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FROCEEBINGS  Am  DEBATES 


THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

AT  THE  SECOND  SESeiON  OF  TBE  NINTH   CONOBE8S,  BEOUN  AT  THE  CITY  OP 
WASHINGTON,  MONDAY,  DECEHBER  1,  180S. 


HoNDAT,  December  1, 19W. 

The  Becand  aenion  of  the  Ninth  Coagten,  coa- 

fmn&bly  to  the  Coaiiitutioa  of  the  United  Butes, 

commenced  tHis  day,  at  the  City  of  Washington, 

ind  tba  Senate  aMembled,  in  their  Chfmber. 

QbobQe  CLiifTOM,  Vice  Preaident  of  the  tJuiCed 
States,  and  President  of  the  Senate. 

William  Pldmsr  and  Nicholas  GiLiu(i,fiom 
New  Hampthire. 

John  QcincT  Adahs  and  Tihotht  Pioxbk- 
iHO,  Etom  HaBsachoietti. 

UniAH  Tract,  from  Coonectictit. 

Bbhiamix  Howland,  from  Rhode  Island. 

Stvfbbn  R.  Bbadlst  and  !e kail  Smith, from 
Vermont. 

Samubl  L.  HiTcaiLL,  from  New  Tork. 

JoBR  CoMDiT  aad  Aaboh  Kitchel,  from  New 

Qeobob  Looar  and  SamceI  Haclat,  from 
Pennsflyaaia. 

Samcbl  Wbitb,  from  Delaware. 

David  Store,  from  Norih  Carolina. 

JOBH  Oaillabd,  from  Soalh  Carolina. 

Abraham  BALnwiit,  from  Q«orsia. 

Thomas  Wobthinotoh.  from  Ohio. 

William  B.  Qiles,  appointed  a  Senator  by  tha 
LegiilatQre  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia, 
£»  the  term  of  lix  ymn,  from  and  a^er  the  4th 
day  of  March  laal,  prodacedhiaeredeniiala,  which 
were  read ;  and,  ibe  oath  preacribvd  by  law  hav- 
ing been  adninutcred  to  him,  he  took  his  leal  in 


e  (hat  a  quorum  of  the  House 
ii  assembled,  and  are  ready  to  proceed  to  busi- 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  noiify  (he  House 
of  RepresentatiTea  that  a  quorum  of  the  Senate 
ia  auembled,  and  ready  to  proceed  to  busioeas. 

A  meuage  from  the  Houae  of  RepTcaeniatiTea 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  appoint- 
ed a  joint  committee,  on  their  part,  witb  aaeji 
Mmmittee  aa  the  Senate  may  appoint,  to  wait  on 


the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  notify  Urn 
that  a  quorum  of  the  two  Houaea  ia  aaaembled, 
and  ready  to  receire  any  commnnieation  thai  he 
may  be  pleased  to  make  to  them.. 

The  Senate  look  into  oonsidention  the  teaoln- 
lion  of  the  Honae  of  RepresentatiTes  last  men-  ' 
tioned,  for  the  ai^JMrnent  of  a  joint  committee, 
and 
Reaolved,  That  they  do  concnr  therein ;  and 
Ordered,  That  Meisra.  Mitchill  and  Storr 
I  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 
Mr.  MiTOHiLL  reported,  from  the  joint  commit- 
tee, that  they  had  waited  on  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  agreeably  to  the  reaolnlion  of  tlii* 
day,  and  that  (he  President  of  the  United  States 
'  informed  the  eommittee  that  be  wonld  make 
nmunicatioQ  to  the  two  Hobs 


ffesMsed,  That  each  Senator  be  supplied,  dar- 
ing the  present  session,  witb  three  suck  newspa- 
pers, pnnted  in  toy  of  the  States,  as  he  may 
choose ;  provided  that  the  same  be  furnished  at 
the  usual  rate  for  the  annual  charge  of  such  pa- 
pers :  and  provided,  also,  that,  if  any  Senatot 
shall  choose  to  take  any  newspapers,  other  than 
daily  papers,  he  shall  be  supplied  with  as  many 
such  papers  as  ahall  not  exceed  the  price  of  three 
daily  papers. 

Rttoiied,  That  two  Chaphias,  of  dif^nt  de- 
nominations, be  appointed  to  Congress  doring  the 
present  session,  one  by  each  Hona^  who  shall  Ib- 
tetchange  weekly. 

Ordered,  That  the  SeeretBry  deaiK  the  concnr- 


The  PRBeioENT  communicated  a  memorial, 
signed  James  Henry,  forenuD  of  a  grand  jury  oi 
the  Territory  of  Michigan,  aninst  certain  pro- 
visions of  a  bill,  under  consioeratioB  dariag  the 
last  aesaioB,  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  '*An  act  to 
divide  the  Indiana  Territory  into  two  aeparate 
governmenta,  and  for«other  parpoaas ;"  and  the 
memorial  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 


abvGoo^le 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


PrendaU'g  Amuat  Me»$agt. 


TUES 


VY,  December  3. 


aod  BccKMEi 
tuckf,  alien  ded. 

Raohed,  That  James  Hathebs,  Serseaot-at- 
Arms  and  Doorkeeper  to  the  Senate,  be,  and 
he  IB  hereby  aaiborized  to  employ  one  assistuit 
snd  two  hones,  for  the  purpose  of  performing 
aach  aerrices  as  are  usually  required  by  the  Door- 
kee^r  to  the  Senate :  and  that  the  sum  of  twen- 
ty-eight dollars  be  allowed  him  weekly  for  that 
ptiipoie,  to  commence  with,  and  ivtaaia  duiing 
Ibe  aesaion,  and  fbr  twenty  days  after. 

ANNUAL  MBaSAGB. 


2b  th  SenaU  tmd  Home  of 

R^rtitnlativa  of  the  Vhiled  Slaiei  - 
It  would  ha*e  giTsn  m«,  rellow.citiwni,  great  «atii- 
fitetioii  to  anixnuice,  in  the  moment  of  jour  meeting, 
fiiat  tba  difieoltiei  in  our  fbraign  relationi,  exiitiog  at 
tta  tine  of  yo«T  last  aepiantion,  had  been  amicably  and 
jwdy  tnminated.  I  lost  no  time  in  taking  thote  mea- 
MM*  vrludi  w«r«  moat  likelf  to  bring  them  to  rach  a 
tmrnination,  by  apedal  mMona,  diarged  with  nich 
poweia  and  inatnMtMBa  aa,:iitlMamBtof&iliirfl,  eould 
'  IwtTe  no  imMitalioii  ob  either  mt  moderation  or  far- 
bearanca."  11m  deli^  which  haTo  ainoa  taken  place 
In  our  nagotiationa  with  the  Britiih  OoTamment  ^»- 
pear  tohave  proceeded  ftomcaiuea  which  do  not  fiiibid 
Uie  eipactatiaa  that,  dniing  the  oooiae  of  Iho  aawion, 
I  may  be  enabled  to  lay  beiote  you  their  final  i«u«. 
What  win  be  that  of  the  negotiatiotM  fiii  settling  onr 
MtmutLim  wiA  9puD,  nofting  whujt  had  taken  place 
«  the  date  of  Qke  laat  deqMtdkea  eitaUee  us  to  pro- 

Ob  the  weatan  aide  of  Ae  Kaaaii[^  die 

I  in  oouaidataUe  feree,  and  took  post  at  the 

It  of  Bayea  Piena,  ob  As  Had  rirer.    This 

'   inally  aattled  by  Fianee,  w»a  hM  by 

le  held  Lodataua,  and  waa  daUTafsd  la 

Spain  only  at  a  partof  Louiaiana.    Be 

lated,  and  dbtant,  it  was  not  obaerred, 

of  le-deUreiy  to  France  and  the  United  Stalaa,  that  riia 
eontinaeda  gnardofbalf  adoien  man,  which  had  beat 
•lationed  uiere.  A  propoaition,  howerer,  having  been 
latahrmada  by  oar  Canunander-in-Chiet  to.aaaume 
tta  SaUne  lirar  aa  a  tamporaty  line  of  eeparalion  be- 
tween tbe  tioepa  of  the  two  nationa  until  tba  wane  o1 
vm  M0MialioDs  Aall  be  known,  thia  baa  been  leibrred 
^^  apaBNh  eommandani  t»hk  rapeiior,  and  in  Ae 
mean  tiine  ha  has  withdrawn  hi*  fcice  to  tbe  weatem 
aide  of  tba  Sabise  rim.  lie  oonwpondaaoa  m  this 
anUact.  now  Mmmmieatad,  wfll  Mhibil  matt 
lai^  the  pnaant  alata  of  thinn  in  that  waitai 
Tba  nature  of  that 


villatewaa  orimnaUy  •< 
her  aa  long  aa  Sbt  held  I 


■dkpeBoMy 


part  of  the  Union.and  must  atrenfthen  tbe  general  da- 
-  to  protect  them  afficaciauBly  mtder  all  di- 
which  may  oi 


combining  logether,  arming  and  o  _ 
themselves  contrarj  to  law,  to  cany  on  a  military  es- 
pedition  againM  tlie  territories  of  Spain,  I  thoaght  it 
neceoary,  by  proclainalion,  aa  well  ai  by  special  or- 
ders, to  tsJte  meaauiea  fbr  preventing  and  snpjiiiiawiig 
this  enlerpriu,  fbr  seiiing  the  vessels,  aims,  and  othai 
meana  provided  fbi  it,  and  for  arreatiiig  and  bringing 
to  jnitica  ita  authoA  and  abeiti»a.  It  was  doe  to  that 
good  faith  which  ought  ever  to  be  the  rale  of  action  in 
public  as  well  aa  in  private  traiuactiona,  it  was  dne  to 
good  Older  and  legolar  government  that,  while  the  pnh- 
Ho  foioa  waa  acting  atricdyondw  delieadve,  and  mere- 
ly to  protect  our  citllMi*  from  aggieanon,  die  criminal 
attempts  of  private  individuals  to  decide,  for  their  oonn- 
tiy,  the  qneation  of  peace  or  war,  W  commencii^  ac- 
'  e  aad  unauthorised  boalilitiea,  shonld  be  promptly 

d  efficaciously  aappreised. 

Whether  it  will  be  neceaaarj  to  snlsrge  oar  regular 
force  will  depend  on  the  leaalt  of  our  negolaationa  with 

Spain;  but,  as  it  is  oncer- ^^" 

known,  the  provisional  m 

Baaure  interreatttg  in  that  qtian 
yogr  early  consideration- 

„  __  ^ m  of  bath  banka  of  the  Miaaiasi 

dndng  to  a  angle  point  tbe  deftnice  of  that  ri 

itara,  and  the  country  adjacent,  it  b 

ceaaary  tc  proride,  for  that  point,  ■  i 
security-  Some  podlion  above  ilemontb,  commanAng 
the  paaaage  of  Ibe  river,  should  be  tendered  saffidenlly 
strong  to  cover  tbe  anned  veeaela  which  may  be  al^ 
liaB«d  thaia  fbr  dafenca ;  and,  in  eoajonctiM  with  them, 
insnpeiable  ■ '        ' 


The 


■joncti^with  ih 
da  to  SByfbrc*  attempt- 
to  the  cs^  of  Now  Or- 
alao,  wiU  TVfmt  to  be 
eOeataflly  gffuded.  For  Mw  in- 
ternal aapport  of  tbe  ooontry,  the  enconrsaeroaBi  of  a 
strong  seltj^sento*  iho  weateni  side  of  the  MJaajaallipi, 
within  reach  of  New  Orleana,  will  be  ararlhj  th«  oMi- 
sideiatbn  of  the  Legidature. 

Thegnnboataautlioriaadl^an  actofthelaataeasion 
•re  io  advanced  that  they  will  be  ready  for  service  in 
Ae  wwning  Spring.  Circumstances  peimitted  aa  to 
aUow  the  lime  necessary  fbr  tbeir  more  solid  con- 
Aa  a  much  laigac  number  will  still  be 
ing  to  place  our  seaport  towna  and  waters  in  that 
1^  detenee  to  whick  we  are  competent,  and  diey 


that  an  onnaual  propoitian  of  the  force  enptoTad  tbere 
shonld  be  caviliy  or  Q»oantedin&ntiy,  In  order,  Iheee- 
fore,  that  the  commanding  officer  might  be  enabled  lo 
act  vrith  eAct,  I  had  antboiiiad  hi"'  to  caU  on  the  Oot- 
emaas  of  Orleans  and  Mississippi  fbr  a  coipa  of  five 
hnndred  wlnntaer  cavaby.  The  temporary  arrange- 
maat  ho  haa  [mpoaed  may  peifaapa  render  Als  nnne- 
ewsaiy.  But  I  hifeim  yon,  with  great  pleamre,  of  die 
pionptitade  with  which  ttn  bhabitents  of  those  Terri- 


In  a  conntiy  whoas  C . 

wiU  of  tbe  psopb,  diiaoUy  azueaaed  by  tt 
firage*,  where  the  principal  Eiecutiva  A 
and  thoee  of  ttie  LegielaUre,  are  renewed  by  tbea  at 
dioit  periods,  where,  nnder  the  chancier  of  jorora,  theu 
exercwe  in  paiaon  the  gieataat  peitioa  of  the  Jndieiary 
poweia,  where  the  lawa  are  consaqnently  ao  fooned 
and  adminiatered  aa  to  bear  wiA  equal  weight  and 
favor  on  all,  reatraining  no  man  in  the  punuits  of  hon- 
est indnatry,  and  secnring  to  eveiy  one  the  property 
wbidi  Ast  acqairea,  it  wonM  not  be  supposed  that  any 
aafsfnada  cooid  be  needed  against  inaoirec&n, or  en- 
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Pniident't  Anatud  Matage. 


Sbnats. 


ttiprin,  on  the  pubtie  peace  or  auflioritj.  The  Iswi, 
lioweTei,  aware  tnat  tbese  alKnild  not  be  tnuted  to  tDOral 
natraiiita  onlj,  have  wisd;  proTided  pnniabiDeDt 
theae  erimm  whrn  committad.  But  would  it  not  be 
fllllMiy  to  gin  aliO  Qie  meani  of  mrantiiiit  their 
mamMool  meie  an  eoterpriM  k  iii«ditatad  }tj 
prints  indhHoak  agMul «  fcnigD  natfen  ta  amity 
with  the  Voited  State*,  powen  of  pmrantion,  to  a  et 
tain  «zt(iEl,  are  giTen  bj  the  Imti  ;  would  flioy  not  be 
TeaaoDtUe  and  omAU  wheM  (he  entatpriae  prepatiDg 
i«  agaiiM  the  Vntlad  eiBteal  WUIa  adrertiiii  to  Ihia 
braoch  af  kw  it  u  pn^ar  to  obaerre,  that,  in  enter- 
priaca  meditated  againat  fbreign  nationB,  the  ordinaiy 
jaocMa  of  binding  to  the  obeorvanoe  of  the  peace  and 
(ood  behavkmi,  could  it  be  extended  to  acta  to  be  dona 
oat  of  the  jvriidiction  of  the  United  Statea,  would  be 
«aeetaal  In  aone  eaaea  whiM  the  oflander  ii  abk  to 
keapoat  of  dchtaraty  indiealion  of  hkporpOM  whidi 
coold  dmw  on.  Mn  tba  asenMe  of  (be  pm>«n  now  (iTeo 

The  Btalaa  on  the  coaat  of  Barbai?  nam  grnnOy 


aTankalMUi 
that  it  iaow  intestioB  to  maintain  our  pe*ee  with 
OD  equal  lenna,  or  net  at  all,  I  pv^nmb  t»  atnd.in  d«M 
Iime,.a  cainlinoaawiii  into  the  MadiMmaaati,  nnlM 
fTATioua  infennation  Ad  alMnr  it  to  be  iiiwnnnaiiir 

We  oantinae  to  neam  pra^of  Hm  n«wiBf  aUad 
meat  of  our  Indian  ndf  hbon^  and  of  Mr  dky«mti«i-. 

(o  place  all  (beir  inteiMlB  w^er  Am  |iai gii  of  Ike 

Unitwl  Stttea.   Thaaedi^anlioDawaia^drad  bjidiak 

confidence  in  our  Jaalieak  and  ~  ■*-  -'- -  — 

we  feet  for  thor  weUkre.    Aad 
theae  high  and  hanofaUe  fi 
and  good  kith  wUdtrioM 


flnuu  the  nvn  I 
Bom  that  to  the  P 


whid)  Mold  ha*a  been  expected.  Thef  ban  tntced 
the  Mkaonri  naaily  toitaaoMice,dMcaniid  IheCelaai. 
Ua  to  the  Pamfie  OMMi,  aaevtunad  with  aennpr  A« 
Stognfbj  of  that  iH»rri«kg  ewwanlnation  am** 
MVO0BliiHnt,lMTatlb*(b>aitereflkgao«it>7,afilB 
cent»arce,indinhabitaw>t;  MditkbMiBOiaalanj, 
Oat  Maaar*.  Lewk  and  Gktke,  and  iUr  brave  eotB> 
paowiM.  haiv,  b;  thU  ardaooa  avnoe,  dMorrad  w«U 
of  fliait  eooatiy. 

The  attempt  to  aiplore  the  Red  lirer,  under  the  dl< 
rsctiaii  of  Mr.  Freeman,  tbeni^  ooadutod  with  a  aeal 
and  ptndenoe  moating  entire  appnibBtiott,  haa  not  been 
eqnallj  ancoeadiiL  After  i  nil  iiiiilai  ap  t' 
hnndied  mika,  nearly  aa  £u  aa  the  ^ench 
had  extended,  while  the  coqntn  waa  in  their  poaaaa- 
«kn,  onr  geographara  were  obliged  to  return  withoot 
comirieting  their  work. 

TcTj  nnftd  additiona  have  alao  been  made  to  our 
knowledge  of  die  Hiadaaipfn,  by  Lieutenant  Pike,  who 
had  aaModed  h  la  ih  aource,  and  whoae  jonru^  and 
mqt,  giving  the  delaik  ot  .hia  wDmer,  will  ahoitly 
h»  (Mdjrkr  conmanioaHon  to  both  Honaea  of  Oon- 
gnaa.  Those  of  Meaan.  Lewk,  Clark^  and  PrBemao, 
*  d  proDMed. 
knee  Mbre 


I  eoagratulate  yon,  ftllow-citiiena,  on  Ae  approadi 
of  the  period  at  which  jon  may  interpoae  jovi  aathor> 
ity,  ConititalionaUy,  to  withdraw  tbo  citizens  of  the 
United  Statea  from  all  further  paitidpation  in  thoae  vi- 
olatinna  of  bamiia  righte  wbi^  have  been  n  long  coa- 
Unned  on  tile  unoffending  inhabitant*  of  A&ica,  and 
which  the  morality,  the  reputation,  and  the  beat  inter- 
eat*  of  our  country,  ba*e  long  been  eager  to  proaciibx 
Although  no  law  jon  m&y  pas*  can  take  prohibiting 
efl^  tin  the  day  of  the  year  one  thoiuand  eight  hmi- 
dred  and  eight,  yet  the  intervening  period  ia  not  too 
long  to  prevent,  by  timely  notice,  eipedition  which 
cannot  be  completed  before  that  day. 

The  rec«ipti  h1  Ihe  Treasury,  during  the  year  eu^ 
Ing  on  the  90th  day  of  September  laat,  have  ^ny^fft'^ 
to  nearly  llfteen  mDlioni  of  dollar*,  iriiich  have  enabled 
na,  after  meeting  the  anrrenl  damaitda,  to  pay  two  mo- 
tion* aeven  hundred  thouaand  doUan  of  the  American 
claim*.  In  part  of  Ae  price  of  Lonkiana;  to  pay  of  Qie 
hnded  debt,  npwardaof  three milKon* of  prindpal. and 
neariy  Itmr  of  interest ;  and,  in  addition,  to  reimbnrss, 
in  Ae  course  oTthe  preaent  monSi,  nearly  two  mUIionB 


.         of  the  ftmded  debt,  with  ti  

h»i  been  made  in  the  fbor  yeara  and  a  half  preee<Enf, 
will,  at  the  present  y«ar,  hive  eitingaiabed  upward*  of 
twenty-three  m91tm*  oTprincipaL 

The  duties  eocnporing  the  Hsdilerrsnean  ftmd  wfl 
eeaie,  bylaw,  alike  sad  of  A*  present  saMton.  Con- 
M&Atg,  hMvever.tkit  A»j  an  Iswd  ohiady  on  hixw- 
liea^  and  thai  we  bam  an  inpoat  oa 
•f  Uk,  As  tea  nss  sf  lAidi  oT 
Iieeoumend  to  y«ar  smaidMi 
the  take  on  aal^  and  lbs  eonlinnation  ofSe  Mediter- 
iwaesn  ftaadinslsad  tbeiaoC  for  a  abort  time,  iAarwhidi 
■hat  ako  wHl  beoone  innnweeaiyfor  any  purpoee  new 
widiin  cantanptatian. 

way  be  rdnmiAed,  tbar*  wid  etOI,  ere  long,  be  an  ae- 
ouBuktioD  wt  nowys  in  tbs  Trsssory  beyond  tbs  i«- 
atatmanla  ^  poUk  debt  which  w«  are  pertuittsd  bv 
eanfracrtopay.  1^107  eaanot,  then,  wtAont  a  modU- 
eattwi.Mssntsdto  by  lbs  pahtk  «edilore,be  apptiad  M 
lb*  aBtngmbmsnt  ef  thk  debt,  and  the  eonplete  »• 
matienofimr  iMennai,the  moft  dadtabh  of  d  ab> 
iscls;  noe,if  oar  peace eontimHs,  wil  tbeybawanfr 
Uig  fw  any  other  eziatinf  panose.  Tbs  qwsllsB, 
tfaerafcre  MW  comas  Ibrwaidt  T»  what  other  otmoM 
be  approprktsd,  and  the  vAoh 
sardns  of  impost,  sftar  tbs  sniiM  dJMhs^  of  the  pi^ 
Uo  debt,  and  duri^  Ibosa  intaml*  when  the  pniposss 
orwsrahatlmtoallftrtbMBl  Mmll  vra  snppMs  Aa 
iaipost,  and  give  tfaal  advantage  totbreign  over  daais 
tk  uannkctatee  ^  Oa  sfaw  articteB,ofm«regaiieTBl 
Mid  aaessaaty  nae,  ths  suppie«*ion,  in  dae  seaMn,  w9 
^wbAem  be  right,  but  the  graalmaM^Oc  -^-'  -  - 
wbiidi  imposl  is  paid  sre  teeigD  Ioxhm,  h 

those  only  who  are  rieb  eMOugh  ts  aAnd __ 

the  aaa  of  tbnt.    Tbalr  paokdN*  would  etrtalirir 


ruri^Muohased  br 


da  of  yatSc  iiapeoMmeBt  m  it  may  be 

„_.  ^..^..  to  add  to  tbs  donalitntkaal  amanwT^ 

lira  ef  fedeial  powet*.  1^  these  opewtieM  new  ebat 
'talion  %m  be  oMsd  bilwaw  tbt 
of  aaoatalkn  mO  dkappa«-;  ifaata 
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«f  privata  cDlgipiiw,  which  managei  to  much  better 
sU  the  eoncenia  to  nhich  it  it  equal ;  bat  a  public  is- 
■titudon  on  alone  supply  Ihose  idencei  which,  thongh 
nrely  called  hi,  are  yet  neceuaiy  ta  complete  the  eir- 
ele,  all  the  parti  of  which  contribute  to  the  improre- 
ment  of  the  countiy,  and  eome  of  them  to  ita  preeerra' 
tion.  The  subject  is  now  piopoaed  far  the  conaidera- 
tioD  of  CiniKren,  becatue,  if  appraved  b;  the  time  the 
State  Legislaturce  ahail  have  deliberated  on  lhi«  eiten- 
aon  of  the  federal  tiuata,  and  the  lawi  shall  be  paaaed 
and  other  anangemeDts  made  for  their  execution,  the 
Deceasary  flinds  will  be  on  hand,  and  without  employ' 
meut  I  suppose  an  amendment  to  the  CousCitntion, 
t^  c^nient  of  the  States,  neceisaiy,  because  the  objects 
now  recommended  are  not  among  those  enumerated 
in  the  Conititntion,  and  to  which  it  penoita  the  ptib- 
Hc  moneys  to  be  applied* 

The  presant  eoniideratioi)  of  a  natioual  eatabUih- 
ntent,  foi  education  paittcularly,  is  rendered  proper  by 
Ihii  circumstance  i  also  that,  if  Congress,  approving 
the  proposition,  shall  yet  think  it  tnoie  eligible  to  found 
H  on  a  donation  of  lands,  they  haie    ' ~  '"""'" 


)  endow  it  with  those  which  will  be  aj 


on  war,  which  may  snapend  other  improvementa,  by 
Tequiling  for  its  own  purposes  tha  laaourcea  destiiled 
Ibr  them. 

tikis,  fellaWHUliieiis,  is  the  Mate  of  dte  pablic  i 
eati  at  the  preaent  noment,  aid  aoeordiiig  to  the  infin- 
■nation  now  posssaaed.  Bat  audi  ia  the  ahaation  of 
(ho  nationa  of  Europe,  and  aoch,  loo,  tbo  predteantent 
Bbwhich  we  stand  with  SMne  of  Aem,  that  we  cannot 
nlj  with  certain  Von  thepnant  Mpeet  of  oui  adlMia, 
that  may  change  from  moiuMit  to  moment  dnrinf  the 
ooime  of  your  aeasion,  or  after  yon  dull  haje  aepara- 
ted.  Out  duty  is  Iheretbra  to  act  npon  things  as  they 
are,  and  to  nuke  a  reasonable  proiinon  for  whalever 
thay  Biay  be'.  Were  armtea  to  be  raised  wheneTai  a 
■peek  of  war  ia  Tisible  in  our  hotiuD,  we  nersi  should 
kare  been  without  them.  Our  naonraes  would  have 
bwtt  Mthanated  on  dangen  which  han  narer  hap- 
pened, inaltail  ot  being  naerred  far  what  ia  really  to 
idte  plac*.  A  alaady,  periiapa  «  qniekeited,  pace  in 
inpantionB  for  the  defence  of  stu  aeapoit  towns  and 
waten,  an  early  aettlemeut  of  tha  moat  eipoaed  and 
*alnersble  parts  of  our  oonntiy,  a  mihtia  bo  organintd, 
Out  ita  eflMtlTe  portiona  can  be  called  to  any  pMnt  in 
IIm  Union,  or  Totunleers  instead  oTi  ham,  (o  sene  a  tuffi. 
oant  time,  are  means  which  may  always  be  ready,  yat 
Mooei'  preying  on  our  reaonieea  until  actnally  called 
inlDnae.  Th^wilt  maintain  the  pobiieintenBtBwhile 
a  moN  pannaneut  fbrce  ahall  be  in  coime  of  pr^ara- 
tion.  Bat  modi  wUl  depend  mi  the  promptitode  with 
iriuch  these  means  can  be  brought  into  actirito.  If 
war  be  i6rc«d  npon  tis,  in  spita  of  avi  long  and  vain 
appeal  to  the  justice  of  mUiona,  nfi3  and  vigorous 

mente  in  its  inlaet  will  go  ftr  towards  securing 

it*  eotuae  and  iaanet  and  towards  throwing  il 
IDS  on  those  who  nodn  nereaaarj  the  teaort  frsi 
mtofbrea. 


fcntiara  as  Dwy  show  whether  war  ia  to-  be  pressed 
ttwe  whUe  negotiation  ■■  protracted  elsewhere,  shall 
W  eoamnnicnlad  to  you  from  time  to  time,  ta  they 
tMoma  known  to  mej  with  whatever  other  inlbmia- 
liM  1  laaaesa,  ar  nwy  nmn,  which  m^  aid  jow  do> 


libetationi  on  the  great  nalionil  tnteieal*  committed  t« 
vour  charge. 

TH.  JEFPERSON. 

DicsMBix  3,  1806. 

The  Message  and  doeumenta  therein  refeirad 

0  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  far  conudwation, 
ind  three  handled  copies  thereof  printed  for  the 

lue  of  the  Senate. 

WEONfiBDAT,  Deeember  3. 

Dahiel  Smith,  from  the  State  of  TennesMe, 
attended. 

The  following  Message  wta  leceived  from  the 
pHEeiDEHT  OF  THB  TJrited  Stat£b  : 
To  thi  Senate  and  Hoatt  of 

Rtpramtatittt  of  the  Vniitd  State*  .■ 

1  have  the  satisfaction  to  inform  yon  that  the  nego. 
^tion  between  the  United  States  and  tile  Gnemment 
of  Oreat  Britain  is  proceeding  in  a  spirit  of  fiienddkip 
and  acoomtnodatton,  which  [Oomises  a  result  of  mutnu 
advantage.  Delays  indeed  have  taken  place,  occa- 
sioned bj  tha  long  iUneas  and  eabaeqinnt  death  of  die 
Britiah  Miniater  charged  with  that  duty.  Bm  the 
ComnuHoners  eppcMnted  hj  that  Oovemment  to  m- 
aume  the  negotiation  have  ihowD  every  dispeaitioD  to 
haatan  its  pr(«r«M.  It  'is,  however,  a  work  of  liino, 
as  many  anangementa  are  necessary  to  plaee  our  fti- 
ture  hsnaoDj  on  stable  groonda.  In  the  mean  time, 
we  And,  by  tho  communications  of  our  Plamjiatentia- 
liea,  that  a  temporary  suspension  of  the  act  o[  the  last 
seanon  prohibiting  certain  impoitationa,  would,  «a  a 
maA  of  candid  diapoaition  on  onr  part,  and  of  conA- 
denee  in  the  temper  and  view*  whh  which  thej  have 
been  net,  have  a'  happy  effitct  on  it*  course.  A  step 
so  Iriendly  will  afibrd  farther  evidence  that  all  our  pro- 
ceedings have  flowed  from  views  'of  justice  and  concil- 
iation, and  that  we  give  them  willingly  that  form  whidt 
may  best  meet  corresponding  dispoation^ 

Add  to  this  that  the  aame  motives  which  produced 
the  peetponenent  of  the  act  till  the  fifteenth  of  Novem- 
ber last,  are  in  favor  of  ita  farther  aaspetiBion;  and,  ao 
reaaoB  to  hope  that  it  may  soon  yield  to  ar> 
t>  of  mtitnel  eonaent  and  convenianoe,  jna- 

I  to  require  that  the  same  measure  m^  be 

dealt  out  to  the  lew  ease*  whidi  may  Etll  irithin  ita 
short  course,  as  to  all  others  preceding  ind  btlowing  it. 

1  cannot,  therefore,  but  mcommend  tha  suspenaion  (rf' 
'  is  act  fbr  a  reaaonable  time,  on  oonaiderationa  of  joa- 

»,  amity,  "id  tho  pabhc  inlereata. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 

DaesKBai  8,  1806. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  foi 
consideration. 

A  message  from  (be  House  of  RepresentatiTeB 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  concur  in 
the  lesolutioo,  sent  from  the  Senate,  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  Chaplains  lo  Congress  during  the 
present  aeasioa. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  Cbap- 
iain,  on  their  part,  in  pursuance  of  the  reeoluiion 
of  tne  two  Houses;  and  the  whole  number  of 
votes  collected  was  18;  of  which  the  Rev.  Hr. 
Satub  had  twelve,  and  waa  accordingly  elected. 

Mr.  Bradlet  gave  notice  that  be  would,  on 
Mondar  next,  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  pro- 
hibit the  importation  of  alares  into  any  port  oi 
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PnoeedtHg: 


plaoc  wiihin  the  jarEsdielioD  of  the  United  Statei, 
from  and  ifier  ihe  Snt  day  of  Jmnnarv,  one  thoD- 
sasd  eight  hundred  and  eight. 

Tbdbbdat,  December  i. 

Jambs  Hillhodbb,  from  the  Suteof  Connecti- 
cni&iieDded. 

The  foUowing  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Mit- 
CBii-L,  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideratioD : 

lUtoktd,  That  so  much  of  the  PreaJdiuit'i  MeMage, 
•f  8d  ilacetDber,  u  relfttei  to  the  fortification  udde- 
fance  of  ooi  aeaport  towni,  haibora,  aod  waten,  be  r«- 
femd  to  a  lalect  conunittae,  with  Iohb  to  report  by  bill 
Kotharwiae. 

Hr.  MtTCHiLL  also  mbmitted  the  following 
motion,  which  wu  read  and  ordered  to  lie  for 
coDsideretion : 

Saohtd,  That  >o  much  of  the  ProNdent'i  MeMaga 
ai  rebtea  to  biodtDK  to  tha  obwrranee  of  iha  peace, 
and  good  bahaTionr,  peraoiu  meditatiDg  ciutiiitai»e» 
a«unit  foreign  nationt  in  amity  with  tha  l^itad 
Statoc,  be  referred  Id  a  select  conunittee,  with  Iea*e  to 
report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

A  motion  waa  made  by  Mr.  TBiCT.aa  followa^ 

Raahtd,  Th&t  the  PrModent  of.the  Unitad  Btalea 
be,  and  ha  ii  haiabj,  reooMted  to  canae  to  be  laid  be- 
fore the  Senate  auch  ii&tnatiDB,  doannenta,  papi 
ud  cimeapondence,  aa  nuy  be  in  hia  powar,  auu 
which  he  may  think  proper  to  cMnmanlcale,  reoMct- 
iug  the  Bubject  of  hii  Meuiige  of  the  thiid  of  Decem- 
ber uutnit,  in  which  a  nMpenaion  of  the  non-impnta- 
tion  act  is  recommauded. 

The  motion  wu  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for 
consideration. 

OrtfeTMi,  That  Measn.  Anus,  Qilmak,  and 
BMiTB,  of  Vermont,  be  a  committee  agteeably  to 
the  twenty-second  role  for  conduciingbiisinesi  in 
the  Senate. 

Fbidat,  December  5. 

Jamks  Torner,  from  the  State  of  North  Caro- 
lina  attended. 

The  Senate  took  into  oonsideration  the  motion 
^de  y«nen»ay:  "That  lo  much  of  the  Message 
of  Ihe  President  of  the  United  Stales,  of  Decem- 
ber the  2d,  a»  relates  to  the  foriificaiion  and  de- 
fence of  our  seaport  towns,  harbors,  and  waters, 
he  referred  to  a  select  commiitee;"  and  the  mo- 
**^/","8f/e^  to;  and  Messrs.  MlTcHIL^  Smith, 
of  Maryland,  Gilba,  BiLnwis.and  Qilmak,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

The  motion  made  yeaterday,  "  That  so  much  of 
the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
as  relates  lo  binding  to  the  peace,  and  to  good  be- 
haviour, persons  mediiaiiiur  enterprises  against 
foreign  nations  in  amity  with  the  United  States, 
be  referred  lo  a  select  committee,  with  Jeare  to 
report  by  biU  or  otherwise,"  was  considered,  and 
postponed. 

The  motion  made  yesterday,  requesting  the 
Prewdent  of  the  United  States  to  lay  befoFe  the 
ornate  such  infornalioo  as  may  be  in  his  power 
and  which  he  may  think  proper  to  communicate' 
reipeeiing  the  suspension  of  the  non-impoiution 
Wt,  wis  considered,  and  postponed. 


Mr.  WoRTHiNOTOii  submitted  the  following 
motion,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  fo» 
consideration : 

Raohed,  That  a  ennunittea  be  appointed  lo  exam* 
ine  if  any,  and,  If  any,  what  alteiations  or  amendment* 
are  neceaaai?  in  the  laws  of  the  United  Btatea  for  the 
■ale  of  the  public  landa ;  and  that  they  haie  leaTe  to 
report  by  bill  oi  otherwise. 

A  message  from  the  Hoose  of  Representitirea 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  ap- 
pointed the  Rev.  Mr.  Elliott  a  Chaplain  to 
Congress,  on  their  part,  during  the  present  seaaion. 

MoHOAY,  December  8. 

The  PBGaiDEitT  laid  before  the  Senate  the  re- 
port of  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  the 
Treasury,  in  obedience  to  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  to  establish  the  Treasury  Department;"  and 
the  report  was  read,  and  ordertd  to  lie  for  consid- 
eralion,  and  the  usual  number  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  paned 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  suspend  the  operation 
of  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  {vohibii  the  import- 
ation of  cerUin  goods,  wares  and  merohandtse,' 
and  to  remit  the  penalties  incurred  under  the 
aamej"  in  which  bill  they  desire  the  concurrence 
of  Ihe  Senale. 

The  bill  wu  read,  and  ordered  to  th£  second 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  on  the  fourth  instant,  to  refer  thai 
part  of  the  Message  of  the  Prerident  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  a  select  committee,  which  relates  to 
binding  to  the  observance  of  the  peace,  persona 
meditating  en (erorisea  against  foreign  nations,  and 
haTiDg  amended  the  motion,  it  was  adopted  at 
follows: 

SeiAitd,  That  BO  mudi  of  the  Maaage  of  Iha  Pm» 
ident  of  the  Cnited  States  na  relates  to  the  l«w:s  ra- 
spaDting  inanrreclions  and  TioUtiaas  of  tha  pnUie 
peace,  or  the  anthority,  as  well  aa  tha  laws  reapactuw 
the  conspini^  or  entaipriae  of  priTate  indmduab 
against  foreign  nations  in  unity  with  tha  United  Stalaa, 
be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  with  leave  to  repoH 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Qileb,  Mitobii.1,  Tba- 
CT,  Stone,  and  Adahs.  be  the  committee. 

The  motion  made  on' the  fonrth  instant,  for  far- 
ther information  on  that  part  of  the  Message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  Stales,  af  the  third  of 
December,  relative  to  the  suspension  of  the  non- 
importation act,  was  resumed ;  and  it  was  agreed 
to  amend  the  motion,  as  follows: 

Raohtd,  That  the  Preddent  of  the  United  Statea 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  requested  to  canse  to  be  laid  ba- 
fan  the  Sensie  mdi  infbnnatfoD,  docnmants,  papera, 
and  onrespondence,  a«  nu^  be  in  his  power,  and 
which  ho  may  think,  nnder  all  circnmatances,  propet 
to  cotBrnanieata,  rejecting  the  snt^  of  hto  Message 
of  the  third  of  Dacembsr  iutani,  in  wUch  a  temporair 
■uapensiDa  of  tha  act  of  the  last  aaasion  ptohibiting  eec 


d  on  tha  qnenioa  to  adopt  this  resolntion,  it 
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puted  in  the  nagative— ;<u  6,  niya  18,  tu  fbl-  I  meat,  K^iheT  with  the  bill,  to  a  (elect  eonnnit- 
lows:  tee;  aad  MeBsn.GH.EB,MiToBai.,aiidBALD«iii, 

irere  Kppoioled  ihe  coniiniitee. 

Mr.  Wbite  ptesentetl  ihe  memorial  of  John 
Hays,  and  others,  citizens  of  the  Stats  of  Delaware, 
represeoting  thai  the  variety  of  weights  and  inea* 
sures,  at  present  in  use  in  the  United  StaKs,  i( 
productireof  much  uncertainty  and  difficulty, and 
praying  that  Consress  would  take  eSeclite  me»- 
Bores  for  the  establish  mem  of  a  uniform  and  more 
bneflcial  system;  and  the  memorial  was  read, 
and  referred  to  Messrs.  White,  Adams,  Baldwin, 
LoQAK,  and  MiTCHiLL,  to  consider  and  report 
thei«on. 


Yais— Messrs.  Bndlej,  UiUhonae,  Pickedag,  Tra- 
cy, and  Wbiti. 

n^iB — Meam.  Adams,  Baldwin,  Condit,  GaillanI, 
GQet,  Oilman,  Rowland,  Kitchol,  Logmi,  Maclaj,  Mit' 
chill,  Plumar,  Bmilh  of  Tennessee,  Smith  of  Ver- 
mont, Stone,  Thiurton,  Toniei,  and  Worlhingtoa. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  on  the 
5th  instant,  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  ex- 
amine if  aoy,  and  what,  alteratioDs  or  amendments 
are  necessary  in  the  laws  of  the  United  States  for 
the  sale  of  Ine  public  lands ;  and  that  ihev  have 
leave  lo  report  by  bill  or  otherwise ;  and  the  mo- 
tion was  agreed  to ;  and  Messrs.  Worthinoton, 
TaacT,  and  Baldwin,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

Agreeably  to  notice  given  on  the  3d  instant, 
Mr.  Bbadlet  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  slaves  into 
anjr  port  or  place  within  the  jurisdiction  of  tbe 
United  States,  from  aod  after  tne  first  day  of  Jan- 
nary,  1806;  and  the  bill  wa»  read,  and  ordered  to 
the  second  reading. 

TuBSDAY,  December  9. 

Ahiwiw  MooiR,  from  th«  State  of  Virginia, 
attended. 

Tbe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  suspend  the  opera- 
tion of  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  prohibit  the 
importation  of  certain  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise,'and  to  remit  ibe  penalties  incurred  under 
the  same,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  Meairs.  Oilm,  Baldwin,  and  Mitcbill,,  to 
consider  and  report  theteon. 

The  bill  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  sla< 

intoany  po  

the  United 

ferred  to  Messrs.  Bradlbt,  Stohb,  Qii.Be,  OaiI/- 
LAMV,  aad  Bta.nwin,  to  eoiuider  and  report  there- 

Hr.  GiLB*,  from  the  cMnmHtee  to  wbom  was 
MEsiied  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  suspend  the 

ration  of  an  act,  entitl«d  'An  act  to  prohibit 
impoiution  of  certain  foods,  wares,  and  mer- 
«hvidise,'  and  to  remit  the  ^natties  incarred 
under  the  same,"  reported  tbe  btU  without  amend- 

Ordertd,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

Wednesday,  Deoember  10. 

Ordertd,  That  Mr.  Tnanaa  be  the  Comtnittea 
for  Enrolled  Bills,  on  Ibe  part  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill,  entitled  -'An  act  to  su^nd  the  opmi- 
tionof  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  prohibit  the  im- 

Sortation  of  certain  goods,  wares,  and  merohan- 
ise,'  and  to  remit  the  penalties  ■incturrad  under 
the  same,"  was  read  the  third  time. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Mitcbill,  to  amend  the  bill, 
by  adding  a  third  section  iheceto,  empowering  tbe 
President  of  tbe  United  Stateiifuriber  u>  suspend 
the  operation  of  the  act  to  the  twenty-first  Decern- 
ber  next;  if  circumstaaensboaldi render  it  exp«- 
dient,  it  was  agreed  to  refer  the  propoeed 


le  oiii  ID  proQiDii  ine  imponauoa  oi  slaves 
iny  port  or  place  within  the  inriadietion  of 
Iniied  States,  from  tind  afier  toe  first  day  of 
try,  l&}0,  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 


THtnanAY,  December  11. 

John  Mi llb dob,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Lwislatura  of  the  atateof  Oeorgia,  in  the  place 
of  James  Jackson,  deoeased,  took  his  seal,  and  bia 
credentialj  were  read,  and  tbe  President  adminis- 
tered the  oath  to  him  as  the  law  prescribe*. 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  commiilee  to  whom  was 
yesterday  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
suspend  the  operation  of  an  act,  entitled  'An  act 
to  prohibit  tbe  importation  of  certain  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,'  and  to  remit  the  penalties  in- 
citrred  under  tbe  same,"  together  with  a  proposed 
ameaAnenl,  reported  sundry  amendments,  which 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  fbr  consideration. 


FaiDAT,  December  12. 

The  SeuBte  took  into  conaideration  the  bill, 
entitled  ^An  act  to  suspend  the  operation  of  an 
act,  entitled  'An  act  to  prohibit  the  importation 
of  eettain  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,'  and  to 
remit  the  penalties  incurred  under  the  same." 

When  tbe  foUowiog  amendments  were  agreed 
to  without  a  division,  viz.  strike  out  at  the  end  of 
the  3d  sec.  tbe  following  words :  "This  act  shall 
lake  effect  from  and  af^r  tbe  passing  thereof." 

Add  to  the  end  of  the  bill  the  following  section: 

AitdUitfiirlha-auieUd,  That  the  Praaidwitaf  the 
United  Stales  be,  and  be  hereby,  aatlunsad  foitber 
to  suspend  the  operaliaD  ol  the  aforssaid  act,  if  in  Ua 
judgment  the  public  aerviee  shoald  leqnita  it :  jFVoe^ 
ded.  That  ant^  suspension  shall  not  extend  b^ond  the 
second  Monday  in  Deoember  next. 

The  bill,  so  amended,  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed,  without  a  division. 

UoNnAT,  December  15. 

John  Smith,  Irom  the  State  of  New  York,  at- 
tended. 

The  foltowing  Message  was  received  from  the 
PaBSiDBNT  OP  THG  United  States  : 
7b  thtSaiaUoflhe  United  Statu  .■ 

I  lay  before  t!ongieaa  a  report  of  tbe  Surveyor  of  the 
Public  Buildings,  stating  the  progress  made  on  them 


dnring  Ihe  last  ■> 


■  propoMd  for  tbe 


TH.  JBPFBH90N, 
Dxcxxaaa  lA,  ISOfl. 

Tbe  Heasageaad  report  therein  mentioned  were 
read,  and  ordered  la  lie  for  contlderatioD. 
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Defence  <^  ParU  and  Harbor*. 


SsiUTS. 


Mr.  LooAii  {>Te9Miled  the  petition  of  William 
Levis  and  Hugh  Maxwell,  ilaliog,  that  they  bars 
on  hand  a  number  of  the  Journals  of  CoD^reai, 
under  the  Coofederation,  of  Fotwell's  edition, 
which  they  will  diepoee  of  for  the  nte  of  Coogms, 
at  the  price  bereiolbreHtipnUied  by  Oovernment; 
and  the  paliiion  waa  read,  and  referred  to  Mewn. 
LooAM,  BkadiiBT,  tod  Baldwin,  to  coDsider  aod 
lepon  thereon. 

DEFENCE  OP  P0BT8  AND  HARBORS. 
Mr.  MiTCBiLL  from  the  comniitlee  appointed 
on  the  5th  inEtanl  to  take  into  eondderation  that 
purt  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  of  December  2d,  1806  which  relates  to  the 
protection  of  the  seaporU,  harbors,  and  waters  ot 
the  United  States,  made  a  report,  as  folJows: 

It  appean  from  the  aMnmunieatioa  of  tha  Baaretarj 
at  War,  made  to  Congrcw  on  the  13th  Pabruair,  I80S, 
that  aeTerat  of  the  public  woAm  Bredsd  ta  di^snt 
patta  of  the  nation,  &>i  lh»  pnrpoMa  of  defence,  atand 
m  need  of  finiihing  or  repam.  The  condition  of  the 
Jbrtific&tions  of  Fort  Sumner,  in  Mains,  Fort  Conatitn- 
n  New  Hampahtiv,  Fort  Indnendeuee,  in  Maaia- 
tta.  Porta  Adama  and  Wolcot  m  Rhode  Island,  Fort 
It,  Fort  Jaj,  in  New  fork,  Fort 


PortNaliMi,  .       . 

KiMi,  Forti  MooHita,  Pin«kiM7,  and  Johmon,  in  South 
CkroUna,  Purt  Oraan,  in  OeoiBia,  and  of  Porta  St.  Looia, 
81.  Chwdnsand  St.  niihp,  in  Orteana,  and  of  tha  va- 
riooa  other  feels  aad  miUlair  atatioaa,  ia  well  known 
to  the  War  D«|iartinent,  and  oaij  rsqniiaa  ^propria. 
"  '  y  from  yaar  to  year,  to  wiable  Ihe  needftil 


It  ia  therafon  dsenisd  mineeesaary  to  enter  into  a 
detailed  enumeratien  of  their  respectire  wants.  But 
Iha  comuitlea  eannet  forbear,  to  make  mention  of 
New  Yoik,  Chaibrton,  aad  New  (Maana. 

They  an  fDlly  sennble  of  the  great  and  growtn^  im- 


fortaitce  of  Naw  Yrak ;  ita  < 
ject  of  public  and  genual  c 


tamed  to  that  object  dniitig  the 
of  1806;  and  upwards  of  tSB/NM  were  expended  in 
repairing  and  enlarging  in  the  moat  ■□hetanlial  man- 
ner the  woifca  on  Ootmhot's  Island.  Theae  are  pn^ 
grewiug  with  all  eonvenient  speed ;  and  thongti  at  this 
uooMnt  snapendad  on  aeconnt  of  the  rigor  of  the  saa- 
•on,  the  eouwtte«  has  had  the  satiAction  to  learn 
that  the  labor  will  be  reaomed  with  the  ceMation  of  the 
eetd,  and  be  iteMffi^  continued  until  both  the  dty  and 


By  the  fortificatioaa  which  it 
man  the  dtflereu  bvor^le  podtioiw  wUch  Ab  land 
ifada  both  above  and  below  OovemOr's  Island,  skilflil 
engiBeBn  lonoaive  that  so  mneh  will  be  done  ■■  to  t«- 
pal  e««iy  ordinary  aannlt  of  shipa,  and  of  all  othet 
Mteeleaathan  an  invading  anny.  Tha  inteodad  sub- 
stitution of  peimaneot  atmetorea  of  solid  msaoury,  in- 
stead iif  iiiiiiil  siiil  iMiil.  iiill  iiidml  rsqain mere tima 
Jbr  their  completion ;  but  an  anpU  oompeuMtiDn  for 
thia  will  be  found  erentoally  in  tbab  greater  stteAgth 
and  durability. 

ThefiMiAcattons  at  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  hal- 
ing been  almost  totally  ruined  by  the  isTele  hrnnoane 
of  IMM,  msasqres  have  been  abaady  adopted  ts  rebuild 


them  in  the  beet  manner  that  the  sitnaliaB  of  Uw 
ground  admita. 

Preparations  are  alao  making  for  the  protection  of 
New  Orleans,  and  the  moutb  of  tha  Mlwiiaippi,  and 
eTince  a  similar  aitantion  to  the  puUic  intareile  in  that 

The  committee,  however,  haa  not  judged  it  neceaaaiT 
to  particulariie  the  specific  eums  which  it  may  be  neeo- 
tal  to  apply  to  each  of  theae  important  objects.  There 
woidd  be  considerable  diSiculiy  in  thia,  forwent  of  or- 
cunutantial  and  minute  information.  They  therefore 
believe  it  will  be  inffident  to  recommend  an  ample  ap- 
propriation in  groaa,  for  the  repair  of  existiDg  forafiea- 
tioBB,  and  die  erection  of  sneb  new  onea  aa  may  be  »- 
quired;  and  to  leave  the  eipeitdtture  of  the  same,  whan 
the  general  aaft^  or  boal  welfoia  shall  demand  i^  to 
tha  ample  nformation  and  eoond  dieaMtion  of  tlw  Ei> 

Under  theae  eonaideialioiH  the  rommiltee  aak  leava 
to  rapoit  a  bill,  making  forthar  ^pr^Kiationa  for  te> 
tifying  the  porta  and  harbors  of  Ihe  United  Smtea,  ad 
for  building  guuboata. 

The  bill  was  raad  and  orderal  to  a  aeetMid  read- 
ing. 

T  DBS  DAT,  Deemnber  16l 


A  mBwiae  from  the  Honte  of  RepreientatiTa* 
informed  the  Senate  thai  the  House  airree  to  tiM 
amendments  ai  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  eniitletl 
"An  net  to  auepend  the  operation  of  an  act,  enti- 
tled 'An  act  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  certain 
goods,  wares,  and  tDerohandise,'  and  to  remit  the 
penalties  incurred  under  the  same,"  with  amend- 
menta ;  in  wbiah  they  desire  the  ooacnrrence  of 
the  Senate. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  RepreseniAtives  to  tbeii 
amendments  to  the  bill  last  mentioned  j  and  coo- 
catred  therein. 

The  bill  making  further  appropriationa  for  for- 
tifving  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States, 
sad  for  building  gnQboats,  was  read  the  aecona 
time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Mitghili.,  Gibce, 
and  Baldwih,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

A  motion  wu  made,  bj  Mr.  Bradi.bt,  that  it  be 


entitled  "An  act  to  anthoiiie  ths  State  of  Tennssi 
issue  grants  end  perfect  titles  to  certain  lands  therein 
dsaeribed,  and  to  settle  tba-claiuu  to  the  vacant  and 
unappropriated  landa  within  the  same,"- aod  fo  r^ort 
tbereeu ;  and  Uie  motion  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
for  consideraliou. 

WsniiBsDAY,  December  17. 
On  motion,  by  Mr.  Traot,  it  waa 
Resolved,  That  a  oomnittee  of  three  members 
of  the  Senite  be  appointed,  who,  with  three  mem- 
bers of  the  House  of  RepresentatLvea,  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  said  House,  are  lo  have  the  direc- 
tion of  the  money  appropriated  to  purchase  books 
for  Ihe  use  of  Congress,  pursuant  to  the  act  mak- 
ing a  further  appropriation  for  the  support  of  a 
library,  pMaed  on  the  81st  of  Pebmarjr,  1800 ;  and 
ihu  tne  Secncarr  at  tha  Senate  notiff  the  House 
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of  Repnientatirei  of  the  pisMge  of  this  resolnlton; 
and,  Mesara.  Adahs,  Baldwin,  and  Hitchill, 
were  appoiated  the  comniiltee  on  thepirt  of  the 
Senate. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  motion 
made  yesterday,  "That  a  committee  beappoiated 
to  inquire  what  farther  proceeding  is  necessary  to 
carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of  an  act,  eatiiled 
'*Au  act  to  authorize  the  State  of  Tenoessee  to 
issue  grants  and  perfect  titles  to  certain  lands 
therein  described,  and  to  settle  the  clainis  to  the 
racant  and  unappropriated  lands  within  the 
same ;"  and  hariDS  agreed  thereto,  Messrs.  Brad- 
UT,  Tbaot,  and  Oiles,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee to  consider  and  report  ihereon. 

A  measage  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTea 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed  a 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  erection  of  a 
bridge  arer  the  rirer  Potomac,  within  the  District 
of  Colambia,"  in  which  they  desire  the  concut- 
rettce  of  the  Senate. 

Tbe  bill  was  read,  and  otdered  to  the  second 


Tbdbbday,  December  la 
The  bill  tent  from  the  House  of  Re|K«seata- 
lires,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  ereetion  of 
a  bridge  over  the  rirer  Potomac,  within  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  Messrs.  Bmitb  of  Vermont,  Whits, 
and  QAiLL.AnD,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

FBroAT,  December  19. 

The  credentials  of  Stepbeh  R,  Bbadley,  ap- 
pointed a  Senator  hy  the  Legislature  of  tbe  Slate 
of  Vermont,  for  the  term  of  six  years,  from  and 
aAer  the  third  day  of  March  next,  were  presented 
and  read;  also,  the  credentials  of  JohnMilleikie, 
appointedaSenator  by  the  Legislature  of  the  Slate 
of  Oeorgia,  for  the  term  of  six  years,  from  anil 
•f^er  the  third  day  of  March  nexL 

Ordered,  That  they  lie  on  file. 
Oa  motion,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tdbher  be  of  the 

tee  tv  whom  was  referred,  on  the  9tb  instant,  the 
bill  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  slaves  into  en y 

g)n  or  place  withinthe  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
tates,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  January, 
1808,  in  place  of  Mr.  Stoke,  who  is  absent. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Tract,  it  was 
Reaolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  in- 

Suire  into  the  circumstances  of  the  coinage  at  the 
lint  of  the  United  Sutes,  with  leave  to  report  hy 
bill  or  otherwise,  respecting  thi 
Orderrd,  That  Messrs.  T 
llrrcaiLL,  be  the  eommittee. 

MoNDAT,  December  22. 


TtiE8i»AV,  December  23. 

The  Pbesidbht  laid  before  the  Senate  a  report 

of  the  Secreuiy  lot  the  Depanmuu  of  Treasury, 


in  conformity  with  the  several  acts  making  pro- 
visioti  for  the  disposal  of  the  public  lands  in  the 
Indiana  Territory,  made  by  the  Commissioners 
appointed  to  examine  tbe  claims  to  land  in  the 
■<L5triet  of  Vineennes;  which  was  read,  and  the 


Baldwin,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

WBDIIE8DAT,  Deeember  24. 

Mr.  Bhadlbt  presented  the  petition  of  Seth 
Harding,  commander  of  a  ship  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States  dutintr  the  Revolutionary  war, 

which  service  he  received  extreme  bodily  injo- 
, ,  ai  is  staled  at  large  in  bis  petition,  and  pniy- 
ing  such  pecuniary  relief  as  may  to  Coogr«R 
seem  reasonable  fora  jierson  debilitated  by  public 
service;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred 
to  Messrs.  Bbadlet,  Shitb  of  Maryland^  and 
Giles,  to  consider  and  report  thereon,  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  WoBTBiNOTOtf,  it  was 

Betohed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  whether  tbe  several  Territorial  govern- 
ments within  the  United  States  have,  in  pursu* 
ance  to  the  ordinance  and  laws  of  tbe  United 
States,  returned  copies  of  the  laws  which  such 
Territories  have  adopted  ot  enacted  to  Congren, 
and  if  any  Territory  has  not  made  ibe  proper  re- 
turns, the  eommittee  are  directed  to  inqaire  into 
the  causes  of  sucb  omission  and  make  report ; 
and  Messrs.  Woktbihoton,  BaLDarm,  and 
MooKE,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Fbioat,  December  26. 
Mr.  WBtTB,  presented  tbe  petition  of  a  nnmber 
of  the  inhatntants  of  Alexandria,  in  favor  of  a 
bridge  over  tbe  river  Potomac,  on  the  principles 
cf  a  Dill  passed  the  House  of  Representatives  dnr- 
ing  the  present  session,  and  stating  that  every  ef- 
fort in  their  power  will  be  made  for  a  speedy  exe- 
cution of  the  same,  should  their  prayer  be  granted. 
And  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
committee  appointed  the  ISih  instant,  to  consider 
the  bill  sent  rrom  the  House  of  Representatives  on 
tbe  subject 

HoKDAT,  Deeember  29. 

The  Pbebidert  communicated  a  letter  from 
Robebt  Wbioht,  stating  that  he  had  resigned 
his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

Philip  Rebu,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Le- 

C'  latute  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  in  plaee  of 
berl  Wright,  resigned,  produced  his  credentiala 
and  («ok  his  seat  in  tbe  Senate. 
Hehby  Ct.AY,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Le- 

JisLature  of  the  State  of  Kenineky,  in  place  of 
nhn  Adair,  resigned,  produced  his  credeatials  and 
took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

The  credentials  of  Mr.  Clay  and  Mr.  Rbeo 
were  severally  read,  and  the  oath  was  administer- 
ed to  them  as  the  law  prescribes. 

Mr.  Reed  also  produced  the  credentials  of  hi* 
appointment  to  be  a  Senator  of  the  United  Slates 
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from  the  Stkte  of  Marj Imod,  from  the  third  da* 
of  Uuch  n«t,  anti)  ihs  4lh  dar  of  Mirch,  1813, 
and  thejr  were  retd,  and  otderea  to  lie  od  file. 

Jambs  FsmiBBjlrom  ihe  State  of  Rhode  IslaDd, 
attended. 

A  meiaage  from  the  Manse  ioformed  the  Senate 
that  th«  Honaebare  paaaed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  nukins  ippTopriatioQ*  for  the  rapport  of  the 
Nary  of  the  United  9iatea  during  the  year  one 
ikoaaand  tight  hnadred  and  Mren,"  in  which  they 
dcaire  the  eonenrrenee  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  waa  read,  and  onlet«d  to  the  tecond 
TCadioE. 

Mr.  Smitb,  of  Haryland,  anbmitted  tbefollow- 
iag  motioii  for  oonsideraiioQ : 

Saelvtd,  That  a  committM  be  appointwl  to  inqvira 
wbMher  atiTi  asd,  if  any,  what,  atnandiiMnti  are  ii»- 
oMmytothBactfareMaUiriiinmlMMidaiticlM  ibr 
the  gomnunuit  of  tha  Aiaiia  of  the  Daitod  Slala*. 

Mr.  WoHTHmoToir,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  kubjeet,  reported  that,  on  inqairy, 
they  find  some  of  the  lawa  adopted  and  enacted 
by  the  Territories  of  the  United  States  have  been 
returned  to  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  Stale, 
and  are  assured  by  that  officer  that  sncb  aa  hare 
been  returned  shall  be  Ud  before  GoDgress  Id  a 
few  daya,  and  chat  be  has  taken  meannei  to  obtain 
■uch  ■■  hare  not  been  reinmed. 

Mr.  Bbadlet,  from  the  eommitiee  appointed  on 
the  snbjeot,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Seth 
Hardingr,  late  a  Captain  in  the  Nary  of  the  United 
States  i  which  was  rend,  and  ordered  to  ihe  second 
reading. 

ToEBDAri  December  30. 

Mr.  Worth iNOTOK  preaented  the  petition  of  a 
number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Co- 
Inmbia,  ia  the  Slate  of  Ohio,  praying  foraredne- 
tion  of  the  price  of  the  leserred  seciions,  Nos.  15, 
21,  and  23,  m  the  original  snrreyed  township  ir 
the  aaid  cotiaiy,  for  reasons  stated  in  the  petition . 
whkk  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee 
appointed  on  the  eighth  instant,  to  examine  what 
alterations  are  necessary  in  ihelawt  for  tbenleof 
thepoblic  lands,  tn  connider  and  report  thereon. 

Tne  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropria- 
tion! for  the  support  of  the  Nary  of  the  United 
Slates  during  the  year  one  thounnd  eiffhl  hun- 
dred and  Mfeo,"  wa*  read  the  second  time,  mod 


1.  MiTOBiLL,  Shits  of  Maryland, 
and  Clat,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Hr.  BuiTB  of  Vermont,  from  the  eommitte 
whom  waa  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  „ 
ihorizing  the  erection  of  a  bridge  over  the  river 
Potomae,  within  the  District  of  Columbia,"  re- 
pmted  it  without  amendmenL  He  also  presented 
a  petition,  rigned  John  Mason  and  others,  citizens 
or  Oeorgetown,  stating  the  reasons  why  the  bill 
shonld  not  pass;  and  the  peiiiioo  waa  read,  and 
the  consideration  of  the  bill,  as  in  Coramittae  of 
the  Whole,  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday 
next. 

The  motion  made  yesterday  to  inquire  what 
amendments,  if  any,  are  necessary  to  the  act  for 
esiaUishiag  rolea  and  ailicles  fat  iha  gorernmeot 


SBtlATC. 

of  the  Armies  of  the  United  States,  was  resumed 
and  adopted;  and  Messrs.  Smitb  of  Maryland, 
AoAKB,  and  Bbaolbv,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Seth  Harding,  late  a 
Captain  in  the  Nary  of  the  United  Sute^  waa 
read  the  second  time,  and  the  further  considerm- 
tion  thereof  postponed  until  to-moirow. 

WinxBanAT,  December  31. 
TnoHAB  Sdhtu,  from  the  State  of  South  Car- 
olina, attended. 
Mr.  MiTCBii-i^from  the  committee  to  whom 
as  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  makingap* 
l^priations  for  the  support  of  the  Nary  of  the 
United  States  during  the  year  one  thooaand  eight 


On  motion,  it  was  agreed,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, that  this  bill  be  now  read  the  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tha 
Whole,  the  second  reaainj  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Seth  Harding,  late  a  Captain  in  the  Nary  of 
the  United  Stales,  and  the  bill  having  been 
amended,  was  reported  to  the  House,  atuTagree^ 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading 
as  amended. 

A  message  from  the  House  informed  the  Senate 
that  the  House  liare  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  mab^  appropriations  for  the  support  of  tha 
Military  Establish  men  I  of  the  United  Slates,  for 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seren," 
in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  tn« 
Senate. 

The  bill  was  read,  and  it  was  agreed,  by  unani- 
mous consent,  to  dispense  with  the  rule,  and  that, 
this  bill  be  now  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Shitb 
of  Maryland,  Bbadubt,  aodMiTCHiLi^tocousider 
and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  Friday. 

pKiDAT,  January  3, 1807. 

The  PBEsinairr  commnnicated  a  report  of  tha 
Secreur^  for  the  Department  of  Treaaory,  in 
conformity  with  the  sereral  acts  making  provis- 
ion for  the  disposal  of  the  pnblie  Itnda  in  the  Tef 
ritories  of  Indiana  and  Michigan,  aneloMng  the 
tranaoript  of  decisions  made  by  the  Oomoiisaion- 
ers  iu  favor  of  elaimanit  to  land  in  the  district  of 
Detroit 

And  Ihe  report  and  papers  were  read,  and  or* 
dered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  for  the  relief' of  Seth  Harding,  late  * 
Captain  in  the  Nary  of  the  United  States,  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  the  further  consideraiioa 
of  the  bill  postponed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  Tennessee, 

Retohedt  That  a  committee  be  appointed  (o 
inquire  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  4hai  provisiona 
ought  to  be  made  by  law  to  prevent  unautfaorixed 
entries  or  settlements  of  lanas  ceded  to  the  United 
States,  by  foreign  nations,  by  any  patticulnr  State, 


dbyGoO^Ie 


K 


mSTOBT  OF  CONOBESB. 


A  motion  wad  made  by  Mr.  Bhadliv,  th&t  it  be 

Metekieil,  That  the  CammiiaEnien  of  the  Utrj 
PMMiMi  Fond  be  diractad  to  lay  beftre  the  B«aato  • 
ninnte  ilatenMat  of  tiieit  prooMdingi  lelattie  to  Ac 
managemetit  of  the  njd  &md«,  dnring  the  lait  jeai. 

Ordered,  That  tbe  moiion  lie  for  eonaideration. 

A  iDotJon  was  made  by  Mr.  Clay,  tbal  it  be 


Ordered,  That  the  n 


a  lie  for  coDEider alios. 


MoHDAT,  January  5. 

The  Pbebtdeht  eomiaDiiicated  a  report  from 
the  Treasurer  of  the  United  8tat»,  of  the  gene- 
nl  aeeonnt  of  hia  office,  from  October  lit,  1805, 
to  October  Isl,  1806 ;  as,  also,  the  aceonnti  of  the 
War  and  Nary  DepertmeDU,  for  the  sameperiod; 
and  the  report  was  read,  srid  ordered  ■  " 
table. 

On  motion,  h%JAi.  WoRTHiifOTOH,  n  ou 

Jtetoloed,  That  the  report  of  the  Secretary  for 
the  Department  of  Tre&suty,  of  the  26  innant, 
made  in  coaformity  with  the  several  sets  making 
pTOTisioD  for  the  aispoial  of  the  public  lands  it 
the  Territories  of  ladiana  and  Michigan;  enclos- 
ing the  traoBcript  of  decisions  made  by  the  Com- 
missioners in  niTor  of  claimants  to  land  in  th< 
district  of  Detroit,  be  referred  to  a  special  com- 
mittee. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  WoRTHtMaTOit,  Mac- 
lay,  and  Bbadlbt,  he  the  committee,  to  considet 
and  report  thereon. 

The  foUowiag  Message  was  received  from  Uii 
PaasiDENT  OPTBE  United  States: 
7h  Ik  Senate  and  tbiue  of 

S^ireienlatiet*  of  Uie  Vmted  Statu  .■ 

I  transmit  to  each  House  of  Congreaa  a  copy  of  the 
bwi  of  the  Tsniloi;  of  Michigan,  pasinJ  by  the  Oor- 
emoiandJadfesofUuTe 


*¥he. 


Jarcj 


I  5,  1807. 


Tettiton  doling  the  vmi  18W 
TH.  JEFFHtBON. 


Tha  Ueisage  waa  read,  and,  together  with  the 
laws  therein  mentiiMed,  referred  to  Messrs.  Bmad- 
LBT,  GiLsa,  and  Comdit,  to  consider  ami  report 
thereon. 

Mr.  8.  Smitb  submitted  (he  following  reso- 


Retoiied,  That  a  committaa  b«  upointed  to  inqnin 
whslbar  any,  and,  if  any,  what,  admlnDBl  finoa  is  no- 
iinsij  to  the  Military  Estsbliahment  of  the  United 
Btatas. 

He  observed  that  he  was  one  of  those  who,  io 
1602,  were  of  opinion  that  the  present  Military 
Batablishment  ^s  saScient  for  the  then  existing 
alate  of  the  naiioo.  At  that  time  we  were  at 
peace  with  the  Indians;  of  course  few  men  were 
neeetsary  for  the  Western  frontier,  and  at  every 
poiiit  of  the  Atlaatie  shores  we  were  prepared  for  • 


mistance  by  ike  strength  of  our  militia ;  that  the 
late  icqairemeDt  of  territOTy  gave  bs  an  ezpoeod 
frontier,  which  could  not  be  suocoted  speedi];^  bf 
the  militia  of  the  Udiob;  he  therefore  ooaeeived 
an  addition  to  the  Army  as  indispensably  nece^ 

Ordered.  That  Uiewn.  Bwth  of  Maryland, 
OtLsa,  and  BaADLnr,  be  the  committee,  and  to 

madeon  the  Sd  iutaut,  that  aeont- 
miiiee  be  appointed  to  prepare  and  hrinir  ia  a  bill 
to  eslend  to  the  distriota  of  Kentaeky,  Tcancesee, 
and  Ohio,  the  circuit  conrts  of  the  United  States, 
was  resumed  and  agreed  to  {'  and. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Clat.  Baldwin,  OtLU, 
.Adahb,  and  Bbadlst,  be  the  coinHUtte& 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole.Ihesceondrgadiaf  of  the  bill,  entitled  "Ab 
act  auiiionziBg  the  erection  of  a  bmijFe  over  the 
liver  Potomac,  within  the  District  of  Colnmbia," 
and  the  further  co&sideralion  thereof  was  post- 
poned until  Monday  next. 

Ordered.  That  Messrs.  Wbitb,  Smitb  of  Ver- 
mont, and  Gacllaud,  be  a  committee  to  examine 
the  papers  laid  before  the  Senate  on  the  subject 
of  the  last  mentioned  bJU,Bnd  direct  stich  as  uiey 
may  think  proper  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  eniitlcd  "An  act 
making  approprialioos  for  the  support  of  the  Mil- 
itary Bsiablishment  of  the  United  States  f«-  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seven,"  re- 
ported it  wiihoQt  amendment. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 


TuEflDAY,  January  6. 
Mr.  Clay  presented  the  petition  of  Laurlant 
Baudon,  slating  that  he  obtained  a  judgment 
against  0«arge  K.  C lark,  in  the  Qeneral  Court 
of  the  Notihwestern  Territory  for  a  very  caosid- 
erable  nam,  to  wit :  about  twelve  thousand  dol- 
lars ;  that  some  lime  after  the  said  judgment  was 
obtained,  and  before  execution  i»ued  thereon, 
Congress  passed  an  act  to  divide  the  said  Terri- 
tory ;  be  therefore  prays  such  legislative  provia- 
ioo  may  be  made,  as  that  executions  may  issue 
on  judgments  obtained  before  the  division  of  the 
said  Territory,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  a  divix 
ion  had  never  taken  place;  and.  the  petition  waa 
read,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Clay,  Bradlev, 
and  Giles,  to  consider  and  report  thereoiL 
The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appromia- 
)ns  for  the  support  of  the  MLUiary  MstabUsh- 
ment  of  the  United  Stales,  for  the  year  one  thou< 
sand  eight  hundred  and  seven,"  was  read  the 
third  time,  aad  passed. 

WaBMsaoAT,  Jaanary  7. 

The  Pbesideitf  communicated  the  report  of 

the  Postmasier  General,  made  in  obedience  to  the 

of  the  3ist  of  April  last ;  and  the  report  was 

.._[!,  aud  referred  to  Messrs.   Tracy,  Bald WIH, 

and  CoitDiT  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

A  message  from  the  Honse  af  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
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abiU,  ealidsi]  "An  Mt  saUioriziDf  ihe  discharge 
of  Williaai  Heara  ijrom  tiu  impiisoDoient ;"  and 
a  bill,  eatitled  "Ad  act  for  the  relief  of  Oeorge 
Liulej"  ia  whicli  bilk  they  desire  the  concur- 
reoce  of  the  Seule. 

The  biUa  were  read,  and  ordered  to  the  aeoood 
radiaK- 

Mr.TBAcr,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
sabject  waa  referred,  cm  the  19th  of  Deoembar 
lack  reponed  a  bill  in  aiddiiion  to  the  act  for  ca* 
tabUtfhuw  a  Mint,  and  regulating  the  eoiu  of  the 
United  States;  which  waa  read,  and  ordered  to 
the  lecond  reading. 

.    ThcKsday,  January  8. 

The  bill,  entitled  '-An  act  far  the  relief  of 
George  Little,"  was  rend  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  iieuu.  Maolat,  Adahb,  and  Tract, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  ac>  authorizing  the  dis- 
charge of  William  Hearn  from  his  imprigon- 
ment,"  was  read  the  seeoad  time,  and  referred  to 
Heaus.  Tbact,  OfLie,  and  Mooba,  to  contider 
and  report  theraon. 

The  tiiUm  addition  to  the  act  for  «siahlishjng 
a  Mint,  and  regulating  the  coIdb  of  the  United 
States,  was  read  the  second  time,  and  the  fnriher 
eoasideratioQ  thereof  postponed  until  t[>-morraw. 

Ordered^  That  the  petition  of  John  CheBt», 
K^thar  with  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Trentary  of  the  35tii  of  March  last,  thereon,  be 
referred  to.  Messrs.  Hillbodsb,  Bradliv,  and 
Smith,  of  New  York,  to  consider  and  repon 
ih«reaa. 

FniDiY,  Jannary  9. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  (he  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  for  esuh- 
lishing  a  Mint  and  regulating  the  coins  of  the 
United  States,  and  after  haring  agreed  to  sundry 
amendments,  the  bill,  as  amended,  was  reported 
to  the  HoQse. 

Ordertdi  That  it  pass  to  the  third  reading  as 
amended. 

Mr.  Bbadlet,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  laws  of  the  Territory  of  Michi- 
imn,  adopted  by  tlie  Ctovernor  and  Judges  of  said 
.Territory,  from  the  first  day  of  July,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  five,  to  Jannary  I,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  sis,  coDimnoicated 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States  in  his  Mes- 
sage of  the  5th  instant,  reported  "that,  haTiog 
haa  said  Jaw*  nnder  considnatiDD,  thay  recom- 
mend to  the  Seoitenot  to  disapproreof  ihesBme." 

Monday,  Jannary  IS. 

Juna  A.  Batabb,  from  the  SUte  of  Dela- 
ware, attended. 

Hr.  Warn  presested  two  memorialo,  signed 
Robert  Brent  and  others,  in  faror  of  the  hiil  be- 
fore the  Senate  for  the  ercetioa  of  a  bridge  over 
the  tiret  Potomac,  which  were  read. 

Mi.  OiLBq  presented  &  letter  signed  GiniON 
OsAiraKR,  Postmaster  QeDKal,  on  tte  same  sab-' 
jeet;  which  was  twit. 


Hr.  Bmitb,  of  Huylaiid,  preaeatel  a  letter, 
signed  Joseph  Clatbe,  on  the  subject  of  bridge*] 
which  was  read. 

Mr.  Bat  ABB  presented  the  examination  of  Wil- 
liam Mill^  of  Bostm,  on  the  same  subject ;  which 

Ordered,  That  these  several  papers  be  printed 
for  the  use  of  the  Senate.' 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  seeoBd  reading  of  the  bill,  entitled 
'"An  act  authorizing  the  erectioo  of  a  bridge  oTer 
the  river  Potomac,  widiin  the  Distoict  of  CalBm> 
bia ;"  and  the  consideration  of  the  bill  was  fnrtba 
postponed  until  Monday  next. 

Mr.  WoHTHiHOTON  gave  notice  that  he  wnnld, 
on  Thnrsday  next,  ask  Isare  to  bring  in  a  bill 
girio^  the  assent  of  Congress  to  a  proposition 
contained  in  th^  sixth  section  of  the  seventh  ar- 
ticle of  the  CoDstitmioB  of  the  State  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  ToBNEB  notified  the  Senate  that  he  wonM 
to-morrow  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  alter  the 
live  of  holding  the  eironit  conrt  in  the  district  of 
North  Carolina. 

The  PnaaiDiHT  laid  before  the  Senate  the  re- 
port of  the  Judges  of  the  Dislriei  of  ColumlKa, 
in  conformity  to  ibe  resolDiioo  of  the  Senate,  of 
the  14di  of  April  last,  on  the  tnbjeet  of  a  fe«  lull ; 
and  the  report  wss  lead,  and  referred  to  Messrs. 
Adams,  Bbadlbt,  and  Mitcbtll,  to  consider  and 
tBport  thereon  by  Ull  or  oiherwise. 

The  Pbesidbnt  laid  before  the  Senate  an  au- 
thenticated copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the  mem- 
bers of  a  committee  appointed  by  a  canreniion  of 
delegates  of  the  citizens  of  Michigan  Territory, 
convened  at  Detroit  the  27th  day  of  November, 
1806,  by  proclamation  of  the  Ciovemor,  and  dis- 
solved on  the  first  day  of  December  last,  signed 
Augustus B.  Woodtvard, and  others)  which  was 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee 
appointed  on  the  fifth  instant,  on  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  Treasarv, 
on  the  disposal  of  Isnds  in  the  Indiana  and  Mian- 
igan  Territories,  and  claims  to  lands  in  the  di^ 
trict  of  Detroit,  to  consider  and  report  tbeieon. 

Mr.  Maciat,  from  the  committee  to  whom  wis 
referred  the.  bill,  entitled  "An,  act  for  the  relief  of 
George  Little."  reported  it  without  amendmaB^ 
and  the  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  an- 
til  to-morrow. 

The  credentials  a£  Jobn  Gaiixabo^  appebted 
a  Senator  of  the  United  Slates  for  the  Slate  nf 
Sogth  CarollDa,  for  the  torn  of  six  jiears  after 
the  3d  of  March  next,  were  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  file. 

The  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  for  eilabliihiBC 
a  mint,  and  regukting  the  coins  of  the  United 
States,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  postponed 
until  Monday  next. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Cut,  that  it  be 

Sttohed,  That  it  is  eipeSenl  and  proper  to  appro. 

prists  a  quantity  of  land,  not  aiceeding meres,  at 

a  fair  "^  valtistlon,  toward*  the  opraingof  the  euad 
pntiosed  to  be  oat  at  the  rspda  of  Ihs  CNiie,  on  tb* 
Kentucky  shore : 
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Ordered,  That  ihU  motion  lie  for  eontiden- 

Mr.  Clat,  from  the  committee  to  whom  wai 
nfened,  oa  the  6lh  iaituit,  the  petition  of  Lau- , 
rient  Baztdon,  reported  that  the  prayer  of  the 
petition  ought  not  to  be  granted;  and  the  report 
irai  adopted^ 

TnaaDAs,  Jannarr  13> 

Agreeablr  to  notice  nren  retlerdaf,  Hr.  Ttrn- 
MH  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring'  in  a  bill  to 
alter  the  time  of  holding  the  elniiit  court  in  the 
Dietriei  of  North  Carolina;  and  the  bill  wat  read, 
and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  ai  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  second  retuliog  of  the  bilL  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Qeoive  Little,"  and  the 
bill  ha*iog  been  reported  to  the  Hoiue  trithont 
amendment, 

Ordered,  That  it  paas  to  asthird  reading. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  ibe  subject  was  referred  on  the  Sth  in- 
etaoi.  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  report  a  bill 
■uppUmentarr  to  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  fixing 
the  Military  Peace  Eitablishmeot  of  the  United 
Stales  i"  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  ordered  to  the 
second  readins. 

Ordered,  That  the  menuirial  of  the  President 
and  Directors  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware 
Canal  Company,  presented  on  the  28th  of  Janu- 
ary last,  together  with  the  documents  and  report 
thereon,  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Batasd,  Bald- 
win, and  MiTcRiLi.,  to  consider  and  report  to  the 


Wbdhisvat,  January  14. 

The  bill  to  alter  the  time  for  holding  the  cir- 
cuit court  in  the  district  of  North  Carolina  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs. 
Tdbnbh,  Bhadlby,  and  Qius,  to  consider  and 
report  i hereon. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  presented  a  memorial 
uened  John  Mason,  Benjamin  Stoddert,  and 
Walter  Smith,  stating  reasons  against  the  bill  for 
erecting  a  bridge  over  the  rirer  Potomac,  with 
enndry  docttments  in  reference  thereto;  which 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use 
oT  the  Senate. 

The  hill  supplementary  lo  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  filing  the  Military  Peace  Establishment  of 
the  United  States^"  was  read  the  second  lime, 
and,  having  been  amended,  waa  reported  to  the 
Honsa  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  read- 
ing as  amended. 

A  memace  from  the  House  of  Representatires 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  hare  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  repealini*  the  acts  laying 
duties  on  salt,- and  eontinuing  m  force  ibr  a  fur- 
ther time  the  first  section  of  an  act,  entitled  "An 
act  furihei  lo  protect  the  commerce  and  •eimcn 
of  the  United  States  against  the  Barbary  Pow- 
ers i"  in  whieh  they  dente  the  eoncurrenee  of  the 
Senate. 


The  bill  last  brotight  up  for  concurrence  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
George  Little,"  was  read   the  third   time,  and 

Mr.  Clat,  from  the  committee  tit  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  on  the  6th  instant,  reported 
a  bill  esiabliahiog  circuit  courts,  and  abridging 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  district  courts  in  the  dis- 
tricts of  Kentncky,  Tenneasee,  and  Ohio;  and 
the  bill  was  read,  and  ordered  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  Senate  took  into  coanderation  the  motion 
made  on  the  12th  instant,  to  ajipropriale  a  quan- 
tity of  land,  at  a  fair  cash  valuation,  towards  the 
opening  of  the  canal  proposed  to  be  cot  at  the 
rapids  of  the  Ohio,  on  the  Kentucky  shore ;  and 
it  was  referred  to  Messrs.  Clay,  Gilm,  and 
Baldwin,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Thdhbdat,  January  13. 
Mr.  WoBTHiHOTon  commtinicated  two  resoln- 
tions  of  [be  Legislaiare  of  the  State  of  Ohio ;  th« 
one,  requesting  their  Senators  and  Representa- 
tives in  CoDgress  to  use  their  exertions  to  obtain 
a  grant  of  land  between  the  Sciota  and  the  Little 


use  of  schools,  within  the  Virsinia  military  dis- 
trict, in  lieu  of  the  donation  neretofore  granted 
by  Congress  for  that  purpose,  for  reasons  stated 
in  the  resolution ;  the  other,  requesting  them  to 
use  their  exertions  to  procare  the  passage  of  a  , 
law  probibiting  the  imporiisiioD  of  slaves  into  the 
United  States,  or  any  of  the  territories  thereof^  so 
soon  as  the  Constitution  will  admit  of  the  same. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  providing  for  the  punish- 
ment of  certain  crimes  against  the  United  States," 
in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  bill  last  bronnht  up  for  concurrence  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  toe  second  reading. 

The  Prksident  commuaicated  a  report  of  the 
Secreury  for  the  Department  of  State,  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  act  of  Congress,  entitled  ""An  act  to 
regulate  and  fix  the  compensation  of  clerks,"  and 
stating,  that  it  is  his  opiaion  that  the  pablic  ser- 
vice woald  be  promoted  by  a  provision  at  least 
sufficient  for  the  employment  of  an  addiuonal 
clerk. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  repealing  the  acta 
laying  dudes  on  salt,  and  continuing  in  force,  for 
a  ruruier  lime,  the  first  section  of  an  act,  entitled 
'An  act  further  to  protect  the  commerce  and  sea- 
man of  the  United  States  agaiait  the  Barbary 
Powers,"  was  read  the  aecond  time,  and  referred 
to  Messrs.  GiLBa,BBADLBT,  and  Baldwim,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  pRBSiDKRT  communicated  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  in  com- 
pliance with  the  &th  section  of  the  "Act  to  ttga- 
Isie  and  fix  the  compensation  of  clerks,  and  to 
authorize  the  laying  out  certain  public  roads,  and 
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Chesapeake  and'  Delaaare  CanaL 


Senatb. 


for  otlter  purposes ;"  aod  atatiDg  the  namea  of  the 
clerki  emplored  in  the  Secretary's  and  Accouot- 
aoi'a  office,  in  the  War  Departmeat,  in  the  yew 
1806,  lad  the.iniD  ei^en  to  each;  and  that  the 
ezlensioD  of  otir  relations  with  the  ladiana  has, 
within  the  two  yeacs  past,  made  a  considerabte 
addition  to  the  bosiDcsi  for  clerks  in  the  raid  de- 
partment;  aod  the  two  Teportt  last  meDiioDed 
were  re&d,  and  ordered  to  tie  for  conaiderattoD. 

Mr.  TuflHEB,'  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  to  alter  the  time  of  hotdiog  the 
eircnit  Mart  hi  the  district  of  North  Carolina,  re- 
ported tt'ivithoat  amendment. 

Mr.  BaiBLfiT,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  importatioa 
of  riBTW  into  anr  port  or  place  within  the  jaris- 
diction  of  the  United  States,  from  and  af^et  the 
IrMdajrofJanaaryjlSOB,  reported  the  same  with 
anndry  amendments,  which  the  committee  have 
iiieonMi»t«d  with  the  bill.  And  it  was  asrecd 
that  the  bill  ahoiilEl  be  read  as  reported^  and  con- 
sidered in  paragraphs,'  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole^  and, after  having  agreed  to  sundry  amend-' 
ments  in  the  1st,  2d.  3d,  arm  4th  sections  the  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof  was  postponed. 

Mr.  Adams,  from  the  committee  to  v^Kom  the 
mbjcet  w^s  referred,  qs  the  13th  instant,  n 
ported  a  bill  to  reduce  the  eipenses  attendiDK  tb 
administration  of  joslice  in  the  District  of  Colua 
bia;  and  the  billwu  read, and  cvderedto  these< 
ond  reading;. 

CHESAPEAKE  AND  iELAWAHE  CANAL. 

,  Mr.  Batabd,  from  tfaecommittee  to  whomwas 
nferred  the  memDrial  of  th«  Chetapeike  ftnd 
DolawaK  Caiial  Company,  prayin|;  ine  'protec- 
tion and  aid 'of  Congresa,  presevted  on  the  28ih  of 
Janitary,  18Q6.  with  the  doonmentsaccompanving 
the  Mmi^aad  the.repoit  of  a  committee  oi  the 
Benato  (heKan,  nade  the  following  report : 

Thai  hanng.esaaunad  ^aaid  memorial  and  docn- 
nkenta,  and  eonddend  the'  ttfott  of  the  comauttaa  oi 
the  Senate,  made  at  the  last  aeadon  of  CongMa,  and 
findinK  the  Mid-  nport  to  contain  a  atalcraant  of  the 
material  &cta  idatira  to  the  aulgeat  of  the  said  memo- 
lial,  and  appminK  of  the  i«Mlntion  proposed  by  the 
eonuniUee,  refening  to  the  aaid  npoit  a«  a  pait  ef  this 
reprat,  thc^  recoBUaMid  the  adopbon  of  the  re*' 

■    trfteed lo  the Senatal^  iIm Ciimer  oonunittaa> 
£i  SttiaU  oftkt  auitd  Stata,  Bbrch  21,  i 
Mr.  Lmih,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
fined,  on  the  SSth  Jannary  lut,  the  mamorial  of  the 
handant  and  Diiectois  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Dela- 
ware Canal  Compaur,  made  report : 

Tliat  it  Kfipeaa  VM  a  company  has  been  inecrpo- 
laled  and  ertabliahad  by  conMnent  acta  of  the  Lecis- 
lataica  of  Pennayfvania,  Delaware,  and'M«T7land,  for 
die  pai)mee  ef  enttiiq  a  canal  aciofathe  isthmus,  seps- 
laling  the  waters  of  the  DeUware  and  Gheaap*nke 
bi^  Tba  eapilal  of  the  taimaj  eouists  of  two 
dwotand  bi  handnd  shares,  nd  two  bvn^red  doUan 

pUted  to  complete  the  woA,  ia  Sn  hundred  and 
M«n^  thnnsanJ  doUara.  Of  Ous  anm  neaily  foni 
handled  Iboaeand  dollan  hsTe  been  sidMctibed  bj  in- 
diTidnili,  and  between  five  and  six  hnndnd  ahaiti 
maain  imaiibseiibed  for. 

9tb  Cos.  Sd  Sxss.— S 


The  site  of  the  esnal  ha<  been  fixed,  and  its  em* 
bonchiqn  estshlished  at  Welch  Point,  on  the  Elk 
river,  and  Mendenhilt's  fany,  an  ChriitiBna  Creek. 
It  is  intended  to  fiimisb.a  nangation  to  vessels  draw- 
teg  apwards  of  seren  feet  water-  The  work  hss  been 
commenced,  and  a  canal  to  sttpply  the  neeeiaary  water 
~  *'*  -  main  onsl  bss  been  opened  trtna  the  head- 
of  the  Elk  river,  nearly  to  the  line  of  the  route 
of  the  grsnd  canal.  This  canal  of  supply  communi- 
cates with  ptipttloos  and  productive  tracts  of  country  in 
the  three  States  of  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  and  Maiy- 
Isnd,  and  is  calculated  for  barge  navigadon. 

The  length  of  the  mun  canal,  as  the  route  has  been 

itabBshe 
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The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  work  d<  .„..._ 
I  be  accomplished  b;  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware 
Canal  ComMny  is  one  of  great  intereat  and  import- 
ance, not  Dol;  to  the  three  Stalea,  whose  laws  have  in- 
i:orporKted  the  company,  but  generally  to  the  United 
Ststea.  By  opening  the  proposed  communicatJOD  be- 
tween the  two  bays,  the  ssfe  inland  navigation  of 
twenty-one  milea,  supplies  the  place  of  a  drcuitoua  and 
exposed  navigation  of  five  hundred.  The  large  tracts 
of  country  in  Virginia,  Maryland,  Fennsylrants,  Dela< 
ware,  and  New  leisey,  connected  with  the  waters  of 
the  bays,  win  bo  fiirnisbed  vrith  a  safe  water  eommu- 
nicatioD,  and  will  immediately  fee!  the  great  beneSt  of 
the  work.  In  the  event  of  a  war,  the  fiuililj,  celerity, 
safety,  and  cheapness,  in  the  transportation  of  troope, 
arid  ordnance,  and  mUitsiy  atone,  from  remote  parta 
of  the  United  States,  present  an  object  at  once  of  ao^ 
fident  nsgnituile  to  interest  tbe  General  Government 
in  the  oridertakiQg-  The  importance,  however,  of  the 
prdposad  ranal,  though  great  in  iteel^  is  not  jasUy  Kp- 
predated 'by  consideTing  it  as  aseparatework  ;  it  mult 
be  viewed  as  the  ba^  of  a  vast  scheme  of  interior 
navigslioD,  connecting  the  wateia  of  tbe  lakes  with 
Otose  of  the  most  aontben  States,  a  plan  certainly 
within  the  compass  of  industry  snd  art ;  and  if  beyond 
the'pTe««atiiie«aia,nnque«tiMtably  witlun  the  growing 
iMontces  of  tha  cauntiy. 

Tbe  fbllowing  statement  and  iUnatntiiHi  of  Qa  i^an, 
^▼B  aittacled  from  the  memorial,  fur- 
ract  view  of  the  subject,  well  deserving 
tue  seriMiB  consideration  of  the  Senate  : 

"It  is  easy  however  to  see,  by  era  wining  any  mm 
of  the  Dpited  States,  that  this  extent  may  be  carried 
much  Aiither-  To  the  southward,  the  canal  through 
the  Diintal  Swamp,  now  in  execntioB^  will  open  the 
communication  to  the  waters  of  Albemarle  souoil,  and 
from  thence  Ibrough  the  inlet*  to  South  Carolina  and 
Georgia.  To  the  northward,  a  communication  is  now 
nearly  c^)ened  from  Albany,  up  the  Mohawk  river  to 
Lake  Ontario  snd  all  the  oppci  lakes ;  if  a  riroilar  one 
be  made  ftom  die  Hudson  nver  to  Lake  CGampl^it 
will  extend  tbe  navigation -to  t^aebep-  And  to  the 
eaatward,  if  the  pass  from  Bntnrd^  to  Boston  baf 
be  opened,  which  has  been  eontemidaled,  it  vriH  in 
like  manner  extend  it  to  Boston  and  all  the  coast  vt 
Hassachnsetts.  Thus,  with  opanmg  only  a  few.  Affrt 
passes,  of  whidi  tbe  Chesapeake  and  IMaware  Ciual 
is  theEiiealaiidEnliminaryoiie,aoammDniatMMm9 
be  made  naaily  a«e  from  all  the  dangeia  of  the  ocean, 
along  .the  lybola  eoast  of  tha  United  States." 

The  committee  sre  of  opinion  that  it  is  among  the 
first  dudes  of  a  Govemmsnt  to  promote  public  im- 
provements of  a  general  nature.  No  works  deserve 
the  character  of  public  improvements  more  than  canal*. 
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Outapeake  aad  Belaieare  QmaL 


Jwaut,  1807. 


Th«  one  projKiMd  bj  the  memoiUIiiti  i*  of  llu  Snt 
mwiitDde  t  It  Iheiefore  well  dM«rv«  the  wtUtsnce 
and  sncoungsment  o{  the  {JoieramBnt.  CaDwduing 
that  B  large  capital  hai  been  mbsoribed,  that  an  ei- 
mncive  part  of  the  work  is  nearlj  completed,  that 
probably,  without  the  coimt^naticB  and  aid  oftheGov- 
ernnutnt,  the  work  will  cease,  to  the  loai  of  a  number 
f)f  public  apiiitcd  iadividaale,  and  the  daatiQation  of  a 
freal  public  improventent  i  it  i*  tbe  opioiotLof  Ihecom- 
fnittee  that  aid  oujbt  to  be  gnalei.  to  the  memodaliita. 

If  it  b«  inconveiiieDt,  at  Ihu  moment,  to  apaie  money 
fiom  Uie  TreuniJ,  ths  United  BUtaa  have  it  in  thur 
MirN  to  DODtribnte  the  aaujtance  prayed  ibr  by  a  giant 
it  lend-  The  grant  may  be  either  grattiitaui,  or  the 
C^mpaoy  aqjoined  to  diipoae  of  it,  an4  to  eradit  the 
United  State*  with  aharea  of  thaii  atock,  .ei{Dal  to  the 
Btweed*  of  the  landi  at  the  eatabliihad  rata  of  two 
{Aindred  dollan  for  each  ahaie. 

The  committ^M,  Iheretii^  submit  the  fallowing 
rMoIatio^ : 

tUaobxd,  That acre*  of  land  be  granted  to 

^e  Cheaapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  upm 
Aeir  giting  b«ad,  conditioned  to  traaafer  to  the  Dnv 
Ud  State*  a  number  of  the  ibarei  of  the  capita^  *b>ck 
«f  aaid  company,  >t  the  rate  of  two  hundred  dollar*  « 
■hare,  eqn^  to  the  proceed*  of  the  lale*  of  the  land 
^[tanted  to  them ;  and  conditioned  to  tell  the  aaid  land 

within  jean,  and   to   fuiniih  to  the  Searetai; 

'^the  TMasory  a  tme  acuinnt  of  the  aale*. 

The  report  wu  oideied  to  lie  for  conEideratioa. 

Fhidit,  January  16. 


inquire  into  the  expedienor  of  alteriug  *o  much 
<>f  an  act  of  Match  3, 1903,  as  relates  to  (he  landa. 
^tUowedfor  Ihempport  of  scho«U,  la  tbeVuginia 
military  retMrvation,  in  liie  Sta(e  of  Ohio,  aiitd 
tW  thej  h^Te  laaVa  W  Hpwt  by  bill  or  otheii- 
ttiaai.  . 

Orieni.  That  Mcmtb.  WoBTaiNBTCMi,  Qox- 
BIT,  and  Mooaa,  be  the  comtnattee  to  ooutdn 
w4  repoci  ttMreon. 

HrlfBAOV,  from  tha  committea  te  whom  wat 
Mfemd  the  bfll,  entiited  "An  act  avtborizbe  the 
discbarge  pf  William  Heam  from  bi*  imprtion- 
jnent"  repotted  the  sane  with  amendniefilt ; 
VhictiVereread, 

The  bill,  entitled'An  act  providing  Tot  the  pQD- 
[ahtnent  of  certain  crimes  sgaiqst  the  United 
States,"  wa£  read  the  second  lime,  and  referred 
to  the  committee,  appointed  on  the  8th  of  Deceiib- 
beilBU,towhoiaWBsr^f^tredtiiatpartoftbeMes- 
M(a  of  the  Preaidei^t  of  the  United  States,  at  the 
optDing  of  tha  ipsiion,  which  relates  ^  ibis  sob' 
jMt,  lo  ooosider  and  report  iharaon. 
»  On  motio*,' by  Ur.  Mookb,  (be  galledea  ware 
Bleared ;  and  two  naolDlioas  of  the  Lagialatore 
af  Iha  Sttte  of  Viiwit  wet*  presented  aad  rtftd, 
and  oid«nd  10  lia  for  eonsidnaliaD. 

A  means*  from  the  House  of  ReprMCDtatiTee 
iafanned  toe  Senate  that  the  House  hare  passed 
a  bill,  ealitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  Preatdent 
of  the  Uoited  Btalet  to  accent  the  sertice  of  a 
number  of  Tolunteer  companies,  not  exceeding 
thirty  thousand  men ;"  also,  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
ici  supptemeDiaiir  to  the  act,  entitled  'An  Wt 


making  provision  for  the  redenptioit  of  tha  whole 
of  the  public  debt  of  the  United  Stales;"  in  wbi«k 
bilU  ibey  desire  the  caocurrence  of  the  Senate. 
The  bills  were  read,  aad  prdered  to  the  eeooad 

The  Senate  raiumcd,  aiin  Commiute  of  the 
Wholoj  the  second  reading  of  tte  bill  to  alter  tha 
if  holding  the  olrcuit  court  in  the  distriet  of 


Ordered,  That  this  biU  pass  14  a  third  t> ^ 

The  bill  establishing  oirenitcoorla,  aad  ahridj^ 
ing  the  jurisdiction  of  the  disitiet  courts  in  nt 
district!  of  KeAtucky,  TeaBe»e^  amhObio,  ^a* 
read  the  s^eond  tima  as  ia  Copai^im  of  Uu 
Whole ;  and,  h&riog  be«n  aitoe«<Mv  «a*  Hvo""'! 
to  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  ibii  bUl  pan  to  the  tbiid  read- 
ing a*  ameodcd. 

The  tuUsappleaientaxr  loan  act,  aBtitled  "An 
act  flsing  the  Military  PtaOe  Establiahmeni  of 
the  Unitad  States,"  was  raad  lh«  third  time,  ani 

The  bill  to  reduce  the  ezp«iaaa  aiteadiag  thg 
admin  is  itai  ion  of  justice  in  the  District  of  Colam- 
bia  was  read  tbe  eccond  tine,  and  oeneiderad- aa 
in  Coipinitiee  of  tbe  Wtiole ;  and  tfaa  fnribet  eo»- 
s^eraiion  thereof  postponed. .  - 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  ia  Gommittek  of  lb* 
Whole^  tbe  bill  to  prohibit  the  impoiMtion  of 
-'— "  •-■"  -iy  port  or  pUce.wilhin  the  jurisdio- 


tioD  of  tbe  Unitad  StalM,  froin  ao^  nAer  t^  first 
day  of  JaAvaty,  1606 ;  and,  after  progress,  iha 


_    _^ r  paataoncd; 

AgrecaUy  to  notiee  aiven  ta  tie  Itib  iaiu 
dr.  WOBTqiNonMi  aaaad'  aitd  o'     * 


hring  ia  a  bill  giving  tlie  ai  _ 
propoaUMB  oDBtainad  in  the  etb  aaaiiea  of  the 
7tb  artidn  «f  ihc.  constitution  af  Ofaio;  aad  tkb 
bin  was  read,  and  oidcnd  to  ih«  iMood  ifeadiaj. 

Mo'!«D*T,  January  1% 

Tbe  hill. entitled  "An ut «utl)0|:izi]i2  fba  Pt<»- 
ident  of  the  United  $i»tee  toaecapt  w^nuviep 
of  a  nnmbai  of  voliuM««r  eoufaoie^  not  eactMi- 
ing  30,000  Qwa,"  WW  aead  the  leeond  ttnu,  awl 
re&rrad  to  Ueiara.  HtsstB.  of  Maryland,  BaiaB- 
LEY,  and  Snicrf a,  ta  eoaeider  and  report  thanoo. 

Tlte  bill,  eotitleil  "An-aet  sapflemeniary  ty  the 
act^-enliiled  'An  aot  making  provision  for  tbe 
redemption  of  the  whole  of  ih^  public  debt  of  th« 
UnlteJ  Siate^"  was  reed  (he  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  Messrr,  JBaldw) N,  QlLES,  SyiTH,  of  Ma- 
rvlaqj,  TsACT,aafl  Adai^,  tocqasidei  and  uport 

The  bill  giving  the  aaaeoi  of  Congmw  tq>a  pn^ 
position  conuaoed  in  tbe  sixth  seotjon  of  tb*  sev- 
enth article  of  tbe  esuilMitioo  i^  Ohio,  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  referred  la  Meeara.  Woara* 
moTOX,  BaAouiT,  and  Qilbs,  to  eoauder  and.  r«- 
port  theraan. 

'The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  second  reading  of  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  authorizing  tbe  section  of  a  bridge  over 
the  rirer  Potomac,  within  the  District  of  Cdum- 
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Ma,-" ud, afier  prog^cM.  the conndtnuimi  th«t«of 
ma  farther  postponfd. 

TnisDAT,  Jannary  20. 
Th«  0Kd«iit»I>  of  Ahmuw  QBEoa,  apeoinled 
«  SeaBtQT  of  tie  United  States  by  the  Lef  islaiDre 
of  the  ComtaoaveKbh  of  PennaylvaDta,  Tor  afi 
yean, .catDaicDc hie  aa  the  4tb  March  next,  were 
preaeiitedaiid  reu,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  6lfl. 

A  mentp  from  the  Houae  of  RepreaeatstJTea 
informed  the  SeoBle  diet  the  House  hare  passed 
•  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  eontinue  in  force,  for  a 
IltDiml  time,  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  iuspend 
the  rommerciRl  intercourse  betweeD  tbe  Uoiied 
Slates  and  certain  parts  of  the  island  of  St.  Do- 
mingoi"  aIsO|  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act.  to  provide 
forsurreyine  the  coasts  of  tbe  United  Slates ;'' 
in  which  biui  thef  desire  the  concnrreace  of  the 
Sentte. 

Tbe  bills  wen  n>i|  and  onjerad  lo  tin  weoad 
leading. 

The  Senate  raauxd,  aa  in  Conminee  «f  the 
Whal^  tbe.  aeeond  readings  of  the  bill,  eaiiiled 
'Ao  aet  authorineg  the-erasdon  of  a  brfdKeoecr 
the  rim  PotooiBe,  withia  the  Dibirict  of  Colum- 
bia ;  ami,  after  detwte,  the  oowrideraian  thereof 
was  /brtfcer  postponed. 

The  bilf  to  alter  the  litne  of  faoldfng  tlie  aiicnii 
emrt  in  tbe  district  of  North  Carolina,  was  read 
the  thinf  time,  and  passed. 

WaniawuT,  Jaaiiwy  81. 

Orthred,  That  Mesar*.  Mitobill  md  Syoue 
be  added  to  the  eoitiTtiitiee  to  whom  was  referred, 
on  tlie  10th  I«stani,'the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  snp- 
plementKTT  to  the  acC,'enti[led  *An  act  making 
pn>visJon  for  the  tedemptlon  of  tbe  whole  of  the 
pnbUe  debt  of  the  United  Antes ;"  Messrs.  Bald- 
WiK  and  I'bact  haTing  been  excused  on  accoant 
of  the  ill  state  of  their  health. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act -to  continue  in  force, 
for  a  fartbeit  time,  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  sus- 
pend ifae  commercial  inlereoarse  between  the 
United  States  and  ceriain. parts  of  the  island  of 
St.  DomioBo,"  wH  tend  tbe  aeoond  tinae,'  and^  re- 
ferred to  HesHB^  Louie,  HiTaaii.L,  and  AoiJia, 
n>  aensidet  and  reporc  (hiereon. 

Th»bill,eBtitUed"Anaetta  proride  for  smrey- 
■Bg  Ike  aeMta,  of  the  Unitad  Siafet,"  wu  re^ 
the  aeeond  tiiiiii,aitd  referred  te  Hesers,  MiTonrLu 
AniHB,  and  ChiLLinij  lo  wxuider  and  repmi 
theteoB. 

Mb.  WonrHnnrroit,  ftom  the  committee  to 
whom  the  enbjeet  was  referred,  on  the  2gd  De- 
cember last,  asKed  and  obtained  leave  to  report  a 
bin  cdnilrmlnK  claims  to  land  in  the  district  of 
Tincennes:  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  the 
second  reading, 

Mr.  WoRTHiNOTONJ  froin  the  committee  ap- 
poinied  on  the  Sih  January,  on  the  subject,  asked 
and  obtained  leave  tp  report  a.  bill  regutatiag  tbe 
pants  of  land  in  the  Territory  of  Micbigan ;  and 
Hie  hill  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  wcOnd  reading. 

Tite  PsBaaaiiT  eommunioaMd  oattain  reaulu- 
uons  of  the  Legislatire  Council  «iid  Uonae  of 


Representatives  of  the  Indina  Territory,  on  the 
luspension  of  the  sixth  article  of  compeet  between 
the  United  Slates  and  the  Territories  atid  Siaiai 
northwest  of  tbe  river  Obio,  passed  ihe  13th  Jtitf, 
1767;  which  resolutions  were  transmitted  in  a 
leuer  from  William  H-  Harrison,  Ooveinor  of 
the  lodiaaa  Territory ;  and  the  letter  and  reaola- 
tions  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  couidera- 

Mr.  Clat  presented  tbe  petition  of  John  GMt- 
fin,  and  others,  judges  of  the  iDdisna  Territory, 
stating  tbatj  by  the  act  of  Congress^  entitled  "An 
ael  erecting  Louiitan*  into  ^wd  Territoriei,  and 
for  providing  for  the  temprawy  government  thcpe- 
of,"  it  was  made  their  dMy,  in  oonjoDeiiDB  with 
tbe  Ooremor  of  the  said  Territdry,  lo  organise* 
government  In  the  district  of  Louisiana;  toeaUb- 
Rab  courts  of  justice  ihereia ;  and  to  make  and 
publish  a  eode  t^  laws  for  its  govarnmnt;  and 
that  they  had,  at  f  re^t  trouble  and  ex^nae,  [>n- 
forioed  that  service,  and  praying  remuneratioB 
therefor ;  aod  thejKtiiion  was  retil,  and  referred 
to  Messrs.  Clat,  Bradlbt,  arid  Maolat,  to  con- 
sider and  report  there&n. 

Mr.  Batabd  gave  notice  that  he  wotdd  to-mor- 
row ask  leave  to  briog  in  a  bill  to  explain  the  a«la, 
entitled  "An  act  sumilemeBlaTy  to  tbe  aet,  eotl- 
tled  'An  act  to  divide  the  Territory  of  the  United 
States  Northweit  of  the  river  Obie  into  two  sep- 
arate govern  n  en  ts,** 

A  messRge.from  the  House  of  RepreeeDtatires 
tnforeted  tbe  Senate  that  tbe  tlouse  have  passed 
■  hilt,  entitled  "  An  act  allowing  an  additignAl 
eorapensation  to  the  jndge*  of  the  Mississippi 
-n — :.„..   ^^  ertendii^  tbe  right  of  luffimge 

'■'li '"■ 


tiued  "An  Mt  aiMhoriziBlB; 
tighi-haa>e),and  the  ftxing 
of  slakes,  ^ors,  and  bMcoo^  lii  certain  place* 
therein  nam^''  in  wbicb  bill*  they  desire  tka 
qoncurrence  of  the  Senate. 

Tbe  Senate  resomed  tbe  second  reading  of  tlia 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  auihorizing  the  erection  of 
a  bridge  over  tbe  river  Potomac,  within  tbe  Di»- 
liict  of  Columbia  i"  aod  Mr.  Basabd  submitted 
certain  statements  signed  K.  K-  V^an  Reossala^, 
Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  aod  Uri  Tracy,  of  a  eoovet- 
salion  had" with  Theodore  Barron  this  sttbieal; 
and  on  laotioa  that  tbey  be  received  and  ttad,  the 
Seaate  bcsaa  eqaally  divided,  sixtMo  vvtiagia 
the  aSirmstive,  and  kiate«ti'  ia  thv  ae|«il*«,  t^ 
PnaBiDHirr  deiermtned  the  qneetion  in  ibeaffirm- 
ativej  aud  the- stateneflts  were  read,  and  ortOred 
to  be  piimed  for  ttw  ifte  of  the  Senate. 

■Whereupon,  on  iflbiion,  by  Mr'.  Qileb.  that 
Theodore  Bnrr  be  Hdmiited  to  the  bar  of  ibik 
Hoase  for  examination  it  was  obtened  that  the 
moiion  was  not  in  order ;  and  the  PRMrnENT  sub- 
mitted the  question  of  order  to  the  decision  of  tbe 
Senatej  to  wit :  Is  the  motion  of  the  munher  from 
Virginia  In  order  1  and  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative. 

TaoaaDAT,  January  23.  . 
The  two  bills  brou^t  up  yesterday  fVom  iha 
House  of  RepreMDtaiif  es'  fur  eoocurreoea  were 
raid,  and  ordmd  lo  iti«  laeoitd  readiiq-. 
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Tbe  Senile  resumed  tbe  Mcood  reading  of 
bill,  eo titled  "Ad  hci  authariiin^  the'erection  of 
a  bridge  over  ibe  Potomac,  withm  tbe  District  of 
Columbia;"  aad  tbe  memorial  of  aundry  citizeos 
of  the  town  and  county  of  Alexandria  vas  read, 
praying  to  be  itkcorporated  into  a  company  for 
makiDK  a  turnpike  road  from  Bridge  Point  on 
Alexander's  idand,  lo  tbe  northern  extremity  of 
Wosbingtoa  street,  in  the  town  of  Alezandiia; 
and, 

Ordend,  That  it  be  printed  -for  the  use  of  the 
Benate, 

The  PbebiDent  cqmmanicaled  a  letter  signed 
Theodore  Burr,  exploBitory  of  bis  former  state- 
ments on  the  suDJect  of  bridges ;  which  was  read 
anl  ordeted  to  be  printed  for  the  useoftbe'Se- 
nata. 

Agreeably  to  notice  giTeii  yesterday,  Mr.  Bat- 
akh  asked  and  obtained  lesTe  to  bring  io  a  bill  to 
explain  the  act,  eatiiled  "An  act  supplementary 
to  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  divide  ibe  Territory 
of  the  United  Slates  Northwest  of  the  riyer  Ohio 
into  two  separate  goverametiis."  and' tbe  bill,  was' 
lead  and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Pbesident  communicated  a  report  of 
the  Secretary  for  the  Depaitmeat  of  the  Treasury, 
In  obedience  to  the  provisions  vf  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  to  regulate  aiid  fix  ibe  compensation  of 
clerka,  and  to  authorize  the  laying  oui  certain 
public  roads,  and  for  other  purposes,"  and  staling 
that  it  will  be  necessary,  on  account  of  the  great 
increase  of  business  couneciedvith  the  aojast- 
meot  of  claims  and  sales  of  publre  lands,  to  employ 
hereafter  a  greater  number  of  cleiks  for  that  ob- 
ject; and'ihe  report  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie 
Ml  conaideration. 

BURR'S  CONSPIHACY, 


3b  Me  Smote  and  Houae  of 

Sqrramiaiiva  of  (he  United  Staiei.- 
AgreeaU;  to  the  request  oTthe  Houce  of  Bapreaen- 
UtivM,  commuoicated  in  their  resolution  of  the  ICth 
butan^  I  procanl  to  state,  under  the  rewrre  therein 
expressed,  inlbrmatioa  leceiTsd  tondiing  sn  illefil 
eombinBtioD  of  priTAe  individaak  aKainst  the  peace 
and  safety  of  the  Uaioa,  and  a  military  aimdilpni 
pbmied  b;  tham  aninit  the  tenitorias  of  a  lW«r  ta 
amity  with  th«  DniUd  State*,  wtA'Oie : 


IRS 


«bad  far  Boma  time  been  in  iba  eoni^antwcpeetat^n 
af  recoiTing  sadi  farther  inibnnalian  as  wtnild  base 
enabled  me  to  lay  beliire  tha  Lagiilature  the  temuDation 
•a  veil  as  the  beginning  and  progren  of  this  scene  of 
depravity,  *o  lar  as  it  has  been  acted  on  tha  Ohio  and 
ilawater^  From  this,  the  state  of  safety  of  the  lower 
conntiy  might  have  been  estimaled  on  prebaUe 
grounds ;  and  the  delay  was  bdnlged  the  rather,  be- 
canae  no  drcomsluiee  had  yet  made  it  neceasaiy  to 
(xll  in  the  aid  of  the  legislative  functions.  ITnfbnna- 
Ikm,  now  recently  communicated,  has  bTonght  as  near- 
ly to  the  period  contemidated.  The  mu»  irf  what  1 
have  receiTed  in  the  eoqrse  of  these  trinaactiona,  is 
volnuinOQs;  but  Utile  be*  been  gi*en  onder  the  sanc- 
tien  of  an  oath,  ao  as  to  ctmatitnte  fbnnal  and  legal 
«ndenoe.  It  is  chiefly  in  (ha  form  of  letters,  often  coa- 
taiuing  anch  a  mixtue  of  mmera,  cAqjecttues,  and  BOB- 


picaoni,  as  renders  it  difficult  to  lift  ont  the  real  facta, 
and  unadnralile  to  baxard  more  than  general  outlinoa, 
strengthened  by  cnrrent  infbimation,  on  tbe  paiticalar 
credibility  of  tlu  relator.  In  this  slate  tif  the  evidence, 
delivered  sMuetimes  too  nndw  the  restriction  of  private 
oonfldeiMM,  neither  saJety  nor  jnstiee  vW  'paroiit  tha 
exi>0Bing  names,  except  that  of  the  principal  aetof, 
whose  gnilt  ia  placed  twyond  queatianJ 

ffeeme  time  m  the  Utter  part  of  Beplember,  I  r»- 
ceived  intimatioas  that  designs  wKe  in  agitation  in  die 
wastem  conntiy  onlantiil  and  unfriendly  to  the  peace 
ofthe  Union;  sind  that  the  prime  mover  in  these 'wta 
AiHOK  BcBB,  heretolbre  distinguished  by  the  fiivu 
of  hii  wunliy.  The  grounds  of  these  intimations  b» 
ing  inconclnsive,  the  objects  mKsrtain,  and  the  fidelity 
of  that  country,  known  to  be  Erm,  Uie  only  mearaie 
taken  was  to  urge  the  informs-nts  to  nee  their  bfst  en- 
deavors to  get  further  insight  into  the  deaigni  and  pro- 
ceedings of  the  suspected  persons,  and  lo  ctnninunicata 
them  to  me. 

It  wu  not  till  the  latter  part  of  October,  that  the  ob- 
jects of  Ihe  oans[iinu^  began  lo  be  perceived ;  bat  stilt 
*o  blended  and  invtdved  in  myateiy,  fbat  nothing  di»- 
Unet  could  be  smgled  out  tn  pnnui^  In  thia  atale  of 
nncotain^,  as  to  the  crim*  contemplated,  the  acta 
draie,  and  thb  legal  comae  to  be  puntned,  I  thbught  it 
beat  lo  eoad  to  ,the  eoene,  where  these  things  were 
principallj  in.tranaaction,  a  pttwn  in  vrhoae  inlegiity, 
understanding,  and  discretion,  enlhv  confidence  canld 
be  iGpoeed,  nitb  inalmctioDs  to  iDvestigste  Ihe  plots 
going  on,  to  enter  into  conference  (for  whidi  he  bed 
'suGBdenl  credentials)  with  the  Governors  and  alLolfaer 
officers,  civil  and  military,  and,  with  their  aid,  to  do 
on  the  spot  vrhaUrer  sboold  be  neceesary  to  diacovet 
the  dengns  ofthe  conapiratora,  aneat  their  meana,  bring 
their  peraons  to  pnniabmant,  and  to  call  oM  tbe  ibrca 
of  the  coou^  to  Mpp^eas  any  nnlavrfnl'enlerwise  in 
which  it  sbonld.  be  found  tiiey  were  engaged.  By  thia 
tiifie  it  waa  known  that  many  boats  were  under  {Rspk- 
ration,  stores  of  provisions  collecting,  and  an  unusual 
number  of  auspxctoua  characters  in  motion  m  the  Ohio 
and  its  iTsters.  Beaides  despatching  the  conMential 
agtal  to  Ibat  quarter,  orders  ne're  al  ike  same  lime  sent 
to  thsliOTeinorB  ofthe  Oileans  and  Missiasippi  Terri- 
tories, and  to  tbe  conuaandenr  of  the  land  snd  naval 
foreee  .there,  to  be  on  their  guard  against  a  aipriae,  and 
tu  constant  readinesi^  to  resist  any  enlerpiue  which 
might  be  attempted  on  the  venela,  post^  or  others  ob- 
jects, undsr  their  care ;  and  On  the  sch  of  Novembor 
DMbnottMts  were  forwarded  to  •  Oeneral  Wilkinson,  ta 
baalea'tB  aeconunodatiMi  with  die  Spanish  command- 
ant on.  the  SaUne,  and  aaaoon  as  that  waa  efleeted,  to 
&11  back  trith  his  prine^  force  lo  tha  hither  bank  of 
tbe  MiaaiaBiifi,  for  tbs  defence  of  the  interesting  points 
on  that  river.  By  a  letter  received  fiom  that  offieai  on 
tbe  aSth  of  November,  but  dated  October  Slat,  we 
learnt  that  aoanfidenliaJ  agentof  Aaron  Burr  had  been 
deputed  to  him  with  communications,  partly  written  in 
cypher  and  partly  oral,  explaining  his  designs,  exsggetw 
atinx  hia  reeources,  and  making  such  ofina  of  emolu- 
ment and  command,  to  engage  him  and  the  aimy  in 
bis  onlawAi]  enleridBe  ss  he  had  flattered  himself 
would  be  auccessfiiL  like  Qeneral,  with  the  boner  of 
a  Boldier  and  fidelity  of  a  good  dtiien,  immediate  dea- 
patched  a  trusty. officer  lo  me,  witb  infonnation  of 
what  had  pasaed,  proceeding  to  eatsbliah  such  an  un- 
derstanding vrith  the  Spanish  commandant  on  the  Sa- 
bine, aa  permitted  him  to  Wlthd^w  his  force  acion  the 
Hisossippi,  and  lo  enter  Mrmeasnres  for  oppodng  Ihe 
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JThe  GeDnml'i  lettar,whichcaiiM  tohuidon  ttw3fitb 
Novemlur,  as  haa  born  mantianed,  and  aoioe  athier 
inibrmatioii  received  *  few  days  railiei,  nben  broaght 
togllber,  develaped  Burr'i  generat  deeigna,  difierent 
pajrti  of  whicb  onlj  had  been  revealed  to  diluent  in- 
formanla.  It  anwsr«d  that  he  contemplated  tna  di>- 
tiact  objects,  vjiicb  might  b«  earned  Oil  either  jointlj 
or  aeparatel^,  and  either  the  one  or  the  other  first,  as 
drenmataPCTa  ahould  direct.  One  of  theae  waa  the 
MTBTance  of  the  Union  of  then  Statu  b;  the  Alleghany 
mountaini ;  the  other,  an  attach  on  Mexico.  A  thin! 
object  irsa  pToridsd,  mefelj  ostensible,  to  wit :  the  aet- 
tlemanl  of  a  pT^tettded  purchase  of  a  tract  of  eounti; 
OTi  tiu  Waahiia,  daimed  bjr  a  Baton  Basti«^  This 
WIS  to  Mrre  aa  the  pretext  fbt  all  hia  prapantiona,  an 
aUoreinent  fen  snch  ibtlowars  as  nallj  wnhed  to  acquire- 
■ettlamenta  in  that  conntr;,  and  a  cover  nnder  which 
tocMreat  ID  the  event  of  a  final  disoorofitnn  of  both 
liiaDcbes  of  hia  re«l  design,  i  , 

fBe  fiiand  at  once  thatthe  aINfbmantof  the  waatent 
conntr^  to  the  present  Union  was  not  to  be  »Kafc«n  ; 
that  it*  dioeoiiition  could  not  be  efieded  nilh  the  ood- 
■ent  of  its  inhihitanta,.and  that  bis  rcMiurcea  were  in- 
adeqaala,  aa-jat,  to  ofieet  it  byfiuee.  Ee  iook  his 
coone  then  at  once,  detennined  to  leiia  on  New  0> 
kana,  plunder  Ibe  bank  there,  poaseH  biauelf  of  the 
military  and  aaval  itorea,  and  proceed  on  his  cipedition 
Id  Maxico,  and  (o  this  object  all  bis  means  and  prepa- 
rations were  now  dtrected.j  He  collect  &om  all  the 
quarters  where  himself  or  his  agents  poasesacd  influence, 
all  the  ardent,  restless,  desperate,  and  diaaffiietad  per- 
sona, who  were  read/  for  anj  enterprise  analogous  to 
their  characters.  He' seduced  good  and  well  DManing 
□tiiena,  Bome  b*  sararancaa  tlut  he  poasewed  the  cmi- 
fidence  of  the  Government,  and  was  acthif  under  ita 
secret  patronage,  a  pretence  which  procnied  aOBia  CMd- 
it  ftmn  the  state  of  our  difieroucM  wHb  8pal»;  and 
otheiB,  by  qtbrs  vl  land  In  B*«ti^'a  daiia  tm  the 
Wadiita. 

llus  waa  the  ata(»  of  my  iqibrmatiDn  of  hiapntceed- 
inga  about  the  laat  of  Norember,  at  whidi  timattbt 
I^,it'WH  first  poaaible 
meetlbem.    The    "  ' 


rha  modamaliMi  of  Nfivenlbei  S7th,'  two 

raedpt  of  QeAenl  Wilkinson's  infoima^ 

Orders  wars  deapa 

Mi 


fbrtunateoppoitnnitT'ofhaBteningbJsequiptnaiU.  Tha 
arrival  of  the  proclamation  and  ordi  j,  and  the  ap[dio- 
tion  and  information  of  oui  confidential  agent,  at  lenglli 
awakened  the  authotities  of  that  State  to  the  truth,  and 
then  produced  the  same  promptitude  and  energy  of 
which  the  neighboring  State  had  set  the  example.  Unr 
der  an  act  of  their  Legislature,  of  December  33d,  mili- 
tia was  instantly  ordered  to  diSbrent  important  points, 
and  meaaures  taken  for  doing  whslaver  could  yet  ba 
done.  Soma  boats  (accounts  vary  from  five  to  donbla 
or  tieUs  that  number,)  and  persons  (diflerently  esti- 
mated from  one  to  thjee  hundred,)  had  in  the  mean 
time  passed  the  Falls  of  Ohio,  to  lendeivona  at  the 
mouth  of  Cnmbeiiand,  will;  others  expected  down  that 

Not  apprixed,  till  vei7late,thatany  boats  were  bniU- 
in^  on  Cumbcdand,  the  eflect  of  the  proclamation  had 
been  trusted  to  for  some  time  in  the  State  of  Ten-' 
nessee.  Bui,  on  the  19th  of  December,  aimilai  coa- 
^unicatioDS  and  .instructions,  with  those  to  the  ueigh- 
^(ing  States,  were  deiMlched  b;  express  .to  the  Gov- 
ernor, and  a  general  officer  of  the  western  division  of 
the  Btat^;  andjOn  the  S3d  of  December,  oui  confidential 
agent  leitPrMiUbrt  for  Nashville,  to  pat  into  aelivi^ 
the  means  of  that  State  also.  But  by  information  re- 
ceived yesterday,  I  learn  ftat  on  the  SSd  of  Becemba, 
Hr.  Bntr  descended  the  Cnmbeiiand  with  two  boats 
merely  of  accommodation,  cvrying  with  him  &oia  that 
State  no  quota  towards  his  unlawnil  enterprise.  Whe- 
ther, after  the  urival  of  the  proclunatioD,  of  the  oideia, 
or  of  sor  agent,  any  eietlJDD  which  coiM  be  made  by 
that  State,  or  the  orders  of  the  Governor  of-  Kentockj 
for  calling  out  the  militia  at  the  moufh  <^  CumberUnJ^ 
would  be  in  time  to  arrest  these  boate,  and  theae  fitun 
the  Palla  of  Ohio,  is  still  doubtful. 

On  the  whole,  the  fugitives  from  the  Ohio,  with 
their  aseodates  from  Cumberland,  or  any  other  placa 
in  that  quaitar,  cannot  threaten  serious  danger  to  the ' 
city  of  New  Orleana. 

By  ihe  Mue  expre*  of  December  nineteanth,  wrisw 
ware  sent  to  the  Qovsmon  of  Orleaiu  and  Wimh 
aippi,  sup|d«maitBiy  to  thoiie  which  had >e«n  given  oa. 
tbiBtwen^-fifU)ofNo*saiber,t(  *--"''    -  "  ■'     "" 


•ray  intarssting  point  on  the  Ohio  and  .,.. 

&om  Pittsburgh  lo  New  Orlean*,  fiu  the  emptoymsnt 
of  «uck,'fbrc«,  either  of  the  regulars  or  of  the  millitia, 
and  of  snch  procaedings  also  of  the  civil  ^nthorilies, 'as 
might  enable  them  to  seiie  on  all  the  beats  and  slotei 
fnuvided  for  the  enterprise,  to  airest  the  persons  eon- 
ceined,  and  In  suppress,  efiectually,  the  further  pro- 
gress of  the  enler^nse.  A  little  bebre  (he  receipt  of 
4hsse  orders  in  the  Stale  tfOUOfOmeogfidan^i^nt, 
who  had  baen  AUgMMfy- employed  in  investigating  the 
con^iftqr,  had'aoqiiiiMsametantinfannalioli  toopan 
Umaalf  to  Iha  Qovemor  of  that  Stata,  and  mdy  Ibi 
4he  inUBOdiate  exntiDn  of  the  anthoritv  and  power  aC 
Ihe  Stata  to  cniirii  Uie  earabinatiDn>  uovenira  Ti%i 
and  the  Legislatare,  with  apiDiiiptitnds,'an  energy, 
and  patriotic  seal,  which  sntitU  them  to  a  distingnishsd 
I^  in  the  aflectioa  of  their  sister  States,  eSected  the 
seiinre  of  all  the  boala,  pfoviuona,  and  other  prepara- 
tiou  withtn  their  TBach,  and  thus  gave  a  first  blow,  ms- 
tsrially  disabUng  the  ^larpriss  in  its  outsat. 

In  KMitneky  a  [Kemataia  attempl  to  bring  Burr  to 
jostiea,  wilboKt  •  sufficient  evidonoe  for  ^is  eonvictioD, 
bad  inodaccd  a  popular  imraeasion  in  his  favor,  and  a 
general  disbelief  of  hia  gtii)t.    This  gave  him  an  un- 


of  General  Willunsoa.  Great  alann,  indeed, 
was  eidtad  at  New  Orleans  by  Ae  eiaggeraled  «o- 

fiiniitsiiflWi  Biiii.  itissnminsliiil  thrnngh hi JMsilia. 

of  tha  anuise  and  naviasha  was  to  assemble  (here. 
General  Wilkinson  had  arrived  there  himself  aik  tha 
34th'  of  November,  and  hsd  immsditlely  put  inta 
activity  the  naooreea  of  the  place,  in  the  parpoae  of  . 
its  dsbnee ;  and  on  the  10th  of  December,  bs  was 
Joined  by  his  troops  from  tha  Sabine.  Great  seal  was 
shown  1^  Ihe  inhabitants  generally ;  the  merchants  of 
the  (daoe  readily  agrewng  to  the  most  Isndabteexertians 
and  sacrifices  for  manning  the  armed  vessels  wiih  their 

•men ;  and  the  other  oittsens  manifesting  uneqii]v»- 

il  Gdehty  to  Uie  Union,  and  a  spirit  of  dstermined  r^ 

ituice  to  their  expected  aosailsnta. 

Sonmsea  have  been  haurded  that  ihis  enterprise  Is 
to  receive  aid  from  certain  tbicign  Power*.  Bat  lb  nan 
surmises  are  wilhontpro^oipfobabili^.  Thawtsdoa 
of  Ihemeasares'sauctuntedl^  Congress  at  it*  last  •••- 
placed  u*  in  the  paiha  of  peace  and  josties 
with  the  only  Powers  with  whom  «e  had  any  difler- 
ence* ;  and  nothing  has  happened  nnce  wtuch  make*  it 
either  their  interest  or  oan  to  potsne  another  conrs*. 
has  ttten  idaca  on  our  fart: 
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none  ought  to  tike  place  it  thia  time.  With  the  one, 
filcedly  airangemenl  wu  then  propoaed,  anil  tha  law, 
<le«iDed  neeenar;  on  the  ftiluie  of  thai,  waa  Boipended 
to  gita  time  for  a  fair  tnal  of  the  iuue.  With  the 
•tme  Fowei  Ihendlj  airancement  ia  nan  proceedincc, 
Ifoder  good  expectations,  and  the  elme  law  deemed  ne- 
cceaan  on  failure  of  that,  ii  atUl  napended,  to  gixe  ^me 
for  a  nil- trial  of  the  iame.  With  the  other,  negotiatiDn 
main  lite  manner  then  preferred,  and  proTiaioual  mea- 
fnna  only  taken  to  meet  die  eveat  of  rupture.  With 
the  Bwne  Poner  negotiation  ia  still  prefkrred,  and  pn>- 
Tfiiimal  meaanrea  onlv  are  necesiarj  to  meet  the  event 
of  niptnre.  WhUe,  therefore,  ne  do  Dot  deflect  ki  the 
aligtiteat  d^rea  liom  the  coarae  we  then  aaiomeil,  and 
■n  ■till  purMiing,  with  mntDal  conaent,  to  reitore  a 
Ifpodtuidentonding.we  are  not  to  impate  to  thorn  prac- 
ticei  ai  ineconcileable  to  interei t  ai  to  good  bith,  and 
changing  neceaurilj  the  reUtioru  of  peace  and  jastice 
Utweenna tothoHofwBi.  ThsH aucmiaea  aTe,thcie- 
IBre,  to  he  imputed  to  the  Tsnntinga  of  the  euthoT  of 
dda  enterprlae,  to  maltipty  hia  partiiana  b^  niagniiying 
nie  belief  of  hii  proepecta  uid  BQpport. 

B7  letters  from  Oeneial  WilkiDBon,  of  the  Uth  and* 
18(b  of  December,  which  came  to  hand  two  da^  after 
(Be  date  of  the  leaolation  Of  the  Home  of  Repreaenta- 
tJTeBjthat  i*  lo  atj,  on  the  morning  of  the  ISttiinatint, 
I  racelvM  the  important  affidavit,  a  copy  of  which  t 
BOW  conunnnicate,  with  eitcactiof  10  much  of  the 
kttera  >i  comes  within  the  scope  of  the  resolution. 
By  thcie  it  wiB  be  aeen  that  of  three  of  the  principal 
enlMariea  of  Mr.  Burr,  whom  the  General  had  caused 
to  be  apprehended,  one  bad  been  liberated  b;  Aabeat' 
MTpui,  and  two  other*,  beijig  theae  parlicnlarlj'  em- 
iJofedindie  endeavor  to  corrupt  the  General  and  Army 
of  the  United  States,  have  been  embarked  by  liim  for 
porta  in  the  Atlantic  States,  probably  on  the  consider- 
ation that  an  impartial  trial  could  not  be  expected,  dur- 
ing liifi  present  agitation  of  New  Orleans,  and  that 
tiut  city  waa  not  ai  yet  a  safe  flace  of  confinement. 
JU  •ONI  *M  tfaaae  persons  shalt  arnre,  they  will  be  dalhr- 
•m4  to  the  euto^  of  the  Inr,  md  left  t4t  tnA  oearse  of 
trial,  both  ■■  to  ^M*  Mid  pngnm,  ■■  it*  Itanotloairlaa 
nM7  iatet.  The  preaenee  of  Um  higtieal  judicial  au- 
Ooritieai  to  be  aasemUed  M  tbi«p]ac»  within  afiiw  daya, 
tb*  DWalka  of  porsning  s  Munder  course  of  pMoeediftgs 
hm  tttm  elMwheiv,  tmi  fte'  ui]  ef  tte  EieentiTe 
ntan^  aheold  die  Jndgea  have  ace*«i«i  to  nee  them, 
IWmIm!  tt  «i)ually"  deorable  tm  the  eriminala  aa  In  the 
pABe,  that,  befaig  abeady  TWDOrcd  from  the  place. 
wfcum  they  wete  fltst  amtrehended,  the  Ant  wgnlar 
arrest  ahonld  take  place  here,  Mid  the  eoorse  <rf'  pro- 
coadbigi  receive  here  their  proper  direction. 

jismii  n,  iBor.  TH.  JKTFsitaev. 

Ordered,  Tbfil  the  Meiss^,  sod  doeumenis 
tberein  refettfd  to,  lie  for  coDsidcraiioD;  and  thai 
five  hundred  rio^ta  thereof  be  printed  for  the  aie 
of  the  Seoate. 

PfliDAT,  Jaooarir  83. 

The  biU  iwnUtiDg  th«  graimof  land  in  the 
Tmritory  of  Miahipaa  waa  taad  tha  aeoood  tine, 
aad  tliF  DonsidenitiaD  thereof  po.stpooed. 

Tim  bill  eflBfiming  claimi  to  land  in  thedie- 
trlet  of  VinceDDea  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
the  coDsideratioQ  thereof  poaipoaed. 

The  hilt  to  explain  the  act,  entitled  "Ad  act 
aapplementary  to  an  act,  eniiiled  'An  act  to  difide 
Ihe  Taiiiiorjr  of  ibe  Coite^Staiei  Noithwett  of 


r  Obio 


separate  govern m en ts,'^ 
was  read  the  aecond  time  and  referred  10  Messrs. 
Batabd/Bradlet,  and  Worthinoton,  to  Gon- 
sidrr  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  allowing  an  additional 
compeniaiioD  (a  the  judgesof  tbeMiasissippi  Ter< 
ritorfy«nd  extending  the  right  of  Euffrase  therein,"' 
was  res^  the  lecond  time  and  referred  to  Mes-srs. 
WoRTHiaoTOK,  TBAt;T,  and  Ct.&y,  to  consider 
a&d  report  thereon.  ' 

Th«  biU,  entitled  "An  act  amhorixiog  the  erec- 
tion of  oertun  ligb^hoaMs,  bimI  the  fiztD(  of 
MakeB,haofs,and  bnconi, in  certain  plaecstbeMiB 
otfined,"  wai  read  the  aecODd  time  and  referred 
ioHea*ra.MiTDBiLL,PBii|iM,aiid  STOHa,loeoiL- 
sider  and  report  tfaeieon. 

A  menafje  from  the  House  of  RepreseBtattres- 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  Honae  hare  paaseA 
a  billj  entitled  "An  act  to  exieod  the  power  of 
gmiitg  wrtis  of  injuBotions  to  the  jiid^  of  th« 
district  conrfs  of  the  United  Statea;  aho,  a  btlL 
entitled  "Anaet  fortherelief  ofBdmaDdBriges}''' 
in  which  billa  tke^  desire  the  con^rrvqce  of  th« 
Senate. 

The  two  last  bills  hronght  ap  for  concurrence 
were  read  end  ordeied'to  the  aecond  reading. 

On  motion  bv  Mr.  GiLsa, 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Gileb,  Adams,  and 
Smith,  of  Maryland,  be  a  committee  lo  inquire 
Whether  it  is  expedient,  in  ibe  present  state  oT 
public  affaire,  to  sospead  the  priTilege  of  the  writ 
ofAoW*  cw7itt*,ajid  that  they  have  leave  to  re- 
port by  biU-or  olbeiTiEe. 

OrOtnd,  That  the  Uesaue  of  the  Preaident  of 
(he  United  States,  of  the  33d  instau,  togtllMt 
wiAtfaeikoeBtni)^  therein  nMnlioBed,bereiiMBed 
to  the  same  comibittee. 

Wfaer^HpOD,  Ur.  ChLEB.  fVen  the  eommiltte, 
reported  a  liill  to  stupead  ute  privikge  of  the  writ 
aihabim  oorput  for  B  liv'ted  time,  in  certain 


meed  with,  and  the  biU  had  three  readingar 
and  waa  amended. 

Retolved,  That  this  bHl  pam  aa  amended,  that 
it  be  et^grotsed,  and  thai  the  title  thereof  be  "An 
act  to  suspend  ihe  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habear- 
cormt*  for  a  limited  time,  in  certain  cases." 

T^e  committee  also  reported  the  followins  mes- 
sage to  the  Botise  ofRepresenlatirea ;  whicn  was 
read,  and  agreed  to ;  to  wit : 
Gt»ilt0Mn  ^  ti*  H«MMe  qf  B^freteiUoUett  1 

Tb»  Swala  h^e  piMti  a  bill  wanwiding  fae  theea. 
maaAa  Ik*  pivilege  ef  the  wntof  iataaa  ew]Ba*,in 
cartaiB  MsM,  whiofa  th^  think  eipadisBl  to  oauiwaB^ 
cBlB  to  you  in  oMiSdcace,  and  to  leqaast  yar  canent- 
tenea  diaaain,  aa  apaatty  u  the  Msetgeney  of  Iha  <■••- 
ahalti  i>  yoTjadgnwt,  ts^olie. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Shith,  of  Maryland,  be  the 
eommiitee  to  deliver  the  message  to  ttie  House  or 
Representatives. 

MoHAAT,  Jaaaary  S6. 

Mr.  HrranLi.,  from  the  eoamittee  tow)iwn> 

was  referred  the  bill,  eniiiled  "An  act  to  provida- 

for  annreytug  the  evnia  of  the  United  Staiuk"  n-* 
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poRed  itwitkammdnent^;  wkieh w«n read sixf 
ordered  lo  lie  for  coaiideratitHi. 

Ur.MTTOMi>i^slM),fr<nn  Iheeommilteeto  whom 
wu  referred  the  bill,  estided  "An  tci  autborizing 
thecrMlioDof.ecrtaiti  llfhl-hoaaea,  and  the  filing 
vf  ttaktt,  huop,  and  Maeons,  at  certaiii  places 
therein  mealiaacd,"  reporled  it  wilhont  amend- 
meni. 

The  bill  entiilcd  "An  ttet  for  the  relief]  of  Ed- 
mund Brim"  waf  ru4  tba  taetMid  time  and  re- 
fiured  to  Messrs.  Bbadlbv,  Aduu,  bjuI  MrrcHiLt^ 
to  consider  and  report  ihereoD. 

A  Ueasage  was  reeeired  from  ths  Pbbbidbht 
9r  THi  Uritbd  BTATBt,  as  foUowa: 
To  the  StnaU  tnd  Bouttiif 

AprcMioMM  0/ Ac  VitUtd  Ooft*.- 

1  rewirad  firam  Qenera]  WAliuon,  on  tha  tSd  lu- 
itant,  hia  sffidavit,  eharsing  Bamnal  Smrtw^ut,  l*eter 
T.  OgdsU,  and  Jama  Ab^Bdat,  Ki*  tba  orimw  i)*- 
acribedin  HwidUatU)  ■  oi^  «f  whMi  v'aow  wm- 
i  to  both  B««n  of  Cfaftea.     ' 


iMnty,  «•d^ 


_    ,dby 

Un.  wer«  anrnd  In  thfa  otf,  m  ^Muy,  Mdt,  Of  a 
ailiUar  offian.  I  immadUMr  daliWnd  te  tka  tJttm' 
M7  «f  ttw  UaU^  °'---.  i>  tfaia  dUtfiiA,  tka  ■ndmoa 
weanM  ataJMt  IIMb,  Witt  tUkwtiDna  W  lay  tha  MM* 
hitee  tba  iai%«i,  aad  wpftj  tot  Ikaw  ^Meon  to  biiiir 
tba  aocnaod  to  jnitice ;  and  put  into  hia  handa  onlen 
tolfaa  offioaia  harriiiB  tku  ineditM^to  dakvartbam 
to  Ito  Mm^  on  bto  ^fliwtiaa. 

TB.  JBFTBasON. 
iamttBk  M,  IMT.  ' 

The  MeEUge  aafl  papers  therein  meptiooed 
wer*  read  nBdrtfemd  toMeana.  Qileb,  BiYAso, 
and  Adams,  togetiier  with  tlta  B|n»8*  and  pap«rs 
heretofor*  communicaled  to  the  Seoale  on  (be 
same  lubjecl,  to  consider  and  report  ihereoo ;  and 
&Te  hundred  ct^es  of  l^  Message  of  the  Prssi- 
dent  of  the  United  States  and  documents  comnU'. 
nicated  this  day,  were  ordered  lo  be  primed  for  the 
use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  OiLEs,  from  the  eiimi&ittee  to  yiboai  was 
referred  the  sill,  entitled  "An  act  re^ealiag  tba 
apts  laying  duties  on  salt,  and  contiauiogia  force, 
for  a  Umite'd  tim^  the  fiist  section  of  an  act,  enti- 
tled 'An  Kot  further  lo  protect  the  commerce  and 
searaen  of  the  United  Statea  against  tfaa  Bathaty 
Powers,"  reported  it  with  ameadmeBts. 
Orders,  That  they  lie  for  considerat 
The  biU  entitled  "An  act  to  extend  the  power 
of  granting  writs  of  injdaction  to  the  Judge*  of 
the  district  couila  of  the  Uoiled  Blates,"  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Stone, 
Bbadley,  and  C{jit,  to  consider  and  report  there- 
on. 

The  Settate  resutned  the  third  readins  of  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Seih  Harding,  late  a  CapUin 
in  the  Nary  of  the  Uailed  States- 

Aefofvet^  That  thb  bill  pus, that  it  he  engrossed, 
and  that  the  title  thereof.be  "Ao  act  for  tOe  leiiei 
of  Seth  Harding,  late  a  Captain  in  the  Nary  of 
the  United  States." 

Tbe  Senate  resamed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  second  reading  of  the  bill  to  prohibit 
the  im{)OrtatioD  of  stares  into  any  port  or  place 


within  the'jnrisdiction  of  the  United  States,  froiDi 
and  a^er  the  flrsi  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of 
oar  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight  :- 
and  the  President  having  reported  the  bill  to  the 
Ifonse  with  amendments. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  read' 

E  aa  amended. 

The  bill  establisbinff  circuit  conrls,  and  aBridg- 

g  the  jartsdictiotf  of  the  district  courts,  Ib  tbe 
districts  of  Eentncky,  Tennessee,  and  Ohio,  was 
read  the  third  time,  as  amended ;  and 

Baolved,  That  this  bill  pa'ss.  that  it  be  encrosstA,' . 

id  that  the  title  thereof  be  "An  act  establishii^ 
__rcuit  courts,  and  abrid^in^  tbe  jurisdiction  of  the 
district  courts,  in  tbe  districts  ofKentucky,  Teib- 

»see,  and  Ohio!:" 

Mr.  BjlTARD.  frora  the  commit  tee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  to  explain  the  act.  entitled  "Ak 
act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  to 
divide  the  Territory  of  the  United  States  north- 
West  of  the  river  Ohio  into  two  separate  goveiii' 
menls,"  reported  it  without  amendments. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

'ToEBDiT,  Jan\iiry  27. 

JoBN  Shitu,  from  tbe  State  of  Ohio,  attnded. 

Mr.  Skitb,  of  Taoneswe,  from  the  oommiltes 
10  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  feperted  a  bill 
to  prevent  fettlemeals  being  made  on  land*  ceded 
to  the  United  State*,  until  authoriaed  by  law ;  and 
tbe  bill  wa*  raad  and  ordered  to  the  seaMid  read- 

The  PREaiDBNt  communicated  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  For  the  Departmeal  of  Treaanry, 
prepared  in  obedieiMe  to  the  aot,  eatllled  "  An 
act  directing  the  Secretary,  of  the  TreasBty  *• 
cause  the  coasts  of  North  C^troliaa,  hetweea  Cape- 
Pear  and  Cape  Haueras,  to  be  snrveTed;"  anS 
the  report  was  read  and  ordered  to  Le  tot  coDsid* 

.  Mr.  LouAif  presented  the  memorial  of  John 
Latotv,  staling. that  he  beeame  the  purchaser  of 
the  CqlumbiBB Packet, hetMoforearegittared  lef 
sel  of  the  United  Statasj  at  publie  vendue,  aod- 
receiveda  bill  of  sale  tberefor,&oin  J.  W.  Fanssatt 
aad  Daniel  Mann,  th«  former  registeNd  ownera 
of  the  said  ship;  that  oo  application  to  the  eol- 
lectoroftha  pott  i^FhilBdclpJua,  hs  w«  daniBd 
a  register,  on  the  ground,  ibat  she  waa,  in  part^ 
the  projMny  of  aliaos;  and  pnyiag  (hat,  as  the 
present  is  Ihs  case  of  the  first  impressjoo,  with' 
out  fraud,  and  without  notice,  the  legislative  wis'' 
dom  and  justice  will  authorize  a  new  register  for 
the  Columbian  Packet;  and  the  menaoriBl  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  con sid station. 

The  Senate  reanmed,  as  in  Committee  of  th« 
Whole,  the  bill  reBulBiing  the  grants  of  land  in 
the  Territory  of  Micbigan;  and  the  President 
baving  reported  it  to  tbe  House  amended,  the  bill 
was  ordend  to  the  tbird  reading  as  amended. 

The  Senate  resumed^  as  in  Committee  of  th« 
Whole,  the  lecood  reading  of  the  bill  coBfirmins 
claims  to  Jand  in  the  district  of  Tincenaesj  and 
the  President  baving  reported  the  bill  to  the  Hodm 
<  without  amendmOit 
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Ordered,  Thai  this  Jjtll  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr,  MiTcBtLL  presented  the  memorial  of  a  num- 
ber of  merchants  of  the  city  of  New  York,  deilers 
in  satl,  prayiag  that  the  bill  before  the  Senate, 
proTidiog  for  the  repeal  of  the  duty  on  salt  may 
be  po:<[poned,  for  reason*  mentioned  in  ihe  peti-. 
tion ;  and  ibe  oemorial  was  read  and  ordered  to 
lie  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Logan  presented  a  similar  petition  from 
wiDdry  merchants  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia; 
~which  was  tead,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  constde' 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  Ibeamesd- 
«aent«  reported  to  the  hill,  eniiiled  "An«ct  repeal- 
iog  (he  acts  laying  duties  on  salt,  and  continuing 
in  force,  for  a  limited  time,  the  first  section  of  aa 
act,  entitled  'An  act  furlhei  to  ptoiec.t  the  com- 
merce and  seamen  of  the  United  Siaiea  againat 
the  Barbary  Powers." 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  be  the  order  of  the  daf 
for  Monday  nezl.      ' 

The  bill  to  prohibit  the  imporlatioD  of  slavey 


Januarr,  ^^^  waa  read  the  third  time  as  amended. 

Jieiotved,  That  this  bill  pa&s,  that  it  be  «n  grossed, 
and  that  the  title  thereof  be  "An  act  to  prohibit 
tlte  importation  of  sUves  into  any  port  or  place 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  Stales,  from 
ftnd  after  the  first  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  1808. 

Hr.  Qm-bs,  from  the  committee.'repfirte^  the 
bilL  entitled  "An  act  sapplemenUrjr  to  the  ac^ 
entitled  'An  act  making  provision  for  the  redemp- 
tion of  the  whole  of  the  pablic  debt  of  the  United 
States,"  without  amendment. 
.  The  bill,  10  explain  the  act,  entitled  "Aji  act 
•opplemantary  to  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  divide 
tfae  Territory  of  the  United  States  Northwest  of 
tte  river  Ohio  into  two  separate  governments," 
was  read  the  third  time. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  cooxideration  thereof 
be  postponed. 

The  Senate  look  into  consideration,  as  in  Com- 
BiiHee  of  the  Whole,  the  amendments  reported  to 
the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  provide  for  surveying 
the  coasts  of  the  United  S.taces,"  and.  the  Ffesident 
having  reported  the  bill  to  the  House  with  amend- 
menia, 

Onltrtd,  ThatthiabillpaEstothethiTdreadiDg 
ai  amended. 

The  Senate  reanmed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill,  eniiiled  "An  act  authorizing  the  ereciipn  of 
a  brid^  over  the  river  Potomac,  within  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia;"  and  a  moiitm  was  made,  by 
Hr.  TBBOflTOK.  to  postpone  the  further  considera- 
tion of  this  bill  to  the  next  session  of  Congress ; 
uid,  after  debate,  the  Senate  adjourned. 

WBOKMDaT,  January  S8. 

Sundry  written  Messages  were  received  from 
Ae  President  of  the  United  Stales,  by  Mr.  Coles, 
kls  Secretary. 

Tfie  bill  to  prevent  settlements  being  made  on 
Unde  ceded  to  the  United  States,  until  authorized 


by  l^w,  was  read  the  second  time,  and  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for  Friday  nezL 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  erection  of 
a  bridge  over  the  riv.er  Potomac,  within  the  Di»-. 
trict  of  Columbia,"  and  the  motion  thai  it  be  post- 
poned to  the  next  session  of  Congress  ;  and,  after 
debate,  the  Senate  adjourned. 

TanpsnAT,  Jairanrya9. 

Mr.  Feknbh  presented  iHe  memorial  of  sundry 
citizens  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  praying  the 
acts  laying  duties  on  salt  may  not  be  repeated, 
for  the  reasons  slated  in  their  petition  ;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to'lie  for  consideration.- 

The  Message-  yesterday  received  from  ibe  Psb- 
eioBKT  OF  tBg  Ukitkb  States  itaa  read,  as  foU 


FortMBMMi,>i .  . 

of  TennsMDB,  oofwa  of  which  an  nnr  oonmnnicalAd 
to'Congraes,  it  will  be  aoen  {hat  Asnm/Bnn.paaaad 
Foit  UwnM  on  the  Slst-  Dteambar,  wiA  abont  ten 
Daali,  navigated  bf  afaont  aii  Junds  naeh,  w^out  anj 
mihtary  appaanncet  and  that  thne  boat*  with  Mumn- 
nitioii  wwa  Mid  to  tttv*  been  arrestod  by  tba  mililis  at 
LomaviUe. 

As  the  giifird  of  mililia  pOMad  on  TarimiB  j^oint*  ot 
the  Ohin  will  be  able  to  prarent  any  flulbw  aidi  PMS- 
ing  tfarootb  tiiat  channd,  should  an;  be  attempted,  we 
may  now  estimate  with  tolerable  certainty  the  means 
derived  ftom  the  Ohio  and  its  wateis,  lowuda  the  wo- 
compliahment  of  the  puiposei  of  Mr.  Bnrr. 

TH.  JEFFEBBOZr. 

JurvuT  as,  1807. 

The  Message  and  papers  were  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  following  Menage,  received  yesterday  from 
the  FaEBiDENT  or  tbb  Ukitbd  State8,  was  abo 
read: 
7b  tU  SetiaU  and  Huuc  i^f    ■ 

Repratntatittei  qftie  United  Statu. • 

I  commuoicate,  for  (he  information  of  Congress,  the 
report  of  the  DiiMtoi  of  the  Mint,  of  tbs  i^rationB  of 
that  estaUiduaant  during  the  iait  veu- 

Tit  JEFFERSON. 

Jauvut  S7,  1807. 

Ordertd,  That  the  Message,  and  report  therein 
refefred  to,  lie  for  consideration. 

The  following  Message,  received  yesterday  from 


the  Pbebioekt  of  tbb  uhitbs  States,  was  also 


SepraentativtttifiMt  VnitedStalaj 
I  iww  ivnder  to  Congrea*  the  account  of  die  fiind  ee- 
tabliabed  for  defraying  Ihe  contingent  eipeniea  of  Gov- 
eniment  forthe  year  130S.  No  occation  havingaiiaen 
JOr  making  lue  of  any  part  of  the  balance,  of  |(ie,01l 
50,nneipende(Ionthe31stdayofI>ecember,  1805,  that 
balance  lamains  in  the  Tiaaanir.  . 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 
JahuabtST,  IBOT. 

Ordered,  Thai  the  Message  and  acooont  lie  oil 
the'  table. 
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merchaDU  or  th«  eU)rof  Philaiielphia,  prapn^  Ibi 
beoefil  of  drawback  oa  ceilmJD  impprtid  articles, 
notwithaUndiDg  tbe  foimalUies  of  Ihe  laws,  hy 
DnavoiriableeaBUiities,  though  withnoiDtentuiD  of 
fnodj  hare  not  beea  complied  with,  for  reasoot 
mentieiwd  bi  large  in  (tta  peiitioo  i  which  wa« 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  cooiideratioD. 

Mr.  Stoke,  from  the  committee  to  whwi-waa 
^erred'  the  biH,  eatitled  "Ad  act  to  extend  the 
power  of  gran  ling  writs  of  injuDction  to  the'judgat 
of  the  district  courts  of  the  United  Srates,"^  report- 
ed ii  with  atnendments  ;  which  were  read,  and 
ifrdtted  to  lie  for  oonuderatioo.       j 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representa tires 
mfonned  the  Senate  tb^t  the  Hduw  have  paswd 
the  bill,  eeni  from  the  Senate,  entitlbd  "Ad  act  to 
alter  the  lime  for  hording  the  circuit  courts  ilv  the 
distrioi  of  North  Carolina,"  with  ktnendipenta,  in 
which  ih«y  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 
Tber  have  pawed  a  bill,  eottiled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  the  sufferers  b;  fire,  ia.the  town  of  Forte- 


Tbe  bill  last  mentioiked  was  read,  and  ordered' 
to  the  seeenil  teadinf;.  < 

The  Senate  took  mlo  ooasideration  the  amend- 
nenta  of  the  I^aase  of  RepraeotatiTee  to  the  bill 
first  meniioned  in  the  dessage;  klid, 

Ordered,  Thiit  itbe  rcfe^rol  to  Menr*.  TnAnxa, 
BUDt-ET,  and  Stomb,  to  etHuider  and  report 
thereoD. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill,  eniitJed  "An  aet  aathorizing  the  ereotion  of 
a  tmdse  orer  the  ii*er  Potomac,  within  the  Dis- 
trict uColamliia,"  aid.  the  metioD  that  it  be  post- 
poned to  the  next  Msaioa  of  Congress. 

And. on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  poatpone- 
uent,  it  pasMd  in  the  afflrmaUr^— rcas  17.  nars 
16,  as  folfowa :  .       - 

Tui— Hesna.' Adanis,  Baldwin,  Penner,  Oilsa,  HiH- 
hooae,  Hewlaad,  imgaa,  HaeUy,  Mitcbiil,  Pfdering, 
Rewi,  tetlhof  Mai7leDd.  Bmith  of  New  Toik,  Somlar, 
Thioirtoii,  Traqr,  and  WertUngton. 

If  ITS— MesRs.  Bayard,  Bradjin,  Clay,  Condit,  Gail- 
laid,  Gilnan,  SitdHl,  Hllledge,  Moora,  Flomn',  Snulh 

ef  Ohio,  SiaitliofTe  "    

Trnnet,  and  Whit*. 


FaiDAt,  January  ? 


Stiohtd,  That  the  felknrinK  rale  be  sdd^  to  the 
ralas  fcr  audnetiBB  buineM  in  the  Uenate. 

Tlw  flnal  qasatian  npoo  dM  aeeond  reading  of  ei«7 
UU,  reeelmioB,  CointiUilioiul  amendment,  or  motion, 
erigiaaliiig  Iji  Ibe  Senate,  sAd  reqniting  three  readings 
grerloiis  to  ila  beinf  peued,  ahaU  h»,  Wbethar  it  shsll 
M  angtosaed  and  re^  a  third  time  1  And  no  amead- 
msDt  shall  be  leceiTcd  for  diKiunoa'al  the  third  ritad 
ing  of  lUy  bill,  molution,  aiaendment,  or  motion,  nnloss 
t7  niunimoiiB  coiuent  of  the  membars  present- 
Ordered,  That  it  lie  for  consideration. 

Mr.  LoaAM  ikreMoted  the  pethion  of  DeitnisDe 
Cottineau,  stating  tha^  during  the  Ameticaoirar. 


he  was  captain  of  an  tfrmed  vesael  called  tbe  Pal> 
las,  one  of  tbe  squadron  in  the  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales,  under  tbe  command  of  Geptain  Paul 
Jonea,  and  praivin^  Congress  for  tbe  advance  of 
h  ii  pro  portion  of  prize  jnouey,  the  proceeds  of  three 
Britiehmwcbantsbipstent  lo  Ber^n, in  Norway, 
in  the  year  1779,  for  reasons  mentioned  in  the  pe- 
tition ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr;  Tdrnbb,  from  the  commitiee  to  whom  woe 
referred  the  amendments  of  the  Honse  of  Repre- 
sentuires  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  aet  to  all^r  the 
time  for  holding  the  circuit  courts  in  the  district 
of  North  Carolina,"  made  jeport.  Whereupon,  ibe 
Benate  concurred  in  the  amendments. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  aet  for  the  relief  of  th« 
sufieiert  by  Ere,  in  the  town  of  Forumoutb,  ia 
New  Hampshire,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  Meain.  Gii^ham,  ThAot,  aud  Adauh, 
10  eonaider  and  report  ibereon. 

Agre^bly.U)  tbe  order  of  the  day,  Ibe  Senate 
took  iolfi  eonaidaration.  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  second  reading  of  the  bill  ta  prevent 
setilemenis  being  made  on  lands  ceded  to  uie  Uni- 
ted  Stale*  until  authorized  by  law  i  and  the  bill 
was  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Tuesday  next. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  atit  to  provide  for  sarrey- 
io^  the  coasts  of  tbe  Uniio)  Stales,"  was  lead  tna 
third  time  as  Amended,  and  fussed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Conunitlea  of  the 
Whole,  the  aeeond  reading  of  the  bill  to  cedooe 
Ihe  expenses  attending  the  administration  of  iu»- 
lieein  the  District  of  Cohitnbia,  and  the  Preoidrat 
haviDg  reported  it  to  the  Houee' amended, 
-  Ordered,  That  it  pass  in  ihe  third  reading  « 
amended.  '    • 

The  Senate'  resumed,  af  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  the  second  reading  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  Btithorizing  certain  lignt-honset,  and  the~finng 
of  Etaket,  buoys,  end  beacons,  at  certain  places 
therein  mentioned:"  and  the  consideration  there- 
of was  posipancd. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the  bill 
to  ^plain  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  supplenientsry 
CO  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  divide  the  Territory 
of  [he  United  States  Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio, 
into  two  separate  goTeroments." , 

lUfolved,  That  this  bill  pas*,  that  it  be  engrossed, 
and  ihat.the  title  thereof  5e  "An  act  lt»  explain  the 
act,  entitled  'An  act  snpplemeniary  to  the  act,  en- 
titled 'An  Wt  to  divide  the  Territory  of  the  United 
States  Norlhweetof  the  rivet  Ohio  into  two  sepa- 
rate governments. 

MoKDAT,  February  3. 

Mr.  LooAH,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  21si  ultimo,  ihe  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  continue  in  force,  for  a  further  time,  an  act 
entitled  'An  act  to  suspsnd  the  commercial  inler- 
conne  between  tbe  Uoited'Ststes  and  certain  mrts 
of  the  islandof  St.  Domiogc^"  reported  it  without 
aroendmeDt.' 

On  moiion  of  Mr,  Milledoi,  that  it  be 
'.  Rathtd,  That  ■  eomntitlaa  be  a^ioinled  lo  inquire 
whether  anj,  and,  if  any,  what,  amendments  ooght  to 
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be  made  to  the  «ct,  nntitled  "An  act  to  pqniih  frandi 
on  the  Bank  of  the  Unit«d  Statei ;"  and  that  thej  have 
1mt«  to  report  bj  bill  or  otbenriie  i 

Ordered,  That  thiamotioaliefareonsiderBtion 

The  Senate  resumed  the  cODsidentioB  of  the 
inotTOD  made  an  the  30th  ultimo,  for  an  additioDil 
nile  in  conducting  buslneM  in  tke  Senate  ;  and  it 
waa  referred  loMenn.  Giub,  ADiita,  and  Tbaot, 
to  consider  and  report  lher«on. 

A  message  fipm  the  House  of  RspreaaiitMiTes 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  taiTC  passed 
a  bill,  entiUed  ''An  act  to  annex  certaia  alu)t«a 
and  waters  n>  the  dielricl  of  Mimiasippj,  and  to 
BnihoTizelbebuildiogKanstom-houseat  New  Or- 
leani ;"  in  which  the^  Tcqacst  tlie  ooDettrreiiiia  of 
A*  Senate ;  and  also  informed^tfae  8«iiate  of  the 
death  of  Ocneral  Leri  Casey,  late  a  member  of 
the  Home  of  Ret^esentatives,  and  that  bia  nineral 
Till  take  place  this  day  ai  one  o'clock. 

Wherenpoo,  Rmotvtd,  Tbat  the  Seaatftwill 
tMbai  the  fiiaeral  of  Qeaetnl  Casbt. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  oonaarreoaa  waa 
read,  and  ordered  to  the  seoond  rMdittc. 

Tile  following  Measa^  waa  reeeired  ftam  Aa 
pBBaiDEHT  Of  THB  Umitbo  Statm  : 
3b  tic  Satak  and  Houtt  of 

Mgpruattatmt  of  Ac  VnUtd  State*  .■ 

In  execution  of  the  act  of  the  last  seMion  of  Oonglaaa, 
sntitled  "An  act  to  regttUtedie  IsYing  out  anj  making 
a Toadfroni  Cnmbetttod, in  the  State  ef  Maiirland,  to 
Ae  State  of  Ohio,"  I  appointed  Thomas  Moon.or  KaHr- 
land,  Joseph  Kar,  et^Ao,  andEi  waUams,  of  Main- 
land, CactimiadimeTB  lo  U7  out  the  mM  toad,  and  to 
peiftnu  Iheodiar ^ntiM  BMlgaad » thein  br the  aot. 
Tke  pMgm  fthkb  tlk«7  made  in  ^  mectttMn  of  Iha 
work  during  the  last  aeaaon,  w31  *VPeai  in  ttMiri<|M>t 
now  OMumtniaated  to  Ctmcreaai  On  thtncaiptofit, 
I  titA.  neaavBB  to  obtaiH  eonsent  fbr  ataking  tho  road 
of  the  States  of'Peuaarlrania,  Maiylan^  anaTiipiua, 
thtOBgh  wlaicb  tho  ComnuMonen  [iiopoaed  to  la;  it 
qoL  I  have  xBcaved  acta  of  theLefisIatoreaofHuj- 
luid  and  Viiginla,  giving  tha  coOaent  desired  1  that  of 
PemaylTaDia  hse  the  antiject  atiU  luder  conrideratioQ, 
as  is  suppoaed.  Ontil  I  receiTe  fiill  consent  to  a  free 
choice  of  niDte  thiough  the  whole  distance,'!  have 
tbaoghl  it  safest  neilbu  to  acM^  or  icgeet  finally  the 
partial  report  cri  tha  Commissumers.  Some  matlEls 
BOggeated  in  tha  report  bdong  eidaslvelj  to  the  Le- 
gUatnre.  TH.  JEFFERSON. 

jAVBiaT  ai,  1807. 

The  Message  was  md,  and  ordered  to  lie  for 
consideration. 

And|oDmation,  the  Senate  adjourned.  - 

ToEaDAT,  February  3. 
Mr.  Oaillard  presented  the  memorial  of  Na- 
tfianiel  tlussel,  aail  others,  merchants  of  Charles- 
ton, South.  Carolina^  stating,  that,  in  the  ^ear 
IWi,  and  for  a  long  time  nrerious  lo  that  pedod, 
they  grievously  suffered  itom  depredations  com-, 
milled  OB  iheiilawful  commerce  by  privateers  and 
vessels  of  war  under  the  flag  and  authority  of  the 
French  Repuhlic  ;  and  praying  the  interposition 
of  Co^grest  for  their  relief,  for  reasons  meatlooed 
in  the  memorial^  which  was  read  and  ordered  to 
lie  for  consideTBtioD. 


The  Senate  took  into  conslderatioD  the  motion 
tnade  yesterday,  That  a  committee  be  appolBted 
to  inquire  whether  any,  and,  if  aayj  what,  amend- 
meot  oDght  to  be  made  to  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  to  punish  franris  on  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Slatet,"  and  that  they  have  leare  to  report  by  bill 
or  otherwise  ;  and,  having  agreed  10  the  tnoiioo, 
Messn.  Millbdob,  Adams,  and  Bradlbt,  wn» 
apppittted  lh«  comsailtee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  /act  to  annex  eertBilk 
shores  and  wnlen  to  the  district  of  Mjssiesipp), 
and  to  authorixe  the  bniiding '  of  a  cvstom- house 
at  New  Orleans,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  Messrs.  Thaot,  StonB,  and  Baldwin, 
to  connder  and  report  thereon. 
'Mr.  OiLUAR.from  theeommitloe  to  whon  waa 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
the  sufferers  b]r  fire  in  the  town  of  PortsiBonth, 
New  Hampshire,"  reported  it  withont  anwad- 
racnt. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  athird  reading. 

The  Senate  reaotoedj  as  in  Committee- of  the 
Whole,  ihfraeoqod  reading.of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  aulnoriiing  the  erection  of  ligfat'hoDSes,  and 
thefixingofatakea,  baovfi,  and  beaoont,  at  certain 
places  therein  mentionea ;"  and  the  President  hav* 
ing:repOrted  it  to  the  House  widiont  nmeDdment, 
by  unBnimoBa  eonaent,  the  bilLw^  readthe  tMrd 
time,  and  iwssed. 

Agfreeablr  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Senne 
nnitned'Uia  aecond  retdinc  oT  the  bill,  eatided 
"An  act  repealing  the  acts  layinr  duties  <n  salt, 
and  eontiunil^  m  force,  fat  a  ftirthcr  timb,  the 
Srsl  aeetioD  of  an  not,  entitled  'An  act  f^r^er  to 
Notact  the  eommema  and  saameD  of  the  United 
SUM^  agalul  the  Barbary  Powers)"  fend  it  was- 
BKreed  that  it  be  Che  'order  of  the  day  for  Mottday 


ondrMfdlBgof  the  bill  tO-p>«rent  aet^emtats  bet 
isg  made  on  bods  ceded  i«  the  United  Stataa 
until  MthnrizBd  by  law t  end.iHi  sioiion  to  amend 
the  bill,  it  was  orderud  that  the  bill,  together  with 
a  pmpaaeA  amendment  to  the  proviso  in  the  first 
section,  be  referred  to  Mestm.  QrUB,  BnADLBr, 
and  Smith,  of  Tennessee,  to  oonsider  and  report 
thereon. 

A  motion  was  submitted,  fay  Mr.  Ci.at,  for  con- 
■ideratloQ,  as  follow*: 


any,  and,  ifsny,  whil,  ftuther  pronMU  is 
■econ  to   the  dtiiens  of  the  United  States,  m 
&<»  Indian  dt^ndaiion*,  the  indaiaiii^.  gnartaiiad  to 
thembytair." 
And,  on  nootiOB,  the  Senate  aidjavtDed. 

Wbdxebdat,  IPebnnry  4. 
Mr.  B»Ani.ET  presented  the  petition  rf  Irt 
Allen,  statiog  that  be  has  sustained  great  damage 
and  snfTeriogs  by  the  capture  of  a  quantity  of 
arms  and  ordnaoce,  .under  the  authorltv  of  the 
British  Govetnmen^  which  were  purcoased  in 
Prance  for  the  supply  of  the  militia  of  the  State 
of  Venaont;  in  the  yeui  1790,  aa  ia  Btaled  at  large 
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in  hia  petition ;  and  piafiofc  dw  infarpoHtion  of 
CoDKTCM ;  aod  hit  petitioo  wm  rsad,  and  rerened 
to  He»rs.  Bbablbt,  Traot,  and  WoaTBifraroN, 
t«  eoDtidcx  and  ie«Ml  theieoa. 

The  8«oftt«  toN  iato  aocBidaraiioD  [he  molion 
made  yeMerdar,  "That  a  oommittet  be  appoioted 
'  to  inquire  wMiher  any,  and,  if  anr,  what,  far- 
'.ther  j^roTiuDD  is  oeeaBiarr  to  wcura  to  the  (ki- 
'  aens  <rf  iUt  United  Flutesi  taSerjng  from  ladno 
'  4ear«dai(0Bv  the  indemaity  g«ar«Dited  lo  them 
by  law,-"  and  tb«  moiion  wat  adopted;;  and 
iieam.  Cjuir,  Bhabi^i,  and  Tr*c?,  were  aji- 
ptrinted  Ibe  coninittee  to  eoHider  and  report 
thereon. 

Mr.  OiLia,  fr«in  the  eotmaiiMeto  whom  wa* 
rafencd,  oil  tilje  3d  instant,  the  motioa  for  an  addi- 
tional  role  for eondueting  buiioess  inihe  Senate, 
KMried  the  tame  with  an  amsodBiCBt. 

Tbc-BsiMte  iwutned  the  aecosd  raadinf  of  tha 
hilt,  entitled  ''An  aet  to  cMttniie  in  fiAce  for' a 
fiuaier  line  an  act,  enlitlad  "An  act  to  smpead 
the  commercial  intercoarse  between  the  United  . 
Stsiea  md  eatain  pHta  of  the  ialarad  of  Si  Do- 
mingo,  and  it  wa«  recommitted  tvMesuv.  LoaaM, 
MiTcbu.1^  and  Gu.es,  fitfthei  to  contider  and  t»- 


The  Banate  nflUMd  the  th  lid  readiag  nf  tha 
bill  in  additioa  ta  the  act  for  eMaUishlng  a  hSni, 
and  leeuklinv  the  eoiaa  of  the  Doited  States ;  and 

Orwrtd,  Thai  it  be  reeommitted  tb  JieuM. 
TnAOTiI^oiaa*, sad MracviLi, farther  (aeon^dcr 
and  report  tbmbiu 

The  biU  t»  redoee  the  expeiuet  attandiaff  the 
admiaistratian  of  justioe  in  the  Diiiriei  of  Co- 
lumbia WB3  read  ihe  third  tim< 


The  ball  regulatiDg  the  'grante  of  land  in  the 
TerntOTT  of  Uiohigan  waaread  the  third  time  as 
aiaesded ;  a>d  a  molion  whwrmithj  Hr,  BBai>- 
IXT  farther  to  amend  the  bill ;  .  WherenpaB,  it 
Was  agreed  that  the  eeagidnatieB  thcreoTbe  pwb- 
poned  until  to-morrow. 

ThiabiU  eon&rmiag  riaimc  to  land  in  the  dls- 
triet  of  TiaseaDea,  was  road  the  third  time,  B»d 

The  bill,  entitled  "Aa  met  for  iba  relief  of  the 
■nStraife  hy  fire  in  tha  towa  of  Portmedlh,  New 
Hamndure,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  pUsed. 
On  motion,  by  Hr.Bi.TsaD, 


Oniertd,  That  thil  motion  He  for  oeaudesation. 

Mr.  BJ.TABD  atao  snbmitted  the  fbllmriag' mo- 
tion for  oooridentioa :  ' 

*■  That  the  Attorney  Omerd  of  As  United'tutn 
be  directed  to  procure  and  bty  before  the  Senate,  at 
theirneitfleeMon.tablMorAa  feea  and  oompeontion 
;wd  to  attomeye  at  law,  yivthenotariee,  R^itara,  and 
derka  of  jadida)  «a«tta,  la  lh*-«herifi  and  cnoianile 
giBBd  and  petit  jnieiB,  and  t*witnMie%  in  Iha  aavKal 
Statw." 

The  Soieta  renmed,  at  in  Comnittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  aeeoad  reading  of  the  bill,  enlllkd 
"Ah  aet  anthofizing  tjie  dieeharga.  of  William 
Hcun  from  lui  id^iuRunc^"  and  the  PreaUant 


i  aeMBd«d,  tb*  hill 
g  ae  amended. 
The  BeoaN  took  tntoeooaidenitianthe  amaad- 


ha*ing  repotted  it  to  the  Heoae  aa 
waa  ordered  to  the 'third  ««*diogai 


eot  reported  to  the  additional -rule  for  eoDdact^ 
tng  bnineas  in  the  Senate;  whitb  was  read  aad 
agreed  to,  and  the  rale  was  adopted.  a«  foltowi ; 

"The  fiofll  qaeation  upon  the  aeumd  readEng  of 
ereiy  bit],  reswitioti,  COnititutioaal  amendment,  or 
motion,  origlnatinff  in  the  Senate,  and  requiring  three 
niidinp  pr«Tuiiu  to  iti  being  piiaapd.  ehall  be :  '  Whe- 
ther it  ahall  be  ehgroaed  and  reed  >  third  timal'  And 
no  uneDdEDBnt  ah^  be  received  for  difcuaaion  at  the 
tUrd  reading  of  any  bill,  reeolatioQ^aniendmeDt,  or  zoo- 
tion,  nnleai  by  uniininion>  coment  of  the  mBttibew 
pieeent ;  but  it  ihall  at  lU  limee  be  in  onler,  Infbre  tha 
final  paMage  or  any  loch  bill,  reaolulion,  CoiutitatioD' 
al  amendmeDt,  or  motion,  lo  more  rta  oommitment; 
an^i  •heutd  mch  Mmmitaient  take  place,  and  any  , 
atnendmant  be  reported  by  the  eomsiitloe,  tha  wd 
Ull,  reaMntion,  CoaatkutiBnal  amandaient,  or  motion, 
■hijlha  ^abi  itada  second  time,  aad  oooaidered  as 
in  Committee  of  Ihe  Whole,  and  then  the  a£)M«ald 
qoeatian  ihall  ha  again  paL" 

The  Senate  reasmed,  as  in  Coamlllee  of  the 
Whole,  the  second  readfog  of  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to.,eitend  the  pbwer  of  granting  writs  of 
injuDctioBs  to  the  judges  of  the  district  courts  of 
IheDuited  States;  aod  the  amendment  reported 
by  the  aitecial  committee  bsviog  been  adopiedj 
and  the  bill  reported  to  the  Home  accordingly,  it 
.was  agreed  to  postppne  the  further  cooeideratioa 
of  this  WL: 

Th^  Senate  resntned,  as  in  Committee  of  tha 
Whole,  tbe  blU.  entitted  "Aa  act  eupplementaVy 
to  tbeaotreotitled  'An  act  making  provision  for 
the  redemption  of  the  whole  of  the  public. debt  at 
the  UniuJ  Statesj"  and  a  motion  was  made  (9 
amehd  the  bill,  and  the  Senate  a^jnuraed. 


TnoKanAT,  Febrgary  7. 

Mr.  HiLLBOvai,  Imn.tbe  commiitae  to  whom, 
tha  |kelition  was  raferrcd,  naked  and  ohieined  lea(« 
to  bring  in  a^  bill  for  tin  reUef  of  John  Chestw}. 
vfai^  waa  read,  mat  ordered  ta.a  second  readiag. 
.  Mr.  Bbadcst,  fnom  the.  eanqtiltce  lo  wfa«m 
Wai  reffrrad  the  bill,  ei^lled  "An  aet  for  the  re- 
lief flf  BdmniMl  Brims,"  reported  it.  without 
antaMdoMiti. 

Qnlervd,  That^is  bill  puo  to  a  third  reading. 

ThefiflBaietotikioioconsideratioD  theMesaaffO 
of  the  Prcflideni  of  tlie  United  Stales  of  the  2d 
instant,  with  the  report  of  the  CommiseioBets  ap- 
pointed Diider  tha  aei  to  regulate  the  layiiv  oat 
apd  isahmg  a  roadifroin  Cumb^land,  in  the  SiaU 
of  Maryland,  to  the  SuteofObio  land  they  werf 
TcfarrM  tB  AUasn-  Wobt«ikoton,  Thaoy,  and 
OiiJia,t«consi(iM  and  report  thereon. 

Tha  Senate  leuimed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 


Whole,  tba,  bm,  entJUed  "Auaet  supplameotary 
to  the  act,  eniilied  'An  aet  making  provision  for 
the  redemiKlon  of  the  wbale  of  ibe  public  debt  of 
>tbe  United  Stales  i"  ami  the  President  having  lo- 
ported  it  to  the  .House  without  amendment, 

CMend,  That  this  hill  pass  to  a  ihiiA  reading.. 

Mr.  A»AMS  lutoiitted  tha  foUowiog  motioafM' 
ooMtdaM^on ;.    . 
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(^laapeake  <md  Unaware  CanaL 
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Raohed,  Th»t  a  committM  of  the  Ssnite  b«  tp- 
poinled,  jointly  with  (udi  camiiiiUee  u  may  be  appoint- 
ed' on  the  pvt  of  the  Hottaa  of  KdpreMDlativM,  ts  in- 
qnirs  whedier  the  act  paneJ  April  ISth,  1806,  entitled 
■■An  octtA  repokl  lo  much  of.anjftct  or  acts  uauthor- 
iie  th*  reeeipt  of  etidencs  of  th«  public  debt,  in  paj- 
megt  fin  the  landi  of  the  nailed  8ta(e«,  and  tbi  othei 
puipoiea  lelatiTfl  to  the  public  debt,"  was  euolJed  a* 
the  aaute  passed  the  two  Houses  .of  Congren ;  and, 
if  anjr  anor  hath  occarred  Iherain,  to  leport  the  lame, 
and  what  mauure  ma;  be  expedient  to  carrect  th«  Hud 

The  pREBiDGNT  laid  before  the  Setute  ibe  le- 
port  of  iha  CoannissioDera  of  ibe  Siokii^g  Fund, 
stating  tbu  the  measnree  which  hqte  been  au- 
thorized byabe  Board,  subteqaent  to  ttieir  report 
of  the  Slh-  of  Februarr,  1805,  are  fullf  detailed  in 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  ot  the  Treasury  to  tbia 


irith.  transmitted  and  prayed  (o  be  received  bi  part 
of  tbeir  report.  Aud  the  report  wai  read,  aoii  or- 
dered to  tie  for  codsI deration. 

CHESAPEAEE  AND  DELAWAItE  CANAL. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  report 
of  the  committee  on  the  memorial  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Directors  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Dela- 
ware Canal  Company.  The  resolutiop  reported 
by  the  committee  is  as  fallows : 

Rfohed,  That acrei  of  land  be  graatod  to  the 

Chesapeake  and  Delawaie  CaoarCompuly,  upon  Iheir 
giving  bond,  conditiooed  lo  transfer  to  the  United 
8t*t«a  a  number  of  ahsraa  of  the  ctpilat  stock  of  said 
>  of  two  hundred  dollars  a  share, 


id  nondiUoned  to  sell  the.iaid  land  within 
■I  ycan>  andtofbrnishtotheBecretBiyof  theTiesa- 
wj  a  trae  account  of  the  sdes. 

Mr-  BaTiBD. — Mr.  President,  I  am  apprehen- 
sire  that  the  reflation  now  noder  consideration, 
hm  beioff  Tiewed  as  a.  national  object,  viJl  not  be 
regarded  with  the  attention  it  deserToa.  Having 
•ome  act^oaintmee  with  the  subject,  and  being 
•troiu^jr  impntMd  with  its  importance.  I  deem 
ilaonty  to  eotDmnnieate  to.  tbe  Senate  the  facts 
which  I  possess,  and  to  gnfold  tboM  Views  of  the 
object  proposed,  which  hare  oreHnted  themselre* 
to  my  mind.  I  shall  not  feel  it  incumbent  on  me 
to  emplof  any  timiment  to  prore  the  ffenttal 
ntility  of  canals.  If,  bowerer.  there  be  but  one 
o^nion  on  this  subject  in  old  nitd  popnlovs  eoon- 
tnes,  how  much  more  benefit  nay  wc«xpect  from 
the  improvement  in  a  jronng  ooiiotry  wiiere  labor 
and  capital,  which  it  ti  calcotated  to  sare,  are  so 
mnA  more  wanted. 

The  relative  position  of  the  Delaware  and 
Chesapeake  bays  long  tince  awakened  the  atten- 
tion of  a  distinguished  bodr,  as  lo  tbe  pnwlica- 
bility  of  opening  a  water  communication  between 
them. 

In  the  year  1769,  Dr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Ritten- 
hotrn,  Hr.  Oilpin,  and  Mr.  HoUiognworth,  were 
appointed  a  committee  by  the  Philosophical'  So- 
ciety of  Philadelphia,  to  examine  the  ground  be~ 
tween  the  bays,  and  to  ascertain  the  praclieahiltiy 
ud  probable  expense  of  opening  a  oommuniea- 


tion  between  their  waters.  Their  report  strong- 
ly recommended  the  project,  as  one  not  Only  sus- 
cepiiMe  of  being  accomplished,  hot  as  a  work 
eventually  promising  an  adequate  profit..  The 
want  of  capita)  at  that  time,  the  disturbances  then 
arising  with  Oreat  Britain,  the  ocearrence  and 
consequences  of  the  war,  diverted,  for  a  long  time, 
thepuVicatiention  from  ibis  interesting  object. 
When,  however,  peace  and  a  fioutishing  com- 
merce had  recruited  the  ezbattsted  -  resourcei  of 
the  country,  it  again  occupied  the  minds  of  thoae 
men,  whose  views,  ezrendinff  beyond  themselves, 
are  employed  upon  objects  of  general  benefit  and 
utility. 

A-  rival  intereat  .-had  long  been  felt  by  Penn- 
■vlrania  and  Maryland,  as  to  the  waters  of  the 
Susquehamiah.  The  Snsqnehannah,  and  the 
streams  falling  into  it  rendered  navigable,  it  waa 
evident  that  a  gr«at  proportion  of  the  produce  of 
Petinaytvania  and  a  part  of  ihat  of  the  State  of 
New  York  would  pan  down  the  river,  and  seek 
a  market  at,  Haiti  more. 

The  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  having  this 
impreMon,  enacted  prnal  laws  against  removing 
obstruetioos'to  the  navigation  of  the  river.  ■  The 
expected  advantage  had  rendered  Maryland  nn- 
williAg  to  canaent  lo  unite,  at  their  heads,  the 
waters  of  the  two  bays.  This  unworthy , spirit, 
which  opposed  a  partial  inter«t  to  general  benefit, 
yielded  at  length  to  the  enlarged  and'liberal  views 
which  comprehend  the  whole  interests  of  the  two 
States.  Pennsylvania  agreed  to  allow  the  navi- 
gation of  the  Susqnehannah  tob«  opened,  and  Ma- 
ryland to  permit  the  beads  of  the  bays  to  be  uni- 
ted by  i  canal. 

lo  the  years  1799,  1801,  and  1803,  by  Legisla- 
tive acts  of  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  and  Mary- 
land, a  company  Was  incorporated  Iritli  a  capital 
of  (500,000,  for  the  purpose  of  cutting  tfa;  canal. 
SobBcriptioiw  were  obtained  ncady  (o  Uie  amount 
of  9400,000]  the  company-was  organized  and  tha 
work  undertaken. 

Engineers  of  ability  were  employed  to  survev 
and  level  the  ground  upon  several  roAies,  wbicn 
difierent  opinions  bad  distinguished  as  preferabl«, 
and  after  a  fall  knowledge  on  (he  subject  was  at- 
tained, the  line  of  the  canal  waa  fixed  by  the 
Board  of  Directors  from  Welch  Point,  an  the  Slk, 
to  a  point  near  Hendenhall's  Landing,  on  the 
Christiana  river.  The  extent  of. this  route  ia 
twenty-one  miles,  A  shorter  distance  might  hare 
united  the  two  bays,  but  the  safety  of  the  harboia 
and  navigation,  ami  the  boldness  of  the  waters, 
seoored  by  the  route  adilpted,  not  otAy  justified, 
but  strongly  recommended,  the  extenaioa  of  the 
line  and  the  probable  increase  of  expense.  An 
opinioit' had  ezisted  that  the  bays  might  beuni- 
ted  so  as  to  allow  the  waters  of  the  one  to  flow 
into  the  other.  The  scheme  was  considered,  bnt 
it  was  found  that  it  could,  out  be  executed,  so  as 
ta  answer  the  intended  purpose,  without  an  ex- 


pense infinitely  beyond  the  m 


s  of  the  c 


ny.  A  canal  wiib  locks  was,  in  consequence,  de- 
termined CO.  The  depth  of  the  canal  was  fixed 
at  seven  and  ahalf  feet,  to  afibrd  navigation  to  the 
common  resaela  belongmgio  ihe.bays.    To  anpplr 
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the  locks  of  the  cumI,  the  sources  of  ihe  Klk  rirer 
were  purchsBed  and  coavejed  to  tbe  maio  hj  a 
■mtlln  cuial.  Tltii  canal  of  supply,  proceeding 
from  near  tbe  line  of  PeoDsylnnia,  and  fumiik- 
iDg  n  bijsfe  Hyigation.  is- nearly  completed;  the 
leogth  of  )t  is  aiwatfire  mile). 

Id  makia's  iBTTeja,  in  the  pnrefaaie  of  water- 
lights  «nd  bsds,  oi  boats,  and  materiaU,  in  pay- 
ment of  lalwren.aDd  iDcidental  cxMoaes,  the  com- 
pany bu  exMDdcd  jipw«Tds  of  9100,00a  Tbe 
magaltnde  of  tbe  work^  and  its  nniBeroBS  details  of 
•xpeuM,  were  not  dUtiactly  peroeiTed  at  the  time 
it  wu  eommeaced,  Whoo  it  was  fognd  ihatoae- 
foiirlh  of  the  eapitalof  theeomnany  waseshanst- 
•d,  and  lh«  wott  which  alone. bad  been  original- 
Jy  conteiaplaied  not  eonumnced,  a  general  de- 
apondeacy  pervaded  the  subscribers,  to  the  prp- 
j^t,  and  many  despairing  of  the  completioo  of 
tbe  work,  and  cetiiidermg  tbe  payment  i^their 
■tibscriptioaiai  adirect  sacrifice  of  thjnr  property, 
refused  to  pay  their  iostalments,  and  hare  put  the 
company  to  the  expense,' and 'subjected  tbem  to 
tbe  delay,  of  Iaw«Dits.  Id  oonseqnence,  their  op- 
crations  hafe  been  paralyzed,  and  the  work  siu~ 
pended. 

Under  thesfr^ircumitances,  which  I  felt  mytelf 
bound  to  unfold  to  the  view  of  the  Senate,  it  is, 
that  the 'company  now  comes  to  ask  the  asusi- 
aaoe  and  samiprt  of  Itie  Ocoeral  QoTernment.' 

This,  lit, i ackaotrledge  they  bave  no  right  to 
expect,  unless  the  aid  wd  cooiribiite.  bdong^  to 
the  intierest  of  the  public.  I  slialj,  therefore,  con- 
fine my  inquiries  to  Ihe  adranlaget  which  aifier- 
ent  States,  and  the.  Union  at  large,  will  4eriTe 
from  the  scheme.  Virginia,  PeonsylTaniaj  New 
Jersey^  Delaware,  and  Maryland,  have  an  imme- 
diate interest  in  the  cadal.  It  opens  an  inland 
communication  between  them  w-  The  waters 
emptying  into  the  Chesapeake  penetrate  immense- 
tracls  ofcountry.-  The  towns  and  landings  6b 
these  waters  have  new  markets- op«ned  to  themj 
and  the  assistance  of  additiooa)  capitals.  . 

An  interior  navigation  of  tweniy-one  milea, 
exempt  from  risk,  saves  a  voyage  of  £re  hundred, 
exposed  to  t^e  danger  of  eaeniies  apd  tbe  eom- 
mon  perils  of  the  sea.  Tbe  cheapness,  faeilitr, 
and  ssfeiy  of  the  intercourse  must  necessarily 

Juicken  the  commerce  betveen  Uie  Northern  and 
lastein  and  Southern  States.  The  manuftcture* 
of  tbe  North  will  .be  exchanged  throagh  this 
channel  for  the  produce  of  the  Soaib.  I  will  not 
trespass  so  far  as  to  gothrougb  details  upon  this 
haad.  I  will  mnuion,  however,  one  article  aon- 
necling  the  iniere^  of  Virginia  with  the  scheme, 
TbAt  State  abounds  with  coal.  The  codsomptioq 
of  this  atticle  in  many  toi^ns  i*  already  considera- 
bltj  and  nfuat  increase  with  the  population  and 
manu&otnre^of  ifaecoanlry.  Atptesentfi^igliab 
coal  is  sold  as  cheap  in  PbiUdelpW,  as  the  ootj, 
of  Virginia;  the  canal  wonld  tHing  tbe  Virginia 
coal  to-  market  at  a  price  which  i^uld  soon  ex- 
clude tbe  Sn^lish.  The'  capital  of  Philadelphia 
enable*  that  city  to  import  cheaper  than  Baltimore; 
and  the  rate  of  it*  market  attracts  the  custom  of 
a  great  portion  of  the  western  country.  Oreat 
qoantitiea  of  mercfautdUe  ue  canied'  from  Pbila- 


justified  in  saying  that  (he  chief  loar- 
ket  of  (h6  western  conntty  will  be  brought  sixty 
or  seventy  miles  nearer  to  them.  To  them,  therfl« 
fore,  this  channel  is  an  object  of  considerable  in- 

In  a  national  point  of  view  the  canal  propasea 
tbegreateal  advantages  in  the  event  of  war. 

■Without  the  aid  ,of  England  a  war  with  any 
principal  Power  of  Bnrajjie  would  tuipead,  if  not 
aesirpy,onr  external  navigation.  Topoaaesathati 
interior  navigation,  uniting  distant  part*  with  the 
cebtrs  of  the  eqnntry,  would  be  an  advantage  of 
incalcDlable  value.  And  I  would  beg  the  Senate 
pnrtieularly  (o  consider  the  iQiporiant  service  the 
execntioQ  of  the  scheme  wonld  render;  the  mlli- 
tary  operations,  in  fiieilitating.tbe  transportatioD 
oftroops,  bag^i^,  stores,  and  ordnance,  to  and 
from  distant  parts  of  the  country.  The  move- 
ments of  an  enemy  posaessing  Ihe  sea,  exposed  to 
more  hazards,  eoata  not  be  made  from. certain 
points  wiib  more  cderity  and  ease  than  thoee  of 
our  own  army.  But,  sir,  howem  <r«at  tbe  im- 
Dortaoee  of  tbis  canal  may  be  considered  even  by 
Itself,  yet  the  nation  ought  to' view  it  an^  its  just 
conseqnenee  is  only  seen  when  regarded  U  a  ftia- 
eipal  Tink  in  a  gi:eat  chain  of  inferior  navigation 
esicnding  from  the  northern  to  the  southern  ex- 
tremities, ot  the  country. 

A  canal  i^  conumplaled  fiom  the  Delaware  to 
the  E^ritan.  This  will  open  a  commauicatios 
between' the  Delaware,  the  North  rive^  and  the 
Sound.  A  communication  is  nearly  eSecled  be- 
tween the  Mohawk  rirei;  and  Lske  Ontario.  A 
simitar  one  is  practicable  between  the  'Uadson 
and  Lake  George,  iriiich  wonld  eslend  the  naT»- 
gation  to-  Qnebeck.  To  the  eaitward  the  con* 
nexionof  Buzzard's  and  Boston  bay,  o«f riee  lbs 
navigation  to  Boston.  To  the  aonth-a  canal  frani 
Elizabeth  river,  di rough  the  DUmal  Swamp  to 
PaMuotank  river,  extends  the  naTigation  to  Albe- 
marle and  Pamlico  Sounds;  and  a  eonoexicn  of 
the  inlets,  which  is  rcnretenttd'as  practiubleand 
likely  to  btf  undertakrot  carries  it  to  Qeorgin; 
Thn*  wo*e»4U  unbrokenchMnof  tntaior  navi* 

Ktioa  can  be  fonaed,  binding  tiwether  aU  the 
daBti<  Statca,  eeenring  intime  oTvar  and  bcU* 
itating  in  time  of  peace,  th»  internal  trade  of  the 
eoBotry.  -■ 

Thn  extensive  work  is  not  .6nlyj>raaticable, 
bmleonsidertberaisnohazud.in  affirming  that 
before  the  lapse  of  many  years  it  will  be  aeeom- 
l^hed.  Tbe  extensive  and  poverfnl  private  and 
public  interest  which  depends -upon"  it  will  not 
suffer  the  object  to  be  neglected.  Tbe  water*  of 
no  poantiy  of  tbe  sam^e  extent  offer  so  eaav  and 
oompleK  a  communication  as  thoie  of  the  United 
Sutts. 

I  have  not  enamerated  t^l  the  points  of  eonnez- 
ioD.  .  I  have  stated  only  those  more  immediately 
relating  to  the  subject  of  our  wnstdeiatioo. 

There  is  reason  to  h^liave  that  the  subject  of 
iutertiat  navigation  has  not  esoaped4he  attentioa 
of  the  Administration.  The  present  moment  is 
propitious  for  the  undert^ng.  Your  Treasury 
la  wl^  and  the  radeamaUe  part  id  the  ptdjlie  debt 
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■  .which  ^t  D 


4iipoMof  tkeaurjihn..  1  hiTe.  bowerer,tcilaMieDT. 
llnldoabUorihehiglirsl&nthoritjiMilt  utotfae 
CoMtitniioDal  rifhc  of  ihia  aovevDmeiit  to  applr 
the  public  roonej  lo  objects  of  tbis  kind..  T^ougn 
Iba  plan  I  raatn  lo  propose  to  chA  Benaie  ii-not 
expoied  to  this  objecUoD,  jn  I  aball  b«g  petmi^ 
■iiM  vnrr  bcisflr  >o  evoiUer  it 

It  is  adoHUeri  tk«i  ilie  CoiMitiuieV  docs  dm 
KMptftky  gira  the  pcnrei  to  cot  oan^j  bjil  ire 
p»Mwi  aaj  a«^«  in  dail^  exercM  of  liia  power  to 


«  defiBae  of  the  imtini). 
«aBieqd«d  llnu.aD  power  ei 
ben  exprei^  deltgiMd. 

Tlwre  i»  no  axfrcu'  powar  glveo  to  treat  ft 
fen  or  m^iKtiiia,  ttiouah  it 'is  ^reoogaited  ia  tiM 
d^egationof  aehtBivelvgiildtiTa  powers  id  on - 
tain  eaaei.  The  power  to  cfeot  ligkCrtioDWei  aad 
pien,  to  survey  and  talie  the  (auBdiog*  on  the 
eoiR,  or  ejicoi  public  baildii^  is  meilherexpreHl^ 
gvren  nor  leBt^niaed  in  theConstiiattoa,  bat  it  ts 
cMabnaed  bf  a  libetd  and  jut  ioierpretatien  of 
the  clatiM  in  (be  Comtitntioa,  which  li|)iiiiB»nii 
•U  luwa  neoetaarr  ■■<'  proper  for  carajrtng  iofa 
•zecation  tba  powers  aEprwsly  ilcl«Bai«l.  On  a 
lih«  priDeipl«  the  bBBlf  of  ihe  Uoiied  State*  wa« 
iocorporaled.  HBTiDfi;  a  pQWer  to  provid*  for  (be' 
Bfetr.ef  eooiiBcrce  and  lae  'defsnee  of  m  ■•■ioo,' 
we  BMf  faitlf  iofn  a  power  to  cut  a  cam),  a 
sieaMwe  ooqneaiiaaablf  prOpar  with  a  riew  to 
•ither  object. 

But,  sir,  (be  plan  I  unn  tO'  pntpoaa  ia  entirely 
cl^r  of  tba  CMRrumiowd'afa|eciioii.  Wilbout 
awf  lueb  otgeelioD  I  tbonld  dcepsircJ' obtaining  a 
gnntof  mansf  (br«mh«aobJMii.'  While  ntooer 
cMtnothebad  lodbrtiiyawr  svaiMnk,  I  caasMex* 
pMtittoilig  oasala.  [am  goiof  to  ukfor  laod 
spoB  prinaipUa  ot  rcolprooiS  beoefii  lo  tbe  eomr 
fin^  aad  (o  tbe  OovosDmHt  W«  ban,  airi  300 
miUMNVfacrea,  which,!  map  say  with  oKiaiaty 
wwioc  be  aold  ia  a  ecBlhr^.  I  mil  not  inquire 
wfaeiberwia  barcan  catMs  iBtbwnifor  s  hundred 
fman.  h  b  our  palicf  to  adk  (hMB  ^  kmo  m 
yocsiUe.  Tb»  reaoliitiati  before  ni  propoeet  to 
idl  htad  to  iba  ccnnpaMy,  and  to  rac«i>»  pnymbat 
w  their  stock. 

There  can  be  no  question  aa  lo  oifr  riebt  to  sell 
^c  laad-fQr  tbeir  Moob.  Wc-ban  giTen  it  Tor 
dit  andowineiK:  of  aohoalt,  for  tbe  mtUo^  of 
roKda,  aad  have  madegratatuui grants;  and  »w»: 
If  vc  must  ba»e  the  right  to  sell  iifiH  oan&l  stock,, 
CgqipUte  the  oifDal  and  the  stoakoanrMt  fail  to 
la  vahniUe.  Tbe  United  Stateamar  then  oon(erl 
it  ioia  moncr.  - 1  an  warranted  io  .uyiog  that* 
grant  to  this  comfaor  vil^  ■><>'  interfere  witb  tbe 
■ales  of  land  made  by  tbe  public.  1  buliere  tbAl 
geatleman  COD  bebund  tonarebBsetbeland,  with 
■^Tiawio  promote  the  object  of  tbe  graoi,  who 
would  not  purchase  of  the  public  It  U  the  in(er> 
eatof  ibeUoksd  States,  which  lani  propiviitg, 


re  (ban  that  of  .the  compaaf.  I  am'  aekiog 
uud,  which  you  couU  noi  aell  in  a  hundred  years, 
•nd  Uad  which  it  is  nut  likely  yon  will  hold  half 
Ihe  pniMl  of  tiisa.    A  i^w  jraaia  migU  complete 


(be  canal,  and  give  to  tbe  ateck.  its  nine.  "Yam. 
will  (hen  have  antieipMed  tb*  sale  of  ao  mueb 
land,  and  aceomplisbed  an  object  of  great  pobUe 
and  grlnl*  utility. 

I  bare  reuon  (•  bdiuve,  if  this  QoveriuneM 
sraot  assigtanceio  tbe  eonpnny,  the  example  wiU 
Oft.  fotlawed  by  tbe  Slates  of  Peniwylvuiia  &nd 
Maiylaod.  It  now  depends  upon  ut,  wketber 
ibirgtTBt  work  shall' languisb  and  sink  or  b«  r»- 
rived  aAdcompleted.  More  than  •  bunored  thoi^ 
'nod  dollars  bare  been  expended;  if  (be  #oric  be 
forsaken  (hia  money  is.  lost.  The  pnnett,  wnr 
abandotied,  wil)  nenr  ag^obe  andenakan  by  itr 
diriduais.  They  vow  oToposa  to  ssiist  yon  -wiik 
a  large  e*|iital-'ieject  the  oSet,  and  faemfier  yoa 
#ill  be  forced  to  do  tba  work  at  yow  sole  ezpcnaei 
Never  bad  w*  it  in  our  power  upon  teniu  ao 
ebanp  to  aeeomplish  an  efajaet  of  great  onblic  iiM- 
potinaee.  Yo«  s»Te  a  capital  aS  mere  tnnn^lOO^ 
000;  yen  niiitc  by  interml  cemmimreaiioB  tbe 
waters  of  fire  States;  yoa  lay  the  foundation  atm, 
scheme  at-  inteeior  nerigetion  ooitbeeting  ibe  eK> 
weroitiee  of  (he  eoedneiit;  and  yoU  support  a 
spirit  of  improTcmeDt  sd  es«Dtial  to  the  prdBjMi^ 
iiyofthe  country,  by  an  accommodation  wbich 
tabes  net  a  coit  eel  of  oar  Treasnry,.aad  which 
ptomises^t  leall  a  reciprocal  benefit  to  the  Qo«^ 


Mr.  FioBsatJta  sepported  tba  tea^tien;  Ur. 
iiDAJie  opposed  it;  Means.  Oit-aa  and  BALnwiN 
suggMced  doubts  about  it.    Tbe  ,re*ol«io»  wsta 


ibu,  and  Clat,  were  appointed  a 
to  bring  in  a  bill  acooidingl^. 

.   Fribat,  Fehmorf  ft. 

The  bill'for  tbe  >«jief  of  JobB'GhMtor«iuM>4 

the  saeoad  time,  and eonstdetedaB  in  ConraitMe 

of  tbe  Wbelei  and,  (be  Prendent  hating  rep<)rie4 

it  to   ike  House  urithout  Mnendmaitj    «o   ibe 

Section,  <4lhall  the  btll  be  esgrocMd  and  read  a 
ird  time?"  it  pttssed  Iil ihr  aSrinttlTe. 
The  fbtlowing^UciAge  mm  iMeind  from  tbe 
PesarannT  or  tA  Uhitxd  SrA-m; 
Zb  the  Stnate  mid  Jbeie  of 

S^uenMita  of  ae  touted  SUHa .: 
Tbe  Oorenimenl  of  rtanee  hgHag  enmikad  hw 
tbe  daim  of  M.  da  llaanmarckiis  sgiiibist  fb.%  Vt^ul 
States,  sMd  sensidMlnt  it  *■  just  and  legal,  bos  in* 
sfancled  is  Hinisttt  ben  to  )Bdu  rspiessntattsne  mi 
tb»«ai4cMtoib*Oo*ai)ieuatoftteUuitedataia«.  I 
new  1^  U(  n>sendr  beine  tbe  Lspslatnn,  tbe  aaij 
anlbonSr  osnwsteot  to  afitkaldsdHDiKHitbsaanie. 

TH,  mTTZBaos. 

TkMMnAMi  6,  1M7. 

The  Message  and  papers  tberein'  mentioned 
wene  toad,  and  refeftad  to  Means.  Bunt.iY,  Bav- 
>an, ami Balowik,  looonpiderand  report  thereoot 

Tbe  SMkate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  the  aeoond  reading  of  tbe  bill,  entitled  "An 
aoi  to  extend  tbe  powef  of  gmoting  wiits  of  in* 
iuDcuoDs  to  tbejudges  of  the  district  coarts  of  Ibe 
United  Stales-:  and,  tbe  bill  was  ordered  to  tbe 
third  reading  as  aBtnded. 

The  bill,  enlMed  "An  eflteappUmHtlary  lo  Ibe 
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act,  «niuJed  'An  «ct  cukior  piosision  for  the  n- 
denptioD  of  tbe  whole  of  Ue  paUic  debt  of  tba 
Uniied   Slates,"'  wt»  i«ad  tbe  third   lime,  and 

PWMtL      . 

Tbe  joUowiiw  Haoun  mu  abo  Kcelved  ftom 
tbe  PuMttBN^  or  TBB'DiiraaD  Btatu  ^ 
n  Me  &M(ite  «i^  AntM  0/ 

1  lay  licfisv  CongTMi  the  lairi  tbi  tbe  (orammatit 
«f  liauiaiiaft,  pused  bj  th«  tSavemor  uid  JadgM  of 
(hsIndiuiTemlon,  at  their  Maaton  at  TinoeniMa, 
befua  on  lite  fint  of  October,  1904. 

TH-JBTFEBSOH. 

ftaKo^vx  6,1807. 

The  Mesrage  was  rent,  and  otd«nd  .10  lie  fei 
emridemiioD. 

Tbe  faHl,  entitled  "An  acfamliomio;  tke  dia- 
charge  at  William  Heani  from  bit  imprisoii- 
menv*  was  ftad  the  third  tfme  as  amended,  and 

Tbe  Senate  rescued  tl)e  third  ^dlos  of  the 
bill  reEulatiug  t^egraqtsof  landin.the  Territory 
of  Michijfan;  and  it  wai  recoininiiled  to  Messri. 
BsAQifKY,  WoHTBia^on,  and  MAOL*T,fur.lliei  to 
CDitaidier  and  report  ttt^reon. 

Tbe..l>ill  entiiUd  "An  act  tor  the  relief  of  £d- 
MUBd  Bnn*t"  waa  iw4  ibfl  fhifd  time,  aad 

Tbe  Seaata  took  iotc  aauidaatuPli  the  Botion 
Mada  oU'  tha  <th  (mMAi.  "  Tbat  a  Mmmitiae  Im 
appointed  10  pnpara'BM  bnag  in  a  bill  to  lep- 
lata  iha  «aii»iO(tH^  of  smd  jUKiH ,-"  and  kaviitg 
adopted  the  malioni  Mnan,  "  '  » 

id 'AnkJia^  WOW  apfati 

t  maje  »i>  t^  4tb  ii 


^  BtftoLST,  BATAaa, 


The 


Haihti,  That  the  AltMnar  Oomi^  at  tfce 

Vait«d  Btates  be  ditWed  to  pT9c«re  aad  hy  te- 
fore  tKe  Senate,  at  tl)eir  a^t  seaaion,  tabfca  of  the 
fces  and  eompbrnatlDn  paid  to  attorn^TB  atUw. 
proibonotaries,  i^isteia,  and  cleriu  of  judicial 
court*,  Id  the  aheiifGi  and  corohGo,  to  ^ad  and 
petit  |uror>,and  to  witneaicB,  in  the  HTeHd  SUtea. 

TI»-3eMta  took  into  ^Wfidvfation  the  mofion 
"That  a  comtnillee  be  appointed' on  the  part  of 
(he  8«wiiia,,t|0  jtiia  laX^  aiMh  ctuBmiUee  >«  may 
bc«Hwi«t«4  oftih«.pwtof  iheUotu^of  Bwre- 
seniaiiTe*,  UuntpUH  whether  the  act  passed  April 
16, 1806,  hai  ben  duly  awdlad  i"  and  Ute  toouon 
tma  tDunad .  ta  Mmh*.  A*mni,  S«««  w^  and 
GtLsa,  to  coaaider  and  leport  thereoa. 

Ur.  Mit4.a>aa,A(Mi  die  eattihiinw  appmated 
ilu  3d  JHtaiic,  an  th*  labjeu,  Mwiciad  a  bUt  to 
pa  niah  ft««d»aoaUnitt«4«atb»wak  of  tbe  Doi- 
ted Siaini  and  the  bill  maiwid  HdndBrad  to 
theaeModiaaAai*.       ' 

MoiWAX,  FebiOary  9. 
Tha  PaxaiBBHT  aanraaBicsted  the  repott  of  the 
OmMsor  an4  Jo^BS*  of  tlie  dinrict  of  M)ehig«»,- 
>»  ohedienee  to  Am  met,  ealilled  "An  act  to  pte- 
Ttde  for  the  adjotiment  of  litlet  of  land  in  ihe 
towa  of  Detroit  and  Territorf  of  Michigan,  and 
for  other  parpotes,"  together  with  (be  plan  of  a 


tows  or  city  iliey  bare  laid  out,  and  itiiiaf  that 
they  ara  making  progtesa  in  the  huuae«  awigned 
them';  and  the  reppn  waa  t«ad  and  ordend  10  lie 
for  eonaidenitioD. 

Mr.  Skitb  ai  Ten nawee.  from  ihe  oofnmitiee 
to  whom'  was  rebrrqd  -  the  till  to  pnrem  aettlo- 
menis  bfiog  made  oq  hud*  eaded  10  tb«  Qtiited 
Suta*  UDIU  authorised  by  law,  reported  it  wilb 
^mendmenta}  whioh.^eM  lead  and  ordered  to 
lie  for  eooaidvMioo. 

Mr.  Bbadlut  froBi  thja  eomnultee  to  whom 
^Bf  leeMnttiitKa  ibe  bill  regulating  ibe-gtmnta  of 
land'  in  ihe  Territory  of  Miehigau,  reported  tbe 
bill  with  amendments;  ifbich  were  read  and 
ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

Mr.  WoBTHiRoTON  gave  notice  that  he  would 
t»-moflr6w  ask  leave  to  brjng  in  a  bill  to  encour- 
age a  settlement  io  the  western  district  of  Oileana. 

The  bill  io  p|iiiii«h  frauds  committed  on  tbe 
Bank  of  the  United  States  was  read  the  second 
tiuH  aad  aiaanded.  On  the  question.  Shall  the 
bill  be  engrosaed  and  read  a  third  timel  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative. 

Agreeably  to  the  border  of  the  day,  the  Senate 
resuoMd  the  second  reading  of  the  bill,  eatitted 
"^n  act  repealiDg  the  acts  layivg  duties  pn  salt, 
and  eoatinaiag'ia  force  for  further  time  the  first 
section  ofiheaetjentitled'Aaactfortber  10  prateat 
tbt  commerce  and  seamen  of  tbe  United  States 
gainst  iheBarbary  Powers  f  and  on  motion,  it 
was  agreed,  that  it  be  Ae  order'of  ihe  day  for 
TtiiirMav  next. 

'  The  Mil,  eniitled  "An  act  to  extend  (be  powec 
of  granting  writs  of  iajonctions  to  the  jodgea  of 
the  district  courts  of  the  Vaitfd  Slates,"  was  read 
the  third  lime  and  further  anieoded. 

Rfobtedt  That  this  bill  pass  with  ameDdmentL 

The  bill  tat  tbe  relief  of^John  Chester  was  read 
the  third  lima  and  passed. 

Hr.  Tbact,  ftotH  the  committee  to  whom  was 
Deferred  the  \a\i,  entitled  "Au  act  Iti  annbi  oetlkia 
shorn  and  waters  Io  the  district  of  Miraiasippi, 
and'  to  authorize  Ihe  building  a  custom-hoose  at 
ffew  CMieana,"  reported  the  Dili  without  ameud- 
■Bent.  _i  ' 

Ordtrtd,  That  this  bill  paas  to  %  thiij  readIo|t. 

TvMsaT,  Febnary  10. 

Hr.  Bbaslbt,  frost  the  committee  appolntad 
on  the  subject,  r^poried  a  bilt  relating  10  the  atun- 
moninc  oi.gnnd  jurors,  which  w.as  read,  and 
ordered  to  the  ascoiul  reading. 

The  Senate  leaomel  u  m  Committee  of  the 
Whote^  the  M^qd.  leadiag  of  the  btU  to  prerent 
seulaiMBts  heiDg  made  00  lands  oeded  te  the 
United  $laus,  until  auihiOtiMd  by  law  1  and  the 
President  having  reported  the  bill  to  ihe  Houae 
aihMiad,  ott  the  ^eslion,  Shall  th«  bill  ha  en- 
(lasaeiand  read  a  third  tiouaaaBendnd?  ilw«a 
detenmaed  in  tbe  affr«auve. 
^The  Beoate  iwDiDed  thatbtrd  reading  of  to 
bill  regulating  the  grants  of  land  in  tha  TeiriniT 
of  MicttigsD,  and,  having  agreed  10  the  amend- 
meola  reported  br  the  special  committee,  die  bill 
was  passed. 
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Menage  nlatite  Ut  OtmboaU. 


Pebbdaht,  tsor. 


Tbe  bill  from  (he  Houm  of  Repre*entatlree, 
eotilled  "An  aci  to  annex  certain  shores  and 
water*  lo  the  disiiict  of-Miuiuippi,  and  to  au- 
thorize the  bnildiog  a  castom-boDse  at  New  Or- 
Imdb,"  Iras  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Batasd,  from  the  conamittee  appointed  on 
the  subject,  agieeablf  to  iastructioOi  reported  a 
bill  autboriziiie  the  aale  and  grant  of  a  certain 

iDtntitr  of  pnUic  lasd  to  the  Cheiiapeake  and 
lelawa re  Canal  Company  ;  andihe  bill  wasTeftd, 
and  ordered  to  the  seeood  reading.         > 

The  following  Message  was  receiv^  from  the 
Fbebidgnt  or  tbe  Uhited  SrATBa-: 


ite,  for  llu  mformation  of  CoogreM,  a 
letter  from  Conlei  Mesd>  Secretarj  of  the  Misssani 
Tenitotj,  to  the  Secroteij  of  W»,  bjwhick  it  will  M 
•een  tlut  Mr.  Burr  b&d  reached  Ihitt  neighborhood  «n 
the  13tb  of  Jsnuary. 

IB.  JEFFERSON. 
PiaariBT  10,'  180T. 

I  the 
•  wa*  read  tbe  lliird 
time,  and  passed. 

A  tiiessage  from  the  MoDse  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  Hoiue  hare  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  further  supplementary  to 
the  act,  entitled  'Ao  act  ooaceroiDg  the  Diatiiot 
of  Columbis,"  in  which  they  inquest  tbe  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

Tbe  bill  waa  read  and  ordered  to  the  secoml 
reading. 

.     GUNBOATS. 
The  following  Meisage  was  received  from  the 
Phesideht  of  tbe  UniTEO  States  : 
lb  Ihe  Senale  and  Houk  of 

Btpraaitatiaa  of  the  UnUid  Stain  i 
Ib  oOm|di«iicewllh  tbe  request  of  tbeHooM  of  Rm- 
reaentatiw,  e>pwwed  Id  their  lesolution  of  "im  flAb 
iDstsut,  I  piocaed  to  give  luch  infonnstion  sa  is  pov- 
saned,  of  the  eflect  of  gunbOit*,  ia  the  piotection  snd 
defence  of  hittiou,  of  the  nnmbisn  tfioilKht  necesasij', 
and  of  the  prapoaed  distribntion  of  them  •nwog  the 
'forts  and  haibors  of  tbe  United  States. 

Under  preeent  dnnmBtanee^  and  gotemed  I7  the 
intentions  of  .the  Lagialatiin,  *•  aasBMWted  by  their 
awuial  •wropriatiDna  of  noon  tor  the  porpoaes  of  de- 
fence, it  has  been  conoladsd  to  MmiNne — 1st,  land 
battenes,  furaiabed  with  heavy, eaniioti  and  mortan, 
and  estabUahed  on  all  flie  points  aronnd  the  place  fii- 
vmbl*  fill  preventing  veueli  from  Ijing  before  it ;  3d, 
moveable  artilleiy,  whicb  ma;  b«  carried,  u  occasion 
may  reqitire,  to  pointa  unpnnded  with  fixed  batteries ; 
Sd,  Soetmg  batteries ;  and,  4th,  gonboata,  wbieb  ra%j 
oppose  an  uiemj  at  hi*  entrance,  and  oo-operale  wiOi 
the  batteries  fbi  hia  eipubnon. 

On  this  satjoet,  profesaonal  men  were  oonsnKed  as 
br  ss  wa  had  omortam^.  Qencnd  WilUnaon,  and 
the  late  Osneral  OBtes,gavedi*irap«nieiMiin  wiiltng, 
in  favor  of  the  qrslen,  as  will  be  esan  I7  their  lettei* 
now  oomnranicatod.  Hie  higher  olBcaf*  of  die  Naipy 
gave  the  same  opinioiiB,  in  aeparate  confeTeiMas,-as 
thric  presenee  at  Ute  Seat  of  Qovefninent  ofllBred  occa- 
aiona  of  consulting  them,  and -no  diSeteaee  of  jndg- 
a  the  anbject.    Those  of  Commodore 


Barron  and  Captain  nnger,  now  here,  are  raesntlj 
flmiisbed  in  writing,  and  trsjumitted  herevrilh  to-  the 
Legislature. 

TAe  efficacy  of  gnnboat*  for  tbe  deWce  of  harboia, 
and  trf  other  amoodi  and  endosed  walora,  ma;  be  esti- 
mated, in  part,  from  that  of  galle;ji,  -  fometly  vtaA 
used,  bat  less  poweifol,  moK  coatl;  ui  t^eir  eoiMtme- 
tion  and  mainlenance,  and  requiring  more  men.  ^at 
the  gunboat  itself  is  believed  to  be  in  use  with  every 
modem  maritiae  nation  for  the  'purpoaes  of  defence. 
Tn  the  Mediterranean,  an  which  sre  several  unall  Pow- 
era,  whose  system,  like  oun,  i*  peace  and  defotice, 
fow  harbon  are  without  this  aitide  of  protecdoo.  Oar 
>wti  expsrience  there  of  the  e&ct  of  gunboat*  for  har- 


aafe^of  it*  dt;,  ainca  the  epoch  of  their  a 
Before  that,  it  tud  been  repeated^  ineulted  and  injnrod. 
The  efiect  of  guDhoaIa,atjinBent,in  the  nei^tborhoed 
of  Gibraltar,  is  well  known,' and  how  mnch  the;  were 
used,  both  in  the  attack  and  de&Dce  of'tbat  place,  du- 
ring, a  former  war:  Ttie  extensive  resort  to  them  bj 
tbe  two  greatest  naval  Powsn  in  the  world,  on  an  en- 
terprise of  invadon  no^  toiu  lincto  in  rnospect,  ahem 
their  confidence  in  their  emca);;  for  Ibe  purpaaei  for 
which  the;  ai«  suited.  B;  the  Northern  Powers  Mf 
Eniope,  wnoaa  teas  are  patticnlari;  adapted  to  them, 
they  are  still  more  used.  Tbe  remaikable  action  be- 
tween tin  RuMaD  fletiUe  ef  gunboats  and  g^leya,  and 
a  TuiUih  fleet  of  ■bip»»f-tli»4ine  and  bi^tee,  lA.  tbe 
Limansea,  in  OB»tfaeusaad  eeven  hundred  and  eighty- 
eight,  wiU  be  reedity  seeoDeelad.  The  latter,  com- 
manded tnr  tbeii  'meat  celebrated  admiral,  ware  com- 
plete^'donated,'  andseraral  of  their  dup»o(Ae^iiM 
daalnTetli 

From  the  opinions  givMt  as  to  die  nnmber  vt  gna- 
boatsnuia—iy  for  some  of  the  pemcipal  •saporte,  and 
from  a  view  of  all  tha-townsand  iioiti,&on  Otkana  to 
Uaiike  incinmn,  entitled  to  pioteetiim  in  proportimi  to 
their -rftnalion  *did  orcomalaneea,  it  i*  concluded  thai, 
to  give  them  a  dne.measore  of  protectioa  in  tlmea  of 
war,  about,  two  hundred  gunboat*  will  be  m^niaite. 
According  to  the  first  ideaa,  the  Allowing  would  be 
thnr  general  distributioD,  UaUe  to  be  vaiied  on  mora 

that  is  to  say : 

To  the  MiaMsaippi  ai)d  lH  neigUxning  waters,  iatXj 
gniiboat* ; 

To  Savannah  and  Cliailestan,  and  the  haibors  on 
each  nde,  from  St.  Mary's  to  Cunittick,  twenty-frie ; 

To  the  Chesapeake  and  its  waten,  twenty ; 

To  Delaware  bs;  sud  rivsr.  Mean  ; 

To  New  ToA,  tte  Efouod,  and  waleia  as  &t  a*  Oape 
Cod,  fifty; 

To  Bo«ton,«nd  the  hsibera  nortii  of  Ca^  Cod,Bfty. 

Tbe  flolilUs  aasigned  to  thOM  several  staliotia,mi^ 
BKh  be  nnd  V  lfa«  eara  of  a  paiticalar  oomnandaut,  and 
tbe  iiesiils  eompoeing  them,  would,  in  ordinary,  be  die- 
tributed  among  the  barbon  within  the  atatioti,  in  pK- 
portion  to  their  importance. 

Of  these  boats,  a  proper  prbportioD  would  be  of  ttw 
larger  Kze,  such 'as  those  tieietofoie  built,  ca^Ue  of 
navigaling  any  seas,  and  of  reinbrcnig,  aoeaaonaUy, 
the  strength  of  even  the  moM  ibstaut  port,  whan  men- 
aced with  danger.  Hie  readtie  wouM  be  oonflned  to 
their  own  cK  ttia  Mighberiag  harbera,  wooU  be  amsUer, 
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nno  ((ill  to  be  pra*i<led,  -woali  ecat  from  fire  to  six 
tluKutnd  doUua.  Having  rogud  to  die  conTuiicDce 
of  (he  TrekeniT,  u  wall  a>  la  the  raeoorcea  for  build- 
ingi  >■  hu  been  Ihoogbl  that  the  ooe-hilf  of  these  might 
be  built  in  the  prcMot  yew,  and  theothei  half  the  neit 
With  the  Legi^aRue,  however,  it  will  real  to  itpp  where 
we  are,  or  at  »nj  further  point,  when  they  ihall  be  of 
opinion  that  the  number  pronded  shall  be  itlffideut  for 
the  object. 

At  time^  when  Europe,  ea  well  ae  the  United  States, 
(hall  be  al^aoe,  it  would  not  be  proposed  thsl  more 
thm  ail  or  dght  of  these  vessela  ihonld  be  kept  adoat. 
When  Europe  is  in  war,  treble  that  number  might  be 
aeceaiuj,  to  b«  dtsbibuted  among  thoaa  particular  har. 
benwhidi  ftretgn  vesaels  of  war  are  in  the  habit  of 
freqnantiBg,  for  the  pnrpoee  of  preserving  order  there- 
b.  Bat  Iher  would  be  mmnned  in  odBnaiy,  with  only 
tbeii-cag^temaitfbrBBTigation,  nlTingon  theseunen 
■nd  inilili*  «f  the  iwrt  if  called  into  action  on  any  sud- 
den emetgencnr-  It  would  be  only  when  the  United 
Stafeashoold  themselves  be  atwar,tfaatthewhoIs  num- 
ber would  be  brought  into  actual  eerviea,  and  wOntd  be 
Mdy,  in  the  Gnt.  moments  of  die  war,  to  eo-operaU 
with  the  other  means  for  covering  at  once  the  line  of 
our  ■eapoits.  At  sll  times,  those  unamployed  would 
be  withdrawn  into  places  not  eiposed  to  audden  enter- 
prise, hauled  up  under  sheda  bom  the  sun  and  weslhar, 
and  kept  in  preaerviiion  with  lijUe  expense  for  repairs 
or  maiitteiiance. 

It  must  be  superfloous  td  observe,  that  thia  ^dea  of 
naval  armamept  is  proposed  mertij  for  defensive  op- 
eration ;  that  it  can  have  faut  little  eSect  towards  pro- 
tecting our  commerce  in  the  open  seas,  even  on  our 
own  coast ;  and  etill  less  can  it  become  an  eicilement 
to  engage  in  ofiensiTe  matitime  war,  towards  which  it 
would  fluniah  no  means. 

TB.  JEFFERSON. 
FEfeavAxi  10,  1807. 

The  Messaee  wa*  read,  Bod,  with  the  papers, 
ordered  to  lie  for  consideAtioD.    . 

WsonsBBAY,  Ffbmaiy  II. 

Mr.  HrroHiLL,  from  the  joiQi  commiltM^  ap- 
pointed hy  the  two  IJouses  of  CongteM  to  exe- 
cDle  the  ]>roTisiohs  of  the  act  makiag  a  further 
nppropriation  for  the  lunport  of  the  Library, 
pMsed  February  31,  1806,  made  report}  which 
wu  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  cODaidenttion. 

The  bill  .aent  froin  the  House  of  HeptesenU- 
bres,  entitled  "An  «ct  farfbei  sapplementary'io 
ineact, entilled  'An  act  caueemiiig;  thk  District 
ef  Cdambia,"  waaread  theaeeond  time,  and  re- 
.  ietred  to  Mescra  Adam*,  Bradlit,  aitd  Taicr, 
to  cooMder  and  report  theteoo. 

Mr.  Binxq,  of  Maryland,  from  the  eommittee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "Ad  act 
aatfaorizing  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
accept  the  Mrvioe  of  a  Dumber  of  lolanteer  com- 
panies, Dot  exceeding  thirty  thousand  men,"  re- 
ported the  bill  with  an  ameodment;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  coDsideratioD. 

The  bill  anthortzing  the  sate  and  grant  of  s 
certain  quantity  of  public  land  to  the  Cheaapeake 
and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  was  read  the  sec- 
md  time;  Rod  its  further  coosiderattoD  made  the 
order  of  tbe  day  for  Friday  next. 

The  bill  to  regulate  the  annunoniog  oC  naiul 
»th  Cow.  ad  Sbss.— 3 


jurors  was  read  the  second  time,  a*  in  CommitiM 
of  ibe  Whole,  and  the  President  reported  it  to 
the  Hogsewith  an  amendroent,  which  was  agreed 
to.  On  the  questioo,  Shall  the  bill  be  eng rMied 
and  read  the  third  time?  it  was  determined  in 
the  affirmative. 

The  bill  lo  preveDt  setttements  being  made  on 
lauds  ceded  to  the  United  States  natil  author- 
ized by  law.  was  read  the  third  time:  and  on  the 
quescioD,  Shall  this  bill  pass]  it  was  determiDed 
in  the  affirmative— yeas  17,  nnya  15,  ai  foUowa: 
Tsis — Mesars.  Baidwin,  Bradley,  Condit,  Fenner, 
Gaillard,  OiJea,  Howlsud,  Kitdiel,  Maday,  Mille^a, 
Mitchill,  Moore,  Plumer,  Smith  of  M^land,  Bmilh  of 
New  Toil,  Smith  of  Tennessee,  and  Turner. 

Nits — Meesn.  Adams,  Bayard,  Oaj,  Oilman,  HiU. 
hons^  Logan,  Ptcketing,  Reeid,  Smith  of  Ohio,  Smith 
of  Vermont,  Stone,  Tfatuston,  Tracy,  White,  and  Woiv 
thington. 

it  was  Retohed,  That  this  bill  passrand  that 
the  title  thereof  be,  !'Aa  act  to  preyent  seltlemeata 
''  »aB  made  on  lands  ceded  to  the  United  States, 
iiiramhorized  by  law." 

The  following  Message  was  receiTed  from  the 
PaeaiDEHT  of  tub  United  Btates: 
To  Iht  ^aie  and  Houte  of  . 

Btprttmiativf  o^  tht  Untied  Slata  .■ . 
lay  before  Congress  a  statement  of  the  militia 
of  the  United  States,  according  to  the  latest  retorns  re- 
ceived by  the  X^envtment  of  War.    From  two  of  the 


FiaauAKT  U,  1807. 


TH.  JEFFEE80N. 


I  transmit  to  both  fionses  of  Congraa*  the  hwl 
adopted  by  the  govsnmient  and  judges  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  Michigan,  from  tbo  1st  day  of  July,  1806i  ta 
Ae  let  dtfy  of  the  present  year. 

TH.  JEFFEKBON. 

FiaaiTAKT  If,  180T. 


Oa  motion,  by  Mr.  Batabd, 
That  a  committee  be  appointed  la  inquire  into  the 
eIpe<^ency  of  allowing  iDcorporated  banks  and  inio* 
mce  oompauies  to  take  and  sail  ahips  and  vessels  with- 
at  fbtfeitiDg  the  benefit  of  their  registers,  and  that  the 
lid  committee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  other- 

Ordertd,  That  this  motion  lie  for  coosideratioa. 

TauBaDAT,  February  1^ 
Ordertd,  That  tbe  mamoriaj  of  sundry  mer- 
chants  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  presented  ou  the 
39th  of  January  last,  on  tbe  subject  of  drawbacks, 
bereferrpdtoMe8srs.LooAN,BEtADL,EY,Hnd  Adahs, 
with  leave  to  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 
Mr.  LouAN  obseryed.lhat  he  had  for  some  time 
viewed  with  anxiety  tne  continued  depredatioDf 
eommittad  on  the  cosmieiee  ^  tbe  Uuted  Stues 
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by  the  belligerent  Powers  of  Europe,  by  wMoh 
our  mercaalile  capital  had  suffered  a  lom  of  mil~ 
lioDS,  and  our  national  cbaraeter  was  degraded. 
Hs  eonaidered  this  lamentable  situation  of  onr 
commerce  to  arise  from  the  bounty,  in  the  form 
of  drawback,  gi7en  by  GoTenmient  to  eoconrage 
the  carrying  trade,  by  which  our  merchants  were 
led  into  unnecesrary  conflict*  with  foreign  nations. 
He  therefore  unbmitled  the  following  moiioa; 
which  WB*  reed  and  ordered  to  lie  for  cotuider** 


s  appoinUd  'to  oonudar  flu 
onpiietj  of  npaaluv  ■o^mn^  of  an;  act  a*  aUowi  a 
&»wl»ck  of  dntiea  ob  good*,  ware*,  and  ineichaBdiM, 
exported  oat  of  the  United  Btatea,  and  that  nid  oom- 
mMe«baiiMtnietedtaiapMt  bjUll  oTotbMWwe." 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  motion 
made  yesterday  for  the  appointment  of  a  commit- 
tee "  to  inquire  into  the  eipedieocy  of  allowing 
iDCorporaled  baoki  and  inanranoe  oompantea  to 
take  and  wU  ■hips  and  vesaeli  witliout  larfeitinB 
the  benefit  of  their  regialcrs,  and  that  the  said 
oommitiee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  other' 
wise;"  and  the  motion  was  adopted  ;  and  Messrs. 
Batabo,  Bbadlby,  and  Smith  of  Maryland,  ap- 
pointed  (he  committee. 

Mr.  Tbact,  from  the  committee  to  whom  wu 
recommitted  the  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  eitab- 
lUhing  a  Mint,  and  revnlating  the  coins  of  the 
United  Slates,  reported  it  withont  amendment, 
<nd  the  bill  was  considered  and  postponed. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration,  as  in  Com- 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  a 
thoTtaing  the  President  of  the  United  Stales  _ 
accept  the  service  of  a  oamber  of  volwiteet  com- 
paniea,  not  exceeding  30,000  men,"  togethec  with 
the  report  of  the  special  committee  ihereou ;  aod 
the  President  having  reported  the  bill  to  thcHotiae 
without  amendment,  it  was  agreed  that  the  Tur- 
thei  coBsideration  thereof  be  postponed  nntil  to- 
monow. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed,  that  the  considera- 
tion of  the  bill,  CDtiiJed  °'Ad  act  repealing  the  acta 
Uying  daties  on  salt,  and  coniioujng  in  forcr  '— 
ft  rnrtner  time  the  first  section  of  the  act,  eoti 
'An  act. further  to  protect  the  commerce  and 
men  of  the  United  States  against  the  Baibary 
Powers,"  be  the  orderof  the  day  for  Monday  next. 

The  bill  to  regulate  the  summoning  6f  gmti 
jaiors  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Fbihat,  Febmary  13. 

Mr.  AoAua,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  further  sapple- 
meDtary  to  tbe  act.  entitled  'An  act  concerning 
the  District  of  Colombia,"  reported  it  without 
amendment.  On  the  queslioo,  Shall  this  bill  be 
read  a  third  time?  it  was  dctermioed  in  the  af- 
Brmative. 

Od  motion,  it  waa  agreed,  that  the  further  coo- 
■idetBtion  of  the  bill  authorizing  the  sate  and 
mni  of  a  certain  qaaniity  of  public  land  to  tbe 
Chesapeake  and  t)elawate  Canal  Company,  be 
posiDoned  nBiilMcoday  nexL 

Tnt  Sctute  retancd,  aa  in  Committee  of  the 


Whole,  the  aeoond  reading  ot  the  bill,- entitled 
''An  act  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  accept  the  service  of  a  number  of  rolun- 
r  companies,  not  exceeding  30,000  men ;"  and, 
tbe  question,  Shall  this  Dill  be  read  a  third 
timel  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  WoBTBiHOTOit,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An^ct  al- 
lowing an  additional  compensation  to  tbe  judges 
of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  and  extending  th« 
-■-'-.  of  suffrage  therein,"  reported  amendments. 

le  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill,  in  addition  to  the  act  for  eaiBblishing  a  Mint, 

Id  legalatioff  the  coins  of  tha  United  States; 

id  resolved  that  it  pass. 

A  roeasaae  from  the  House  of  Repreaeniativea 
infonaed  the  Senate  that  the  Hoom  have  passed 
the  hill  sent  from  the  Senate  for  concnrrenoe,  en- 
titled "An  act  to  prohibit  tbe  importation  of  slave* 
into  any  port  or  place  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  United  States,_from  end  after  tbe  first  day  of 
Jannary,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1808,"  with 
amendments,  in  which  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  amendments  were  read,  and  referred  to 
Messrs.  Braolev,  Qii^Ea,  and  Baldwin,  to  ooa- 
aider  and  report  thereon. 

HomAT,  Fetoury  16. 
The  VioB  President  being  detained  by  the  ill 
state  of  his  health,  the  Senate  adjonmed  soon 
nfler  meeting- 

TuboBat,  February  17. 
Mr.  Bbadlet,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  17th  December  last,  "  to  inqtiire  what  Air- 
iher  procefcdJDg  is  necessary  to  carry  into  effect 
the  provisions  of  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  author- 
ize the  State  of  Tennessee  to  issue  grants  and 
perfect  titles  to  certain .  lands  therein  described, 
and  to  settle  the  claima  to  tbe  VBdmt  and  nnap- 


Tbe  Pbmibbrt  comminieated  a  latlerfrom 
the  honorable  Mr.  Btohb,  resigning  hit  seat  in 
the  Senate;  which  was  read. 

Hii  Logan  prcseated  the  memorial  of  Cihsey 
John*  and  otbera,  in  behalf  of  tbe  President  and 
Diiectors  of  the  Cfaeaapeaka  and  Delaware  Canal 
Company,  praying  the  aid  of  Congress  in  the 
prosecntton  of  that  undenakiiig,  end  referrine  to 
their  former  memorial  on  this  svbjeetj  andthe 
meinori*!  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  BAT*BD,fTom  the  eommiitee  appoiniod  on 
the  subject,  reported  a  bill  r^nlating  tbe  grant- 
ing of  registers  in  case  of  ahipa  and  vessel*  of  tbe 
United  States  becoming  tbe  property  of  bank  and 
iniuranee  companies ;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  LooAN,  from  the  committee  to  whom  woa 
referred,  on  the  *ih  instant,  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  coniinue  in  force  for  a  further  time  anact, 
entitled  'An  net  to  antpend  tbe  cnomereiBl  inm- 
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coQrM  between  the  IJoitcd  Slaiei  and  certain 
jMris  of  the  island  of  St.  Domiogo,"  reported 
amendmeDts;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  for  coDtideTatioD. 

Mr.  Bbadlet,  from  Ae  cdmmittee  to  whom 
were  ref<rred,OD  ibe  ISth  ituwiit,  the  aiDeod- 
meats  of  theHouiie  of  Repreaeataliresto  the  bill, 
entitled  "  Ad  act  to  prohibit  ihe  impprtatioa  of 
slares  into  t,nj  port  or  place  within  the  juritdic- 
tion  of  the  United  States,  from  and  afler  the  first 
day  of  January,  in  the  ye^r  of  our  Lord  180S," 
made  report :  Whereupon, 

/tefOlved,  That  the  Senate  agKe.  to  all  the 
amendmenta  to  the  said  bill,  except  to  the  prorjeo 
added  at  the  end  of  the  eighth  aection,  to  which 
they  disagree. 

A  mewBKe  from  the  House  of  RepresenlatiTee 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  pasted 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  .to  extend  the  time  for  lo- 
cating Virginia  military  warrant*,  and  for  return- 
ing the  eurveys  ihereon  to  the  ofBce  of  the  See- 
retary  for  the  Department  of  Warj"  a  bill,  en- 
titled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Stephen  Sayre;"  a 
bill,  entitled  "Ad  act  leipectjog  seizuree  made  niv- 
der  the  authority  of  the  United  Stales,  and  for  other 
purposea;"  aiao,  a -JiilL  entitled  "An  act-makieg 
■pproiwiatioDs  tor  flnisbiitg  the  scMth  wing  of  the 
Capitol,  and  for  otlMr  purpoeea;"  in  ^hich  bill* 
iheyreqneettheoonanjmaceof tbeSenate.  They 
hav«  p«M«d  (he  bill  *e»  fVom  the  Senate;  entitled 
"An  act  establitliing  eircnil  edims,  Bad  abridging 
the  JiUriadietiOD  of  the  dialriei  conrta  in  the  dis- 
trieu  Of  KtfttllKky,  Tenneuee,  and  Ohio,"  with 
amendment^  is  v^ieh  they  request  ihe  coacnr- 
lence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Jott  bills  laat  brdnght  Dp  for  concuiteace 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  Uie  second  reading. 

Mr.  OiLBs  presanted  tlic  petition  of  8 i^isoaiftid 
Btriblningj  aeaptsin  in  the  Vtcginia  line  of  the 
late  Contmental  army,  Uaiing  that,  through  the 
nustake  of  the  snrveyor,  ht  is  deprired  of  a  lot  of 
land,  diiposed  of  in  doaatioas  to  the  officers  and 
aoyiers  -  -^   --  ■         ■ 

(Kiitiou 
uderation. 

The  Senate  pmced^  to  considet  the  araead- 
mcitlsof  thaHouaaof  Repreaentatireata  the  hill, 
entitled  '-A,n  ^«l  e^tabUndngoiiVait courts, aad 
abtidgiag  the  jurbdiotion  of  the  diatrict  coorta  in 
the  dutncu  of  Kenttteky,  Tencsaae,  an^  Ofai*  f 
and  they  were  referred  to  UeMia.  Woi 
TOif,  Ct^T,  aod  ToBiin, 
thereoo. 

Tbebill,eDtiilcd  "AnactaathoriziDgthaPreM- 
dent  of  th«  United  States  laaeeept  the  Mrrica  of 
a  number  ot  Tcdunleer  aoakpaDies^  not  exceeding 
30  OOO  men,"  was  read  the  third  time^  and  ptssed. 
Mr.  Ct^T  presented  the  petition  of  Rem  Naw, 
praying  to  be  allowed  the  drawback  on  certain 
goods  exported  from  the  city  of  New  York,  for 
reasons  mentioned  in  the  petition;  which  was 
read,  an^  referred  to  Messrs.  LooaN,  'Bn^btur, 
and  ADAMB,thecoinmitie'e  to  whom  was  referred, 
on  the  13th  iiistant,  the  memorial  of  sundry  mer- 
cbaats  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  on  the  subject 
of  drawbacks,  to  coasider  and  Mpoit  theteon. 


1  considet  and  report 


The  bill,  entitled  "  Au  act  further  supplement 
try  to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  coocerning^ the 
Diatriei  of  Columbia,"  was  read  the  third  tuna, 
ind  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tl^ 
"Whole,  the  secoud'  reading  of  the  bill,  entitled 
'^An  act  repealing  the  acts  laying  duties  ou  salt, 
and  continuiog  in  force,  for  a  further  time,  the 
first  section  of  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  further  to 
protect  the  commerce  aod  seamen  of  the  Utiited 
States  a^iniU  the  Barbar?  Powers,"  togetbi;T 
with  the  report  of  the  special  connnit tee  thereon; 
and,  after  debtite,  adjourned. 

WBantaDATr  Pebraarf  18. 

The  credentials  of  the  honorable  Jonx  ShitQ, 
appointed  a  Senator  of  the  United  States  for  the 
State  of  New  York,  fqr  the  term  of  six  yeara, 
commencing  on  the  4th  day  of  March  next,  wes« 
presented  and  read. 

Ordered,  That  the 

Mv.  AoAjfB,  from  I 
referred,  on  the  6th  instant,  (he  motioii  for  a  joint 
comminee  "to  liiquire- wnetber  the  act  piused 
April  18,  1S06,  has  been  duly  enrolled,"  reported 
the  Qiotion  amended^    ~ 

Ordei^,  That  it  lie  for  consideration. 

The  bill,  entiiled  "  An  act  to  eiieod  the  time 
for  16ca(iD£  Virgitiia  military  warrants  and  for 
returning  the  surreys  thereoo  to  the  office  of  th^ 
Secretary  of  the  Depariroetit  of  War,"  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  refebed  to  Meaer*.  Wobtb- 
lanTOK,  CoKorr.  and  Moore,  th^  committee  ap- 
poiaied  on  the  ISth  Jattoary  last,  "to  inqHireiiito 
tbe  expedieae'y  of  altering  fo  tnuch  of  mn  aat  df 
March  3, 1603,  as  relates  to  the  lands' allowed  fi>r 
tbe  sbpport  of  schools  in  the  Tirgiaia  Mitliarf 
Reaerrwion  in  Ika  State  of  OUoy"  to  Miirfdet 
and  report  thereoo. 

OnbrtO,  That  Ihe  petlcioB  of  BigiAtiBad  Strib- 
Mag,  presented  yesterday, %e  referred  toibaMMe 
ftommiitee. 

THe  bill,  entitled  "An  aot  making' approprlk- 
tiou  for  InisbiDg  the  somh  irii^  of  ih,e  Capitol^ 
and  forothw  purpaaes,"was  read  the  second  time, 
and  referred  to  Messrs.  Batabd,'  Bbadlbt,  an* 
MrLLBiNj^  t»eoniider  and  report  tbereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "Ah  act  raapeeting  safiiirei 
made  under  the  enthoriiy  of  t^  .United  States, 


ShiTH,  of  Maryland,   io   cosaidtr   ttid  repar* 

thereon. 

:    The  bill,  entitled  "An  aet  ibr  the  relief  of  S(e- 

Sihen  dayre,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  t»- 
srred  to  Messrs.  Balswib,  6cMTEB,Ktid  Tbmt, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon. 


a  joint  resolntian  to  publtsb  tbe  report  aod  chart 
of  the  surrey  of  the  coast  of  NorlJ)  Carolina,  in 
which  they  aak  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate, 
They  insist  on  their  amendment,  disagreed  to  by 
the  Benaie.'to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  pro- 
hibit the  impOrtatiOA  of  slaves  into  any  port  or 
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slace  vithin  the  jumdictioD  of  the  United  Sistea 
Tiom  and  afier  the  lat  day  of  Januirjr,  in  the  71 
of  our  Lord  l§08j"  ask  a  confefencB  ihereon,  aad 
.have  appointed  managers  on  Iheii  part. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  t4ie  second  reading  of  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  lepealine  the  acta  laying  duties  on  ~~^' 
and  continuing  in  force,  for  a  further  time,  the 
Mction  of  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  further  to 
lect  the  commerce  and  seamen  »{  the  Ue 
States  against  the  Baibary  Powers,'"^  together 
vith  the  report  of  the  special  committee  thereon; 
and,  after  debaie,  the  further  c on s^ide ration  of  this 
bill  was  postponed. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  coDsider  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  Honte  of  Aepresentatires,  insisting  on 
their  ninth  amendment  to  the  bill,  ei^titled  'TAn 
tct  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  Blavei  into  ao^ 
port  or  place  nilbip  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales,  from  and  after  ihefirat  day  of  January, 
in  ihe  year  of  our  Lord  1808,"  and  requesting  a 
CQnferesce  on  'the  subjeet-matler  of  the  said 
amendDient:  Whereupon,- 

Sesolved,  That  the  Senate  do  agree  to  th4  con- 
ierence  requested,  and  that  Messrs.  Bbadlbt, 
OiLEB,  and  Gaillard,  be  the  managers  at  the 
same  on  their  part. 

The  joint  resolutipn  to  pubh'sh  the  renorl  and 
jchartoi  the  survey  of  the  coast  of  North  Caroliiia, 
sent  from  the  House  of  Representaliree,  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  the  second  leading. 


Trcbsday,  February  19. 

The  joint  rresoluiioBiaent  from  the  House  of 
BepreEentBtives,  to  pablish  the  report  and  otiarc 
oftliesorreyofthe  coast  of  North  Carolina,  was 
read  the  second  tithe,  and  referred  to  Mesara. 
Bradlbt,  Bdhteb,  and  Oilbb,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

-  MX.  WoBTBWSTcm,- from  the  commitlea  to 
whom  IM1  referred  die  bill,  ea titled  "An  act  to 
extend  the  time  of  locating  Virginia  military 
wuranta,  and  for  relnmisg  ina  auTTeyi. thereon  to 
tke  offioe  of  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of 
War,"  ret>orted  amendments;  which. were  read, 
•id  ordered  to  lie  for  eonMderation. 

The  Senate  resumed,  ai  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  tba  second  reading  of  the  hill,  entitled 
"Ad  act  repealing  the  aclalaying  duties  on  salt, 
aad  continuing  itL  force  for  a  further  time  the  Srsi 
MBtion  of  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  fbrther  to  pro- 
tact  the  commerce  and  aeamen  of  the  Uaitad 
States  against  the  Barbary  Powers,"  tcgather 
with  the  report  of  the  special  oommittee  thereon ; 
wbieb  amendment  is  aa  follows: 

*  Seetian  1,  fine  X,  strike  ont,  after  the  word  <  ««- 
■ambled,'  the  renuiiider  af  the  first  section,  and  the 
lAoIeoftbsMcondwetion,  end  to  the  word 'that,'  in 
fta  third  section  and  flnrt  line." 

And,  on  the  guestiou  to  agree  to  the  said  report, 
it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative— yeas  17, 
uya  16,  as  follows ; 

Tbas— Mean.  Adams,  Bavud,  Bradley,  Clay,  Con- 
dil,0il«a,  Gihnaa,  Mitchill,  Pickering,  Flumer,  Snuth 


of  New  York,  Bmith  of  Ohio,  Smith  af  Tettneue^ 
Smith  of  Vermont,  Thrusloc,  Tracy,  and  Whits. 

Nats— Meim^  Bsl^win,  Penner.  Oaillud,  Hill- 
house,  Howlind,  Kitchel,  Login,  Maclsy,  Milledge, 
Moore,  fCeed,  Smith  of  Mainland,  Sumtei,  Tmner,  sod 
Worttdngton. 


And  the  PaBeiDEKT  reported  to  the  House  that 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  had  agreed  to  sun- 
dry amendments ;   and,  on  motion,  the  further 


if  the  Whole  had  agreed  to  si 

aty  umenumeui* ;    and,   on  motion,  thi 
consideration  of  the  bill  whs  postponed; 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  second  reading  of  fhe  bitl  anthorizing 
thesaleand'grflDtof  a  certaio  quantity  of  public 
land  to  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal 
Company,  and  an  amendment  was  submitted; 
and  thefurcher  consideration  of  the  bill  postponed. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  th« 
Pbesident  of  TaB  Uniteo  States  : 
To  tht  Senale  and  Htnue  of 

Rtpraentativu  of  tie  Vnited  Slala: 

I  trennnit  to  Can^esa  a  letter  from  out  Ministera 
Plenipqtentiary  at  London,  informing  ub  that  Uley 
baTs  agreed,  with  the  British  Commisslonersj  to  con- 
clude a  treaty  an  all  die  points  which  had  formed  th« 
ot))eat  of  their  negotiation,  and  on  tenna  which  they 
trusted  we  would. approve. 

Also,  a  letter  from  pnr  Minister  Plenipotentiary  at 
Paris,  oovenng  one  to  him  Irom  the  Minister  of  Marine 
of  that  Oovemment,  BuDriDg  him  that  the  Imperial  de- 
cree lately  pasted  was  noli  to  afiect  oui  oommeive, 
whii^  would,  still  tM  governed  by  the  rates  ofAhe  Deatj 
establishad  b^tveen  Iho  two  couatriok 

Also,  B  letter  from  Cowlea  Mead,  Secretary  of  the 
Miwissippi  Territoij,  acting  as  GoTemqr,  informing  us 
that  Aaron  Burr  had  sunsndered  himself  to  the  civil 
authority  of  that  Tcnitoiy. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 

FiBBUABT  19, 1807. 

The  Messag«  and  documents  referred  to  were 
read,  and  5Q0  copies  thereof  ordered  to  be  printed 
fi^r  tke  useof  the  Senate. 

Tl^e  Senate  reanmed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whde,  the  cDDsidarmtioQ  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  eontinne  in  force  for  a  iurther  time  an  ac^ 
entitled  'Anact  toonapend  Ihe  commercial  inter- 
course between  the  United  Stales  and  certain 
parts  of  thelalandof  St.  Domingo,"  H^ethef  with 
the  amendments  reported  by  the  apecial  commit* 
tee  ;  and  the  PtGaiden  having  reported  the  bill 
amended,  on  motion,  the  further  ooasideratioB 
thereof  was  poelponedL 

Mr.  WoRTHiNOTOK,  from  the  committee  to 
Whom  waar^eixed  the  amendments  of  the  Housd 
of  Representatives  to  the'  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
establisluDg  ciruuic  ooartt,  and  abridging  the  ju- 
risdiction m  the  district  courts  of  Eeotncay.  Ten- 
oeeseej  and  Ohio,"  retorted  that  the  Senate'^ree 
thereto, 

TENNESSEE  LAND& 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  committee,  appointed  on  the  17(h 
of  December  last,  "to  inquire  what  further  pro- 
ceeding is  necessary  to  carry  into  effect  the  pro- 
visions of  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  authorize  the 
State  of  Tennessee  to  issue  grants  and  perfect 
titles  to  certain  lands  therein  described,  aad  to 
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settle  the  ctaims  to  (he  vacaot  eod  unappropriated 
lauds  within  the  same;"  which  report  is  a>  fol- 

"  That,  in  tba  abseilee  of  the  honontile  JaMph  An- 
ienOn,  oim  of  the  Bmalon  frotn  the  State  of  TenaBnee, 
<rtu>  luu  net  atlMided  C^groH  dtuins  the  prsMtat 

of  lb»  etat«  of  TeiDMNae,  Mititled  'Ab  ad  to  appoitit 
■gent*  to  aMUa  the  dbprnts  nUting  be«ireeDthia  atfte 
•ii_d  tlia  United  Stalaa,  leiUiTa  i»  the  naant  and  im- 
approprialed.  lands  wiAiin  thia  Stale,  and  to  proctire 
the  rdinqnialmimt  of  tlte  elaiin  of  the  United  States  to 
die  ram^ '  paMod  Koveubei  14,  ieoi,.and  And  that  in 
end  bj  said  act  the  State  of.Tenneswethd  anthoiiie 
AatT  Senaton  and  Heptssentattvea,  or  thni  sneceaaon, 
•T  ■  DMjori^  of  them;  to  proenre  Irom  tlM  United 
States  a  reliaqniihnient  of  tluii  claim*  to  the  landa  in 
tta  State  of  Tenneaaee,  in  auch  manner,  and  npon 
ncfa  lenne,  as  to  the  said  agents  migbt  seam  ptopei  g 
and  bein^  foil}  aatisfied  that  the  poWera  Teated  in  the 
Senator  and  KepreientatiteB  &iHn  the-Stete  of  Tap-' 
neaaee,  aigners  of  the  heieinBAer  recited  inatrument, 
are  ample  and  sufficient  to  can;  into  eflect,  on  the 
part  of  the  State  of  Tenneasee,  ihe  provisiona  of  ths 
afbreaaid  acts  of  Congrea*.  tlie  committee  have  re- 
ceived ftom  them  the  toUowing  inatrnjnejit,  signed  and 
sealed  bj  them,  reapectiTeij,  to  wit : 

'  As  it  Tememberid,  That  ne,  the  andenigqed,  Sen- 
ator and  ReprenatatiTes  in  the  Congrssa  of  the  United 
Statas,  ftom  the  State  of  Tenneaaee,  do  heretfy  make' 
known,  that,  io  pursuance  of  the  power  in  acvested, 
br  an  Mt  of  the  Oanent  Aawmblj  a  the  State  of 
Tennessee,  entitled  'An act  ta appoint  egenta  toaettle 
the  diapate  between  thia  Stale  and  the  United  SMm, 
lelatiie  to  the  Tscant  and  unappTopriatsd  landa  within 
this  State,  and  to  procnie  ihe  relinquishment  of  the 
claim  of  the  United  Statea  to  the  aame,'  and  bj  a  reso< 
lotion  of  tha.  Senate  and  House  of  n^presentatives  of 
the  State  of  Tennewee,  pasa«l  in  the  year  IMS,  aa 
inatniclion*  therein ;  We  do,  in  consideration  lA  the 
prariaona  olade  in  the  act .  of  CpDgnaa,,  Mtitlad  'Ah 
aet  to  anthoriw  the  State  of  Teniiaaaee  to  iasne  grant* 
and  perfect  titlaa  Id  cMtain  lanib  thereia  described,  and 
lo  eettk  dieclahna  to  the  Taeant  and  nnappieprialad 
laaib'within  the  aame,'  fn  awl  in  behalf  <4  the  State 
of  Tetutenee,  acree.,and  dacbre,  that  all  right,  title,  and 
claim,  which  the  Slate  of  Tanneasee  hath  to  the  lands 
lying  west  aad.iMith  of  the  following  line,  ta  wit :  be- 
ginning at  tha  piece  where  the  eaatem  or  main  branch 
of  Elk  liTai  dull  intmaeet  the  asnthem  bonndaiy  line 
of  the  State  of  Tenneaaee  »  from  tbeaee,  nnning  due 
north,  ontil  said  line  shall  intariecl  the  northern  or 
main  branch  of  Duck  mer ;  thence,  down  the'  walars. 
of  Dnck  liTei,  to  the  militai7  boundary  line,  aa  eitab- 
lished  by  the  serendi  section  of  the  act  irf  North  Caro- 
fine,  entitted  'An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  officen  and 
eoldiers  of  the  Conttnentalline,  andfarotheipnrposea,' 
passed  in  the  year  one  llioiuand  seven  Imndrdd  and 
ei^tty-tluea ;  thence,  with  the  aatlitaiT  boundary  Ihte, 
w«M,  to  the  phlce  whew  it  inlArseots  the  TetUMMM 


of  (he  Slate  of 

ae  1  and  the  lands  aJbreaaidf  lying,  aouth 
and  west  of  the  line  aforesaid,  within  the  limit*  of  the 
State  of  Tenneaaee,  abatt  be  and  lemain  at  the  sole 
and  entire  diapodtioti  of  the  United  Stalei,  and.ihall 
be  exempted  &om  every  diipoaition  or  tax,  made  by  . 
«ider,  M  under  the  anthnity,  of  the  State  of  Tennevr 


'  fn  taatimo^  wheieof,  we  hare  barenato  aigned  otR 
naQiea,  and  affixed  oar  aeabk 

'  Done  at  the  Ci^  of 'Washington,  this  twenty-lhli4 
day  oi  January,  in  the  ykar  of  onr  Lotd  one  Ihooaand 
eight  hundred  and  teieo.. 

«£ANI£L  SMITH, 
'  WM;  DICKSON, 
•O.  W.  CAMPBELL, 
■     J  'JOHN  RHEA. 

'In  presence  of 

'  SiKoai  A.  Otib, 
•Secretary  of  the  Smaie  of  the  Vnitrd  State*. 

•loKW    BlCKtSt, 

•ClvkoftheHiMtoflUprmnltitiueK/the  V.B." 

'    "  'Wheienpon,  ' 

«  AaoAiR^  That  tiie  Senate  do  tpprove  of  the  afhre- 
aaid  instrument,  and  order  the  aame  to  be  entered  at 
large  on  UteJounat;  and  the  SecMtary  ti  hereby  di- 
rected to  cause  the  original  instroasent  to  be  dqwiitad 
in  die  office  of  the  Seontny  of  State." 

And  the  report  ms  agreed  (o. 

F8i»4-Y,J'el>niary30. 

Hr.  MiTOHiLL,  from  the  commillee  to'  whom 
wu  Kfertcd,  on  the  ISih  instant,  the  biUfrom  the 
Hanae  -of  Repreanacattvea.  entitled  "An  act  re- 
speetiog  seixitrea  jnade  nader  the  Rothoritf  of  the 
ubtted  3tatai,|indfbr-othaT  pntaoaat,"  leporlei 
the  Mil  withotit  •mradmeat.  On  tha  quaaticin,  < 
Shall  tbii  bill  be  nmi  *  third  time  1  it  wu  detaN 
mined  is  the  affirmatiTe. 

The  acnalfl  proeeedad  to  conndat  Aq  leport  of 
the  commitiev  ut  whom  weie  r«fcmd  the  ftmend- 
manta  oT  th*  Hoqee  of-  RepreaanUlirei  to  the  UU, 
entitled  "An  aet  cstabltahing  eiteait-conita,  and 
abridging  the  JDrlsdietion  otthediitriet.coaTUia 
thediatricuofKeDiaekr,  Tanneasee,  »d  Ohio." 
Wheieapon,  the  Seoate  ctmeBned  in  the  laid 


lui.  Batard,  from  the'CfmnUtee  to  whom  w^ 
referred  the  bill  enihled  "  An  aet  maUiW  appr»-. 
priationa  fat  Snisbinf  the  south  wiog  of  the  C^* 


which  were  read  ftnd  ordered  to  lie  for  ooaaident-  . 

m.  "'  -     . 

The  Senate  resomed,  ai  In  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  aecoBd  reading  of  the  bill  from  tba 
'House  of  RepresaaUiirea,  entitled  "Aawtl  Id 
coDtJBM  in  forae  foT«  further  lime  an  a«|,  aalttled 
An  act-to  Suapend  (he  eommeicial  ioteiwuna  bft'. 
.ween  the  Umied  Suiea  and  eertain  outa  of  tb«. 
Island  of  St.  Domingo,"  }og«diar  with  the  report 
of  the  special  eommritee  thereoni  and  the  Preai'; 
dnl  baring  repbrted  the  bill  to  the  HauaeMiond- 
ed,  on  the  question,  " Shall  this  bUJ  be  read  athir* 
time  w  amoided  r  it  va^  dtBMrtnised  in  the  affiiM- 
aKra. 

The  Seaale  renmed,  U  to  C!ommitle«  ofih* 
Whole,  Ae  repwt  of  the  weoial  aoBmittee  on  tha 
billeeot  ftom  the  Honae  o(  Represeatacirea,  enli-> 
tkd  "  An  act  to  axteod  the  time  for  lo«aUng  Vir- 
ginia mill  tarjr  warnntt,  and  for  returning  the  »wi-: 
Teys  tfaereoB  to  tha'  oOetf  of  the  Secreiarr  for  Aa 
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Dflparlment  of  W&ri"  "id  tbe  PreiidcDt  reported 
Um  bill  to  the  Hnue  amendad  BCCOfdiDglr  J  on 
tbe  quescion.  Shall  ibis  bill  be  read  a  tbiid  time 
ac«ibei)dedT"itwB»deteTmiDed  iDiheaffirmiuive. 

The  Senate  tesunied  ths  secand  reading  of  ^be 
UII  tent  frttta  the  House  of  Representa tires,  enti- 
tled "  At^  aet  repealing  the  acta  laying  duties  oa 
■alt.  and  coDtiDuiog  id  force  for  a  further  time  the 
.  first  se'ct ion  of  the  act,  entitled  '  Anact  fnrtber  to 
proteel  (he  comtnerca  aiid  seamen  of  the  United 
Stai^  a^iost  the  Barbary  Power?,"  as  yesterday 
reported  to  have  been  amended  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole ;  and  on  motion,  to  aeree  to  the  amend- 
ments adopted  yealeitjay  f^  (be  QomSiittee  of  the 
Whole,  as  follows: 

".Sw.  1,  line  3,  ■trihe  (wt^fter  the  word '  uumbled,' 
die  remaindflr  of  the  fiiit  section,  snd  the  nhole  of  the 
■acond  *eo(iop,  and  tba  rriiTd '  that,' in  the  third  wotipn 
^d  first  line  i'*  ^ 

It  was  determined  in  the  aSnuativ^-yeaa  15, 
iMiyali.  as  follows  t 

Y«AS— Messia,  Ad>ui%  B»aid.BrBdl<7,  Clay,  Cou- 
dit,  Gilea,  Oilman,  MitchiU,  Pii^Mring.  Pluater,  Smith 
of  New  York,  Smith  of  Ohio,  emilh  of  TennesMe, 
Bniili  of  Tensont,  and  'While. 

Nats — MesR>.BaIdwin,reiuier,OBillu:d,HillhonM, 
Bowbad,  Kit^Bl,  Lofau,  Maday,  MUUdge,  Moore, 
Batd,  Bijiintar,  TAntar,  and  yptthinytwi. 
-  And  it  mis  agreed  to  ^nend  the  firalsee^n,  hy 
iBMrtli^,  afllar  the  ynti  "assembled,"  "Tbat, 
ttMa  Bfld  aftar  the  Qrvt  4ay  of  July  next,  the  »,ef; 
(■tilled '  Aa  act Jayirif  an  additioiial  duty  on  sah 
imported  into  the  United  Statea,  and  fbr  Mher  buf 
jMstss.'  paued  the  8th  day  of  July.  tT97,  tbalt  bfc 
and  tno  same  herefay  is,  repealed ;"  also,  to  amend 
the  third  aeotioiL  by  expungiDg  the  words,  "end 
of  the  next  Muion  of  .OmgrtM,"  and  iosertiDg 
""SUi  day  of  Deoember  neit." 

On  uotioa,  by  Mr.  Kitobbl,  to  add  a  new  aoe- 
tioft,  as  fbUows ! 

.  ••  Sso.  —  And  it  itjiirthtr  tnaeled.  That,  fhnn  and 
•Ser  tha  fint  dsy  of  Jsnnarr  neu,  eo  mneh  of  any  act 
alleys  a  du^  on  iiBpoTted  aalt,  and  dlmn  a  boan^  on 
npaifi  idled  .pnniaKu  and-ric^ed  fish,  tai  lira  of 
(hiwbaek  of  the  dwiet  OR  the  sah  emplDjed  in  caring 
ttwMme,  BudaoiMMhof  any  act  aa  mslue  ailawanoa 
to  Am  owners  and  <se^  of  fishing  veMcb,  in  lieu  of 
inm)M£k.  of  the  dntice  psid  on  the  salt  used  b;  Ibe 
■une,'  i)ull  b«,  and  t^e  samB  hereby  is,  repealed :" 

It  was  detemined  in  tlie  negativ^^yeu  13, 
nttys  14,  i«  fallows : 


Kilehet j  L««aB,  Maday,  MiUe^e,  Moore,  Seed,  fimith 
ef  Vermout,  Timar  and  Wonhinrton. 

:  Ht»— Mevti.  Adaas,  Biyaid,  QI17,  Giles,  Giimin, 
HilttwiMB,  Hileh^  Kckaring,  Plumw,  Smith  of  New 
TtsA:,  enith  of  Obis,  SeiUb  of  Tennouee,  Banter,  and 
WUM.    ...... 

'And,  on  Aa  queaikM,  Shail  this  bill  b«  read  a 
third  time  as  amended  1  it  was  determined  in  the 
■ffirmatiTe— ycaa  16^  nmjt  1ft,  u  follows : 

YM«-^f  eMM.  Bradlsr,  Clay,  CoDdit,  Fea>Br,OilH, 
Sovlua,  ncM  l^>««n,  Mwday,  MiUedie,  MitoUU, 
Moote,  Reed,  Smith  of  Tsnaeesaa,  ftnilh  of  Vtrmou^ 
and  Wordtingtofi. 

'  Sxf  I  Messrs    Adunh  BattlriB,  B^yaidi  CUiUard, 


Giimao,  HiUboaae,  Pickering,  Plnmu,  Smith  of  New 
York,  Smith  of  Ohio,  Sumter,  Turner,  and  White. 

Mr.  Ci^v  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
coqsidemtion : 

Raohed,  by  ihe  Smale  and  Ibute  0/  Bepre»»t»- 
tuta  of  the  Vttittd  StaUiof  Aeuriea  in  Canmm 
tmembUd,  lti>ii4kird»nfbeti^Botu»toHeurTing,  That 
the  Iblloiniig  utMe  bft  prewMed  te  the  Legidaturee  of 
lira  leTeTsl  Slatsa,  nluch,  nhen'n^ed  l^  thcee-lburtha 
thenof.shall  be  laiid,  hi  perl  of  the  Constitadoa  ef  tbe 
said  United  SUtee: 

■•  Art.  £UL  The  judioial  pown  of  the  United  StaMi 
■hall  not  be  eansbned  to  extend  to  conlrottmiee  be* 
s  citixHH  of  diflkrent  Statei',  betweta  ei|i*«naef 
inw  Stale  clsiming  land*  under  grania  of  diAnot 
Statea  I  nor  between  a  State  or  the  eitiaenatheiMrf.BnA 
fteaifn  Slalae,  cililens,  01  subjects."  > 

The  second  reading  o(  the  biH  regulatiag  tha 
granting  of  roisters,  in  Case  of  ships  or  resseU  of 
Sie  United  Btates  becoming  the  property  of  bank 
aiid  insurance  companies,  was  resumed ;  and  on 
tbeqaestfon,  Shall  inis  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  ijmel  it  was  determined  m  the  sffirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole;  the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, entitled  "Anact  altowine  an  additional 
eompeosation  to  the  judges  of  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory, and  extending  the  right  of  suffrage  tbere^ 
ia,"  logefhqr  wilh  the  report  of  the  special  comr 
mittee;  and,  ^ftei  debate,  adjourned. 

MoADAT,  February  33. 
A  measaze  fr^nn  the  Hoose  of  Reprasenlalives 
informed  the  Senate  that  tbe  Home  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  supplementary  to  the  act, 
entitled  "  Ao  aiM  leguUting  the  grants  of  land  afH 
proptiated  for  the  refase«s  from  tbe  Britisk  prov- 
ince* of  Canada  and  Nova  Bcotia ;"  a  bill,  etiia< 
tied  "  An  act  for  tbe  relief  of  Daniel  &  DexUti'' 
alia  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  retpeetins  daimsto 
land  in.tha  Territories  of  Orleans  and  Canisiaaa  f 
In  which  failh  ibey  ask  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate.  They  hare  passed  the  bill  sent  from  tha 
Senate,  entitled  "  An  act  to  ptlnish  fntuds  commit" 
tedon  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,"  with  amend- 
meots;  ita  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of 

Tbe  three  bills  last  brought  up  for  concurrence 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  the  second  readine. 

Mr.  Clat'  ptesenled  the  memorial  of  Henry 
Caiy  Gist,  and  otbets,  stating  that  they  have  di»- 
covefed  a. valuable  lead  mine  on  land  belotigin^ 
to  the  United  States,  in  tbe  Territory  of  Indiaiui 
borderipgoD  tbe  river  Ohio;  and  piayiiig  the  ex-: 
elusive  tigbrt  of  opening  and  occupying  ihecaid 
mine  Ax  a  limited  lima,  on  tcsma  tlut  may  be  ad- 
vanlageous  le  Ae  Gorsmment,  and,  in  -ooinidafa-- 
ttnn  of  their  discoTery,  beneflciat  to  thnnselve*  f 
and  the  meaaotfial  was  read,  and  referred  ttfUeaira* 
Glat,  BaaDLBT,  and  Loa*N,  to  oomider  and  le- 
port  thereon. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Hoilae  Of  Representative^  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  to  punish  iraads  commilied  on  the 
Bank  oTtite  .Voitea  States;"  and  agreed  thereto. 
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The  bill  from  tbe  Hoiue  of  Represeata tires, 
entitled  "An  act  respeeiing  claimi  lo  land  in  the 
Territories  of  Orleans  and  LoaiiiaDa,"  was,  by 
aiiatiimaus -conieDi,  read  the  Mcood  time,  aiHl 
referred  to  Mesm.  Wobthinoton,  Gilib,,  and 
MiTOBtLi^  to  coa«idei  ftod  report  thereon. 

Mr.  MiTCHiLi.  preteoted  tbe  memorial  of  Jatnei 
CreightoDj  tuiiog  that  bia  son,  James  Crelghlon, 
janior,  shipped  certain  articles  of  mercbaodiie, 
entitled  to  drawback,  on  board  the  brigantine 
called  ihe  P'enelope,  bound  from  the  port  of  New 
York  lo  the  Harana,  in  the  monlb  of  October 
lasti  and  prayitw  lo  be  allowed  the  drawback. 
BOlwiibstanding  uie  casual  omission  of  the  legal 
formalities  requisite  to  entitle  him  thereto;  and 
the  memorial  was  read  aad  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  Senate  resumed,  u  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  second  reading  of  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  altowiog  an.  additional  compensation  to 
tiie  Judges  of  toe  Misiisippi  Territoir,  and  ei- 
tendiiig  tbe  ri^ht  of  sufiiaga  therein:''  and  the 
President  having  reported  the  bill  to  the  Boose 
amended,  on  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  read 
the  third  time  as  amended  7  it  was'  determined  in 
the  affirmative. 

Tbe  bill  fiom  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes, 
entitled  "^Ao  act  ia  continue  in  force,  for  a  further 
time^  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  suspend  the  com- 
meicial  interaoutse  between  'tbe  United  States 
and  carcaia  parts  of  the  island  of  Sl  Doiningo," 
was  read  the  third  time  as  anaeoded,  ^nd  |ia*ted. 

The  bill  regulating  the  grantigg  of  rwsters,  in 
case  of  ships  or  Tessels  of  the  Uuiled  otatea  be- 
coming the  properlf  of  bank  and  insurance  com- 
panies, was  read,  the  third  lime  and  passed. 

Tbe  bill  from  the  House  of  RepreoentatiTea, 
entitled  "An  act  to  extend  the  time  for  locating 
Virginia  military  warrants,  and  for  returning  thJe- 
anrreys  tbereoa  to  the  office  of  the  Seccetary  of 
the  Department  of  War,"  was  read  the  third  time 
as  amended,  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  th^  Honse  of  Representatives, 
entitled  "An  act  respecting  seizures  made  under 
the  authority  of  the  United  Slates,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  was  read  the  third  lio^  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  In  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  second  reading  of  the  bill  authorizing 
the  sale  and  grant  of  a  certain  quantity  of  public 
land  to  the  Chesapeake- and  Delaware'  Canal 
Cocnpanyi  and  the  FRBSisstiT  reported  the  bill  to 
the  Senate  without  amendment. 

On  motion,. b]*  Mr.  Shith.  of  Maryland,  to 
adopt  a  new  section,  to  be  maoc  the  5th  section, 
it  was  delemuDed  in  the  negative. 

On  nolioD,  by  Mr.  Adams,  to  postpone  tbe  bill, 
fer  the  parpoae  of  cooaidering  tbe  following  leao- 
Intioo; 

Raoktd,  "nut  die  Secntaiy  of  the  Tnaittrr  be  di- 
teosdiapi^Nn^sndrepcetlodw  Seaate  a;t  their  next 
wwsa,  a  flMa  tetheajylieatienef  snchiasaiwaaaie 
rr— til  also  ually  within  the  pows  of  OMignsa,  lo  the 
DorMMs  i»f  opcaing  loadst  mi  learoriiig  obatraetkuis 
I,  iMd  nuking  canals;  ti^ather  with  ■ 


improvement,  may  reqoire  and  diaerve  the  aid  of  Qd*. 


It  pasaed  in  tbe  negative,  and  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  was  postponed  until  to-moi^ 


ToienAT,  Febnury  24. 
Mr.  Cradles,  from  the  committee  to  whonr 
was  referred,  on  the  19th  instant,  the  joint  resolu- 
tioQ  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  to 
publish  the  report  aad  chart  of  the  survey  of  the 
coast  of  North  Carolina,  raportol  it  with  amend- 

Tbe  President  laid  before  the  Senate  sundry 
resolutions  of  the  Let^ialatiTe  Council  and  House 
of  RepreseotatiTes  of  the  Mississippi  Territory, 
stating  "That  tbey  are  attached  in  the  highest 
'  d^ree  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
'  and  have'  tbe  utmost  confidence  in  tbe  wisdom 
'and  virtue  of  tbe  Chief  Magistrate i  and  that 
'  every  project  of  the  ambitious  and  enterprising 
'  to  dissever  the  Union,  and  to  usurp  the  preroga- 
'  tive  of  GoTernmeot,  will  always  excite  theii 
f  hsnest  indignation ;"  and  exhibiting  to  Congresa 
the  measures,  in  their  opinion,  ;he  ipost  conducira 
to  the  defence  of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  SUlea; 
and  the  resolutions  were  read. 

Mr.  SoiiTBa,  from  the  committee  to  whom  waa 
refened  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  tot  the  relief  of 
Stephen  Sayre,"  reported  it  without  amendment, 

Mr.  LooAN,  from  the  committee  lo  whom  waa 
referred,  on  the  17th  instant,  the  petition  of  Reni 
Naw,  reported  that  the  prayer  of  the  petition 
ought  not  to  be  granted. 

Mr-  LooAN,  also,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
w^s  referred,  on  the  12tb  Februarv,  the  memorial 
of  siindry  meicbaDis  of  Philadelphia,  praying  tbe 
beneEt  of  drawback  on  certain  articles  eiported, 
for  reasons  mentioned  ia  their  pelititm,  reported 
that  the  said  memorial  be  referred  to  tbe  Secreta* 
ry  of  the  Treasury,  to  examine  the  merits  of  the 
individual  claims  of  tbe  petitioners  j  and  that  ha 
report  tbe  same  to  the  Senate  at  their  next  session. 

Mr.  SgiiTH,  of  Vermont,  presented  the  petitioa 
of  tbe  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Washington, 
signed  James  Hoban,  chairman,  praying  an  alter- 
ation in  ''The  act  to  ioeorporaie  the  inhabitants 
of  the  city  of  Washington,  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia," passed  3d  May,  1802,  so  as  that  each 
ward  may  bare  the  privUege  of  electing  its  own 
representatives;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and 
refeired  to  Messrs.  Suith,  of  Vermont,  Adams, 
and  Reeu,  io  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  WoBTBiNSTOM,  from  tbe  committee  to 
whom  the  subject  was  referred,  on  the  5th  in- 
stant^ asked  and  obtained  leave  to  report  a  bill 
ihaking  a  further  appropriation  towards  defraying 
tbe  expense  of  a  road  from  Cumberland,  in  the 
State  of  Maiyland,  lo  tbe  State  of  Ohio;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  WoaTBiitQTon,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  16tb  January  last,  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  altering  so  mtich  of  an  act  of 
March  3d,  1803,  as  relates  to  the  lands  allowed 
for  the  support  of  schools  in  the  Vi^inia  mitiMiy 
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30,  reported  that  a  bill  had  passed  em- 
bnciag  this  subject.     Whereupon, 

Ordered,  Thai  this  committee  be  discharged 
;froin  the  further  consideratioD  thereof. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep  resell  tat  ires] 
entitled  "An  act  sijpiileinentary  to  the  act,  entitled 
'An  act  reKulating  tQe  grants  of  land  appropriated 
for  the  leTugees  from  the  British  province  of 
<}aDBdB  and  Nova  Scotia,"  was  read  the  second 
time  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Tbacy,  Bradley, 
tind  AciuB,  Id  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  from  the  Hoase  of  Representatives, 
entitled  "  An  aelTor  the  relief  of  Daniel  S.  Dex- 
ter," was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  tc 
Messrs.  MiTCHiLL,  Tdbher,  and  Bbadlet,  to  con- 
■  aider  and  report  thereon. 

The  biil  fron  thaHouse  of  Representatives,  en- 
titled "An  act  for  repealing  the  aqts  laying  duties 
-on  salt,  and'  continuing  in  ^rce^  for  a  further  time, 
the  first  section  of  the  act,  entitled  '  An  act  further 
to  protect  the  oommerce  and  seamen  of  the  tJni- 
ted  Stales  against  the  Barbary  Powers,!*,  was  read 
the  third  time;  and  on  motion,  its  further  coii- 
aideiation  postponed  until  12  o'clock  lo-morrow. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives^  en- 
titled "  An  act  allowing  an  additional  compensa- 
tion to  the  judges  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  and 
extending  the  right  of  sulTTage  therein,"  waa  re^d 
the  third  time  as  amended. 

Retolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 
*  A  messase  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  biU,  entitled  "  An  act  making  further  appronria- 
tions  for  foriifyins  the  ports  and  harbors  oi  the 
United  States,  ana  for  building  gUD^ats;  also,  a 
bill,  entitled  "  An  act  in  addition  to  the  act,  enti- 
tled'  An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  enliilea '  An 
let  making  provision  for  the  redemption  of  the 
whole  of  the  public  debt  oi  the  United  Stateaj" 
ht  which  bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  two  bills  last  brought  up  for  concurrence 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 
'  Mr.  Clat,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
nferred,  on  the  14th  of  January  last,  the  motion 
to  appropriate  a  quantity  of  land,  at  a  fair  cash 
valuation,  towards  the  opening  of  the  canal  pro- 
posed to  be  cut  at  the  Rapids  of  the  Ohio,  on  the 
Kentnckf  shore,  made  re^rt;  which  was  read, 
and,  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Bradley,  from  the  managers  at  the  confer- 
ence on  the  disaereeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses, 
en  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  prohibit  the  impor- 
tation of  slaves  into  any  port  or  place  within  the 
jurisdictioD  of  the  United  Slates,  from  and  after 
the  first  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
1808,"  made  report ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  for  consideration. 

CHESAPEAKE  AND  DELAWASE  CANAL. 

The  Senate  again  resumed,  as  in  Gomuiltee  of 
the  Whole,  the  sacood  reading  of  the  bill  luihor- 
l>ing  the  Mie  and  grant  of  a  certain  quantity  of 
pubhc  land  to  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Ca- 
nal Company ;  and  the  President  having  reported 
the  bill  to  the  Houae  amended— 


Mr.  White  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows: 
Mr.  President :  T  had  hoped  this  qtiestion  would 
have  been  decided  last  evening,  and  the  discus- 
sion closed  in  that  stage  of  it.  I  am  sure  the  Sen- 
ate must  be  fatigued  with  the  subject;  it  is  there- 
fore with  eitreme  reluctance  that  I  rise  at  this 
late  period  of  the  debate  to  reply  to  the  observa- 
lioris  of  the  gentteman  from  Massachusetts  before 
me,  (Mr.  Adams  J  who  has' just  sat  down,  espe- 
cially after  the  field  of  argument  has  been  so 
alteniiveiy  and  closely  cleaned  by  my  colleague. 
The  genueman  was  pleased  to  commeoee  bf 
charging  us  with  pjeeipiuiing  this  measuro 
through  the  Senate.  But  is  this  the  fact,  sir?  Oa 
the  contrary,  it  waa  before  Congress  during  th« 
greater  part  of  the  last  sesaion;  a  very  detailed 
and  lucid  memorial  accompanied  by  numetous 
documents  was  then  presented  in  relation  to  it : 
upon  which  a  committee  of  this  House,  after  full 
investigation,  reported  a  re^lulioa  favorable  to 
the  measure,  supported  by  their  relisons,  and  ■ 
strong  statement  of  facts.  These  document* 
were«U  printed  and  laid  upon  the  table  of  every 
gentleman,  and  thenit  will  be  rpnlembcKd  that 
in  order  to  give  furthist  tinje  for  consideration,  so 
as'  to  avoid  tlie  very  cause  of  complaint  now  made, 
the  friends  of  the  project  themselves  moved  ita 
postponement  10  the  present  session.  A  second 
memorial  from  the'Managert  has  been  received 
this  session  on  the  same  subject,  followed  by  a 
second  favorable  report  from  another  committee 
of  the  Senate;  the  printed  bill  itself,  now  under 
consideration, has  been  before-  ni  near  four  weeks, 
and  yet  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  with 
all  these  fafits  suring  him  in  the  face,  talks  of  our 
precipitating  this  measure.  I'  may  safely  trust 
the  force  and  correcttieu  of  this  argument  to  the 
recollection  of  the  Senate  alone.  But  the  gen- 
tleman has  referred  us  to  a  similar  project  bubre 
the  Senate  for  a  caoal  at  the  Falls  of  Ohio,  and 
lel.ls  us  that  three  States  are  immediately  inter- 
esled  in  that,  three  likewise  in  this,and  thateooge- 
qnently  twelve  members  on  this  floor  feel  the  same 
particular  influence.  The  gentleman  certainly 
did  not  mean  to  intimate  tlui  any  private  uader- 
standing  had  taken  place  among  the  supporters 
of  ihese'respective  measures,  in  relation  to  them, 
or  that  they  were  capable  of  any  such  conduct. 
That  gentlemen  from  diflarent  States  should  be 
found  supporting  similar  measures  of  public  util- 
ity, is  not  sureljr  wonderful;  and  although  the 
Slates  they  partieularljr  represent  may  happen  to. 
be  most  immediately  interested  in  their  succeis, 
yet  no  man  of  honor  hinuelf,  could  on  this  ae-^ 
count  suspect  them  of  improper  motives,  or  attri- 
bute their  coincidence  of  opinion  to  any  other 
cause  than  the  honest,  pobiaaaed  convictions  of 
their  own  minds,  and  a  view  to  the  public  good. 
The  extreme  caae  slated  by  the  gentletoaa,  of  the 
nine  Slstea  that  have  now  a  majority  in  Con- 
gress, com  bio  ii>g  to  divide  the. public  lands,  snd 
public  treasures  among  theni,  could  p  '  " 
never  have  suggested  iuelf  to  the  mind 
member.  Sir,  if  the  9aths  and  political  responsi- 
hiliiy  imposed  by  the  Conatitution  were  not  snf- 
ficienl  the  Integrity,  the  virtue,  end  the  honor  of 
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the  ReproentBtim  of  the  nitfoD,  ifaould  foreveT 
preclude,  ereii  the  idea  of  inch  a  possibility,  tf 
fOD  (Oppose  all  men  treaeherom  aod  corrupt, 
what  barriers,  I  aik,eaD  70a  oppose  to  Ibem,  thai 
thefTuaf  not  trample  under  foot?  Snch  arsu- 
ments  are  cmlculaCed  onljr  to  sap  and  deatroy  that 
laith  and'confidence  among  men,  lo  egseoiial  in 
all  the  relatire  simatioas  of  life;  to  inapire-uai' 
venal  distrait  and  jeatouif,  and  to  sever  the 
■trongett  bonds  of  pofiiieBl  and  ciril  society.  We 
aw  -vritHng,  sir,  that  the  measure  we  now  pro- 
pose, let  it  stand  or  fall,- should  be  judged  by  its 
own 'merits.  Brery  gentleman,  who  will  cut 
his  eye  oTer  out  map,  must  see,  more  dtatfnctly 
tfaan  argument  can  illustrale,  the  magnitude  and 
importance  of  the  nroject,  and  a  moment's  atten- 
tion to  (he  plan  will  be  sufficient  to  coOTioce  them 
of  the  heaTV  eipense  neceMarily  attendant  apon 
sneh  ma  nndertaliitig. 

The  canal  is  contemplated  to  be  of  depth  and 
ea^city  sdfGcient  for  the  n^rigalion  of  Tcsielt 
saitably  coDstructedj  of  from  70  to  lOO  tons  burden 
and  morej  so  as  to  aflbrd  a  safe  and  expeditious 
inland  water  transjMrtation  to  all  of  what  now 
composes  the  coasting  trade  between  Philadelphia 
and  Baltimoie,  ftee  from  the  daoger  and  erpense 
of  a  circoiioas  and  coasiwite  voyage  of  more 
than  300  miles.  To  the  wbde  extent  of  fertile 
and  popalous  coDntry  upon  the  Chesapeahe  ahd 
the  Delaware,  arid  their  tribiitarT  stream r  includ- 
ing part  of  North  Carolina,  the  States  of  Virginia, 
Uai^land.  PennsylTanta,  Delaware,  and  New  Jtr- 
Ky,  It  will  ^ve  a  choice  of  the  markets  of  these 
two  great  rival  cities,  by  reoderinff  theai  each 
easily  accessible  to  the  commerce  oT' either  bay; 
wlucn  must  nnaToidably  excite  a  oomneiition  nt- 
tinen  ibem  infinitely' desirable,  especnlty  ,to  the 
agricnltant  interest:  for  to  those  who  bare  any 
acquaintance  with  thehusiDCsa  of  these  two^daees, 
mast  be  wdl  known  the  immense  and  unaccount- 
able ^Serenee  frequently  experienced  in  their  t»- 
specnre  markets  witween  tbe  prices  of  the  same 
articles  of  produce  at  the  same  time.  And  another 
grleraBce,  more  particularly  complained  of  by 
tnosa  upon  the  waters  of  tbe'~ Chesapeake,  is  the 
freqtwtit,  the  aiidden,and  arbitran  fluctnationa  of 
the  Baltimore  market;  to  which  the  farmer  is 
obliged  to  submit  for  want  of  an  alteroatiTe,  and 
wbich  probably  the  epportnnity  of  a  choice  alone 
might  be  snfficiml  to  correct.  TEe  chief  opera- 
tion, as  it  appeani  to  me,  that  tbe  canal  could  nare 
upon  Baltimore,  would  be  to  keep  her  up  to  the 
■tandaid  of  the  Philadelphia  market,  and  it  would 
hare  the  further  effect  Dt<  keeping  them  both  up  to 
the  standard  justified  bj  the  market  abroad.  All 
the  heary  produce  of  the  immense  and  fertile 
country  watered  by  the  Basquehannah,  that  most 
otherwise  remain  almost  exclusively  ai  the  com- 
mand of  Baltimore,  and  nearly  upon  her  own 
terms,  dtct  a  canal  might  find  a  eneap  and  safe 


Post,  in  the  State  of  flew  York,  more  than  three 
hundred  miles  up,  with  the  produce  of  the  codq- 
trVj  conld  unlade  their  cargoes  at  the  wharves  of 
Philadelphia,  because  they  would  leave  the  Chr  " 


navigable  at  all  times  for  socb  c 

however,  sir,  no  part  of  ibis  plan  to  force  this 

commerce,  as  has  neen  intimated,  to  Philadelphiaj 

by  any  tinfair  means  to  dir ert  it  from  Balti- 
more, or  in  any  manner  to  injure  Baltimore ;  but 
merely  to  give  to  those  people  an  opportunity  of 
choosing  forlhemselvesj  between  these  two  mark- 
ets, the  i>De  most  convenient  and  profiiable  to  them. 
And  in  (hi*  aspect  it  is  to  be  observed,  that  th« 
present  question  turns  not  between  Baltimore  and 
Philadelphia,  but  between  Baltimore  and  tbe 
whole  extent  of  conntry  upon  the  Susquchannah 
and]  other  waters  of  the  Chesapeake;  whether 
that  eonntry  shall  be  confined  esclosiTely  to  tha 
market  of  Baltimore,  or  have  an  onportunltj  of 
chffoiing  between  that  and  Fhiladerphia.  And 
admittirtg,  Mr.  President,  that  the  eanat  was  now 
completed,  yet  the  simation  of  Baltimore  being 
still  more  coovcnient  lo  this  produce  rhan  ihat'oT 
Philadetphia,  she  might  still  command  it  with  the 
same  prices  current,  and  this  is  what  those  who 
resort  loher  market  bave  a  right  to  demand.  Her 
capital  may  possibly  be  eqval  to  such  a  competi- 
tion; the  industry  and  enterprise  of  ber  citizens,  I 
know  are  not  surpassed  bj  any  on  the  continent> 
There  is  no  city  in  the  Union  I  should  be  more  un- 
willing to  see  retarded  in  her  progress  to  wealth 
and  greatness  than  Baltimore ;  hut  surely,  sir,  the 
interests  of  half  a  million  of  people  are  not  to  be 
delayed,  or  sacrificed  to  hasten  the  premature 
growth  of  any  particolar  city. 

Again,  Mr.  President,  it  is  wbll  known  that 
many,  extensive  manufactories,  in  metals  esp»- 
cially.  have  been  eslabltshpd-  in  and  about  Phila- 
delphia, Wilmington,  'Trenton,  and  other  town* 
upon  the  Delaware ;  coal  is  the  very  basis  of  thoao 
mannfaetiires;  none  har  yet  been  discovered  in 
that  country,  and  although  Virginia  conld  of  her- 
self fbrnish  a  sufficiency  for  the  continent,  yet, 
owiog  to  the  difficulties  and  expense  of  transport- 
ing irarotmd  by  sea  in  coaMiuE  vessels,  the  Liver- 
poor  coal  now  holds  a  successlul  competition  with 
It  in  those  markets.  In  these  respects,  and  as  an 
article  of  common  fuel,  if  it  could  be  had  upon 
the  reasonable  terms  this  inland  navigaliou  roust 
produce,  the  demand  for  it  would  be  infinitely  in- 
creased, and  the  most  important  manufaetuKs  of 
oor  country  be  greatly  encoareged  and  improved. 

8it',  it  is  now-proposed  to  you  to  extend  the 
patronage  of  Qoveroment,  in  a  manlier  that  can 
never  be  felt  by  the  public',  to  aid  in  the  execution 
of  the  most  important  national  improvement  ever 
attempted  in  our  cooniry— an  improvement  eon- 
necling  two  of  our  most  exienaive  and  commer- 
cial waters,  opening  of  Itself  a  commodious  inland 
navigation  to  vessels  of  considerable  hurdeii  for 
anextentofmore  than  four  hundred  miles  throtigh 
the  centre  of  the  Middle  Slates,  from' Norfolk,  or 
rather  from  Cape  Henry,  10  Tteoton,  an  improve- 
ment that,  although  consisting  only  in  owning  a 
passage  of  about  twenty  miles  across  the  isthmo*, 
mqst  fiave  to  alt  the  commerce  of  ihe  Susquehan- 
nah  and  the  Delaware,  inelioed  lo  seek  ifae  mar- 
ket of  the  other  bay,  near  five  hupdred  miles  per- 
ilotis  navigation.    And  admittiflg  that  Virginia, 
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HirjrIaDcl,  PenDwylTBDia,  Deltwurr,  and  Ni 
Je^Ky,  compowd  the  onty  poilioo  of  ilie  Uoi  . 
ikat  could  ever  be  expecied  to  derive  the  least 
possible  advaiiiBge  from  ibe  votk,  surely  coosid- 
tjiag  the  milliane  that  have  been  espeaded  in 
(he  defence  of  out  frontiers,  in  the  extinguish' 
meat  of  Indiaa  titles,  and  in  the  Bcquirenent  of 
upsettled  countries,  part  of  which  they  hare 
cAeerfuUy  borne,  the  accomojodatian  now  asked, 
to  every  reasonable  man— I  beg  pardon,  except  the 

SBDtleman  from  Massachuseils  before  me  (Mr. 
,DAMa] — must  appear  most  just  and  reksouable 
indeed.  I  will  here,  sir,  lake  leave  to  express  my 
pleasure,  and  to  congrauilate  the  cU-montain 
friends  of  the  present  measure,  upon  the  prompt, 
the  fiank,  aod  liberal  conduct  evinced  in  iavoi  of 
this  greal  public  improvement  io  the  Atlaatic 
States  by  those  gentremen  who  so  «Uy  represent 
here  the  interests  of  the  western  country.  But, 
Ur.  PreaidenL  ihese  private,  advantages,  if  tbey 
may  ba  so  called,  that  [  have  thus  hastily  and  de- 
sultorily eaumeialed,  are  sdibII,  indeed,  when 
conpared  to  the  ffieat  public  utility  lOibe  expected 
to  the  Union,  ftom  the  proposed  work.  Thii 
canal,  as  has  been  well  observed  by  my  colleague, 
is  the  first  and  most  important  link  in  the  chain  of 
iitemal  navigation  by  which  natuce  has  designed 
this  great  coniederacy  of  Statsa.  to  be  cemented ; 
tba  Mcood,  in  point  of  imporunoe,  is  that  through 
Jersey  from  Iba  Delaware  to  Amboy,  or  the  wa- 
l«n  of  the  Raritan.  Then  I  ask  you^  'ir,  to  look. 
at  the  geography  of  your  country,  wbea  the  Ca- 
lais from  the  Bdohawk  to  the  waten  of  Oneida 
lako — where  one  .is,  I  believe,  tiow  nearly,  if  not 
quite,  cDcnpleied,  fromliie  Hudson  to  the  waters 
falling  into  lake  Champlaio,  for  which  an  act  of 
the  Legislature  has  been  obtaioed—froiu  Bozzard's 
to  Boston  bay,  long  since  in  contemplation,  shall 
be  cauied  into  execution  in  the  uortbera  and  east- 
ern extremities  oi  the  Union ;  and  that  from  £Uza- 
bethriver,inVirgitiia,  (hroL^hUie  Dismal  Bwamp, 
to  Albemarle  and  Pamlic.o  Sounds,  aided  by  the 
Tarious  inlets— and  very  little  more  work  in  the 
southern  extTiimit^: — we  shall  havea  complete  in- 
land navigation  from  the  SavanUah  rivar  to  the 
Lakes,  even  to  Quebec;  embnujing  the  whole  of  the 
Atlantic  Statas,'and  passingan  extent  of  more  than 
a  thousand  miles  through  our  own  u6untry.  Ix  this 
asubjectofsmallconsideniuon?  I  answer,  confi- 
deatTyjiio — at  least  to  no  other  gentleman  than 
the  member  from  Massachusetts  j  and  the  case  of 
any  internal  local  State  improvement  of  this  kind, 
such  as  the  one, in  Massachusetts,  cited  by  the 
gentleman,  in  order  to  mar  and  destroy  this,  liow- 
ever  entitled  to  ih^  wishes  and  patronage  of  the 
public,  cannot  compare,  in  points  of  national  im- 
portance, with  the  one.  we  now  propose. 

In  case  of  war,  and  God  knows  if  we  attend  to 
the  recent  occurrenoes  of  our  country,  and  coo- 
template  the  portentous  events  passing  in  the  old 
woridg  we  have  little  reason  lo  suppose  that  we, 
even  for  our  own  short  day,  cao  be  permitted  to 
fold '0|ir  aiQU  in  peace,  aod  to  indulge  in  slum- 
bers of  easa  and  safety ;  in  the  prospect  of  such 
aa  hour  of  calamity,  I  ask,  what  gentleman  that 
h««n  doe*  not  uiicip^te.  me,  aod  eongnttuUte 


himself  and  his  country  upon  the  power  he  now 
holds,  upon  tite  means  and  ppporiunity  ilow  of- 
fered him,  of  facilitating  the  execution  of  a  great 
puUic  work,  from  whicn  the  most  important  nar 
lional  oilvanrages  could  not  fail  to  arue  1  Yon, 
sir,  who,  BO  usefully  to  your  country,  and  so  hon- 
orably to  yourself,  acquired  your  long  and  ardu- 
ous experience  in  the  active  and  turbulent  scenea 
of  the  Revolution,  must  feel  how  incompetent  I 
am  to  do  justice  to  this  pattof  the  subject.  Toa 
knov  well,  Mr.  President,  the  promptitude  vtA 
force  with  which  an  army  of  observation  posted 
upon  the  banks  of  the  proposed  canal,  b^  meani 
of  that  canal,  could  strike  at  .any  point  within  th« 
whole  extent  of  the  navigaUe  waters  of  tlie 
Chesapeake  and  the  Delaware ;  and  it  could  not 
have  escaped  your  attention,  sir,  tliU  on  its  yery 
shore  nature  has  placed,  and  bound  with  iron,  a 
mountain,  commanding  the  course  of  the  canal 
for  miles,  and  capable  of  being  rendered  as  im- 
pregoable  to  an  enemy  as  any  inland  situation  oa 
the  Atlantic  part  of  the  Middle  States.  This 
Conveaient  and  commanding  position  re^uirea 
only  the  aid  of  tite  proposed  canal  to  for«e  itself 
irresistibly  upon  the  miod  of  every  gentlentaa 
who  will  cast  hii  eye  over  the  map,  as  the  verf 
spot  of  all  others  in  ibe  Middle  Sutes  bestoaicn- 
laied  to  become  a  grand  depot  of  arjiis,proTisi«o^ 
and  military  atores,  ia  time  of  war. .  The  whola 

Sninsula  presents  to  its  front,  on  one  extended 
rlile  plain,  an  isexbaaatible  granary  of  provis- 
ion; on  every  other  side  it  is  snrrc»indec  by  a 
difficult,  irrwular  cottnl^y,  and  almost  iuacceasl- 
ble  heights,  all  of  which  it  conuuands  and  all  of 
whichjCiy  suitable  improveinenls,mwhi.  be  t«a- 
dered  subservient  to  its  support.    My  colleague 
stated,  1  think,  the  facility  and  safety  to  be  da- 
rived  irom  such  an  inland  navigation  in  time  of 
war,  in  the  trans  portal  ion  ot  troOps,  arms,  provis- 
ions, and  other  militaiy  stores,  .and  the  ad  ran  ta- 
ges  especially  such  a  mode  of  conveyance  ^oold 
have  been  to  the  American  army  on  their  march 
IO  YoihoWn ;  when  the  length  of  time  uaavoid- 
ably  occupied  in  passing  with  their  heary  ord- 
nce,  provisions,  and  baggage,  this  very  ground— ~ 
preparing  a  second  fleet  ot  transports  upon  tba 
Chesapealte — in  debarking  upon  one  waur,  and 
ibarkingupon  another— mi  gat  have  disappointed 
:  most  glorious  enterprise  in  the  anaaU  of  the 
Revolution,  and  protracted  for  vears  the  war,  with 
all  its  vices,  its  calamities,  and  its  expense.  .  Sii, 
of  the  principal  modes  of  national  defence 
upon  which  we  now  chiefly  rely,  and  are  provi- 
ding al  great  expense,  renders  «f  itself  this  meas- 
ure almost  indispensable.    Youi  gunboats  might 
then  become  doubly  useful  in  case  of  a  foreiga 
attack  directed  agaiust  the  Chesapeake  or  tbs 
'  iware,  as  probable  poiots  as  any  other;  the 
B  aquadron.  by  means  of  the  canal,  could  ope- 
wuh^equal  facility  upon  either  bay,  without 
encounMfing  the  dangei*  of  the  sea,  or  an  enemy 
upon  the  coast.    This  measure  m,nst,  in  fact,  be 
considered  a  part,  and  amostimpoiunt  part,  of  the 
same  system  of  istemal  national  defence;  it  be- 
loDgs  as  much  to  the  defence  of  the  country  aa 
any  foriificatkm,  battery,  trigate,  or  guobmit,  in  ii. 
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Tha  whole  amouat  of  what  we  now  ask  (o  com- 
plete this  great  public  work,  even  if  lequetted  u 
a  graioitf ,  would  not  be  auffieieot  to  ouiU  and 
equip  for  mb  oae  siogle  abip-of-the-lioe,  or  two 
frigates,  aod  yet,([iTe  meleare  tOEay,'[bat  in  time 
of  war,  to  all  useful  purposes,  (his  caual  would  be 
a  fleet  to  you ;  fleets  soon  decay,  but  this  erand 
and  oseful  work  would  become  the  iuTalnable  in- 
heiiiuKse  of  potterily)  as  Ioqk  as  the  inscruiable 
diapenaations  of  HeaTcii  ihall  permit  the  conti- 
nent itiejf  to  hold  its  place. 

'  Let  lis  now,  Mr.  Preajdeot,  attend  for  a  moraeat 
to  the  lessoB*  of  experieoee  on  this  subject.  In 
Inlaad  we  know  tnat,  durine  a  tale  iDrasion  by 
the  Preach,  an  armyofien  Uiousand  men  com- 
pletely eqoipped  for  the  field  was  transported,  to 
meet  the  iavaders,  by  meani  of  a  cana],  sixty 
milea  in  ten  hours,  three  days'  long  march,  and 
then  another  would  probably  bave  been  necessary, 
to  rest  and  prepare  tbem  for  action.  In  Baglaod, 
so  strong  is  the  pabtic  aentitoent  on  this  purnt, 
that  ■  c«nal  has  been,  or  is  now  constructiug,  from 
London  to  the  coast  of  Kent,  for  the  express  pi 
poae  of  aiding  the  iiaiional  defence  in  case  of  i 
Tasisn.  And  at  the  same  time  thai  cauals  i 
tbeinaelTea  easily  defensible  at  all  points  by  a  rery 
inferior  fbree,  they  are  perfaam  the  only  means  of 
defence  that,  falliojf  into  die  nands  of  an  enemy, 
eannot  be  turned  saccetsfuJly  against  the  country, 
becanae  readily  liable  to  be  rendered  useless  m 
various  ways,  without  any  permanent  injury  to 
the  work.  I  shall  not  dwell,  Mr.  President,  apon 
the  great  adnptaget  to  be  expected  from  the  nlea- 
aure  proposed,  to  the  commercial  and  manufac- 
turing RB  well  aa  to  the  agricultural  interest;  in 
eounttie*  where  such  improTemehts  are  carried 
on  to  the  liighett  point,  they  all  flourish  most. 
JBverygeBdeman  here  knows  the  great  diflTerence 
of  ezpente  between  land  and  water  carriage.  It 
is  Mated,  amrag  other  things,  in  the  memorial  of 
the  netiiiottera,  to  which  I  am  much  indebted,  that 
the  freight  of  a  too,  df  forty  cubic  feet,  from  En- 
rap^  iml  ||e««T«(ly  not  more  than  pay  its  land 
traaaportation  thirty  miles  ;  so  that  the  mme  ar- 
ticle ifiay  eost"  nearly  as  mubb  in  land  carnage 
across  the  Isthmus  at  in  ffeight  across  the  ocean  ; 
yet,  aitj  a  Tery  considerable  commerce  is  now  car- 
ried on  in  this  way  ;  some  of  the  most  commodious 
Teasels  on  the  continent,  of  thefi  kind,  as  manf 
lineman  here  know,  ate  RCtiTely  employed  in  it ; 
tkeK,wlththeijtmostiaeility,wouldpBta  the  canal, 
aad  lh«T  namb^  and  buainess  be  iikfinilely  in- 
eraased.  Sir,  if  any  object  of  intental  improve- 
ment erer  aan  daim  tlw  public  pattontge-^ad, 
with  sreat  aphmiaaion,  Ifais  appears  to  me  to  be 
one  or  tiM  ebief  ends  of  gorernment— it  is  the 
Tery  one  we  nmr  oftr  (  we  challenge  a  eompsri- 
atm  with  any  other  that  ean  be  propaaad,  from' 
Uaine  to  QeOrgia.  And  we  laabc  this  appeal  to 
tha  iaanoe,  the  kbetality,  and  patriotism  of  the 
Qovennkent,  with  the  graBier«otiAdenee,>eetu>e, 
we  hiiaw  that  in  other  and-older  countries,  works 
of  sueh  great  pnUic  otirity  hare  never  been  left 
to  the  feeble  efforts  of  private  indivi^aals.  la 
Holland,  their  numerous  canals  are  all  constructed 
and  supported  at  the  public  expense.    In  France, 


great  canals  of  Briaire  and  Languedoc  X9' 
main  the  mosclasiiogand  useful  monument  of  (h« 
respective  monarchs  that  founded  them.  And 
shall  we,  sir,  refuse  the  little  aid  proposed  by  thJa 
bill,  to  a  company  of  patriotic  individualsj  who^ 
to  their  infinite  honor,  hare  attempted  a  similat 
improvement  in  oi^r  own  country?  And  wha 
after  expending  more  than  an  hohdted  thousand 
dollars  of  private  capital  upon  the  work,  we  sea 
sinking  in  despoodeAcy,  and  ^iritlesa  twder  tha 
magnitude  o(  tne  undertaking  and  the  prasanre  of 
the  expense?  No,  sir— no  such  contracted, ni^ 
etable  sentiment  ean  ioflueaoe  tbia  body.  I  know 
too  well  their  warm  and  zealous  attachment  to 
the  pablie  good.  This  Senate  will  never  aurren- 
der  ihe  character  of  the  nation  to  the  just  sarcasms 
of  every  foreigner,  who,  ie  passing  the  country  a 
few  years  hence,  mutt  see  all  that  part  of  this  great 
public  work  already  completed  ia  a  pile  of  ruin% 
unless  the  aid  proposed  be  sranled.  The  gentlfr 
man  from  HatsacnUiettsbeiore  me,(Mr.  AnaMS,) 
has  complained  of  our  adducing  upon  the  floor  of 
the  Senate  tha  opinions  of  the  Secretory  of  tb« 
Treaanry  in  chu  laTor.  Sir,  it  became  necessary 
to  consult  that  officer  both  as  u>  the  faads  and  tbe 
beat  mode  of  applying  them,  and  the  liberality  of 
his  scntimrats  on  lUs  sabjeot  do  hbn  honor ;  no 
entoay  of  mine  eaa  hetghlea  (bem.  I  wish  the 
gantlaman  fi 


;s)Mbla  of  beiaig  hilaenced  by  toc)t.    And 

notwithstanding  the  doubts  that  have  been  sug- 
gestodfSa  to  the  praeliaability  of  the  scheme  now 
propoaad,  this  la  reduced  to  a  menl  oertainiy,  ai 
must  be  obviooa  to  every  gentiemaa  who  has  seen, 
or  will  bear  and  believe  anything  in  relation  to 
the  gmaid.  orA  which  the  canal  is  to  pass ;  In 
iia  whole  course  thwio  are  ao  'mountains  to  pei- 
lorale,  no  rocks  to  blow,  no  morasses  to  embao^ 
no  rivers  over  whiok  to  pass  aqtieduela,  bnl  mere 

""' itryofolay.  And 

-    -     „  „  -  Uarylaad  (Mr. 

BHirn)  waa  pleased  (o  tell  as  of  tbe  imposslbiltty 
of  foiming  even  a  raiioBal  ,coDJeetiue  as  to  Im 
probable  ezpoue  .of  to  great  an  underiakiar,  vet 
str.give  me  leave  to  tell  that  ^uuleman,  and  thia 
B^a<e,tbat  tbamaaagara  having  prwressed  tbua 
far  upon  oontraets  b|;  the  square  yardj  are  thence 
able  10  oseeitain  almoat  to  a  oertsinty  the  proba- 
ble expeaae  of  ibe  work  before  litem,  upon  the 
same  mathematical  principle  that  a  mechanic 
who  had  built  a  ro^m  twenty  feet  square  would 
be  able  to  calculate  from  that  what  would  be  the 
cost  of  aootbei  of  thirty  or  forty  feet  souare,  con- 
Blruaied  in  the  same  manner,  and  of  the  same 
materials.  Upoa-tbtk  datum  i*  foiuded  the  e«l- 
eulatiaa  thsy  havaaubioittsd  to  yon  j  and,  withsni 
disparagement  to  any  others,  I  will  here  say,  that 
no  ciiiaens  of  th«  United  Slates  are  more  jostly 
entitled  toyOui  confidenee.  Nowletme  ask,  Mr. 
President,  what  better  disposition  you  conld  make 
of  a  small  portion  of  your  vacant  lands  than  by 
applying  it  to  aid  in  the  execution  of  this  great  put- 
lie  improvement?  We  do  not  wish  them  for 
nothing,  but  offer  you  in  stock  the  full  amount  of 
their  legal  pric«.  Touc  object  is  to  sdl;  and  I 
am  well  insi^cted  tha(  the  Qovemmept  conudar 
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themselTei  as  holdings  near  three  bundred  millionB 
of  acrei  oa  ihii  side  ihe  MiaeUaippi,  on  the  other 
tide  H  world  of  unknown  acres ;  more,  vasily^  more, 
perrojl  me  to  augt^si,  Tiewing  the  unceriainty  of 
all  human  establish mentt,  tnan'  they  may  e*er 
hare  an  opportunity  of  selliDg,  at  least  for  cen- 
turies to  come,  barring  all  accident.  Why  not 
then  apply  some  of  them  now  to  ibe  improremeni 
of  the  country  7'  The  passing  of  this  law  will 
not  ocaasion  the  selling  a  single  acre  lew,  whilst 
the  sppropriatioQ  we  ask  of  these  tftnds,  at  the 
same  time  that  it  moat  yield  a  great  and  imme- 
diate benefit  to  Ihe  country,  wilC  I  bare  no  doubt, 
be  in  the  end  proGiable  to  t)ie  country.  For  these 
leasoDs,  and  lor  others  that  bare  been  assigned,  I 
hope  the  Senate  will  approve  the  measure  and 
pa»s  the  bill. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  postpone- 
ment of  the  bill  to  the  next  session  of  Congress, 
and  was  decided  in  the  a£Grmatire. 


WcDNEeoAT,,Febriuiry  25. 

Tte  bill  from  the  House  of  BepreMiitatives, 
entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  tbe  act,  entitled 
'Ad  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  cn^tled  'An 
aot  making  proriaion  for  the  rsdempiion  of  the. 
Thole  of  the  public  debt  of  the  United  Statsa," 
was  read  the  second  time  and  referred  to  Memra. 
Oit.EB,  Adams,  and  Sihtb,  of  Maryland,  to  eon- 
aider  anS  report  ttiereoit. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Repfeseniatiws, 
euiilled  "An  act  making  further  awropriationi 
for  fortifying  the  ports  and  harhora  ot^  the  United 
Blaten,  and  for  building  guoboata,"  was  read  the- 
Mcond  time  and  referred  to  Menn.  BnaDLiT, 
Traci,  and  Maci^at,.  to  -eansider  and  .report 
therOD. 

The  bill  makinga  fmibei  appropriation  towards 
defraying  xbe  expense  ofa  road  from  Onmberluid, 
in  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  the  Stale  of  Ohio, 
was  read  the  aecond  time.  On  the  question,  Shall 
Ibis  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third,  time? 
it  wa«  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  took  into  connderatioB  the  report 
of  ibe  conferees  on  the  disagreeing  Totes  of  the 
two  Houses  on  the  bill  from  the  House  of  Re^ 
leeentaliTeSj  entitled  "An  act  to  prohibit  the  tat- 
portation  of  slaves  into  anjr  port  or  place:Within 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  from  and 
after  the  first  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  oni 
Lord  1808,"  which  is  as  follows: 


.      , sbilli.__   _. 

ptoriso  at  the  end  of  the  8th  seelien,  aotended  as  fol- 
lows, to  wit: 

Proridttt  hmoner.  That  nothing  in.  this  section  shaD 
extend  to  prohibit  the  taking  on  hosid,  or  trswyortint 
on  any  rirei,  or  inland  bay  of  the  sea,  wittiiii  the  jn- 
tisdictioD  of  the  Unilad  States,'an;  negro,  mulatto,  oi 
penon  of  color,  <not  impoited  oontnij  to  the  pronsion* 
of  tha  actO  in  any  Tesael  oi  species  M  craft  whaterei." 
And,  also,  to  amend  the  6th  secbon,  by  striking  oat  the 
word  "  fUW,"  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof"  forty ;'  and  in 
the  second  line  strike  out  Ihe  words  *■  as  a  slave,  or," 


And  in  section  9,  line  1,  strike  out  "fifty,"  and  in- 
sert '■  forty." 

And  also  In  section  10,  line  1,  strike  ont  "fil^,"  snd 
insert  "  forty," 

And  the  report  was  adopted. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Represep  tat  ires 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "Ad  act  BUihoriziDg  the  settlement 
□f  the  accounts  between  the  United  Stales  and 
William  Eaton;"  also,  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
providing  for  the  payment  of  tbeexpeuse  incur- 
red by  the  military  preparations  fur  the  defeneo 
of  the  Territory  ol  Michigan  against  hostile  In- 
dians, in  the  year  1806 ;  in  which  bills  ihey  desira 
the  concurrenee  of  the  Senate.  They  agree  to 
SQDiB  and  disagree  to  other  antcndmeots  of  the 
Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  extend  tfaa 
time  for  locating.  Virginia  military  warrants,  and 
for  returning  the  surveys  thereon  to  the  office  at 
the  Secretary  of  the  Peperlmenl  of  War." 

The  two  bills  first  'mentioned  in  the  message 
from  Ihe  House  of  Represen  rait  res  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  the  secood  readinj^. 

The  Senate  took  into  (consideration  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representatives  agteeing  to 
some  and  disagreeing  to  other  amenaments  of 
the  Senate  to  Uie  billlast  mentioned  in  the  mee- 


^  insist  on  I 

disagreed  to  by  the  Hotise  of  Representaiirea  to 
the  said  bill. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill,  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  entitled 
"An  act  repealing  the  acts  laying  duties  on  sal^ 
and  continuing.in  force  fare  further  time  the  first 
section  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  further  to  pro- 
tect the  commerce  and  seameo  of  the  United 
States  against  the  Barbery  Powers  i  and  gn  tha 

Sueslion,  Shall  this  bill  pass  as  amended  ?  it  wae 
eiermined  in  the  affiimative — yeas  15,  nays  IS, 
as  follows: 

Yaii— Haasn.  Biadley,  Condit,  Oilee,  Hoerland, 
Eitehel,  Loon,  MbcUt,  Milledge)  Moore,  Raed,  Smith 
of  Maryland,  Smith  of  Twmaesee,  Smith  of  Vermont, 
Thmitoaiand  Worthingtoo. 

Nais— Main.  Adems,  Bayard,  Oilman,  HiUhoaea, 
Kitchill,  nckering,  Ptnmer,  Baiilh  of  New  York,  Bnm- 
loi,  Tiaej,  Tomer,  and  White. 

And  Ihe  title  waeameDded,asfoUowB:  "Anaet 
repealing  an  act  laying  a  duty  on  salt,  and  eoft^ 
liauiog  in  fcitcc  for  a  farther  time  tha  first  se«- 
lioD  pf  the  act,  entiiled  an  act  further  to  proteot 
the  commerce  and  seamen  o(  the  Unil«d  States 
against  (he  Barbery  Powers." 

The  foliowing  motion  was  submitted  for  eon- 
sidera^on  by  Mr.  WonTBinnTon  : 

JbseM,  llmt  die  Sscretaiy  of  the  Tisemr  be  di- 


bset  infofmalioa  he  sea  aeqnire  ■(  ta  the  nseftJnese, 
the  prartJcabdity,  and  probable  expeasa  of  the  eand 
eenlemplated  between  Ihe  watan  of  the  Chesegsoka 
and  Delaware,  ftea>  El^  river  to  Chtistiaiia  oreek,  with 
hi*  own  opinion  and  reaaons  thereon ;  and  a  plan  oi 
plans  for  the  application  of  auchmaanassinay  be  meet 
conienient  to  the  Govern  tneot,  and  within  the  power 
of  ConfMse,  to  aU  in  eanying  into  execution  the  seme  ■ 
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and  whatlur  the  ramt«  idapWd  br  Ih*  Ckeaapeaka  and 
DsUwan  Canal  Company  b«  uo  moat  eli^Ma  ram- 
manicatioD  between  llie  oatei*  of  the  Ivo  baja )  and, 

Iiiewi*e,  his  opinion  genenJlj  on  the  practicahiiity  of 
an  inland  naTigatian  between  the  aoathem  and  aortli- 
'»of  the  United  States. 


The  Senate  reiamed  the-  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee, made  od  the  18ih  instant,  on  the  motion 
to  inquire  wbetber  the  act  paised  April  I£th, 
1806,  was.  couMlly  enrolled  ;  and  agreed  to  the 
report,  as  follows :  /Strike  out,  near  the  end  of  th« 
motion,  after  the  word  "Iberein,"  these  words; 
'*  to  report  the  same,  and  what  mea*uiei  may  be 
expedient  to  correct  the  said  error,"  and  insert 
^'w&ether  ^Sj  meatare  has  beeome  oecessarj  in 
BOnsequenee  thereof ;"  aod  on~  the  qdelrtion  to 
agree  to  the  motion,  amended  as  follows : 

Suohed,  That  a  committee  of  the  Senate  be  b^ 
pointed,  joinlly  with  mch  committee  as  ma;  be  appoint- 
ed on  the  part  of  the  Hooae  of  BepietentatiTM,  to  io- 
gtiire  whetlier  the  act  pawed  Apnl  ).S,  1606,  entitleil 
"An  act  to  repeal  to  much  of  an;  act  or  ads  as  aulhor- 
iie  the  receipt  of  evidences  of  Uie  public  debt  in  pay- 
ment for  the  lands  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other 
pnrpoBes,,ie1atiTe  to  On  snblic  de^I,"  was  enrolled  a* 
the  same  paoed  the  two  Honsea  of  CoDgreas  ;  and,  if 
my  error  hath  occarred'  therein,  whether  any  measore 
has  become  necesurj  in  consequence  fhereof : 

It  was  determiaed  in  the  affiimatire. 

The  Senate  took  into  conBiderstioQ,asin  Conv- 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  Iha  amandmHita  reported 
to  the  joint  reeolution  from  the  House  of  Re)H«- 
sentativee)  to  publish  the  report  and  chart  of  the 
survey  of  ih<  eoaal  of  North  Carolina,  sod  asreed 
thereto ;  and  the  Preddest  hmTin;  reported  the 
leeolutioD  to  the  Ho tise  amended  aeeonliiiglv^  ob 
the  qnestioD,  Shall  this  MeolmioiL  be  rekd  the 
third  time  as  amended  1  it  was  detemiined  iu  the 
■fBrmatire. 

'  The  Senate  took  into  consideration,  as  in  Coto- 
inlttee  of  the  Whot^  the  amendments  Reported 
^  the  special  committee  to  the  bill  sent  from 
the 'Hotise  of  RepreaentatiTes,  entitled  "An  act 
making  appiopriations  for  finishing  the  south 
wing  of  the  Capitol,  and  for  other  purposes,"  and 
agreed  in  part  thereto  ;  and  ibe  President  baTing 
lepoited  ine  bill  to  ih^  House  amended,  ou  taa- 
tion,  the  further  conbideratioa  of  this  bill  i^u 
postpouad  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  HiTCHiLi.  presented  the  petition  of  ibe  in- 
babitants  of  the  city  of  New  York,  slating  the 
ezpoaed  and  defeoeelesB  situfelieo  ^  that  city, 
ud  pnying  tliat  their  harbor  may  be  placed  in  a 
•tate  of  permanent  and  adequate  deKnee;  and 
the  petition  was  md  and  referred  to«eommiitee 
this  day  appointed  oq  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
RepreeentatiTei  on  the  subject  (rf  defence. 

TanaMAT,  Fehraary  K. 

The  joint  resolution  for  publishina  the  chart 
of  the  survey  of  the  coast  of  North  Carolina  was 
read  the  third  time,  as  amended,  and  tnased. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, entitled  "  An  act  Movidingfor  the  payment 
of  the  expeoae  incuned  )>y  the  miliury  prepw*- 


tions  for  the  defence  of  the  Territory  of  Michi- 
gan against  the  hoMile  Indians,  in  the  year  1806," 
was  read  the  second  lime,  and  referred  to  Messrs. 
Thaot,  WoaTaimiTON,  and  Aoahb. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, entitled  "An  «et  authorizing  the  settlement 
of  the  aeeoants  between  the  United  States  and 
William  Baton,"  ms  read  the  seeoiH)  time,  and 
referred  to  Uesin.  Bbadlbt,  Oilib,  and  Somtsb, 
to  eoander  and  report  tbcceon. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  motion 
made  on  the  20th  instant,  to  amend  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  by  adding  a  thirteenth 
article,  respecting  the  judicial  power  thereof; 
and  the  further  consideration  of  tnis  motion  was 
postponed  until  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  report  or>the  committee,  made  on  the  S4lh 
instant,  on  the  petition  of  Reni  Naw,  and  agreed 
thereto;  and  the  petitioner  had  leave  to  withdraw 
bis  petition. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration' of 
the  repottof  the  committee,  made  on  the  24th 
instant,  on  the  memorial  of  sundry  merchants  of 
the  city  of  Philadelphfa,  on  the  subject  of  draw- 
back ;  and  the  further  consideration  thereof  wai 
pastponecU 

'  Mr.  WoBTBiifOTOM  submitted  the  following 
tnt^lion  for  consideration  r 

Retohtd,  That  Ibe  SMJietaiy  of  the  Treasary  be  di- 
rected to  report  Xo  the  Banale,  at  Ihaii  next  ■«— i<ui> 
tlie  best  inbnnation  be, can  ac^Wra  ss  to  the  practica-  - 
bility,  and  probable  expense  of  fonning  a  tunipike  road 
throughout  the  Atlantic  Slates,  canuneadug  at  the 
City  of  Washington,  and  rnnDiDg  each  way,  toward* 
the  Northea^m  and  Southwestern  eitiemities  of  the 
Union ;  together  with  his  opinion  as  to  the  most  lUltt 
able  route  for  the  same,  and  a  plan  or  plans  fbi  the  ap- 
plication  of  such  means  ts  may  be  most  convenient  b> 
the  Oovemmeot.  and  within  die  power  of  Cengrea^  to 
add  in  carrying'  the  same  into  execution. 

The  bill  making  a  further  appropriation  towards 
defrayiog  the  expense  of  a  road  from  Cumbefland, 
in  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  the  Slate  of  Obia 
was  read  the  third  time;  and  the.firsi  and  second 
blanks  havins  each  been  Blled  with  the  worda 
"  twohimdreu  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,"  on  mo- 
tion, the  title  was  amended  to  read  as  follows: 
"An  act  in  addition  to  the  act'to  r^ulate  the  la^- 
inj[  out  and  making' a  road  from  Cumberland,  in 
the  Siateof  Maryland,  to  theStateof  Ohio,"  and 
tfien  the  bill  was  passed. 

A  neasase  from  the  House  of  Repretentative* 
informed  we  Senate  that  the  House  hare  paeaed 
«  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  proviaion  iw  the 
diaposal  of  tha  public  lands  situated,  between  the 
United  States'  miliUry  tract,  and  the  Connecti- 
cut Reserve,  and  for  other  purposes  i"  in  wbieh 
they  request  the  eonourr'ence  of  the  Senate.  The 
House  of  Representatives  diaSKree  to  all  the 
amandmeots  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  repealing  the  acts  laying  duties  on  salt^ 
and  continuing '  in  fqrce,tfor  a  further  time^  the 
first  section  of  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  further  to 
protect  the  conuaerce  and  seamen  of  the  Uuited 
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<t  and  other  r 


om,  do  adhere  to  their  bill  >■  orifciDallf  puud. 

The  bill  rrom  the  Houh  of  Repretenbitire:!  fini 
meDtioned  iii  the  message  lyai  read;  and,  b^uDaa- 
imam  conteat,  to  dispeme  with  the  rate,  the  bill 
was  read  the  Mrjiod  lime,  aad  referral  to  Messn. 
WoBTHiNQTON,  Tri.ct,  and  Baldwin,  the  eoin- 
miiiee  appbJDted  on  the  8th  9t  Decamber  last,  to 
examiiie  tlie  laws  of  the  United  3iat«»  praviding 
for  the  sale  of  public  laBda,  to  eooaider  sad  report 
thereon. 

The  Seoaia  resumed)  u  in  Qommiltee  of  th« 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  makiuf  appror 
prtations  for  Suishing  the  south  wing  of  ibeCap- 
Itol,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and  Ute  President 
reported  to  the  House  that  Iha  Committee  of  the 
Whole  bad  agreed  to  some,  and  disagreed  lootb«r, 
amendments  reported  by  the  select  committee  j 
and  had  also  agreed  further  to  amend  the  biU. 

Whereupon,  a  motion  wa(  made  to  strike  oat 
the  words  "  twenty-fire,"  line  sixth  of  the  bill,  as 
reported  by  the  seleot  oqmpittee;  audit  pasaed 
in  the  negative. 

Od  motion,  it  was  a^treed  to  strike  out  the  word 

''repairiDg,''line  eighth,  and  insert, ' 

of,  the  words  "  making  a  new  root 
pairs." 

On  the  qosstioD,  Shall  this  bill  be  now  «ad  the 
third  lime  as  amended  7  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmatiTe. 

Mr.  QiLBB,  ttosa  the  cominitfee  to  whom  was 
nfWred  that  part  of  the  Message  of  the  President 
'  itf  the  United  Stales,  as  relates  to  the  law«  respect- 
ing the  insurrectiona,  and  ihe  fioUiiop  of  the 
public  peace ;  also,  the  bill  ftom  the  House  of  Rep^: 
lesenteti vet,  entitled  "An  act  providing  ft>r  the 
panisbment  of  certain  crimes  against  the  United 
States,"  reported  the  bill  with  amendments ;  which 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  Ue  for  consi deration. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  seeoqd  readins  of  the 
biH,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Stephen 
Sayre;"  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  the  third 
reading, 

Mr.  BaADLrr  gav«  notice  that  he  would  to- 
ittorrow  ask  leave  to  brhtg  in  a  bill  to  snspend  the 
duties  on  salt,  from  ana  after  tbe  time  therein 
specified. 

The  Senate  took  into  oonMderation  the  reeo- 
lotlon  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  adher- 
ing to  their  disasreement  to  the  amendments 
of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  repeal- 
ing the  acts  laving  duties  on  salt,  and  cootinning 
in  force  for  a  fnnber  lim?  the  first  section  of  the 
aei,  entitled  '  An  act  farther  to  protect  the  com- 
Bwrce  and  seamen  of  thcUnited  States  Bgainst 
the  Barbary  Powet*  ^'  and,  on  motion  that  the 
Senate  adiwre  to  their  anendmeaie  to  tl)e  aaid 
bill,  it-was  determined  in  the  Urinative — ]r< 
15,  najTB  13,  as  follows: 

TsAS— Messrs.  Adams,  Bavird.Brsdl^.OUT.CXIu, 
OOmtn,  HaihoQio  HitchiU,  Pic^srin;,  nnmer.  Smith 
ef  Msr^and,  Bmilfa  trf  Nvw  Totk,  emiOi  of  TenneMee, 
nmiiton,  end  Tiaej. 

Njirs—Messrs.  Ctodit,  OsiHsrd,  Howlsnd,  Kitdiel, 
Logan,  MtclVi  Milledge,  Moore,  Reed,  Smith  of  Ter- 
mont,  Somter,  Turner,  and  WortlnDCtoi 


BAPIDS  OP  THB  OHIO. 
The  report  of  the  committee,  made  on  the  24tli 
instant,  on  tbe  subject  of  a  caoal  at  the  Rapids  of 
the  Ohio,  was  considered,  and  is  as  follows: 

That  they  hsTc  Mtendralj  examined  t,  seriey  of 
the  Rapids  of  the  Ohio  and  the  a^j^cent  sbonHiaocom- 

SEinied  bjr  eipluiatorr  notes,  mads  by  a  Mr.  Jared 
^rooka,  who  appears  to  be  a  skilflil  anil  ioteUigent  en- 
gineer. That  tbe  sottb;  eihibits  the  dies  proposed  for 
the  Canal  on  (he  KentiidifBhore.snd  its  supposed  con- 
templated  route  on  the  Indiana  side;  and  its  aeaatacrf 
"is  certified  l^-  nine  leejwLlable  gentlemen,  who,  being 
appointed  by  tiie  Kentucky  LeguUtore  to  promote  the 
execution  of  an  act  -fbr  incorpomtutg  a  eonpuiy  Ito 
cnttiBg  the  oanal  in  quaaljon,  bare  theBWelves  ^nni- 
ined  int  Mvei^  objects  debneated.  Mr.  Brooke  hsa 
sunk,  at  abort  and  conTenient  datances,  duJt*  ascos 
taining  the  nsture  qf  the  gronad  through  ,vrbi(^  ths 
cBoeJ  ii  proposed  to  pau  an  the  Ksntueky  shore,  the 
TurioDi  depths  to  tbe  sUTface  of  tbe  rock  ;  uid  bj  his 
aurrey  and  notea  hu  fully  ennced  the  praoticabilitj  of 
l^q  object,  Biid  the  superior  adTsutagea  of  the  Keotockj 
over  the  opposite  side.  On  the  Kentucky  shore  the 
requiute  depth  of  lbs  canml  vrill  be  less,  its  .length  not 
BO  great  by  at  least  one-tbiid,  a  better  1>ed  anbrded, 
finner  ground  for  its  tide*,  and  fai  better  baibon  at  it* 
headend  foot.  From  theaa  drcumstances,  it  is  pre- 
snmed,  the  expitnia  of  Ihe  nndertakiog  will  not  be  ao 
great  b<r  one  half  on  the  Kentucky,  as  upon  the  oppo- 
Bta  iliOTe,  end,  in  Mr.  Brooke'sa])iniDn,iriU  not  exceed 

"Toopm  Hie  canal  ee  as  to  edmit  of  die  passage  of 
Teseett  of  an;  burden  o^able  of  navigatiiig  &e  Ohio, 
the  LegliUlure  of  Kentotky,  at  their  eewion  of  ISM, 
pasead  an  act  inoorporalfaqr  a  cMapanj  hj  the  name  tt 
the  Ohio  Canal  Companjr,  which  was  ameadsd  bj  an 
act  paaaed  at  their  seesioB  of  180B.  ^f  tbe  ^votlBiM 
of  Iheae  aetp,  the  companv  is  peitotttid  te  taia4  a  c^ 
td  of  ttfOOfiOO,  eompaeed  of  dianaef  llfy  dollars  eaoht 
is  vested  with  euitable  powete  to  aeotwpliah  the  wori^ 
and  lyon  its  oompletkin  antluniMd  to  dkarftf  Mtam- 
■ble  tolls.  On  their  part,  the  Legiaiature  of  Keaivel^ 
has  directed  a  mhecnptioQ  lot  one  Ihonaand  diaree, 
and  baa  invited  the  Govenunenti  oflfae  United  StatCB, 
Pennsylvahia,  Virgiqie.  Maryland,  Ohio,  and  Ndw 
Tol^  all  supposed  to  be  more  or  leM  interaeted,  to  pai^ 
tidpata  in  the  nndeitjdng. 

"  That  the  work  is  one  of  great  and  ntftloDal  impMt^ 
ance  k  undeniatde.  The  immettie  conntiy  on  Ihe  Ohio 
and  its  wataie,  above  Ae  IU|Hds,  in  seelung  a  market 
for  ita  snrptos  producta,  baa'  to  eaoDontsr  the  obamo 
tios  in  the  navigation  of  that  stream,  which  they  peo- 
sant.  This  obstructiMi,  never  eolirely  &ea  ftsu  dan- 
ger, is  soeh  SI 


tdypiectade  Ihe  paaegeM 
iuthe  narin  tbaadeecaiit 


and  when  laden,  far  Aewbele  year  in  Iheii  ti 
tbe  liver.  The  rapidity  of  ibe  enirent,  whiA  aveeagae 
at  the  rale  of  from  ten  to  eleven  milea  an  hour  ihsough 
the  blU,  leaves  no  aUemativa  for  a  aale  vejaga  Mf  a* 
well  as  down  the  riVar,  boi  in  a  canel. 

"  How  for  it  ia  the  policy  of  the  Government  to  aid 
in  works  sf  this  kind,  when  it  has  no  direct  intereeti 
whether,  indeed,  in  such  a  case,  it  haa  Ihe  Constitn- 
tional  power  of  patronage  and  encouragement ;  it  is  aot 
necessary  to  be  decided  in  ths  present  instance.  Being 
the  proprietor  of  land  bordering  upon  the  Ohio,  to  a 
greater  extent  thsn '  any  individoal  State,  awning,  too, 
an  invahwble  saline  near  thf  Wabash,  there  can  be  no 
daiM  that  hetfc'peU^  and  power  ccmfaiM  iafavotef 
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pronoting  an  nndectakiiig  tj  whidi  it«  tiroperty  W 
b«  iDcidMiUDy  bmefitttd.  If  Ihe  **hie  sad  prioe  of 
land  depend  aa  well  npoD  the  fccititj  with  iraieh  ita 
prednetiBad  e  raiAal,  w  i^khi  it*  eapaci^  to'prBdnoe, 
Umh  on  bs  do  doaU  thai  lb*  pnHie  tends  nill  be  in- 
«r«Med  ill  vshw,  bj  bnpnweneDti  in  di«  lU'rigstiOB  of 
thoMitnunawUcfewstailhent.  The  Mline  ■Unded  ta 
will  hai»  it!  vaAel  solugsd  bj  tbe  upeniag  of  the 
propoaad  end;  «nd  dMMiUwTeth»Rmpidi,aaweU  h 
thoM  b«l«ir,  msj  in  time  cotlnt  iqxui  it  ••  mm  of  the 
■onrcea  6ob  wheuc*  lilt  mtj  be  obtained. 

Bat,  ^^  Mme  contmiel;  m  ounion  hu  exiatcd  in 
nlation  ta  the  preftrable  aide  of  the  Ohio  for  the  canal ; 
aa  the  iaformatuni  upon  which  yoni  committee  baa,  on 
thif  aabject,  acted,  ii  rather  of  an  ei-parte  cbaiaoteri 
and  a«  anj  ud  tl^  Goiemmeot  may  think  proper  to 
BITS  ooghl  onlj  to  be  afforded  aRer  the  moat  impartial 
and  IhoroDBh  iiiTeatigatiMi  of  the  aabgect,  thej  beg  leave 
ta  Teoommaid  the  fcHowtng  feaolDtioB : 

"RtMhtd,  That  the  Preaident  b«  aothmfied  to  ap- 
point dit««  «iwiiiriMiMi«i  ftr  Oa  ptupoee  of  examinint 
A*  rapUs  at  die  Oluo,  to  aeewttin  vAetlMr  a  canal  to 
aToid  them  be  {BMticahle,  aad  which  dde  of  Uuiii 


and,  alMt,  wtMthaitbabadoflhe  liwiaeafiabUefba^ 
ing  BO  flUand  mt  ••  to  admit  af  aaoaading  and  d»- 
awiwding  na^talioB,  and  (ha  idalite  iufoitanca  of  a 

Tha  report  wa*  asread  to. 
Onlari,  Tbat  Htmn.  Cut,  Thidbtom,  and 
QiL>^  be  ■  comiBhtte  to  brimg  in  a  bill  aownl- 

Idr.  OiiAT,  frsm'  lb»aboTe  eonunitlM,  agrecablr 
10  inatriMtioii*,  raportad  a  bill  prOTidiaK  tm  ibe 
appoinlment  of  commiasioDen  to  aaeertaia  tbe 
praclivabiUtf  of  tatnoving  die  obaiTaelioaain  the 
naTigation  of  ifae  Ohio  at  the  Rapida ;  and  the 
bill  was  read,  and  ordered  to  the  seMmd  reading. 


FRtDA.T,  Febraarf  97. 

I  « 

EUpreaen. 

taiivea,  entitled  "An  aot  in  addition  to  toe  act. 
entitled  'An  BEtanpplemeatarrtotbeact,  eMitM 
'An  act  making  pToniionfor  tbe  redemptEon  of  the 
whole  of  the  poblia  ^loht  oflhe  United  Statee," 
Rported  the  same  wtlheat  amendKent. 

Bmehei,  Thstthe  farther  eooiideration  itfthi* 
bill  bepoatponed  antit  the  neztacsnon  0fCongT«sB. 

The  BeDBie.  reanined,  aa  in  Commiitee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  from  the  Hoom  of  Repreieoia- 
tiTes,  entitled  "An  act  proridiiig  for  the  panisb- 
meniof  eenainerimesBgaidstttavUnited  Staiea}" 
together  with  the  report  of  the  sdeet  committee 
tbereon:  and  the  Prcaident,  from  the  CommitTee 
of  tbe  Whole,  repotted  the  bill  to  the  Hoaie 
amended.  .  . 

Od  the  question,  Shall  the  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amendedl  Irwas  determined  in  the  af- 
firaiattTe. 

A  nesMige  from  ibe  Honse  of  Repreitentatires 
infmmed  the  Beoate  that  the  Hou'e  a^ree  to  the 
modificatioBs  of  the  amendme&ra  as  reported  bj 
the  committee  of  conference  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"Ad  act  to  prohibit  the  importatioti  of  slaTca  into 
any  port  vc  place  vichin  Um  jmrisdiaiioa  of  ibe 


United  Stales  from  and  after  ihrSmdarofJaaa- 
ary  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1808;"  the^  disagree 
totne  amendmenti  of  the'Senateioihe  joint  reso- 
lution to  poblisb  the  report  and  chart  of  ttteailTTfljr 
oftbeeoau  of  North  CkrolinB.  Tbey  hare  pasted 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the  act,  entitf^ 
'An  act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensation  of 
elerka,  and  to  aathocize  the  laying  out  of  certain 
poblio  roads,  and  for  other  purposes,"  in -which 
they  reaaest  the  concorreDce  of  tbe  Senate. 

The  Dill  last  mentioned  in  tbe  message  waa 
read,  and  ordered  to  the  seeond  reading. 

Tne  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Repreaentati res, 
entitled  "An  act  makinv  appropriations  for  finish- 


ing Um  south  wing  of  the  Capitbl,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  was  read  the  third  tii 
and  passed. 


bill  from  tbe  House  of  RepreaentatiTfa, 
entitled  "Ad  aet  for  tberelief  of  8tephe»  Safre,*' 
ma  read  the  third  time,  and  recommiti^  to 
MehMM.  Tract,  AnAHS,  aird  BKani-nT,  further  it 
consider  and  report  tbereon. 

Mr.  WoRTBuroToir,  from  the  committae  tb 
wborA  was  referred-the  bill  from  tbe  Houie  oT 
Representatire^  entttled  "An  act  re^alaiing  the 
claims  tO' laAd  in  ibe  Territories  (rf'Or)eaAa  and 
lioutaiaiia,'?  reported  tbe  same  with  amendmeuti; 
which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  liefot  consider*- 

(iOB. 

The  Senate  took  into  eoMideratitin  the  reaoln- 
tiou  of  the  House  of  RqiresentB tires  disaereeiog 
to  tb^  anendmenta  to  Ibe  joint  resohitioir  foe 
pnUisbiHtbeTeportandehanofthesumroftitt  ' 
coast  of  North  CaroUoa-;  and, 

AsMtosd,  That  they  recede  from  their  atacua- 
men  IS  disagreed  10: 

.  The  Senate  took  into  eoueideraTion  the  report 
of  the  GommUtee  on  the  memorial  of  BtfndrymsT^ 
efaant*  of  the  elty  -of  FhUadtlpbia  oa  the  sabjeet 
of  dnwback,  and  the  otmaidemiion  thereof  wm 
potiBontd. 

TaebiJI  proriding  for  the  appointmest  of  com* 
missionera  to  ascertain  tbe  practicability  of  tv- 
■DoriD(  tlM  obstnMti«a  of  the  .  oarigation  of  the 
Ohio  at  Uia  BapidiL  was  read  tbe  second  liiMj  m 
ilt  ComnittM  irf  tb*  Whole;  and  tbe  Presideflt 
baring  reported  tbe  bill  to  tbe  House  amendeiL 
on  tbe  MMliDn,  Sballdils  bill  be  eB|rnMMd  and 
read  a  third  liiae  as  BMenied?  it  -pMsed  in  tk* 
afflrmatiTe. 

Mr.  MiTCHfLL,.  fVom  the  eotamittee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Houne  of  Repre- 
seDt&tiTes,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  reHef  of  Daniel 
8.  Dexter,"  reported  it  without  araendinenlj  and 
the  bill  was  coniidered  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole;  and  the  President  having  reported  it  to 
the  HoDse  with  an  amendment,  on  the  question. 
Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third  time  as  amendad  1 
it  was  determined  in  the  affimnttre. 

The  Piteident  commaQWatcd  to  the  Senate* 
report  of  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  (he 
Treasury,  enclosing  tbe  copy  of  a  letter  from  the 
Comptroller  of  the  TreBmry,  accompanied  With 
a-Katetacnt  of  the  etoohimentii-ef  the  offioersof 
the  customs  for  the  year  1806;"  which  was  rtati, 
a«d  ordered  to  lie  (» the  ubl«. 
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Saturpay,  February  28. 
Mr.  Tbaot,  from  tUe  cocamittee  to  whom  wu 
referred  the  bill,  entiiied  ''An  act  far  tbe  relief  of 
Stephen  Sayre,"  reported  tbe  came  wiibvmeDd- 
ments;  and  ibe  bill  was  again  considered  at  in 
Com(nitte«  of  the  Whole ;  and  the  President  hav- 
ing reported  it  ta  the  House  ameiided,  it  was 
agreed,  by  unanimous  couaent,  to  dispense  with 
tbe  rale,  and  the  bill  was  read  a  third  lime  as 
amended,  and  paesed. 

The  bill  from  tbe  House  of  Representatires, 
entitled  "An  act  to  amend  tbe  act,  entitled  'An 
■ct  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensation  of  clerks, 
and  to  aniborize  the  laying  out  of  cerlaia  public 
roads,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  lead  the  sec- 
ond time,  apd  referred  to  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  7ch  of  January  hist,  to  whom  was  referred 
tbe  report  of  the  Poatmiicter  <3ener«d,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon;  and  that  Mr.  BuiTd,  of  Mary- 
land, be  added  to  the  ctunioittee  io  plaice  «f  Mr. 
Baldwin,  detained  by  the  ill  state  of  hia  Jtealth: 

A  message  from  (he  House  of  Representatives 
informed,  the  Senate  that  the  Uoufee  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriaiibaa  fi 
the  support  of  Gh]f  emment  during  the  year  1807 
also,  ft  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  ihe  relief  of  Oliver 
Pollock;"  in  which  they  request  the  caneurrence 
of  the  Senate. 

The  bills  were  read;  and  the  billlast  mentioned 
in  the  message  was  ordered  to  the  second  readiUg. 
On  motion,  it  was  agreed,  by  uoanimooa  con- 
sent,'to  dispense  with  the  rule,  and  the  billfiral 
mentioned  ia  the  message  was  read  tbe  -second 
time,  and  referred  to  Messn  Trai:7,  Shitb,  of 
Maryland,  and  Turhbb,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

Mr.  WoBTBiHOToii  bad  leave  to  withdraw  the 
motion!  Aiade  on  the  gSth  and  96th  instant,  re- 
■pecting  a  canal  between  the  waters  of  the  Chesa- 
peake and  Delaware,  and  a  tnrapike  road  from  the 
City  of  Washington  through  tbe  Atlanlic  States, 
for  tbe  purpose  of  aubeiiiu ting  the  fdlowing  for 
•onsideratioB : 

Stiohtd,  That  the  Beeretary  of  the  Tieuniy  ba  dl- 
racled  to  prepare  and  ropoit  ia  &q  Sniate,  at  their 
MXt  KssioQ,  a  plan  for  the  appUoatlon  of  radi  meaiM 
■■  are  Within  the~  power  of  Congreeai  to.  the  pvrpoMi 
rf opening  roads  and  making  canals;  logether  with  a 
■tatenent  of  the  )indatakin(s  of  that  i)atun  wUoli, 
as  objecta  of  public  improvemaat,  may  require  and  de- 
•ure  the  aid  of  Govsnunent ;  and,  also,  a  atatemeat  of 
WOiki  of  the  nstura  mentioned  which  have  been 
■teneed,  the  pdrogresa  which  baa-  ba«D  made  —  ' 
and  Ae  mean*  and  prospect  of  their  beiog  ao 
and  an  such  infbrmalion  ts,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Sec- 
retary, shall  be  msteiial,  in  relation  to  the  objecta  of 
dtis  rewlution. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Reprriwntatlves, 
entitled  "Anactpraviding'for  the  punishment  of 
•ertain  criiHea  against  the  United  States,"  was 
read  tbe  third  time,  and  passed  with  amendments. 
Tbe  bill  from  the  Houae  of  Representatives, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  S.  Dex- 
ler,"  vms  read  the  .third  time  and  passed,  with 
imeadmenta.  - 
,   Tbe  bill  proyiding  Git  the  %f\ 


missioners  to  ascertaia  the  practicability  of  t^ 
moving  the  obstructions  in  Ihe  navigation  of  the 
Ohio  at  the  Rapids,  was  read  the  third  time ;  and 
the  first  blank,  providing  for  the  daily  pay  of  the 
commissioners,  was  filled  (vilh  the  words  "five 
dollars,"  and  the  second  blank  in  the  clause  mak- 
ing-an  appropriation,  with  "two  thousand  dol- 
lars;" and  on  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass  as 
amended?  it  was  determined  in  the affirtnaiive— 
yeas  18,  nays  8,  as  follows : 

Tub— Maun.  Bayard,  Clay,  Oaillard,Gihntn,HiII> 
house,  Macla.j,  MiDedge,  ItUtchitI,  Moore,  Kckerini, 
Plumer,  Reed,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  Ohio,  Smith 
of  Tennessee,  Thiuston,  White,  and  Wortbington. 

Niia — Mesiis.  Adsma,  Condit,  Howland,  ECitchel, 
Smitii  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Vermont,  Tracy,  end 
Turner. 

So  it  was  Haolved,  Thai  this  bill  pass,  and 
thai  tbe  tide  thereof  be  "An  aol  providing  for  ihe 
appointment  of  eommiasionais  to  ascertain  tho 
practicability  of  removilig  the  obstractioo*  in  the 
navigaiioQ  of  the  OhitL  at  the  Rapids." 
,  The  Senate  resamed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 


Whole,  the  second  reading  of  the  bill-  from  the 
House  of  Repteeenta lives,  entitled  "An  act  rego- 
lating  claims  to  land  in  the  Territories  of  Orleani 
and  Louisiana,"  together  with  the  report  of  the 
special  committee  thereon ;  and  the  President  re- 
ported to  the  House  that  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  do  not  agree  to  tbe  ceport  of  the  seleet 
committee,  but  had  agreed  to  amend  the  bill. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass  to  the  third 
reading  as  amended?  it  wae  determined  in  iba 
affirmative.  < 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  7  o'clock  this  ereninf. 

iSeeen  o'clocft  in  Ae  Earning. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
infoTmed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  compensation  to 
MeesrK  Lewis  and  Clarke  and  their  companicmsi'' 
a  bill,  eniitled  "An  act  disapproving  of  an  aot 
paesed  by  the  Ooveraor  and  Judges  of  the  Tera< 
tory  of  MRhigan,  entitled  'An  act  concemiog  the 
Bank  of  Detroit;"  and  a  bill  entitled  "An  aol  aa- 
tlMrizing  palenls  to  isane  fw  lands  located  and 
surveyed  by  virtue  of  emrtab  Virginia  reeolvtioii 
warmots,"  in  ▼bich  bills  they  requert  the  eoocar- 
tance  of  the  Senate. 

The  bills  first  mentioned  in  the.  message  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

Tnebill  from  tbe  House  of  Representative*, 
emitted  "An  aet  regulating  the  claims  to  land  in 
the  Territories  of  Urleaas  and  Louisiana,"  was, 
by  .unanimous  con^nl,  read  the  third  time  as 
amended,  and  passed.  ' 

MotiDAY,  March  2. 
A  message  from  the  House  of  Repreaentativea 
iformed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  pasaed 
_  bill,  entitled  "An  act  rettealing  the  acts  laying 
duties  on  salt,  and  coniinaine  in  force  forafut^ 
ifaer  time  the  first  aeetion  of  tlie  act,  entitled  'Aa 
act  further  to  proieet  the  commerce  and  aaamen 
of  the  United  States  against  the  Batbarf  Vomtta," 
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in  wfaicb  they  teqaesi  Uie  conca^teoce  of  the 
Seaate. 

Tbe  bill  meniioaed  in  ihe  messue  was  Kad.; 
■Dd  m  moiioD  tb«l  the  bill  be  reaa  the  Kcood 
tiiDe.  it  WBB  objected  to,  aa  not  hi  order — a  bill  of 
&  similar  nature  baTiDg  been  rejected  during  the 
•etaion ;  and  tbe  PRBSibBNT  referred  tbe  qnettioa 
of  order  tc  the  deeiiioo  of  the  Senate  to  wit: 

"  la  it  in  order  to  read  thia  bill  a  tecood  time  1" 
and  it  wu  determined  in  tbe  ■£mati?^~f  eaa  19, 
na;a  10,  aa  follows: 

Tx4*— HeaiM.  Btmdler,  Cati£t,  Fenner,  Oailkrd, 
OUm,  Howhnd,  Kitohal,  hogi»,  Midaj,  HilUdge, 
Moore,  Rem],  Smitb  of  MeryUiid,  Binith  of  Oluo.  Sailh 
of  TenneaMo,  taiith  of  Tennont,  Sumtar,  Tomer,  and 
WortiuDglon. 

KiTt-^Mamn,  Adimi,  Clay,  GilmiDi  HiUhooae, 
Hitchill,  Picksiing,  Flmner,  $mitb  of  New  nfor)^ 
Tnej,  and  White,  .  . 

So  it  WM  Onlend,  Thu  lbs  bill  be  read  a  ko- 
ond  time. 

On  motion,  bj  Mr.  Tdbiibb^  that  the  bill  be 
now  rend  the  second  time,  it  wa»  objected  to  as 
not  in  order. 

On  motioQ,  by  Mr.  Tukrhk,  that  the  12th  rble 
tar  doing  buaiocsa  in  the  Senate besuspendeddDt- 
the  residue  of  the  sessioD,  the  Pbebh>«ht  de- 
cided i^ai  (be  motion  wm  oo(-in  order. 

Tiia  Senate  took  into  coBEidernlion  the  motion 
made  on  the  28tfa  February,  tint  it  be 

Reso&ied;'That  the  SecrMsi^  of  tSe  Treasniy  be  di- 
fseted  to  prepare  uid  report  to  Qte  Senate,  stibeir  nest 
■noon,  ■  plan  Sht  tbe  af^icatiM)  (tfeochmean*  aswra 
within  (be  power  of  Ctrngreaa,  to  the  porpoae*  of  open- 
ing roads  and  ""^"'g  canala,  lotfcdwr  with  a  atate- 
mentof  (be  undertaking  of  llut  nataia,  wbicli,  aa  ob> 
jectB  of  |iri>lic  improvement,  may  reqnlre  and  deaerve 
the  aid  of  Oorernnient ;  and,  alao.aatalementofworka, 
of  the  nature  mentioned,  which  have  been  commsnced, 
the  progreai  which  baa  been  made  in  tbem,  and  the 
meana  and  praapect  of  (heir  being  eomjdeted ,  and  «I1 
sodi  inbimation  aa,  m  the  opinion  of  the  Secretaij, 
■hall  be  material  in  ralation  to  the  objects  of  thia  rsao- 

And  on  tbe  qnestion  to  agree  to  the  motion,  it 
was  determined  in  the  afSrmatiTe — yeas  22,  pays 
3,  u  follows : 

Yut— Maaan.  Adama,  Cky,Oilea,HiUhonae,  How- 
land,  Kiubd,  Logan,  Milledga,  Mitchill,  Moore,  Pick^ 
ering,  nomer.  Reed,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Stoith  of 
New  York,  Smith  of  Temieiaoo,  Smith  of  Termont, 
Sumter,  Trsej,  Tomer,  While,  aod  WoTlhington. 

N^Ts — Meaeia.  Condit,  fenaer,  and  (3ibiuui. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Represen  taiiyes,  __. 
titled  "An  net  for  tbe  relief  of  Oliver  Palloek," 
was  read  tbe  second  lime,  and  referred  to  Messrs. 
Smith  of  Marylsndi  Oilbb,  and  Tkaot,  to  pon- 
dder  and  report  ihereon. 

_  The  bill  from  the  House  of  RepresentBtiTes,  en- 
tilletl  "An  act  disapprofiog  of  an  act  passed  by 
the  Oovemoi  and  Judges  of  the  Territory  of 
Michigan,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  tbe  Bank 
of  Detroit,"  was  read  tbe  second  time,  and  refer- 
red to  Messn.  AoAHe,  WoRTBiNQToif,  andGiuB, 
to  eavtider  and  repotl  therean. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  RepTeBenlaliTes,(ii- 
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tilled  "An  act  makiag  compensation  to  Messrs. 
Lewis  and  Clarke,  and  their  companions,"  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs. 
Tracy,  Bhadlet,  and  Gileb,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon. 

The  bill  from  Ihe  Bouse  of  Repre8entatire&  en- 
titled "An  act  authorizing  patents  lo  be  issaea  for 
lands  located  anj  wrfeyed  by  Tirlneof  certain 
Virginia  resolution  warrant"  was  read  the  second 
'  iie,aud  referred  to  Messrs.  Tbacy,  Wosthuto- 

iN,  and  Sraolet,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  SuiTB,  of  Maryland,  from  the  commiKee 
.  vbom  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Honse  of 
Represeniatirea,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  rdUef  of 
Olirer  Pollock,"  leoorted  an  amendment,  which 
was  agreed  to;  aaOi  on  the  question.  Shall,  this 
1^  be  read  a  third  time  as  amended^  it  was  de- 

rmined  in  the  ^ffitmative. 

Mr.  Tracy,  ftom  the  committee  to  whom  wis 
referred  the  bill,  from  the  Houm  of  Representa- 
tives, entitled  "An  act  to  ameod  the  act,  entilled 
'An  act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensation  of 
clerks,  and  to  anthorize  the  laying  out  of  certain 
public  roa^s,  and  for  other  porposes,"  reporled  the 
same  with  sandry  amendmea^ 

Mr.  Bbadlbt,  from  the  commklee  lo  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  from  tbe  House  of  Represent 
latives,  entitled  '■'An  act  making  further  appropri- 
ations for  fortifying  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the 
United  St^ales,  abd  for  building  gunboats,"  repott- 
ed the  bill  with  amendments. 

Mr.-ADAus,  from  tbe  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  ihebiilfromthe  House  of  Repreaentatires, 
eqtitled  "Aij  aet  disapproying  of  an  act  passed  by 
tbe  OoTeroor-ant)  Judges  of  the  Territory  of  Mich- 
igan, entitled,  'An  act  coBcerhing  the  bank  of  De- 
troit," reported  it  without  amendment ;  and,  on 
the  qufstion,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third  time  ) 
it  was  determined  in  tbe  affirmatire. 

Mr.  BKADi.ET,fn)m  the  committee  to  whom  waa 
referred  the  bijl,  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tBtives,  entitled  "Anaet  authorizing  the  settlement 
of  the  accounts  between  the  United  States  and 
William  Eal  on,"  reporled  .tbe  bill  wil  bout  amend- 
ment; and,  on  the  question.  Shall  the  bill  be  read 
a,  third  time  ?  il  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

A  message  from  tbe  House  of  Repreaencatirea 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  passed  a  bilL 
entitled  ^An  act  concerning  invalid  pensioner^" 
in  which  they  reqneel  the  eoncurrenee  of  th« 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concnrraace  wm 
read,  and  it  was  agreed,  by  nnaoimous  consent,  to 
dispense  with  the  rule  and  that  this  bill  be  now 
read  the  seecmd  time.  ' 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  Messrs.  GiLna, 
Bbadley,  and  Shits  of  Maryland,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon. 

The  following  motion  was  submitted,  by  Mr. 
TrRRER,  for  consideration : 

JUtohed,  That  so-mnch  of  the  twelfth  rale  ht  con- 
ducting bniinesa  in  the  Senate,  which  is  in  the  follow- 
ing words.  Til :  "  Etbij  Inll  shall  leceiTe  three  readinp 
pievloua  lo  its  being  psaMd;  and  the  FieNdent  ihiX 
giTB  notice  to  each,  waelhei.it  be  lbs  first,  second,  or 
third  I  which  readings  riiall  be  Ml  three  diffinent  day^ 
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mSTORT  OP  C0NGRB8S. 


Senate.' 


Proeeedfng». 


Makoh,  IflOT. 


infr  pro- 


nnlcH  the  Senita  ananimotulr  iIttbM  otherwUe  ;"  b« 
■tupended  for  the  Tsmainder  of  the  preMnt  senion. 

The  PsExiDENT  gave  aeiice  itiai  h^  sliould  ah- 
MDt  himself  from  the  Senate  far  the  remainder  of 
tke  session. 

The  Senate  adjouroed  to'7  o'clock  this  erenipg. 
Snen  </dadt  m  fAc  Bveniag. 

The  Vice  Prebidbnt  being  absent,  the  Senate 
inroceeded  to  the  election  of  a  Preiident  pro  tem- 
pore, as  the  CoiMtittstion  provides ;  ftnd  ifae  huo- 
onible  Sahdel  Smith  was  elecietl. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  wait  on  the  Pre- 
flident  of  the  Dnit^d  States  and  a^qaaint  him  (bat 
ibe  Senate  have,  io  the  absence  of  the  Vice  Pre- 
sident, elected  the  honorable  Samuel  Smith  Pre- 
sident of  the  Senate  pro  tempore;  sod  tb'st  the 
Secretary  makes  likefommuuicationtoibe  House 
-of  Representatives. 
,  Mr.  WohTRiKOTOH,  from  the 
-whom  was  referred  tbe^ill  from  the 
Represen  tat  ires,  entitled  "Ad  act  m*li 
Tiaion  for  the  disposal  of  (be  piiblic  lands  bilu>ii;u 
between  tbe  Uoited  Siatesinilitarjr  tract,  and  the 
Coooeelicut  Reserve,  and  for  other  purpo!«9,'*' re- 
ported it  without  amendment. 

Mf.  TfucT,  from  trie  committee  to  whom  wa^ 
referred  tbe  bill,  eotilled  "An  act  luppiementar^r 
to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  regulating  tbe  granlH 
of  land  appropriated  for  the  refuzees  fmm  the 
British  provinces  of  Canada -And  Nova  Scotia," 
reined  it  without  ameDdment. 

Mr.  Thaot.  «lso,frotn  the  commitee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  providing 
for  the  pa'yoient  of  the  expense  incnrred  hy  the 
Dililary  prcparatioox  for  the  defence  of  the  Ter 
ritotf  of  Miobigan,  agatn.it  the  hostile  Indians  ia 
Ibe  year  1806,"  reported  ihe  .bill  without  amend- 
meuL 

Mr.  Tract,  litewist  from  the  eoinmiiree  to 
whom  was  referred  tbe  Dili,  entitled  "An  eci  bu- 
'thorizing  patents  to  be  issued  for  Innds  locaipd  and 
BUrreyed  by  virtue  of  certain  Virifinia  resolution 
warrants,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Ordered,  Thai  the  committee  to  whom  Iras 
'referred  (he  memoriat  of  Ira  Allen  be  discharged 
firom  (he  further  consideralioD  thereof, 

Mr.  Tract,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  com- 
pensation to  Messrs.  Lewis  and  Clarke  and  thejr 
companions,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Giles,  from  tbe  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  (he  hill,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  to- 
Talid  pensioner)!,"  reported  it  wiihoui  amendment. 

On  moiionJiy  Mr.  Smith,  of  Ohio,  that  it  be 

Btwived,  That  tbe  Secretary  of  the  St-ntite  be 
authorized  to  pay,  out  of  tbe  coiitinKent  fund  of 
this  House,  to  Thomas  Harvey,  John  MalherK.and 
■  Francis  Duriiy,  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars  each,  in 
addition  to  their  usual  eontpensation  : 

Ordered,  That  this  motion  lie  for  coDsiderilion. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Rppresenta lives 
informed  the  Senate  ihst  the  Houne  have  passed 
abill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  fur 
carrying  into  effect  a  Irealy  between  the  United 
Slates  and  the  Chickasaw  tribe  of  Indians  :"■ 


''also, 


a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriation*  for 
carrying  into  efleci  certain  treaties  with  theChei^ 
okeeancPiaDketthawiri  ben,"  in  which  they  reqoest 
the  concurrence  of  the, Senate. 

Tbe  bills  were  retd,  and  it  was  agreed,  by  unaa* 
iroouB  consent  to  di^^nse  wiib  the  rule  sod  thai 
the  bills  meptioned  in  the  message  be  now  seve- 
rallv  read  (be  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  they  besererally  referred  to 
Messrs.  Bradlbt,  Oiler,  and  Tract,  to  eoDsidet 
and  report  thereon. 

Th«  Senate  tort  iniDconBidnratian,  asinCom- 
tniiiee  of  Ihe  Whole,  tbe  seeSBd  reading  of  the 
bill, entitled  "Anaei  making rnrlherappropriarioDa 
for  fonifying  the  porta  and  harbors  of  the  United 
Slates,  and  for  building  gunboats,"  together  with 
the  amendments  repori«l  by  the  select  eominil- 
tee;  and  the  President  haTing' reported  the  bill  to 
the  S-naie  amended,  sgree^ly  (0  (he  report  t^ 
ib«  select  cnmmiiiee,  it  was  ordered  to  the  (bird 
reading  as  amended. 

The  Senate  took  Intoconiideiation  the  atnend- 
inents  reported  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  lo 
amend  the  act,  en  tilled  *An  act  lo  regulate  and  fix 
the  ccmpen^alion  of  clerks,  and  to  authorize  the 
laying  out  of  certain'  public  roads,  and  for  other 
purpones  ;'*  and.  on  motion,  tbe  bill  was  postponed 
to  the  nezi  session  of  Congress. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  mekinff  eompens*- 
tiun  lo  Mes'Ts.  Lewis  and  Clarke,  and  their  conl- 
panions,"'  was  ivad  a  •eceadiiote;  and,  on  the 
qoemion.  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third  time^  it 
was  deivrmtned  In  the  aSrmaiive. 


The  bill, entitled  "Anaciprovidingforthepay- 
~ent  of  (be  expense  ipeurred  by  the  military  prep- 

aiions  for  thedefenceof  theTerritory  of  Michi- 


gan  a^ainsi  the  hostile  Indians.in  (he  year  1806," 
WHS  read  the  second  time  ;  and,  on  (he  question, 
Shall  ihis  bill  be  read  the  third  time?  it  was  de- 
termined in  (he  aS^mative. 

The,  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  lo  the 
act,  eniiiled  'An  act  regulating  the  grants  of  land 
appropriatnl  for  the  refugees  fruio  (he  Britisli 
provinces  of  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,"  was  read 
(he  second  (ime ;  and.  on  ;he  quesijun.  Shall  thji 
bill  pass  loa  third  reading?  it  was  determined  in 

Tbe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  provialon  for 
the  disposal  of  (he  public  lands  si(uated  between 
the  United  Stales  military  tract  and  (be  Connec- 
ticut Reserve,  and  for  other  purposes,"  wts  read 
the  second  (ime;  and,  on  the  qoestino.  Shall  this 
hill  he  read  the  third  time7.tl  was  determined  in 
the  affirmative. 


Tdkdat,  March  3. 

Mr.  Tbact,  from  'he  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  hill  from  tbe  House  o|  Representa- 
(ives,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  for 
the  .--uppori  of  OiiTernment  during  the  year  1807," 
reported  tbe  bill  with  sundry  amendments:  and 
tbe  President,  from  ihe  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
reported  ihe  hill  with  amendments. 

Oidered.  That  the  bill  be  read  the'lhird  time 
aa  amended. 
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Mr.  Biti.0LBT,  from  the  committee  to  wbom 
were  referred  the  bilU  from  (he  Houxe  of  Repre- 
■eotatire^  eatiiled  ''Aa aet  making  appropriaiioas 
for  carryiDg  into  effect  the  tieqif  belween  iha 
tToifed  Siaiea  aod  the  Chick*aHaw  tribe  of  la- 
diaDSj"  and  "Ao  set  making  appropriayons  for 
earryiag  into  effect  cer  is  in  irealiea  with  the  Cher- 
okee and  PiaoktshMT  tiib«a  of  ladiaDs,"  reported 
the  first-mead  on  ed  bill  witit  an  ameDdmetii  to 
the  tiite,  bf  adding  thereto  the  words,  "  and  to  ea-: 
tablish  riand  qScs  in  the  Miwiuippi  Territory ;'' 
and  the  biil  last  mealioncd  withoai  ameodnieat, 

Oo  motioD,  it  was  agreed,  by  uDanimous  eoa- 
aent,  to  dispense  wUb  the  rulf,  and  that  llie  bill 
lad  meatioueS  ia  the  report  be  now  read  the  thjnl 

Aecolved:,  That  this  bill  pssi; 

A  message  from  the  Htoiue  of  Represetitaiirei 
informed  the  Segate  (hat  the  House  have  paused 
B  biil,  Eent  from  the.  Senate  for  concurrence,  enii- 
tled  "Ad  act  conSr'miug  the  claims  to  lands  id  the 
district  of  Viaceooes,"  with  ameodmetits,ia'wfaich 
they  request  the  concurrence  of  i he  Senate. 

The  bill,  fiom  lb«  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  "An  act  layiag  duties  on  salt,  and  cod- 
tinuioe  in  force,  for  a  further  lime,-  the  first  sec-' 
lioin  of  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  further  to  prelect 
the  cominerce  and  seamen  of  the  United  Statvs 
a^iusl  the  Barbarjr  Powers,"  Iran  read  (he  second 
time  *a  in  Commiiiee  of  ih;  Whole;  and  the 
Prefident,  from  the  Commitiee  of  i he  Whole,  re- 
ported to  the  Senate  the  bill  amended. 

On  motion  to  strike  oat  the  third. section  of  the 
Inll,  to  wit; 

'■  Bic.  3.  And  be  it  further  matted.  That  so  nadi 
eftliaBCt,p*wMlon  thotwinlj-filUi  daj  of  March,  ou* 
thvBsuid  ugbt  hnndred  «nd  four,  entitled  ■  An  ao*  fui^ 
Uwt  to  pratoct  the  commerce  and  se&men  of  the  Vnilad 
Stales  Bfainst  the  Barliary  Ponen,'  as  ia  oonluned  in 
.lb«flntaaetiaBoftba«aidMt,be,and  tksaaraaher*- 
b;  ti,  wMiiuwd  in  fcrea  until  the  fint  d»  sf  Jftnnan 
.Beit,  and  no  ioqgu :  Pnmided,  iouttw.  That  the  ad- 
ditional dn^  laid  b7  tlM  said  ssctiea  diall  be  cvlkoted 
"        '  '      "  s,  liabla  I*  paj  tha 


A  9,  nays  31, 


lard,  Oiim,  Hawlapd,  Kitebal,  Logan.  tUcUf,  MU- 
ladge,  ,MiMra,  B«ed,  Boith  of  Maryland,  8iai&  of  Ohio, 
Smith  of  TwnnnwsB,  Smith  of  Tnmaat,  BtuHn.Tlinu- 
toD,  Turner,  and  Worthingtpn, 

On  motion  to  mdopt  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  tbe  Whole,  extending  the  time. at  which 
tbe  repeal  shall  take  place,  by  striking  out  "  ihir- 
lielh  day  of  September."  and  inserting  ''thirty- 
first  day  4)f  December,"  It  patsed  in  tJie  affirma 
lire— yeas 20,  nays  ll,as  tullows: 

TiAs — Maaais.  Adams.  Ba;anl,  Bradlej,  Clay,  6i\ta, 
Oilnao,  HiUhouse,  Howland,  MitchiU,  Picherini,  Mu- 
mar.  Read,  Smith  it  Maryland,  Smith  of  I«aW  York, 
Smith  of  Ohio,  Smith  ofTenoMsee,  Smith  of  Vennonl, 
Thnnfan,  Tracy,  and  Whits. 


Niis—MssRS.  Condit,  Fwoer,  Gaillanl,  Stchel, 
Logan,  Macis;,  Milledge,  Hooie,  Sumlari  Tutner,  afld 
Worthington. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass  to  the  third 
reading,  as  amended?  it  was  determined  in  the 
aGGrmatire — yeas  HO,  nays  10,  as  follows: 

Visa— McMTE.  Bradley,  Clay,  Condit,  Fenner,  Oail- 
lard,  Giles,  Howtand,  Kitche1,Maday,  Mitledge,  Mean, 
Bead,  Smith  of  M#rylaa&  Smith  of  Ohio,  Smidi  of 
TcnDeMSB,  Smith  of  Vermont,  Snmter,  Thmston,  Tip* 
uer,  and  Warthlngtos. 

If  ATS— Meara.  Adams,  Bsjtrd,  GQfflan,  HilQiiniaB, 
MitebUl,  Pickering,  Plomer,  Smith  of  New  Tofk. 
Tracy,  and  White. 

•    Onitnd,  That  ihia  bill  paw  to  ihe  third  rid- 
ing asamendedi 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Represen  tali  Tea 
informed  tne  Senate  that  tbe  Haute  agree  to 
some,  and  disagree  to  other  ameadments  of  the 
bill  sect  from  tbe  Senate,  entitled  ''An  act  al- 
lowing an  additional  compepratioa  to  tbe  judges 
of  the  Missis:iippi  Territory,  and  extending  (ke 
risht  of  suffrage  thereia."  Tbey  have  passed  a 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  in  addition  loan  act,  entitled 
'An  act  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  'An  act 
suppleraeiitary  to  the  act  providing  for  a  Naval 
Peace  Eatabliahment,  and  for  other  purposes;"  ia 
which  they  YequEst  tbe  concurrence  or  the  Sea- 
ale.  They  have  passed  the  bill,  sent  from  Iha 
Senate  for  concurrence  entitled  "Ad  act  to  re- 
duce tbe.expensesattendiQff  the  administration  of 
ju&iice  in  the  District  Of  Columbia."  wiib  an 
amendmieiit.  in  which  they  request  toe  concur- 
renceof  iheSenate. 

The  bitl  last  brought  np  for  concarreace  vaa 
read,  and  it  was  agreed,  by  nnanimoui  consent, 
to  dispense  with  the  rule,  and  that  tbe  bill  be  now 
readjhe  second  itmej  and,  on  tbe qitestioo,  Shall 
ihli  bill  he  read  a  third  timet  it  w;aB  determined 
in  ihe  afficmative. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  tbe  relief  of  OU- 
Ter  PollocK,"  was  read  the  third  time  as  amended, 
and  passed. 

Mr.  Oiuts,  from  the  committee  to  whom  waa 
referred,  on  the  26th  of  January  last,  the  Message 
of  Ihe  President  of  the  United  Slates  of  that 
dale,  reported  (bat  ibey  have  bad  the  same  under 
.cODsideratioa,  and  are  of  opinion  that  no  Legi^ 
laiiveproviaion  is  necessary. 

On  motion  that  the  business  in  order  be  post- 
poned 10  resume  the  motion  made  yesterday  to 
suspend  the  13ih  rule  for  doing  business  in  t^e 
Senate,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 
,  By  unanimous  coosenl,  ihe  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
Oovernment  during  the  year  I807,"was  read  (he 
third  time  as  amended,  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  commitiee  appointed  on  the 
SOihof  December  last, "to  inquire  vhat  amend- 
ments, if  aay,Bre  necessary  to  the  act  for  eslab- 
lishing  rules  and  articles  for  the  Kovernmeni  of 
the  Armies  of  tbe  Uoited  Slates"  b«  discharged. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  further  ap- 
pVopriaiions  for  fortifying  the  ports  and  barbora 
or  the  United  Stales,  and  for  building  gunboats/' 
waa  read  the  third  time  as  amended,  and  passed. 


dbyGoO^Ie 


103 


HISTORY  OF  CONORBSa 


IN 


Sbhatb. 


Hascb,  1807. 


Tbe  bill,  entitled  "Aq  act  aathoriziDg  the  set- 
tlement of  the  accounts  between  the  United 
BtBtea  and-  Willi«m  Eaton,"  was  read  the  third 
time.  On  the  question,  Sball  this  bill  pass  7  it 
vaa  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  16,  nafa 
13,  as  follows: 

Ts;l*— Huna.  Bajaid.BrBdlBf,  Clay,  Coadit,  Feo- 
ner,  Gilman,  Howluid,  Kitchel,  Macla;,  Pickering, 
BMd,  Smith  of  Mainland,  Smittt  of  Ohio,  8mUh  of 
TaoDKit,  Trac;,  and  White. 

NkTS — Mmob.  Adams,  Oaillard,  Oilea,  Lqfan, 
UitchiU,  Moon,  Plnmar,  Smith  of  TenneaMo,  Somtar, 
nrnatm,  Tnntet,  and  Worthin^a. 

Bo  it  was  Aeaofced,  That  this  bill  piss. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  conlpensB- 
ttOQ  to  Messrs.  Le#is  and  Clarke  and  their  com- 
panions," was  read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed. 

The  bill  from  tbe  House  of  Rraresentatives, 
entitled  "An  act  making  proTision  for  Iba  tlisp»-. 
aal  of  the  public  lands  situated  between  the  Uni- 
ted Statu  militaty  tract  and  the  Connecticut  Re- 
aerTe,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  read  ih^  third 
time,  and  paaaed. 

Tne  bill  from  the  Bouse  of  Representatives, 
entitled  "An  act  disappforing  of  an  act  passed  by 
the  OovernoT  and  Judges  of  the  Teiritorr  gf 
Michigan,  entitled  'An  Act  cooeeroiag  the  Bank 
of  Detroit,"  was  retd  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  RepreseniatiTcs, 
entitled  "An  act  providing  for  the  payment  of  the 
expense  incurred  by  the  military  preparations  for 
the  defence  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan  against 
the  .hostile  Indiana,  in.  the  year  1806/'  was  read 
the  third  time.  On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill' 
pass  1  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Repreaentative^ 
entitled  "An  act  supple  me  atary  to  the  act,  entitled 
'An  act  regulating  loe  grants  of  land  appropria- 
ted for  the  refugees  from  the  British  Provinces  of 
Canada  and  Nova  Scplia,"  was  read  the  third 
time.  On  the  queation^  Shall  this  bill  be  pos^ 
poned  to  the  next  session  of  Congress  7  it  wds 
determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
/entitled  "An  act  makiag  appropriations  for  carry- 
ing into  effect  a  treaty  between  the  United  Siatea 
•nd  the  Chickasaw  tribe  of  Indian^'  wiu  read 
the  third  time  as  amended.,by  ojianimous  consent 

Betohedt  That  thia  bill  pass  with  an  amend- 
ment. 

A  message  frotn  the  House  informed  the  Senate 
that  the  House  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
KCt  authorizing  the  discharge  of  Qilbert  Drake 
firom  his  imprisonment,"  in  which  they  ask  the 
conettrreoce  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  twice  read  by  tmaik- 
imoQs  consent,  and  referred  to  Meeus.  Bradlet, 
MiTCBiLL,  and  Aoajia,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

On  motion,  that  ibe  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representaiivea,  entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to 
an  act  entitled  'An  act  suppiemenlary  to  the  act 

SirovidiDg  for  a  Ngval  Peaoe  Establishment,  and 
or  other  purposes,"  be  now  read  a  third  time  by 
vnanimous  consent ;  it  was  objected  to. 
Oil  motion,  that  the  bill  from  the  House  of 


RegreseHtatives,  entitled  "An  act  repealing  the 
daiiea  on  salt,  and  continuing  in  force,  for  a  fur- 
ther time,  the  first  section  c^f  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  further  to  protect  the  commerce  aod  seamm 
of  the  United  States  against  the  Barbary  Pow- 
ers," be  now  read  the  tnird  time  by  unanimous 
consent,  it  was  objected  to. ' 
.  On  motion,  by  Mr.  Torneb,  the  Senate  return- 
ed the  consideration  of  the  motion  for  su^)ending 
the  twelfth  rale  for  conducting  business  in  the 
Senate,  which  lule  is  as  follows,  viz:  "Every 
'  bill  shall  receive  three  readings  pre viona  to  ita 
'  1>eing  passed  :  and  the  President  shall  give  no- 
'  tice  at  each,  whether  It  be  the  first;  second,  or 
'third;  whicn  readings  shall  be  on  three  different 
'  days,  unless  the  Senate  unanimously  direct  othei> 
'  wise ;"  and  a  motioni  was  tnade  tb  postpooe  the 
consideration  thereof  until  half  past  six  o'clock 
this  evening;  and  it'^araed  in  the  ne^tive. 
'  On  motion,  by  Mr.  AoAHe,  to  strike  out  the 
words  "be  suspended  for  tha  remaiad^r  of  the 
'session,"  and  insert "  he  abolished  ;"  it  passed  in 
the  negative — yeas  10,  nays  IT.  as  follows: 

Yms — McMta,  Adam*,  Bayud,  Billhonae,  Kitchel, 
PickoriDg,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  Ohio,  Tracy, 
Tomer,  and  Worthirgton.    ■ 

NatS— r-Menn.  Bradley,  Condit,  Fenner,  Oaillu^, 
Gilman,  Howland,  Logan,  Maclay,  Mi1ledge,'Mitchill, 
Moore,  Pluinet,  Reed,  Smith  of  Tenneane,  Smith  of 
Vermont,  Thruston,  and  White. 

Mr.  Bavabo  objected  to  the  original  motion  for 
the  suspension  of  the  12th  rule)  as  not  in  order; 
and  appealed  to  the  decision  of  the  President, 
who  decided  that  the  motion  was  in  order. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Adams,  to  amend  the  mo- 
tiOD,  and  to  insert,  after  the  word  "otherwise," 
"  and,  also,  the  IBth  of  the  said  rules  for  coodu^ 
ing  bustneat  in  the  Senate;"  to  wit: 

"  No  member  shall  kbaant  himaelf  from  Ae  aervica 
of  the  Senate,  withoot  leave  of  the  Senate  Ant  lAtaia.- 
ed.  .  And  ia  ease  a  ten  nnmber  tlua  a  qvorum  af  die 
Senate  dull  oonvene,  they  tit  hereby  anthoriaed  to 
a«»d  die  8er);Bant-at-Anna,  or  an;  nfher  peraoD  or  per- 
aona  try  Aam  abthoriaed,  fix  any  or  all  abaant  mem- 
bua,  aa  the  inaJori^  of  such  mambers  preaent  ahall 
agree,  at  tlia  expanse  at  and  abaant  mambara,  r^ 
^actttdy,  nnlaaa  nich  eicnaa  for  nan-attendance  ahall 
be  made,  aa  the  SMiate,  nhen  t,  qnonnn  is  coavaned, 
^lali  judge  anffldenti  and  in  that  cmaa,  the  enwnss 
shall  be  paid  oitt  of  the  cootjngent  fund.  And  this 
tula  ihall  apply  aa  w*U  to  the  first  convention  of  the 
Senate,  at  the  legal  time  of  meettng,  aa  to  eafii  day  of 
the  ■naaroti.  altar  Um  boor  haa  arrived  to  whieb  the 
Senate  stood  a^aumad :" 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  inotioD,  to  postpone  the  conaideratiim  of  the 
sabieat  for  oue  hour,  it  paaaed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion,, by  Mr.  TuRNali,  to  amend  the  ori- 
ginalmotion,  to  reed  as  follows : 

"  SaoM,  That  af  mnch  of  the  13th  rule,  for  ceo- 
ducting  buainesa  in  th«  Senate,  aa  requires  that  the 
Ihiee  readings  ahal]  be  on  three  di&rent  days,  onleaa 
the  Senate  uaanunouslv  direct  olherwiM,  be  •nipend- 
od  for  the  remainder  of  the  present  session :" 

It  passed  in  the  affirmative— y Us  15,  nays  11^ 
aafollowa: 
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Tkai — Hon*.  Coqdit,  fvanw,  Owlhrd,  Hawhnd, 
KhehBl,  Logui.  HbcIij,  HiUcilg«,  Moora,  Ra«d,  Smith 
«(  Mujluii;  Smith  of  ToonMaM,  Smith  of  Vermont, 
Tanm,  and  Worttut«loii. 

n*ii — Mean.  Aduiu,  Bajird,  Qihnu,  Billhoiu^ 
MibJtill,  PicksriiiK  Plumw,  Thnuton,  Tru?,  uid 
White. 

A  mewpige  Jroui  the  Hoqm  ioformed  the  Benato 
tbattbeHoiue  hare  paned  a  bill,' entitled  "An 
act  to  esublid)  certain  post  roads,  and  for  other 
p>>rpoaei;''aadj  alH>,  abill,.eD(itled  "Ai act  mak- 
ing compaiMtion  for  extra  lerTicesila  the  Got- 
ernor,  Judges,  and  Secretary,  of  the  Indiana  Ter- 
titorji"  in  which  Ihe;  deaire  the  concurrance  of 
the  Senate. 

The  Senate  reramed,  a*  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  bill  from  the  HoDie  of  Reprewnta- 
tivea,  eDtitled  "An  act  conceraiDg  invalid  pea- 
wonen;  and  tbe  President  having  reported  the 
bill  to  the  House  without  amendment,  tbe  bill 
ms  read  a  tbird  time,  and  paiMd. 

Tbe  bill  from  the  House  of  RefweMotatiTes,  en- 
titled "An  act  to  estabUih  certain  poit  road*,  and 
for  other  parpoaes,"  -waa  read  tbe  firat  and  aeeoud 
times.  On  tbe  question,  "Shall  this  bill  paaa  to 
the  third  reading  t  it  waa  deteimined  in  the  af' 
firmaiire. 

Tha  bill  from  the  Heme  of  Representatively 
entitled  "An  act  making  compenaatioa  for  extra 
scrricea  to  the  Oovemor.  Jndges,  and  Secretary, 
of  the  Indiana  Territory,"  waa  read  the  first  and 
•ecODd  limes;  and.  on  tbe  question,  Shall  thia 
bill  pass  to  the  third  reading?  it  was  determined 
in  the  affirmative. 

The  biil,  entitled  "An  aot  repealing  tbe  acts 
laying  dntiea  on  salt,  and  continuing  in  force^  for 
a  further  time,  the  BrsI  section  of  the  act,  entitled 
'Ao  act  further  to  protect  the  commerce  and  sea- 
men of  the  United  States  against  the  Barbary 
Powera,"  was  read  the  third  time  as  amended ; 
and,  on  the  qaeatioo.  Shall  this  bill  pass  as 
amendedl  it  was  determined  in  theaffirmative — 
yeas  17,  nays  7,  as  follows : 

Ta^a — ^Mmvs.  Bradley,  Condit,  Fenaer,  OaillBrd, 
HvwImh),  Kildiel,  Lonn,  Haday,  Milledge,  Moore, 
Heed,  Smith  of  HaiyUnd,  amhh  of  Ohio,  Smith  of 
TeuMNee,  Smith  of  Vement,  Turner,  and  Worth- 

YiAs— H««n.  Adama,  Oilman,  EUUhiHiae,  Pieker- 
l&K,  Pliuiiei,Tbiuston,  and  Trat^. 

The  bill,  eatitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  an  act. 
entitled  *An  act  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled 
'An  act  supplementary  to  the  act  providing  for  a 
Naval  Peace  Sstahllshment,  and  for  other  pnr- 
poaes,"  was  read  the  third  tirae,  and  paned. 

Adjourned  to  seven  o'clock  tnU  evening. 


Seven  e>dock  in  the  Evening. 

Mr.  BnADLXT,  from  the  eommittea  to  whom 

was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  author! 

the  dischargeof  Gilbert  Drake  froin  hia  impr 

iscnt,"  reported  the  same  without  ameodQ] 

and  the  bill  waa  read  the  third  time,  and  passed! 

Amotion  was  made,  by  Mr.  AoAiiB,as  follows: 

AsafcaJ,   That  a  eommittea  be  •wointad  on  thi 

pert  of  the  Snat^  with  aodt  aa  tbe  Honae  of  BefM- 


join,  to  wsit  on  tbe  PrsMdent  of  &• 
United  States,  and  inform  him  that,  unleH  be  may 
have  any  further  commnnicationa  to  make  to  tbe  two 
Houses  of  Congreai,  thay  are  read;  to  adjourn. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  coDstder  the  ameitd- 

ents  of  the-  Honae  of  Representatives  to  th« 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  confiritiinx  daims  to  land 
in  tne  district  ^  Tincennes ;  and  tbeywere  refer- 
red to  Messrs.  TBAcy,  BaAni.aT,  Bod  WonTamo- 

)K,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Tht  credentials  of  the  honorable  Ubiah  TnaCT, 
appointed  a  Senator  from  the  Slate  of  Conner 
tieut,  for  six  years,  from  and  after  the  third  day  of 
March,  in  the  year  of  oar  Lord  1B07,  were  pro- 
seoted  and  read,  and  lai'd^on  file. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  tbe  House  of  Repteaentalives  to  tbe  bill, 


Columbia  |"  and  concurred  therein. 

Jbe  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatiras, 
entitled  "As  act  authorizing  patents  to  issue  for 
lands  located  and  surveyei^  by  virttie  of  certain 
Virginia  resolution  warrants,"  waa  read  the  third 
time,  and  paaaed. 

Mr.  Tbacv,  from  the  committee  to  whom  were 
referred  the  amendments  of  the  Honae  of  B«- 
presentatives  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  confirm- 
ing claims  to  lands  in  the  district  of  Vincennea^ 
made  a  report:    Whereupon, 

Setolved,  That  the  Senate  concur  in  the  said 
amend  men  ta. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  conndetation  of  their 
amendments,  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Re- 
presenta lives,  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  allow- 
mg  an  additional  compensation  to  the  judges  of 
the  Mississippi  Territory,  and  extending  the  right 
of  sufirage  therein. 

JRetolvid,  That  the  Senate  do  insist  on  theii 
said  amendments. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  RejveseBtatireB, 
eatitled  "  An  aet  making  compensation  for  extra 
seryices  to  the  Governor.  Judges,  and  Secretary, 
of  the  Indiana  Territory,"  was  read  the  third  timi^ 
and  paased. 

Toe  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Repraeenia- 
I  ires,  entitled  "An  to  establish  certain  poet  roads, 
and  lor  other  purposes,"  T>a  read  the  third  tint, 
and  passed. 

The  Senate  reanmed  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee to  whom  was  referred  "  The  memorial  of 
sundry  merchants  of  Philadelphia,  praying  tha 
benefit  of  drawback  on  certain  Brncles  exported, 
aot withstanding  the  formalities  of  tha  laws,  by 
unaroidable  casualties,  have  not  been  complied 
with  i"  which  report  is  as  follows: 

"That  the  said  msBMiial  bs  rsfamd  to  tbs  8aa» 
taiy  of  the  Traaanry,  to  examine  tbe  marils  of  lbs  Ifr 
dindaal  claimaoftlu  patitJonera, and  that  he  report 
tha  santa  to  the  Senate  at  thetc  next  aaasioa." 

And  the  report  was  asreed  to. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Reprcaentatirei 
informed  the  Senate  thai  tbe  House  have  ap- 
pointed a  committee  on  their  part  tn  wait  on  the 
President  of  the  Uoited  States  and  notify  him  of 
the  intended  teeeas  of  Coagreas. 
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Betolved,  Titit  tfae  Bwiettrj  of  the  Senate  be 
cmthoriied  to  -par,  oat  of  (he  coDtineeot  fund  of 
tllia  HoUM,  to  Thomas  HarTer.  Jono  Matfien, 
Mhi  Franeis  Durity,  tbe  snni  of  flftr  do)Ure  eftch, 
and  lo  the  Chaplain  of  this  House  one  hDadred 
aad  flftf  doUara,  io  additioa  to  their  otual  com- 
pCDMtioD. 

Ht.  MrrcaiLL  reported,  from  the  joint  eOmmit- 
tee,  that  thr;  had  waited  on  the  Pretideoi  of  ihe 
United  Statei,  who  tDformed  them  th«t  he  had 
no  fliTtber  cotamtmicationi  to  mak«  to  tba  two 
HooMi  of  Cooyreis. 

Tbe  Seoate  took  into  coosideratioB  the  refla- 
tion of  the  HtniM  of  lUpresehtatiTea  for  the  ap- 


■RiMiK.  Maboh,  1S07. 

riiDtmeotof  a  joint  oommiltee  to  wait  on  the 
reijdedt  of  the  Daited  Siatex  to  acqoaiat  him 
with  the  ioiended  receM  of  the  two  HouM*  of 
Congress,  sod  agreed  thereto ,-  and  Meurs.  Mitcr- 
ILL  and  AoiHa  were  appointed  the  ctnnmiitee 
OD  the  |»rt  of  tbe  Seoare. 

A  meawge  from  the  Honae  of  RepreECDtatlrec 
idVirmed  tfae  Senate  that  the  Hoate  haTiaf  fin- 
ished the  boiiaess  before  them,  are  abont  to  sd- 
jouro.  TheSpcretarrwatltaen  dimled  toinrorm 
the  Honie  of  RenfewDiativea  that  die  Seiiat* 
having  fiotihed  the  bmioeaa  before  .tbem,  ar» 
about  to  adjoum,  wbereapoo,  the  Senate  adjonm- 
ed  without  day. 
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Moin>AT,I>eeaiiba  1, 1806. 

Tbia  being  th«  day  cppofnKd  by  tbe  Conctila- 
tiini  for  theannnal  meenog  orCntigrets,  itte  fol- 
lowlag  aaembera  of  ibe  House  of  RepreMOIAiim 
■ppcf  ted,  &od  took  their  seeti,  to  wit : 

From  Nob  HamptiiTe—ailw  Betton,  Ci^ib  Elln, 
David  BpDgU,  BuliDel  Teimej,  utd  Tbamu  W. 
Thampaon. 

From  J&MaEAw(M*--JoM>ph  Bukbr,  Barnabw  Bid  - 
wM,  John  Cbaaiter,  Oidiard  Cook,  Jacob  Croimia- 
Aield,  RidiHd  Owi%  Wi}lUm  Ehr,  iMith  L.  Qra«n, 
Beth  Haatiofi,  Jeremiah  Nelaen,  JcMiab.  (tniacj,  Bbe- 
■eui  Saaver,  WiHiam  Btedtnan,  8«maei  Tasgart,  and 
Joaepb  B.  Varnmn. 


IkkgoU  fiom  die  JKttiMippi  Tferritory— WilQim 


Ki.' 


B.a 

frem  N90  T^k—Joba  Blako,  v..  GUaa  H«lw7, 
John  RuAell,  Peter  Sk%,  Thona*  Sunmeu,  Uania 
O.  SchanNsu),  PhiBp  Tan  CoiHandt,  and  Killian  K. 

Ffvm  Ifew  Jtr$eif — Etra  DaAy,  Ebeneier  Elnei, 
Ji^  Lambert,  Jamei  Sloan,  and  Renrr  Southud. 

.From  Penruykania^lnac  i^ndenoQ,  David  Bard, 
Boheit  Brown,  Joeeph  Clay,  Frederick  Conrad,  Wil- 


■Mmriuttn.J 
JohnBeatJaea 


imuel  Smith, 

Joho  WhitciuU,  and  Robert  WhiteUn,  > 

FhUK  Drhmttcm    Tame*  H>  Broom. 

A*s  Jto^Nfanrf-ClMrle*  OolMwraagfa,  Patritk 
Masnider,  WiUu«ileCmi?,J«idKaMB.Mao(e,aiid 
Roger  Neiaon. 

Ami  Fuymo— Boiwdl  Biitft  Jdm  CUhome, 
John  Clopton,  John  DawM>D,  J^n  W.  EfM;  June* 
M.  Gamett,  Fetenon  Goodni),  Dtaiid  Holmai,  WaW 
tei  Jonee,  Joeeph  Lewii,jr.,  TbomM  Newton, jr,  *nd 
John  Randolph. 

Fnm  north  CiwCno— Walk  Alaton,  jr.,  Thoi 
KEnutiDuncanHacFurlandiNathanial  Macon,  5/t( 
tr,  Ridiard  Stanioid,  Joeeph  Winiton,  aul  Tboi 

From    SotUk    Coro&ia—William    Bntlei,  Robert 
Waiion,  Thomai  Mome,  and  DafM  R.  William*. 
fnm  OmfgUk-VmM  Barif,  and  UMA  MMhHihar. 


Two  new  memben,  to  wit;  froiQ  CoBn«eticii^ 
TnaoDoBi  Dviobt,  retQroed  to  serre  in  tbia 
House,  It  a'membet  for  Ihe  lald  State,  in  tbe  lOon 
of  John  CoUon  Sinitb.who  bas  reaisoed  ble  teat;' 
aod,  from  Tirgiaia,  Wiluau  A.  Bokwell,  t^ 
laracd  to  serve  in  ibis  House^  as  a  mcmbec  for 
Ihe  uid~8taie,  in  the  room  of  Christopher  ClailL 
who  hai  reiiEDed  bis  geat;  appeareo,  prodneed 
.tbeireredeiitialB,wet«  qualified,  and  tookmeii  Bcsta 

the  House. 

DAKian  Glark,  rtturaed  to  lerre  a&a  delegato 
from  tbe  Orleans  Territorf  of  the  United  Siale^ 
.appeared,  produced  bis  credentiab,  wuijualifled, 
,aDd  took  hie  seat  in  the  House. 

And  a  quorum  c<}nsisiing  of  a  majority  of  tb« 
whole  number,  being  present,  a  message  was  aent 
to  [be  Seoaie  to  inform  them  that  a  quoruo)  of  lll0 
House  is  usemMed,  and  ready  to  proceed  to  baai> 

~  TSS.     ■ 

A  mesMge  from  lb«  Beoate  informed  tbe  Hotisa 
thai  a  quorum  of  tbe  Senate  ii  asiembled,  aoJ 
ceadf  tD  proceed  to  busiaes*. 

Mr.  Dawson  and  Ur.  GfioaoB  W.  Campbbli> 
were  appointed  a  committee,  on  the  part  of  tbe 
House,  jointly,  with  such  commiltee  as  maf  be' 
appointed  OD  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  wail  oa 
(be  President  of  the  United  States,  and  ioforia 
bim  that  a  quorum  of  tbe  two  Houses  is  assem- 
bled, and  ready  (o  teeeiTe  any  commiinicatians' 
be  may  be  plirsted  to  make  to  them. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  tbe  HoQitf 
tbaC  the  Senate  have  appointed  a  commiltee  on, 
tb^t  part  for  tbe  same  purpose. 

Mr.  Sloan  laid  on  Um  the  table  a  resolotioD, 
so  to  alter  the  rules  of  ibp  Hoiue  tbat  the  sund- 
ing  committees  shall  in  future  be  chosen  by  bal- 
lot, and  that  committees  uhall  be  called  orcr  bf. 
the  Speaker  erery  Monday. 

Tbis  motion',  according  to  tbe  mlei  o£tbe  Haiue, 
wu  o'tdeted  to  lie  on  tbe  tablb. 
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Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  canie 
ihe  membera  to  be  furnished,  during  the  present 
■eEsioD,  with  three  newspapers  to  each  metnber, 
■uch  ms  the  members,  respeciirelr:  xbkll  choose,  lo 
he  delivered  at  their  lodsings;  and  thftt,  if  aoy 
member  «hall  choose  to  take  any  newspaper,  oiher 
than  a  daily  paper,  he  shall  be  furnished  with  as 
many  such  jmpers  as  shall  not  exceed  the  price  of 
s  diilypsper. 

Mr.'Dawsoit,  from  the  jainlcomviittte  appoint- 
ed to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
leporied  that  the  President  signified  lo  them  that 
he  would'  make  a  Communication,  In  writing,  lO' 
this  House,  to-morrow,  at  twelve  o'clock,  by  way 
«f  Message.  , 

Hr.  Elliot  tnored  that  the  House  should  pro- 
ceed to  appoint  iu  several  standing  committees. 

The  Spbaxbb  observed  that  while  the  motion 
made  by  Mr,  Sloan  was  pending,  he  did  not  con- 
aider  it  in  order  to  take  up  the  motion  last  made. 

On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  ALSTOit,  that  (he  ob- 
ject of  (he  moVer  mi^ht  be  attained  in  a  different 
way,  Mr.  Sloam  withdrew  for  the  present  his 
rootlbn. 

Mr.  Albton  then  moved  that  the  standing  eom- 
mittees  should  be  appointed  by  ballot. 


Clay,  and  oppmed  by  Mr.  Albtom  and  Mi 
81.OAH. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  was  carried — ayes  44, 
noes  42;  when  the  motion  to  appoint  the  commit- 
tees was  agreed  to. 

The  following  committees  were  appointed,  put- 
■uant  to  the  standing  rnlea.and  and  orders  0/  the 
House,  viz: 

.Committee  of  EUctvmt^l/it.  Findlet,  Mr.  Sl- 
■EB,  Mr.  EpFsa,  Mr.  CHiTTEnnEH,  Mr.  SoatiHB- 
MAK.  Mr.  61DWBLL,  and  Mr.  Buua. 

CommilUeof  Claim* — Mr.  HoLHBS.Mr.Moo'RE 
of  Maryland,  Mr.  Moqbb,  of  South  CarDlina,Mr. 
Bedin'obr,  Mr.  Stamfobd,  Mr.  Stanton,  and  Mx. 

TALLHAnOE. 

CommUlee  of  Qimmerce  and  Maaufacturet- 


Mr.  CBoVN(NsaiBi.i>,  Mr.  M'Chebby,  Mr.  EAitLY, 
Mr.  Dana,  Mr.  NifrroH,  Mi.  Mauqh,  and  Mi 

RlCHABDB. 

Commiltee  of  Wayt  and  MeoM—iAt.  Jocbph 
Cla^  Mr,  Eooeb  Nelsok,  Mr.  QumcT,  Mr. 
DavidR.  WiLLtAua,Mr.  MoBBLYiMr.  Oa^mstt, 
and  Mr.  Mbbiwbtheb.    . 

Committee  on  the  Public  Laadt—Mz.  Botlb, 
Mr.  MoB«ow|of  Ohio,  Mr.  DABBTiMr.  Babbstt, 
Mr.  RiraBBLL]  Mr.  Campbell,  of  Tennessee,  and 
Mr.  HABTiNQa. 

Commiltee  ofRemeeUand  Ui^niehed  Bwtineu — 
Mr.  Tenhbt,  Mr.  Albton,  and  Mr.  Glaiboknb. 

Commiltee  of  Accownti—l&j.  CoNBAn,  Mr.  Dav- 
BxroBT,  and  Mr.  Cdttb.  ^ 

Tu£bvat.  December  2. 

fievenl  bther  members,  to  wii :  from  New  York, 

HlNRT  W.  LlVIHBBTON,  and  Ubi  Tbacy  ;  from 

MaryUi>d,JoBN Campbell;  from  Virginia.  Joan 

Hobbow,  Tboius  M.  Rah  oolfh,  John  Shitb, 


R.  TfiDiii>aoH,and  Albzandeb  Wilson; 
from  Norlb  Carolina,  James  Hollano  ;  snd  from 
Sopth  Carolina,  Eliab  Eable  jappeaied,  and  took 
their  seats  in  the  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  theHonte 
that  the  Senate  have  resolved  that  two  ChaplaiitB, 
of  different  denominations,  be  appointed  to  Con- 
gress for  the  present  session,  one  for  each  House, 
who  shall  iniercharge  weekly. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  measage  do  lie  on  the 
table. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  Pbjesidsmt 
OP  TBE  Unitbo  States.  [For  which,  see  Senate 
proceediuKE  of  this  date,  ante,  page  11.} 

Onicrerf,  That  the  said  Message,  together  with 


Wedhebbat,  December  3.- 
reral  other  members,  to  wit :  from  New  York 
ta  Mabtebb  and  Datiu  Tbomab  ;  from  Ma- 
ryland, Leonabd  Cotinqtoh;  and  from  Soulk 
Carolina,  Levi  Caset;  appeared  and  took  their 
ats  in  the  House. 

Another  new  member,  to  wit ;  Kdwabd  Lloyp, 
IVgm  Marytand,  returned  10  serve  in  this  House 
IS  a  tnember  for  thesaid  State,  in.  the  room  of  Jo- 
jepb  H.  Nicholson,  who  hath  resigned  his  scat, 
appeared,  produced  his  .credentials,  was  qnalified, 
and  loolf  his  seat  in  the  House.  : 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolntioa 
of  the  Senate  for  the  appointnient  of  two  Ciuip- 
laJjiS  to  Congress  for  the  present  tcBsiont  one  by 
each  House,  to  interchange  weekly,  and  coneat- 
vtA  tbereio. 

A  Mesaafe  was  teceived  from  the  President  of 
the  United  Slates  commanicaiing  information  of 
the  state  of  the  nM:otiaiioii  depending  between  the 
United  States  Ibid  the  Qovernmeniof  Great  Brit- 
ain. The  Message  was  referred  to  Mr.  J.  Rah- 
DOLFB,  Mr.  Mabion,  Mr.  Van  Cobtlandt,  Mr. 
McCbebrt,  and  Mr.CHANDLEB.  ' 
On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  Clay,  it  was 
Beeolved,  That  a  comniitiee  be  appointed  to 
inq,uire  whether  anyaand  what,  amendments  are 
necessary  to  be  made  in  the  acts  establishiag  a 
post  office  and  pOst  roads  within  the  United  Scatei^ 
and  that  said  comBxttee  have  leave  to  tepi^rt  by 
bill  or  otherwise. 

.And  a  committee  vaa  appointed  of  Mr.  Vab- 
HVM,  Ur.  h^BsiWBTaBB,  Mr.  HoDoH,  Mr.  Dwiobt, 
Hr.  Cbittendbh,  Mr.  Sammonb,  Mr.  Sodth- 
ABo,  Mr.  Bard,  Mr.  Bboom,  Mr.  Covihoton,  Mr. 
Cloftok,  Mr.  WinBTon,  »r.  Bablb,  Mr.  Mob- 
row  of  Ohio,  Mr-  SanopobDj  Mr'.  Q.  W.  Caup- 
bell,  end  Mr.  Khioht. 

Mr.  J.  Clat,  afiera  few  preliminary  remarks 
on  the  inconveniences  to  which  a  large  portion  of 
the  population  of  the  cities  of  Pi)iladelphia  and 
New  York  are  exposed  from  their  remoteness 
^m  the  post  offices,  ofiered  the  following  tesoiu- 
iioo,with  a  view  to  remove  these  i neon reniencn : 
SetalMd,  That  the  Commitue  on  the  Peat  Ofics 
mai  foal  Boaik  bs  inttnieted  to  inqnin  into  the  eipa- 


dbyGoo^le 


mSTOBT  OF  CONGRESS. 


114 


Dbcbhbeb,  1806. 


R^fin 


e  of  the  Preridenti  Mettage. 


disne;  of  anltiorainB  the  povbauUr*  of  the  cUiM  of 
Philadelphia  >Dd  New  Torfc  to  ealriiliah  within  the 

■aid  dliea  or  tDbilrba  anj  nnmbtr  not  tirt^iag  ■ 

offices  kn  th«  teoeptloiLVid  diMribatton  of  letten. 

On  ^is  moiion  a  short  debate  arose,  ebieA^ 
tarning  on  the  propriety  of  making  the  inquiry 
more  general,  itf  eiteDdiKg  it  to  all  the  principal- 
lowTi*  .of  the  UoioD,  which  termioeied  in  the 
adoption  of  the  original  moiion,  roodilied  by  in- 
troducing  tii«  ciiiea  of  Waahington,  Baltimore, 
and '  Charleston,  &nd  the  towns  of  Boston  and 
Salem — yeas  59,  navt  21. 
'  A  nfessaiie  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  hare  anpoioted  the- Re*.  Mr. 
Satbs  to  be  one  of  the  Cnaplaios  to  Congress,  on 
their  part.  -  - 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Biowbll, 

Retolveii,  That'a  eammitt<^  be  appointed  tn 
consider  what  proriaioa  ought  to  be  made,  by  Uw, 
for  taking  evidence  in  cases  of  caotesied.election* 
of  members  of  the  Hoase  of  Representatires  of 
the  United  Btatea;  and  that  they  have  leare  to 
report  by  bill  or  otherwi^ 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bidwbll,  Mr.  Halset,  Mr. 
Smith  of  PenDsylfania,  Mr.  Shitb  of  Virginia, 
and  Mr.  Pitkin,  be  appointed  a  committee  pr~ 
siutnt  to  the  said  reiolurtaa. 

REFERENC£  OF  THE  MB8SAOB. 

Agreeablf  to  the  order  of 'the  daT,  the  House 
resofVed  itself  isto  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  Clerl  ha*iDS  read' the  Message  of  tbi 
President  of  the  United  States- 
Mr.  Dawson  offered  the  following  rcKblntioas, 
vhich  were'  agreed  to  without  a  division : 

1.  Etaakid,  That  so  much  of  the  Meaaaga  of  the 
PreaidenC  of  the  United  Strtea  aa  relataa  to  an  iuia- 
non  of  OUT  territor;  bj  the  troopa  of  Spain,  and  to  the 
adoption  of  meaaurea  tn  the  protection  thareof^  be  te- 
fcned  to  a  lelbct  committee. 

3.'  Rttohed,  That  ao  moch  of  the  Meaage  of  the 
IVeaideiit  of  the  United  Btatea  aa  relalaa  to  the  repain 
of  fortifioatiuu  and  to  the  fhrUier  protection  of  our 
porta,  towi^  and  rim*,  be  t«fan«3  to  a  aeleet  com- 


t  ae  nnCh  of  the  Maaiage  of  the 
PiMdeal  of  lb*  Dnited  Btatea  as  rdalea  to  a  mririMi 
and  amesdinant  of  the  lawa  br  the  pnuiiihoMnt  et 
diniaa  efainat  tiM  Uabed  Slataa,  bArcAmd  to  a  Miect 

4.  SetolBed,  That  aa  nmoh  of  the  Miiagi  of  tlte 
Pieaideiit  of  the  United  StolM  M  related  to  the  prohibi- 
tion of  the  AMcan  aUve  tn4*<  be  refened  to  a  aeleet 


6.  Mttokied,  TbMi  ao  mudi  of  the  Meiaage  of  the 
President  of  the  United  State*  aa  relates  to  a  anpprea- 
BOn  of  the  dutiea  on  salt,  to  a  continuation  of  the  Med- 
iteiraDeaii  fund,  and  to  the  itale  of  oar  leTenua,  be  re- 
faned  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Maana. 

S.  Raoltttd,  That  ao  much  of  the  MeMag«.  of  the 
Pirttiem  of  the  United  Sutea  a*  relate*  to  the  adop- 
tion of  mMWure*  preparatoi?  to  the  fbttue  appropris- 
lioD  of  the  aorpliiB  leveone  of  the  United  StalA*,  be  n^ 


Mr.  At^BTON  ofierrd  the  following  re«olaiion; 
whieh  waa  litewiae  agreed  to  without  a  dirision: 


7.  Retohed,  That  ao  modi  of  the  Me««g«  of  the 
Freaident  of  the  United  States  aa'  relate*  to  the  Anther 
iploring  of  the  Western  w^en,  be  referred  to  a  select 
committee. 

The  Committee  then  rose'  and  reported  their 
agreement  to  tbe  foregoing  resolutions,  in  which 
the  Hoose  coneutred. 

The  first  resolution  was  referred  to  Kfesars.  J. 
RtNOoLPa,  FiBK,  SAHoroBo,  O.  W.  Campbell, 
Bbowh,  Goldbbobodoh,  and  BdTlbb. 

The  second  to  Meaars.  R.  Nelson,  P.  B. 
Tbohpbon,  Tallhadob,  Rba  of  Pennsylvaiiia, 
Thomas,  BluOt,  and  Wthnb. 

The  third  to  Messrs.  Dawson,  Shilib,  Elt, 
Sloan,  and  T.  W:  Thompbok. 

The  fourthtoHesHs.  EABLTfT.  M.'Rakoolph, 
J.  Caupb&ll,  BkKNAHj  Cook,  Kellt,  and  Vak 
RersbblabR. 

The  sixth  to  Messrs.  Bidwell,  Rhea  of  Ten- 
nessee, &EDIIIOBB,  Mobbow  of  Ohio,  Olin,  Bet- 
ton,  StahYoh,  STnuoKB,  6aiu.y,  Lahbbbt,  R. 

WBITEHILLjBBOOHtLLQTO.BDBWCI.I.,Hoi.LA>ll^ 

D.  R.  Williams,  and  Easlt. 

The  seventh  to  Messrs.  Alston,  Babkeb, 
Blakb,  J.  WatTKRiLL,  and  Morbow  of  Virgioia. 

Thubbdat,  December  4.  , 
,  Another   member,  to  wit:   Tboha8  Bloort, 
fnun  North  CaioliBBL  appeared  and  to«^  his  seat 
in  th^Hoose.  —    '    *''^ 

The  House  jHooMded,  by  ballot,  fa)  (he  appoint- 
ment of  a  Chtplaio  (o  Congress,  on  tbe  part  of 
this  House,  and,  upon  esamining  the  ballots,  a 
majority  of  Ih^vbtes  of  the  whole  Hoaae  was 
found  in  (aror  of  the  Rev.  Mi.  Elliot.  ' 

Mr.  J.  Randolpb,  from  ibe'commiitee  to  whom 
wis  referred  the  Message  of  the  President  of  yes- 
terday, asked  leave  to  report  by  bill ;  which  hav- 
ing been  given,  Mr.  R.  reported  tbe  folkwiog  bill: 
An  Act  to  aoipend  tbe  operation  of  an  act,  ^titl«d 

"An  act  to  prohibit  tbe  impoitation  of  certain  gooda, 

wares,  and  merchandiae,"  and  to  remit  the  penaltiea 

tncarried  under  the  aame. 

Be  it  aia^tdy  by  VU  Stnide  tmd  Ibtue  <^  Satrt- 
trtlatmu  of  the  Ifniltd  Statei  Of  Amaiai,  in  Cim- 
grm  imtmhlei.  That  the  operation  of  the  act,  paaied 
aa.  the  8th  day  of  April  lest,  entitled  "An  act  to  pro- 
hitnt  the  im|iortalion  of  certain  goodai  warea,  and  met- 
diandiM,"  be,  and  the  same  bei«b«  is,  su^ended  antil 
the — —day  of- — .next     •         >» 

And  he  it  /artier  eaaeUd,  That  sllpenaltlea,  ftnss, 
and  fbileitarea,  which  may  have  been  irwuired  by  vir- 
tue of  the  prariaiaa*  of  the  a^iresaid  ad,  be,  and  the 
aame  hereby  are,  reapectiiely  remitted.  This  act  ahall 
tsLe  efiect  from  and  after  the  paaainB  tbenoC 

Read  twtee,  andrBfenedtoaCommiltteof  tha 
Whole  to-morrow. 

BHIDOB  ACROSS  THE  POTOMAC. 

Mr.  Lewis  called  the.  attention  of  the  Hoose  to 
the  subject  of  ereciiog  a  bridge  across  the  Poto- 
mac, wbich  had  been  fuHy  diacuised  the  last  sea- 
sioo.  Omng  to  the  late  period  of  the  session,  ot 
1 0  some  other  circumsiaoce,  the  bill,  which  had 
pBEsed  tbe  House  for  this  purpose,  had  been  post- 
potted  by  the  other  brBnoh  of  the  Legislature  to 
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this  session.  That  the  subject  mtghl  again  re- 
ceive a  full  invesLigtlioa,  he  moved  ihe  refereoce 
oj'  the  report  of  the  select  cominiuee,  logeiber 
with  all  ihe  docuaieats  connected  with  the  busi- 
ness, lo  a  select  cammiltee,  with  leave  to  report 
by  bill  or  otherwise;  whica  motion  was  agieeil 
to— veas  57,  nays  29. 

Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  Maohddek,  Mr.  Cabbt,  Mt. 
CoviHOTON,  and  Mr.  Qoobwtm,  were  appointed 
the  cotninittee. 

PniDiT,  December  6. 

Another  member,  lo  wit :  Etan  Albundbb, 
from  North  Carolina,  appeared,  and  look  his  seat 
in  I  he  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Qabnett  be  excused  from 
serving  oo  ibe  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  j 
and  that  Mr.  John  R*RBOLPRbeappoiiitedof  tbe 
said  committee,  in  his  place. 

NON-IMPORTATION  ACTT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  John  IlANDOLrB,'ibe  Bouse 
resolved  itself  into  a  Commitiee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  bill  to  suspend  the  operation  of  an  act.  eoti*. 
tied  "An  act  to  prohibit  tbeimportation  of  tfertain 
goods,  wares^and  mercbattdise,"  and  to  r^mit  ibe 
peDalties  iocuired  nndw  the  same. 

The  bill  is  as  follows: 

B*  it  enacted,  ^  Thst  theopsnUoo  of  the  ael  pMs- 
ed  on  tbe  ISth  da;  of  April  lut,  eoiitlad  "An  mt  to 
piohibit  Hit  importation  of  eartaia  gaoda,  win^  and 
neiebsndise,''  b«,  u>d  Che  mna  benbjr  is,  so^adsd 
iintil  the dsy  irf next 

And  be  it  furthiT  otaeted.  That  all  jtenaltiei.  Sacs, 
and  forintures,  ivhich  may  hare  besa  incurred  by  vir- 
tue of'tha  protiiioos  of  i£a  ■fbrMaid  sot,  be,  end  ths 
nme  hereby  are,  r(isp«:tiTel;  rtmtlwd.  This  actiduU 
lake  efiect  ttvta  and  sflcj  the  paasinf  thereof. 

Tbe  first  section  of  the  bill  having  been  read — 

Mr.  J.  Randolfb  said,  there  were,  two  periods 
meniioned  in  the  select  committee,  which  reported 
the  bill,  as  proper  to  fill  the  l^laok  in  the  first  sec- 
tion; the  first  was  the  first  day  of  June;  tbe 
'  other,  some  time  within  the  next  eetaion  of  Con- 


gress, say  the  31i[  of  December.    U  would  be  r&. 
(olleEiedthatila-theMessB^i  -  -    - 
suspension  of  tbe  act,  eotiifed 


je  of  the  Preaideni,  tbe 
,  _  :d  "An.act  tO'prohibil 
the  importation  of  oertain  goods,  warn,  and  mer- 
vhaDdwa,"  is  reoomnended  on  two  moiirea;  tbe 
first  a  iDotive  of  cone iliaiion  toward*  Oreat  Brit- 
ais;  thi^  second,  from  a  r^rd  to  oar  own  con- 
TflBienee.  It  was  trnpposed,  iD  the  select  eomtnit- 
fM,  that  if  ibe'aet  should  be  suspended  for  a  very 
Aon  period,  h  would  answer  (leilher  of  these 


— e  the  pasMge  of  the  &w  was  known,  it  would, 
as  to  all  the  purposes  of  ctwciliaiion,  be  unsatis- 
factory ;  and,  at  the  samo  time,  that  the  merchants 
vould  not  be  able  to  send  tbcir  orders  abroad  in 
time  to  receive  returns  before  the  act  should 
aMin  be  suspended  in  its  operation  and  effect. 
Under  this  view  of  tbe  subject|  the  major  part  of 
the  committee,  at  the  instigation  pf  two  gentle- 
men  representing  coi&i&ercial   towns,  were    of 


opinion  that  th<  auspensiaa  sbauld  extend  into 
the  next  sasion,  Tnev  were  likewise  of.  tbis 
opinion  on  other  grounds.  If  the  act  should  be 
suspended  to  i  period  between  this  and  tbe  enju- 
'  Lgaesaion,  it  might  so  happen  as  to  take  efiect 
^Iter  our  differences  w,ilh  Great  Britain  should  be 
accommodated.  They  were  of  this  opinion  from 
another  eonsidetaiion.  If,  tutfqr innately,  and 
contrary  to  the .  present  [Hospect,  tbe  oesotiaiioik 
should  fail,  and  an  open  rupture  eoHue  Detweeo 
the  two  nations,  the  commiicee  were  not  of  apin' 
ion  that  the  suspension  of  the  prohibitory  act,  for 
'a  few  months,  would  be  of  material  importance 
OD  the  interests  of.  either  party;  but  that  meaAUre» 
of  a  stronger  character  would  be  required.  Mr> 
R,  said,  he  had  thus  given  tbe  views  which  influ- 
enced tne  committee!  -  The  committee  would  fill 
tbe  blank  with  either  day,  as  it  should  suit  their 
pleasure.  He  W&uld  move  to  fill  it  with  the  31at 
day  of  December,  in  order  to  tr^  tbeir  sense}  at 
tbe  same  lime,  he  did  not  feel  it  important  that. 
the  blank  should  be  filled  with  .that  day,  or  any 

Mr.  SifiLii  obserrad,  that  there  w«f  e  two  points 
which  apptarad  to  bim  to  conlsia  the  marrow  of 
tbe  bill  j  the  first  was,  wbeiberth^  probibitary  act 
sboald  be  suapended  7  and  ihe  second,  to  what 
lime  the  suspension  should  be  made?  The  last 
point,  it  WW  more  difficult  to  agree  abootllMn  tbe 


■ubjecL  He  wajt^iihself  not  altogether  prepare^ 
to  say  what  woiM^be  tbe  ptoper  period.  He  waa 
friendly  (6  the  suspension,  but  he  bad  not  made 
up  his  mirid  as  to  tbe  time. 

Mr.  J.  CI.AV  said,  it  was  asofel  to  fill  up  tfa« 
blanks  in~  Committee  of  the  Whole.  If  his  col- 
leuue  were  doc  disposed  to,  agree  to  filling  tbe 
billwich  the  31st  December,  it  would  be  ctay^ 
when  the  bill  should  be  considered  in  the  House, 
to  vote  against  concuntng  in  tbe  uptirt  of  lb« 
committee. 

Mr.  FiHDLET  said  both  modes  of  fillip  blaaka 
were  usual,  and  either  was  pursued,  acoordiag:  ta 
die  oonvenlcBiie  of  the  Uousa  Aa  fiUinf  the 
bUnk,  id  this  iastatwe,  was  of  vreat  impattn^e, 
aad  as  tbe  Houaa  had  aa  yet  had  little  tiae.to  te- 
fleet  upon  i^  Iw  honed  tbe  motion  to  fill  dte  blank 
would  be  poatponed  until  tbe  bill  waa  carried  into 
tbe  Honaa.  He  was  fiftendly  to  the  principle  of 
the  bill,  bat  bad  not  made  'op  bis  mtttd  witfa  re* 
gard  lo  tbe  period  for  wbicb  jt  would  be  best  to 
suspend  the  ^ohibitpry  act 

The  qnestion  being  put,  the  motion  to  fin  ths 
blank  with  the  3Isl  of  December  was  disagreed 
K>— ayes  48,  noes  62. 

Tbe  CHAiaauLN  baving  read  the  second  sec* 

,  Mr.  K.  NGLflOH  declared  himself  unpiepaKd  to 
give  bis  vote  u^n  it.  If  be  recollected  the  [vo- 
visioQs  of  the  existing  laws,  they  gave  to  the  i»i 
former  a  part  of  the  penally  aeenong  inm  tbein 
infraction.  The  Dnited  Staie^  however  they 
might  give  n£  the  penalties  which  bad  accruea 
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to  them,  h>d  na  right  to  nmit  ttt>t  part  of  thmi 
wkieh  had  become  ibe  property  of  the  mformer. 
Hetubmiiled,  therefore,  the pro{)riety of voameDd- 
iagtiiia  ■eclirm  tta  to  MVeiKe  rightsof  the  latter. 
The  aerer^l  proriMooi  of  the  uwa  on  tbia.  aub- 

J'ect  hsTiDg  bran  read,  a  debate  of  considerable 
eogth  arose  on  the  neceasity  of  the  propiwed 
amendment. 

Its  Deceniiy  vta  cbiKehded  for  by  Menre.  R. 
Nblsom.  Q.  w.  CAHPBBI.L,  Dawboh,  and  FiNt*- 
LET,  aniioppoaed  by  Mesar*.  J.  Clay,  Bidvbll,J. 
Ran  M)  LPS,  and  CHO«iiiicaHiB«D. 

By  tbe  former  leoUemcD  it  was  conlended  that 
ft  Tested  right  became  attaefati  to  theiDromier,or 
officer  of  custom*,  which  the  United  Stale*  could 
sol  morally  divest ;  and  that,  allhongh  the  See^ 
retary  of  tbe  Treariiry  wat  aitthorized  by  law  to 
nrnit  all  forfeiture*,  yet  ihat  Coagrest  could  ikot, 
theauelvea  remit  ihc'ra.- 

Oa  lk«  other  hand,  it  wu  nmf ntaioed  that  Cod- 
gress,  bnTing  giTen  tne  entire  power  of  remiation 
of  forfeitureB  to  tbe  SeoreUry  of  tbe  Tteaaary, 
W««  aa  competCDt  themadvei  to  remituhewaa, 
and  that  the  power  which  they  hadbcatowed  on 
an  inferior  BzccntiTe  officer  they  iftn  thNimelTei 
eonapeteatt  to  exerciae. 

Id  the  eearse  of  tbii  ainmeM.  Mr.  Q.  W. 
CAmp«bix  moved  that  the  COBMnitiee  should  riae, 
and  ujt  leare  to  ait  avajn, 

This  motion  wa^  nowavcr,  withdrawn,  nader 
the  impresaion  that  the  btaak  would  not  be  filled 
OBtil  lite  ihird  reading  of  the  bill. 

Tb«  Committee  .then  ro«^  and  rtportad  their 
Bfreament  to  the  bill  withont  amendment- 
Mr.  Dawbon,  to  try  tbe  aenae.of  tbe  Honae  on 
ttae^atiiMXiaaai  in  Committee,.  oSered  the  fol- 
lowug  amendment ;    . 

Prmdid,  That  nBthinK  bartin^  wntadnad  duU  b« 
CHUtnied  tcF  aflbet  the  right  or  dakn  of  aay  penoo,  to 
■ny  part  of  anj  BneipcduKir,  or  fMftitnr^  lAcaiTed  by 
llw  breach  of  (he  act  afeee«a)d,wbi^  audi  paraanahaU 
or  may.b*  sotitM  to,  byTiitae  of  the  aaid  law, 
caaaa  whei«  a  proaei  '  -  ■ 
tematton  baa  baen 
act;  tlwaiBoantof' 

wtmti  and  valued  b;  a  proper  judge  or  court  m  aatmi' 
nary  manner. 

The  aignme&i, eotnmeneed  in  Committee,  was 
reamed  by  the  aame  gentlemen,  when  the  quea- 
tioo  Was  takan,  and  the  amendment  diHgreei  lo 
— ayea  12. 

Mr.  J.  Rasdolpb  said,  after  what  had  pawed, 
the  Honae  would  not  aacribe  lo  him  a  wish  to  pre- 
diHiaie  the  dedsiDn  on  filliog  the  blank  in  the 
first  tectioD.  He  liad.  indeed,  no  auoh  intntion. 
Vhen  in  Committee,  lie  had  avoided  saying  any- 
thing «■  (o  the  principle  or  expediency  of  the 
meastire ;  nor  should  he  touch  these  pointa,  if  at 
all,  till  Iheiaealion  irhelber  the  bill  saotild  pass, 
or  not,  was  iairly  Wore  the  House  T  But,  he 
moM  appeal  to  gendemen,  whethet  the  intereats 
ot  the  United  States  ccAild  be  materially  affected 
by  an  additional  suspeneion  for  thrpe  days,  three 
in*kr  or  three  monihil  The  antiject  nad  been 
rery  folly  debated  the  last  session,  and  gentlemen 
ooold  totely  make  up  iheir  minds  whetEei  it  were 


Mt  for  the  suspension  to  operate  to  the  end  of  iba 
saion,  or  to  tbe  SOtbof  Juiie,  or  toa  laier  period? 
his  wu  one  of  those  minoT  .^ueatiaos  tliat  did 
Di  require  much  time  fur  cooaideration,  and  har- 
ig  decided  that  the  anspenaion  should  not  be  ex- 
tended to  the  31at  of  Drcember,  there  could  be 
little  difficulty  in  fixing  an  intermediate  day.  Ha 
should,  therefore,  move  lo  fill  the  btaok  with  the 
30ih  of  June,  although  he  did  not  ,mean  to  press 
themoiioD.  Heanderatood  thai  waa  thequarler 
dav  at  the  Treasurv. 

Mr.  Ai^rttn  said,  when  ha. voted  in  Committee, 
against  filling  tbe  blank  with  the  31st  of  Decem- 
ber, ii  waa  not  because  be  waaabsoluielr  asaiost 
that  day,  bat  because  bis  miod  Was  not  made  np 
with  respect  to  the  moat  proper  day  at  which  lO 
limit  the  luspeiuiioa.  Hehad  heard  noibing  since 
to  satisfy  his  mind  on  this  head.  He  hoped,  there- 
fore, that  tbe  blank  would  not  be  filled  niitil  tha 
third  reading  of  tbe  tjilL 

Mj.  J.  Clat  remarked  that,  when  ha  aeeonded 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
}.  RAHDou'a.')  it  was  with  a  perfect  knowledge 
that  it  would  be  competent  to  the  Hoose  to  fili 
the  bladk  on  (he  third  reading  of  the  bill.  But, 
be  would  ask,  whether  there  would  not  exist  a 
difficulty  in  fixing  tbe  period  of  suspension  at  any 
day  short  6t  the  comnteneeineni  of  the  next  ses- 
sion of  CoDgrcss'I  .And,  if  there  were,  wbelhei 
there  would  notariaea  necessitv  of  placiiigsoms- 
Wkere  a  dispensing  power?  He  hoped,  irom  all 
heeoold  collect,  thai  all  difTereiMes  between  the 
two  Otmmincata  would,  before  that  day^  be  ro- 
moved.  Well,  euppoae  a  treaty,  in  ail.respccta 
p^ectly  aatiafac^ory,  should  be  concluded,  aad 
tbe  prohibitory  act  only  suspended  until  the  30th 
of  June,  witbotit  any  power  existing  to  dispense 
with  iti  The  bill  must  again  go  into  effect  not- 
withatatading  all  the  causes  which  gave  rise  to  it 
have  ceased.  He  believed  it  was  not  competent 
to  amend  a  bill  oa  its  third  reading,  unless  by. 
unanijniotM  consent.  For  this  reason,  be  wishetl 
that  the  blank  misbt  be  filled  with  the  30th  of 
June,  and  an  amen^meiu  introduced^  authorizing 
a  further  auspenston,  in  cake  oar  difierences  shall 
be  adiusied.  If  this  course  were  adopted,  be  be- 
lieved every  gentleman  would  be  satisfied. 

Mr.  Shilie  moved  to  postpone  the  further  con- 
eideraiion  of  .the  bill  to  Monday. 

Mr.  J.  Ranbolfb  hoped  that,  if  the  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  were  postponed,  it  would  not  be 
till  Momlay.  He  considered  the  bill  of  some  iio- 
portauce  to  two  classes  of  persons ;  to  the  mer- 
chants, and  still  more  so  to  the  Southern  planters^ 
It  was  cenoidered,  by.  those  who  understood  its 
operation,  as  of  material  importance  to  the  coitoa 
planter*.  .  He  supposed,  between  this  day  and  to- 
morrow, every  genttemaD  would  be  able  to  make 
uphia  mind  whether  it  would  be  expedieiit  tosus- 
pesfl  the  prohibitory  law  for  ihreej  six,  or  nine 
months.  The  period  appeared  to  him  compara- 
tively an  uBimporlant  qnestion;  whereas,  that  of 
tbe  lull  coming  soon  into  operation,  was  of  great 
irbportaaca  to  the  planlerfa.  If  passed,  it  would 
have  a  considerable  effect  on  orders  aDroad  and 
IKojecU  at  hoioe.    If  a  poatptineaieat  took  place^ 
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,  he  hoped  lhe,Hou»e  iroold  adjootn  till  lo-mot 
row,  and  its  coasid«ritipn  be  mea  resumed.  A 
the  other  Hoose  were  leDerally  hiore  tardjr  i: 
their  proceedings,  it  could  scBrcely  be  expected  ti 
get  in  operalioQ  to  len  ihaa  eight  or  ten  dsya; 
sod'  that  period  would  be  takeo  from  the  petiod  of 
■uspenaioi),  ghoil  as  it  migbt  be. 

The  motion  to  postpone  the  hill  lo  Monday  wu 
disagreed  id — aves  29. 

Mr.  Shilih  then  moTeda  poElpoqemeat  till 
morrow ;  which  was  carried — af  ee  60.. 

In  the  coarse  of  the  debate,  Mr.  R.  Nblson 
marked,  as  an  inducement  to  the  prompt  passage 
of  the  bill,  Ihtt  he  was  informed  that  Mr.  Merrf, 
the  late  British  Minister,  about  to  sail  for  Bog- 
land,  waa  waitii)g  to  learn  thi  fate  of  it 

SATuanAT,  December  6. 
NONJMPORTATIOH  ACT. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  to 
■UBpeod  the  o|»raiion  Of  an  act.  entitled  ^An  act 
toprohibil  the  importatioQ  of  certain  goods,  wares, 
and  merchaodise,"  and  to  remit  ibe  penalties  in- 
curred under, the  same;  when  the  first  section 
thereof  being  again  read,  in  the  woids  followiDg, 
to  wit: 

Sac.  \.  Beit  etutefeJ  by  the  Seriate  and,  Hmue  of 
Xqrreienlathet  of  the  United  Slate*  of  Anuriea,  \fi 
Congren  oMoniied,  TttiX  the  oporatMn  of  tha  u^ 
patwd  on  the  eighlMiith '  daj  of  April  Isat,  andtled 
"An  act  to  probiblt  tba  iiBportktiDn  of  oertain  gooda, 
wares,  and  merctkaitdiia,''  be,  and  the  aaato  berabr  ia, 
■upended  aotil  the' daj  of next. 

Tne  Spbaxer  observed  that  when  l)ie  bill  wis 
Testerday  under  cooEideration,  the  qcrestion  pend- 
ing was  on  filling  the  blank  in  the  first  Section 
— -h  the  words  "Jane  3^,"  (the  da^  until  which 


it  was  proposed  to  tuspend  tne  prohibitorr  act.) 
At  the  reAuest  of  Mr.  J.  Rakdolph,  the*' 

■age  of  the  President  of  the  3d  instant 
Sir.  J. 


e.Met- 

r.  RAKDOLrH  Ib^n  said,  that  wlien  he  had 
made  the  motion  in  committee  to  fill  tbe  blank 
with  ib«  30{b  of  June,  he  had  done  it  onder  the 
impression  that  the  House  had  expressed  their 
diss pproba lion  of  a,  suspension  to  so  long  a  day 
a*  the  Slat  of  December.  But  It  seemed,  from 
aoaxa  obserrationa  which  bad  been  made  in  the 
House,  that  some  geottemen' who  Toted  against 
the  sunpensinn  until-  tbe  next  session,  had  voted 
in  this  way,  not  4>ecause  they  were  opposed  to 
that  day,  bat  merely  because  tbey  had  not  fully 
considered  thesubject.  He  woald,  therefore,  with- 
draw his  motion  to  fill  the  blank  with  tbe  30tb  of 
June,  and  renew  his  motion  to  fill  it  with  the  31st 
day  of  December.  He  did  this,  not  only  from  the 
motives  he  had  mentioned,  but  from  other  mo- 
tives, which  struck  his  mind  with  great  force, 
mndVhich  if  gentlemen  eiteoded  to  them,  they 
would  find  of  conslderaUe  weighL  (Sentlemen 
have  said  that  they  are  disposed  to  pass  the  sus- 
pending taw,  became  the  conduct  of^  Great  Brit- 
ain, which  they  deemed  tbe  last  year  hostile  to 
US,  had  since  materially  changed.  .  Now  if  this 
were  a  fact,  (the  accuracy  of  which  be  was  not. 
about  at  present  -to  discuM,)  what  wu  llw  infer- 1 


ence  1  If  at  the  last  session,  when  gentlemea 
deemed  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain  hostile  to 
Qs,  tbey  suspended  the  operation  of  the  prohibi- 
tory act  to  toe  IStliofNoveiuljer ensuing,  surely, 
a  fortiori,  gentlemen,  who  deemed  the  conduct  of 
tbat  Qorernment  so  mateFJally  chnoged,  would 
agree  to  a  sospeniion  for  a  period  as  much  looger 
as  woald  be  equiTalent  to  tne  change  in  her  eon- 
duct.  It  might  he  said  that  the  reason  for  tbe 
suepension  at  the  last  seesiob  did  not  now  cxis^ 
as  It  wu  then  necessary  to  give  a  greater  len^ 
of  notice  of  the  going  into  operation  of  so  im- 
portant a  law. .'  True:  bat  no  gentleman  ^wonld 
say  ikat  a  period,  so' long  as  that  allowed,  waa 
then  neceaaary,  ns  it  was  only  requisite,  in  tbia 
point  (rf'  view,  to  allow  time  for  the  iorormation 
of.  the  passage  of  the  act  to  be  received  before 
the  sailing  of  the  Spring  resaels.  Under  this 
view  of  the  subject,  he  would  renew  his  motion 
to  fill  the  blank  with  the  31st  day  of  December. 

"Mr.  Elliot  hoped  the  motion  would  prevail. 
He,'iDdeed,  verymtMh  regretted  ihki  ic  hsd  bnen 
negatived  in  Committee  of  the  Whole-  He  btA 
never  considered  the  prohibitory  act  as  valuably 
but  as  indicating  the  spirit  of  the  Americnli  peo- 
ple, and  as  leading  the  way  to  strong  mraAUrM 
in  case  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain  shoold  re- 
quire them.  He  was  willing  to  part  with  it  for  a 
reasonable  disposition  towstdsaceommodation  on 
the  part  of  Great  Britain,  ivbich  they  lud-  been 
assured  existed  at  preaent.  In  the  present  state 
of  our  foreign  affairs,  when  a  European  Poww 
had  frequently  invaded  our  territory,  he  thought 
there  were  strong  reasons  for  being  un  good  tertna 
with  Gfreat  Britain.  He  contemplated  the  'pro- 
hibitory law  aa  «  mete  matter  of  temporary  pd- 
icy,  lot  as  forming,  a  part  of  a  permaoent  system 
of  conraieTGial  warfare  with  Great  Britaili.  Mr. 
B.  9id  there  was  one  reason,  which  ought  to  d» 
cide  the  vote  of  the  House  on  ibii  queation.  If 
gentlemen  viewed  the  prohibitory  law  aa  a.inera 
matter  of  temporary  policy,  and  if,  as  they  had 
been  assured  by  tbe  Executive,  the  pending  nego- 
tiations were  likely  to  issue  in  a  satisfactory  re- 
sult, surely  they  ought  no  longer  to  keep  the  ag- 
ricultoral  and  commercial  ioteresis  in  snspense, 
to  tbe  measures  contemplated  to  be  pursued  on 
ir  arrangements  with  Great  Britain.-'  For  one, 
I  should  be  witling,  after  the  assurances  thef 
had  received  of  the  frieodly  disposition  of  the 
British  Qovernment.  and  from  his  sense  of  the 
inefficiency  of  the  law,  to  repeal  it  altogeiher. 
And  although  gentlemen  should  be  disposed  to 
hold  it  up  Ml  temrm  to  Great  Britain,  why  not 
shaped  It  for  a  year,  or,  at  all  events.permit  tba 
suspension  to  cease  anring  a  session  of  Coagressi 
Suppose  a  majority  shall  say  that  tbe  snspendiog 
act  shall  cease  in  June  or  July,  the  non-importa- 
act  will  tb'en  be  again  in  force.  How,  then, 
our  merchtnis  wub  any  safety  lake  their 
Why  leave  tbe  subject  in  doubt, 
when  tbey  were  convinced  that  the  spirit  which 
presides  over  the  pending  negotiations  wiU  pro- 
duce a  favorable  result?  For  these  reasons  Mr. 
K.  said  he  hoped  the  preaent  motion  wonld  pr«- 
vaiL 
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Mr.  BiDffELL  obseiTfd  that  ,wiih  the  gentle- 
mia  from  VennoDtj  who  had  just  sac  dowp,  he 
could  say  that  tbe  prohibitory  act,  the  openiion 
of  which  was  proposed  to  be  suspended,  leeeired 
his  Tote  at  the  time  of  iu  passage.  Bui,  like  him. 
he  could  not  add,  that  his  view  of  ihe  poliey  of 
the  measure  bad  changed.  Farther  reSeotion 
bad  coDfirmed  bim  in  lh«  belief  of  ita  wiadom 
and  justice;  aad^ experience,  daring  ttte  short  pe- 
riod irhich  has  ioterTened,  tfks  added  the  weight 
of  its  sanction.  The  act  had,  so  far,  erideatlf 
produced  a  aalalary  eSecl.  He  bad  no  baHtalion 
ID  saying  that  it  had  an  infloenee  in  prodneij — 
the  accommodating  spirtt  which,  at  the-^te 
the  last  despatches  from  our  CommissioDers,  w 
manifested  on  (he  part  of  Great  Britain  towards 
the  United  States.  Coorinced  of  the  soundness 
of  our  policy,  he  should  by  no  means  be  witling 
to  see  ii  abandoned  by  a  repeal  of  the  act.  On 
the  cotitrary,  he  hoped  the  act  would  be  retained 
and  enforced,  and  that  further  steps  would  be 
taken  in  tbe  same  system  of  policy,  unless  it 
should  be  rendered  nnneeessary  by  satSsfaciory 
eoQventionnl  artangemeDta.  "Yet,  consistently 
with  this  system ,  be  was  williog,  for  the  reasons 
stated  in  tbe  President's  Message,  to  suspeod  the. 
operation  of  the  act  for  a  reasonable  time,  butnot 
for  so  long  a  time  as  had  been  moved  by  tbe  gen- 
tleman  from  Virginia.  The  object  of  the  pro- 
posed suspension  was  twofold :  First,  to  meet  a 
conciliatory  disposjiio a  on  the  part  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, with  the  proof  of  a  disposition  equallyoon- 
ciliatory  on  our  part ;  and,  secondly,  to  give  a 
full  and  fair  opporiuaity  for  concluding  a  negoti- 
ation, which  had  been  delayed  by  causes  not  of 
a  suspicious  or  ufifriendly  nature.  If  we  bad 
reason  to  believe  that  ihedelay  was  an  intentional 
procrastinaliott  for  the  rarpoae  of  delndiog  us,  or 
for  gaining  time  to  tase  advantage  of  events,  it 
would  be  a  sufiScient  objection  to  any  suspension. 
But  be  saw  no  groandforsaoh  a  Mispioion.  They 
Trere  assured  that  the  negotiation  was  in  a  favor- 
able train,  and  promised  a  result  mutually  advan- 
tageous. He  would,  therefore',  give  full  time  for 
its  conclusion.  Neither  of  the  objtets  proposed 
by  a  BospensioD,  however,  required  so  long  a  lime 
as  until  the  last  of  Deaember.  Both  of  them 
would  be  satisfied  bv  carrying  tbe  suspeniion  to 
the  first  of  Julv.  Tne  intervening;  period  tfould; 
after  making  allowtnce  for  all  ordinary  obstacles, 
aflbrd  sufficient  opportuDiiy  for  the  act  to  l>e 
transmitted  to  London,  to  produce  its  due  effect 
ihere^  and  admit  a  return  of  the  result.  Mofe 
thra  that  ought  not  to  be  allowed.  It  would  be 
going  beyond  the  objects  of  the  suspension.  It 
wouldj  in  the  event  of  a  failure  of  the  ne^tia- 
tion,  give  an  unnecessary  protraction  to  tbe  opera- 
tion of  our  prohiCttory  law.  It  would  evince  an 
noBtable  or  doubtful  policy,  and  excite  a  suspicion 
of  our  -aineerity,  or  at  least  of  our  ca^city  to 
eikfdtce  the  system  we  have  adopted.    By  a  sds- 

giDSion  to  the  first  of  July,  we  should  admit  the 
prin^  importations,  and  thereby  show  a  proper 
attention  to  the  interests  of  our  merchants,  with- 
out permitting  the  Fall  importations.  Tbeeveut 
of  a  (reatf,  in  the  meRDtim^  might  be  provided 


for  bv  a  separate  clause  in  this  bill,  or,  which  be 
should  prefer,  by  a  separate  act  to  be  jiaued,  if 
necessary,  before  tbe  close  of  tbe  sesfion.  For 
thete  reasons  he  hoped  the  motion  to  fill  the  blank 
with  Ihe  3lst  of  December  wonld  not  prevail, 
but  that  it  would  be  filled  with  the  first  of  July, 
a^eeably  to  a  moiioa  wJiich  had  been  made  and 
withdrawn,  but  which  he  took  the  liberty  to 
renew. 

Mr.  Sloan  said  he  hoped  thvmotion  to  fill  Ihe 
blank  with  so  late  a  period  as  the  31st  of  Deoem- 


ousoess  which  tia  magnitude  reqaired.  He  should 
not  reeapitulate  the  causes  which  hod  induced 
Congress  at  tbeir  last  session  to  pas*  the  prohibi- 
tory act,  as  they  must  be  in  Ihe  recollection  of  the 
House.  But  he  would  ask  gentlemen  one  que*- 
[ion  of  serious  import.  What  facts  hadoccorrad 
to  induce  the  House  to  onspetid  this  act?  A 
friendly  disposition  manifested  by  the  Ministry 
of  Qreal  Britain.  This  was  tbe  ntmost  extent 
of  the  ground  on  which  it  was  proposed  to  legis- 
late.' He  wonld  ask  whether  it  was  sufficient 
eround  to  induce  a  suspension  for  so  long  a  time  1 
He  was  willing  to  meet  friendly  dispositions  on 
the  pert  -of  Britain  by  friendly  dispositions  on  our 
part.  Bat  did  it  appear  thai  anything  had  been 
done  which  was  permanent  or  binaingl  No. 
They  had  not  been  informed  that  a  aiogle  prelita- 
inary  article  bed  been  agreed  -  upon,  ft  was  true 
that  there  wks  for  Ihe  present  a. suspension  of  ag^ 
greseion  on  onr  commerce  and  seamenj  hewas) 
therefore,  in  favor  of  a  suspension  of  the  probib- 


wonld  be  rejected,  and  an  earlier  day,'aboat  the 
close  of  the  session,  be  introduced,  and  that  the 
President  might  be  empowered  farther  to  suspend 
the  ae^  if  occasion  abould  reqnirej  nntil  the  next 
—eetingof  Ccugresa. 

Mr.  CBOwmiraBiBLDtald  he  could  not  but  re- 
gret that  the  gentleman  froip  Yiiginia,  after  the 
vote  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  sbonld 
have  withdrawn  hie  motion  to  fill  the  blank  wfth 
the  30th  day  of  Jaa6.  When  he  was  up  yester- 
day, some  expressions  had  dropped  from  him  of 
tbe.eonfidenee  he  entertained  with  regard  to  the 
'  '  dlv  disiK^tion  of  Oreat  Britain,  in  her  «oii>- 
___jial  relations,  with,  thte  country.  Though 
ifaBlwuhisopiBioB,groiindedon  the  infDrmatioD 
contained  in  the. Message  of  the  President,  he 
hadalwaya  considered  the  measnres  of  Qremt 
Briuin  la  foanded  on  a  system  of  pcdiey  hostile 
to  out  growing  commercial  greatneM.  If  she 
found  our  policy  wavering,  it  was  very  possible 
she  might  renew  her  fomer  depredations  on  pur 
commerce.  It  would  be  reeolleeted  that  it  was 
a  very  long  period  after  the  remonstrances  were 
made  by  our  Ministen,  before  any  sttenlion  was 
paid  to  them,  or  they  received  an  answer.  Sev- 
eral months  at  least  elapsed.  It  had  always  ap- 
peared to  him  that  the  conduct  of  Qreai  Britain  I 
oad  in  this  instance  been  zoverned  by  the  state  of  | 
the  CoDtinent,  and  that  she  had  been  controlled 
by  conlinental  events.    It  must,  too,  be  acknowl- 


dbyGoO^Ie 


123 


msTomr  of  coko-rsss. 


iU 


M.  or  R. 


Iifytif^lmporUUien  Act. 


Dboehbbk,  li 


edged  ibal  she.  hid  nerer  Mrionslr  entered  into 
aegotiaiiou  witK  as  ootil  the  passage  of  the  pro- 
hibitory act.  Mr.  C. said  it  was  his  opiaion  if 
we  had  noi  acted  vich  apirit  Briiaia  never  would 
have  negotiated  with  us.  Such  being  his  opinioa, 
ba  was  in'favor  of  conlinuiDK  the  probibilory. 
law,  or  of  juspeadiag  it  only- Ibr  a  short  lime. 
He  was  therefore,  apposed  to  filling  the  blank 
with  the  30th  of  December.  With  regard  to  bis 
own  indiridnal  otHoion  he  did  not  know  whether 
-beahould  be  furmokiag  the  auipenaion  so  beyond 
the  prment  astiion  }  for  if  events  should  favot  a 
new  coaliuoQ,  it  was  rery  probable  Jmt  depreda- 
tions would  be  renewed.  Although  appaaraDcea 
Were  flatteiiug,  she  was  undoubtedly  goremsd 
by  eveoiR,  lad  might  in  fuinie  Change  her  con- 
duct. He  could  not  agree  that  we  ought  to  be 
ioflDeneed  by  aome  cloudf  in  the  Westerti  coua- 
.try  embodied  by  another  naiioo.  Ii  would  make 
DO  difference  in  his  condnci  towards  Qreal  Srit- 
cio  if  the  conntry  wera  invaded  even  to  Wash- 
JBgtOD.  He  would  atill  peraist  in  the  aame  policT. 
There  was  no  doiibt  tbat  (be  United  Statea  coald 
resist  a  combioBiion  of  all  Euroiw.  Qreat  Brit- 
ain Bi  present  appeared  to  be  friisiidly,  and- tbe 
'negottationa  mi^ht  issue  in  sotne  commercial 
Krrangementa.  but  which  might  not  prove  salia- 
iactory  to  the  House.  He  did  not,  lherefure,.wi*fa 
to  giV£  up  ihe  law  for  so  long  a  time.  He  mishi 
agree  to  its  niipepsion  to  the  first  of  July.  He 
did  not  ibiokthe  interest  of  the  merchanta  oe^bt 
to  be  considered  with  regard  to  their  Spring  im- 
poriations,  becsuae  they  nad  already  itnported  a 
aufficiency  of  ihe  prohibited  articles;  and  if  the 
intareits  of  the.merahant*  were  to  be  attended  to 
in  all  aiich  laaes,  it  wotlld  be  trnpotsihle  for  the. 
Gh)veTBment  to  get  along.  Beiidei,  a  great  pari 
of  the  prohibited  articles  might  be  |[01  from  other 
coantriea,  at  prices  bat  little  exceeding  the  Brit- 
uh.  From  this  view  of  the  subject,  he  thought 
the  period  of  suspension  ousht  to  be  entirely  ds- 
t«rmioed  by  iia  efieei  on  llie  negotiations.  So 
£ir  as  (his  consideration  recommended  a  suspea- 
■ion  be  waa  willing  to  so.  But  he  coald  not  eon- 
sent  to  so  long  a  period  as  that  propoaed.  which 
almost  doohted  ibai  agreed  upo^  at  the  ImE  ■«*- 
aioD.- 

Mr.  Smiui  aatd  that  whan  he  agreed  to  the 
{Msaage  of  (he  prohibitory  law,  iiwas  from  a  con- 
Ticiion  that  it  would  produce  aalutary  eff^tt, 
Such  was  ihenhia  impression,  and  such  waa  hit 
|irewnt  opinion.  It  waa  irae  thai  be  wished  tc 
impose  no  commeicisl  reatriciioas  upon  the  trade 
of  Oreat  Bri(aiB,«irovided  she  would' treat  ns' 
fritndly  nation.  The  ant  had  been  pasaed  a 
inducement  t»her  lo  review  her  condact,  at 
do  us  justice.  Eniertaining  siill  the  aame  views 
and  feeling:*,  and  believing  the  measure,  was  cal- 
oulaied  lo  produce  the  best  efiects,  he  still  remained 
a  firm  and  decided  friend  of  the  law.     As  soc 

the  desired  effects  were  produced  he  should  c 

to  winh  for  iis  coniinuBDce.  But  until  they  were 
produced  he  should  never  consent  tt>  part  with  it. 
Prom  the  Message  of  ibe  Fresideot,  it  appeared 
that  it  was  bit  opioioD,as  well  aslbatof  durMin- 
iaiaia,  who  ware  oitdouhtedly  tin  best,  qualified  to 


itiige.  that  a  tampontjr  suspension  of  the  law 
woulJ  have  a  favorable  effect  on  the  pending  ne- 
gotiations. He  was,  therefore,  willing  to  suspend 
It;  but  not  for  so  long  a  periud  as-thst  mentioned. 
A  suipeniioa  until  lae  1st  of  July  would  allow 
ample  time  for  its  effect  on  th^  negotiations.  If, 
during  the  course  of  the  Beesion,  circumstances 
should  arise  requiring  a  change  of  policy,  they 
could  be  easily  provided  for.  Tbey  were  (ben 
just  on  (he  verge  of  the  aession.  Despatches 
would  undoubtedly  be  received  before  (hey  rose, 
from  Vhiah  ihey  would  learn  what  wf  a  best  to  be 
done.  For  these  reasons  Mr.  Smiue  hoped  the 
blank  would  be  filled  with  the  1st  day  of  July. 

Mr.  J.  Ranoolph  rose  merely  to  observe  that 
it  was  usual-fur  gentlemen  to  renew  \a  the  House, 
mottona  made  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whol*. 
It  wa^B  trae.he  had  not  renewed  this  moiioD  yes- 
terday, because  he  did  then  understand  the  rote 
in  (he  Committee  of  tbe'Whole  as  expressing  iIm 
disapprobation  of  the  House  of  ao  long  a  period  of 
auspenaion  ss  (he  31ai  day  of  December.  But  af- 
ter he  had  reaeived  information  (bat  several  gen- 
tlemen, who  had  voted  against  the  motion,  did 
not  consider  it  in  4bis  light,  he  had  renewed  the 
motion.  Mr.  R.  said  be  really  did  not  see  il,  nor 
couid  he  be  induced  (o  believe  i(  to  be  a  question 
of  great  importance,  whether  the  suspensicMi 
should  be  for  six  or  iwel^  months.  The  princi- 
ple of  the  bill  was  ax  much  involved  in  one  period 
as  the  other.  He  thaught  the.whole  reasoning  of 
gentlemen  went  to  show  that  the  suspeosioQ 
ought  not  to  extend  Vyond  the  present. session. 
It  was  evident  that  this  wss  not  the  opinion  of 
the  President,  who,  in  his  Message,  recommends 
the  suapensbn,  as  well  with  a  view  to  the  promo- 
lioQ  of  our  own  commercial  purposes,  as  to  favor 
the  negotiations.  Qreat  Britain  having  in dica- 
ted  a  conciliatory  temper,  did  it  not  Eecome  a 
point  of  polioy  towardii  her  to  suspead  this  act  for 
a  reasonable  timef  If,  too,  the  suspension  be 
limited  to  aome  day  when  we  are  not  in  se**ion, 
may  not  great  inconvenience  arisel  Qeotlemen 
the  committee  with  him  would  recollect  that 


he  named  (be  3d  day  of  March ;  but  at  the  sug- 
geation  of  two  gemlemei 
nuhiial  allies  a  further  li 


tilemen  from  two  great  c 


„.-v;  and'it  did  apjpear  to  him,  if  it  were  extend- 
ed beyond  the  3d. of  March,  it  should  be  to  a  day 
whinh  would  fali-iato  the  next  session.  However, 
in  oase  the  suspension  should  be  limited  to  an  in- 
urmediats  day,  he  had  prepared  a  clause  further 
to  suspend  the  act  in  case  a  treaty  should  be  formed, 
which,  in  that  event,  he  would  offer. 

Mr.  Ai^TON  said  he  was  siill,  ss  he  expressed 
himself  yesterday,  in  coinaiderable  doubt  as  to  the 
proper  lime  to  which  the  act  pasaed  at  (he  last 
session, 'prohibiting  certain  articles  from  being  Im- 
ported into  the  United  States,  should  be  suspended. 
It  was  then  adopted  with  a  view  to  aid  our  nego- 
liations  with  Qrea(  Britain;  and  as  the  negotia- 
tions with  the  Government  il  was  intended  lo 
operate  against,  were  still  pending,  the  same  cause 
which  produced  its  jussage  in  the  first  instance 
operated  upon  his  mind  as  lo  the  propriety  of 
coniinuing  the  law;  but  he  wu  perfectly  wiJling 
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to  BUBpcDit  iii  goin^  )D[a  efffct.  until  ample  tine 
should  b«  aSbrdtd  for  a  termination  ofthanegO' 
tiaiioDs  DOW  pendiag. 

He  did  not  belierethat  in  the  erent  of  a  failure 
of  an  adJQstmeni  of  differences  hj  the  negotiation 
BOW  on  foot,  war  with  tttat  country  woold  follow, 
nor  that  there  woold  b«  a  aecesnty  for  anf  ttrong- 
«r  neaawwi  oa  our  part  to  be  taken;  once  perinil 
the  law  to  go  into  operation,  aad  he  believed  its 
^ectm  would  hf  as  TorcibU  felt  by  ll^at  country 
aaanrmeunrewe  could  adopt.  He  waa  opposed 
to  «  Riupeiuioo  to  the  time  proposed  (which  wa* 
tbe  Sltt  of  December  next)  fot  aereral  reasoD*; 
fer  iulsBce,  ihoald  our  expecta lions  of  a  frieotllf 
at^aitment  of  difiereoces  fail,  and  tbe  ereDi  be 
known  in  the  couree  of  two  or  three  months, 
crerrbodT,  partiotilarlr  iboie  in  faror  of  the  ■?■- 
tern,  would  saf  it  on^t  to  applf  to  the  next  nil 
importations.  Again,  if  we  pat  it  off  until  the 
lime  ptapoaed,  it-would  leem  as  though  we  oarr 
selves  were  a^id  of  the  groond  we  had  taken, 
and  never  intended  it  to  take  effect.  Tlie  ground 
taken  by  the  gentleman  from  Vermont,  whick 
was,  that  we  ought  lo  be  in  nessiion  at  the  time  to 
which  the  law  should  be  suspended,  was  to  his 
mind  very  forcible;  he  felt  a,  great  tepagnaocS  to 
delq^aiing  a  power  to  any  person  whatever  to 
auepend  tie  operation  of  a  Imw  of  Congress;  but, 
as  wu  nentiooed  by  the  gentleman  from  Maa^ 
sachtuetts,  (Mr.  Bidwell,)  a  claase  could  be  intro- 
duced '  apeciaily  aQihorixing  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  in  case  of  certain  events  taking 
place,  to  suspend  the  law,  and  that  only  iiotil  the 
next  session  of  Congress.  A  special  delegation 
of  this  kind  would  not  be  an  abandonmeDt  of  the 
principle  he  contended  for.  He,  therefore,  felt 
nimsclf  under  the  neoetsity  of  voting  against 
filling  up  tbe  blank  with  the  time  propoaed. 

The  ycaa  and  nays  ware  then  taken  on  fllliog 
the  blank  with  the  SUit  of  Daceiriier,  ^d  ware — 
ycaa  45,  naya  S7,  as  foltowa: 

Tku— Qeorge  M.  'Bedinger,  Siiea  Betton,  Jsmea  M. 
BroonifJohn  BojU,  John  Campbell,  Msrtin  CMltenden, 
ISemnel  W.  I^a,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  Theodora 
IMfht,  PeteiBirlv,  Junes  Elliot,  Csleb  Ellis,  Wil> 
liun  Ely,  Junes  M.  Oamett,  Charles  Goldsborough, 
Seth  Bartiiigs,  David  Havgh,  Walter  Jonee,  Jam** 
Kelly,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Bsnry  W.  Livingirton,  Ed- 
watd  Unyd,  Joaiah  Master*,  WUUain  HcCTeeiy,  David 
MctiwetMr,  JonatfaeD  0>  Moaely,  Jeremiah  Nelson, 
Timothy  ntUn,  jr.,  Jonah  (juincj,  John  Randolpb, 
J^D  Rea  of  Peonnlvania,  Jacob  Richards,  John  Rn*- 
saD,  Thonaa  Bandford,  Kchaid  Stanford,  WilHam 
Stadman,  Lewis  B.  Stnrgss,  Saranel  Taggart,  Beoja- 
ain  TaHmadgo,  8ainnd  Tenney,  Philip  R.  Thominon, 
Thomaa  W.  Tbonpeon,  PhBip  Tan  Cortlandt,  KiUian 
K.  Tan  Ranssslase,  and  Tbttua*  Wynne. 

N41* — Evan  Alezaniler,  WiUis  Alston,  jr.,  Imwo 
Anderson,  David  Bard,  Joieph  Barker,  Bnrwall  Bas- 
setl,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  John  Blake,  jr.,  Thomas  Blount, 
KobcTt  Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  William  Butler, 
George  W.  Campbell,  Levi  Csaev,  John  Chandler, 
John  Claiborne,  John  Cloploo,  Frederick  Conrad, 
Orchard  Cook,  Leonard  Covington,  Jacob  Crownin- 
shield,  Richard  CutU,  Ears  Darby,  John  Dawson,  Elias 
BsHe,  Ebenenr  Elmer,  John  W.  Eppes,  Willism 
FiniUey,  James  Fisk,  Peterson  OeodvrTn,  Isaiah  L. 


Green,  Silsa  Halwy,  John  Hamilton,  James  Hollsnd, 
David  Hobnea,  Thomas  Keaan,  Nshemish  Knight, 
John  Lambert,  Patrick  Magrader,  Robert  Marina, 
Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremisb  Morrow,  Jobn  Morrow, 
Roger  Nelson,  Thsinisa  Newton,  jr.,  Gideon  Olin,  John 
PQgh,  Thorns*  M.  Rwidolph,  John  Rhea  of  Tanaesaee, 
Peter  Bail^.TbenM*  8aminoiM,Martia  G.  Sobunenan, 
JsmM  Koan,  John  Bntilie,  John  Smith.  Samuel  Bmilb, 
Benry  Smthatd,  Jok^  Stanton,  David  Thomas,  Uri 
Tney,  Joseph  B.  Tarnnm,  John  WhilehilJ,  Robort 
Whitehill,  David  R.  WiUiams,  Aleunder  WiUon,  and 
Joeaph  Winston. 

The  qucecioi^  was  then  put  on  filling  it  with  the 
]at  of  JuU. 

Hr.  J'.  Rand(u.fb  said  this  seamed  to  be  a  eery 
impwlBnt  question,  though  he  really  did  sot  aee 
it  10  that  UghL  He  hoped,  however,  Ibey  would 
bare  tbe  yea*  and  nays;  whieh,  being  taken,  were 
— yeas  97,  nays  12,  as  followsi 

Yais— Evan  Aleiander,  Willis  Alston,  jr.,  laaao 
Andei*>n,  David  Bai^  Juaefili  Berker,  Bnrwell  BmsW, 
George  M.  Redinger,  Silsa  Ballon,  BaniAa*  Bidwell, 
John  Blake,  jr.,  Thomaa  Blount,  Jante*  M.  Broom, 
fiobeet  Brown,  John  Boyk,  WilUam  A-  Burwell,  Wil- 
Uuu  Butler, t^eorge  W.  Cannbell,  Levi  Cwr,  Jobn 
Chandler,  John  Claiborne,  John  Clopton,  Orchard 
t^ook,  Leonard  Govingtm,  Jacob  UrowDinihiald.  EticJi- 
Wd  CuUs,  Bamnal  W.  Dana,  Ears  Darby,  John  Davoa- 
port,  jr.,  John  Dswaoo,  'ilieodore  Dwigbt,  Elias  ffarle, 
Peter  £atly,  James  Elliot,  Caleb^Uia,  Bbeneier  Elmer, 
William. Ely,, John  W.  Eppes,  William  Fiadley,  James 
Fiik,  Jamea  M.  Gametc,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Silsa 
Bali^,  Selh  Hastings,  Janea  Hoaand,  David  Holmes, 
Walter  Jones,  Jam**  KeUy,  Thomas  Kenan,  Nehe- 
mUh  Knight,  John  Lambwi,  Henry  W.  LiTiogrtaBi 
Edward  LloyJ,  OOncan  HoParUnd,  Patrick  Mtgrudar, 
Robert,  Marion,  Josiah  MaMcra,  WiUiain  McCreeiy, 
David  Meriwether,  PiicholaiR.  Moore,  Thames  Moofe, 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  J<^  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Ma**ly, 
Roger  'Nelson,  Thomaa  Newton,  jr,  Gideon  Olia, 
Timothy  Pitkin  jr.,  John  Pogh,  John  Randolph,  Thon- 
■s  M.  lUndelph,  JohnReaof  Peminlvania,  J«ihn  Bhaa 
of  Tanneseee,  Jacob  Richarda,  John  BiMsell,  PeMr 
SaiUy,  Thomas  Sanmens,  Thoma*  Sandbrd,  Martin 
G.  Bchoneman,  John  Glmilie,  Henry  Soulhard,  Bichard 
Slanfiwd,  William  Sledmap,  I.ewis  B.  Btuna*,Ssaioel 
Taggart,  Benjamin  TaUmadga,  Samuel  Tenney,  David 
Themas,  Philip  R.  Thoupsoo,  Thomas  W.  Tbanlp«>n. 
Uii  Tnu7,  Pbilis  Van  CoiUuuh,  KiUian  IC  Van 
Ranssslaer,  John  Whitehill,  David  S.  Wiilisms,  Alex- 
ander Wileon,  Jolm  Wineten,  and  Thomas  Wynns, 

NxT*— Jijin  Campbell,  Mwlin  Chittenden,  Charles 
Qoldsbaroagb,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  David  Hough,, Joseph 
Lewis,  jr.,.  Jeauniah  Nelson,  Josiah  Quiocv,  JaiM* 
Sloan,  Samuel  Smkh,  Joeeph  StanUn,  uid  Jaseph  B> 
Varnmn. 

The  hill  was  then  ordered  to  be.epgroiaed  for  * 
third  reading  without  a  division. 

Hr.  J.  Randolph  moved  that  it  should  be  ttwA 
a  tbir^  time  to  day. 

Mr.  CaowMiHaHiELD  named  Tueaday. 

The  question  on  the  last  potion  Was  passed  in 
the  negative  without  a  division,  a:<  was  ihi<t  for 
reading  tbe  bill  on  Mooday,  when  tbe  mocioa  to 
read  it  to-day  was  carried  without  a  diriaioo. 

The  bill  WIS  immediately  brought  in  engtoated, 
and  read  a  third  time. 

Hr.  Si^AH  aaid  ha  ahovU  rote  ia  the  negatira, 
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Dot  becaase  he  was  Bgaiom  ihe  principle  of  the 
bill,  but  the  time.  He  thought  it  ought  to  be 
kept  in  the  power  of  ibe  House  to  the  ead  of  the 

Mr.  ALBziNDBB  Mid  he  did  not  know  vheihtfr 
it  WM  in  order,  in  thia  state  of  the  bill,  to  offer  an 
imeDdment,  with  which  the  bill  would  have  his 
he«T(r  rote.  The  anieBdineDl,  he  considered 
neceuary,  hid  been  alluded  to  bv  the  gentleman 
from  Virgioia.  So  far  as  he  bad  reflected  on  the 
aubjeet  he  thou|^t  the  period  of  suspension  in  the 
bill  sufficient.  But  he  was  of  opinion  that  a  sua- 
pending  power  ihould  be  rested  in  the  Fresidenl, 
ID  ease  necessity  should  require  its  exercise.  He 
was  of  the  same  opinion  last  »es!iioD ;  and  had 
avoh  ■  provision  been  then  introduced,  it  wpuld 
have  snperseded  the  necessity  of  this  act. 

Mr.  Smilie  retnarkedthat  he  would  not  under- 
take Id  say  that  some  other  steps  might  not  be 
necessary  before  they  rase.  But  there  waa  no 
n«eessity  for  taking  any  other  step  at  present. 
He  thought  it  would  be  improper  to  talie  any 
further  slept  at  present 

The  qaeslion  was  then  taken  on  the  passage  of 
tbe  bill  by  yeas  and  nays— yeas  101,  nays  6,  as 
follows :  t 

y^.u—'B^m  AleiandBT,  Wgiis  Alston,  Jan.,  Iraac 
AndSTson,  Joseph  fitukei,  Barwell  Baisett,  George  M. 
BoiUngar,  ailta  Betton,  Baniabia  Bidwsll,  John  Blake, 

Sin-.Thomia  Btonnt,  James  M-  Brootn,  Robert  Brown, 
ohn  Bojle,  WQlism  A.  Borvell,  WHliun  Butler.  G. 
W.  Campbell,  John  Campbell,  Leri  Oasey,  John  Ohan- 
dler,  Moittn  Chittenden,  John  Claibome,  John  Clop- 
ton,  Frederick  Conrad,  Orchard  Cook,  Leonard  Cov- 
tagton,  Jacob  Crown  inshield,  Ridiaid  Cutis,  ■  Bamnel 
W-  Dana,  Eira  Darby,  JcAra  Davenport,  jnn.,  John 
Dawum,  Theodore  Dwight,  Elia*  Eaile,  Pelar  Bsriy, 
James  Elliott,  Caleb  Ellis,  Gbeneser  Etmer,  William 
Ely,  John  y/.  Eppea,  WiDiam  Findley,  James  M.  Gar- 
nett,  Charles  (Mdsborongh,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Bitaa 
Halief ,  Seth  Hsatinga,  Jams*  HoUsnd,  Dsrvid  Hdmea, 
James  KeOy,  Th<Hnu  KensB,  NebemuA  Knigbt,  Jtdm 
Iiambert,  Joseph  Lewi*,  jnn.,  Henrr  W.  Livingston, 
Edward  Lloyd,  Duncan  MacFarland,  Robert  Marion, 
Joaiah  Hasten,  William  McCreery,  David  Mertwetber, 
Nt^wlaa  R.  Moore,  Thomae  Moore,  Jeremiah  3(anow, 
John  HoiTow,  Jonathan  O.  Hoaaly,  Jeremiah  Nelson, 


r  Nelaoo,  Thomas  Nawton,jiinH  Gideen  Qlin, 
'Itmolhy  litkin,  Jan.,  John  Pagh,  Joaiah  Qain<^,  '  ' 
Bandolph,  Tbomai  M.  Randolph,  John  Res  of  1 


I  Rhea  at  Tennessee.  Jacob  Riehards, 
John  Buasel,  Peter  Saillj,  Thomas  Sammona,  Gliomas 
eandfcrd,  Martin  G.  Schnnemaii,  John  Bailie,  John 
Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Botrthsrd,  Rkbaid  Btan- 
ftwd,  WiUiam  Btedman,  Lewis  B.  Sttt^es,  Samuel 
Tanait,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tenn^,  Da- 
rid  Tboiaaa,  PhOto  R.  Thompeon,  Tboa.  W.  lliomp- 
.  son,  Ori  Tncj,  Ftdlip  Van  Cortlandt,  Killlan  K.  Van 
Banaaelaer,  John  WbllduU,  Alexander  WiUon,  Joseph 
Winston,  and  Thomas  Wynns. 

Nais — Isaiah  I~  Gieen,  John    Hamilton,  Jamea 
aiean,  Joseph  B.  Tamnn,  and  David  R.  WiUiam*. 

MoHDAT,  December  6. 
Another  new  member,  to  wit:  Jobh  Pobtbii, 
from  PennsylvaDla,  returned  to  serve  A  a  mem- 
ber for  tbe  aid  Sttu,  in  ib«  place  of  Miohael 


Leib,  wbo  bad  resigned  bis  seat,  appeared,  pro- 
duced his  credentials,  was  qualified,  and  took  hi* 
■eat  .in  the  House.  Several  other  members,  to 
wit:  from  New  York,  EupBAL£T.WicEBa;  fro<a  i 

Maryland,  John  Abchbb;  and  from  North  Caro-  ' 

lipa,  Mabhaddkb  Wilmaks}  appeared,  and  took  ' 

seats  in  the  House. 
Mr.  Dabbt  presented  to  tbe  Hauae  a  petition  of 
e  members  of  the  Baptist  ctHiffregaiion,  iu  tbe 
City  of  Washington,  in  (he  Territory  of  Colnin- 
bia,  signed  by  order  and  in  behalf  of  tbe  said  con- 
gregation, by  Thomaa  Carpenter,  and  oiber^ 
which  was  received  and  read^pmying  that  an  act 
of  incorporation  may  be  paased,  resting  in  the 
said  cburcfa  such  powers,  privileges, and  imnmu- 
tiea,  aE<:anKre*s  iu  their  wisdom  may  deem  pro- 
per, for  the  benefit  and  advantage  of  tbe  aaid  con- 
— eiaiion.  _        . 

Ordered,  That  tbe  said  petition  be  referMd  to 
Messrs.  Dahbt,  Abcbeb,  and  Seaveb,  to  examine 
and  report  their  opinion  thereupon  to  tb^  House. 
Mr.  BovLB,  from   tbe  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  made  a  report  on  the  peiition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  Ovid,  in  the  Stale  of  New  York, 
rcqueEiing  pennisaioD,  to  purchase  an  entire  town- 
ship of  land  on  the  White  or  Wabash  river,  in 
the  Indiana  Territory.    The  committee  observe 
that  aa,  under  the  existing  provision  of  law,  the 
right  exists  to  purchase  an  entire  township,  with 
the  exoeption  of  tbe  reserved  seotioos,  they  pre- 
sume that  the  object  of  the  petitioners,  Ihougb 
-~t  specified,  is  to  make  the  purchase  on  lower 
'ms  than'are  ordinary.    Considering  an  adher- 
ce  to  ibe  established  terms  of  great  importance 
tbe  public  interests,  they  recommend  that  the 
petitioners  have  leave  to  withdraw  their  petition. 
In  thi»  report,  the  House  conourred. 

DEPOSITS  OF  PUBUC  MONEY. 
Mr.  CBOwniasBiBLD  submitted  tbe  following: 
Sxaaktd,  That  the  Seerolaiy  ai  the  TreMoiy  be  tn- 
itructfld  to  famish  the  House  of  B^reaeiUatiiea  with 
a  (talemeni  of  the  amount  of  deposits  of  (he  pnblic 
money  in  (he  Uni(ed  States  and  other  banks,  for  the 
three  last  years,  together  with  an  estiniate  of  tbe  bal- 
ances in  ^vor  of  the  United  Stales  remaining  in  the 
aaid  banks  respectively  for  that  period,  dialingniabing 
the  amount  in  each  year. 

Mr.  C.  Midj  he  would  candidly  inform  the 
House  what  his  views  were  in  offering  this  mo* 
lion.  His  9bject  was  to  draw  a  revenue  from  tbe . 
balances  which  might  be  in  the  banks,  by  taxing 
the  &nk  of  the  United  States, and  other  banks 
with  an  interest  on  the  amonni  of  the  public 
monerin  their  bands.  He  bad  made  a  calcula- 
tion, from  which  he  inferred  that  tbe  amount  of 
balanoes  in  their  bands  for  tbe  three'  laat  years 
averaged  the  sum  of  between'tbree  and  four  mil- 
lions. If  a  charge  of  six  per  cent,  interest  were 
made  on  (his  amount,  It  would  produce  a  revenue 
of  from  one  hundred  and  eichty  to  two  hundred 
end  Snv  thousand  dollars.  Mr.  C.  said  be  thought 
this  as  fait  a  source  of  revenue  as  any  other  which 
could  be  named;  it  was  certainly  as  fair  a  one  as 
articles  imported  from  foreign  countries.  It  was 
unnecessary  at  tbis  time  to  make  further  expltui- 
■tioDi.    He  boped  the  House  would  permit  Ae 
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Proceedinga.' 


BorS. 


reiolutiooJo  puo,  that  tlie;  might  lure  1«4  be- 
fare  them  th^  iBfaimatioo  on  wuich  he  meant  to 
predicate  his  plan. 

The  Houae  immedisteljotooi  up  tlie  resolution 
and  agreed  to  it  without  a  dlriiioa. 

Mr.  D.  R.  tViLLiAM B  obserred  that,  from  •« 
appreh^aEioa  of  the  state  of.  the  ceiling,  he  had 
kept   his  seat  not  without  caasiderabfe  alarm. 


This  iadaeed  him  to  offer  the  foUoning  i 


lola- 


JImdAw^  TlMt  the  Speakor  of  this  Howe  ba  aalhoi^ 
twd  to  cMite  iBuiedial«  mmiM  tolie  takM  br  piill- 
iag  -down  tb«  pUiteong,  oi  othajwiia  -  MgtiiiDg  tlw 
cnliiif  of  the  CmambeT  in' which  tha  mmud  qf.ihe 
Houw  u«  BOW  held.. 

A  eonTaBatioa  of  rauo  langth  looli  plae«  on 
this  motioa,  in  which  it  was  stated  Um^  notwilh- 
standiitf  the  Manruice  of  the  Surreror  of  the 
Pdhlic  Buildings,  th?  pUttering  of  the  eeilina; 
presented  strong  indicuiow  of  uuecarity.so  moei 
■o  as  to  hare  swag^ed  in  some  plaoea  more  thai 
Jul/ an  inch;  that  in'aiioltier  part  of  the  Howait 
had  HctatUr  fallen,  and  iltet  the  ewmiDaiioD,  on 
whicb  the  opinion  of  Mr.Xaiiobe  was  gronnded, 
having  been  so  long  ego  as  the  year  l5D5,eoatd 
not  give  a»r  Mtisfftetioo  as  to  present  sccuritf. 
WhflD  the  qnwtion  was  ptft,  and  the  nsoliltion 
■greed  to — ayes  59,  noes  34.      . 

A  motion  ir*"  iiude  to  n^ioam  o^rer  till  Fiiday, 
bat  vrtibdrawo,  that  the  Bpeakbb 'might  ^havs 
time  before  the  meeting  of  the  House  to-»orrow 
to  gain  the  necesarr  laformatim  as  to  Hie  steps 
proper  lo  be  taken. 


Tdesdat,  December  9. 

The  Sfbaker  laid,  before  the  House  the  result 
of  the  examination  made  mhiv  presence  b^  the. 
Clerk  of  the  Public  Wotlifs  relatire  to  the  sttm- 
tion  of  the  ceiling  of  the.  House,  as  well  as  the 
wriuoi  replies  made  by  the  Clerk  to  saaiij  qaea- 
tions  pnt  to  him,  the  purport  of  which  is  the  pre- 
poadera'ting  opinio^  of  the  Clerk  that  the  ceiliog 
u  a«ear&  This  opinion  i*  howeT«r  qualified  by 
a  doubt  With  respeot  to  the  safetf  of  a  part  of  the 
ceiling.  The  Clerk  further  stale*,  that  to  secure 
this  part  of  the  ceiUog  will  require  two, days,  apd 
that  securing  the  whole  will  take  a  week. . 

After  some  ceuTersation  on  the  subject,  Mr. 
EkTofiered  a  molution  for  suspeDding  aU  further 
proceedings  trader  the  Order  oTrcBierday,  which 
was  )iegat)Ted — yeas  46,  nays  51 ;  the  Speaker 
banng,  prerionsly  intimated  to  the  Hotue  that 
unless  special  order  was  taken  by  tbem  he  should 
caose,  u  soon  as  an  adjournmoat  took  place, 
measures  to  be  taken  for  secnting  the  ceiling. 

Mr.  BiDVELL,  from  the  copnuttee  appointed 
on  the  third  instant,  preiwn led,  according  to  order, 
a  IhU  to  revive  aad  make  permanent. ''An  act  to 
prescribe  the  mode  of  taking  svideace  in  cases  of 
coDteucj  elections  for  memheri  6f  the  Hotise  of 
Representatives  of  the  United  States,  and  to  com- 
pel the  attendance  of  witnesses,"  and  ja  addition 
totliestmei  which  was  twice  read  and  commit- 
led  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  oa  Friday  nex^. 

Ot  motion  of  Mr.  LiTTiiionit  . 
9th  Cos.  2d  SxH.^-5 


Ordendi  T>at  so  much  of  the  pelition  of  the 
Legislaiire  Council  and  Honse  of  Reprisenta- 
livea  of  the  Mississippi  Territory  presented  to 
[his  House  on  the  twenty-fifth  of  January,  one 
thousand  ei^ht  hundred  and  fire,  at  relates  to  the 
establishment  of  ■  hotpiial  at  the  town  of  Nat- 
chez i  an  increase  of  the  salaries  of  the  Jodges; 
and  on  extension  of  the  right  of  sufirue,  in  ths 
aforesaid  Territory ;  be  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee j  and  that  Mr.  Tbomab  M.  Rahdolpb, 
Mr.  LATTiitDu,  Mr.  TAQOAaT,  Mr.  Wicus,  and 
Mr.  HAMiLtoM,  OS  the  said  committee. 
■    OnmotionofMr.  Clabk, 

AeMriMd,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Publie 
Lands  be  dveeied  to  inqUire  wheth^  any,  and,  if 
any,  what,  alterations  are  necessary  in  the  act  for 
aacMtaiAinn  and  adjusting  the  titles  and  claims 
to  lands  within  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  and  Dis- 
trict of  liAuiaianK  i  aad  to  report  thereon  by  bill 
or  otherwise.,     . 

"^  Mr.  LEWIS;  from  the  commtltae  appointed  on 
theifonrth  instant,  presented  a  biJI  authoriziitg  the 
ereciioaof  q  bridze  over  the  rif er  PotcHnac,  within 
the  District  of  Calumbia;  which  wa»read  twice 
and  oomnulted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whola 
an  Thursday  next.   .         . 

On  modon  of  Mr.  Jinuit&n  Mosnow, 

Aesohwd,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Fnblio 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  espedl* 
ency  of  ofieriii]^  for  sale  tbe  publie  land  situate  be- 
tween; the.  United  Stales' military  tract  and  the 
Connecticut  ReswTa,  to  which  the  Indian  titl* 
has  been  extinguished ;  and  that  they  report  by 
bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  J.  CI.AT  remarked  that  under  an  existing 
rale  of  the  House,  the  mcmher  first  named  on 
eqmmittee*  waa  the  ehoirman,  unless  another 
member  was  chosen  by  the  committee ;  and  that 
bewias  instructed  to  slate  that,  in  virtue  oi  the 
last  prevision,  the  Committee  of'  Ways  and 
""—IS  had  appointed  Mr.  J.  Ruibolps,  cbur- 


WEDHEaPAT,  December  10. 
On  motion  of  Hr.  Tbo^i^s, 
Ordertd,  Tkat  tbe  report  of  ;he  Commi^ion- 
I  under  ih«  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  the  refugees  from  the  British  fvoTinces  of  Cana- 
da and  Nora  Scotia,"  which  was  made  to  this 
House  on  the  twenty -first  of  April  lost,  be  refer- 
red to  Mr.  TnoMAB,  Mr.  Wilson,  and  Mr.  QanGti, 
with  leare  to  report  Ihereoa  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

TniiRSDAY,  December  11. 

Another  member,  lo  wit:  John  O.  JAOKeon, 
from  Virginia,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat  m  the 
House. 

Mr.  J.  Ct,i.Y  presented  to  the  House  a  petition 
of  sundry  patentees,  whose  names  are  thereunto 
subscrjbad,  praying  the  privilege  of  a  renewal  of 
their  patent  for  a  second  term,  afler  the  eipirn- 
of  the  first,  for'  the  exclusive  eejoyolent  of 
their  respective  discoveries  and  improvements, 
they  paying  therefor,  into  the  Treasury  of  thje 
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Amendment  to  the  Contlitutitm. 


DECitnEB,  IflIM, 


tTniied  SibIm,  aueh  sums  aa  mar  b«  deemed  just 
tnd  WBnonable.— Heferrea  lo  Sijr,  J.  Cut,  Mr. 
SoitEn,  Mr.  LlTl^osTOl^,  Mr.  Albxahder,  apd 
Mr.  Blnvr  ;  ta  ermniae  and  report  their  apiAKm 
thereu|K>n  tn  ttA  Hou&e. 

On  molion  orMr.  aTAHTDN,  ' -^    ■ 

IttidiMd,  Thai  a  commiitee  bb  aiipomled  to 
tltquire  whether  any^,  and,  if  anj.  «bat,  detcrip- 
tlon  of  daitm^agtinit  the  Uoiteif  States. are  bkr- 
tei  by  thcBtatUies  of  timiiaiion,  which,  hi  reason 
tai  jiiMi«e,  onght  to^  prorided  for  iy  taw ;  and 
diat'ihe  said  eominittee  hire  leave  toiepon  ttien- 
on  by  bill,  or  oiherwiat;. 

Otikrtd,  That  Mr,  Staston,  Mr.  Tswirar, 
Mr.  flTiDM*!*,  Hr.  CBirrBNBKN,  Mr.  Dana,  Mr. 
Tbact,  Mr.  Lambbm,  Mi".  Pdoh,  Mr.  BnooM, 
Mr.  NicttOLAB  B.  MooRB.  Mr.  'Johit  Mdrkow, 
Hr.  STAifroBD,  Mr.  Tromab  Hoo«E,~Mr.  Mbri- 
ITBTHER,  Mr.  Rbb*  of  Tennessee,  Mr.  BcmMOBii, 
and  Mr.  Jbrgmmh. Morrow,  be  appoiBiett  acorn* 
mittee,  pursuant  to  the  Mid  resohition. 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  C0N8TITUTI0M". 
-  Ur.  Cloptor.— Mr.  Speaker,  1  lake  this  oppbr- 
tnriiy,  whm  tbaattenlioD  of  the  Home  ;•  not  oo- 
enpied  on  aay  partjcolar  aabjtet,  (o  Bubniii.  a  reMk> 
lutioB,  the  •abjeex-matter  af  wKjch  I  coasider  to 
be  of  verjr  great  imporUDce.  Before,  howcrte,  1 
ibtrodace  to  the  Douce-ef  the  iloaie  any  specific 
propoailioii,  I  would  obeerre  that,  when  the  sub- 
tect  shall  be  diaeoaaed,  if  discuned  at. all,  I  appre- 
Vaitd  that  it  ina.y  meet  with  BOme  objection  on  a 
nneral  ground,  on  whicb^'moei  protabty,  obiee- 
lion  would  be  raised  against  any  meamre  what- 
■•ev«r  of  the  nature  of  Aal  which  I  am  about  to 
ptopoae.  If tkeideaalentertainof ilseipediency 
kroaa  merely  from  my  own  apecubiive  views  of 
Ike  proposition  and  the  sabJMt  with  which  it  it 
eoanKcicd,  however  ctcarl*  1  might  be  conviBced. 
of  that  expedieney,  I  might  nevenheles»  disiioat 
tbeproprMivof  Buch«oiiTi«tian,so  I ar  at  least  as 
jiot  -lo  be  induced,  thereby,  merely  of  itself  to  bring 
forward  the  proposition:- but  a  convictioD  scarcely 
ansecptible  of  any  distrust  at  all,  and  far  more  im- 
pressive on  my  mind;  a  conviction,  which  has 
resulted  from  experience,  induces  me  to  offer  the 

Sr'opoailibn ;  and  in  doing  so,  I  feel  mach  more  of 
Dtyihan  of  any  otfaer  impulse. 
The  proposition,  which  I  have  tboa  deetrted  it 
Uy  doty  to  fubmit  to  the  eonardentron  of  the 
House,  might  appear  sufficienil)'  expedient  in  cott- 
sequence  of  certain  measures  adopted  aorib  years 
ago.  had  no  sutMeqiieni  eircumstaBce-ealargedthe 
evidence  of  its  exfKdiettcr  I  but  recent,  very  recent 
ci  re  u  ma  lances  preaeni  tnemielves  to  my  mind  as 
additional  proof  of  Ihat  expediency.  Sir,  in  the 
instances  1  have  alladed  to  we  hare  witnessed  a 
BtriktDgezempKflcBiion  of  tne  troth  of  that 
im,  which  ascribes  to  experience  a  iiaodarri  the 
least  fallible  of  any  by  waich  human  instiintigna 
ean  be  tested.  It  is  frum  experience  only  that  de- 
fects are  oAen  discovered  in  the  wisest  of  estab- 
lishments. This  uofolds  the  latent  sources  of 
evil,  wtiich  robld  not  have  been  traced  by  the 
-most  penetrating  foresight.  The  efforts  of  genius, 
htiwerar  great,  and  of  patriotism,  bowavtx  pure, 


ilways  aecUtv'the  ends  they  propose. 
Meana  apparoatly  infallible  are  found  either  to  be 
inadei^uate  to  the  end,  or  to  contain  within  them- 
selves the  very  instraments  by  which  rhey  ara 
defeated.  Imperfections  overlooked  and  believed 
not  to  exiit,  until  experience  rends  the  veil,  a];e 
then  disclosed  and  glare  before  us.  And,  sir, 
amongst  all  the  institutions  of  men  there  at«  nqn^ 
perhaps,  in.whtch  tbelr  defects  generally  lie  so 
much  enveloped,  as  in  those  of  a  political  QBtur^ 
until  th«y  ne  tbiudisoloBed. 

I  have  aald  that  I 'antkipale  ansie  t»bjceti«i 
npoik  RgRmod,  on  which,  most  probably,  objM- 
tion  Wontd  be  raised  vgainStany  meastire  whatst* 
ever,  of  the  nature  of  tbal  which  I  ttm'abotit  to  sub* 
Kiitto  tbeCOBsiitradonoftfaaHBUBe.  Shoa)dtbis, 
however,  be  the  principBl  i^ronnd  of  t^poattion,  if 
the  object  of  the  ptopoaitioa  ahnold  be  ,deem«d 
desirBblri,  that  ground,  1  might  reaaonably  presomB, 
will  ha  abandoned  «a  UN  tenable. 

I  have  bten  led,  air,  to  conjcotnre  Aat  oppo*^ 
Hon  of  the  nature  of  that  which  I  have  sugKaie^ 
Htigbt  be  expeoied  TVom  recollection  of  ,a  R>Tmer 
occasion,  whan  an-  aaandment  to  the  Oonatilii- 
tion  of  tliB  United  States  was  under  diBcmsiBii. 
Oq  that  Measion.  ih«  Htfnse  waa  admoniabad 
asainii  inifovatioiiras  it  was  enHed,  antl  8t>Iemnly 
advised,  on  no  account  whataoavar,  to  Much  tM 
Constitution.  This  was  done,  aitbough  the  pro- 
poaed  amendment  had  been  l«ng  ptomubated  ta 
tbe  American  people;  althavgh  the  publFo  senti- 
ment had  been  clearly  Bscertaintrd  tn  be  in  its  favor, 
and  althouah  eleven  successive  Bmendmenia  hail 
been  introduced  into  the  Constitution  without  a 
shadow  of  inconvenience,  or  the  smallest  degjea 
to  tha  disturbance  of  the  public  tranquillity.  Had 
the  Constitution  been  adbp ted  without  any  pro- 
vision for  fature  alterations,  and  none  were  attain- 
able but  by  immediate  resort  to  revolutiotiarr 
principles,  opposition  made  npon  that  gronnd 
would  [hen,  indeed,  merit  setioos  notice.  Butt 
provision  wisely  and  oomplet^y  guarding  agRinrt 
every  eVent  of  that  sort,  composes  a  part  of  tiia 
Oooatltvtion.  Portunale  provision  1  Happy  Amv- 
ricans,  who  enjoy  the  benefits  of  that  prorisioDl 
Who,  w+ien  experience  points  out  dtifCcts  in  their 
great  political  code,  wlHioifl  a  re^rt  to  first  pris- 
ciplea,  without  the  smallest  danzer  of  those  revo^ 
hitions  which  shock  tnd  convulse  otfaer  nations, 
with  calm  and  tranqoil  serenity,  may  corrcA 
whatever  needs  COTrectioo,  and  ameliorate  their 
system.  Far  from  being  dangerous,  therefore,  to 
introduce  any  amendment,  where  it  shaH  havB 
been  fonnd  b^  experience  to  be  really  erpedien^ 
the  introdnction  of  it  Will  beaaalatary  step;  may 
be  the  happy  means  of  averting  datiger  in  fnttira 
times,  and  of  removing  a  source  of  evil  which, 
were  it  to  contiaoe,  might  diffase  its  streamt 
throngh  the  whole  body  poliiK.  Under  this  im- 
pression, and  from  a  belief  that  a  certain  part  of 
riie  Conatitution  requires  amendment,  with  pep- 
mission  of  the  Honse.I  shall  introduce  a  resolu- 
tion which. has  that  for  its  object.  The  amend- 
roent  which  is  desired,  will  not  however  intto- 
dtica  any  new  principle  into  iheConstitnlion  nor 
any  way  increue  (he  powns  of  the  Fedenl  Gov- 
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..  it,abMld  it  be- adopted.  The  objcu  cpf  it 
i»Miety<«Mcar«iiD-adheK*cet«tlittfaBdamai)t- 
«1  phoeifije  whicb  brim  iia  tfw  Uienl  cbane- 
lar.  AniJ  becaiue  it  is  bcliersd  Uiwe  bhre  been 
deriauiMw  fiHa  ibai  princlBie-,  Uiat  eeriain  mw- 
•oiet,  whtali  ffaMsbCea  klladad  to,  were  the  off- 
lyrii^  of  a  p»wH  not  wiltiio  the  Kope  of  tbBi- 
wiaatAla,  b«i  eoiiidf  wMtotH  the  iphers  of  ibe 
Mnu  «ii(liotit]r;  bewive,.KUa^  tte  eBerolee  of 
nvh  «  pQwer.ma  gtvaaMo»  »  pnnlwrcAii- 
Mfflotioa  given  to  ooe  elana  in  the  CoB«(iluliojn, 
tlie  pro^oMiioii  BOwiateMM'W  be  agbmitied  ia 
4f  •ueb  a.iM(iBn>tiwi^  on  i^  deeiiioa  of  ii,Ci»' 
gfOM.irill  dem^iirc-wb«tk«r  ntk  a  n»(kGc«uaii 
«ritMl  cttDM  *ImU  bepCBfrntd  to  tbe  Buiau 
•bell  rendat  it  fen  Mueepiible  <rf^  aucb  oowinu- 
'  lion.  ThedabM.4  iiKaD,'is'lbeeigbtit«ouaBof 
die  fifsi  wticle  of  tkeCoMtiMibM, 
tbcae  worda: 


tbs  fongoUi  fkwai*, 

"    i^ntioamlhe 

IR  anj  d^ait- 

Ttw  eooitiuotion  whicb  baa  bean  given  to  tbii 
eUua«,  in  ib*«a«e  al^udad  u,  waa,  ib>t  it  «ooT«yfl 
to  Ooogic^  a  ftghi  lb  make  anr  ltir*  wheiwe«tr, 
wbuslt  ibt^  abould-fdetef iBWe  to-  be  expedwiti  for 
•VTieff  iatoexMUUan  (be  pewris  saanientetl 
in  titia  aMiion,  or  ifl  00^  <Hbcr  part  of  tlie  Conaii- 
tutioo,  WbMbeT  sueik  lam  aboald  iuve  mj  aoH 
•f  Eelalion  id,  or  aoootiton  nith,  Roy  of.tbeae 
anumeMitod  powcn  or  nou  Uader  ihia  ^aatrno- 
liiM  tbo  •rer.JoJie  execraied  leduioa  aoi  wm. 
w  •  B3Msun  ospMient,) 


i  powco,  Ftib  none  of  «biqb 
pewen  had  it  my  more.  (MADesioo  (haA  pitoby 
darksaMbM'Wiita  ibe^blaseef'aaiefUtaaiuft. 

BtNh  ji  Utililde  of  oonainKiioa  «( that  lime-ez-- 
eiMd.«eoBiinkrmUod«gMO(^alara  in  ihe  minds; 
«f  ihaaa  who  woe  iafreaacd  vitb.n  belief  of  i<e 
dangrrryiii  taoduejr.  To  ibem  noibiag  eould 
bare  been  more  deal roble  thaaaaob  aaorreatioa 
of  ibeelanae  aawotild  bav.e  reatrioicil  tb««oo- 
■tTBotioiivf  it  folMiiaoieMly  eoinveiiBunte  wilb 
the  powew  e«prw*ly  driagaied  j  bi|i  ibe  tbeaex-, 
iatin^MAlaof  ibinp  preo^uded  arerj  fayofbt^ 
tbai  aaf  auonpt  to  owaiaauoh  eorieotkiQ  at  tbat 
time  oouM  be  Boaeau&l.  A  d>&te'ni  slate  Af 
lbiiigtaxwiiBt'proatiM,it  iaunejandl  hopelbeK 
ie  BO  diepoNiioo  to  icaoit  to  a  ayatem  of  paliey 
Ilka  (bBi  wbieb.dieiMed  thOae  mcaaurea.  Yet,  it 
aboaU  be  MffiMDbetedi,  tbm  ia  a  "tide" — tb«re  is 
a  fl(u  and  a  refloa  in  tbe  sflkin  of  men ;  and,  al- 
tboHgh  I  he  p«U(ieala«peet,trfainh«rai^eB  gloomy 
and  iw aaring.  bnii  iliaipprarirti  j  and  vehare  poi' 
eeived  in  pla<%of  it  a  bright  and  atiijmn'oiiH  proe- 
pcci ;  yn  BO  one  can  tMenaia  how  long  vriil.be 
jts  cuntiaaaaoe.  No  hitman  fqmight  can  rtaeh 
toalUawratuiB;  tonobtHaaa  beiogbeloogs  tbe' 


tooa  eveat,  wbieh-  way  lake  place  in  lho«oiiT>e  of 
a  loag  •uoeeasioo  of  peeiodi  yetto  come.  Indeed, 
mt,  1  AonVi  -atier  nocal.unt^  oo'biunan  nature, 
vcn  iKLwy.!^  dH,faook«f  StMiitj  ttdmnt 


itive,  ibe  moat  peactratiog  «ye,dattl  each  i 
■aceeaiitely  opens  anMiactosesitiemi tents.  What 
are  our  pre-eoneeplioin  of  the  eTonta  of-  ai>T  Pe- 
riod '  before  lb«y  aetualty  come  to  paai  1  VTW 
are  Ihey  morp  than  ooajectarei?  What  mom 
than  mere  expeclatiaBa  that  tfartain  affieota  wlU 
ix  prodilead  Vj  tertain  cBiiaea,  vbieb  we  belien 
to  be  naturally  adapted  to  the  produe'iioB  of  fooh 
effeeU'l  Bat  boir  often  am  tbese  ezpeetatiaap 
disappotniod  1  Look  i&tq  the^olnmeof  biKoi7£ 
which  i«<xirds  the  tranmctioDs  and  the  ereats  of 
pait  time*,  and  bOwfr^uemty  ii it  lobe aeanlbat 
one  geooraiioo  of  men  had  ozperienced  a  iiate  ti 
l&iDfi  widely  different  tram  what  bad  bean  toh 
peetal-fay  the  preeediaig  fmemioa,  acd  thenijr 
nutaeof'whai  (heeaiabngatatBoftbingaiaibav 
time  bad  oaemed  to  pahniM  ifaatn  ! 

-Bo  tonf  ac  man'  eoitinnes  to  lie  ivbal  1m  ^ 
MlceB''ln  a  coUeeiive,  nati<K)Bl  capacity,  rerolu- 
tioQ  of  MniimebcmBy  beecpeetedloatteadhiai; 
^idin  tbaadBiiniabatioiL9f  biagonrniMCt,oBe 
UDilbTmonraryiagoaaneDf  procedure  iaapbo- 
noipeaop  Kardely  toheiatagiiMd— '««RaiDl)r,aav- 


r  ret  csparianMd'fbr  any  great  length  of  tim 
:ele*i,  indeed,,  it  is  to  be  fonad  in  thf  gloomT 
s  of  despotism.    In  couattiea  over  wbicb 


that  speciei  itf  goVernmtffit,  or  rather  that  abnaa 
tf  all  govemment,  atictehes  It*  iron  seepi^e,  and 
by  est^idting  a  perenmal  system  of  uniTeeWl 
■tear,  maiataina  an  absolute  contnri  otbt  the  pat^ 
lie  sentimeiti,  the  despot,  who  by  his  nod  inltt 
eTcryttUaf.  may  direct  bis  teweedin^  in  <wd 
aaiibrin  course.  Nowhere  else  is  euea  au  uoi- 
fonpiiy  of  procedure  to  be  found.  In  those  da- 
voted  countries,  the.  springa  -of  buman  action  ate 
bound  down  so  closely  on  all  sides,  that  no  loom 
is  leFtwiberein  to  move  tfaemMlvea. .  An  nnim- 
sal  dread  of  the  lynat  klupifies  ami  hulhrn  the 
wbola  natiea  iato  a  state  of  4«ad,  liatlesa,  ^wet- 
lam,  and  profoHcnl  Bl»thy;  ooniequattly,  them 
caauDt  exit't  any  axtemal  caoae  by  whaeh  the 
tyrant  can  be  inflaenfef  d  (o  tary  his  eonrse,  otbv 
wi*e  iban  according  to  bis  o^m  will  and  ImmM. 
Yet,  even  Jn  thosa  unrortnoate  rarioia,  tha  band- 
-agce- of  oppression  are  soaetinM*  omWa  so  seveta- 
ly.  tight,  and  strained  to  such  an  eaeenWe  dagiW, 
that  they  are  snapped,  aad  afibrd  a  temporary 
relief  to.ibe  wrelebed  'salyects.  The  sfvinga  af 
action  for  a  aiomeiit  racover  a  poriieii  of  thear 
nataral  eUiieity,  and  expand  themselves  so  &r, 
at  kMt,  asto^rrodooeaMvi^tionin  tbeOovcm- 
TQcnt.  Scaraely  ever  is  aOy  other  sort  of  r«rolii- 
tian  prodoeed  in  ibose  codntriea. 

Bet  in  a  free  country,  a  eoaatiy  taally  fr«e, 
Where  publie  opinion  cannot  be  reoresBed,  wham 
public  seotintent  caanol.  and  sbonld  not  be  cea- 
irolled,  refotaiioDB.  of  that  snttimenl — as  they 
will  bappen,  more  ot  less  frequently,  according  to 
the  ruling"  temper  of  the  nation— Haflueoce  the 
ffOTcrnmeat,  and  oceasioo  changes  or  alteratjona 
In  the  admioisiralioa  of  it,  wi^out  afiecting  the 
existence  ^  the  governmeot  at  all. 

There  is,  however,  to  the  Ameriican  people,  a 
peculiar  source  of  coosolaiioB  in  the  rational  and 
,jnat:|niKtiplea  of  (be  quem  wkitii  ibtiy  hare 
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been  viae  enon^  (o  eiUtbtlffa.  Tfam  pHnciplea 
Mrv«  ■>  ta  ricTatcd  and  lamiDoiu  beacon,  bf 
looking  to  which,  (ho»e  who  bare  direetiiMi  of 
the  vend  of  State  nay  eauljr  and  nfelf  guide  it 
smidat  ths  toeki  aiiil  fhoal*  'whereon  *o  many 
haTc  been  wrecked.  Tbaae  friQciplcs  eolighion 
tbepatbithatletd  to  pablie  bappimn, nnd  render 
them  infinitely  plainer,  and  qftiFe  euily  to  b« 
timced,  than  they  are  loaod  -to  be  on  any  other' 
portion  of  tbc  globe.  Tltis,  tbeo,  ia  a  ^rrat  and 
■ingnlar  adranlage  attending  oor  admirable  aja- 
tem — that  the  itrictat  adfaewnefe  to  in  Kal  prin- 
ciple*, i*  the  easiect  and  iqoal  direct  way  towardi 
promoting  the  genenl  inlerMti,  trgnqnilliiy,  and. 
Happinera  of  the  people.  Il  may,  perbapa,  be  laid 
dowo  as  a  correct  poattion,  that  the  dotation  of 
pnUie  aentioent,  in  favor  of  public  tneamrci, 
will  geuertlly,  be  commeneorate  witb  tha  time 
faring  wbicfa  thna  meMKaniue  raeb  ■•  promote 
the  general  intereat  and  happineu  of  the  people. 
Blnce,  then,  of  all  ijritetei  in  the  world,  the 
Amerfean  ayatcm  of  ^Temmenfis  the  best  cal- 
enlated  for  an  easy  attainment  of  these  objects^ 
proporliooaUy  greater  in  tbia,  than  in  any  other 
system,  ii  the  probability  that  these  objects  will 
tie  pursaed  in  the  administtBiion  of  it  Hence, 
also,  in  the  same  proportion,  is  the  prospect  that 

Enbltc  aentiment  will  be  less  liable  to  fluctuation 
ere,  |ban  under  any  oibtr  goremment  where  the 
public  feelings  are  allowed  lo  express  ihemselVeE. 
Bnt,  Devertheteas,  sir,  is  there  an  sbaotute  cer- 
laioiy  that  the  sdminiairators  of  that  syttera  will 
be  alwR)[s  iHTariably  guid«d  by  its  principles;  or 
that,  plain  and  direct  as  is  the  way  that  .leads  to 
public  bappiaess,  they  will  never  pursue  any  other 
course  1  Is  there  an  absolute  certainty  that  erery 
meapure,  of  every  set  of  men  who  shall  hereafVer 
tacoeed  to  the  administration,  will  prontoie  the 
gcQaral  weUare  in  all  respects^  and  be  perfectlr 
ConformaUe  to  those  rules  of^  economy  whicn 
are  essential  to  the  prosperity  of  a  goTemmeUt 
like  thiB,'^and  eqoalljp  enential to  tbeffeneral  hap- 

E'aess  ot  the  American  peopief  Can  aacb  an 
feranoe  beeleariyand  ludeniablf  drawn  from 
correct  riews  of  human  nature,  oir  from  a  reneral 
experience  of  the  political  tranaactions  oT  man- 
kind 1  No  air !  And,  itllhough  from.,the  princi- 
ples of  this  system,  and  from  the  virtue  of  the 
.American  people,  thve  Is  far  better  security  fo* 
•n  easy  httainmaot  of  ^every  desirftblo  object  of 
eiTii  gorercment  here,  than  anywhere  else ;  yet 
this  security  is  not  completelv  iofillible.  It  can- 
not be  expected  Jhat  no  vicissitude  in  the  political 
adain  of  this  cininlry,  that  no  revolntiati  of  pub- 
lic aentiment  will  faereai^et  take  place.  Already 
hare  we  experienced  an  important  change.  At- 
ready  hare  we  ezi>ertetMed  a  change  amounting 
to  a  complete  rerolutton  of  sentiment,  as  to  a. 
great  portion  of  the  AmMican  people,  and  to  a 
complete  revwsal  of  the  prominent  measures  of 
admipistiatiOB.  I  hare  rejoiced,  air,  and  do're- 
joioe  in  this  change,  as  a  grand  amelioration  of 
measures.  I  rejoice  in  the  auspicious  sute  of 
things  Which  it  has  oroduced.  I  hare  trosled,  I 
bare  belreved,  and  I  hope,  (bat  ifresls  on  a  basis 
which  will  re&dcr  it  duiatda ;  ye^  I  baVa  an  ri|bt 


to  flatter  myself  it  will  ^waya  eontinne  u  bt 
such.  What  has  once  happened,  may  bappea 
■gain.  What  ha*  been  once  done,  may  be  dona 
agaio,  and  may  be  expected  lo  be  dona  again 
whenerer  ihe  same  disposition  shall  exist  in  the 
agents,  if  the  authority  remains  the  mme.  The 
construction  wliich  has  bebn  given- to  the  elatisi^ 
I  bare  read,  in  the  cases  allnded  to.  and  tmd« 
which  eoostmctio^  such  a  latitude  of  power  bai 
becD  assumed  as  may  be  given  agatn  to  (bat 
danse ,-  and  the  same,  or  even  a  greater  latituda 
of  power  majr  be  actoally  ezercipad  under  laek 
eona'truetion,  if  the  clause  mnaina  m  it  is.  U  is 
possible  that  we  may  fed  the  lash  of  .anotbes 
sedition  act,  or  something  more  terriUe,  in  its 
iwovisions.  Indeed,  sir,  1  wish  there  nkay  be  no 
reason  toapivebend  that  the.period  nwy  not  be  ' 
, very  far  distant  when  we  mar  experience  a  to- 
flux,  a  sad  reflux  of  things,  ano  behold  omr  politi- 
cal bOTizoa  again  darkened  and  menaetng. 

That  the  clause  I  hare  read,  shoold  be  liaUe  to 
receive  a  construction  so  broad  and  extensive  is, 
perhaps,  not  rery  much  to  be  Wdndered  ai,^wben 
we  consider  the  strong  propensiiy  existing  in 
bnman  nature  to  grasp  at  nnwanantaUe  power; 
and  when,  indeed,  frequent  experience  mabifesta 
too  much  inclination  to  adopt  measures  which 
appear  expedient,  without  strictly  ezaminicesvbe- 
ther  sucb  meaaum  are  aaihoriied  by  the  Coneii- 
tution  or  not.  There  is  something  faaciqatingiB 
the  possession  of  power.  When  no  limits  ate 
fixed  to  Ihe  exercise  of  it,  everythiag  within  ia 
reach  is  legalized  aceording  to  the  will  of  tlw 
possewor.  This  is,  to  him,  the  only  standard  of 
moral  lectittide.  In  the  scale  of  human  actions, 
those  which  are  forbidden  by  the  eternal,  indefeas- 
ible laws  of  naturaand  of  reason, are  ooofounded 
witb  those  which  tbeee  laws  admit.  Th^se  laws, 
which  riiould  be  nniremlly  oblintary  on  all  in 
power,  and  all  'ont  of  power,  ana  which  'may  be 
rightly  called  the  ^reat  charter  of  the  human 
race,  are,  by  this  arbiter,  this  wilt,  so  construed  as 
to  bar*  no  binding  force  at  all.  The  anggeatioDe 
of  this  arbiter,  decide  the  fitnesa  of  every  act 
throQchout  die  scale.  By  these,  the  life  of  «  man 
and  the  life  of  an  inseet  arecneo  [daeed  in  the 
nme  degree  of  estimation.  ,  By  the  decisfoiis  of 
tbia  tribunal,  all  principles  iue  oonfbunded,  and 
ererVlbing  is  rendered  lawful  to  the  aovereign. 
As  'be  wills  any  act,  so  it  is  lo  be  dona,  aa  expe- 
dient to  disfday  bispower  and  to  maintain  his 
dominion.  Smh  i*  the  ease  in  daspoiic  govern- 
ments, and  hene^  sir,  it  shoold  be  deduced,  as  an 
ineoBtrovenibte  maxim,  that,  in  every  govern- 
ment intended  to  be  limited  in  its  pos^r^  it  is 
essential  clearly  to  define  those  paw>ers.  This  is 
deceasary  in  goventnents,  the  powenof  which  an 
dengnef  to  be  much  more  goieral  and  extensive 
than  ihoaeof  the  federal  Oovemment  of  these 
States..  Hoiv  important,  then,  is  it,  that  the  poll- 
ers of  this  Qeyeratnent,  limited  as  they  are  in  so 
peculiar  a  manner,  shoold  be  marked  out  witb 
such  cleamesa  and  precision,  that  those  who  ad- 
minister the  Qoremment  may  not,  at  any  time^ 
irithout  manifest  and  glaring  violation  of  its  es- 
smial  ponolptos,  exeruse  aSy  powm  not  iuodad 
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Amendment  to  &e  CtmMtitution:. 


H.orK.. 


to  lie  delegated  lo  ihem!  Wiih-«  view  to  thii 
•bject,  I  wish  lo  submit  tbu  pioposiiion,  beltev-, 
tug  91 1  do,  that  <iDdsr  some  ^nual  expressioBi, 
perhapb  not  sufficieotlf  ezplicii-^coatained  in  tJie 
dame  irl>icli  I  bare  lead — a  poirer'haE  been  ex- 
eroiwd  vhioh-mj  uarai  inlwided  to  be  vetted  in 
anr  department  of  Ibis  Oot^ioeBt 

In  subnntlJBg  tbi»  propoaition,  sir,  I  ntlicit  tk« 
indulgence  and  paiiepce  of  the  Hoiua,  while  I  take 
a  view  of  ibe  Datura,  the  powers,  and  geauhie  pcin- 
clptcB  of  Ibe  Federal  ConatitUtion,aGl  UDdeniand 
them  to  bo;  and  of  its  relation  to  the  States.  In 
thii  riew,  i  trust,  those  powers,  those .  principles, 
and  (bal  nJatioo,  will  be  laid  dQwn-Dol  incompat' 
ibfr  with  the  general  nadentanding  of  thm  by 
the  American  people.  I  believe! shall  be  siricll^ 
conformabte  to  ile  esaenlial  prineiplee  i^hen  I  sajr- 
that  this  Constiiutimi  does  not  extend  iu  adthorii^ 
to  the  almost  limits  of  oivil  juriidiction — thai  it 
embraces  not  all  the  objects  of  civil  rule  or  au- 
iboritf — that  it  does  not  give  to  ibis  Goveioment 
a  right  to  exercise  everjr  species  of  power  czistiDg 
■nder  the'OovBnimenta.Of  these  American  Slates, 
that  it  conveys  mt  to  it  ab  aviboritf  to  perform 
all  the  fnnatiana.of  BQVMeigDt);^lhat  it  lestains,' 
it  confines,  rt  liniits  the  authotilr  of  thifl  Gtovem- 
nent  to  certain  ddins^ted  bbjeots — that  it  confers 
apon  it  certain  particular  4>owers^U  which  are 
JMtinctly^  enumnated  aad(  apeoined-^that  these 
powera,  and  U)ese  alone,  it  dele^let  to  Ibis  Qov- 
cmideni — ibat  it  dees  ooi  assume  the  broad  and 
ezteoBire  priaeiple  ihilt  all  power*  are  granted  lo 
this  QoTernment,  which  aicjiot  ezpresalf  rssetved 
lo  the  States  or  lo  the  people  of  the  Statea^that 
dirCetlr  the  conirary  principle  coostilutes  its  very 
eswnce.  This  principle  is,  that  aM.powivs  a^ere' 
served,  whicb«reB(tt  ex preailv granted  to  the  Fed- 
eral Oarernmaat,  or  ax|Hreesljr  prqhibited  to  the. 
States.  So  far  from  Itevinz  the  States,  or  the  peo- 
ple of  .the  States,  in  possession  of  no  ouier  powers 
or  rights  than  those  which  aieexpreMJy  reserved 
to  them,  this  Constimtioi)  contains  no  ezpreia  re- 
servation at  all,  except  in  ooe  siiigle  clause,  which 
reservvB  to  the  Swtes  the  r^[ht  of  appointing  the 
officers  of  militia,  and  of  traming  iheip  according 
W  the  diseipJiae  prescribed  bf  Congress.  Tbis,] 
eonceiT^  was  done,  because  such  a  ngbtwasdeeol- 
cdpropcrto  tnretained  to  the  Stales.and  inasmuch 
as  11  is  a  right  iacideuial  to  that  of  providing  for 
orgaoiziDg  and  discipUniag  the  mil;tia,  which  is 
expranlf  graaied  to.lbe  Folerat  Govemmeiit,  as 

maaoa  of  enabling  it  to  eoaamand  tbe  force  of  the 
Htton  for  the  common  defence  of  all  tkf  States; 
Uus  right  might  be  constraed  to  pass  over  to  ihe 
Oeoeial  Oovemmentaloag  with  the  last  mentioned 
power,  were  it  not  positivelf  excluded  from  the 
granU  It  were,  indeed,  entirely  needlees,  unlets 
It  should  be  for  the  purpose  of  guarding  against 
eoutnutlions  no  war  compatible  with  the  genius 
of  the  Qovemmeni,  to  make  snf  tdch  reservation. 
For,  sir,  the  B[MGifieatiOn  of  particular  powers  is  - 
tttelf  an  ezdueion  of  all  other  powers — ti  is-a  pos- 
itive limtiation  of  the  anthorily  of  this  Go^ern- 
neDt  to  those  Mriicotar  specified  powers.  This 
principle  maoiiettlr  appMrs  from  the  orgaoisaiioo 
<f  thii  Conatitiitioo.    Fiota  Ute  .ptfto,  fton  the 


nMpe,-from  cbe  nature,  froqi  the  design  of  it,  wa 
may  trace  this  principle  too  plainly  and  too  dit-, 
tinclly  to  be  mistaken.  -  It  is  stamped  on  the  face 
-of  (be  ConslitiitioD  is  bright  and  sbiai'ag  colors — 
it  ia  ecgrared  on  it  in  characters  too  strong  and 
too  splendid  to  be  roiiundersioad^  ' 

I  hav;e  taken  this  view  of  the  Constitation,  be- 
cai^se  this  great  principle  was  co-existent  with  the 
Consiituiioa  itself,  and  because  the  (eoth  amend- 
ment, which  declares  that  "  the  powers  not  dele- 
gated to  the  Qenetal  QovernmeDl,  nor  prohibited 
to  ihe  States,  are  reserved  to  the  State?  or  to  fha 
people  respectively,", did  not  create  tbis  principlej 
out  is  only  a  i^ogoition  of  it,  which  has  beea 
deemed  piaper  to  Im  inserted,  lest  a  E»irit  of  inno- 
vaiioD,  tddutging^  it^f  In  r^ons  oi  wild,  fanci- 
ful, extra vagaht  theory,  might  give  a  cooslructioik 
AS  to  the  quarUutn  of  powers  delegated  to  the  Fed- 
eral Qpvemment  by  tbeCoostiiuiionjandasto  tbQ 
powers  retained  to  the  Stales,  totally  incompatibla 
with  the  universal  understanding  of  the  Americaa 
people  thereon  at  the  time  of  its  adoption. 

Why,  air,  did  ibe  framers  of  tbis  Coosiitution  so 
Qtealy  cooatruct  ile  material  partsi  Why  was  it 
drawn  with  such  precision,  suih  exacted  in  the 
limitBtioo  of  its  powers,  and  ohsncb^euliarprin- 
ciQlesI  For  this  very  manifest  and  ttaportant 
reason — that  as  tittle  danger  as  possible  might  re- 
sult fjom  ooDstractive  interprelBt  ion—to  guard  it 
in  tf^e  most  effectual  manner  disceraable  by  hu- 
man foresight  against  sych  coDstructions  as  would 
give  to  it  a  cdosolidaiing  tendency.  But  every 
aet  of.the  Federal  Legislature,  which  invades  the 
indepeadenc^  of  the  States,  whether  it  assumei 
jaria4icttoQover«bJects  of  the  gteatest  importances 
<v  whether  ii  aasomcs  jurisdiction  over  objects  of 
small  conscqnencc,  will  have  that  tendency;  Lnaa- 
macb  as  both  of  these  descriptions  of  acts  are  bol- 
tcKoed  on  the  same  destructive  principle — both 

Savitate  towards  the  same  centre — both  have  a 
reel  tendency  to  degtioy  the  State  iiutiiutioaa. 
The  diffirence  between  them  consists  merely  in 
the  degree  of  rapidity  wjth  which  that  work  of 
destruction  would  be  wrought  by. measures  of  the 
first  description,  and  the  decree  of  rajiidity  with' 
1«bich  it  woojd  be  compassed  by  those  of  the  lat- 
ter description.  A  bold  and  gigantic  stride  ot 
usurpation  might  at  once  totter  the  Stale  fabrics 
to  their  very  bases,  and  soon  level  them  with  the 
face  of  the  earth ;  whereas,  ebcroaohments  coia* 
mencing  in  smaller  violatioha  of  State  atitbority. 
aod'prc^ressiag  steo  by  step,  would  gradually  ana 
almost  imperceptibly  nndennine  and  loosen  their 
foundation.  Tne  operation  in  such  iostances,  al- 
tboogh  It  would  be  slower,  yet  perhaps,  might  nnt 
be  the  leas  sure  of  finally  producing  their  total  de- 
Btrgctioo.  Indeed,  air^  every  acr,  which  assumes 
a  power  not  granted,  is  a  itep  towards  consplida- 
tion.  It  wrests  fiom  the  Slate  Qovernmenis  a 
portion  of  that  rtsiduum  of  authority  which  re- 
mained to  them  when  the  Constitution  was  adopt- 
Such  encroachments  cannot  be  made  with- 
out extreme  danger.  For  one  assumption  al  wajra 
farniabes  a  precedent  for  anothe;  assumption ;  this 
Bgaiti  becomes  ground  for  further  infringementi 
on  State  auiWity;  tbeace  ensues  a.Rgtuar  pro* 
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r  Gorern'ment.  All  tlieae  acts  of  Fednal  vsur- 
ptlioD,  wbile  they  are  drawisg'  iota  its  voclei  tbis 
great  sccessioQ  of  power,  ate  weaving  around  tbe 
State  infttttutioDa  the  web  of  destruction,  i  Al- 
tbough  dreadful  maf  he  the  struggle — dreadfi^ 
nay  M  the  scenes  ezhifailed  OQ  (he  thaatie  of  the 
American  worldbefore  this  will  be  entirety  drawn 
vverthe  Stales — yet,  air  it  may  be  done.  After 
a  cDDtioued  atiiea  of  suoh  encroach ca en ts  on  tkeir 
rigiiia  and  auiboriliei,  from'  the  state  of 'iosiginfi- 
eaBCV;  into  which  tbey  will  then  be  rank,  they 
maybe  permitted  to  mer^  into  the  geperal  moss. 
As  .institutions  no  longer  wortbthe  expeoies  r«> 
qnisile  for  their  nuintentttMie— as  of  locr  liiile  con- 
Mquenoe  to  merit  any  further  lupport,  they  may 
be  given  up,  sufierod  lo  lose.all  tneir  energy,  and 
U  iMwih  ibeir  very  exiatenae,  Ks,  waveB,  which  ap- 
pear for  a  while  on.  the  mrlaca  of  ibe  ocean, 
subside  into  its  immeiiH  bosom,  and"  disappear 
intirely. 

Should  this  m^noholy  state  of  thiogs  ever 
grise,  what  will  be  its  ultimiTe  issue  Heareo  only 
Mows.  WhiectiM  this  great  and  fiourisbin^conn- 
try,  which,  at  this  tiote,  eheds  its^;h)ries  far,  t^ty 
far,  beyond  tbe  limits  of  its  own  terrifmies,  will 
Ihen  coDtinns  to  be  the  fair  nursery  of  liberty,  or 
wUetber  it  will  become  thefri^tfnl  seat  of  politi- 
Cftl  slBTerr;  whether^iEuleed,'t5e^ery great,  tbe 
))etoTcd,  the  inestimable  principle' of  reprcaenta- 
don  itself,  the  discovery  M  which  has  been  of  Jn- 
iaitely  more  importance  to  the  political  world 
tban  the  an  of  naviption  has  been  to  th«  coib- 
mercial  world — of  ip&mtelr  more  importanoe 
tban  any  tut  ever'was  to  the  humaa  kind — s  prin- 
oiple  without  which,  under  whatever  form  a  Oor- 
Wnment  may  exist,  it  ia  imposiible  that  liberty 
ebould  exist,  except  it'be  in  a  perfect  demooncy  ; 
ererj  idea  of  whose  eristence  under  any  other 
QoTemmeat  destittite  of  that  principle  is  ^rfectly 
chimerical;  every sueh  Oo terotuent, be  itsstruc' 
tore  whatever  it  may,  which  pretends  to  main- 
min  its  existence,  rerilyindeedexhibitsoneaf  the 
merest  l^rCei  that  ever  appeared  amongst  the 
•cenes  of  any  political  drqma ;  whether,  I  say,  this 
all-importsnt  principle  will  then  continue,  t«  nc 
toate  tue  QovernmeDt  of  this  country,  or  whether 
it  will  cease  lo  roaintaiD-  its  just  empire,  kree  its 
energy,  end  even  at  length  be  sporned  from  the 
American  chores,  in  order  to  make  way  for  the 
iBtrodvction  of  a  monstrans  system,  which  re- 
verses die  natnral  order  of  ihingi — transfers  the 
■overeigntr  from  the  people,  who  alone  are  the 
MtDTBl,  who  alone  Can  be  the  legitimate  poesee- 
Hrsof  it — 'plaeeiitin  thefatndaofan  Individual—^ 
flxea  a  ditnlem  on  his  head  ;  And  tint  bauble,  ac- 
cording to  the  principle  then  brooght  into  opera- 
tion, eommnnieates  to  him  the  whole  majesty  of 
thenstioB^  which  is  transmitted  as  an  inheritance 
tbrongh  hie  family  from  generation  to  generation, 
whetber  the  heir,  oa  whom  the  iaheritance  should 


devotve  at  any  time,  be  a  knave  or  a  fool ;  and  by 
tfte  history  of  mankind  it  is  shown  to  ns  that 
Tery  often  these  posaesswn  of  tbe  sonteignty  of 


nations  Jiompleiely'  units  ia  ifaeir  own  persons 
both  of  these  cbaracters:  Sir,  what  appeUatioa 
stall  I  give  .to  a  system  like  this?  A  aysMm  em 
truly  preposterous  jn  its  nature  as  it  is  lortuoaa 
and  wroDgifulid^its  operaiiM;  but  to' which,  nev- 
atthetess,  a.  vast  ^rtion  of  ibe  human  mce  have 
been  blindly  devoted  ffom  the  earliest  agea.of  so- 
ciety down,  to  the  preset  day.  !EhaL.  very  cir- 
cumstance, lioweter,  ooniribples  not  a  little. to  tha 
appreciation  of  ike  Americaa  syiteni.  That  it 
baa  been  .tUe-  p^ouliar  felicity  of  the  A— erieio 
people  to  understaod  their  own.ri^bt*'— iQ-insttMitv 
governments  better  adapted  to  tbe  in^rtaatpui^ 
pose  of  scouring  to  theniaelpes  ■  pnmaaaat  an* 
jpyment  "f  those  rights  than  Bfiioasof  the  eld 
world  ever  have  done;  and,  moreaver.  to  deriv* 
additional  benefits  frem  the  happy  comBioMion  of 
a  Federal  Oorern^eni  with  thoseof  the  poriicifc- 
le^  States,  are'all  cifcUmstances  which  emiueeUy 
charaotenze  thi»  syatem,  and  disiingnjch  it  fronfc 
every  other  political  establishment.  While,  tu 
&om  rejoicing,  we-deeply  lamNit  that  theaucient 
darkoess  which  had  boUDd  the  world  in  ctiaiQC 
for  more  than  forTy.cestQiies,  still  Covers  an  ink* 
nlente  portion. of  the  globe^  wbera  everything  ex- 
isis  under  the  gloomy  leign  of  despotnm;  (ha 
tepublican  principle,  maiiitaiiied  in  its  gmHiina 
spirit,  like  a  rieh  gem  placed  in  the  midst  af  • 
rude  ooltectioti  of'  wmlhteea  (fain^  mmi  shina 
with  augmented  brilliancy,  when  viewed  io 'con- 
trast with  so  many  -horrible  svatems  eeataisiB^ 
netasinrie  trait  which  resembiestbefiiiaMet'oiN- 
lines  of  liberty— Dot  oDe  of  its  dinoeai  fMnma— 
hot  erhibitinK  od  every  sidevast  malltludea  in  all 
the  variety  of  wretehedjiess,  who  never  laoMd  oC 
any  other  than  the  bitter  eup  of  slavery  1 

OI1I  sir,  bow  lapramly  talaabte  oaglu  oor 
happy  institvtiDas  to  beoteeaiedl  WhatafdeM 
zeal  should  animate  our  efibrta  to  fuwaerv*  thent 
uaimpairad — tosheriih  and  cnltiVBte  Ibeir  vit^ 
principlea.  in  their  original  parity  bdi)  perfeetton— 
to  tranNoit  them  down  to  posterity  unrtaLaMd  by 
eornipiioa,  Qnastailed  by  vialcnce  i  ' 
ftt  Sir,  while  I  express  these  sentiiBeii.fa,  under  n 
full  pemoasion  that  I  shall  not  be  «antradieted  as 
to-  their  propriety,  I  cannot  but  believe  that  I  ntay 
also  affirm,  without  fear  of  being  lafated  in  opin- 
ion by  many,  that,  amongst  the  exceUenciea  of 
the  Federal  Govfemment,  there  is  none  mote  im- 
portant— there  is  none  more  valuably  than  it» 
Hmited  character  as  it  respe^u  the  8«ate  aottiari- 
tiee.  Yested  with  powereduly  prapurtioiied  to  its- 
Own  proper  objecu  only,  whicn  are  of  a  general 
nature,  and  alike  regard  all  the  8tM«,  it  ieavea 
tb«m  in  fall  possesaioo  of  thd*  own  ■orerognty  ;. 
wbile,  on  the  other  hand,  amongst  the  powem  sax- 
rendered  np  by  the  Slates  to  this  Gkivernmeit^ 
there  are  very  few  bat  roeh  at,  if  exercised  by 
either  of  the  States  indi^vidaally,  might  materially 
aJTcct  tbe  interests,  and  in  some  iattances  endan- 

Sir  the  safety  of  the  other  StsMa.  Thus  ench  in- 
ridual  State  pariieipatee  in  the  benefits,  nsult- 
ing  from  the  united  and  eombined  eaergiea  of  the 
whole  ;  while  it  letaiaa  the  right  of  aareraignty, 
and  all  the  powets  reqaisite  for  a  campUte  aa- 
minietnitioa  of  its  enni  afiuroi    Hen,  then,  is 
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the  t[ue  clituacwi  <i  .iti«  Federal  Oar^ameai. 
The  povera  propeily  apjterlaiDrDg  to  it  are  kni- 
tted U  those  which  are  mirely  of  a  fedeiatiTe 
nsiure,  and  to  such  as  the  Slates  by  this  cotnpacl. 
have  eoosenied  lo  jrieU  up  to  it  Tor  the  coudhod 
beoeGis  of  the  UaioD.  '  The  fotmer  could  not  (k 
commanMaled  to,  noi  be  exerciKd  by,  either  of 
the  Stales  individuallr,  without  aesliojio^  the 
indepeodence  of  the  otoen.  The  latter,  )|  not 
thus  yielded  up,  might  he  .exercised  bj'  any  of 
them  to  the  detrioieDt  of  the  »bl  Thm  it  ii  that 
each  particular  State,  by  consenling  to  yiejd  up 
to  the  Uoioo  those  powen,  and  those  alone,  the 
reteoiioD  of  whioh  might  be  iDjurioas,  provides' 
for  itself  a  tecuritf  against  injuries  by  the  same 
act  which  divests  itself  of  the  power  to  injui 
eith«T  of  itj  siller  States  ;  witik  the  'F^eral  Goi 
emmeqi  deriFet  from  this  ce^ioa  no  QutuQer  of 
i^t  to  tiench  upon  iboie  powers  wlilch  have 
baen  deemed  proper  to  be  retained  to  the  States — 
oo  lasaiieE  of  right  to  dimiaish-tbeiteovereiKnty 
as  distinct  tD4ependent.Stetes. 

Wl^  is  the  relation,  therefore,  which  subsists 
between  this  Federal  Gavanmitat  and  thoae  of 
the  particular  SltUes?  tf  its  Viw  character 
fuch,  KB  has  been  stated,  (aod  thi»,  I  think-,  will 
be  (ten led,  o[,  if  detuedj  I  fi^ouid  ehalledge  the 
most  subtle  g^ius  who  atcriheB  to'  it  otoie  esteo- 
live  ppwers,  to  support  aooh  it  position  without 
Utterly  demolishing  the  /iljadamenial  principles 
of  the  Confederacvj.lbisGoyernoieDtcaanal  justly 
claiiM  to  itself  (he  siuuemacy  of  a  paramount 
government  with  a  right  lo  restrain  ao4  control 
tbe  Stat^in-theexeicue  of  their  own' legitimate 
powers  \  those  ^Ktwere  which  remaned  to  them 
when  the  Coniutution  vm  a4(*pted.  To  ex^cise 
Huchan  authority.  0T«r  them  would  be  to  destroy 
their  independenoe ;  totaUy  to  annihiUie  their 
aoveieigaty  a»  States.  rj>r  one  sftvereif  a|y  eaa- 
not  eiisf  uBtdei'the  domitiidn  of  inotli^  svf**' 
eighty.  The  sfibjection  of  one  power  to  the  con- 
ttolof  Mpthei  power,  another  separate  otitrrulipg 
nnthority,  suppoaea-  a  state  of  subordioaiton  in 
ihe  fooner  power,  aod  that  all  supivmacy  tesitles 
in  the  latter..  Should  it  be  imagined,  uterefore, 
by  any  one  that  suoh  a  eort  of  power  over  iha 
States  existsin  this  G0*erAment,aod  [hat,  never- 
th«lBSP,  they  retain  aay  portioQ  of  their  original 
(oveteiffaty,  of  a  more  complete  abauidiiy  it  is 
not  within  the  compass  of  the  humaa  intelleci  to 
conceive.  It  is,  t^en,  uoQuee^onable  thM  either 
this  Qoveieinoienl  posses*  no  maueei  of  cootrot 
over  the  States,  as  such,  or  the  StMes  possess  no 
manner  of  aoveoeigoty  as-  States  \  htu  that  they 
do  pgesees  ample  lighisofaovefeigati,  I  believe 
wilInot,be  denied  by  any  one.  It  follows  then, 
of  oourse,  that  any  attempt  ia  this  Government 
to  exercise  auch  coDlrolliog  authority  over  them, 
would  be  Ao.  utempt  to  &atrov,  and  the  actuai 
exercise  ofaucb&ulaeriiy  would  actualiy  destroy 
theirsoveKignty asSiBtes.  Soalsa,theaHUmptioa 
of  any  powers  properly  apperlaioing  totheStat«B, 
aui  lut  granted  to  this  aovernment,  is  an  inva- 
tionof  their  s«*eieigi)ty.  A  serieeof  such  inva- 
sion* in  proareasioa  mutt  have  a  fatal  tendenoy 
to  produce;  the  suae  effect,  as  a  geneial  liDnttol-  \\ 


liiig  authority; -and  must  ultimately  operate  ■ 
destruction  of  the  Stafe  ioKtitUtiooa.  In  what 
relatibu,  therefore,  to  each  other  and  to  the  fed- 
eral Governmeqt,  which  cqDtiects  tbem  ti^ether, 
can  we  view  the  olembers  of  this  graitd  Coafedtr- 
acy,  but  in  that  of  so  many  diitmci  independent 
cojnmuqiLtesI  In  this  relation  they  all  stand,  aa 
well  to  the  Federal  06vernment  as  to '  each 
other.  In  this  relation  atone  can  tbey  be  justly 
yiewed.  Tbey  ar«  not  only  distinet  from,  aod  iii' 
dependent  of,eachot  her.  though  conoec  ted  togeihet 
iolbisCoDfederary:  equally arelheydistiiict.froiav 
and  independent  of,  tliis  Qeneral  Governmes^ 
thougkconneoted.  together  by  it  To  cement  thi> 
connexion  between  ihem,  asso  manv  distinct,  !»• 
dependent  coinm  unities,  waii  indeett  the  oririiial 
aud  primary  object  of  this  GoTemineai.  FroKi 
such  conasxion  between  independeot  Stale*  r«>- 
taining  their  distinct  separate  governmeeia,  il- 
has  been  rightly  judged  by  the  peoplq  of  thcar 
States,  that  greater  benefits  might  reslilt  to  aaeb 
and  toall  of  them,  than  could  be  expected  wiilaout 
any  connexion  at  all — greater,  loo,  than  e«ul<f  bv 
expected  to  How  from  any  connexion  founded  OW 
diSeieat  prtneiptcs,  Heoce  arose .  the  inKtituliga 
of  the  present  System  of  Gkircrnment.  A  system 
analogous  to  which  The  anoaUof  man,  either  an* 
cient  or  modern,  scarcely  presuit  us  with  tha 
smatlen  traces  oT  sny  ottier.  9uch,  tbeb,  being 
a  leading  priactpleo;  tbia  Governmeiit,  and  th« 
objects  of  i(  being  special  or  particular,  as  beforv 
observed,  its  limited  oitaraaier,  a&  it  respects  tht 
State  authorities,  most  n'ocessarily  he  one  of  iM 
ptiBcqul  disiiogiushiDg  properties,  otherwise  il 
would  not  be  conformAnle  to  that  principle.  It  ia 
essential  to  the  prospeiiiy  of  the  UnioQ  thM 
this  character  be  pieeeived — it  is  oMential  to  thjti 
happiness  of  the  American  people.  Let  not  thn 
Goverament,  therefore,  assume  lo  itself  any  poww, 
ia  the  exercise  of  which  this  ohataater  will  b« 
changed — the  true  relation  t^t ween  this  aod  Iho 
Siaie  QovecnmeDte  will  be  eotiiely  destroyed. 
l<et  not  this  Government,  proud  in  the  coa(em> 
platioB  that  the  arm  ofiii  authority  extends  ovei 
this  great  coaiineai,  diaregatd  Slate  rights,  and 
tahe  u^n  itself  the  exercise  of  powers  whicii  tha 
Constitution  has  withheld,  wisely  wiihheM  front 
it,  and  retained  in  other  bands.  Let  it  not  forgot 
its  own  true  character ;  but  always  recollect  thaL 
although  it}  authority  extends  to  all  the  [Taitcf 
States  generally,  yet  it  is  not  a  general  authority, 
but  an  authority  meoial,  and  limited  to  partioulai 
objects.  It  should  ever  be  remembered,  also,  that, 
between  Ibis  Government  and  the  Siaies.  mutual 
and  reciprocal  duties  and  Dblij[BtiQDB  have  arisen 
from  the  compact,  by  wbieh  this  Government  waa 
estaUished.  K  is  no  less  incumbent  oa  the  Fed- 
eral Oovernment  to coofine itaelf  within  the sphera 
of  its  own  appropriate  powers,' than  it  is  iocuqip 
bent  on  the  States  not  to  attempt  Ihe  resumption, 
of  any  of  Ihe  powers  which  they  have  surrender- 
ed up  to  this  Ouvernment.  The  States  are  bound 
by  the. cession!  they  baye  mode,  and  the  Federal. 
Government  is  bound  to  elajjn  no  more  nor  greater 
powets  than  those  "which  have  been  ceded  and- 
gr!(ated  to  iu    It  ia  the  duty  of  this  Governmsnt 
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to  regulate  ita  proeeediap  according  to  the  tneas- 
OTe  pf  powers  asBigoed  to  it  undec  the  Coasiitu- 
-tioQ ;  and  it  is  (he  doty  of  tbe  Slates  to  direct 
4heir  operatioiis  to  those  objects  oot^  wfiich  pe- 
-caliart;  belooe  to  ibem  aa  distinct  communities ; 
«qiially  ia  it  lbs  duty  of  each  to  move  hi  iu  owd 
'CoDstiintidnal  orbit.  If  either  of  them  jraadera 
from  this  course,  ttte  harmoaf  of  the  whole  sys- 
tem will  be  interrnpted ;  and  such  ioterrDptioDS 
must  have  a  lendeocy  to  defeat  the  principal  ends 
of  its  itistitntion.  I  do  not  itaagine^  however, 
there  is  grouod  for  apprehensioo  that  either  of  ihe 
States  wUlattempi  to  invade  the  authority  of  this 
OoverDment,  or  to  resume  any  of  the  powers 
which  thev  liave  surreodered  up  to  it.  This  opia- 
•ioa,  I  thinb,  will  appear  to  be  a  rational  one, waen 
ve  consider  the  oMure  of  thb  powers  vested  in 
the  General  Qovernmenl — thai  they  are  of  two 
■desoriptioDS,  (as  before  observed^)  some  of  them 
Iteivg  of  a  nature  pnrely.  federative,  whfch. never 
■dU  sppertaio  lo  tae  Biates,  and  canDot  be  ezer- 
•aised  by  either  of  them  in  its  individual  !:a|Mciiy ; 
Vhen  we  consider  those  of  the  other  description, 
which  originally  did  spperiainto  the  States,  and 
have  by  Ihem  oeen  surrendered  up  ts  this  Gc" 


tbat  the  safety  of  each  particular  Sl^Ie  was  in^ 
Tolved  in  the  estabjishmeot  of  a  firm  anion  and 
eonnexion  between  all  of  them;4hat,  lo 


lar  powern,  thereby  enablifii;  it  to  Combine  the 
general  interests  of  all  the  Slates  da  a  means  of 
cemenllnff  this  political  coi^nexioa  betnreen  them, 
which  otfierwise  conjd  not  be  expected  to  be  of 
any  lon^  duration.  To  soppoie,  tberefere,  tbat 
either  of  the  States  will  attempt  to  make  encroach- 
inents  on  tbe  known  established  powers  of  the 
Federal  Gbverement,  thassolemnlyassigaed  to  it 
under  the  Constitntion,  would  be'  to  suppose  ibe 
existence  of  a  very  great  degree  of  capncionsness 
in  tbat  Stale.  -Extreme,  inoeed,  would  be  its  iblly 
tnd  rashness  in  thus  arraying  itself  asaintt  tbe 
Union,  by  endeavoring  to  repossess  itaeUf  of  pow- 
ers so  solemnly  granted  to  thlsOovernment,  with 
its  own  consent,  and  that  of  tbe  other  States,  for 
the  great  parpose  of  -securing  its  independence, 
and  of  promotinc  those  general  interest!  which 
appertain  to  itself,  in  common  with  all  the  other 
States.  Scarcely  cafl  it  be  presumable  tbat  such 
a  step,  the  evident  tendency  of  which  wonld  be 
to  contravene  these  purpoees,  will  ever  be  taken 
by  either  of  the  States.  Nor  should  it  be  pre-' 
■umed  that  the  Federal  Government  will  pursue 
BD  eligible  coorie  for  efiecting  thcK  purposes,  by 
endeavoring  to  enlarge  the  sphere  of  its  own  pow- 
ers, and  to  contract  ihose  of  tbe  States.  Ttie 
powers  assigned  lo  it  under  the  Constitution  are 
amply  sufficient  for  all  these  purposes ,'  and  mis- 
taken, indeed,  is  tbat  zeal  for  tbe  Federal  Oov- 
wament,  which  would  stretch  its  authority  or  ex- 
tend its  operations  beyond  its  Constitution al  lim- 
its; for  there  exists  in  the'  American  people  a 
jealousy  for  State  rights  and  aniliorities.  There 
!«,  sir,  a  jealousy,  strong  anil  vigilant-^a  jeatousy 


which  will  take  the  alarm  whenever  theserights 
or  authorities  are  invaded  ;  in  proportion  to  the 
extent  of  such  invasion,  it  will  be  impassioned  : 
and  the  dissatisfactions,  which  may  be  apprehend- 
ed from  such  a  state  of  publicagiiation,  cannot tw 
de>irable  to  anv  real  friend  of  ifie  Union, 

Sir.  il)is  jealousy  is  not  merely  attentive  tothe 
preser^atiod  of  the  existing  Slate  auihoritiea  froia 
unconslitdtiopal  encroachments  by  the  General 
Governmeot;  it  is  also  averse  to  any  Constito- 
tiofl a  1  diminution  of  thrna  authorities.  It  eonsid- 
the  powersalready  vested  in  the  Federal  Gov- 
as  fully  adequate  to  all  the  pnrposes  of 
ition.  I  confess,  sir.  1  am  one  of  those 
who  entertain  this  sort  of  iealousy;  who  have  no 

>h  that  a  single  itein  should  be  added  to  th« 

talogue  of  powers  already  vested  in  tbe  Fed- 
eral Qoverftment;  whp  believe  tbat  such  s-step 
wonld  be  daiigeroas^  that  the,  process  once  com- 
menced, m>K^'  '**<i  'o  more  and  more  ^nts,  un- 
til all  real,  efficient  power  would  be  accumulated 
together  in  the  hands  of  the  Federal  Government 
and  the'Siaies  be  reuilered  perfeotly  eoatemptible. 
I  confess,,  too,  that  1  feel  no  satis&ction  in  seeing 
a.committee  raised  on  the  idea  of  an  addition  to 
the  existing  powers  of  the  Federal  Ooverpment; 
and  whatever  may  .have  occasioned  this  step,  I 
cannot  refrain  from  expressinE-my  repugnance  to 
it;  on  the  contibry^  I  am  induced  by  it  to  bring 
forward  thb  pioposiiion  thus  early  in  the  stssion, 
and  to  declare  these' sentiments  on  the  occasion. 

Important,  sir,  was  the-  epoch  when  this  Con- 
stitutioh  was  proposed  to  tbe  people  of  the  several 
States  for  their  consideration  and  adoption,  if  ap- 
proved of. ,  The  world  never  w)(i;esied  a  mora 
august  soeqe  than  what  America  then  exhibited. 
Thirtce;^  free  and  independent  States  engaged  in 
the  solemn  act  of  deliberating  on  a  system  of 
General  OoverDment,  which  should  draw  around 
them  a  band  of  political  union ;  which  should  ren- 
der this  a  Qrm  and 'durable  band,  aad  yet  to  at 
not  to  impair  the  indiyiduat  sovereignty  of  the 
States,  presented  indeed  a  sublime  spectacle.  To 
investigate  the  principles  of  a  system  so  new,  so 
unprecedented,  so  peculiar  in  its  nature,  the  strong- 
est energies  of  the  American  mind  were  brpugbt 
into  action.  It  was  an  object  of  tbe  most  anxioae 
inquiry  whether  this  svstem,  by  providing,  in  the 
manner  it  does,  for  the  great  purposes  of  the 
Union,  to  which  the  then  existing  Gonfederatioa 
had  b^Q  found  inadequate,  troald  not  impair  and 
ultimately  destroy  the  sovereignty  of  the  individ- 
ual States.  While  the  imbecililv  and  in^eaoy 
of  that  Confederation  became  a  tneme  of  univer- 
sal lamenutioa,  and  produced  a  general  wish  tbat 
the  ties  of  union  between  the  States  might  be 
strengthened,  every  American  heart  felt  itsetf 
deeply  interested  in  preserving  tbe  State  autfaor- 
ilies.}  every  heart  glowed'  witn  ardor  for  the  per- 
petuaiion  of  that  species  of  political  instiiation 
under  which  the  peonle  of  the  several  States  had 
maintained  th^irciril  polity  during  theirarduoos 
contest  for  independence^  This  great,  this  un- 
precedented act  of  Bovpreignly,  theiefore,  which 
gave  existence  to  this  system,,  was  not  performed 
witfaont  a  panse— soiemn  pause— «a  awAU  appra. 
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bmrion  that  possibly  ths  power*  to  be -delegated 
t»  the  Federal  OortrDmeDt  br  the  propbsed  Cod- 
yealioOj  might  hare  a  tendency  ro  shake  the' 
fi)UDdalion.(M  the  State  gorerDments,  aitd  fioatljr 
prodDce  a  coDsolidaticm  of  all  the  Stales  loto  one 
extended  empire.  Hop«  and  fear  alternately  af- 
fected the  public  mind  dnriog  thia  important 
crisis;  hope  that  the  system  would  operate  (he 
desired  tSect  tor  the  joint  beiKfit  of  ibe  Union 
and  of  the  Slates ;  fear  that,  it  might  absorb  all 
State  authorit;y,'atid  eTeBloally  defeat  the  bfisi 
enda  of  its  instiiniion.  Its  peculiar  organiealion, 
its  ieadine  essential  attributes,  cauliouly  eiam- 
ined,  delioerately  and  solemoty  trac«i^  recom-- 
mended  its  adaptioa.  From  its  strneture  and  its 
principles  arose  the  prospect  of  its  Qility,  and  on 
these  the  American  people  rested  their  hopes  that 
the  system  would  promote  the  general  interests  of 
the  uoioa  without  abridgice  the  independence  or 
sorereigniy  of  ibefitate*.    May- these  hopes 


IS  always  exisWd.  -  It  ireoeral 
the  Stales  thenwelTea.  It  u  a  landable  jealooay. 
It  la  foaodcd  in  reasoQ  and  mbttDre.  It  i*  a  jeal- 
ousy rcndling  froia  fixed  attuhmieDt  ' 


.     .  -nberly;,  betl^  adapted 

I  preservation,  al  lh«  same. time  ibat  greater 

•ecurity  for  good  order^n  aoeiaty^  is  afforded  than 
in  those  which  gorerti  the  iahabitanla  of  rery  ex- 
Mtuivfltmitotiesjisan  imprcMire inazim,stKiQ^ 


ly  iocoloBted.  on  the.  American  miad.  The 
if  the  serenl  States,  therefore,  see  in 
e  gDVerDincafs  wle  depdeitories  of  their  civil 


I.    ITie  peo- 


rights  and  itnmtiniliee ;  strong  barriers  against 
licentioD*  Interrnptions  of  social  order;  conve- 
aient  and  easy  niodes  of  admin istering  jmiice 
among  tbemselTes,  and,  indeed,  of  managing  all 
thni  local  atfairs.  Msnee  their  fpnd,  their  invin- 
cible attBchmeat  to  that  species  of  goremmenl. 
Habee  that  jealous  sensibility,  which  will  ever  be 
alanned  when  this  Qorernment  makes  any  en- 
eMaehm«H  oo  their  rights  or  authorities.  Hence, 
too,  those  struggles,  those  mejancholy  scenes. 
which  may  be  apprehended  befijre  the  people  of 
the  several  Stales  would  submit  to  a  dissolutioD 
of  the  State  instittitioas,  or  acquiesce  in  a  series 
ofmeasures  tending  todeprivetbenii  of  their  appro- 
priate powers,  should  so  fhfal  a  pdiey  ever  aireet 
theeouDoilsoftheUnioD.  Should  asfatal  a plicy 
ever  direet  the  eonncils  oT  the  Union,  did  I  say? 
Would  to  Ood  that  such  a  sort  oF  policy  had  not 
already  mingled  with  Its  councils.  Could  not 
■ueh  a  sort  of  policy  be  traced  in  the  doctrine  de- 
duced from  the  last  clause  in  the  einhtb  section  of 
the  Snt  artkle  of  the  Constitution  (which  I  have 
read,)  when  by  the  eonstrnetion  given  to  that 
elaase  in  the  ease*  which  have  been  alluded'  to,  if 
wa*  contended  that  the  Federal  Legislature  pos- 
sessed a  ri^t  to  pass  any  laws  whatsoever,  which 
they  should  deem  expedteDl  for  carrying  into  ex- 
ecution the  powers  eoomeiaied  in -thai  section; 
and  ^1  other  powers  vested  in  any  department  or 
cffieer  of  the  Goveniment,  whether  stMh  laws 


shoold  have  any  sort  of  relation  to,  or  any  man- 
n«  of  connexion  with  any  of  these  power*,  or 
not?    Saeh,  sir,  vras  the  eooiiractioa  given  to 

Ing  a  principle  of.  the  uioKnt  latitude  admisailda 
a  TOveraineDt  of  the  most  aolimited  extent  of 
,  risdietian.  Admit  this  prtDciple,  sir,  admit  that 
the  Congrea*  ahonid  posses*  such  a  latitude  of 
power,  and  what  then  would  remain  to  the  Blates) 
Woald  there -be  left  to  them  any  real,  substantial 
power?  No,<-sir,  All  might  Iw  grasped  by  tb« 
Oeoeral  Cfovemment.  The  plea  of  neeessily  and 
expediency  mighi   be  extended   l~    ~   ~    '        ' 


toy  leo^llia 
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whatsoever,  and  applied  to-every  poesible  sntiject 
of  l<^laiion ;  while  nothing  but  the  name,  aiid 
hardly  the  -same,  of  any  power  woilld  remain  to 
the  Slates.  Sir,  can  a  eonstrnetion,  which  ex- 
pUiA*  the  federal  juritdicliou  to  such  an  amazinr 
extent,  be  r^cgitcilable  to  the  tme  principles  u 
the  Confederacy  ?  Can  a  eonstruction  thus  traua- 
fonoing  the  Federal  Qovemment  from  a  system 
of  liinited  special  power*  into  that  sort. which  ex- 
ercises every  soeciei  ol  civil  and  political  author- 
ity, be  teooncitable  to  thoee  principles  ?  Sir,  it 
would  be  the  very  height  of  aDsurdity  to  say  tnat 
sueh  coatrarieties  eovid  be  reconcilable;  and 
should  stick  eonstruclimi  of  the  clause  I  have 
mentioned,  become  the  established  cDnstmeiioa  of 
it,  not  a  trace  of  those-  federal  princiiJes  would 
b«  leA.  The  Slates  would  become  States  ia 
name  only,  and  all  the  properties  of  a  consoli- 
dited  Government  would  spring  into-extsteoc*. 

Many,  sir,  and  truly  deaetved,  are  the  eulofW 
onia  which  have  been  bestowed  upon  the  Federal 
Government.  Beautiful  is  its  straetnre;  admi- 
rable are  it*  component  parts;  justly  inayit  be 


miration  towhieb  it  may  be  rightly  compared, 
it  may  he  said  that  this  Government  and-thoee  oi 
the  panic ular  Bute*,  taken  in  conjunctioD,  form 
a  system  in  the  political  hemisphere  not  nolike 
tbatwhich  in  the  natural  hemisKiere  is  exhibited 
by  a  grand  primary  planet,  and  its  snrroandinc 
satcUites)  this  comparison  should  aevertheless  h 
drawn  with  some  exception.  For  these  Stale* 
do  not,  like  those  saiclhies,  shine  with  borrowed, 
reflected  light,  emanating  from  a  (Freai  central 
planet.  No,  sir,  they  ditplay  a  radiance  wJsly 
their  own:  Their  splendors  issue  from  iheir  owa 
bodies.  They  are  so  many  original  sources  of 
light  and  heat  to  .the  sphere*  within  which  they 
recpeclively  act,  illaminating  and  vivifying  every 
tbiiig  ttierein;  whilst  the  Federal  Government 
by  i&  in&uences  duly  dispensed  i»iles'(he  memt 
ben  of  thl*  constellation  together  in  htrmonions 
iatereoarse,  and  produce*  fo  the  fey*tem  theJient- 
fits  of  their  collective  energie*.    *■-  -'^- 

Fedeval  Qovennnrat  shonldexiii 


fits  of  their  collective  energie*.  Bvt  suppose  tha 
Fedeval  Qovennnrat  shonld  extinguish  the  esteMo 
of  the  Individual  members  to  male  op  one  eatlra 


body,  it  cannot  impart  their  ostural  qaalilisa  l< 
that  single  immense  body.  Their  light,  their 
hMt^the  glories,  the  exeelleneiee  of  the  whola 
system,  I  iear,  would  he  forever  gone  I  indeed, 
•ir,  M  my  mind  the  vary  idea  vf  coasoMatioo  m 
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tmlf 'tenible_;  and  should  I  be  m  Anhappjr  u  ner 
to  see  tbe  time  ariire-wbea  Slate  louicutioDi 
■ball  be  doa«  awajr,  oi  wheo' their  eaeigita  ^all 
be  lott,  1  sbould  ezp(>et  suoa  afcervards  lo  behold 
tbe  diva  of  tbat  melapcboily  dav,  whinh  in  itt; 
meridian  will  hUattbelibettieE  of  AmeticB.  whose 
erening  will  closf  perhaps  with  Uieir  Utter  and 
eteriMl  deatruciion,  and  be  aacceeded  bvAloBg^ 
drcBiy,  ailiBiiial,^  treinetidousniKhtDf  acapotiun. 
1  pray  Odd  ttiu  »uch  a  dreddfuF  day  may  iwrer 
be  puiinittedl  la  dawn  1 — that  tbe  Ameticaa  jmo- 
pie,  true  (o  the  m«niacable  and  ^loriotiH  ^aejpl«d 
Ibr  which  they  fought,  for  which  the;  bled,  for 
which  their  faihers,  their  brotbera  died,  may  ever 
cherish,  ctiluvaie,  and  guard  them)' as  well  against 
the  secret  approaches  ofporruptioii  aswaiiist  the 
open  aMauIts  of  riolenoe,  aul  effiKtudljr  garni 
them  agaioui  botb  I— thai  (be  am  of  usorpatioa 
may  never  reach  the  State  iDBtitattons,  ao  enen- 
tial  to  ihe  piesflrratioB  of  Ameridam  liberty  l—tbAt 
oo-eitanairely  witb  tfae  duratfeo  of  tliuQ  ilMtlC, 
sHcb  inuilutions  mar  eoBtiuue  to  exist,  retkinlDa 
tbeir  fuU-portioQ  oi  energy  in. this  grand  ana 
beautiful  lystem ;  howsoever  other  s|stcBBa,  foaad- 
ed  in  etioiteoaa  priooiples,  may  ihnnk  before  the 
lUme  of  ambilton,  or  be  shaken  down  by, the 
Moras  of  lariy ;  howsoervr  ifaoie  which  have 
arisen  on-  toe  rains  of  libeity  nay  iji  their  tam 
be  sahgeQiad  to  other  ahan^es— howsoevor  tbey 
may^  expertenn  a  trajn  of  Ticisuiade*  in  the  fluo- 
toating  course  ofhanun  a^irs. 

Much,  indeed,  air.  might  he  said  in  farott  ef  this 
system  of  Federal  Qovetnmeot,  aa  far  sur^smnK 
anything  of  the  sort  wUch  baa  eT«r  vat  aapeued 
amongBt  the  i^oduDtioas  ofniaa;  bnt,  being- a 
BToductloB  of  men,  it  cannot  beeompletely  ^r- 
ftet.  Aidourable  as  it  is,  it  i»  a  ayXom  of  exneii'- 
mtnLi  and  it  is  rtom'eiperiment  that  its  deuots 
ftre  to  be  diicorered.  Whenevw,  thcnfose^  muf 
defeel  ia  discorered,  which  threatena  to  be  of  4>ii- 
gerou*  tendeney,  I  think  it  beboftves  this  nation, 
aa  Ear  as  practicable,'  to  aAeitd'  the  defaces  part. 
I  will  trouble  the  House  with  no  further  iflourks, 
howerer,  i^K>a  tbb  subject  at  prasant  j  but  with 
tbeir  permiisioD  will  Aubmit  this  pi»j>oaiiiDii,  aa 
tn-efioft  towards  brineiDg  about  aa  amendment 
to  that  olause  io  the  CoostitDtioB,  which  I  hare 
tcad,  being  thoronghly  imsresMd  with  the  belief 
that  it  is  materially  defective. 

I  am  sensibla,  sir  of -tbegieat  diffictiUjt  of  frar 
ming  a  elanse,  which  may  efleetually  gnard  at  all 
times  againsi  improper  coaatruotion ;  and  lh«e- 
Awe  catmot  have  full  confidence  liiai  the  one 
about  to  be  submitted  iisucb:  yet  iaihepropo- 
aition  the  subject  will  be  introduced  to  tbe  notwe 
of  the  House,  a«d  if  the  object  or  it  should  be 
Aeemed  expedient,  I  hare  no  doubt  but  that  OBe 
vay  be  framed  so  as  to  uiswec  the  ini[>ortaBt  pac< 
Boae.  Tbe  proposition  whieh,  with  leare  of  the 
House,  I  shall  hare  the  honor  to  snbnit,  i*  f»  the 
foUowiag  words: 


tmikd,  tttxt^Ordtofhatk  Houtea  toluurriag,  TfaM 
tba  fbliowiiig'«tide  ba'snbmitted  to  the  LagUl^ures  of 
the  leTwi^  BM<s,  wUdh  whsn  ntifled  and  coatened 


In-  the  Legulatnres  of  Uire»4sDrtbi  of  die  jMd  Stals^ 
■hall  1>e  vslid  and  binding  ■•  ■  part  of  &a  Cenititar 
tim-of  the  Unked  Btam. 

Tbe  list  dsase  of  the  8th  aedtoa  (rf  the  1st  ailide 
ofxite  CoDstitudoti  nhich  conlaios  the  ibUowing  words: 
"tQ  iDske  aU  latvs  nJvcb  sbaJI  be  neoenu;  *aA  proper 
for  canylng  into  execution  the  fore^ing  power*,  ud 
all  other  povers  Tested  by  thi?  Constitution  in  the  Got- 
emmaot  of  the  TTnitcd  Stales,  or  io  soy  deputment  or 
officer  theEeof,"  shall  be  consbued  bo  ss.  to  uimprchend 
only  such  kws  ss  ahsU  have  a  iwlural  connexion  with 
sni  immediflte  reUtion  to  thq  powers'  enomersted  in 
the'SBidseclialitOT  to  mch  other  powers  ss  ars  erpress- 
Ij  Tested  by  this  Constitution  in  the  Qoremmunt  of  the 
United  States,  or  in  soj  depsitmenttiT  officer  tliereoC 

The  House  immediately  considered  the  said 
amendmeot,  aad  referred  it'  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  slate  of  the  Uoion. 

FainaT,  December  13. 

TbaSpHAnR  laifl  tiefon  tbe  Houee  aletierA-om 

ibetSoretDor.of  the  State  of  PcDMrlranit,  aeoom- 

Siuying  the  et^r  of  a  luier  ftom  HtoHABL  Lbib, 
•quire,  oooiaiQiDg  hie  resigaatian  of  a  scM  in  thia 
Houie,as6neoftfaemembereforlbeaaid  State  ;bI8o, 
a  copy  of  the  Qovaraar>a  writ  of  election  to sn^f 
the  raeaacy  oooaeioded  tbcfeby:  and  a  'dnplicaia 
retain  of  life  election-  of  Jonif  'Portbb,  le  serrv 


.  whtch  were  read,  and  nfbned  to 
tbe  Committee  ofBUctions. 

Tbe  SFaaiaa  stated  to  the  House  that  he  bad 
reeeired  tnfomatira  from  the  ClrnV  of  lh«  Pub- 
tic  BuJIdi  op  tb«t  he  Was  ready  to  proceed  in  *•• 
curiaglheceili^of  the  Chamber  of  the  Hotne. 
CONTESTED  ELECTIONS. 

On  motion  of  Mi.  Btowau^  liie  HoQse  resolred 
icqelf  into  a  Commillee  of  the  Whole  on  th.e  bill 
to  revile  and  make  peimancot  "An  act  to  pto- 
B^iibe  the  mode  of  taking  evideace  in  caeea  of 
coptest^d  eleclioos  for  otember*  of  the  Housa  of 
R«pc«aenutir«a  of  tha^  United  States  and  to  cam* 
pel  th^  B.ttBiidaAoe  of  witnesset,"  and  ia  aildiiioa 
to  the  same.    ^. 

Mr.  J.  Clav  lenarkad  that  in  all  the  conleated 
elections  which  had  been  aouduoled  by  .ballot,  n 
eoosiderable  difficulty  had  arisen  in  ascartainini! 
from  which  of  the  caadidates  the  rotes  giren  Of 
aoqualilled  penous  shoold  be  deducted.  Foi  the 
purpose  of  temoviag,  w  «t  leael  lesseoiag  of  diffi- 
culty, he-had  dianghted  a  new  seciioa,  which  ba 
purposed  l«  Bubmit  bx  qoasideration.  The  objee- 
tioD  berelerore  made  to  eiaaiaing  the  rotes,  to 
determine  for  which  cwididate  they  had  bean 
gisen,  bad  been  founded  on  ibe.opioioa  that  it  ia- 
terfarad  with  the  saoiedDess  of  ^e  ballot.  Thia, 
if  a  sound  obiedien,  Could  only  apply  topeiaona 
legally  <iualiSed.  to  rote,  as  a  priiiciple  fitted  to 
save  liie  rights  of  eleciots,  and  not  of  peisoiu  aat 
legally  qu4liGed  to  role..  Mi>  C.  raid  bia  elyeot 
was  lo.authoiize  a  magistrate  to.  examine  on  oath 
persons  who  had  rated  without  being  qualified  fu 
whom  they  had  rotedj  thai  rotes  thus  gir«a 
might  be  deducted  from  the  candidate  fui  whov 
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tbey  woe  given.  Ttu*  aroald  otwiate  much  of 
the  di^culiy  at  ^kmoC  ezisiiuft  InteDdiog  to 
offer  9Dcb  a  ftrovistan,  be  moved  that  thi  Conuoit- 
teesboHld  riaeaodask  leave  to  sita^ia. 

Mr.  BiDW£Li.  obeerrcd  that  the  pruiciple.of  the 
(eotkni^^  ftoin  PeDDaylTaaj&  .wa«  a  uew  one, 
that  (hey  sbould  uadei-take  to  decide  by  law 
what  votes  shall  not  be  ezauuoed.  It  appe&ied 
Wf  him  luelessras  it  was  aeiiled  by  the  Constitq- 
tioa,SDd  uolest  Conetiiutioiiat  evid^ce  was  given 
to  the  House  of  the  existence  of  uaqualified  votes. 
this  provision  would  abxidge  iis  CunsuiutioDal 
fower.  A  decision  on  the  quaLificelioo  of  elec- 
tors wa*  azpresaly  vested  t>y  the  CoaatiiuUoa  in 
the  Houia.  It,  thei efora  appeared  to  bimimpirop- 
er  by  statute  to  decide  this  point,  wbicli  was  ibe 
phipei  praviaqe  of  the  Home.,  A  provision  of 
thai  kind  would  go  to  put «  eonairuction  hy  statute 
SDlhemewuDgorthe  Coastitiuion.  aitouterfere 
VJtb.  the  CoDstiuuiooal  powers  vested,  in  tbe 
House.     Such  heiiig.bi*  piesent  santiwenls  he  felt 


not  by  taw  decide  what  were  the  igialificajtons  of  ^ 
Electoral  Bui  be  would  ask,  if  in  cases  of  vooog 
ttna  Doce,  wheic  the  Totea.giveu-fui  %  puticulw 
taadidateware.  proved  not  la  be  good,  they  wei* 
not  deducted  from  hinJ  His  object  wis  that  the 
nme  prooees  should  be  pursued  where  the  election 
mu  by  baUot..  TJiey  bad  uavHstinnablf  a  ugbt 
to  say  that  a  man  w£o  votes,  wilhoat  bewg  enti- 
tled, shall  say  ft»  whom  he  voted.  Such  a  pigvi- 
tion  weuidnot  be  putting  a  conanuction  on  the' 
ConstitDtion  not  atpresent  attached  to  it.  It  would 
only  reqain  UtOK  not  eniitl^  to  tqib  to  decLtie 
on  »ih  fo(  whoaa  they  had  voted. 

i/U.  SmuBsajd^B  had  no  ohieciun  to  the  Com- 
toittiee  rising  foEthejMrpQso  ot  bwm  fully  cOmid- 
Ming  thrasbjeot.  lu  lecvUaowd  that  in  theSiaM 
tawhtolkh*  UT«d.  this  pviM  had  o&c«  been  di»>, 
cussed.  Wbere  voles  were  given  viva  oocftlhaie 
wu  no  difficulty.  But  wb«re  b»Uol*  wan  receiv- 
ed, liwy  ceofal  not  compel  ibe  vom  lo  ley  for 
whon  be  voted.  He  agreed  with. his  colleague, 
that  it  wouht  be  bo  violaiioo.  of  principle  to  com- 

El  the  unqiialified  voter kt  say  on, oath  forwhom 
I  voted.  The  niineiple  was  so  ptaio,  it  conld 
mot  be  denied.  H»  hoped,  however,  that  the  Com- 
mittee would  rise,  that  his  colleague  mi^t  be 
«BBbled  to  bring  (arward  his  proposition- 
Mr.  BinwELL  said  be  was  not  disposed  to  ^re-. 
eipitatea  deutiop.  He  bad,  therefore,  no  ob^c- 
tiodtotheCoDuutteeriaing,  that  gentleman  might 
ntainre  tlieir  idcM  on  the  subject  Ha  would, 
however,  observe  that  he  considered  the  prc^iosi- 
tioB  objeutionabk  ia  one  point  of  view,  e».giving 
»  mag isuate  the  right  of  delerniioin^  who  weia 
~iabSed  «Ue»j:a  point  only  lo  he  d«ud^  bjr.lb4 


uabfied 


Mr.  J.  Ci^Y  observed  that  before  the  question 
VM-takcB  he  would  suuekt  the  propriety  of  re- 
fomauiting.tbe  bill,  ei^r,  ton  select  conunitiee 
«■  toiheComnilteeof  £leetians,lodetenaineibc 
iwopriety  of  iUe  amendsMBi,  where  the  subject 
might  b^  ca«vassed,and  the  amendmeni  so  modi- 
iad as  to  be- unuwptMiiabie.    Heboped th^ ga4- 


tleman  fropt  Mtpsacbosetts,  who  bad  bronght  in 
the  bill,  would  make  ibis  motion. 

The  question  was  tben  taken  on  the  rising  of 
Ebe  Committee,  and  carried  without  a  division; 
when  th«  Committee  rose  and  obMuned  leave  to  sit 
again. 

PETITIONS  REFEimBD. 

Mr.  Holmes  moved  (hat  the  Committee  of 
Claim*  should  be  diaebarfed  from  the  iorthqr  con- 
sideration of  the  txrtition*  of  Arnold  Martin,  god 
Sarah'his  wife,  William  Kineaid,  John  Hargis-  ' 
beimer,  Philip  Tomer,  and  Lndwig  Euhn,  all 
barred  bytbe  ^Uile. of  timitatioDB,  and  that  ibej 
should  be  referred  to  the  oammiLiee  appointed  to 
cfBsider  what  provbion  should  be  made  for  such 
claimiilo  which  motion  the  Honee  agreed. 

Mr.  J.  RaNnoLPB  observed  that,  during  the  laat 
-°*-^i,  several  petitiooi  from  persons  engaged  in 


the  colieetion  of  the  public  (ereniie,  praying  for 
sn  increaie  of  emolnmeot,  had  been  reterMd  to  th« 
Commiuee  of  Ways  and  Means— likewise  the  r^ 


port  of  the  Secretary  of  the  "^asury ;  and  that 
ihecommiiiee,  under  the  iDGirticliousoribe  House, 
as  well  as  from  the  general  powers  delegated  to 
them,  had  taken  up  the  subject  in  a  general  point 
of  view,  iti  order  to  modi^  the  ezistiftg  sysien^ 
as  clrcTunstances  required.  The  subject  had  re- 
quired much  attention,  end  after  a  schedule  had 
been  made  oat,  it  "by  some  means  got  mislaid. 
Mr.  R-contJuded  by  moving  that  the  report  of  tha 
Secietary  of  the  Treasnry,  togetbei  with  the  p«- 
tiiioBs,  sbouU  be  referred  to.  the  Cinnnittee  ot 
WiM»-aBd  Uaaw^  which  moiiM  was  i^aed  to.' 

MoNSJiii,  December  16, 

Two  Mbei  m«iabei&  to  Wit:  Gsvau  Cuk> 
•nom,  umior,  bvm  New  Yorfc^  and  Wii<uMi>Oic» 
Mm,  iron  ToRMtsae,  appauad,  a«d  ttuk  iJkw 
:saua  ia  tka  Houae. 

A  meitage  from  the  SenMe  infenBad  tbe  UoMQ 
thai  as.mi«te  haw  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  suspend  the  operation  oCaa  not  ebiitLed  'An 
a<;t  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  certain  goods, 
wsres,  and  merchandise,'  and  to  remit  the  penal- 
ties incurred  under  the  same,"  with  several 
amendments;  la  which  they  denire  the  concur- 
rence-of  this  Hoiue. 

The  House  having  .agreed  to  consider  the 
amend  mianta,.  . 

Mr.  J.  S-*,tiDoi.F4  .moled  to  refer  them. to- 4 
select  commiitee. 

Mr.  At-BTOH  opposed  the  motion.  He  l>elieve4 
no  reference  wcessary,  »  the  subject  waa  too 
idain  to  require  .aoy  detailed  investigation  i  if  it 
.  should  be  lefeered,  he  would  prefer  a  reference  to 
a  Commit  tee  of  the  whole  Houaej  and,  according- 
ly, made  a  motion  to  that  efiect. 

Mr.  j.  Cli.t  suppoiied  the  motion  of  Mr.  Ran- 
DOU'Hi  and  stated  that  the  object  of  the  reference 
yas  metely  to  iaVoduce  a  previsiou  to  secure  tha 
payjpeht  of  costs  by  those  who  had  incunej 
the  penalties  of  the  ooa-impoitatioo  act,  whicli 
otberwise  would  be  cbargaule  to  the  United 
Suies. 
'   JAm.  Sm|[4B  opposed  the  reference  to  a  select 
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e,  ind  declared  himself,  under  existing 
clrcnmsUnceEi,  hostile  to  the  ameodmeni  of  the 
Beoate,  Testing  ifae  Pt^ident  with  a  uispendiog 
power. 

The  motioD  of  reference  to  R  Committed  of  the 
Thole  House  haTing  beeo  disagreed  to,  avesSO, 
the  reference  to  a  lelect  coAmiiiee  ohtainea  with- 
out a  di*1sioD. 

The  committee  are  Measrs.  J.  Randolpb,  J. 
,    Clat,  and  Albton. 

Mr.  Eailt,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
OD  the  third  tnatant,  on  ao  mach  of  .the  Message 
oT  the  President  of  the  United  Statet  as  relates  to 
prohibition  of  the  nlsTe  tiade,  presented-,  ai 
ding  to  ordei^  a  bill  to  prohibit  the  importaiton 
or  bringing  of^slaTes  into  the  United  Slates,  or  the 
Territories'  thereaf,  after  the  thiriy-firGt  day  of 
December,  one  thousand  eight  hnndred  end  seven; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  commitied  to  a  Com< 
mittee  of  the  Whole  on  Wed  heyday  next. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Phesidekt  of  the  Uhited  States; 


I  lay  bflfore  CtmgrMS  i 
FubUc  Buildings,  .stating  (ae  pro, 
during  tba  last  season,  and  whal 


the  Surveyor  of  the 
xm  made  on  them 
ii  proposed  Ibi  the 
eiuaing  one. 

I  took  GTBiy  meaiure  within  my  power  fbr  eurylng 
Into  effect  the  request  of  the  House  of  RepreMntativea, 
of  the  seTeuteenth  of  April  Iset,  to  ciuie  the  «iDth 
wing'ofthe  Capitol  to  be  prepared  IbrAriraecoe — 
dation  by  the  oemmenceinent  of  Ibe  prseant  eei 
With  gnat  regret,  I  taaai  it  wa*  not  to  be  ac 
fished.  The  quantity  of  fteastonenBBeesary,  with  the 
■xe  and  quality  of  many  of  the  blocks,  was  repraaenfed 
•a  bcTond  what  oonM  be  obiyned  trma  &e  qnanlea  by 
a«y  aienkow  wUdi  eonld  b«  commanded.    Tha  otltet 


DtcntBia  IS,  1806. 


TH.  JEFFEBSON. 


The  Message  waa  r(aui|  iuiu,  it 

lApen,  order^  to  lie  on  the  tabli 
COAST  8DRVET. 
Mr.  Daka,  of  Connectictit.— In  IB02,  ati  act 
was  passed,  authorizing  a  survey  of  Long  Island 
Sound.  In  pursuance  of  that  act,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  caused  a  survey  to  be  taken  by 
two  men.  who  appear  to  have  been,  what  the  ^ct 
intended,  iotdligeot  and  proptr  persons.  And 
there  has  since  beta  published  a  chert  of  the 
Souad,  handsomely  executed,  on  a  targe  scale, 
Vhich  must,!  presume,  be  regarded  as  convenieht 
wd  Ttinable  by  those  concerned  in  that  branch  of 
iMvigatlon. 

1,  At  the  last  session  of  Oongrees,  an  act  was 
passed  for  another  surrey.  It  made  provision  for 
■nrveytog  the  coast  of  North  Carolina  between 
Cape  Hatteraa  and  Cape  Fear,  with  the  ah'oala  ly- 
ing off  or  between  those  capes.  I  uaderstand  that 
meiktirea  have  been  taken  for  executing  this  act 
b«l  that  the  vessel  employed  in  the  service,  aixl 
^  the  papers  reipectiDg  the  aarrey  which  had 


been  made,  had  been  lost  neac  Ocrecoke  Inlet,  in 
one  of  the  desolaiing  storms  experienced  on  the 
coast  in  the  course  of  the  preaent  yeaf. 

-The  snrveys,  which  have  thus  been  authorized, 
were'perhapB  of  the  most  urgent  necessity:  but 
other  surveys  Of  the  coast  are  desirable.  WliBt 
tias  already  been  done  may  be  ru^arded  aa  intro- 
ductory to  a  general  surfey  of  the  coasts  of  the 
United  Slates  underauthorityof  th^Ooremteent. 
With  a  correct  chart  of  erery  part  of  the  coas^ 
our  seamen  would  no  longer  be  under  the  neces- 
sity of  relying  on  the  imperfect  or  e^toneotii  ac- 
counts given  of  our  coast  by  foreign  navigators.  I 
hope  the  lives  of  our  seamen,  the  interest  of  our 
n^erchants,  and  the  beneftts  to  the  revenue,  will 
be  regarded  as  affording  ample  compeneation  foi 
making  a  complete  survey  of  the  coasts  of  th« 
Uoitea  States  at  the  public  expense. 

The  information  which  may  be  obtained  will 
also  be  useful  in  tiesigaaCtng  portions  of  territorial 
sea  to  be  regarded  as  the  maritime  preciocta  of  the 
United  States,  within  which,  of  coorse,  the'aari- 
.gfaiioti  ought  to  be  free  from  the  belligerent  search- 
es and  seizures. 

It  is  proposed  to  extend  the  stirve^  to  the  dis- 
tance of  twenty  leagues  .from  the  shore.  This 
distance  is  mentipnea  with  a  view  lo  the  seeond 
article  of  the  treaty  with  Oreat  Britain  in  178^ 
which  describes  our  boundaries  as  "comprehend- 
ing all  islands  within  twenty  leagoea  of  any  part 
of^lhe  shores  of  tbi  United  Slates." 

The  resolution,  which  I  propose  for  the  oob- 
sideration  of  the  House,  it  expr«Med  in  thesa 
words:  -■ 

Sttoktd,  That  the  Committee  of  Comtaerce  and 
Hann&ctnres  be  instructed  to  .inquire  into  the  aape- 
dienoy  of  making  pioTision  fbr  a  rarrey  of  tb»  ooaata 
of  the  United  States,  designatiiig  the  saMtaJ  iriand^ 
wi&  Aa  ahoala  and  loadsoridaeesof  ancbarage  wtthia 
twenty  leagve*  of  any  part  of  the  ifaorea  of  the  Unttad 
Stataa.    ' 

Mr.  CnowNiitaBiBLn,  of  Maaaaehtiaetts,  was 
very  glad  to  see  the  Teaolntion  offered,  bat  ha 
should  like  it  bettetifit  were  more  eztensire.  He 
believed  there  were  many  sboals  <m  the  eoaat  ly- 
ing at  more  ihan  twenty  leagues  distance  from 
the  shore.  Among  others,  St.  George's  Bank  mm 
at  more  than  thb  distance.  He  wished  that  the 
resolution  might  be  Varied  so  as  lo  comprehend 
all  the  shoals  on  the  coast,  from  St.  Croix  to  ths 
southern  extreme  of  Loaisiana. 

Mr.  C.  had  always  thought  it  important  that 
an  accurate  survey  should  be  made  of  our  coast. 
Holland's  chart,  though  the  best,  is  very  ioa^ 

Mr.  Dana  accorded  with  the  eheirman  of  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manu&ctnres  (Mr. 
rsBiBLD)  in  respect  to  the  utility  of  aa 
accurate  surrey  of  the  shoal  wliich  he  had  laen- 
(ioned,  but  was  a^iost  alieriag  the  resolution  so 
as  to  include  any  islands  at  a  greater  diataocelhaa 
twenty  leagues  from  the  shore.  The  treaty  ol 
1773  authorizes  us  to  consider  ielanda  within  (hat 
distance  as  appertaining  to  the  territory  df  the 
United  States.  There  is,  therefore,  peculiar  pro* 
priaty  in  ex  tending  the  proposed  tntveyto  ifa* 
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tetabce  of  twenty  IragoeE  %\oiig  tb«  wfaole  of 
oDr  coast  If  any  shoals  at  a  greater  distancefrom 
■bore  are  to  be  Buireyed,  Speciai  provision  for  this 
purpose  tdky  be  isadeiDihe  details  of  &  bill  whieb 
the  eomibUlee  maj  report  It  Wotdd  be  more 
conveDJent  to  specitV  the  details  in  a  biH  tfaaa  iw 
t  ffenflnl  reM^tioa  for  intiuitr. 
'  Mn  CKoyiriifaBiBLii  then  mortd  to  strike  oat 
twenty  and  insert  fifty  in  tbe  retolntion.  He  Wm 
confidOK  tbaCthere^wele  ahoals  IpOjE™'*'*  '''"' 
twentT  leagncs  distant  from  the  shore,  end  he 
Ibon^t  it  hnportant  to  hare  th6m  nirT«red.  It 
nrfghl  be  tb«t  there  ar^  no  iBlatBdsbayimd.that 
distaaee.  Ha  was  not  certain'  n  regard  to  thsmj 
bnt  be  wma  mt*  that  there  were  fxtmsivr  ahoala. 

Mr^'DAKA.  st^KAted  that  cIk  gntdensan  (Mr. 
CaowmNBBiBLD^  might  deaignate,  by  way  of 
■mendnAent,  pknicnlar  ahoals  which  he  wiahed  to 
besarreyed. 

Hr.  Coos,  of  HasaaclraMtt*,  donbted  whether 
BU'Of  Bu  Oeorge^  Bank  was  within  .eren  fiAy 
leagneaof  theahoTC.  If  it  were  in  onler.heVonU 
move  10  strike  oat  twenty  aild  rntert  seyenty. 

A  divisian  of  the  qoeatioS  on  strikiiig  ou^tweii- 
ty  and  iDseriin;  fifty  ift's  caltett  for. . 

Mr,  CRowniNBHtEi,n  at  len'gth  withdrew  hi* 
motion,  and  it  was  agreed  that'  the  resolotion 
■hooM  lieon  the  table. 

'-     MON-IMPOJtTATION  ACT, 
Mr.  J.  pAKDOLPB,  from  ibe  committee  to  whom 
had  been  referred  the  Bmendmeim  of  the  Senate 
to  the  bill  to  siupend  the  it6D>imp6rtatloii  act, 
made  a  reportj  viz; 

To  agree  {o  the  first  amendraaDt  proposed  by 
the  Benate,  which  is  to  strike  oat  the  following 
Words  at  the  end  of  the  section,  "  This  act  shall 
take  effect  from  and  after  the  pasMog  thereof" — 
with  an  amendment,  viz:  to  add  after  the  word 
"temitj"  aa  follows:  "on  payment  by  the  parlies 
by  whom  mush  penalty,  fine,  or  forfeitttre,  may 
have  been  incarred,  of  all  costs  which  have  ac- 
cmcd.  or  may  accroe  before  notice  of  this  act  shall 
have  been  received  by  the  attorneys  of  the  ieVe- 
ral  districts  of  the  United  States." 

And  to  asree  to  the  second  amendment  an Ihor- 
iztng  the  President  to  sospend  the  nenrimporla- 
tioD  act  till  the  Slst  of  December.  '        -  ' 

A^coDcnrrenee  with  the  first  amendment  was 
carried  wiUiont  a  division. 

Hr.  Dawson  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
of  the  Senate  by  sabttltDiing  the  words  "  pnblio 
farteresf,"  in  lien  of  the  words  "  mibltc  serviee," 

Mr.  J.  Rahdolpb  said  he.did  not  see  how  the 
pnUie  interest  cotiM  be  disconnected  from  the 
public  service. 

Mr,  DAwaoli'»  motion  was  agreed  to — ayea  43, 
iioe»40. 

Hr.  Shilib  ^id  be  waa  against  the  amendment 
otkni  by  the  Senate.  He  hoped  that  gentlemen 
who  ptopDeed  concurritig  in  it-would  show  its  oe- 
eessiiy  at  this  time.  The  MessB^e  of  the  Presi- 
dent had  recommendfed  a  short  snspension  of-tbe 
non-im porta tioo  act.  which  bad  been  done  by  the 
act  passed  by  the  House.  If  at  a  late  period  of 
tiie  seaston,  circDiuManoea  ihotild  jiMttfy  the  veat- 


perhaps,  have  no  objection  to  the  measure; - 
was  there  at  this  time  any  tach  necessity,  when 
the  probability  was  (hat  the  House  would  not  lisa 
until  the  3(d  of  March  j  and  when  il  eooldnotb* 
known  whether  important  information  might  net 


pi^vtonslr  reach  them?  If  no  necessity  can  be 
shown,  why  now  legislate  ?  Hewasalsoopposad 
to  the  amendment,  bec^nse  it  looked  like, holding 


ont  to  EngUpd  that  we  were  tired  of  the  non-im- 
portation act.  For  these  reasoDrs  he  hoped  tha 
amendment  would  not  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  J.  CLArsaidi'he  din  not  know  ihatth* 
operation  ef  the  amendment  pronceed  by  the  3»- 
nate  would  be  to  ehbw  Oreat  Britain  that  we 
were  tired  of  the  act.  On  the  contrary,  by  mak- 
ing-il*  further  suspension  conditional,  it  wonU 
show  that  ntiless  farther  arrangements  were  made 
between  the  two  Gorernments  it  would  be  carried 
into  effect  It  was  very  trn&  that  farther  in- 
ftRmatton  loight  be  received  during  the  seBsfon, 
whichmight  render  a  repeal  of  the  act  proper.  But 
suppose  an  aeeommfdction  should  ta£e  place  b»- 
tween  the  two  Oovemments  between  the  clow 
of  Uii  present  Mssign  and  the  eommencepaent  of 
the  next — still,  notwithstanding  this,  the  law  in 
question  mdst  go  into  force  on  the' 1st  July,  at 
ttiongh  every  prtlext  fdr  it  -was  done  away.  Mr. 
C.  said'  he  was  not  -very  fond  of  placing  this  Au- 
CMiionary  powpr  in  the  hands  of  the  President. 
"Biit  he-  did  not  perceive'  any  other  way  in  which 
the  views  of- 'Oongren' could  be  accomplished. 
He  was,  therefore,  redvaed  to  the  dilemma,  eiihtc 
of  giving  the  President  power  tp  sus^nd  the  act, 
01  of  stuTeriii^a  measure  confeaMdly  hostile,  to 

to  into  efiect  after  a  satisfaatpty  adjustment  of 
ifferences.  The  ailments  in  nvor  of  the  pas- 
sage of  the  Bf  t  were  that  it  would  induce  Qreat 
-Bntan  to  sitipead  her  depradaiions,  aid  to  receda 
from  hM  iDJnrioaa  dooinnea^  If  she  abandonad 
Idtesa,  ud  made  rtparatim  for  her  depredniiMis, 


far  I) 


of  the  aet  weaM  be  done  away,.  Why  then  con- 
tinna  it  after  theoecarrenceof  these  oircumstaneas? 
If,  however,  the  gentleman  Aom  Pmnsylvania 
wwiM  poiat  ontany  other  Um  ezceptionable  mode, 
by  which  the  views  of  the  Hoaasootaid  be  efieot- 
ed,  he  wonld  adopt  It  in  ptefmuee  to  the  kmenit- 
■sent  of  the  Sftaale. 

Hr.  CaowmmninLn  remarked  that,  like  ike 
gemleraan  from-  Pennsylfania,  (Mr.  Bwlib,)  ha 
eould^  not  give  hisiasetion  to  the  proposed  araesd- 
ment  He  saw  nO  neeesaity  at  this  time  for  an- 
thorizing  the  PreeideM  ef  Uia  United  SUtea  fur- 
ther to  suspend  the  non-importation  act  What  ' 
had  theHotfRedonef  A  few  days  ainea  they  had 
■entn  bill  to  the  Senate  lo  sospendtbe  act  until 
the  first  of  Jah.  They  b*^  reedVed  from  that 
body  an  amendiBeat  further  lo  snapend  it  nntU 
December!  aodonwhatgrottndsl  Thwh»dr«- 
ceived  no  addiiiooal  commnnicBtiona  from  the 


ought  to  pursue  the  same  oc 
a  feV  days  since.  ^  Mr.  C.  said  he  then  voted 
against  a  suspension  of  the  non-importation  aet 
to  Aelstof  December.    H«  eonndned  ihai»t>- 
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position  under  ovntidtratioii  ■•  n 
ineipLe  of  both  wu  li 
t  he  ihould  object  li 


tkiog;  theprineipLeof both wuiimilu.  Hedid 
Daw  tMt  he  iliauld  object  to  ptwiBs  k  \i'" 
a  the  souioit,  cmpofteriit^  Ibe  PfMideoI 


Aot  know  tl 


^ill 


MHpeacl  tke  tat,  provided  tfae  oegoliitioQi  were 
in  such  a  lituKlioD  &s  to  pramiie  a  Htisbctory  ia- 
•aej  but  he  mw  bo  necQaBily  for -precipitation. 
Tbe  bill  would  do  aa  well  witbouttbeanuDdount 
aa  with  it.    He  ibould  thecefbre  vote  ^f'"*  it 

A  motion  waa  hen  tD«dB  toa4jo«a,  in  favor 
•f  wbieh  onlf  four  memben  raae. 

Ui.  BiDwikL  aaid  he  did  nrotviaw  the  rat^t 
is  the  MOW  li^hi,  ia  which  it  was  leeD'  bf'hi*  cot- 
Itagae  near  bun,  (Mr.  Gbownuibrum.)  Td  him 
then  appealed  lobearaatenaldiffitreBoebetwetail' 
the  amendment  of  che'Ssnate.  B«w  nndei  eonaid- 
•ntioD,  and  |he  propMilitn  whioh  ha4  been  nega- 
tived by  the  Houae,  whea  (he  bill  wta  boAwe  un- 
der diacUMiDD.  The  oaawaaan  abaalaleempeo- 
eipa  irf the  act  nntil  neat  Deaembct;  whereaathe 
other  was  ont;  die  prMiiioa  <rfa  ^w^  to  aoa- 
pend  it,if  BB  Moaaioo  forsucb  further  awpenaian 
ahonid  oeeur,  when  Congreae  should  a<K  he  in 
acMieii.'  To  thtf  former  he'  thought  there  wane 
irineotioat,  which  djil  aot  lie  .agaiit  the  latter^ 

lie  oovd  itot  agree  to  the  obeerTatioa  sit  the 

SDlleman  from  Pennsf  iTaoia,  (Mr,  J.  Cla'c,)  that 
B  nrdubiioer  act  ia  coBfesMdly  ame^UK  of 
koatility.  On  the  eontrarj,  hethongbtita  paci- 
fic meaania.  It  wn  no  more  than  a  tiratem  of 
oommerciai  ruulaiian.  vhiofa,  conaiateolly  with 
lbee«(aUisl>«]IawBanduiageaoFaaiioD«,  we  have. 
»f  undoubted  right  lo  a^opt.  It  did  no  it^xr, 
nnd  eoalil  give  no  jnal  oecaaioii  of  offintce.     " 


doTerameat  and  nation,  that 


with  ua.    Thla  * 


Itauae  on  afoNaer  daril>e^wl  taken  the iibertr 
■•»«|icawa>  otniuon-thal  tfae  event  «f  a  tttnly, 
■MNTOkiDg  befare  anMher  aeaaion  of  CoMgteaa, 
inifbtbe  provided  ifar  hyaaepusMMCtiABiflthia 
bilC  or  bf  Fa  aepmaMae^  tobe paaaed,  if— eawary, 
befme  the  close  tif  the  preaeM  aaHa^  'He  had 
■referred  thelaHec;  baKhe.reaeeaa  for  that  pre- 
lereMe  were  net -ao  HM 
diaaehl  from  ttfe  coarM 
thought  proper  to  panne. ^ 

He-WM  generally  net  u  lavor  of  Teatiag  dia- 
antioDary.  powen  in  the  Executive.  Bat'in  the 
MMtaent  eaac,  wtMre  the  principk  waa  contained 
In  the  lew,  the  diicMtien  waaao  limited  in  ita  ob- 
ject Ukd  donuioD,  and-  (he  rale  for  the  exereiae.of 
that  d)Mieti«a  waa  ao  obvioua,'ha  thought  the  an- 
thwitr  could  not  be  dangeroua,  and  tfaq  objeotton 
Waa  not  applicable. 

Thetewaa,  ha  aaid,  oitaiUcKig  emsideialion  in 
favor  of  the  aeelion.  II  a  treaty  abould  be  made, 
during  the  racesi,  of  C«iigTCBa,ot  at  so  late  adate 
ita  not  to  ba  known  here  until  Cangreu  should 
bare  aijjouna^  ous  of  tlKee  oomsa  muat  be 


whieh, 

would  not  be  deainble,  or  Coagi 


he  &tat  of  Jiily  aatil  I>eeeabetk 
of  a  eatiafactocy  arraegement, 

'     "  "        ■  H  Da  000- 


light  be  very  inGOnvenieat ;  at  the  i.      .   

mustanspend  the  Operatioa'of  the  lav  aatil  tha 
aeat  ordinary  aeision  of  the  L^iaktwre.  The 
latter  coorae  appeared  to  faim  to  be  atleaded  with 


the  laaatevil.  He  waa,  thenfora,  in  favar  of «ro> 
vidiag  auch  an  aniherily ;  wid,aa'th«  Sanate  bat 
judged  it  aaost  espedielii  lo  iiiaert  it  ia  Ihia  bill, 


auch  an  aaiherily ;  asd,aa'th«  Senate  h 
.  ,  it  aaoat  espedieSi  lo  iiiaert  it  ia  Ihia  h  ^ 
altbfngh  he  should  individaally  here  ptaCerred  a 
aeparate  and  fatMre  bill -far  the  parpMe,  ho  would 
not  vehaa-toRueariB  the  aaiaadiMat. 

Mr.  B>MiLU  aaidjrhe  had  hot  a  aiBf^fr  addiihnal 
obaatvailon  to  ofiat  { aftatttakiqg.whieh,  ha  wo«I4 
ooBfine  hioaelf  ta  vving  hia  ■negtitiva  ta  the 
amendment  He  had  ever  held  it  to  he  hie  dnif 
Mil  to  gtuat  ilegialative  power  to  the  Bzeeative 
bat  in  easea  «f  aeecaiitr.  iraveh  a-iM«ea«ir 
cooU  be  shown  to  aawtatpnaent,  ha  would  « 


Ur.  Dana  ebaetved  that  the  principle  laid,  down 

Sthe  gentleman  from. Pennaylvania  waa  worthy 
attention ;  but  it  was  esireiifely  qaeatfotiabie 
whether  it  were  applicable  to  iheeaaaihen  befota 
them.  If  iheameodiaant  of  the  Sennteman  to 
aekaowled|;e  ageneiml  power  in  the  Praudent  to 
dtlpenae  #ub  the 'laws,  a  power  once  olairaed  aa 
a  preregalive  by  the  Eitig  of  Oteat  Brttaia.  all 
must  be  agaicut  it.  But  woat  waa  the  power  ben 
proposed  U>  be  given?  To  authorize  the  Preaident 
[0  continue  the  jiaiuial  atate  of.thioga  in  thia 
eonntiy.  The  act  of  the  last  session  went  lo 
ohange  the  genaral  p>tities  of  the  United  Stale^ 
wboae  geoeral  polilloal  ayetam  waa  peaee,  ana 
freedom  of  ooraoiarca  with  the  whole  ciTilized 
world.  That  law  ioapairod  ihia  pcincipla,  by  lah* 
iog  away  that  fraedota  <rf  dMameree  ao  far  aa  n- 
■paeted  Orent  Britain.  Novr,  the  power  we  pro- 
pose to  gi  fa  ia  nearly  allied  to  that  axereiaed  on  « 
change  from  a  atate  of  paaae  to.a  ataia  of  war. 
Although  ihe  Legialatuaeahould  ehaive  lh«  atate 
of  things  from  peaoe  to  vtar,  yet  the  Prokident 
would  be  ant&orizad  to  agtaa  to  an  auniatici^ 
which  would,  for  a  times  rsalore  peaee)  aitd  sa^ 
peod  the  laws.  In  point  of  |«iwipLari^nfor(^ 
the  power  at  pnseol  jnoposed  Bo  he  given  waa 
siaiUr  to  that  exercised  in  ihe'  ease  of  .an  nrmia- 
ties.  Further,  in  giving  thia  power  to  the  Pical- 
dent,  we  do  no  more  thin  what  we  have  dona 
already.  The  Preaident  baa  given  ua  merely 
geaeial  infocmation  lelatiTe  to  snr  awatiationa 
with  Qreat  Briiaio ;  and,  on  his  respontioility,  wa 
have  paaaod  the  aetsant  to  the  Senate.  Hereo- 
ommesda  a  saspenaion  of  the  nen-iqkportalioa 
law  to  a  teaao()eble  time,  without  specifying  it. 
We  fix  the  time.  Perhaps  the  President  may 
consider  thia  reaaonabte  tine  of  suapeBsioo  aaex- 
Uodiog  to  Deeeihber.  The  laogoage  of  the 
ameodmeat  ia,'if  be  thinks  fo,  let  nkn  suspend  it 


la  that  time.    The  auOa  piinoipte,  thuf 


isoandu 
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UPpUemhh  lo  uinMmf  thi*  pttww,  u  to  tk«  bm- 


n  &TOT  of  tbia  prO|>Mituin,  Aod  Mill  coDtin- 

«sd  iiivM^bl«  wic,  beMBw,  he  apptored  th«  tX-' 
teDHob  of  tba  MipeiMiea  of  (lie  cct  lo  Ot«a4Bbei, . 
«ri  baoMM,  tie  b^ioTcd,.  if  Gb«  sower  A  ■«»- 
pendiar  u  wcre*nied  is  the  Pnsident,  fce:wo«ld 
not  sofibr  it  to  ^  ijito  tSvet  before  that  iMj. 

Witboat  goiM  inM  *^ ''"   "---^  ' 

«OiaiB*reiat  KSQMtioB 
OtMt  BnniDiVr-  D.  Mid  hs irairid  nadtftrite  to 
Mf  that  the  opention  of  tte-BMi-iinpOTl^oii  tni 
wu  mora  iniLirioas.to  ounelyea  ihta  Qmi  Brit- 
aioiand  thnitiiBpOsednehbDnleDs(»oDriner- 
iSbMOB,  aad  -VBi  to  e«rem.elf  Taniiavi  to  them, 
that  he  had  little  dogbt  o'f  lU  smpemiiMi  bftbt 
PreMdeat,  if  ha  lifoaU  be  iafeatei'VRth'the'psir- 
«r.  It  vooU  be  ifooltwtad  ihM  &•  i«Ml»tioiii 
■defied  by  the  Hbow  *t  ihfir  Uu  ataaioit  were 
Mrr  gaaenl)  that  thif  had  been'  rafoKd  to  a 
eonnnittfle  to  brii^  in  a  bill,  who  bad,  from  tfae 
ptennre  of  ciwtMBatkncee,  npsrled  a  bilL.Tery 
promptly,  aad  with  no^Mher  apmifieatim  than 
&at  aoBlained  ia  the  MeohtlioBB.  Itt  the  con- 
■iveB  10  tbia  ktr  ha       ' 


ttntctioii  ffivea  la  tbia  lain  ha  'mdaialoM  no  m- 
gKtd  bad  been^paid  to  laboTi  bot  merely  to  tbe 
BiAterist  ibe  coaaeqaeoee  of  wbioh  ww«cttene-' 
IvTMUipM.  Hs.wovldMMeaDigitanee:  Aqna 
(orliaeaiiU  oalj  be  imitoried  in  gl«u  or  gold  ve>- 
teli.  A  aaaaiity  ha^  been  imported  into-Ntw 
Yoikuig[ua'Teiidk«Bd  beeh  reAuid  entrf  be - 
eauM  ooalained  in  guae.  Hr.  D.  heq  qieciied 
•oae  olher  anielea,  ahhikrly-eiicumHiuBeed.  He 
added  that  the  [KorinoiM  M  the  act  wera  of  to 
fabieM  anatKti^t  tbe  SceMtwy  «f  theTtMe-i 
vry  had  gircn  n6  IpitniniMi  Trnpeettng  tbein.< 
Factbeaeteawm^hcihMightlhelaw-waiddBeVM 
be  MBhred  to^  nto  opetaiiaa.  ^.It  had',  iadeed, 
prodnoed  as  effiict,  whiph  ihe-Home,  ta  paaugi 
It,  had  not  eopiai^aled,  Ha  wosldl  thera&we,! 
iam  U  doaa  «ireyv«ltc«ether,  nd  if  they  w«i« 
tB  have  any  eOnawMial  pmhWlini,  be  kpped 
they  we«U  M  inp^aed  in  aaah  lwigua||ie  u  all 
peviib  iMght  vBfterMaBd. 

w.  BiMni^  laid,  hefoia  tlie  qnertian  was 
t^c^  he  voold,  in  aHwertotbeaentlemaD  from 
CooneetieM  an  hii  right,  (H».  Dama,)  jbm  eb- 
aarrc,  that  ay  doubt  or  diAafltywhiDfabidaTiwii,' 
ec  tBight  ariM,  in^ the  eieeMiaB  oTlha  tew,  from 
theM«raI'denripti{a«fa(ihl««of.ma«ii(h(nai«, 
by  their  material  of  chief  value,  might  be  ea^y 
Matored  to  »a«ppleBMDt^  aoL  it  «ae  not  ■tncge 
MHne>r,  tHi,  wacompliealedtyalam  orimla-' 
tioM,exparieaceebi!«U  point  Out  prasiioatd«eeiB 
in  the  detail*,  aa^  Tendci  luiilaate  explaailim 
or  ammdntent  neeasaary.  It  waa.ao  latioaal  ob-. 
jeMiea  agaiatt  tbe»rsteoa.  NofwiibataDdtDgaiiy 
■veh  ioMerfeetioD*  m  ibe  details  of  tfae  prohibito- 
ry act,.lia  had  no  dotibl  that,  whether  left  to  the 
Kxeontive.ot-the  li^islalnre,  tbe  aot  would  be 
■Itinatety  carried  into  full. and  con^lete  efleot, 
DDlaai  rendered  tUiBeceenry  by-aa  nuetTenTDg 
unjBfuaejit  of  the  poiuu  is  mgvft. 


.  Mr.  D|iNA  aaid  that^in  tfae  aiaieiaeBt  he  had 
made,  he  did  iMt  st«ie  aMiiyt>rtbeLD«oaTeaieaea 
that  bad  been  eimrienccd.  Half  tbe  .goods  im- 
poried  iniia  N«w  York  since  tbe  ooo' importation 
law  took  efieci  had  beeo  refuspd  eairf .  Tbe  law 
was,  indeed,  one  which  oifsht  nerer  toga  Into 
operation..  As  fhr  as  he  was  iDformed,  tbe  Gor- 
emmeiit  of  Qreat  Briiaia  had  as  fet  only  given 
friendly  BSMirancA.  He  coasidered  the  eziisceDca 
of  this  law  as  a  tar  to  salisf^ctory  arrHngemetita, 
aod  was,  therefore,  witling  to  lay  it  aside  for  the 
sake  of  peace  and  accoioniodaiioo,  not  qonsider- 
ing.ft  as  aiding,  bat  as  trhpeding  our  opgijtiacioiis. 
Hr.CBAHDLBB  said,  if  he  believed  with  the  gen- 
tteman  from  CooQecticnl,  tbai  the  PrAident 
would,  under  anycircuinsianees,no  matter  what, 
suspend, (he  act,  be  would  not  give  his  vote  fdr 
the  proposed  amendmentL  'On  the  contrary,  be- 
liCTing  tharhe  woald  let  it  go  into  effect,  nnleia 
our  dUhceaces  wcrt  adjusted,  it  had  his  approba- 
tion. To  remedy  the  evils  raentiooed,  he  would 
haTe  no  objection  to  doing  away  this  act,  af^er  a 

S roper  tti;te,  and  prescrlbiag  in  a  new  act  a  iloubte 
ose.  He  would  pass  an  act  prohibiting  the  im- 
Krtaiion  of  alt  goods  from  Great  Britain.  Be- 
,ving  the  act  had  been  atlended  with  good  con- 
Sequences,  and,  had  brouchi  the  Government  of 
that  nation  to  a  sense  of  their  interests,  and  that 
there  was  a  probability  of  an  early  adjustment  of 
our  difi^ences,  he  should  give  his  vote  for  ibB 
amendment. 

The  gueation  waa  then  taken  by  yeaa  and  D«ya 
and  tlie  amendment  oartied-ryeaa  63,  nays  93,  at 
follows,:     ■.  ~ 

YiM— Brail  Atenndw,  Willis  Alatoa,  jun.,  I*ae 
Aadarasa,  John  Arebcr,  Band  Bald,  Barwell  BuMtt, 
Oeotge  M.  Bedinger,  %lai  Bctlon,  Bsrasbst  BidweK, 
Jobn  Blake,  juD.,  Robart  Btowq.  John  Boyk,  Willuun 
A.  BorweU,  WlKm  iStfdtfr,  Oenrte  W.  Cami^lJ, 
Lett  Gaaay,  Jeba  CbaniHar,  MaMin  Chitaariden.John 
Claibonu,  Joseph  Claj,  Jcdin  Clapton,  LemMtd  Oat' 


,m.H,  ThMdoie  DwiffUt,  Eliaa  Earle,  Petci  Harij,  Wil- 
lian  &|7,  John  W.  Kppeaj  Jamea  M.  Guaatt,  Petar- 
aan  GoodWjB,  SiUa  Balaej,  Setfa  Hasting*,  Jamaa 
BoHandi  Daiid  ^wg^t,  Jnhn  G.  Jackaoa,  Jas.  KtOy, 
Tboiaaa  Kenui,  Nehemiah  Koight,  Joseph  Iiewk,  jc, 
Benrj  W.  Liringstaa,  Robert  Marion,  Jowafa  MaMaei, 
WiUiam.McCreeiy,  David.  Aeriwether,  Nicholaa  R. 
Moore,  Thoioaa  Inoore,'  Jerebtah  MoiTow,  Jonathan 
p.  Hoieb,  Jemniah  Nelaon,  Thomu  newton^un., 

,  'Hmodiy  Pitkin,  jnn,,  Jobn  Porter,  John  Pn^  Thoia- 
a*  H.  Saiido)^,  JcAn  Kbb  iff  Pennayfvadi^  John 
IhiiadI,  Thomaa  Sammona,  Thorn  aa  SatidArd,  Marthi 
O.  SaboneBan,  Jebn  Bmith,  H«nry  eoa^lar(^  Richant 
BtanCMtd,  Wilfiam  Stednan,  Lewb  B.  Blnifu,  Santa- 
al   Tagntt,  Benjuam  Tallmadga,  Samual   ^IWa^, 

TUIIp  R.  Tbompam;  Thoowa  W.  Tbampaov,  Uri 
Tfan,  Philip  Tan  Cortlaodt,  Killiaa  K.  Van  KensB- 
Uar,  EHphalal  Wiekes,  Mannadoke  WilJiaina,  Alraaa- 
der  WUaon,  and  Thomaa  W^nns. 

Natb — Joseph  BaAer,  ittob  Onnrninahidd,  Sbe- 
n«a«r  Eliaet,  Wtlliao  Findla>,  Jamas  t'isk,  Isaiah  L. 
Oreen,  John  Larah^l,  Gideon  Olin,  John  Randolph, 
John  Rhea  of  Tetuie^ee,  Jau>ti  Richards.  Pater  Sailly, 

,  fiboMaar  Saavari-JMMa  SImb,  j'ohn  Snilie^  Samoal 
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Potomac  Bridge— Hatumal  Deftnct, 


Dboxmnii,  U 


enutb,  iowefti  SUnloii,  D*nd  TkHnu,  Joceph  B. 
Varnom,  jXi  WbilahiU,  RobeK  WbilehiU,  David  B. 
WilUuns,  and  Joseph  WiactoD. 

BRIDGE  ACROSS  THE  POTOMAC.   , 
Mr..LEWi8  called  for  the  order  of  the  Jay,  on 
the  bill  authoriziog  the  erectioa  of  a  bridge  across 
the  river  Potomac. 


ticQlarlf  B8  several  of  the  meinb^rsmonCiiiteieBled 
in  it,  were  abseot. 

Mr,  Lewis  replied. — He  said  he  should  be  ex- 
tremelyaverse  to  taking  up,  i  nteal  ion  ally,  any  sbb- 
ject  in  tke  absence  of  pft r tic ular  gentlemen.  'But 
the  House  would  do  him  the  justice  to  recollect 
that  he  had  called  it  up  on  Friday,  wben  the  sen- 
tlemen  referred  to  were  present.  It  would  ho 
altogether  impassible  lo  get  through  the  puhlic 
business,  if  the  absence  oftwo  or  three  geDllemen 
should  prevent  its  being  taken  up.  Id  Sie  present 
instance,  he  believed  there  were  as  many  gentle- 
men who  were  friendlv  W  the  bill  abseut,  .as  there 
were  of  those  inimical  to  it. 

The  House  divided  on  going  into  Cqnunittee — 
•yes  U,  noes  33. 

The  Hause,theQ  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole. 

The  several  blanks  were  filled.up  in  sucha  man- 
ner as  to  make  the  bill  conformable  lo  that  which 
passed  the  House  at  the  last  session. 

On  filling  the  blank  in  the  13ih  seciinn,  which 
fixes  the  maximpm  of  the  clear  average  proceeds 
of  tolls,  after  exceeding  wbicb,- Congress  reserve 
the  riftbt  of  reducing  them,  the  Hoi;se  divided  on 
allowing  "  nrenty  per  centum"— ayes;  38,  noes 
36i  when  die  Committee  rose  and  reported  the 

PUBUC  BtJILDINOB. 

Mr.  JoHM  RAiiDOtj>B  bfiered  the  fallowing 
wolutlon : 

Reuhid,  That  the  President  i^  Ae  United  fiutes 
'be,  and  he  hereby  is,  reqaeited  to  eaose  to  be  laid  be-. 
f>ra  this  House  an  aeconnt,  stating'tfae  sevfral  sums 
which  have  been  eipended'on.  the  Capital,  (ha  Pre^ 
dent's  house,  the  pnUic  offices,  the  nt*T  yard,  and  the 
msiiiie  bameks,  lespeetrftly ;    and  nie  smoant  ex- 

Snded  on  other  objects  of  puUie  expense  wlAin  the 
ty  of  Washiniton. 

Messrs.  Alston  and  Olin  suggested  that  it 
might  he  embarrassing  to  the  public  officers  to 
^79  such  a  detailed  and  retrospective  statemettt. 

Mr.  J.  RaNDOLPH  lepliedl  that  his  object  was 
to  get  informatioti,  for  which  purpose  be  wished 
to  have  a  condensed  vjew  of  the  whole  expendt- 
tniei  within  (he  City  of  Washington.  Aipresent, 
when  in  appropriation  for  a  particular  object  was 
called  for,  lie  poisesaedjio  standard  of  cotDparisoh 
whereby  to  determine  tt*  propriety.  He  wished 
to  know  the  aggregate  amount  which  this  sink  of 
expense,  of  increasing  expense,  has  cost  the  na- 
tion, toeetbu:  with  the  several  items  of  expendi- 
ture. He  desired  this  infarmaiion  to  guide  him 
in  judging  .of  the  future' appropriations  that  might 
be  asked.  Suppose  the  House  should  underuke 
to'bnild  an  OniWMity— he  undentood  ther»  was 


aprmecL     , . 

for  it ;  by  knowing  what  those  boildinga  had  cost, 
thairequent  appropriatioDs  ended  for,  and  recol- 
lecting that  every  appropriation  was  the  last, 
they  would  know, how  to  aot,  aod  whether  ihey 
were  about  to  be  involved  in  a  ^  of  expense, 
the  conftn'es  of  which  ^they  could  never  learn.  He 
belieyed  this  had  been  the  c«se  in  the  hniliUng  in 
which  they  sat,  the  conduct  of  the  peiaoM  en- 
[doyed  on  it  having  always  lalleB  short  of  the 
promise  made. 

The  reaolytioD  was  then  agreed  lo,  without  a 
division;  and,  cm  the  nexf  day,  Messrs.  J.  Kahp 
DOLRH  and  D.  R.'  Willuhs  appointed  a  cMinmU- 
teeto  presoit  it  tothe  Pr^cideaL 

NATIONAL  DEFENCE. 
Mr.  EUiot  rooB  and  addnsaed  the  Chair  aa  fol- 

I  will  premise,' Mr.  Speaker,  for  the  htmor  of  mr 
eountty,  that  but  one  seatiment  hfs  porvnded  and 
agitat^  the  Amerieaa ,  mind,  in  relktioa  to  what 
has  b««t called,  mth  mors  energy  indeed  than- pro- 
prietv,  the  btocknde  of  the  pprt  bf  New  York,  in 
Apnl  last,  by  a  small  Kitish-naTal  force,  and-  the 
atrocious  mnrdn  of  ant  Mlow  citizen,  John  Piera^ 
while  in  the  peaoeaUe  pursuit  ^  hie  boaest  oeca- 
patton',  by  the  order  of  the  omoee  comfiaodiog 
that  force.  AMfaat  uelaiichaly  momen^  when  a 
datfc  cloud  seemed  to  ovCTshadow  oar  polittoal  pToa- 
paolB,  the  tawaof  oot  country  were,  to  borrow  one 
of  the  bold  figures  of  antiquity,  silent  amkbt  amuj 
they  were  languid,  they  were  lifeles^  when  they 
oughito  have  been  eaergetio  and  ineeistible.  The 
Executive  made  a  prompt  and  patriotic  Oseof  the 
few  uid  feeble  mean)  which  the  lawshad  placed 
in  his  power  t  butfewaad  fertle  indeed  thay  wet^ 
and  the  most  energbiio  exercise  of  them  could  not 
in  a  degree  calcnlated  to  add  lustre  to  liie  iffir^til 
character,  comraand  the  respect  of  forein  nai> 
ttons.  I  have  not  aaosrtained  whether  loha  FieMa 
wasthelalbeTof afamilyi  If suehshaaldbefbuad 
to  be  the  fact,  and  if  some  doubts  which  1  have 
faasa  led  to  entertain  of  thseoastiiutimiditf  of  the 
proposition  should  be  dissipated,  by  further  iavesr 
tigation,  I  should  probably  deem  it  my  duty  to  pn>- 
pose  that  his  chilaren  shall  be  educated  at  the  pu^ 
lie  eipeose.  l  am  opposed  from  principle  to  lbs 
erection  of  monumeUls,  lexjccpi  in  cases  of  a  rery  ' 
extraordinary  chamcter J  and mthiscase there  cu 
heno  necessity  for  anytbiag  of  that  kind,  at  Pieroe 
wiH  hare  sOffioient  monuments  in  the  memory  of 
bis  fetlpw-citizois,  and  in  the  pages.af  hiscooa- 
try's  history.  ' 

fiat  it  is  not  my  patent  parpoee-  to  eott^wse  aa 
epicedium  upon  Pferee,  ox  totaove  theeraetiQa  ai 
hu  monument.  I. have  objects  of  mom  cobs*- 
quenCe  la  vleW.  At  the  time  of  the  oecnrreace  of 
lh(»  unfortunate  eyeat  to  which  I  .have  nUDdad, 
and  ever  since,  tbequeaiion  must  haye  been  eon- 
lioually  inviting  public  attention,  must  have  bean 
commanding,  and  irresistibly  forcing  itself,  .opon. 
public  attention.  Have.weDOt,ordoweBei  pretend 
to  have,  a  naval  armament  for  the  purpose. of  na- 
tional de&nce  aud  protection  t  We  hare  indeed 
the  shadow. of  a  nary.    filcpnoBieal,  exectsirely 


dbvGoogI.e 


mSTORT  OF  CONGRESS. 


162 


Dbckmbbb,  1806. 


H.  orR. 


economical  u  we  are,  -me  have  already  wasted  mil- 
IioasoDouriDfaiitDaT)r  to  no  useful  pur^iosei  aod 
we  ate  in  a  verf  fail  way  to  waste  tailtioos  more. 
The  ereBt  whkh  I  hare  meotioDed  has,  at  least 
I  am  greailv  miilaken  if  it  hai  aoi,  prejnred  the 
public  miaa  for  discuasioo  and  deciaton  aDOQ  two 
impartBDt  que^tiotis.  relative  to  the  Naval  Esteb- 
liibmeDl.  Fint,  whether  il  be  not  ptopei,  under 
exiitiog  cirenmiraDces,  to  augment,  m  saofe  small 
degree,  that  estabiisbment?  Secondly,  whether, 
■opiJosiBg  the  establish  meat  to  be  incteaBed  or  to 
reraaia  a«  it  is,  it  be  not  proper,  it  be  not  iadlspen- 
nbly  neeetearf,  to  organize  and  manege  it  in  a 
different  manner  from  what  has  been  Gereiofore 
piaciised;  to  gire  it  idore  efficiency  and  mive  eo- 
ergr  7  To  them  quesiioni  itis  my  intention  to  in- 
Tile  the  attention  of  this  House  and  the  Ameri- 
can  naiioD. 

It  ia  time,  however,  to  think  and  talk  of  some- 
thing else  besides  onr  little  tiavy ; — that  armnment. 
which  the  wicked  wits~of  our  own  country,  ana 
the  still  more  wicked  politicians  of  the  old  world, 
harecalledaLitliputian  navy ;  and  which  ihelaiier 
description  of  persons,  father  the  most  important 
of  the  tWo.in  point  of  inSuence  upon  human  char- 
leter  aai  liuroan .happiness,  affect  to  consider  as 
the  disgrace  of  Ainerica,  the  ridicule  of  Europe. 
It  ia  time  to  extend  out  riewa.  It  is  time  (if  we 
can  elerate  our  enfeebled  optics  to  a  more  ample 
Arid  of  political  ri«ion)  to  look  over  the  St.  Croix 
on  the  one  hand,  and  the  Sabine  on  the.  other,  to 
behold  the  coarse  of  events  inolher  regions  of  the 
world,  to  reflect  upon  the  influence  of  iliose  evenia 
on  our  own  conceriu,  and  to  inquire  and  under- 
Maod  bow  QUI  interesU  are  affected  by  or  involved 
In  them.  It  is  time  to  explode  th^  narrow,  the  ri- 
ditinlons,  the  all-destroying  polfey,  that  would  die- 
tate  to  the  people  of  the  Western  world  a  total  un- 
coDcernedness  about  the  scenes  that  are  displayed 
in  the  other  regions  of  the  globe.  It  Is  time  to 
know  who  and  where  we  ate,  aod  what  will  prob- 
abiy  be  our  future  destiny.  In  a  word,  it  is  time  to 
change  onnyitem.  What  is  the  news  of  the  day? 
Here  many  will  inqnire]  what  have  we  to  do  with 
ttve  news  of  the  day  1  And  some  will  consider  it 
a  tpecies  of  treason  to  interest  onrselves  in  the  for- 
tunes ofj  other  nations.  Treason  arainit  whom, 
or  what?  Against  the  power  of  France,  I  sup- 
pose j  for  it  can  be  treaion  against  nothing  else. 
.  Bui  what  is  the  news  and  wbat  is  il  to  us  7 
Rumor  aooouiices  that  Prussia— Prussia,  one  of 
tfaa  first  monarchies  of  Europe,  has  fallen  !  Fall- 
en in  a  war  purely  defensive,  in  defence  of  the  in- 
legiity  of  her  territorv  1  She  has  bad  the  singu- 
lar fikte  to  fall  unpitien,  and  yet  covered  with  im- 
perishable glory:  unconifuered  by  superior  cour- 
age, or  even  by  superior  dicipline,  but  overwhelm- 

I        ed  by  nombera. 

I  Andwhathave  the  people  of  Republican  Ameri- 

ca to  do  with  the  destruction  of  the  monarchy  of 
Pmasial    Why,  sir,  npon  every  sober  and  solid 

rriocipleof  hnman  calculation,  itis  our  turn  next, 
will  gndertftke  to  demonattaie,  on  some  future 
day,  that  except  in  point  of  local  situation,  except 
in  our  remoteness  from  the  great  scene  of  Euro- 
pean action,  we  occupy  substantially  the  same 
9th  CoH.  sd  Si 


gronnd  that  Prnssla  did,  ante  bfUuiHf  and  that 
we  ought  to  prepare  ourselves  to  avert  the  same 
awful  fate.  I  shall  deem  tt  my  duty,  when  I  go 
into  this  subject,  to  take  a  view  of  the  present 
state  of  almost  alt  the  world  ;  and  if  I  prove  not 
the  fact  which  I  have  staled,  I  will  instantly  de- 
scend from  (his  seat.  Descend,  did  I  safi  No, 
I  am  not  so  fond  of  going  down  bill — I  will 
ascend  to  a  place  among  that  most  illustrious  body, 
.  the  people.    Prussia  was  required  to  give  up  soma 

Krovinces  of  her  dominions,  or  have  them  taken 
ooi  her.  So  are  we.  It  wilt  be  said,  not  bj  the 
same  Power ;  but  it  shall  be  shown  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  ^his  nation  (for  we  ourselves  know  already) 
that  it  ought  to  be.so  considered  by  us.  The  ae- 
mand  is  made  by' Spain,  a  Power  which  all  the 
world  knows  to  be  sobservieDt  to  the  policy  of 
Fraace,and  to  be  directed  and  governed  by  Fraooo 
in  her  concerns  with  the  United  States,  in  conse- 
quence of  a  tr^ty  of  alliance,  offensive  and  defen- 
sive, between  the  two  oailoDs,  to  say  the  least  of 


connexions.  ,  In  |n-oving  this  imporuat,  this 
suiemn  fact,  hot  a  word  shall  be  said  eoncr  ~'~  ~ 
certain  documents,  which    have  derived 


d  concerning 


lishina  <;elebri(y  from  their  impenetrable  ob- 
scurity. No,  Mii  Speaker,  I  will  not  iiisturb  th« 
reposeof  your  seat,  or  that  of  the  Chairman  of  (he 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  a  future  day,  by  anv 
tVansgression  of  the  rules  of  the  House.  I  wiU 
not  wander  for  a  nloment  from  the  circle  of  per* 
feet  order.  Nothing  shall  be  said  of  the  conteota 
of  those  documents ;  but  much,  very  much,  abail 
]ae  said  of  what  they  do  not  contain,  and  much  of 
what  the  {Kople  may  have  suspected  that  they  do 
contain  ;  ana  regret  shall  again  and  again  be  .ex- 
pressed, that  our  superiors  and  masters,  the  sove- 
reign people  of  ihisgreat  nation,  whom  in  all  tbinga 
else  we  delight  to  hoaor,  are  not  permitted  tosea, 
exam ine,  reflect,  and  decide  upon  them  for  ihea^ 
selves.  In  the  meantime,  1  say,  change  your  sya- 
tern  of  foreign  polities.  We  must  enlarge  our 
views  and  alter  out  course  of  conduct,  or  we  shall  , 
deserve  the  chains  that  are  forging  for  us.  Po- 
litical life  and  death  are  set  before  yon.  Choose 
ye,  therefore,  tvhether  ye  Wilt  live  or  die. 

Lei  me  not  be  misunderstood.  I  approve  the 
dofnestic  administrationof  iheQovernmentof  this 
country,  and  the  general  system  which  the  Ex- 
ecutive Ja  pursuing  in  relation  to  our  concema 
with  foreign  nations — appi^ve  it  with  all  my  . 
beartjandwillsuppottil  with  alt  my  powers.  And 
bow  IS  all  this  to  be  reconciled  with  the  declara- 
tion that  we  must  change  ont  system?  Theeaaieit 
thing  in  the  world.  The  system  of  national  de- 
fence and  protection  is  a  part  of  yoar  foreiga  poli- 
tics^ strictlv  considered,  rather  inan  of  domeatio  , 
politics.  And  where  and  what  are  your  arrange- 
ments for  national  defence?  Oiniher,i(aotyoar  . 
country  almost  totally  defenceless?  We,  we  onr- 
selves, not  the  Eiecutiver-we,  the  intmediatr  rep- 
resentatives of  the  people,  bold  the  purs&«trings 
of  the  nation  j  and  the  world  has  long  looked  on 
with  astonishment,  not  nnmingled  with  contempt, 
at  the  miserly  but  convulsive  graip  with  whicn 
we  embrace  them.  .And  what  is  the  state  of  our 
finances  ?  Is  it  snch  as  to  render  necessary  (his 
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extreme  farsimoof?  Wiih  an  overflowing  Trea- 
sury; with  an  Bocumulation  of  revenue,  which 
CDables  us  to  purchase  empires,  and  at  the  same 
time  nipidir  reduce  a  debt,  the  pre:4sure  of  which 
DO  raan  feeU,  or  ever  cah  fee) ;  with  a  debt  which 
is  bat  the  dust  of  the  balnoce  in  which  are  sus- 
pended onr  aalional  resources;  our  QHial  eitab- 
liahmeDt  is  inferior  to  that  which  was  possessed 
by  the  little  Br^le  of  Raguss,  rhe  last  of  the  re- 
publics of  the  ancient  world  preTkusIy  to  its  re- 
cent desiruetion  by  ihe  power  of  France :  Ragnsa, 
which  possessed  but  one  oonsiderable  port,  per- 
haps twent*  or  ihiriy  miles  of  barren  seacoast, 
and  a  populatioa  of  Irom  80,00010  190,000  souls. 
Apropos'of  Rsgusa.  Who  would  not  mourn  for 
RagDsa?  Every  repuhlicio  on  earth  ought  to 
■hed  atearfocitsfaie!  Who  were  the  Ragnsansl 
Were  they  among  the  eonspiratora  agaiiiBt  the 
liberties  and  nstionaj  independence  of  France, 
who  are  said  to  have  held  their  caucusses  at 
Pilnitz  and  at  Pnvia  7  Were  they  subsidized  by 
British  gold?  Were  they  the  euemtes  of  aoy 
people  an  theglubel  Ah!  No.  They  were  a  sim- 
ple, peaceful,  unambitious,  iuduitrious,  virioous, 
lepublican  people.  The]r  were  so  far  from  being 
the  enemies  of  any  naiiob,~tbat  they  were  the 
frieDdn  of  all  the  world;  that  theymigbt  enjoy 
the  privilege  of  maDaging  their  onn  conperns  in 
(heir  own  manner,  as  lo  their  domeiiic  legisla- 
tion, tjiey  always  paid  tribute  to  every  naiien  that 
demanded  tribute  from  them;  and  on  this. bu- 
rn lia  ting  condition  they  were  suffered  to  exint  as 
•  republic  through  almost  all  the  rerotutions  of 
ages.  They  did  eiist— they  are  now  slaves !  And 
it  it  a  memorable  factthat  the  Enrperor  of  France' 
has  not  even  pretended  that  the  Ragusans  were 
hoetife  to  his  interests.  Political  necessity  alone 
justifies,  or  attempts  to  justify,  the  seizure  of  tbeir 
dominions.  And  when  would  their  fate  Ge  ours, 
if  the  meana  of  destruction  were  at  hand  ?  To' 
morrow  I 

It  is  certainly  time  to  think  and  act  with  more 
energy.  This  great  and  solemn  subject  ha*  long 
attracted  my  aiteotion,  and  occupied  tnysileDl 
Kfiectionii.  Our  local  habittuiou  is  onr  only  se- 
cariiy.  Were  it  not  for  the  vast  waves  of  the 
TaSt  ocean,  it  would  be  the  merest  folly  that  could 
be  iraagioed  to  tie  op  your  roof  withthi»eitriaga 
that  dangle  so  delightfully  over  our  beads. .  Were 
il  not  for  that  noble  end  all-protecting  element, 
why  in  the  name  of  Heaven  would  you  prop  up 
these  tottering  waUs  any  longer  1  Let  them  alone, 
and  crazy  as  they  are,  and  they  are  crazy  enough 
io  all  conscience,  Ihey  would  last  ten  times  as 
long  as  the  noble  structure  of  your  republic  itself! 
At  least  len  times  as  long.  But  many  think  we 
are  io  no  danger.  They  must  be  very  pious  men; 
they  must  have  a  confidence  .in  Divine  Provi- 
dence, in  which  I  should  not  like  to  be  behind 
them ;  or  they  must  poxsess  a  degree  of  self-confi- 
denre,  ihe  possession  of  which  I  do  not  envy  them. 
Does  any  one  believe  that  our  Armv  and  Navy, 
tbat  our  militia,  numerous,  brBve,anil  patriotic  as 
it  is,  could  resist  for  a  moment  rhree  millions  of 
European  veterans  in  armiiT  Could  we  resist  the 
powet  of  Francf^  if  tbat  powei  could  be  brought 


to  bear  upon  us.T  He  who  could  say  so,  should 
wander  into  the  wilderness;  he  should  go  at  least 
to  the  extreme  limit  of  the  desert  heath  that  sar- 
rounds  us,  and  talk  to  Ihe  woods  and  to  the  wiods. 
No  homah  ear  could  listen  for  a  moment  with 
patience  to  such  idle  fanfaronade.  One  word 
more  upon  the  subject  of  our  Treasuir  and  our 
debt.  It  has  frequently  been  said  that  tbe  present 
is  the  age  of  wonders ;  and  we  have  another  proof 
of  it  this  very  seision  within  these  walls.  Could 
yoii  call  old  Solomon  himself  from  tbe  "Tasty 
deep,"  and  give  htm  a  seat  among  in — and  as  he 
would  be  but  a  shade^  I  suppose  you  would  con- 
sider him  only  as  a  kind  of  Territorial  dalegate, 
with  a  right  of  debating  but  not  of  voting — could- 

fou  i^et  him  here,  the  very  first  step  of  bis  par- 
lameniary  career  would  be  to  move  to  strike  out 
a  section  of  the  sacred  volume,  inserted  by  his 
own  pen,  the  wordt,  "  there  is  nothing  new  under 
iHe  sun."  In  the  Journal  of  our  proceedings  upon 
the  President's  Message,  we  ^have  a  reconiof  this 
sort:  "Betotved,  That  so  much  of  the  Message 
of  the  President  of  the  United  Stales,  as  relates  to 
the  future  appropriation  of  the  surplus  revenue, 
ic.,  be  refe'rred  to  a  select  committee."  This  is' 
a  new  kind  of  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meatis. 
It  must  be  called,  I  suppose,  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  No.  2.  Committees  of  this  descrip- 
tion, organized  for  the  purpoae  of  derisiog  liieaDS 
to  carry  on  the  great  concerns  of  nations,  are  of 
some  a'Diiquitv ;  nut  this  is  the  first  committee 
tbat  has  ever  neen  created  for  the  purpose  of  dcr 
vjsing  ways  and  means  to  get  rid  of  tbe  surplus 
money*  of  a  Qoveniment.  1  can  point  tbe  gen- 
tlemen of  this  committee  to  ,an.  object  worthy  of 
their  attention :  the  defence  of  their  country  opens 
an  ample  and  honorable  field  for  tbeir  labor*. 
But  it  is  time  to  disclose  my  own  system  more 

Crticularly.  I  will  keep  the  House  in  suspense  no 
iger.  I  would  imitate  the  magnanimous,  but 
at  tlie  same  time  very  prudent  policy  of  the  Em- 
peror of  Austria,  a  p  pre  ved,  or  at  least  not  censured, 
by  the  Emperor  of  France  himself,  by  establishiog 
a  powerful  armed  neutrality.  I  would  organize  a 
general  and  efifectual  system  of  national  defence. 
Here,  again,  let  me  not  he  misunderstood.  I  am 
no  fnend  to  large  armiei  and  navies,  or  ne^  and 
oppressive  taxes.  The  system  should  be  econotai- 
calas  well  as  energetic. 

Upon  this  subject  I  have  long  waited,  like  Blihti 
of  old,  that  older  men  might  speak,  but  qo  one 
opens  his  lips;  and  sileoce  in  future  would  be 
a  dereliction  of  what  I  deem  one  of  the  first  and 
dearest  interests  of  my  country.  Perhaps  in  my 
manner  of  announcing  my  intentions  ana  objects, 
although  it  has  been  conformabls  to  every  day's 
practice  in  the  British  Parliament,  I  may  not 
nave  been  considered  as  conforming  pertbctly  to 
[be  rules  of  order  here;  hutif  order  has  been  via* 
lated,  the  transgression  shall  not  be  repeated.  I 
have  risen  at  this  time  merely  to  call  tbe  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to  the  subject,  and  to  rive  no- 
tice that  I  shall,  on  Tuesday  of  next  week,  (as  it 
is  proper  to  leaathe  public  mind  gradually  to  the 
contemplation  of  concerns  of  such  importance,) 
oSet  to  the  consideration  of  the  House  a  aeritta  of 
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Tesolutiaua,  the  objacU  of  ,wbic^  will  be  -to 
duce  a  ducaaKJon  and  decision  upoa  ihe  iwegreat 
queaiions  wbich  I  have  meiiuoatd,TelBtire  to  ihe 
NiTal  E-.tablishinerii;  Id  iotrodaec,  al  atl  STenU, 
into  iIm  (Hganizatioa  aad  BunageiiKiit  of  ifaat 
call  bli  lb  me  at,  «  new  and  mor<  eSeiani  aystem; 
and  to  prepare  M>d  orgaain  other  mMsoret,  eal- 
culaied  fortha  hrtbei  and  mare  eSactori  proiec- 
tion  of  the  commeree,  tbe  aeamni,'the  hatbon, 
the  eoaxia.  aod  the  froati^ra  of  the  United  Slatea. 
Mr.  E.  narJDf  eoacluded,  the  Houae  adjourned: 

Tnesnir,  December  16. 

Ur.  Cbovhinsbirlil  from  the  Committee 
Commeree  and  Muautaelares,  pieaenled  a  bili-._ 
change  the  name  of  the  District  of  Nanjeraoy  to 
that  of  St.  Mary;   which  was  read  twiee,  atui 
eommiued   to  a   Committee   of  the   Whoii 
FriifBf  oeit. 

The  Hoase  proceeded  to  consider  ibfa  motion  pf 
Mr.  Dana,  of  reaierday,  which  ia^  on  the  table : 
Whereupon,  the  said  tnolion  being  aptin  read 
in  ibe  words  foUowiae,  to  wii: 

lUaohitd,  That  the  Cammittee  of  Commerce  and 
Hanufacturss  be  initiUDtsd  to  inquire  into  the  eipe- 
diencj  of  making  pTOTtsion  for  a  aurraj  of  the  caiaati 
of  the  United  States,  deiigaB^g  tha  •ev^iml  islands, 
vilh  the  ahoals  and  roaila,  or  ptacea  of  anchoia^, 
within  twent;  leagues  of  any  part  of  the  ahorea  of  the 
United  States : 

A.  motion  waa  made  by  Mr-  CROwiBieHiELn,and 
thequestioD  being  put,  lo  amend  thesame,  by  add- 
ing, to  the  end  thereof,  the  followiqg  words,  to  wit: 

"  And  that  the  eommittee  be  brtliar  ihatracted  to 
inqniie  into  the  eipedieacj  of  anrr^ing  8l  Qeotge'a 
buk,  or  any  other  shoata  or  banka,  *hicb  may  be 
deemed  daDgenina  to  Teeaela  approachinc  the-duir^  of 
the  United  Slatea :" 

li  waa  resolvea  in  the  affirmalire. 


Hr.  JoBSFB  Clay  presented  to  the  Honie  a-pe- 
liiinn  of  sundry  officers  who  served  in  the  Briiiah 
army,  in  America,  during  the  war  between  France 
and  Great  Britain,  praying'  to  be  eoofirnied  in 
tbeir  rcspecEive  titlea  to  the  landa  in  the  3nte  of 
Keniucky,  granted  to  them  by  the  King  of  Qreai 
Britain,  in  conaideraiion  of  military  aerriaes  ren- 
dered to  the  American  Coloniea  during  the  eaid 
war.— KarerreiltotheCommitteeonPubileLrtinds. 

tAt.  Dawbom  moved  to  postpone  the  further 
conride ration  of  the  report  of  (he  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill,anthorizinK  the  erection  of 
a  bridge  across  the  Potomac,  to  the  firsi  Monday 
in  January  ;  tbis  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Lswia  and  Cook,  and  disagreed  to^yeas  36,  nays 
55;  when,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lbwib,  the  House 
toii  the  report  into  consideration — yeas  53, 

After  the  adoption  of  severaL  ameodineDts,  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading  lo-mortow — 
yeaaSS. 

WsirirEaDAT,  December  17. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit:   Pbleo  Waub- 

WOKTB,  from  Uaaaachuaetts,  and  Dajiibl  C.  Tbr- 


PLAHCKifrom  NewYorkrappeared,  and.tooktbaii 
aeaia  in  the  Houae. 

Ur.  TnoHiB,  from  the  committee  appointad 
on  the  lOtb  ioaia&lj  pjeaenaed  a  bill  auppleaieat 
ary  la  the  aet,  entiiled  "An  aet  regulating  tha 

Sanis  of  land  appropriated  for  the  rejweea  from 
e  British  prorioces  of  Canada  aiul  Nora  8eo- 
tia;"  which  was  read  twtctt,  and  cOmmiKed  to  « 
Oommittee  of  the  whole  House  to-morrow. 

A  message  f*oia  the  Senate  informed  the 
Houae  that  the  Senate  have  paaaed  a  reaolutioD 
appointing  a  -committee,  jointly,  with  a  eommit* 
lee  to  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  House  of 
RepredentaiivM,  to  have  the  direction  of  tha 
money  appropnUed  »  punihaee  books  for  the  use 
of  Congress,  pursuant  Jo  the  "Act  -makiiu  a  fur- 
ther apptopriaiion  for  the  support  of  a  iTbrary,** 
passed  on  the  31»  of  February,  1806. 

Mr.  DAwaoH  [ireseoted  to  the  Houae  a  petitioii 
of  sundry  inhabitanta  of  the  counties  of  AJex- 
andria  and  Washington,  in  tbe  Territory  of  Co- 
lumbia; wbicb  was  receired  and  read,  praying 
that  an  act  may  be  pa-tsed  to  incorporate  a  com- 

Kny  for  tha  purpose  of  making  a  turnpike  road 
im  the  wfesiern  end  of  Mason's  catiseway,  tu 
iha  town  of  Alexandria,  upon  auch  terms,  and 
under  sneh  restrictions,  as  may  be  just  ana  rea- 
abnable: — Referred  to  Mr.  Dawboh,  Mr.  tAknaa- 
DEB,  Mr.  ANnGRaoH,  Mr.  Vebplabce,  and  Mr, 
CtTTTs,  to  examine  and  report  tlAir  opinion  there- 
ujwn  to  the  House. 

The  Speakeb  informed  the  Houae  that  he  had 
received  an  anpoymoiu  commuDication,  addreaaad 
to  Congreaa,  from  a  writer  who  srofessied  hinuelf 
lo  be  a  foreigner,  and  desired  hia  eommuDiitatiaa 
misht  be  read  wilJn  eloeed  doora. 

A  abort  conTersalion  ensued  on  ibeproper  waf 
of  treating  tha  ettmmnnkailon ;  when  it  waa 
■greed  thai  it  waa  bast  lo  take  bo  mder  whateaer 
upon  it. 

BBIDOE  OTER  THE  POTOMAC. 

An  engrossed  bill  authorizing  the  erection  of  • 
bridge  over  the  rirer  Potomac,  within  the  District 
if  Colnmbis,  was  read  the  third  time,  and,  on  tb« 
qnesiioD  that  the  same  do  paas,  it  was  resolred  in 
the  affirmatire — yeas  60.  nays  39,  as  foMowai 

Taia-^iweph  Barker,  Bnrwall  BaMett,  GMSsa  M* 
Bedinger,  Silas  jetton,  J^n  Boyle,  Williana  A.  Bni- 
weU,  Levi  Cam,  Martin  Chittaadm,  Jrim  UlaU«ni« 


mor,  WilliBD  Ely,  JanMa.Fisk,  Jamea  M.  Oanat^ 
P«tet»in  Goadwyn,  Silaa  Halsay,  Selh  Haatiogt^  Oa- 
Tid  Uoqgh,  Walter  Jonaa,  Jauua  KeUy,  'fboBaa  Ke> 
QUI,  KahBtoiah  Knigbl,  John  Lambert,  Joseph  Lawi^ 
junior,  Henry  .  W.  Livingaton,  William  McCraeiyi 
David  Heriwether,  Nidiolaa  R.  Hoora,  Thoniaa  Moore, 
Jonathan  O.  Moaelj,  Thomas  Newton,  jnoi  John  Par* 
ter,  John  Pugh,  John  Randolph,  Jaeoh  Richuds,  Joba 
RuawU,  Peter  Sailly,  Thomas  gammons,  Haniy  Santh- 
ard,  Riehsid  Bbuiraid,  JeMph  Stanton,  William  Sted- 
mao,  Lewia  B.  8turgea,8amaelTBggart,  SamnelTen- 
n^,  PhUip  R,  Thamnon,  Uri  Tracy,  Philip  Van 
Cortlandt,  KUIian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Pelag  Wada- 
worth,  Elipbalet  Wiokea,  Marmadoke  WUlianUr 
Alexander  Wilson,  Jeaeph  Winston,  and  Tbonwa 
Wynna. 
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tanioT,  niomai  BlmiDt,  J«oob  CrowniciaUeld,  Samuel 
W.  Dan*,  Jdm  Darenpoii,  Jaoln',  John  Dawna,  Pd- 
tar  EaHy,  Jubm  Elliot,  Caleb  EUw.  John  W.  Enmi, 
Wm.  Piiidley,  I.  L.  Gnen,  John  Hamiltan,  Junes 
BolUnd,  Daiid  Hidmn,  Patrick  Magnider,  Robert 
Marion,  JoMah  Maaton,  Jeremiah  MorrMr,  John  Moi- 
tow,  Gideon  Olin,  Timothy  Pitkin,  juntoi,  John  R«*  of 
FMUuylTama, ,  John  Rbea  of  Tenneaiea,  Ebenexer 
Batver,  Jimea  Sloan,  Jdin  Smilie,  John  Bmitb,  8aln- 
■el  Smith,  ThoBiu  W.  Thoiiipwn,  JoMph  B.  Var- 
niun,  John  WhitehUI,  Robert  Whitahill,  and  Daiid  R. 
Williama. 

IMPORTATION  OF  SLATES. 

The  Hoase  resolred  iuelf  into  a  Committee  of 
lh«  Whole  on  ihebill  lo  prohibit  the  importation 
or  bria^JD^  of  slaves  into  the  United  Slates  oi 
the  territories  thereof  after  the  31st  of  Decemberi 
1807.  The  bill  was  read,  as  fullows: 
A  Bill  to  prohibit  the  importation  oi  bringing  of  glaTea 

into  the  United  St«tea,  or  the  territoiiea  thereof,  after 

the  thiitj-Grat  day  of  December,  ISOT. 

Sio.  1.  Beit  tnatied  by  the  Senalt  and  Home  of 
Xepreteaialivet  of  the  United  StiUea  of  Ataerica,  in 
Congra*  ouetni&J,  That,  froQi  lod  aJtei  ,the  thirtjr- 
frat  daj  of  December,  one  thaiuaiid  eight  hundred 
and  aeren,  it  ahall  not  be  lanful  to  import  or  bring  in- 
to the  United  Btal«e,  or  the  lerriloriei  thereof,  anj 
Kegro,  mnlatto,  or  other  peraon  of  color,  with  intent  to 
kaep,  aefl,  or  diapoae  of  (uch  negro,  mulatto,  or  person 
«t  color,  aa  a  alave. 

Sic.S.  And  be  it  further  enatted.  That  if  an  j  per- 
■on  or  pereona  ihall,  after  the  Slat  da^  of  December, 
afiM«aald,  bniM,  eqnip,  fit,  load,  or  in  an?  wiee  pre- 
nat«,«r  ahall  engago  m  be  eoncanwd  in  praparmg, 
UaJfag,  dtting,  eqoli^iiDg,  or  bBlfding  any  aUp  or  tcs- 
mI,  in  aa;  pan  or  place  within  the  jarUdldinial  Urn- 
ha  of  the  GoTwnment  of  the  Vnhed  States,  lor  ih« 
purpose  of  emplojing  aoch  ship  or  Teaaal  in  imporliag 
or  brbging  into  (be  United  Stalsa,  or  the  territories 
thereof,  anj  negro,  mulatto,  or  person  of  color,  the  im- 
portation or  bringing  of  whom  is  by  this  act  prohibit- 
ed, every  nich  penon  shall  forfeit  and  pay, dol- 

lata  i  and  auch  ahip  or  Tenet  shall,  together  with  her 
cargo,  tackle,  atmrel,  and  ftamitnre,  be  forfeited. 

Sao.  9.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  Tlkat  if  any  Adp 
•r  vessel,  laden  in  whide  or  in  part  with  penons,  the 
iwpartalton  or  bringing  of  whom  ia  by  this  act  pro- 
Ubilod,  dial],  after  the  thirty-flnt  A»j  of  December 
albiuaaid,  be  fbimd  In  any  rifer,  port,  bay,  or  harbor, 
within  the  United  Slates  or  the  territories  thereof,  or 
UtywlMrs  an  the  high  sea*  Within  the  joriadiotional 
Uadls  of  Aa  OoTenunent  of  the  United  States,  andi 
B^  or  vaaari,  togalhar  witt  her  carfO,  itekle,  apparel. 


ia  hmtn  aalhoriiad  to  employ  anch  of  the  armed  vea- 
arfa  aa  he  mayjndge  proper,  in  giving  to  this  act  fUl 
and  eomplete  eficL 

Sac.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any  ne- 
gro, mnlalto,  or  peraon  of  color,  the  Importation  or 
bringing  of  whom  is  by  this  act  prohibited,  shall,  after 
the  thirty-Erat  day  of  December  afbreaatd,  be  found 
within  the  United  States  or  the  lerrilories  thereof,  ctd. 
^atich  negro,  nMitstto,  or  persota  of  color,  ahall  be  for- 
■ited.    And  if  an;  pataon  or  peiaooa  shall  be  con- 


cerned in  baying  Or  selling  auch  negro,  mulatto,  or 
person  of  color,  every  person  ao  concerned  shall  (brfeit 
■nd  psy  ——  dollars  Gar  each  negro,  mtilatto,  or  per- 
son of  color  so  bought  or  sold. 

Sae.  5.  And  bt  it  farther  enacted,  That  wbamtiet 
it  afaall  appear  to  the  oonrt  before  which  aayanitor 
proaecutioa  ahall  be  Iwengbl,  m  any  daks  shall  be 
tried,  under  the  proriuona  -it  thia  act^  that  then  ia 
reasonable  ground  for  preanmption  againat  the  par^ 
sued  or  prosecuted,  or  making  the  claim,  it  ahall  be 
the  duty  of  the  >^  court  to  tbrOw  the  burden  of 
proof  upon  auch  party.  And  that  when  any  aeiiure 
ahall  be  made,  or  suit  or  proaecution  commenced  aa 
aforeaaid,  and  judgment  shall  be  giiea  in  &vor  of 
the  claimant,  or  party  aued  or  priMeeatad,  if  it  ahall 
appear  to  the  court-  that  there  waa  reaaonaUe  caoss 
for  such  seizure,  or  lueh  suit  or  prosecution,  (he  said 
court  ahtU  cavae  a  proper  certificate  or  entry  to  be 
made  thereof,  and  in  auch  case  tike  party  daimingi 
sued,  or  pnMecuted,  shall  not  be  entitled  to  coats,  nor 
ahkll  the  peraon  making  the  aehnire,  or  initituting  the 
suit  or  prosecution,  bo  liable  to  any  action  or  judg- 
ment on  account  thereof. 

Sic.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  alt  panal- 
ti^  and  forfeitorea  arising  under  this  act  may  be  aued 
for  and  rccoTered,  and  shall  be  distributed  and  ao- 
counted  for  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  act,  enti- 
tled "An  act  to'  regulate  the  collection  of  duties  on 
imports  and  tonnage."  And  such  penalties  and  for- 
feitorea ma;  be  examined,  mitigated,  or  remitted  in 
like  manner  and  under  the  like  conditions,  regulations. 
and  restiictione  as  are  prescribed,  suthoiixed,  and  di- 
rected by  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  miti- 
gating or  remitting  the  forfeiturea,  penalties,  and  disa^ 
bililiee  accruing  in  certain  casba  thAein  mentioned." 

The  fint  blaak  wai  filled  with.5,000,  the  aec- 
ond  with  10,000,  and  the  third  with  500. 

Mr.  S1.OAN  (noted  to  iosert,  in  the  fourth  see- 
tibu,  after,  the  word  "forfeited,"  the  followip^ 
words:  "And  auch  person  or  slave  shall  be  a  a  ti- 
tled to  hii  freedom,  so  as  to  make  the  prarisioik 
read — that  if  anj  negro,  mulatto,  or  peraon  of 
color,  the  importation  or  bringing  of  whom  ia  by 
this  aet  prohibited,  shall,  afler  the  3l3l  da^  of  De- 
eember  aforesaid,  be  fauod  witbio  the  United 
Slaves  or  the  territories  thereof,  every  auch  negro, 
mdlatto.  or  iierson  of  color,  shall  be  forfoiied, 
and  such  peraon  or  alave  shall  be  entitled  te  hia 
freedom. 

Mr.  ALaroR  donbted  whethar  Congreas  poa- 
seased  the  power  of  Mf  ing  that  slaves  imported 
into  a  particular  Slate,  whose  laws  directed  them 
to  be  sold,  should  be  made  {tea. 

Mr.  BufBR  considered  the  amendment  as  alto- 
get  tier  tiseleei, 

Mr.  EppEs  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  bv 
adding  to  it  the  following  proviso;  " Promded, 
That  such  forfeitn re  ahall  lake  place  in  one  of  the 
States  of  the  Union  where  slaver;  is  not  by  law 
.  permitted." 

This  laat  amendmaitiras  disagreed  to — ajrea  31. 

Mr.  BinwELL  suggested  a  modification  of  the 
amesdmeni,  10  as  10  make  it  read,  "and  shall  be 
eatiiled  to  his  or  her  freedom."  To  which  Mr. 
Sloan  assented. 

Mr.  Early  said,  he  would  barely  ask  of  the 
mover  of  the  amendmeDt,  whether  there  was  noc 
1  palpable  abatirditj  between  the  ameodment  and 
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thatpart  of  tbe  bill  to  which  it  was  offered  ai  an 
xmeDdmeat;  wheiberlberewMDOtBDabauntity  in 
Hf  ioff  the  descriplioa  of  penons  referred  to  sboold 
be  forfeited,  mad  mU  br  tbe  United  Staiet  as  pro- 
vided for  in  tbe  sixth  leciioD,  and  jet  ttutt  tttey 
■honld  be  free ;  wlMlber  the  two  ihiojfi  could  ex- 
ist togetherl 

Mr.  Sloar  Mtd,  he  waali  aak  whether  it  was 
not  the  nndentaDdiBg  of  erery  member  of  the 
cCHDmittee,  that  it  Oo^l  to  be  thCTobjecl  of  this 
bill  totally  to  prohibit  the  iiiinar(«tioa  of  slares 
iolo,  or  the  lelliDg  them  in  the  United  Slates.  He 
woold  not  preleod  to  say  his  amendmeat  .would 
«ffectiiallr  aoBwer  this  purpose;  it  might  reqoire 
alteration,  aitdt  he  acknowledged  there  was  an 
appareot  coDlradiction  between  it  and  the  pro- 
viiious  of  the  billi  But  it  was  the  ptiociple  which 
it  coDiained,  that  he  was  snxious  to  see  adopted. 

Mr.  EABLisaid  there  was. no  doubt  but  that  the 
DotioD  of  the- gentleman  from  New  Jersey  would 
have  the  effect  of  trying  tbe  sense  of  tbe  Ho 


would  be  good  for  nothing.  The  amendment 
proposes  that  the  slaves  imported  (hill  be  forfeit- 
ed and  become  free.  Thus  all  iodoeement  to 
give  information  of  their  importation  would  b« 
taken  awn;.  Yoit  cannot,  said  Mr.  A.,  prevent 
thcfa  from  being  slaves  when  they  ar«  onca 
broBght  into  the  United  States;  the  only  wa^  ii 
to  prevent  tbe  itnpariation.  In  tbe  State  wbteb 
[  have  the  honor  of  leptesenting,  this  mode  had 
been  practised ;  the  importation  of  slaves  had  fw 
ten  or  twelve  years  been  prohibited  tinder  &  pen- 
alty of  200  pounds.  Thu  had  completelr  pr*- 
vented  anv  inporuitiiHi  by  water,  in  whien  tnj 
not  a  single  slave  had  been  imported.  Some,  it 
true,  bad  been  introd Deed'  from  sdjoining 


m  very  important  principle  tfoniained 
__   ->. .  rtion  Tfhether  they  would 

}  pass  a  l»ll  on  tnis  subject,  which 


I  the  question  whether  tber  would  or  would 
not  agree  to  pass  a  l»ll  on  tnis  subject, 
wouliT  be  tfficaeions.    Fomy self,  said  Mr.  E..  I 


have  always  believed  that  on  the  decision  of  this 
qneation  would  turil  another,>wliether'thi9  Qor- 
ernment  ever  wonld  prohibit  the  rlave  trade  or 
not?  It  is  tru4,  if  we  pass  tbe  bill  as  it  stands, 
•  that  persons  imported- will  not  only  be  forfeited, 
but  will  likewise  be  sold  as  slaves,  and  be  afier- 
warda  kept  as  such.  This  is  a  melaiieholy  triithi 
■nelaocboly,  because,  without  anch  a  provision, 
we  can  pass  no  law  on  the  subject  that  will  be 
cffectnal.  What  can  we  do  with  this  desoripth 
ot  persons  ia«as«  iheyare  brought  into  tbe  cou 
try  in  eontravetuioa  of  this  acti  I  repeat  the 
question — what  can  we  do  with  them  1    If  any 

CDtlenan  can  deviie  a  plan^  on  which  they  cao 
disposed  of.  without  proving  eztreoMlv  inju- 
rious to  the  conntry  where  the  disposition  shall  be 
inade,  less  eseeptionable  than  the  fdan  contained 
an  ibis  bill,  be  shall  have  my  (banks,  and  what  is 
ofmore  coosequence,  he  shall  have  my  vote.  1 
believe,  however,  that  th*  plan  contained  in  the 
bill  will  be  the  ntoet  effectual  thsl  can  be  devised. 
Tbe  MntlemRD  inquires  whether  tbe  bill  is  not 
intenatd  to  prevent  the  importation  of  this  de- 
aeription  of  people  into  tbe  United  States,  and  to 
preveoi  their  being  sold  here  as  slaves  1  I  answer 
llmiitis;and  Tadl,  if  ihe  law  prohibiting  the  im- 
portation of  brandy  io  demijohns  was  not  intended 
<0  prevent  its  being  brought  into  the  United  States 
in  thai  way;  and  yet,  do  the  United  States,  ins 
of  selling  it  as  a  forfeited  article,  scatter  it  tbont 
the  streets  When  thus  introduced  in  contravention 
of  the  laws  7  I  repeat  it — on  the  decision  of  this 
question  will  depend  the  efficacy  of  tbe  bill. 
We,  who  live  in' that  part  of  ibe  United  States, 
where  the  evil  r^erted  to  principally  exiits,  know 
from  experience  that  this-  is  the  only  effectual 
plan  that  can  be  pursued.  I  will  conclude  my 
remarks  by  again  declaring,  tb it  if  anygenileman 
will  devise  another  practicable  plan,  he  shall  have 
my  vote. 

Mr.  Ai.aTOH  was  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  if 


iingle  slave  had  been  imported.    Some,  it 

'uc,  bad  been  introdoceo  from  sdjoining 

States.    The   ametidmeDi  might  have  another 


effect.  Whtft  was  there  to  prevent  this  descrip- 
tion of  persons,  although  made  free,  from  binding 
themselves  otii  for  a  term'of  years,  or  for  life  1 

Mr.  Sloan  said  he  would  just  observe  that  tha 
simile  drawn  by  his  friend  from  Georgia  <ltd  not 
apply  io'the  present  instance.  He  had  never  con- 
siMeted  the  act'  prohibiting  the  importation  of 
brandy  "in  demijohns,  as  intanded  to  prohibit  tbe 
importation  of  brandy,  but  merely  the  particalai 
mode  of  importing  it.  It  appearad  to  be  tha  uni- 
versal wish  of  every  member  )n  the  Committee  to' 
put  aa  entire  stop  to  thif  inhuman  traffic.  He 
WDoid  then  ask  for  information,  (he  would  not 
say  that  he  was  perfectl/able  to  explain  theCon- 
ititation  on  this  point,)  whether  it  was  not  in  the 
power  of  the  Hoase  as  eompletely  to  pmhiUt  this 
iradeasthe  Partiamenlt)f  Great  Britain?  Ifhe 
was  rightly  informed,  as  soon  aa  a  slave  pat  his 
foot  into  that  conntxy,  he  becaaie  free.    If  this 


hoped  it  would  be  exercised ;  and  if 
this  amendment  should  be  rejected,  be  Irnsied 
someotber,  calculate  to  be  more  effieacioDs,  would 
be  adopted. 

Mr.  Smilib  was  not  prepared  at  prcsettt  to  say 
what  was  tbe  best  to-be  done  (  but  h» would  nevar 
giychisamenttofhelastsectionof  thebill.  Shall 
we,  said  he,  while  we  are  attempting  to  put  a  stop 
to  this  traffic,  take  upon  bilrselvei  the  odium 
of  becoming  slave  traders?  This  would  be  tha 
fact,  in  ease  the  bill  were  agreed  to.  We  will 
not  suffer  others  to  bring  them  to  oar  shores  with 
the  view  of  selling  them,  but  we  agree  to  boeonw 
their  proprietors,  and  to  sell  them  ourselves.  I 
hope  in  Qod  tbe  Hoosa  will  never  agree  to  diia. 
I  have  no  objection  to  be  at  the  expense  of  tend- 
ing them  back  to  their  own  country,  if  this  shall 
he  deemed  ^oper,  or  to  pursning  any  other  nioda 
wbi«h  may  be  deemed  aovisahle. 

Mr.  Easlt  said  it  was  time  enongfa,  when  tha 
last  section  was  under  conaideration,  toTsamina 
any  plan  or  reasons  which  might  be  offered  in 
support  of  it, fos  altertng'the  provisions  in  that 
section.  At  preaeni,  the Toarth  section  only  waa 
under  constderatioo,  and  there  appeared  to  bim  a 
peculiar  iraproprieijt  in  adopting  the  proposed 
am^dmenC;  as  applicable  to  that  saelion,  for  sev- 
eral reaeoDs.  Tnat  seeuon  docanot  opetata  «i 
vessets  fitting  out  for  the  slave  trade,  ot  on  vea- 
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sell  ID  the  wstcn  of  the  United  StUM  having 
perMna  of  this  deieripiioti  on  board.  Ii  operates 
onlf  on  the  individual  caafe*  of  bOTilif  and'  sell- 
iDg,  between  maD  and  man,  after  the  persons  harr 
bean  broight  into  the  territorjr  of  the  United 
Slates.  It  operated,  therefore,  aa  persons  ao  far 
as  related  to  a  property  in  them,  on  which  only 
the  State  laws  can  opiate.  Mr.  E.  b^gred  leaTe 
to  read  the  section: 

"  8tc.  i.  And  be  it  Jarlher  moettd,  Tlut,  if  tnj 
negro,  mnliuto,  or  peraoD  of  coIot,  the  importation  or 
MngftBg  of  whom  ia  b;  tMi  aot  pbhiblted,  sliall,  aftei 
-the  thirtT-finrt  da;  ai  DAcember  sforaiaid,  be  fiinnd 
within  tka  Unitnl  Btcta^  or  the  tartitoaee  thenof, 
•fo;  roeb  >agto,  mnlatto,  oi  pKnan  of  odor,  ahall  be 
IbrtMted.  And,  if  ta.j  pemoo  or  paiaons  shall  be  oon- 
«MTi*d  in  bnying  or  sallinf  such  negro,  molatlo,  or 
penoD  of  ooloT,  erar;  penon  so  conoamed  shall  fi>r- 

feit  sod  pB7  9 for  each  negie,  mnlatto,  or  paison 

Vt  color,  so  boQght  or  aold."  - 

He  would  ask  the  gentleman,  whether  the 
House,  or  the 'GoTerament  of  Ihe  United  Stales, 
'were  CoastliutioDallf 'Competent  lo  declare  what 
ahould,  or  should  not,  be  proptrty  witbin  the  ser- 
«nl  Slates  1  They  were  not  cunpetent  iq  jhis, 
after  the  wticle,  considered  it  propertf.  waa 
bioiuht  within-  the  limits  of  the  United  Bialet. 

Ur.  Babebs. — It  appears  to  me,  either  that  the 
fcnileman  from  Oeprgia  doe*  not  understand- the 
spirit  of  this  section,  or  that  i  do  not:  If  anf  de- 
KriptioD  of  persons  are  imported  and  forfeited, 


to  whom  are  the;  forfeited  1    ^ol  to  the  ini 
lar  Stales  where  they  are  landed,  bnt  to  the 


Uui 


ted  States,  whoce  propei^r  ihef  become,  and  wbo 
lu*e^  therefore,  a  right  to  say  ibey  shall  be  free ; 
and  in  order  to  effect  this  purpose,  they  ma;  say 
that  they  aball  b^  sent  back  to  ibc  coupiry  from 
whence  they  came.'  Certaialy,  ther  baTeaagieat 


aricht 
Mr.  a 


with  hisfriend  from  Ma3nehuseits,(MT.BABKER.) 
Mr.BtDWSix. — Geolletoen  from  all  qoarteraap- 
-pear  to  agrM  in  Iheend'they  bare  in  view.  The 
only  diffmnee  of  opinion  is,  with  respect  to  the 
noM  proper  means  to  be  nsad.  The  gentleman 
■item  Georgia  diibks  that,  if  the  amendmeitt  be 
adopted,  the  bill  will  be  ioe^ctoal;  while  ihegeD- 
demBD  from  New  Jeraey  ia  of  the  optnioii  that, 
Wittiotu  it,  it  will  be  ineffectual.  The  amnil- 
Bcot  undoubtedly  embracei  a  most  important 
principle.  Without  it,  the  ^lentleman  from  Oeor- 
gia  admits,  1  bat  the  description  of  persons  referred 
-to  will  be  ttaaaferred  fram  their  indiTidnal  own- 
ters  to  the  United  States,  as  pntperty,  and  be  by 
them  aold  as  slaret,  and-  be  held  afterwards  in 
alavery.  This  is  admitted  te  be  the  effect  of  Ihe 
bill.  It  is  objected  to  for  -sereral  reason's.  The 
first  reason  assigned  is,  that  if  the  ameodmeat 
takci  place,  and  if  by  virtue  of  it  these  people 
akould  be  eniriled  te  their  freedom,  Instead  of  be- 
-iac  pKtteeiad  in  their  freedom,  diey  wiU  enter  into 
iMenturea  with  their  holder*,  and  iheir  condtiion 
be  tbeaaiM  aslhongb  they  Were  in  alavery.  But, 
the  very  fde>  of  iiidentnrea  implies  ftaedom,  and 
this  obieelion  is  applicable  to  eTOry  other  deserip' 
tioB  ar  peiatmi  wnoae  igaoraoee  .rendars  tiiem 


the  eaay  subjects  of  impaaitioii.  BUfes,  liberated 
under  existing  cireDmsiaaee*  from  servitude,  are 
equally  liable  to  be  overreaelnil. 

Another  objection  is,  that  the  amendment  is 
reputiuant  to  tbe  principle  of  the.  bill,  inasmuch 
as  the 'preceding  elaosa  declares  that  this  descrip- 
tion of  persons  shall  be  forfeited,  and  (heir  being 
made  free  is  considered  as  iaeompatibk  with  their 
forfeiture.  I  do  not,  however,  view  the  ease  in 
that  light.  What  is  this  forfeiture  but  a  eeeiaticn 
of  the  intere*!  of  the  former  owner  in  the  thing 
forfeited,  and  its  transfer  to  the  United  States? 
And,  canqot  the  United  States,  instead  of  selling, 
iqanumit  them?  The  operation,  therefore,  of  ibe 
amendment  will  be,  that  the  property  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  ibero  will  deiermine,  and  that  no 
person  will  have  a  properly  in  tbem.  but  ibai  ibey 
will  be  free ;  or,  in  other  words,  that  instead  of 
property,  as  the  bill  now  btandi^  being  vested  in 
the  United  Sutes.  it  will  be  renounced.  The 
United  State*  will  not  take  the  property  tfaem- 
sejvea,  or.  pass  it  ovtor  to  any  other  person.  Tbev 
will  say  the  property  shall  entirely  terminate.  Is 
there  anything  m  this,  repugnant  to  the  Constitu- 
tion 1  .  The  gentleman  from  Cteorgia  says  this 
GorernmeDt  ha*  not  a  r^ht  t^  interfere  with 
State  rights  or  Stau  property.  But,  would  it  be 
any  interference' with  State  rjghta  to  say,  that,  in 
ease  a  partielilar  anicle  should  become  the  prt^ 
eriy  of  the  United  States,  they  wou^ld  not  uheii? 
As  to  the  previous  owners  giving  the  slaves  their 
freedom,  would  it  not  operate  .exactly  in  the  same 
way  as  forfeiting  ihemi  If,  then,  there  would 
be. no  interference  with  State  rights  in  the  one 
ease,  there  would  not  ia  the  ot^er.  The  only 
difereace  would  cwisiat  in  the  transfer  of  the 
property,  the  operation  of  tfaeamendmetit  being 
to  niake  a  donation,  or  whatever  else  geutleiLen 
may  please  to  call  it,  to  the  persons,  of  thor 
freedom. 

If  it  shall  be  said,  that  ibe  provision  contained 
in  Ihe-nmeudmenl  will  operate  inconveniently,  by 
turning  these  pwaoDs  loose  upon  socieiy.a  remedy 
laay  be  applied.  A  sufficient  authoniy  on  this 
bead  eiists  in  the  Slate  governmrats.  If  pau- 
)>ers,  vagabonds,  or  aaj  other  troublesome  descrip- 
tion of  persons  be  introduced  aipong  them,  every 
State  has  a  right  to  impose  penalties  on  ibe  per- 
sons iaiTOducIng  them.  So,  in  the  present  case, 
the  State  authorities  may  be  enforced,  in  addition 
to  such  punishments  as  the  United  States  may 
see  fit  to  inflict  for  the  purposes  of  ^aerat  wel- 
fare. I  am,  for  these  reasons,  of  opinion,  that  the 
amendment,  so  far  from  rendering  the  bill  less 
efficient,  will  make  it  more  so. 

Mr.  Maoon,  (Speaker,)— I  believ«  that  on  this 
subject  there  is  but  one  c^inion,  which  is,  effectu- 
ally to  prohibit  the  im'portation  of  slave*  into  the 
United  State*.  This  sentiment,  I  believe,  per- 
vades the  breast  of  every  munber  of  the  commu- 
nity. In  adopting  our  m^aunres  on  this  subject, 
we  must  pass  such  a  laV  as  can  be  execaWilj 
soeh  an  one  as  eVcry  pan  of  the  Unitm  shall 
deem  itself  iataresied  in  carrying  into  tffeaL  If 
we  insert  in  it  a  clause,  in  the  execution  of  whfeh 
every  part  of  the  Unioa  does  not  eontider  itself 
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iDtereiiEd,  we  shall  prereot  the  law  from  going 
into  fall  operatioo.  The  proposed  .ameDoaisnt 
goes  to  make  thii  desciipiioa  or  penODS,  ibat  shall 
beimporUd.free.  What  will  be  its  efiecl  ?  Wbai 
is  to  become  of  tlie  cargoes  of  iboi^e  persons,  when 
thus  turned  Ipose  in  any  £1  tale  1  Bf  what  meiDS 
are  they,  uiiderstaadiD|;  nothiDg  abouc  ihe  eoao' 
tiy,  10  be  supported  1  Not  even  speaking  ibe  lan- 
euage  of  ibe  conntty,  what  is  lo  become  of  ibem  7 
Are  ibey  to  be  maintained  by  the  public  or  by  in- 
dividaalsl  This  qaesiiao  is  deserving  of  some 
consldeiatiool  Itisa  subject,  I  cdiifeas,on  which 
ther6  is  some  difficulty-  For  my  part,!  wish  the 
law  to  be  made  so  strong  as  to  prevent  any  Tas- 
sel from  bringing  them  ialo.  the  United  filatra. 
But,  I  believe  the  amendment  contains  a  provis- 
ion ihatsome  of  the  States  will  not  like.  Iniome 
of  the  Slates,  there  is  a  legal  provision  that  an 
owner  of  a  slave  may  give  bim  his  freedom,  on 
going  into  court,  «nd  glviog  security  .(hat  the 
alare  that  is  liberated  stniU  not  be  a  charge  upon 
the  county.  Those  persons  who  deal  in  ihis  ne- 
farious traffic  will  never  carry  Iheii  cargoes  into 
a  part  of  the  Union  where  there  ate  no  slaves, 
They  will  go  to  ihe  States  where  slavery  elist^^ 
and  there  spiuggle  them ;  and,  if  we  pass  tbis 
ameadmeDt,  the  situation  of  these  States  will  be 
most  deplorable. 

It  does  noi  appear  to  nle  necessary  to  ihteit  this 
amendment  in  the  bill,  in  order  tocarry,]!  into 
execution.  The  great  object  is,  to  prevent  the 
impOTtatioQ  j  and,  so  &r  as  relates  to  this  end, 
the  ameodment  will  weaken  the  bill.  Perhaps  I 
may  be  under  the  influence  of  local  prejudice, 
but  there  is  no  State  in  (be  Union  more  opposed 
to  the  importation  of  slaves  than  the  State  which 
I  have  the  honor  to  represent.  It  was  propceed 
by  her,  ten  years  ago,  so  lo  amend  the  'Constitu- 
tion as  to  give  Congress  the  power  of  prohibiting 
the  importation  ofslaves.  I  believe  the  propo- 
sition passed  by  an  unanimous  vote.  Certain  I 
am,  it  had  my  hearty  approbation.  But.it  seems 
to  me  if  you  gire  these  people  their  freedom,  and 
turn  tbem  loose,  they  matt  perish.  As,  tberefore, 
ihe  amendment  is  not  esseolial  to  the  law  being 
carried  iuto  execution.  I  aoi  opposed  to  it.  not 
wishiog  to  pass  a  law  tnat  will  be  disagreeable  to 
any  part  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  EAni.y. — It  ifi  not  niy  intention  tb  trespass 
on  the  palienoe  of  the  House,  or  lo  press  on  gen- 
tlemen a  greater  atteulion  to  this  impurtaot  bill 
than  they  seem  willing  lo  give.  I  believe  it  is 
th«  view  of  every  member.of  the  Committee,  and 
all  parts  of  the  nation,  to  put  an  end  to  this  traf-. 
fie  i  and  I  am  persuaded  I  ehail  be  believed  by  the 
Committee,  when  I  assure  theiQ  that,  in  framing 
this  bill,  I  had  my  eye  on  those  provisions  which 
1  thought  would  be  best  calculated  to  effect  this 
desirable  object.  For  the  present,  I  barely  mean 
to  improve  a  little  on  the  ideas  thrown  out  by  the 
honorable  Speaekr,  which,  in  my  opinion,  admit 
of  several  most  important  views. 

It  is  B  principle  in  lettislation,  as  correct  as  any 
which  has  ever  prevailed,  that  to  give  effect  lo 
laws,  you  mutt  not  make  them  repugnant  to  the 
puetons  and  wishes  of  the  people  among  whom 


they  are  lo  operate.  How  then,  in  ihis  instance, 
stsods  the  facti  Do  not  gentlemen  from  every 
quarter  of  the  Union  prove,  on  the  discuxsion  of 
every  question  that  has  ever  arisen  in  the  House, 
baring  the  most  remote  bearing  on  the  giving 
freedom  to  the  Africans  in  the  boaom  of  our  conn- 
try,  that  it  has  eicited  the  deepest  Mnaibility  in 
the  breasts  of  those  where  slavery  exists?  And 
why  is  this  sol  It  is,  because  those  who,  from 
experience,  know  the  extent  of  the  evil,  believe 
that  the  most  formidable  aspect  in  which  it  can 
present  itself,  i«  by  malting  these  people  free 
among  tbem.  Yes,  sir,  iboagh  slavery  is  an  evil, 
regretted  by  every  man  in  the  country,  to  have 
among  us  in  any  considerable  quaniity  persons  of 
this,  description,  is  an  evil  far  greater  than  slavery 
'tself.  Does  aoy  gentleman  want  proof  of  this. 
[  answer  thai  all  ^ool  is  useless)  no  fact  can  be 
;nore  DotorioBB.  With  ibis  belief  on  the  minds 
of  the  pepple  where  slavery  ezistr,  and  where  the 
'~~ortation  will  take  place^if  at  all,  we  are  about 
urn  loose,  in  a  state  of  freedom  alt  persons 
igbt  in  al'ter  the  passage  of  tbis  law.  I  ask 
gent^men  to  reflect  and  say  whether  such  a  law, 
opposed  to  the  ideas,  the  passions,  the  views,  and 
ineaffectfomiof  the  people  of  the  Southern  States, 
can  be  cxecuiedl  I  tell  tbem,  no  ;  it  i*  impoMi- 
ble— whyl  Because  no  man  will  iolWn — whyl 
Because  to  inform  will  be  to  lead  W  an  evil  which 
will  be  deemed  greater  than  the  offence  of  wbich 
inrormation  is  given,  because  ii  will  be  opposed 
to  the  principle  of  self-preseTraiion,  and  to  the 
lore  of  family.  Ho,  no-man  will  be  disposed  to 
jeopard  bis  life,  and  the  lives  of  bis  countrvmeo. 
And  if  no  one  dare  inform,^the  whole  auiAority 
of  the  Qorernmeot  cannot  earrj  the  law  into 
eSecL  The  whole  people  will  rise  up  against  it. 
Why?'  Because  to  enfome  it  would  be  to  tarn 
loose,  in  the  bosom  of  the  country,  firebrands  that 
would  consume  them ;  for  the  best  anid  strongest 
of  all  reasons,  becauae  men  lore  their  own  ptes* 
erration  too  well  to  take  the  steps  moat  fitted  to 
endanger  it.  This  Committee  need  not  now  be 
told,,  that  wfaererer  people  of  color  are  found  in  a 
Slate  of  freedom — I  mean  in  the  States  where  they 
are  found  in  considerable  numbers — they  are  con- 
sidered as  .the  inslrumentn  of  murder,  theft,  and 


provision,  and  to  turn  loose  a  few,  or  even  a  sin- 
gle cargo  of  persons  of  color,  wbat  do  gentlemen 
suppose  would  become  of  them  7  Do  they  sup- 
,pase  the  people  of  those  States  would  permit  them 
to  live  among  them?  They  are  mistaken.  We 
are  told  it  is  cruel  and  disgraceful  to  keep  ihem 
in  alareiy.  There  is  no  donbt  of  iL  But  would 
it  not  be  more  cruel  to  place  them  In  a  situation 
where  we  must  in  self-defence — gentlemen  will 
understand  me — get  lid  of  them  in  some  way. 
We  must  eiihei  get  rid  of  them,  or  they  of  us; 
there  is  no  alternative,  and  I  leave  it  to  gentlemen 
to  determine  which  course  would  be  pursued. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  on  this  bead.  1  will  speak 
out;  it  is  not  my  practice  lo  be  mealy-mouthed 
on  a  subject  of  importance.  Nut  one  of  them 
would  be  left  alive  in  a  year.    But  I  am  not  dia- 
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posed  on  this  occBiiioD  lo  stir  up  ihoite  Ecnsibilitirs 
\rhieh  are,  on  slnioiit  eyeiy  question  touching 
tiiis  subject,  so  apt  -to  be  exciteil,  I  fe«l  it,  hov- 
CYer,  my  duty  candid))'  to  state  my  views  oo  the 
nibjeci;  and  i(  I  h&ve  done  it  in  plain  language, 
1  hope  I  sball  be  excused.  People  in  toy  sitna- 
liou  will  be  gorerned  by  the  principle  of-  self- 
preserVation ;  aod  I  beg  geptiemen  seriously  tc 
-consider  before 'they  take  measures- which  will 
place  ua  and  the  people  of  color  in  a  situaiioD  id 
which  w«  must  determiite  between  our  own  lirea 
-and  thein. 

Mr.  J.  CI.AT. — I  ahallTote  against  this  amend- 
ment because  1  think  it  goes  to  destroy  the  effi- 
«Bcy  of  the  bilL  I  have  uniformly  wished  that 
-Congress  had  posspssed  and  exercised  at  ■  tnuph 
earlier  period  the  powerof  preventing  the  impon- 
'  «tion  of  slaves.  But  the  effect' of  tnrninv  loose 
this  species  of  property  wilt  be  peculiarly  danger- 
ous. And  whether  the  appreheufion  entertained 
be  real  or  chimerical,  the  eon  sequences  will  be 
precisely  the  same.  If  such  be  the  opinion  enler- 
taioed  of  turning  tbem  loose,  lo«et  at  large  two 
or  three  hundred  of  those  persons,  irnora^it  and 
unacquainted  with  our  lang;uage  or  habits,  will, 
in  fact,  be  turning  loose  «o  many  depredators  of 
the  worst  kind.  Holding  no 
ihe  whites,  tbe  morals  of  their  asiociates  will  be 
corrupted,  and  ideas  of  freedom,  however  just  in 
Ihe  abstract  will  be  inculcated,  and  may  probably 
excite  insurrections.  Under  this  view  or  ibe  sub- 
ject, I  ask  whether  any  person  in  the  Southern 
GOti airy  will  turn  informer?  Ithinknot  Sofar 
'  fts  to  tbe  effects  of  this  provisioa  on  the  Souihern 
■  country.  Let  us  now  come  nearer  home.  Sap-' 
poie  there  should  be  an  information,  Tbe  laws 
'  in  several  of  the  Southern  States  prevent  the  lib- 
'  et«tian  of  a  slave,  bnt  on  eonditioo  of  his  leaving 
'  the  Stale.  They  will  consequently  migrate  to 
the  Slates  where  free  perk>ns  of  color  are  permit- 
ted to  reside.  No#  I  will  ask  my  colleague,  and 
the  gentlemen  from  tbe  Eastern  States,  whether, 
with  this  species  of  population,  they  would  wish 
to  increase  their  numbers)  But  whatever  may 
be  my  6nal  opinion  on  the  bill,  1  believe  the  Com- 
mitiee  are  not  at  present  pTe[nred  to  act  upon  it. 
I  therefore  move  that  ihey  rise. 

Mr.  Sloan  begged  to  explain  in  a  few  words. 
He  had  oot  been  understood.  He  had  listened 
'eman  from  Georgia,  and 
<r  what  had  dropped  from 
him  calculated  to  excite  his  warmth ;  he  appeal.- 
ed  to  the  Committee  if  he  hadnoi  expressed  him' 
aelf  in  the  mustcuociliatory  terms.  He  had  staled 
tbe  provision  under  conBideration  in  such  a  way 
ms  to  give  no  offence,  and  the  gentleman  wonld 
Tecolleci  that  he  had  intimated  ilat  a  further  pro- 
vision might  be  incorporated  in  the  bill,  to  send 
back  those  p«rsons  of  color  ihmimighl  be  import- 
ed in  contrBveoliOD  oflaw. 

Mr.  SifiLrE  was  id  favor  of  the  Committee  ris- 
inft.  as  he  was  confident  tbe  bill  would  not  anwer 
io  its  present  shape.  He  did  not,  however,  pre- 
tend to  say,  thai  the  ameodmeni  was  the  bes(  that 
conid  be  devised.  He  do ubtrd  whether  it  was. 
As  tbe  bill  stood,  they  were  involved  ia  thb  diffi- 


culty. They  must  either  adopt  the  amet^dmenl 
offered  by  the  geotlenan  from  New  Jersey,  or 
somvone  tike  it,  or  tbey  wonld  oot  avoid  the  odi- 
um of  tiecoming  themselves  slave  traders.  He 
hoped,  tbereforfe,  when  the  Committee  rose,  the 
House  would  agree  to  recommit  Ihe  bill.  Mr. 
&.  said,  be  did  not  wisb,  by  any  means,  to  increase 
ao  evil  wbich  was  too  great  already.  Ho  per- 
ceived otie  advantage  that  would  attefid  tbeamend- 
icenl.  If  the  opinion  of  the  Southern  people  was 
such  as  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  had  rej^ 
resented  it  to  oe,  they  would  not  admit  the  im- 
portation of  a  single  slave.  He  hofted,  however, 
that  the  bill  would  be  recommitted,  wd  soiqe 
effectual  provision  introdaind.  At  present,  be 
was  inclined  to  think  that  the  best  remedy  would 
be  to  send  these  people  back  to  the  country  from 
which  they  caitae. 

Mr.  Q,DiKCT  regretted  that  amotion  bad  been 
made  for  the  Commiit^e  to  rise,  as  he  considered 
it  proper,  previous  to  a  recommitment  of  the  bill, 
to  ascertain  tbe  sense  of  the  House  on  so  import- 
ant a  principle  as  that  contained  io  the  amend- 
ment. Belieying  that  they  ought  to  do  nothing 
contrary  to  the  safety  and  the  true  interest  of  any 
parrof  the  Union,  and  that  this^rovision  would 
have  this  effect,  he  was  hostile  to  it.  under  the  in- 

KesHJon  that  it  wonld  he  altogether  jneffectoal. 
e  believed  there  would  be  found  little-difficnltf 
in  defeating  it.  What  was  to  prevent  the  Legit- 
iature  of  Georgia,  after  Congress  have  declared 
the9e>  people  shall  be  free,  considering  thero  u 
vagabonds,  and  selling  them  for  a  teim  of  year^ 
or  for  life,  to  tbe  highest  bidder.  Mr.  ^  con- 
cluded by  saying,  he  wished  the  question  to  be 
taken  on  the  amendment,  that,  after  its  rejection, 
the  committee,  to  whom  the  tult  should  be  refer- 
red, might  direct  (heir  minds  to  a  more  eflectual 
provision. 

Mr.  Mu!oi(,  (Speaker.) — The  gentleman,  from 
Pennsylvania,  if  he  attends  to  tbe  subject,  will 

Eerceive  that  the  recommitment  of  the  bill  will 
e  of  no'  use,  until  the  principle  under  diseuasion 
shall  be  RrM  settled.  For  my  own  part,  I  wish  to 
frame  such  a  law  as  shall  prevent  a  single  slave 


from  being  imported.  It  is  objected  to  this  bilL 
that  it  provides  for  these  persona  being  sold,  and 
for  tbe  United  States  recetvtng  the  proceeds.  But 


let  ua  examine  this  objection.    Do  not  genil^mtni 
recollect  that,  in  case  a  judgment  is  obtained  by 
the  United  States  against  an  inhabitant  of  the 
Southern  country  possessed  of  slaves^  they  are 
liabie  to  sale,  and  ihe  money  derived  from  them 
be  brought  into  the  Treasury?    To  rise,  wilb- 
[  settling  this  point,  will  be  useless;  Ihe  com- 
itee,  to  whom  the  bill  may  be  referred,  will  stilt 
naioio  the  dark,  as  to  the  sense  of  the  House; 
tbey  will  be  without  any  decisioU  lo  guide  them. 
Let  this  question  then  he  first  decided,  and  the 
bill  be  afterwards  recommitted,  if  any  new  de- 
'  ilsare  requisite. 
1  thinkooeof  tbeamendmentssng^^estedagood 
le,  if  there  is  any  probability  of  its  being  exe- 
lied.    But  what  spirit  is  it  that  brings  this  de- 
scription of  people  amon^  us?    Nut  the  spirit  of 
pUilaDlbrupy,  bur  the  spirit  of  interesl.    And  if 
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we  Mod  these  people  b>cV,  the  sime  spirit  that 
brought  theul  here  will  carry  them  to  some  oiher 

Sitrler  of  the  globe,  with  the  lame  views.  IT  it 
■U  be  preBcribed'ttiBl  the  United  States  shall 
earrf  them  back,  ibat  is,  indeed,  another  queilioD. 
I  have  DO  doQbl  this  could  be  done. 

There  is,  howerer,  another  question  that  pre- 
setits  itself  on  tbiaxamefioint,  Howare  the  Uni- 
ted States,  when  thej  get  [hem  to' Africa,  to  carry 
them  to  their  owo  country,  if  it  should  not  be  sit- 
nated  on  the  seicoast  1  And  if  they  set  them  loose 
■nd  uoarmed  among  natioDs  who  theraselres  pur- 
sue this  tnffic,they  will  beasaiu  seized  and  trans- 
ported to  other  countries  where  (bey  may  be  sold, 
I  beliere  the  only  effectual  way  to  prevent  their  im- 
portation is,  to  impose  heavy  penalties,  in  enfore- 
iBg  which  the  citizens  of  the  Uaion  Will  gener- 
ally coDctir.  As  the  bill  stands,  it  is,  in  my  opin- 
ion; belter  calcirialed  to  ha^e  this  effect  than  it 
would  have  with  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Eablt  said,  before  the  question  was  taltea 
on  the  rising  of-tbe  Committee,  he  wished  to  offer 
a  word  or  two  by  way  of  eiplanation.  Prom  the 
observations  of  B  gentleman  from  Muaaehaseits, 
he  apprehended  aneipreEsioD  used  by  him  had  been 
somewhat mlsuoderftood.  '  Healluded toihe term 
*  dare."  In  using  this  word  he  had  meant  to  say, 
that  tfie  revenue  officers,  and  no  other  persons, 
wonld  dare  to  inform,  hecanse  the  passions  of  the 
people  would  be  ojiposed  to  them.  He  beg^d 
that  what  he  had  said  might  be  considered  in  this 
light  and  in  no  other. 

While  he  was  np  he  would  add  one  wxird.  The 
present  objection  to  thfe  bill  seemed  to  arise  from 
the  repugnance  of  ffentlemen  to  making  the  Cniied 
Slates  dealers  in  slaves.  On  this  point  he  would 
ask  a  single  question :  How  are  we  to  enforce  ^ 
single  penalty  of  this  law  without  consenting  to 
become  dealers  in  slavesT  We  bare  Blready  af- 
fixed a  penalty  of  910,000,  of  $5,000,  and  of  «500 
to  certam  acts.,  How  are  these  to  be  executed  but 


persoDft]  property  t    Without  this  power,  there- 
fore, we  might  not  be  able  to  recover  a  aingle 

The  question  was  then  pui,  and  the  House  di- 
vided on  the  Committee  rising — yeas41,nays  46. 

Mr.  Cook  hoped  the  ameadmaoi  of  the  gentle- 
man from  New  Jersey  would  not  prevail,  the  ob- 
ject of  which  would  be  to  let  loose  a  set  of  ban- 
ditti, in  hostility  to  the  whole  counthr ;  and  if  the 
amendment  wtf^intfOfhlced  he  dia  not  believe 
it  coiiid  be  Carried  itito  effect.  Whether  some 
other  regulstioa  might  not  be  inlrodnped, 
another  qaestion.  At  present  he  shoalJ  give  his 
hearty  negative  to  the  amendment. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment, which  was  disagreed  to,  only  nineteen  mem- 
bers rising  in  its  fWvor. 

Mr.  BKDiNeEB  moved  to  strike  out  (he  fbllow- 
ingwordsin  the  firBtseCtioD,aftertbeword"  color," 
"with  intent  to  Iteepi  sell,  or  diiposp  of  saeh  t)egro, 
mulatto,  or  person  of  color,  as  a  slave."  Mr.  B. 
said  his'  object  was  to  prohibit  persons  of  cotui 
from  being  brought  into  the  United  States,'  on 


matter  what  the  inieniion  was,  with  which  they 
were  introduced.  Should  thi;  amendment  h« 
agreed  lo,  his  view  was  [o  offer  aooiher,  imposing 
a  pepalty  of  one  t|iousaad  dollars  fur  erery  per- 
son thus  Imported. 

Mr.  Macoh  said  he  had  no  objection  to  makioj 
the  law  as  strong  as  possible,  but  when  thissubjeet 
was  before  under  consideration,  some  objectioa 
had  h^en  made  to  a  like  provision  then  proposed; 
and  it  was  observed,  that  vessels  trading  to  the 
East  Indies  were  fret^ueotly  compelled  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  aMistaoce  of  persons  of  color. 
He  did  not  wish  to  throw  any  impediment  in  the 
way  ofa  fair  trade,  although  if  such  a  provistoa 
were  not  objected  to  by  mercantile  men,  Qe  should 
have  jio  objection  to  ii  whatever. 

Mr.  BEniNQEHsaidhehad  been  induced  lomake 
the  motion,  from  fatal  experience.  The  laws  of 
the  State  he  represented,  required  persons  imro- 
duetng  slaves,  to  take  an  oath  that  ibey  did  not 
intend  to  sell  them,  and  yet  they  often  did  sett 
them;  and  when  told  that  in  doing  so  they  had 
violated  the  law,  ihey  had  replied,  that  tbay  did 
not  originally  intend  it,  hut  were  driven  to  it  bj 
their  neeessjtiei. 

Mr.  £iBLv  had  Do  objection  to  nukiiw  this 
[provision  as  extensive  as  gentlemen  couliTwiiih, 
and  to  agreeing  to  a  proper  BDiendment,  after  it 
had  been  coi|templated  in  all  its  hearings  on  the 
other  parts  of  the  bill ;  he  wished  to  know,  if  suoh 
ao  amendment  should  be  made,  whether  Melit' 
meHi,'or  any  person  of  color,  could  come  to  the 
United  State*.  He  doubled  whether  any  of  iha 
Barbary  Powers  would,  under  such  a  provision, 
be  permitted  lo  send  ao  'Ambassador.,  For  hia 
own  part  he  should 'have  do  objection  to  thu.  a* 
he  did  not  wish  to  >,ee  here  any  more  Mellimellia. 

Mr.  Alston'  said  he  was  in  favor  of  such  aa 
amendment,  as  without  it  the  bill  wOuld  not  ba 
efficacious.  The  objection  of  the  genileman  from 
Gkorgia  did  not  apply.  The  description  of  per- 
'sons  referred  to  as  proper  to  be  excepted,  could  not 
be  said  lo  be  imported,  a  term  whose  QieaaiDg 
only  embraced  those  who  were  brought  in  by 
others.  If  the  bill  should  be  permitted  to  remain 
in  its  present  shape,  he  would  ask  how  the  inteU' 
tion  of  an  impoiie'r  was  to  be  ascerteined,  and 
whether  ifoath  were  made,  that  it  was  the  inten- 
tion not  to  sell  them  or  treat  them  as  slaves,  tha 
revenue  officers  would  Dot  be  obliged  to  admitthe 
ifflporiation?  He  therefore  thought  »ome  such  pro- 
vision as  bad  been  mentioned  necessary  j  but  wbe- 
ther  this  was  ihepreciae  od«,  be  was  Dot  at  preaent 
prepared  to  say  ;,  he  thought  it  best  for  tlie  Com- 
mittee to  rise. 

Mr:  EiBLT  thought  someslteration  in  the  word- 
ing of  the  seeiion  highly  necessary.  He  believed 
it  might  be  so  allerea  as  to  guard  oot.only  against 
the  apprehended  eiril,  hut  likewise  against  one  sliU 
greater  than  the  bringing  slaves  into  the  Souibera 
country.  He  alludea  to  the  introduction  of  per- 
sons of  color  from  the  West  India  islands,  wb? 
under  the  exisiinglaws  were  tioi  considered  slaves. 
To  afford  an  opportunity  to  mature  some  such 
amendment  be  moved  that  the  Committee  should 


dbyGoo^le 


179 


mSTORT  OF  CONGRESS. 


180 


H.  OF  R, 


Impartution  vf  ISavta. 


DsoBHBM,  IS06. 


Hr.  Elt  raid  ihere  was  another  c    

which  readered  it  necessary  for  the  Commiiii^e  to 
Tise ;  there  was  aooiher  evil  which  requirfd  cure. 
Accordiog  lo  two  of  ihe  srctbas  of  (he  bill.lhe  car- 
go was  (a  be  forfeiied,  if  it  should  be  brought  into 
B  State  where  there  was  no  slavery.  What  would 
the  effect  be  there  ?  Ii  would  be  a  ^uesiioa  whe- 
ther they  would  be  thereby  manumiited?  They 
were  as  liable  to  be  braugbt  iuto  Ma^isacbiiEettii, 
where  slaTcry  was  ool  nermiiied,  as  into  aoy 
other  State;  aad^fsold  id  Magsacbuaelts  he  wished 
to  know  whit  effect  would  ensue  7  If  ihey  were 
kbout  to  adopt  a  syscem  of  slarery  iothat  Slate, 
he  hoped  neither  the  gealletneD  fcotn  ibe  North  or 
the  South  would  be  in  faVor  of  ihe  provision,  as 
it  would  be  in  direct  eontraveniioa  of  one  oi  the 
principles  of  her  constitution.  For' this  reason, 
among  others,  he  thougbi  the  subject  required  se- 
riou*  consideratioD,  and  that  it  was  advisable  for 
the  Committee  to  rise,  that  the  bill  might  go  lo  a 
Klect  committee  for  further  inreetigatioo. 

The  qucstioo  was  then  taken  od  tbe  ristngf  of 
the  Cororoitiee,  which  was  carried  withouta  difi- 
aion  and  leave  granted  ihem  by  (he.  House  lo  sit 
■gain. 

'    Thdhbdat,  DeeeiUber  IS. 
Another  member,  to  wit :  AHDRewGnEaOj  from 
PeDtisylvBDia,  appeared,  and  took  his  Mat  in  the' 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stanton, 

Ratdved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
lay  before  iMs  House  k  Btatemeni  of  the  direct 
laxj  speeifyiDg  the  quotas  assigned  lo  each  States 
ana  the  arrears,  if  any,  of'the  individual  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Crowninbhielik 

RtM^vtd,  That  the  Committee' of^  Commerce 
and  Manutactnres  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  tbe 
expediency  of  erecting  buoys  and  beacons  on  or 
ne^r  ihe  rocks  and  shoals  in  the  passages  leading 
10  Salem  harbor,  in  the  Slate  of  Maasachuseils. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dawboh, 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Robert  Peter  and 
others  proprietors  of  squares  and  tots  id  the  City 
of  Washington,  presented  to  this  House  on  tbe 
fourteenih  of  March  last,  be  referred  to  Mr.  DaW' 
SON,  Mr.  MAQBuaER,  and  Mr.  Van  Rensselaeb; 
to  examine  and  report  their  opinion  thereupon,  to 
the  House. 

Mr.  HoLHEB,  frqm  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred,  on  (he  fifth  instant,  the 
petition  ofBenjamlnSadler,  made  a  report  there- 
on i  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Dabbt,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  eighth  instant  presented  ■  bill  (o  iocorporaie 
the Trus(eeE of  the  Baptist  Church,  in  ihe.City  of 
Wasbinirtan  ;  which  was  read  twice  and  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution 
of  the  Senate  appoiotiog  a  committee,  jointly, 
with  a  committee  to  be  appointed  aa  tbe  part  of 
the  House  ofRepreseoiatives,  for  (he  purposes' 
preaseil  in  the  "Act  making  a  further  spptopi 
tion  for  the  sappoit  of  a  Lihrary ." 


Setoteed.  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  tke 
mid  rebolution  ;  and  that  Mr.  Josbi^  Ci.Ar,  Mr. 
Thomab  M.  Rahdolph,  and  Mr.  Dana,  be  ap- 
poialtrd  a  committee  on  their  part. 
On  motion  uf  Mr.  Jbrbhiah  Morrow. 
Baoltitd,  TbattbeCummiKeeon  PublieLands 
be  dir«aled  toJaquire  io(o  the  expediency  of  mak* 
ing  farther  provision  for  the  sale  of  the  sectioii* 
here(ufore  reserved  for  (he  futoxe   disposition  of 
Cujigress ;  and  that  they  report  by  bill,  or  other- 
Mr.  DAWSOH,from  tbe  committee  appoinied,cn 
the  third  instant,  on  so  much  of  the  Message  of 
Ihe  President  of  the  United  States  as  relates  "to 
arevisioD  and  amendmf  ni  of  the  laws  for  (he  pan- 
ikhmrnt  of  crimes. BAaitis(  tbe  UnitedSiatei."  pre- 
sented, in  part,  a  hililo  provide  for  the  poniaWent 
.of  certain  crimes   against    the   TJoited   States; 
which  wa»  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Cum> 
miitee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Jackbon, 
Retolved,  Thai  the  OommitieeonPublic  E^ndi 
be  directed  'to  inquire  into  the  expediency  .of  re- 
pealing so  much  Of  tbe  act  of  Congress,  of  the 


Virginia  military  warrants  shall  b«  made. 

Mr.  J.  RANnoi.PB,  from  (be  commiitee'to  whom 
was  referred  so  much  of  ihe -Message  of  tbe  Pre- 
sident of  (he  United  States  ai  relates  to  the  inva- 
sion of  our  territory  by  the  troopsiof  S^in,  and  to 
th«  adoption  of  measuresforthe  protection  thereof, 
respect! ulty  recommended  the  following  resolu- 
tions: 

I.  Retolsed,  That  piOTision  ought  to  be  ntadebylMr 
to  fortj^  and  defand  such  podtion  on  the  itimuim, 
below  tbe  city  of  New  Orleans,  m  the  Preddant  of  tM 
United  States  shall  designate  for  Iha  protection  of  tint 
citj;  and  that  farther  provision  .ought  U  be  made  by 
law  for  gnarditig  the  approaehM  to  the  same  fiom  tlis 
east. 

3.  JicMlKit  That  the  Fieiident  of  tbe  United  States 
be  authorised  lo  accept  of  any  company  or  compauiM 
of  toluDteen,  eitber  of  srtillery,  cavalry,  or  intaaXtj, 
tf  ho  ma;  auocaate  and  oflbr  themselves  for  the  service, 

(not  exceeding thoaaand  oxn.)  who  shall  be  clothed 

and  hmiished  with  horses  at  then  own  expense,  and 
annad,  and  atherwbe  equipped  at  the  eipense  of  tks 
United  Slates,  except  sucli  of  them  as  may  chooas  to 
Aimish  their  own  arms,  and  whose  commisnoDed  oil- 
can shall  b«  appointed  by  the  remctive  State  and  Ter- 
ritorisl  BDthoritiea ;  irtio  shall  be  uaUe  lo  ba  called  npoa 
to  do  military  duty  at  any  tiaae  the  Praeident  Nkall 

judge  proper,  within years  altet  be  diall  accept  the 

same ;  and  when  called  into  aetiul  aerTiee  and  wbiU 
remaitiing  in  tbe  same  diall  be  under  the. saiiM  mlw 
■nd  regulations,  and  be  entitled  lo  Ihe  same  pay,  la- 
tions,  forage,  and  allowiQce  for  clothing,  with  Iha  i^ 
utsi  troops  of  the  United  States. 

his  report,  together  wi 
docDDMnts,  were  teferied  ti 
whole  House  to-morrow. 

IMPORTATION  OF  SLATES. 

Tbe  House  anin  resolved  ilaelf  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  prohibitiog  tbe 
importation  of  alares. 
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Afieri  Tew  ceraarks,  f^om  different  geollemeD, 
on  the  HnieDdment  or'Mr.  BEDrHSGH,  and  a  like 
proTJnon,  >uggpit(ed  by  Mr.  Earlt,  which  he 
Mid  be  would  offer  in  case  the  fgnnpr  hhoutd  be 
negatived,  the  qvesLiim  wa>  lalten  on  Mr.  BediR' 
air's  imeDdmeni,  which  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Eablt  said, Che  Ibarih  section  required  oae 
or  two  itnall  Kmendmenis.  He  accordioelj  mov- 
ed to  add,  after  the  word  "color"  "  ualess  pre- 
vionsly  aold,  Qoder  a  seDieDee  of  condpinnatioo, 
bjr  ■  court  having  coropcifDl  juriadiciipn."'  As 
tkeUII  stood, there  might  become  doubt,  whether 
tbe  forreitore  woiild  not  attach  to  a  »ale  snW- 
qatfX  10  titat  conseqUeDt  on  coDdemtratioa.  -  , 

Mr.  BiDWZLLtaid,  incase  the  Commil  tee  should 
dingree  to.  thiH  amendment,  he  -would  more  to 
•tribe  out  that  part  of  the  section  which  declared 
tiui  persons  of  color,  Imported  into  ihe  United 
Sntei,  should  be  furfelied. 

Tbe  d«baie  that  endued  turned  urincipaliy  on 
the  ezpcdieDcjr  of  agreeing  to  this  amendEQent, 
which  wvs  supported  by  Mr.  Bidhbli.,  and  op- 
posed by  Mr.  Easlt.    ' 

Mr.  BiDWBLL  observed,  that  there  were  strong 
objections  against  the  forfeiiure  of  persons  of  color 
imparted  intn  tbe  United  Biates.-  As  tbe  bill 
atood,  1  he-forfeiture  was  t6  be  followed  by  a  sale 
af  these  persoTfs,  as  property,  as  slaves.    Oa  this 

Esint  there  was  a  ^reat  diversity  in  the  Jaws  acnl 
abitsof  the  respective. States;  to  avoid  an  ioter' 
forenee  with  whiehjii  appeared  to  hjm  most  ad- 
Tisable  to  do  away  the  tbrreiiure,  leaving  their 
disposiiion  to  the  provisions  of  the  laws  of  the 
Mvet«l  States.  If  ibis  part  of  the  section  should 
be  struck  oat,  those  laws  would  operate  on  this 
poinu' 

There  would,  he  said,  be  a  serious  difficulty 
kdoMiog  the  principle  of  forfeiture  aceomjjRnied 
with  a  sale.  In  some  of  Ihe  Siatfs,  the  idea  of 
■ucb  a  i[Mcies  of  property  was  excluded  by  their 
«onstitQtioDS ;  in  ihoee  Slates  there  coiild  be  DO 
■tich  ifaiog  Bsa  slave.  It  was  trufe,  that  tbe  con 
stitutioDs  and  laws  of  such  Stales  did  not  go  ibi 
length  of  interfering  with,  the  laws  of  other 
Suies.  where  slarery  was  permitted.  If  fugitive 
from  them  sought  an  asylum  in  the  State  o?  Mai 
sachusetts.  for  instance,  they  were  faithfully  re- 
stored, n  ode  r  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States.  Neither  did  the  laws  of  Mas- 
■achusetts  interfere  with  travdlers  pacing  through 
it  with  slaves ;  but  so  far  as  it  respected  persons 
coming  to  reside  in  [he  State,  they  were  manu- 


mitted, as  a  matter  of  course;  He  believed  that 
no  contract  for  their  sale  within  the  State  would 
be  of  any  vllidiiy ;  nor  did  he  believe  any  power 
had  been  given  to  the  United  Slates  to  render 
SDeh  sale  valid^  If  there  were  such  a  power,  its' 
tendency  would  be  to  introduce  into  tnat  State 
persons  contrary  to  its  laws.  If  such  a  sale  were 
Talid,  it  would  interfere  with  those  laws;  and  if 
not  valid,  it  would  be  a  perfect  nullity,  and  the 
provision  be  thus  altogether  Snoperaiive.  It  was 
admitted  that  there  was  nd  probability  of  such  an 
imporiaiiou  into  States  wbere  slavery  was  not 
allowed  )  yef  such  a  thin^  might  take  place,  and 
Congress,  ought  not  to  legislate  nndet  the  Idea 


that  it  would  not  take  place.  Mr.  B.  said,  he 
also  felt  repognant  to  this  provision,  because  it 
gave  to  theUoited  Sutes  tbe  price  of  this  species 

if  plQader;  and  carried  it  ioto  tbe  public  Tress- 
iry— thus  substituting  the  Uniied  States  in  the 
ilace  of  the  first  owners.  His  wish  was,  that  the 
Jnited  States  should  themselves  decline  giving 
their'legal  sanction  to  any  such  sale,  by  leaving 
ibe  business  altogether  to  the  several  State  au- 
thorities. This  difficulty  might  be  entirely  avoid- 
ed by  striking  out  the  forfeiture  of  persons,  con- 
'fining  the  penalty  to  a  forfeiture  of  tbe  ships,  and 
imposing  a  fine  on  the  owners.  If  this  part  of 
the  bill  should  be  struck  out,  other  measures  of 
preventiaif,  in  case  they  should  be  thanght  oeces- 
jj,  might  be  provided. 

Mr.EsRLTotwerved  that  this  motion  could  only. 
!  viewed  as  aii  old  thing  offered  in  a  new  shape, 
intended  to  have  the  same  effect  as  tbe  motion 
offered  tbe  preceding  day  deClariog  persons  of 
color' imported  into  the  tJntied  Sutes  free.  He 
thought  it  betrayed  great  inconsistency.  Those 
who  advocated  it  bad  yesterday  supported  on 
amendment  which,  by  declaring  all  such  persons 
-free,,went  directly  to  interfere  with  tbe  laws  of 
Sates  where  slavery  was  perraitled ;  to-day  they 
gravely  maintained  the  inexpediency  of  aavsucn 
iQiEfference  whatever.  The  great  difficulty  in- 
sisteS  upon  was.  tbaC  the  operation  of  this  law  in 
States  where  sUvery  was  not  permitted  would 
contravene  the  existing  laws  by  forfeiting  the  im- 
ported slaves. .  But  this  difficuKy  bad  no  solidity 
m  it — it  was  altogether  ideal,  as  from  the  nature 
of  things  (hecaseOf  an  importation  iD  such  States 
could  not  occur  [  at  all  events,  it  was  among  the 
most  improbable  events  in  nature.  It  coala  not, 
therefore,  be  conceived  that  tbe  present  ooposition 
to  this  provision  of  the  bill  was  foundeo  on  the 
avowed  ground ;  It  must  be  botthmed  on  some 
other.  As  to  the  assumption  tbhi  it  would  be  an 
infraction  of  principle  on  the  part  of  the  Uniied 
States  to  be  coooemed  in  any  act  which  would 
involve  a  transfer  of  this  description  of  persons, 
how  did  gentlemen  who  felt  these  scruples  recon- 
cile tbeir  objections  with  the  act  imposing  a  direct 
le  collection  of  which  slaves  were  con- 
sidered as  property,  and  were  sold  for  its  satisfac- 
tion in  cases  of  default  1  How  could  they  get 
the  difficulty  which  arose  from  the  execution 
of  laws  imposing  fines  and  penalties  iu  the  South- 
em  Slate»,under  «hich  slaves  were  sold  as  prop- 
erty? If,  it  were*  still  said  that  this  was  a  viola- 
tion of  principle,  it  must  be  allowed  that  it  was  a 
riolation  which  had  been  practised  from  the  in- 
fancy of  the  Government. 

Mr.  E.  concluded  by  observing  that  he  had  no 
objectioii  so  to  modiff  the  bill  as  to  get  over  this 
ideal  objection,  to  do  which  he  had  pennod  an 
amendment,  the  purport  o(  which  'was  so  to  alter 
the  bill  as  to  provide  that  the  owner  and  master 
of  ships  in  which   slaves   should  be  imported 

should  each  pay dolUrs,  and  that  such  ships 

should  be  forfeited  in  States  not  permiiiiiig  th- 

On  agreeing  to  this  amendment,  the  House  di- 
Tidtd— yeas  ra,  nays  42. 
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Mr.  BiowELLmoTedto  strike  out  all  tb&Ipartof 
tbe  Tourih  section  vhicb  related  to  the  forfeiture 
of  DPgroes.^ 
Mr.  EiKLV  asked,  what  substitute  wasiocended. 
'  Mr.  BiDWELL  replied,  that  be  should  move  that 
the  Committee  rise,  and  thai  the  bill  be  rei 

Mr.  Q,DiNcy,  of  Massachusetts, — I  am  opposed 
to  the  motioD  of  my  colteasue,  (Mr.BiowELL,)  to 
Btrike  out  the  forfeiture.  The  United  States  ought 
lo  retain  the  coutrol  of  ihemi  What  is  Id  be  done 
with  them, isaoothergoestioD.  Bat  for  the  United 
States  to  direst  the  old  owners  of  their  rifiht,  and 
provide  no  means  for  their  protection  afterwards, 
appears  to  me  cruel  and  dangerous.  Thef  are 
helpless,  ignorant  of  our  laws,  and  of  our  language 
and  maniters.  How  are  they  to  be  supported'? 
'  If  imported  into  the  South,  thev  will  be.  fJaves: 
If  iato  the  North,  vagabonds.  My  ooUeague ought 
to  show  what  is  to  be  done  with  tbcm.  I  am  not 
prepared  with  a  plan,  bat  I  should  suppose  that 
they  misht  be  disposed  of  in  service,  in  such  Stale* 
as  would  admit  them,at  the  discretion  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasory.  If  forfeited  to  the  United 
States,  we  oanj  by  a  general  provision,  do  what 
we  please  with  them.  And  I  have  no  doubt  tliat 
what  we  do  will  be  both  prudent  and  humane. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams.— I  agree  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts,  who  spoke  fa^t,  thai 
the  ameodment  ought  not  to  he  adopted.  It  ii 
ineambem  on  the  gentleman  who  introduced  it, 
Mr.  BiawELL.)  to  tell  us  what  is  to  be  done  with 


Z 


e(rroes,if  they  are  not  tobeforfeiied.  I  say, 
B  duty  to  inform  us  how  they  at"  '"  ' "  " 
posed  of.    Qive  up  tbe  idea  of  forfei 


w  they  are  to  be  dii 
of  forfeiture,  and  I 
challenge  the  gentleman  lo  invent  Gnes,  penaltii 
or  punishments  of  any  sort,  stifficient  to  restra.- 
the  slave  trade.  The  same  identical  persons  will 
break  this  law  who  have  broken  the  act  of  1794. 
And  who  are  these  persons  T  They  are  the  een- 
tleman's  own  couatrymeo  ;  they  are  tbe  people  of 
Rhode  Island,  who  are  concerned  in  this  business. 
Yon  cannot  stop  tbe  trade  by  penalties.  I  bate 
myself  seen  a  ship  of  more  than  three  hundred 
tons,  the  George  Washington,  sold  for  five  dollars. 
Nobody  would  bid.  The  gentleman  over  the  wa; 
ahakes  his  head ;  h^  acknowledges  tbe  truth  of  my 
remirks  on  his  countrymen. 

You  have  got,  gentlemen,  into  a  great  difficulty. 
You  are  completely  hobbled.  It  is  so  bad  that 
you  cannot  go  on,  and  you  must  stick  where  you 
are.  Let  me  ask,  what  is  the  usual  conduct  of 
Legislatures  on  local  subjects?  Do  they  not  in- 
qutre  of  those  wbo  are  inTormedl  Are  they  not 
guided  by  thoae  who  are  competent  to  judgel 

The  senilemen  from  the  South,  who  noderttand 
this  Bubiect,  tell  you  how  this  business  must  be 
done.  But  tbe  gentlemen  over  the  way  seem 
aosious  now,  as  on  a  former  occasion,  to  draw  a 
revenue  from  tbe  blood  and  sweat  of  the  miserable 
Africans.  I  will  not  say  that  this  is  their  motive, 
but  iheir  conduct  certainly  justiSes  a  susnieion, 
that  their  object  is  to  pass  strch  a  lawas  will  coo- 
live  at  tbe  continuance  of  the  trade,  for  the  emot- 
nme HIS  of  their  coostiiuenia. 

Mr.  BiDVBUL  knewnothing  of  tbe  New  KngUnd 


men  being  eoncerned  in  this  trade.  He  lived  in 
the  interior  ot'  the  country,  and  bad  little  acquaiai- 
ance  with  mercantile  men.  If  they  were  cob- 
cerned,  be  was  willing  that  they  should  be  pun- 
ished by  fine  and  penalties,  and  to  aoy  extent } 
but  he  vas  still  opposed  to  a  forfeiture  of  the  ne- 
groes generally  bya  lawof  Congresa.  The  State* 
may  determine,  perhaps,  whether  it  shall  bedoab 

Mr.  Q,ijiNcr,  of  Massachusetts. — I  think  I  now 
uodeisiaiid  the  plao  of  my  colleaEue,  (Mr.  Bia- 
WELL,}  aud  I  like  it  less  than  beJure.  It  is  "U 
leave  them  to  tbe  operation  of  tbe  laws  of  the  r»> 
spectiya  States."  This  is  only  another  form  of 
expression  of  leaving  them  to  be  slaves.  It  is 
leaving  the  title  of  these  persons  according  to  the 
laws  of  the  Sute  into  which  they  are  imported. 
Is  the  gentleman  sure  this  will  not  be  an  encout- 
ageroentl  It  certainly  will  be,  if  the  imporiei 
can  find  means  to  evade  the  penalty  of  tbe  act; 
for  there  he  has  all  the  advantage  of  a  market  en- 
hanced by.our  ioeSeciudI  attempt  to  prohibit.  If 
be  telies  upon  the  penalty,  I  hare  no  doubt  it  will 
be  evaded.  Persons  without  lespwtsibility  will 
be  made  captains  of  these  ships,  or  other  meani 
devised  to  escape  tbe  penalty,  and  as  his  properly 
is,  by  this  amendment,  secured  totheawner,gKat 
prouts  will  result  from  the  traffic. 

Mr.  Sloan,  of  New  Jersey. — I  am  opptmi  to 
the  ameudment  which  the  gentleman  from  Qeor- 

fia  (Mr.  Eabls)  is  anxious  to  introduce  into  the 
ill.  I  shall  bee  leave  to  drop  a  few  sentimeoia 
on  this  subject  that  will  go  to  the  general  issue. 
I  shall  say  nothing  6f  tbe  moraliiy  or  immorality 
of  these,  m  the  condition  of  this' traffic.  None  but 
the  Southern  ventleinen  have  touched  on  tbU 
point.  I  hope  that  all  of  us  are  disposed  to  make 
this  law  effectual,  and  I  trust  that  such  an  ever* 
luting  aligma  will  not  be  left  on  Congress,  as  it 
must  be,if  weleare  tbesepoorci —  "     " 


rop  a  few  words  on  the  subject  of  yea- 
terday'sdebate,respec(iDg  the  forfeiture  of  oegroea. 
The  gentlemBO  from  C&c^gia  (Mr.  Eablt)  aXf 
tempted  lo  terrify  tbe  Committee,  by  making  a 
dreadful  picture  ^f  the  people's  rising  en  ituum. 
But  I  hope  Congress  will  not  leave  the  poor  and 
needy,  the  dumb  and  the  lame,  and  those  who 
cannot  plead  their  own  cause,  in  the  miaerable 
condition  gentlemen  have  described. 

Mr.  Kelly,  of  Pennsylvania,  would  not  vote 
for  tbe  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts,  (Mr.  Bi dwell  ]  uotil  he  knew  what  was 
to  be  substituted.  Sesiaea,  if  the  amendment  pro- 
vailed,  it  would^iaterfere  With  the  second  sectioK 
of  tbe  bill,  and  that  mu"t  also  be  struck  out. 

Mr.  Albtom  spoke  a  few  words. 

Mr.  Eably. — I  did  suppose  that  the  United 
States  would  pass  a  law  themselves,  as  soon  as 
they  had  the  power,  to  prohibit  tbe  slave  trade 
effectually.  But  the  gentleman  from  Masaachti- 
setts  (Mr.  Bihwbli.)  proposes  that  Congress  shall 
relinquish  all  the.credii  of  this  measure,  and  re- 
sign It  up  to  the  States.  This,  I  hope  and  tnnl, 
Congress  will  never  agree  to. 

Iftheamendnaentprevails,  I  tellyou  (hatilarw 
will  continue  lo  be  imported  a*  heteiofttre.    I  teJl 
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(be  geutlemaD  from  Massacbasetis,  what  every 
miD  io  the  BoatherD  Btaies  knows  already,  that 
■Iftres  will  continue  to  be  imported,  uoless  you 
forfeit  thera.  You  cannot  gel  hold  of  the  ships 
employed  iti  this  traffic.  Besides,  slaves  will  ie 
broneht  into  Georgia  from  East  Florida.  They 
will  Be  brougbl  into  the  Mississippi  Territory  from 
the  bay  of  Mobile.  You  cannot  inSict  any  other 
peaahy.  or  devise  any  other  adequate  means  of 
prerention,  tban  a  Iprfeitare  of  the  Africans  in 
whose  pouession  they  may  be  found  after  im- 
pOTittioa.  I  tell  you  this  ia  the  only  effectual 
method.  - 1  iiU))lore  Congress  to  loot:  seriously  on 
this  labjecl.  I  implore  them,  if  they  doaoythiB|;, 
to  past  a  law  which  will  not  dis^ce  themselves. 

Mr.  PiTKiM,  of  Counesiieut.— Mr.  Cbairman,  I 
rite,  sii,for  the  purpose  of  making  a  motion,  which, 
I  tnist,  will- supersede  the  oQe  now  before  tbcCom- 
miitee.  It  is,  ihat'ihe  Committee  shouFd  rise,  aad 
that  the  bill  before  them  be  referred  lo  a  select 
eommitiee.  Under  this  motion,  I  presume  it  will 
be  in  order  to  slate  my  reasons,  generatljr,  without 
being'  confined  lo  the  question  of  amending  the 
toatih  aeciioa  of  the  hjlf.whrcb  is  now  before  the 
Committee. 

In  my  apprehensioiL  sir,  there  are  material  de- 
fects, not  only  in  the  fourth  section,  but  in  Other 
parts  of  this  biU,  and  that  amendments  can  be 
made  irifh  greater  convenience  and  with  more 
correctness  in  a  select  committee,  than  '~  *'" 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

As  ao  amendment  to  the  fourth  section  has 
been  moved,  I  shall  beg  the  indulgence  of  the 
Committee,  while  I,  in  the  first  place,  slate  ray 
objections  to  this  part  of  the  bill.  Tnis  section 
provides: 

"That  if  BI15  negro,  moUtto,  or  ftnoa  of  color,,  the 
importation  or  bringias  of  whom  ii.  by  this  act  prohil>- 
itad,  ilull,  titer  the  SIstday  of  December,' albrraud,  be 
bond  within  the  Dniled  States,  or  the  territorial  there- 
of emy  aach  negro,  mulatto,  or  peiaon  of  color,  shall 

As  the  persons  thus'broaght  into  the  country 
contrary  to  law,  are  to  be  "  forfeited,"  they  are  to 
be  (iroeeeded  with,  as  appears,  by  a  sabsequent 
■ection  of  Ibe  bill,  "in  the  manner  prescribed  by 
the  act,  entitled  "An  act  10  regnkle  the  collec- 
tion of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage." 

What,  sir,  is  Ibis  process?  -They  are  to  be 
•etaed  by  ibe  revenue  officers  as  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  imported  contrary  lolaw.  They  are 
to  be  lioelled  in  the  federal  courts,  are  to  be  con- 


demned, and  then  sold  lo  the  highest  bidder  by  1 
officer  of  the  court  at  public  auction,  and  onebi 


of  the  arails,  at  le«&i,  is  lo  be  paid  into  the  Trea- 
•oiff  ofthe  United  Stales.  This,  sir,  is  a  propo- 
sition, this  is  a  mode  of  procee'ding  against  those 
penbnt,  to  which  I  cannot  bring  my  mind  to  con- 
sent, unless  absolute  necettUy  should  require  it. 
What,  sir,  shall  we,  in  a  law  made  for  the  express 
ptirpose  of  preventiog  the  slave  trade,  declare  that 
these  onforiuoate  blacks,  brought  into  this  conn- 
trf,  not  only  against  their  own  will,  but  against 
the  eipress  provisions  of  the  law  itself,  shall  be 
•cAA  OS  stares  for  the  benefit  of  the  United  Stales, 
ud  the  price  of  their  slavery  be  lodged  in  the  pub- 


lic coffers  7  1  trust  not,  sir ;  I  believe  some  other 
mode  taay  be  devised  to  prevent  the  slave  trade. 
While  1  am  unwilling  to  give  my  assent  to  this 
ide  of  disposing  of  them,  I  am  free  to  confesa 
that  I  feel  the  force  of  the  remarks  made  by  the 
SouthetD  eenilameQ,  that,  unless  some  care  should 
be  taken  01  them  after  they  are  landed,  the  prop- 
erty, and  perhaps  the  tiyes  of  those  who  live  m 
States  where  slavery  is  permitted,  would  be  inw- 
cure.  And  here,  sir,  I  would  suggest,  whether, 
in  (tead.  of  selling  those  unfortilnate  beiogsas  slaves, 

Sro vision  rai^bt  not  he  made,  that  they  should  be 
isposed  of  lor  a  term  of  years ;  say  seven,  eight 
or  ten  years,  until  they  should  be  able  to  sup- 
port themselves,  and  at  the  end  of  the  term  they 
shoul3  be  free.  If  Congress  have  power  to  pro* 
hibit  their  importatioD,  they  certainly  have  power 
to  say,  that  the  importer  shall  have  no  right  01 
claim  whatever  in  them ;  and  also  to  declare  what 
ihall  he  their  state  and  condition  when  imported. 
Indeed,  sir.  Congress  have  already  determiiied 
Ibis  principle  in  May,  1800.  They  passed  an  act, 
in  addition  lo  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  prohibit 
thecarrying  on  tbe  slave  trade  from  lh«  United 
States,  with  any  foreign  place  or  country." 

By  the  fourth  section  of  ibis  act,  the  commis- 
sioned vessels  of  the  United  States  are  authorized 
to  seize  and  take  any  vessel  employed  in  carrying 
on  the  slave  trade  with  foreign  countries,  and  in 
the  same  section  it  is  declared,*"  that  all  persons 
'  interested  io  such  vessels,  &c- shall  be  precluded 
'  from  all  right  or  claim  to  the  slaveq  found  ou 
'  hoard  such  vessel,  and  from  all  damages  or  reiri- 
'  bution,  on  account  thereof."  And,  I  would  here 
ask,  whether  it  is  not  our  diity  to  protect  and  take 
care  of,  these  unfortunata  wretches,  who  may 
be  thiis  landed  op  our  shores,  destitute  of  every 
means,  either  of  protection  or  supporti  For  the 
latter  clause  of  the  fourth  section  of  this  bill  is  as 
follows:  "And  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  be 
'  concerned  in  buying  or  selling  such  negro,  dtc, 
'  every  person  so  concerned,  shall  forfeit  and  pay 
'  five  hundred  dollars  for  each  negro  so  bought  or 
'  sold."  Thus  situated,  they  must  either  starve  to 
death,  or  steal  for  a  subsistence. 

And  here  I  cannot  bat  remark,  the  inconaist- 
ency  of  the  clauses  in  the  fourth  seation.  By  the 
first  elauK,  the  negroes,  &c.,  are  to  be  forfeited, 
and,  of  course,  lobe  sold  at  public  auction  i  and  in 
another  clause,  both  those  who  sell  and  tbo&e  who 
buy  them,  are  subject  to  a  penalty  of  five  hundred 
dollars. 

But,  air,  the  great  objectof  the  bill  is  to  prevent 
the  importation  of  slaves.  Let  ns,'  in  Ibe  next 
place,  allend  lo  the  piovislona  in  this  hill,  wbich 
are  inieaded  to  etiect  this  object    The  second 


d^  of  Dwembn  abreaaid,  bvild,  eqvip,  fit,  load,  or  in 
any  wim  prepare,  or  sbaB  engafe  or  be  concerned  in 
piMiiring,  &C.,  any  ship  or  vmhI,  in  any  port  or  plaoe 
vriUkin  the  jurudiction  or  limiti  of  the  United  Stalest 
for  the  purpoaa  of  emid^ing  each  ship  or  vessel  in  im- 
porting any  negro,  sc.,  eveiy  inch  person  vhall  forfeit 
__i  —    •--    ^jjj  i^dt  ship  or  veassl,  ahsU  be  tat- 


nd  pay,  t 
m.t«i."^ 
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The  penalliei  and  forfeitures  in  thia  KctioQ  are 
lin^ited  and  realricled  tolety  to  TeateU  prepared, 
filled,  &C,  "in  any  port  or  place  within  the Juris- 
dictiooal  liihiu  of  toe  OOTeromont  of  the  United 
Stales,"  How  easy  will  it  be  lo  evade  tbe  pen- 
alty of  this  Kciton,  br  prffmring  or  fit  tine  vessels 
ID  a  foreign  port  or  place  1  And,  sir,  if  toe  state- 
ment, iast  nowmade,  bythehoDOrabte  geatleraaa 
from  North  CarolioMMr.  Alstoit,)  be  correct, 
it  will  not  be  mote  diffleult  to  avoid  the  penalties 
and  forfcitures  of  the  third  aeclioa.  That  gentle- 
miD  hat  stated  that  it  would  be  very  easy  for  a 
vessel,  in  the  course  of  an  hour  or  two,  lo  land  a 
cargo  of  negroes  oa  some  one  of  the  Dumeroas 
ulands  along  the  Somhern  cout,  and  be  off.  If  so, 
this  part  of  the  hilt  muit  be  very  ineffioieut,  in- 
deed.   It  says : 

•'  That,  if  any  ship  or  veuel,  Uden  in  wbot«  or  in 
pait,with  perxnuithe  importation  oi  bringing  of  vabom 
u,  1^  this  act,  prohibited,  sh^I,  alter  tbe  Slat  day  of 
Decembar,  aibrMsld,  Ix  found  in  any  mei,  pprt,  or  bay, 
or  hvbor,  withia  the  United  Blatei,  or  the  tenilories 
tbaraof^  or  anywhare  on  the  high  aoaa,  within  the  juria- 
dietknal  huita  of  tha  Government  of  the  United  Btates, 
aoah  ahlp  or  veaael,  tag«dtei  wiA  hei  cargo,  Sac~,  ahalj 
be  forfeited,  and  IllB  o^niat  and  maater,  dec.,  forfeit  and 
P«y^— doUam." 


penalty,  unleu  she  is  actually  found  within  tbe 
jurisdictional  limits  of  tbe  Oovernment  of  the 
United  Stales.  And  here  a  very  serious  ^uestiou 
may  arise,  how  far.  on  tbe  high  seas,  tbe  jurisdic- 
tional limits  of  our  Government  extend ;  on  this 
subject  Ibereis  a  diversity  of  opinion.  Some  con- 
lend  that  it  extends  but  a  marine  league,  or  three 
miles  from  the  shores,  bi  the  ehores  tun ;  others, 
three  miles  beyoitd  a  line  drawn  from  headlana 
to  headland;  others  extend  it.  ttill  further — the 

Siestion  is  not  yet  finally  settled  In  this  coantry. 
ut,  sir,  would  It  not  be  easy  for  a,  vessel  to  un- 
lade her  eargo  by  the  means  of  ligfatersand  boats. 
St  a  place  clearly  beyond  our  Jurisdictional  limits  T 
In  which  ease,  she  would  not  be  liable  to  a  for- 
feiture. In  addilion  to  this,  tbe  vessel  mast  not 
only  be  "found"  within  our  limits,  but  she  must 
be  "  found  laden  in  whole  or  in  part,  with  penooa, 
the  importation  or  bringing  of  whom  is  by  this 
act  prohibited;"  otbeHwise  the  forfeiture  ts  not 
incurred,  nor  can  any  penalty  be  exacted  from  the 
owner  or  master.  Thas,  sir,  for  aught  that  is  con- 
tained in  Ibis  section,  a  vessel  may  unload  Just 
within  our  limits,  and  afterwards  enter  our  ports 
in  aafety,  or  she  ean  come  within  our  limits,  and 
if  she  can  onload  her  cargo  before  she  is  found  or 
Mized,  she  will  escape  the  forfvilare.  These  two 
aectioQs,  and  the  second  and  third,  contain  all  the 
penal  clauses  in  the  bill;  and  I  would  submit  it 
to  tbe  ctnsidera^B  of  the  Committee,  whether  it 
will  not  be  neceuary  to  add  aome  further  clauses 
more  highly  penal,  if  we  really  intend  lo  pro- 
hibit Ibis  infamoua  traffic.  Perhaps  we  may  insert 
Mmeof  tbe  provisions  contained  in  the  present 
laws  against  the  slai'e  trade,  between  the  United 
Butea  and  foreign  countries:  That  tbe  owner  or 
master  of  every  vessel  cleaiing  for  the  coast  of 


Africa,  or  suspected  to  be  intended  for  tbe  slave 
trade,  shall  give  bond,  that  do  slave  shall  be  taken 
on  board  of  his  vessel,  to  be  transported  to  thia 
country ;  and  Drovide,  likewise,  that  the  owner 
or  master  should  forfeitand  puy  a  certain  sum  for 
every  slave  he  should  pat  on  board.  1  would  so 
further,  and  say,  that  every  person  who  should 
land  a  slave  on  our  shores,  should  not  onlf  forfeit 
all  his  property,  but  should  suffer  the  pupishment 
of  imprisonmenl. 

For  these  reason^  sir,  1  hope  the  Commiltes 
will  rise,  and  that  the  business  will  be  referred  lo 

Mr.  Eaki,t.— In  answer  lo  the  geatlemao  from 
Connecticut,  I  will  ackoowlpd^e  that  there  is  an 
inconiistencv  in  this  bill.  But  it  seems  very  woa- 
derful  that  the  gentleman  has  at  last  found  it  out. 
I  offered  an  amendment,  a  short  lime  sinoe,  in  or- 
der to  obviate  this  incuDiisieney ;  but,  naless  I 
am  much  mistaken,  that  very  ^utlenao  voied 
sgaiost  il. 

In  the  name  of  all  the  frieqds  of  diix  bill,  I  offer 
my  most  grateful  ackoowledgroenis  to  the  gentle- 
man  for  proving,  in  the  most  iaconiesiable  man- 
ner, the  absolute  necessity  of  that  very  provision 
in  the  bill  which  he  opposes.  He  has  shown, 
most  undeniably,  that'vou  must  forfeit  the  negroe^ 
that  yoU  caoDot  possibly  get  at  the  vessel  or  the 
eaptaio,  looperate  on  them.  In  the  oameof  com- 
mon sense,  1  ask  you,  then,  what  can  you  find  lo 
operate  on,  but  the  negroes  imparted?  and  yet, 
with  these  truths  staring  them  in  the  face, gentle- 
men are  opposed  to  tbe  measure.  I  wish  thegen- 
ileiqan  irom  Connectieul,  from  the  imtueoaity  of 
the  resources  which  he  has  displayed  on  this  aub- 
iecL  would  tell  us  what,  beside  the  negroes,  cut 
De  found  for  tbe  law  to  operate  upoo. 

I  am  willing  that  the  Committee  rise,  but  not 
for  the  purpoiie  mentiotked.  The  gentleman  movca 
you  to  rise,  and  refer  the  bill  tea  select  committee; 
and  fur  what  1  To  determine,  the  principle  of  the,. 
bill ;  not  lo  specify  tbe  detail.  What  can  the  *•• 
lect  committee  report?  Uolesa  inettvciions  an 
given  them,  they  must  report  the  same  bill,  and 
then  you  will  be  just  where  you  are  now. 

Mr.  BiDWELL  thought  it  was  premature  to  lefer 
the  subject  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  PiTjtM  — I  beg  leave,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  ex- 
plain myself.  I  am  soiry  I  was  so  unforlunate  na 
to  be  misuDderalood  by  ihe  honorable  geatleman 
from  Oeorgia,  (Mr.  Eabi-v.)  He  has  staled  that 
the  objections  wliicb  I  made  on  the  fourth  section 
of  the  bill,  were  inconsistent  with  the  vote  I  gave 
on  tbe  amendment  to  tbe  same  section,  wbicli  ho 
had  proposed;  and  thal,'in  case  his  amendment 
had  been  adopted,  tbe  difficulties  which  I  had 
mentioned  would  have  been  removed.  1  trust, 
sir,  I  shall  be  able  to  satisfy  the  Committee,  that 
nosuchiucoosisieneycaD  be  imputed  tome.  What 
was  ibe  amendment  proposed  ?  It  was,  in  sub- 
stance, that  the  negroes,  "if  they  bad  nut  been 
condemned  before  by  a  court  having  Jurisdiction 
of  the  same,"  should  be  forfeited.  I  voted  against 
the  amendment,  because  I  conceived  it  wholly  un- 
necessary, as  no  one  would  suppone  ihev  could  bo 
condemned  twice;  and,  also,  because  1  was  op- 
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posed  lo  tbat  part  of  the  seclioa  which  was  pro- 
poud  lo  be  ameBded.  But  how  this  amendmeDt, 
if  ftdopud,  woulU  hsv«  obriated  my  objeeiiofls  lo 
the  ioeoDiiatencT  of  the  two  elaoses  in  Ihit  tec 
tioa,udiffiei)lt  foTnietooDiiuiTt.  IfiheameDd 
meat  bad  bean  adopted,  the  negroea  were  to  Ik 
forfeited,  oaen  al  leaai,  and  of  coutw  to  be  aold  ; 
bnt,  by  tae  last  dame,  an  sm  could  either  boy  or 
■eU,  without  being  liable  to  a^eav.y  penalty. 

Aa  to  this  Mclidir  in  eeDeral,  I  did  say,  what  I 
again  repeat,  sir,  that  unleaB  absolutely  necessary, 
I  nerer  would  conaeDi  that  those  unfortooaie 
blaeka  ahoald  be  sold  at  aiictioa,~by  the  failed 
Siace^  io  the  taiDe  manner  hi  tbey  would  sell  a 
bale  of  goods. 

The  gentleman  from  Qeorgia  h&slikewise  said, 
that  I  have  proved,  conclusively,  that  the  section 
must  be  retained,  and  the  nesroes  inurt  be  sold, 
because  I  have  declared,  that  lie  other  parti  of  the 
bill  are  instifficient  to  prevent  the  importatioo  of 
slaves.  I  leave  the  Committee  to  judge  wbeiber 
this  is  a  just  inference.  I  have  eodeavored  lo 
ntisfy.the  Coiiamitiee  that  the  second  and  third 
•ections  of  the  bill  are  so  limited  ia  iheii  provis- 
ions, that  the  penalties  may  be  so  easily  evaded, 
iliat  the  object  intended  by  the  taw,  wul  not  be 
eofoTced. 

But.  air,  if  I  have  succeeded  in  ihia,  if  t  have 
piovea  tbe  inefficieflcf  of  the  present  ifiU  io.Ad-' 
iwei  the  important  object  we  have  io  riew,  tbat  i^ 
to  prevent  the  imporlatioaof  .ibe  pco^e  of*  color 
into  the  United  Siates,does  it  follow,  that  we.must 
retain  &  aection,  which  saya,  that  the  importer  shall 
not  make  sis vesof  them,  out  that  the  Uoiied  States 
will  make  ilaraa  of  tbem  tbemselTeel  I  should 
suppose  that  the  j«st  inference  vould  be,  that  we 
ought  to  ioMTt  cIVuMa  which  would  b«  more  HB- 
eieni,  and  that,  for  this,  purpoaa,  the  bill  ouglit  to 
be  refeirad  to  a  Mleoi  commiiteo.    , 

Ibe  qaMiioo  bein;;  lakeo  oa  the  CmnBitlee't 
rising,  it  was  cariied— ayes  78. 

Hr.  PiTKiK  hoped  tbey  wonld  not  hare  leave  to 
ntagua. 

Hr.  Sloan.— Hot witfastaadiof  the  very  high 
Tcepeet  I  entertain  for  the  gentleroan  wbo  report- 
ed this  bill,  I  think  it  is  easier  ^o  make  an  entire 
Dew  one.  than  to  nnderiake  to  amend  this,  so  tbat 
it  will  answer. 

The  question  bang  taken  on  the  Committee 
having  leave  to  sit  .again,  it  was  io%t — ayea  46, 
noesS7. 

The  bill  was  then  recommitted  to  a  committee 
of  uveo,  eonsistine  of  Messrs.  Hablt,  T.M.  Ran- 
Dou>a,  Ebllt,  ^  Campbbli.,  Egnaii,  Cookb, 
and  Van  RiHSELLaEB. 

Hr.  Smilib  invited  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  tbe  iotrodaction  of  a  new  principle  ioio' the 
bill — a  principle  which,  in  bis  opinion,  iovolved 
tbe  repDiatiuo  of  the  country.  In  looking  over 
the  bill,  he  bad  been  strode  with .  (LurprUs  'n  ^°'^ 
no  penalty  attached  lo  one  of  the  highest  crimes 
man  could  commit.  He  believed  there  was  nota 
Slate  in  the  Union  tbat  did  not  inflict  the  pun- 
ishmeat  of  death  on  wilful  mtirder.    A  captain 


of  a  ship  engaged  in  this  traffic  was  guilty  of 
murder. 

Mr.  S.  said  he  was  well  aware  of  the  proptiety 
of  proporiioning  punisbmeaii  lo  crimes.  Id  this 
instance,  he  thought,  by  annexing  death  to  the 
perpeira^on  of  this  crime  this  proportion  would 
not  be  violaied.  He  did  also  believe  that  the  peo- 
ple of  tbe  United  States  viewed  the  lubjeer  intbe 
same  light  Hewas  certain  thoseoftbe  Slatein 
which  he  lived  did.  Under  this  impression,  he 
would  offer  for  the  consideration  of  the  select  com- 
mittee a  new  section,  prescribiog  that  if  any  per- 
son should  take  any  negro  or  mulatto,  without 
their  consent,  with  an  intent  to  sell  them  at  slaves, 
and  transport  them  into  any  place  within  the  ju- 
risdiction of  the  United  States,  they  should  be 
considered  ■*  guilty  of  felony,  and  on  being  con- 
victed, suffer  death. 

Tb«.  SivAKaa  observed  that  it  was  not  at  ptaa- 
ent  io  order  to  receive  ihia  motion,  unless  in  the 
shape  of  an  iDsiruetion  to  tbccoinmittee  to  whom 
the  bill  had  been  recommiiied. 

Mr,  Smilii  said,  as  the  boor  was  late,  he  woatd 
withdraw  the  mniinn  for  the  present,  and  lakeoc- 
oasioa  to  renew  it  on  a  future  day. 

FaiDAT,  December  19. 

Another  member,  to  wit :  Abrah  Taioa,  from 
Virgioia,  appeared,  and  took  bisseat  iniheHopse. 

Mr.  Bovn,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  presented  a  bill  to  revive  and  cootiiiue  in 
force,  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  tbe 
refucees  from  the  EriiiiJi  Provinces  of  Canada 
and  NovaScolia ;"  which  was  read  twiceand  com' 
mitted  to  a  Committee  of  tbe  Whole  on  Momlaf'  . 
next. 

Mr.  Babi.t,  from  the  cbinmitt^  lo  whom  was 
yesterday  recommitted  tbe  bill  to  prohibit  the  im^ 
(Kitiattoa  or  bringing  of  slavee  into  tbe  United 
SiaiM,  Of  ibe  Territories  thereof;  after  the  thirly- 
flrai  day  of  Dceesaber,  one  tbuuaaad  eight  faai»* 


cbnMniited   to  a  Comtaiiiee  of  the  Whole  en 
Monday  next. 

The  House  resolved  itself  intoa  Comraittse  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  change  the  name  of  the 
district  of  Nanjemoy  to  tbat  of  St.  Mary;  and, 
after  some  lime  spent  therein  the  Committee  rose 
and  bad  leave  to  sit  again. 

REFINBD  ^PGAS.     . 

iSr.  CaowmNBBMLiL  fmo  tbe  Comnittaa  of 
ComBieroe  and  MaaanetBres,  made  a  repert  on 
(be  pelitiona  of  smdry  iahfabilants  of  Philadelphia 
and  Baltimore,  praying  for  a  drawback  of  duties 
on  refined  sugar  exported. 

The  report  states  that  the  subject  was  fully  ex- 
amined by  tbe  committee  in  tbe  last  Congress,  to 
which  report  tbey  refer  for  their  reasons  against 
granliog  tbe  prayer  of  tbe  petitions,  coDctudiog 
with  a  resoluliiiD,  declaring  it  inexpedient  to 
grant  the  prayer  of  the  pell tioners.— Referred  lo 
a  Commiitee  of  the  Whole  on  Tuesday. 

Mr.  CaowMUiaHiELp  then  moved  the  folio vipg 
resotutiitn: 
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RtMohtd,  Tlul  it  ii  «<pettieDt  to  redura  tke  datiw 
Ml  foreign  rollDad  lugkr  uid  ragu  cvidj.  from  and 

■ftsr  the day  of neit,  tad  that  aU  reitrictibn 

at  pretent  iinpoMid  on  the  importatioD  and  aipgrtatian 
if  reGngd  BDgar  M  remavad^ 

Mr.  CRownmaaiELD  remarked  that  the  <lutiet 
t(  present  paid  on  tbe  ioipottaiioa  of  ihew  arti- 
clea  were  exceedtaglf  high,  aod  operated  as  « 
monopuly  to  dontesiic  sugar  refiners.  He  wai 
opptHed  to  auf  such  tDouopolf,  and  to  such  exot- 
bilant  duties.  Hii  object  waa  to  call  the  aiteo' 
tionof  tbe  House  to.  the  subject— fot  wbicb  pur- 
pmehe  luoTed  the  refereaee  of  hii  resoluiion  tc 
tbe  same  committee  with  ibat  to  which  tl)e  re- 

En  had  been   referred,  in   which  matiop   tlie^ 
)UM  coDCurred. 

CONTESTED  ELECTlONa 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bidwbll  (be  eoDsideraiiiin 
of  the  fail)  "  to  revive  and  make  permaaeDt  ao  act 
to  prescribe  the  mode  of  taking  evidence  in  cnsea 
of  conteated  elections  for  members  of  the  House 
oT  Representatives  of  the  Dnited  States,  and  to 
eomptl  the  alieDdaoce  of  witnesses,  and  in  addi- 
tion to  the  same,", was  resumed  in  Committee 
.  gf  the  Whole. 

Mr.  J.  Clat  offered  two  new  seciions^  id  cod- 
formitv  with  the  intimation  made  bjr  him  when 
the  bill  waa  before  uoder  contideratiun,  the  pur- 
port of  which  was —  ' 

Sao.  3.  Jnrfieit,^riibrnuiefc^  That  if,  on  due  ex- 
amination made  according  to  the  proTinani  of  this  act, 
and  of  the  act  herebj  revived  and  made  permaoBnl,  it 
shall  be  prnven  lo  the  satisfaction  of  the  magistrate  be- 
twB  whom  tbe  eismioation  shall  have  been  bad,  that 
■t  an  alsctiini  by  ballot  for  any  member  or  memben  of 
the  HouM  of  EepreseiitaliTes,  any  penon  or  penons 
Aall  have  voted  who  may  not  at  tbe  time  of  sacfa  eleo- 
tion  be  legally  entitled  to  vote,Uiepemonor  perMnaw 
kavfaig  vMsd  shall  be  examined  upon  oath  or  affinnatiDn 
lottcUnt  thaeandidete  «r  candidate*  for  whom  {key  may 
have  voted.  And  (be  said  ma§iatjale  ritall  have  like 
powan  to  emnfaioa  andoompeliiMh  penon  wpenoniao 
•OliBf  ai  afbtaaaid,  to  aUend,  as  al«  pnnUad  by  tbe  ad 
nvtved  and  made  pemanantbgr  this  aC^  and  nnderllke 
Msaltiea,  and  with  like  allowancM  for  sHandance  and 
bavallfn|  at  odiar  ivitneaaas.  And  U  ihall  be  the  doty 
ofthaaud  magiabateto  rednea  the  eiannnalioD  of  th« 
penan  or  persona  so  illegallj  voting,  to  writing ;  and 
la  tranmit  it,  duly  certified  witb  the  other  teatimonj 
hNching  tbe  caM,  to  tbe  Clark  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
waaalatjvffs  of  (he  United  Sute*,  for  tbe  time  bring. 
And  tfsnr  andi  peisoD,  or  any  odwr  witneea,  eommoned 
Id  .attMd  as  afaasaid,  Ad 


"Sao.  4.  Aad  be  Ufiirtiur  enacted.  That  no  testi- 
■ony  or  examination,  taken  inpureuance  of  any  of  tbe 
pmvinoDs  of  this  ac^  or  of  tbe  act  revived  aoo  m»de 

rmanent  by  thia  act,  shall  ever  be  given  aa  evidence 
any  court  of  law  or  equity,  in  auppori  of  any  ac 
lion  of  debt,  damage,  or  trespass,  or  in  any  criminal 
prowcntion  against  an;  person  or  persons  so  eismined, 
•icepting  in  BClioDs  of  debt  for  the  recovery  of  fines 
and  panslliea  impoaed  by  this  and  the  sforesaid  set." 
Oa  these  piOTUiona  n  defante  of  some  length 


arose.  Bdeasrs.  J.  Cuat,  Euuot,  Smilib,  and 
FiKOLGT,  supported,  and  Messrs,  Vabnon,  Bid- 
wEUi^  and  Sloan,  opposed  the  nouudmenta. 

By  (be  former  gentlemen  it  was  obaerved,  that 
the  provisions  subtnilted  were  offered  for  the 
purpose  of  preserving  sacred  the  right  of  election  { 
(bat,  under  (he  existmg  proTisiona  of  law,  i*  waa 
frequently  necessary,  in  the  case  of  i  number  of 
bad  Totea  beCag  givcit,  either  lo  confine  the  n- 
turns,  where  ibere  was  great  appearance  of  fraud, 
Or  to  set.  aside  the  election  aito^tber  and  order  a 
newone.  This  was « great giievaaca  i&alloadlv 
called  fur  redrees,  if  gny  means  could  be  devised 
for  affording  it.  It  was  added  (bat  a  similar  pro- 
vision had  been  adopted  in  tbe  Slate  of  Pennsyl' 
vania,  and  had  been  carried  into  effect  without 
incoDrraience ;  nod  that  even  if  it  should  be  ac 
koowledged  thai  Jt  would  be  attended  with 
some  ioconvenienceB,  it  did  not  follow  that  it  wai 
not  freer  from  objection  iban  any  other  provision 
which  could  be  derised. 

On  tbe  other  band  it  was  contended,  that  the 
right  of  ballot  was  justly  considered  sacred,  and 
that  whatever  Ifnded  to  impair  it  ought  to  be 
resisted ;  that,  in  this  instance,  although  nom- 
inally the  power  given  to  the  masislrate  only  ap< 
plied  to  persons  not  legally  quaPified  (o  vote,  it 
virtnally  gave  him  the  ngbt  of  determiiung 
who  were  or  were  not  so  qualified.  Co  this  point 
the  megisiratB  was  liable  to  raisjadgment,  and 
might  CDnseq^nently  compel  a  qualified  voter  to  de- 
clare for  whom  he  vuted,  and  thus  deatrov  tbe 
saoredneBS  of  the  ballot.  ■  Norwas  it  nnchari- 
table  to  suppose,  that  in  addition  to  the  mislakea 
of  tbe  magistrate,  party  spirit  might  in  some  In- 
stances  carry  him  beyond  the  bounds  of  proprietf . 
It  was  besides  a  strong  objection  to  the  propoMd 

SrovitioB,  that  it  made  the  issue  of  an  election 
epend  on  tbe  oaths  of  persons  who  had  previ- 
ously committed  a  fraud  by  giving  illegal  votea. 

After  this  discussion  i^e  Commiilee,  without 
coming  to  any  decision,  roaa  and  uked  leaTO  tn 
sit  again,  which  was  refused,  and  the  bill  rec(«D- 
miited  to  Messrs.  Bidwsll,  Haijiit,  8mitb  of 
Feonsylvanis,  Smith  of  Virginia,  PiTKiH,R>N8i,- 
aoM,  and  McFablahd. 

MoRDAT,  December  S3. 

The,  SpBAKin  informed  the  House  that  he  bad 
receivM  a  letter,  addressed  lo  the  House,  from 
Isaac  Williams,  a  deranged  man,  and  the  same 
nmon  who  had  eommanieated  an  addrew  to  tbe 
House  at  the  last  leasion,  on  which  no  order  .was 
uken. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MinnAnco  Wiu-tAlia, 

Received,  Thai  a  commitlee  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  (he  expediency  of  estenaing  the  power 
□f  granting  injunclioos  to  (he  judges  of  the  dis- 
trict courts  of  the  United  Slates;  and  thai  they 
have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  olherwisejand  a 
committee  was  appoioted,  ef  Mr.  MARMAonna 
WiLLiAMB.Mr.  Jacebon.  Mr.  Ellib,  Mr.  Sam d- 
FORD,  Mr.  Mabtehb,  Mr.  Eeli.y,  and  Mr.  Fibk. 

Mr.  Tan  Cortla mot,  presented  lo  the  House  a 
petition  of  the  President  Directota,  and  Companir 
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oftbe  Highlud  TRropike,  in  th»  Slats  of  New 
Yoik.  vbich  Wm  receired  lad  trad,  praf  iog  tfae 
aid  of  Consress  to  enable  ihfl  uid  eompaity  io 
complete  tae  tutDpike  toad  Jtom  KiQcsbrid^& 
OB  the  east  side  of  Hudson  riTer,  acrose  ue  Higb^ 
lands  to  tbe  citf  of  Uudsoa,  in  the  Mid  State  of 
New  York.— Befeired  to  Mr.  Van  Cobtlamdt, 
Mr.  SouTBAaOfMr.  VUmuii,  Mr,  TRi<Ki,andMr. 
Rbba,  of  T«Daess«e  j  to  ezamiiK  and  report  their 
opinion  thereupon  to  the  Uouw.  . 

The  House  leaolTed  itself  into  a.  Commilte*  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  tupplunentatf  to  the  act, 
eniiiled  "An  act  TeguUtiag  tae  ^aais  appropria- 
ted for  the  refugees  from  tint  Bntiah  proTinee*  of 
Canada  and  No7a  Scotia;"  aad,afl^  aone  time 
spent  therein  the  Committee  rose,  and  had  leaTe 
to  lit  again. 

Oniered.  That  the  repretentatioD  of  Qeprce 
Qilpio,  and  Wiltiam  H.  Doner,  Judges  of  tbe 
Orphans'  Cuurt  of  the  counties  of  Aleiandria  and 
Wasbingioa,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  pre- 
sented to  this  House  on  the  ssTeotb  of  Jantiarr, 
1804.  be  teferred  to  Mr.  Joati  Rahdolfb,  Mr. 
CoTiMQTOK,  and  Mr.  Portbr)  to  exvmine  and 
report  theii  opinion  thereapon  iq  the  Boose. 
MAIL  CONTRACTS. 

The  SpEAKEa'  laid  before  the  House  a  leUor,  di- 
NCted  to  them]  from  Cbarles  Bruce,  representing 
that  the  Posimaaier  General  had  giren  a  contract 
to  another  persoti  for  a  hig-lier  snca  than  ibat  bid 
by  him,  ana  implicating  a  member  oftbe  House 
in  the  transactioii.' 

Some  conversation  ensued  or  the  dicpoeition  of 
these  papers 

Mr.  Kllibt  was  of  opinion'  thai,  considering 
their  nature  and  the  mode  of  presentation,  no  no- 
tice ought  to  be  taken  of  them. 

Mr.  Alstor  said  he  had  seen  Brnce  in  North 
Carolina,  who  was  there  using  lanoinage  similar, 
to  that  eontained  in  the  tetter.  Wbpn  he  came 
to  this  place  he  had  made  inquiry  on  tbe  subject, 
of  tbe  proper  offioei,  «ad  had  learned  thai  Brnce 
had  prcvioasir  been  «  contractor,  and  bad  failed 
in  several  contracts— and  that  it  was  for-this  rea- 
son Uwt  his  propOMls  bad  not  been  acoepted. 

Mt.EABLT  called  fbrthe'reading  of  the. docn- 
ments,  from  which  it  would  appear  that  one  of 
Brnee's  own  sons,  who  bad  been  a  contractor,-  had 
robbed  the  nuil.  Mr.  E.  added  that  he  knew  this 
to  be  a  fact,  and  tbat  the  man  was  n^injaii 
snfierinx  for  the  crime. 

Mr.  BiDWBLL  moved  that  the  communication 
should  be  referred  U  the  Post  Office  Committee. 

Mr.  D.  R.^WiLLiAMBoiiposed  the  motion,  which 
wu  lost  without  a  division,  No  further  order 
was  taken  □■  theaubjeei.' 

EXPLORATION  OT  WESTERN  WATBSa 

Mr.  Albtoi*,  from  the  Committee  to  wbom  wis 
referred  so  ronch  of  the  Message  of  the  President 
oftbe  United  States  as  relates  to  the  farther  ez- 
jdoring  of  the  western  waters,  made  the  following 


has,  by  Msssrs.  Lswis  tod  Clarka.  been  tracud  nearly 
lo  its  source ;  the  Mississippi,  bj  Lienlenuit  Pike,  to 
itssonrcei  uidihe  Red  River,  by  Mr.  Prsemsn,  sbont 
six  hiui4Ted  miles  bota  iti^nondi,  neulj  ss  far  as  the 
French  seltlemeiits  ei tended. 

The  impocUat  earrejs  mtde  b;  Messrs,  Lewis,  ClsAe, 
snd  Freemui,  tn  sdditjon  to  those  before  asde,  Airniih 
msterisli  for  connaencitig  an  sccnrsle  map  of  the  Mis- 
■issippi  and  its  weatern  waters;  some  principal  livers, 
howeTu,  remain  still  ts  be  eipiored.  The  lidgea  oi 
mountains  iiom  which  the  ■oarcesoftbessmefaqprinff, 
B  great  measure  fbrm  the  exteiior  boundary  of  the 
ml;  acquired  tenitonr  of  tbe  United  States  en  the 
.  Bst  side  of  the  Misnssippi.  It  therefore  makes  it  the 
more  important  that  the  worii  commenced  of  ex[teinK 
shCnld  be  eairied  on  and  finally 


Thatcs 


rideraUe  infornu 


n  hla  already  been  da- 


»)deted. 


eomntittse,  dtareioTe,  Teeommend  the  adoptim 
of  Ifaa  IbUawins  nsolatian : 

,    Saohtd,  That  the  snm  of  9 bs  snnoany  tp- 

piopriated  for  the  term  of years,  fiu.tbapaipoaa  of 

eniUing  the  President  of,  the  United  States  fhrtber  to 
explore  the  western  watan  of  the  United  States. 

Referred  to  a  Committee  of  tbe. whole  Hotise 
on  Thursday  obzt. 

DEFENCE'  OF  NEW  YORK  HARBOR. 
Ir.  Clinton,  of  New  Yoik,  presented  several 

Kilitioi;s  from  tbe  inha^tants  of  New  York,  pray- 
g  tbat  the  city  may  be  adequately  fortified. 
^OTE. — These  petitions  were  alike, b^og signed 
only  by  different  petitioners.] 

Mr.  Clihtok  moved  that  thejr  be  printed.    On 

viding  the  House,  tbe  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  'Thoiias,  of  New  York,  called  for  the  read- 
ing of  the  petition*.    As  the  House  had  decided 
that  they  should  not  be  nrioted,  it  was, proper  the 
menbcTs  ritould  hear  tnem  reaa.    This  motion 
as  carried. 

The  Clerk  had  read  a  few  aentenees  only,  whea 
Ur.  Tbomab  called  for  order.  There  was  so  much 
noise  and  disturbance  in  the  House,  he  could  not 
hear  the  CleA  read.  Tbe  Bpeaksr  having  le- 
stoied  order,  the  Clerk  finished  tit*  reading  of  the 
petitions. 

Mr-  VABiit;H,of  Ma^sBohtuettSjToae-la  inquire 
by  whom  the  petitions  were  signed,  whether  by 
the  Corporation  of  New.  York,  or  hy  individnala. 

The  Speakbh  replied,  that  they  were  signed  by 
)4idividuals  only. 

Mr.  Vabmdm  then  ^oved  that  the  petitions  be 
prinlisd,  in  order  t^t  the  public  might  know 
who  were:  the  persons  Utat  had  signed  tbe  pe- 

-  Tbe  Sfsaker  observed,  that  a  motion  for  print- 
ing the  petitions  was  not  in  order,  as  tbe  House  had 
already  decided  that  question.  It  might,  however, 
be  done,  if  amotion  to  reconsider  that  vote  should 
be  made. and  carried. 

Mr.'VABHDM  then  moved  to  reconsider  the  vole 
already  paued.  It  being  earned— «yes  63,  noes 
43,  Mi.  V.  then- renewed  his  motion  for  priniing, 
whieh  was  seconded  by  Mr.  ftnincy,  who  re- 
marked that'he,  understood  the  motion  to  be  that 
tbe  names  of  all  the  signers  be  printed. 

Mr.  Shilib,  of  Pennsylvania,  believed  that  tueh 
a  thing  had  nevei  been  done  before. 
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Mr.  Dana,  of  CoonecHcui,  called  Tor  a  dirisron 
trf  the  queattoD. 

Mr.  CbowhuishiBld  Jaqoired,  if  the  signerii 
*ere  nomeroas.  If  they  were,  the  priniios  would 
be  PXpeDsiTe. 

The  Speaker  replied,  that  they  were  Very  nu- 
meroui. 

Mr.  SuiLiB  thought,  if  the  House  ngreed  to 
prioting  [he  namei,  the  precedent  would  be  very 

Mr,  BiDWBLL,  of  Ma«iichuMtta,  expressed  his 
•ptnion  Id  bror  of  printing. 

Mr.  Dana  objected  to  prlttting  the  names.  The 
•^eet  of  the  memorial  is  of  general  impOTtaooe ;. 
and  ir  the  Taeis  stated  are  ipoc;  and  ihe  ar^ments 
Bolid,  it  makeo  no  difierence  whether  there  sra  few. 
•T  msny  petitioQera. 

Mr.  ^DiHCY  eoncarred  in  lentjmMit  with  the 
gmileman  from  Con  nee  tic  at.  If,  tliereforv,  the 
original  matioo,  inbluded  Ibe  names,  he  woald 
Wish  not  lobe  nnderstaod  as' seconding  it.  He 
would  withdraw. 

Mr.  Eluot,  of  Vermont,  hoped  the  names 
would  be  printrd.'  He  wished  that  the  name  of 
every  man  in  the  Uoioa,  who  is  willitiff  to-defend 
biscDUQtry  in  this  alarming  orisis,  coufd  be  print- 
ed. He  wished  iLat  tbe  yeas  and  nay^,  Oa  the 
question  of  defence,  could  be 'taken  tbtongbont 
the  serenieea  Stntes. 

Mr.  Gheoo,  of  Pennsylffania.-^Accqrdinglolhe. 
motion  of  the  genttemin  from  Vennonr  erery 
Ban's  oaihe  in  the  Union  must  be  printed,  as  all 
■re  willing  and  ready  to  defend  their  country 
when  necessary.  He  bad  no  oljectioti  but  the 
expense,  though  it  was  eoairary  lo  the  vnjal  mode 
of  (loi'nii  busiijea*. 

Mr.  TaoHAa  was  against  priMJog^ he  names. 
Ft^w  of  the  subacriben  were  kaoWtt  lo  any  mem- 
fcere  of  ibe  House. 

Tbe  Spcakeb  rose  to  state  the  question,  whel) 
Mr.  Alston,  of  North  Carolina,  began  to  speak. 
The  Speaker  aaid,  he  would  state  the  question, 
if  the  gBnilrman  from- North  Carolina  would  per- 
mit bim.  He  understood  the  motion  to  be,  that 
the  petition,  with  the  names  of  the  subscribers,  be 
printed. 

Mr.  Alston  nndeitrtnod  the  question  differently 
ftnm  the  Speaker.  He  concurred  in  sentiment 
with  tbe  genilemsn  from  PennsyUania,  (Mr. 
Orbuo,)  in  the  impropriety  of  printing. 

Mr.  Smilie  understood  the  motion  to  be,  that 
IhepetiiioDbepiinled  without  the  names,  and  that 
tbe  amendment  proposed  was  to  print  the  names 
also. 

The  SpeAffEit  declared  himself  willing  to  be 
corrected,  if  he  had  miaiaken  the  motion. 

Mr,  Tabhdm  said,  he  mnved  ffcr  the  printing  of 
the  petiiiuns  generally.  That  motion  would  not 
comprehend  tbeoamee.  This  was  hid  riew  of  the 
subject. 

Mr.  Q,DiNCY  understood  his  col  I  en  gue  otherwise. 
He  (Mr.  Varndm)  had  certainly  said  that  be 
wished  the  pelitioa  printed,  in  order  that  the  pub- 
lio  might  know  who  had  signed  them. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williahb  inquired  if  the  motion  to 
print  the  names  was  wiibtlrawa.    If  it  was,  he 


would  renew  it.  He  wished  all  the  informatioa 
on  the  suhjeol  be  could  ubtain,  and  fur  chat  resstn, 
he  wished  the  names  oT  the  petitioners  published. 
The  printing  of  the  petition  eonld  finrninh  no  new 
informatian,  for  it  nsd  been  already  printed  all 
over  the  continent  before  it  was  presented  to  Con* 

fress.  Thi«  Mr.  W.  thought  Very  unfair  and  in- 
ecorotis^  in  the  petitioners-  He  concluded,  by 
moving  that  the  mbtiun  be  amended  aoaitocom- 
prehend  the  printing  of  the  names. 

Mr.  VarIiiiu  agreed  that  his  eolleigae  (Mt. 
Q,uii(nT)  haif  correctly  statedfais  observations. 
He  had,  indeed,  ezpresaed  a  wish  thai  it  might  be 
^nown  who  were  las  ^liiioners. 

Mr.  Dana  was  opp^ised  to  printii^  the  nainei, 
but  was  solicitous  that  the  petitioitmight1)epriol< 
ed.  It  would  be  convenient  for  the  member*  to 
hare  it  ira  their  desks' to  refer  to.  Mr.  D,  con- 
eeiTed  that  the  petitioners  did  not  deserve  tlie 
imputation  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
(Mr.  D.'R.  ^ILLiAMa.)  Tbe  petitions  had  been 
distribtrted  in  at)  the  wards  of  New  York  for  sign- 
ers, and  the  publlcatioo  of  them  could  not  be 
prevented. 

The  question  being  taken  on  ^le  amendment 
offered  by  Mr.  D.  R.  VvtLLiAMa,  to  jtrint  the  names 
of  the  petitioners,  it  was  lost — ayes  11.  The  ^uef 
tioo  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  lo  print  the 
petitions,  which  wa;  also  tost— ayea  46,  noes  60. 
MANHATTAN  COMPANT, 

Mr.  CuHTON  prewnteda  neriiion  from  the  Pre- 
sident and  Directors  of  the  Manhattan  Company 
in  New  York.  The  petition  states  tha't  the  law 
which.. directs  that  custonnhouse  bonds  shall  be 
ezclosirely  depositad  in  the  United  States  Bank, 
affects  their  interests  very  iiijuriously  ;  that  the 
motathly  depnsits  at  Pfew.  Yoik  amount,  on  an 
average  to  tS5D,000.  That  the  merchants  deal- 
ing at  tne  Manbatian  bank,  make  in  Manhattan 
notes  large  payl&entson  account  of  custom-bouse 
bonds, into  Ihe  United  Stataa  Bankj  which,  by 
means  of  their  notes,  draws  largely  on  tbe  Man- 
hattan bank  for  specie  i  that,' bv  these  and  similar 
means,  the  United-  State*  Bank  regulate  the  dis- 
count, and  contract  tbe  btlsioes*  ol  all  the  other 
hanking  institutions  ia  the  city.  That  the  rea- 
sons wnieh  once  existed  for  giving  ttao  United 
Slates  Bank'a  preference,  have  since  cvased,  bv 
the  sile  bf  the  public  i>tock.  But  the  stockhold- 
ers in  the  United  Slates  Bank  are  now  almost  en- 
tirely-fore  igoere,  which  circumstance  is  favoiable 
loihe  erection  <k  foreign  influence  in  this  coun- 
try, and  ought  to  excite  alarm. 

Mr.  C  said  that  as  the  subject  related  to  tbe 
rereooe,  he  moved  the  reference  of  the  petition 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  GaowHiNaBiBLO  thought  thai  the  aob- 
ject  had  no  connexion  with  the  reranue.  In  hi* 
opiaion,  howerer,  the  peiitiooeis  slated  very  strong 
reasons  lo  support  of^  their  petition.  They  also 
seem  to  intimate  a  wUh  that  they  should  be  al- 
lowed a  share  in  the  deposits,  which  Mc.C  thought 
no  morethanreasonable.  Heconcluded  by  mor- 
Inr  a  reference  of  ihe  pelitios  to  a  aelect  com- 
mitte*. 
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Mr.  C.  willidrew  his  molioD  thti.tfae  pnition 
be  nftritd  lo  ibe  Cominitlte  of  Waya  and  Means. 

Mr.  — "—  imniFdiately  renpwed  it. 

Mr.  ftniHcv  Was  persoDalljr  indiflVrent  wbelher 
the  petiiioD  was  referred  lo  the  Commiiiee  of 
Wari  aod  Mrans,  buc^  an  the  subject  maoifesTlf 
affFClpd  the  rerrDQe,  it  was  proper  to  refer  it  to 
that  Committee.  It  was  a  qae»tioa  rerf  material 
to  the  TeTPone,  whether  the  custom-hoa»  bootfs 
sboolj  be  deposited  ia  the  United  States  Bank. 
The  coDtrary  suppotition  implies  that  all  banks 
are  nolW  and  secure. 

Mr.  CRowniMaBtELDconceiTad  that  the  ■object 
of  ihepeiltion  had'oo  more  relation  to  th«  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  Bud  Means  than  to  that  of  Com- 
merce bot]  Manofactnres,  or  anr  other  standing 
cominittee  of  the  House.  Its  object  was,  to  pro- 
cure relief  against  an  iaiarioui  monopoly,  pos^ 
■eased  bjr  a  particnlar  hanVing  eofapany.  It  nei- 
ther proposed  to  giteor  take  away  one  shiRiogof 
Ihe  public  money.  TheCommiiteeof  Wavsaod 
Means  were  already  pressed  with  a  gmi  ileal  of 
maiterf  Mr.  C.  did  tiot  wish  to  trouble  the  Hotise- 
with  the  [Jotted  States  Bank,  hot  mbre  than  six- 
teen years  they  had  enjoyed  an  ezclukive  monop- 
oly, which  has  been  Tcrr  injurious  to  all  other 
banking  iosiitntioos,  as  nas  been  very  properly 
detailed  in  tbepetiiiuo.  He  meant  to  propose  a 
idan  for  equalising  ilie  beoeGis  of  the  deposits. 
This  is  B  subject  wni'ch  deeply  interested  ibe  con- 
ilituents  of  "his  colleague,  (Mr.  Q,dikcy.)  The 
merchanif  of  Boston  cannot  procure  any  large- 
«ums  except  from  ib^  United  States  Bank,  which 
controls  all  the  other  banks  in  that  town. 

The  Smakbr  informed  Mr,  Crowminbhiblo 
Ibat  it  was'  improper  to  speak  of  any  gentleman's 
district. 

Mr.  Q,uiitcT  observed,  that  atl  subjects  relating 
la  (be  revenue  properly  belODEed  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Wavs  and  Meads.  7be  present  subjetii 
deeply  itnplicates  the  reveaOe^  because  it  all  de- 
pends upon  being  safely  deposited,  HiscoUeeguB 
teemed  tobaveagreat  fellow-feeliog  for  tbeCom- 
tniltee  of  Ways  and  MCaoa,  and  appeared  to  be 
ansions  Ipst  they  should  be  pressed  with  too  much 
busineMj  but  that  cornmittee  had  sufficient  time 
lu  eoDsider  all  the  business  referred  to  them. 

The  question  being  taken  on  referring  the  peti- 
tion to  the  Commiitee  of  Ways  and  Meaas,  it 
was  lost — ayes  33.  It  was  then  referred  to  a  se- 
lect coflimiUee  of  alne. 


TdbbDat,  December  23. 

Another  member  to  wit:  EnwiN  Qbat,  from 
TijVinia. appeared, and  took  his  iteat  in  the  House. 

The  Spbakeb  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea&ury,eoclosjng  ihi 
report  and  transcripts  of  decixiona  made  bv  ihi 
CumniLaaioners  appointed  to  eiaatibe  ihe  claim: 
to  land  in  the  district  ofVioceanen^ia  conformity 
with  the  several  acts  making  provision  for  the  dis 
posalof  Ihe  public  lands  in  the  Indiana  Territory 
which  were  read,  and  referred  to  the  Commitiei 
OD  the  public  Lands. 

The  SpsaicBB  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 


from  the  Sieretary  of  ihe  Treasuryj  transmitting 

lementofthe  amouot  of  deposits  of  the  pnl? 

loney  ta  ibe  United  States  and  oiber  banks 
for  the  last  three  years;  together  with  a  table 
'  finprhe  balances  in  favor  of  the  United  States, 
remaining  in  the  said  banks,  respectively,  for  that 
period,  distinguishing  the  ainounZ  in  each  year; 
which  were  read,  and  referred  to  the  coromiilea 
appointed  yesterday  on  the  petition  of  the  Presi- 
demand  Directors  of  the  Manhattan  CompasT, 
ofihe  City  of  New  York.     . 

The  following  Message  was  teceivedfrom  tbe 
pHEBinBMT  OF  TBE  Ukitbd  StaTkb  : 
3b  Ue  SauOe  and  Hamm  of 

■  SeprutHtatiati  ef  lAe  Ohiitd  SWei  .• 
T  now  lay  before  yon  (ccounti  oFlIiesuroswhiehhKva 
MB  expended  by  Ihe  United  Statu  on  tha  Capitid, 
the  Preaideot's  Houss,  the  Public  Offices,  the  SttTf 


within  the  City  of  Washington,  aa  requested  by  jont 
molution  of  the  ItftatDth  Instant 

TH.  JEFFBESOK. 

Dacanaa  ta,  ISIM. 

Tbe  Message  was  read,  wad,  together  with  the 
documents  aeeompaayisgthe  saoie,  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

Mr,  DawaoN,  from  the  committte  to  wbnia 
was  referred,  on  the  saventeenth  instant,  the  peti- 
tion of  simdryjablbitams  of  the  eooniies  of  Al- 
exandria and  WashiagtOQ,  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, made  a  report  thereon;  which  wasread, 
and  referred  to  a  Committee  ef  the  Whole  Hoose 
on  Friday  nrai. 

'  Mri  MAaanoER,  fVom  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  seventeenth  Instant,  presented  a  bill  an- 
thoriziog  the  discharge  of  William  Hearn,  fmm 
hl3  imprisoomeot;  which  wtis  read  twice,  and 
cotnmitled  to  i  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Fri- 

Mr.  JoHtt  RiHooLPB,  from  the  Committee  OT 
Ways.and  Means,  presented  a  bill  making  appro* 
priaiinna  for  itie  support  of  the  NaVy  of  the  Uni- 


comuitted  to  a  Ounraillee  of  itbe  Whda  on  Fri- 

Mr.  Joflif  RaRirotPB,  ftnm  the  same  comnH- 
tee,  preseated  a  bill  makingiipprJinriMiohs  for  the 
iupport  of  the  Military  Kdtablirihnient  of  the 
.United  Stain,  for  tbe  year  one  thousand  eight 
htindred  and  seveoj  which  was  read  twice,  uai 
committed  to  a  Committee'  of  the  Whole  oit 
Monday  next. 

NATIONAL  defence: 
Mr.  Elliot  rose  for  the  purpose  of  offering  tbe 
resolutions  of  which  he  had  ^iven  previous  notice. 
He  said  he  should  not  on  Ihis  occasion  avail  him~ 
self  of  the  ordinary  indulgence  of  the  Houie  so 
liberally  accorded  to  members  who  made  long 
epeeches  on  short  resolutions.  If  the  resululiona 
should  he  seconded,  he  would  briefly  slate  their 

general  object,  and  then  move  their  reference  10  a 
ommiiteeoftbeWholeoBlhettateof  iheUoioo, 
and  ifao  reTerred,  be  wtiuld  oit  a  future  day  (for 
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admii  of  it  od  th 
iU9  for  tb«m. 
1  ofieied  ihe  following  resoli 


the  state  of  bis  health  did 
day)  assign  at  leogtb  hi 

Mr,  Elliot  tbi-     "■ 
tions: 

1.  Rttolvtd,  That  it  is  expedient  to  make  proiiaion 
t^  Ian  for  the  fiitthei  anil  qiore  eSectual  protection  of 
ne  commerce,  the  ■eunan,  the  harbors,  the  coasts,  and 
the  frontier!  of  the  United  Slatei. 

9.  Rtaahed,  That,  for  the  great  pnipoMs  of  nation- 
al pTotectiDD  and  defence,  it  ii  eipedient  to  proTJde,  by 
law,  lor  repairing;,  manning,  and  mpporting  in  actual 
■ertiee,  the  whole  of  the  frigatea  and  amaller  lenels  of 
war  bekmsing  to  Iha.Uniteil  BtalM. 

S.  Saoktd,  That  it  i>  eipMient  to  proriiJe,  ^f 
law,  for  defraying  Uie  eipenaea  inddenl  to  baUdLay 
two  new  frigates,  (o  aoppl;  th«  plaoes  ai  the  Philadel- 
phia, which  wai  loat  daring  the  late  war  with  Tripoli, 
and  the  General  Greene,  which  has  heen  condemned 
as  unfit  for  serrice. 

4.  Hai^ved,  That  proviiion  ought  to  be  made,  by 
law,  tor  preparing  two  or  more  naiy  yards,  and  navy 
xraenats,  situated  on  or  near  the  margin  of  the  ocean, 
Ibr  the  reception  of  ships  arid  iBwals  of  war,  and  for 
oOwr  naval  pvrpMaa.  - 

G.  Retohed,  lliat  a  committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
qnire  what  proiiaion  it  may  be  DecesBsiy  to  make,  by 
faw,  in  rdation  to  th*  lootimi,  eatatriishmuit,  end  an- 
peiinteDdcaice  ef  aafy  yarda  and  naval  arsenals,  and 
that  the  said  committee  report  by  bill,  or  odierWiae. 

0.  Saehtd,  Ilut  a  committee  be  appMnted.to  in- 
qaiie  what  further  mcMures  ara  nteeaaaiy  for  the  prO' 
lection  of  American  seaman,  and  for  theb  release  and 
indemnification  when  impreuad  into  fomga  lerrko 

y  the  ofGcera  or  lubjecta  of  foreign  f  owers,  and  that 

ie  aaid  committee  report  by  bill,  or  otllerwiie.  ' 

7,  Rttohed,  That  a  committae  be  ai^iutad  to  in- 
quire into  the  situation  of  the  fortifications  of  the  ports 
and  harbon  of  the  XJnited  States  ;  into  the  praetica- 
hili^  and  propriety  of  a  general  lyHtem  of  fortification, 
•nd  the  expense  with  which  it  would  be  attended  ; 
and,  also,  into  the  best  method  ofirbrti^'ing  fhe  port  of 
Hew  York,  and  the  odiar  principal  ports  wbicfa  are 
.now  in  a  defeneeleaa  state,  and  that  the  said  committee 
report  a  statement  of  facta,  with  their  opinion  thereon, 
to  tha  HoDsa. 

8.  Rtm^ftd,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
mba  into  the  expa^aney  of  investing  the  President  of 
ma  United  SlaUa,  by  law,  with  am[de  powers  to  cause 
■every  aggwaaion  and  attack  upon  the  rights,  the  faoaor, 
•nd  the  interest  of  the  United  Stataa,.  which  may  be 
oOBmijted  or  oommenoed  by  the  offieen,  citiient, 
aabjecta  of  any  foreign  Power,  wiibin  du  porta 
Iwitera  of  the  United  Btalea,  within  the  waters  uDder 
their  in  risdictioD,  and  upon  the  high  seas  within  cer-. 
tain  £atance*  of  the  coast,  to  ba  immediately  r«pelled, 
and  affeetaany  chastised,  and  that  the  aaid  committee 
report  by  bill,  or  olherwiae. 

B.  Ruohtd,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
viae  the  eiiatitig  laws  respecting  the  ntilttia )  to  devise 
,nMDs  for  completely  arming  and  equipping  for  actual 
•ervTce,  and  for  more  ^ectualty  organizing  and  disci- 
plining the  whole  of  Hie  militia  of  the  United  States, 
m  order  to  rendu  it  an  efficient  force  for  the  pratection 
of  the  United  Btatea  from  invasion  by  any  foreign 
Power,  and  that  the  said  ccHnmittee  report  by  bill, 


by  tb 


The  Clerk  havitie  read  the  reaolutiom,  Mi 
Bluot  moved  ibeir  refsrence  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  oa  the  state  of  tb«  Union. 


It  was  suggested  that  moat,  if  not  ail  the  (ob- 
jects embraced  iyj  these  lesolutiooa,  bad  been  al- 
ready referred  to  committees  appointed  on  iheaer- 
eral  memben  of  the  President's  Message,  and 
(bat  coasequently  a  similar  reference  to  other 
commilieea  wotild,  without  any  good  purpose  ba- 
ng attaioed,  tend  to  complTcate  the  proceeding* 
if  the. House;  soda  quration  of  order  was  raised 
;s  to  ihp  regulariiy  of  committing  tbem.  . 

ThefipEAKBR  said  thatas  the  resolutions,  though 
.0  some  respects  similar  to  the  subjects  already 
referred,  in  other  respeci«  varied  ffom  tbem,  ha 
considered  the  motion  of  reference  in  order. 

'Mr.  Elliot  said  a  few  words  to  the  same  ef- 
fect, and  stated  his  wish  to  be  afforded  an  oppot> 
tunity  cJn  a  future  day.  should  the  resoHutlons  be 
committed,  of  offering  his  sentlmenta  at  length 
on  the  inierealing  objects  embraced  by  them. 

On  .referring  toe  resolutions  to  Ibe  Committee 
of  the  Whale  on  the  slate  of  the  Union,  tb* 
Honse  divided^nty  32  members  rising  in  tha 
affirmative,  the  reference  was  disagreed  to,  whea 
the  resolutions  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
IMPOST ATIOH  OP  SLAyBS- 

The  oonsideratloo  of  the  bill  prohibiting  tbe 
Hporlslton  of  slaves  into  Ibe  United  States  was 

sumed  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  ^ARLT  moved  to  strike  out  that  part  of 
the  bill  Whiob  declares  the  importation  of  pev- 
sons  of  color  into  tbe  United  States  felony,  and 
punishes  it  with  death. 

This  QioCion  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Bablt 
and  Holland,  and  opposed  by  Mr.-SMiLiE,  and 
agreed  to — ayes  60,  noes  41. 

Mr.  BcDWELL  renewed  the  motion  formerly  of- 
fered by  him,  so  to  amend  tbe  bill  as  to  prevent 
the  forfeiture  of  persons  of  color  imporieo. 

On  this  amendraieiit  a  dtrbate  of  considerable 
length  ensiied,-in  which  Messrs.  BinwELL,  Cook, 

" "--t  BEniNaER,and  S -  — ' 

Lloyo,  E*ely,Eli 
Macon,  opposed  it. 

The  advocates  of  the  motion  observed,  that 
wheh  a  former  bill  on  this  subject  was  before  the 
House,  a  motion  had  been  maide  to  amend  a  sec- 
tion then  under  consideration,  by  striking  out  the 
forfeiture  of  persona  imported  as  slaves.  Before 
the,  question  was  taken  on  that  amendment,  an- 
other motion,  prior  in  its  nature,  was  m^de  and 
carried,  that  tbe  Committee  shifuld  rise.  Tbe 
House  afterwards  rei;ommi(ted  tbe  bill  to  a  select 
committee,  who  reported  it  in  the  present  form. 
They  regretted  then,  and  still  regretted,  that  they 
did  not  first  settle  the  principle  by  a  vote  which 
might  have  been  an  lostruction  te  the  select  com- 
mittee in  red  raugb  ting  tbe  bill.  And  they  thought 
it  their  duty,  in  this  stage  of  the  business,  to  uke 
the  sense  of  tbe  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  this 
potnL  The  section  under  cousiderafion  related  to 
a  ship  or  vessel  laden  in  whole  or  in  part  with 
persons,  tbe  importatioaor  bringing  of  whom  into 
the  United  Slates  was  prohibited.  If  (he  vessel 
was  found  in  any  of  our  ports,  the  owner  and 
roaster  are  severally  subjected  to  a  pecuniary  pen- 
alty.   But  there  wasno  forfeiture  of  tbe  vessel  or 
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cargo,  aolea  fonod  in  a  harbor  of  same  Stale 
whose  CDDStitQtiQa' and  laws  permitted  slarery. 
Id  (bat  case,  both  the  vessel  and  her  cargo  are  to 
be  forfeiied,  and,  by  aaother  seojion  of  the  bill, 
are  to  be  sold  noder  the  auihoritv  sad  for  the  bei|- 
efit  of  the  United  States.  By  the  very  tenaa  Of 
the  provision,  the  cargo  will  coDsist  in  whole  or 
in  part  of.pprsons  whose  importation  ik  prohibit- 
ed— that  is,  persoQH  uolawfully  and  forcibly  taken 
by  the  crew  of  the  slave  ship,  or  soinebod}'  whom 
they  may  haf  e  eiQployed  for  that  purpose.  For, 
in  point  of  legal  or  moral  principle,  it  made  bo 
difference  whether  the  crew  of  an  Amcricaii  slare 
ship,  upon  their  arrival  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  go 
ashore  themselves,  or  by  surprise  or  force  take  pos- 
■ession  of  their  prisoners;  or.  by  the  offer  of  a  price, 
tempi  some  tribe  orpkrtv  of  the  oaiives  to  make 
the  seizure  for  them.  Tiie  crime  is  the  same  and 
fhe  injury  the  same  (o  the  sufferers.  In  either 
ease  thev  are,  withaqt  their  consent,  and  against 
their  will,  bj-  force  and  arms,  torn  from  their 
homes,  from  iDeirfamilies,theirpareni!i,  their  chit- 
dren,  their  hnsbands,  and  wives,  their  brolbets, 
friends,  and  8ci]uaii)iaDce,-from  all  those  tender 
relations,  which  they,  as  ,well  as  we,  have  bearta  to 
feel.  la  spite  of  .entreaties,  or  cries  and  tears,' 
they  are  onfedinffly  dragged  to  the  shore,  harried 
on  boatd,  crowded  into  the  ^Qld,  loaded  with 
ehains,aDd  transferred  tolheirnativeland.  Tbote 
of  them  who  do  not  commit  saicide  tbroogh  ter- 
ror or  despair,  who  do  not  sink  beneath  the  rigor 
with  whkh  they  are  treated,  or  &U  a  prey  to  the 
diseaaes  generated  by  their  situation,  are  brought 
across  the  ocean  to  this  country.  The  moment 
they  arriTc  in  any  harbor  within  the  jurisdictional 
limits  of  the  United  States,  they  are  met  by  this 
law  which  we  are  now  passing.  It  finds  them, 
by  the  laws  of  God  and  man.  entitled  to  their  free- 
dom as  clearly  and  absolutely  as  we  are.  They 
are  not,  by  any  law,  hunian  or  divine,  the  slaves 
of  any  master.  They  are  not  the  lawful  property 
of  any  owner.  They  ate  no  mou  the  property 
of  those  who  bold  ibem  in  duress  than  the  mas 
who  is  robbed  is  the  property  of  the  hl^wayman 
while  in  bis  power.  Their  detention  is  a  wrong' 
fol,  false  imprisonment.  In  this  very  bill  we  de- 
clare it  to  be  a  high  crime.  By  ibe  same  iaw  we 
condemQ  the  mao-stesler  and  become  the  receiv- 
ers of  hi»  stolen  goods.  We  punish  the  criminal, 
and  then  step  into  his  place,  and  complete  the 
crime  which  he  bad  ooly  begun.  We  ourselves 
do  that  which  we  prevent  him  from  doing;  that 
which  he  tud  crossed  and  recrossed  the  Atlantic, 
at  the  hazard  of  his  life  and  the  sacriiice  of  his 
character  and  his  conscience,  to  be  enabled  to  do. 
We  sell  bis  victims  as  slaves,  receive  the  price  of 
their  slavery,  aod  put  it  into  the  public  treasury ; 
and  the  vendee  holds  them  and  their  children, 
from  generation  to  generation,  in  perpetual  sla- 
very, by  a  title  derived  from  our  law.  In  short, 
we  assume  to  ourselves,  as  a  Govcromebtj  thi 
cltisive  right  of  selling  slaves  imported  into 
United  States.  It  is  very  different  from  a 
alluded  to  in  the  debate  of  a  former  day— the 
of  a  judgmeut  in  favor  of  the  United  8 
againat  a  debtor,  on  wblbh,  if  a  *rit  of  execution 


is  issued  against  his  goods  and  chattels,iii  a  Stale 
where  ^aves  are  considered  perMaal  estat^  they 
may  be  taken  and  sold  as  such  in  satisfaction  of 
the  eiecution.  There  the  .process  of  the  United 
States  only  operates  to  traifsfer  from  one  tnaster 
to  another <a  title  created  and  existing  by  the  law 
of  the  State — a  law  which' ours  cannot  constita- 
lionaUy  control,  and  to  which  it  must  conform. 
But  when  a  person  of  the  description  relerred  to 
in  this  section  is  forfeited,  as  a  part  of  the  probib- 
iied  cargo,  and  .sold  accordingly,  the  purcnaser's 
title  to  lum  ae  a  slave  is  derived  immediately,  ori~ 
ally,  and  sdely  from  the  United  Stales.  For 
hcnor  of  the  nation,  it  was  hoped  their  statute 
books-would  never  be  stained  with  such  a  provia* 
The  President,  in  his  Message  to  both  uouMi 
of  Cpngrests.  has  concraiulaled  us  upon  the  ap- 
proach of  tne  time,  wLen,  agreeably  to  the  Coo- 
slitutioo,  we  may  prohibit  the  African  slave  trade. 
In  meniioning  it,  as  a  subject  of  congratulatioD, 


of  the  natioi).  They  hoped  they  should  t. 
prohibition,  wbijth  was  thus  recommended,  and 
sbace  in  the  honor  of  pasaiBE  iL  But,  ardently  a> 
they  wished  this,-  they  woiud  prefer  to  pass  no 
p'ronibitbry  act;  they  would  rauier  do  notbin^  at 
all  upon  the  subject,  than  adopt  a  principle  which 
appears  so  objeciiooable.  They  trusted,  however, 
it  would  not  be  adopted-  ,.  To  fry  the  sense  of  the 
Committee  upon  the  question,  i(  was  qioved,  aa 
an  amendment  to  this  section,  afier  the  word  Tea- 
sel, in  the  tenth  line,  to  strike  outibe  voids,  "if 
brought  intp  anv  |^rl  or  place, within  a  State  or 
Territory,  the  Oonstiiuiion  and  laws  of  whicli 
permit  slavery,  .shall,  together  with  h^  cargo, 
tackle,  appareu  and  iarniture,"  and,  instead  thera- 
of,  to  insert  these  words,  '.'Shall,  together  witk 
her  tackle,  apparel,  and  furniture,  and  all  tut  car- 
go,'excepl  persons;  so  that  the  clause  ^nay  stand 
thus.:  "and  such  shipor  vessel  shall,  together  with 
her  tackle,  apparel,  and  furniture,  ^  all  her  oar- 
go,  except  persons,  be.  forfeited." 

The  opponents  of  the  araeodmeot,  observed 
that  its  advocates  had  acted  the  part  of  a  physician 
who  should  tell  his  palieol,  you  are  in  extreme 
danger,  you  have  a  violent  disease,  it  is  necessary 
to  do  something.  They  had  portrayed  in  vivid 
colors  the  nefarious  nature  of  this  traffic;  but  had 
objected  to, the  only  praoiicable  mode  of  arresting 
it,  without  even  suggesting  a  subsliiuta  for'it. 
When  asked  what  they  will  do  with  these  people 
when  broogbl  among  u^  they  answer  they  will 
not  dispose  of  them  in  this  or  that  way,  bat  will 
leave  tnem  for  future  disposition.'  Some  gentle- 
men had  indeed  undertaken  to  strike  out  a  [^n 
fortbeitfiirther  disposition,  and  recommended  thaii 
deportation;  others  had  objected  to  this  course. 
Some  were  for  leaving  them  to  the  Siatee,  to 
which,  too,  others  were  opposed.  What  was  thf 
resall  of  all  this,  but  that  gentlemen  could  not 
agree  among  tbemselvea  on  any  other  ^acticaUe 
plan  than  that  oooiained  in  the  bill'?  What  waa 
the  natural  conclusion,  but  that  this  was  the  only 
practicable  planthaleould  be  devised?  ThegreU 
object  was  to  pass  such  laws  to  remedy  the  evil, 
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as  would  be  cirried  ialo  effect  where  the  evil  eX' 
ined.  Tfavre  waa  no  difficullv  in  lpgislatiD|r  go 
far  B>  mpected  rhe  direct  trida  of  tbia  oountry. 
Bo  Tar,  ibe  rereoue  laws  and  arnied  ships  would 
be  eiTeciuel  ia  prohibitinz  it.  But  the  great  diffi- 
eolty  arose  from  the  indirret  trade  through  the 
conliguoui  tcrritorfet  of  adjaoeat  Powers.  To 
thett  points  It  became  neccHary  to  apply  the 
Temedy. 

Wbat  Cbarltston  then  was,  it  wis  proba- 
lit«  that  St.  Haty'ijtbe  Mobile,  a tid  Poachar- 
train,  woald  become  in  relation  t6  ibe  ■!«▼«  trade, 
VnleM  some  strong  proritioos  were  derised  to  op- 
erate oti  the  direct  trade.  If  this  provision  were 
atriekeo  out,  it  would  be  neceuary  to  itrilie  oift 
abotber  aimirar  prOTisioo,  in  the  next  section,  for 
tfae  forfeiiura  of  any  sUve  found  in  the  United 
fiutes  contrary  to  law ;  and  where  then  would  be 
die  preTeniive  from  imrndnaiDg'  them  into  ibe 
tToited  Btaiea  through  the  Spanish  terriloriesT 
There  wotild  be  none.  The  veuel  in  which  thev 
•balL  be  bronght  cannot  be  taken,  becaase  she  will 
be  bound  to  «  Spaniab^rtj  and  because  sfae  will 
•ail  Vttder  Spanish  or  I^nisfa  nolots.  The  cargo 
will  be  landed  in  the  Bpanish  territorjes  within 
aione'sthrowof  our  own  doors.  The  eaprkin,  the 
otrner^  and  the  vesae],  will  be  safe  in  the  Spanish 
doiDinioni.  Their  owners  will  bn'oK  them  tt 
your  line,  and  sell  them  with  impui^tty  toyoni 
'■-      I,  and  they  will   itomediatetr  mix   ^mong 


people,  their  iotroduction  into  the  United  Slates 
was  to  be  prevented. 

The  penalties  of  twenty  thooaand  and  Sftvthoi)- 
aand  dollar^  on  the  owner  and  seller,  wonld  be  a 
nnHtiy,  aa  they  were  out  of  reach.  Who  then,  in 
nich  cifcumstaDcea  could  be  operated  on,  but 
the  purcheseral'  There  was  the  rul>->it  was 
their  interest  alone  which,  by  being  operated  on, 
Wovld  prodace  a  cheek.  Snap  iheir  purse-atringa, 
break  open  their  strongbox,  aeprire  them  of  theii 
alavea,  and  by  destroying  the  temptation  to  buy, 
you  pot  an  end  to  the  trade. 

But  it  might  be  said,  if  this  busineas  ia  lefl 
the  Stste^  they  may  operate  by  their  lawa  on  'tbe 
intereat  of  thu  ptirchatcr.  But  was  it  come  to  this  ? 
That  Congre&s  were  sp  anxious  to  pat  an  end  to 
this  nefarioas  trade,  and  yet  were  willing  to  leave 
itaectDaldeatruetioi^lotheseverBl  Slates?  Could 
Cenllemen  insure  the  adoption  of  Bl  regulations 
Ij'all  the  States?  "We™  ibey  prepared  to  rest 
the  business  on  every  Stale  adopting  these  regu- 
btions,  when  the  forDearaDce  of  a  single  State  to 
pats  the  necessary  laws  would  cSectually  prevent 
the  redren  of  the  evil'? 

Some  gentlemen  appeared  to  think  this  evil 
vould  be  cSectually  toet  by  cominereial  and  coi 
tom-bonse  regulailona.  But  the  fact  was,  tbi 
nothing  abort  of  a  forfeiture  of  the  slave  would 
■ffijrd  an  efffeiual  remedy,  the  former  would  be 
}ike  weaving  a  cage  of  cobwebs  for  a  liOn.  whom 
Bothing  ehori  of  a  cag^  of  iron  wonld'coofini 

The  Commiitee'now  rose,  wit bput  eomii 
»  decision  on  the  amendment ;  and,  on  motion, 
ibt  House  adjourned. 


Weokesdat,  December  SI. 

Mr.  FiKDLEY,  from  the  Committee  of  Eleciiona- 
10  jvhom  it  WSJ  referred  to  esamiae  the  ceriift 
cites  of  election,  or  other  credentials,  of  oienbera 
returned  to  terve  ia  ibii  House,  mpde  a  report, 
in  part,  thereon  j  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Daw8oh,  from  the  cpnHnitiee  appointed  on 
the  eighteenth  instant,  preaented  a  biH  authorizing 
the  proprietors  of  squares  and  lots  in  the  City  a 
Washington,  to  have  the  same  subdivided  and  ad< 
mitted  to  j-ecord;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  M<»- 
day  next. 

On  motioii  of  Hr.  Claibobmh,  the  petition  of 
Amy  DaidiD,  presented  to  this  House  on  the  S7ili 
of  December,  ^804,  was  referred  to  theeommil- 
tee  appointed, 00  ibeelevemh  instant,  "to inquire 
whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what,  deacription  of 
claims  against  the  United  States  are  barred  by 
the  siaintes  of  liinitaii<»,  which,  ia  reaeon  and 
Inslice;  ought  to  be  provided  fof  by  law."  / 

NATIONAL  DEFENCE. 

Mr.  Baklv  called  for  the  order  of  the  day,  oa 
the  bill  prohibiting  the  importation  of  riaves. 

r.  Fiex  hoped  the  consideration  of  this  bilt 
ifroald  be  postponed,  ibsl  ih^e  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  measures  for  ihedefen^ofthe  frontier 
ii)i|htbe  taken  np.  He  cOnajdered  It  high  tim« 
to  proceed  lo  the  consideration  of  this  suhiect. 
The  ehairman  of  tbeseleet  committee,  (Mf.  Rm- 
noLPB,)  had  been  attending  for  two  days,'  and 
was  now  absent, 'he  presumed,  In  consequence  of 
the  feeble  state  of  his  health. 

Mr.  BarlV  aaid  he  had  no  disposition  to  preai 
his  motion,  if  casi other. more  important  bn:<me«* 
required  altentloo.  On  this  point  the  Moute 
would  deoide  for  ihemselvea. 

Having  disagreed  lo  the  motion  of  Mr.  BsBbT 
—ayes  2(>— the  House  agreed  to  consider  the  re- 
port of.  the  select  committee,  called  for  by  Mr. 
FiSK,  and  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  report  of  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred, on  the  third  instant,  so  much  of  the  Mes- 
sage of -the  President  of  the  Uniied  States  at  re- 
lates "to  the  invasion  of  our  territories  by  the 
troops  of  Spain,  and  the  adoption  of  measures  for 
the  protection  thereof." 

The  first  resolntion  havingbeen read, ai  follows: 

1.  Beiolveti,  That  proTiiion  ought  to  be  mtdabjUw 
to  fartily  and  defend  such  pontian  on  the  tjiaaia- 
nppi,  belaw  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  a*  Ibe  Preiideot 
of  the  United  Slates  shall  dnignate  lor  the  protection 
of  that  city  t  and  that  fiirtber  proviaian  ought  to  be 
made  by  law  for  goarding  the  approachts  lo  the  aame 
fivBi  the  east ; 

Mr.  PiBK  observed,  that  the  city  of  New  Or- 
leans  was  in  ^ch  a  siiuaLion  as  to  require  some 
additional  fortifications.  Those  at  preseai  erected 
on  the  Mississippi  were  not  in  the  moat  eligible 
position  to  guard  the  placej  and  it  was  also  con- 
sidered necessary  that  some  measui^s  abould  be 
takea  ID  guaid  it  against  any  hoalile  approache* 
from  the  ntst.    Patiapa  a  aaiall  vessel  and  aome 
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gnnboai*  might  be  requliiu,  ■■  well  u  »dib  tM- 
Uties,  the  expeose  of  which  wwild'noi  be  gnV. 
Mr,  O.  W.  Cahnell  observed,  thai  Tery  tittle 
dcrI  be  Mid  oa  ihi«  moluiioD.  He  would  barely 
innatk,  id  addition  lo  what  had  been  raid  by  the 

Cilemao  fioBt  VermoDl,  that  this  subject  had 
0  oiDsidered  as  Itav ing  been  recommended  by 
Ihe  Preiidenl  as  proper  to  be  taken  up  imvaedi- 
Mely.  There  was  at  present  no  defence  of  the 
month  of  the  Hissisuppi  b«low  New  Orjeans. 
That  piaoewMiheiefDregr^llyexposad from  that 
quarter,' and  meaaurea  conieqitenily  became  De> 
cenary  to  guard  ii  Igaintt  the  ioTation  of  a  for- 
eign enemy,  and  from' aiiacki  that  might  betnadb 
ftomoorawn  coiinlrv,if  ihete«xiiied  any  per- 
aoos  that  had  harbored  ahcb  ■  design.  'He  under- 
atood  that  -aome  diataoee  above  the  mouth  of  ibe 
rirer  waa-  eooiempltled  aa  an  eligible  situation 
for  fortifioatioq,  at  ■  point  where  thepe  had  been 
ft  fort,  but  which  had  gone  much  to  decay.  It 
Woold  either  he  neeanary  (o  repair  this  fort,  or 
to  erect  another.  He  had  also  been  informed 
that  it  was  pTaclieable  for  Tesiels  of  some  bar- 
den  to  make  an  atirtek  on  New  Orleans  frpm  the 
Ukea,  and  iheoce  the  necessity  of  guarding  the 
place  against  any  attack  from  the  east. 

The  quesiioa  was  then  pat,  and  the  lesoLotion 
agreed  lo  without  a  diTisioa. 

The  second resolnlidn  waslhes  read  as  follows: 

3.  Raoloed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  anthorized  to  scceplorsn;  cotDpuy  or  cempsniea, 
•f  TolDDteer^  either  srtlllerj,  csTdry,  or  infantry,  wHo 
Blsy  sModBte  and  offer  Ihemselvea  for  the  senice,  (not 
exceeding  — ^  dioasand  men,)  who  shall  be  clodied 
aad  Itanlished  with  bMsee  at  their  awn  expense,  and 
■nned,  and  odMrwise  eqaipped  et  the  eii>enM  of  the 
United  Btale^  oxeept  meh  of  diem  ee  may  choose  to 
fiuniib  dteir  own  anns,  sod  whoss  oommiseioned  offi- 
cers disD  be  appointed  I7  the  reapeetive  -  Stale  and 
Tcirildiial  sothsrities ;  whe  f  ball  be  liable  to  be  cdled 
open  lA  do  aiililery  d^ty  at  aa;  time  the  Free' ' 
ahell  jdjge  propsi,  within,-—'  J^eaie  sAer  he 
aoeept  the  au^ ;  and  when  called  into  aetual  seniee, 
and  whilst  remainiag  in  the  same,  shall  be  nnder  the 
same  rujes  and  leguUtions,  and  be  entitled  to  thessae 
pt^,  rations,  forage,  and  allowance  for  clothing,  with 
the  regular  troops  of  the  United  Stales. 

Ur.  Q.  W.  CAHrvGLL  said  this  reMthttion  had 
beeoiniroduced  forthe  purpose  ofputiiog  into  the 
hands  of  the  Executive  a  disposable  forctf,  which 
might  be  called-  out  at  a'mQineni's  noiice,  when- 
«r«r  the  esigeoey  of  a&irs  might  require  it. 
By  an  act  of  the  last  seuipn,  the  President  had 
been  auiborised  lo  call  on  the  BzecntiTes  of  the 
MTeral  Slates  fora.detachmentof  the  mftitiB,and 
fae  was  auUlorizetl  10  accept  of  TOlunteera  as  a 
part  of  the  detachment.  But  that  act  did  not  bu- 
Iboriae  the  Presideottoaocept  the Tolunieen  until 
B«eh  detachment,  should  be  sailed  forth.  This 
lesiticiion  had.  produeed  considerable  inconTe- 
Bienae.  It  bad  left  the  Oor eminent  without  any 
wgaaized  force,  until  the  detachment  was  called 
out  By  the  present  reaoluiioq  the  Preaidentwas 
soihorised  to  receive' the  oSer*  of  the  Toluoteer 
Qompanies,  that  they  mi^hl  be  organized,  Ind  be 
ready  toentaiintaaotUBrMtTievat  any 


There  was  good  reason  to  hrlieve,  that  there  waa 
a  number  of  citizens  of  the  United  Stales  willing 
10  offer  their  services, . sufficient  to  prevent  %nj 
attack  on  the  frontier,  or  any  oiber  BiteiOpi  that 
■night  be  made  to  disiu/b  Ihe  peace  of  ihe>naiioii. 
Otters,  lo  a  considerable  etlenl,  had  been  already 
ojade.  There  could  be  no  ohjeclion  to  resiii^ 
the  President  with  authority  to  acoept  these  ofiena 
as  it  waa  not  intended  to  inctir  any  expense  natU 
tbe  Tolnnteers  were  called  ioio  actual  service. 

Ur.  C.  added  that  .th^  services  of  these  volti^ 
teers  might  be  fully  depended  on,  to  defend  tba 
country,  in  caae  any  hostile  attempt  should- bn 
made.  Those  who  ofired  their  services  volun- 
tarily, it  woqld  he  admitted,  were  as  worthy  or 
reliance  as  men  compelled  to  serve,  or  those  who 
served  entirely  from  pecuniary  considerations. 
For  these  reasons  he  believed  that  no  measurea 
eoold  be  adoplad,  better  eaicalated  to  repet^inw 
sioD,  or  suppreu  any  atlempi  that  might  be  aosdr 
againsi  the  pea^e  of  the  naiioo. 

Mr.  DuiA  said,  he  observed  that  tbe  cfaairtnair 
of  the  select  committee  had  addressed  a  letter  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  requesting  ioformaiion 
wiih  reenrd  to  the  nudibcr  of  troops  in  tbe  Am>7 
of  the  United  Siat^;  10  which  an  answer  had 
bean  siveo  t^  the  Beorclary,  staling  their  amount, 
and   the  diffiucnt  aiaiiens  at  which   they  wete 

Mr.  D.  said,  he  wishtfd  to  know  wheAer  ihefe 
was  any  heceasity  fi»  any  idditional  ibree,  and 
.to  decide  this  poiiji,  he  called  for  the  reading  of 
Ihe  law  fixing  the  Military  Bsiabtishm«nt. 

This  law  hiving  been  read,  Mr.  D.  remarked, 
that  the  law  waa  uleni  aa  to  the  amount  of  the 
Marine  corps. '  He  would  wish' some  fcenilemaa, 
acqvaialed  with  the  subjeol,  to  give  htm  this  in- 
formation. 

Mr.  G.  W.  CAHPBBt.1.  said  he  woold  barely  ob- 
serve that  the  Message  of  the  President,  who  miM 
be  considered  as  bestacquaimed  with  the  situaliott 
of  OUT  troope,  and  snch  measure*  as  are  neceesarf 
10  secure  tlic  froatiers,  had  staled  ihe  necessity  of 
adopting  measures  to  .organize  tbe  militia  that 
might  be  called  otit,  or  of  obtaining  Tolunienrs, 

SMr.  C.  here  qoolqd  ttota  the  President  Message.] 
t  would  seeai,<Qpoa  this,  that  be  meant  to  intt- 
maCe  tbe  necessiiv  of  adopting  such  a  meaaure,  aa 
was  contemplated  by  the  resiftution.  As  lo  the 
information  received  from  the  Secretary  of  War, 
Mr.  C.  presumed  every  gentlemaa  could  estimate 
the  oUmberoo  the  frontiers  as  well  as  the  Secre- 
tary, as  he  advised  us  where  the  others  were  sta- 
lioBcd,  aa  well  as  that  all  the  corps  were  nearlr 
full.  , 

Mr.  Daha  said  he.  woold  freely  acknowledge 
that  one  of  the  objects,  which  induced  hini  to  rise, 
was  lu  obtain  iotormation  ■*  to  the  state  of  affaire, 
aad  the  means  we  possessed  of  securing  the'eooo- 
try.-  He  did  suppose  the  Bonse  entitled  to  this 
infoiiaaiioD.  He  did  suppose  it  proper  for  the 
Seereiary  of  War  to  say  what  troops  were  in 
acliul  aerriea.  It  required  but  superficial  know- 
ledge 10  know  that  the  numbei  of  troops  on  papet 
were  very  diflervnt  from  the  nnmber  of  active 
tioopa,    Tha  laM  waa  what  hs  wantetL    Ucntla- 
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lUMi  badnferred  (o  the  Btateineiit of  lbs  SecTetii- 
ly.  and  had  Mid  ii  supplied  [be  meiDs  of  makiDg 
lh»  estimate.  Bat  did  they  not  know  tbat  the 
Dumbar  which  coraposeda  compaDy.  of  aritDery 
was  not  tbe  same  with  that  which  eompoted  a 
company  oPinfantiy  f  The  Secretary  did  not  in 
his.  letter  discrimii>ate  between  them.  Mr.  D. 
■aid  he  was  willing  to  vote  for  whateTei  meaiures 
were  necessary  for  the  defence  ;of  the  conntrr  ; 
but  he  did  beliefe  thai  the  represediatiTes  of  the 
people,  befote  they  yoted  fpr  such  measures,  bad 
k  risht  to  more  satiifactory  informaiioo. 

Hr.,CH&NDLES' observed  that  he  tieliered  the 
Seprfetary  of  War  had  ^Ten  inforinatioD  from 
which  every  member  could  adduce  the  informa- 
tion that  the  gentleman  from  Conoeotient  pro- 
fasscd  to  desire.  He  tells  us  that  tbe  peace  estab- 
lishment is  nearly  complete ;  and  as  to  tbe  differ- 
ence  in  the  number  of  men  that  ^compose  a  com- 
pany of  infantry  and  arlitlery,  it  was  too  trifling 
to  make  any  material;  difference  in  the  estimat*. 
The  Secretary  bad  not  confined  himself  to  stating- 
tbe  amount  of  our  forces  on  paper ;  bnC  had  ex- 
presaly  declared  that  ihey  are  nearly  corqiirele. 
As  to  the  Marine,  corps,  Mr.  C.  said  be  did  not 
know  whether  be  was  correct,  but  be  bad  always 
considered  it  as  more  anpurtenant  to  the  naval' 
than  the  military  ei;labliskment ;  information  re- 
lative.  to  which  could  not  therefore  be.expected 
from- the  Secretary  of  Wat. 

Mr.  DiNA  replied  that  all  the  information  given 
by  the  Secretary  was,  that  the  eompanies  were 
nearly  complete.  Who  conld  say  ^hat  was  meant 
by  nearly  complete?  It  might  mean  that  tbey 
were  fonr-Gfths  full,  aa  it  was  known  that  in  com- 
mon caaes  this  was  contidered  as  toleraUy  fiill. 
Mr.  D.  said  he  wished  for  moce  piteise  informa- 
tion, and  for  one  he  entered  his  protest  against  iq 
incomplete  a  statement.  He  did  not  think  tbe 
cepreaentatives  of  the  people  should  acquiesce 
■uch  a  comae.  As  tocalling  forth  volnnteen,  he 
did  not  know  that  he  had  any  objection  to  '' 
though  perhaps  a  more  efficient  force  might 

BMticni 

norant  as  he  professed  to  be.  It  appeared 
on  the  contrary,  that  he  had  before  bim  all  tbe 
meani  of  information  that  conld  be  thought  neces- 
sary. It  was  objected  that  the  Secretary,  instead 
of  slating  the  esact  return  ,of' each  corps,  had 
merely  stated  tbat  they  were  nearly  complete.  It 
Iras  true  the  Secreta^  bad  not  slated  thenum- 
Iters  in  eaoh  company,  whether  there  was  two.  oi 
threejor^alf  a  dozen  men  wanting  in  each.  This 
was  not,  perhaps,  piacticabl^j  buLthe  information, 
as  their  to  present  stnte,  was  given  in  terms  soffi- 
ciently  definite,  when  it  was  said  they  were  near- 
ly complete. 

Another  point  of  difficulty  is,' that  the  Seoreta- 
ty  has  not  specified  wtietnet  the -eighteen  oompa- 
aies  posted  at  the  different  places  named  are  artil- 
lery or  infantry,  It  appears  from  bis  letters  that 
oigtkteen  companies  are  stationed  at  various  pla- 
ces, and  that  tna  residue,  to  tbe  number  of  twen- 
ty two,  are  with  the  Army  nndor  the  command 


of  the  brigadier  general.    If  any  farther  infonn- 
lon  were  required,  he  could  not  see  the  object. 
Whedier  the. present  state  of  things  was  sneh 
to  authorize  tne  President  to  accept  of  volun- 
ers,  every  gentleniHn  woold  judge  for  himself 
It  had  rigbdy  been  observed,  by  a  gentleman  on 
tbe  committee,  that  tbe  volunteers  wtfnld  not  be 
called  oat.thoughiu  a  state  of  readiness,  until  there 
was  actual  occasion  for  them.    An.objeciion  rain- 
ed against  a  farmer  establisbment  of  this  kind 
would  not  apply  to  ibis;  for  the  officers  were,  un- 
der this  resolution,  to  be  appointed  by  the  States, 
and  not  by  (he  President  of  the  United  States. 
Mr.  B.  concluded,  by  saying^  it  appeared  to  him 
not  only  safe,  but  reasonable  atkd'neceBsary,  to  give 
the  President  this  authority, 

Mr.  ftniNCT  said  he  would  ask  gentlemen  what 
effeettfaereBOJutioDwasltkelyloproduce;  wbethet 
there  wero  any  such  associatiens  of  volunteers  on 
the  frontier  as  were  conlemplaled  in  the  resolu- 
tion, and  whether  these  associations  werejn  audi 
a  situation's  to  enable  ihem  to  render  efficieitt 
servicesl  He  wished  likewise  to  know  the  prob- 
able amount  of  those  who  were  likely  lo  offer  their 
services  to  the  President.    An  answer  to  these 

Question!  would  enable  him  to  decide  whether  liiis 
irce,  added  to  that  ol  tbe  regtilars,  would  be  com- 
fetenl  to  defend  the  country. 

Mr.  G.  W.  CAUPBELt.  replied  that  it  would  take 
a  considerable  time  coanswer  defioiitely  tbe  ques- 
tions of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts;  but 
such  data  as  the  select  committee  possessed  he 
would  state.  It  was  not  contemplated  to  confine 
the  offer  .of  voluiiteers  to  the  frontiers  or  the  adja- 
cent territories.  On  the  contrary,  it  was  propoMd 
to  authorize  tbe  President  to  accept  the  services 
of  volunteetB  from  nny  part  of  the  Union-  Not 
was  it  necessary  that  those  who  offered  tbair  •«• 
vices  should  have  associated  as  volunteers  before 
this  authority  is  given  to  (be  President.  Mr.  C. 
said  he  had  understood  that  several  corps  of  vol- 
Qnteeife  bad  already  offered  their  services;  that 
two  or  three  regiments  had  offered  in  the  Western 
country ;  fhat  similar  offers  had  been  tnade  in  oth- 
er States;  and  the  papers  woold  show  (hat  a  like 
offer  had  beeti  mad;  in  Philadelphia.  This  afford- 
ed sufficient  ground  for  believing  that  a  compe- 
teitt  number  of  volanteers  woiud  offer  for  any 
exigency. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  second  rea- 
olotion.  wiiiah  was  agreed  to  without  a  division— 
when-  tne  Committee  rose  and  reported  their  agree- 
nieut  to  the  resolution. 

The  Honse  having  agreed' to  consider  tbe  report 
of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 

Vb.  O.  W.  CAifpaiLL  moved  to  fill  the  blank 
in  tbe  first  rasolution  with  -tbe  word  "  thirty," 
which  the  House  agrend  to  withotit  a  division, 

Mr,  C.  then  moved  to  fill  the  second  blank  with 
the  word  "  two."  i 

Mr.  TALLHinaB  suggested  some  difficulty  which 
wolild  probably  arisd  from  the  ambiguous  langoage 
of  tbe  resolation — to  which  Mr,  C.  replied  (hat 
an  attentiTe  reading  of  the  temlntion  was  sofi- 
eient  to  remove  lit. 
I     Tbe  lesolutioB  having  been  read — 
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Mr.  Tarndn  obfierrrd.  that  the  difficulty  started 
by  the  gentleman  Trom  CaDoeeticm  was  not  ideal, 
and  thai  although  the  rdontecra  might  be  accept- 
ed for  two  years,  yet  ihpy  might  be  scattered  in  a 
(borter  time.  This  difficulty  did  not  attend  call- 
iag  oai  a  delacbmeDt  of  the  militia,  whoae  nam- 
bera  voald  remaia,  for  «  long  time,  pretty  nearly 
Iha  tame. 

Mr.  V.  aaid,  he  vished  to  inqaire  what  kind  of 
ttoops  thAe  voluateers  were  to  be  denominated  7 
Were  they  to  be  eonstiiered  aa  belonging  to  the 
militia  or  tbearray?  He  knew  of  no  other  de- 
aeriptioD  ef  troops.  The  Conatitntion  had  aa- 
thorized  the  Qeneral  Government  to  provide  for 
the  defence  of  the  eoanlry  by  raising  armies, 
whoae  officers  are  to  be  appointed  by  toe  Presi- 
dent, with  the  adrice  and  consent  of  the  Senate, 
or  by  organizing  and  diseinlining  the  miliiia, 
whose  oEEcera  were  appoinlen  as  directed  by  the 
State  anihoritin.  -  The  contemplaied  body  ap- 
peared to  him  to  b«  of  nehher  (n  these  descrjp 
lions.  It  also  appeared  to  him  that  a  serious  diffi- 
Buliy  might  occur  in  the  appointment  of  their 
officers.  It  might  be  considered  as  doubtful  whe- 
ther the  Eieeutite'depariment  of  the  GoTemment 
pOBBeaseii  the  right  of  appointing  the  ofiBcers  of 
any  corps,  except  those  in  whiob  antbority  waa 
giTCD  by  the  Constitution,  and  these  were  the 
militia.  Mr.  T.  said,  he  thoogfat  if  the  rewlntion 
directed  that  the  roli^nteer  corpashould  he  com- 
manded by  officers  of  the  militia,  this  difficulty, 
would  be  removed. 

Mrl  V.  added,  that  he  did  not  seethfct  the  Presi- 
dent wotild  be  certain  of  being  able  to  command 
any  particular  number  of  these  men,  that  might 
be  wanted  at  any  time.  Bnppose  any  of  the  Btate 
gorernmenls  ehouid  neglect  to  appoint  their  offi' 
cer*,  there  were  no  means  to  compel  tbe  State 
authorities  to  make  the  appointment?  Waa  it 
safe  to  rest  tbe  defence  ot  the  country  on  this 
ground  1 

Mr.  FiBK  said,  that  the  gentleman  last  up  had 
two  objeeiions  lo  the  resolution  ;  the  first,  that 
(heae  corps  would  belong  to  no  rt^Iar  force; 
and  the  second,  that  there  was  no  power  Tested  in 
the  Bxeeutive  to  commission  (the  officers.  The 
second  objection  was  founded  on  the  first,  and,  if 
the  first  fell  to  the  ground,  the  last  would  fall  to 
the  ground  with  it.  If  it  could  be  shown  that 
these  eorm  would  be  a  part  of  the  militia  of  the 
county,  all  dffioully  would  be  removed.  If  they 
enmioed  the  Cocslitution,  they  would  find  that 
Congress  had  power  to  organize  as  well  as  arm 
the  militia.  The  gentleman  would  not  contend 
that  CoDgreaa  was  obliged  to  ornnize  the  militia 


thesi 


every  State.    The  present  corps 


were  on  the  same  ground  with  the  common 
tia ;  they-  were  oniy  sQbject  to  be  called  on  at  any 
eslgency^-to  was  tbe  eiistiog  militia.  The  ad- 
vantage, however,  of  the  former  ovtt  the  latter. 
was,  that  they  would'  be  equipped  and  preparea 
tor  service. 

With  regard  to  tbe  difficulty,  a«  to  officets,  it 
would  ooenr  in  every  case  that  had  been  men- 
tioned. If  there  should  be  a  detachment  of  the 
militia^  the  detaehmant  wotild  not    eonsiet    of 


whole  companies,  bat  of  parts  of  companies,  who, 
when  called  into  service,  must  have  the  officers 
attached  to  i^e  entire  compaaies,  or  new  ones. 

Mr.  O.  W.  Campbell  said,he  apprehended  that 
the  difficulty  sngsested  bj  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  hauariseti,  ma  great  degree,  from 
not  anderstBndio{[  the  term  Stat«  au/Aortfiea,  in 
the  same  way  with  the  Oommillce.  Tbe  first 
difficulty  staled  by  the  gentle  man,  of  the  possibil- 
ity of  tbe  corps  separating,  appeared  lo  hitu  very 
extraordinary.  TTie  objeolion  went  too  far  to  be 
a  sound  one.  It  went  to  show  that,  because  ifaey 
could  not  have  a  force  which'  should  be  always 
equally  stronff,  they  ought,  therefore,  have  none 
at  all.  But  the  gentleiAan  might  easilv  overcome 
this  difficulty  by  augmenting  the  nnmoer  of  vol- 
unteers to  forty  thousand  instead  of  thirty  tfaou- 

Aaother  obieetion  offered,  Mr.  C.  said,  had  been 
answered  by  the  gentleman  on  hislefi,  (Mr.  FtsE.) 
He  would,  tbervfore,  only  add,  that  be  could  not 
believe  that  the  gentleman  had  seriously  reflected 
on  the  sutject,  when  he  expreseed  a  doubt  whe- 
ther this  force  would  be  of  the  militia  or  tbe  reg- 
ular army.  It  is  expressly  staled  in  the  resolution 
that  it  shall  be  comjwsed  of  such  company  ot 
companies  as  may  oner  their  services.  M'.  C. 
said,  he  did  not  pretend  to  be  much  conversant  in 
military  language;  bnt,  according  to  his  iindei- 
staodjng  of  the  term,  a  coinpany  implied  a  eer- 
laia  number  of  men,  with  otScers  appointed  over 
them.  The  resolution  went  further,  and  made  it 
necessary  that  the  officers  should  be  appointed  by 
the  Slate  authorities — not  meaning,  as  the  gentle- 
man seemed  to  infer,  that  they  should  be  appoint^ 
ed  by  the  Executive,  but  in  the  way  prescribed  by 
the  respective  Slate  laws. 

The  gentleman  had  also  inquired  whether  it 
will  be  safe  to  rest  the  defence  of  the  country  on 
these  volunteers.  We  say  that  this  will  be  pro- 
viding a  more  ^cient  force  than  at  present  ex- 
.ists.  As  to  any  other  more  efleetive  force,  the 
propriety  of  that  may  be  discussed  hereafter.  Tbe 


aceeptftuce  of  volunteers  will  not  preclude  the 
adoption  of  other  measures,  if  they  shall '     ' 
ed  necessary. 


if  they  shall  be  deem* 


Mr.  C.  said,  he  would  have  no  objection  to  any 
amendment,  predicated  on  the  principle  that  tbe 
officers  should  be  appointed  according  to  the  laws 
of  the  several  States ;  but  this  he  considered  as 
matter  of  detail,  which  wonld  be  better  settled 
when  a  biH  was  brought  in. 

Mr.  C  said,  it  had  been  Suggested  by  the  gen- 
tleman that  the  President  might  appoint  the  offi- 
cers ;  but,  he  differed  widely  from  him  on  this 
head,  fie  did  not  conceive  ihey  possessed  the 
power  to  authorize  the  President  to  appoint  them. 
There  had  been  once  a  law  to  tbia'effect;  but  it 
had  been  very  generally  reprobated  by  the  repub- 
lican  party,  who  had  considered  it  anconstitution- 
at.  Mr.  C.  said,  in  fais  oi)inion,  it  was  directly  in 
the  ieeth  of  the  Conslitntion. 

Mr.  Tarnuh  said,  he  did  not  know  bnt  that  the 
ideas  of  the  gentleman  were  perfectly  correct ; 
but  if  so,  none  other  than  whole  companies  coatd 
be  accepted.    He,  however,  nthet  thought  his 
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ideu  JDcamet.  Tbe  word*  of  the  resoluiion 
were:  [Mr.  V.  here  read  the  first  resducion.] 
Noir.a  compaDV,  accord  lag  lo  ifaemeaDingof  tbe 
word,  was  a  boav  of  men  cmnposed  of  sixty'four 
privBles,  who,  if  they  should  asaociate  tofcether, 
■Itbougb  draWD  from  difiVreol  compaaies,  lite 
Preiident  would  have  a  rigbl  (otcceptj  and,  if 
M,  the  idea  of  companies  who  may  offer,  b»Tiog 
officer!,  was  iocorrect. 

Mr.  V.  said,  be  wu  perfectly  willing  to  adopt 
meakUres  for  the  protecLioa  of  tbe  country  :  Mid; 
if  tbe  militia  were  oot  properly  organized,  tha,t 
they  should  be  organized  'anew.  If,  hgwev^r, 
they  were  so  orgaaized  as  lo  deserve  lo  be  trusted, 
it  was  improper  to  introduce  a  system  wbich  vir- 
taally  declared  ihem  unworthy  of  coofideace. 
The  eouDiry  was,  at  this  lime,  in  rather  a  pecu- 
liar situation-  Tbey  had  heard  a  grcBI  deal  abool 
conspiracies,  and  people  Wrre  collecting  together 
fat  certain  purposes  He  trusted  there  was  do 
part  of  the  people  that  would  join  in  any  danger- 
ouB  attempts  against  the  peace,  of  the  couniry  ; 
jet,  on  the  principle  of  ihe  reaolution,  stlcb  men 
might  uaociate^aod  chooM  their  officen  witli  tl^e 
view  of  carrying  on  tbe  plans  ibey  ba*e  iu  con- 


tails  of  the  bill,  viz:  that  tbe  officers  should  be 
taken  from  the  exisiiog  militia  ^officer*  of  the 
State  where  there  was  no  auihority  in  the  Ezec- 
ntiiBS  to  appoint  ibeni.  This  was,  however,  a 
matter  of  detail ;  but,  to  remore  tbe  difficulty  of 
hia  colleague,  he  would  offer  an  ameodmeDi  to 
Ae  resolution. '  Mr.  B.  then  moved  to  strike  out 
"whose  commissioned  officers  shall  be  appointed 
by  the  reapmtive  State  and  Territorial  authori- 
ties}"  and  insert  "who  shall  b«  commanded  by 
auch  officers  of  tbe  militia  of  the  States  aod  Tei-. 
litoriesto  which  such  companies  shall  respect- 
ively belong:  as  shall  be  deaignaled  by  tbe  £zecD- 
tive  anihoruy  of  each  State  or  Teniiory." 

Tbe  question  was  then  taken  on  oiling  the 
blank  with  "two"  years,  and  carried  wiibout  a 
division- 
Mr.  Q.  W.  Gamfhell  said,  he  had  before  fC 
marked,  that  this  was  a  paiiit  thai  would  be  most 
properly  settled  in  the  details  of  the  bill-  But,  he 
would  observe,  that  it  was  not  his  object  to  give 
tbe  appointment  of  the  officers  to  the  fLsecutive', 
but  that  tbey  ibould  be  appointed  by  the  req>ect- 
ire  authorities  provided  in  the  several  Slates. 

Mr.  BinwBLL  replied  that  the  op^aiioii  of  the 
amendment  would  not  be  such  as  the  gcoileiaan 
from  Tennessee  comhaited.  It  only  went  to  give 
the  Executives  of  the  States  a  right  to  designate 
for  tbe  command  such  of  the  existing  militia  offi' 
cers  as  ihey  might  think  proper. 

Mr-  Smilib  said,  he  was  against  the  amend- 
ment- In  the  Slate  be  represented,  tbe  militia 
had  a  right  to  make  eboiceof  all  their  (dcers, 
from  a  Colonel  downward;  and  he  bad  no  doubt 
of  there  being  many  men  in  the  ranks  who  would 
make  very  good  officers..  Aa  the  amendment 
went  to  limit  the  range  of  choice,  h«  was  liqsiiU 
to  it.    Tliera  were,  lixewiae,  othar  conaidciationa 


streogtben  the  attachment  both  of  men  and  offi- 
cers i  Would  Dol  pride,  top,  have  its  iofluenca 
on  themi  And  would- they  not  be  more  ready  U 
support  men  of  their  t>wn  choice  T  Was  it  not 
lo  men  being  advanced,  iiccording  to  their  ineti^ 
ihat  the  French  army  was  indebted  for  its  great 
aseffldenoy  T 

Mr.  AusTOx  said,  if  they  beaitaied  in  the  paa- 
sage  of  any  resolution  on  this  subject,  until  eveiy 
geotleman  was  satisfied  as  to.  the  modeofpfficefr 
log  the  militia,  there  was  no  period  which  couM 
be  assigned  tu  the  protraction,  as  in  every  Statea 
tlifiereoi  mode  prevailed.  They  could  never  ba 
able  10  get  along.  Could  not  gentlemen  agree  to 
give  up,  in  same  degree,  ifaelr  own  peculiar  ideai, 
when  an  object  of  so  much  impottaitce  waa  to  be 
effected  1  He  did  not  care  bpw  the  object  waa 
effected,  provided  it  was  conatiiaiionally  done. 

Mr.  Elmer  said,  iba  amendment  went,  aa  &t 
at  it  bad  any  operation. at  all^io  do  away  iKa 
prioai pie  contained  in  the  resolution,  .which- waa 
to  authorize  the  catling  out  a  body  of  volnnieeia. 
Iflhe  ameDdmeainre vailed,  the  meh  woiild  be  vol- 
unteers,  bill  the  officers  ba  draughted.  He  could 
not  see  where  the  difficulty  exisied.  The  resojo- 
tion  aulhodzed  the  President  (o  call  out  any  com- 
paay  oreompaoies,  which  mustconsisc  of  offiecn 
ai  well  aspitvstei)  the  same  would  be  the  case  ia 
the  iqsianaa  of  a  Ittraer  corps,  such  as  a  battalion 
ora.regiraeni;  and  iheonly  difficult  j  which  could 
arise,  would  be  with  respect  to-offioers  of  a  supa- 
rior  grade.  Should  (bene  be  a  difficulty  «n  ibi* 
head,  where  ona  coropaoy  was  taken  Irom  oae 
regiment,  and  one  from  another,  it  might  be  pro- 
vided for  in  the  detailii  of  a  bill.  For  these  rea- 
sons, be  should  vota.against  ihe  ameadioent.  . 

Mr.  Daka  called  for  a  division  of  the  qnestion ; 
when,  on  striking  ouf  the  words  moved  by  Mr. 
BiDWELL,  only  ten  memben  rose,  and  the  moiioa 
to  insert  tbe  other  wordi^  fell  of  course. 

Mr.  MAiTERa  thought  affiiin  looked  rery  seri- 
ous, and  be  rose  to  inquire)  whether  theae  wert 
all  the  meaaorea  contemplatad  to  be  tak«t1 
When  the  invaitioa  of  our  lerrilory  waa  in  que*- 
lion,  he  thougbt  the  moat  efficient  msosurea  ought 
to  be  adopted- 
Mr.  Q.  W.  C4iu>BBLi.  said  be  really  did  not 
■appose  it  was  fur  tha  Commrtiee  to  tell  lb* 
House  what  tbeyoagfai  to  do.  Tbey  bad  madea 
report,  in  part,  in  which  they  recommaaded  the 
adoption  of  such  measures  as  thef  coMidcrad 
proper  at  ihis  tine.  What  might  be  proper  lobe 
done  hereafter,  he  would  not  pretend  lo  say )  bat 
be  thought  there  might  he  a  general  concurrence 
in  the. measure  now  proposed,  even  by  those  wbo 
wished  to  aid  it  by  stronger  measures. 

Mr.  Kbllt  bad  no  objection  iq  autborixing  ibe 
acceptance  of  a  volunteer  corps ;  his  sole  objec- 
tion was  as  taths  proposed  mode.  He  believed 
such  a  measure  necessary,  but  be  could  not  give 
hi*  consent  to  the  terms  of  tbe  resolution,  or  to  ihe 
maniiar  ia  whieh  it  WBS  piopoaad  to  taiaa  thiafofCa> 
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If  be  ondersiood  the  rfport,  it  weni  to  raise  ■ 
force,  wbieb,  accDrding  to  ihe  first  renolulion,  was 
considered  oecefsary  for  Ibe  defence  of  New  Or- 
tems.  Tlie  lecand  resolutioD  prorid^f  for  the 
leeeptBDce  of  TofaQieers.  Tbis  force  was  Dot 
■iiliject,_  after  be iB|;  accepted,  to  the  authorii7  of 
the  United  Slates,  till  called  iato  actual  serTice. 
The  tesoluiioQ  araaanted  to  tbis  :<  When  ihe  vol-, 
nnteer  corps  offered  their  serricet>,  in  case  tbe; 
were  not  armed  aod  equipped,  tlieyare  (o  be  arm- 
ed aod  egui|^d  -at  the  expeoae  of  the  Uaiied 
Slam,  subject  10  the  call  of  the  Presidenl  of  tbe 
UnJied  SiBiea,  irithin.iwo  yean;  hut  not  iirtiject 
lo  ibe  rules  for  the  goveriiiiieiii  of  ifae  Army  aoiii 
called  iDtoacttial  serrice.  Wbea accepted,  they 
become  detached  from  tha  rules  for  ibe  gorero- 
ment  of  the  militia  of  tbe  reBpective  States,  wiib' 
toil  comifig  under  tbe  goTernmeitt  of  the  rules  of 
war,  and  inua  appear  to  be.  under  no' govern bkoI 
WfaateKcr.  Suppose  (he  President  should  accept 
of  i^eae  voluntevs  uaraedialely,  liiey  will  not, 
iu>twi[h3landlq|g,  uQiiL  called  iiito  actual  serTice, 
be  subject  to  bis  control,  they  wilt  beouly  subject- 
lo  uich  rales  as  they  may  chooee  to  preaeribe  for 
tbetoavlTes.  Now  It  may  bappeu  that  Toluoteer 
GOrpa  uiBTofier  at  New  Orleans,  who,  before  the 
eessioa  or  that  coualiy,  beloug^  lo  the  Kiue  of 
Spain,  and  who,  afteribey  are  armed  by  the  Uai- 
ted  States,  may  change  their  aCDiimeDts^  and 
chooB^Jo  g0  UDder  tb«  Oovernmenl  of  their  old 
maciers,  or  establish  theourUes. to  eatirely  de- 
tached corps;  UtkdoJC  this  vieir  of  the  subjeei, 
Mr.  K.  laid,  he  coald  not  be  ia  fa«u>r  of  the  reao- 
luiioB.  But  if  ii  could  be  so  modelled  as  to  an- 
iborize  tbe  President  to  accept  Toluste«r  corps 
wbicb  woald  pass  immediately  under  tbe  Qoreta- 
meot  of  the  United  States  he  would  agree  (o  it 

Mr.  Efpbb  said,  he  bad  bardly  supposed  tbera 
would  have  been  any  oeposilion  to  tbis  reaolulioa. 
Wben  ihey  considered  the  present  situation  of 
tbe  United  States,  and  wben  efery  man  would 
admit  that  it  was  right  lo  resort  M  preparatory 
measitres  of  defence  of  some  kind,  be  would  asK 
geatlemea  what  course  Ihey  would  wish  to  pur- 
tue  1  Would  they,  in  the  exiacing  posture  of  af- 
fairs, Tote  for  raising  an  umy,  when  ihfiy  waie 
not  ca-tain  tbaf  there  would  be  any  oecMion 
for  it  1  If  notf  what  expedient  was  left  7  Either 
lo  call  out  the  militia,  or  to  resort  Jo  a  system 
f£  volunteers.  Th«  objection  to.  Mlling  out  tbe 
u.ililia  bad  beeo  already  sialed.  Sjiuaied  as  they 
Were^  in  some  poiois  not  organize^  and  at  a  die 
tanca  from  the  scene  where  they  would  be  re- 
quired 10  act,  ibe  public  interest  would  materially 
suffer,,  if  we  trusted  exclusively  ^o  them.  On  the 
other  band,  if  volunteers  were  received,  if  their 
patriotism  was  allowed  to  rally  round  the  country, 
tberewas  reasfiu  to  believe- that  ibe^  would,  in 
every  respect,  prove  sufficient  for  iis  deftnoe, 
without  costing  iha  public  a  dollar  until  called 
into  actual  service.  Mr-  £.  said,hedid  not  know 
that  he  should  have  liaid  a  word  oh  tbia  subject, 
but  that  tbe  observations  of  the  genllemau  from 
Pannsylvania,  (Mr.  Kellt,)  required  some  no- 
lice.  We  bad  recently  acquired  territory^  aod 
men  wbo  auppoited  tbe  chaiaclar  of  Aqieucaiis. 


He  trusted  tbey  were  disposed  to  treat  and  cher- 
'  lb  them  as  sucTi,  and  not  fo  xlamp  ibem  with  tbe 
nputation  of  suspicion.  Wben  we  bave  b^eo 
nfficially  notified,  on  a  recent  occasion,  by  the 
President  of  the  Utiited  States,  that  they  have 
acted  with  fidelity  toward  us,  shall  it  be  sard  that 
they  may  hereafter  raise  their  arm  in  favor  of 
their  ancient  masters?  Mr.  E.  said,  be  begged 
leave  to  call  the  aitention  of  the  House  to  that 
pari  of  tbe  Message  Which  related  lo  (his  subject : 

■■  I  inform  jon,  with  srest  pleasure,  of  tbe  prompti- 
tnda  with  irtiich  the  inhabitants  -  c^  those  TsmtotiM 
bave  tandered  their  sh  licea  in  defence  of  their  eoimtry. 
[t  bw'donB  honor  to  thsaa^ec,  eaAtled  them  to  the 
oanSdenee  of  Ibatr  ftlhiw-cHiieDs  in  avery  put  of  the 
TInioii>and  nHut  strangthen  the  ganerat  deteimtaiitioii 
to  pMtact  then  •Acaeioaaly  Qndar.  all  dnuuistancaa 
which  may  oeenr."  • 

Shall  men,  thus  recently  praeenied  lo  oar  no- 

;a,  be  now  tvaaded  as  traitors  to  their  country  ? 

Mr.  Kelly  aaid  he  had  been  certainly  roiBui>- 
deratood.  He  did  oot  mean  to  say  any  such  thing 
as  had  been  intpuied  to  him.  He  bad  barely  said 
tbai,  if  accepted  aoii  not  called  into  actual  serfic^ 
s^me  of  them  might  hereafter  possibly  be  dispoaed 
in  favor  of  a  change  of  matter*.  He  did  not  meaa 
to  brand  the  people  be  had  refari«d  lo,biK  merely 
to  provide  against  what  might  be  deemed  a  p«Mw- 

Mt.  Q.  W.  Campbili,  said,  he  did  not  ez«ect 
that  tbis  snbjeet  would  bare  taken  up  more  ibaa 
a  few  minutes;  and  iie  should  not  bave  again  trou- 
bled ibe  Coiiimittee  but  for  theinsinuatjons  throws 
oat  by  ^CDttetBeD. 

The  geotieman  frosn  MaMacbuaetts  bti  inein- 
oated  that  stHoe  of  Ihe  valunteei  corps  might 
prove  RDfaiihful  to  iha  psited  States.  Wby  saeh 
an  idea  bad  been  ibiown  out,  be  could  not  eoto- 
prebend,  even  if  there  was  fear  of  such  a  result. 
Nbibing  was  morelikely  to  excite  the  feelings  of 
persona  ao  disposed,  than  to  know  that  tbey  were 
the  objects  of  our  suspicion.  Are  those  men, 
whose  services  are  wanted,  to  be  told  that  theV 
may  tarn  their  trAts  tigaiosi  their  coantryl  (• 
tbis  tbe  way  to  command  tbeir  services  or  their 
cOnfldeDcel  Mr.  C.  regKlted  tbis  inrinuation 
m^re  tbsnanytbing  b«  had  beard  (brown  out  in 
that  body.  Instead  of  this  treatmeot,  we  oagbt 
to  convince  them  that  ihey  possess  our  coofideoce, 
especially  a-i  every  gentleman  knew  that  ihecocn* 
pensatioo  offered  would  pay  scarcely  a  fourih  part 
of*  ibeir  ekpecses.  There  would,  therefore,  be  lil- 
ileioducement  for  them  to  turn  out,  if  Ihey  knew 
tbey  would  be'  the  objects  of  sDsptcioD. 

As  to  tbe  people  on  tbe  irontiers,  .there  was  aa 
little  ground  10  suspect  the  purity  of  1  heir  con- 
duct, as  tbe  conduet  of  penons  jn  the  heart  of  the 
Atlantic  States.  If  iberewerBCOBSpiralorsagaimt 
tbe  peace  of  the  country,  you  wiilfind  tbebody  of 
them,  said  Mr.  C.^  composed  of  men  who  have 
hilhbrlo  resided  in  the  old  parts  of  tbe  Confede- 
racy. Yuu  will  find  few  or  none  of  ibem  on  the 
J'ronliers:  and,  so-far  as  lam  acquainted  with  the 
people  of  this  couniry,  I  believe  there  is  no  -part 
of  them  more  attached  to  tbe  Government  and 
tbe  Uoioa  tbaa  the  Amaiioau  on  the  frootiei  aet- 
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dements,  and  I  majr  eziend  the  remark  to  a  large 
porlioD  of  the  forejgDers. 

Mr.  Elmes  believed  tbat  the  leDtiments  of  ihe 
geDilemaa  from  Peaosylvtuiia  were  sucb  as  re- 
quired notice  ia  the  details  of  the  bill,  in  which 
It  might  be  necessary  to  proride  for  the  safe-keep- 
ing of  the  arms  COD Gded  to  the  volunteers,  es  well 
as  to  determine  by  wbpl  rules  ihey  should  be  gov- 
erned until  ihey  were  iictually  called  into  service. 

Mr.  Daha  said,  ifa  bill'veie  before  the  House, 
it  might  be  propec  to  discuas  all  these  detail*. 
This,  however,  was  only  a  resolntion  fixing  the 
principle.  Ifa  bill,  it  wouM  t>e  totally  defeotive. 
It  contained  bo  provision  aa  to  the  gov^rDment  of 
the  body,  oi  as  to  the  staff  or  field  officers ;  but 
these  defects  would,  doubtless,  be  provided  for  i6 
the  bill.  Since,  bowevei],  he  was  up,  he  wodIiI 
■ay.  he  was  far  from  coDiKJeriog  the  obeervaiions 
of  nis  friend  from  Pennsylvania,  as  meriting  the 
animad versions  passed  upon  them.   He  bad  mere- 


there-  might  be  some  who  would  be  diuflected  to 
Ibe  United  Stales.  He  had  fixed  Qp  particular 
imputation  on  any  body  of  men.  Jf  he  wm8 
VTOnft  in  this  opinion,  he  was  wrong  in  believing 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  who  had  an- 
nonneed  the  uapleaaaat  fact,  that  enterprise*  had 
been  formed  against  the  possezsions  of  a  foreign 
Power.  Hia  friend  from  Pennsylvania  had  mere- 
ly alluded  to  this  idea,  without  specifying-  anf 
particular  point  where  sneh  disanection  might 
aitse.     .  ' 

Mr.  C1.ARE  said  it  appeared  tp  him  that  the 
gWllenMO  from  PeDnsylvania  bad  not  meant  any 

¥irlicular  allueion  to  the  people  of  the  Orleans 
erritory,  who  had  been  invariably  attached  to 
every  nation  ander  whose  protection  they  had 
bMD  placed.  He  was  able  to  state,  Irom  circum' 
stances  within  his  immediate  knowledge,  that 
when  the  forces  of  the  United  States  were  not 
inffioient  for  the  taking  possessioa  of  the  conn- 
try,  it  was  owing  to  the  men  under  hi^centmaad 
tMt  the  United  States  obtained  peaceable  posaee- 
aion.  The  people  of  the  Territory  had  offered 
their  Krvices  to  the  United  Slataa,  and  had  been 
disregarded  by  the  man  pat  over  lhem,.and  a  pref- 
erence given  to  another  corn*.  The>mlliiia  were 
ift  an  unoEnoized  state — there  were,  indeed, -no 
militia  in  Ae  Territorv.  But,  he  would  veittnre 
to  say  that,  whenever  taeir  services  w«re  required, 
they  would  come  forward  immediately,  and  wouli 
form  a  band  for  the  defence  of  the  country  j  and 
that  if  there  ahould  be  a  conspiracy  against. the 
United  States,  there  would  be  no  Louisianan  con- 
cerned in  it. 

Mr.  Bppbb  rose  merely  lo  pat  the  gentleman 
from  ConUeclteut  right.  The  gentleman  from 
Pennaylvania  had  specially  alluded  to  the  militia 
at  Oiieans,  and  had  spoken  of  their  ancient  mas- 
tars. 

The  qnestion  was  then  pot  on  the  resolution, 
wfaieh  was  agreed  to  without  a  dividbn ;'  when 
the  two  resolutions  ntn  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mitter to  bring  in  a  bill. 

And  theu  the  House  adjourned  until  Friday. 


FaiDAV,  December  26. 
Another  member,  to  wit:  MatthCw  CuiT, 
from  Virginia,  appeared,  and  took  his  seal  in  the 
House;  and  anotlier  new  member,  to  wit:  Deh- 
Nia  Smelt,  from  Oeorgia,  returned  to  serve  in 
(his  House,  as  a  member  for  the  said  State,  in  the 
room  of  Joseph  Bryan,  who  bas  resigned  his  seat, 
appeared,  produced  bin  credentials,  was  qualified, 
and' took  his  seat  in  the  House. 

Mr.  Elliot,  oue  of  the  members  from  the  State 
of  Vermont,  presented  to  tbe  House  certain  pro- 
ceedinn,  ana  a  resolution  ot  the  Legislatore  of 
Ihe  said  Stale,  concurring  with  the  resolutions  of 
the  State  of  Kentucky,  proposing  an  amendment 
CO  the  Constitution  of  tke  United  Slates,  "for  eon- 
fining  the  judiciary  power  of  the  Gonrts  of  the 
United  Stiles  to  cases  in  law  and  equity,  arising 
under  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United 
States,  and  treaties  made,  or  which  shall  be  made 
under  their  authority;  cases  affecting  Ambassa- 
dors, oilier  public  Ministers,  and  Consuls ;  cases 
of  admiralty  and  maritime  jorisdiction  :  contro- 
versies to  which  the  United  States  shall  be  a  pa^ 
ty;  and  to  coal  rovers  ies  between  two  or  more 
States;"  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  oa 
Ihe  table.  ^ 

Mr.  Marion  presented  to  the  House  a  petition 
of  sundry  merchants  of  Charleston^  in  the  State 
of  South  Carolina,  which  was  reoeived  and  read, 
pAyIng  rMlef  for  depredations  committed  on  the 
ships  and -other  vessels,  with  their  cargoes,  bein^ 
tbe  property  of  the  petitioners,  while  in  the  paraoil 
of  their  lawfalcotumerce,  by  tbe  prirateers  and 
vessels  of  War  of  the  French  Republic. — Referred 
to  Mr.  Marion,  Mr.  Eives,  Mr.  Clinton,  Mr. 
Tallhadob,  Mr.  CnTTBi  Mr.  Dickson,  Mr^ 
BLOitNT,  Mr.  FiKDLET,  and  Mr.  Tennbt  ;  to  ex- 
amine and  repMt  their  opinion  thereupon  to  the 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Newton, 

Betolved,  That  tbe  President  of  the  United 
States  be  reiiiiested  to  Cause  to  be  laid  before  this 
Hotise  tbe  number  and  itate  of  the  frigates,  aa4 
such  other  information,  touching  this  subject,  as 
may  be  in  his  aosseasion. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Newton  and  Mr.  Smilii 
be  appointed  a  eomrmltee  to  present  to  tbe  Presi- 
dent -of  the  United  States  the  foregoing  resolution. 

Tbe  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
tbe  Whole  on  the  bill  making  appro  pria  I  ions  for 
the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  Slates, 
dnring  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
seven.  -Thebillwaaieported^thseverat  amend- 
meats  thereto  i  which  were  severally  twice  read, 
and  a^eed  to  by  the  House. 

(Mend,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  aiiiend- 
men  ts,  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  on  Mon- 
day next. 

Mr.  FrNOLEY  presented  to  the  House  a  petition 
of  Montgomery  MoBlour.a  chief  of  the  Delaware 
tribe  of  Indians,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  oibet 
chiefs  of  the  said  tribe,  which  was  received  and 
read,  stating  that  at  a  treaty  held  by  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  United  Slates,  and  the  Delaware*, 
PoctaAatimies,  Miamies,  &c..  and  approved  of  by 
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thePreaidmt  of  the  United  Siales.  on  thetwentf- 
fonrlb  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  huodred-  and 
■is,  an  imposuioi)  was  praciiseil  upon  the  said 
CommisEioDeTi  in  sigrutg  the  nsmes  of  the  chiefs 
of  bis  oBtioD,  who  were  not  present  at  the  said 
treaty,  whereby  the  Delaware  .tribe  bate  been  uQ' 
JDStly  depriT«d  of  their  lands,  and  the  imprbve- 
menia  thereon ;  and  praying  that  Congress  will 
direct' a  sorreir  of  land  to  be  oiade,  inotudiog  the 
lower  town  or  the  aaid  tribe,  on  the  Sandnsky, 
with  all  their  improTements,  to  be  secured  to  the- 
preiPiit  inhabitants  of  their  two  towns,  and  their 
Aein,  fbrerei. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
PuUie  Land*. 

PONISHMEnT  OF  CEtfTAm  CRIHB8. 

On  motion  ofMr.  Dawson,  the  House  resolved 
itcelf  into  a  Cotntnitiee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill 
pTOTidiDg  for  the  pooishment  of  certain  crimes 
agaiaai  the  United  States,  tKhich  was  read  by  the 
ChairmaD,  as  follovs: 

A  Bill  pnjriding  lot  the  panishment  of  oertain  crimat 
ogminat  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted,  bu  the  Senate  and  Hottieof  itttprt' 
Bcrdativet  of  the  Uniied  Slatei  of  America  in  Con- 
jreu  atMtibkd,  Tbnt  if  afij  person  or  persona  ibBll, 
within  the  territor;  or  jurisdiction  kf  the  United  8tate>, 
begiD,  OT  1^  on  Ant,  or  provide  or  prepRTe  the  mekat 
hr  way  mititai^ .expedition  or  enterprise,  with  intent  of 
tskiDg  poMBMiDn  of  sn;  fort,  UMaal.  magaziDe,  dock, 
■Bxrj  ^aid,  or  an;  ptibtio  veasd  of  ths  United  Stain, 
at  oS  inndng,  or  ocmpTing  with  an  ann«d  fbnx,  anj 
put  of  Uie  Doited  Stel«l^  or  the  teriitoiies  thereof,  or 
wi^  iotaotiin  an;  other  maimer,  of  leTTing  wuagwnst 
Iha  United  Statoi,  or  of  adliering  to  the  eneniies  of  the 
•ud  Stal«a  i  or  who,  with  intent,  aa  aTorenid,  ih^ 
Domfaine  or  conipira  jog«th«r,«r  ahaU  eoootel,  adviae, 
or  attempt  to  set  on  foot,  proTida,  or  prepare  Ihs  m 
for  anj  inch  militai;  expedition  or .  enterpiias,  i 

procure  an;  uunrrectian,  unlawful  ajsenbljuoi  < 

tnnation,  for  snch  purpose,  sitlioagh  such  eipedition  or 
enterprise  shall  not  be  carried  tnco  eSket,  and  whetiwr 
inch  conspiracy,  counsel,  advice,  or  attempt,  sh^  have 
Iho  propoaed  a&et  or  not ;  aieiy  soch  person  or  per- 
■ona  so  oflfending,  shall,  npan  convictioq,  be  adjudged 
gnilt^  of  a  hjfh  miadenMsiior,  and  shall  sofler  fine  snd 
imjsuanment,  at  the  ^icretion  of  the  court  in'nhich 
the  coniictlpn  shall  be  had,  to  asthataadi  fine  shall  not 
exceed thoosand  dollan,  or  be  less  than —  dol- 
lars, nor  ttie  tana  of  impriaonment  be  nore  Ifasa  -^ — 

7e«n,  or  less  than ^  years;  andftirUter,  at  the  dis- 

owtion  of  the  court,  be  holdeo  to  find  sareUet  for  Us, 
or  tboir  BDod  bdiarionr,  in  snchsum,  and  for  such 
tenn.aa  Ae  said  CDort  may  direct:  Fnmdtd  ahoagi, 
That  nothing  bweiii  eoBtaiaed  shall  be  oenstraed  od  m 
M  preTent  the  trial  and-  pavishnent  of  uty  peison  or 
persona  goil^  of  treason,  murder,  or  any  other  ofibnce 
punishable  by  any  law  or  latu  of  the  United  Sutea. 

Sic.  3.  And  be  it  further  enatled.  That  the  trial  of 
be  sbarementianed  oOencea  may  be  bad  in  an;  of  the 
districts  or  territories  where  tmj  of  the  act*  constifnt- 
hlg  the  oflsnea  shall  hsVe  been  committed,  aikd  all  the 
•eta  ootistitiiting  the  offeoce  ma;  be  bronght  in  eri- 
dencs  on  such  trial,  in  whsterar  part  of  the  United 
States,  or  tha  territories  thereof,  they  may .  ha*e  been 


tice  of  the  United  States,  or  of  an;  State  or  TerritOT; 
poaseseing  anthority  to  bind  to  the  peace  and  good  be- 
hariOT,  that  an;  person  intends  to  commit  any  misde- 
meanor pmrided  against  b;  this  act,  it  shsU  be  lawful 
for  Buoh  judge,  or  justice,  to  cause  eucb  person  to  be 
broaght  before  him,  tind  to  require  fiom  such  person 
good  and  sufficient  sureties,  in  such  sum  as  shall  be 
deemed  reasonable,  that  he  sbsll  not,  by  an;  act  to  b« 
done  within  fbe  United  States,  or  the  territories  Uiera- 
of,  commit  an;  offence  sgaitut  this  act,  within  t^e  tern 
of  one  ;esr,  or  such  longer  term  as  the  ease  ma;  leas- 
(uably  require,  and,  in  de&utt  thereof,  may  oommit 
such  parson  during  such  lenq. 

■  Sac.  4.  And  be  li  /Mihtr  enatted,  Tbti,  in  ereijr 
ease  in  which  a)i;  military  eipaditlon  or  enterprise 
shall  b^  begun  or  set  on  foot  contrary  to  the  prohUii- 
tions  and  proriaions.of  thisact,  it  ihall  be  lawfiil  fir 
(he  President  of  the  United  Suias,  or  such  other  offi- 
cer as  he  shall  have  empowered  for  ^at  purpose,  la 
employ  such  part  of  the  land  or  naval  force  of  tha 
Umted  Butea,  or  of  the  militia  therof,  as  shall  be 
Judged  necesaar;  far '  the  purpose  of  preventing  the 
canTing  on  of  such  expedition  or  enterprise. 

Sac.  6.  And  be  it  further  enatled,  That  in  all  cases 
of  insurrection  or  obstruction  to  the  laws,  either  of  the 
United  States,  or  of  sn;  individnar  State  or  Territory, 
where  it  ia  lawful  for  the  Presidenlof  the  Unite  1  States 
to  call  forth  militia  for  the  pnrpase  (tf  suppressing  such 
.  insurraotion,  or  of  causing  the  laws  to  be  duly  executed. 
It  diall  ht  laitfql  for  him  to  employ,  for  the  same  pur- 
poaea,  anch  part  of  the  land  w  naval  force  of  the  Uol- 
tsd  State*,  as  shsU  be.  judged  necessary,  nnder  tha 
.same  restrictions  aai  conditions  as  are  b;  law  pnmdad 
and  required  on  the  emplo;Q]ent  of  mili^  in  Uie  same 
cfte. 

Th«  first  blank  it)  the  first  section  was  filled 
with  ''ten;"  the  second  with  ''five  hundred:"  the 
third  -with  '^ten  f^  and  the  fourth  with  "one." 

The  third  section  haviilg  been  read, 

Mr.  J.  Clat  said,  it  appeared  to  him  that  thii 
section  gave  moat  extraordinary  powers  to  the 
justices  of  the  peace.  In  the  State  which  he  rep> 
seoted,  a  jnslice  of  the  peace  was  authorized  to 
bind, over  an  individual  \intil  a  superior  judge  or 
court  should  have  an  opportunity  of  investigaiinjg 
thecase.  But,  accordiog  to  the  provisions  of  this 
section,  an  ignorant  justice  of  the  peace  might 
bind  over  an  io'dividual,  or  imprison  him  for  ■ 
year,  or  longer,  if  be  could  hot  find  sureties  for  bis 
good  behaviour.  He  would  also  inquire  what 
evidence  was  required  of  the  intention  of  the  ac- 
cused to  commit  the  acts  recited  io  the  biH  1  The 
expression  wasj  "  whenever  it  shall  appear  to  the 
satisfaction"  of  any  judge  or  justice  of  the  peace. 
No  evidence  wee  required  of  an  overt  act.    It  as- 

Sared  to  htm  thet  this  provision  was  extremely 
Dgeriins.    He,  therefore,  moved  to  strike  out 
the  leciioo. 

In  reply,  it  Was  said  by  Messrs.  R.  Nelson  and 
Dawsoi),  that  the  object  of  this  section  was  to 


punishable  by  the  hill,  the  same  authority  thej 
possessed  in  [no  case  of  crimes  oomnutted  against 
a  forencn  Power. 

Id  the  progress  of  the  discussion,  it  was  fnrlhei 
remarked  by  Mr.  J.  Guar,  that  thia  (ection  ireiC 
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to  punish  persons  on  mere  auspieion.  This  >p- 
peirrd  froni  comparing  the  proTisions  of  ihe  first 
■eciion  with  ihose  or  ihis  epcmqu.  The  fnrmsr 
provided  for  the  punish  rneut  of  persons  who  ^houl(l, 
wiihio  "  the  lerriiory  or  iurisdiciioa  of  ihp  United 
'  SlBtea,  begin,  or  set  on  fool,  or  provide  or  prepare 
'  the  means  (or  any  miiitiry  ezpedidon  su  eoter- 
'  prise,  vith  intent  of  takine  poseeBsioD  of  an; 
'  fort,  arsenal^  magaxiae,  dock,  oavy  yard,  or  any 

*  puUic  veswt  of  the  Uaited  Buiea;  or  of  iBrad- 
'  log  or  orcupying,  with  an  armed  foree,  aoy  part 
'  of  the  United  States,  or  the  territories  thereof, 
'  or  with  intent,  in  aay  otfarr  maDner,  of  lerying 
'  war  BgaiMt  tlie  United  States,  or  of  ndfaerin;  to 
'tbe  enemi^a  of  ifafe  said  StatM ;  or  who,  with  in- 
'  tent  as  aforeaaid,  iball  combine  or  coinpire  'to- 
''l^ether;  or  ihall  eonnse),  adrise,  or  attpmpl  to  set 
'  on  fooij  proride  or  prepare  the  means  for  any 

*  such  military  expedition,  or  enterprise,  or.lo  pro- 
'cure  any  insurrection,  unlawful  assembly,  or 
'  combination  for. such  pucpose,  although  such  ex- 
'  pedition  or  enterprise  shall  not  be  carried  into 

*  elTecl,  and  whether  such  conspiracy,  counsel,  ad- 
'  vice,  or  attempt,  shall  have  lUe  proposed  eqect 
'  or  not."  On  examining  the  third  sectioi),  it  would 
be  seen  that  this  extraordinary  power  was  ^ven 
to  any  juries  of  the  peaceto  whose  satisfactioo  it 
ahajl  appear  that  any  person  intends  to  commit 
any  such  misdemeanor.    Mr.  C.  sgid  ha  wiahed 


«  military  expedition,  or  whKl  degi 
nally  would  attach  to  a  person  intending  to  ad- 
Tiie  the  making  of  such  preparaiions.  He  trusted 
the  section  would  foe  strickeu  out,  and  that  the 
Commiitef  woold  rise^  in  which  case  bt  wouU 
then  roof  e  to  reeommtl  the  till. 

Mr.  R.  Nelson  acknowledged  the  section  to  be 
Busceptible  of  the  meaning  sJTeu  it  by  the  geotte- 
man  ftum  PeonsyUania,  which,  however,  he  said 
bad  not  been  intended  by  the  select  cqmqiittee 
who  reported  the  bill.  But  he  hoped  that  the 
aeciioo,  iusteed  of  being  stricken  out,  would  be 
kmended.  It  appeared  to  him  that  it  might  he 
ao  amended  as  to  remoTU  treif  objeiition  that  had 
been  urged  to  it.  By  Requiring  evidence  to  be 
given  on  oath  before  the  judge  or  justice,  ihey 
Were  eoapowered  either  to  recognise  or  aommit 
the  eccnsed;  and  bv  limiting  the  recognisance  or 
confinement  until  tne  next  term  of  the  court,  and 
by  striking  out  the  words  "  intends  to  commit," 
he  thought  the  section  would  be  rendered  anex- 
ceplionable.  If  the  motion  to  strike  out  should 
be  rejected,  Mr,  N.  said  he  would  offer  aa  amend- 
ment  to  this  effect,  to  strike  out  the  exceptionable 
part  of  the  seciioii^and  provide  that  aay  person 
who  shall  eommit  a  tnisderoeanor  agaiost  the  act 
may  be  bound  over  by  a  justice  or  judge,  to  his 
food  behaviour,  to  the  next  term, or  be  committed 
la  case  ^e  faiU  to  £ad  sureties. 

A  debate  of  considerable  length  ensued  on  Mr. 
J.  Cl.AT'a  raolioD  to  strike  out  the. section,  in 
which  Messrs.  J.  Clat,  Bly,  Dana,  Holland, 
Fiaa,  Q,DiHCY,  Kellt,  Dwioht,  and  HAariNjGS, 
supported,  and  Messrs.  R.  Nelson,  Sootbasd, 
Sloan,  Cook,  and  Alston,  opposed  it. 


By  the  former  genilemefi  tbe  principle  em- 
braced by  the  section  was  pronounced  unconsti- 
tutional, noprecedenied,  and  dangerously  lavasive 
of  the  most  sacred  rights  of  the  citizen. 

By  the  latter,  the  necessity  of  a  modification 
conforoiable  to  that  saggested  by  Mr,  Nelbon, 
was  admitted. 
As  there  was  no  substantial  difference  of  opin- 
n  avowed,  it  is  deemed  altogFther  HuperQnuus  to 
Iter  into  a  whler  detail  of  the  atjuoieiits  ad- 

The  motion  to  strike  out  the  section  was  csn 
ried  by  a  large  majority,  eighty  nerabera  rising 

tbe  affirmative. 

TIte  Committee  then  rose,  and  asked  lean  to 
sit  again,  which  was  refused  bv  the  tiotise  j  when, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  J.  Clay,  ine  bill  was  recom- 
mitted to  Messrs.  Dawson,  SmIlie.  Ely,  Sloav, 
T.  W.  TaoHPBOH,  Nelson,  and  Dana. 


MoNDAT,  December  29. 

Several  other  members,  to  wjt :  from  Massachn- 
setts,  Phandel  Bisbdfi  from  New  York,  Goa- 
DON  S.  MuuFonn  sod  Nathan  Williams  ;  liom 
New  Jersey,  Wiujaw  Helhs  ;  from  Kentucky, 
ioBN  FowLEB^and  tlKDelrgaie  from  tbe  lodiaua 
Territory,  Benjanjm.  Pabeb  ;  appeared,  and  look 
their  seats  io  the  House. 

.  An  engrossed  hill  making appropriaiipoa  for  the 
support  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  Staiea,  during 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nena, 
was  read  the  third  time,. add  passed.  - 

Mr.  J. Randolph, from  theCoiamitteeof  Wan 
and  Means,  presented  a  bill  supplementary  to  tat 
aet,  entitled  "An  act  maktog  proviirioit  for  tbe  r» 
demption  of  tbe  whole  of  the  public  debt  of  tbe 
United  States;"  which  was  read  twice,  and  cotD- 
mitted  loa  Committee  of  tbe  Whole  en  Friday 
nest. 

IHPOilTATION  OF  8LAVS8. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  E ably,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Commiitee  of  tne  Whole  on  the  bill 
for  the  prohibition  of  the  slave  trade.      ' 

The  discussion  of  the  amendment,  which  was 
offered  on  a  former  day  by  Mr.  Bii>WGU.,tu  strike 
out  of  the  third  secliait>oinuch  as  declares  a  for- 
feiture of  tbe  slavac,  was  resumed  by  lb«  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  FiKDUir  was  in  favor  of  the  aneDdmeDl; 
He  hoped  that  the  slaves  wotild  not  be  forfeited, 
but  bound  out  for  a  limited  perioJ  as  apprentices. 

Mr.  Bidwbll, — h  appears  to  meibat  all  the 
ot^eotions,  which  have  been  tirged  a^nsi  the 
amendmeDt  under  consideration,  may  be  reduced 
to  two.  1.  That  a  forfeiture  is  necessary  to  de- 
prive the  importers  of  every  motive  to  introduce 
any  slaves  into  the  country,  and  thu^  render  the 
prohibition  completely  effectual.  2.  That  if  the 
slaves  are  emancipated  and  turned  loose  in  the 
SuuiherD  Stales,  tbey  will  be  a  desiruciirt-  nuis- 
ance to  the  people  of  those  States,  Neither  of 
theie  objections  is,  in  my  apprehension,  well 
founded.  If  the  motion  to  strike  out  prevails, 
anoi bet  amendment  may  be  made,  declaring  that 
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the  importer  has  no  right  <o  the  bIbvcs,  which  he 
iotrodaces.  Tbii  will  be  a  deelaratioa  coerarm- 
mble  10  tbe  sttte  of  [hin^  and  in  exact  aceord- 
anee  with  the  laws  of  nature  and  of  Dstioni.  It 
h  not  ia  order  io  offer  ao  amendmeat  now,  biit 
if  the  present  molion  prevails,  I  desisn  to  pro- 
poie  ait  aiDeDdrDent  to  this  effect.  This  wtll 
•tiswer  the  parpose  cotnpletety,  and  remove  rrotn 
the  importer  erery  temptation  to  eogage  in  thi^ 
traffic.  The  ideaof  forfeiture  proceeds  wholly  on 
m'fal&e  priitcible.  It  jmpUes ihatlhe  importer  has 
•  tight  to  the  elaves.  But  an  amendmebt  like 
that  which  I  have  lu^^sied  wilt  dec  fa  re  the  fact 
tiiati;  it  wil^be  ioofbrraatJe  14  truth.  Bat  if 
the  aeetioa  panes  as  it  now  is,  with  'the  elautw  of 
fbrfeitnre  retaioedj  we  r«cofl|aise')n  our  stattrte 
book  a  fBtse  prioeiple,  which  neiiher  the  Consti- 
tution, nor  the  laws  of  the  United  8ute«,  bare 
s/er  authorized,  to  wit:  that  a  property  may  t»e 
had.in  humiko  brin^.  The  Constitution  fted 
laws  bare  always  left  the  disposiiioq  of  slaT«  to 
the  States,  and  hitherto  have  never  recogaiwd 
(be  iwinciple  of  sUvery. 

But  if  vre  io  not  forfeit  the  nrcroea,  the  oue*- 
tioh  IB  asked  agaiu  and  aiain,  with  ait  air  of  tri- 
nmph,  what  is  to  be  doite  with  themf  For  my 
part  I  had  rather  strike  out  ike  sectio'o,  aod  do 
soihinff  ki  ali  thao  retain  the  fbrfeitore.  It  we 
ia  nothioff  we  shall  net  increase  the  evil.  They 
will  then  M  left  to  the  States  to  dispofe  of,  accord' 
i»^  to  the  State  laws.  This  will  not  iocrease  the 
evil.  1  am,  however,  willing  to  a;;tee  -to  any 
pTBcticable  mbdeof  oispbsJDgof  them.  But  at 
any  rate,  1  am  for  striking  out  the  forfeiture,  and 
opposed  to  disgracing  oar  statute  hook  with  a  re- 
cogaition  of  the  principle  of  slkvery.  ' 

Mr.  Q,UH(CT. — Since  there  is  ao  general  an 
agreement  as  to  (he  end,  I  wish  it  were  pos.«ibre 
we  could  unite  mOre  perfectly  as  to  the  means. 
Those  in  fsroi  of  forfeiture  are  anilous  for  both  - 
ingsomach  as  to  prohibit  totally  the  impoftation 
of  dave*.  Indeed,  it  is  for  tfai»  very  reason'tbey 
are  in  ftvoi  of  i^  became  they  assert,  and  to  my 
iBind  on  uMueitionahle  ground,  that  this  is  your 
Mtly  effiwtaa!  meaos-or  prohihitfoo.   They  are  also 


D  their  being  made  free  in  the  Sonthern  States, 
thai  is  out  of  the  question.  The  policy  of  thOse 
Slates,  ibe  fim  duty  of  self-preservation,  forbid  it. 
On  the  other  hand,  those  'kgainst  forfeiture  not 
only  wish  10  prohibit  their  importation,  hot,  if 
/imported,  they  declare  they  do  not  desire  they 
ihoold  be  made  sIaTes,or  even  set  free,  withro 
those  State*  where  thi;:  class  of  persons  in  such 
great  numbers  exist.  Now  is  it  not  possible  for 
ns,  who  agree  in  so  man;r  particulars,  to  approach 
oitaaimity,  at  least  on  this  poinf?  This,  11  seems 
■0  me,  wonid  be  effected,  if  the  honorable  mover, 
(Hr.  BtDWBLL,)  and  the  gentleman  from  Ver- 
mont, (Mr.  KiaE,)  would  descend  from  their 
high  abstract  ground  tothelevelofthiogs  in  their 
acioal  state^sueh  as  have,  do,  and  will  exist, 
after  your  lawn,  and  in  spite  of  them. 

The  argument  of  my  colleague  is,  "forfeiture 
'implies  a  right,  vested  in  importers.    Now  it  b 


'  dis^eeful  to  the  United  States  to  admit  such 
'an  tmplicniion.  The  importer  hasnoright.  He 
'  liOuld  acquire  none.  Tb>se  persona  are  free  by 
'  the  law  nf  nature — as  free  as  any  of  us.  The 
'African  Prince  who  sold  them  wis  a  usurper. 
'  TbepurchasersinAfrica  were  trespassers  Bgaintft 
'the  law  of  nalnre.  They  cannot  acquire  any 
:  right efpronerty  in  these  persons,  and  it'isshame- 
'  fill  for  the  United  Suies,  by  forfeiture,  to  admit 
'it."  Sir,  the .concluiioos  of  the  gentleman  are 
perfectly  correct — his  principles  are  solid.  No 
I94n  in  this  House  denies  either.  Refertbisques- 
tioo  between  the  African  Prince  and  bis  stibjccts, 
and  between  the  Afrfcati  itnd  his  impoiter,  to  five 
bandred  juries  in  New  Englsod,  and  Qve  hundred 
times  a  verdict  would  coincide  with  the  principles 
and  reasonings  of  my  colleague,  fiotihe  raiafor- 
tune  i>,  that,  aotwiibstaading  all  these  true  and 
unquestionable  principles,  the  African  Prince,  at 
this  day,  does,  and,  afiei'  our  law  passes,  witl  sell 
bis  auhjects.  To  all  praciieal  purposH,  a  title  is 
acquinfd  in  them,  and  they  are  passed,  tike  other 
property,  from  one  to  another,  in  their  native 
rouotry.  But  this  is  not  the  worst.  A  title  ia 
this  description  of  persons  is  not  only  allowed  in 
Africa,  hot  is,  and  mtist  be,  after  your  law  passes, 
in  a  large  sectioa  of  yonrown'country.  The  gen- 
tlemen frum  thai  part  of  the  United  Stairs  tell 
ynu  that  they  canaoi  be  allowed  to  be  free  among 
them.    The  Brst  law,  self- pteser  rat  ion,  forbids  it. 

Now  this  is  that  real,  practical  slate  of  things 
to  which  I  ioviie gentlemen  10  look,  and  on  which 
they  oBght  tole^i^laie. 

I  ask  coooerning  it,  how  ooght  we  to  reason? 
What  is  our  duly  I  " 

First.  D9  all  you  can  to  prohibit.  Next,  V  yon 
Ail  in  thi^'if,  in'spitc  of  your  laws  and  their 
penalties,  this  description  of  persons  be  hrought 
into  the  United  8iaies,'then  place  yourselves  in 
sneh  a  siination  as  may  enable  yon  be^t  to  mo- 
iiorate  the  condition  of  this  Unhappy  class  of  men, 
oonsbt'eat  with  self- prefer  rat  ion,  and  witb  the 
deep  stake  which  an  important  section  of  the 
coDDirv  has  in  the  policy  which  you  adopt. 

On  Doth  accounts  foiieit  Fimt.  beeatKe  it  h 
(he  best  Hteans  of  probibitioD:'  I'lie  gentleman 
from  Oeorgis.  (Mr.  Bahly.)  declares  it  is  the 
only  DRans  by  which  you  c^o  do  it  effectually. 
The  argument  he  uned  on  this  point,  on  a  former 
day,  is  to  my  mind  oooclustre.  From  the  sit- 
nation  of  the  Southern  States,  particularly  .Geor- 
gia, you  can  only  prevent  the  IraOe  by  taking 
awsy  the  inducement  to  purchase.  And  ibis'can 
only  be  done  by  making  the  right  of  every  pur- 
chaser be  forfeited  as  a  penalty^  Next,  if  contrary 
to  yoar  laWs  they  be  imporied,  they  are  thrown 
on  the  humanity  of  the  Uoiied  States,  They 
are  brought'  here  by  our  cirizens,  and  it  is  the 
duty  <tf  the  Natioaal  Government  to  reserve  the 
control  of  them,  so  as  lo  be  certain  thai  the  best 
i:<  done  for  the  amelioration  of  their  condition  thai 
oUr  own  safely  permits.  Ob  this  accooct,  forfeit. 
It  is  only  as  a  commercial  regdlation  that  the  Na- 
tional Oovemmeni  can  g^t  this  control.  If  wa 
do  no!  lake  that  tide  in  these  persons  in [o  the 
United  Slates,  which  the  taws  of  someSute*  re- 
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cpgDJse,  io  ihose  States  (hey  are  slaves — ibey 
muat  be  Elaves.  Those  States  ean  never  permit 
tbem  to  be  aaythiog  else.  This  can  only  or  doot 
by  forfeiture.  The  character  of  your  policy  will 
depend  upon  wbal  you  do  with,  them  after  the 
forfeiture.  OeoiletaeD  reason  b9  if  (hose  peraoDs 
were  iaeTitabl^  (o  be  sold  uader  the  bammer. 
Certainly  (his  is.  not  (be  neccEsary  coDsequeoce. 
Are  they  na(  af[er  forfeiture  at  your  controll 
Uay  you  not  do  with  them  what  is  best  for  hu- 
man beings  in  tbat  coadidon  in  which  tbese  mbe- 
rable  creatures  are,  when  ibey  first  arrive  in  tlya 
country,  naked,  helpless,  ignoraDCof(>ur  language, 
our  climate,  our  laws,  our  character,  ainl  om 
manners?  Are  vou  afraid  to  trusf  the  National 
OoTernment,  and  ye^  by  refusing  to  forfeit,  will 
you  throw  tht^  under  the  oontrol  of  the  States, 
all  of  whom  may,  and  some  of  .tbeo^  will,  and 
must,  make  tbem  slaves  ?  ^  .  ,  ' 

But  the  great  objection  to  forfeiture' is,  "it  ad- 
mits a  title."  I  answer,  Srst,  this  does  not  neces- 
sarily follow,  AU  tbe  eSeCi  of  forfeiture  is,  that 
whatever  title  can  be  acquired  in  th«  cargo  shall 
be  Tested  in  the  United  Stales.  If  (be  argument 
of  the  gentleman  be  correct,  and  the  species  of 
cargo  be  such  as  that,  from  the  nature  of  the 
tbiitg,  no  title  cao  be  acquired  in  it,  then  nothing 
eaa  vest  io  the  United  States;  and  the  only  ope- 
nti(in  of  forfeiture  is  to  divest  the  importer's  color 
of  title  by  the  appropriate  commercial  term — 
perhaps  tbe  only  term  we  chd  use  effectual  to  this 
ptupose,  and  which  does  D«t  iotecfew  with  the 
rignts  of  the  States,  ^rant  that  these  persons 
have  all  the  rigbts  of  man ;  will  not  these  rights 
be  as  valid  against  the  United  States  as  aciudst 
Ike  importer ;  and  by  taking  all  color  oftitle  out 
of  iba  importer,  do  we  not  place  (he  United  States 
in  the  beat  possible  situation  tu  give  efficiency  to 
the  rigbts.  or  man,  io  respect  to  (he  persons  so  im- 
ported? But,  bex(,let  us  agree  that  foriWiture  does 
admit  a  species  of  title,  lost  on  bne  side  and  ae~ 

SQired  on  (tie  other ;  such  as  toe  cannot  prevent 
sing  recognised  in  those  States  where  ll^se  im- 
portations will  most  frequently  take  place:  I  asl(, 
which  is  best,  and  which  moslbumane?  Admit  a 
title,  gain  it  for  the  Unit^  States,  and  then  make 
these  misarable  creatures  free,  under  such  circum- 
stances, and  io^such  time,  as  their  coodition  into 
which  they  are  forced  j^rnlits,  or  deny  the  possi- 
bility of  acquiring  a  title,  and  leave  them  to  be 
slaves  1 .  But  my  coUea^e  (Mr.  Bidwbu.)  has  a 
aovereisn  specific  for  this.  He  says,  "  we  do  not 
make  tlieta  slaves,  we  only  leave  them  to  the 
law.s  of  the  respective  States."  But  I  ask,  if,  tb« 
laws  of  all  tbe  States  may,  and  those  of  some  of 
the  States  do,  and  necesaarity  wiH  make  them 
slaves,  "by  leaving  them  to  the  operation  of  th? 
laws  of  these  States,"  do  we  not  as  absolutely 
make^them'slaTes  as  thougb  we  voted,  tbem  to 
be  such  in  this -House?  To  my  mind,  when  we 
have  the  power,  if  we  fail  to  secure  to  onrseiviis 
the  means  of  giving  iheib  their  freedom,  under 
proper  modiScatious,  we  baye  an  agencf  in  mak- 
Ing  them  slaves.  To  me  it  seems  that  the  amend- 
ment proposed,  striking  out  the  forfeitureg  will  de- 
/cat  ilie  very  cod  its, advocates  have  m  livw. 


Really,  sir,  I  fear  it  will  happen  to  the  honorable 
mover  of  the  amendment  (Mr.  BinwELi,)  as  it 
happened  to  another  celebrated  asserter  of  Afri- 
can rigbts— I  mean  tbe  renowned  Kpight  of  La 
Mancba.  ^eall  recollect  that  while  tbat  worthy 
Knieht>wai,  with  all  the  real  bonesty  in  the 
world,  descanting  on  tbe  moral  fitbesB  of  things 
.OD  the  eternal,  unalienable,  imprescriptible  rights 
of  man  !— tbat  during  all  thai  time  he  was  eser- 
cisictg  himself  and  lostrueting  others  on  these 
themes — the  very  prr^ons  be  had  undertaken  to 
deliver — the  gre&t  African  Princess  Mieomipona, 
Queen  of  the  great  African  Kingdom  Micomicon, 
with  her  father,  her  mother,  her  brothers,  her  sis- 
ters,, in  sbon  hei  whole  &m>ly,  weM  left  in  abso- 
lute and  irretrievable  slavery :  their  fetters  not 
knocked  off,  nor  their  shackles  lightened,  nor  oae 
ny  of  light  thrown  in  upon  their  prison.  And 
yet  the  gqod  Knigbt,  witn  all  possible  aelf-com* 


placency,  aniride  of  hia  tbeorics,  was.couchiog  bis 
lance,  scourins  the  plain,  tbe  mirror  of  philan> 
thropie  chiy,alry.  tbe  very  cr^m  of  the  milk  of 


lance,  scourins  the  plain,  tbe  n 
thropie  chiy,alry. 
bomsn  kindness ! 

Now,  I  say,  sir,  a  tittle  more  practicable  good, 
and  a  little  less  theoretic  impulse/  Reason  and 
legislate  acooiding  to  the  actual  state  of  (hia  de- 
acripdoQ  of  peisens.  Pkce  yourselves  so  as  to 
do  the  best  possible  for  their  good,  '  Tkey  are 
throwDOoyourmercy.  DonoitrnstAooihers,  Yon 
can  be  most  certain  Inis  power  will  noi  be  abused 
in  Your  owi]*bands.  Forfeit — because  ibis  is  the 
technical  word  for  getting  tbe  cooxrol  of  tbem, 
and  the  only  certain  way  of  makiuff  tbem  secure 
of  your  humanity.  But  what  shalfhie  d  one  with 
(hem  1  That  js  a  subsequent  consideration.  It  is 
enough  for  me.to  know  tbat  (bin  House  cao  never 
do  anything  with  (hem  which  bQmani(y  and  self- 
preservation  do  not  dictate.'  Ql^ntlemeD  will  not 
pretend  that  these  Africans  have,  more  rights  by 
nature  tban  Qur  children.  And  yet,  in  every 
parish,  poor  children  are  bound  qut,'wi(hout  (heir 


helpless,  ignorant,  and.  incompetent  as  such  chi^ 
drea,  and  tbe  wisdom. of  the  Natibcal  Legislature 
certainly  can.  and  I  have  no  doubt  wil^  devise, 
means  to  make  them  useful  members  of  society, 
without  any  infriagement  of  the  rights  of  man, 

Mr,fiABKEB  deemed'tbe  forfeiture. necessary  to 
render  the  prohibition. effeciualj  otherwise  the 
negroes  would  be  landed  on  the  shore,  and,  the 
vesselr  and  captains  who  hrought  tbem  escaping, 
they  would  be  taken  up  and  made  slaves.  Mr.  B. 
was,' however^  unwilling  to  recognise  the  prin- 
ciple, that  a  right  of  property  could  be  had  in 
slaves.  He  wished  tbat  they  might  be  taken  care 
of  by  tbe  Government,  and  comfortably  provided 
for.  He  was  against  turning  tbem  loo^e  on  tbe 
people  of  the  Soutbern  States,  ^amsaity,  which 
should  baezteoded  to  the  whites  as  well  as  to  the 
blacks,  forbids  it. 

Mr,  F(SK  was  for  striking  ouL  He  thought  the 
l«nn  forfeiture  implied  that  the  importer  had 'a 
right  till  divested  hy  statute.  If  (be  genttemes 
against  the  amendment  are  sincere  in  their  en- 
deavon  to  prohibit  the  trade,  they  will  vote  for 
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sinking  out  the  forfeiiare.  There  is  no  need  of 
such  a  prorisjon.  Ii  wait  never  thought  that  people 
or  property  shipwrecked  belonged  to  the  finder. 
Just  so  with  sraTFs  when  brought  here.  Tber 
cannot  be  said  ia  truth  to  belong  to  any  one.  It 
is  oar  duty  to  take  then)  and  proride  for  them,  if 
tbey  need  any  assistance.  Mr.  F.  declared  nis 
conCnrreQce  in  the  plan  saggesied  by  the  gentle- 
man  Trom  PemisjlTania,  (Mr.  Findlbt,)  to  bind 
tfaem  out  as  apprentices. 

Mr.  MA<ioit,  (the  Speaker.)— i; he  gentleman 
from  VermoD^  who  has  just  .sat  downj  says-,  if 
we  are  sincere  in  oni  endeBvors  to  prt^lbil  the 
■lave  trade,  we  shall  agree  to  the  amendment. 
In  answer  to  this,!  shall  onljr  observe  that  our 
sincerity  must  be  tested  by  em  actions,  not  by 
oar  words. 

I  still  consider  this  a  commercial  question. 
The  laws  of  naEions  have  noihing  more  to  do 
with  it  than  the  laws  of  the  Turks  or  the  Hindoos. 
We  derife  our  powers  of  legislation  no!  from  the 
laws  of  nations,  but  from  the  Constitution.  If 
this  is  not  a  commercial  question,  I  would  thank 
Ihe  gentleman  to  show  what  part  of  the  Coii»titu- 
tioQ  gives  us  any  right  to  legislate  on  this  subject. 
It  is  in  vain  to  talk  of  tuining  these  creatures 
loose  to  cut  our  throats. 

The  gentleman  fVom  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Bid- 
well)  says  that  no  right  to  the  slaves  Vests  in  the 
importer.  If  this  is  so,  why  in  the  name  of  Qod 
are  you  legislating  on  the  subject?  Why  do  you 
not  leave  them  to  themselves,  like  the  Irish,  Ger- 
mans, and  other  Europeans,  who  Sock  to  our 
shores?  But  if  the  importer  has  no  right,  whence 
do  you  obtaiii  the  right  lo  bind  them  oat  as  ap- 
prentices 1 

Suppose  we  leave  them  as  the  gentleman  from 
HassachiiseIt3(^Mr.BiD  WELL)  has  suggested,  what 
will  become  of  them  7  They  will  be  smuggled  in 
and  made  slaves.  All  the  ar^ments  which  I 
have  yet  heard  have  served  to  confirm  the  opin- 
ion Ib&t  a  forfeiture  ia  the  only  efieclual  mode  of 
Jrohibilion;  and  though  our  sincerity  has  been 
Dubted  with  an  if.  yet  I  iKlieva  every  member  in 
this  House  is  aolicitous'to  put  a  complete  stop  to 
(his  nefarious  tra^c. 

Mr.  SuiLiE. — I  confess  I  still  hold  the  same 
opinion  on  this  subject  as  before.  We  cannot 
pasa  this  bill,  so  long  as  this  forfeiture  is  in  it,  and 
support  a  fair  oational  character. 

The  honorable  Speaker  has  stated  one  idea,  and 
that  boldly,  too,  which  I  confess  is  lo  my  mind 
very  novef— that  we, cannot  lake  up  this  subject 
except  on  commercial  piinciples.  I  shall  make 
an  observation  or  twol  since  we  are  challenged  on 
the  subject,  to  see  if  tne  doctrine  i*  correct. 

We  cannot  hinder  i&h  trade  till  1S06,  but  then 
our  power  will  be  unlimited.  Suppose  aa  Ameri- 
can should  go  to  Turkey,  or  any  other  part  of 
Europe,  and  kidnap  the  uaoffendmg  inhabitants 
there,  will  the  honorable  Speaker  say  we  cannot 
punish  him  except  on  commercial  piinciples  1 

But  this  question  ia  connected  with  piinciples 

of  a  higher  order  than  those  merely  commercial. 

1  beg  leave  on  this  occasion  to  refer  to  the  piinci- 

^eaoflT76,  which  have  indeed  been  siocelaughed 

0th  CoK.  Sd  Sesb.— 8 


Independence  Contains  this  sentence:  "  We  hold 
'these  principles  to  be  self-evident,  that  all  men 
'  are'  'crea^ed  equal ;  that  they  ate  endowed,  by 
'their  Creator,  with  certain  inalienable  rights; 
'  that  among  these  are  life,  libeity, and  (he  pursuit 
'of  happiness."  Will  (hehonorable  Spealier  lell 
us  how  these  rights  are  connected  with  commer- 
cial principles? 

The  gentlemen  from  the  South  say,  if  we  turn 
loose  these  Africans,  they  will  be  a  terrible  puis- 
ance,  and  (he  whole  tnhahiiants  will  be  compelled, 
in  self-defVoce,  either  to  enslave  or  destroy  them. 
I  confess  I  caonot  see  the  force  of  this  argument. 
If  this  is  a  fair  and  honest  account,  every  man  in 
the  Southern,  Slates  will  lend'a  hand  to  execute 
the  laWj.and  prevent  the  introduction  of  so  dread- 
ful a  calamity.  But  if  the  forfeiture  is  retained, 
and  the  Southern  people  want  staves,  the  only 
difference  under  the  law  will  be,  that  the  United 
States  will  supply  them  by  furnishing  those  for- 
feited negroes. 

Mr.  Sloan  said  he  would  not  detain  the  Com- 
mittee long.  He  h»d  hastily  drawn  up  an  amend- 
ment, which  he  thought  would  meet  the  mind  of 
every  gentleman.  Re  was  sensible  of  itH  imper- 
fection, and  that  it  would  want  altering  in  the 
wording  to  make  it  correct.  He  wonltl,  however, 
beg  leave  to  read  it.  The  amendinent  was  to  the 
following  effect:. 

Bt  it  enacted,  Jfe.,  That  whenever  any  ^btm  shall 
be  imparted  inU>  this  country  sAm  tim  Isl  of  Januaiy, 
I80B,^if  brought  into  a  Stale  whos«  laws  do  not  per- 
mit stavery,  they  shall  be  Tree  ;  if  brought  into  ■  State 
whose  IsiTS  do  aatboriM  slivvj,  aoch  alavea  shall  be 
transported  back  to  Afiica,  and  if  that  ii  not  piaclica- 
bte,  Uiey  Aall  be  bound  out  as  apprentices. 

Mr.  Cook  was  in  favor  of  the  motion.  Unlesa 
the  slaves  are  forfeited,  we  can  have  no  jurisdic- 
tion over  them.  It  would  be  a  D^w  mode  of  legia- 
latiou,  and  most  singular  law,  ta.bind  them  out 
without  their  consent.  Mr.  C.  could  s«q  no  ob- 
jection to  the  term  forfeiture. 

Mr.  Finm-BYj  in  aoiwer  to  the  Speaker,  in- 
quired if  the  rights  appertaining  to  the  United 
Slates,  by  the  laws  of  nations,  wete  not  vested 
In  Congress,  who  would  exercise  them  1  Clearly 
they  were  not  vested  in  the  Btategorernments ; 
of  coarse  th<fy  were  vested  in  the  National  Legia- 
lature.  Congress  has  manifestly  a  right  by  the 
laws  of  nations  to  expel  aliens.  The  s»tion  in 
the  Constitution  which  forbids  us  to  prohibit  the 
importation  of  slaves  till  1808,  clearly  implies, 
that  were  it  not  for  the  restraining  clause,  we 
should  now  have  the  right  of  preventing  any 
aliens  coming  to  this  country.  Otherwise,  why 
this  restraint  inserted  in  the  Constitntjon? 

It  has  been  said  (hat  we  cannot  bind  them  out 
against  their  own  consent.  True,  but  if  they  are 
unwilling  to  be  bound  otit  for  their  own  aovao- 
tage,  we  shall  be  compelled  (o  do  it,  or  make 
slaves  of  them  on  principles  Of  self-defence. 

Mr.  Southard  observed,  that  the  subject  seemed 
really  to'  be  exhausted,  tnit  he  would  assign  one 
reason  for  bis  vote.    He  was  opposed  to  striking 
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out  the  forfeiluie,  till  be  had  seen  some  other  plan 
devised.  He  hadaDotberobjeciion  lo  ibeameiid- 
lueDi.  It  would  leave  the  slaves  Id's  worse  con- 
dition (ban  the  forfeiluie.  Besides,  Mr.  S.  ibonght 
the  focfeitare  the  effectual  wajr  of  stopping  the 
trade. 

Mr.  J.  Ct^T  was  a^inst  (ha  amendment.  He 
thought  it  must  appear  to  eTer7  man  of>  commoo 
sense,  that  the  question  could  be  considered  in  a 
commercial  point  of  view  only;  why  is  the  re- 
■traint  in  the  CunBiitutioa  coupled  with  the  lib- 
erty of  imposing  a  tax?     ' 

The  gentleman  from  MassacbusettE  (Kfr.'Bin- 
well)  has  *laled  a  great  deal  about  the  laws  of 
uaiious,  and  my  colleague  (Mr.  Stirufi)  has 
quoted  the  Declaration  itf  Independence.  But 
neither  of  them  basanylhi-og;  to  do  with  the  ques- 
tion. The  DeClaialioD  of  fndependeace  is  lo  be 
taken  with  a  great  cjualiGcatlon.  It  declares  those 
men  have  an  inalienable  right  lo  life;  yet  we 
hang  criminals — to  liberty,  yet  we  imprifoo — to 
the  pursuit  of  happiness,  yet  tie  must  not  infringe 
on  tne  rights  ofotoers.  If  the  Declaration  of  In- 
dependence is  taken  in  its  fullest  extent,  it  will 
warrant  robbery  and  murder,  for  Mine  maj'  think 
e*en  those  crimes  necessary  to  their  batipibes^. 

The  gentlemac  from  MasMchuieils  (Mr.  Bin- 
whul)  lias  Yinually  acknowledged  that,  by  the 
laws  of  nations,  we  have  norlRht  to  meddle  with 
the  negroes  .in  opposition  to  the  importers  ;  else, 
why  is  the  amendinent  which  he  has  suggested 
necessary  to  make  them  free?  On  his  principles 
they  w'ould  be  so  without  this  detlaratlon.  Con- 
gress has  no  right  to  bind  them  oui,or  losay.  thai 
■  pvaou  wtto  is  by  a  State  law  a  slave,  shall  be 
fiee. 

Mr.  Chahdleb  thought  the  present  amend- 
ment, coupled  with  the  one  w-liica  his  colleague 
(Mr.  Bidwell)  designed  to  propose,  if  the  present 
motion  obtained,  would  prove  as  effectual  as  a 
forfeiture.  Then  the  States  may  dispose  of  the 
negroes  imported  as  ibev  please.  In  Massach 
aetts  ibev  would  probalny  be  made  free,  and 
(be  SoutbeTD  Slatea  sold  as  slaves.  Mr.  C.  was 
in  favor  of  the  motion. 

Mr.  HabtinO!<. — In  1800  a  law  was  passed  to 

eohibil  the  carrying  on  the  slave  trade  from  the 
nited  Stales  to  any  foreign  place  or  country. 
This  law  declares  that  the  vessel  employed  in 
such  trade,  together  with  her  tackle,  apparel,  or 
guns,  and  the  goods  or  effecti,  other  than  slaves, 
which  shall  ba  found  on  board,  shall  be  forfeited. 
It  also  declares,  that  all  persons  interested  in  such 
vessel,  shall  be  precluded  from  all  right  or  claim 
to  the  slaves  found  on  board  such  vessel,  and  from 
kit  damages  or  retribution  on  aceouol  thereof. 
This  law  has  been  in  operation  tnore  than  six 
years,  aod  no  evils  have  resulted  from  it.  1  can- 
not anticipate  the  evils  which  some'genilemeii  ap- 
prehend from  striking  out  this  clause  ia  regard  to 
forfeiture.  Let  ibe  States  take  care  ta  provide 
against  any  evils  from  this  source.  We  shall  do 
this  at  the  Eastward.  If  the  Southern  people  are 
alarmed  at  the  apptehansioa  of  making  these 
alaves  free,  lei  them  prevent  it  by  a  municipal 
regulation.    But  I  hopa  tbeOeneral  Qoverument 


will  never  be  disgraced  by  nndertakiag  tosdlhur 
man  beings  like  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise.  I 
was  in  favor  of  the  bill,  as  it  was  reported,  with  a 
clause  punishiag  the  imponaiien  of  slaves  with 
death.  It  is  certainly  a  crime  of  the  highest  order. 
Piracy,  forgery,  and  sinking  vessels,  with  intent 
to  defraud  underwriters,  arb  all  punished  with 
death.  Yet  these  are  crimes  only  against  prop- 
erty  ;  .whereof  the  importation  of  alavef,,a  crime 
committed  against  the  liberty  of  man,  and  infe- 
rior only  to  murder  or  treason,  ii  accounted  noth- 
ing but  a  misdemeanor. 

Theqiiestion  being  taken  on  the  motion  to  wit: 
to  strike  out"  of  the  third  section  so  much  ai  da- 
clared  a  forfeiture  of  the  alave^  it  waa  lost-r 
yeas  38,  nays  63, 

Mr.  Eablt  obsnved  that  aereral  additional 
amendments  were  necessary.  By  the  third  sec- 
tioD.  a  ship  once  engaged  in  the  slave  trade  is 
liable  to  be  seized  and  forfeited  at  any  future  pe- 
riod. On  moliso  of  Mr.  £.  this  clause  was  struck 
out — yeas  44,  nays  3S. 

Mr.  E.  offered  an  amendment  to  prevent  one 
judgment  under  this  bill  being  a  ba.r  to  another, 
on  Uie  grotind  that  a  friend  might  be  employed  lo 
prosecute  a  collusive  judgment  obtainei^  and.  the 
siBiote  thus  evaded.  This  motion  was  mpportti 
by  Mr,  Earlt  aad  Mr.  Williaubi  and  opposed 
by  Messrs. BinicELL,  ELY,and  J.  Ranuolpb.  On 
dividing  the  House,  two  members  only  rose  in  ths 

Mr.  M.  WiLLiAHa  offered  an  amendment  pro. 
Fiding  that  foreigners  who  may  violate  the  act 
should  suffer  the  same  penalties  as  our  own 
citizens. 

Mr.  Eablt  thought  the  gentleman  could  not 
have  minutely  considered  uie  provisions  of  the 
})ill,  or  he  would  have  perceivea  that  the  moiioa 
was'  improper,  as  the  caae  waa  sufficiently  pro- 
vided fori 

Mr.  M,  Willi  A  us  thought  thisand  some  other 
amendments  necesaary,  but  as  the  gentleman  from 
Oeurgia  (Mr.  Easli)  had  been  ao  long  employed 
in  manufacturing  the  bill,  be  would  withdraw  his 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Earlt,  an  additional  clanM 
was  annexed  to  the  Srat  section,  providing  that 
the  owners  and'masters  of  vessels  employed  in 
the  slave  trade  should  be  imprisoned  not  exceed- 
ing ten  years,  nor  less  than  five  years. 

Mr.  Ghahdleh  moved  that  the  blank  should  be 
filled  with  forty  instead  of  ten— yeas  3. 

Several  other  amendments  effecting  the  de- 
tails of  the  bill  were,  on  motion  of  &&.  Earlt, 
adopted. 

After  two  several  times,  on  putting  the  question 
on  the  amendments,  it  appeared  that  there  wat 
.not  a  quorum  in  the  House. . 

The  GomoiiitFe  rose  and  reported  the  amend- 
ments to  the  House, 


TuEBDAT,  December  30. 

Mr.  BtDWGLL,  from  the  committee  to  whom 

was  recommitted,  on  the  nineteenth  instant,  the 

bill  to  revive  and  make  permanent  "An  act  to 
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prescribe  the  mode  tif  (akiog  evidence  in  cases  of 
eoDtealed  elections  for  nieinbers  of  the  House  of 
RepreieDiaiiTes  of  the  United  StEtte^  and  to  com- 
pel the  attendance -of  witnesses,"  and,  in  additiun 
to  (he  rame,  made  ft  rep  rt  thereon ';  vhicb  was 
read,  amt,  together  vitti  the  bill,  eommitted  to  a 
Committea  of  the  Whole  Hodse  on  Thursday 

Mr.  BoTLH,  from  tlie.CqTiimitlee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  who  were  directed  by  a  resotucipo  of  the 
HoQse,  of  the  I8th  instant,  "  to  inquire  i»to  the 
expediency  of  repealing  so  niruch  of  the  act  of 
Congress,  of  the  24th  of  March,  18M,  as  limits  the 
time  in  which  locaiions'af  Tirginia  militarj'  war- 


which  was  read,  andi  referred  . 
the  Whole  House  on  Monday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bibbett,' 

Ordered,  Thai  the  petition  of  Bnshrod  Wash- 
ington and  Lawrence  Lewis,  acting  eiecntort  of 
General  Qbdhoe  Wabbinqton,  presented  to  this 
House  on  the  fourleemh  of  March  last,  be  refer- 
ml  (0  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

The  House  resolved,  itself  into  a. Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  making  appropriation  for 
the  sunport  orthe  Militarv  Establishmeat  of  the 
Unitea  States,  for  the  rear  ons  [hoiisaod  eight 
hundred  «Bd  seren.  Tue  bill  was  reported  with 
aereral  a  mm  dments  thereto,  which  were  sere- 
Tally  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  ameDd- 
meots,'  be  engrossed,  aod  read  the  third  time  co- 


Ordered,  That  (he  Committee  of  the  Whol« 
House  lowborn  was  committed,  on  the 'twenty- 
third  instant,  the  report  of  a  select  committee  on 
tlMpetit4on  ofthe  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of 
Aleitndria  and  Washington,  be  discharged  from 
the  farther  coiiside ration  thereof. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  re- 


toiiay 


I,  was  agreed  to  by  the  House, -as 


Meaolvedy  That  the  -prayer  of  the  said  memo- 
rial is  reasonable,  and  ought  to  be  granted. 

Ordered,  That  a  bilL  or  bills,  be  brought  in, 
pursuant  to  the  said  resolution ;  and  that  Mr.  Diw- 
BOH,  Mf.  Haosodbr,  Mr.  Ahoersok,  Mr.  Veb- 


Hr.  Eablt,  from  the  Committee  of  Comro 
and  Manufactntes,  preeenied  a  bill,  for  the  relief 
of  Stephen  Kingston;  which  was  read  twice  and 
Qommitied  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Uondaf  next. 

AMBBICAN  SEAMEN. 

Mr.  Dah A  said,  that  the  House  would  recollect, 
that  on  a  former  occaslou,  it  had  been  remarked 
by  the  honorable  Speaker,  iba(  if  the  American 
merchants  would  agree  «>  employ  only  seamen  of 
our  own  country,  a  great  controtersy  subsisting 
with  Great  Britain  would  be  at  an  end.  The  res- 
olatjon  he  held  in  his  hand  had  for  its  object  the 
bolding  out  ioducemenls  to  oor  merchants  for 
einpJoyiBg  Atnericaa  seamen.    Various  pririlegea 


were  already  ^nted  bj  law  to  Am 
cbants  oarigatmg  American  vessels,  generally  de- 
numinited  discriminating  duties,  which  extended 
to  vessels  built  in.tbe  United  Slates,  and. owned 
br  citizens  of  the  United  Stales.  If  it  should  be 
also  provided,  that  lo  entitle  ibem  lo  ibis  discrimi- 
nation, a  certain  proportion  of  the  sesmea  navi- 
gating such  vessels  shall'be  citizens  of  the  Untied 
IBtatea,  it  will  become  die  interest  of  the  merchant 
to  employ  Americani  in'  preference  lo  foreign  set- 
men.  Of  such  a  prorisiOn  it  would  be  a  necea- 
sary  appurtenance  that  the  names  of  the  seamen 
shall  appear  on  the  strip's  papers,  aod  thus  there 
would  oe  on  board  of  each  vessel  a  document, 
establishing  the  citiitensbip  ofthe  mariners,  inea- 
palile  of  transfer.  Mr.  D.  concluded  wilb'moving 
the  following  resolution : 

Retolvtd,  That,  for  tba  anooongement  and  secim^ 
of  the  seamen  of  the  United  Bt&tei,  it  ia  sipedient  to 
make  prOvirion  that  registered  ships  or  vessels  ^hich 
msj  be  BtDplojed  in  voyages  to  foreign  ports  after  tbe 

day  (rf — ^,. shall  not  continue  to  enjoy  the'pro- 

visions  appertaining  to  ships  or  vessels  of  the  Dniled 
StatM,  nnlesa  some  proportion  of  the  mariners  on  boai4 
the  aame  ih^be  dOaens  of  the  IInit»d  BUlea. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  oo 
Monday  Week. 

SEOSCffi  LITTLE. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Commlltet 
of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of  Jtv  Committee  of 
Claimson  tbe  petition  of  George  Little.  The  te- 
pori  is  in  favor  of  allowing  the  claim  of  the  pett- 
liooer. 

Messrs,  Holmes,  Dana,  J.  Clat,  and  duiNcr, 
supported,  and  Messrs.  BtowBLi.,  D.  R.  Wii^ 
LiAMB,  Maoon,  and  VtanUM,  opposed  the  report, 
which  was  agreed  to — ayes  65,  noes  45 ;  in  which 
report  the  House  concurred— yeas  67,  nays  46,  aa 
follows : 

Y«A>— E^an  Alexander,  Willis  Alston,  jr.,  ^nrwell 
Basaett,  &ilaa  Betton,  Junes  M.  Broom,  John  Bajie, 
Martin  Chitlenden,  John  Claiborne,  Joseph  CUyt 
George  ClialoD,  jr..  Orchard  Cook,  LeoDsnl  Coving- 
ton,  Kkhard  Cutis,  .Samuel  W.  Dsoa,  John  Daven- 
port, jr,  John  Dawsen,  William  Dickson.  Theodor* 
Dwight,  Peter  Eaflv,  James  EHiot,  Caleb  Ellis,  WB- 
li&m  Ely,  John  Fowler,  Seth  Hastings,  WitliAm  Helm, 
David  Holmes,  David  Hough,  ^ohn  G.  Jackwin,  Wal. 
let  Jones,  James   Kelly,  Nebemish   Knight,  Joseph 


Mumfbrd,  Jeremiah  ^elson.  Thomas  Newton,  junior, 
Jonah  Quincy,  John  Ilea  of  Peunaylvania,  Jacob 
Richards,  John  Kusseli,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smilh, 
Samuel  Smith,  RichaiJ  Stonlbrd,  Joseph  Stsntont 
William  SteJoiAn,  Lewis  B.  Sttuges,  Samuel  Taggsn, 
Benjamin  Tallmsdge,  Samuel  Tenuey,  Thomas  W. 
ThompMn,  Abram  Trigg,  Philip  Van  Corllandt,  Kil- 
lian  K.  Van  ReoBselaer,  Daniel  C.  Verplanok,  Peleg 
Wsdsworth,  Elip^alet  Wicke^  Marmaduks  Willtiama, 
Nathan  WiUisms,  Alexander  Wilson,  and  Thomas 
Wynna.     ' 

Nats— TsRSc  Anderson,  John  Archer,  DSvid  Bard, 
Joseph  Barker,  Genrge  M.  Bcdinger,  Barnabas  Bid- 
well,  John  Blriie,  jr:,  Thomas  BlounV.'Ilobert  Brown, 
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■WiUistQ  A.  BurweU,  William  Butler,  Lbt!  Cbmj,  John 
Cbandler,  Mittbew  Claj,  John  Clopton,  Frederick 
Coniad,  Ezts  Dirbj,  Eliae' Eaile,  Ebcnezer  Elmer, 
John  W.  Eppea,  WUHbiq  Findloy,  Jamea.Fiak,  Edwin 
On;>  Andrew  Gtcgg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  SiJu  HnJeey, 
Junes  Holl&nd,  Thomaa  Kenan,  John  Lambert,  Pat- 
lid  Hagnider,  Joaiah  Hasten,  David  MeriwethBr, 
lliomu  Moore,  Gideon  Olin,  John  Porter,  John  Pigb, 
John  Bbea  ofTenneuee,  Thomas  Samtnoni,  Tbomaa 
Sandfoid,  Ebeneier  Seanr,  John  Smilie,  Jouph  B. 
Tamiun,  John  Whitebill,  Bobert  Whitehill,  David  R. 
WiUiuna,  and  Joaaph  Wiiuton. 

WBDHEaoAT,  December  31. 

The  Speiker  laid  before  tbe  Hooie  a  letter 
fiom  the  Secretary  of  (Ire  Treasury,  iransmiiting 
■  slatemeot  of  the  jM-eseni  sliuation  of  (he  direct 
UX ;  from  which  it  appears  that  S1,3B4,066  have 
been  received,  that-oear  $176,000  are  outhtanding, 
and  that  the  expenses  of  collectioD  already  lucer- 
tained  amouot  to  $120,000. 

Mr.  HoLHEB,  from  the  Coifimittee'  of  ClaimB, 
presetited  a  bill  for  (he  ralief  of  George  Little; 
which  was  read  tvice,  and  C9mmitled  to  a  Com- 
miitee  of  (he  Whole  on  Friday  next. 


United  Sla(e3,  for  the  year  ooe  thousaod  eigh( 
bandred  and  seven,  was  read  the  third  time  and 
pused. 

IMPORTATION  OF  BLAVE8. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  tbe  aoieiid' 
meota  reportea  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  tweatv-niDth  iDstanc,  lo  the  bill  to  prohibit 
the  importation  or  bringing  of  slaves  into  the 
United  S(a(eii,  or  the  territories  thereof,  after  the 
3tsi  of  December,  WhereupoOf  the  first  amend- 
ment being  again  read,  in  (he  words  foUowiSg: . 

"Sic.  1,  line  7,  Strike  out,  froiD  the  word  'tlae^  to 
dte  end  of  tbe  aectioD,  the  UiO/yw'nig  words : 

"And  if  an;  panon  or  persona  shall,  after  the  said 
dkir^-first  day  of  December,  traniport  or  bring,  or 
CMUe  lo  be  transported' or  brongbt  into  the.  Ignited 
States,  m-  the-territeries  thereof,  any  negro,  mnlatito,  or 
person  of  color,  contraty  to  tbe  true  intent  and  mean- 
ing  of  thia  act,  every  penon  or  persooi,  so  offending, 
Aall  be  gnilty  ofielony;  sod  being  thereof  convicted 
*"'~  !  any  Conrt  of  the  United  States,  having  compe- 


ar, hi 


,  ahall  aofler  death ;"  and!  ui  liev  Ibere- 


"And  if  any  penon  or  peiaons  sbiU,  ailer.the  aaid 
ddrty-flrit  day  of  December,  transport  oi  bring,  or 
cause  to  be  transported  oi  brought  into  the'  United 
Slates,  or  tbe  territories  thereof,  any  negro,  mnlatlo.  Or 
panon  of  color,  contrary  to  the  trae  intent  and  meaning 
of  tbia  act.  every  peraon-or  penona,  so  offending,  ahaD 
be  deemed  gitilty  of  a  high  miademeancr,  and  being 
convicted  before  any  Conrt  having  competent  jarisdic- 
tkm  shall  sofBnr  hnpriaonment  ru>t  more  than  ten,  nor 
bM  than  Bre  yean:" 

On  the  question  of  agreeihg  to  this  amendinent 
K  long  debate  arose. 

Mr.  SbOAif  was  decidedly  opposed  to  (heatnend- 
meot.  He  was  aware  (hat  some  might  charge 
him  with  depaning  IVom  his  ^ell-known  peacca- 
Me  principles,  ia  contending  for  so  sangiuDary  a 


pDnishmeni  as  death.  But  many  crimes  inCenot 
CO  this  were  punished  with  death, and  he  thought 
that  there  ouglit  to  b^  a  proportion  in  iheae  Ihin^ 
Mr.  S.  slated  the  hardships  of  the  Africans,  and 
the  cruel  circumsiaoces  attending  their  imporia- 
(ion,  and  insi&ied  on  (he  magnituiJe  of  the  crime 
at  considerable  length. 

'  After  some  conversation  between  Mr.  Snilib 
and  the  SpEAKEtt,  on  a  point  of  order,  Mr.  Dani, 
'  called  for  a  division  of  (he  question.  The  que*- 
lion  was  accordingly  divided,  tbe  first  being  on 
striking  out  of  the  biU  so  much  as  inflicts  tbe  pun- 
ishment of  death. 

Mr.  Ely  was  against  strikine  oat.  He  deemed 
tbe  crime  in  question  as  one  of  the  most  heinous 
kind. and  one  whichiiughl  Co  be  punished  capitally. 
But  his  principal  reason  for  advocating  fp  severs 
a  punishment  was,  that  he  thought  jt  the  most 
eileatual  method  of  putting  a  Btopto  tbe  trade.  The 
other  provisions  of  the  bill  were,  in  his  opinion, 
not'sufficient.  If  the  punishment  of  death  was 
inflicted,  he  presumed  no  persons  would  venture 
to  enrage  in  the  trade,  and  run  the  risk  of  being 
punished,  especially,  «s  the  tiafSc  is  one  of  tbe 
most  uncertain  and  perLloua  kinds.  It  is  said,  ii 
you  punish  With  snch  severity,  none  will  inform  ; 
[Alt  will  any  one'venture  to  run  the  risk  under  this 
impression?  Mr.  E.  ihau^t  not.  Besides,  this 
i»(nemo$t  humane  puoi^ment,  because  it  will 
most  eflectuallr  prevent  the  accumulation  of  mis- 
eries that  resuU  from  the  trade.  It  will,  also,  re- 
move all  the  difficulties  oil  the  Rubject  of  forfeit* 
,  ure,  hyprevenling  the  introduction  of  slaves- 
Mr.  TALLHAnaa  said,  he  considered  the  qaes- 
tioQ  before  the  House  to  be,  whether  we  should 
strike  OQt  that  part  of  iba  secijon  which  attaches 
the  crime  of  feloof  to  this  nefarious.  traAc,a'nd, 
of  course,  annexes  to  it  'tble  punishment  of  death. 
He  imsted  the  House  would  not  consent  to  strike 
out  that  clause  of  the  bill,  the  retention  of  which 
should  receive  his  hearty  support, 

Since  I  have  had  (he  honor  of  a  seat  in  this 
House,  I  can  scarcely  recollect  an  instance  in 
which  the  members  aeem  so  gentrally  to  agree  in 
the  principles  of  a  bill,  and  yet  diner  so  widely  as 
to  its  details.  There  seems  to  be  ^reat  uiiaaimitjr 
reimecting  the  atrocity  of  the'crime,  but  a  wide 
difference  of  opinion  as  to  the .  measures  necessa- 
ry to  prevent  it.  To  me,  it  is  matter  of  surprise 
as  welt  as  of  regret,  that  gentlemen^  who  appear  s» 
ardently  engaged  (o  prevent  the  introduction  of 
slaves  into  our  country,  should  not  be  willing  to 
onite  with  lis  in  proviuing  for  it  an  adequate  pnn- 
ishmen(.  The  evils  wliicn  may  be  expected  to  re- 
sult from  this  commerce,  if  persisted  in,  will  fall 
on  the  Sonthem  States;  and  the  Eastern  and 
Middle  States  are  accused  of  carrying  it  on.  IC 
this  he  the  fact,  and  gentlemen  are  sincere  in  (bcir 
declaradons,  why  will  they  not  unite  with  us  to 
mete  out  (hat  punishment  whichj.  on  their  own 
statements,  will  fall  exclusively  on  (hose  who  are 
concerned  in  this  execrable  traffic  from  the  North- 
ern States? 

I  will  not  take  up  tbe  time  of  this  House  in  re- 
peating the  remarks  which  haTe  been  so  copious- 
ly, and,  in  my  opinioD,  so  jusUy,  deuUed  as  to  the 
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airocitj-  aod  enormiif  of  tbe  crime.  My  only 
"wiih  is  to  affix  to  it  so  ezemplarjr  a  punistituent 
that  tremay,  if  possible,  totallv  supprea«  it. 

On  a  careful  eiHrniDation  of  tlie  penal  codes  of 
the  cirilized  world,  it  will  be  found  that  there  ez- 
istaastrikiagiimiiaritf  betweeo  llioiplaws  wbicb 
vere  early  enacted,  and  tbat  Eysteni  which  was 
g'itea  lo  gorern  ibe  Jews-  '  Id  the  origin  of  that 
DBiioD,  their  goTerament  was  a  pure  theocracy. 
All  their  laws  were  eoacted  by  infinite  wisdom, 
and  of  course  were  'well,  adapted  to  the  ends  for 
wbieh  ibeywere  made.  Alihougti  some  of  tiietn 
were  local,  and  calculated  for  that  natioi)  ■lone, 
yet  the  ^reat  prohibitioas'aDd  loleina  iajunctioDS 
coDiain^  ID  that  code,  are  of  eiernal  and  tmiTer- 
sal  obli^iiou.  la  this  system  oriHws.'Ifliid  one 
perfeiiily  in  point  for  the  presenCcase.  If  it  should 
be  cited  by  statnte  and  sectioti,  1  presume  it  would 
be  more  (amiliar  tOi'andJjetteruDdvntood  hythis 
auditory.  The  act  which  I  tef^r  to  is  entitled 
"a  law  for  man-serTaniSj"  &c..  and  the  prohi- 
bition is  contained  in  the  .Sd  book,  21si  act,  and 
16tb  tectioQ(Eiodt]sSItt  chapter  and  ISth  7erse,) 
«il<il  is  in  the  fojlowins  words:  -'And  he  that 
'  atealeth  a  man  and  aeltelh  him,  or  if.he  be  found ' 
'  in  bis  hand,  he  shall  surely  be  put  to  death."  If 
this  was  the  panisfament  by  Hearen  decreed  for 
man -stealers  and  man-sellers  in  the  nays  of  tbe 
Jews,  bas  that  crime  become  less  heinous  in  our 
day,  that  the  same  petialty  sbotild  not  be  inflicted 
now?  If  nothing  sDorl  of  dedih  could  atone  for 
thai  crime  then,  shall  Bne  and  imprisonment  be 
■abstitnted  in' its  place  now? 

On  examining  the  penal  tialufes  of  the  United 
States,  as  well  as  of  individual  States,  we  shall 
find  that,  to  many  crimes  abort  of  treasoti  and 
murder,  the  law  has  awnrded  the  pnnishinent  of 
death.  ShftlLwe  place  this  most  abominable  traf- 
fic (which  I  fear  ere  long  wiil  call  down  the  ren- 
geance  of  Hearen  on  our  heads)  in  the  list  of  mi- 
Dor  offence* ?  If  there  Is  aOy  conduct  or  crime 
Trhich,  frum  the  motives  that  origibate,  the  con- 
duct which  attends,  and  the  cousequeoces  which 
may  be  expected'to  flow  from  it,  merits  a  lerere 
punishment,  it  appeara  lo  me  tbat  the  commerce 
wbich  this  bill  is  calculated  to  interdict, 'pre-em- 
inently deraknda  it. 

Mr.  MoBSLY.— The  only  objection  vhicb  bas 
been  madeagainstlhissectionof  the  hill,  asit  was 
Anginally-introduced,  is,  that  the  scTerilr  of  the 
penalty  as  t^ere  prescribed,  would  probably  pre- 
reot  the  law  frem  beiDK'«arried  into  ezecutioii. 

I  entirely  a^e  in  the  justice  of  the  general  re-^ 
mark,  that  it  is  the  certainty,  more  than  these- 
Teriiy,  of  the  puoisbment,  which  tends  to  pre- 
vent the  commission  of  crimes;  that  when  the 
penalty  is  ezcessiTe  or  dia  pro  portioned  to  the  of- 
fence^ It  will  naturally  create  a  repugnance  to  the 
law,  and  render  iu  ezecation  pdioui. 

But  I  would  ask,  in  the  first  place,  what  pun- 
ishment can  be  considered  as  too  severe  to  be  in- 
flicted OD  this  inhuman  and  murderons  traffic? 
Viewed  in  all  its  consequences,  there  ishardly  to 
be  foond,  I  apprehend,  in  the  whole  caialogue  of 
crimes,  one  attendedwllh  more  accnrnttlstedguilt. 
I  bare,  indeed,  air,  beard  do  gentleman  suggest 


anything  in  palliation  of  tbis  offence,  or  deny 
that  it  IS  justly  deserving  of  death.  Why.  then, 
are  we  to  presume  that  the  law  would  tiot  ne  en- 
forced 7  The  gentlemen  from  the  South  asaure 
that  thev,  and-  the  people  whom  they  represent, 
e  sincerely  soticiious  to  "prevent  the'fiirtner  im- 
portation of  sla.»ea  into  this  country,  and  they  will 
cheerfully  and  cordially  co-operate  in  the  most 
effectual  measures  for  inat  purpose.  Will  they, 
then  from  motives  of  tenderness  to  the  persons 
employed  in  importing  them,  be  unwilling  K>  sub- 
ject those  persons  to  the  pimishment  they  justly 
merit  7 

Sir,  there  is  one  circumstance  worthy'' of  atten- 
tion, which  I  think  must  obviiate  eVery  objectioa 
of  this  sort.  Who  are  the  people  engaged  in  this 
busiaeits?  We  have  been  repeatedly  told,  and 
told  .with  an  air  of  some  triumph,  by  gentlemen 
from  the  South,  that  it  is  not  their  citizens ;  tbat 
they  have  no  concern  in  this  nefarioos  traffic ; 
that  it  is  the  people  from  tbe  Northern  States  who 
ort  these  negroes  into  the  Southern  States, 
thereby  seduce  their  citizens  to  bec9me  their 
purchtsera.  If  this-be  the  fact,  are  we  to  beliere 
that  they  .vfill  entertain  any  particular  feelings  of 
partiality  or  passion  towards  this  class  of  people, 
or  that  they  w^ll  not  feel  a  just  degree  of  indig- 
nation towards  them,  and  be  disposed  to  subject 
tb<;m  to  the  most  exemplary  punishment  7  And 
as  it  respects  the  great  body  of  the  people  in  the 
Northert^  States,  at  least,  I  will  presume  to  say, 
of  tbe  State  which  I  bare  tbe  honor  to  represent 
should  any  of  their  citizens  he  convicted  upon 
thia  law,  so  far  from  charging  their  Southent 
brethren  wiA  cruelly  Or  severity  in  hatigiag  them, 
they  would  acknowledge  the  bvor  with  gratitude. 
When  we  consider  the  character  of  tbe  persotu 
engaged  in  thia  traffic,  that  they  are  the  moat  har- 
dened and  abandoned  of  the  human  species,  and 
that  it  b  extremely  lucrative,  can  we  suppose  tbat 
any  penaltr  abort  of  death  will  deter  tkem  froia 
it  1  1  shall  be  very  glad  if  even  this  will  bars 
tbe  effect. 

The  great  difficulty  which  appears  in  dtsposine 
■of  these  people  in  a  satisfactory  manner,  sboall 
they  be  brought  into  the  country,  furnishes  a 
strong  ar^ment  in  favov  of  excluding  them,  if 
passible,  id  the  first  instance. 

No  difierence  of  opinion  appears  to  exist  COB- 
ceming  the  general  principles  of  the  bill.  AU 
agree  tbat  the  importation  of  slaves  ought  to  be 
prohibited  als  soon  aa  it  can  be'  done  consistently 
with  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution.  Bnt  in 
case  of  their  introduction,  it  appears  difficnlt  to 
make  such  a  disposition  of  them  as  will  accord 
with  I'he  dictates'  of  justice  and  humanity,  and  at 
the  same  time  be  consist  en  fwith  the  safety  of  out 
Southern  brethren.  And  in  le^'slatiog  upon  the 
snbject,  1  would  cautiously  avoid  doing  anything 
that  might  hazard  their  safety  or  iraoquillity. 
The  gentlemen  here  who  represent  the  Soutbeta 
States,  while  they  declare  that  they  are  bearlilj 
disposed  to  stop  tne  further  introduction  of  alavet 
into  ihoise  Sutes,'and  upon  every  principle  of 
sound  policy,  to  say  no  morey  I  conceive  tber 
ought  to  be,  tell  Bs  that  it  is  locompaiible  wita 
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their  secnrily ;  and  (bat  tbe  people  will  Derer  con- 
sent to  have  ibew  negroes  and  people  of  oolor  sei 
at  libeiiy  among  Ibem.  To  .have  ihem  forfeiied 
and  sold  as  slavef  under  the  eanclion  of  QoTCrn- 
uteni,  appears  to  many  altogether  objectionable. 
To  conrey  ihem  back  to  their  own  country,  and 
reinstate  tbein  in  safety  among  tbeir  respectire 
tribes,  ii  considered  as  impracticable.  For  Qor- 
eiDineDt  to  undertake  to  bUd  tbem  oat  for  a  term 
of  years,  as  has  been  prurased,  would  no  dou^t  b« 
atleoded  with  many  dimcultiei. 

It  ihen,  their  importation  in  the  first  instance 
could  be  prerenled,  all  these  embarrassmeatsajad' 
difficulties  would  be  ^voided.  And,  in  a  general 
viewof  the  case,  it  appears  to  me  highly  important, 
at  the  present  time,  when  onr  aiienlioa  is  partie- 
uiarly  called  to  this  subject  by  the  Me*8a^e  of -the 
Preudeni  of  the  United  States,  that,  in  tegis- 
laiing  upon  this  SHfaiect,  the  GoTernmeoi,  of  die 
Untied  Stales  should  manifest  their  abhorrence 
of  this  detestable  traffic,  and  their  decided  deter- 
mination^ if  possible,  to  put  an  end  to  itr 

Believing  that  (he  penalty  of  death  will  have  a 
more  efieciual  tendency  lo  do  this  than  i'mprison- 
ment,  or  any  inferior  punishment,  I  am  against 
eoncurrins  in  the  atnendment  made  lo  this  seo- 
tion  of  the  bill  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Elmer  was  in  favor  of  i^e  motion.  If  he 
believed  that  the  Mosaic,  law  w»s  now  binding,  he 
■houldbflof  a  different  opinion.    H«  believed  tbe 

Sunisbment  of  death  immoral ;  .because  the  crime 
id  not  imply  murder,  and  had  no  analogy  to  it. 
Besides,  be  (bought  death  would  not  be  so  eff«o 
tual  as  imprisonment,  nor  so,likely  to  be  ibflicled. 
Tbe  crime  was  committed  merely  out  of  a  lore  of 
g^in.  Mr.  E.  coDcloded  with  declaxiog  his  abhor- 
rence of  slavery,  and  of  the  slave  trade,  and  that 
he  had  never  had  any  connexion  with  slaves. 

Mr.  Shii.is.— 1  did  hope 'that  when  the  select 
commiKee  reported  the  bill,  with  tbe  clause  pun- 
ishing the  importation  of  slavns  with  death,  it 
vould  be  adopted  in  lh4t  form.  For  myself,  I 
confess  I  consider  it  as  tbe  very  marrow  of  the 
bill.  But,  to  my  astonishment,  the. subject  has 
been  taken  up  an  a  n«n  ground  b;  the  gentleman 
who  spoke  last,  (Mr.  Elmbr.)  That  gentleman 
nys  it  is  immoral  to  inflict  tbe  punishment  of 
deaih  in  (bis  case.  I  confess  that  1  di^  believ« 
tbtu  the  lawa  given  by  Qod  himself  were  not  im- 
moral. The  gentleman  on  my  [igh(  (Mr,  Taui- 
Madqe)  did  read  snch  a  law.  I  did  believe  that. 
no  immoral  law  could  proceed  from  such  a  source.. 
It  is  true  that  some  of  the  laws  of  the  Jews  were 
applicable  only  to  the  peculiar  circumstances  of 
tnac  people,  and  so  not  binding  on  other  nations. 
Bnt  iGonsider  it  as  not  so  with  that  law. 

It  ii  unnecessary  for  me  to  describe  lo  this" 
House  (he  atrocity  of  this  crime  and  the  circum- 
■lances  attending  i(.  Gentleo^en  say,  lo.  excuse. 
the  business,  that  it  is  committed  out  of  love  of 
g^in.  So,  when  a  man  kills  and  robs  me.  you 
nuy  say  it  is  frotn  the  love  of  gain.  But  that  is 
BO  excuse.  It  cannot  b«,  sir.  It  is  for  the  repu- 
tation of  Government  that  there  should  be  a  uni- 
forDat(y  in  the  criminal  code.  If  you  look  into 
tbe  lawi  of  the  United  Siatei,7oU  will  see  that, 


in  some  cases,  a  man  is  pijt  lo  death  for  stealittg 
only  fifty  dollars.  [Here  Mr.  S.  read  an  extract 
from  (he  laws  of  the  United  Slates,  to  show  the 
correctnese  of  his  declaration.] 

Supposesome  philosophical  historian,  some agea 
hence,  writing  a  history  of  this  country,  and  look- 
ink  into  your  criminal  laws,  (for  it  is  the  duty  of 
a  historian  to  undetstaod  laws,)  should  find  that 
you  punish  him  who  steals  only  fifty  dollars  with 
death,  and  punish  the  man-«lealer  with  imprison- 
ment only,  what  would  saeh  a  historiaii  say? 
Would  nt)t  the  paragraph  in  bis  history  be  an 
everlasiiog  disgrace  to  our  pemory  1 

All  of  us  seem  to  luree  iti  the  horrid,  nature  of 
the  crime,  and  the  only  objectioQ  to  capital  pun- 
ishment is,  that  it'cannot  be  carried  into  execo- 
tion,  because  the  pteopledo  not  consider  the  crime 
worthy  of  death.  Sir,  1  have  a  better  opinion  of 
the  people  of  the  United  States.  .1  have  no  doubt 
but  that  the  law  Can  and  wiL  be  executed.  Crimi- 
nals can  be  removed  fi^om  one  State  to  another 
for  trial,  if  necessary,  but  I  presume  it'will  not  be. 
Qenilemen  say  that  ihf  people  of  the  Southern 
States  have  great. cause  to  be  alarmed  at  the  idea 
of  coDtjouing  (his  traffic  ;  fhr  more  cause  than  the 
people  of  the  Eastern  and  Middle  States,  If  this- 
iB  true,  and  it  certainty  is,  they  will  be  more  soli- 
citous (0  ponish  this  crime.  If  the  law  can  then' 
be  executed  in  the  Eastern  and  Middle  States,  il 
can  he  in  (he  Southern  Stales. 
.  I  do  hope  for  the  honor  of  this  country ;  for  the 
honor  of  oOr  Qovernm^nt;  for  the  benor  of  Oll^ 
nature,  that  this  bill  will  pass  withouC  this  alter- 
ation. It  will  transmit  to  the  world  our  optmon 
of  4his  crime.  And  I  do  trust  (hat,  when  it  i» 
known  bow  iniamous  w^  consider  it,  thai  the 
traders  will  be  induced  not  to  engage  iii  this  busi- 
ness, and  that  we  shall  be  no  tnoi«  troubled  oil 
this  subject. 

Mr.  ULOTDv—Tbough  this  trsffin  ia  aancttoDed 
by  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  tbe  United  StatMr 
I  reg»d  it  with  hatred  and  abbortence,  and«on< 
ceive  it  to  be  of  (lie  highest  importance  that  we 
take  means  to  put  a  complete  stop  to  iu  further 
continuance.  But,  in  my  opinion,  the  pneishmeBt 
of  death  is  not  best  calculated  to  accomplish  thia 
objec(.  Besides,  it  is  not  proportional  to  the 
crime.  Thia  subject  ha*  not,  1  conceive,  bten 
fairly  argued.  Very  few  of  the  negroec  brought 
into  this  country  are  kidnapped  and.stolen  away^ 
Look  at  the  condition  of  the  ;^ple  of  Africa. 
Three-fourths  of  those  brought  into  this  oountry 
are  slaves  originallv,  ei(Jier  by  descent  or  conqueet. 
It  is  a  fact  that  slavery  prevails  extenuvely  ia 
Africa.  Those  taken  in  conquest  are  disposed  of 
aoil  sent  abroad  on  aocount  of  the  vindictive  spirit 
of  those  people.  Such  is  their  thirst  for  revengb. 
that  this  is  absolutely  necesbar^  for  the  safety  of 
thecgnqueror.  Of  course,  all  the  arguments  urged 
on  the  ffnound  of  the  slaves  being  Bdnapped  and 
carrietl  away  from  a  state  of  freedom,  are  fal- 
lacious. 

Gentlemen  have  referred  ua  to  tbe  Mosaic  law 
on  Ibissubject  as  an  auihi^ity.  But,  suppoae  you 
should  adoptall  the  principles  of  thiu  law,  what 
would  th,e  people  eC  tbe  United  State*  say  to  it  ? 
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Would  tbe;  aeqaiesce  1  Though  these  laws  wcm 
proper  for  tbe  Jem,  they  are  doI  bo,  of  course,  for 
m.  They  eon lem plated  do  other  than  temporal 
lewards.  If  I  rceolleet  right,  Ibere  is  no  part  of 
tbe  Jewish  dUpenaslion  which  holds  out  the  idea 
of  a  faiuie  alaie. 

Another  argomeni  is  nr^ed.  It  is  said  that  if 
a  seTere  pUDiabmeat  is  inflicted,  the  other  prorts- 
ioas  of  the  bill  will  be  rendered  nnneceaserv.  ^Id 
answer  to  this  argument,  1  would  refer  ^entlempfi 
to  the  Terf  example  of  the  Jews.  Though  tl^eir 
crinunal  laws  were  oumerous^nd  excessively  se- 
Tere, yet  we  find  that  ther  were  the  most  debated 
creatures  on  earth.  Look  to  the  coontriea  of  Eu- 
rope, and  eapeciallf  to  Oreat  Britain,  for  the  ef-: 
feet  of  serert  criminal  laws,  tt  is  fonnd  that 
acTehty  of  punishment  muliipliea  raiber.  than 
dimioisbes  tbe  nomber  of  crimes.  Look  into  an- 
cient history  and  .read' iba  aanrninary  laws  of 
Dneo.  Why  did  they  exist  n'o  Rmgerl  Because 
they  were  so  severe  that  they  could  not  be  en- 
dured. I  am  of  th<^  opinion,  that  in  this' case, 
imprisonment  will  be  a  more  eAectnat  paaishro^t 
thad  death,  and  am  iheTefore  in  faVor  of  striking 

Mr.  OuM.— I  would  ask  gentlemen  if  they 
would  not  as  soon  be  wiltiog  to  hi  brought  to  the 
halter  as  to  betn^deslavaaf^life?  If  ihey  wovlit, 
and  I  trust  they  would,  man-stealing  is  a  erime  as 
Iwdas  murder,  and  ought  to  be  punislied  as  heavy. 
Iwae  at  fi rat  against  tbe  punisbinent  of  death; 
hat  I  own  that  gentlemen  have  cfiDViDced  tab  by 
Aeir  argtfments,  and- 1  am  now  tbe  .oibei  way. 
I  am  persuaded  thi(t  gentlemen  will  think  there  is 
uoibioK  dishonorable  in  this  changing  ode's  loind. 
Hr.  RAR1.T. — 1  foMiierly  thought  tbat  the  decis- 
ion on  this  qo^lon  was  not  a  matter  of  any  great 
importao:ce ;.  but  aa  it.eeems  now  to  be  considered 
u  a  prelnde  to  an  attack  on  sabsequenf  parts  of 
the  bill,  it  appears  to  me  now  important  tbat  the 
aabieet  be  wdl  ufaderMood  and  rightly  decided. 

What  are  yon  told^  Yod  are  now  told  that  a 
forfeiture  is  uonecessaty,  and  that  to'  inflict  the 
ptinishmeat  of  death  is  the  only'  wt^  to  stop  this 
ttade.  I  consider  this  a$  anald  attack  revived'  in 
a  new  form.  1  hope  the  House  will  jMrdoo'  me 
for  nndertaking  to  assign  reasons  for  the  bill  as 
Mporled.  V 

We  ue  told  by  one  gentleman  (Mr,  Ely)  thai 
in  this  case  there  iinmf^e  time  during  the  voy- 
a^for  the  trader  to  reflect  on  the  enormity  of 
hw  crime  and  the  severity  of  the  pnnishmeot^  and 
that,  in  consequence  of  such  refleetiOos,  he  will  be 
persuaded  to  abandon  bis  enterprise.  We  ~" 
told  that  those  who  violate  this  law,  wilt  noi 
it  from  n  sudden  gilA  of  passion,  or  niom^Bl^ry 
desire  of  gniQ)  as  is  Commonly  tbe  fact  in  case  of 
murder,  robbery,  and  tbeft;  that  it  must  be  done 
delibenitel^,  and  after  atnple  reflection  on  "  ' 
^ilt  of  tbe  transaction.  The  gentlemen's  pt 
Ilea  are  not  universally  correct.  I  doubt  if  c 
they  are  generally  triie.  They  are  true  onl^  in 
those  cases  where  a  man's  innate  sense  of  right 
and  wrong  tells  him  tbat  he  is  violating  a  moral 
law.    This  is  not  the  faet  with  regard  to  tbe 


But  admit  the  gentleman's  premises  to  be  cor- 
reet,  and  his  reasoning  souod,  hii  ideas  have  no 

Eractical  applicatioa  to  this  subject.  Let  me  ask 
Dw  they  appljT  to  the  indirect  trade,  the  trade 
from  the  Spanish  territories  7  Here  is  the  danger. 
It  is  from  tais  quarter  that  you  are  to  apprehend 
tbe  introduction  of  slaves'.  Here  the  importer  a 
beyond  your  jorisiliction ;  be  is  even  beyond  your 
reach.     You  cannot  touch  bim.     I  should  like  to 


wilt  operate  on  a  man  who  is  hound  with  hia 
slaves  to  a  country  where  be  knows  ilie  punish- 
ment  will  not  be  enforced.  He  will  be  bound  to 
a  countrv  where  the  people  see  slaves  every  honr 
of  their  lives;  where  there  is  no  such  abhorrence 
of  the"  crime  of  importing  them,  and  where  no 
man  dare  inform.  My  word  for  it;  I  pledge  it 
to-day,  aiid  I  wish  It  may  be  recollected  ;  no  man 
in  the  Southern  section  of  the  Union  will  dare 
inform.  It  would  cost  him  laoie  than  his  life  ia 
woTib.    No  man  would  risk  it  when  it  led  to  the 

Sunisbmeot  of  death,  when  it  was  not  for  an  of- 
Ince  which  natore  revolts  at.    They  do  not  con- 

We  have  been  asked  what  punishment  can  be 
considered  too  severe  for  so  atrocious  a  crime. 
Withoat  answering  tbe  question  in  the  abstract 
it  will  be  sufiGcient  t?  answer  it  by  a  practical 
view  of  the  sabieet.  Mow  do  people  consider  the 
transaction?  That  is. the  question.  Do  they  con- 
sider it  snch  an  outrageons  crlbie  7  They  do  not. 
Oentlemen  may  legislate  to  suit  their  f^eling^ 
and  not  to  suit  the  nabits  of  the  people  for  whom 
■tbey  legislate.  Their  reason  miist  tell  them  that 
tbis  is  Oie  fact.     ■ 

Suppose  a  law  had  been  made  to  ptinish  with 
death  all  those  concerned  in  th%  iusurrection  of 
■1793,  conld  the  law  have  been  executed  7  Will 
tbe  gentleman  froth  Pennsylvania  answer  on  tbis 
subject?  It  could  not  bafe  been  executed  he- 
cause  so  many  people' were  concerned;  So  in 
■this  case.  All  the  people  in  the  Southern  States 
ate  concerned  in  alarety.  It  is  not  then  consid- 
ered as  criminal. 

The  gentleman  (Mr.  8inLtE)'has  said  that,  in 
tbe  Southern  States,  slavery  is  felt  and  acknowl- 
edged to  be  a  great  evil,  and  tbat  therefore  we 
will  exedutea  severe  law  to  prevent  an  increase 
of  this  evil'  Permit  me  to  tell  the  gentleman  of 
a  small  distinotiop  in  this  case.  A  large  majority 
of  the  people  in  tbe  Southern  Stales  do  liot  coA- 
sider  blavery  as  a  crime.  They  do  not  believe  it 
immoral  to  hold  human  flesh  in  bondage.  Many 
deprecate  slarery  as  an  evil ;  as  a  political  evil; 
but  not  Bf  a  crime.  ReSectine  men  apprehend, 
at  some  futore  day,  evils,  incalculable  evils,  from 
it ;  hut  it  is  a  fact  that  few,  very  few,  consider  it 

It  is  best  to  be  candid  on  this  subject  If  they 
considered  the  holding  of  men  in  slavery  as  a 
crime,  they  would  necessarily  accuse  tbemselve^ 
a  tbiog  wbicb  human  nature  revolts  at.  I  will 
tell  the  truth.  A  large  majority' of  people  in  the 
Soutbern  States  do  not  consider  slavery  as  even 
BD  evil.    Let  the  gentleman  go  and  travel  in  tha 
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Jnaiter  of  ibe  Union ;  let  him  go  from  neighboi 
ood  to  Deighboi'hood,  aod  he  vill  find  that  this 
is  the  fact. 

Some  geDilemeo  appear  di^osed  to  le^islati 
for  (be  sake  of  appearaoces.  One  in  paniculai 
(Mr.  Smiuie)  is  disposed  to  legislate  for  the  boDoi 
and  gtoty  ol'  the  statute  book.  I  should  like  t( 
kDow  what  boDOT  you  vill  derive  from'  a  law  that 
will  be  broken  everyday  of  your  lives.  Will  this 
honor  afibrd  you  any  s&tisfaction  fpr  the  evasion- 
of  the  law?    I  hope  the  motion  will  prevail. 

Mr.  Ely  ihougnt,  in  opposition  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Eablt,)  that  ihe  punish- 
ment of  death  would  operate  Eo  prevent  the  icdi- 
tect  trade.  As  to  the  question  wheiber  it  is  criini- 
nal  in  the  Southern  people  to  continue  to  hold 
their  slaves,  be  believed  it  was  iK>t  geneially 
(hougbt.a  crime;  but  whether  it  was  a.  crime  or 
not,  made  no  difietence  as  to  the  question  before 
the  House.'  The  object  is  now  to  prevent  the 
irade. 

Georgia,  by  ber  constitution,  recently  adopted 
by  the  people  of  tbat  Slate,  or  at  least  by  s  law, 
has  probibited  the  slave  trade.  -Now,  thelitis  it 
conceivable  that  they  are  disposed  to  cdntinnetbe 
trade?  There  is  no  connexion  between  continu- 
ing Ihe  trade  and  cootinuiog  to  hold  ibeir  present 
alaves.  All  tbe  Souibern  States,  one  only  ^- 
cepied,  have  expressed  their  abhorrence  of  this 
trade,  and  passed  laws  against  it  On  tbe  gentle- 
man's (Mr.  EarLt's)  reasoning,  you  caqooi  ,pre- 
Tent  Ibe  trade  by  any  punishment  whatever.  If 
the  people  consider  it  proper,  they  will,  on  bis 
reason,  never  inform.  I  trust,  however,  that  if 
we  make  the  punishment  death,  few  will  venijire 
to  run  tbe  risk  of  an  exBrnioaiian  and  trial. 

Mr.  HoixAHD.— In  the  Southern  Slates  slavery 
is  generally  considered  as  a  political  evil,  and  in 
that  point  of  view  nearly  all  are  disposed  I9  stop 
the  trade  for  the  future.  But  have  eapital  punish- 
ments been  usually  inflicted  on.  ofienpea  merely 
political  1  I  believe  not.  Fine  and  iapriaonmenl 
are  the  common  puoisbments  in  such  castw.  The 
people  of  tbe  South  do  not  generally  consider 
alavery  as  a  moral  ofience.  The  importer  might 
■ay  to  the  informer  th^l  he  had  .done  no  worse, 
nor  even  so  bad  as  he.  h  is  true  that  I  have 
these  slaves  from  Africa;  but  I  have  transported 
ihera  from  one  master  to  another.  I  am  not  guilty 
of  holding  human  beings  in  bondage.  But  you 
ftre.  Yon  have  hundreds  on  your  plantations  in 
this  miserable  coodiiioo.  By  your  purcbasei  you 
tempt  traders  to  increase  the  evil.  You  and  your 
ancestors  have  introduced  this  calamity  into  the 
country,  and  yon  are  continuing,  yon  are  aug- 
meniing  it.  The  importer  might  bold  the  same 
language  to  the  jury  and  the  judge  who  try  bim. 
He  miiht  tell  them  that  they  were  even  more 
eoilCjr  than  he.  Under  Euch  circumstances  tbe 
law  inflicting  death  would  not  be  executed.  But 
if  vou  punish  by  Sneand  imprisonment  only, you 
will  find  the  people  of  the  South  willing  and 
ready  to  execute  the  law. 

Gentlemen  always  appear  on  this  subject  to 
blend  the  question  of  immorality  witb  tbat  of  po- 
Utical  expediency.    Sue  it  is  a  fact  well  known 


th^t  (be  negroes  imported  are  brought  from  a  Hiate 
of  slavery.  There  is  only  a  transfer  from  one 
master  to  another; and  it  is  admitted  that  tbe  con- 
dition of  the  slaves  in  tbe  Southern  Slate*  is 
much  superior  to  thai  of  those  in  Africa.  Who, 
then,  win  say  that  the  trade  is  immoral? 

The  laws  of  Moses  have  on  this  occasion  been 
cited.  But  if  you  lookfurther,  yon  will  find  them 
almost  as  bloody  as  those  of  Draco.  Besides,  if 
that  good  old  book  is  bitmghtin,  many  ihiogs  will 
be  found  on  the  other  side.  Slavery  appears  to 
be  tolerated  there. 

Mr.  STiNTON._Jn  1764,  Rhode  Island  passed 
a  law  declaring  tbat  all  Uacks,  from  tbereaflet, 
should  be  IE  free  as  the  whites.  But,  since,  some 
people  of  that  State  have  been  tempted  by  the 
Iiigb  price  ofiered  for  negroes  by  the  Southern 
people  lo  enter  into  this  abominable  traffic.  I 
wi.sh  the  law  made  strong  so  as  to  prevent  this 
trade  in  future;  hut  I  cannot  believe  tbat  a  man 
ought  to  be  bung  for  only  stealing  a  negro.  Those 
who  buy,  are  as  bad  as  lho;e  who  import  them, 
and  deserve  hanging  quite  as  mach. 

Mr.  DwiOHT.— <We  are  all  happily  agreed  in 
the  great  object  of  the  bill — the  pievention  of  the 
importation  of  slaves  into  the  United  Slates. 
UnfonuDBtely,  we  are  not  so  welt  agreed  in  the 
means  to  effect  this  object.  It  is  not,  however,  at 
all  strange  that  men  should  differ  about  the  best 
mi>de  to  Accomplish  to  imporianta  purpose ;  and 
especially  men  in  the  circumstances  in  whicb  we 
are  placed.  Those  of  us  who  come  from  the 
Northern  and  Easiera  Slates,  where  ilavety. ex- 
ists not  a^  all,  or  but  in  a  slight  degree,  woald  natu< 
rally  view  this  subject  in  a  very  difiutenl  light 
from  gentlemen  who  represent  the  Southern 
Slates,  where  slavery  always  has  existed,  and 
thai  to  a  great  extent.  As  great  a  degree  «f  una* 
nimiiy  as  is  possible  is  of  much  importance,  both 
for  the  purpose  of  effeotuaHy  prev^iing  this  in- 
human  iraflia,  and  for  tbe  honor  and  reputation 
of  our  country. 

The  point  now  to  be  willed  is,  shall  we  declare 
the  being  concerned  in  the  importation  of  ^ves 
a  eapital  uSence,  or  shall  we  leave  it  subject  only 
to  fine  and  imprisonment  1  Those  gentlemen  who 
are  in  favor  o?  the  latter  punishmoits,  object  to 
the  former  as  being  dispropdrlioned  to  Itae  offence. 
Tbe  gentleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Llotu,)  in 
attempting  to  lower  the  nature  of  the  crime,  has 
urged  an  argument  in  exleauaiion  of  the  slave 
trade  entirely  new.  He  says,  ihe  negroes  are  of 
sQch  a  turbulent  and  vindictive  character  at 
home,  that  the  chiefs  of  their  nations  are  obligeid 
to  transport  ihem  for  their  own  safetr.  [Here 
Mr.  Lldto  interrupted  Mr.  D.,  and  said,  that  (be 
S«itleman  certainly  misunderstood  him;  that  he 
had  not  intended  to  justify  the  slave  trade  at  all; 
on  tbe  contrary,  he  condemned  it  entirely.  -  He 
bad  only  mentioned  the  facts,  that  the  Africans 
Were  slaves  at  home,  and  that  (bey  were  of  such 
a  vindictive  character  (hat  it  waa  not  safe  (o  have 
(hem  in  ihe  country.] 

Mr.  DwiOht.— I  unders(ood  the  genileman  be- 
fore precisely  as  I  do  now.  1  did  not  understand 
him  to  approve  of  tbe  slave  trade.    My  aiga- 
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meat  was,  ihar  in.  order  to  lesien  the  nature  of 
the  crime,  he  had  stated  that  such  was  the  char- 
acter of  the  Africans,  that  it  was  not  compatible 
with  ibe  publio  safely  that  thejr  should  remain  id 
their  oVD  country.  If  the  fact  be  so,  sir,  that 
thejr  ate  snch' troublesome,  and  even  clBogproos 
subjects,  even  in  that  case  I  should  be  extremely 
sorry  to  hear  that  tbe<  people  of  this  couotrv 
sbould  take  upon  themselves  the  disgraceful  task 
of  ezecBiinc  tne  laws  of  the  black  chiefs  of  Africa. 

The  genileman  from  Georgia  (Mr.  Early^  has 
informed  Us  repeatedly  thai  a  law  making  this  a 
capital  offence  cannot  be  executed  in  the  Souih- 
ern  Stales  ;  that  the  importation  of  slaves  has  so 
long  been  familiar  to  them,  that  a  ^rtat  mBJoiiiy 
of  the  people  coosiJar  it  not  as  an  Aggravsied 
crime,  and  a  large  portion  of  then  as  no  crime  at 
all  i  that  if  we  make  sutili  an  ofitince  capital ;  if 
we  ^ake  the  conseqneiiee  of  importing  a  cargo 
of  slaves  tt>  be  tlte  loss  of  life,  no  man  will  ever' 
be  proseci^ed  foi  i|,  because  no  msn  will  dare  in- 
form. All  the  gentlemen,  sir,  from  the  Southern 
Slates,  who  have  spoken  on  this  subject,  have 
told  us  that  they  earnestly  wish  effectually  to 
prevent  the  slave  trade  in  futnre.  I  am  disposed 
to  credit  them  folly.  Indeed,  I  cAnot  conceive 
that  they  fbould  not  sincerely  and  fervently  wish 
to  prevent  a  traffic,  wbicb,  if  persisted  io.  Inust  in 
all  faauiAn  probability,  first  or  last,  bring  upon 
ihem  and  ibeir  families  the  most  tremendous  ca- 
lamities. If,  then,  they  view  t&e  subject  in  this 
li{|ht,  if  tbey  are  sincere  in  making  iLese  declar- 
ations, there  is  not  oaty  do  danger  that  the  law 
will  net  be  executed,  but  they  will  unite  to  anjan 
to  execute  the  law;  xite  whole  community  will 
iaform ;  a  regard  to  their  own  lives,  and  the  lives 
of  their  posterity,  will  drive  them  to  it.  And  if, 
siFj  in  the  rigid  execution  of  this  statute,  its  pen- 
alues  fall  npon  men  from  the  Eastem  States,  who 
are  profligate  enough  to  engage  in  this  inhuman 
trade,  I  most  heartily  concur  with  my  colleague 
in  saying,  let  the  law  have  its  full  loree,  let  it  Tall 
with  all  Its  force  upon  the  offender;  let  him  die. 

The  seDileman  from  North  Oerglina  (Hr.  Hdl- 
LaMD)  has  told  us.  that  morality  has  nothine  to 
do  with  this  traEBe :  that  it  ia  itot  a  question  of 
morale  but  of  politics.  Sir,  the  President  of  the 
United  States^  In  Iris  Message  at  the' opening  of 
the  i^esent  session  of  Congress,  hks  ^iven  us  a 
very  different  opinion.  His  language  is :  "  I  con- 
'  graiulate  yon  on  the  approach  of  the  period  at 
'  which  Tou  may  interp<Me  your  authority,  con sti- 
'  tDtionoJIy,  to  withdraw  the  citizens  of  the  United 
'  States  from  all  further  participation  in  those  vio- 
'  lations  of  human  rights,  wbich  have  been  so 
'  long  conlidaed  on  the  unoffending  inhabitants  of 
'  Africa,  and  which  the  monlity,  the  reputation, 
'  and  the  best  interests  of  oor  country,  liave  long 
'  been  eager  lo  proscribe."  Here  we  are  informed, 
sir,  that  the  slave  trade  is  a  violation  of  human 
lights;  and  that  not  onlv  the  best  interests  and 
the  repniation  of  our  co&nlry,  but  that  morality 
itself  is  deeply  concerned  in  it,  and  has  long  been 
eager  lo  proscribe  it.  But;  need  we  inquire  whe- 
ther it  it  iniiaoTal  to  in&ct  evils  upon  unofiend- 
■ng  Africans^    The  gentleman  says,  tbatwe  do 


them  no  injury ;  that  they  are  slaves  at  home,  and 
and  we  only  transfer  them  from  a  state  of  slavery 
there  to  one  attended  with  fewer  calamities  here. 
Sir,  .by  what  authority  do  we  interfere  in  their 
concerna  ?  Who  empowered  us  to  judge  for  them 
as  to  which  is  the  worse  and.  which  the  better 
state?  Have  these,  miserable  beings  ever  been 
consulted  on  the  questionofibeirremovalT  Who 
can  say  that  the  slate  in  which  tbey  were  born, 
and  to  wbich  tbey  are  habituated,  is  not  more 
agreeable  to  them  than  one  altogether  untried,  of 
wkicb  Lhey  have  no  knowledge,  and  about  wbich 
ihey  cannot  eveA  make  any  calculatiunsl  Let 
the  gentleman  lay  his  hand  on  his  heart ;  let  him 
ask.nis  own  consci^ice,  if  it  it  not  a  violation  of 
human  tights,  if  it  is  not  immonil,  thus  forcibly 
to  carry  these  wretches  from  their  home,  and  from 
their  country ;  and  if  that  does  not  answer  in  the 
affirmative,  I  will  ne.ver  request  him  to  apply  to 
any  other  monitor.  . 

In  discDBsing  tiiis  question  gentlemen  have  ap- 
pealed to  the  litws  of  Moses.  In  my  opinion,  sir, 
we  had  belter  conflpe  ourselves  to  tne  busiitess  of 
legislation  than  to  undertake  the  task  of  expound- 
ing Seripiure.  From  the  opinioiiB  that  have  been 
given,  I  think  we  rinll  appear  to  more  advantage 
lO'ihe  former  than  we  do  in  the  latter.  Weshoiud 
p[ob«bty  find  it  necessary  to  famish  ourselves 
with  a  new  set  of  authors,  and  to  pursue  a  diSer- 
BOt  coilrse  of  studies,  to  qualify  us  for  expositors, 
from  Chat  which  we'  have  pursued  to  prepare  for 
out  present  employment, 

BfU.  J.  Clat  rose  to  make  only  ane  observation. 
It  must  occur  to. every  F^nniylvanion  in  the 
House,  that  it  bad  been  the  policy  of  that  Slate 
lo.abolish  the  punishment  of  death  in  all  cases 
«xcept  mocderin  the  first  de^;ree.  Apd  eVen  in 
thosecases,  all  indicted  in  PhtJadelphia  had  been, 
Mr.  G.  believed,  either  acquitted  or  pardoned. 
Mr.  C  did  not  believe  that  the  law,  if  it  inflicted 
the  punbbment  of  death,  could  be  «xeeuted.  A 
jury  would  not  convict. 

Mr.  Smilib  roee  in  answer  to  his  colleeKue  (Ml. 
J.  CifAi.)  I.  have  asserted,  and  that  boldly  too, 
and  i  will  assert  it  again,  that  this  law  can  be  ex- 
ecuted in  Pennsylvania.  I  bave.never  known  an 
instance  there  of  murder  io  the  first  ivpte  that 
was.  not  punished  with  death.  And  iTihe  law 
can-be  executed 'against  murder,  it  can  in  this 
cafe ;  for  here  is  a  criins  above  murder.  It  is 
man-stealing  added  lo  murder. 

Mr.  Sloan.— The  obsenations  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Maryland  (Mr.  Llovd)  and  from  riorth 
Carolina,  (Mr.  Holland,)  brio;  te  my  mind  a 
dispute  which  once  took  place  between  two  of  my 
neighbors,'a  long  while  ago,  about  a  passage  in 
the  bible,  which  was  setiTed  by  an  appeal  to  a 
Roman  i^atholic.  Mr.  S.  related  the  circnia- 
sunces  of  the  story  at  some  length. 

1  could  detain, the  House  a  Ioog;  time  in  telling 
them,  what  I  iiave  read  in  authors  on  African 
slav.ery,  in  authors  which  are  entitled  to  as  much 
credit,  and  wbicb  1'  befieve  as  fully  as  tbow  the 
gentlemen  (Mf-  Llotu  and  Mr.  Hou-AHn)  hare 
end.  1  eould  detain  the  HoOse  a  long  time  in 
ailing  them  how  tluy  used  lo  be  landed  in  hf 


dbyGoO^Ie 


mSTORT  OF  OONGRESa 


244 


H.OFR. 


/mportation  of  iSIowa. 


Jahdamt,  1807. 


atj.  Dear  where  I  liva,  when  I  wbs  a  boy  growing 
up,  becauM  in  PeaniylvaniK  there  was  a  duty  of 
$10  a  head.  I  could  detain  tha  House  in  relating 
tbe  pitiful  sloriei  I  have  ofleo  myself  heard  fioin 
those  poor  glares  who  were  aboat  my  own  age,  as 
we  used  to  be  together,  how  they  were  kidnapped 
and  stolen  away,  in  the  most  piteons  manDer,  and 
what  a  paradise  iheii  home  in  Africa  was  to  their 
aiiuation  here. 

The  question  was  loudly  called  for,  and  was 
aboat  to  be  put,  when  Mr.  Elmer  row.  He  hoped 
the  House  would  not  be  led  away  by  the  declama- 
tioD  of  tbe  gentlemaD.  Mr.  E.  spoke  faribei  at 
some  length. 

Mr.  Barker -aereed  withgeptlemeo  as  to  the 
heiDQusneas  of  the  crime,  but  differed  with  many 
from  tbe  same  quarter  of  ibe  Union  (flastrtn 
States)  as  to  tbe  puoishmebt.  He  thought  the 
pDDJshmcDl  of  death  both  unjast  and  inespedieot ; 
unjust,  because  not  necessary  for  tbe  safety  of 
society;  and  inexpedient,  beuuse  not  ihe  most 
effectual  punishment.  He  thoDtrht  it  would  be 
better  to  enslave  the  itnporter.  Let  him  be  pnt 
to  labor,  and  know  a  little  by  experience  woat 
the  evils  of  slavery  are. 

Mr.  Vabnck  thought  the  Soathern  States  were 
in  imminent  daoger'trom  slavery.  He  recollected 
that  he  had  heard  a  Southiern  gentleman,  formn- 

2  a  member  of  that  floaat  compare  |hal  part  of 
e  Union  to  a  boadle  -of  combustibles,  which 
only  wanted  a  little  fire  to  kindle  a  Uaz^  that 
would  consume  them.  ~ 

If  the  Southern  people  vtould  not  inform,  in 
case  the  panisbment  is  death,  they  will'  not  in 
case  of  imprisonment  fo>  ten  years.  If  they  oott- 
lider  thi  importationao crime,  as. has  been  stated, 
they  will  not  eseeute  any  part  of  the  law,  and  no 
pnnishment  can  be  inflicled.  Bnt  I  have  a  better 
opinion  of  the  Southern  people.  I  have  so  often 
heard  genilemet)  from  the  South  express  tbeir 
di«ad  of  the  final  inia  of  that  coulttry  from  slav- 
ery, that  I  do  believe  this  law  can  and  will  be 
executed. 

Mr.  FtxnuiT  gave  hia  opinioO'  that  tbe  law 
could'  be  executed  as  well  in  Penuiylrania  as  in 
any  quarter  of  tbe  Union.  The  United  States 
laws,  in  some  easee,  inflict  Ihe  punishment  of 
death,  when  it  is  not  done  by  the  PenAaylvania 
laws,  and  yet  there  is  no  dimonlty  in  executing 
thoaa  penal  laws  of  the  United  Suies.  Mr.  F. 
was  against  striking  qul 

Theqneaiion  being  ukea  by  yeas  and  nays,  on 
striking  out  so  much  of  the  first  aectioQ  as  inflicts 
the  punishment  of  death  on  owners  and  masio's 
of  vessels  employed  in  the'slave  trade,  it  was  car- 
ried—yeas  6^  nays  53,  as  follows: 

Y»*s — WiHii"  'AlstoD,  juB,  John  Archer,  Jeieph 
Baiter,  BarwaU  Bsaset,  Silas  Betton,  John  Bovle, 
Williara  A.  BnrvslI,  WillUm  Butler,' Qeorse  W. 
Campbell,  Maithi  Chittenden,  John  Ctiibome,  Joseph 
(Hay,  Oeorfo  Clinton,  Jan.,  John  Clopton,  Orchaid' 
Cook,  Eva  DariiT,  Joba  Dawson,' WUIhun  Dickwm, 
Peter  Early,  Jaauw  Blliot,  Cabb  EUU.  EbawMr  Bl- 
mer,  James  Ksk,  Isaiah  L.  Oresn,  WUliaa  H^bs, 
Janes  Holland,  David  Hslmet,  John  a.Stkmm,  Wal- 
tm  toam,  I1id»bi  Kenan,  NebMalAKnl^t,  Edwaid 


Lkijd,  Patrick  Maginder,  Rabat  Marion,  WMIbm  Mc 
CrMTy,  David  Meriwgthcv,  Nidtolas  R.  Moore,  Tboinas 
Moore,  Jeremiah  Moirow,  Qordon  8.  Mumford,  Thomas 
Newton,  Jan.,  Jt^n  Randolph,  Joha  Shea  of  Tennis- 
Mse,  Jseob  Richards,  Peter  Sailly,  Thomas  Baodfotd, 
Martin  G.  SchuDeman,  Dennis'  Smelt,  John  Smith, 
Ssmnel  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Richard  Stanietd,  Jo- 
seph Stanton,  Samuel  Taggsrt,  Samnel  Tcnnsy,  Uri 
Tracy,  Abrun  Trigg,  Dsniol  C-  VarplsnA,  Kobeit 
WhilehiU,  Eliphalet  Wickea,  Nathan  WilUsine,  Joseph 
Winston,  sad  Thomas  Wfons. 

Ni,rs — Evan  Aleiander,  Isaac  Andecson,  Dand 
Bard,  Oeorge  M.  BedlngeT,  Bamabas  Bidwdl,  John 
Blake,  jun.,  Thomas  Blount,  Jamoitl.  Broom,  Robert 
Broirn,  Levi  Casev,  Jaba  Chandler,  Matthew  Cl^, 
Frederick  Cnrirsd,  Leonard  Covington,  Bicharil  Cutis, 
Bamael  W.  Dana,  John  DaTsoprat,  jimior,  "Hieodora 
Dolght,  Eliaa  Earie,'  WilUvn  Bly,  J<Aii  W.  Ewf. 
WiOiam  Pindl^,  Mm  FOwter,  Edwin  Gray,  Andrew 
Ongg,  Silas  Halsey,  Beth  Hastings,  Dand  HoORfa. 
John  Lambait,  Duncan  MscFsrlaod,  JosUA  Masters, 
John  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Jeremiah  Nelson, 
Gideon  Olin,  John  Poitei,  J<dm  Pngb,Jolui  Rea  of 
Pennsylvania,  John  Jtasaall,  Tltomas  Sammoas,  Eba- 
Seaver,  Ja&kM  Sloan,  John  S    '"      ~     ' 


Philip  Van  Corilandt,  JoMph  B.  Vantum,  Peleg  V 

worth,  John  W&haMU,  David  R.  Willisma,  Mantaduka 
Williams,  and  Alexander  Wilson. 

The  question  on  inserting,  in  lieu  t^what  'aras 
stricken  out,  a  clause  prescribing  imprisonmrat. 
for  not  more  than  Kn>norless  than  five  years,  wia 
carried  jvithout  a  diviEton.' 
,  Tbe  amendments  to  the  second  and  third  sec- 
tions were  read  and  agreed  to,  when  af^  several 
uQsuccessfnl  attempts  to  adjourn,  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  subject  was  postponed  till  Friday 
— ayes  71^to  which  day  the  House  adjourned. 

FaitiAY,  January  2,  ISOf. 

The  Spiiaxn  laid  before  tbe  Qonae  a  letw 
frbm  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  ettcloaing  the 
transeri{rt  of  decunons,  and  report  od  rejeeted 
claims,  made  by  the  domttiisBioneia  appointed  to 
examine  (he  claims  to  laud'  In  the  district  of  De- 
troit, in  conformity  with  the  several  acts  inak log 
provision  foe  the  disposal  of  tlie  public  lauds  in 
tbe  Territories  of  Inaiaoa' and  Michigan  ;  which 
were  read,  aud  referred  to  the  Committee  on  tha 
Public'  Lands. 

Ou-motiou  of  Mr.  Cloptoh,  tbe  petititA  of  sun- 
dry Britsh  merohants  and  others,  sabjeets  of  His 
Britannic  MajeMy,  presented  ta  tuis  Honse  on  the 
31st  of  December,  ^801,  was  referred  to  Mr.  Clop- 
ton, Mr.  Nathah  Williams,  Mr.  Helhs,  Mr. 
Biaaop,andMr.F'owiJta-,  toexamineaad  report 
their  opinion  thereupon  to  the  House. 

Mr.  HuiiroBD  preaented  to  the  Honse  a  peti- 
tion of  David  Oelston,  Collector  of  the  Coetoras 
of  tbe  district  of  New  York,  which  was  received 
and  read,  praying  to  be  reimbursed  in  tbe  aiDouDt 
of  damages  and  costs  sustained  by  him  in  atiempf- 
4Dg  to  detect,  by  judicial  proaeeaiions,  frauds 
committed  in  obtaining  from  his  office,  contrary 
to  the  laws  of  tbe  United  States,  registars  for  ve^ 
sels  owned  wholly,  or  in  part,  by  the  anbjaets  at 
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i  of  aandTjr  iQ  habitant  ofthe  ciif 

iDgtoa,in  thcTerritorf  ofColumbi^,  whose namM 
■re  thereunto  sobscribed,  which  vas  received  and 
resd,  preying  that  a  law  mhy  be  passed,  autbori- 
ling  the  cuRiTBlioii  of  tt?  public  gtound  in  the 
nid  city,  by  ibe  iahabitants  thereof,  upon  such 
tenn^  and  uodei  such  legulalloBij  as  Congress 
may  deem  jual  and  proper. — Referred  to  Mr. 
SofTTBAAD,  Mr;  Qbay,  and  Hr.-CovnfotoR.;  to 
unmiDe  and  report  their  opinion  thereupon  lb  the 

Mr.  Temnet,  from  th«  GommitTee  of  Reriial 
and  Unfinit>lted  Bosinen*,  \o  whom  it  was  referred 
to  examine  the  Journal  of  the  last  sessioh,  and  re- 
port ihnefrom  lueh  matters  of  business  as  were 
then  depending  and  nndeiermined,  made  report, 
in  pari;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  l&  l>«  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  JosEPB  Clat,  froiA  the  committee  ap- 
pointed oa  the  eleventh  ultimo,  presented  a  bill 
for  the  encouragement  of  learning,  and  fdrihe 
promqtion  of  the  vsefiil.arti;  which  was  reed 
twice,  and  oosnniitted  to  a  'Committee  ef  the 
Whole  on  Tuesday  vnt. 
On  motion  of  hu.  Aii^zAMnEB. 
Bendved,  That  a  committee  M  appointed  to 
inquire  wheiljer  any,  and:  if  any,  What,  further 
proTision  onght  K)  be  made,  by  (aw,  ^rescribrne 
the  manner  in  which  tb«  pnmic  acts,  retords,  and 
judicial  prooeediogsof  one  State  shall  be  proved 
and  giren  inevidnacein  another  Stale,. and  the 
effect  thereof;  and  that  they  have  leave  to  report 
by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

And  a  committee  Was  s):ipointe<l.  of  Mr.  Albx- 
AitDiB,  Mr.  BmwELb,  Mr.  Piev,  Mr-  Elher^  Mr. 
Eppcs,  Mm,  Tbohak  W.  TnoHpabit,  and  Mr. 
&AHnFOBn. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  RoqKb>Nelsom, 
Ordtrtd,  That  the  Mesuce  of  the  PMsident 
of  the  United  States,  of  the  6iteeBtb  uWmo,  eorr 
manicetioga  report  ofthe'Barveyorof  the  Pubtl 
Buildings,  at  the  City  of  Washiofitm,  on  the 
anhject  of  the  «aid  buildings,  be  referred  to  Mr. 
RooEB  Neuon,  Mr.  Lewis,  and  Mr.  Finulet. 
Mr.  J.  Ci^T  from  the  Committee  appointed  on 
the  petiiioo  ofiuodty  paientets  And  Oliver  Evans, 
pre^ted  a  bill  for  the  eaeonragement  of  learning, 
and  the  promotion  of  the  nBe(al  arts,  which  was 
vderred  to  a  Committee  ofthe  Whole. 

Mr.  Dawson  observed  that  in  the  year  1803^  a 
leaolntioa  had  been  passed'  by  the  Hodb&  which 
was  the  basia  of  a  law  for  the  exleosion  of  the  ez' 
temal  commerce  of  the  United  States  for  which 
purpose  •vsntall  appropriation  had  bwn  made. 
The  law  had  been  discnssed  with  closed  doors  ; 
after  Ihepassage  of  which  the  injunctioD  of  secrecy 
had  bven  removed.  Soon  a^erwards,  an  expedi- 
tion lud  been  undertaken  byCapt.  Lewis,  Capt. 
Clarke  and  others,  which,  taey  had  been  advised, 
had  been  attbodea  with  aH  the  lucoeM  expected. 
These  gentlemen  have  traced  the  MisMori  to  its 
■ooree;  and  have  pasted  aloon  the  Coinmbik  to 
tbe  Ptoile  Ocean,  exploring  ue  eoiKseorTariona 


itreams,  and  making  themselves  acquainted  with 
he  adjacent  country  and  its  inhabitants.  In  doing 
his,  they  have  Iraveried  an  immenie  eoontry, 
and  have  encoantered  and  overcome  great  dim- 
calties  and  perils.  Mr.  D.  said  they  had  fbrtaoate- 
Iv  returned,  and,  in  bis  opinion,  deserved  not  only 
the  thaoks  of  their  country,  but  likewise  the  grati- 
tude of  pogiertiy.  Mr.  D.  said  be  bad  been  in- 
duced from  these  coDsidCTBtioas  to  invite  the  atten- 
tion oF  the  House  to  the  subject;  in  the  prapriety- 
of  which  hewas  coflSrmed  by  the  original  com- 
sn  of  the  President,  which  held  out  the 
idea,  that  in  tbe  estimate  submitted  (o  the  House, 
■"le  sum  then  appropriatpd  was  bol  a  part  of  what 
light  eventually  be  necessary. 

Mr.-DAWBON  concluded  by  oSeriog  tbe  follow- 
ing resolution: 

Raolned,  That  f  Oommittee  Im  appointed  to  inqniro 

hat  eompensatjon  on|;ht  to  bs  made  to  Messrs.  Lewis, 
and  Clarke,  and  their  hrsTS  compiniaDs,  fbr  tbur 
late  sarrieeB  In  eijrioring  the  weslcm  waters,  to  report 
by  bill  aroQiM-wtsa. 

~')is  resolution  wasimihediitetyagreed io  wilh- 
di  vision. and  Messrs.  ALBTON,BAffKEB,BLAKE, 
J.  WurrGBiLL,  and  MorroWj  of  Virginia,  named 
the  committee. 

The  House  resolved  ileelf  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  tbe  report  of  tbe  Coramiltee  of 
Ways  and  MeaMj  on  the  petition  of  Anthony 
Beoezet  and  others,  which  report  was  favorable 
to  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners.  A  debate  of  con- 
siderable lepgtb  arose,  in  which  Messrs.  J.  Clat, 
FiNBLBY,  J.  Randolph,  R,  Nelboh,  Slo'an, 
SouTBABD,  and  Alexander,  advocated — ana 
Messrs.  Bollaitd,  BinwELL,  Macon,  JACEeoM, 
and  Alston,  opposed  the  report;  when  iheques- 
tionwas  taken  and  the  report  aEreedto. 

The  Coihmittee  rose,  and  the  House  immediate- 
ly considered  their  report,  and  agreed  to  it — ayes 
SI,  noes  46;  when  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Meant  was  instructed  to  bring  in  a  bill. 
JtmiCIAL  COURTS. 

Mr.  Elliot  moved  the  following  resolntioo : 

Setohtd,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inqnire 
what 'amendments  and  alterations  are  necessar;  in  the 
■BWnd  laws  relative  to  the  organisation,  powers,  and 
diKiea,  bf  the  judidsl  courts  of  the  United  Sute* ;  bbA 
that  the  aald  eommittaa  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 
'  Mv.  B.  said  that  he  had  the  hoiior,  some  dayv 
sinee,  to  present'to  the  House  certain  reiolutiona 
of  the  General  Assembly  of  Vermonc,  concHriing' 
in  an  amendment  proposed  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  by  the  Slate  of  Kentocky,  con- 
templatii^  a  fnaterlal  {jmitarlon  of  tbe  present 
CoDstitmionat  powers  of  the  Federal  Judiciary. 
This  amendment  has  been  adopted  by  several 
States,  but  has  also  been  rejected  by  sucn  a  num- 
ber, Hs  completely  to  ascertain  the  fact,  that  it 
cannot  a't  present  hecome  a  part  of  the  ConstilD- 
tionof  the  United  States.  Oreat  evilsi  certainly 
exist  in  consequence  of  the  exercise  of  the  powers 
now  legally  vested  in  the  federal  conits;  and  it 
becomes  important  to  inquire  whether  those  evils 
cannot  be  removed  by  theordinary  means  of  legia- 
Ution,  exeichMd  vritnin  the  sphere  of  the  Consti- 
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tatioDsl  powert  or  CoDgren.  From  the 
which  he  h&d  been  able  to  piy  to  the  subject.  Mr. 
E.  amid  that  he  was  cODviDced  thit  most  of  the 
grieTaocea  Comi^iDed  of  migbC  in  this  way  be 
ledreised';  and  ii  waa  to  btiog  this  important  sub- 
ject before  the  House  that  he  was  indticed  to 
make  the  present  motton,  and  to  hope  foi  jts 
adoption. 

The  resolutiod  was  adopted  withoni  a  diTisioa, 
aitdreferred  to  MasrB.BLU0T,G.  W.  Campbell, 

MOUFOBD,    SUELT,    BOTLE,    DwiflHT,   M.   Clat, 

BiooMB,  and  Llotd. 

PUNISHMENT  OP  cfeHTAIN  CHIMES. 

Mr.  DiwaoH,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
recommitted  the  bill  providiogfoi  thepuoishment 
of  certain  crimes  Ag^iait  the  Uoiled  8t«I«s,  re- 
ported the  bill  with  an  amendment,  ilrikiBg  out 
the  third  scctian,' which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
miitee  of  the  Whole  on.Mocdaf. 

Mr.  Dana  obserred  that  prosecntions,  he  under- 
stood, were  depecdicg  in  the  court*  of  the  tJniled 
Statei,  nob  arising  uoder  aDT  existing  statute  .or 
treaty  of  the  United  Slates,  but  prosecutions  sus- 
tained at  common  law.  In  four  cases  warrants 
bad  been  issued  at  the  order  of  the  court,  the  par- 
ties arrested  and  held  to  trial.  Two  of  these  pros- 
ecutions wpre  against  printen,  for  publicauoQS, 
which  had  appeared  in  their  papers  f  two  against 
clerical  gentlemen,  for  words  altered  by  them. 
The  charges  extended  to  raiiousqueetioDs  respect- 
ing paliiical  conduct,  morality,  and  religion.  It 
was  a  subject  dfivast  imporunce,  whether  this 
exlensire  range  would  be  allowed  to  a  public  ac- 
cuser, holding  his  place  nt  the  will,  of  the  Execu- 
-'   e  of  the  United  States. 


fine.and  iiaprlsooment,  according.to  the  di: 
of  the  court,  to  which  might  be  added  the  mutila- 
tion of  ibe  ears,  according  to  the  doctrine  of 
Coke,  in  the'  Star  Cbambef.  Security  may  also 
be  required  for  good  behafiout  for  his  whole  life. 
To  the  amount  of  fine  there  was  no  limitation. 

There  was  also  inrotTed  in  these  prosecaiioni 
an  interesting  question  as  toeyideace.  Shall  the 
truth  of  the  charges,  once  eftablished,  be  consid- 
ered ascoQclusiTe  evidence,  howe»er  pure  the  in- 
teutioDB  of  [be  accused  may  be  proved  to  bare 
been  1  With  this  queuioo  was  connected  the 
{iroTisions  of  a  celebrated  declaratory  statute  car- 
ried through  the  British  Parliament  by  a  diatin- 
guiihad  roan,  as  implicating  the  point  bow  far 
this  sMtuie  affected  the  common  law  in  the  Uni- 
ted Slates.  There  was  likewise  another  question, 
vizi  whether  the  person  charged  with  baring  ut- 
tered slanderous  words  shall  have  llberiy  to  proTe 
the  truth  of  what  he  uttered.  This  liberty  was 
dented  by  the  courts  of  Star  Chamber  ia  Eng- 
land. Such  had  been  the  fact  in  ihecaseof  Zeu- 
ga  in  America,  and  in  a  case  which  had  recently 
occurred  rn  one  of  ihese  States,  in  the  second  cir- 
cuit of  the  United  States,  on  the  trial  of  Cros- 
well.  '  Mr.  D.  concluded  by  observing  that  he  had 
■uggesied  these  ijdeas  as  an  apology  for  asking 
thai  the  subject  roight  be  examiaed }  and  theB  M 


offered  the  following  resoluiian : 


Raohed,  TYM  a  committee  be  appointed  U>  inqofaa 
wbether  prosecotioas  at  common  law  should  b«  nis- 
tained  in  the  courts  of  the  United  Sutea,  for  libeUoiu 

Eablicationa,  or  de&matoiy  word*,  tonidiiDg  penoas 
aiding  offices  or  places  of  tnut  aoder  the  United 
8utM,  and  whether  it  would  not  be  proper,  if  the  eanie 
be  sustained,  to  sllow  the  partiea  proeecuted  the  liber^ 
of  ffivin^  the  truth  in  atidence,  and  that  the  committe* 
jspoit  by  bill  or  othenrise. 

Mr.  Dana  moved  to  refer  thia  resolution  loa 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  BioWELL  said  the  object  of  the  leaolulkm 
appeared  to  be  merely  the  appointment  of  a  com- 
mittee to  inquire.  If  the  morer  would  so  modify 
it  as  to  obtaia  a  discu^ioavf  the  principle  ia- 
volved  in  it,  be  should  here  no  objection  (o  it. 
It  did  not  appear  to  him  in  order  to  refer  a  res^ 
lutbn  for  the  appoiatmeoi  of  a  select  committee 
to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House. 

Mr.  Dana  insisted  (hat  the  resolution  was  dear- 
ty  in  order ;  and  that  it  was  unnecessary  to  give 
it  the  form  of  a  specific  proposition  to  insure  to 
the  subject  a  full  discussion  in  Comjttittee  of  iba 
Whole; 

>Hr.  G.  W.  Campbell  .remarked,  that  IT  thia 
resoluiiou  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  only  queslioD  that  could  be  presented 
to  them  would  be  the  expediency  of  referring  it 
to  a  select  committee,  to  make  ihe  proposed  in- 
quiry.. The  most  regular  and  proper  course  wu 
to  riuer  the  resolution  in  the  first  instance  to  a 
select  commiuee,  and  afterwards  to  refer  their 
report  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  J.  Clat  said,  that  the  objectiou  made  to 
referring  this  resolution  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  wis,  that  it  was  best  to  refer  It  in  tfaefirtt 
inatance  to  a  t^ect  committee  to  settle  tbe  prin- 
cipled But  this  would  be  to  invert  the  osoal 
course. pursued  in  tbe  House,  whiah  was  first  to 
settle  principles  in  a  Commiitee  of  tbe  Wlwle. 
He  had  understood  that,  in  the  second  circuit  of 
the  United  States,  prosecutions  and  indrctmenu 
bad  been  loade  at  common  law.  Jo  times  past, 
wtich  he  hoped  wouhl  nerer  return,  a  aeditioa 
law  had  been  passed.  That  law  gave  every  man 
accDaed  tbe  liberty  of  giving  tbe  truth  in  evidence. 
He  understood  that,  under  the  common  law,  afiet 
aa  indictment  was  ^^ferred,  the  tmtb  was  not 
-pefihitied  to  be  given  in  evidence  ;  and  titat,  nndet 
ihLs  doctrine,  they  would,  therefore,  Ik  worse  off 
than  dnder  the  sedition  law.  He  hoped  the  reso- 
lution would  t>e  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to  make  the  propHMed  inquiry. 

Mr.  BimvsLL  agreed  that  a  X^ommiltee  of  iho 
Whole  was  the  proper  place  for  settling  prinei- 
plea.  If  the  resolution  were,  framed  so  as  to  an- 
swer this  purpose,  it  should  hare  his  approbation. 
Bat  the  only  question,  in  its  jnreseni  form,  was 
merely  for  the  appointment  of  a  select  commit- 
tee to  investigate  the  subject,  which  inresiigation 
would  be  most  properly  made  in  a  Committee  of 
tha  Whole. 

Mr.  ^iNOT  aaid  that  tba  obiection'of  hit  col- 
league seemad  to  be  to  the  ward  tngtn'ro  Mr.  ^ 
thought  it  waa  most  proper  for  the  House,  in 
Cominiaee  of  iha  Wlude,  to  datwmiiit  whether 
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it  woald  be  expedient  to  ■ppoial  a  select  eomioit- 
Ue.to  inqoire.  If  U  sbould  be  decided  tbatno. 
■ueb  ioqutrr  is  expedient,  iheie  woQld  be  ■n  end' 
to  tbe  basioesi.  IfacDptrary  deeiaioa  wereoiBde, 
tbeo  ■committee  migbi  be  appointed  to  make  the 
inqnitf.  Tbe  gentlemaD  wo^Jd  not  ny  thit  the 
raolaiioit  did  not  eontaio'a  principle  of  vast  im- 
.  partanee,  well  worchy  of  inTertJMtioa.  lo  his 
opinion,  it  was  best  firat  to  settle  the  prineiple  in 
dommiUee  of  the  Whole,  and  then  iaitfnct  a  se- 
lect committee  on  tbe  nainre  of  the  inqniiy,  sod 
the  define  ta  which  it  should  be  made^ 

Mr.BppBB  nid,  be  ahaold  vote  for  a  refe'ieDce 
of  the  lesolatioD  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
althDng:h  be  believed  it  was  not  dnnghiedio^Dch 
a  form  as  it  shooM  be,  to  intan  a  discnsaion  of 
the  'principles  invoived  it.  If  be  understood  it, 
it  would  reduce  the  Hoase  to  tbeneceHJly  of  dis- 
cuubglhe  qneati OB,  which  had  be ett  heretofore 
discussed,  .Wbelhar  the  passage  of  a  law  giving  a 
man  a  right  to  sire  the  troth  in  eridence,  wonid 
■bridge  his  rigfhts.'  He  could  have  wished  Ibe 
genileman  from  Connectjom  to  have  stated  a  spe- 
eific  prapositioB^  sneh  as  that  the  eotamon  law  of 
BnglBadis  not  a  part  of  thelsw  of  the  United 
Slates,  and  that  in-all  praseeutipns  it  it  the  light 
of  a  citizeti  to  gi*e  the  truth  in  evideiiGe. 

Mr  £.  said  he  wished  the  gendeman  v^onld  eo 
fbitfaei',  uid  ofief  a  rcsolu|ion  to  inquiie  itito  the 
official  oondnct  of  any  jodge  who  bad  dared  to 
insiitote  sacb  pioseeotions  ai^had  been  inlimaled. 
Be  would  have  no  objection  to  going  a  step  far- 
ther, to  impeaching  bim  and  ToliQg  for  hn  re- 
monl. 

Mr.  E.  said,  that  slthoogh  he  should  rote  for  the 
retell Dce  of  this  resolmioo',  b'e  conldnorbut  re- 
mark thai  it  was  extraordiitary  tor  ibe  gentleman 
from  Connecticut  to  makesuoh  a  motipo.  Sup- 
pose the  gentleman  were  to  ofiet  a  resolution  for 
appointing  a  committee  Co  Inquire  whether  a  ciii- 
»n  of  the  United  Slates  bad  a  right  to  the  privi- 
lege of  the  habeas  corpas  Act,  would  liot  soch  a 
proposition  be  deemed  most  extraordinary  1  But 
10  sliow  that  he  was  not  Afraid  to  meet  the  ques- 
li«n,  o«c«  already  agitated  in  this  couQtry,  be  was 
ready  to  refer  tfaepretent  resolution,  as  well  as  to' 
inquire  into  the  official  ci»idnet  of  any  indge  who 
had  practised  the  doelrines  t^mioned  hy  &egen- 
tleman  fioin  Conneetient. 

Mr.  DiMt.  said,  be  would  explain  to  the  Heose 
ibe  reasons  which  had  iodaeed'hitn  to  sabmitlbe 
raolntion  in  its  present  form.  In  the  &bs«rvai- 
tions  ha  had  ctfersd,  he  had  avoided  all  allusion 
to  the  past  questions  which  been  -agilsted  in  this 
coantrj.  Ho  did  not  wish  lo  present  the  propo- 
lion,  in  its  outset,  in  such  a  form  as  might  give 
offence  to  any  part  of  the  House;  hgt  in  such  a 
form  that  the  House  might,  afler  a  deliberate  io- 
veitigaiion  of  the  subject,  express  their  opinion 
upon  it.  He  had  supposed  it  would  beelearty  in 
order,  in  the  Gommitlee  of  the  Whole,  to  more 
an  amendment,  denUraiory  of  principle,  instead 
of  referring  the  inquiry  to  a  select  committee,  in 
ease  that  mode  should  be  deemed  most  eligible. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Camfbill  did  not  wish  it  to  be  un- 
4n«to«d  that  he  had  tu^y  otg«etion  to  the  ^ibs- 


tion  coming  before  Ibe  House.  On  tbe  contrary, 
if  doubts  existed  of  the  right  of  the  cilixen  in 
any  State,  who  was  aceuseo,  to  give  the  truth  in 
evideDee,'lie  hoped  tbe  qUhtion  would  be  settled 
by  the  House.  He  entertained  a  difftrEDt  opinion 
on  this  subject  from  that  which  had  been  express- 
ed. In  a  nnmber  of  the  Slates,  the  taws  gave  the 
individual  the  right  of  giviog  the  tiiith  in  evi- 
dence. He  bad  always  considered  the  State  laws 
on  this  subject  binding  on  the  Federal  conrta. 
This  question  had  nerer  influeneedthe  proceed- 
ings of  the  conrts  .with  which  he  was  best  ae- 
qnainied;  and  if  it  had  affected  their  proceedings 
in  other  States,  it  was  high  lime  to  settle  the  ques- 
tion. The  remarks  which  He  bad  made  did  not 
appear  to  be  understood  by  the  gentlemaa  from 
Pennsylvania.  He  did  not  consider  the  select 
committee;  10  wfaon  it  was -proposed  to  refer  this 
resolniiojQ,  as  intended  to  decide  the  'principle,  bnt 
to  determine  whether  ifAt  proper  for  tbe  House  to 
discuss  it.  He  was  clearly  «f  opinion  ihei  the 
resolntma  should  not  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
the' Whole-  It  wooM  not  be  there  in  order  to  set- 
tle.tbe  principle,  bnt  merely  to  determine  whether 
it  should  be  referred  io  a  select  committee.  What, 
then,  would  be  the  efleel  df  this  coarse?  After 
the  report  of  the  select  committee,  the  Commitiee 
of  the  Whole  unst  then  discuss  the  principle.   It 


Mr.  Shilib  wished  tbe  gentleman  from  Con- 
neeticot  would  present  a  specifto  proposition  on 
the  subject,  wkich  would  ensbleihe  House  to  de- 
cide on  the  principle,  and-  afterwards  refhr  it  to  a 
select  committee.  This  was  a  roand-about  way 
of  doing  bunoess.  The  only  object  of  tbe  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  would  be  to  inquire  vrhetfaer 
it  would  be  proper  to  appoint  a  oommiitee  to  in- 
quire; whereas,  if  a  speciSc  resolntioa  was  offer- 
ed, the  principle  involved  in  it  might  bo  decided 
in  a  Committee  of  the  Whole.  He  Irosied  there 
was  no  diSerenee  of  opinion  on  the  subject  in  the 

Mr.  BbT  did  not  pretend  to-be  well  scqtiMiDted 
with  the- nsnal  mode  of  doing  basiness  io  the 
House ;  but  H  b»  tmdersiood  tbe  object  of  the 
motion  made  by  the  genilemaa  from  Conneetient  ^ 
•-  gife  tiie  cotnmittee  appointed  such  a 
in  as  the  House,  insteadof  the  mover, 
might  wish.  If  the  House  considered  the  motion 
as  not  ^mctly  ri^t,'  it  would  be  in  their  power  to 
give  such  comittisslon  asshoiild  be  most  oonscnta- 
neous  to  tbeii  ideas.  He  thought  this  the  most  ew- 
rect-confse.  A  gentleman  £aws.np  a  resolniion, 
which,  perhaps,  only  in  part  suggests  the  opinions 
of  the  majority  |  the  HoiKe  then  lay  it  before  a 
Commvttee  of  the  Whole,  to  modify  it  acearding 
to  theii  ideas.  Mr.  £.  thought  the  whole  subject 
woidd  be  before  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
that  it  would  be  in  the  power  of  gentlemen  to 
modify  it  as  they  pleased. 

Mr.  EpPBa  said,  if  he  nnderstood  the  object  of 
tbeMSolption,  it  Resented  two  subjects  for  con- 
sideration ;  the  Sat  of  whicb  was,  whether  the 
common  law  of  England  was  the  law  o^he  land ; 
and  the  aaoinid,  whether  in  casea  of  proseeation, 
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1  afidCDoe.    He 

uaD  bjr  ibe  one  be  had  propowdi  be  bad  dnwn 
■ucti  resolutioiH,  &Dd  would  cesd  tbem  .by  wny  of 
ftrsumeat, 

Mr.  B.  hsi«  read  (be  io\\.oyna.%  i«sol«itioai 

I.  Muohtd,  That  the  common  Uw  of  Gngltnd  ■ 
bM  b  nH  of  tha  Uw  of  the  United  Btstca,  eio^it  «i 
Ai  M  It  bM  bMD  *dopUd  bf  the  lawi  of  tha  United 
StaMe  or  of  the  tmdiridual  SmIh  ;  uidlhatthe  pne- 
MBtwnofapeiiMmktMmiBM'Uw&r  libdii  ■  aiala- 
ti«»  of  the  teadom  «f  tba  prwu,  and  egatraiy  totbe 
ConAitntioa  of  tha  United  Siuaa. 

i.  Hitobitd,  ThiU  in  &U  prowontione,  wbelhei 
inal  oi  o^iwice,  itii  the  natural  right  of  the 
to  (iie  in  eTidence  the  tnitb.  . 

M(.  D^NA  enid  tlw(,  in  ptemrinx  ihe  reatdulion 
vbich  be-bad  offered,  be  bad  endeavored  to  prft- 
Mat  it  in  the  moat  nneiMMioBtUe  form  ;•  under 
the  impreHtOD  that,  whra  tbeaubJMt  wat  before  a 
CoRiiBitlea  of  tbe  Whole,  it  might  be  modified 

Xablr  lo  the  witbe*  of  tbe  majority!  and 
e  (be  reaolDtiona  offered  bjr  tbe  fCDileman 
from  Virgiaia  migbi  be  mored  ai  an  amendmenl 
taiberwolQltouBwfaichfaehadaubmitted.  Bbonid 
he  agrM  to  aubstituie  ibeae  reHilntioiw  in  lieu  of 
hit  own,  he  might  be  considered  ai  agreeing  with 
the. gentleman  in  ererr  wont  they  conuiiied; 
wbereai  it  coald  not  be  expected  that  he  oould 
b«  raadr  bauily  to  pledge  himielf  on  anj  apccific 
tetoluiion  uulil'be  had  maliirelv  conudeted  it. 
Tbe  gentleman  from  Virginia  bad  )laubil«i>  fully 
eonaidered  ibem,  ami  waa  prepaied  To  giro  hia 
Toie.  Wiihoatj  however,  pl-oooiuliiiitg  on  Uie 
prineiptea  eontaioed  in  them,  he  thought  at  Icatt 
there  was.toroe  JDaccaTacy  in  tbe  laagoage. 

Mr.  Eppsb  did  not  aupptwe  th»t  Tenilutiofla  ba»- 
lilr  drawn  noaanaed  all, tbe  profaauonel  Mctiracy 
wntob  miffhi  be  given  to  them ;  and  very  possi- 
bly  they  ifid  not  poaaeai  all  the  preciaion  which 
votiLd  have  characterized. thbm  if  drawn  by  tbe 
pen  of  (he  genileman  from  Connecticut.  But  the 
objactioB  of  the  gentlanan  otherwiM  was  not  well 
Cotnded,  if  therceolBtioBabehadaoggeetcd  were 
to  Vc  ubmhted  immediately  to  the  decid^n  of  the 
Honte,  (bete  might  be  some  solid  ot^tioD  ;  but 
when  11  waa  known  that  the  object  waa  to  refer 
them  for  diMuaiioo,  they  Amounied  to  nonMre 
than  an  ezpreaaion  of  the  aentimeats  of  ihemorer 
on  the  aubjeet.  Mt..B.  laid  he  religieuily  be- 
liered  that  ibeanatnon  law  of  EngUod  waa  tievec 
a  part  of  tbe  law  of  tbe  laad,  and  that  when  a 
man  waa  proMculed,  he  bad  a  right  to  give  the 
traih  ia  evidence.  'If  the  senlleman  peraialed  in 
lefiuing  to  modify  bia  resoTutioD,  be  would  move 
a.pttatponemeitt  for  (he  purpoae  of  iptcodueing  hia 
own. 

Mr,  Sfbubs  ^id,  a  tatoiion  to  poilpone  had  no 
prelereoee  «ver  a  motion  lo  eouimiL 

Mr,  Alexandeb  said,  (bat  (he  reralotion  nndei; 
conaideraliun,  if  not  the  moat  lecbnioally  accurate, 
appeared  to  bim  the  most  proper  for  (be  adoption 
of  tbe  Houw.  It  eontaJDed  two  prgpoBitiona — 
firat,  whether  it  ia  eipedienl  to  inquire  whether 
the  protocuting  offieeta.af  the  UiuUd  &atea  have 


a  right  U  inatiinte  prosecutiona  for  dcfaroatorr 
language ;  and,  aecondly,  if  ao,  whether,  in  aocn 
proneeutioDa,  the  truth  can  be  given  in  evidence  t 
It  bad  been  objected  to.  because  it  aobmiiied  it  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  decide,  whethv 
it  were  expedient  to  appoint  a  aelecl  committee 
to  iai^uire,  Tbe  geatleman  from  Tennanee  waa 
of  ofaoion  that  it  would  not  be  eontpetcnt  lo  t 
Commiitee  of  the  Whole  to  diseoM  the  principlea 
of  tbereaulution  j  but  that  they  would  be  excla- 
aively  confined  to  a  conaideration  of  the  cxpedi^ 
eoc]^  of  appointing  n  select  committee'  t«  make 
the  inouiry,  Mr.  A,  aaid  tbia  was  not  bia  opin- 
ion. Bel'ore  the  QommiRee  of  tbe  Whole  the 
whole  aubject  would  preaent  itaelf.  He  added 
that  he  could  conceive  of  a  phraseology  that  would 
Dot  coptvia  the  obpoxioua  term  "s^ect  cofam(t> 
fee,"  lo  wit,  to  make  tbe  resolutica  read.  "  whetbcc 
It  is  not  expedient  to  inquire,"  Ac.,  omitting  alto- 
gelberi  the  term  select  'committee.  Would  not 
this,,  however,  be  presenting  the  subject  in  tb* 
•ame  point  of  view  1  And  if  the  Committee  of 
tbe  Whole  decided  that  i(  waaproJMr  to  make  the 
inquiry,  the  next  alep  would  be  to  appoint  a  se- 
lect committee.  Mr.  A.-  thought  the  qneatioB 
of  high  importance,  and  the  aousse  profoaed  v«7 
prpper.  It  waa  beat  to  preaent  the  subieot  iindn 
a  geaeral  view,  and  not  in  the  specific  form  auf- 
geiiedby  tbe  gentleman  from 'Virginia.  HeshooH 
therefore  vole  for  ibe  reference.  He  declared  him- 
self of  -opinion  that  tbe  kcoused  had  a  right  to 
give  the  truth  in  evidence;  but  said  be  bad  not 


Tbe  teferenca  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whols 
«[U  then  agreed  to — ayea  57.  n(iee41;and  lbs  rv 
■olution  made  the  wder  for  ThoTsdaynexl. 

MoHDAT,  Jajitiary  5. 

Aoothei  member,  to  wit :  Matvuiw  Waltom, 

from  Kentucky,  appeared,  and  took  his  seM  in  th« 

Tbe  following  Message  wma  received  from  tka 
Preaident  of  the  United  States : 
To  Uc  Awsr  d/ ApraMnMMMr  </ (fa  lAtdarf  fittafM  « 

In  oomplianoa  with  (he  request  or  tha  Aivaeof  Rep- 
raaentatiTaa,  communicated  in  tbeb  leaohWiiHi  of  lh» 
twenq^aizlh  -of  December,  I  now  la;  bsAn  then  a 
reportofthsSewataiyofdieNevjan  tlMstalael  dw 
Ugataa,  aupplemantaty  W  hia  fcrmer.repoit  of  Jaoiiaif 
twenty-eighth,  of  the  laat  yeari  communieatad  lo  tha 
House  of  Hroresenlatiwa. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 

Jahhui  6,  1B07. 

The  Mesaaage  was  read,  and,  together-witk  the 
dqcumeniB  accompanying  the  same,  ordered  to 
"*  on  the  ubie. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Boubb  Nbi-boh, 

Setolved,  That  a  commiiiee  be  appointed  to 
inqoire  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what,  alieratione 
oughi  to  be  made  in  ihe  militia  laws  of  the  Dte- 
irict  of  Columbia,  with  leave  to  report  by  bill,  or 
otherwise. 

And  a  eommitlM  waa  tppoioiad,  of  Mf .  RooaR 
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Punithment  of  cerUim  CrimM. 


Nelbon,  Ur.  Vtn  C*btujidt,  Hr.  Tmoa,  Mr- 
Bloont,  and  Mr.  Rea,  of  PwnajrlTBDia. 
A  Menage  in*  ncuTcd  from  the  PrMidaat  of 


theUaJtcd  State«tiiiwmjuii>ga  oopyof  the  lawa 

of  lb<  Terriiory  of  IdiehigaD,  pu«ea  by  <h«  Qar- 

,t  ^J  Jadges  of  ikc  Teuitory,  during  the  yeei 


one  tfaounod  eight  baDdwd  uid  fire.  Tlie  Mid 
Ues^ge  was  lead,  and,  v^tiher  wiih  the  laws 
tiBOamUted  ibcrewiili,  ordw6d.to  lie  on  iheHabk. 
Mr.  PAKfB  jveaeBted  to  the  Hoiue  «  petition 
of  William  Heatj  I{iEiiaoa,  Qoveroor  of  ibe  1b- 
difma  Tamtorjr,  wttich  vu  Koeired  aod  nad, 
prtfiitg  compeBiotion  for  hia  Mrvicw  in  atsiuisg 
to  prepaid  the  lawi  of  the  caid  district^  prerioua 
to  ike  &ist  of  OciobMJ  1804}  nd  for  hi*  MrftMs 
u  GoTuaor  and  SaperintepdeiH  of  lodian  A&in 
for  tbetuoei  frooi  thst  penod  loiitefifst  of  July 
foUowing.— Referred  to  the  C^mnitMe  of  .Claims. 
Mr.  Mabmaddkb  WtLLUMS,froin  ihe  eonfait- 
teeappointad  on  the  iwsDty-MOOAd  oltiqip,  pie- 
•eoUMl  a  bill  to  txteiul  the  power  ofgraBliog  writs 
of  JDjuoclioDi  to  the  Judgw  of  the  Diatriet  Conns 
of  the  United  State* ;  which  wag  read  twioe  and 
oommiued  to  a  GommiKee  df  the  whola  Uoqae 
on  Thuraday  next 

Mr.  Temmet,  from  the  Conimittaa  of  Ra*i*al 
and  Unfiai*hed  Businttt,  to  whom  i(  was  referred 
to  exatnine  and  lepurt  *acblaw«of  the  United 
Bt»tea  a*  haTS  expired,  or  are  near  expiring,  madr 
a  report,  in  parr,  thereon ;  jwlucb  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Baolvtd,  That  the  ComiBtaee  of  ComnMiee 
and  Manufaelurei  be'direotad  to  inqvira  into  the 
expediency  of  continuing  in  fMoe,  ibr  a  further 
term,  the  act,  eniiiied  "Aliaet  loaoipend  the  eom- 
metcial  iutcreonrae  between  the  United  State* 
and  certain  part*  of  the  Iiland  of  BaintDomiainii" 
and  thai  they  be  autfiotixed'  to  rqmrl'by  biD,  or 
otherwise. 

The  Honae,  raaolred  it*^  into  a  ComQiilb 
the  Whole  on  ihe  bill  autbotisin^  the  ditob 
of  William  Heatn  from  hi«  impnaonmrnt. 
bill  wa*  rep«Ced  wUhout  anMD<UDMt,and  ordered 
to  be  engitxaed  and, read  thB  third  timeio-mor- 
tow. 

hlr.  JoHH  Ranpoupk,  frdm  tke  CiHniiiltiM  of 
Way*  an;!  Means,  presented  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  AdihODj'Benezet, and  titfaws;  which  waaiwiee 
read  and  coauoitied  toa,Committe»of  {he  Whole 


The  Hoiue  reeolred  itielf  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  George 
Liule.  The  bill  waa  reported  witboat  aoiend- 
ment  and  ordered  to  be  eogrouad,  and  read  the 
third  time  lo-morroir. 

Mr.  V.1II  CoBTi^Nvr,  ftom  the  committee 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the  HigUand 
Company,  prayingfor  the  application  of  a  part  of 
the  surplus  revenue  of  the  post  office  toward*  the 
complecian  of  the  (arnpike  road.whjeh  they  afe 
engued  in  executing,  made  B.report. 

The  report  acknowledga  ibe  high  importance 
of  the  ubjecl,  but  gives  an  opinion  Ibat  it  is  inex- 
pedient for  the  Oovernment  of  the  United  Siatei 
to  iBierfere  with  the  making  of  turnpike  lond*. 
i_Jdt,  Yuf  C.  obaecTcd  ihai  Ibe  membeti  of  tlw 


OB  Monday.    Agreed  to — yeas  54. 

The  House  resamed  the  consideration  of  the 
rapori  of  the  Committee  of  the  Wbole  House  on 
the-bill  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  slaves  inio 
the  United  States.  - 

-Mr.  8L,oAninoTed  to  strike  ont  the  foartb  sec- 
tion, with  tike  view  of  intrOduciiig  a  aeetion  to 
the  following  efleci:  That  all  slave*  imported 
into  a  Stale  allowing  stavery  fbatl  be  declared 
free— for  whom,  food  and  raiment  shall  be  pro- 
vided, nntil  Ihey  stanll  be  restored  to  freedom  in 
their  native  land,  or  removed  to  BlatA  in  which 
the  lawe  are  oOBgenial  to  their  freedom,  where 
tbey  ritall  be  bo«nd  ont  for  a  term  of  yean. 

Odty  three   members  rising  in  favor  of  Hr. 

LOAx'a  motion,  it  waa  disagreed  to. 

Afte*.  fnitber  progrenintfae  consideration  of 
the  report,  the  Committee  -rose,  and  It  was  poat- 
potied  till  Wedneedar. 

PUNISHMENT  OP  CERTAIN  CB1ME8. 

The  Hoose  reaolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Wbole  on  die  bill  providing  for  the  pnotsh- 
mentof  oertain  crimes  ngaibst  the  United  States. 
I  In  correspondence  with  the  reCommeadalion  of 
the  select  committee,  the  third  section  (which 
gave  rite  to  the  debate  on  a  former  day)  wiu 
stricken  oat.- 

Mr.  Btfeb  moved  to  etrihe  out  the  second  sec- 
tion. He  remarked  that,  in  tbe  first  section,  eer- 
tain  offence*  were  enomerated — *uah  as  the  "be- 
'  ginning,  orsettingonfoot^  or  the  providing  or  pre* 
Sparing  the  meam  for  any  military  expedition  or 
'  enterpriae,  with  iliteDt  of  taking  posresaion  of 
'any  Uxt.  araenal,  magaxine,  dock,  navy  yard,  or 
'  any  pnblk  vewel  of  the  United  States ;  .or  of  in- 
'  vading  or  oeenpyiBg  with  an  armed  force,  any 
'  pan  ta  the  United  States,  or  the  territories  ther^ 
>  of;  or  with  intent,  fn  any  other  manner,  of  lery- 
'  iog  war  agaioM  the  United  Stales,  or  itf  adhering 
'  to  the  anemie*  of  iba  said  States;  or  with  in- 
*  tent,  as'  aloretaid,  eombitiing  or  cona^iring  to- 
'  gelher,  or  connaelling,  adyisiog,  or  attempting 
'  to  aei  on  fool,  provide,  or  prepare  (be  means  for 
■  any  *oah  military  axpoltiion  or  enterprise,  or  to 
'procure  anysacD  military  expedition  or  entcr- 
'■priaa,  orto  procure- any  tnsurreetion,  unlawful 
'  BsMmbly,  or  combiBBtion  for  snch  purpose." 
'  Under  the  W*ords  of  the  second  section,  tt  is 
provided,  "  Thai,  the  tri»l  of  these  offences  may 
'  be  bad  in  any  of  the  districta  or  territories  Where 
'  any  of  Ibe  acts  constiinling  the  offence  shall  be 
'eomminnl,  andall  the  act  constituting  the  of- 
<  fence,  may  be  brought  in  evidence  on  such  trial, 
'  in  whatever  part  of  the  United  States,  or  the 
'  lerritoriea  tbertof,  they  may  havi  been  com- 
'  milted." 

Now,  anppese,  under  this  act,  a  certain  sit  of 
men-shall  form  b  conspiracy  in  Wash  I  Dgton,  shall 
counsel  or  attempt  to  set  it  on  foot  in  Keotucl^j 
shall  prepare  ihemeans  for  it*  execDtion  in  Tndi- 
ata,  and  shall  procure  an  insurreclioo  in  the  Or> 
leani  Territory.  Under  this  section,  a  man  may 
be  aeixad  in  Orleans  and  Iried  in  Wasbingion.    u 
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H-orR. 


of  rerfofn  Crvmet. 


Jakdj 


the  section  wts  snRceptible  of  Ihia  coniUuctloB, 
it  ounht  lo  be  airuck  odI.  If  it  were  not  liable  to 
this  coD»iruction,  the  words  ought  to  be  so  modi- 
fied M  \o  render  ihe  meaainff  more  explieil.  •  Oae 
of  tbe  most  Tsluable  priTiugee  secured  by  the 
CoastitutioD.wos  the  trial  bf  ■  jury  or  the  Ticiil- 
age.  Were  cliis  provisioa  retmioed,  it  would  be  id 
the  power  of  the  Goverament  to  oppress  and  ruin 
any  man  charged  with  the  ofiences  enameiatcd 
in  Ihe  act.  It  would  be  easy  for  it  to, go  into  dv- 
taot  territories,  aod  huDI  up  oitcunuwuces  on 
which  lo  found  criminal  charges;  bat,  how  was 
it  postibtc  for  the  ifldividual  accused  la  colleet 
ioformatioa  to  repel  them  1 

Mr.  Dawboh  said  (he  constructioD  giren  by  his 
colleague  to  this  section  was  the  true  one ;  failt, 


would  be  impossible  lo  punish  the 
ated  in  (be  i)ill.  A  man  maf  set  such  a  project 
going  ia  Pennyslvania,  and  iben  reatove  to  a  dis- 
tance, and  ihuG  commit  one  act  in  one  State,  and 
ODc  in  aooiher.  Was  it  not  right  and  just  that 
he  should  be  brought  before  a  cotjrt  where  tbe' 
whole  of  these  acts  couM  be  considered  1  The 
ptorision  was  by  no  mpaas  new.  It  would  be 
seen,  by  examination  of  laws  relative  to  the  Post 
Office  Departmept,  that  it  bad  been  long  siace 


the  gentleman  from  Virginia  as  going  much  far- 
ther than  the  bill  warranted.  The  first  &ectiaa 
■pecified  certaia  acts,  either  of  which  were  pua- 
ishable,  and  not  all  of  them  collectively.  Several 
of  these  offences  were  complex  in  their  nature — 
iot  instance,  a  combination  or  conspirtrcy,-  con- 
■isting  of  acts,  a  part  of  which  might  be  commit- 
ted ia  one  State,  and  part  ia  another.  The  cii^ 
cumBiaocep  whose  udiod  was  tequiHie  to  form  a 
conspiracy)  often  took  place  in  eeveral  eouaties 
in  the  same  State — in  which  case,  the  principle 
adopted  in  every  Stale  made  tbe  crime  triable  ia 
either  county;  otheprise,  it  would  be  impracli- 
MbLe  to  take  into  consideration  the  nature  of  the 
offences  which  constitute  the  crime  for  which  the 
iikdiridital  was  charged.  The  oase  was  (be  same 
in  the  present  instance.  Some  part  of  the  oSeocc 
may  be  cominiued  in  one  Sute,  and  soma  part  of 
it  ia  another.  These  ofieaces  might  eitbei  be  oaa- 
aidered  separately,  and  then  a  man  would  be  ex- 
posed to  more  than  one  trial,  otcDUeoti*ely,ascao- 
■tituting  one  offence,  in  which  cas»  there  would  be 
but  one  trial.  For  instaaee,  one  ofieOce  may  be 
in  part  committed  in  Ohio,  and  part  in  Kentucky. 
Unless  this  offence,  was  tried  in  a  collectiTa  view, 
it  would  be  impossible  to  take  a  full  view  of  the 
whole  cTidence,  or  to  punish  the  crime  agreeably 
to  the  aggravation  of  the  offence.  Hri  B.  con- 
cluded, by  obseriioff  that  they  were  only  in  this 
bill  declaring,  in  relalioii  lo  the  different  diatriclt 
of  the  United  States,  what,  agreeably  lo  the  com- 
mon law,  took  place  in  tbe  difiereot  countiea  of 
the  same  Sisie ;  and  that  this  provision,  so  far 
from  being  repieheoslbta,  appeared  to  him  etsen- 
lial  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Effgs  said  he  believed  there  ware  no  ocea- 
nonson  which  legitlatiTe.bodiea  ought  to  prooMd 


with  so  much  camion,  as  when  they  were  abont 
to  make  any  changes  in  the  criminal  code.  It  too 
of^eo  happened,  when  they  passed  a  law  for  a  par- 
ticular occasion,  that  thev  lost  sight  of  the  rights 
of  the  cilizen,<aitd  eslabllahed  a  dangerous  prece- 
dent. It  was  his  wish,  always,  to  legislate  on 
general  priaeiples,  aad  not  for  partienlar  oeoa* 
aions ;  and  (hat  they  should  conSne  ihemselvea  lo 
the  psnage  of  sUch  laws  as  might  be  safely  ad- 
ministered, at  all  limeS|  as  the  laws  of  the  land. 
The  gentleman  from  UasaachoseUs  has  confined 
his  olaerraiic^ns  to  the  Utter  part  of  tbe  objec- 
tion* he  had  made  to  the  teclioD)Vik;  the  testi- 
raoayto  be  adduced.  But  he  would  ask  whether, 
■1  a  candid  man,  he  could  obviate  the  first  objec- 
tion he  bad  mhde?  '  If  a  man  committed  diBet^ 
ent  acts  in  fifty  different  sections  of  tbe  Udion,  be 
mfgbl,  under  this  prorision,  be  taken  in  any  one 
of  tnem,  and  be  tried  and  punished  where  it  Would 
beimpossitdefar  himtoget  testimony;  and  where 
he''woQld  be  bOrne  dtnrn  by  the  arm  of  power. 
The  language  'of  the  section  is :  "  Tbe  trial  may 
^  be  hiid  in  atiy  of  the  districts,  where  any  of  the 
'  aets  eonstituimg  tbe  offence  have  been  commit- 
'  ted."  What  are  these  acta?  The  first,  is  the 
beginning  or  setting  on  fool  a  military  expedition. 
Thisiaone^lisiineisct.  The  forming  a  eODspiracy 
or  combiaation.  This  is  Another  act.  And  so  of 
any  other  acts  recited  in  the  bill,  under  whicb  a 
man  may  be  seized,  and  dragged  here  for  trial,  pro- 
vided anv  one  of  the  offences  was'committed  bere, 
though  aU  the  rest  were  committed  elsewhere. 

Mr.  E.  said  he  bad  another  objection  to  this 
provieion.  It  ^ye  the  officers  a  right  to  seize  a 
mat),  and. try  bim  in  that  district  most  prejudiced 
against  him.  In  one  distriet  he  tnay  be  very  odi- 
ous, in  another  highly  popular.  He  believed  this 
was  very  mach  the  case  al  preMnt.  Woald  this 
be  fairf  Ifgenilemen  are  disposed  to  act  properly, 
let  the  oBisnce  be  tried  in  ih^  district  where  it  la 
committed.  Let  them  adhsM  to  the  principles  nf 
the  Constitution. 

Mr:  B.  said,  that  gentlemen  might  have  an  op- 

rtuaity  of  turning  their  attention  to  the  subject, 
would,  move  that  tbe  Committee  sbonid  rise. 
Mci  BinwBij,aaid,  before  the  qaestion  was  taken 
on  the  rising  of  the  Committee,  be  wished  for  a 
moment  to  eiamioe  the  nature  of  tbe  objection 
offered  'by  the  ffeoileman  from  'Virginia.  The 
enameralion  in  ine  first  section  eiplatned  the  dif- 
ferent offences,  and  classes  of  offences,  each  of 
which  made  adiffereot  offence.  The  second  sec- 
tion did  not  say  one  offence,  committed  in  oott 
{^ce,  should  be  tried  in  another.  It  is  only  in 
case  of  a  combination  of  oKneee  that  this  is  to 
take  place:  Tbe  gentleman  says,  part  of  a  con- 
spiracy may  take  f)lace  in  Kentucky,  and  part  in 
another  district.  'Y'du  mast  either  then,  unite  theae 
offences,  or  render  a  person  punishable  for  every 
part  or  circqmsiance,  which  eollectively  are  made 
to  constiinte,  an  entire  whole.  The  having  but 
one  trial  is  Tor  the  benefit  of  the  defendant,  by 
which  he  is  saved  from  the  necessity  of  under- 
gping  seferal  trials  In  different  districts  and  for 
aiflerant  offences.  The  Coostitntion,  it  is  true, 
proridea  that  the  trial  shall  be  in  tke  district  ia 
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which  (he  offence  it  committed  ;  bat  if  jhe  oSence 
be  Dol  cammiited  in  ■  ptr lie ular  district,  Congress 
may  fix  the  place  where  the  trial  thall  be.bBd,. 
Ur.  B.  said  it  appeared  to  him  that  the  true  inicit 
of  (be  Ckiusiituiion  wis  pursued  by  this  law,  wBich 
proridea  that  a  man  maf  be  tried  in  either  d^trict 
Hfhere  any  part  of  the  offeace  it  coinmittad  ;  and 
ihatwhea  so  tried  there  siiatlbeabar  in  any  other 
(rial  for  theume  oflence.^'  So  far  fioin  introducing 
a  new  principle,  Mr.  B.  was  of  the  opinion  ibst 
the  tame  course  woakj  be  pursMed  without  any 
■peeial  pTorision,  which  bowerer  WU  dMiratdA. 
as  making  the  point  explicit,  and  placio^  it  befona 
all  doubi.  He  said  he  baJ.Qo  otner  objection  to 
the  Commitlee  rising,  than  that  arising  from  delay. 
The  sooner  the  bill  was  passed  the  batter;  for  tu- 
tboDgh  it  could  not  optfTBte  on  past  oSences,  if 
passed* in  seSsoO)  it  might  perhaps  operate  onacts 
which  might  lake  place 'after  its  passage. 

Mr.  duiLiE  said  the  proTiaion  in  the  bill  had 
been  so  well  cxplaiflef  by  the  gentleman  from 
Hatsachusettsthaihe  was  surprised  how  anf  doubt 
could  be  entertained  reipecting  it.  It.was  well 
kitowi>  that  in  case  of  treason  a  maa  might  com- 
mit an  act  in  one  State,  and  ad'ifiereni  act  in  ano- 
ther State.  Was  he'.iD  this  case  to  be  tried  twice 
for  the  same  ofienceT  '  This  would  be  unconsti- 
intional.  Sain  this  case  a'connpiracr  mi^t  be 
composed  of  7sriou3  acts  committed  In  dlfierent 
Slates.  Would  genikmen  be  for  trf ing  the  raun 
accused  of  a  conspiracy  in  dlfleretit  ^ates,  and 
for  every  act  committed  bv  him?    Surely  not. 

Mr.  Bppes  said  he  woald  call  the  atteniiort  of 
the  Committee  to  two  clauses  of  theCoastitution. 

"  The  triaT  of^  erioiea,  oicept  in  caae*  of impesch- 
ment,  shall  be  by  jury  ;  and  such  trial  sball  be  held  in 
the  State  where  the  said  criUes  lihill  have  been  com- 
mitted )  but  when  not  committed  wi^n^ny  Btata,  the 
trial  (ball  be  at  such  pltu:e  or  ^aeee  as  the  Congtew 
may  by  law  hare  directed."'  ■ 

**  In  alt  ctiminal  praaecutiona  tlte  aeeiued  AaSl  enjoj 
the  right  to  a  speedy  and  ^bKc  trial,  by  an  impartial 
iniy  of  ue  Stale  and  diatrict  whertin  the  crime'  (ball 
liBTa  beei)  committad." 

Ui.  N,  WiLLiAMB  said  he  appreheiidecl,  though 
he  waa  Mrry  to  make  the  observation,  that  the 
honorable  genileman  from  Virgiiiia  who  objected 
to  the  second  section  of  ibe  IhIi,  did  not  correctly 
nadentaod  it.  That,  according  to  his  own  under- 
standing, the  section  did  not  contemplate  the  trial 
of  distinct  ofieacea  in  any  district  or  territory  in 
which  the  offence  should  not  have  been  commit- 
ted. The  words  of  the  section  are,  ''tbat  the  trial 
of  the  above  offences  may  be  had  in  any;  of  the 
diiliicts,  where  any  of  the  acts  eoi|stituting  the 
offence  shall  have  been  committed,"  &c.  By  this 
it  clearly  appeared,  thai  when  the  offence  to  be 
tried  was  made  up  of  various  acts,  some  of  which 
were  committed  in  one  district  and  some  in  ano- 
ther, the  offeuce  might  be  tried  in  either  of  these 
districts. 

Mr.  W.  said  he  sbotlld  vote  against  the  post- 
ponement, as  he  did  not  see  the  least  difficulty  in 
the  case.  The  bill  contained  no  new  principle — 
Bone  that  was  not  known  and  applied  in  cases  of 
treason,  familiar  to  every  one,  and  in  Cases  of  lar- 
9th  Cos.  8d  Sxss.— 9 


ceny,  in  which  it  was  every  day's  practice  toprtw 
ecilts  an  offender  in  any  conaty  where  the  goonls 
were  found  upon  hiiu.allliongh  stolen  to  aDOiber 
county.  He  said  the  bill  appeared  to  him  highly 
important,  and  he  was  sorry  to  disoover.a  dispo- 
sition in  the  House  to  delay  the  btuiness  nndu 
diseoasion.  . 

Mr,  Alstok  did-not  agree  wkh  the  gentlemtta 
last  up.  On  thecontwry,  beconsideredtbisieclioa 
as  exceptionable.  What  does  it  say  ?  That^oo 
may  .tt.y  a  man  in  t>nie  of  the  districts  where  he 
ma]r  have  totnmitled  an  offence.  This  was  put- 
Jiifg  a  flower  into  the  hands  of  the  prosecutor  to 
hoibsa  tbe  accused  beyond  that  which  the  Con- 
stitution even  contemplated.  He  thought  the  sei>- 
tion  might  be  so  worded  as  to  Qbviate  the  objee> 
lions  that  had  been  raised. 

Mr.  BrpEssaid  it  was 'very  .possible,  as  stated 
b^  the  geollemaa  ttara  New  York,  that  he  did  not 
.understand  the  section  correctly,  as  he  did  not  pre- 
teiid  to  bia  high  genius.  His  stroitgeai  ohjeetion 
to  the  eection  was  that  it  gave  the  prosecutor  a 
right  to  try  the  offence  in  the  place  where  the 
stMogesiprejudiee  might  exist Bgainsi the  accused- 
Mr.  Kppes  here  recapitulated  ni«  first  remarks, 
and  added  that,  .ace  or  a  Jng  to  the«ec6od  section,  a 
man  could  be  tried  for  any  of  the  offences  enume- 
rated in  the  first  section,  in  any  one  of  the  districts 
of  the  United  States,  providml  any  of  those-  acts 
shall  have  been  committed  in  it.  He  would  ask 
whether  thivifonjd  not  be  a  violation  of  tbe  Con- 
stitution, .whjch.gua[vntied  a  jury  of  tbe  vicinage 
to  the  accused  1  He  woold  ask  how  a  man  conTd 
be  irie^  here  by  an  impartial  iurjr  collected  from 
New  Orleans,  Kentucky,  and  iadiana? 

Mr.  Jaomon  said  that  the  section,  according  to 
the  conslrtiotioQ  given  it  by  his  colleague,  was- 
highly  objectionable,  and  stared  tbe  Conatiiation 
jn  the  face,<iid  ought  not  to  receive  the  patronage 
of'the  Housf .  He,  however,  believed  that  the  oV 
jeci  of  hio  colleague,  as  well  aa  the  friends  of  tbe 
bin,  might  be  efiecteil  W  taking  a  middle  course ; 
by  connning  tbe  trial  of  the  accused  to  the  district 
in  which  he  shall  be  arrested.  This  would  pre- 
clude the  possibility  of  an  individual  being  trans* 
Corted'for  trial  from  one  place  to  another,  and  his 
eing  thus  dragged  to  a  place  where  the  rage  of 
implacable  passions  may  conidemn  bun  thou^  iit' 
nocent  If  soipe  sach  amenjlmeBt  were  not  made 
Mr.  J.  said  he  should  vote  for  alriking  onl  the  seo- 
tiou  ;  and  if  the  section  should  neither  be  amend- 
ed  or  nirickea  out,  be  should  vote  against  the  bill. 

Mr.  Sloaii  said  that  white  they  were  so  jealotu 
of  the  riffh^  of  the  citizens,  it  became  them  not  to 
be  iodifierent  ta  the  safety  of  the  community.  He 
apprehended  that  the  intention  of  tbisJawwas  to 
nip  in  tbe  hud  plans'that  were  treasonable  and  de- 
structive of  the  peace  of  the  United  States.  .The 
provision  contained  ia  thes^ond  section  appeared 
to  him  highly, necessary  to  guard  the  rights  of  the 
community, 

Mr.  Dawbon  saidit  was  the  opinion  of  the  com- 
mittee that  introdifced  the  bill,  that  a  man  mnel 
he  tried  in  the  district  where  he  was  apprehended, 
and  this,'  be  considered  as  the  true  construction. 
He  did  sot  think  that  a  mait  eould  be  intupoited 
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fram  one  district  to  aoolher.  Indeed  he  was  at  a 
loss  10  know  under  whai  le^l  autliDriir  ibis  could 
be  done.  He  believed  (his  tbe  fair  conaCructiun of 
the  law ;  but  if  geotlemen  wished  1o  make  its  lan- 
gaage  mam  axpHcit,  he  had  no 'objection  to  an 
amendeaeni  to  that  ^ect 

Mr.  Q.  W.  Campbell  obserred  thkt  the  seetioji 
might  beio  modiSed  as  to  make  ii  correspond  with 
the  idrss  of  both  sides  of  th&.House.  It  wM  es- 
asDtial  to  Ak  some  place  for  the  trial  of  crimes, 
which  shoald  be  partljr  oo.mnlitled  ia  onk  StaM 
Md  partly  in  another.-  li  was  maierid  to  -deter- 
mine in  which  State  the  crime  ehoOld  be  tried, 
which  circumsiaoeas  onght  not  to  be  left  to  the 
option  of  t^ie  prosecutor  or  the  OoTemmeDl.  If 
the  bid  Whs  so  amended,  it  wotild  aaswer  arery 
Tiluable  purpose  for  wiiioh  it  was  framed.  He 
therefbra^roposed,  in  esse  the  Committee  did  not 
rise,  to  offer  an  amendment  to  the  leeotid  lectioo, 


01  into  which  be  shall  be  tirst  brought.' 

Mr.  EpPEa  withdrew  bis  motion  for  the  titring 
ofthaCommittee.  when  the jqaestioD  was  taken  on 
hi*  motion  to  strike  out  the  second' section,  whitb 
was  disagreed  to — yeas  21. 

Hr.  G.  W>  Cahfbgll  then  offered  his  amend- 
neat. 

Mr.  Jaokiok  taM  it  did  not  renore  his  objeo- 
lions  to  the  leciion.  Soppose  a  man  were  appre- 
hended in  a  place  where  the  offenee  with  which 
In  h  accused  wss  not  eommilied.  Wonld  it  not 
be  competent  under  this  provision  to  carry  him  to 
a  place  where  be  might  be  the  TJciim  of  the  mo»i 
implacable  feelingsl 

Mr.  O.  W.  C AH PBELi, replied  that  theproyision 
embraced  sneUEases,  and  that  tbe^ect  appEehend- 
ed  by  the  gentleman  would  not  follow. 

Ob  motiOn  of  Mr.  8Hii.ia,  tbe  Committee  rose, 
wiifaoin  coming  to  a  deeiaion  on  the  « mend  men  t' 
when  the  Honae  adjoarned. 

ToBBnAT,  Jantiary  6. 
Hr.  SooTHAnt,  from  the  committee  appointed 
OB  the  second  instant,  presented  aiull  authorizing 
the  President  to  IttM  the  pnblii:  groiuid  ia  the 
City  of  WasbiDflloo  )  which  was  read  twice  and 
commined  t9  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-mor- 

TOW. 

Ob  motion  of  Hr.  Paaaa, 

Ordtred,  That  the  Oommittea  on  tie  Pablie 
Lands  be  inatrooied  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  eataWiahina;  an  office  for  the  sale  of  the  lands 
ofibe  United  State*  west  ofiheOreenrille  Treaty 
boondary  line,  and  east  of  the  Vineennes  and 
Delaware  pnrchases ;  aad  that  they  r^nrl  by  bill 
or  Dtberwiae. 

An  engroued  bill  anthoriiing  the  discharge  or 
William  Heam  from  his  imprisonment,  was  read 
the  third  time  and  passed. 

H^  Bablt,  from  the  Committed  of  Commerci 
and  Manufactures,  who  were  directed  by  a  reso- 
lution of  the  Honse,  ofthe  sliieenih  ultimo  "to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  nrovtsion 
&u  m  surrey  of  the  eoasta  of  the  Uniiea  States  " 


presented  a  bill  to  provide  for  surveying  the  coast* 
ofthellniied  Stales;  which  was  read  twice  and 
<^mmitted,to  a  Commiilee  ofthe  Whole  on  Mon- 

ly  next. 

Mr.  CljtKTOn  presented  to  tbe  House  a  petition 
of-  Pejer  LandliiL,  of  the  Slate  of  New  York, 
whn:h  wa«  received  and  read,  praying  that  bia 
chiim  against  Iba  United  Stales  for  a  thare  of 
prize  money,  in  three  vesaeia  captured  by  him 
while  commander  of  the  frigate  AHianee,  during 
tbe  late  warwithOreat  Brifeta',  may  be  eiamined 
and  fiaally  settled. — Referf^  to  tbe  Committee  of 
Claims. 

•    CLAIM  OP  OBORGE  LITTLE. 

A  bill  for  tbe  rdief  of  Qeorge  Little  was  read 
tho  third  .time. 

The  bill  makes-  provision  for  a  claim  preferred 
by  Captain  Little,  comtaander  of  a  ship  of  the 
United  Scatesjarising  put  ofthe  following  circum- 
slanoes.  During  our  diSerencts  wilh  France,  a 
liiw  was  passed  inhibiting  commercial  intercourse 
rith  France.  Under  this  faw,  and  the  orden 
itenby  iheBtecoiive  Qoveroment,  Captain  Lit- 
is capmred  the  Flying  Fish,  which,  on  sn  aclja> 
:ication  by  the  courts  of  the  United  Siatesj  was 
restored  as  an  illegal  prize,  and  damages  awarded 
against  Oaptain  Litilej  who  claims  an  Indemaity 
from  the  Qoverameni,  on  tbe  ground  of  having 
io  the  captare  eteealed  the  orders  given  him  by 
-the  Secretary  of  the  Nsty. 

Messrs.  Holmes,  Tallhadqe,  Cook,  P^t^ 
Habtinob,  Q,DiNOr,  and  Alexahoer,  advocated; 
and  Messrs,  Suiua,  Gbeoo,  Chanoleb,  BEDineBi, 
and  Fis¥,  apposed  the  passage  of  the  hili,  when 
the  question  was  taken  bv  veus  and  nays,  and  iha 
bill  passed-^yeas  70,  naya  51,  as  follows: 

TiAS — Syw  A!cx«ncl«T,  Willis  AUan,  jr.,  Joaeph 
Baiksr,BumiiUBswt<tt,BiluBrttaa,JHBe*M.BiooaB. 
John  Boyle,  Williun  Batlar,  Jolw  Cempbdl,  Martn 
Chittenden,  John  Clsiboniei  Gauge  OUnien,  jua., 
Oichaid  Cook,  Richard  Catto,  aanrad  W.  Dana,  Joha 
Daranport,  jr.,  John  Dawson,  Williun  Siohson.  Tbao* 
ilota  Pwight,  Peter  Early,  James  Elhii»,  Calslr  EUii, 
William  Ely,-  John  Fowler,  Seth  Hastings,  WiUiam 
Helms,  Dsvid  Holmes,  l)»id  Hough,  John  G.  Jackson, 
Neboroish  Knight,  Joseph  Lewis.jr.,  Henry  W.  Liv- 
ingston, Edward  Llojd,  Donon  MacPsitsnd,  Robert 
Marion,  WiUiain  M'Creerr,  Nicholas  R.  Mooie,  Jere- 
miah Momw,  Joasthan  O.  MoaeU,  Gurdon  S.  Miun- 
fbrd,  Jeremiah  Nelaon,  Thomas  Newton,  jr.,  Timothy 
Pitkin,  jr.,  Joaiah  Qniiiey,  John  Rosaetl,  Peter  Saillv, 
Martin  O:  Sebtineman,  DMinis  Bmelt,  John  Rmhh,  Ricfa> 
ard  Btanlbrd,  itmtfh  Stanton,  William  ateJman«  Lewia 
B.  SnugM,  Samuel  Teggait,  Benjamin  TaUmadge, 
Samuel  Tsnney,  David  Thomaa,  Plulip  R.  Thotnpwm, 
Thomas  W;  Thompaon,  Uri  Tracy.  Abram  Trigg, 
Philip  Van  Corttandl,  Killian  K.  Tan  Rensaelacr, 
Daniel  C.  Verpiaaci,  Peleg  WidswOidi.  Elipbalet 
Wickea,  Maimaduke  WiUiams,  Nathan  Williams,  Al^ 
ezander  Wilson,  and  Thomas  Wyons. 

NiTs — Isaac  Aodeison,  John  Archer,  David  Bsrd, 


liam  A.  Burwelt,  Levi  Casey,  John  Chandler,  Matthew 
Clay,  John  Clopton,  rredeiick  Conrad,  Leonard  Cov- 
ington, Em  Darby,  Eliss  Earle,  Ebcneiar  Elmer,  John 
W.  Bpp*^  William  Fiodley,  Jama*  Fiik,  Edwin  Gray, 
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Amhei*  Gregg,  Inlsh  L^  Otmh,  John  HtmOton,  Jimtw 
BoUuiil,  TbiunM  K«nan,  Jabo  Ltmbert,  Pstriok  M<^ 
grader,  JfMtah  Mntan,  DiTid  -  Meriweliim',  Tbomiu 
MoDra,  Jkhn  Morrow,  Roger  N«Im>d.  Oideoii  (Nin,  John 
Rvtar,  Ja)>n  Pu^,  Jahu  Rfaea  of  Teanmea,  ThomX' 
Sunmoiu,  Thomu  8*iidfcid,  Ebeneur  BaATct,  JaniM 
BtMs,  Jrtm  BuM^  Somwl  SmiUi,  Henry  aeathard, 
Jowph  B.  VaraoA,  John  Whitefcill,  Robsrt  WlutabMl, 
Dkiid  R.  WiUiaiD^  ind  JoMph  Winitdtt. 

The  SniEEB  laM  before  ihe  Houae  a  comma- 
niciiioD  from  the  Postmaaier  QenM«l,  slRtio; 
tfae  fespeciire  sums  raid  to  his  eleikt,  which  was 
leferred  to  the  Post  OJBce  Com  mi  I  tee. 

Mr.  Stihtok,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims 
bUnel  bf  sittQles  of  limiiatiaD.'mDde  a  r*pDrt,  re- 


ioe  that  all  JL»i  and  (qui  trtile  ell 
KiTiera  renaered,  or  supplies  fiirDi«t(ed  daring  itie 
Beveloiiotiarf  war  with  Great  BritaiD,  dbe.,  now 
barred,  onrht  to  be  prodded  for  by  law.. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  ob 
Tburaday. 

PUNISHMENT  OF  CERTAIN  CWMBS. 

Mr.  Eably  called  for  tlie  order  of  the  day  on 
the  bill  proTJdiQg  for  the  punishmeDt  of  cetiaio 
erimes  agaiiisl  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Eppeb  mOTsd  to  recommit  the  bill  to  a  se> 
Lect  committee.  He  Mid  he  iruated  the  bill  |n  its 
present  shape  would  apt  pass.  The  object  eoi^ 
lemplated  by.  it,  was  to  give  (be  aame  powers  19 
preveat  or  punish  an  eipediiioa  agaiosi  the  Uni- 
ted States  that  WM  already  profided  in  the  case 
of  the  expedition  agaiost  e.foreign. Power.  Thin 
would  be  fouad  by.consultlD^  Ihe  Message  of^e 
Pteaident  delirered  at.tbe  cotemeDcement'  of  the 
aestioQ.  The  Freeident  oh^nea:  "Where  aa 
'enterpriae  iamedilated  by  pdvate  individuals: 
'  Mtainatafareigo  natioD,  ia  araky  with  ihe  United 
'  Stales,  powers  of  prerention,  to  a  certain,  extebi, 
'utegiveaby  thelawa.  Would  tbey  not  be  ae  rea- 
'sonable, and. useful,  where  the  enterpriae  piepar-' 
'  iog  is  agaioai  the  Uaited  Stalca  f" 

Thisis  Ehe  recounneiidation  of  the  Pi*sident-^ 
ttia  is  the  provision  deemed  necessary  by  bifo. 
Let  na  compare  it  with  the  proTisicmt  of  ibe  ex^ 
irting  law.  Id  the  3d  voLurae  of  Ihe  laws  of  the 
United  Staiea,  5di  aeetioa,  we  find  the  following 
protisi<pn: 

"  That  if  any  peiRon  aball,  wUihi  the  jarisdi«ieu  af 
the  United  Btues,  begin  or  set  on  ixit,  or  provide'  or 
prapare  the  mean*  for  anj  niilftaiy  aipaditioa  or  au- 
terpnae  to  be  carried  oti  Innn  Ibenpe  against  the  leiri- 
ton  of  an^  foreign  Prince  or  Stalte  v*ith  whodi  the  Uni- 
ted State*  ore  at  peace,  every  such  person  »  ofieDding, 
■hall,  upon  conTictioB,  be  adjudged  guilty  of  ahiglioiis- 
demaanor,  and  shall  soBbt  Qae  and  impruottment  at  the 
£Kretion  of  the  eonrt  in  which  conTiction  shall  be  had, 
BO  ai  that  such  fine  ahall  not  eioeed  three  thougand 
dollara,  nor  the  term  of  impriwoinent  be  more  than 
(bree  yean." 

Thb  is  Ihe  prorieion'at  presenl  in  force  in  re- 

rt  to  an  enterprise  against  a  foreign  n  all  on. 
in  addition  to  this  the  committee  areforgiTiog 
the  fellowlag  poWer.'    Hr.  E.  here  read  the  first 
aectkHi  of  the  faHUmdet  edDsiderailoDjBsfol!ow»; 
"Beit  enatttd,  That  if  an;  perwn  or  persons  thalK 
artlUU  thi  toMtaiy  01  janadlcfian  oTttie  Uultad  SIktaa, 


^bflgin  or  act  On  foot,  or  prOTidB  or  prepare  the  meana 
for  any  mililarj  (Apeditioo  or  enterpriae,  with  intention 
of  taking  posse«Aaiiofiny  Ibrt,  arsenal,  magBzinp,  dock, 
navy  yard,  or/kny  peblic  Teasel  of  the  United  Statca, 
or  of  iniadinf  or  occupying  with  an  armed  force  anjr 
part  of  the' United  Btalet  ar  the  ierriloriee  themf,  01 
with' in  tent,,  in  any  other  manner,  of  levfing  wtfr  against 
the  United  Statee,  ot  ofadhering  to  the  enemies  of  the 
aaid  Bastes,  or  whti,  wUh  intent,  aa  albrnaidi  riiall 
combine  or  conacre  togatber,  or  shall  caamsl,  advise, 
or  atlanqit  lo  set  onfcot)  ptoiida,  or  prepare  the  maana 
for  any  -such  military  aipeditian  or  enterpriae.  or,  to 
jnocura  atiy  fnaarractioB,  unlawful  assenbly,  or  com- 
bination, Jbr  such  puTposa, 'although  sneb  eipedttiMjoa 
eDtaipriae  ah^l  not  be  cairiad  into  efiecl,  and  wbetbar 
suet  eonspiMqy,  eonnael,  adrioe,  or  attempt,  aball  have 
the  propiMed  eoect  or  not';  atetj  such  peiaon  or  per< 
sons  so  offending,  shall,  upon  confjcfioD,  be  adjudged 
guilty  of  a  high  misdemeanor,,  and  shall  sufler  fine  and 
imprisontnent,  al  the  dist^ratien  of  'the  court  in  which 
the  conviction  shsll  be  hsd,  so  as  that  such  fine  shall 

not  exceed ^ousanddollaTS,  or  belets  than 

dollBTs,  lior  the  term  of  imprisonment  be  mo/ethan 

years,  or  les^  then' yeais;  sod  further,  at  the  dia- 

cretion  ef  the  eovrt,  be  holden  to.  find^saieties  for  his 
or  th^good  behanouf.rn  such  soar,  and  for  sudi  tern, 
aa  the  ti^  eaurt  may  direct;  Fmtiided  atmayt.  That  . 
iMMlilBg  heMna  eontained,  shall  be  constnjed  so  aa  to 
pieTuit  dke  trial  and  pun'ishmant  of  soy  perw>n  or  paj^ 
■oaa  gnilty  of  treason,,  murder,  or  any  other  offinm 
punishable  by  any  Ian;  or  lawa  of  the  United  Statee." 

Wt.  BrpEB  said  the  objectioD  be  bad  to  the  bill 
was  tfais:  tt  introduced  a  description  of  oHencei 
which  could  not  be  defined,  or  reduced  10  anf 
known  B^ndarti.  What  was  a  combioaiion  or 
ednspfracy,  but  just  what  a  court  may  pleaae  to 
makeiti  -He  had  anotherobjeciion.  Intbefirst 
seeiioD  the'cominiliee  who  reported  the  bill  had 
adopted  ihe'Terr  words  of  a  siatutewhich  had 
ever  biea  eooeidsred  odious  and  nppressire,  and 
which  be  nerer  wiahed  again  to  see  adopted  in 
whole  or  in  part.  He  alluded  to  (he  memorable 
sedition  act.  And  that  geutleiiren  mizbi  see  the 
afllnity  of  this  bill  to  it,  lie  wonM  calfihe  atiea- 
tioB  of  the  Honae  to  its  first  section,  which  was  tt 
fonowai 

^  Be  H  enaHed,  That  if  any  person  shall  unlaw* 
fully  combine  or  conapire  together,  with  intent  to  op- 
pose any  measure  or  measures  of  the  Qovernment  of 
the  United  States,  which  are  or  shall  bo  directed  by 
proper  antliority,  to  impede  the  operation  of  any  lawa 
of  tha  United  Slates,  or  lo  intimtdate  or  — ^ — " 


riaa^  or  all<w|il  to  pipcan  any  Insorreclion,  not,  unlaid 
fal  aaaanUy,  or  eomblnatian,  whether  aneh  eou^ratTt 
threatening,  eonnael,  advfoe,  or  attempt,  shall  have  tha 
proposed  e&cl<K  not,  be  orlbey  shall  ba  deameilgniltj 
of  a  high  mjailemeanor,  and  on  ooaTiction,  before  anj 
court  of  the  United  States,  haTing  jorinliclion  thereof 
shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  not  eiceeding  five  thousand 
dollara,  and  by  imprisonment  during  a  term  not  lea* 
than  six  month*,  nor  eiceeding  five  years;  and  further, 
ly  be  bolden  to  find 


sureties  for  his  or  (heir  good  behaviour  in  such  stun,  am 
,  as  the  aald  court  may  diraet" 


Sit  Mich  tine,  ei 
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Here  then  we-  have  the  tct;  oflencei  designs- 
Wd  in  that  statute,  &cambiaaiioD  aod  coDspir«cy ; 
and  rH  thai  it  neceissry  to  make  ibis  act  precisely 
the  umsvitb  ihesediiioa  bill,  is  tp  iiiiroduce  ibe 
wotds,  nary  yard  and  arsenals.      .,    l 

Mr.  Efpbs  said  thne  were  hi*  objecKens  to  the 
Snt  sectieo.  'He  bad  yesterday  fully  explained 
his  objectiaDs  tiy  the  teeond  section  jand  althoDKb 
aoroe  attempt  bad  been  njade  to  obviate  them,  he 
believed  it  would  b«impoa«ible  in  a  Committee 
of  iheWbole  »o  to  arrange,  the  wotding  of  iheiec- 
tioo  as  to  preTeat  attinlerference  of  its  provision* 
with  the  princiiries  of  ibe  Qonsiitntion. 

He  baa  anottier  ground  fur  recolmnitfing  the 
tfU — ibe  entire  omisBlon  of  wfaat  he  conceived  an 
irajurtaiit  provision.  He  would  dgain  recur  to  the 
Msaage.  "  While  adrertiog  to  this  branch  of  law, 
'it  is  proper  to  observe  that  iji  enterprises  mediia- 
'  t«d  againit  foreign  -nalions,  the  ordinary  process 
*  ot  binding  to  the  observ&nce  of  the  peace  and 
'  good  behaviour,  (!,o'uld  it  be  extended  to  acts  to 
'be  done  out  of  the  Jurisdiction  pf  the TJoited 
'  Stalesj  would  be  efieciual  in  sonie  cases,  where 
'the  ofiender  ie  Kb]e  to  k'ee^  out  of  sight  erery  in- 
'dication  of  his  parpo»e  which  could  draw.on-aiin 


e  of  ihe  powers  n(>w  given  by  la^." 
He-believed.ihit  a  valnable  provision.  Bnd.~ane 
which  might  b»so  framed  as  not  to  infringe  the' 
vightsofthe  citizen.  Ifjodeedibe  provisions  of 
the  biU  we^  madd  conformable  to  those  of  ihe 
act  providing  aeaiDst  expeditions  y^ainsl  foreign 
Powers,  it  would  io  his  opioion  sumce.  That  act 
constituted  such  offence  3  bighimisdemeanor,  gave 
to  the  Executire  ibe  power  to  use  the  armed  lorce 
B>t  the  purpose  of  its  sUppieiision,  and  authdiized 
Ibe  binding  over  to  good  behaviour.  For  these 
teasons  he  hoped  the  motion  to  posi^ne  |he,bill 
would  be  reiected,  that  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  would  be  discharged  from  il&  further  fion- 
■ideration,  and  that  it  would  be  referred  to  aaelecl 
commitee. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  poRtponiog  the 
bill  till  to-morrow,  which  was  disagreed  to— ayas 


%T 


I  61. 


.  ^  Eppee  then  oflered  his  motion  to  discharge 
Ihe  Cammhiee  of  the  Whole  from  the  further 
eoDsideration  of  Ibe  bill. 

Ur.  D&waoH  said  he  was  at  a  loss  to  know  what 
adranCages  would  result  from. such  a  coura 
procedure,  unless  the  bill  should  be  recommitted 
to  a  different  committee  from  th^i  which  iuico- 
duced  it.  ]t  had  been  already  recommitted  (  and 
the  committee  to  whom  it  bad  been  recomniltled 
bad  reported  it  uoanimonsly.  As  an  answer  to 
aome  of  the  objections  of  bis  eel leagne,  he. would 
observe  that  the  commcttee,  in  reporting  this  bill, 
had  only  repotted  in  part;  aod  that  they  bad  it  in 
eontemplatioa  to  mase  the  provision  be  had  al' 
Inded  to  in  a  special  bill.  He  did  not  consider  it 
the  doty  of  a  committee  to  draught  a  bill  in  precise 
conformity  lo  the  ideas  of  the  President,  but  in 
correspondence  with  their  own  senthnenis.  As 
to  tbe  objection  that  the  bill  was  similar  to  the 
first  section  of  the  Sedi»'on  act,  Mr.  D.  observed 
that  if  his  colleague  had  been  in  tbe  House  when 
that  bill  wa3  passed,  he  would  hare  Icnown  thai 


the  seciIoD  read  bj  him  bad  nbt  been  objected  to 
by  any  one,  and  inat  it  was  only  the  second  sec- 
tion which  bad  been  opposed.  He  hoped,  if  the 
bill  were  recommitted,  it  would  ba  sent  {o  soma 
other  committee  than  the  one  which  had  intro- 
duced it. 

The  quesUoD  itas  ihen  put  on  discharging  the 
Committee  o[  the  Whole  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  bill,  and  passed  in  Ui»  negative— 
ayea  56,  noes  50,  the  SrxAKEH  declariDg  himself 

the  negative. 


Wednebdat,  Ja^ary  7. 
r.  J.  Bahoolph,  from  the  Committee  of  Way* 
and  Ueans,  lo  Whom  was  referred,  on  the  third 
iiliin]o,  so  much  of  tbe  President's  Messs^  aa 
relates  "  to  a  suppression  of  the  duties  on  salt,  to 
a  continuation  of  tbe  Mediierranean  fund,  and  to 
the  state  of  our  reyenues,"  presented  a  bill  le- 
peating  the  acis  laying  duties  on  sail,  and  contia- 
uioR  in  'force,  for  a  further  titne,  the  first  section 
of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  further  to  protect  the 
commerce  and  seamen  of  the  United  Stalea 
against  the  Barbary  PoweTs:"  which  was  read 
twice,,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  tbe 
•Whole  on  Friday  aext. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph,  frt>m  ibe  committee  appointed 
on  the  iweniy-fonrih  ultimo,  presented  a  biltau- 
thoriziiiK  the  President  of  the'  United  States  to 
accept  the  service  of  a  number  of  volunteer  com- 
panies, not  eiceedioz  thirty  thoussod  men ;  which 
was  reed  twice,  and  committed  tr  -  '' 
oflhe  Whole  on  Mdndayneii. 


a  Committee 


IMPORTATION  OF  SLAVES, 
^^he  House  resumed  the  eonsideraiion  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  tbe  Whole  on  the  bill 
to  prohibit  the  importation  or  bringing  of  slavea 
inn  the  United  States  after  the  31bi  of  Deeem- 
b«r,1807. 

Mr.  Early,  after  some  preliminary  remarks,  of- 
fered the  following  amendment:  '-lo  all  actions, 
snils,  or  informations,  which ^all  be  brought  tin- 
der the  3d,  4th  and  5th  seciions  of  ikis  act,  the 
burden  of  proof  shall  lie  on  the  claimant,  or  piattf 
Aued  or  proaecuted,where  probable  cause  is  sbowD 
for  the  seizure  or  prosecuiion,  to  be  judged  of  bjr 
the  court  before  WDom  the  seiznre  or  i>rosecution 
shall  be  tried." 

After  a  few  remarks  from  different  members, 
I  this  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Bidwell, 
further  to  amend  tbe  third  section  of  tbe  said  bill, 
in  the  following  paragraph,  to  wit:  "and  such 
ship  or  yessel,  if  brought  into  any  port  or  place 
within  a  Slate  or  Territory,  the  Conslilution  and 
laws  of  which  permil  slavery!  shall,  logertier  with 
her  cargo,  tackle,  apparel,  and  furniture,  be  for- 
,feiied,"l)y  airiking  but  from  the  said  paragraph, 
the  word  "cargo'.'" 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  called  on  the  amend- 
ment, and  were — yeas  39,  nays  77,  as  follows: 

YaiB — John  ArcbeT.Daiid  Bard, George  H.  Bedin- 
ger,  Silas  Belton,  Bam^Hw  Bidwelt,  John  Blake,  Jr, 
Jamea  H.  Btoem,  Robert  Brown,  Jalm  Chandler,  San-. 
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ubI  W.  Dioa,  Em  Dtrb;,  Theodore  Dwight,  Junaa 
EEHot,  WilliuB  Ely,  Williim  Pindlej,  James  Fiak, 
Irawh  L.  Greeii,  Joha  Hamilton,  Seth  Huling^,  Wit- 
liun  Helms,  Nshemiab  Eiiiglit,  John  Lambert,  Ed- 
-winl  Ltojd,  John  Mottutt,  Jonithan  O.  Moie\j,  Jere- 
niih  Nelson,  Gideoa  -Olin,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  John 
Porter,  John  Pugh,  Thomu  SunmmiB,  Gbenraer  Sea- 
ler, Jamea  Sloan,  John  Bmilie,  Joaeph  Btantoo.  Lewis 
B.  StuTKei.Oenjuiiin  Tallmadge,  Thomu  W.  Thomp- 
-aon,  and  Joaepb  B.  Vamuni.  ^ 

NiTi— .Evan  Aleiandar,  Willia  Aliton,  jr>,  laaac 
Andenon,  BnrweU  Baantt,  Thoma*  Blount,  Jobn 
Bdjie,  Williun  A.  Burwell,  WQIiatu  Bntlai,  Gtotge 
W.  Campbell,  John  Campbell,  I^ii  Caaejr,  Martin 
CfaittendsD,  Joha  Claiborne,  Joaeph  Clay,  Malheir 
Clay,  John  Clapton,  Fredarick  Conrad,  Jjeonard  Csv> 
ingtoD,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  Elia*  Eule,  Peter  Early, 
Caleb  EUia,  Ebenoxer  Elmer,  John  Fowler,  Charlea 
Goldiborough,  Edwin  Gray,  Andrew  Oregg,  Sllaa 
UilHy,Jamca  Holland,  DiTidHoltaea, Thoma*  Kenan, 
Eenry  W.  Liringston,  Duncan  McFuland,  Patrick 
Magmder,  Robert  Marion,  Joeiah  Masten,  Williim 
MeCnerj.  David  Meriwether,  Nicholas  R.  Moore, 
Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gardon  8.  Mnm- 
Ibld,  BogvT'Nelaon,  Tbomaa  Newton,  jr.,  Joaiah  Quin- 
cy,  jobn  Randolph; John  Rea,  of  Penn^lvania,  John 
JUiea  of  TonneasM,  Jacob  BIchardi.  Johp  RdsmU,  Paler 
Sully,  Thomas  Bandfbrd,  Martin  O.  Bchnnemu,  Deo- 
nia  Smell,  JiAn  Bmith,  BaUnd  Smith,  Heoiy  Soothanl, 
Bidiard  Stanford,  William  SudnnD,  Sambal  Tenn^, 
Da*id  Thomas.  Philip  R.  Thompasn,  Uri  Tracy,  Abram 
Trigg*  Pbilip  Van  Cortlandt,  Killian-  K.  Van  Banwa- 
laer,  Daniel  C.  Vmiltnck,  Paleg  Wadawitrth,  John 
Whitehill,  Robert  Whitehill,  Eliphalat  Wickaa,  David 
B.  Williams,  Msrmaduke  Williama,.  Nathan  Wiliianu, 
Alexander  Winaton,  and  ThomaH  Wynns. 

Mr.  BiDWELL  movml  to  add  a  proviso  to  the  end 
of  the  7th  aectioD,  of  the  Ibllowiag  teoor: 

•'Fnmidid.  That  no  panon  shall  be.aaM  asaaUTo 
by  virtm  of  this  act." 
HcMn.  Barker,  Pirdlet,  ftoinOT,  Vabndii, 

BHIUB,   CoNRJtn,    SlOAR,   CbARDLBB,    BtDWELL, 

Bbdinqer,  SonraABD,  aod  Fibk,  sapponed ;  anid 
Hewn.  J.  C[,AT,  Albtoh,  Md  KIblt,  t^poied 
the  ameodmcDl. 

The  sdTocaie^of  theamendmrat  obaerred  that 


s  of  the  bill,  which  snthorizsd  ifie 
penoD)  of  color  imported  into  ibe  United  States ; 
that  while  they  respected  the  seqtimeaiB  and  feet- 
ings  of  the  peoj^e  of  the  Bouihecn  Btatei,  so  far 
aa  to  be  opposed  to  adopliog- any  coufie  which 
Toold  be  injurious  to  ihem,  ibey  claimed  an 
eqnal  respect  for  the  aentimeotB  and  feelings  of 
their  coDitiiaents,  which  were  ao  repugnant  to 
■laTerf  that  no  coDsideration  whatever,  could  in- 
duce them  lo  give  it  tb«ir  saaction;  that  Dolhing 
eould  be  more  abhorreal  to  tbtir feelings  than  the 
legal  antfaorizatioD  of  the  sale  of  perioas'as  slaTes, 
and  the  drawing  money  into  the  pablie  Treasury 
from  fueh  sale;  that  Indeed,  such  a  provision,  so 
fat  from  inhibiiing  the  trade,  would  in  a  measure 
tend  to  its  eneouragement ;  that  as  the  bill  stood, 
without  lite  proposed  provisioQ,  persons  forfeited 
would  be  sold  under  tue  authority  of  the  United 
Siatea,  a  title  be  given  to  the  nntehaser  by  the 
Uniled  Sutes,  and  the  sale  be  tor  lh«  benefit  of 


the  United  Stales,  The  object  of  the  provision 
was  lo  prevent  tbi^  Its  advocates  declared  that 
ibey  didnot  mean  by  it  io  the  least  to  Interfere  with 
the  esisiing  laws  of  the  State  oa  the  subject 
to  turn  penoos  of  color  imported  loose  on  tha 
Slates  where  slavery  was  permitted.  Shonld  the 
present  provision  be  adopted,  it  mizht  become  ne- 
cessary to  recommit  the  bill  to  a  seTect  committee, 
(br  the  purpose  of  introducing  into  its  details,  a 
provision  for  the  dispoaitio'o  of  the  persons  wao 
msy  become  forfeited  to  the  United  States;  that 
this  might  bfi  done  by  binding  tbem  oat  for  teima 
of  years,  or  transporting  tbem  to  a  foreign  country; 
and  thai  if  forfeited  in  Slates  where  slavery  wu 
allowed,  provision  might  be  loade  for  their  remo- 
val to  ^tales  where'  different  laws  existed.  Tha 
power  of  ibe  Geoeral  Qovernraeat  might  not,  it 
wasadrottted,  be  competent  10  ihetrliberalion  in  the 
former  States;  but  beaomingj-by  their  forfeitnr& 
ihe  property  of  the  United  Slates,  they  would 
possess  the  tight. of  removing  them  lo  those  Siatea 
with  whose  laws  there  would  be  no  interferenae. 

The'  opponents  of  the  ameDdment  contended 
that  the  plan  coDtained  til  ihe  bill  was  the  only 
effectual  and  )»aettcable  one  thai  could  be  devised 
for  preventing  the  imporlBtion  of  persons  of  color; 
that  their  forfeiture  lo  and  sale  by  the  United 
States  was  an  essential  provisiop,  as,  without  it 
no  jierson  would  be  found  to  give  information  of 
the  infraction  of  the  apt ;  ana  thai  without  such 
information  the  act  would  be  a  dead  letlerraa  in 
the  indirect  trade  with  the.  adjaceot  provinces  of 
European  Powers  it  would  be  altt^etMr  itnpoati- 
ble  to  feeder  the  vessel  or  master  importing  theoa 
liabtMo  be  seized,  front  the  inability  of  reaching 
tbem- 

Tfaey  also  contended  ibaC  Congress  did  not 
possets  the  right  to  say  that  persons  of  color 
brought  into  the  Souihern  States  should  not  be 
sold  as  slaves,  because  as  soon  as  they  become  the 
property  of  the  United  States  by  their  forfeitnre, 
the  United  States,  in  ebaraeler  of  onvner,  became 
equally  subject  with  an  individual  to  those  lawa, 
which  in  several  of  the  Stales  directed  their  sale 
as  slaves  as  soon  as  introduced  into  them ;  with 
which  laws  cotisequeotly  the  proposed  provision 
directly  interfered.  They  said  they  were  also  op- 
posed to  the  amendmeni,  because  the  principle  oa 
which  it  was  advocated  went  lo  affect  n'      "^ 


that  consequently  it  became  their  dory  lo  ri 
The  friends  of  the  amendment  claimed  an  equal 
respect  to  their  feelings;  but  this  declaration  came 
with  a  bad  grace  from  those  who  on  a  former  oc- 
casion had  supported  a  motion  to  turn  these  peo- 
ple loose  in  a  state  of  freedom  in  the  Southern 
country.  \ 

This  was  disavowed  by  Messrs  SifiLU  and 
Sr.OAii. 

The  -question  was  taken  on  the  ameDdment  bjr 

¥»s  and  nap,  which  were— ;reBs  00,  nays  Wt 
heSFRAKaa  haringdeelared  himself  in  the  neg*- 
tive,  Ihe  amendment  was  toat.  Tbfc  yeas  and  uft 
wtre  as  lollowa; 
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YiiB — Im'c  Andenon,  John  Arche/,  Dand  Bardi 
JoMpfa  Barker,  George  M.  Bedbser,  Siln  B«ttnn, 
Bimabsi  Bidwell,  Phannel  Bishop,  John  Bliikei  jr., 
JuDU  M.  Broom,  Sobert  Brown,  Jobii  Chandler, 
Frederick  Conrad,  Orobard  Cook,  Richanl  Cutta, 
SwDDcl  W.  Dan*,'Eir«  Darhj,  John  Davenport,  jr., 
Theodore  Dwigfat,  Jalnea  Elliot,  Caleb  BIIU,  William 
Ely,  Wm.  FinllejF,  James  Fibk,  Andrew  Gregg.  laaiah 
L.  Grees,  Silaa  Halae;,  Jobn  UamiltoD,  Seth  Hutinge, 
IlebemUh  Knight,  J  ahn .  Lambert,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Jobn  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moaelj,  Jeremiah  Nelaoa, 
Gideon  Olin,  Timotbj  Pilkin,  Jr.,  John  Potter,  John 
Pugbi  Joaiab  Quincj'.Jotn  Rea  of  PeuDijhania,Jacab 
Richarda,  Peter  Saiily,  Tbomaa  Bammona,  Ebenezer 
Beaver,  Janiefi  Sloan,  John  Sisilie,  Samnel  Smith, 
Henr;  South  air],  Joaeph  Stanton,  Xewia  B.  Stmrgea, 
Benjamin  Tallmadge,  David  Th^maa,  Thomas  W. 
ThompBon,  Joaeph  B.  Varoum,  John  WhitehiEl,  Robert 
Whitehill,  Marmaduke  Williams,  Nathan  .Williams, 
and  Joaeph  Winston. 

Nats— Gian-  Alexander,  Willia  Alston,  jr.,  Bnrwell 
Baasett,  Thomaa  Blonnt,  Jobn  Boyle,  William  A.' 
Barwelt,  WUIiam  Butler,  George  W.  Campbell,  John 
Campbell,  Levi  Caaey,  John  Claiborne  Joseph  Clay, 
Matthew  Clay,  John  Clo|)ton,  Leoosid  CoTington, 
William  pickson,E]itLa  Eaile,  P«ter  Earlj,  John  Fow- 
ler, Charles  Goldsborough,  Edwin  Gray,  Jaa.  Hollaod, 
Paiid  Holmes,  Walter  Jonea,  Thomas  Kenan,  Joseph 
Lewis,  jr.,  Henry  W.  Liiingaton,  Edward  TJoyiT,  Dun- 
can McFarland,  Patrick  Magruder,  Robaft  Majioti, 
Jostah  Masters,  William  McCreery,  Pavid  Meriwether, 
Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Onrdon  9.  Mum- 
fad,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  jr.,  J<^n  Ran- 
dolph; John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  John  Rnasell,  Thomas 
Bulbtd,  Martin  G.  Si^aneman,  Den^nis  Smelt,  Jobn 
Baith,  Riohatd  Stanfonl,  S_amuel  Tenney,  Philip  R. 
Tlu>mpM>a,  Uri  Tncr,  Abran  Trigg,  PhiRp  Van 
CotUudt,  KiUian  K.  Van  Bmaaelier,  Daniel  C.  Ver- 
ptanek,  Peleg  Wadaworth,  Matthew  Walton,  El^thalet 
Wickn,  David  R.  WiUiami,  Alexander  Wilton,  and 
Thomaa  W;nns. 

Oq  motion  or  Mr.  Pitkin,  (be  ■tnhoriiy  giTcn 
lh«  Secretary  of  ibe  Treasiu'y  to  reoiitjEutes  uid 
forfeiinne  was  sltuck  out — yeaa  7^. 

Several  oiber  ameDdmeats  were,  made  in  the 
details  of  the  bill,  When  it  was  ordered  to  be  eo- 
frpsaed  for  a  tiiua  reading  to-moriow-^yeaa  74. 

TeDRaOAi,  Janmry  8. 
'■  Ordered,  That  the  Me^sase  of  the  President  of 
tile  United   Slates,  of  the  fifth  instant,  transmit' 
ting  a  copy  of  the  laws  of  the  Territory  of  Mich- 
lean,  logetbet  with   the  said  laws,  be  referred  to 

and  Walton. 

PUBLIC  DEBT. 
Mr.  E:i.LioT  offered  ifae  following  Msolutioif :  ' 
KemlBed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treamry  be  di- 
iecled  to  lay  before  the  Hoose  of  Rapreientatives  ■ 
•tatement  of  the  amount  of  the  debt  of  tba  United 
Sutes  oa  the  Isr  day  of  April,  ih  the  yeai  IBOI,  and 
on  the  1st  day  of  January  in  each  year  ainoe  Ihat  po- 
nod  reniedite/y,  diMiogmdung  the  leapective  amounts 
»t  foreign  and  domeatic  debt,  and  of  each  spe^iea  of 
Ihoaa  deacriptioos  of  the  4<ibt,  and  aibibiiing  fliatiAqt 
fUtemanta  at  the  qiurteri;  aawell  as  annual  pajnenla, 
M^aa  the  aune  may  1m  pTMticaUe. 


r,  McCacBav,  Muhfobd,  &din( 


Mr.  Elliot  said  that,  in  majiine  this  moijpn,  be 
bad  two  objects,  W.hicb  be  would  diatincily  state 
to  fbe  House:  one  of  which  be  deemed  of  con- 
siderable importtiD^e,  and  the  other  ol  (DJoor  i;oa- 
sideration.  '  The  tint  and  great  object  was  to  ob- 
tain an  Bnalyaiaof  that  part  of  the  rppoK  of  ibe 
Secretary  of  ibe  Treasury  of  the  5ib  of  Qeeem- 
ber  last,  which  preoents  a  funeral  ttatement  ol  Iht 


Sejfteinber,  1806.  referring  to  a  atatement  in  the 
appendix, to  that  re poK,  marked  D,  and  of  Ibai 
statement  itself,  to  resoire,  as  it  were,  these  im- 
porlant  documents  into  their  origipal  elements 
abd  present  to  the  pilUie  eve  one  ooxcise  ana 
comprehensive  view  of  the  wQole  of  the  paymenu 
that  have  been  made  on  account  of  the  Qational 
debt  since  April  1,  1801.  It  is  well  known  tbat 
the  voluminous  reports  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  on  Goanciai  subjects  are  not  generally 
r^sd,  or,  if  cursorily  perused,  are  not  studied  aB9 
tuider?<tood  by  the  people  at  large.  Few  posaest 
sufficient  time  wbicb  tliey  au  able  to  deyole  to 
this  purpose,  and  dry  mathematical  calcalatioot 
potest  few  charms  to  attract  the  atlentiao  of 
those  who  glance  over  the  periodloal  pahtieaiioos 
of  the  day,  for  the  purpose  either  of  amusemeat 
or  geuMat  political  lafoiniaiioD.  It  is  in  vain  to 
attempt  to  conceal  the  fact,  ibat  upon  the  great 
subjects  of  the  national  debt,  and  of  the  revennes 
and  finances  of  the  country  generally,^  degre«  of 
ignorance'  prevails  wticb  canntit  btit  be  the  sub- 
ject of  great  regret  to  all  who  wish  tot  the  ge^' 
oral  diffusion  of  correct  informalion  on  all  mat- 
ters  of  national  concern.  It  must  be  remarked, 
also,  that  the  anoaai  reports  of  the  Secretary  of 
theTreasary.prepared  in  obedience  to  the  act,  en- 
titled "An  act  to  establish'  the  Treasury  Depart 
mem,"  although  eilrem el y  useful  for  the  purpose* 
of  iFgisIatioD,  ar^  ill  calculated,  for  the  purposes 
of  Buirersal  information.  To  comiaan  readers 
tbe  simple  luftre-of  a  statement  of  the  debt  and 
revenue  at  a  particular  period  is  lost  in  the  ^len- 
dor  of  retrospeictive  and  prospeeti've  calculation* 
by  which  it  is  surrounded.  It  becomes  desirable, 
therefore,  to  obtain  a  geueral  statemeot  of  tht 
public  deiit,  and  of  tbe  payments  which  have  been 
made,  which  may  be  comprised  in  a  half  sheet  of 
paper,  and  will  require  no  new  calculations,  as  it 
will  lO  fact  be  but  a  jne re.  abstract  of  the  votumi- 
DOUB  documents  ooW  in  existence. 

Tbe  aecoo da ry  object  to  wbicb  he  had'alloded, 
Mr.  El.  said,  was  the  acquisition  of  informaiion  to 
enable  the  House  to  correct  a  coosiderible,  though 
undoubtedly  accidental  error  into  which  the  Sec- 
relary  of  the  Treasury  appears  to  bava  fallen  in 
bis  last  annual  report.  And  it  i&  to  this  object 
that  I  wish  to  apply  the  information  contemplat- 
ed in  the  clo^ug  member  of  tbe  resolution,  wnich 
requires  quarterly  as  well  as  annual  sialemenisof 


of  the  public  debt  at  a  certain  period,  which  ap- 
pear to  vary  from  each  other.  In  tbe  siatemeal 
marked  F,  in  the  appendix  to  the  report,  whioh  is 
the  letter  of  the  Saereiaiy  of  the  Ti«ftMiry  If  the 
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hnpoTiation  of  Slave*. 
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ChairmsD  oflhe  Comniiilee  of  Ways  and  Mean*, 
or  January  30,  1806,  on  the  lubjecl  of  a  coaver- 
sioD  of  the  old  sis  per  ceai.  deferred  aod  tbree  per 
eeot  stock  into  a  new  sis  per  cent.  Rtock/the  total 
■mouni  of  the  public  debt  on  1st  January,  1806, 
is  stated  at  872,744.700.  It  is  true  tbnt  the  Dore- 
deemed  amooai  of  ihe  old  six  pei  cent,  and  de- 
ferred stocks,  and  tbeoomiDal  amount  of  ibe  three 
per  cent,  slock,  are  stated  "  in  Vouod  Dumbers." 
What  Is  meant  by  these  round  number*  is  one. of 
ihose  ihiDgc  which  I  wish  to  ascertain  ;  ibey  may 
po$irbly  account  for  the  variance '  which  I  am 
about  to  state,  but  I  suspect  they  will  not.  In  the 
present  report,  page  4,  the  Secretary  states  the 
payiuents  to  be  made  during  1807  and  1S08  (prin- 
cipal aud  interest)  ■i916,7S6,153  58,and  thedebt 
wnieb  'Will  remain  unpaid  on  the  Isi  January, 
1809,  at  »67,4Sl,838  77.  By  staieraett  D,  it  ap- 
pears that  the  amount  of  principal  of  the  debt, 
redeemed  from  1st  October,  1803.  to  30th  Sep- 
tember, 1866,  was  -  ,-  -$3^247,113  06 
And  the  further  pavmeota  lo  be 

made  during  the  last  quarter  of 

1806  (see  page  3  of  the  report)  -    2,849,389  19 


the  delay  it  might  occasion  in  actios  on  the  bill 
before  (be  House  relatire  to  ihs  discbarge  of  the 
debt. 

Mr.  Borwell's  ameadment  was  agreed  to — 
ayes  87. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Albton  the  resolation  waa 
further  atnended,  so  as  only  lo  require  quarterly 
statements  from  April  1801. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Joseph  Clay  it  was  further 


Making 


-     6,096.502  25 

The  amount  of  payments  of  principal  for  the 
fire  quartern  from  Isi  October,  1805,  to  31st  De- 
cember, 1806."  • 

We  have  at  present  no  means'  of  ascertaining 
what  proportion  of  this  sum  of  sis~mi11ioos  of 
dollars  was  'redeemed  in  (he  last  quarter  of  1805. 
If  we  take  the  averajje  of  the  four  quarters  end- 
ing September  30, 1806,  as  tbe  base  of  a  calcDla- 
tion,  we  shall  have  the  following  general  result: 
Amount  of  debt  1st  January,  as 

above  -  -  -  -  -  »72,744,700  00 
Principal  paid  in  1806         -        -      5,280,002  25 


Balance     -        -        -        -    67,464,697  75 
Principal  to  b«  paid  in  1807  and 

1808         '        ■  ;  ^        '        ■      9,714,358  S5 


From  which  dedqct  tbe  sum  stat- 
ed by  the  Secretary  as  (he 
amonnt  of  the  debt  which  will 
remaia  unpaid  on  the  1st  Janu> 
ary, 1809         -       -       -       - 

The  difference  is 


258,500  73 


It  is  possible,  indeed,  that  thi  ^ 

amount  to  $150  000 1  and  it  is  possible,  abo,  that 
it  may  amount  to600,0O0or700,d00  dollars,  inhe 
information  aimed  at  by  the  proposed  resolution 
be  obtained,  we  shaJL  be  able  to  estimate  it  with 
perfect  accuracy. 

Mr.  BcawGLi.  said  that  he  approved  of  the  res- 
olution, but  wished  it  eiiended  so  as  to  ohta{n.in- 
formation  of  the  relative  slate  of  the  debt  from 
Ihe  year  1791.  and  moved  to  amend  it  by  insert- 
inz  1791  in  lieu  of  J801. 

Ur.  Elliot  and  Mr.  J.  Clay  suggested  their 
indiapoaitiou  to  the  ameodtaeDl]  on  the  ground  of 


Qded,  by  addlog  after  "respectively,"  ''on  the 
r»[  day  of  April,  1801." 

So  amendedj  the  resolutiop  was  agreed  to. 
IMPORTATION  OP  SLAVES. 

The  bill  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  slavea 
into  the  United  States  was  reads  third  time. 

Mr.  BsDiNOEB  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to  s 
select  committee. 

The  recommitment  was  advocated  bv  Messrs. 
Sloan,  BtowELL,  Fimolev,  Q,iiincy,  Ely,  Shi- 
iAe,  J.  Clay,  Grego,  Bedihoeh,  and  Alekam- 
DER,  and  Opposed  by  Messrs.  Early,  Hollakd^ 
BQd~MA8TEae. 

The  advocates  of.a  recommitment  observed, 
that  the  bill  in  its  present  shape  was  such  as  they 
could  never  agree  to,  and  that  if  a  nkodification  of 
it  were  saccessfully  resisted,  (hey  would  be  com- 
pelled,  however  reluctantly,  to  give  it  their  ttega- 
tive.  They  flattered  ihemselvea,  however,  that  a 
spirit  of  harmony  and  accommodation,  of  whiah 
so  illustrious  an  example  had  been  set  by  the  fra- 
mrrs  of  (he  Cons(ituiion,  would  induce  the  frienda 
of  the  bill  to  allow  its  modification  in  such  r 
way  as  to  reconcile  its  proviaioas  to  the  send- 
iQenis  euteriaioed  in  the  Sastern  section  of  this 
Union,  b^  which  means  it  would  go  forth  with 
the  sanction  either  of  the  whole  Housej  or  of  a 
great  majority,  aod  be  thereby  mors  hkelv  to 
prove  operative  and  effectual  than  if  passed  oy  a 
small  majority. 

They  declared  that  they.ilever  could  agree  to 
that  feature  of  the  bill,  which  authorized  the  sale 
of  persona  of  color  iiitrodueed  into  the  United 
S(aiee  as  alavea.  They  were  ready  to  acquiesce 
in  the  principle  of  a  forfeiture  of  the  person,  in- 
asmuch as  it  had  been  sanctioned  by  the  vote  of 
a  large  majori(y,  and  as  it  appeared  to  be  so  stren- 
nously  infits(ed  on  bvthe  representatives  of  the 
Southern  country.  But  while  ibey  yielded  (beir 
individual  (niinions  on  this  point,  they  expected 
a  correspoDOent  concession  on  toe  part  of  the 
representatives  of  the  Southern  Stales,  which 
was,  that  persons  thus  introduced  into  the  United 
States  should  be  disposed  of  in  such  a  way  at  to 
prevent  their  converstou  into  slaves,  and  so  as  to 
save  (he  United  States  from  the  humiliation  and 
disgrace  of  sanctioning  a  priocipte  at  which  the 
strongest  feelings  of  humanity,  as  well  as  (he 
plainest  dictates  of  reason,  revolted. 

They  remarked  (hat  the  bill  had  hitherto  been 
in  the  bands  of  (hoie  who  were  devoted  to  its 
present  features;  and  no  fair  oppor(uni(y  had 
consequently  been  aflbrded  (hose  Who  en(er(ained 
different  views  on  ibe  subject  to  devise  a  plan, 
and  exhibit  the  necessary  details,  for  such  a  dis- 
position of  these  people  as  would  at  once  pieveUt 
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in  the  highest  degree  their  imporiaiion,  and  i 
the  General  Govcmment  from  the  ignominy  of 
MnctioDLDE  the  priociplesof  slavery.  Ii  was  ad- 
ded ibat  if  thu  bill  were  recoininilled  to  a  com- 
mittee of  Beventeen  members,  composed  of  a 
member  from  each  Stale,  it  was  probable  that  a 

EUd  woulil  be  devised  that  would  be  most  likely, 
f  combining  the  seulimeDls  of  the  several  States, 
to  meet  with  general  approbalion  in  the  legisla- 
live  body,  as  well  as  throughoat  the  whole  Union. 
1 1  was  iacidentally  observed  that  it  might,  per- 
haps, be  found  a  most  efficient  auxiliary  to  the 
bill,  to  allow  a  bonnty  on  the  eonvietioo  of  every 
person  who  should  infract  its  provisions. 

With, regard  lo  the  allegaiioo  that  the  power 
of  Congress  to  acton  tbis  subject  was  eiclusivvly- 
denveiT  from  tbeir  aulhority  to  regulate  trade, 
that  doctrine  was  altogether  denied.  Such  a  doe- 
Irine,  it  was  said,  was  of  the  most  dangerous  com- 
pleiion,  as  it  went  to  sanction  iVe  principle  I  bat 
It  was  lawful  for  Congress  to  dea:l  in  human'be- 
iogs  as  an  article  of  commerce — a  principle  ah' 
korreoi  to  humaDity,aDd  at  war  with  ourfunda- 
mental  institutions,  for  the  esiablisliment  of  which 
we  had  pat  everything  that  was  dear  or  valuable 
to  hazard. '  A  relerence  to  the  Coattitutioci  would 
expose  the  fallacy  of  the  ideas  of  gentlemen  on 
(ht<  head.  Among  the  powers  delegated  by  that 
instrument  to.  Congress,  was  the  power  to  "de- 
fine  and  punish  ofiences  aeainst  the  law  of  na- 
tions," It  was  aflerwarils  added  "  That  the  migra- 
'  tion  or  importation  of  such  persons  aa  any  of 
'  the  States  now  eiistins  shall  think  proper  lo 
'  admit,  shall  not  be  propibited  by  the  Congress 
'  prior  to  the  fear  1808,  but  a  tax  or  duty  may  be 
'  imposed  on  such  importation,'  not  exceeding  ten 
'  dollars  for  each  person."  Before  this  act  could 
go  into  effect,  this  last  provision  would,  in  point 
of  lime,  expire,  and  the  first  provision  would  be 
leinitated  in  full  efficacy,  wbicb  unquestionably 

Save  Oonercss  a  full  power  over  the  subject,  in- 
ependenily.of  that  derived  from  tbei^  rigu  to 


In  addition  lo  these  argpments  for  a  lecommit- 
menl,  it  was  observed  ihat  the  details  of  the  bill 
were  radically  defective.  On  examining  the  reve- 
nue laws  of  the  United  States,  in  conformity  to 
which  the  provinions  of  the  bill  were  draoghied, 
it  would  be  seen  that  a  moiety  of  the  cargo  for- 
feited went  to  the  United  States,  and  that  tbe 
other  moiety  went  to  the  custom-house  officers 
in  ease  there  were  no  informers,  and  in  case  of 
an  iolormation,  one-half  of  the  moiety  to  the  in- 
former, and  one-half  to  the  custom-hoase  officers; 
and  thai  consequently  in  the  last  caie  but  one- 
fourth  of  the  proceeds  of^lhe  cargo  went  lo  the 
informer.  Just  in  proportion  to  the  small  induce- 
ment to  the  informer,  would  probably  be  the  lax 
execotion  of  the  act,  and  it  was.  suggested  whe^ 
ther  in  ihe  present  case  it  would  aol  be  best  lo 
give  the  whole  proceeds  to  the-informer. 

Another  objection,  to  the  details  of  -the  bill  was 
that,  in  correspondence  with  the  principles  of  .the 
revenue  laws,  only  three  yean  were  allowed  for 
preferring  informations;  while  from  the  nature  of 
the  case,  it  wooM  be  foiud  eziiemdy  difficult  to 


Another  objeclion  was,  that  in  the  case  of  an 
informalioh  of  an  infraction  of  this  act,  the  im- 
porter n^ight  at  any  time  between  seizure  and  con- 
oemnaiion  come  forward  and  give^hond,  and  take 
(he  persons '  imported  out  of  the  hands  of  the  ' 
United  States,  and,  in  case  of  con  demo  a  lion,  take 
them  on  an  appraisement,  which  might,  in  a  part 
of  the  Union  disposed  to  favor  the  traffic,  be 
greatly  below  their  value,  and  thus  operate  as  an 
inducement  to  the  traffic. 
.  Another  objection  lo  the  bill  was,  ibal  it  made 
no  provision  for  the  mainteiiance  of  the  slaves 


hands  they  fall,  experience  considerable  difficulty 
from  [his  'circumstance,  unceriain.  as  he  would 
b«,  whether  they  would  be  evenlually  condemned, 
and,  if  they  should  not  be,  whether  the  United 
States  would  indemnify  him  for  ilie  cosi  of  their 
support  ? 

Shoold  this  hill  Ik  recommitted,  it  was  hoped 
provisions  might  be  adopted  universally  satisfae- 
lory.  These  might  consist  in  directing  that,  after 
the  forfeiture  of  the  persons  impo'ried,  in  case 
they  should  be  imported  iiuo  a  State  whose  laws 
inhibited  the  maniimiss'ion  of  slaves,  they  should 
be  Iransporied  to  Slates  in  which  there  existed  no 
inhibition:  and  be  there  bound  ou^  for  a  term  of 
years,  where,  it  was  aoderstood,  their  time  for  ft 
period  of  ten  years  was  worth  from  $200  to  <300. 

On  the  other  band,  the  opponenU  of  the 'mo- 
tion to  recommit  the  bill  observed  that  they  had 
indulged  the  hope  that  tbe  enemies  of  the  princi- 
ples contained  in  it,  after  the  immense  consump- 
tion of  time  in  investigating  the  subject,  atiei 
the  patient  attention  bestowed  by  the  House,  and 
the  Commiltee  of  the  'Whole,  on  everything  which 
had  been  urged,  would  have  contented  ihemselves 
with  recording  their  vote  against  it.  But  U 
•eemed  that  they  were  not  contented  with  pur- 
suing this  course,  but  claimed  the  formation  of  k 
law  satisfactory  to  their  oyia  peculiar  ideas  on 
the  subject.  Not  satis^ed  with  iia  being  framed 
conformably  to  the  ideas  of  those  among  whom 
it  was  immediately  to  operate,  and  who  were 
alone  directly  concerned  in  it,  they  wished  il 
made  conformable  to  their  own  sentiments.  'Was 
ibis  fair,  liberal,  or  ^nerousl  Gentlemen  aay 
they  have  certain  principles  from  which  ihey 
cannot  swerve.  Be  it  so.  They  have  acted  like 
freemen;  have  contended  iloutly  in  support  of 
those  piinciplcs,  and  have  recorded  iheir  rotes 
against  them.    What  more  can  they  ask? 

It  was  asked  whether  ihls  bill,  passing,  as  it 
was  likely  lo  do,  by  a  bare  majority,  would  have 
the  salutary  effect  that  was  desirable?  It  waa 
Answered  that  it  would,  inasmnch  as  it  would  re- 
ceive tbe  unanimous,  or  nearly  unanimous,  sanc- 
tion of  those  among  whom  it  was  principally,  if 
not  exclusively,  to  take  effect. 

Gentlemen  who  claimed  respect  for  their  own 
feelinn,  and  the  feelings  of  tbeir  constiiaents, 
should  recollect  that  it  was  impossible,  oo  their 
own  principles,  for  those  who  dinered  on  this  tab- 
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ject  so  widely  from  Ihcm,  to  ikciifics  W  a  spirit  of 
concilia  I  ion  their  own  senlirueols,  when  Ibey 
de«(Dfil  tbem  ia  the  higbesi  degree  important. 
The  difference  of  opinion  did  not  only  arise  ogt 
of  ibe  details  of  tbe  bill,  but  struck  at  its  princi- 
ple; they  lay  at  the  foundation  of. tbe  subject.' 
Without  tbe  provisions  contained,  in  the  bill, 
those  who  repraeated  the  Southern  oountry  were 
sincerely  of  opinion  that  the  traffic  could  not  be 
slopped.  Beliering  this,  gentlemen  ailced  loo- 
mudh  when  ihev  required '  (hem  to  abaodpn  a 
point  so  essentially  impottaat. 

It  was  remarked  Ibat  the  suggestion  of  gentle- 
men to  gife  the  whole  proceeds  of  a  sale  to  the 
informer  was  ioadrerrent,  as  it  would  hare  a  very 
different  effect  fiom  (hat  coutemplaied  by  its  pro- 
posers,  by  preseDling  B  strong  templation  to  the 
importer  to  make  lUe  of  l)is  friends  in  Ef)e  shape 
of  informers,  for  the  purposes  of  collusion.  Such 
a  promion  would   not,  iherel'ou,  answer  any 

rd  purpose.  They  nminiained,  however,  that 
inducements  to  an  infornuitiDa  of  the  infrac- 
lions  of  the  act  were«mple.  A  thousand  dollars 
penalty  was  aila<£bed  to  the  seller  and  the  buyer ; 
and  besides  this  the  informer  was  to  receive  a  part 
of  the  proceeds  of  such  sales  as  might  t)e  made. 
It  was  asked  if  the  inducemenl*  for  iuformation 
Duder  the  exUtiag  reveaue  laws  bad  not  proved 
completely  effectual.  Wbai  reason  could  there 
then  be  for  the  apprehension  (bat  the  like  ioducq- 
ments  in  this  case,  reinforced  by  the  other  penal- 
ties provided,  would  not  have  (be  same  effect  7 

If  the  conscience  of  gentlen^en  would  not  per- 
mit them  to  carry  the  proceeds.of  (he  sale  of  per- 
sons thus  imported  into  the  (reasui'y  of  the  Uoi' 
ted  Sutes,  let  them,  if  tbey  pleased,  apply  them 
to  charitable  purposes — to  the  endowment  ef 
schools,  the -cutting  canals,,  making  toads,  and 
erecting  bridges. 

Tbe  motion  to  recommi(  the  bill  was  carried — 
ayes  76,  nays  46,  as  follows : 

Yba* — Evan  A)«iaadei;  baae  Andemn,  David 
Bard,  JoMph  Baikw,  Oeone  H.  Bediniar,  Banabai 
Bidirall,  Pbaaod  8i«hnp,  John  Blake,  jr.,  June*  H. 
Broom,  Robeit  Brown,  John  Boyle,  John  CampbfU, 
John  Chindler,  Joaeph  ClaVt  George'  Clinton  jr.,  John 
Clo^it,  Frederick  Conrad,  Orchard  Cook,  Leonard 
Covington,  Ridttrd  Cntts,  Ezra  Darbv,  John  Dsven- 
|iart,junior,  Theodore  Dwight,  Junes  BUiot,  Elfsnraer 
Ehner,  WUliun  Ely,  John  W.  £pp«B,  William  Findley, 
Jamea  Fiak,  Ctiarle*  GoUsborough.  ADdren  Gre^, 
baish  L.  Onea,  Silas  Halaey,  Juhn  Hamilton,  Selh 
Hartiogv,  Williun  Halms,  David  Hoiuh,  Nehemiah 
Knight,  John  Lunbort,  Edward  Lloyd,  Nicholat  R. 
Moore,  Jeremigh  Mtmvw,  John  Monew, .Jonathan  O. 
KoaeleT,  Ourdon  8.  Humbrd,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Gi^- 
•on  Olm,  Timothy  PitkiD,  jr.,  John  Porter,  John  Pugh, 
Joibh  Qnincy,  Jobn  ttea  of  Peoniylvania,  John  Hbea 
of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Richards,  PtOm  Saillj,  Thomas 
Hammons,  Ebaneser  Soever,  JuoM  Bloan,  John  8mip 
lie,  Bunnel  Bniith,  Henry  Sonlhaid,  Joseph  Stanton, 
Lewie  B.  SWrgca,  Beajaioin  Tallmadge,  David  Tho- 
maa,  Tbonaa  W.  Thompeon,  Uri  Tracy,  Joeeph  B. 
Vemnm,  Prileg  Wadnvoilb,  John  Whilabill,  Robert 
Whitehill,  EUphilat  Wtckes,  Marmaduke 'WiUianw, 
Nathan  WiUiuna,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Naii — Willis  AlitMi,  jr.,  John  Arebari  Barwell 


Bssutt,  eilai  Bettoa,  Thoms*  Blount,  William  A. 
BUrweU,  Willism  Buller,  Geoige  W.  Campbell,  Levi 
Casey.  Joho  Claiborne,  Matthew  Claj,  John  Daw- 
■on,  William.  Dickson,  EUas  Earle,  Feler  Early, 
John  Fowler,  Edwin  Graj^  Jamea  Hollind,  David 
Holmes,  John  G.  Jackson,  Walter  Jonee,  Tbomu 
Kenan,  Joseph  Lcnla,  Jan.,  Duncan  McFarlanil,  Pat- 
rick Hsgnider,  Robert  Marion,  Josiah  Masters,  Wil- 
ham  Mcflrecry,  David  Meriwether,  Tbamaa  Hoore, 
Roger  ffelson, 'Thomas  Newlon.jr.,  John  Randolph, 
John  Rn^ell,  Thomas  SindfiMd,  Martin  O.  Bchnna- 
Smelt,  John  Bmitfa,  fticfaaid  Stanbrd. 


Bamnel  Tenney,  Philip  R.  Tbompeon,  Abram  Trigg, 
Daniel  CVerplanck,  David  .a   Williu      " 
Wiban,  andThmnaa  Wynne. 


Ordered,  That  Bdessra.  'Bediiioks,  Hooob, 
BiDWELL,  Pibe,  Kniobt,  Dana,  Tbomib,  Sloan, 
Smiue,  Bbook,  GoLnsnoRoosH,  Eppes,  Alex- 
anDBB,  Mabiqn,  Smelt,  Rba  of  Tennessee,  and 
Xebbmiab  Mokrow,  be  of  the  said  c 


CHICKASAW  INDIANS, 
r.  O.  W.  Campbell  said  it  would  be  recol- 
lected that  at  the  last  session  the  President  had 
laid  before  (he  House,  after  its  ratiGc^on,  a  treaty 
mado  with  the  Chickasaw  ttibe  of  Indians;  that 
an  act  bad  passed  the  House  f^r  carrying  it  into 
effect,  but  bad  failed  from  a  disagreement  of  (he 
(wo  Houses  on  certain  amendments.  The  coit- 
sequcDce  was  that  the  Qovemment  was  ubable  (o 
make  (he  stipulated  payments,  and  Ibat  aontider- 
■able  inconvenience  vras  likely  to  ensue.  Some  of 
the  chiefs  of  this  tribe  had  been  here  last  year  ; 
they  had  reltDquisbed  (heir  land,  and  were  ^eat- 
ly  disiatiiQed  at  oot  receiving  (he  sums  siipula- 
ted  to  be  paid  them.  It  was  almost  impoasible  to 
m^ke  them  sensible  of  tbe  policy  of  (he  United 
3(atea  on  this  eubi^cL  To  obtaib  the  attentioa 
of  the  House  to  (he  subject,  Mr.  C  mored  the 
following  resolution: 

.  Setohed,  That  provision  be  made  for  carrying  into 
eflect  the  treaty  made  between  the  Xhiiled  Butas  and 
the  Cbiektsaw  VSat  >of  Indiana,  on  iho.third'dsy  oT 
July,  ISOfi. 

Referreii  lo  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Anthony 
BenFzet  and  others.  Tbe  bill  was  reported  with 
several  amendmeo(s  thereto;  which  the  House 
proceeded  (o  consider,  when,  an  adjournment  be- 
ing called  forand  carried,  (he  House  adjourned. 

__  Fhidat,  January  9. 

Ano(hei  member,  to  wit:  MaTraew  Lton, 
ftom  Kentucky,  appeared,  anc]  took  his  seat  in  (he 
House. 

Mr.  CoviNOTow, from the'committee appointed 
on  the  twenty-secood  ultimo,  presented  a  bill  to 
ascertain  and  provide  for  the  salaries  of  the  jud^ 
of  theOri^ans'Court  in  the  District  of  Columbia} 
which  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  aCom- 
mittee  of  (he  Whole  on  Wednesday  nest. 
.'  Mr.  Dawboit  presented  to  (he  House  a  petition 
of  sundry  inbabiianis  of  the  couct^  of  Alexandria, 
in  the  Territory  of  Columbia,  which  was  received 


dbyGoO^le 


276 

mSTORT  OF  CONGRESS. 

276 

H.  or  R. 

PunU&ment  of  certain  Crime*. 

J»«o«RV,  1807. 

medio  servp 

js  jurorsTn  i^e  courts  held  ia  the  said  Terriiory, 
luajt  receive  for  then  nerTices  such  compeosaiioD 
as  ma)' be  iustaod  reaeoDable. — Referred  to  Mr. 
Dawuon,  Mr.  John.  Cahfbei.l,  Mi.'LiviNaaTON, 
Mr.  Coo«r  and  Mr.  HaLLAND;  to  ezamioe  and 
report  their  opioion  thereupon  to  Ihe  House. 

The  Mouse  pn>ceeded  to  consider  the  ameiid- 
mentt  reported  by  the  Coiamittee  of  the  Whole, 
yesterday,  IQ  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Anihoiif 
Beaezt:!  and  others :  WbercupoQ,  the  said  atueDd- 
meoti,  with  the  bill,  were  recommitted  to  the 
Catntnittee  of  Ways  and  MeaiM. 

Mr.  Kaslv,  from  the  Comnuiiee  of  Cat^merne 
and  Mauufaciures,  presented  a  bill  conliuuing  in 
force,  for  a  farther  lime,  an  act,  entitled  "An  act 
to  luipend  the  commercial  intercourse  betwean 
the  United  Slates  and  certain  parts- of  tba  IsUnd 
of  Saini  Dataiago,"  which  was  read  twice  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Wednesday  next. 

PUNISHHENT  OF  CERTAIN  CSIMBS. 

The  Hoase  again  reaolved  itself  into  a  Com' 
mitlee  of  th»  Whot»DD  the  bill  ptoridingfor  the 
pnnisbmeDi  of  certain  crimes  acainst  ibe  United 

Mr.  BiowBLL  said  that  a  gentleman  ffom  Vii- 
gioia^  whom  be  did  iiot  now  see  in  the  Hoase.  had, 
on  aformcr day, BUg|Eei ted  that tbi* hilt  wasdeocient 
and  needed  an  additional  section.  He  was  of  the 
■ame  opinion.  We  hare,  he  observed,  a  siaiute' 
Eenderiug  it  criminal  to  .begin  or  set- on  foot  or 
provide  or  prepare  the  means  for  amilitary  expe- 
dition or  enterprise  la  be  carried  on  against  any 
foreign  Prince  or  State,  in  amity  with  the  Uniied 
States.  For  snch  u)  oflence  a  punishment  was 
jiroTided,  and  some  prerentiTe  means  werq  an- 
Iborized.  The  President,  in  his  Message,  bad 
submitted  lo  Congress  the  propriery  of  adding 
one  further  mode  of  preveniion,  by  extatding  the 
ordinary  process  of  liinding  lo  the  observance'  of 
die  peace  and  good  bebariour  to  acts  to  be  done 
ont  of  the  limits  of  the  United  States.  A  recog- 
nizance to  keep  the  peace,  apd  bepf  good.bebaviour 
towards  the  Uniied  Slates,  was  forfeited  by  any 
offence  commitled  wiibin  the  body  of  the  Uniied 
Slates,  but  not  by  an  act  doue  aa  the  high  seasj 
A  hostile  enlerprise  of  any  private  citizens  bgainst 
a  nation  in  imiiy  wiib  us,  en'dangered  tbe  peace 
and  interest  of  the  United  Slates.  .  Among  other 
means  of  preventing  that  evil,  it  woiild  be  use- 
ful, and  might  be  necessary,  to  bring  niifaia 
the  reach  of  a  recoKuisance  for  keeping  tbe  peace 
xnd  being  of  good  Behaviour  such  acts  commitled 
witboai  -the  limits  of  the  Uniied  States  as  would, 
ifcammitted  within  our  Jurisdictional  limits,  be 
panisbed  by  the  statute  referred  to.  A  provision 
of  this  kind,  be  thought,  wonld  properly  make  a 
jmrtofthis  bill.  He  iherefoie,  moved  an  addi- 
tional section,  in  the  followiQg  words: 

"Bt  U  enaeied.  That  if  an;  penon,  for  whose  keep, 
ing  the  peace  and  being  of  good  behaviour  a  recogni- 
■uics  ■hell  be  entered  into,  in  punaance  of  the  laws  of 
the  Uniied  Slaica,  ihell,  during  the  term  of  such  recog- 
■iaauce,  withont  the  limits  of  the  United  Stales,  carry 


on  or  aid  in  carrying  on,  or  begin  or  sat  on  foot,  or 
praiiile  or  prepare  the  means  of  a  military  eipedttloB 
or  enterpriss  against  an;  foreign  Prince  or  State,  at 
peace  with  the  United  Butee,  laeh  recognieaDca  Aall 
therd>7  be  forfeited."     '■ 

Mr.^ciNcr  said  he  did  not  perhaps  uoderstAnd 
the  motion,  but  It  appeared  to- him  to  extend  .10 
any  recogni»«nce  that  might  be  entered  into,  id 
the  United-  Slates.  If  so,  it  was  a  very  eztraof 
dinary  provision,  and  went  to  aSeci  iransaciiona 
hitherto  considered  harmless,  and  even  on  a  scene 
so  distant  as  Europe  or  the  East  ladies. 

Mr.  BinwELL  replied  that  his  colleague  had  not 
taken  a  correct  view  of  ibe  section,  which  did  not 
apply  to  any  rteognisance  that  might  he  entered 
into,  but  exclusively  to  those  for  keeptnz  the 
p°ice  and  good  hebav(our  to  the  Uniied  States, 
which  recognisances  wonld,  under  existing  lawsj 
1^  forfeited  for  any  of  the  acts  enniberatetriQ  tha 
bill,  if  committed  within  the  limits  of  the  United 
States. 

lit.  Q,Di'NOT.— 8np)S>se  a  merchant  of  ihe  ITni- 
ted  Stales  Outers  into  a  recognisanct,  sees  to  tbe 
West  Indies,  end  from  thence  sopplies  eitber 
PrbDce  or  England,  both  of  whom  are  at  peace 
with  the  United  Stalea,  with  tbe  means  of  carryipjg 
on  an  eipediiion  the  ode  against  the  other;  is  it 
Ihe  meaning  of  the  gentleman  that  recogoisaace* 
under  such  DircumstBoces  should  be  so  forfeited? 

Mr.  BiDWBLi..'— The  prorision  relates  only  to 
recognisances  mride  under  the  United  Slatea 
and  to  sct8.whieh,  if  committed  within  the  United 
Slates,  would  he  by  existing  statutes  iirdictable 
offences. 

Mr.  DwioBT  said,  that  if  be  understood  the  sec- 
tion properly,  it  was  as  excepiioaable  as  that  al- 
ready stricken  out.  it  appeared  to  him  to  pre- 
scribe that  if  any  individual  in  this  country  should 
enter  into  recognisance  and  give  sureties  in  con- 
sequence of  a  certain  act  committed  by  him  wjth- 
in  the  Uniied  States,  ai>d  should  afterwards  com- 
mit other  offences  out  oFthe  United  States,  bis 
tee^nisance  shall  be  forfeited  and  the  sureties  be- 
come responsible.  This  seehied  lo  him  the  most 
esiraordiuBry  attempt  ever  made  in  a  Legislative 
body.-  Tlie  courts  of  the  Uniied  "States  were  au- 
thorized to  require  sureties  to  an  unlimited  amount 
Were  those  sureties  to  expect  ibat  such  recogni- 
sance should  extend  to  the  whole  life  of  the  per- 
soii  for  whom  thev  became  bound,  and  to  the 
other  ofieocea  whicfi  mi'Dbt  be  commitled  by  him 
out  of  ibeUnited  Stales?  Who  was  to  determine 
whether  these  acts  were  or  were  not  committed? 
If  this  was  the  obiecl  of  tbe  sectioa,  it  was  one  to 
which  he  hoped  tne  Comioittee  would  never  give 
their  consent. 

Mr.  N.  WiLLiAHB  observed  that  he  did  not  feel 
the  force  of  the  objections  made  by  genilemen 
to  tbs'ameodment  under  consideraiion.  He  cok- 
feased,  however,  ihat  be  might  noi  undersiaad  the 
subject  well,  oa  he  was  nit  in  his  place  when  the 
amendment  was  proposed,  and  had  not  time  to 
examine  it  as  he  oiigbt.'!o  give  an  opinion  v  to 
its  correctness.  Bqi  if  there  was  something  norcl, 
surely Ihere  was  nothing  inconsistent  or  impro- 
per io  its  provisions.    It  seemed  to  htm  as  aaly 
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extending  tbtii  practice  which  was  adopied,  he 
beliereJ,  io  eit^y  Si&ie  !□  the  Uoioa,'  of  binding 
citizens  lo  their  good  behariour,  upon  proper 
grounds,  to  cases  which  might  arise  oul  of  the 
iuti!dictioa.of  the  United  Suies.  And  this  mi^bc 
oe  proper,  in  order  to  preserve  peace  with  foretgti 
naiioos. .  But  some  gCDitemea  objected  lo  such  a 
proceediog,  on'the  ground  that  the  reeognisance 
woald  be  general,  and  that  it  might  be  very  diffi- 
cult for  a  cili^ed  (o  find  sureliea' against  oBeuces 
DDi  particularly  specified.  To  which  Mr.  W. 
laid  )t  npight  be  answered,  ibac  there  i«  no  man 
perhaps  in  society,  that  has  not  some  friend  or 
seighborfWl:^  will  t)^  bound  for  his  good  behavioor 
in  whalever  place  he  may  be;  and  that  if  suspi- 
cion wan  «D  strong  and  well  founded  agaitis.t  htm, 
as  to  disable  him  to  obtain  this  security,  the  peace 
and  welfare  of  the  country  demanded  [hai  he 
should  be  put  in  a  placf:  of  safet)[.  He  was  some- 
what surprised,  too,.tbjii'tbiB  objection  should  be 
urgqd  by  geDtlemeo  from  Connecticut,  where,  if 
he  was'  rightly  Informed  ^aad  it  was  detailed  in 
the  newspapers)  ohe  o(  its  citizejis  was  at  the 

Ceseui  time  in  prison  for-not  finding  sureties  for 
s  eeneral  good  behaviour.  . 
Ur.  Dawboh  obcerTedlhitlhis  had  bean  a  sub- 
ject of  much  difficulty  in  the  select  committee 
ifaat  reported  the  bill.  It  seeined  10  lie  the  un- 
doubted rjghtof  p  ^iiizen  of  the  United^laies' 
to  withdraw  himself  from  the  country,  whenerer 
he  pleased.  Under' suc^  a  provisieo  as  this  a 
man  might  give  security  for  nis  good  beb&vipQr, 
and  afterwarB'  join  in  wai  wiih  a  nation  against 
a  naiio.n  at  war  with  iheUnited  3uUs,aod  thereby 
forfeit  his  recognisance.  There  were  so  m^oy 
objections,  Mr.  D.  said,  to  each  a  proriuon,  that 
he  could  not  give  it  his  vote. 

Mr.  Blv  said,  he  was  as  willing  as  any  geotle- 
laan  to  make  the  way  of  tranigressonibard,'pro- 
vided  the  proTisioos  offered  for  this  purpose  did 
not  go  to  iiDplieale  innocent  persons.  It,koweTer, 
appeared  to  Dim  that  the  proposed  provision  woulil 
be  extremely  dangerous.  Ifj  for  instance,  a  man 
in  this  territory,  which  was  subject  to  the  laws  of 
the  United  Stales,  shall  enter  into  reeognisaoce for 
any  offence  he  ma,y  commit,  in  one  or  more  sure- 
lies — if  afterwards  he  goesinto  a  foreign  country, 
and  there  stirs  up  an  insurrection,  and  on  that 
ground  his  twnd  is  forfeited,  his  bondsman,  with- 
out expecting  it,  will  becomeamenable  for  his  con- 
duel  in  this  foreien  country.  This,  be  thought, 
ought  not  to  be.  He  believed  every  valuable  pui 
pose  of  the  bill  would  be  answered  without  ihi 
pioyisioa. 

Mr.  Dana  mid  this  new  seclian  proposed  giving 
ft  construction  to  the  keeping  of  (he  peace,  and  ' 
make  it  mean  sopiething,  w.hich  it  never  mea 
before,  and  that  in  all  cases  whatever  it  should  have 
the  broad  meaning  proposed'to  be  given  to  it— 
that  ■  recognisance  lor  keeping  the  peace  of  the 
United  Slates  shall  be  forfeitedfor  acts  that  neitbsr 
break  the  peace  of  the  United  States  nor  violate 
any  law  or  the  land.  Theoffence  therein  st^ed 
COQld  not  bfe  punished  under  the  existing  statute 
of  the  United  States,  iDasmuefa  as  it  would  noi  be 
oommtited  w>ihi|fthe  jurisdjciioo  of  i{ie  Usiied 


16  or  against  any  law  of  the  United  States. 
According  to  it,  any  man  who  shall  go  into  foreign 
service,  or_  accept  B  commission  from  a  foreign 
Power,  will  violate  his   recognisance.     It  wegt, 

fore,  to  create  a  new  offence.    Mr.  D,  said  he 

not  .wilting  to  sport  in  this  way  with  princi- 
ples' hitherto  deemed  sacred-  If  these  (wti  tue 
wrong,  pass  a  statute  for  their  punishment. 

Mr.  Bin  WE  Li.  said,  genilemen  objected  to  this 
provision,  because  the  act,  by  which  the  recogni- 
sance will  be  forfeited,  was  not  in  the  cooiempU- 
tioQ  of  sureties  when  they  enteredinto  bond.  He 
iderstood  that  a  recognisance  for  keeping  the 
peace  was  in  its  nature  general,  and  that  any  bieaott 
of  the  peace  operated  as  a  forfeiture.     The  com- 

ion  of  any  criine  against  the  United  Stalei, 
.  .._ia  the  United  States^  would  work  a  forfeiture ; 
the  doing  of  either  of  the  acts  enumerated  in  ihia 
bill  would  be  a  violation  of  the  recognisance. 
The  recognisance  is  gene;«l,  Io  do  oothitig  to  vi- 
olate thepeaceof  the  United  States.  Mr.  B. said 
he  would  admit,  if  these  acts  were  done  out  of  the 
.limils  of  the  Uoi^ed. States,  the^  could  not  at  pre- 
'  be  considered  in  le)^l  estimation  as  against 

wace  of  the  United  Slates.  If  this  were  the 
case,  thete  would  be  no  necessity  for  the  pEopoaed 

iMon.    Th^e  object  of  the  ameodment  was  to 
extend  lo(his.dassof  act«,C0Dimilted  without  the 
United  States^  provisions  calculated  to  restrain 
' '  commission,  andshnilar  to. those  n6w  appli- 

!  to  like  offences  caiamittediriihin  the  United 
Stales.  As'to  ijie  difficulty^  suggested,  of  taking 
cognizance  of  offences  not  committed  within  tlie 
Daiied  States,  there  could  not,  he  apprehended,  be 
any  solid  objection.  'Was  not  piracy  punishable 
under  ihe  laws  of  the.  United  States?  a^d  yet  il 
was  not  comipiiled  within  the  jurisdictioii.  of  the 
Ubiied  Stale* — it  was  committed  on  the  high  aeaa. 
lO  with  r^id  to  the  class  of  offences  which  it 
ras  the  object  of  this  section  to  guard  against,  ao 
far  as  they  went  to  violate  the  peace  of  the  United 
"  lates; 

Mr.  SiAj&N  was  of  opinion  that  the  bill  would 
be  incomplete  without  such  a  provision  «s  thai 
which  was  offered.  It  hsd  been  remarked  that  it 
jnierfered  with  the  right  of  expatriation.  Nu  one 
was  more  averse  to  infri^gii^  this  right  than  he 
was.  But  he  did  not  vi^w  it  in  this-  lighi.  He 
could  not  consider  a  perHon  bound  over  to  his  good 
behaviour  in  the  lighlofafreeman.  at  liberty  to  da 
what  he  pleased  with  himself.  'Without  giving 
security  he  Vould  be  necessarily  committed  to 
prison  and  be  consequently  deprived  of  his  liberty ; 
and  while  under  recognisance,  although  he  gave 
tecuritv,  he  was  still  to  be  considered  in  the  li^tt 
of  a  culprit,  amejiahle  lo  the  law,  and  not  poasesa- 
ed  of  the  right  to  expatriate  himself. 

Mr.  DwioHT  said  theremarksof  the  geotleinv> 
from  New  York  (Mr.  WiLtrAMa)  did  not  apply 
to  the  point  under  consideration.  Would  a  re- 
cognisance enieredib  to  in  Connecticat  be  forfeited 
\y/  anyects  committed  in  Mew  York,  in  case  the 
person  recognised  in  the  formec  State  should  re- 
move to  the  latter?  So,  in  the  case  of  anentvt 
bound  nottocommitacis  within  tbeUnitedSiateai 
^cia  comnulted  by  iuiu  aJfteiwu^U  agatiwl «  fo^ 
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eign  Goreroment  could  Dot  be  puaisbed  id  the 
Unitet]  States.  If  genllenieD  wisli  to  make  offea- 
cea  Hgaiost  foreign  uatiotis  punishable,  let  them 
make  a  statute  to  that  effect,  and  declare  that  our 
cilizcDs  shall  keep  the  peace,  sot  only  in  tbe  Uni- 
ted States,  but  also  with  regaid  to  foreiga  nations. 
But,  it  had  been  alleged  that  the  offence  to  be 
prorided against,  was  a  moraloffence.  Were  they 
therefore  to  punish  it  ?  As  yet  ibe  moral  law  was 
not  enacted  under  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  N.  WiLLiAKS  said  he  agreed  with  the  hon- 
orablegeni!emanfromConnecticnt(Mr.DwioHT,) 
thai,  according  to  existing  laws  in  th6  Stale  which 
he  in  part  represented,  a  cilizea  can  be  bound  to 
hit  good  behaviour,  or  to  keep  the  peace,  in  the 
Stale  only.  And  he  acknowledged,  that  although 
by  the  laws  of  the  Uniteli  States,  there  isno  pow- 
er,at  present  vested  in  tbe  courts  or  magistrates, 
to  regulatp,  in  ibe  manner  {iroposed,  ihe  cnnduci 
of  its  citizens  out  of  its  jurisdiclion,  yet  do  one 
vould  deny  that  laws  might  be  enacted  to  restrain 
tbem  by  proper  obUgations,  fram-a Item p ting  inju- 
ries to  foreign  nations,  as  well  ab  from  violations 
of  the  internal  peace  of  this  country.  And,  if  he 
nnderstood  rightly  the  proposed  amendment,  itsob' 

i;ct  is  to  prevent  our  citizens  from  committing 
oitile  acts  against  cojintrres  with  which  we 
■t  peace.  Bat'cenllemen  say,  such  offences 
not  punishable l>y  our  laws.  Suppose  it  is  __ 
And  is  it  not  better,  if  possible,  to  restrain  offences, 
than  to  punish  them,  after  the  evils  rising  from 
them  are  already  experienced  ?-Mr  W.  thought  it 
was.  If  there  was  no  law  to  punish,  let  there  be 
one  to  prevent  these  ofitnees. 

Mr.  Dana  said  th;  right  of  the  Qovernment  to 
prevent  anything  they  coald  not  punish 
admitied,  nor  wa«  it  admissible,  as  the  c 
was  founded  on  the  other.  The  objectio 
section  was  this — that  it  undertook  bya  legislative 
construction  to  give  a  meaning  to  words  contrary 
to  that  which  ibey  otherwise  possessed — to  expose 
a  iflan  to  a  forfeiture  of  his  recocuisance  for  acts 
not  in  ihemselv^  punishable.  This  was  assuredly 
preposterous;  ibe  aots  provided  for  by  the  an 
■i«Dt  ware  no  oSeoees.  The  sureties  given 
onljr  foir  the  prevention  of  offences  which  were 
■abiecled  to  punishment.  So  long  as  there  was 
DO  law  panianing  acts  committed  out  of  the  lim- 
its artbeUnitedBtate«,snch  a  provision  woold  be 
preposterous.  Make  such  a  law  first,  and  let  the 
punlshmeni  come  afterwards. 

Mr.  BnawELL  thought  ihe  amendment  a  very 
proper  one,  and  that  the  ri^ht  of  making  it  could 
not  be  questioned.  As  to  its  affecting  the  right  of 
the  citizen  to  expatriate  himself,it  would  be  found, 
by  the  decision  in  the  case  of  Jonathan  Bohbins, 
that  that  right,  as  far  a>  a  judicial  determination 
went,  did  not  exist.  If  gentlemen  were  of  this 
opinion,  they  could  have  no  objection  to  the  pro- 
posed section.  Mr.  B.  however  said  that  he  had 
always  been  of  opinion  thai  every  citizen  had  a 
right  to  expatriate  himself,  and  to  enter  into  the 
•ervice  uf  any  other  naiion ;  and  in  the  State  he 
had  tha  honor  of  representing  a  mode  had  been 
provided  Cor  ihe  exercise  of  this  right. 
No  peraon  doobied  the  eoncarreol  jaritdiction 


of  the  United  States  on  tbe  high  seas,  and  that 
they  possess  the  right  to  prohibit  offences  commit- 
ted outof  the  United  Stales  was  evident  from  the 
law  passed  at  the  last  session,'prohibiiingHll  com- 
mefcial  intercourse  with  certain  parts  of  St!  Do- 
mingo. Whence  did  Gonsr^ss  derive  this  power, 
if  the  principles  contendea  foi"  by  the  genilemea 
from  Connecticut  were,  correcit  Again — had 
they  ng't  a  rigbt  to  prohibit  the  slave  Irade,  even 
ifcarriedonby  citizens  of  the  United  States  with 
foreign  nations  ?  This  was  not  within  Ihe  juria- 
diction  of  ihe  United  States  and  yet  no  man  doubt- 
vd  the  right  of  the  Qovernmeol  either  to  regulate 
or  interdict  the  traffic.  The  United  Stales  there- 
fore clearly  possessed  a  control  over  their  citizens 
wherever  found,  and  a  right  to  restrain  them  from 
any  acts  which  can  commit  its  peace,  and  they 
shall  announce  their  expatriation  ;  aqd  tbis  right 
extended  lothe  punishment  of  certain  offences  com- 
mitted out  of  tneir  jurisdiction,  as  well  as  within 
it.  Observe  the  provisions  of  the  Treaty  of  1798. 
It  declares. that  whoever  shall  commit  forgery  or 
raurdershall  be  delivered  to  the  Government  de- 
manding him.  Whence  do  the  Government  de- 
rive the  power  of  demanding  and  punishing  such 
an  offender,  if  they  do  not  posses,  the  power  of 
punishing  oSences  committed  by  their  citizens  in 
foreign  countries  f- 
.  Mr.  B.  said.this  sMmed  to  him  to  be  one  of  the 

ClaiaeEt  cases  imaginable,  about  which  there  could 
e  no  difficulty.  It  was  perfectly  correct  that,  if 
any  citizens  were  suspected  of  a  design  to  disturb 
the  peace  of  the  United  States,  either  wilhin  t>r 
without  our  limits,  there  should  fxist  a  power  to 
restrain  such  projects.  The  preparation  and 
means  of  attack  might  be  ma'ile  or  collected  out  of 
tbe  United  States,  and  it  was  indispensably  neces- 
sary, in  order  to  preserve  the  peaoe  of  ihe  country 
and  to  discharge  the  duties  devolved' on  nsasa 
neutral  nation,  to  have  the  power  of  restraining 
the  offences  committed  out  of  the  United  Sl«te& 

Mr.  Daha  said  he  sobseribed  to  the  correetiten 
of  the  general  principle  laid  doiyn  by  tbe  gentle- 
man from  Virginia.  It  was  perfectly  clear  that 
within  our  territorial  limits  we  had  a  jurisdiction 
over  all  our  citizens;  that  on  the  hig|i  seas  we 
bad  likewise  a  jurisdiction  over  all  our  citizens; 
andinour  public  vessels,  over  all  persons  on  board; 
also  that  our  jurisdiction  extended,tD  our  merchant 
vessels  on  the  high  seas,  and  extended  in  a  certain 
degree  to  foreign  countries.  Thi^  was  all  too  plain 
to  se  controverted.  No  part  of  bis  argument  had 
rested  on  this  ground.  All  that  he  hul  said  was, 
that  there  was  no  law  in  existence  thai  prohibited 
il^uded  to  in  the  amendment.  If  it  is  ne- 
cessary to  repress  such  acts,  make  a  law  to  punish 
them,  and  then  bind  your  citizens  in  arecognisance 
to  jrevept  their  commission. 

Mr.  BcBWELL  said  he  would  only  replv  to  the 
gentleman  from  Connecticut  by  stating,  tbat  if  h« 
and  the  gentlemen  opposed  to  tbe  ameniJmeuti 
would  suffer  it  to  paM,  these  acta  woUld  therebj- 
become  offences. 

The  question  wis  then  put,  and  the  sine ndment 
carried— ye&s  52,  nays  43. 

Mr.  Eppbs  saiil  that,'  in  his  dpinion,  an  nmead- 
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in«Dt  waa  requEsiie  in  the  first  sectioD.  Iq  the, 
Conslitutiua  of  ihe  Uoiled  States,  great  pains, 
aaid  be,  hare  been  taken  to  define  treason,  (hut 
our  eitizeos  nfaf  be  BecuKed  from  being  harassed 
for  aciB  which  c«ti  by  no  fair  coDstrUctioof  be  coo- 
•idered  as  treasonable.  Bat,  if,  under  the  deoom- 
ioalioiv  of  misdemesnors,  we  uodeitake  to  pun- 
iab  aots  which  scarcely  adiDit  of  definition,  and 
which  are  not  erkniiiftl  in  thetijselres,  this  Con- 
■titmibnal  reatriction  will  be  of  but  litUe  avail. 
A  iMTtjrin  power,  in  -order  to  accompliib  its  rin- 
djctir^  purposes,  will.  Under  a  dFBereni  name, 
ereale  tha  Mine  crime,  and,  tbtis  evade  the  Cbusti' 
tational  pronsion.  For  this  t«asoa,  Mr.  £.  said, 
he  objected  to  the  last  part  of  the  section. 

Mr.  B.  Skid  ltii«  put  of  the  section  was  alto- 
gnber  aonecessary.  He  wished  gentlemen  4? at- 
tend to  tbe  powers  with  which  the-  CUvernroent 
would  be  armed,  even  if  the  laiter'Words  were 
strack  otu.  .Thej  possessed  the  whole  force  of 
the  liaiion,  and  coula  compel  ey^rj  man  to  march 
to  maintain  the  public  peace.  If,  therefore,  trea- 
son shottld  exist,  iher  had  jimple  power  to  crush 
it.  Whv,  then,  go.f^ther  1  -  Will  gentlaroen  in- 
trodoce  iiitb  our  code  a  law  tl^Hi  shall  give  to  the 
courts  th^  power  of  oppresjiiig  the  citizen,  by 
defioing,  as  they  may  see-  fit,  the  ofiTeDcei  of.con- 
tpiracy,  or  of  counselling  and  advisitig  a'coa- 
spiracy  t  In  free  countries,  the  greatest  blessing 
of  thecicizai  was,  that. crimes  were  desigtuied  by 
law,  and  tbtit  eretj  man  knew  when  iie  commit- 
ted an  aci  that  was^ptmiihable.  But  whocan  tell 
what  wilt  be  uesDt  £y  eonspiriae',  cdnnselling,  and 
advisiDg?  Look  at  Eoglaod,  behold  the  danger  of 
consttvctiTe  treasoo,  and  dread  giving  lo  yolir. 
eoDTtS'ihe  power  of  defining  crimes.    For  tjie 


"  Or  with  intsnt,  in  sny  other  Bunner,  of  tevyuig 
wu  agsiiut  the  United  -8t>ta^  or  of  adhering  lo  ths 
eneniiia  of  the  said  Qtatai ;  or  Who,  with  intent  >a 
afbiMud,  sbatl  combine  or  cenipire  M^edtei,  Or  ahalt 
eoaiwel,  adnsa,  or  attempt  to  set  on  fiK>t,*prOTide,,ar. 
prspara  the  nwaM  fcr  any  Mdi  nnlawAil  M^edition  or 
«Dt«iptise^or,to  procsre  aaj  iwnnecliOD,  nnlawtiil  aa- 
Bsmbly,oi  comtHnation  for  audi  piirpoaa,aIdionghaDch 
oonqiinej,  coiusal,  adTica,  or  attempt,  aball  have  the 
propaaed«fiect  or  not." 

Mr.  B.  also  moved  to  strike  out  the  subsequent 
words  in  the  same  Hctibn ; 

"  And  ttoftei',  at  thfldiaovtiiHi  of  tiie  conit,  be  holden 
Id  find  anrctiea  fci  his  or  their  gooii  briiavioqr,  in  ncfa- 
anm,  and  for  aoeb  term',  as;  the  aaid  court  mtj  direct. 


td  pieTent  tha  triat.or  poniibaent 
afaay  pen<Hi<»penona,gnilty  of  treaaon,  nnrder,  or 
Boy  odier  ofieoee  pnniahatde  by  any  law  or  laws  of  the 
Unitad  State*." 

Hr-  E.  said  he  waa  in  favor  of  striking  out  the 
proviso,  that  ttte  crime  of  treason  might  stand 
solely  on  fCoastiiuiionBl  grotuid,  and  that  do  at- 
tempt should  he  made  by  stainie  to  put  a  construc- 
tion upon  it  He  was  srlso  in  favor  of  striking 
out  the  preceding  proxision,  giving  the  court  the 
powerof  binding  over  for  good  behaTieur;  a«  be 
thought  it  jntt  fhal  wben  a  man  had  suSered  the 


puoisbmeni  affixed  to  his  crimes,  be  ought  to  be 
discharged,  and  as,  under  it,  there  was  nothing 
which  labibited  a  court  from  requiring  sureties  in 
so  large  a  sum  as  would  confine  a  man  for  life. 

Mr.BiDWELi.  observed  that  the  gentleman  from 
'Virginia  (Mr.  Eppca)  had  founded  hia  moUoD 
for  striking  out  a- part  of  ibis  section  upon  an 
alleged  uncertainty  in  the  deei^riptton  of  the  of- 
fences leudered  punishable  by  it.  The  maxim, 
he  agreed,  was  a  sound  one,  that  crimes  ought  to 
be  defined  with  such  certainty  as  to  be  easily 
knownj  in  order  tbat  they  mi^ht  be  avoided  by 
well  dispoted  citizens;'  andj  if  committed,  that 
they  might  be  capable  af  being  distinctly  stated 
in  the,  prosecution,  and  proved  or  disproved  on 
trial.  If  the  descriptive  words,  now  moved  to  be 
strupk  out,  would  not  bear  the  test  of  this  rule, 
undoubt^dljr  the  motion  ought  to  prevail.  That 
^as  the  point  to  be  decided.  The  general  object 
of  the  bill  was,  to  prevent  any  treasonable  expe- 
dition or  enterprise,  bj  punishing  certain  prepara- 
tory steps  leading  to  such  acts  oT  treason,  but  not 
in  themselves  amounting  to  that  crime.  /The  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  did  not  object  ID  the  tlrsl 
clause,  rendering  it  ciimlDat  to  begin  or  set  on 
foot,  or  provide,  or  prepare  the  means  for  such  ■ 
treasonable  expedition  or  enterprise,  which  words 
were  borrowed  from  an  existins  statute.  His  ob- 
jection was  directed  against  Ibe  words  com&ine, 
oon«^t^,  countel.  and'  advUe,  as  not  sufficiently 
definite.  He  hao  asked,  what  is  combining  or 
conspiring,  counselling  or  advinog?  and  been  an- 
swered, tbat  it  was  Just  what  a  court  sjiould  please 
to  make  ii.  .  On  the  contrary,  Mr.  B.  said,  he 
thought  tboae  terms  had,  in  common  use  as  well 
as  in  technv:al  style,.n'  settled  and  known  signifi- 
caliou.  A  combination,  01  conspiracy,  was  well- 
uoderstood.to  be  an  act  of. two  or  more  persons, 
associating  together  for  sodie  object  If  tbat 
object  lyas  a  lawful  oite,  the  combinaiioQ  was  in- 
nocenC;  If  it  was  criminal,  the  combination, 
whether  its  object  was  effected  or  not,  was,  at 
common  law^  a  ciimewell  defined,  and  under- 
stood as  an  indictable  conspiracy.  The  words 
emm*tl  and  adnte,  also,  were  explicit  and  un- 
M]uivocal.  Toconnsel  or  advise  thedoing  of  any- 
thitVj  was  an  overt  act,  which  might  be  known, 
stat^,  proved,  and  tHed  with  as  much  certainly 
as  any  other  act  whatever.  And,  when  its  object 
was  a  treasonable  expedition,  or  enterprise,  it  was 
in  its  a^tuK  criminal,  and  merited  puuivhment  as 
much  as  any  act  short  of  treason  itself;  for  it  might 
be  a  cause,  and  perhaps  the  principal  cause,  of  the 
whole  mischief.  A  man  by  his  advice,  without 
any  further  agency;  might  induce  others  to  ael  on 
fool,  or  provide  and  prepare  means  for  st^ch  an 
enterprise  as  was  intended  to  be  guarded  against 
by  Ibis  bill,  and  ought  to  be  punishable  far  it,  if 
any  preparatory  steps  lowarda  treason  was  a  proper 
ground  of  puniabmeiU.  Aa.lhete  descriptive  terma, 
to  which  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  ob- 
jected, did  not  appear  to  him  to  be  liable  to  ih« 
objection  of  uacertaintjr  iii  their  meaning,  Mr.  B, 
sud  he  should  not.  without  some  further  reason 
for  it,  vote  in  favor  of  the  proposed  amendment. 

Hr.  EtTBS  said  the  gentleman  from  Hassachu- 
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■ells  hnd  virlualtf  admitied  ererf  objection  which 
he  had  lakeo  lo  the  seciioD.  He  says  (bat  a  coa- 
jpiracy  is  a  thing  which  eTerjr  court  and  jury 
may  easily  decide  upon.  This  was  precisely  his 
objection — that  they  would  be  obliged  to  leare 
the  deciskiD  to  the  court  and  jury.  The  terras 
were  iocapable  of  legal  deGMtioo.  Tbe  gentle' 
man  says,  suppose  there  should  be  a  conspiracy, 
or  a  counselling  towards  it,  will  you  let  those. con- 
cerned in  it  go  clear!  Why  not  7  What  great 
injury  will  Bow  from  ifJ  You  will  be  preclude* 
fronapunishine  words  or  iuteotioDs,  but  will  that 
be  an  erill  Do  gentlemen  recollect  tbe  len^h 
10  which  eonstruetire  Ireasoos  have  been  carried 
in  another  country  1  Do  they  remember  that  ^a 
man  was  conricted  of  i|:eason  in  England  for 
winhiag  a  buck's  homsia  the  betly  of  the  Kfogl 
To  show  gentlemen  how  far  courts  hare  gone 
even  in  our  own  country,  Mr.  E.  said,  he  would 
refer  (hem  to  the  case  of  Luther  Baldwio;  and, 
aa  be  had  the  indictment  in  his  hand,  he  would 
read  it  in  illustration  of  bis  argument. 

Mr.  E.  here  read  the  iadictmeot,  as  follows  : 
"  ifen  .to-wy  IHttnc^—U.  &  Court, 
"JiTBicmaT  «>  LuTKiB  Baidwix  roa  BanrKDM. 
"  Dittriet  of  Tiao  Jertey,  t*  i 

"  The  jnron  in  beh&lt' of  tbe  ITnJKidStatMof  Amer- 
ica, for  the  imdj  of  New'Jeney,  diatrict  ef  tike  midiUe 
drcuii,  upon  their  respective  aatha  piewnt,  that  Lu- 
ther BalutiriD,  late  of  the  township  of  NeWark,  in  lbs 
eouQlj  of  Euex,  and  diatrict  of  New  Jeney,  watermau, 
being  a  peraicious  and  ■editiouj  min,  and  contaviog, 
and  maliciauily  iHtending  the  faithful  citizeni  of  the 
Cnited  Statea  lo  eicite  and  iooTe  to  hatred  and  dislike. 
of  the  person  of  the  Preaideot  «f  the  United  States 
and  the  Oovemment  eMohlished  nithin  tkiM  United 
Slatei,  on  the  37th  day  of  July,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord,  17»8,  in  the  township  witMn  the  county  and  dis- 
trict afiiremid,  and  within  the  Jnritdiction.  of  this  court, 
in  die  presenoe  and  bearing  of  diveiii  &ilhftil  citiiens 
of  Hm  UnilMl  States  wHh  whtaa  lb*  Mid  Luther  Bald- 
win waa  than  and  Hiere  talkinr«f  and  conoetning  the 
PraatdMit  of  the  Unitad  etatea,  (the  PiMident  of  the 
United  Stales  baiag  then  and  there  paMing  on  the 
hilhway,  throng  the  town^p  within  the  coun^  and 
diatrict  aforesaid,  and  diierB  failhbl  cttiiens  of  the 
Dniled  States,  in  lestimon;  of  theit  napect  and  aSho 
tion  for  and  towards  the  Ptaddent  of  the  United  SUtea 
being  then  and  there  firing  a  cannon,)  nnUMiilly, ma- 
liciously, and  irickedly  did  pnbiiab,  utter,  and  declare, 
with  a  loud  voice,  these  Eogliah  words:  'The  Presi- 
dent' (meaning  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes) 
'  la  a  damned  rascal,  and  ought  to  have  bis'  (meaning 
the  President  of  the  United  States)  '  a—  kacWed.  I 
wish  one  of  the  charges'  (meaning  then  and  there  Br- 
iitg  and  discharging  as  aforesaid  from  the  cannon  as 
aRneaan))  'would  paai  throngh  his' (meaning  the  Pres^ 
ident  of  the  United  Statea)  <a— .'  And  die  said  Ln- 
tfaer  Bddwin,  in  inrtlier  prosectition  of  his  malice  to- 
wanb  tbe  aaid  Prcsidenl  of  die  United  SUtee  belbra 
bad,  aflerwarda,  to  wit:  on  the  sane  dsy  and  year 
aforeand,  at  die  tiiwnsfaip  in  die  county  afortmid,  and 
within  the  jurisdictkin  of  this  court,  malieiDusly,  die- 
boheaUy,  aeditiouBly,  wiekedly.andBcaDdebiidy.iaIhe 
pceaence'snd  bearing  of  diven  &ilhAil  eitiaeos  of  tbe 
United  Statea  then  and  Uiere.  itohbI,  did  utter,  and 
with  a  loud  voice  prononaoe,  aaaert,  and  affirm,  iha 
the  Pieaideiit  (meaning  the  President  of  tiia  United 


States) 'WHS  a  damned' rascal.'and  ought  to  have  hia 
a —  kicked,  and  onu  of  the  cannon  shot  through  it,' 
(meaning  that  the  President  of  the  United  State*  ought 
te  have  hia  a-^  kicked,  end  ought  to  bare  one  of  the 
cannon  then  and  there  firing  as  sforeaaid  shot  dkrongh 
his  1^^,)  to  the  great  scandd  and  ooateupt  ef  the  Proa- 
ident  of  the  United  States  and  GotetnineatUieteet  to 
the  evileiampleof  all  olhen  in  the  like  case  oOeBdiai^, 
the  peace  of  the  United  Slatea  and  the 
'  -'-   'rorthesame. 

ClUS  H.  STOCKTON, 

*i  U.  8.  AUtmts" 

I  hare  called  the  atteBtioQ  of  the  Houae,  nift 
Mr.  E.,  to  this  paper,  to  show  that  all  courts  are 
alike;  that  if  you  giye  tbem  power  ifaejr  will 
abuse  it;  and  that  there  ii  no  safttyfor  maa  but 
in  a  clear  definition  of  crimes  by  liw^i  In  free 
eoUDlries  there  ought  to  be  no  criikiea  not  defined 
bylaw.  The  gemJemaa  tells  us^conapiraoy  and 
counselling  are  plain  terms,  easy  oflpprefaen^ton. 
Bui  I  with  to  trust  to  nothing  short  of  the  1&« 
of  the  landi     Let  them  be  defined. 

Mr.  Elliot  hoped  tbe  motion  of  the  seirtleimii 
from  Virginia  would  preraH,-  A  part  ofthe  words 
in  this  section  -oaght  certainly  to  be  erased ;  and 
he  briieved  it  would  be  better  to  eraae  t|fe  whole. 
On  ihesubject  cf  coDstruoli*e  treasons  atifficient 
had  been  said.  But  it  appeared  to  him  that  the 
'provisions  in  the  bill  were  such  as  led  to  another 
aoecies  of  eonntmeiioD  which  was  more  objeo- 
tiooable  (ban  the  doctrine  of  eonsUuctire  tre»- 
sons.  He  meaitt  that  duetriiie  which  had  pr^ 
vailed  at  an  early  period  of  the  British  historjr— 
tbe  doctrine  ^f  aecaiDulative  treasons— which 
consisted  in  making  a  hninber  of  dSeaoes,  neither 
of  w^ieh  in  itseif,  amounted  to  treason,  or  any 
other  crime  of  magottade,  cotlectiTely  unoani  to 
treason.  Under  this  doctrine,  the  celebrated  Bad 
of  Strafiord,  and  other  distinguished  men,  bad 
auSereil.  Mr.  B.  aaid  be -was  of  opinion  thU 
every  raluable  parpoae  of  the  bill  trould  be  better 
answered  without  than  with  thcM  words,  witk- 
oui  jotroducinga  provi^'ron  of  the'uuiat  daogev- 
oos  tendency.  After  illnsirtting>tWs  idei/Mr.  B. 
added,  if  you  once  say  that  a  pereOn  wtao  shall 
counsel  or  adriae  the  aeiting  on  foot  a  Aitlitary 
expeditioo  ihall  be  liable  to  punishment  fot^a 
misdemeanor,  you  create  a  new  system  of  jufia- 

ErodeDce.  Haw  liable  will  the  individual  accuaed 
e  to  be  miauoderElood  and  miareprescDted 7  I 
hope  never  to  see  thia  doctrine  recof^iied — that 
mere  worda,  the  itoputse  of  the  moment,  wiffaoot 
any  definite  object,  and  latfered  without  reflec- 
tion, shall  be  tortured  into  a  misdemeanor. 

After  a  few  remarks  frtim  lAt.  Jaokson,  Hi. 
PiTcm,  and  Mr.  Alexaitdbr.  in  favor  of  the  mo- 
tion, and  Mr.  Q.  W.  CitrpsiCL  against,  it,  the 
question  was  put  and  the  motiun  to  strike  ottt 
carried — yeas  06. 

Mr.  Bppbb  then  moved  to  amend  the  second 
section  by  striking  oat  the'  foilowing  words  !■ 
itakic: 

"  Sac.  3.  And  be  ii  further  aiaett^  That  the  intl 
of  the  aboveBMntioiiea  <^0ce*  Baj  be  had  in  aayof 
die  distriotaor  Territoiiea  where,  any  of  the  acta  con- 
alitntjng  the  otIeDMeball  have  been  coininitted,aiu(atf 
tAe  set*  unitUuiaig  tht  i^ffenet  nx^  ht  broitgKt  in 
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wt  on  (ucA  trial,  in  whateeer  part  of  the  Vhiled 
I,  or  the  Terrilona  thertof,  thty  may  hose  been 


Mr.  E.  said,  aa  eiamtning  the  provisiojisorthe 
CoDaliluiioEi,  this  part  of  the  clause  appeared  to 
lim  a  clear  and  open  violation  of  it.  He  would 
iDvile  the  atteoiioD  of  the  Home  to  ibe  several 
provisions  that  bore  oa  that  poiot.  In  ihe«ec- 
ond  tection  of  the  (bird  article  are  the  foUdwing 
words:  '  , 

".The  trial  of  all  ci 
raent,  sball  be  b;  jar 

Uie  Btata  wUere  ibe  mid  crimea  ihall  [ui 
nntled ;  Gul'nhen  not  committed  witMn  vaj  Statei  the 
trial  rh«ll  te  at  lach  place  or  places  «■  tbe  Congreu 
may  ^  law  have  directed." 

In  thesersmb  nmeDiIiDeDt.tre  fiod — 

"Nopenoa  sliall  be  'tiejd  fa>«Bnreifi>T,a  capita]  or 
olberwiM  infaioaus  crime,  ualwa  dd  a  prMUltiBeiit  or 
indjctmeiit  of  a  grand  jury,  except  in  caat*  ariainf  in  < 
the  land  or  naval  Ibrcea,  or  in  .tlie  nulitia  when  in  ao- 


:tmm<iidmeiit  the  foUowmf  pro- 


Audi 

"  In  all  ciuninalproMcntions  the  aeeawid  shall  Mi- 
joy  Ibe  right  tA  a  gpeedj  and  public  trial,  bj  an  impar- 
lUI  juTj  of  the  State  end  diatnet  wherein  the  oime 
-*—"  hav()  been  committed,  whith  diatrict  ahall  have 
bfen  prsrioaelr  aacntained  b^  law,  and  to  be  infinmed 
oi  thanatarevod  eanae<tf  thsaMaaatun;  te  be-^ow- 
franted  with  the  witnaasta  agMint  hin ;  to  bave  edni' 
palsory  prooaka  ibr  olitautiiig'  witnaaaea  in .  hia  (txac, 
and  to  have  the.  aanstanoe  of  omnael  for  hia  ^Jenoe." 
Prom  these  provlsiom,  it  appears  to  me,  ^aii} 
Mr.  B.,  that  every  mAn  eharged  with  an  ofTeace 
ia  secatEd  in  the  right  of  oot  betng  tr)ed  except 
on  the  previous  presentment  or  indictment  of  a 
gnnd  jury;  and,  on  lUe- ktiown  principle  of 'a 
erand  jary,  ihe]i  are  iheapaiile  of  fioding  except 
for  acts  committed  in  the  State  where  tbey  meet. 
Snnpone  a  mati  comtitils  actS'in  Maryland,  in 
Delaware,  aad  Pennsylvania — that  theyare  erim- 
inal  tcts,  snd  that  be  is-  arraigned  ia  PetMisyUa- 
nia  for  the  act  committed  in  ihst  Stale.  On  that 
arraigbraeM,  eanihe  acta  t^immitted  in  Delaware 
and  Haryland  be  given  in  eviileoce  1  No.  Whf  7 
Becanw  the-  Constitution  of  the  UniteJ  Slates 
declares  he  shall  not  be  made  to  answer  but  on  a 
preaeatDient  of  s  grand  jury,  who  cannot  wander 
ont  of  the  State  in  which  tb«y  sit.  If  he  should 
be  tried  id  Pennsylvania  for  acts  com  rait  ted  in 
Delaware  and  Maryland,  I  ask  if  he  caa  be  said 
to  be  irj'ed  ob  the  presentfbent  oir  indictmen<  of.  a 
grand  jury  of  those  States  i  I  know,  when  part 
of  an  act  consiiimin^  an  oflenee  is~i:animitted  in 
one  State  and  psrt  in  another,  the  quo  antmo  may 
be  shown  ih  one  State  by  acts  commiiled  in  the 
other,  Bot  the  Constitution  expressly  provides 
that  a  man  shall  be  arraigned  and  tried  in  the 
State  where  the  offence  shall  be  committed.  I 
know  the  answer-that  will  be  eiven  to  these  re- 
marks. Oeotleinen  will  talk  of  coaveaieoce.aod 
■ay;  that  witboat  such  s  proviaion  as  this,  persona 
cannot  be  tried.  But  Yn  these  cases  we  are  not  to 
l^islale  on  the  ptbciple  of  convenience.    This 


is  a  Governinent  of  delegated  powers,  and  we 
have  no  powers  that  are  not  ^iveo.    I  pretend  not 

to  professional  knowledge  on  this  subject.  If  the 
provisioo  can  be  so  ifiodiGed  and  arranged  as  to 
steer  clear  of  a  violation  of  ibe  Constitution,  I 


Mr.  Elliot  seconded  the-  motion.  The  argu- 
ments offered  by  the  mover  appeared  to  him  un- 
answerable, end  it  wrs  not  necessary  to  repeat 
them.  He  would,  however,  offer  one  or  two  ad- 
ditional observations.  The  words  proposed  to  be 
stH(;ken  out  in  Ibis  section  had  a  cloae  relation  to 
those  already  strickeD  out  in  the  first  section.  Had 
the  latter  been  retaloed  they  would  baVe  been  an 
argument  for  retaining  tbe  former.  But  since  the 
first  section  was  thus  amended,  they  appeared  to 
hira  perfectly  oseless.  How  could  it  be  necessary 
to  provide  that  all  the  acts  committed  in  different 
States  should  be  jiren  in  evidence,  when,  as  the 
biH  stood',  the  offenees  enumerated  embraced  en* 
tire, and  individuals  acti 

Mr.  Eaklt  said  he  differed  in  opinion  eisen-: 
tJAIly  from  the  mover  and  seconder  of  the  amend- 


;  both'  of  whom,  ha  apprehended^  had  fallen 
'rror,  from  coofouodiog  two  things  which 
n  their  nature  essentially  distinct.    He  un- 


derstood tbe  section  as  meaning  n 
less  than  this-^ihat  different  acts  constituting  one 
and  the  same  offence  may  all  be  given  in  evidence 
QD  the  trial  of  (hat  offence;  not  that  different  acts 
constituting  different  offences  shall  all  be  given  in 
evidence  oo  tbe  same  trial.  The  terra  in  ihesec- 
tion,  tbe  offence,  can  only  allude  to  one  ofience. 
This  be  considered  perfectly  Constitutional  and 
corrMirandent  with  every  day'spractice.  He  would 
pnt  anmiliar  case.  Suppose  a  murder  commit- 
ted in  the  State  of  Vireinia,  and  that  the  person 
who  committed  it  shall  have  previously  purchased 
a  gun  and  loaded  it  in  Maryland.  Tbe  purchasing 
and  loading  the  gun  are  preparatory  to  the  act  of 
shooting.  And  yet,  aecordid^  to  the  doctrine  of 
gentlemen,  these  are  distinct  Mcts  and  cannot  be 
given  in  evidence  in  Virginia.  Mr,  B.  said  he 
was  willing  to  rest  the  provision  on  this  ground], 
as  proof  that  all  the  acts  constituting  one  and  the 
same  offence  could  be  given  in  evidence. 

Mr.  Blliot  replied  that  (he' gentleman  from 
Qeorgiabad  not  steered  clear  of  the  error  he  bad 
ascribed  to  the  mover  and  seconder  of  the  motion. 
He  says  the  parcbasing  and  loading  the  gon  are 
diitinet  acta  from  that  of  shooting.  True;  but 
they  nre  in  themselves  do  part  of  the  offence. 
Theact  of  shooting  alone  Constituted  the  crime, 
and  most  have  been  committed  within  ibe  juris- 
diction of  tfa'e  iribnaal  irylne  it. 

Mr  G.  W.  Campbell  said  the  amendment  was 
priDci|)ally  founded  on  the  constitution  of  the 
grand  juryj  inasmuch  as  (hat  body  did  not  possess 
the  power  of  making  presenfmenls.  except  for  of- 
fences eommitted  within  their  jurisdiciioo.  When 
the  amendment  to  tbe  Constitution  was  attended 
to,  it  woold  be  found  that  it  did  not  bear  on  this 
poiot.  '  It  secaret  to  the  individual  the  right  of 
001  betng  Tried  by  a  petit  jury  tiniil  a  grand  jury 
shah  htve  fonntl  a  Mil  againat  him.    Now,  tb« 
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question  is,  what  erideDce  majr  be  giTea  of  the 
offence?  leoteriaiDno  doubi,3aidMr.  C.,biitthBt 
anjr  evidence  may  be  sivea  to  the. grand  jury  to 
ascertain  the  oSeace,  if  part  ^pf  it  has  been  com- 
miited  within  the  district,  and.ihat  ibid  will  gire 
them  jurisdiclion."  If  this  were  not  the  case  the 
most  palpable  absurdity  would  follow.  Com- 
plete evidence  of  the  commission  of  a  crime  f^n- 
not  be  collected  without  showing  ibe  steps  to'  in 
eonsummatiob.  Theconsequeoce therefore, would 
be,  tbai  many  crimes  would  escape  unpnjiished. 

Suppose  a  man  to  steal  a  horse  in  one  Stole, 
KDd  to  be  taken  up  with  him  in  another.  It  haa 
been  decided  that  he  may  be  iudicled  in  the  last, 
although  the 'crime  was  committed  in  the  first 
State,  Would  oot  the  grand  jury  be  allowed  to 
receive  evidence  of  the  siealing  of  the  horse  ia 
another  State?  Mr.  C.  said, he  had  seen  such' 
evidence  frequently  admitted ;  indeed  he  bad  never 
beard  it  questioned.  For  Ibesereasons  he  thought 
tbe  words  ought  not  to  be  stricken  out.  He  would 
add  that,  although  be  was  against  striking  tbe m 
OUL  he  did  not  believe  them  absolutely  Decessary, 
as  be  believed  the  same  power  would  exist  wiln- 
OUt  the  provision. 

Mr.  Alston  said  if  the  remarks  of  the  gentle- 
man from. Tennessee  were  correct  there  wm  oo 
necessity  whatever  for  tbe  words  preposed  to 
be  stricken  otit.  He  would  ask,  if  these  offences 
could  be  tried  in  the  «ame  maDo'er  without  ibjs 
provision,  whether  the  bill  would  not  be  better 
Without  It?  If  such  a  provision  were  now  xe- 
q^nired,  it  would  go  a  great  way  tg  prove  all  the 
similar  practice  heretofore  adopted  illegal.  For 
these  reasons  he  was  wilUog  to  strike  it  out. 

Mr.  flFPES  said  he  believed,  from  several  of  the 
arguments  used,  he  had  not  been  correctly  under- 
BlDod.  He  bad  not  said  that  tbe  cpmmencemeQt 
of  sucb  au  act  as  murder  coulii  not  be  ffivenin 
evidence.  But  was  suchacrimediviBiblef  What, 
on  the  contrary,  were  the  acts  specified  in  tbebill^ 
Th^  were  the  beginning  or  setting  on  footer 
|»ovidiog  or  preparing  the  means  for  a  military 
expbditiou.  These  might  be  divided.  For  in- 
stance, take  one  of  them;  suppose  a. military  ex- 
pedition set  on  (bot  in  Maryland— the^prepaiations 
for  carrying  it  on  made  io  Delaware,  and.  the  at- 
tack made  In  Pennsylvania.  Here  were  three 
acts;  and  if  a  man  {s  indiQted  for  one  of  them  in 
Pennsylvania,  I  sarbe  cannot  be  indicied  for  the 
same  offence  in  Delaware  or  Maryland,  hecause 
they,  are  distinct  offences,  and  the  Constitution 
■ays  a  man  shall  not  be  subject  for  the  same  of- 
fence to  be  twice  put  in  jeopardy  of  life  Or  limb. 
I  ask  then,  whether,  if  a  crime  be  committed  in 
Pennsylvania,  tbe  giving  in  evidence  an  act  com- 
mitted in  Maryland  would  not  be  a  violation  of 
thej)lain  principles  of  the  Constitution  ? 

Take  an  offence  as  a  whole,  one-sixteenth  part 
of  which  is  committed  in  one  place,  and  fifteen- 
six  teeothsio  another,  all  of  wh\ch  are  required  to 
eonaiitute  it.  I  ask  gentlemen  whether  ibey  mean 
Io  introduce  the  doctrine  of  crimes  made  up  of 
ftactional  parts,  or  whether  thev  are  in  favor  of 
estahlishirig  a  principle  under  waich  the  fwriy  in- 
power  may  bunt  up  circumstances  committed  in 


this  State  and  in  that  Slate,  neither  of  which  in  It- 
self wouldconstituieacrime?  This  is  the  first  time 
lever  heard  of  the  doctrine  of  the  fraciional  parts 
ofacrime;  by  which  a  mag,  who,  although  he  has 
committed  no  crime  in  any  one  Slate,  yet,  by 
adding  together  the  fractional  parts  committed  in 
this  State,. and  the  fractional  parts  committed  in 
that  State,  may  be  convicted  and  punished. 

Mr,  HAaTiKoe  spoke  io  favor  of  ihe  timendment. 

Mr.  A  LEX  AirnBR  was  opposed  to  striktngout  these 
words,  as  be  feared  without  them  tbe  bill  would 
be  perteiitly  nugatory.  It  might,  perhaps,  be  safe 
to  say  that  the  courts  had  the  power  assigned  them 
by  tbe  section  ;  but  Ihe  prorhion  seemed  neces- 
sary to  put  the  point  beyond  question.  The  reason- 
ing of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (M^  Epfbb) 
went  to  prove  that  tbe  acts  ehumeraied  in  the  bill 
consisted  of  several  things,  from  tbe  combination 
of  vhieh  the  crime  was  constituted.  He  would 
ask  4rhe(ber,'on  a  iriiri  of  eay'crime  whatever,  it 
was  not  usual  to  receive  everything  constituting 
the  offence,  provided  jurisdiction  over  it  was  sivea 
to  the  tribunal  before  which  trial  was  bad  7  In 
Stat^prosecutioas,  if  iheoffenet  was  begun  in  one 
Gounfy  and  consummated  in  another,  it  was  com- 

Eetent  to  the  court  to  try  an.  individual  wherever 
e  was  arrested.  If  a  man  should  take  a  horse 
from  Tennessee  to -North  Carolina,  it  was  ques- 
tionable whether  he  could  be  arrested  and  tried  in 
North  Carolina;  becsagse. in  every  such  offence 
we  Goid  the  charges  in  the  indictment  coasisi  in 
siealiog and CBir^ing away  ;  end  notwithstanding 
what  tMd  been  observed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  Mr.  A.  said,  he  recollected  a  case  in 
wttich  a  man,  who  had  taken  a  horse  from  Ten- 
nessee to  North  Carolina,  had  got  clear  on-  tbn 
ground.  Mr.  A.  however,  said,  that  the  making  . 
the  law  clear  on  this  point  was  a  sufficient  reason 
for  theseclioo.    If  .(be -doctrine  contended  for  by 

Seiulemen  obtained,  it  would  be  impossible  for 
lese  offences  to  be  punished  at.  all.  Suppose  a 
combinati9n  should  lake  place  in  Virginia)  and  in 
Pennsylvania  tha  means  should  be  prepared  for 
effecting  it..  The  ofieWce  would  be  punishable  in 
neither  Slate.  The  mere  bringing  was  an  inno- 
cent act.  It  was,  therefore,  necessary  to  prove  tbe 
iatention  with  which  they  were  brought.  Wonid 
""'  this  evidence  be  uceived  ?    If  not,  the  culprit 


would  Ko  clear  altogether. 
Mr.  HoLL^sHD  said  he  wi 


lhd  said  he  was  in  favorof  striking 
out  these  words  on  two  gronndsj  because  the  first 
of  tbeni  was  unoeoessarv,  as  ihe  Constitiition  had 
provided  that  offences  shail  be  tried  in  .the  Sutes 
where  they  are  committed  ;  and  because  tbe  sec- 
ond part  was  in  bis  opinion  altogether  improper, 
inasmuch  as  ii  was  unconstitutional.  The  acts 
provided  for  in  tbe  first  section  were  entire  acts, 
and  contd  be  pujiished  wherever  they  were  com- 
mitted. Offences  jwere,  from  their  nalnre,  .niK 
diyisible.     ' 

Mr.  O.  W.  Campbell  observed  that  it  wms  ob- 
jected, by  the  gentleman  from  VirBinia,  that  thii 
section  went  to  divide  crimes  into Traoiions.  Mr. 
C.  said  he  wasbimself  of  opinion  that  no  plan  cotild 
be  mentioned  ibai  did  not  consist  of  cw^in  iogro- 
dienu;  andlbat,fraq)theBai)iieoftiui)gs,oneact 
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eodkt  not  eoiulitute  a  eiime.  TheKetof  ahooling 
%  CDD,  wbich  bad  been  mliuded  to,  vu  io  itieil'  no 
cnme  withtutt «  crimioal  iateni.  All  ciimei  coa- 
•iaied  of  a  coogregauoa  of  act*,  whiek  vent  to 
thoir  th«  iDtcDt  of  the  indivuluBl  comnfUling 
tbem.  This  was  the  &tst  lime  that  be  bad  ever 
beard  ttdoeuineeipouMd  uadet  wbick  ft  eulptil 
could,  br  addran  BCKeo  binwelf  from  puniEiime&t. 
All  that  would  be  Dccwnr;  far  bim  to  do,  -mxM 
be  10 begin  Ibe  eotaninitM  etmo  ofieoc*  i^ one 
State  aid  oomnit-a  pait  c^it  in  kootbei.  Wbai 
ny  gattimMa  lo  ihii?  Wbr  ibat  iban  is  ao 
■Kb  tbiog  ■■  ftatfioDMl  crimes  1  Allitp^h  ibe 
crime  it  made  ap  of  tba  acts  commtciod  ia  aercnt^ 
State^yoa  abtu  oBlfpanub  tbc  perpetrator  is 
«Kb  Buto-for  ibe  acte  donein  tb&  Slate.  Thii 
is  a  dangeroti*  principle,  mneb  mor*  dugeroua 
than  the  priB«ii^e  proposed  lo  be  adopted.    t£  ihix 

Cin^lple  be  torveet  a  man  ntaf  laugb  at-youi 
H^  Break  tbmn  at  plcaatu*,  and  so  maiug^  by 
remoTiag  from  one  .dicitictm  another,  thu  yon 
eanDot  reach  bim. 

Mr.  FiBE  boped  the  words  Toold.  be  ■ttidceo ' 
out.  H«  eonsideaed  tbem  not  qnly  ludees,  but 
worn  tfaan  nteleu.  In  one  respect  tbey  were  nn- 
eODStitutiouBl,  and  in  anotbeT  resect  tbey  rendered 
that  doublffll,  which  wa>  .pre* loubly  clear.  He 
nid  be  neTer  before  bad  heard  that  crimeii  eon- 
■isted  of  fractional  parts.  He  did  undecMand  that 
the  evidenoeof -the  existence  pf  crime*  uigbt  t)e 
drawn  fVom  different  souccu ;  but  not  that  the 
etimes  themselves  consisted  of  diHerent  fractions. 

Mr.  Eppbs  said  that  on  examiniDg  the  first  part 
of  the  seeciou  be  thonght  it  equally  esceptieneble 
with  tbe  lasL  His  wish-  was,  therefbrs,  to  strike 
out  the  whole  section.  Bat,  ashseould  ooteflect 
this  purpose  in  ooDuoittee,  ait  oettain  words  bad 
been  insetted  which  it  was  not  in  oider  lo  more 
to nribe  out,  he  wanld  wilbdtBW  bismotioo  ;  and 
move  in  the  House  that  tin  whole  aeclion  be  atrick- 
en  out. 

Tbe  Coramitteetheii' rose  and  r^ortad  the  bill, 
and  tbe  House  adjourned. 


MovpAT,  January  13. 

Tbe  SrauHB  Uid  befoto  tbe  Hoqae  a  lettai 
&9m  AB^ostBS  B.  Woodwarland  otbers^nppointed 
•  committee  by  a  ConMntioD  at  the  tnhafeitaBie 
of  tbe  Tetiiioiy  of  HidiigUr  bdd  at  Deirail,  on 
tb«  tweniT-eercBtb  of  Novembes,  one  (bonsand 
eight  hundred  and  six,  mnemitting  an  autbenii- 
oUed  copy  of  the  proeeedingB  of  tbe  said  Goa- 
Teniioa;  wbieb  we fe  read,  «nd  rcftTrtd  to  lb. 
Jbiehiab  Mobbow,  Mr.  Qbbwi,  Mr.  BLLiDY.Ur. 
Tbomab  W.  Thampbon,  and'Ut.  Pstur- R. 
Tbohpboh  ;  to  examtBc  and  ,i«p«st  tbe'ir  opinion 
tbeienpon  to  the  Honse.  ' 

Mr.  Dawbon,  from'  tbe  eomnittee  appointed 
on  the  (hirtietb  ultimo,  prMeued  a  bill  to  ineoc 
ponite  a  company  fht  on^ns  a  tampihe  road 
Rem  tbe  went  omI  of  Ua^ntt'a  Caiseway  to  AIel> 
aadria ;  which  was  read  twice  and  commitled  to 
a  ConMRittea  of  the  Wbole  ou  Munday  next. 

Mr.  Bably,  from  theGiHnmitleeof  CkHamsrca 
and  Maauf«etMrcs,preeBMedabiU  lojtBDBXsei- 
9th  Cos.  Sd  SjESB.— 10 


lain  shore*  and  water*  to  the  district  of  Miesie- 
sippi ;  which  was  rsttd  twice  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Moodey  next. 

Mr.  Bablt,  froin  the  same  committee,  presented 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Bdmood  Briggs  ;  whieb 
was  twice  read  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
Ibe  Whole  on  Monday  nezL 

Mr.  Bablt,  from  (he  seiae  committee,  present 
ed  a  bill  aMhorlziux  tbe  itsuins  of  debeuturqs  in 
cetlain  casea;  which  wms  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  tbe  Whole  on  Monday 

Mr.  Lattimobb.  from*  tbe  committee  appoint- 
ed on  the  ninth  ultimo,  presented  a  bHl  atwuni- 
ziog  a  gi^at  of  land  for  the  use  of  a  Jiospital  at 
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iog  the  right  of  sufftage  thnein ;  whlch.waa  read 
twice  and  committed  -to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on.Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  Vabnum  prestnted  lo'the  House  a  lepte- 
sentalion  of  "WiUiam  Htdl,  Oorernor  of  tbe  Th< 
ritory  of  Mioh^o,  which  was  receired  and  read, 
stilting  that,  during  the  last  Winierj  hostile  indi- 
eitione  appeared  on  the  part  of  difierent  nations 
of  Indians  against  the  eetdements  within  the  eaid 
Tetritoiy,  wbicb  rendered  it  necessary  to  bibIh 
defepsire  preparatioikB  foribar  safety  and  ptolee- 
tion,  and  that,  m  so  doing,  Tery_  considerable  ex- 
penees  were  ioenrred,  and  preying  that  an  appro- 
psialion  may  be  made  to  defray  tbe  same. — RmIn- 
red  to  Mr.  Vixvvis,  Mr.  M*rrBs«  Gi^AY,  and 
Mr.  Rbba^  of  Tennessee;,  to  examine  abd  report 
their  o^nion  thereupon  to  the  Hoose.  < 

Mr.  K.  N«idON,  from  tbe  committee  appointed 
OB  so  much  of  tbe  President's  Heftsaee  as  related 
to  fortificalioiiB,  dtc,  reported  tbe  foltuwing  reso- 
lotions; 

Raehed,  Thai  s  snm  of  money,  not  s^ceeding^— • 
doUsis,  be  ippropiiated  to  enkUe  tbe  President  of  the 
United  Wets*  to  eenee  fbitjAMrtiaBS  to  be  inptofed 
■nd  rqtsired. 

Ketoktd,  That  a  ftmher  roo  of  money,  not  ereeed- 
hg  — —  doUne,  be  ^rpicfttated  to  etiaUe  the  Pieii> 
dent  of  Ibe  United  Btales  to  eense  to  be  built  a  nna^ 
btrofgnnbealSt  net  exeseding—^fcrflia  better  proj- 
tsobenof  oar  peitSi  tainM,endirrmB. 

Referred  to  a  Committee  of  tbe  Whole  on 
Thursday  next,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  wiib  tbe 
BcoompanyJB J  docnments,  tbe  New  ToA  memo- 
rial excepted. 

DtnTES  ON  8AI.T. 

M«.  J^BavDOfcPB  lawed  that  Ibe  HoumnmIm 
ileeif  into  ■  Committ^'et  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
for  "  repealing  the  nets  layinf  datiee  on  eatt,  mat 
'  eonri&nng  m  force  tbe  first  section  «f  an  ae^ 
'  eotided  anaet  faviher  to  protect  tbe  eommeroe 
'  and  setraien  of 'the  United  Slates  against  tbe 
'  Barbary  Powwe." 

Mr.  QuRtoT  moved  to  postpone  the  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  until  Friday  next.  He  said  that 
the  effirat  of  this  repeal  would  ntin  a  great  num- 
ber of  persons  in  Massafbusetts  engeged  in  the 
■■U  nanufaetoie,  ind  cmsh  that  important  ei "  '^ 
lisbneat.    Ha  had  dailf  >  ezpeeted  eommni 
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tioBS  upon  the  subject,  enabling  bira  to  state 
more  fullf  than  he  wna  tbea  able,  ibe  import&oce 
of  tbat  iDiereBt,«pd  to  show  the  iaexptaieaey  of 
the  repeal ;  that  the  bill  aod  documcDt*  were 
only  laid  on  the  table  oa  Friday.  It  was  aa  im- 
poriBDi  national  coDcern;  do  possible  injury  could 
result  from  delay — it  being  uz  weeks  to  the  end 
of  the  session. 

Mr.  J.  Ranoolph  replied  tbat  the  maDufaciur- 
ars  had  notice  enough  the  last  session.  The  sub- 
ject had  iheo  been  defeated.  The  ioleDiion  jof 
tbis  House  was  then  sufficiently  expressed,  Bod' 
that  the  Message  of  the  President  bad  given  am- 
ple notice  to  all  concerned,  to  come  forward,  with 
iny  peiitioDs,  or  send  on  any  informacion.  He 
hoped  the  bill  would  not  be  postponed,  but  that 
the  House  would  immediately  resolve  iiaelf  into 
K  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill. 

Mr.  &OINOT  said,  ihalall  the  eTJdence  resulting 
from  the  coeduct  of  ibeHoDse  the  last  session 
was,  thai  the  tax  would  not  be. repealed,  a>  it  was 
then  negatived.  That  it  was  unprecedented  to 
ent«r  upon  such  a  bill  as  tbis  so  early  in  the  ses- 
sion, espeeia  11  y  if  any  light  was  likely  to  be  ob- 
tained or  postponement.  It  was  desirable  the 
HoDSfl  should  hare  all  the  infornisition  in  the 
case;  and  although,  out  of  regard  to  the  salt 
nutDufactQrers,  the  House  might  not  deem  it  pol- 
itic to  refuse  to  repeal  this  tax)  it  would  at  least 
afibrd  the  persons  interested  some  consolation  to 
know  tbat  the  Honse  had  given  them  an  oppor- 
tUDily  to  offer  all  they  had  to  urge. 

The  question  of  poftpotiement  was  lost— ayes 
33,  noes  65.     - 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill— Mr.  VAaiinM  in 
the  Chair. 

The  first  section  provides  that  all  the  aets  im- 
posing duties  on  salt  shall  be  repealed  after  the 
-—  day  of next. 

At  theinsunceof  Mr.  J,  Rah  no  lph  the  blanks 
were  filled  with  the  first  of  July. 

The  second  section  repeal*  several  aets  hereto- 
fore Kranling  bounties  on,  and  allowances  for,  the 
beoeoi  of  the  fisheries. 

The  third  section  con tinoM  the  ad  vtUorem  du- 
ties, which  constrtate  what  is  called  the  Meditei- 
nnean  fand,  till  the  end  of  the  next  seniQii  of 
Coogren. 

Hr  Qdihcy  moved  to  strike  out,  and  insert 
as  to  make  th#  section  read: 

"  That,  from  and  after  Iha  first  dsj  of  July  next, 
moeh  of  any  act  as  lays  i  doty  on  Imported  salt,  bo- 
ne*, ■oochoiif,  and  other  blaA  teas,  browa  so^sr  sad 
eofte.be.endbereby  the  seme  are,  repealed,  end  that, 
nam  aod  aftei  the  said  £tst  day  of  Jaly  next,  timet 
duU  be  levied,  eoUsctmi,  snd  pud  on  aaoh  of  said  sr. 

tides  the  SoUiimiat  duties,  vbi  on  salt cents  per 

bo^isl,  on  bohse  lee Mnts  per  pound,  on  aon- 

ehong,  and  other  black  teas cents  psr  pound,  od 

btown  BO^sir  —  cents  per  pound,  and  on  oodee  — — 
oenta  per  pound." 

He  said  if  the  tnotion  were  adopted  be  should 
more  to  fill  the  bUaks  »o  a*  to  eSiwt  a  icdnotroo 
on  salt  eight  aenu  per  bushel,  on  bohea  end  other 
tcu^  six  eenu  per  poaoiF;  on  bttnra  angu,  lulf  a 


cent,  and  on  coffee  one  cent  per  pound.  The 
amount  of  this  reduction  would  about  eqaal  the 
am'ount  of  taxes,  which,  aecordiog  to  the  Presi- 
dent's Message,  might  be  spared. 

Considering  the  deep  injury  which  would  be 
done  by. a  toiel  abolition  of  the  salt  tax  to  a  cer- 
tain portion  of  the  citizens  of  Masse chuselta,  he 
felt  it  his  doty  to  submit  io  the  House  to  consider 
whether  the  same  relief  might  not  be  effected  to 
the  people  io'anolber  wn^,  and  instead  of  a  total 
repealof  the  salt  tax,  which  would  ruin  theman- 
nfaotarers^  to  adopt  a  psrtial  repeal  on  tfaatarttde, 
and  equalise  the  reduction  on  other  nrlieles  of 
the  first  necessity.  IT  fay  this  means  the  eaeour- 
agenaeot  to  the  manQfaciurers  might  be  retained, 
and'  an  equal  beoefii  result  to.  the  people,  he 
thought  it  ,was  8  great  national  object.  Bk  leav- 
ing the  salt  tax  at  twelve  cents,  which  ne  pro- 
posed, the  manufacturers  would  be  saved  ^nnd 
the  proposed  reduction  en  the  remaioing  articles 
would  amply  compeniate  the  people  for  theLreu- 
due  left  upon  salt  The  article*  he  had  stated  to 
be  reduced  were  the  lower  species  of  tea,  cofie^ 
and  brown  sugar,  all  of  them  articles  of  the  first 
necessity — necessaries  of  life  to  the  poor  and  la- 
boring classes,  particularly  in  the  cities.  This 
circumstance  had  a  great  weight  with  him,  in 
addition  to  the  consideration  from  the  encourage- 
ment of  the  salt  manufacture,  A  total  abolition 
.of  the  duty -on  salt  would  have  the  effect  of  giv- 
ing the  chief  portion  of  relief  to  the  interior,  to 
the  South,  and  West,  and  compArauveJy  very 
.  little  to  the-seaboard.  It  wee  a  principle  of  wise 
legislation,  that  when  you  lay  taxes,  equalise  the 
burden,  i  suppose  the  converse  is  also  true,  when 
you  take  off  ^axea^  equalise  the  benefit.  It  is  an 
unquestionable  fiict,  thai  this  salt  lax  bears  peco- 
liarly  hard  upon  the  Southern  ud  Western 
Btalesj  not  only  is  this  evident  from  their  anx- 
iety to  get  it  repealed,  bnt  also  from  (he  known 
state  of  things.'  They  have  cattle  as  well  a*  we, 
and  bemdes  they  have  slaves.  This  tax  is  to 
them,  therefore,  all  the  difference  of  the  con- 
sumption of  their  slaves.  This  fact  was  so  strong, 
that  at  the  time  of  the  first  imposition  of  the  salt 
tax,  the  argument  priudipally  relied  upon  against 
it  was  this  inequality.  The  answer  to  this  (^ 
jectioo,  as  it  was  arged  by  the  advocates  of  the 
tax,  particularly  by  Mr.  Madison,  the  present 
Secretary  of  State,  is  remarkable.  They  admit 
the  inequality, .but  urge  that  "considered  *s  pan 
of  a  system  the  equilibrium  is  restored  when  you" 
{(he  Western  States)  "  find  this  almost  the  only 
tax  you  have  to  pay."  It  is  impossible  that  the 
interior  of  any  part  of  the  Uuited  Sutes  enn 
eonsnme  anything  near  the  proportion,  compared 
with  their  numbecs,  .(»f  the  inferior  («••,  brown 
sugars,  and  cofiee.  as  are  consumed  on  the  sea- 
board. Theee  make  a  most  important  and  capi- 
tal article  of  the  expenditure  of  Uborers,  artisan^ 
and  poor  of  the  cities,  supplying  the  place  of 
milk,  and  the  products  of  the  dairy,  which  sup- 
port the  same  daoes  in  the  interior.     The  sail 


original  impooiuon  of  duties,  articles  were 
•0  MlaetM  as  to  eqaaUaa  the  tax  upon  the  oon- 
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mtoptioo,  to  that  all  couaumera  might  be  equally 
burdeoed,  iu  lakiaff  off  the'  taxes  we  ought  to 
take  care  "  oot  to  SeaUoj  the  equilibriurn  of  th^ 
system."  So  to  arraage  the  ledactioo,  |b»i  all 
maf  sbsK  the  advania^  of  the  relief.  Thetaz 
upon  aalt.  is  indeed  a  tax  opon  a  aeceuary  of 
lite  ;  but  is  of  all  thpte  species  of  tax  the  easi^t 
to  be  borne.  First,  becaoK  it  is  coDiuiaed  a  tittle 
by  all,  and  can  not,  as  a  nteettary,  be  conautoed  a 
^eat  deal  by  aay.  Next,  because  its  cost  abroad 
urery  trifling,  and  .tb«  iQerease  in  the  price,  by 
tlie  tax,  caQDot  matenally  be  felL  Next,  the  con- 
Himption  isfrradnaraDd  imperceptible,  and  so  the 
tax  IS  gradually  paid.  So  far  as  salt  u  eatea  by 
cattle  and  by  slaves,  it  is  a  tax  Dpon  property. 
And  really,  sir,  I  do  not  believe  that  a  tax  upon 
properly  is  the  first  tax  to  be  loially  repealed. 
Dmenant^  and  other  writers  upon  this  subject, 
estimate  the  consumption  of  Engtand  to  be  an- 
auBlly  half  a  bushel  a  person,  and  the  amouoi  of 
this  article  imported  into  the  United  Slates,  com; 
pared  with  the  pepalatioo,  frill  show  that  is  the 
average  amount  of  consuinptioQ  here.  Bu^jpo- 
aiog  this  to  be  correct,  and  it  cannot  be  material' 
ly  erroneous,  then  the  ^it  tak.  is  a  tax  u^n  the 
pool  of  ten  cents  annually.  But  what  is  ii  upon 
the  rich  1  The  farmer  with  an  hundred  head  of' 
cattle,  and  the.  planter  with  a  liundred  slaves, 
each  of  which  also  eonsu me  half  a  bushel  of  salt, 
aunnatfy,  pays  ten  dollars  of  this  tax.  And  will 
any  naan  pretend  that  farmers  and  planters,  who 
are  able  to  keep  this  stock  in  cattle  or  slaves,  are 
the  first  to  experience  the  charity  of  the  nation  si 
reduction?  As  far  as  the  tfu  operates  on  the  in- 
leimediate  class  of  fanners  and  planters,  it  oper- 
ates in  proportion  to  the  slock  tbey  keep.  A  poor 
iaimer.  With  a  single  cow,  pays  teU  cents,  and  so 
in  proportion  to  the  cattle  he  ownsj  iu  other 
irorda.  rn  proportion  to  his  riches.  I  do  notion- 
tend  ibst  relief  should  not  be  extended  to  farmers 
and  planters  by  arednction  on  this  article;  all  I 
nutintain  is,  that  it  shall  oot  eiclusivcly  beg'ranl- 
ed.  lict  us  leave  a  share  of  the  benefit  on  the 
seaboard.  The  tax  upon  the  poor  of  the  cities, 
on  th«  atticlea  I  have-  proposed  to  insert,  is  as 
har4  *s  the  tax  upon  salt  is  on  the  ioterioi.'  Do 
not  take  leu  dolho  from  their  annual  tax,  and 
only  ten  cents  from  ours,  but  so  modify  vour 
measures  that  we  may  have  a  little  more  of  the 
reduotioD,  and  iher  a  little  less.  .When  I  eonsider 
thai  tbis  plan  wul  not  only  be  more  equal,  but 
will,  by  leaving  twelve  oents  tax  upon  salt,  pre- 
serve to  the  country  a  most  iinpoitaut  manufac- 
tnre,  I  cannot  hot  hope  it  mhy  jeceive  the  sane- 
tioa  of  this  House. 

Mr.  J.  Clat.— The  geptleman  from  Massachu- 
*etu  has  observed  that  tea,  coffee,  dtc^  have  be- 
come necessaries jof  life.  This  is  true.  But  by 
the  doty  on  coffee,  a  large  sum  is  saved  from  the 
an^allness  of  the  drawback  allowed  in  case  of  ex- 
portation. Tbis  sum  amounts  lo  about  (75,000 
anoually,  but  if  yon  diminish  the  duly  oacoffee, 
jroo  proportion  ably  lessen  the  sum  thus  saved.to 
the  revenue.  Little  salt  is  re-exported ;  you  will 
not,  iherefore,  anfier  in  thift  way  from  a  repeal  of 
the  duty  apon  that  article. 


The  duties  on  salt-are  now  equivalent  to  a  poll- 
tax  of  t^n  ceaiB.for  each  person.  But  the  great 
evil  of  the  tax  is,  that  it  raise?  the  price  in  the 
interidr  of  the  coaairy,  vhere.  the  article  is  man- 
ulacillred.  In  the  weatero  parts  of  Vtrgioiaand 
in  Kentucky,  it  is  three  dollars  a  bushel.  This 
is  cerlsioly  too  hish.  But  the  duties  on  bohea 
tea  are  so  smalt  (13  to  17  ceats  a  pound)  that  I 
can  hardly  believe  the  gentleman  serious  in  hii 
propositioB.  To  bring  forward  an  ameudmeotso 
overhead-nnd-ears  into  the  bill,  seems  as  if  it  re- 
sulted more  from  looking  after  popularity,  than  a 
belief  that  the  praposition  would  be  adopted  by  the 

Mr.  Elliot  wished  to  be  indulged  while  he 
took  a-  rapid  and  general  view  of  the  history  of 
taxes  ou  salt.  They  originated  in-  the  Roman 
Republic,  which  did  not  well  understand  the 
principles  of  commerce.  They  had  a  powerfbl 
agency  iu  promoting  the.Freooh  Revolution. 
The  geodemaa,  (Mr.  Qjjimot,)  the  Ust  session 
told  IU,  with  an  eloquence  not  every  day  wit- 
nessed la  this  House,  that '^  large  proportion  of 
the  people  of  the  Eastern  States  lived^upon  tba 
water,  and  came  on  shore  only  once  or  twice  a 
veer.  Hence,  tbey  will  be  particularly  beneSltad 
by  a  repeal  of  the  duty,  for  seamen  are  almost 
eattrely  subsistad  on  salted  provisions. .  The  Brit- 
ish writers  say  that  the  ouiy  on  salt  has  been 
very  injujdous  lo  the  fisheries  in  that  country, 
and  the  same  effect  must  be  produced  here.  The 
repeal  of  no  tax  will  so  generally  relieve  the  peo- 
ple as  this.  When  that  is  done,  it  may  be  proper 
to  consider  whether  any  other  taxes  can  be  oia- 
pensed  with. 

Mr.  J.  RiifooLPH. — I  conceive  that  the  prop9- 
aiiion  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  is 
brought  forward  in  order  to  avoid  the  lessening  of 
any  tax  whataver.  He  vtU  excuse  me, for  this 
deelaraliOn,  but  I  infer  it  from  what  the  gentle- 
man  himself  said  on  the  question  of  postponing 
the  bill.  He  iof«rmed  the  House  that  it  was  the 
general  bdief,  in  that  quarter  of  the  country  front 
wliich- he  cornea,  that  all  the  present  taxes  wera 
wanted  by  the  Government.. 

The  geotkman  perceives  that  the  repeal  of 
these  duties  isa favorite fneasute  of  the  majority 
of  this  House,  and  not  being  able  to  meet  the 
subject  fairly  he  tries  to  elud«-it.  Sir.  this  is  no 
new  expedient.  Six  years  ego,  on  the  question 
of  repealing  the  internal  taxes,  an  attempt  was 
made  to  elUde  th^  object  by  a  proposed  repeal  of' 
the  duties  on  sugar,  salt,  bohea  tea,  and  molasses. 
There  is  now  an  attempt  lo  play  the  nme  game 

The  question  ties  in  a  very  narrow  compass. 
It  is  a  simple  question  of  finance.  Can  you  do 
without  the  duly  of  0500,000  %  If  yoU  can,  it  is 
lo  me  self'^vident  that  salt  is  the  article  to  be  re- 
lieved, I  state  the  very  reotou  in  favor  of  the 
repeal  which  Ibe  gentleman  urges  against  it — 
locality.  The  taxes  operate  locally,  and  ought 
for  that  reason  to  be  uken  ofL  Suppose  there 
were  aa  article  of  great  use  in  the  Easiero  Siate^ 
and  not  used  elsewhere-*a  neoessary  of  life — and 
taxed  higher  than  any  other  object  of  tazatfam. 
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The  gentleman  woald  My  Uike  it  off,  beeanie  the 
btirden  o oera lei  locally .  .But  »n  he  point  oill  in 
your  book  of  rates  an  article  ao  bighly  charged  as 
mIi — an  arncle,  nota  superflaity,  but  aneceuar)' 
of  life  1  The  lax  falls  hard  on  certain  classes, 
and  alao  on  certain  diatriela,  at  a  dbtance  from 
Iba  wa,  where  the  expense  of  ttanspoiutioa  is 
QonNderable.  Salt,  iron,  coarse  woollena,  and 
linens,  are  the  great  necessaries  of  life. 

I  hare  another Veason.  I  want  to  see  tkeeom- 
mencement  of  a  general  TepealiDgayctem  of  foor 
taxn.  No  man  is  more  an  adrocate  for  th« 
■peedy  reduction  of  the  national  debt  than  I  am,' 
but  I  wish  the  reduction  of  the  debt,  and  the  re- 
peal of  the  ta^es,  to  ao  on  together.  I  hope  to 
•ee  the  time  when  alf  the  taxes  of  the  OeDeral 
GoverBTnent  shall  be  repealed,  excepi  a  small  ad 
Talorem  duty  of  &yt  per  cent. 

Heean.  Smilic,  Biuwell,  and  Fihdlit,  sjioke 
against  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Bloan.— I  dp  not  rise  to  take  op  the  time 
of  the  Hoase,  but  to  express  briefly  my  sorrow 
that  «o  much  time  has  beett  ■Iready  taken  up. 
The  gentleman  (Mr.  Qaimot)  witl  paidoo  my 
plain  mode  of  reasoning,  but  to  lAy  mind  there 
oannot  be  any  objection  at  all  on  the  subjecl,  and 
I  wonder  that  there  should  ev«n  be  any  doabls' 
npOD  the  case.  I  coofest,  however,  there  is  one 
ctrcumsiance  I  hare  a  feeling  for.  i  understand 
there  are  many  factors  of  aalt  who  bare  laid  out 
great  sums  in  making  salt  works.  If  the  gentle- 
taan  will  brin^  forward  any  [dan  for  their  assist- 
ance, as  granting  a  bounty  ok  the  like,  1  shall  be 
willing  logo  his  paee. 

Mr.  Qn  I  NOT  .—Gentlemen  are  not  content  with 
replpng  to  my  arguments;  Ihey  impeach  my 
motives.  The  gaiileman  fiom  PeDnBytrania 
(Mr.  GLaT)sBys,  my  "object  is  popularity."  Thai 
gendemao  does  not  know  the  relattMi  in  which  1 
•(and.  The  great  maw  of  salt  manufacturers 
arenol  residenii  in  my  election  districi.  And  if 
they  were,  I  eannot  see  that  it  is  a  rCTison  against 
pcopoting  a  wiae  meaanre  that  it  may  possibly  be 
grateful  to  the  people.  .  The  gentleiiian  tram  Vir- 
ginia (Mr.J.RiiHBOLPiO**ys,"itistheoldgame 
played  at  the  repeal  of  the  unemal  taxes,  and 
that  the  object  is  to  ptennt  any  repeal."  Is  this 
a  fair  BOggestioo.  when  my  syttem  is  expretsly 
fimnded  upon  affordinp  the  same  amouni  of  re* 
Uef,  and  my  on)y  difference  at  present  is,  as  to 
the  mode  in  which  it  ahall  be  disbibuted  among 
dte  peo^eT  I  will  explain  to  thoM  gentlemen 
my  real  motiTes.  Ittnu  to  bring  on  a  discus- 
•ion.  1  saw  this  House  ^iag  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole  and  out  of  it,  withe  haste  that  was, 
eonsiderinj  the  imponanee  of  the  consequeaces 
to  the  nation  and  indifiduals,  nhexampleil.  A 
great  and  growing  manufacture  was  about  to  be 
crushed,  and  no  one  seemed  to  lake  any  concern 
for  it.  No  man  opened  his  lips  in  its  support.  In 
this  state  of  things,  I  felt  it  my  duty  lo  propoae 
a  plan  which  would  sare  the  mannlacturer,  and 
yet  not  counteract  the  strong  current  which  is 
eettiog  in  this  House  towards  repealingof  taxes. 

As  to  the  objection  made  by  the  gentleman 
firam  PenaayWai>ia  (Mr.  Clat)  from  the  dnw- 


back'on  coffee,  there  may  be  some  force  in  it  so 
far  as  respects  that  article ;  but  that  is  not  mate- 
rial ;  if  the  House  agree  to  the  genetml  principle, 
the  details  may  easily  be  arranged. 

As  to  the  objeeiioD  of  the  gentleman  from  Ver- 
mont, (Mr.  Elliot^)  that,  by  repeating  the  tax 
partially  on  salt,  we  lose  the  bounty  to  ine  fiisher- 
men,  I  do  not  see  how  that  applies.  The  boonty 
: ,(g  [jg  Tepealed  by  this  act.    If  a  partial 


sfaonld  be  imposed,  nnqnestionably  a  propor* 

lable  bounty  would  be  granted.    If  I  did  not 

know  that  the  interests  of  the  fisheries  would 


rei^ht  upon  this  floor,  I  woald  nree  that 
gainst  the  total  repeal  of  the  salt  tax. 


hare  no  wei^ 
interest  against  t 

The  present  rate  of  bounty  is  nnquestionablT 
somewhat  beyond  the  amount  of  sail  exporteo. 
It  is  only  a  little  excess,  but  that  little  is  an  en- 
couragement. Were  I  not  assifred  that  an  argu- 
ment of  this  kiqd  would  be  more  than  neelesB,  I 
woald  urge  the  interest  of  the  fisheries  further 
in  detail. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  J.  Raw* 
oolpb)  admits  the  partial  operation  of  the  salt 
tax,  and  says  it  is  a  reason  for  the  repeal.  It  ihar 
be  a  local  reason,  bat  is  it  a  national  one?  If 
your  present  system  be  so  constrDcted  as  to  make 
the  great  consulnption  of  one  article  in  one  part 
of  the  country^,  balance  the  great  coasumption  of 
other  articles  in  another  part  of  the  country,  is 
not  a  policy  which  takes  the  whole  tax  from  one, 
and  nothing  at  all  from  the  other,  as  unwise  as  it 
is  partial  1 

But  I  wiH  not  detain  the  Committee  on  m.  sub- 
ject which  I  perceive  is  irksome.  I  will  only 
ask,  are  you  quite  certain  that  by  a  total  abvtilioa 
of  the  salt  tax,  you  effect  all  the  relief  to  th«  peo- 
ple you  CDntemplated  T  Experience  has  shown 
'what  the  article  will  bear  in  this  country.  Sup- 
pose Oreat  Britain  should  dwm  this  a  farorable 
moment  to  lay  a  tax  npon  the  export  1  Are  gen- 
tlemen quite  certain  it  will  not  happen  7  It  will 
be  recollected  that  two-thirds  of  our  whole  im- 
port of  salt  is  from  her  dominions;  that  this  arti- 
cle is  not  like  others,  the  direct  object  of  com- 
merce, generally,  but  only  taken  fVom  neceesity, 
either  as  ballast  or  for  want  of  a  reinm  cargo. 
An  export  doty  might  not  operate,  possibly-j  to 
turn  the  merchants  to  other  ports  for  the  article. 
It  maf  be  found  that  they  bad  better  pay  the  datf 
in  their  porta  than  to  go  elsewhere.  Are  gentle- 
men prepared  with  any  argument  to  show  this 
cannot  be  the  policy  of  Oreat  Britain  t  and  if  it 
be,  a  Tery  small  duty  in  Enrope  would  soon,  bf 
the  ship  and  merchant  charges,  equal  the  pn^ 
posed  amount  of  twelve  cents  on  the  i;onsumer 
m  America. ' 

Mr.  J.  Haitoolph  called  for  a  division  of  the 
question.  The  queaiion  was  accordingly  put,  m 
striking  out  of  the  hill  so  much  as  repeals  the 
whole  of  the  duty  on  salt,  for  the  purpose  of  snb- 
stituting  a  partial  repeal  of  the  dnty  on  salt,  ton- 
chong.and  other  black  teas,  and  coffee,  and  a  total 
repealof  theduty  on  bohea  tea — ayes?.  So  the 
qURStiOn  was  lost. 

Tbe  Committee  rose,  and  reported  the  bill  with 
amendments. 
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Mr.DAiiA  cMlled  for  the  leading  of  the  leport 
of  ihfl  Svereiary  of  the  Treatary,to  Mccrlaio  the 
mmenat  of  the  MedlierraneiD  fund,  in  order  that 
it  might  be  known  how  mneh  ih«  people  were 
RlicTttd  by  the  bill  before  the  Houae. 

The  report  being  tead,  it  appeared  that  the  du- 
des repealed  br  the  bill,  amoaated  to  $500,000. 
and  the  duties  imposed  amounled  to  $1,000,000. 
.  Mr.  Dama  obserred  that  he  ihoaJd  like  to  know 
wbjr  tbe  3d  seetion,  which  imposes  the  additional 
ad  ralorein  dnltea^  t*  re»iaed7  The  duties  were 
continued  the  last  yefur  in  consequence  ef  an  inti- 
naiioa  fron  the  Prmident  that  some  meiMcea  had 
been  thiowit  out  bf  the  Tunisian  Ambassador,  or 
same  demand  of  tribnie  taade,  or  something  of 
that  sorC  It  is  not  ffietended  that  tfaeseaddriianal 
duties  are  wanted  for  the  purposes  of  defence. 
Tiiere  is  no  pietcuctrtbat  ihey  are  wanted  for  the 
estraordiBarr  two  millioas  ^Toted  Last  sessios. 
Mr.  D.  concluded  by  Boring  to  strike  out  the  3d 
eeetioa  of  the  bilL 

There  were  immediately  load  and  reitwated 
calls  for  the  question. 

Mr.  Dama.— The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in 
his  Utter  to  ibe  eoAmittae  who  r^orted  this  bill, 
says  ihat'tbeonLy  object  in  continuing  tfairduty 
is  to  provide  for  the  extraocdinary  two  millioDs; 
Bat  we  know  notkiag  about  aay  dispoaition  of 
monvjrs  undqr  that  giant.  Vfi  hare  not  the  least 
kaowlad^  on  the  suhjeet  If  the  House  are.  in 
trotta  anxMititoTe)iere,tbeburdansof  the  people, 
why  ara  dottes  to  amount  to  91,000,000  a  year 
eoikdnaed  in  lita  of  a  tftz  that  prodncei  only  half 
tbataUBL? 

Mr.  J.  ChAT  bad  onlyooe  obserraticn  to^nake^ 
The  gSBlleKMO,  in  his  estimate,  foigets  tbat  one 
«f  theae  taxes  is  permaneat,  aad  the  other  teio- 
porary. 

Hr.  8ini.ia.— It  wUl  be  well  Moogh  to  read 
^e  PreAdent's.  Message  before  the  rote  is  taken, 
iftbaacrkwUlresdii. 

A  part  of  the  Pieeidenl's  Message  was  read, 
wtiea  the  question  on  striking  oiit  the  3d  seMon, 
whkh  coatinnes  the  addittoml  ad  valorem  dtitiee, 
waa  takea  and  lost— yeas  SI,  nays  104,  as  follows: 

Taii  HHas  Betton,  Junsa  M.  Brooiai  John  Camp- 
fa^  Martbs  Chittanden,  Samnel  W.  Dsaa,  John  Dat- 
•swart,  jon,,  Thaodors-  Dtrigbt,  WaUun  Ely,  Charles 
OaUsbwonsh,  Joseph  Lewis,  junisr,  Henry  W.  tAw- 
rataton,  Isiah  Maaleis,  Joaaihan  O.  H«Mly,  Jetenlah 
Malaon,  TfansAy  Piikia,  Jan.,  Jgstsh  QntaKnr,  Williaa 
atadman,  Lewis  B.  Stnrgea,  Benjamin  Tslhnadga, 
Tbomss  W.  Thompson,  and  KilUan  K.  Tan  Bom- 

NAia — Evan  Alexander,  WilUs  Alston,  jnn.,  Isaac 


8«th  Hsjtings,  William  Helnu,  James  HriUnd,Da*ld 
HolioM,  DsTid  Hongh,  John  G.  Jackun,  WUtcr  Jonca, 
Nsbeinidi  Knight,  Jcd^i  Lambert,  Edwaid  lAoji, 
Matthew- Lyon,  Dnnesn  Murariand,  Pstrick  MaBTn> 
der,  Robert  Maiinn,  WiBism  McCreerj,  Datid  Meil- 
wather.  Themes  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Mar- 
raw,  (hudon  B.  Mnmfbfi),  Roger  Ifalson,  Thee.  New- 
ton, inn.,  Otdeon  Otin,  John  Porter,  John  Pngh,  John 
RanMlph,  Jehu  Bea  of  Pennsjlrijiiai  John  Rhea  of 
Tannesses,  Jaeob  Richsrds,  J<riui  Rmsell,  Petei  Saillj, 
TherasB  Bantmons,  Thomas  Sandfoid,  Martin  O.  Bchu- 
Bsman,  Bbeaeser  SesTer,  James  Blosn,  Oennia  Smelt, 
Jeha  Sndie,  John  Smith,  Bamnel  Siiuth,neor;  Smth- 
a*4,IUcfaard' Stanford,  Joan'    —  -  ■  — 

gait,  eass'lTenney,  DsMT 


Philip  R.  Thomp- 
""  "  "  "ettlanol, 
...  Mauhi 
Wahon,  John  Whitehill,  RoImiI  Whitahill,  fillpha: 
-      -    -    "  -  .      wifiiaa 


Bon,  Uri  Tracy,  Abram  Tiln,  Philip  Van  Car 

'    "    Vamnm,  DanM  C.  Terpland,  Matthew 
.     ^£.^1 . 


Qeorge  M.  Bedinni,  BaL _, 

innior,  Thomas  Bloiml,. Robert  Brown,  John  Boris, 
William  A.  Bnrwell,  Williaa  BdUst,  Qeorge  W; 
Campbell,  Levi  Cssej,  John  Chandlot,  John  Clubccne, 
JoB^i  Clay,  Matthew  Claj,  Prederick  Conrad,  Orch- 
ard Cook,  Leonard  Corington,  Ricbud  Cntt*,  Gira 
Darby,  John  Dawson,  William  Dickson,  Glias  Birle, 
Fetar  Early^ames  EIHot,  Caleb  BUia,  E»>ene>eT  El- 
mar,  John  W.  EppM,  William  Pind(^,  Jamaa  Pi^ 
John  Fowler,  James  M.  OwOelt,  Edwin  Omy,  Andrew 
On*!,  IsmahL.  Oiesa,  SUae  Bdasy,  Jehn  Hamfltoa, 


Wlckes,  Darid    R.  Williama,  Manoaduke  ^ 
Nathan  Wiliams,  Alexander  Wilson,  Joseph  Wins- 
ton, sod  Thomas  WpUM. 

Mr.  N.  Williams  moved  to  strike  out  the  first 
section  of  the  bill,  but  being  informed  by  the 
Speaker  tbat  such  a  motion  wasitot  ia  order  after 
the  House  had  agreed  to  the  amandmeots  in  the 

Mr.  n.  W.  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  word 
"  salt"  in  the  first  seeiian, 

Mr.  3.  Ci.Ar  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
question. 

Mr.  N.  Williams  observed,  that  the  gen tlemait 
had  oa\f  adtieipated  a  motion  which  he  intended 
to  make.  He  wished  an  opportunity  to  record 
his  disapprobation  of  the  tnessure. 

He  had  no  abjection  to  taking  off  this  particu- 
lar duty,  if  any  were  to  be  repealed.  He  could 
not,  however,  agree  to  any  measure  at  the  present 
time,  that  sboiiTd  produce  a  reduction  of  tne  rev- 
enues of  the  Qovemment  CoDsidering  the  dt£- 
cnltiee,  internal  and  externa),  in  which  the  eonn- 
try  seemed  to  be  involved,  and  not  knowing  what 
might  be  the  result,  he  thonght  the  resolution,  at 
leasL  premature. 

Tne  question  on  striking  out  the  word  "salt," 
in  the  first  seciion,  was  taken  and  lost — yeas  12, 
nays  109,  is  fellows: 

Tsis — Iratah  L.  Green,  William  McCreery,  Gor- 
don S.  MnmSml,  Joash  Qaincr,  Joba  RnnsU,  Peter 
MUy,  Thomas  Emmons,  Uri 'ria(7,  Philip  VsnCort- 
Isnt,  Daniel  0.  VerpUnck,  Bliphalet  Wickea,  and  Na- 
-an  WMama. 

Nats— EVBB  Alazhndsr,  Willis  Abton,  jnn.,  baae 
Anderson,  John  Antiec,  Da^  Baid,  Joseph  Baiter, 
oInksb  M.  Bedingw.  Silas  Betton,  Baniabas  Bidwel, 
John  Blaka,  jnn.,  Thomas  Blount,  Jamsa  M.  Broei^ 
Bobett  Brown,  John  Blnl^  WiUiam  A.  BnrweU,  Wit 
ham  Bntler,  Oaenn  W.  Campb«a,  John  Canqrtnll, 
Levi  Cnev,  John  Chandler,  Martin  Chittenden,  John 
Claiboma,  Josenh  Clay,  Matthew  CUy,  Frederick 
Conrad,  Orchard  Cook,  Leonard  Covington,  Bichaid 
Catts,  Samoal  W.  Dana,  Ears  Daiby,  John  Davenpoit, 
jun.,  John  Dawson,  Wm.  Dickson,  llkeodors  Dwu^t. 
Glial  Barle,  Peter  Early,  JaiDee  Elliot,  Cskb  EUlia,  Eb- 
enesai  Ehner,  William  Ely,  John  W.  Eppei,  Williasi 
Findley,  James  Fid,  Jsmea  U.  Gametl,  Chsite 
Ctoldsborongh,  Edwin  Grsy,  Andrew  Oragg,  Klas  Hal- 
BBT,  John  Hamilton,  Beth  Hsstings,  William  Hehni; 
Jaaee  HeUand,  Datid  H<rimsB,  Jsha  O.  Jedcsen,  Waf* 
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ler  Joaea,  Nebemiih  Knigbt,  John  Limbeit,  Beni? 
W.  LivingaloD,  Edward  Lloyd,  Matthew  Ljod,  Dan- 
can  MacParland,  Patrick  Magruder,  Robert  MaiioQ, 
Jonah  Master*,  David  Merinather,  Thomai  Moon, 
Jeremiali  Morrow,  Jobn  Morrow.  JanathaB  O.  Moaeljr, 
J.  Nelaon,  R.  Netaon,  Tbomai  Newton,  jnn.,  G.  Olio, 


Tenneaaee,  Jacob-Ricbaida,  Thomai  Sandford,  Martki' 
G.  Bcboncinaii, EbenauT  SeaTei.Janie*  Sloan, Dennii 
Smelt,  Jabn  Smilie,  Jobn8ioitb,San)Q«lSnutb,  Benr; 
Sonthard,  Ridiard  Stanlbrd,Ji»eph  Stanton,  Wiltiam 
Stedman,  Lewti  B-Sto^et,  Bamnel  Taggart,  Samuel 
Tonne;,  Dariil  TboniM.  Philip  R.  Xhompaon,  Thomaa 
W.  Tbompaon.  Abnm  THgg,  Killian  K.  Van  KeDMa- 
Iser,  Joseph  B.  VarDum,  Matthew  Walton,  John 
Whitehilt,  Robert  WhLtehiU,  David  R.  WiUiama,  Mar- 
niaduke  WilHami,  Alexander  Wilaon,Joaeph  Winilim, 
.  and  Tbomaa  W^oiibi 

Tbe  IhU  wu  thra  re*d,  and  ordered  to  be  «i- 
grossed,  and  read  tbe  third  time  t»-moTTow.  , 

Tdesdat,  Jknnurf  I3. 

Mr.  LEwte,  from  the  committee  appoiated  on 
the  IwetAb  instant, presented  a  bill  to  iDcorpoitele 
tbe  Pro:<ieaIaDi  Episcopal  Church  of  the  town  of 
Alexandria;  which  was  read  twice  and  commit- 
ted to  a  Committer  of  the  Whole  on  Tburai^ay 
nexL 

.   DDTIE8  ON  SALT. 

The  bill  repealing  the  acta  imposing  doiiei  on 
tall  and  for  conliDuiog  the  Meaiierraoean  fund  ' 
was  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Q,DiiacT  moved  to  recoroiuit  the  bill,  for 
the  purpose  of  sinking  out  "  the  .first  of  Jolv,"  . 
and  inserting  "  the  first  of  October,"  ao  aa  10  nULke 
the  duty  cease  at  that  period. 

He  said,  before  the  House  went  into  Commit- 
tee of  tbe  Whole,  yesterday,  on  this  bill,  be  bad 


so  much  expedition ;  tbal  the  time  for  coosidi 
tjun,  usual  on  great  queations,  had  nol  been  grant- 
ed, and  that  be  was  daily  in  expectation  of  some 
memorials,  or  ioroimalion,  from  those  interested 
in  the  salt  manufacture,  wiiich  would  throw  light 
either  upon  the  general  principle,  or  ibe  details  of 
tbe  bill.  He  reerened  ne  was  not  succeasfol,  as 
he  had  no  doubt  thai,  by  this  uncommon  haste, 
the  House  would  be  deprived  of  ibe  koowledffe 
of  facts  important  to  a  correct  judgment ;  tbal  He 
had  just  reoeived  information  which  bad  satisfied 


the  salt  business,  in  relation  to  ihe  fisheries,  was 
this :  Tbe  fishing  season  commenced  on  the  last 
«f  February,  and  extended  to  the  last  of  Novem- 
ber. Salt  Was  taken  by  the  Bsbertnen  in  the" 
months  of  Marcbj  April,  May,  and  June^  some- 
dmea  as  late  as  July.  In  order  to  entitle  the  fish- 
ermen to  the  bonnty,  their  vessels  must  have  been 
four  months  engaged  in  the  fishery  dnrin^f  the 
finhiog  season.  Persons  engaged  in  the  busmess 
of  supplying  the  fishermeo  with  salt  are  necessi' 
tated  to  lay  up  great  stoc^  in  the  preceding  Au- 
taion.    As  these  person*  have  pa>d  the  duty  to 


the  Qoveroraeni,  and  as  no  allowance  of  drawback 
is  contemplated,  we  are  certainly  under  obliga> 
lions  to  ta^.  care  that  onr  law  be  so  modelled 
(hat  they  shall  hare  all  the  benefit  of  the  ensuing 
fishing  season,  lo  get  oS"  their  old  stock  prior  to 
tbe  reduction  in  price,  which  will  ensue  from  the 
repeal.  Now  this  will  not  be  the  eaae,  if  it  take 
efiect  on  tbe  first  of  Jaly.  For,an  induc«&eni  is 
here  held  out  to  the  fishermen  to  postpone  their 
fishing,  voyage  until  after  that  period ;  whereby 
thev  will  get  tbe  salt  without  paying  the  duty, 
ana  yet  have  time  enough  to  perform  their  voy- 
age^ and  entitle  themselves  to  the  baauty.  Now 
this  is  unjust  to  the  merchant,  who  ought  to  be 
secured  his  market  for  the  salt  on  which  he  has 
raid  duties.  It  is  also  unequal  to  the  fishermen. 
For  those  who  take  in  their  salt  after  the  first  of 
July,  and  get  it  without  duties,  and  yet  detain  the 
bounty,  can  undersell  those  who  hare  paid  the 
duties  lo  Qovernment  by  taking  the  aall  prior  to 
that  period.  He  thonsbt  the  reasanablenesa  of 
the  prOpesal  waa  so  plain,  that  be  trusted  thei* 
would  arise  no  opposition  to  the  recommitment 
for  this  purpose- 
Mr.  V&BNim. — There  is  one  argument  further 
on  this  subject,  which  hat  been  omitted  bjr  my 
colleague,  who  made  the  motion  to  recommit  IH 
bill ;  birt  it  is  an  argu,ment  on  the  other  side.  Ha 
proposes  to  continue  the  duues  till  the  first ofOo- 
lober.  But  it  will  "be  necessary  for  faOiilies  in  the 
country  to  by  in  their  salt  for  the  seasoa,  before 
that  period,  so  that,  if  tbe  postponement  take* 
place,  ihey  will  derive  no  benefit  from  tbe  repeal 
until  the  year  following.  I,  therefore,  hopa  that 
the  motiouL  to  recommit  the  bill  wiH-Uot  pveraiL 
Mr.  doincT  aaid,  that  be  bad  named  the  :£ntof 
October,  btoauae  it  was  a  Treaiory  division  of  ihe 
year;  and  becaaseit  bad  been  stated  to  hian,  by 
llKtse  interested  in  the  salt  basioess,  tharii  wat 
the  only  time  which  wonld  completely  preserve 
tfaem  from  loss  on  the  duties.  If,  howerer,  when 
in  Commiiiee,  the  House,  from  other  conaideia- 
lions,  should  deem. an  earlier  day  ezpedieat,  be 
should  acquiesce  in  the  first  of  September,  or  eren 
of  AugusL  But  nothings  could  be  more  abrioni 
than  that  if  the  fishermen  had  the  whole  month 
of  July  to  take  their  salt  they  misht  gel  the 
bounty  without  paying  the  duty,  and  the  merchant 
who  had  paid  the  duty  wonld  not  be  secured  the 
whole  market  of  th»  next  fishing  seaMn.  He 
trusted,  therefore,  thai  the  Hooae  would  at  least 
see  the  necessity  of  striking  out  the  first  of  July, 
whatever  future  date  might  be  inserted,  and  so 
would  consent  to  recommit. 
'  The  question  on  recommitting  tiie  bill  was 
taken,  and  l(»t — ayes  29. 
The  question  then  reeprred  on  passing  the  bHi. 
Mr.  Q,oiNCT. — I  see  tbe  cUfrent  set4  too  sironr 
in  favor  of  a  repeal,  to  be  either  resisted  or  varie£ 
and  had  I  only  -to  consult  mjr  own  feelings,  I 
would  content. myself  with  giving  a  silent  vole 
upon  tbe  final  question.'  But  [he  nopes  of  a  nit' 
meroua  class  of  men  are  at  stak^^eitlzen^  who 
have  been  induced,  from  the  general  poltcy  of 
your  laws,  to  Vest  tlieir  whole  property  in  tu  im- 
poitaot  manoTaowie,  are  nixMit  to  be  ruined  by 
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«D  incalcnlBble  alteration  in  your  sfBteo.  The^ 
shall,  ai  least,  have  the  satiaraction  or  knaviog 
that  their  ioterests  were  doi  without  an  idrocate 
on  this  floor,  howeyer  certiia  I  may  be  that  all 
eflbri*  of  mine,  in  the  present  disposiiion  of  the 
House,  must  be  fruitless.  As  I  shatl  pot  mnpeg- 
alire  on  ibis  bill,  I  shall  use  the  commoD  liberty, 
and  assign  my  reasoos.  for  the  Vote  I  shall  giVe. 
jDtet  ioto  an 


cm  that  poinL  I  shall  say  nothing  apoa  the  gewt- 
raJ  policy  of  releasinK  reveoues  at  the-  prescat 
moment.  The  President  has  recommended  it. 
That  recommendation  shall  be  as  conalustTe 
with  me,  u  it  seems  to  be  with  ibis  House.  I 
pant,  so  far  as  it  respects  the  present  argnmeot, 
that  our  riiuation,  both  interBal  and  eztetoal,  is 
so  nnembarrassed,  and  so  free  from  just  cause  of 
apprehension,  that  th^  is  no.  present  objeot  On 
which  to  employ  reveaue,  and  none  id  prospect 
for  which-  it  eaa  imaginably  be  necessary.  I 
itgjfi  that  all  our  diflerences  with  Oreat  Bri' 
tain  a>e  settled  ;  that  Bpain  ia  most  amicably 
dispoMd ;  that  France  is  only  watchful  how  to 
promote  our  happiness ;  that  there  is  nothing 
threatening  on  the  public  senboaid,  nor  en  our 
frontier.  I  perfectly  admit  that  eur  arsenals  are 
full,  OUT  fortifications  complete,  thai  in  naval  apd 
military  prepsralioii  noihtnKmoreis  to  be  wished. 
Whatever  opinioo  1  may  hold  as  to  any  of'these 
pointy  I  kqow  how  utterly  ineffeciual  any  ar^- 
meot,  founded  an  that  opinion,  would  be  ipon 
this  aoor.  I  shall,  therefore,  confine  myself  wh<d- 
ly'ta  such  topics,  as,  I  think,  may  possibly  be  ia- 
niWDtial,  eveii  on  a  body  pre determmed  as  1  know 
tbis  to  be.  My  object  shall  be,  to  show  the  im- 
policy «f  a  total  abolition  of  the  salt  tai;  and 
the  policy,  snpposing  we  on  do  withoai  any  part 
of  our  revenoe,  of  a  partial  ahoKtiod  of'  this  tax, 
ud  of  aflording,  for  the  residue  of  the  amoDBC 
we  can  remit,  relief  upon  other  articles.  And, 
for  this  purpose,  1  shall  trrge  two  general  consider- 
ations ;  the  imfMrtaace  of  the  salt  manufacture 
in  a  naiianat  point  of  view;  the  inequality  and 
partiality  of  the  diitrifautioo  of  relief  among  the 
peopkj  by  a  total  abolition  of  this  duty,  without 
TedociiOD  of  any  other. 

Tbe  nature  of  this  toanufaetnre,  its  extent  uid 
importance^  not  only  to  tbe  part  of  the  coifniry 
-which  carn^.  it  on,  but  in  s  national  point  of 
view,  is  net,  1  ihiDK,  onderstoed  by  this  House. 
To  thepart  of  the  country,  engaged  in  tbis  busi- 
ness, its  support  is,  indeed,  an  object  of  primary 
importance.  In  Barnstable  eoanty,  and  on  Cape 
Cod,  tbe  maaufacture  -is  now  principrity  follow- 
ed. Uany  portions  of  this  part  of  the  country 
'  are  condemned  to  eternal  sterility  and  sand  heaps. 
Ii  happens  that  these,  which  are  good  for-noibiqg 
else,  are  best  suited  to  support  the  vajs  used  in  the 
.maanfactHre;  frosts,  which,  in  belter  soils,  wonld 
heave  the  buildings,  do  no  damage  in  tbis.  The 
individuals  engaged  in  ibe  maBufae^ure^  are,  for 
the  moat  part poor,aDd,  in  many  lDBiancet,havein' 
Tested  their  whole  propeUr  ia  it ;  encouraged  by 
the  ittte  of  yoni  laws,  nnd  believing  they,  might 


caknkte  with  certainty  upon  the  continuance  of 
the  tax,  at  least  10  the  amount  of  twelve  cents, 
not  only  because  salt  is.  in  all  countries,  consider- 
ed as  one  of  the  most  eligible  sources  of  revenue, 
but  because,  in  this  it  is,  to  that  amount,  a  perma- 
neqt  tax,  speciSeally  plei^ed  for  the  payment  of 
ibefinblic  debt.  Whether  the  gronuds  of  their 
caleulation  were  not  reasonable,  and  whether,  on 
this  accoi)nt.  no  oblation  results  lo  this  Le^s- 
la  lure,  the  House  will  consider. 

As  to  the  extent  of  the  manulacture,  I  am  not 
possessed  of  all  the  information  1  expected,  or' 
should  have  had,  if  this  hill  had  been  permitted  to 

C  through  this  HoQse  at  the  ordinary  speed, 
lam  authorized  to  state  that  there  are  on 
Cape  Cod  more  than  three  million  of  supvficial 
feet  of  works ;  and  that  the  capital  invested  in  the 
manufactnre  exceeds  four,  hundred  thousand  dol' 
lars,  and  that  the  quantity  made  the  last  year 
does  not  fall  short  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thon- 
sand  bnsheU.  I  ask,  is  not  tbis  a  state  of  mana- 
facture  worthy  of  the  consideration  of  tbe  Legis- 
lature, prior  to  voting  its  utter  destruction  7  It, 
in  the  course  of  a  very  few  years,  scarcely  more 
than  four  or  fire,  tbis  manufacture  has  arisen 
from  absolute  insignificance  to  so  flourisbing  « 
state  of  prosperity,  what  would,  not  be  the  reault 
if  it  could  rely  upon  a  continuance  of  the  existing 
encouragement  for  a  number  of  years  1  It  b  not 
too  much  to  say,  that,  in  the  coarse  of  ten  or  fif- 
teen years,  it  would  materially  affect  oor  imports, 
and  in  less  ihao  thirty  render  this  country  wntdly 
independent  of  Europe  for  this  important  articU. 
This  is  not  a  local  concern.    Tbe  maQufacInre 


capiiaf  object  of  attention  on  Lang  [suind.  And 
the  time  would  not  be  long  before  the  Southern 
Stales  vould  commence  tbe  busineis.  Their 
shore*  are  equally  suited  to  it  and  their  clfmBle 
more  favorable. 

But  what  Is  theimpoTianeeof  themannfactnre 
in  a  national  point  <h  vieirl  I  answer,  in  the 
words  of  the  President's  Measage,  at  the  onening 
of  this  session :  "  Salt,  a  necessary  of  life,  the  free 
use  of  which  is  blherwiseso  important."  Now,  I 
Bfik,  which  is  the  readiest  means  to  "  the  free  use" 
of  any  article?  To  make  it  onrselres,  or  to  be 
dependHut  for  it  on  others?  The  strongest  arn- 
,roent  in  the  world, 'in  faror.of  patronisinK  uiis 
maauChcture,  is  the  very  one  used  by  the  Pren- 
dent,  in  effect,  for  its  destruction.  It  is,  because  it 
is  a  necessary  of  lite — ^because  its  free  use  it  so 
imporiBOi  that  we  onsbt  to  encourage  the  only 
means  by  which  that  free  use  can  be  secured  to 
us,  independent  gf  all  foreign  control. 

I  ask,  what  would  be  the  effect  of  war  upon  the 
price  of  (his  article?  It  Is  stated  to  vtft,  that,  du- 
ring the  American  war,  the  price  varied  from  two 
dolTar«and  a  half  to  nine  douars,  sp^ie,  the  bush- 
el, on  (he  seaboard ;  mokiag  an  average  of  six 
dollars.  As  I  have  this  statement  only  from  one 
individual,  and  there  may  be  some  error,  I  shall 
not  rely  upon  it.  I  will  only  state  the  average 
war  price  at  three  dollars  the  bushel.  This,  I 
confidenUyassertjisfarbelowtheexperienceof  the 
Amerieanwar.  Theaveragepeacepiiceaf thear* 


dbyGoo^Ie 


308 


mSTOBT  OF  CONGBEBS. 


SOI 


B.OPR. 


Jakdah,  tSOT. 


tide,  I  will  state,  fir  iboTe  the  fact,  at  one  dollar 
tbe  busbeL  The  war  price  of  this  article  will 
merate,  then,  u  a  tax  of  two  dollars  the  bnsbal. 
Qui  future  eonsumplioD  can  ucTef  be  less  than 
three  million*  of  bu^els.  It  follows  ttiat  theiaz 
upon  this  people,  for  a  fiagle  year  of  war.  ou  this 
article,  cannot  be  less  than  six  millions  of  doll&ri. 
The  amount  of  tax  proposed  to  be  relieved  by  a 
total  abolition  (^tbe  salt  dgif  is  somewhat  mpre 
than  half  a  millisn — say,  six  bundled  thousand 
doUaii,  annoallf .  The  tax  of  a  single  Tear  of 
irar,  upon  this  article  of  salt,  will,  therefore,  es- 
eead  eleven  «  tweWe  years  of  your  peactrsarings 

SB  total  abolition.  Now,  is  a  maaufiactnre  like 
is  altc%;e(her  an  object  so  trifling  as  not  to  eater 
inioaalianBLealculationif  Oagbtiitobe  sacti- 
fieed  to  any  aoheme  o[  popular  celebrity  1  If  it 
ii  to  be  emshed,  ouglit  we  not  to  hare  the  most 
plenary  erideoce,  taat  it  is  alone  by  this  aacriflce 
that  the  people  can  obtain  the  matt  desirable  and 
impericms  species  of  relief?  This  brings  me.io 
ny  second  object,  which  was,  to  show  that  a  total 
abolition  of  the  salLtax,  m  its  distribution  of  re- 
lief amoag  the  people,  was  partial,  and  did  nQ(,in 
aay  due  proportion,  li^htoi  the  burdens  of  those 
claswa  in  poreriy,  whKh  oufhl  always  to  be  the 
Stat  object  of  the  national  charity. 

I  ask,  which  of  all  the  classes  of  society  ought 
we  first  to  relieve  7  Certainly  tbe  pOoi— the  la- 
boring classes — those  wbo  have  no  capital  but  the 
■weat  of  their  brows?  As  ptopefly  oogbt  to  be 
the  6nt  object  to  be  taxed,  so  it.onght  to  be  the 
last  to  he  relieved.  When  this  subject  was  yes- 
terday in  the  committee,  1  proposed  as  a  substitute 
for  a  total  aboliiion  of  toe  saltilat  a  partial  aboli- 
tion of  thai  dnty  and  aa  extension  of^  relief  to  the 
infeiiar  species  of  teas,  to  brown  sagar  and  coffee. 
The  propoeition  was  made,  as  1  tfaen.stated,  on  tbe 
•pur  of  the  occasion,  to  break  tbe  dead  silence 
which  reigned  Over  the  passage  of  the  bill ;  to 
bring,  if  I  may  so  express  myself,  the  intelligiace 
t^  t&s  House,  out  <k  its  concealed  rpeaMs  into 
fadoD  upon  this  floor;  that  it 'might  be  seen  of 
wkat  meUlt  it  was  composed.  At  that  time  it 
was  treated  aa  a  piojcat  of  popularity.  I  know 
too  well  the  nature  af  man,  not  to  be  quite  certain.' 
tbat  it  will  not  be  popular,  though  I  am  equally  well 


projects.  Tbe  i^eal  of  a  whole  lax,  and  t&e  salt 
tai,  too,  is  well  calculated  for  a  great  popular,  ef- 
teet.  It  will  bring  in  an  abandanl  hardest  of  rep>- 
ntatioQ  to  its  author,  even  among  those  to  whom 
the  relief  will  be  very  little — comparatively  noth- 
ing ;  and  that  because  thef  will  not  take  the  trou- 
ble to  understand  how  it  afiects  the  whole  nation. 
The  laboring  classes  of  the  comqiunity  leeeive 
kot  a  very  small  portion  of  relief  from  a  total 
abolition  of  the  salt  tax.  The  great  beneSt,  com- 
paratively the  whole,  reaalta  to  the  property  of  the 
oounlry.  I  ask,  who  pays  the  tax?  Therecanbeno 
question— the  consumer.  Theo, where  is.ihecon- 
sumptionl  By  ascertaining-tbai,  we  shall  see 
where  theweicht  of  the  salt  tax  falls,  and  whose 
bin^^ai  a  total  abolition  of  it  will  rdiere. 


Tbe  salt  (ax  may  be  viewed  in  two  points  at 
view.  As  a  capitation  tax,  and  as  a  tax  npM 
property.  In  the  former  shape  alone,  it  affects 
tbe  poor  and  laboring  classes.  In  both,  it  affects 
the  rich. 

Considered  as  a  capitation  tax,  ii  cannot  possi- 
bly oe  more  than  ten  cents  an  individuaL  For 
there  are  three  millions  of  bushels  coasumed  in 
the  country,  and  our  preaeot  white  populatim  is 
tix  milliODs,  which  is  a  coiuaiBplian  of  half  a 
bushel  a  head,  which,  at  the  present  raM  of  ta^ 
twenty  cents  p^  boshel,  is  ten  cents  tax  on  eaek 
individnal.  But  the  truth  is,  as  a  capitation  Bx, 
it  is  far  less  then  this,  as  will  be  obvious  from  a 
single  consideration.  For,  besides  the  white  pop- 
ulation of  six  nullions,  we  have  an  additional 
population  of  one  million  of  slaves,  and,  also,ecr- 
tainlv,  not  less  dian  one  million  of  cattle,  each  of 
whiea  consumes,  it  is  agreed  on  all  hands,  as 
much  also  as  half  a  bnsnel  per  head,  annually. 
That  is  to  say:  we  have  one  millioB  of  ealt-eal- 
ing  cattle,  and  one  million  of  salt-eating  slavey 
who  consume,  at  half  a  bushel  per  head,  one  mil* 
lion  of  the  three  millioDs  of  buabels  of  salt  which 
are  consumed  io  the  country.  So  that  there  re- 
mains onlf  two  millions  of  bushels  to  be  aveeand 
upon  the  white  popwiatioa  of  six  milliona,  Tnat 
is. to  ^ay,  the  consumption  of  the  white  people 
cannot  exceed  one-third  of  a  bushel  of  sail  pec 
head.  This,  at  twenty  cents  (ax,  is  a  little  above 
six  cents  upon  each  individual.  So  that  a  total 
abolition  of  (be  talt  tai  ii,  as  ii  respeate  the  poor 
afed  laboring  classe^  a  reduction  of  six  cents  aa- 
nnl  (ax  from  the  individual.  Gentlemen  fraoa 
the  intraier,  (whose  comlFluenls  ace  interested  in 
getting  rid  of  this  whole  tax,  because  ibis  thar 
feel,  while  they  feel,  comparatively,  ao  othei,) 
may  talk  about  the  poor,  as  if  they  eat  more  (ban 
the  rich,  from  (heir  consuming  more  salt  meal. 
But,  a  little  consideration  will  show  it  is  not  IrM^ 
or,  if  true,  not  in  a  d^iee  to  materiallf  affect  the 
argument  For.  in  whatever  forta  the  «alt  be 
eaien,  no  more  tuan  an  average  of  one-thiad  of  a 
bushel  per  liead,  can  be  anouiHly  ooosumed  in  che 
congtry,  for  no  more  than  that  is  there  in  ike 
country  to  consume.  Now,  salt  is  an  article  of 
Which  all  must  eat  a  little,  and  no  man  can  eat  a 
great  deal.  And  althon^h  in  salt  meats  the  mot 
m>y  eat  more  than  the  noh,  yet  in  a  maltituoe  of 
luiuries,  in  the  waste  and  cobsamption  of  thak 
servants  and  dependants,  the  balance  of  expendt- 
;  ture  must  inevitably  be  on  the  side  of  the  rich. 
The  truth  probably  is,  that  the  expendituia  of  tke 
laboring  classes  and  poor,ismiMh  less  ihana third 
of  a  bushel  per  head.  As  a  capitction  tax  it  can- 
not be  moie  thaa  six  cents  Now,  let  us  see  the 
real  result  of  this  captivating  prc^iouiian  of  loial 
aboliiion  of  the  salt  tax. 

A  poor  man  with  seven  in  his  family,  the  com- 
mon average,  is  to  be  relieved  from  six  cents  pec 
head — that  is,  from  forty-two  cents  annoal  tax. 
On  the  other  hand,  a  rich  farmer  or  planter,  with 
the  same  number  of  whites  in  his  fqsaity,  and  a 
hundred  head  of  cattle  or  alavea,  pays,  as  well  as 
tbe  poorer  roan,  a  capitation  tax  of  forty  two 
ecati.    But  hs  alao  pi^a,  ia  (ha  e^nMuaptioB  of 
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dollars  aDDuallj.  So  that,~^tnilf  coBBidered, 
(hia  is  s  scheme  to  rdiere  sneta  ■  laborer*!  family 
of  an  tnniwl  tax  of  forty-two  e«DU,  and,  ai  the 
MDM  time,^  to  relicTa  suen  «  rich  fanner  or  planter 
sf  BD  anmial  tax  of  nearlj  ten  dollan  an(l«  half^ 
Now,  I  ffonlcnd,  thatsaeh  farmers  and  raeh  plant- 
ns  are  not  the  first  objceti  of  nwional  relief.  As 
far  a«  the  salt  tax  is  a  capitaiioo  ux,  it  ii  a  very 
light  oae.  Aa  far  as  it  i*  a  praperlr  tax  h  is  a 
TBrr  eqnal  me.  While  the  rich  tarmer  or  planter 
inili  altradred  head  of  cattle  o^  ilarM  pays  tan 
dollarS)  Ae  poor  fanner,  with  a  iio^e  cow,  pays 
bnt  ten  eeon.  In  its  operatioa  apoii  this  dam, 
«nry  faroier  m  planter  pays  accofding  to  the 
alocl[1ie  kcepa.  Id  other  words,  aceordinff  to  his 
■icbes.  Now,  is  not  this  a  scale  by  which  all 
taxeaahoald  m  graduated?  The  proportion  in 
which  the  raliefu  to  1>«  shared  in  particnlarqaor- 
■er*  of  the  country,  and  by  pariicokr  eloMes,  is 
oot  of  all  maoo.  Gtentlemen  say  this  is  a  rare 
MM— we  ihalt  scarcely  we  the  like  a)^in.  Isay, 
then,  pT«  «■  a  jmst  share  of  it  on  the  Maboard. 
while  it  isgmag-,  and,  what  is'MllI,  in  a  national 
Timr,  a  greater  ofaject— Aeteby  also  sare  the  salt 
man  «fac  tore.  ^ 

The  plan  whicb  I  pfopoMd  yesfetday  wonld 
have  bon  Aaveeflbela.  Qeodtiaun  say  this  is  a 
popshtr  «riB|^  I  abinre  loochibg  it  for  ihatpnt- 
pose.  It  is  the  atablialt«d'pri«:ipleof all  wise 
finaaae^  £«t  tuet  b«ar  iMt  npon  the  poor  and 
laboring  dassw;  let  them  fine  be  relieved.  But 
here  is  a  ntheiM  to  give  a  worM  of  relief  to  the 
^Mity  of  tha  eo«ntry,and  little,  oomparatiTely 
notliiog,'lo  the  lahorinff  claase«[  and  that  nttte 
aliogether  inddenlal.  By  tedneing  eight  cents 
only  npon  salt,  half  a  cent  per  ponad  upon  btowD 
near,  six  eaiua  iqmn  the  inferior  elasaea  e£  leas, 
ana  one  eent'opoa  cofiiBe,  the  same  amooai  of  re- 
bef  wonld  be  exiewded  to  the  eommnnity,  only  it 
wanld  be  difierantly  distriboted.  Soch  a  laborer's 
iknily,  as  I  haTs  nMndooed,  snmoaing  that  it 
consumed  oaW  iwelre  poiuidf  of  tea,  twdre 
pousde  of  CDbe,  one  hwidred  potmds  of  brown 
•ogar^  and  three  bmhels  of  <alt  annually,  wonld 
benlieved  of  somewhefe  about  one  dollar  and 
aixty  cents  aanusl  tax,  instead  of  fortr  cents)  as 
by  toe  presest  achem*.  On  the  other  band)  sneh 
a  t^anler^  bnily,  with  his  humdred  slayes  or  eat- 
ih,  will  still  ba  relieved  from  above  ^re  dollars 
spd  a  half  annual  tax.  And  it  seems  to  me  that 
gentlemen  from  the  ialericw  ought  to  be  content 
with  SDch  an  abatement,  particularly  as.  by 
daiming  soch  aa  exMbitant  proponiom  of  the  re- 
lief eoiMemplaiad,  they  save  the  sdt  maanfiictoTe 
to  the  Gonotry. 

A  total  abolition  ia  not  oi^  iineqnal  as  it  t« 
specia  the  clasaes,  it  is  aba  as  it  reepeeia  the  aai- 
nral  sectiona  of  ihe  country.  It  is  agraed  on  all 
hmida,  the  iBteriM,  the  South  aud  the  West,  eon- 
amns  mon  salt ;  and  it  eanaoi  be  deniad  that  the 
inhabitanM  o(  tiM  leaboafd  consume  more  of  the 
arlidcs  I  hare  meatiaDed.  as  w^II  aa  of  other  im- 
potted  ardoles,  than  the  inhabitants  tf  the  other 
parts  of  the  country.  They  must  neeeunrily  not 
aaly  f>ou  their  pspaloniaase,  hau  from  tkati  hah- 


and  neceaaities.  Now,  if  the  former  bear 
hard  upon  ]^oa.  the  latter  bears  hard  upoo  us.  If, 
in  the  original  esUblisbmeol  of  the  system  of 
taxes,  artides  were  choaen  and  the  amOQtit  of  tax 
arno^d  so  as  to  jnake  the  whole  mass  of  taxa- 
tion fall  equally  apoa  eiery  part  of  the  coontrr; 
if  in  relicTiag  taxes  you  tajie  off  altogether  tne 
tax  upon  one  article,  tha  consumption  of  which 
is,  beyond  comparison,  the  greatest  in  one  quarter, 
and 'relieve  nothing  from  those  the  conanniptioD 
of  whieh'is  greatest  in  another ;  .what  is  this  but 
destroying  the  whole  eqailihiiam  of  the  system  t 

Tbe  character  of  this  policy  is  still  more  stiik- 
jngty  elueidsied  by  consideriog  it  in  relation  to 
aaoiher  pert  of  tbe  set.  This  is  not  only  an  act 
for  the  aboLitiOD  of  the  sajt  tax,  it  is  also  an  act 
for  the  coQiinuence  of  tbe  Mediterranean  fund. 
It  might  easily  be  shown  that  tbe  ooaum^iioD  of 
the  articles  on  which  this  fund  arises,  is  beyond 
proportioD  grebter  alooj  the  seaboard  and  in  the 
cities  than  in  tha  ioterior.  When  that  act  was 
passed,  had  any  indlTidual  alleged  upon  this  floor, 
that,  under  this  act,  it  was  intended,  hy  the  pre- 
railincr  influence,  to  throw  off  the  salt  tax,  which 
was  tne  chief  borden  on  particular  sectioaB,  a 
suggestion  of  that  kiod  would  han  been  tr«stad 
as  an  insult  and  wa  should  hare  been  pointed  to 
a  ripeeiftc  pledge  ooataiaad  ia  that  act  which  pn>- 
rides  that  the  UediteiTanean  fund  ahonld  oeaaa 
within  six  iwwlha  after  the  warib  that  sea  had 
eeas^.  '  But  what  is  the  fact  1  The  war  haa 
«ejiBe)l— tbe  faad  is  conijnued.  It  gives  nearly 
a  ntillion  of  dollars;  Tha  salt  lax  is  little  mote 
than  half  a  million.  The  former  is  kept  alivfc, 
and  is  made  tha  efficient  reason  for  the  repeal  of 
the  Utter.  In-trtuh,  this  act,  instead  of  being  dfr- 
nomioatcd  "An  act  repealing  the  duly  on  salt  and 
continniog  in  foree  the  MedlUrrancan  fiiad," 
ought  to  be  eotitled  "An  act  repealing  tha  oulr 
tax  which  ohiign.  the  South,  the- WesL  and  the 
interior,  to  bear  a  just  proportion  «f  the  public 
hmdene,  and  for  the  contiaaanoe  of  all  exHti^, 
and  the  further  impeaition  of  a  new  tax:,  chicfir 
paid  by  tha  seaboavi  and  tha  eities." 

Wita  such  a  title,  it  ought  to  be  sent  out,  in 
campanr  with  other  acta,  such  as  were  passed  tbe 
last,  and  will  probablf  be  passed  this  session,  enti- 
tled "  Acts  of  appropriation  for  the  foriificalioa 
and  defence  of  the  port*  and  barborsof  the  Uni- 
ted States."  This  is  a  twin  policy  with  that 
They  have  both  the  same  parentase,  and  thecals 
between  them  a  perfsct  family  resemblaoee. 
There  is  as  much  real  proteetton  to  those  parte  «f 
the  country  which  deserre  protection  in  the  one, 
as  there  is  real  relief  to  those  classes  of  the  peo' 
'  ',  which  deserve  first  to  have  the  henaflt  of  ro- 

r,  in  the  other. 

Mr.  VAmmi.— -I  shall  not  attempt  to  follow  my 
eoUeagne  (Un  ftDiHor)  through  all  the  arguments 
he  has  advaaoad  on  the  bill.  I  shall  noliee  a  su- 
gle  obaervatiaa  that  has  fUleu  from  him,  eoa- 
ceniiog  the  local  operation  of  tbe  repeal.  It  has 
been  <dien.aass«t«d  in  this  House,  at  former  po- 
riodiS  'haC  cenun  measures  operated  locally, 
and  were  iafandad  to  benefit  one  part  of  the  Union 
at  the  axpcnia  of  another.    ' "—  '''- 


licf,  11 


dbyGoo^le 


307 


mSTORT  OF  CONGRESa 


308 


H-ofR. 


jAKnABT.ieor. 


the  fact  ID  re^d  to  the  tax  od  earriagea.  It  • 
contended  then  that  the  repe&lof  the  tax  was  c 
eulaled  JD  particular  lo  relieve  the  Southi 
States,  whereaa  Massachasetts  paid  her  full  pru- 
portioD  or  thai  tax.  So  now  again  there. is  ao  at- 
tempt to  impress  the  belief  that  the  repeal  of  the 
duties  on  salt  is  cskulaced  (ofaTorthe  Sooth aud^ 
the  West,  to  the  pregadice  of  the  East.  Sir,  there 
u  as  much  salt  consDmed  io  the  Esitern,  as  in  the 
Souibern  and  Western  States.  In  New  Hanap- 
ahire.  exoept  a  small  dittrict  on  the  seashore, 
whicnia  m  considerable,  the  consumption  isgreaE. 
Such  is  the  fact  throughout  Vermont,  ana  also 
throaghout  Massachuocits,  excepting  only  a  narr 
TOW  tract  ou  the  seashore.  The  Eaatetn  States 
are,  ihecefore,  as  much  interested  in  the  repeal  of 
those  duties  as  anj  part  of  the  Unibn. 

Mr.  piDWELi.. — The  principal  arguments  urged 
by  my  colleague  sgainst  the  bill  under  considera- 
tion, appear  to  be  two.  1st.  That  it  will  ruin  the 
maoufaeturers.  -My.  That  (he  benefit  of  the 
measure  will  be  unequaL  But,  shall  the  taierest 
of  a  few  manufacturers,  a  few  hundreds  only,  o 
a  few  tfaousaad  if  you  please,  be  put  in  competi 
tionwith  the  .general  interests  of  the  couutry 
As  to  the  second  abjection,  that  the  benefits  of 


ft  tax  of-only  forlT-two  cents,  and  another  will 
be  reliered  frOm  ine  burden  of  ten  dollars.  This 
is  tbe  Terr  reason  why  the  duties  ought  to  be  re- 
pealed. If  they  fall  so  unequally,  they  ought  at 
oBce  to  be  done  away.  The  geDlleraan.'m  the 
abundant  resources  of  his  iikgenuiiy,  cauld  not 
bave  invented  a  stronger  areument  for  the  repeal, 
aince,  by  his  own  acknowledgment,  the  duties  are 
now  BO  unequal  that  one  man  is  compelled  to  pay 
ten  dollars,  and  anether  pays  only  forty-two 
cents. 

As  to  the  objection  that  this  measure  is  design- 
ed to  favor  (he  South,  I  would  otwerve  ihat-the 
Eastern  Siale^  with  the  exception  of  only  a  very 
few  inhabitants  on  the  seacoast,  are  as  deeply 
interested  in  the  repeal  at  any  quarter  of  the 
Vuioa. 

Hr.  Holland.— The  first  argument  urged  by 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  doiNOT,) 
who  spoke  asBinnt  the  bill,  ii,  that  the  repeal  of 
tbe  duty  wiir  destroy  the  manufactures  of  salt. 
But,  supposing  such  to  be  the  fact,  who  is  to 
blame  1  Those  only  who  hare  been  euch  forward 
speculaion  in  this  manufacture.  They  bayebad 
ample  notice,  for  it  has  been  well  understood  for 
sereral  years  that  Qorernmept  designed  to  relio- 
qnish  these  duties  as  soon  as  they  nbuld  be  dis- 
pensed with.  This  is  the  'first  time  I  ever  heard 
that  salt  was  not  used  by  the  poor.  I  had  always 
thought  that  the  lieh  and  .poor  used  about  the 
same  quantity,  and  that  a  las  on  this  article  ap- 

Eoached  rery,neara  capitation  tax.    The  poor 
re  cattle  also  to  eatsalt    The  tax  '    '  ' 

ih.  The  ms 

)  Massachusetts.    The 
a  Virginia,  where  immense 
Boms  oare  oeeu  imprudently  laid  out  in  that  way, 
a&d  several  adreDturera  rnmed  by  the  recult.    I 


busineu  is  carried  o: 


apprehend  no  danger  to  the  public  from  checking 
such  eiiraTagant  man  u  fee  to  res. 

Mil  Q.  W.  Campbell.— 'I  rise  only  to  observe 
that  [be  people  of  the  Western  States,  at  least  i^ 
Tennessee,  have  no  particular  interest  in  passing 
this  law.  More  salt  is  manufactured  thin  is  con- 
sumed there,  so  that  soine  of  the  inhabitants  on 
the  east  of  the  mountains  are  supplied  from  those 
manufactories. 

Mr.  BaooH-.-r I  cannot  reconcile  it  to  myself  te 

Eire  a  silent  rote  upon  the  final  passage  of  this 
ill.  because  it  contams  two  distinct  proposLlioni 
widely  difierenl  from  each  other,  ana  which  aie 
by  tto  m^os  equally  acc^table  to  me.  The  one 
to  abolish  the  specific  duty  on  salt,  the  other  lo 
impose  additional  duties  ad  valorem.  To  (he 
first  L  cordially  assent,  to  the  latter  1  have  serioai 
objections.  I  am  happy  that  I  had  an  oppotEuniiy. 
whilst  this  bill  was  passing  through  its  several 
stages,  to  record  my  vote  leparaiely  for  the  aboli- 
lion  of  the  salt  duty  and  againrt  the  coniinuatioa 
of  (be  additional  duties.  The  quealton  now  is, 
Shall  this  hilt  nass?  And  we  ate  now  to  consider 
whether  it  will  he  productive  of  more  good  thaa 
injury.  I  could  hate  wished  that  these  two  pto- 
visious  had  been  made  the  subjects  of  separate 
bills  in  order  thai  tbe  sense  of  tne  House  and  <^ 
tbe  oaiion  might  be  distiDCtly  ascertained  upon 
each,  without  tne  influence  of  one  upon  theot  her  I 
but  a  different  course  has  been  pursued,  aad  the 
House.iBnowcalled  on  to  decide  whether  they  will 
abolish  the  duty  on  salt,  although  coupled  with 
the  encumbrance  of  the  Mediterranean  fund,  oi 
reject  the  bill  altogether.  It  has  been  w«ll  calcu- 
lated, that  thus  situated,  our  earnest  zeal  to  remove 
tbe  salt  tax  wiU  make  us  less  sensible  of  the  im- 
position of  the  additional  duties,  and  that  our  re- 
gard to  personal  popularity  may  make  u^  yield  to 
a  t&x  of  which  the  great  mass  of  the  people  is  not 
sensiblei  rather  than  fiaxard  an  opposition  to  the 
removal  of  one  which  tbe  whole  eommunity 
knows  and  feels.  By  this  political  coatrivance 
the  additional  tax  is  so  well  seasoned  to  the  taste 
of  the  people,  that  it  is  presumed  they  cannot  fail 
to  relish  It.  I  wish  to  be  nnderslood  that  I.  am 
favor  of  the  repeal  of  the  4aiy  on  salt,  and  I 
congratulate  the  House  npon  the  uneapecled 
change  in  their. opinion  on  the  subject  ainee  the 
'asi  session,  We  have  been  repeatedly  preved  to 
i^lish  this  duty,  but  an  imposing  majoriiy  has 
hithrrto  prevented  it.  1  am  happy  that  the  pro- 
priety of  the  measure  has  been  discovered  even 
at  (his  late  day,  and  I  shall  not  inquire  whether 
this  change  has  been  produced  by  a-  sense  of  this 
propriety,  by  the  President's  reeammendation,  by 
ihe  desire  of  conforming  to  the  popular  wish,  or 
by  a  dread  of  popular  indignation.  I  wish  it  aJso 
be  nnderstood  that  I  am  opposed  to  (he  impon- 
in  of  the  additional  duties;  and,  as  it  is  a  dnty 
which  I  owe  to  myself,  I  trust  the  House  nia 
indulge  me  while.  I  explain  the  reawins  of  my  of' 
position,  and  account  for  the  vote  which  I  sbul 
this -day  give.  Wm  not  against  granting  money 
in  ease  money  is  wanted — far  be  it.froin  nM  ev«a 
to  wish  to  paralyze  the  arm  of  Oovemment,  or  to 
embarran  Its  opeiationi.    If  gentlemen  wlU  eond»- 
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Mend  to  demoDsttate  the  Deeewity  of  tbn  UXi 
vitb  til  my  beart  1  will  TMe  far  il,  and  bizaTd 
ita  due  apphcatioa  to  ihe  parposes  for  whitb  it  is 
uked.  But  when  not  ereD  a  RlimmeriDg  of  lighi 
i*  giren  as,  (uid  we  are  obliged  lo  grope  oar  wajr 
JDto  darkness,  we  mo*t  eacti  troat  to  tbe  lidht  of 
aar  owp  nnderstan dings.  We  onghi  to  know  be- 
fore we  lay  tayei  tbe  necetailr  of  laying  ibefn. 
Jl  is  sportiag  with  the  resonrcea  of  the  naiiou  to 
call  bj  new  taiei  for  moner  wbaa  there  is  more 
atread)'  in  tbe  Treasury  tlibn  we  will  ase.  In 
tearcbiog  for  the  reason  of  this  lix  we  are  nainr- 
ally  led  to  consider  in  the  first  place  the  expendi- 
tnrM  ef  Gtorernment  and  reM>urce«  to  meet  ibem. 

By  the  report  of  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
at  tfais  sewion,  we  find  that  he  estimatea  tl^e-ex- 
penditures  of  QoremmeDt  for  1807  (including  the 
extraordinary  auprflpriation  of  two  millions  made 
at  tbe  last  lessioB)  ai  914,100,000;  . 
To  mett'thia  expenditure  .we  have 

ofpeTU»nepireveaBe,exGliiBi<reof 

Mediterranean  fond  and  salt  duty,  913,000,000, 
And  a  balance  in  Treutiry,  Jantuu* 

1,1807,         -        -        -       -        -       4,000,000, 


■  817,000,000 


Making  in  tbe  wbole    • 

And  laCTiog  a  halasee  in  tbe  Trtai- 
nry  at  the  end  of  this  year  of  nearly     <3,000.000 


For  the  year  1808,  aeeording  to  tha 
Secretary's  plan  for  redeeming  the 
pablic  debt,  there  will  be  wanted  for 
the  public  debt,     .        -        -        - 

For. all  other  expenw*  of  GoTerOr' 
ment,  uidadlng  9400,000  for  con- 
tingencies,   -        -       .       -        - 


3,900.000 

tl2.65B,Q00 


To  meet  this  expenditure  we  bBve 
of  p^manent  re  venue,  exclosive  of 
Ideditertanean  fund  and  Mil  duty, 


>ie,ooo,oog 


Balance  in  Trnsury  Jaotiary  1, 1 
Makiikg  in  the- whole  • 

The  Mediiemnean  fund  cannot,  therefore,  be 
wanted  for  any  purpose  in  contemplation  during 
tbe  year*  ISO?  and  ISOa  For  tlj'e  arerage  reve- 
nne  from  1B09  lo  ISU  mclusiTe,  the  Secreiarv 
eslcDlateion  9)4,000,000,  cxclnsire  of  the  Medi- 
terranean fund,  and  without  calculating  the  rere- 
nue  from  New  Orleans.  Supposing  then  thi) 
last  meoiioDed  reyi  '  "  ' 

occasioned  by  the 
reTenne  may  still  be 
from  1800  to  1815. 

As  the  laws  now  are,  all  tbe  expendiinres  of 
GoTemment  during  these  years,  includiu);  tbe 

Crision  for  tke  public  debt,  will  be  98,500,000, 
ring  an  annual  snrplue  of  ft^  millions ;  but  it 
the  prspoeed  plan  of  tbe  Committee  of  Ways  and 
M^ns  for  the  parment  of  the  public  debt,  sboald 
be  naeiioned  by  ww,  and  amenied  to  by  the  credit- 
on,  thoM  irill  then  be  "wanted  for  the  expendi- 


moe  to  supply  tbe  deficiency 
repeal  of  the  salt  duty,  the 
be  calcntated  at  814,000,000 


ires  of  Oorernment,  nearly  913,000,000,  leaviiw 

I  this  last  ease  an  sddubI  lurploi  of  $2,000,00^ 
The  calculaiioDs  of  the  permaneot  revenue  are 
made  by  the  Secretary  on  the  lowest  posstbte 
scale;  for  they  are  made  on  the  basis  of  the  reve- 
nue received  during  a  year  of  European  peace, 
with  a  proper  allowance  for  our  increase  io  popu- 
latiOD  sod  wealth,  and  without  including  many 
incidental  branches  of  revenue.  If  then,  this  tax 
wanted  to  support  Qovernment.  or  to  pro- 
ir  any  contemplated  scheme  for  the  redemp- 
tion of  the  achi,  or  for -any  other  designated  object, 
why  should  we  grant  it?  There  is  one  reason 
given,  fcrr  which  I  must  give  eredit  to  tbe  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Shilib.)  He  called 
for  the  mding  of  it  -  yesterday,  and  seemed  to 
consider  it,  witnoat  any  comment,  as  a  conclusive 
argument.  It  was  the  President's  Message  re- 
oomtneodiog  tbe  measure.    I  conld  scarcely  have 

'xpected  from  'the  majority  of  this  Hoase,  so 
jearly  approzintated  a«  they  are  to  the  people,  so 
little  jealousy  of  Executive  influenee,  and  such 
avowed  submisaion  to  Presidential  recommendti^ 
tion.  The  meaaage  was  read — it  was  too  plain  to 
be  misanderotood,  and  of  itself  aivu ment  sufficient, 
and  Ihe  House  was  prepared  to  lay  tbe  additional 
doty.-  This  Is  certainly  an  easy  mode  of  maa- 
o^ng  the  business  bf  legislation,  but  by  no  means 
the  most  honorable  to  ourselves,  or  nsefnl  tooni 
constituenta;  we  are  not  sent  here  merely  as  the 
instruments  of  taxation,  but  as  men  invested  with 
discretion  to  taeasure  out  the  burdens  of  the  com- 
munity  and  to  administer  to  the  wants  of  the 
Qovernment,  according  to  our  own  views  of  the 

■  :ht'of  Ibe  latter,  and  the  necessity  of  tbe  eaae. 
imendation  of  the  President  msy  possi- 
bly proceed  from  the  best  and  most  patriotic 
motives;  bat  yet  he  may  err.  The  souDcIesI  pol- 
icy may  justify  the  tax  which  be  recommenda, 
and  it  may  be  oar  doty  to  impoee  it;  but  of  this 
we  otight  to  be  convinced  before  we  sanction  it 
Now,  let  me  ask,  what  reaaoo  is  given  to  jnstiiy 
this  call  for  money?'  Are  we  not  told  thai  onr 
Treaeury  is  full  and  flowing  over,  and  that  the 
Constitution  must  be  amended  to  enlarge  the 
federul  trust  and  give  us  an  opportunity  of  get- 
ting rid  of  it?  Why,  then,  this  great  anxiety  for 
more  money?  Do  we  not  know  ibe  danger  of 
too  much?  Have  we  not  been  told  by  high  au- 
thority that  too  much  money  may  lead  to  war? 
Why  then  do  Ve  wish  to  ran  with  our  eyes  open 
headlong  into  temptation,  and  involve  ODrfelves 
in  that  hurtful  praetice  of  injuriiuf  one  another? 
Why  accumulate  that  evil  which  may  obstruct 
the  progress  of  brotherly  love  and  universal  phil- 
antbtopy  ? 

1  beg  the  House  to  reflect  that  the  question  is 
not  now  whether  we  shall  take  off  a  tss  of  one  mil- 
lion of  dollars,  bni  simply  whether  we  shall  lay  on 
that  tqi.  The  tax  ceases  by  its  own  terms  with  tbe 
cause  which  produced  it,  and  if  no  IsV  is  passed 
to  impose  (bis  tax  again,  the  4th  of  Mareh  will 
Sod  tbe  people  relieved  from  il«  burden,  and  the 
law  itieli  consigned  to  its  rank  among  ibe  mnstr 
rolls  of  expired  lawo.  When  tfais  tax  was  lai^ 
the  people  submitted  ta  it  withont  a  mnimnr.    It 
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miaroloDtatf  coDtribntioD-;  and  I  niighi  atnoat 
car  ('■"'  huBUDitf,  cbarity,  and  pamoiiBm,  were 
lli«  donors.  The  feelings  of  [be  natioa  were 
nused  for  the  praleciion  of  our  comraeice  and 
oeameo  ag«iii*t  the  pirates  of  Baibary,  and  io  the 
momeDl  of  generous  national  ezeitemeot  this  ad- 
ditional dutf  was  laid — not  at  a  matter  of  rerenoe. 
but  for  the  sole  avowed  porpas«  of  protecting  oui 
aeamen  and  commerce,  and  for  carrying  on  war- 
like operations  against  i  he  Itostile  Bubary  Poweie. 
And  fo  pariiculaT  were  tbe  pioTisions  of  the  law, 
that  a  aeparat*  account  wee  to  be  kept,  that  tbe 
pMple  miglit  Me  whether  it  was  faithfully  ap- 
plied Io  the  purpose  for  which  they  gsneronsly 
uteaded-  iL  Bv  the  Mme  law  the  faith  of  the 
natioa  was  pledMd  that  the  duty  should  cease 
three  months  after  a  treaty  with  Tripoli,  unless 
Ihe  United  States  should  be  at  war  with  some 
other  Fewer.  Now  mark  the  seqnel.  The  war 
was  ended,  a  treaty  with  Tripoli  concluded,  and 
this  producttTC  duty  was  to  cease  for  erer. 

The  mouey  was  too  conTenieBt  to  be  w  easily 
"^ted  with.  But  what  was  to  be  done?  All 
w«r«despoading,wheik.oiiasiidden,a  speck  of  war 
wu  diacerhed  in  the  aorizon  of  Barbary.  The 
iatelligemce  was  cotnmuiiicated  to  Congress  and 
tlie  tax  was  to  live  yet  a  ye&t  ioogex.  The  mo- 
ment  of  dissolution  is  now  approaohing,  but  the 
moae^  is  as  caoTenient  as  ever  and  the  lax  must 
•till  lire;  ant)  now  the  policy  is  to  keep  this  addi- 
lional  duty,  which  producta  a  million  of  dollars, 
and  amuse  tbe  people  with  the  rel«aw  of  the  salt 
ux,  which  produces  but  half  the  money.  Ix  is  Dot 
BOW  eren  pretcaded  that  a&y  wars  or  rumors  of 
war*  exist  between  Us  and  any  of  the  Barbary 
Powen;  and  W»  an  not  told  Uiat  tbe  money  is 
wanted  for  any  other  definite  purpose ;  we  are  only 
told  brthe  President  thai  tbe  tax  ought  to  be  coa- 
trnued,  and  in  ordet  to  make  it  atow  popular,  be 
tells  ns  that  it  ik  levied  qhicfly  on  Inxuriea.  Noir 
withstanding  this  high  authWity  I  oinnot  help 
suapeeliQs  twt  upon  examination  iliis  lax  will  be 
found  10  bear  chiefly  on  aicicles  which  the  habits 
and  manners  of  oirilised  naiioos  bsTc  made  ne- 
cessary to  their  comfort.  There  are  three  ntes 
of  ad  valorem  duties ;  tbe  lowest  i*  applied  to  the 
most  necessary  artielas,  sunh  as  wood  and  iron 
work,  and  lineu,  wooUen,  and  cotton  g>>ods. 

The  highest  rate  is  applied  to  ardeles  the  Imt 
necessary,  and  of  whicn  it  is  the  policy  of  Q«r- 
ernment  (o  restrain  the  imiiortation. 

The  value  of  articles  ollhe  lower  rate,  by  the 
iKioTt  laid  on  oUrtable  this  morniBg,  iB$37,U0O,(X)a 

The  value  of  articles  of  all  other  rates  it  tome- 
thing  more  than  07,000,000. 

Tbe  first  class  produces  a  revenue,  exclntivB  of 
the  Ueditcrranean  fund,  of  H,lS6,0(k). 

The  other  olaMee  pcodnee  »  revenue  ol  but  Ql,- 
168.000. 

The  inference  dien  is,  that  this  addiltooal  duty, 
ad  Talorem,  bears  chiefly  not  on  Inznries,  but  on 
neeetoariea. 

I  cannot  help  thinking,  therefore,  that  this  tax 
ii  KOI  laid  with  a  view  to  restrain  luxury,  but  be- 
cause  it  is  convenient  and  productive,  and  has 
becQ  at  a  foitunale  moneat  ijyrafted  oa  ou  ool- 


leclion  laws  without  oomplaint.  If  this  tax  it 
wanted  to  put  the  country  in  ■  state  of  defence,  by 
fortiScations  or  military  or  naval  [ireparation^ 
let  sentlemen  tell  ss  so,  and  oonsideriDg  the  fund 

fledged  for  that  purpose  I  will  freely  voK  for  it. 
fit  IS  wanted  for  any  other  purpose,  let  us  know 
the  aurpoM  and  alter  the  title  of  the  biU  to  corres- 
pond with  it.  But  why  should  we  resort  to  tbia 
BBstiiaed  name,  and  raise  the  money  to  protect  onr 
teamen  and  conunetce  against  tbe  Barbary  Paw 
erg,  when  we  know  in  our  hearts  that  nM  a  dollar 
of  it  will  be  ((pplied  to  llut  purpose?  Are  w* 
afraid  the  people  ahonld  koow.our  object  1  Tho^ 
Mr.  Speacer,  are  my  reasons  fot  objeMing  to  to 
moch  of  the  bill  as  continnes  the  additianaltluia. 
The  question  now  is,  whether  the  bill  will  do  mote 
good  than  injury;  and  eotuddering  that  the  relief 
ot  the  salt  duty  is  permanent,  while  the  additional 
duties  are  but  temporary,  1  am  reconciled  Jo  Yote 
for  the  bill,  having  first  protested'  against  its  cb- 
jectionable  part^  that  1  may  not  in  futiiK  be 
pigged  to  vot«  ior  the  further  impesitioa  of  tlie 
netional  dudes. 

Mr.  Dara. — I  concur  with  my  friend  from  Mac> 
saohuiCtts  (Mr.  ftciKCT)  in  the  opinion,  that  a  re- 
duction of  the  duty  on  salt  would  be  more  proper 
than  a  total  repeal.  According  to  my  apprebensiiMi 
of  the  subject,  a  modertite  duty  on  ealt  ought  n«M 
to  be  Gatuidered  as  generally  oppressive  altboogti 
it  may  be  thought  burdensome  in  certain  pant  of 
tbe  country.  CoosideriDg  tbe  present  sltte  of 
our  revenues,  I  wonld  reduce  tbe  dttty  on  salt ;  for 
I  think  the  sum  of  twenty  cents  per  bnihel  to  be 
more  than. the  average  rate~af  duly  on  the  great 
mass  of  imports.  Various  astictes,  indeed,  m 
subjected  to  much  heavier  duties;  bat  they  are 
such  as  have  less  claim  to  relief.  In  a  fi«nneial 
yi^w  of  the  subject,  a  reduction  of  tbe  duty  ob 
salt  appears  preferable  to  a  repeal,  as  it  would  be 
favorable  to  an  equklisation  of  impost.  Tlie  reei- 
duary  portion  on  salt  would  authoriie  a  reduction 
of  duties  on  other  article*  wUeh  are  ia  geoenl 


clafsee  of  ariiclesj  v 

'  '     '  ofthe  cominiiiiity,! 

equally  the  relief  from  taxation. 


Uboriog  porti 


K  which  are  consumed  by  the 
If  the  commiiiity,  would  ojperale 


But  the  popular  atientioa  has  been  so  atrooglj 
attracted  towardt  a  repeal  o(  the  duty  ob  ssU,  WH 
has  been  rendered  to  much  the  theme  of  popnlar 
regard,  that  I  have  do  expectation  that  an^  eoiMtt 
would  now  persuade  the  House  to  decide  in  favor 
of  such  an  equalisation  of  inuMNtt  at  appears  to 
be  proper,  whether  we  regard  the  principles  ot 
finance  or  the  relief  of  the  people.  (Joder  exist- 
ing circnmstaBoes,  a  total  repeal  of  the  salt  dutr, 
ot  no  relief  trom  taxatioa,  is  the  ahercatire,  tm 
which  our  rotes  are  required,  la  this  view  of 
the  subject,  my  opinion  is  deoided  to  vote  for  the 
repeal. 

Yet,  why  must  a  refMl  of  the  salt  duty  be  coa- 
neeted  with  the  imposition  of  additional  dotieaoffl 
other  articles  1  According  teibe  Secretary  of  tlw 
Treasury's  report  on  the  finance*,  of  the  5th  of  De- 
oember,1606,ihe  proceed*  of  the  additional  dvtioi, 
called  "  the  McdiierMaean  fiud,"  amoun^  to 
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more  than  a  miltJon  of  dollan  for  ooe  year.  Tb« 
prodwi  of  the  inipOBt  on  salt,  Tor  the  tame  year, 
WBE  Ihb  ^an  six  haadred  thontuid  dollaiB.— (S«e 
aouA.) 

The  bill  before  lb«  Hmho  ctmtaitu  ooe  section 
fbrrepealiDgibeMic  doty,  and  an  Other  aeelion  for 
coDtinuiDg  the  Mediterranean  fund.  Id  other 
wOrdfl,  il  propoMS  to  relieTe  the  people  from  a 
speciSe  duty,  amoanting  io  aboM  half  ^million  of 
hilars,  and  to  lay  upon  them  dv lies,  ad  ralorem, 
to  ibe  amoant  of  about  a  millioD. 

No  reasoDs  are  given,  o^ciajlj, 
tomesoffieieBt  for  lequiring  il^eae  addii 
ties.  As  one  of  the  ReiK«»e*iMiTei  of  the  p?i>- 
pk,  I  cannot  consi^r  it  my  iaottBibeDt  diHy  eub- 
miMiTely  to  acknowledge  the  iiMcisCible  force  of 
KxecBtiTG  argnmeataiion. 

Inihe  month  of  March,  1904,  after  theJosa  of 
the  Pbilutelphia  frigate,  on  tLie  eoast  of  Tripoli, 
an  aot  vas  passed onder  the  title  of  "An  act  fn^ 
ther  to  protect  the' commerce  and  seatDCOof  the 
United  States  aghiiHt  the  Barbary  Powers.  By 
the  Unix  section  of  this  act,  all  infports  subject  to 
doiies,  ad  -valorem,  were  charged  with  the  addi- 
tional dntiesof iwoandahatfperceatum.  These 
aew  duties  were  imposedexprcMly  forth*  pnrpoe« 
of  defraying  the  eipenses  of  oaTal  attaamenls  and 
warlike  operaiioos  ageinst  TrrpoU,  ot  any  other 
Power  of  Barbary  which  ehoald  make  ^aracainat 
the  United  Stales,  and  for  the  purpose  «f  defray- 
ing otheT  expenses  which  might  be  incident  to 
the  intercourse  -ffith  the  Barbary  i*owers.  The 
second  -section  required  a  diitinot'  accouat  to  be 
kept  of  these  additional  duties  the  proceed*  of 
which  were  to  be  denominated  "the  Uediterra- 
nean  food,"  and  to  be  apt>t'«l  «>'«ly  ">  ""«  P«»- 
poses  designated  by  the  aet.  The  same  eeciion 
contained  a  Kmitalion,  by  which  the  whole  of  Ihi, 
additional  impost  was  to  ceaee  at  the  cstpiraiioi, 
of  three  months  after  the  conoltuioD  of  pnee  ifith 
Tripoli,  nntess  the  Dniied  Staltee  ibonld  then  be 
at  war  with  any  other  of  fte-fc»b«ry  Puwwe. 

During  the  last  session  of  Coogreai,  a  Treaty 
of  Peace  with  Tripoli  was  ralifiefl,  and  no  other 
Barbary  Powerwae  at  war  with  ihe  United  States. 
Of  conne,  alt  the  additional  duties  were  soon  to 
cease,  by  the  terms  of  the  act  which  imposed 
them.  But,  it  may  be  recollected,  dariin|  the 
same  sessioa,  there  was,  in  this  eountry,  a  Turk, 
called  Ihe  Tunbiaa  Mmister.-  He,  it  seems,  for 


Note  A, 
Product  of  dn^  of  two  and  a  half  per  cent.,  dming  the 

year  1800 9I,D3e,iW  SO 

PndMt  of  duty  of  tBtM  end  shelf  par 

cent,  retained  on  drawback    -        -  B,S47  7S 

Pndacl  of  extra  duty  of  ten  per  cent. 

on  Bwrdkaadiee,  imported  in  Ineign    - 
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semecvase,  thought  proper  to  sayeometbiDg  about 
a' present  for  the  Bey  of  Tunis,  and  about  a  war 
in  case  of  refusal.  On  the  14th  of  April,  1806,  the 
Presidani  of  the  United  States  made  a  conmaai- 
eatioo  la  Congress,  relative  to  the  affair,  and  rela- 
tire  to  the  Mediterranean  fund.  The  Message  of 
the  President  -was  in  these  terms : 
"  "DaHng  the  HcK^de  of  Tripoli,  by  the  sanadron  of 
the  United  8t&tes,  a  sbuU  cruiser,  under  ttie  flag  of 
Tnnifl,  wid)  two  pirse*,  ell  of  bifling  Tsloe,  attempled 
U>  enter  Tripoli,  wsi  torned  back,  warned,  end  atiempt- 
ing  a^ein  to  enter,  was  taken  and  detained  tspriie  by 
the  iqaednm.  Her  reetitDtian  was  claimed  b;  the  Bey 
of  Tnnie,  with  a  Ibrest  of  war,  in  terms  so  senoni  that, 
onwitfadnwing  &om  Ihe  Uodcade  of  Tripoli,  the  com- 
mendinf  <d&cer  of  the  sqnadrsB  thoaght  it  his  dnty  t» 
rapair  to  Tnnia  with  hie  sqeateHi,  and  10  reqtiire  a  cat- 
•goeieal  declentioa,  whether  peee*  or  war  wee  imend- 
ad.  TheBey.  peeiirred  explaaing  himself  by  an  Aa^ 
beMadwt  to  the  United  fitatee,  who,  04  hie  KtiTa), 
I  ■mil  ml  the  retpieat,  that  thevesMl  and  har  priiea 
•lunM  be  reetored.  It  wai  deeesed  proper  to  give  this 
pMof  of  frieadibip  to  the  B«,  and  the  Ambasiador 
wu>  mfonned  the  vvmI  would  be  restored." 

"  Afterweida  he  made  a  reqaiiition-of  naval  stores  to 
be  aent  to  iha  Bey,  in  order  to  secure  a  peace  for  the 
term  ofthree  yeera,  with  s  threat  of  wu-  ifieftued.  It 
has  been  refused ;  end  the  AmbuiBidoi  is  about  to  de- 
put,  without  receding  from  his  (lirest  or  demand." 

"  Under  these  circumetaDcea,  and  eonaidering  thet 
the  several  provisioiiB  of  the  act  of  March  twenty* 
fifth,  one  thottsand  eight  hundied  and  four,  will  cease, 
in  consequence  of  the  ratiAeatioB  of  the  Treaty  of 
Peace  widi  Tripoh,  now  edvBcd  and  eonaented  to  by 
the  Senate,  I  have  thought  it  my  dn^  to  communieaM 
ttiMe  &eta,  in  oedn' that  Congrea*  may  conwIeT  the  M- 
psdlenoy  *f  eratiBntng  the  eame  pravMOiM  tm  a  fim- 
■mI  tisM,  or  makiagothan  eqoisafeBt" 

After  Coiqiress  bad  reeeived  this  Message,  tb« 
Jrsi  aeetion  of  the  act,  that  which  impeeed.  tb» 
additional  datiea  ad  Yidorem,  was  continued  in 
force.  The  chi^  effect  of  the  threat  mentioned 
in  the  Uessage  seems  to  bare  beeo  the  addition 
of  about  a  mniloD  of  dollars  10  the  rereaua.  Aa 
to  anything  ftirtber,  Ihe  threat  was  eo  little  ro- 
garded^,  that  yen  did  net  Totaecaraw  enough  to 
enable  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  send  a  ralier- 


ing    . 

By  tbetetmsof  ^aetcoatinwngtbeadditieo- 
at  duties,  they  are  to  eeaae  at  the  elo^  vf  the 
present  session  of  Coogress.  And  agaiu,  we  are 
called  upon  to  continue  them  until  the  end  of  ano- 
ther session.  Yet,  there  is  no  war  nor  menaceof 
war  with  any  of  the  piratical  States  of  Barhsry. 
What  other  reasons  are  now  assigned  for  contin- 
uing the  additional  dutiesi  And,if  they  are BliJl 
to  be  leried,  why  is  this  to  be  done  onder  the  name 
of  "  Aa  act  furtiier  to  protect  the  commerce  and 
seamen  of  the  United  States  against  the  Barbary 
PowersT"  They  are  no  longer  appropriated  for 
the  purposes  df  such  protection. 

The  o£cid  reasooa  for  cooiinning  these  dudes, 
are  to  be  found  in  the  communications  of  the  Sec* 
retary  of  the  Treasury  or  the  President  of  the 
United  Statu.  On  the  18th  of  December,  1806, 
Ihe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  addressed  a  letter 
on  this  subject  to  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
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"  If  no  odin  eipesMi  wbrnlevtr  ihall  be  incnmd, 
bat  BDch  M  are  alirady  nctotU^  ■athorite^  '■7  ''"t  oei- 
thar  the  lalt  tat  dot  the'  Mediternnean  fundus  uij 
loog^O'  wanted.  The  ^iropriet;  af  contumiiis  the  lait- 
nentioned  fund  tax  a  hmited  tune  might  be  dedded  b^ 
coDiiderationa  coiuiBclad  with  the  political  ntDation  of 
Ihe  United  States.  FoiiliioDl;topro«idefOTtheapeedj 
paymniit  of  any  coDtemplated  acquiaitvo  of  tenitoiy, 
without  creating  a  new  debt,  or  in  caae  of  war,  that  the 
fund  can  be  wanted.  UnJei  exiating  dicumatancea,  I 
ahoold  think  it  conitalent  With  prudence  to  continue  it 
for  one  year  longei." 

Here  it  is  proper  to  correei  an  euor  in  the  ob- 
•erratioDs  which  I  had  the  honor  of  submitting 
10  the  Home  yesterday.  On  a  hiatTperusal  m 
the  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  X^eaaorr,  1. 
kad  inpposed  that  these  addiiional  duties  might 
be  wanted  aa  a  fond  towards  diacbarging  the  ex- 
traordinary two  millicins  of  dolJart,  appropriated 
in  conclave  during  the  last  seaaion  of  Congreai. 
This  opinion  was  erroneous;  and  I  owe  it  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treaaurjr  to  correct  the  «Tror. 
Id  a  more  attenlive  eiaminattoo  of  bia  letter,  it 
appears  that  this  addiiional  revenaeis  not  wanted 
asa  ftind  towards  defraying  any  expense  already 
actually  authorized  by  law.  The 'expenditure  of 
the  two  millioDs  was  aciuajly  authorized  by  a  law 
of  the  laei  session.  And  it  appears,  from  the  Sec^ 
retory's  report  op  the  finances,  ihat  pcoTiEioa  i: 
already  made  for  satisfying  the  whole  of  this  ex 
traordmary  chatgeon  the  Treasury.  So  that  the  ad- 
ditional impost  is  not  waoled  at  all,  on  account  of 
Bztraordinary  foreiga  iotereourse,  unless,  indeed, 
th««  should  be  a  demand  for,  perhaps,  a  miiiron 
(ifdollani,in  ready  money,  to  be  added  to  the  two 
nillioos  Toted  at  the  last  aesaioa.  Aa  I  did  not 
assent  to  chat  vote,  it  is  not  to  be  expected  thai  I 
should  consider  such  a  leaian  as  snfficieiit  for  the 
levyin;  of  additional  duties. 

In  the  Message  of  the  President  of  tba  Untted- 
'  Statea,  at  the  camqiencement  of  the  present  ses- 
sion, there  is  another  official  reason,  rernii  me, 
air,  to  read  that  part  of  the  Meuage  to  which  I 


"  The  dntiea  oompaMng  i 
eeaae,  bj  law,  at  the  and  of  the  present  session.  Con- 
sideiinf ,  howsTar,  that  they  are  leriad  chieflj  on  luxu- 
riss,  and  that  we  ha>e  an  impoat  on  aalt,  aneceustyof 
life,  the  free  use  of  which  ii  otherwise  so  important,  I 
reconunend  to  jour  conaideratioa  the  ■uppreawm  of  tike 
dutiea  on  nUt,  and  the  continuation  of  Uie  Mediterra- 
nean (iind,  iiutsad  thereof,  for  a  abort  time,  after  which 
that  also  will  become  unoeceeaaiy  for  any  pnrpoae  now 
within  contemplation." 

The  rnsoQ  here  assigned,  is,  that  of  a  sumpln- 
ary  law  for  taxing  luxuries.  Although  some  of 
the  articles  paying  duties  ad  valorem  may,  per- 
haps, be  deemed  such,  it  seems  to  be  at  least 
Juesiionable.  whether  they  ought  generally  ID  be 
enominated  luxariea,  unless  we  are  to  understand 
the  term  in  a  sense  materially  difierent  from  the 
nsual  acceptation. 

la  the  month  of  December,  1801,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasnty  noade  a  lepoit  to  Congress,  in 


pursuance  of  the  act  supplementary  to  the  aet, 
entitled  "An  act  to  establish  the  Treasury  De- 


States.  One  of  them  is  a  UMe  of  dtttiet,  oa  mer- 
chandise imported.  By  recurring  to  this  table, 
we  may  be  assisted  in  forming  a  judgment,  whe- 
ther the  articles  paying  dunes  ad  Talorem  are 
chiefly  liixuries,  or  wbethei  they  are  chieBy,  not 
Dttly  conrpnient,  but  rendered  necesaary  by  habit- 
ual use.  and  by  a  regard  to  the  deoenciea  of  civil- 
ized lile. 

The  imports  are  arranged  under  three  head^— 
ajliclet  fite  of  duty,  articlet  pa^mg  dutia  ad 
valorem,  and  artuJfitpatiitgapeaficdutiM.  Th« 
duties  ad  valorem  are  stated  at  various  rates — 
twenty  percent.,  fifteen  percent.,  and  twelve  and 
■  half  per  cent.  To  all  ibes^^tes  of  duty,  there 
has  been  the  addition  of  two  and  a  half  per  cent., 
upder  the  act  of  March,  1804.  Formerly,  twelve 
and  a  half  per  cent,  was  the  lowest  rale ;  oot  since 
that  act  went  iutv  operation,  no  articles  pay.inc 
duties  ad  valorem  are  charged  with  lesa  than  &!• 
teen  per  cent.  Accordingly,  if  you  examine  the 
last  statement  of  duties  and  drawbacks  for  three 
successive  years,- as  laid  before  the  House  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  you  wilt  find  no  entry, 
iii  the  year  1805.  for  duties  received  at  the  rate  of 
twelve  and  a  hall'  per  cent,  ad  valorem.  But  you 
will  find  the  old  twelve-and-a-half  and  the  nevr 
twD'and-a-half  combined,  in  a  duty  of  fifteen  pei 
cent.,  and' amouDling  to  aboutsix  milliansof  dol- 
lars. After  ded ucting' the  lira  w back  of  duties  for 
the  same  year,  the  net  revenue  dmved  from  this 
source  was  five  miUion8.-~(See  note  B.) 

-If  ^ntlemen  have  attentitely  eitamined  the 
financial  policy  which  has  been  pursued  in  this 
country  with  respect  to  former  duties  on  importL 
[hey  must  knotvit  has  bees.a  general  principle  of 
the  eyaiem  lo  lay  only  the  loweat  rate  of  impoat 


ad.  valorem  upon  articles  of  necessary 
cles  coBsnmea  by  the  great  maaa  of  tree  popula- 
tion ;  articles  not  chiely  used  by  the  rich,  the 
elurant,  the  fashionable,  or  Ihe.prodigaL 

The  articles  charged,  with  the  lowest  duties  ad 
valorem  appear,  from  the  Secretary's  uUe  of  du- 
ties, to  consist  priucipaHy  of  manufactures  of 
wool,  cotton,  silk,  hemp,  ^ax,  and  wood.  They 
are  coiefly  liiieDs,  cottons,  woollen*  of  various  de- 
■crjptiona,  and  comprehending  the  ordinary  at 


NoTi  B. 
Ib  the  year  i8t».  Dotisa  rec'd.  DiawfaM^ 

payable. 
On  meiehandiae  paying  dn^ 

'Sfteen  par  cent  -  .93,763,800  tSSt.lH 
serchandiae  paying  dn^  at 
tieen  and  a  Wf  per  cent, 
a  tenth  beinc  added  in 
les  of  impoTtaiion  in  fcr- 
mveaaeb  -  338,639      ISl.SM 


«S,I81,33«  9986,406 


B  ttm  the  lowest  dntiea  ad 
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CMTH  fabtio*  which  «re  worn  bjr  the  Ubonng  and 
indUBtiious  pofuoni  of  ibo  commnniiy.  These 
are  ariicles  of  iodispeDnbte  iwe,  qdIbm  penoos  are 
to  lire  in  society  like  the  cattle  in  the  Beldi,  or 
like  Ifte  Blares  in  aome  parw  of  the  West  ladies. 

The  articles  in  question  are  so  geoerally  regard- 
ed a*  articles  of  first  aeceseily,  they  are  sO  mach 
wanted  by  the  great  body  of  the  community,  the 
consumption  fsjouoiversal,  that  [heimpoBionthem 
for  a  single  year  giYes  a  net  prodnct  of  &re  mil- 
lion) of  doUats.  In  estimated  value,  the  articles 
liable  to  the  several  duties  ad  Tttlorem  constitute 
about  one  half  of  all  our  imporis.— (See  note  C.) 

If  the  pbjec't  of  the  PreaidCQl'a  ^ecommendatlo^ 
was  iha  t  of  a  sumptuary  law,  if  we  coniiuue  the 
additional  duties  upon  this  principle,  we  must  ciJn- 
tidei  tlae  aiticlea  of  ordinary  clothing  as  luxu- 
ries ;  we  miist  act  upon  the  supposition  thai  CTery- 
thing  w  4  luxury  wiuch  is  ootabsolotcly  essen- 
tial to  the  support  of  animal  eifstence.  Som« 
idea  of  this  tort  ha«  been  formerly  adTanced,  I 
think,  by  ilftrndwiy*,  io  his  "  Fable  of  the  Bees." 
If  such  was  the  President's  meaning  m  speaking 
of  the  duties  ad  valorem, aa  being  levied  chietty  on 
luxnriea,  we  are  presented  with  an  innovation  in 
langnase  uitder  ibe  form  of  official  informaiinn. 
Is  this  lo  be4«oogai>ed  as  a  reason  for  taxing  the 
great  body  of  the  community?  Such  are  the  ^- 
cial  reasons  for  additional  laiaiion.  Do  we  find 
any  reason  for  il  in  the  measures  adopted  by  Con- 
gress at  the  present  session  7  As  yel,  HO  legisla- 
tive act  has  been  passed  for  aathoriziog  any 
expenditures  which  can   rAjuire  the  addiiioaal 

Indeed,  sir,  it  is  not  a  little  extraordinary  that 
we  are  called  upon  to  tax  the  people,  while  we 
are  invited  to  consider  a  project  for  expending 
futnre  surplusses  of  revenue,  a  project  to(  pre- 
venliog  Bccomulations  of  money  in  in*  Treasui'y, 
In  pursuance  of  (his  recommeudaiion,  a  select 
committee  of  teventeeo  ha*  been  ajqumted. 


is  a  committee  for  considering  measures  by  which 
the  surplnt  revenue  may  be  absorbed.  A  gentle- 
man  from  Vermont  (Mr.  Elliot)  has  called  ii 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  No.  2.  The 
chairman  of  it  ia  the  geoileman  from  Massachu- 
•etu,  who  baa  spoken  several  times  about  (he 
daty  on  salt,  (Mr.  BmwHLu)  As  yet,  wo  have 
BO  rep«t  front  ibis  committee  of  absorption ;  nor 
do  I  leanr  that  a  qaoram  has  ever  been  aa- 
■embled. 


without  limitation  of  lime.  In  a  question  between 

paying  a  million  of  dollars  for  one  year,  and  an 

annuity  of  half  a  miilion  in  perpetuity,  it  is  avi- 

dent,  the  payment  of  a  million  will  be  the  cheap- 

',  in  the  result.    If  no  relief,  as  to  the  salt  duty. 

a  be  had  on  any  other  terms,  if  we  are  reduced 

the  necessity  of  making  this  sortof  bawain  for 

the  people  or  leaving  them  to  pay  the  halimillion 


But  will  not  the  tax  be  called  for  anin?    It 

ems  to  be  continued  with  aingidar  facility  from 
yeartoyeaf.  Without  adequate  official  reasons; 
without  appropriations  to  require  it ;  without  the 
disAussioD  iMually  had  in  casesof  less  moment; 
or,  perltaps,  some  intimation ;  far  some  causa  not 
distinctly  eiplaioed;  year  t^er  year^  nnder  a 
spflcions  form  of  words,  memben  of  this  Hoom 
are  found  ready  lo  -pass  a  bill  for  levfing  these 
additional  duties. 

When  the  further  eonlinnation  of  additional  du- 
ties is  spoken  of  asameunreofprecauiioo,  lean 
understand  the  general  force  of  the  obaervation  as 
relative  lo  the  exigencies  of  our  situation.  I  ad- 
mit its  validity,  if  understood  with  reference  to 
providing  means  ol  defence.  In  the  present  con- 
vulsed state  of  ihft  world,  while  the  hoaiiliiies  be- 
tween foreign  Powers  have  such  extensive  con- 
srauencea;  amidst  controversies  which  seriouslf 
afiect  our  external  relations ;  amidst  rumors  (U 
extraordinary  tnovements  within  our  own  borders; 
after  all  the  urj^eai  applications  for  a  more  protec- 
tive •ysteni'Vith  respect  to  a  portion  of  the' coun- 
try peculiarly  situated,  and  of  eminent  importance 
10  ouc  commerce  and  revenue,  where  adequate 
piovisiop  for  -the  defence  of  a  single  StAte  would 
form  a  barrier  for  various  other  States;  under 
riew  of  affairs  abroad  and  at  home,  I  would 
give  no  cause  for  the  reproach  of  withholding  the 
nroper  supplies.    When  the  safely,  the  honor,  the 

ibercy,'Ot  my  country,  are  concerned,  I  deem  it 
my  doty,  as  a  member  of  this  House,  to  vote  snp- 


I  admit  the  force  of  the  observation  made  by  a 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  J.  Cij,t.)  that 
Ae  praposed  contiauaiioo  of  the  additional  duti 


tntleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  J.  Cij,t. 
_ie  praposed  contiauaiioo  of  the  additional  i 
i*  temporary,  and  that  ihe  impost  on  salt  is  laid 


payiiw 


otgoods 
I  dntlas 


Eties  corresponding  lo  the  exigencies  of  the  ti 
n  such  cases,  if  the  cause  requires  pecuniary 
1,1  disdain  to  act  ihe  niggard.  However 
unpopular,  however  odious  it  piighi  be  for  the 
moment  to  impose  uxes,  I  ought  to  prefer  the  pnb- 
lic  interest  to  popular  prejudice.  Provision  for 
the  common  defence  is  a  momentous  subject  of 
deliberation;  it  ia  a  subject  on  which  we  may 
have  yet  lo  act.  With  a  view  to  efficacious  mea- 
sures of  security,  I  can  admit  the  proprieiv  of 
voting  to  coniinue  the  additional  duties.  They 
will  add  a  miUioa  to  the  revenue. 

With  these  seDiimeats,  I  purpose  to  vote  for  the 
bill  on  your  uhle ;  although,  without  the  addi- 
tional duties,  the  Treasury  statements  authorize 
us  to  expect  a  surplus  of  three  millioas,  after  sat- 
isfyiog  all  the  estimates  of  expenditures  for,  the 
cur^nt  year.  According  to  my  view  of  the  sub- 
ject, the  observations  of  ray  friend  from  Delaware 
iMr.  Bbooh)  have  fully  established  this  position, 
ndeed,  he  has  been  so  far  from  exceeding  what 
the  Treasury  documents  will  warrant,  that,  in  m  j 
■rocakouion]  he  might  fiurly  hare  argued  that 
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there  would  be 
tbii  idea,  mad  in  kadition  to  irhit  he  bii  laid,  it 
mar  be  remarked,  that  (he  Sesreiaty  of  the  Trcas- 
Diy  ha*  taken  the  reveoiie-for  I^e  carrear  year  at 
an  ectimste  clearl;  within  limits.    It  is  not  ion- 

Cbable  that  the  surplat  will  be  at  least  one  mtl- 
I  more  than  has  been  mentioQed  by  mf  friend 
from  Delaware;  Aeeoiding  to  the  Secretary's 
report,  ttia  Tereniie  of  [be  cBBloias,  after  dedoM- 
iiff  tbe  product  of  the  additional  duties,  maf  be 
safetf  ettimaled  at  thirteen  millioosof  dollars,  a 
len  sum  than  accrued  doiing  the  year  1805,  after 
nwUng  a  similar  dedoation. .  And  we  learn  from 
the  tame  rqmrt,  that  the  net  levaane  of  the  three 
fimt  qnariFtft  of  the  year  1806,  exceeds  that  of  ike 
eorreeponding  quarter*  of  the  y«Kr  1905. 

The  probalile  increase  of  the  reveane  may  be 
inferred  from  anotbar  eonsideratioD.  In  oooee- 
qoenee  of  the  orediu  allowed  for  duties  of  the 
eostomt,  it  ii  well  known  thtt  the  receipt*  of  the 
Treasury,  for  any  g^ren  year,  depend  eseentlally 
on  the  amount  of  Imfwrtations  daring  the  year 
preeedin^.  On  examiaing  the  list  Treasury  ataie- 
ment  of  importations,  they  will  be  found  to  have 
constderabty  exceedea  those  of  former  years. 

TheM  are  some  of  the  reacons  which  induce  me 
to  believe,  that  the  revenue  will  be  iocreaMd  at 
letst  a  million  of  dollars,  if  not  a  million  and  a 
half  or  two  miUioat,  and  perhaps  to  a  greater 
amount.  I  am  the  more  eonfinned  in  thi*  opin- 
ion, when  I  reflect  that  the  leneipt*  at  the  Ttvas- 
nry  bare  genenlly,  if  not  uniformly,  exceeded  the 
estimates  of  rcTenne  presented  to  Congress  from 
the  Tfeaiury  Departmenb  Such  is  the  peeuliar 
sitnalion  of  our  conntry  and  tfce  increase  of  its 
lewmicea,  and  tiich,  of  coDseqaence,  the  progress 


eftleulatioas  tubmilied  to  the  Legislaiufe,  We 
iDB^r  therefore  regard  it  as  probable  that,  after  sat- 
ifiying  tiKonlinary  estimate*,  ihe-aurpliu  of  rer- 
•ooefor  iheearrent  year,  inolodiDg  the  prodoei 
ot  the  KdditioBal  datiea,  will  exceed  five  million* 
ofdoUue. 

With  aneh  ample  means,  it  ma^  be  hoped  that 
nme  raeaaurea  will  be  adopted,  with  a  riew  to  an 
adequate  system  of  defence. 

The  question  was  now  taken  that  the  said  bill 
io  paM,  and  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative — 
yeas  122,  nays  5,  as  follows : 

YsM— Evan.  Alsxsnder,  Willn  Alston,  jiia.,lMec 
Andorson,  John  ArdMr,  Qavid  Bsrd,  Joseph  Batko, 
Bnrwell  Busatt,  Qeorge  M.  Bedhiger,  Silsa  Betton, 


Thomas  Blount,  James  M.  Broom,  Robert  Brown,  John 
Boyle,  William  A.  Bnnrell,  WUIUm  Batler,  Georf* 
W.  Campbell,  John  Campbell  Levi  Casey,  John 
Ghandlar,  Mar&  (^ttenden,  Jdin  Claibome,  Joseph 
Clay,  Matthew  Clays  George  Clhlt«n,  Jan.,  Frederick 
Connd,  Leonnd  Coviagion,  Richard  Cutis,  Samael 
W.  Dana,  Em  Daibj,  John  DaTenport,  junior,  John 
Dawson,  WiUiam  Dickaon,  Thsoddn  Dwi^  Bliaa 
Earie,  Peter  Eariy,  Jamea  Elliot,  Caleb  EUu,  Ebena- 
ler  Ehnei,  Wiiliam  Ely.  John  W.  Bppest  WHItaia 
PindlBy,  James  Fi^  Jcdm  Powlar,  Jamts  H.  Oamett, 
Chattia  OeUMbotvtt^,  Bdwm  Oray,  Andrew  e*SK> 


Klaa  Bebey,  John  Hamilton,  Sedi  Hasting*,  WiUiam 
HehBs,  James  HeDsod,  Dand  Holmea,  David  Hon^ 
John  G.  Jackten,  Waltir  Jone*,  James  Kellr,  ThoniM 
Kenan,  Ndumiah  Kuriit,  John  Lwnbut,  Joesph 
Lewis,  junior,  Hsnry  W.  Livingston,  Edward  Lloyd, 
Matthew  Ljva,  Dnnoan  MacFailsnd,  Robert  Marion, 
Joeiah  Masleca,  David  Meriwether,  Thonaa  Moors, 
Jenmiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moeely, 
Jeremiah  Nalaoo,  Boger  Nelson,  ThomasNewtonijon., 
Gidsoa  Olin,  Thnothy  Pilkin,  junior,  John  Pmter, 
John  Pugh,  John  Randolph,  Thomas  M.  Randolrii, 
John  Kea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Ja- 
cob  Richards,  John  SuHeU,  Peter  SaiUy,  Tbomsa  8am- 
mon*,  Tbomis  Sandford,  Martin  Q.  Sc^uneman,  Ebe- 
neier  Seaver,  James  Sloan,  Dennis  Smell,  John  Umili«, 
John  Smith,  Samnal  Smith,  Henry  Boathard,  Richsrd 
Stanfiud,  Joseph  Stanton,   Willum   Stsdman,  Lewis 

B.  Stnnrai,  Samuel  I^Mai^  Benjamin  T^llmadge. 
Bamas]  Teanej^  David  Thomas,  Plm^  R.  Thompson, 
Thomas  W  lliompson.  Oil  Tra^,  Abrsm  Trigs, 
Killian  K.  Van  Ranssslasr,  Joemih  B.  Vamnm,  Dutiel 

C.  Verplaneh,  MaMhsw  Wdlon,  John  WhitehiU,  Rob- 
ert Whilahill,  David  R.  Williams,  Msnnadnke  Wii- 
lismst  Alex  amdar  Wilson,  Joecnh  Winston,  and  Thomaa 

Nais — Isaisii  L.  Grreen,  Gordon  S.  MomGird,  Josiah 
(^>7,  Eli^alM  Wiekes,  snd  Nalbsn  William*. 
PimiSHMEKT  OF  CRIMES. 
The  House  took  up  ihe  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill   providine  for  the 
ishment  of  certain  crimes  against  the  United 


>  the  first  section 


States. 

The  ameadmenis  proposed  t 
were  agreed  to. 

The  whole  of  the  second  section  was  struck  out. 

On  agreeing  to  the  new  aecttoQ,  proposed  by 
Mr.  BiDWBLL,  Mr.  Elliot  spoke  at  considerable 
lensth  aniust  it— when  the  House  adjoarn^ 
wilnoul  deciding  upoq  it. 

Webxibdat,  Jannaiy  14. 

Mr.  BoTLB,  fj-om  the  Committee  on  the  Pnblis 
Lands,  who  were  instructed  by  a  resolution  Of  tb« 
House,  of  the  ninth  iostant,  "to  inquire  into  tli« 
expediency  of  ofiering  for  sale  the  pnUic  lands 
situate  between  the  United  States'  mihtarr  tract 
ud  the  Conaeeticnt  Reserrej  to  which  the  Indian 
title  bat  been  exiinguisbed,''pre*entedabill  mak- 
ing proTision  for  the  disposal  of  Ihe  fiabtie  lands 
situated  between  the  United  Sutes  military  Imot 
and  the  Connectiet^t  Reserve,  end  for  other  pnr- 
^ises ;  which  was  read  twice  and  eommitted  to  n 
Commitiee  of  the  Whole  an  Friday  next. 

Hr.  Eahlt,  fVom  the  Counnittee  of  Comnerae 
and  ManufactoTB^  prnented  a  bill  aothorixing 
the  erection  of  cermin  light-hooaes  and  (he  fixing 
of  stakes,  buoys,  and  beacons,  at  certain  plaeee 
Ihwain  named;  whiph.was  rend  twice  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  tlie  Wbole  on  Monday 

AMotoA  Thai  the  Ooounbtaa  of  CommaiM 
nod  Biaouhctures  be  instraaied  to  inquire  inio 
the  eipedieney  of  eztendinc  to  (he  revenue  dia- 
tric(*  on  Lake  Btie,  aad  witiin  the  State  ef  Ohio, 
the  provisions  of  an  aet,  entitled  "An  aet  to  ex- 
tend jurisdiction  in  certaia  eases  to  Slate  Jud^ 
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PUNISHMENT  OF  CERTAIN  CRIMES. 
Tlie  Hoose  renimed  the  consideration  or  the 
report  of  ihe  Coomtittee  of  the  Whole,  on  the 
UU   providing  ifbr   Ibe  punishment , of  cerluo 
crimes  igaioM  the  United  States. 

The  Committee  reitorted  an  additional  section, 
IntrodQMd  bjr  Mr.  BiDWBu.,Ba  follow*: 

Sac.  6.  And  be  Ufiaiher  mecitd,  l^t  if  uij  per- 
■•n,  f>r  wboM  ke^Hng  of  Aa  pMcssnd  b«iiK  of  good 
baha*i)wr^  ■  reeogniniiee  iluU  haraafter  be  entered 
into,  in  ponaaBca  of  llie  laws  of  the  United  Statei, 
■halt  witlioat  the  limito  of  die  United  Stale*,  caii7  on, 
or  aid  in  canTing  on,  ar  begin,  oi  set  on  foot,  oi  pro- 
vide or  prepare  the  means  of  a  raihtaryieipedltionor 
eataipriie  agauut  any  fbrsipi  Prioea  or  State  at  peace 
with  Ihe  Umled  Btatasi  aoc^  ncogntnncD  shall  tnere- 
bj  be  fixfaitsd. 

Mr.  Dana  opposed  thfe  sectioD.  It  went  to 
[onish  acts  done  without  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  Stales,  and  within  Uie  terriiorial  limits 
(^  foreign  Powers.  The  section  was  also  patiial 
in^ta  opentioD,  comprehending  one  class  of  men, 
ud  excludiflg  all  others.  It  operates,  said  Mr.  D-, 
only  on  those  who  have  given  a  recognisance  to 
keep  the.  peace  and  be  of  good  behaviour. .  If  it 
ii  proper  toi>uiiiih  sui>h  oetj  at  all,  everjr  person 
Dught  to  receive  the  same  measure  of  juariA. 

The  United  States  are  not  responsible  for  the 
condnot  of  their  citizens  while  under  the  terri- 
torial juiiadiction  of  foreign  Powers.  Bver^  na- 
tion id  responsible  for  the  acts  of  ihose'cittzrais 
who  ue  within  its  own  limits.  Our  citizens  mij 
engagein  the  serTice  of  foreign  Powers  at  war, 
without  violating  oor  neatralily.  Such  has  been 
Ihe  well  known  usage  in  £ntope.  Thia'section 
contains  s  prinoipte  Dnprae«deitted,and  before  an-, 
heard  of.    I  hope  it  will  not  be  agreed  to. 

Hr.  BinwBLb  replied.  He  thought  the  section 
eorreet  in  gaipciple,  and  important  to  be  adopted. 
It  was  caleitlalea  to  preaerre  the  peace  and  neu- 
ttalityof  the'Uoited  States  frtMn  being  endanger- 
ed bf  the  lawless  acta  of  unpriacifded.  eitixens. 
Mr.  B.  then  referred  to  a  law,  passed  in  1797,  to 
show  that  acta  committed  without  the  .limits  of 
Ike  Dolled  StMes,  had  been-coosidercd  as  proper 
objects  of  panishment. 

Mr.  BasLT  waa  decidedly hostilelothesaction. 
Anoong  other  ohgeciions,*  il'  went  to  destroy  com- 
plttely  therig^l  of  ezpalrialion. 

Hr.  BppBa  nored  to  stribs  ont  the  words 
"  wiihom  the  limits  of  the  United  States,"  and 

Soke  at  loagth  in  'snppoK-  of  the  motion.  He 
ODgfat  Ifakt  the  amendment  would  remove  the 
otrieetioBa  of  the  gmtleman  ftom  Connect icot, 
(Hr.  Dara,)  and  from  Oeorgia,  (Mr.  Eablt,) 
and  yet  preserve  something us^ul  in  the  sec'-'- 

Ur.  Alston  moved  to  recommit  the  sec , 

wkfa  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Bppeb. 
He  thonxht  the  Mciioa  oontatned  EomeihiDg  real- 
\y  valuable,  but  it  needed  considerable  modifica- 

Mr.  Dawaoif  opposed  the  recammilment. 
Hr.  Alston  replied. 

SthCoif.  SdSsss.— 11 


ELL  was  in  &T0(  of  recommit  men  U 
I  thought  the  section  so  radically  de- 


Mr.  Elliot  doabted  wlUther  the  motion  waa 

Mr.  Bin  WELL  n 

Mr.  Eablt  tho  ^ 
fective  that  do  modification  could  remove  the  ob- 
jections against  it. 

Mr.  Dana  spoke  at  length  against  the  principle 
of  the  section,  and  hence  infened  the  impropiiety 
of  recommitting. 

Hr.  Ai^TOM  replied  ;  when  the  question  of  Te> 
commitment  was  taken  and  lost — ayes  32. 

Hr.  Bppes  withdrew  his  amendment  and  pio> 
posed  another,  to  strike  oat  the  "laws  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,"  and  insert  the  words,  "act  in  addition 
to  an  act  for  the  panishment  of  eertain  Crimea 
against  the  Uaiten  States,  passed  on  5lh  June, 
17«." 

Mr.  Elliot  was  advene  to  all  amendmoits. 
He  hoped  the  leetion  wonld  be  wholly  rejected. 

The  motion  was  disagreed  to — ayes  16. 

The  question  ihen  recurred  on  agreeing  to  the 
section  as  reported  by  the  Committee  of  tha 
Whole. 

Dwig'ht. — I  have  no  wish  to  detain  the 

_ at  so  late  an  hour,  and  af^er  the  question 

has  been  so  thoroughly  discussed ;  bat,  viewing  the 
principle  cootatQed  in  the' amendment  as  ex- 
itemely  interesting,  aDd,  if  adopted,  as  ealcutattd 
to  produce  great  muchief.  I  cannot  be  contented 
with  giving  my  vole,  without  slating  ihe  reasons 


'nited  Stales  to  extend  the  ii 
of  their  laws  over  their  citizens  when  ont  of 
their  limits  and  within  the  jorisdictioo  of  a  for- 
eign QovernmeDt  has  been  sa  tisfaciwri  I  y  consid- 
ered by  my  colleague,  (Mr.  Dana,)  and  a  genile- 
from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Earlv,)  I  will  ontr 
-k,  generally,  that,  for  the  reasons  which 
;esl«d,  and  for  others  which  might 
,_  ._|  doubt  very  much  eithei  tho  neoei- 
propticty  of  such  a  meaiare. 

,  sir,  if  necessary  or  proper,  I  think  the  mode 

here  proposed  axtmnely  improper.  If  we  wish 
to  make  it  criminal'  in  onr  citizens  to  violate  the 
peace  of,  or  to  set  on  foot  measures  of  hostility 
against  foreign  nations  or  QoTenimenta,  let  lu 
tegin  by  deobring  it  criminal  by  a  direct,  expUdI 
law,  and  not  pursue  the  mode- here  attempted. 
Sir,  w«  are  legislating  at  the  wrong  and  of  & 
statute ;  we  ara  ixing  th«  pmiihment  without 
previously  dechirlDg  toe  crime.  What  objection 
there  possibly  TC  to  proceeding  in  the  com- 
mon tnod^  first  declaring  the  ofience  and  then 
prescribing  the  puniahmenl'?  But  the  honorable 
mover  of  this  amendment,  in  answer  to  an  objec- 
tion raised  by  my  colleague,  (Mr.  Dana,)  says, 
that  this  is  BO  ionovation  m  legislation ;  that  this 
is  the  common  mode;  that  this  section  ren- 
ders the  acts  mentioned  in  il  illegal,  and  that  il  is 
usual  to  define  the  offence;  and  prescribe  the  pun- 
ishment, in  the  same  section.  My  colleague,  sir, 
did  not,  and  certainly  I  shall  not  object  to  this 
section,  beoaose  it  coDinins  both  the  crime  and  the 
punishment.  Our  .objection  is,  that  it  contains  no 
offence,  it  defines  no  ciime.    Is  there  any  expru- 
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sioQ  in  this  BmeDdmeiit,  which  declares  any  thing 
to  be  erirainal?  If  there  be,  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman can  certainlf  point  me  to  it.  I  find  nOth- 
iag  like  it.  On  the  contrary,  we  are  only  told, 
"  tnat  if  any  penon  who  hu  become  bound  to 
'  keep  the  peace  and  be  of  good  behatiotii,  in  pur- 
'  tnance  of  the  laws  of  the  United  Stafei,  Mall, 
'  during  the  term  of  bit  rect^nisance,  without  the 
'  limits  of  the  United  States,  carrv  on,  or  aid  ic 
'  carrying  on,  or  begin,  or  set  on  foot,  or  providi 
■  or  prepare  the  means  for  a  military' expedition  oi 
'  enterprise  against  any  foreign  Prince  or  State  ai 
'  peac«  with  the  United  States,  such  recognisanct 
'  shall  be  forfeited."  Does  this  statute  antfaorize 
any  magistrate  or  court  to  require  sureties  of  any 
person  who'begins  or  itets  on  foot  such  military 
enterprise  1  No  such  proTiafon  ia  contained  in  It. 
la  there  any  law  of  the  United  States  that  gives 
such  authority  7  It  is  acknowledged  there  is  none. 
We  are  then  in  this  predicament :  As  the  lawB 
of  the-United  States  authorize  courts  and  magis- 
trates to  bind  persons  to  keep  the  peace,  and  be  of 
good  bebariour  within  the  Unitea  States,  we  are, 
by  this  ameodmepi,  about  to  declare  that,  for  acts 
done  within  the  limits  of  the  Doited  Stales  and 
not  prohibited  by  any  laws  of  the  United  Stales, 
the  recognisance  so  entered  into  by  the  man  and 
his  sureues,  shall  be  forfeited.  Does  not  this  plain 
and  concise  state  of  the  fact  show  that  this  is  the 
most  extraordinary  attempt  that  was  ever  made 
in  any  Legislature? 

Besides,  sir,  where  is  this  section  to  be  found  1 
What  is  the  title  of  the  bill  in  which  it  is  placed  1 
It  is  "a  bill  proTidius  for  the  punishment  of  cer- 
tain crimes  against  the  United  States."  It  b  a 
maxim,  that  every  man  in  the  community  is 
bound  to  know  the  law ;  that  is,  that  no  man  by 
pleading  ignorance  of  the  law,  can  juslify  or  ex- 
cuse a  breach  of  it  But,  while  the  justice  of  this 
maxim  is  admitted,  we  know  the  truth  to  be,  that 
a  vast  proportion  of  the  people  ar«  in  reality  igno- 
rant of  the  taw.  If  this  is  their  tnie  situation, 
and  there  can  be  no  donbt  that  it  is,  it  is  the  duty 
of  legislators  to  make  their  lawsas  plain,  explicit, 
and  Jatniliaras  possible,  that  men  .may  not  be  un- 
necessarilr  ensnared,  and  subjected  to  penalties 
and  punishments  for  acts  which  were  in  a  sense 
committed  innocently.  But,  sir,  would  a  person 
of  common  nndentanding  look  under  the  title  of 
this  statute  for  ibe  penalty  which  is  contained  in 
this  amendment  1  No  man,  however  well  infonn- 
ed,  would  search  here  for  anything  but  crimes 
B(^nit  the  United  Stales  an^  their  punishments; 
It  would  be  just  as  natural  to  look  in  any  other 
statute  in  Onr  book  as  in  this.  What,  then,  will 
he  the  situation  of,  hot  onlr  the  man  who  is  rer 
co^ited  nnder  the  general  laws  to  keep  the  peace 
within  the  United  States,  bull  of  his  sureties  1 
The^,  expecting  to  become  bound  for  the  good  be- 
haviour of  the  principal  at  home,  will  find  them- 
selves sflbjected  in  the  amonni  of  the  penalty  for 
acts  committed  abroad,  which  the  law  did' not 
notice,  and  the  recognisance,  did  not. mention. 
The  bond  not  having  been  taken  to  protect  the 
peace  of  a  foreign  country,  but  of  our  own,  ongfat 
not  to  be  forfeited  by  acts  against  the  peace  of  a 


foreign  country.  As  the  amendment  eslaUhhet 
the  contrary  principle,  I  think  it  highly  objection- 
able. 

I  object  to  this  amendment,  sir^  because  the 
question  cannotbe  tried.  No  intelligent,  apright, 
and  independent  court  will  ever  render  jad^ment 
against  a  man  and  his  sureties,  in  a  recognisance 
to  be  of  the  peace  and  gt>od  behaviour  widiinthe 
United  Buies,  when  the  bre«ch  is  laid  out  of  the 
United  States,  and  for  this  prainreasoDj  the-condi- 
tion  is  not  broKen.  No  tissue  can  be  joined  con- 
sistently with  any  rules  of  pleading  in  a  case  of 
ihissort.  Let  itoe  considered  for  a  momenL  An 
action  is  brought  to  recover  tbe  penalty  ina  recog- 
nisance. The  defendants  will  plead  that  they 
have  kept  and  pei^rmed  the  conditioui  (which, 
it  will  be  remembered,  is,  to  keep  the  peace,  and 
be  of  good  behaviour  within  the  United  States.) 
The  replication,  then,  must  allege  a  breach.  What 
will  ihi^  be?  That  (he  principal  in  the  recogni- 
sance has,  without  the  United  States,  b^on  (o  set 
on  ibot^and  aid  in  carrying  on  a  certain  military 
enterprise  against  tbe  Goveinutent  of  the  King  of 
Qreat  Britain,  ot  the  King  of  Spain.  This  would 
be  a  departure,  and  a  demurrer  must  etune.  The 
statute  will  be  ^lugalory  and  void,  and  no  court 
will  aid  in  its  execution. 

I  object  to  this,  amendment, 'becattse,  sir,  it  ex- 
tends  lis  reqch  to  all  countries.  I  know  gentlemen 
have  their,  eyes  on  couiilries  that  are  contiguous, 
whose  litnits  border  on  our  own.  But,  it  not  only 
comprebends  N6va  Scotia  and  Canada  on  the 
East  and  North,  Florida  and  Mexico  on  tbe  South 
and  West,  but  It  extends  to  the  utmost  bonnds  of 
the  earth.  It  protects  equally  the  peace  of  the 
Hotlentotsat  the  Cape  oi Qood  Hope,  as  it  does 
those  countries  which  are  at  our  doors. 

But,  sir,  it  not  only  extends  to  all  lands,  it  also 
comprehends  all  men  who  tread  beyond  the  limits 
of  the  United  States,  after  having  Men  previously 
bound  to  keep  the'  peace  in  this  country.  What 
will  be  the  situation  of  our  couotcyJUen,  when 
thus  embargoed  T  What,  sir,  will  be  the  condi- 
tion of  our  seamen,  whose  business  necessarily 
carries  them  into  foreign  nations  t  A  sailor,  hav- 
ing made  a  prosperous  voyage,  and  landed  on  bis 
native  shores,  among  bis  friends  and  acquaint- 
ance, first  thinks  of  spending  his  money.  Like  a 
sailor,  he  has  a  frolic,  and,  in  his  frolic,  violates 
the  peace,  for  which,  when  he  is  sober,  he  is  sen- 
tenced to  recognise  for  his  future  good  behaviour. 
Having  rid  himsdf  of  his  money,  like  a  sailor,  be 
goes  to  sea  again  to  earn  more.  In  the  West  In- 
dies he  is  impressed  on  board  a  British  armed  vea- 
sel,  and  there  is  f(Mi»d  to  aid  in  carrying  an  oosie 
hostile  enterprise  against  a  foreign  Power  at  peace 
with  the  United  Stales.  There  is  no  remedy  foi 
his  case — his  recognisance  is  forfeited,  and  liia 
sureties  must  pay  the  penalty. 

Again,  sir,  i  object  to  this  amendment,  becaose 

is  absurd.  A  man  hss  become  bound  with  sure- 
ties, that  he  will  not  do  certain  things  prohibited 
by  law,  and  Congress  declare  that  his  recognisance 
shall  be  forfeited,  if  he  dees  another  thiotf,  which 
the  law  does  not  prohibit.  This  is  not  only  highly 
unjust,  but  perfectly  absurd.    Let  the  principle 
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be  eiamined  in  a  more  plain  and  familiar  m&a- 
ner.  .Wliat  wouldbeibesituitionofthenurahals 
in  the  ratiouB  diMticU,  and  their  Bi)Teiies,^if  ilie 
bonds  irhich  they  are  by  law  ohlig^  to  give  for 
tbe  bittiful  perfotmance  of  the  duties  of  their 
office,  shoald,  by  a  subsequent  law,  be  declared  to 
be  forfeited,  by  acts  in  no  respect  qonnected  with 
their  official  duties  1  Would  aay  man  s^iously 
defend  bo  strange  a  principle?  Suppose,  sir,  the 
boDorsble  renUeman  (Mr.  Bidwell)  should  bg- 
appointed  Attornef  General  of  the  United  States, 
and  a  lav  should  be  passed  obliging  him  to  Sad 
bondi  for  the  faithfol  performance  of  the  duties 
of  that  office,  (and  from  the  specimen  which  the 
OoTemment  have  had  from  New'En^and,  I  hope, 
if  there  should  be  another  Attorney  Gteoeral  ap- 
pointed from  that  part  of  the  couptiy,  he  will  be 
obliged  to  give  bond?  for  the  faithful  performance 
of  the  duties  of  his  office,)  an<l,a't  an  after  period, 
Congress  should  pass  a  law,  declaring  that  if  the 
Attorney  General  of  the  United  States  should, 
when  on  a  visit  (o  his  friends  and  family,  be  guil- 
tj  of  singingYankee  Doodle,  his  bonds  shall  he 
forfeited :  what  would  the  honorable  gentleitian 
say  to  such  a  statute  ?  But,  air,  suppose,  instead 
of^mBlcipg  this  a  part  of  the  autute  regulating 
the  office  ol  Attorney  General,  we  should  place  it 

in  themtddle-tifabiU  which  b  now  before  u 

titled  "Ansct  foralteringlhetiameof  thedi 

of  Nnnjemoy  into  that  of  St.  Mary'sT'    Would 

Bot  tbe  honorable  gentleman,  in  addition  to 

diiefs  of  the  back-handed,  side-wind  operation  of 
■ueb  a  law,  complain  loudly  at  being  obliged  to 
look  for  it  m  siieh  a  strange  place  1  Aod.yet,  the 
connexion  between  thetwo  acts  would  be  as  near 
and  as  intimate  as  that  which  the  present  amend- 
ment has  with  the  bill  into  which  it  is  proposed  it 
shall  be  inserted.  The  honorable  gentleman  wit' 
perhaps  also  say,  that  the  cases  do  not  compare . 
that  it  is  inuioral  to  carry  on  hostile  enterprises 
against  foreign  Qorerninents,  but  that  there  is  ift 
immorality  in  singing  Yankee  Doodle.  In  his 
opinion,  sir,  and  in  mine,  there  is  none, 
so  every  where.  The  time  has  been,  when  Yankee 
Doodle,  sang  by  an  American  in  Nova  Seotia,  or 
New  BttiDswick,  might  have  bred  a  riot;  and 
from  snch  small  begiiiDiaga,  consequences  the 
most  serious  and  alarming  to  the  public  tranquil- 
lity have  frequently  arisen. 

Take  another  case.  Two  nlen  travel  in  com- 
panjr  out  of  the  United  States  into  the  Spanish 

temtories, one  of  whom,  previous  to  h'-    

ore,  has  been  bonnd  to  keep  the  peace  of 
ted  States,  th^  other,  more  fortnnate,  has  not  been 
bound.  They  join  in  tkhoetile  enterprise  against 
the  OoveTntneut  of  Mexico,  and  commit  "  ■ 
against  its  peace  and  safety.  On  theit  return,  tne 
teci^isance  of  him  who  had  given  bonds  will  be 
forfeited,  while  the  other  is  perfectly  innocent. 
He  has  violated  no  law,  and-will  laugh  at  the  pro- 
visions of  this  section. 

Id  the  last  place,  sir,  I  object  to  this  amendment, 
because  it  intrododes  a  species  of  judicial  tyranny. 
By  judicial  tyranny,  I  mean  that  kind  of  oppres- 
sion which  is  produced  by  the  instrDmrataliiy  of 
court*,  and  under  color  of  4aw— a  lynnny  the 


most  odioOs,  the  most  intolerable,  of  any  which 
mankind  have  ever  been  doomed  to  bear.  Do 
gentlemen  wish  for  examples  1  Let  them  take 
the  Inquisition  of  Spain,  and  the^tar  Chamber  of 
Great  Britain.  Sir,  but  a  few  years  since,  a  taw 
was  passed  by  Congress,  which.Bome  persons  con- 
sidered as  giving  the  opportunity  for  the  exercise 
of  this  spiles  of  jyranny,  and  the  alarm  imme- 
diately spread  throughout  rhe  country ;  the  law 
was  execrated  and  Ii^ed  with  every  opprobrious 
title,  tbe  puUic  passions  were  inflamed,  and  a  rev- 
olution in  the  politioal  affikirs  of  the  nation,  was, 
in  a  great  measure,  produced  by  it ;  and  even  now, 
sir,  lo  odious  is  the  very  memory  of  tJie  statute  \o 
which  I  allude,  thai  gentlemen  on  this  floor  can 
BCBTcely  mention  it^  without  its  drawing  from 
them  tbemost  heart-rending  groans.  Thastatute 
to  which  I  allude  WH^  commonly  called  the  Sedir 
tion  law.  I  beg  pernussioa,  si r,Jo  read  the  second,- 
which  vM  'iiB  offensive  section  of  that  statute,  lo 
show  that  its  provisions  were  vastly  less  daaeer- 
ous  to  the  public  freedbm,  than  those  contaioca  in 
the  present  amendment: 

Bic.  S.  And  be  it  Jarlhtr  enacted,  ThatifaByper- 
D  ihBll  write,  piisCi  Bltar,  at  pDblidt,  or-  dull  eanae 
or  procnn  to  ba  wiitten,  piintad,  uttered,  or  published, 
or  sball  knowing  and  niUtDBlyssBift  oisid  in  writing, 
piintiug,  ntteiing,  or  puUiiAing,  any  &ln,  seiidalansi 
and  malidoo*  writing  oi  writings,  sgsinst  Uie  Qovem- 
ment  of  the  Umted  States,  •»  eithei  house  of  Cot^res* 
of  (be  ITmted  States,  or  tbe  President  of  the  United 
States,  nitb  intent  to  defuoe  Ibe  said  Go*Gmment, 
or  eilber  House  of  tbs  said  CpDgreas,  or  tbe  ssid  Presi- 
dent, or  to  bring  them,  oreicherof  tbem,  into  contwnpt 
ordkreputo;  or  to  excite  sgsinst  thein,  or  either  or  any 
of  ^m,  the  hatred  of  tbs  good  people  of  tbe  United 
States,  or  to  stii  up  seiBtion  witbin  tbe  United  States,  or 
to  excite  any  nnlairfal  eombinationB  therein,  for  oppo- 
sing, or  reebtiiig  any  Isw  of  the  United  Stales,  or  any 
set  of  the  President  of  Ae  United  States  done  in  piu- 
BBsnce  of  any  soch  law,  or  of  die  powers  in  him  vested 
by  the  Constitnlion  of  the  United  States ;  or  to  rerist, 
of^iose,  or  deAal  any  sttflr  law  ;or  aoti  orlo  aid,  en- 
cooragg,  OI  sbet,  any  hostils  deaigiis  of  sny  fcirign  na- 
tions against  the  United  Stales,  thrar  people,  ot  Oov- 
emment,  then  snch  penwn.  being  Ihiferf  convicted 
tMtbrs  any  oeurt  of  the  United  States  harmg  jnriwli*- 
ti<Hi  thereoC  shell  be-pnnished  by  a'fiue  not  exoMding 
tno  tbausind  dollars,  and  by  imprisoiunent  not  exoeed- 
ing'two  years. 

Now,  sit,  what  do  we  find  in  this  section  of  this 
B(atulel  Are  punishments  inflicted  without  any 
previous  declaration  of  the  offence?  No,sir,  on 
tbe  oootrary,  the  ofiences  are  clearly  and  minutely 
defined,  and  the  penally  as  clearly  prescribed. 
And  what  are  the  offences  here  detailed  1  They 
are  false,  malicious,  and  scandalous  publications 
against  the  .Government  of  the  United  States.  « 
either  House  of  Congress,  or  the  President.  Do^ 
the  law  say  tliat  a  man  shall  be  pnoished  for  pab- 
iishing  the  iruih  1  No,  sir,  so  far  from  it  that  by 
the  same  law,  it  is  expressly  declared  that  if  he 
publishes  only  the  truth,  be  shall  not  be  punished. 
And  it  must  not  oaly  be  falsehoodilhat  is  uiblish- 
ed,  but  it  mast  have  been  maliciously  published, 
with  intent  to  defame.  The  punishment  also  is 
llmiied ;  the  highest  penally  being  two  thomaad 
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doUsra,  and  the  lOogeat  period  of  impritonmeDt 
two  rean>  BuL  by  ttiu  ameDdmeg)^  it  mao  who 
bu  MBD  bound  in  «  i«ci^niBanoB  to  keep  the 
pMCe  of  the  Un^ed  States  la  such  mm  as  a  ma- 
(Htraie  qiay  hare  ordered,  although  be  keeps  the 
peace,  aad  Rbetains  from  riolatiug  [he  coodition 
of  his  recognisance;  yet,  if  it  afterward  Hp|)ears 
Au  he  has  done  an  act  which  was  not  consider- 
ed kt  the  time  the  reoogaisaoce  was  eoieted  into. 


3  gft^e  it  or  by  his 
become  respoitsible  *  '  '  ^ 
eonditioD  of  it,  this  bond  thus  gireo  for  auothet 


9  who  hi 
)  for  bis  performance  of  the 


either  by  the  judge  who  ordeFedit,or  by  ibepi 

'    '  who ■     -  '^-  *-' ■ "^^  *- 

vpODsible  for  bis  ]^ 

»  ail 

d  totally  different  purpose  ahall  be  forfeited,  and 

eitfavr  he,  or,  what  is  more  probable,  bis  sur^iies, 
must  pay  the  penalty,  let  the  sum  be  what  it  may. 
Sir,  it  is  the  most  eitraordinary  provision  that 
erer  was  brought  before  a  legislative  body — it  ia 
a  dsriog  attack  on  the  liberties  of  our  country — it 
ii>D  outrage  on  every  principle  of  law  and  fu»- 
tieej  and  f  trust  will  »oi  meet  the  approbation  of 
this  Home. 

Mr.  BnnwELL  was  aniost  the  seciion.  He 
oould  not,  however,  accede  to  some  of  the  rBmarks 
■ade  by.  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut,  (Mr. 
DwiaBv.)  Toe  chief  objpctioii  tt>  the  Sedition 
law,  was,  that  Congresahad  no  power  to  pass  such 
a  law — it  was  unconiliiutional.  The  objections 
were  not  d1i«eced  against  the  nature  and  ten 
the  law.  Those  States, where  there  was  the 


which  Mr.  B.  came. . 

The  question  was  now  taken  by  yeas  and  nays 
tod  tbe  section  negatived — yeas  9,  nays  115, 
follows:  . 

TaAS—WIUiiAUtiKi.JDBMi,  Daiid  Bird,  Bsnuhas 
mifwta.  lohn  Ghudl<r,  Ridiud  OuOf,  WiUiuB  Find. 
by,  J«lla  Latobut,  TIimbmk  M>  Bandolph,  and  Janca 
flfcan. 

NAMi^^Taa  AlcMnaw,    Inap   AndanoB,  JdiB 


I  BoltMi,  J<4in  Blake,  jnnior.  ThttoM 
BMUt,  JaoMi*  H.  Qrooia,  Babert  Brewn,  John  Boyle, 
Wiltiain  A.  Bmwall,  WjUiaa  Butler,  Oaorge  W.  C>np> 
hM,  Lari  Caasy^  Mwtm  ClnUeBdui,  Jolm  Glaibonia, 
JoMftbChy,  Mallhew  Claj;,  George  C^tM.janiw. 
Oidud  Cm,  Leonard  Cov^tftou,  Samuel  W.  Dana, 
^n  Darby,  Jobn  Davenport,  jr.,  Jobu  Dawioii,  Wit 
fiaa  Dickatti,  Theodore  Dwjght,  Eliia  Earl;,  Peter 
Early,  Janes  Elliot,  Calab  Ellis,  Ebeneser  Elmer,  WU- 
liam  Ely,  John  W.  Eppes,  James  FUk,  John  fowler, 
Janes  M.  Giunett,  Cbartes  OoldsborQugh,  Edwin  Gray, 
Andrew  Giegg,  Iwab  L.  Gieen,  Silas  Halsej,  John 
Hamilton,  Seth  Ratings,  J  unei  Holi  and ,  Divid  Hohn  e*, 
David  Eougb,  Walter  ,Jonea,  Jamea  Ketly,  Tluimta 
B^an,  Nehemiah  Knigbt,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Henry 
W.  Lrringaton,  Edward  Lloyd,  Matthew  Lyon,  Dnn- 
caB  Ma^artand,  Patrick  Magmder,  Bobeit  Marion, 
Jeiiih  Masters, 'WaUam  MeCreery,  David  Meriwether, 
Nehotaa.  R.  Mooia,  ThwDaa  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Mln  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  MoaeEv,  Gurdan  S.  Mnm- 
ftfd,JeraBuah  Nelson,  Thoaisa  Newton,ir.,  Gideon 
Oliu,  Timothy  Pitkln.junior,  Jaba  Porter,  John  Pugb, 
Mm  Kandolpb,  John  Sea  afPennaylwnia,  John  Rhea 
td  TennevM, 'Jacob  fiidiarda,  Ji^  Riuaell,. Peter 
SatUy,  liioous  SamniDna,  Thomaw  Bandlord,  Martin 


r.  Schnneinan,  Ebeneier  Beater,  John  SmUie,  John 
Bnith,  Simoel  Smith,  Henir  Bonthard,  Ridxid  Stan- 
foid,  Joseph  Btwilon, '  Wimmm  Btadman,  Lvwia  E. 
StaiKoe,  Samuel  Tag^t,  .Benjamin  Talmadge,  Ski^ 
Del  T<nB»v  David  Thomaa,  Philip  B.  ThompMi, 
Thomas  W.  ThomMon,  Uti  Ttaey,  Atnan  Trio, 
Philip  Van  CoiUandt,  KilUan  E.  Van  Renaadaw,  la- 
seph  B.  Vamom,  Feleg  Wadswoith,  Matthew  Walton, 
John  Whitehill,  Bobert  Whitehill,  EUphalet  Wii^ei, 
David  B.  Williams,  Hanasdnke  Williama,  Nathan 
Wmiama,  Aleiindar  -  Wilaon,  Joseph  Winston,  and 
Thonas  Wynne. 

Mr.  Dana  moved  to  recommit  the  bil):  which 
motion  was  disagTend  to — ayes  23:  when  tha  bill 
was  ordered  to  m*  engrossed  for  a  uurd  r«ailii|g  to- 
witl^out  a  at  vision. 


Tbubsdat,  January  15.        , 

Anolher.member,  lowit:  Ricbabd  Wins,  from 
South  Carolina,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat  in  tj)« 
House. 

The  bill  providing  for  the  punishment  of  cer- 
tain-crimes against  the  United  Stales  was  read 
the  third  time  and  passed  without  a  division. 

Mr.  3.  Ranoolpb,  from  tbe  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  third  iustant,  so  moch  of  the 
Message  of  the  President'of  the  United  States  as 
relates  "to  an  invasion  of  our  territory  by  the 
troops  of  Spain,  and  to  the  adoption  of  measures 
for  the  protection  thereof,"  presented,  a  bill  foe 
the  de'fence  of  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  and 
for  tiie  protection  of  New  Orleans  and  its  depea- 
dencies;  which  was  read  twice  and  eommiiied 
to  a  Committee  of  tbe  Whole  on  Mondajr  next. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a,  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  continue  in  force,  for  a 
further  time,  an  act,  entitled  "Ad  act  to.  suspend 
the  coiomercial  intercourse  between  tbe  United 
States  and  Certain  parts  of  (be  ieland  of  Saint  Do- 
mingo; and,  after  someliime  spent  therein,  the 
Commticee  cose  and  had  leave  to  sitagain. 

TheHouse  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  on  the  bill  prescribing  the  mode 
of  taking  evidence  in  cases  of  oonteEted  elections 
fdt  members  of  the  House  of  lUpresenta tires. 
After  a  short  debate,  the  Committee  rose  and  ob- 
tained leave  to  sit  again. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fibk,  the  Bouse  resolved  it* 
self  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
authitfizing  the  President  of  the  United  Sutea  to 
BOcept  the  service  of  a  number  of  voluQteei  oom- 
panies,  not  exeeediog  thirty  thousand  men. 

The  flanks  were  so  filled  as  to  bind  the  vtdun- 
teers  to  continue  for  twelve  moatha,'  unless  soonei 
discharged,  and  to  mpropriate  $500,000.  The 
Committee  rose,  and  the  House  concuAedin  these 
amendments. 

After  the  insertion  of  a  small  Terbtd  aioend- 
meni,  suggested  by  Mr.  Tallmados,  he  moved  to 
recommit  the  bill  for  the  putpose  of  introducing 
a.  provision  for  the  Bpp6inlment  of  field  officers. 
The  motion  WHS  disagreed  to — ayes  43,  noes  47. 

The  question  to  engross  the  bill  having  been 
put,  Mr.  Elver  observed/  that,  in  his  opinion,  it 
contaiijed  every  pro?i3iou  ootlusaobjeci  tbatwas 
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iMCMnrf .    When  the  bill  ms  ordered,  witkoit 
k  dJTision,  to  beeDgroMed  for  k  thini  rewliDg  ' 
morrow. 

PDBUC  DEBT. 
Oa-moiion  ofMr.J.  Ruidolph,  the  Hoqmk- 
Bolred  iiMir  iBio  ■  Committee  of  the  Wh<^e  on 
ike  bill  •appleoMOtarr'  lo  th«  mci  entitled  "An  aet 
making  proriiioo  for  ifae  redemplion  of  the  whole 
of  the  public  <lebt  oflhe  United  States."  ' 

Mr.  J.  Rani>Oi.fb  called  for  the  reading  of  tfie 
lelter  of  the  Seeretatr  of  the  Treasury  om  .this 
subject,  comiDDiiicBted  the  last  sessioii  lo  the  Com- 
nitiee  of  Ways  and  Meaog;}  which  he  believed  coq- 
tained  the  most  satisfactory  and  perspicuoUE  rea* 
sons  io  faror  of  the  bill  which  could  be  assigned. 
This  cotnmunicBiion  ha'TiDg  been  read,  the  bill 
was  oousidered  by  secCioDs.  The  varioiu  btaobs 
wer«  filled,  and  some  vmendmeoia  intioduoed 
toHcbiog  the  deUiU  of  tbe  bill. 

The  onlf  («rl  of  the  bill  od  vfaieb  %  diViiioti 
was  called,  was  on  filling  the  blank  in  the  third 
aectioa,  so  as  to  entitle  the  kolders  of  the  new 
iix.per  cent,  stock  to  a  snm  equal  to  "aixtr  five" 
per'oeat.  of  tire  anoUDt  of  the  sum  subicribifd  for 
oy  tfaem  in  three  per  cent,  stock.  O*  this  motion 
the  Uoase  divid«d— aye*  52.  noes  87.  The  Com- 
miicee  roseandreponed  Iheutl:  the  amendments 
propowdwereinnnedJaletj^agraed  to  bytheHouse, 
sad  the  bill,  wiihont*  dirision,  ordered  to  be  ed- 
groesed  for  «  third  rciidinglo-BarMi 

FfiiiuT,  JaDuary  16. 

An  eitgroned  bill  tunbonzrog,  the  PreeideRt  of 
the  United  States  to  accept  the  terTioe  of  a  nmn- 
ber  of  eonipanies,  not  exeeeding  thirty  thenund 
mm,  waa  read  the  third  time,  aitd  paved. 

Hr.  Boru,  from  the  Committee  on  tbe  Poblie 
Lands,  who  were  inMrueled  by  a  rnolotion  of  the 
House,  of  theeighteenih  ultinqo,  "to  inquire  into 
4be  e^dieney  <^  making  further  proTieion  for 
the  sale  of  tbe  MctioiH  heretofore  recerred'&r  the 
Attire  dispontion  tX  Congfc^"  presented  a  bill 
m^ingftrther  -Moriakm  for  ne  diapoaal  of  the 
■eeiioo*  of  land^eretofore  reeerved  for  the  futore 
ingren;  which  i^  read  twice 
9  a  Cosmiilee  of  tbe  Whole 
on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Gbeoo  presented  to  the  House  a  petition  of 


rhor^  of  Columbia,  which  waa  reoeif  ed  and  read, 
praying  a  repeal  of  so  ranch  of  the  act  of  Con- 
gress, passed  on  the  thiid  of  May,  one  thousand 
eight  Buodred  and  two,  entitled  ''An  act  addi- 
tional to,  and  amendatory  of,  an  aet,  cDtiiled  'An 
«et  concetninK  the  District  of  Ci^mbia,"  as  pro- 
hibits the  issaing  of  the  writ  of  eapiai  ad  iati§- 
Jaeimdam  on  any  jadgment  rendered  by  a  ringte 
magistrate,  where  the  amount,  exclnaire  of  costi, 
does  not  exceed  the  sum  of  twenty  dollars;  and, 
also,  that  inferior  courts  may  be  established  with- 
in the  said  county,  to  have  oo^oiz^ce  of  all 
debts  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  fifty  dollart. — Ke- 
lerred  tie  Ur.  QouMBoaoDOa,  Ur.  Qaco^  and 


Ur.  FatLipR.  THoimoH;  to  examiDe  and  report 
their  opimaa  thereupon  to  the  House. 

The  House  resoWed  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  continning  for  a  further 
lime  the  act  for  supendi^  commereiBl  inter- 
course between  the  United  Stales  aiid  CMtain 
parts  of  St.  Dmsingo. 

The  Committee,  witboot  debate,  reee  and  re> 
ported  the  bill  wiihont  amendmeBls  which  was 
ordered  to  be  «Bgro*aed  for  a  thjrd  reading  eo 
HMday.  . 

House  resolved  itself  Into  a  Committee  of 
the  Wholf  on  Che  bill'proriding^or  the  surrey  of 
the  coast  of  the  United  State*,  and,  afker  ngreeiag 
■~  - ppropriaie't25,000  for-this  paipoMb  the  Cor»- 
lee  rose,  and  lh«  bill  was  ordered  to  been- 
groesed  for  a  third  reading  on  Monday. 
PUBLIC  DEBT. 

An  engrossed  bill  sapplementur  to  the  act,  en- 
titled "An  act  tnakins  provision  for  the  redemp- 

OB  of  the  whole  of  :ihe  puf>lic  debt  of  the  United 

tales,"  was  read  the  third  lime. 

Mr.J.  RAtinoLra  called  for  the  yeas  and  nay*. 

Mr.  Alston  said  he  should  bareeonlented  bim- 

If  with  giving  a  silent  vote  oa  this  bill,  bat  for 
the  call  of^the  yeas  and  nay*.  Having  been  r^ 
pired,  he  deemed  it  his'  duty  to  assign  his  reasona 
or  voting  aigainst  the  bill,  which  he  should  d^, 
iltboughlie  should  sUnd  ftlone.  He  knew  no  ad- 
aQtage  that  would  acorue  to  the  United  States 
from  the  passive  of  the  bill,  What  did  it  hold 
out  7    The  opening  of  a  new  subsariptioo  to  all 

SenolM  holding  evidences  of  the  existing  public 
ebt.  Were  tha  United  States  to  be  benefitted  by 
this  modification  of  the  preteat  d^  or  were  ihay 
in  thejieast  interested  la  it?  It  was  clear  th^ 
were  not  interested  in  it ;  for  if  they  were,  (M 
keen  ipeculator  would  never  come  forvraid  to 
subscribe.  For,  therefore,  the  sole  purpose  of  ex- 
peditiog  the  payment  of  the  debt,  the  QovernmeiK 
were  about  to  make  a  sacrifice  to  the  bolderi  of 
the  public  debt  Who  ware  these  holden?  Mea 
who  had  already  preyed  0J>  the  intereata  of  tbe 
natioB.  Mr.  A.  md  he  considered  this  as  neilbw 
tiiore  nor  less  than  a  second  aasumption  sysieBi, 
pursaing  the  same  track  pnMued  by  the  first  aet 
making  an  assamptioo  of  the  debts.    Thia  wae« 


another  advaataga.  It  held  oM  aatNBg»Til«- 
tioa  to  ever^  otixea  of  ike  Daiied  Sums,  or  «f  h 
foroigi  DMieii,  to  eubsetibe  to  tbe  new  loaa,  bf 
giving  ihem  niaa  per  eest.  nore  ikai  thrvMve 
of  their  atoek  twelve  or  fifteen  moBtbe  ago.  9f 
ibia,  be  had  endeftee;  and  that,  at  that  period, 
there  eould  not  be  more  than  fifty-tix  per  cent, 
got  here,  or  at  Philadelphia,  for  three  percent, 
atock.  The  bill,  therefoie,  gives  the  holdera  i^ 
this  stock  nine  per  cent,  on  their  capital.  It  wai 
for  this,  as  well  as  for  manv  otber  reasoiis,  that  hft 
:hould  Tote  against  the  bill.  He  did  not  believ« 
that  the  situation  of  the  United  States  was  sack 
as  requited  such  a  precipitancy  in  paying  off  the 
debt.  No  man  was  more  dtsposad  than  be  wu 
to  diechatge  tha  debt  fairly  and  honemUr  ■  bitf 
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he  wu  not  for  ioiag  it  in  such  a  manner  u  to 
pTomote  the  adranla^  of  the  holders  of  the  pns- 
ent  paper  of  the  United  Slates.  Mr.  A.  reputed 
that  he  considered  th«  hill  exactly  in  the  same 
light  \rith  theBuomption  bill,  passed  a  long  while 
since,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  denominated  an 
amendment  to  thftt  law,  instead  of  the  act  to 
which  it  is  pnrpOHd  to  be  a  supplement. 

Mr.  J.  Hamdolpb  observed  that  to  him  nothlne 
was  plainer  than  that,  where  two  individuals  stooa 
ID  the  relation  of  debtor  aud  creditor,  new  artange- 
mentsof  existingdehtsjduefrom  one  to  the  other, 
might  be  made  to  the  advantage  of  b'otb.  At  pres- 
ent, the  Commi^ionef  s  of  tbe^ioking  Fund  were 
authorized  to  purchase-old  six  per  eenis.,  and  de- 
ferred stock,  at  their  aominal  parvalue — that  is, 
at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  dollars  iu  specie  for 
one  hundred  dollars  slock,  and  those  slocks  were 
every  year  partially  reimbursed  at-this  rate.  The 
only  good,  therefore,  that  the  provisions  of  the  bill 
eoula  do  the  holders  of  these  species  of  slock, 
wonld  be,  that  the  Government  would  pay  them 
at  the  same  rate  that  they  were  now  pacing  them, 
and  at  which  they  had  made  purchases  as  fast  as 
they  could.    So  mnch  for  this  .part  of  the  bill. 

With  regard  to  the  ptoriEions  relative  to  three 
per-  cents.,  Mr.  K.  said,  he  would  stale  a  plain 
Act,  that  would  come  home  to  the  simplest  un-- 
'Bsed  by  any  member  of  t  be  Com- 
trowes  hisoeiehbora  thonsand 
dollars,  for  which  he  has  given  bis  bond,  bearinfi; 
an  interest  of  three  per  cent.  He  has  it  in  his 
(iption  to  pay  it  oS  for  (650.  Now,  do  you  think 
(here  is  a  provident  farmer  in  the  United  States 
that  would  hesitate  to  discharge  the  thousand  dol- 
lars by  p8yiDgQ650,  instead  oTsufiering  theibon- 
nnd  dollars  to  rest  as  a  burjeo  oh  bis  childreUj 
ora  lien  on  his  estate  1  This  is  the  plain  question. 
Do  the  House  think  it  most  for  the  advantage  of 
the  estate  of  the  good  people  of  the  United  Stales 
to  pay  off  this  stock  at  the  rate  of  sistv-five  per 
cent,  or  let  it  remain  a  perpetual  encumtirance  on 
the  nation  7  And  is  it  not  self-evident  that  an  ar- 
rangement may  he  made  between  the  public  and 
its  creditors,  as  well  as  between  two  Individuals, 
to  the  mutual  advantage  of  both  1 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  passaee  of 
rhebill- "       '■' 

dter,  David  Baid,  Jos.  Barker,  BurweB  Bsoett,  George 
M.  Bcdinger,  Bara^na  BidiTall,  Phannel  Bishop,  John 
Blake,  jun.,  Thomas  Btannt,  JaniBi  M.  Broam,  Robert 
Blown,  John  Bmle,  William  A.  Bnrwell,  William 
Boiler,  Odotk*  W.  Campbell,  John  Campbell,  Levi 
Oaaej,  John  Chandler,  Maitm  Quttendan,  John  Clai- 
boma,  Joaeph  Ciav,  Oeorga  CliBton,  jmi.,  Frederick 
Conrad,  Leonard  Covington,  Eira  DaAiy,  John  Daw- 
•on,  William  DUkaon,  Theodore  Dwight,  Eliia  Earte, 
Peter  Earif,  Junes  EUial,  Ebeneier  Elmer,  William 
Ely,  John  W.  Eppes,  Williani  Findjey,  Junes  Fisk, 
Joan  Fowler,  Jaa.  M.  Qsmett,  Chsiles  Goldsboiough, 
Peteraon  GoodwTO,  Edwin  Grn,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isauh 
I..  Green,  Sil««  Habey,  John  Hamilton,  Beth  Hasting*, 
William  Helms,  JameaHoiland,  David  Holmes,  James 
Kelly,  Thomsa  Kenan,  Nehemiah  Knight,  John  Lsm- 
beit,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Edwud  Lloyd,  Patrick  Magm- 
dar,  Robwt  Marion,  Joaiah  Masters,  William  MoCreery, 


David  Meriwether,  NicholM  R.  Moore,  Tliomas  MoorCt 
Jeremish  Moitdw,  John  Mcarow,  Jonathan  O.  Mosety, 
Gordon  S.  Mumford,  Jeremiah  NeUon,  Thomoi  New- 
ton, jtin.,  John  PotUi,  John  Pugh,  John  Bandolldi, 
ThoL  M.  Randolph,  John  Baa  of  Penwlvania,  John 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Richards,  Jidin  Sanell, 
Feter  Sailly,  Thomas  Sandbrd,  Martin  G.  Bchuneman, 
Ebeneier  Beaver,  Jainea  Sloan,  Dennb  Smdt,  J^hn 
Smilie,  John  Bmith,  Samnel  Smith,  Henry  Bonthard, 
Kichud  Stanford,  Joseph  Stanton,  William  Stadmsn, 


_  Vamum.Peleg  Wadswoith,  Matthew  Walton,  J -_ 
WUlehUI,  Robert  Whilehill,  EUpbslet  Wickea,  David 
R.  Williams,  Marmadnke  Willisms,  Nsthau  WilUamSr 
Aleiaoder  WiEson,  Richard  Winn,  Joaeph  Winston, 
and  Thotou  Wynnl. 

Nus— Willis  Alston,' }Qn.,-SilaaBetton,  Matthew 
Clay,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport  jnn.,  Cali^ 
Ellu,  David  Hoogb,  John  O^Jackson,  Dnncan  Mac- 
Fariand,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jTi.,  Thomas  Sammona,  Lewi* 
fi.  Sturges,  and  Benjamin  Tallmadge. 

NATIONAL  DEFENCE. . 

Mr.  Eluot  obaerred  that  'he  had,  tome  w«eka 
since,  presented  a  numbed  of  resolutions  oa  the 
important  subject  of  national  defence,  which  it 
was  not  the  pleasnre  of  the  House  to  refet  to  a 
Committee  or  the  Whole. 

When  it  should  be  the  pleasure  of  the  House 
to  resume  their  eonaidemtion,  he  said,  it  would  be 
his  wish  to  withdraw  the.  first,  which  had  been 
generally  considered  as  loo  abstract  in  its  nature, 
Bod  as  covering  too  brobd  a  field  of  disquisition^ 
It  would  likewise  be  his  wish  to  withdraw  one  or 
more  of  the  remaining  resolutions,  and  to  propoaa 
such  modifiostions  of  (he  rest,  thai  it  should  he- 
admitted  they  presented  new  questions  to  the  con* 
sideration  of  the  House;  and  he  should  then  only 
ask  that  the  sense  of  the  House  should  be  take& 
on  refarring  the  resolations  thus  modified.  Br«- 
auming  that  there  could  be  no  objection  in  the 
House  to^makina  such  a  dispoNlion  of  them,  he- 
gave  notice  that  he  would,  on  Tnead^nezl,  if  aa 
opening  offered,  move  to  resume  their  considera- 
tion for  the  purpose  of  making  a  disposition  of 

MILITARY  PEACE  ESTABLISHMENT. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled. "An 
act  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  fix- 
ing the  Military  Peace  Establishment  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales;"  to  which  they  de«ire  the  concurrence 
of  this  House. 

The  bill  is  as  follows: 

Be  it  eaatied,  if-c.  That,  in  addition  to  the  present 
Peace  Eatabhshment  of  the  United  Sutes,  and  aa  • 
pert  thereof,  the  Preaident  of  the  United  States  be, 
•nd  he  is  hereby,  authoiised  to  raise  one  regiment  of 
infantry  and  one  battalion  of  cavalry;  and  the  said  regi- 
ment of  infontty  shall  consist  of  the  same  number  of 
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led  officers,  mnai- 


dana,  and  privates,  aa  are  directed  by  the  act  to  wbidi 
dlia  ia  a  supplement.  And  the  said  battalion  of  cavati; 
riisl]  cousiat  of  one,  major  and  of  one  adjntaut,  one 
qnaitermaster,  and  i»e  paymaster,  (each  beini;  a  liev*- 
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tmxaU)  one  nngeon,  and 

panjofmw  ciptuD.oiw  lieiiUiunt, 

"-   ~«  qnuMrmuUr  MiBemiit,  one  train- 


nfbot. 

aac.  a.  Audit  it  JiMhertnaeUd,  That  iIm  Pibh- 
deot  ibtil  be,  «nd  he  ii  hereb;  uitbonMd  in  ell  cmm 
of  immiiiait  dinger,  when  in  tuj  opinion  the  defence  or 
mMj  of  the  Uail«d  State*  dull  reqaiie  it,  t«  increui 
the  nomber  of  men  in  each  compaDf  of  in&ntiy  on  the 
Peace  Eitabiiihment  to  one  bondrednriTslei. 

Sic.  3.  And  be  it  further  enaettd.   That  railable 
clothing  be  prorided  for  the  ciTal^,  adapted 
nature  of  their  Mnriea,-  and,'  M  near  t«  ma;  be,  of  the 
Tahie  of  Qke  clothing  allowed  to  the  inbntt^r  and  attil- 

8ic.  4.  A5ad  be  it  farther  enaOed,  That  the  com- 
minioned  <^cen,  non-commiaHOBed  <^Mn,  mniidkna, 
and  priTBtaa,  by  Ihia  act  diiwted  to  be'  niMtd,  «hall  bb 
entitled,  to  Mceive  the  lame  pay, 
bonnty,  ai  an  allowed  to  Ihe  ti«ope 
of  the  United  Statea,  and  Ih^y^ihtdl  be  governed  by 
the  Toiaa  and  articlM  of  wBi,.whidi  have  been,  Ot  may 
ba  by  law  ealaUidwd, 

MiaMSSIPPI  TERHITORV; 

The  HooM  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  aoihorizins  a  ^snt  of 
Iftad  for  the  purchase  of  a  hospital  at  Natchez,  &<:■ 
The  first  section,  appropriatiog  a  eertain  portion 
of  land  for  (he  parchai*  of  a- hospital, -was  pa»ed 
over  without  aaimadrersioD.  '  Tbeseoond  section 
fixes  the  salary  of  the  judges  of  the  Mississippi 
Territory. 

Mr.  Lattiuore  mo7ed  to  fix  the  salary  of  each 
judge  at  82,000. 

This  motioD,  a;  well  as  sabsequent  motions  to 
allow  the  jadges  S1600  and  91400  were  disagreed 
to;  when  the  sum  of  1200  was  agreed  to — yeas 
5an"y»  85. 

The  third  section  extends  the  right  of  suffrage 
^nerally  to  the  citizens  of  the  Miisisiippi  Terri- 
tory, without  regard  to  the  possession  <a  a  fiee- 

Mr.  Eaklt  rQoved  to  strike  out  this  section. 
He  declared  himself  friendly  to  the  principle, 
but  he  wat  of  opiaion  that  Coagress  did  not  pos- 
sess the  power  of  exlending  it  to  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Mississippi  Territory.  In  the  articles  of 
cession  from  Georgia  to  the  United  States,  it  was 
atfpulRted  that  this  Territory  should  be  ubdet  the 
rame  stipnlstions  with  those 'applicable  to  the 
Northwestern  Territory,  with  the  single  excep- 
tion of  that  itipulation  which  related'  to  slavery. 
Those  stipulaiioDs  made  it  requisite  for  the  elector 
of  a  Representatire  to  possess  a  freehold  estate. 
Considering  this  as  one  of  the  fundamental  terms 
of  the  eontrtict,  he  did  not  believe  the  United 
States  possessed  the  power  of  annulling  it. 

Mr.  Lattihohe  observed  that  if  Consress  had 
no  power  to  grant  other  privileges  to  the  people 
of  the  Mississippi  Territory  than  those  stipulated 
in  the  carapace  with  Georgia,  it  was  clear  that 
tbey  had  already  violated  it.  One  of  its  snpDla- 
tioDs  was^that  when  the  inhabitants  ot  the  Terrt- 
ttwy  ahoud  amount  (o  five  thousuid,  they  should 


be  admitted  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  second  grade 
of  government.  -  And  yet,  it  was  well  known,  tbey 
were  admitted  tq  this  privilege  at  an  earlier  day. 

Mr.  Sloan  owosed  the  motion. 
,    On  motion  of  Mr.  Bidweli^  the  Committee 
Tosei  that  farther  time  might  be  allowed  to  con- 
sider the  tubjeci^yeas  53. 

BDBR'S  CONSPIEAOT. 
Mr.  J.  R&NOOLPH — ln.the  President's  Message 
at  the  commencement  of  the  session,  he  an- 
nounced to  us  as  fallows: 


were  combining  together,  arming  and  organiztng  them' 
■elves,  contrary  ta  law,  to  carry  on  a  military  eipedi' 
tion  against  the  lerritories  of  Spain,  I  thonghl  ^ 
tteceanry,  by  prodanialioD  as  well  ae  by  sped*!  ordenr, 
to  take  mesanre*  for  preventing  and  anppieenng  this 
enterpriee,  for  aeiung  the  veeiela,  aima,  and  other 
meana  piorided  for  it,  and  for  aireating  and  bringing 
to  Juatice  it*  anihota  and  abetton."  - 

So  long,  said  Mr.  R.,  as  the  illegal  movements 
of  these  persons  were  supposed  to  be  directed 

Kinst  a  ibreign  nation,  althongh  the  inteieet  of 
United  States  and  their  honor  too  required, 
that  prompt  and  decisive-  measures  should  be 
taken  for' suppressing  their  designs,  yet,  I  believe, 
there,  is  no  gentleman  in  this  House  but  will 
agree  with  me  in  the  opinion  that  the  Utiltc^ 
States,  and  this  House  in  particular,  could  nut  feel 
so  deep  and  lively  an  interest  against  a  conspi- 
racy of  that  kind,  as  against  one  for  the  snbrer- 
sion  of  the  Union,  and  perhaps  of  the  liberties  of 
those  who  compose  it.  I  btive  waited  with  auxr 
ious  solicitude  for  some  information  in  relaiiou  to 
this  subiect,  that  might  be  depended  upon;  foi 
some  official  information.  I  contented  .myself, 
for  a  lon^  lime,  with  fhe-belief,  inasmuch  u  no 
information  had  been  given  to  the  House,  that 
there  wtie  imperious  reasotis  connected  with  the 
-public  welfare  which  forbade  ■  disclosure;  but 
the  aspect  which  affairs  have  taken  on  the  Mis- 
sissippi is  sufh.  that  1  can  no  longer  reconcile  ii 
to  my  sense  of  duty,  as  the  independent  Repr» 
sentaiiveof  an  inde^iendent  people,  to  rest  satinied 
in  that  state  of  supineness  ana  apathy  in  which 
the  House  tas  been  satisfied  to  remain  ibr  tbe  six 
or  seven  weeks  past.  Sir,  from  the  information  I 
have  been  able  to  eotteet — and  it  is  such  that  I  am 
obliged  to  place  great,  if  nM  implicit  reliance  on 
it — It  does  appear  to  me,  that  if  the  Government 
of  Spain  is  in  any  wise  eoncemedin  these  measures, 
it  is  concerned  not  as  the  defendant,  bat  as  the 
plaintiff;  as  the  aggressing  party,  and  not  as  the 
party  on  whom  the  agression  is  made.  So  long 
I  was  induced  to  oelieve  that  by  withholding 
rreet  information  from  the'  Legislature,  the  sut 
stantial  interests  of  the  nation  would  be  more 
essentially  subserved,  than  by  laying  it  before 
them,  90  long,  though  not  without  reluctance.  I 
acquiesced  in  its  being  withheld.    But,  froi 


moA  prompt  and  efficacious  measures  for  secor- 
ins  the  Union.    The  bubble  is  said  to  hare  bunt 
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aod  there  no  loofter  remaint  bdj  reason  why  thi 
iDfonnatiaD  in  ihe  posse'ssioa  of  the  Eiecuiivi 
ought  to  be  withheld.  Bat,  to  guard  agaioM  si 
possible  objection,  I  bare  endeavored  so  to  rrame 
the  motion,  ai  to  do  away  any  objeclionari 
from  this  con tidera lion.  It  does  appear — from  the 
newspaper!,  it  is  true,  bat  under  a  much  htgttei 
saDclioo  than  is  generally  attached  to  inCorma- 
tion  received  through  Knch  a  ehaonel — it  does  ap- 
pear in  evidence,  under  the  unction  of  uiexamin- 
■ation  before -the  Legislature  of  Kentucky,  thai 
'ever  since  the  peace  of  1763,  Spain  has  inces- 
aantly  labored  to  detach  the  Western  people  from 
the  Uuian;  iliaC  subsequeatiy  to  the  Treaty  of 
San  LoteoKO  she  has. carried  ou  intrigues,  and  ' 
the  most  fait)ilessa  misner  withheld  acceding 
in  stipulation*,  in  order  lo  excite  a  spirit  ia  li 
Western  country  subTersive  oC-the  Union  ;  that 
■be  subsequently  mqde  «  propoajlion  of  th«  mo.i 
flagitious  kind  to  several  leading  characters  l 
Kentucky,  and  •«  I  believe  elsewhere,  h  a^ 
pears,  indeed,  that  she  has  never  lost  sight  of  thi 
object ;  and  I  believe  she  never  will  lose  ught 
of  it'so  long  Bs  she  shall  End  materials  lo  work 
upon,  or  a  ^adow  of  hope  ihaT  she  will  suc- 
ceed. It  appears  lo  me  that  she  baa  fouDd  those 
laaierials ;  that  they  are  of  the  most  dangerous 
nature ;  that  they  are  aow  in  operation ;  and 
that,  perhaps  at  thiamomem  while  I  am  ad- 
dressing you,  at  least  for  a  tim^  the  fate  of  the 
Western  country  mar  have  been  decided. 

Sir,  this  subject  ofihis  strong  argutneoiSj  in  ad- 
dition to  numerous  reasons  presented  ^urug  the 
present  sesajonof  Cotigress,  to  justify  the  policy 
avowed  by  certain  gentlemen  during  the  last  ses- 
■ion.  BO  highly  coa&toned ;  and  if  lam  correctly 
informed^  the  other  branch  of  tha  Legislature  are 
aow  acting  on  that  policy  so  contemned  aud 


itspised. 
[Mr.E 


^  .r.BpEittimaatd  it  was  not  iii  order  to  allude 
U  the  proc«edingB  of  Ihe  Senate.] 

Mr.  J.  RiNnotPB — I  shall  say  no  inon  on  that 
point,  but'l  will  say  this  in  relation  to  our  own 
^pCT  business:  We  have  bad  a  bill  before  us 
nntnoiizing  the  President  to  accept  volunteers. 
A  member  of  the  commitue,  with  whom  ihis'bill 
wiginated,  and  with  whocn  I  bad  the  pleaaure  of 
•onearrtDB^intimately  connected  and  domesti- 
cated wittk  ihje  Secntaiy  of  War — did  make  a 
fwopoaillon -before  that  committee,  substantially 
the  tame  irilh  that  lejeeted  at  the  last  session ; 
to  aagmntt  the  military  foices  to  meet  the  pfess- 
ingexigeDeieB  of  the  limes;  and  which  Iprtsurae 
mnst  u*e  had  the  sanction  of  that  officer.  Is 
tkereamanin  this  House,  who  at  this  day  doubts, 
that  if  tba  QoretnaiCBt—I  mean  the  Esecuiive 
tnd  Legislature — had  taken  a  manly  and  decisive 
attitude  towards  Spain,  and  instead  of  pen,  ink, 
and  paper,  had  given  men  and  arms— is  there  a 
tnan  who  believes  that  not  only  Spain  would 
bave  been  overawed,  hut  that  those  domestic 
traitors  would  also  have  been  intimidated  and  over- 
awed, whose  plans  ihrealen  to  be  so  dangerous? 
Would  an^  man  hare  dreamt  of  descending  the 
Misaingippi  at  the  head  of  an  qoprincipled  ban- 
ditti, if  New  Orkana  had  been  tcrti^,  and  strong 


foriiScatioas  erected  in  its  neighborhood  7  What 
did  we  then  hear?  Money,  dollars  andceatt! 
Is  there  not  now  every  reason  to  believe,  esp^ 
cislly  when  w«  considet  the  superintandence 
under  which  the  expeases  are  incurred,  that  the 
saving  of  the  campaign  m  the  Sabine,  and  the 
saving  of  the  costly  measures  taken  by  the  Cob- 
niandei^in-ehief,  on  his  own  responsibility,  would 
have  been  equal  to  the  expense  of  raising  and 
msintaining  for  one  year  tlie  additional  Torca 
proposed  at  the  last  session  to  be  raised  ?  There 
cqn  be  no  doubt  but  on  the  principle  of  economy, 
wiihout  taking  into  view  the  effect  on  the  Union, 
the  Uflited  States  would  have  been  gainers.  A 
spectator,  not  in  the  habit  of  reading  our  public 

Srints,  or  qf  coovetsing  with  individuals  out  (j 
oors,  but  who  should  draw  his  ideas  of  the  situ- 
ation of  the  country  from  the  proceedings  of  this 
House  during  the  present  sessioo,  would  be  led  to 
infer  that  theie  neve)  existed  in  any  nation  a 
greater  dwree  of  peace,  traikquilliiy,  or  union,  at 
home  Of  abroad,  than  in  the  United  Statas  at  (his 
time;  and  yet,  what  is  the  facti  That  the  Uftt- 
ted  Slates  are  not  only  threatened  witii  external 
war,  but  with  conspiracies  and  treasons,  the  mora 
alarming  from  Oieir  not  being  defined.  And  yet 
we  sit  and  adjourn,  adjourn  and  sit,  take  things 
as  schoolboys,' do  as  we  ara  bid,  and  ask  no  quas- 
tions.  I  cannot  reconcile  this  line  of  conduct  to 
my  ideas  of  the  duly  of  a  member  on  this  door. 
Among  the  Slate  authoriiies,  there  appears  to  be 
one  that  hasacted  with  a  promptnessand  decision 
that  does  it  et-eat  honor.  Yes,  the  youngest  mem- 
ber of  the  Federal  Ihmily  has  been  found  to  be 
the  first  to  ward  off  the  impending  daaget,  while 


view  of  the  subject,  I  beg  leaVe  to  offer  the  fol- 
lowing resolution:' 

Salved,  That  the  Piendent  of  the  Dnhed  8«a*st 
ba,  and  be  herebj  is,  leqnestad  to  by  bdbte  thisHonsa 
anj  infonution  in  unssnasinn  of  the  Ezacvlive,  axoept 
such  as  be  may  deem  the  public  walfiue  te  reqniia  not 
to  be  diicloMd,  touching  Bay  illegal  eombinstion  of 
privste  indinduals  sgsiiut  the  peace  sad  safety  of  tha 
Uoion,  or  any  nulitsi;  expedition  planned  ^  soeh 
individuals  sgunst  the  territories  of  any  Power  in  amity 
with  the  United  States;  together  with  the  messntM 
which  the  EiecuQie  has  puisaed  and  piapoaes  to 
take  for  lappreising  or  detesting  the  asme.  <. 

,  Mr.  CHANni.EB  said,  he  had  the  honor  to  be  t 
titember  of  the  committee  alluded  lo  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  and  he  believed,  frotn  ihc 
propositions  that  were  inade  by  him,  he  was  Ihe 
member  referred  to.  He  believed  he  had  mada 
a  proposition  in  the  committee  lo  augmeot  the 
nutnbsT  of  the  present  forces,  by  addins  to  each 
coinpany  such  a  number  of  men  as  would  enlar^ 
it  to  a  hundred  instead  oreighty.  He  made  this 
proposition,  because,  from  ue  Extension  of  oui 
territory,  he  thought  il  necessary,  and  because  he 
thou|(hl,  by  thus  adding  to  the  number  of  our 
troops,  witaout  increasing  the  officers,  the  public 
would  be  88  well  served,  without  incurring  the 
expense  alteodiog  the  creation  of  additional  offi- 
Cera.    He  believed  the  proposition  went  furlhei, 


dbyGoo^le 


3ST 


BiarORY  OF  OONOKESS. 


jAKOAUt,  1807. 


Burr's  CoMfiraey. 


H.  orR. 


and  auiborized  the  President  to  raiie  a  ceitain 
nuinher  of  iroops,  provided  tbe  public  good,  iu  bis 
OjUDioD,  required  it.  He  pteBumed,  boii[ever,  that 
toe  Secretary  of  Wat  liad  never  kaowti  that  such  a 
ptopMiiioa  was  nude  or  iateaded  to  be  made, 
and  touch  less  hadsauctioued  itby  hia  opiniou. 
Mr.  Q.  said,  he  barely  meDlisDed  thia  cifcuni' 
itaDce,  to  show  that  Ibe  Secretary  of  Wat  did 
not  cotQDiuaicaie  information  in  this  way.    . 

Mr.  Alston  believed  that  no  maa  in  the  House 
was  more  disposed  than  himself  to  receive  any  in- 
formation from  the  Executive  Govern  men  t,  that 
would  eoable  them  to  take  the  necessary  steps 
a^inst  foreign  or  domestic  enemies.  But  where 
did  they  meet  with  ajiy  groutuls  to  justify  the 
opinion  that  a  foreign  attaclt  was  meditated  f  The. 
conirary  was  his  opinion.  He  had  heard  of  do 
circumstances  which  justified  the  belief  of  such  . 
an  attack  bein^  meditated,  particularly  by  Spain 
on  the  west  side  of  the  Mississippi.  What  waa  ' 
known  on  this  subject  f  That  the  commandiDg ' 
officers  on  the  pait.of  the  United  States  and  S^ln,' 
had  agreed  not  to  Tiolate-lhe.iaterveniDS  terriioryr 
nnlil  fresh  information  was  received  from  their 
Qoveritpieuts.  There  was  nDground  therefore  to 
believe  that  an  attack  would  be  made  from  that. 
quarter.  Oa  the.  con^arv,  if  newspaper  informa- 
tioc  was  to  be  credited,  the  attack  wa»  to  ba  from ' 
our  own  territory,  and  was  contetQplated  against 
that  very  nation.  If  this  were  true,  what  ijght 
have  we  16  betiere  in  a  foreign  attack  from  any 
other  quarter  ?  Did  evidence  exist  in  the  Landsof 
the  Executive  of  an^such  foreignatiaftk  being  con- 
templated 1  If  so,  IS  there  not  the  strouii^it  rea- 
son to  believe  that  we  siiout4  have  received  in- 
formation of  itwitboutadeinaQd?  Let  any- gep- 
tleman  examine  this  Mibiectifind  say  if  it  is  aot  wise 
to  leave  the  business  wliare  it  now  is.  Whether 
the  measures  adoftted  at  the  last  sessioB,  or  those 
which  were  proposed,  were  the  best,  it  is  Dot,said 
Mr.  A.,  for  me  to  say.'  Time  wiUdelertoine.  But 
this  I  laay  say — if  we  bad  then  passed  ao  act  for 
raising  a  few  regiments,  there  wolild  not  have 
1>een  one  of  them  ny  this  time  oa  Iha  Mississippi. 
We  mi^ht  have  got,  as  heretofore  a  regiment  of 
officers  i  but  there  would  have  beea  bo  legimenle 
of  men. 

W.e  have  been  farther  told  of  (he  policy  of  tak- 
ing a  manly  attitude  against  Spain.  We  bad  a 
resolution  offered  (q  us,  which  in  my  opinion 
amounted  to  a  declaration  of  war — not  merely  for 
defending  the  country  on  the. frontier, but  for  carry 
ing  on  a  war  a^nst  SpKin.  What  was  the  sit- 
nation  of  the  coutttrv  when  thia  resolution  was 
submitted?  Oefencetess indeed  !  Wemigithave 
acted  here,  but  Spkin  would  have  acted  there:  If 
the  persons  alluded  to  by  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia are  now  in  a  combmation  with  Spain,  might 
they  Dot  have  also  been  in  a  combination  then;  and 
had  we  a.<isumeda  hostile  attitude,  might  they  not 
have  acted  witb  more  effect  than  they  can  now  1 
There  is  i^Dt  a  doubt,  in  mv  mind,  ijiat  as  soon  as 
it  isproper,  information  will  belaid  before  us  with- 
out calling  for  it.  If  such  a  resolution  be  carried 
to  the  President,  be  will  deem  himself  bound  to 
BOtamunicaie  \iut  wltoLe  inforoution,ia  wbaUver 


terms  it  may  be  couched.  I  have  no  apprehen- 
sion and  feel  no  dread  of  any  force  that  can  be 
brought  against  us  in  the  Western  country.  Our 
force  there  will  be  able  to  cope  with  any  that  shall 
be  embodied  against  the  United  States  and  the 
moment  tbe  man  at  ibeir  head  ^ball  declare  him- 
self hostile  to  the  Uoion^  the  very  forces  which 
he  has  raised  will  turn  their  bayonets  against  him; 
they,  will  desert  him..  If  this  is  all  the  groond  that 
can  be  assigned,  Ilhinkit  best  not  to  carry  this  r»- 
solulion  immediately  to  the  President.  In  a  few 
days  WB  shall  probably  receive  another  western 
mail,  and  if  the  information  then  received  ahall 
not  be  aatisfactorv,  or  serious  danger  appean  to 
exist,  we  m«y  call  for  that  informAtiou  'which  is 


heard  it  slated  that  newspaper  informa- 
tion was  proper  for  legUlative  action.  For  this 
reason  we  are  to  wait,  it  seems,  until  we.  get  two 
or  three  more  newspapers  from  ibe  Western  coub- 
irjr.  He  would  ask  if  there  ever  ware  ideas  ao 
strange  subinitted  to  a  legislative  body  1  He  said, 
beknewthat  it  was  very  fashionable  for  the  major- 
itv  to  express  a  full  eonGdence  in  the  Executive 
Magistrate ;  but  he- would  ask  whether  tbis  was 
a  correct  doctrine?  Thefonsiiiuiion'vested  the 
important  power  of  declariiig  war  in  the  two 
branches  of  the  Legislature.    ^When,  therefore,  the 

Seace  and  safely  of  the  country  were  placed  in  tbe 
ands  oTthe  two  Honses,  did  it  contemplBle  that 
in  tbe  exercise  of  these  powers  they  ahoqU  depend 
on  newspaper  ioformatiui  1  The  gentlemiB  aaft, 
if  we  had  passed  a  law  for  raisinc  additional  tioopi 
tbe  laat  Session,  we  should  not  have  got  the-  troop* 
by  this  time.  Mr.  C.  snid  this  was  the  Erst  tiiae 
be  had  ever  heard  delay  assigned  as  a  sufficient 
reason  for  omitting  to  do  anything. .  The  fpentle- 
nan  says,  we  bave  every  reason  to  believe  that 
Spain  euterlains  no  hostile  inieatioas  towards  oa. 
But  take  the  g»iLleman?s  own  source  of  infarna- 
tion,  the  newspapers,  and  we  hare  every  reason 
to  believe^  that  from  the  year  1783,  that  Gorem- 
AcLDt  has  been  in  a  conspiracy  against  tbe  peace 
and  ualty  of  ibe  United  Statea.  We  know  with 
what  determination  theMinisterof  Spain,  in  1783, 
epdeaTored^td  make  our  MinisMrs  accede  to  a 
more  limited  boundary  of  the  United  Statea  than 
that  eMablisbed  by  treaty.  Spain  has  never  lost 
sight  of  this  subject,  ai^d  sometimes  by  fair  and 
sometimes  by  foul  means  has  continued  to  por- 

Wbat  is  the  object  of  this  lesolution  ?  We 
find  that.sreat  alarm  exists,  particularly  911  the 
A^aiKic  board.  W»  find  gentlemen  from  tbe 
westward  either  ignorant,  or  pretending  to  be  ig- 
norant of  the  existence  of  anytbing  alarming. 
Under  these  circumstances,  tbe  House  ate  without 
official  in  formation.  We  are  told  that  because  we 
haveconfideoce  in  tbe  Executive,  we  ought  to  rely 
on  bis  givine  us  information  assoen  as  ii  is  proper. 
Mr.  C.  saidne  would  submit  whether  x\ya  comr 
ported  with  the  dignity  of  a  Hep re'senta live,  and 
whetlier  it  was  proper  for  bim  to  depend  on  news- 
paper informalioif. 

Mi.  ALsxaH  laid  that  all  be  bad  obeeived  ia  »- 
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latioo  to  newspaper  information  was  in  reply  tc 
vhst  bad  been  said  on  tbe  other  lide. 

Mr.  J.  Clat  resnmed  bis  remarks;  bat,  anei 
nttering  a  few  Words,  declared  himself  too  unwell 
(•proceed,  and  sal  down. 

Mr.  BcHWELL  said,  on  attending  to4he  resolu- 
tion, he  thought  it  one  that  was  highlv  expedient 
(0  be  adoptsd  at  this  time.  He  viewed  it  as  a  call 
upon  the  Execatire  for  true  and  precise  informa- 
tion of  acts  and  measures  on  whtcli  the  pence  of 
the  Union,  perhaps,  depended-.  It  was  perfeetlf 
immaterial  to  him  itfhether  Spain,  England,  or 
France,  should  be  implicated  in  the  information 
^iven ;  whether  tbe  whole  or  a  part  of  these  na- 
tions were  combined  in  the  project.  It  was  suffi- 
cient for  him  that  the  peace  of  the  cduniry  was 
threatened,  that  the  minds  of  oar  citizens  were 
alarmed,  and  that  (his  was  the  onlf  branch  of  the 
GoTernment  competeat  to  preserve  the  peace  of 
the  country,  and  tranquillize  the  pnblic  mind.  It 
was  clear  that  danger  did  exist ;  that  the  peace  of 
the  country  was  threatened  by  a  lawless  banditti, 
whose  object  was  to  violate  the  lam  of  the  conn- 
try,  and  to  dismember  the  Union.  It  was  impoi- 
tenl  to  know  the  extent  of  these  measures,  that 
the  Legislature  might  beable  to  decide  what  steps 
it  was  proper  to  take  to  guard  against  them.  There 
Was  a  time,  Mr.  B.  said,  when  Ee  should  have  been 
oppoaediosucharesolution.  That  time  was  when 
the  Executive  was  eodearoring  to  gain  informa- 
tioD  calctilated  to  throw  licht  on  the  plot ;  but 
that  time  had  passed  by,  All  those  engaged  in  it 
must  by  this  time  be  completdy  enlisted  and  em- 
barked initj^nd  nothing  which  (he  Eieeulive 
•ball  now  disclose  could  extricate  them  from  be- 
igg  secured  and  punished  as  they  deserved.  If 
a  resolution  were  laid  on  the  table  for  an  inquiry 
into  the  Qatureoftbe  plot,  as  that  might  place  the 
men  concerned  in  it  on  their  guard,  he  should  be 
opposed  to  it.    But  was  it  not  known  to  every 

Sntleraan,  that  the  plan  was  so  fat  matured  that 
e  information  could  not  reiich  the  conspirators 
in'thne  to  prevent  its  ezecntionT  Snp[)ase  the 
Executive  shall  state  to  us,  that  certain  individ- 
uals were  implicated.  Can  that  enable  them' to 
dude  punishment  1  No,  they  are  fnlly  embarked, 
aod  nothing  remains  for  us  to  dc,  but  to  take  such 
measures  as  the  case  requires.  Another  advan- 
tage would  result  from  the  resolution.  Suppose 
the  Executive  to  have  taken  every  necessary  roea- 
aure,  and  I  believe,  said  Mr.'  B.  tiAi  they  have,  to 
defeat  these  projects, what  will  be  tbeconsequeQce'I 
Will  not  this  ioformatioa  tend  to  tranquillize  the 
mind  of  every  man  in  the  country?  Mr.  B.  said 
he  repeated,  that  it  was  because  be  had  confidence 
ia  the  Executive  Magistrate;  because  be  wished 
for  true  and  full  information  on  the  subject;  be- 
caate  the  disclosure  of  persons  implicated  could 
do  no  mischief,  and  because  oji  official  statemeDi 
would  tranquillize  the  public  cnind,  that  he  was 
io  favor  of  the  resolniion.  For  his  part,  he  was 
ready  to  say  that  if  ihef  Executive  gave  mforma- 
tion  that  required  an  augmentation  of  our  for- 
ces, he  was  prepared  to  give  him  the  necessary 
means  for  daendtng  the  coimtry,  under  the  im- 
pTttsion  tbtt  it  wu  the  dntf  of  every  member  to 


protect  the  Ui(ion  from  iotenial  injury  or  foreign 
danser. 

Mr.  Masters.— Mr.  Speaker:  From  the  best 
information  1  have  been  able  to  obtain,  the  con- 
spiracy is  yet  progressing  with  increased' ardor 
end  zeal.  Iflberewasnoconspiracyexistingandnot 
a  eonspirator  in  the  United  States,  I  believe  it  high 
time  to  pursue  more  energetic  measures  far  the 
safelT,  security,  and  honor  of  this  nation,  and  at 
least  be  prepared  to  act.  Has  not  the  Cbremmeot 
of  Spain  refused  to  ratify  her  solemn  treaty,  and 
for  several  years  manifested  hostile  intentions  to> 
wards  the  American  nation,  and  actually  put  ber 
troops  in  motion  to  invade  our  territory?  Has 
she  Bot  refused  (o  reetdl  her  Minister,  who  has  re- 
peatedly insulted  the  nation,  and  whose  recall  has 
been  demanded  by  the  Executive  7  Does  she  not 
continue  tpprocrastioate  and  delay  tbe  pending 
negotiation,  probably  with  &  view  to  see  toe  result 
of  oar  negotiation  Vith  Great  Britain,  and,  stimu- 
lated by  France,  to  view  that  negotiation  with  a 
jealons«ye,  as  though  there  were  secret  instruc- 
tions to  operate  to  her  disadvantage,  or  some  othir 
pretence  for  aggression  t 

When  the  committee  reported  the  bill  to  att- 
thbrize  the  President  to  accept  of  volunteers,  I 
must  confess  I  was  astonished,  because  the  report 
contained  no  clause  for  raising  regular  troops.  I 
therefore  called  on  the  committee,  to  know  if  that 
was  (he  onlv  measure  contemplated  by  the  com- 
mittee. If  It  was,  I  fhoDght  it  very  inefficient  in 
(be  present  state  of  affiiirs,  both  internal  and  ex- 
ternal. I  obtained  no  direct  answer,  but  was  in- 
formed it  was  only  a  report  in  [wtt. 

I  wish  to  get  the  necessary  information  from 
the  Executive,  and  to  pursue  active  and  efficient 
measures,  and  not  drink  of  (be  cup  of  national 
degradation. 

Hr.  'Shii.ig. — We  have  had  such  a  picture 
drawn  of  our  situation,  that  1  am  willing  to  go 
any  proper  length.  But  I  am  surprised  to  hear 
such  a  representation  made  as  would  lead  us  to 
believe  that  we  were  on  the  eve  of  a  war.  If  this 
representation  be  founded,  it  appears  that  certain 

Krsons  have  been  perpetually  intriguing,  and 
ve  only  waited  for  an  opportunity  to  strike  tbe 
most  deadly  blow.  For  one,  however,  I  shall  be 
indisposed,  as  I  always  have  been  indisposed,  to 

So  into  measares  of  a  warlike  character  without 
le  most  sufficient  reasons.  Indeed,  my  opinion 
it,  that  while  (he  country  is  in  a  state  of  safety, 
we  never  should  commit  it  to  the  borrors  and 
hazards  of  war.  On  either  side,  we  have  nothing 
hut  newspaper  information  with  regard  to  the  re- 

Eresentation  that  has  been  drawn.  We  know, 
owever,  from  a  diSerent  source,  that  a  negotia- 
tion has  been  for  some  time  dependinjc  with 
Spain ;  that  that  n^otiatian  is  not  terminated ; 
and  that  tbe  troops,  of  Spain,  as  well  as  our  own, 
are  on  the  frontier ;  and  tbe  commanders  of  those 
troops  have  made  an  agreement  not  to  disturb 
each  other  until  they  shall  have  received  special 
instructions.  Does  this  look  like  being  on  the  eve 
of  a  war  with  Spain  1  Snrely  not:  And  if  not, 
why  this  extraordinary  anxiety  on  this  occasion  i 
I  do  not  like  tbe  lesolatioii  fi>r  thii  leaaon:  it  be- 
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speaks  a  mat  of  cooSdeace  in  the  BxecntiTe. 
CoD^reas  hare  the  power  to  declare'wkr  and  to 
[mtvide  the  means  of  ekrryinz  it  on ;  when  pro- 
vided, it  in  the  CoDstitutionat  auty  of  the  Exeea- 
tive  to  condaci  it.  Now,  hare  we  not  already 
provided,  oi  are  we  not  already  providing  alt  the 
means  thiil  have  been  required  1  Do  we  doubt 
the  capacity  of  the  BxecntiTs  to  judge  of  the 
means  that  are  tiecessary  to  be  given,  or  of  his 
nsfng  then)  trroperly  1  Is  it  to  be  presumed  that 
if  the  President  thought  it  necessary  to  app))'  for 
further  means  he  would  not  hare  done  sot  No' 
bodf  can  hold  this  opioion  who  doee  not  doubt 
the  integrity  or  the  capacity  of  the  President.  'It 
is  his  duty  to  do  tbia,  and  if  he  )ws  not  done  it, 
we  must  consider  him  either  incapable  of  judg- 
ing what  is  necessary,  or  as  guilty  of  something 

An  allusion  has  been  made  to  the  measures  of 
the  last  session.  It  is'regretted  by  the  gentleraan 
from  Virginia  that  hbopmions  were  not  adopted; 
and  he  thinks  he  bu  a  right  to  triumph,  because 
the  same  measures  which  he  then  recemmended 
are  noW  found  necessary.  Sappose  the  same 
measures  should  now  be  necessary  which  he  then 
recoDomended — which,  howeyer,  I  am  far  fiom 
admitting— are  the  circumstances  of  the  country 
the  samel  It  will  be rect^ected  that  one  erf  the 
purposes  for  which  tttat  gentleman  wished  troops 
to  be  raised  was  to  chastise  Spain.  T  was  not  of 
opinion  that  it  was  then  necessary  to  chastise 
Spain,  and  I  am  still  of  opinion  that  it  is  not  De^ 
cessary  to  chasf  ise  her.  Another  reason  has  been 
assigned  by  that  gentleman  for  those  measures ; 
it  seems  -those  tneosnres  would  have  prevented 
this  internal  conspiracy.  It  does  not^  however, 
appear  that  we  knew  of  the-«xistsnCe  of,  or  fore- 
saw any  conspiracy,  or  had  any  expectation  of 
such  a  thing;  nor  did  the  gentleman  himself  ap- 
prehend or  predict  it.  If  he  had  entertained  such 
opinions,  it  would  certainly  have  been  kind  to 
have  told  us  so.  If,  then,  everything  on  this  sub- 
ject was  so  vasiie,  are  we  to  be  told  that  ti,was 
necessary  to  raise  troops  to  guard  against  a  con- 
spiracy that  mighr  happen  seven  years  after- 
terwards?  Id  my  opinion,  we  ought  not  to  have 
raised  additional  troops  (he  last  year,  nor  ought 
we  to  raise  them  this  year,  so  long-as  things  re- 
inaiD  as  they  are.  -At  all  events,  I  will  never  give 
TDf^  consent,  durine  the  time  of  peace,  to  raise  ad- 
ditional troops, 'unless  neoeasary  fbrgarrisonduty. 
I  believe  the  militia  and  volunteers  are  abundant- 
ly sufficient  for  all  exigencies.  I  will,  however, 
tay  this,  thai  if  it  sbcuU  be  considered  necessary, 
from  the  extension  of  our  territory,  to  raise  troops 
for  garrisoning  onr  posts,  I  do  not  know  that 
will  meet  with  my  opposition;.  But  as  to  raising 
additional  forces  with  which  to  go  to  war  with 
Spain,  1  have  no  idea  of  it ;  and  as  to  raising  troops 
to  cmsh  any  coniipincy  that  may  exist,  or  be  ap- 
prehended, I  see  no  necessity  for  it.  It  is  remark- 
able that  we  should  eniertam  any  opinions  in 
vor  of  socb  a  mMsnre|^  when  the  President, 
wham  the  great  responsibiHty  rests,  does  not  c 
sider  it  necessary. 

Mr.  8.  rapMted  Iiis  mrpm  at  the  ilaiming 


picture  which  had  been  dravrn  of  our  si 
and  bis  opinion  that  no  necessity  existed  to  adopt 
the  resolution  at  this  time.  If  he  believed  the 
President  iradequate  to  the  performance  of  his 
doty,  be  might  be  the  more  ready  lo'accede  toit; 
but,  Believing  him  fg II y  competent,  heshouldvote 
against  tt. 

Mr.  HoLLiNn.— This  appears  to  me  to  he  a 
very'improper course.  The  President  is  request- 
ed 10  tell  us  what  measures  he  has  taken,  and 
what  measures  he  hereafter  intends  to  take,  to 
suppress  this  conspiracy.  This  seems  to  me  to 
be  extremely  exceptionable,  and  may  eo  to  defeat 
the  very  end  intended  to  be  answered  by  obtain- 
ing the  information  desired.  Where  is  there  any 
necessity  at  all  for  this  measure  at  this  time?  u 
l^  not  the  duly  of  the  President  to  give  us  such 
ibfbrmation  at  all  limes  as  the  exigencies  of  the 
country  requires?  And  hare  we  not  reason  to 
repose  confidence  in  tbefixeentive?  If  we  have, 
this-  molDlion  is  altogether  useless.  We  bare 
been  told  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  that  if 
thfrmeasures  recommended  at  the  last  sessicmhad 
been  addpied,  he  thinks  it  would  hare  been  mnch 
better  for  the  country,  and  that  all  kind  of  danger 
would  haie  been  removed.  I,  however,  am  one 
of  those  who  do  not  possess  that  eonfidence  in  a 
regular  esiablishmen^  which  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  possesses.  Nor  have  I  any  apprehensioD 
for  the  peaccand  safety  of  ihe  country.  I  bare 
reason  to  believe  that  there  are  some  desperate 
characters  engaged  in  disturbing  the  peace  of  so- 
ciety, but  I  confide  in  the  integrity  of  the  people  ; 
and  I  believe  the  strength  of 'the  militia  will  al- 
ways b«  found  competent  to  the  exigency.  If  I 
have  fears,  they  do  not  arise  from  .this  qnartet; 
they  do  not  arise  from  the  want  of  a  Regular  es- 
taMishment  The  larger  that  establishment,  the 
greater  my  fears.  It  any  fears  are  to  be  enteiv 
tained,  In  my  opinion  they  ought  to  be  fears  of  the 
disafiection  of  the  army.  I  hope,  however,  that 
we  have  do'  nvuuds  for  fears  at  present  on  this 
t^ad.  But  if  there  should  be  any  such  disaffec- 
tion, I  belteve  the  energy  of  the  people  would  be 
sufficient  to  resist  it — would  be  sofficient  to  resist 
any  danger  from  witbiu  or  without.  Tbinkinz 
di&rently  from  the  gentiemau  from  Virginia,  ana 
that  the  safetv  of  the  country  does  not  consist  in 
the  extent  oi  our  Military  Establishment,  I  am 
for  taking  different  measures.  I  am  against  ex- 
tending Ue  army,  but  in  favor  of  organizing  the 
militia  in  such  a  way  as  to  render  it  efficient  I 
am,  however,  hostile  to  the  adoption  of  Ibis  prop- 
osition. The  gentleman  from  VirginiB  (Mr.  Bur- 
well)  has  remarked  that  the  time  nas  come  when 
we  may  safely  adopt  the  projxwition.  That  gen- 
tleman may  have  information  which  we  do  not 
eissegs,  that  may  induce  him  to  form  this  opiuioD. 
ut,  from  the  information  I  possess^  1'  think  dif- 
ferently.  I  believe  the  President  will  oommuni< 
cate  to  us  all  the  information  that  is  necessary 
,and  proper  for  tie  to  possess,  an^  his  not  having 
communicated  it  in  this  instance  is  conclusive 
evidence  to  my  mind  of  the  impropiiely  of  ask* 
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•one  iniportaiice,  and  tronhj  of  comideratioD  be- 
fore il  WM  adopted.  He  thereforeaoveditapott- 
ponement  till  Mosday. 

Mi.  Bdbwgi.l  said  he  had  a  single  remark  to 
make  in  reply  to  the  geatleman  froia  North  Ca- 
roliiu,  who,  nad  ialimaled  tbst  he  might  be  ao- 
^u&iDled  with  some  circumstaoces  iiot  in  jKssca- 
■lon  «f  the  Hou^e.  He  begged  leave  to  laforra 
kim,  aod  the  other  menibeis  of  the  House,  that 
fae  was  acquainted  with  no  circuiqitauces  other 
tbau  those  which  he  had  obtained  through  the 
new^Mpeis  or  from  official  ComuiUDicaliont. 

Ur.  Li/OVD. — When  this  reiolution  was  laid  en 
the  table,  it«ppeared  to  me  ao  simple  that  nobody 
could  doubt  its  propriety.  For  my  own  part,  I 
shall  not  enter  into  a  coD.'uderBtion  of  the  meas- 
wet  of  the  la«l  sesaioit — the  propriety  or  impro- 
priet);  of  which  are  not  now  at  issue.  The  only 
«tieation  before  (be  House  is  this:  1*  it  proper  for 
Uiii  House,  when  the  country  is  threatened  with 
an  insurrection  or  au  iavauoB,  when  there  is  lea- 
■OD.  to  think  immioeni  danger  exttt^  to  request 
the  neeesMry- information,  to preveQi  tbe injurious 
ooose^eucee  that  may  ensue,  without  the  appli- 
cation  of  proper  remedies  1  I  have  heard  but 
three  obieMi(»s  made  to  this  resolutioti,  neither, 
ef  whicli  eeemi  to  me  entitled  to  the  leait  ttnce. 
The  first  ia,  that  if  the  reMitutiou  be  carried  to  the 
PreaidenL  he  will  conaider  it  his  duly 

caleatl  the  infonnatioa  ip  bis  posaei  

genilemen  who  make  this  otgeetiou  surely  have 
■ot  attended  to  the  language  of  the  (eaoiu6oii. 
Doeait  DOi'espreatly  conGae  the  request  to  th« 
oommuaicatioD  of  such  information  as  the  Preai- 
dent  may  think  proper,  and  soeh  as  may  not  de- 
feat any  otgecta  he  may  hai:e  in  view  t  U,  then, 
lie  has  received  any  iufomaiion  which  he  -may 
deem  it  improper  to  communicate.,  be  is  author- 
ind  by  this  very  resolution  to  withhold  il  I 
•bould  hare  very  little  confidence  cither  in  the 
ability  or  integrity  of  the  Eieculive  if,  in  contra- 
TCDtion  of  the  wishes  of  tiiis  House,  and  in  dii««t 
boaltlity  to  the  objects  intended  to  be  answered 
by  tkia  lequeal.  he  should  coiamunicaie  inforoM- 
QoaKhich  otunttobewiibbeld.  ThegentlcBHUi 
froo.  Hortb  Carolina,  (Mr-  AlbtqiiJ  who  has 
•poken  of  the  KHluioD  as  coapelling  the  Exeo- 
niife  to  eommoBieate  infonaatioB  in  his  posses- 
tiaa,  miut  sorely  have  oTulooked  its  dinJeetion- 
tf  y  kuguage. 

The  genllemas  from  PeoneylTiraia  baa  ffbeer t- 
ed  that  tk«  resolution  appears  to  him  as  eipies- 
sive  of  a  want  of  confideace  in  the  ExcciUive.  If 
ike  doeldnft  of  eoaSdence  is  te  be  carried  tc  this 
length,  that  yoa,  who  are  the  guardians  of  the 
jteople,  ahall  sit  idle  apeolaton  of  every  impend- 
ing Btorm,  lahall  never  subseribe  to  tt.  How- 
erer  I  may  uia&de  in  th*  integrity  and  wisdom 
of  the  President,  I  owe  something  to  myself;  nor 
ean  I  ait  hae  merely  to legislate  under  Sxe^ative 
patronage.  I  want  facta  on  which  to  act.  If  the 
rasolation  shall  be  adopted,  it. will  betray  no  want 
of  cnnfidenee  in  the  Exeeative ;  it  will  only  man- 
'"   '  ''     ~  eal  of  tbe  House  to  poesess  information 


which  it  is  necessary  for  thei 
MB  be  ptepued  to  acL 


Mr.  Alston. — Tbe  gentleman  from  Maryland 
says  this  call  on  the  Executive  is  necessary.  Bat 
what  is  the  alete  of  the  case  at  present?  Is  it  not 
tbe  duty  of  the  President,  under  the  Consiiiuiiaa, 
at  all  iimee  to  give  such  inftwrnation  to  the  Le* 
ffislniure,  as  be  may  deem  necessary  and  proper 
for  theqi  toact  upon  1  And  what  it  the  language 
of  ihii  rasolnCion  1 — To  give  such  infoimatioo  at 
in  his  judgment  shall  not  be  improper.  Ou  this 
ground  ihen,  it  is  not  neceosary  to  adopt  il-  But 
take  thesubject  in  tbe  view  in  which  I  before  pre- 
sented it.  Ifwe  call  on  the  Executive  in  cbisw^y, 
he  will  deem  it  bis  du,ty  to  givethe  informatiea 
called  for.  I  have  not  particularly  attended  to-tbe 
phraseology  of  the  rcsolutioD,  but  1  question  very 
much  whether  the  qualification  in  the  fore  pariu 
it  a[^tiea  to  the  latter  part,  which  refers  to  the 
measures  taken,  or  intended  to  be  taken  b^  the 
Executive.  It  is  clear  that  some  parts  of  this  in- 
formation may  be  improper  to  be  communicated. 
For  my  part,  1  believe  that  suchacommunicaiioa 
on  this  subject,  as  ie  proper,  will  be  laid  befere  us 
aisOoc  as  practicable.  On  (his  point  of  coufideuea 
in  the  Executive  Magistrate,  1  will  uy  that  I  am 
not  in  ihe  habit  of  3ul»cubiog  to  the  opinions  of 
any  man,  nr  set  of  men  whatever.  An  implicit 
dependence  on  the  opinions  of  others  is  altogeiher 
conti^ry  to  my  habiu;  but  can  any  man  doubt 
thatif  there  is  anything  in  the  posaeasioa  of  the 
President,  proper  in  his  opinion  to  be  commoiu- 
cated,  be  would  have  conceived  himself  bound  ta 
have  communicated  it  before  this  day  ?  As  I  said 
before,  two  ot.  three  days  may  bring  us  a  Weatera 
mail,  and  news  of  the  extent  and  state  of  the  eon- 
■piraey.  Let  us  wait  till  this  time ;  the  state  of 
toiogs  may  ihenindKceus  tooallon  thePrasidaM 
for  infarmation.  It  has  been  but  a  few  ^ya  sinee 
we  have  heard  from  Orleans :  there  amwus  to  tii- 
in  there  the  greateat  confidence  in  the  KxeeatiTt^ 
and  a  force  sufficient  to  meet  any  farce  ibnt  may 
bebroqghtfrom  tbeup^  country.  Do  weknow 
the  ttxteni  of  tbiacumoination,  or  all  the  eltkraclen 
implicated  ia  it,  and  where  they  now  are  7  If  tbe 
President  wen  to  make  a  communicatioa  on  the 
subject,  is  it  not  probable,  that  if  there  bto  any 
amcmg  us  coaeeraed  in  it,  we  should  disclose  it  le 
those  interested  in  making  tbeir  escape,  aTen  were 
it  communicated  in  aonfidenceJ  May  not  ika 
safety  of  Ihfe  Union  depend  cm  defiling  U  befon 
a  disfllosure  be  made  i  If  such  a  disoloeure  be 
made,  will  not  tbe  coueiHratoiB  ehkcr  make  a  de- 
cided stand,  or,  by  retreatii^,  screen  tbemselrei 
from  punishmeat  1  We  have  had,  howevw,  I  be^ 
tieve,  enough  of  coitfideBtialeommniiicatioaaj  and 
I  hope  we  shall  not  sooh  have  any  more.  I,  for 
mie,  an  ready  to  wait  till  the  President  shall  deeia 
il  advisable  to  make  a  oommuoioatian  to  tkis 
House. 

HoixaND. — If  we  were  caUed  i^pon  by  the 
Executive  to  net  in  this  case,  it  ndght  be  proper 
to  ask  for  infarmation.  As.  however,  we  have 
not  been  ao  called  upoo,  and  as  the  Exeoutive  ia 
tbe  p^^ier  organ  for  ukin^  the  necessary  nieaaurat 
o*  ihis  subject,  the  adoptioo  of  this  resolution  ob 


to  have  before  thpy  j  our  part  would  evince  a'desire  tu  iaiermaddle  wilk 
his  dUies.    Aa  Iha  Oovstituian  ei^oins  it  upon 
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hjm  M  his  datj,  to  pre  ioftimMtioD  to  the  Lcf  i»- 
lanre  from  lhD«  to  time,  I  mq  ODl^'Cwisider  tfa« 
reqant  nude,  undei  tk«  irapretnan  thuwe  ba«« 
not  e<nfidene«  in  hii».  It  ii  trae  the  naolutioD  is 
conelwd  in  very  enrioat  Uagatse — it  reqoelts 
onif  aueb  iilliDnnsiioB  as  ke  ma^p  deem  ihe  pahlie 
wel/are  required  not  to  be  diselcned.  But  what  is 
the  balaooe  of  tfae  infonsation  1    Bzaelly  wbat 


ted  States  ba*  not  discharged  the  ditties' of  his- 
offiee ;  that  he  haa  not  done'wbat  it  was  his  daiy 
to  do ;  that  he  has  bean  gniltf  of  delar ;  and  that 
CoBffreaa  baa  been  compellH  to  tell  kim  he  has 
not  done  his  doty.  Snch  eontiderationa  ongbt  to 
indnee  n  at  least  to  hesitBte  before  wk  pass  snch 
oUoqny  on  any  braneb  of  the,  Gtovernment,  and 
more  especially  Upon  the  Pfesidenc,  at  tba  confi- 
denee  we  now  aik  for  him  is  merely  that  reposed 
ill  him  by  the  Coiistimtioo. 

At  the  iastanee  of  Mr.  Daha,  the  Clerk  read  (he 
foUowtng  exiiKctsfrom  ihelonraals  of  the  Hoase : 
"MoRBiT,  Jamiuy  3, 179V, 

"  Rfohed,  Thst  the'pTHideat  of  tbs  United  Ststaa 
be  reqneated  to  csnse  to  be  liid  before  this  Home,  in- 
famstion  of  wbst  messarM  hiTebeen  taken  tor  carrTing 
»(o  nflect  the  Timt;  betwesn  the  Uniled  Btate*  and 
the  Day  Mid  Bageney  of  Algiers ;  mi  also,  whather 
say,  BBd  what  iwthei  LegisfatiTS  aid  ma;  be  necMsary 
lor  that  jmipesa." 

"Faiui,  UsrdiM,  ITBS.    ' 

"  Ob  a  motian  made  snd  seconded,  Ihst  tbe  Hoaw 
do  come  to  the  fbllowfatKjreeolDtiao : 

"Mtioiotd,  That  (he  President  U  tbe  Uhited  Stataa 
be  nqoeatad  to  eommnnieate  to  this  Honae,  fte  daa- 
patches  froM  Ihe  Envoys  fiitTMidhiarj  from  lbs  United 
Statea  to  the  Frendi  Rapabbo,  msntiaa^  in  bis  Mes- 
sage  of  tbe  nineleentb  ioatant ;  or  sa«h  parts  Ihsreof, 
ss  eonnderations  of  public  safcty  and  intersat,  in  his 
o^nien,  tun  wmit: 

"  Oniero^  That  the  consideistion  of  the  said  motian 
be  postponed  nntil  Honds;  next." 

<'HMnAi,AFdl3,n«8. 

"The  Henss  pnieeedad  te oinsidsaiha mMiMi «f the 
tUrteanth  nhimo,  ralstin  to  the  daspata^M  of  Iha  Bn- 
voys  BitiaoiduiaiT  .6«)n  the  Unitwl  Stataa  le  tha 
French  BapnbUc:  Whereupon,  Ihe  jaid  motieti 
amended  at  the  Clerk's  tsble,  to  read  as  fallows . 

"  iieioberf.  That  die  President  of  tbe  Umt«d  Stataa 
be  reqnestadte  ewnmanicate  to  this  Hodm  the  iiutcuc- 
ticHU  lo,  snd dnpatches  from  the  EnTajsEitiaordinary 
from  the  United  States  to  the  French  Republic,  men- 
tioned in  bis  Mewtge  of  the  nineleenEh  ultmio : 

"  Th»  questian  wss  taken,  that  the  Booh  da  sgree 
to  the  same,  sa  smended,  and  lesolved  in  tbe  sffirmstire 
— yees  66,  nays  ST." 

Mr.  AiiLaw,  from  the  oommittee  sppainted  to  present 
,  to  tbe  PresideM  Of  tiie  United  Stetea  tbe  reeelntbn  of 
Us  Heaae,  relati**  to  the  iwlnielieas  I 
patdiea  fiom  Ihe  Enn^  Bitraoedinary  to 
Kepnblio,  MMitcdtbsttI 

t«  ordor,  permrDMd.tbat  St . 

ajgniJiad  Ut  them,  that  be  wenld  take  Ihe  satieet  into 
bia  c«ti«ideralioB,'and  do  theison,  wbal  tt  dioidd  anear 
to  him  the  public  isJety  required." 

Mr.  a.  W.  CAWaaLi.— I  nadentamd  theqoi 
lioB  10  b«  an  postpooiDg  the  ooniidentioa  of  t 


reaolutioD  till  Monday.  -  I  bare  neTcr  opposed  a 
resolalion  oalling  for  iufiwrnatioa  in  any  caae 
where  I  believed  the  infoivMtioa  eouU  be  of  any 
poBsible  me ;  nor  am  1  dirposed  to  say  tbat.it  is  at 
present  ttecessary  to  negative  this  resolntion^  bM 
I  do  not  sec  any  nse  in  adoptine  it  at  this  time. 
I  aek  what  use  is  to  be  made  of  the  inforaoatioa 
Ihe  resolution  propaaas  to  obtain  1  In  introdnoiiic 
ili  we  are  told  that  the  eOnatry  ma  threatened 
with  a  eoBspiraey.  Will  fentlemen  say  their  otn- 
jectis  to  raiaea  standing  army  to  quell  it  1  Are 
we  to  do  nothing  nntil  we  aet  a  war  eataUisbnuntf 
If  so,  the  conspiraton  will  has*  time  to  accom^iah 
their  objeot,  or  m. fly  from  jnatiee,  haAire  thev  ar« 
0Tertak«a.  Whaterer  nmy  have  been  the  otgaab 
of  the  conspiracy,  it  is  at  this  time  either  oonaun- 
mated  or  exploded.  iMaeilhcroartif^intoefiMt, 
orthe-probabilityof  its  beiageffeetedis destroyed. 
It  has  been  said,  if  tbe  raeaaures  pn^Menl  at  tha- 
iast  session  bad  been  adopted,  tbe  eonntry  would 
not  DOW  be  menaced  from  abroad,  or  conspiraeiea 
be  engendered  within.  I  oannot  ooDceive  the  uae 
of  introdnCing,  on  this  occasion,  ench  DbsetTaliona, 
Tbe  object  reoommended  at'tbelasl  seasioo-waa 
to  raise  a  war  esiafali^oieDt,  not  merely  to  en- 
ciease  the  existing  peace  establiabment.  Thia 
was  declared  the  lost  year,  and  ifhas  been  declared 
this  year.  Qenllemeq  hare  said,  tbay  will  not 
increase  the  peace  establishment,  bnl  will  creue 
a  war'  establishment.  Wbal  were  tbe  aimrehen* 
sions  entertained  the  last  year,  on  which  tne  pro- 
position  of  these  meaiores  was  founded  T  Has  tbe 
danger  from  Spain,  then  insisted  upon,  been  re- 
alized "i  ■  No,  air,  offisial  docnmeats  tell  lu  the  con- 
tratyi  If  ibe  reason  broogbt  forward  last  year  did 
not  jastify  it,  ootbing  has  since  intervetied  to  sane- 
tioD  il. 

Will  the  gentleman,  who  says  if  we  had  adopt- 
ed the  measures  recommend»l  the  last  session, 
they  would  have  averted  the  dangers  which  now 
threaten  ns;  tell  ns  whether  then  was  then  anf 
reason  for  apprehending  them;  will  he  say  that 
hethenexwclad  this  man  would  alibis  limehava 
ba^  carrying  osi  tbisoonspiraey  1  I^,ao,  he  sotdy 
M^^t  10  have  told  ds  of  it  I  am  dispMed  to  be* 
Itara^  that  so  far  as  i«lates  to  tlua,  or  any  othw 
eonibinatian  within  onr  limita,  no  ataoding  army 
is  Beoeesary.  If  we  bmM  hare  a  standing  aimf , 
10  pat  down  onr  own  eitixens,  whienarer  there  js 
anv  s«tio<»  vielndim  of  the  laws,  it  il  high  tint* 
to  lay.  down  onr  Itbartiaa.  If  Iha  militia  are  in- 
competent  to  nMinlain  the  pease,  it  is  full  time  to 
aeknowlcdga  the  futility  of  our  piHttical  prineiplaa. 
On  this  groond  nerer  will  I  agree  t«  raiae  a  re^ 
uhu  army,  to  meet  ooi  own  eitixana.  As  far  aa  tt 
depends  upon  me,  it  ncrer  shall  be  said,  that  we 
bane  raised  jl  regular  army  to  tnra  their  bayoneu 
against  mireitizens.  IE  themajority  of  Ihe  people 
shall  be  embarked  in  an  tnaurieeiien  (bey  ooehl 
not  to  be  eoDlroHed  ;  and  if  tha  majority  sballbe 
o«  'the  other  side,  they,  will  have  powet  ts  eruah 
iL  It  has  been  stated,  on  the  introduetioo«f  this 
reaolatton,'  that  a  member  of  ihesdecteommittea 
.trbo  bronght  in  the  hilLauiborising  the  Presidant 
to  raise  Tolmtnrs,  profKwed  an  increase  of  the 
regnlar  army,  similar,  it  ia  added,  lo  the  iocreiw 
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propoMd  doling  the  Isst  session.  The  fact,  how- 
erer,  is  this :  The  ^entlsmsn  alluded  to  offeced 
two  pcopositioDi ;  one  tokdd  lo.  the  preseDt  pe&ce 
wtablishtneiit,  whtcli  waa  Kjected  byali  theroem- 
btiBof  theeommiiteebat  himielf.  £ven  the  gen- 
tlenuia  who  iuirodnced  the  reBolution  undei  cod- 
siderecioD  gare  his  vote  aeiintt  thiK  proposed 
increase  of  the  peace  estsbtisoaieaL 

There  ia  a  bill  dow  before  me,  froni  the  Seoate, 
the  object  of  which  is  to  increase  the  fence  eitab- 
lUhment;  and  this  the  gentlemaa  sajrs  is  one  of 
the  measures  proposed  at  the  last  session.  I  have, 
however,  already  observed,  that  t4iat  gentl^naQ 
opposed  the  proposition  for  increasing  our  peace 
MtaUishmmt,  and  yet  he  informs  us  that  this 
measure  is  the  same  with  that  proposed  the  list 
session  for  thecreationof  a  war  establishment.  I 
have  considered  it  my  duly  to  make  these  obser- 
Talions,  because,  at  the  last  session,  I  was  oppoMd 
to  raising  an  artty ;  and  I  am  still  opposed  to  it, 
unleas  the  public  exi^neies  require  it.  1  do  not, 
however,  consider  this  the  proper  time  to  inveati- 
gate  this  point ;  as,  if  it  be  intended  to  crush  the 
conspiracy,  the  measure  will  bc'loo  late. 

'  It  may  be  proper  to  obwrve  that  in  my  opinion 
this  conspiracy  has  been  painted  in  stronger  colors 
than  there  is  reason  to  think  it  deserves.  It  has 
been  stated  as  dao^rous  to. the  Union.  On  what 
grounds  1  There  is  no  evidence  that  there  is  i 
any  part  of  ihe-United  States  two  hundred  pei 
sons  collected  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  it  Into 
effect.  We  have  not  even  evidence  of  this.  We 
have  indeed  newspaper  evidence,  that  it  wvs  re-' 

Krted  that  the  anihor  of  it  was  lo  march  at  the 
ad  of  two  thousand  men.  and  that  four  thou- 
sand Keoinckiana  wene  to  follow;  At  the  same 
time,  however,  that  Kentucky  is  taking  the  moat 
effeetnal  meaturee  lo  crtisli  it.    8o  far  from  there 


beiogfoortbuinaaod  Kentuokiaos  eoliMed,  I  do  d< 
believe  there  are  ten,  nnlen,  indeed,  the  straggle 


Aat  the  members  from  the 
either  ignorant,  or  pretend  lo  be  so.  of  this  '^oX. 
I  cannot  anwoae  the  geatlenian  aUaded  to  any 
member  in  this  House.  There  isonecircnmstanoe 
on  this  head  worthy  of  notice — thegreater  put  of 
the  men  aseoeialed  came  from  the  Butern country, 
and  from  the  State  ef  the  gentleman  from  Peno- 
■ylTaBJa.  With  renrd  to  the  sentiments  of  the 
Westdm  counUy,  I  believe  they  are«swell  aflect- 
ed  towards  the  Union  as  those  of  any  part  of  the 
eonfederacj.  I  do  pol  conceive  there  is  ground 
for  thealarm  that  has  gone  forth.  I  am^  however, 
wilting  to  take  any  proper  meastuvi  to  aid  the  Bx^ 
aontive  in  crushing  the  plot. 

It  hasalio  been.obeerved-by  the  introducer  of. 
th»  motion  that  the  ezpeiiBes  atlending  the  mili- 
tary expedition  on  the  Sabine  will  be  equal  to  the 
expenses  that  would  have  atteitded  the  proposed 
augmentation  of  the  army.  Bnt  it  seems  to  m« 
that  this  must  be  altogether  a  mistake.  Tiiis  ex- 
pedition was  composed  of  the  tegular  forces  and 
about  five  hundred  militia,  who  were  eagaged  but 
for  a  few  weeks.  The  expenses  of  the  former 
may  have   been  somewhat  inoieased  by  their 


movement,  and  the  price  of  provisions;  but  Mt 
additional  expense  has  been  incncred  for  their  pay. 
The  only  important  item  of  expense  must  arise 
froDi  the  militia-— ihiacaunot'be  considerable;  it 

'"  not  be  pretended  that  it  can  bearaay  compar- 
with  the  expenses  of  raising  an  army  of  five 
m  ihoasand  men.  lam  not  disposed  to  say 
anything  of  the  expenses  incurred  by  the  coiu- 
mander  of  the  army  at  New  Orleans,  as  I  am  un- 
acquainted with  the  subject;  but  I  presnmeiteaa- 
not  be  considerable. 

Bat,  to  return  to  the  only  question  before  af; 
the  President  has  informed  us  that  there  ipacos^ 
j)inatioD,.the  object  of  which  ia  to  conduct  a  tn<' 
itary  .expedition  against  the  territories  of  Spi 
What  is  the  tniormBtioit  which  we  have  sine 
ceived  ?    Does  it  not  go  to  the  same  object 
IhePreeident  is  convinced,  from  informitior 
received,' that  the  object  ia  a  different  or 
not  most  probable  that  he  wotdd  liave  so 
us?    If  the  secret  information  respectii 
implicated  be  divulged,  will  it  not  ptil  m 
cemed  ia  it  gn  their  guard,  and  induct 
escape?    This  is  the  evil  I  apprehend  fn 
ing  to  this  tesolutioD,  and  none  other.    1 
therefore,  that  the  informatiori  we  ma 
will  not  enable  ua  to  strengthen  the  ha 
Executive,  I  shall  vole  for  posipaning  t 
considerhtjon  of  this  resolution  until 
The  Presideot  has  already  advised  us  t....L  ue  tias 
taken  such  measures  as  are  calculated  to  eheck 
the  expedition,  and  bring  its  abettors,  to  punish* 
-ment    He  possesses  Ibe  power  of  calling  out  the 
mititia  if  he  thinks  the  case  requires  it ;  asd  I 
know  i^  no  acta  which  we  can  pass,  which  can 
strengthen-the  band*  of  the  Executive  more  than 
the  existing  laws. 

'Mr.  J.  RA.NnaLPH. — It  appears  to  me  that  the 
resolution  is  treated,  I  will  not  say  inteationhlly, 
with  uofaifness.  It  is  a  resolutioo  calling  for  in- 
formation, and  vet  gentlemea  opposed  to  it  call 
upon  us  mr  information  to  prove  ita  propriety. 
Theyaak,  do  you  knowthisor  that?  Weanawer, 
no ;  bat  we  Wish  to  know  it ;  and  that  we  may 
know  it,  w*  ask;  and  yet  the  requisition  is  op- 
posed, because  we  cannot  give  them  the  informa* 
titHi  It  calls  for.  If  we  Tiad  the  information,  I 
should  suppose  that  cireumatance  would  be  a 
stronger  reaaon  for  disagreeinc  to  it.  If  ve  pos- 
sessed the  infortnation,  we  should  not  want  it. 
But  it  is  said  the  danger  has  proceeded  to  such  a 
length,  and  the  crisis  is  so  advanced,  thai  nothing 
which  we  can  do  will  have  any  effect.  Are  we 
then  mefcly  to  call  in  the  poLitical  undertaker  to 
take  charge  of  ihe  body  politic,  which  is  defunct, 
to  commit  it  to  the  dust?  Qentlemen  say  it  ia  too 
late  to  do  anything.  Either  the.  afiair  has  pro- 
ceeile4  to  such  a  length  that  it  hss  by  this  time  * 
suceeedett  to  the  almost,  or  is  altogether  defeated. 
But  are  gentlemen  prepared  tt>  say  that  the  par- 
tial success  «f  the  conspiracy  shall  be  conclusive 
in  its  effeeia;  that  the  natjon  will. Set  down  eoo- 
lenjed  if  Baton  Rouge  or  New  Orleans  is  re- 
duced ? 

While  on  this  stibjeel,  permit  me  to  aay  that 
when  I  lefernd  to  newspaper  iBfetmation,  I  did 
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not  refer  to  ihalngne  report*  geftenllf  circulawd 
th  toagii  EhoK  orgvta  of infonaaUon,  butloeTideaee 
lesBUr  taken  in  the  use  of  Jadge  Sebastiaa, 
wuc%  th'ougb  found  in  the  cotamni  of  a  news- 
paper, 1  conaidei  utisftctorf  evidence.  If  it  is 
not,  I  hope  some  g«Diteiaan  fiom  Kenlutky  will 

St  up  ID  his  [Jace  and  tell  us  sq.  I  alluded  to 
is  infonnatioo  u  exhibiting  the  intrigatng  dis- 
position of  the  Spanish  GoTernment  from  the 
peac«  of  1783  to  the  year  1797. 

The  gentleioAn  from  Penneylvanis  has  told  tia 
of  some  kind  of  an  annistice  entered  intobetweeli 
the  commandei  of  oni  atmf  and  the  commander 
of  the  SpaBiih  fotcei-  But  I  should  be  glad  to 
know  from  what  Quarter  he  derives  this  informa- 
tion. I  beUcTe  toere  is  no  such  information. 
There  tmy  be  som^  tacit  ioformal  nndqisiaad- 
inv ;  but  I  belieTS  there  is  no  armistice.  If  there  is 
I  hare  not  heard  of  it;  and  will  this  Howe  con- 
fide in  the  lacit  uaderstaadtog  b«twe«Q  two  con-, 
manden,  when  the^  htve  seen  the  Qoremipent 
of  Spain  endearoruig  to  dismember  the  Union 
after  entering  into'a  solema  tnaty  with  ns?  In 
former  days  we  hare  heard  mQoh  of  Gastilian 
honor  4Ju]  virtue.  But  at  the  prescht  day  tbo 
thing  is  not — itdoes  not  exist.  We  have  eviaenae 
that  while  that  Qovemment  was  treattof  with 
one  hud,  she  was  preparing  to  stab  us  in  the  dark 
with  the  other. 

I  again  ioTile  the  House  |o  draw  a  proper  in- 
ferenoe  from  the  indcHient,-  insoliing,  outrageous 
demeanor  of  the  Minister  of  Spain.  I  did  under- 
stand that  he  wais  to  have  been  deported — shipped 
off.  On  the  contrary  I  find  himstiUhere^  ahd 
is  not  the  inference  of  my  friend  from  Pennsyl- 
vania irretbtible,  that,  considering  the  orowd  of 
memorials  preaeated  by  hiEi  to  the  Government 
in  the  case  of  Miranda,  and  that  no  remoosttauce 
has  been  made  against  this  pretended  ex^ttivn 
against  Mexico,  that  heia  acqttaimed  with  itr- 
that  he  knows  that  it  ie  oatensiUr  for  Mexico, 
but  really  for  OMeans— fgr  the  seyerahce  of  the 

Some  gentlemen  make  extremdy  light  of-this 
conspirwy.  I  cannot,  h»wever,i;onceiTehow  a 
man  in  a  Mate  of  ignorance  respecting  its  nature 
or  extent  ean  make  light  Of  it.  The  very  circum- 
stance of  not  knowing  the  cxt«it  of  danger  has  a 
tendency  to  magnify  it  beyond  its  natural  size.' 
Bat  there  is  one  fact  which  has  come  so  direct 
that  ji  cannot  be  doubted.  I  believe  it  will  alto- 
gether depend  on  the  citcumsiance  of  the  con- 
tpirators  getting  to  Qa ton  Rouge  l]eiore  the  troops 
of  the  United  States  arrive  lEere,  whether  New 
Orleans  shall  Tall ;  and  the  waters  of  the  Bed  river 
are  bo  low  that  we  oannot  decide  when  our  troops 
will  arrive — they  will  get  posseaaion  of  the  otu* 
nance,  and  nothing  can  prevent  the  reduction  of 
Orleans  but  a  pitched  battle. 

Bat  who  can  see,  according  to  the  intimation 
of  some  gentlemen,  in  the  resotucioii  under  dit- 
Gussion,  a  proposition  either  for  a  war  or  peace 
estaUishmeni?  It  is  no  sueh  proposition.  It. 
seems,  however,  that  an  expMssion  of  mine  bore 
hard  on  the  worthy  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, for  wjiieh  I  mb  rery  sonr-    Btit  I  can 


only  say,  "  let  the  galled  jade  wince,  our  withers 
are  unwrung."  But  I  beg  leave  to  r^pel,  in  the 
most  decided  maoner,  the  charge  that  we  ate 
triumphing  at  the  consequences  of  (he  measures 
of  the  last  year.  If  I  could  triumph  at  the  calami- 
tous siluaiioD  of  mv  country,  there  is  ample  cause 
indeed  for  triumph.  But. let  me  change  situa' 
tions  with  the  other  genileman.  Let  him  have 
the  finger  of  scorn  pointed  at  him  ;  let  him  be  de- 
nounced;  let  the  cry  of  mad  dog,  of  poUiioal  de- 
fection, be  laiKcd  against  him ;  and  let  him  see 
all  the  measnes  for  which  this  denuDciation  was 
made  adopted  and.  asserted  bv  his  adversaries; 
would  he  not  feel  some  chuckling,  or  would  be 
be  so  base,  to  meau,  so  abject,  as  to  lie  down  and 
say  that  though  he  knew  them  to  be  right,  he 
dare  not  declare  them  oof  Yon  maybegin  with 
these  measures,  and  go  on  from  alpha  to  om^^ 
The  first  of  them  is  the  famous  non-importation 
law.  It  isgone — abandoned — given  up.  Another 
great  poiot  of  difit^nee  was  the  bill  relattve  to 
the  public  debt,  which  we  iiave  had  under  con- 
sideration this  day.  It  is  passad.  Then  comes 
the  salt  tax->paased  on  a  recommendation  from 
the  Executive.  We  have  next  the  measures  for 
the  increase  of  the  public  foiee^we  have  a  bill 
from  the  Senate  to  that  effect.  And  are  we  to  be 
amused  by  a  quibU ins  distinction  between  a  war 
and  a  peace  establishment  i  The  force  is  the 
same  in  either  ease,  ready  to  tie  used  against 
foreign  enemies  or  domestic  conspirators;  there 
is  no  differenae  except  .this,  that  our  propONtion 
was  less  obnoxious  than  theirs  j  inasmuch  as  the 
peace  estahlishment  is  for  ail  time,  the  war  estab- 
lishment merely  temporary.  And  is  it  not  won* 
derful  that  gentlemen  who  avow  themselves  hoa* 
tile  to  a  standing  army  ate  against  a  temporary, 
but  in  favor  of  a  permanent  fstabtisbment !  No, 
sir,  I  oannot  take  a  retrospect  of  the  past  without 
feelitig  a  degree  of  consciotts  pride  that  my  aid 
was  not  given,  that  I  bad  no  hand  in  the  acta  of 
commission  or  omission  that  hare  broiaght  ns  to 
this  deplorable  state  of  thinn.  1  am  asked  if  I 
foresaw  the  cbnspiraey  of  this,  as  he  has  been 
called,  modern  Catiline?  and  if  I  did  not,  I  am 
desired  to  take  no  credit  to  myself  for  tlie  mea- 
sures proposed.  What!  Will  logic  of  this  kind 
go  down  with  the  House  or  the  nation  1  Beeause 
we  did  not  point  out  individual  danger,  bnt  fore- 
told  .it  in  the  general,  ace  we  to  tie  denied  the- 
ctedit  of  warning  the  country  against  any  danger'? 
But  I  well  recollect  there  was  an  argument  u^et^ 
if  not  in  these  words,  to  this  effect :  if  yon  do  not 
protect  the  Western  people,  and  extend  to  theu 
the  benefiis  of  a  free,  equal,  and  strong  £htv^n- 
meot— I  say  stroiig,  for  none  bnt  an  equal  and 
free  Qovernment  can  be  strong — they  will  look 
out. for  friends  and  protee*ors  elsewhere ;  and  is 
not  this  piedlction  verified'?  Itis,sir — I  say  not 
this  in  relation  Ie  the  Western  people  exclu- 
sively— the  same  would  be  the  case  in  any  other 
part  of  the  Union.  Suppose  the  iiae  of  Vermont 
threatened  ;  that  Britisb  uocps  should  peas  it  in 
hostile  array ;  and  that  the  British  Minister  ihonld 
act  in  the  same  way  with  the  Spanish  Minister  t 
what  wsnld  the  public  wnsibility  be  T  What  it 
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jAnntBT,  leor. 


Might  to  hara  be«n  last  yiar— what  il  oaght  to 
be  now. 

Bat  the  ^ntleman  from  FennsrlvaBii  Mfs,  hj 
paniog  Ihw  TesolulioD  we  shall  betray  a  want  of 
eonfldence  in  the  Executive,  and  more  especially 
in  the  President;  that  he  will  gire  ub  sacb  in- 
'  fonnslioa  as  he  thinks  proper,  >n^  if  wc  mnt 
mora,  we  act  libenanghly  boys,  who  call  for  more 
than  comes  to  their  share.  Indeed  I  Did  that 
gentleman,  in  the  belter  pirt  of  hit  political  life, 
ntter  toch  sentimenlsl  I  will  vatranl  him  he  did 
not;  and  vhea  he  feels  how  cootradiotory  they 
iTfr  to  all  the  good  old  nazinisof  the  repablican 
party  I  am  aonfident  he  will  abjure  them.  As  to 
my  confidence  I  am  not  so  foriuBa,tely  situated 
as  (he^Dtleman  from  PenntylTania,  because  my 
bdief  in  men,  politics,  and  religioti,  iv'a  matter  of 
reaiOB  as  well  as  of  faith.  There  nerer  did  or 
can  eddat  a  President  of  the  United  Slates  who 
will  eommaod  my  confidence  to  ihe  extedt  of  ilie 
gentleman  fhim  Pennsylrania,  aitd  [  belier.e  the 
QnllivatibQ  of  a  d^ree  of  scepticism  in  politics 
wttttld  not  be  uatweful  lo  that  genilemao  u  well 
as  others.  My  confidettOe  Ja  the  Executive  wiH 
depend  on  their  eondoct.  If  their  eoaduct  shall 
be  snob  aiit  ougfai  to  be,  ihey  shall  have  myoon' 
fidenee.  But  I  eanaot  go  so  rar  as  to  mortgage  it 
to  them,  be  their  conduct  what  it -may,  without 
reserving  even  aa  equity  of  ledemption.  This 
may  be  an  infirmity  of  my  nature  ;  oat  I  cannot, 
I  never  oould  act  otherwise.  I  think  the.geDllo- 
man  said,  that  if,  on  acconm  of  the  acquisition  of 
Looisitna;  it  were  thooghl  n'ecessaiy  to  increase 
onr  peace  establish  men  I,  he  shonld  be  wiltinff  to 
go  as  fsT  as  the  bill  ftom  the  Senate  goei.  Wnen 
was  that  Territory  acquired?  Since  the  last  sss- 
aiaal  Ifso,  his  oMervaiioaisto  the  pnrpose;  but 
to  make  an  acqaisittoo.  obtained  three  or  four 
jtan  ago,  the  canse  of  angmeniiog  thtf  peaee  es-- 
tablisfamenl  of  the  present  day  is  nthet  unforlti- 
nate,  and  it  appears  to  me  that  if  the  increase  of' 
tke  armv  be  iateoded  fbr  speeifie  purpose*,  the 
gteat«f  the  increase  the  worse  eur  siiaailon.  As 
to  standing  armtes,  1  have  no  great  idea  of  them — 
fiHget  omuumere  nati — and  with  re^rd  to  our 
anoy,  they  are  so  cat  upthat  little  reliaaee  c«n  be 
plaeiad  upon  them.  We  find  one  company  be- 
tween Ihe  two  Sutes  of  Rhode  Island  and  C<n»- 
nacticut,  one  company  in  Boflon  harbof'  and  at 
the  arMoalai.apring4dd,  oaecompauy  ap|K>tnted 
to  deicnd  the  important  port  of  new  York,  and 
80-OD.-  How  are  theW  men  to  be  made  ttoopa  in 
prristwl  i  b^evewhaaever  they  shall  be  called 
into  aotioD  Ikey  will  prove  they  are  not  troops, 
I  have  no  heaitation  in  saying,  that  if  gentlemen 
depend  on  this  brokeo  staff  they  will  be  ditap- 
peinled;  and  t&at  if  neeeaiity  calls  fbr  it,  thebnt 
way  to  get  an  efficieift  army  will  be  first  to  get 
rid  of  the  pmeat  iocf&cient  one.  h  this  arraign- 
ing the  conduct  of  this  or  thkt  department  1  Mo, 
sir,  bat  that  narrow  policy  which  is  pnrsned  by 
tbe  House — a  policywhica  it  is  high  time  for  us 
'1  lay  down,  whether  we  regard  the  saving  of 

-nense  or  the  pjblic  safety.  When  I  lay  that  it 
ligh  lime  to  lay  dowit  ihts  narrow  poliey,  let 
be  explicit.    1  hare  u  nncb  oonndeBce  as 


expense. 
IP  nigh  I 


other  gentlemen  in  the  militia  when  at  home ; 
bat  if  the  United  States  were  to  eonquet-  the  Cape 
of  Oood  Hope,  I  woold  not  think  of  protecting 
the  place  by  tbe  militia. '  I  bdieve  the  militia  » 
adequate  to  the  pratection  of  New  Orleans  as  the 
Cape  of  QoOd  Hope ;  aod  after  paying  fifteen  mil- 
lions for  tbe  Misaissippiand  its  delta,  shall  we  be 
sopenurioasas  not  to  defend  thisimportant  point— 
this  key  to  otir  strong  box  7 

l.bope  the  moti^a'  to  postpone  this-  resolutiui 
will  not  prevail,  b«»iise  I  fear  it  has  been  already 
ddayed  too  long  1  havo  withheld  it  from  the 
eODBideraiions  I  Lave  already  mentibned^— from'a 
belief  that  a  disclosure  of  circumstances  ^t  the 
time  of  crisis  migtat.be  in}urious  to  the  public 
good — from  tha  hope  that  the  best  pelicicaL  meas- 
ures had'  been  taken  for  the  public  safety — and 
from  the  belief  that  the  Houseof  RepTesenrntive* 
woutd  be  called  in  due  season  to  iqke  such  farther 
measntes  as  the  exigency  of  the  Stale  might  re- 
qatre.  Bat  doea  it  follow  that  if  the  al^irs  of 
the  Untied  Stales  are  in  such  a  situation,  and  the 
Executive  has  not  c^nsidetedil  becessary  to  take 
measures,  (cooceding  tnis,  fttr  argomeot  sake.) 
that  CoDgreM  shall  t^e  oonel  What  does  this 
amonnt  to  1  As  far  a*  the  Executive  goes  we 
are  authorized,  to  follow — not  to  keep  pace  with, 
much  less  shtiot  ahead  of  him.  If  there  is  a  dif- 
ference of  opinion,  you  are  in  the  wrong — you 


posed  Id  stand  on  this  ground.  I  hare  a  respect 
for  the  opioions  of  the  membersof  this  Honse,  for 
tbe  opinions  of  well  informed  men  out  of  doors, 
for  those  of  the  Presideet  and  the  heads  of  de- 
partments, bat  I  do  not  enlertaid  theoe sentiments 
10  such  an  extent  as, to  ataadon  mv  own  opin- 
ions,  to  grope  like  a  mole  in  the  dare,  and  to  be 
contented  with  what  Is  shown  me.  Let'osnot 
call  osrsetvei  atateswen  or  legisli|»ra  if  wears' 
ready  toaoi  withootiDforniatioD.  Wemay  make 
a  kind  of  conservative  Senate ;  but  higher  we  can 
never  rise  if  we  adopt  a  course  of  this  kind, 

Mr.  SHiUE^^The  gentleman  from  Vi^nia 
asks  if  I  ever  conaentM  to  call  on  ihe  President 
for  in  formation.'  L  have.  But  I-never  have 
caUcd  npos  him  for  informalioa  daring  ■  pend- 
ing .negotiation.  With  K^rd  to'what  I  said  trf 
the  BxeeniiTe,  I  say  it  again,  and  I  believe  those 
who  know  me  will  not  dottU  that  I  baveaa  much 
iodependehee  as  tbe  gentleman  Uom  Virginia. 

[Mr.  J,  RAHnoLFs  explained.  He  did  not,  he 
said,  questioti  ths  iafcpeodenee  of  the-gentleman 


'P«nd 
from  PennsylTaQia>    He  onlv  qiDeetionedthect 
*    ■  "  '-    vhiel  ' 

_^_,_   __  ..   _>Bed  __   _ 

-princlplea  which  would  lend  to  a  practical 


It  qveeuoi 
rectncas  of  the  primtiplet  wnieh  he  advocated — 
'^  ■    he  I 


principles  on  whioh  he  hoped  he  would  never 
act — princlplea  which  would  lend  to  a  practical 
dependence,  which  he  hoped  thegeatleinan  would 


ablnre.1 

Mr.  Shilib. — I  do  not  know  what  principle 
tbe  gentleman  alludes  to.  I  will  scale'  what  I 
said  before.  If  we  adopt  this  rCMilutioti  we  be- 
tray a  want  of  coufldence  in  tbe  Executive  Magi- 
strate, I  say  so  again.  It  belong  tn  ns  to  provide 
the  means,  and  to  thn  Executive  to  aj^ly  them. 
It  Ub  d«y  to  ask  (at  menu  when  he  eontiden 
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them  neceisiry.  I  say,  when  the  iieces»ary  foroes 
are  prepared,  or  about  to  be  prepared,  sach  a  r«- 
quisitioo  betrays  an  improper  jealopiy,  a  want  of 
confidence  in  his  judgment  or  inte^ily.  If  the 
object  of  the  gentleman  be  to  declare  war,  I  agree 
thai  a  call  for  papen  may  be  proper.  But  tfiis 
object  is  not  itvowed. 

I  agree  with  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  in 
the  opinion  he  has  expressed  of  standing  armies, 
and  it  is  beeaase  1  hold  this  opinion  that  I  never 
will  agree  to  raise  ihem  in  a  time  of  peace.  For 
my  part  I  am  not  disposed  to  the  kaight-.erranCry  of 
eon  tending  with  £onaparte;  neither  have  I  any 
fear  of  a  French  or  British  invasion.  I  appre- 
hend no  snch  designs,  and  with  r^ard  to  this 
conspiracy,  I  think  we  hare  the  means  of  crash- 
ing It  within  our  reach,  withoal  resorting  to  an 
nmy.  To  me  it  is  strange  that  we  behold  so 
mach  leal  in  the  Kast,  when  the  Western  States 
are  so  little  alarmed.  My  object  is  to  aroid  war 
as  long  as  I  can  consistently  with  honor.  I  con- 
sider it  as  among  the  last  of  cTils,  and  I  nerer  will 
resort  to  it  but  in  case  of  necessity.  If  the  gentle- 
man is  correct  In  the  portrait  he  has  drawn,  I  will 
not  say  that  it  would  be'altogether  incorrect  to 
make  use  of  the  means. he  has  proposed.  But  I 
en  tertain  a  totally  different  opinion  of  the  state  of 
the  country. 

Mr.  £fpe8. — I  shall  vote  agaiosi  the  pottpone- 
menc,  as  involving  the  principle  contained  in  the 
Tesoluiion.  1  shall  rote  ibr  the  resolution,  because 
I  believe  the  information  it  calls  for  important  to 
the  House  and  the  country ;  and  heeanse  I  (hink  its 
t«rms  inch  as  ought  to  preclude  erery  possible 
objection  to  it.  If  the  gentleman  fcoia  Virginia 
had  confined  his  observations  to  the  resolatioii,  I 
should  not  hare  opened  mymantb.  But  when 
the  vote  I  ^ve  last  year  is  qaestioned,  heie  or 
eLsewhere.I  consider  myself  bound  to  justify  it  in 
the  face  of  Qod  and  the  nation. 

Whether  we  shall  retrace  the  ffronnd  ofthe  last 
session  1  do  not  know.  For  one.  howerer.  I  am 
against  raising  an  army,  and  I  call  on  gentiemeo 
to  show  its  necessity  in  the  present  posture  of  our 
affiiirs.  What  circDmstaiices  hare  arisen  to  make 
an  army  more  necessary  now  than  then?  Then 
the  aimies  of  the  United  States  and  of  Spain 
were  arrayed  against  each  other  on  the  Sabine, 
and  there  waa  an  enterprise  against  the  Spanish 
possessions.  What  is  now.  the  sitaation  of  the 
t7niled  States  xs  to  its  force  on  the  Babinel  It 
is  sufficient.  There  has  been  no  time  when  we 
had  tiot  man  for  man  with  the  Spaniards.    An 

g^eement  is  made,  and  onr  troops  are  withdrawn, 
ut  we  are  told  that  Orleans  is  to  he  attacked, 
that  the  safety  of  the  country  is  endangered,  that 
the  very  Union  is  at  slake.  Where  is  this  danfier  1 
Do  gentlemen  expect,  as  in  days  of  old,  an  army 
to  be  raised  from  the  eronnd  1  Is  not  Blannerfaas- 
■ei,  with  his  miserable  party  of  150  men,  checked 
in  every  quarter?  For  my  part,  I  do  not  know 
the  existence  of  danger;  and,  althongh  I  shall 
vole  for  the  resolution,  I  believe  that  the  present 
force  of  the  United  States  is  sufficient  to  suppress 
the  conspiracy  and  to  meet  the  Spanish  forces. 
The  only  reasoo  that  the  coaapincy  is  not  al- 
9tb  Con.  Sd  Sb8s.— 18  i 


ready  suppressed,  is,  that  the  laws  do  not  pro- 
vide for  cases  less  than  treason.  Bdt  we  have 
just  passed  a  law  for  this  purpose.  At  present,  I 
ask  gentlemen  to  point  oat  any  anthority  by  which 
a  Btogle  boat  can  OGseiEed,iiDless  under  the  State 

As  to  the  sitaation  of  the  Western  conatTy,  I 
feel  no  alarm.  I  da  not  beliere  the  fair  fame  of 
a  State  ought  to  be  impeached  by  the  mise<Hidoet 
of  B  few  unprincipled  men.  We  may  sWMp  the 
whole  bench  without  endangering  the  State. 
The  conduct  of  the  Stale  of  Ohio  has  been  eulo- 
gised by  the  gentleman  himself.  And  what  is  the 
condnct  of  the  Territories?  In  Orleans  they  are 
prepared  to  meet  the  conspirators.  The  mtt- 
chants-  have  patriotically  come  forward  with  a 
tender  of  their  services.  For  my  own  part,  I  do 
not  see  in  this  cose'  any  indications  of  dao^r,  but 
I  am  notwithstanding  in  favor  of  adopting  the 
resolution,  as  the  means  of  giving  us  information, 
which,  I  IJeliere,  will  be  ralnabfe  to  the  Home 
and  the  country. 

'  The  question  was  then  taken  on  postponing  the 
fWther  consideration  ofthe  reaolation  till  Monday, 
and  lost — yeas  38. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph. — Beforetheqneslion  is  taken, 
1  will  observe,  though  it  may  seem  strange,  that 
this  is  not  B  proposition  to  raise  a  standing  army, 
or  to  declare  war.  Nor  do  I  see  how  the  opinions 
of  gentlemen  on  these  points  are  implicated.  For 
my  part,  I  have  the  same  opinion  of  standing  ar-  ^ 

w  as  ever.    I  hare  no  disposition  to  raise 

foToes  for  the  defence  of  New  York,  or 
ire,  or  of  my  native  State — there  is  saBi- 
cient  population  for  their  defence  in  all  thow 
quarters.  But  in  the-  country  I  hare  spoken  of, 
there  is  no  militia. 

AgatOjOn  the  snbject  of  the  situation  of  the 
State  of  Kentucky,  I  hare  cast  no  odiam  on  Een- 
tnckjr.  I  ain  happy  to  find -Kentucky  contains 
within  her  bosom  noaorable  men  enough  to  keep 
in  check  those  that  are  dishonest.  Bat  I  cannot 
draw  so  favorable  an  inference  of  the  public  sen- 
timent in  any  countrv,  when  1  see  a  most  extra- 
ordinary and  ramlSea  combination,  composed  of 
ihe  most  leading  characters,  and  the  most  flaming 
patriots  too,  for  the  express  purpose  of  severing 
the  Union. 


X^. 


In  my  opinion  the  true  way  of  avoiding  daunt 

net  to  despise  it.    Suppose  even  that  gen3»- 

met^  are  right,  and  that  I  am  wrong.    If  I  a 


wrong,  no  danger  can  ensue  from  my  error ;  but  if 
they  are  wrong,  the  greatest  public  calamity  may 
eDaoe  from  theirs.  So,  on  their  own  principles, 
gentlemen  oaghl  to  agree  to  the  resolution. 

I  do  conceive,  and  it  gives  me  extreme  concern, 
that  the  very  mention  of  a  disnnion  of  these 
Stales  is  a  great  public  injury ;  it  goes  to  anhinee 
the  tone  of  the  public  mind ;  it  makes  them  ta- 
mlliar  with  tbe  posaibility  of  the  thin^  and  once 
admitted  into  their  breasts,  ihey  will  not  con- 
templateit  with  that  abhorrence  in  which  it  ought 
to  beheld  byever^true  pairioi.  If  the  mere  talk 
of  the  thing  be  mischievous,  what  shall  we  think 
of  a  i^an  such  as  this  is  reported  to  be.  I  do  not 
oooeeive  it  to  be  a  ihiag  of  yesterday ;  but  an  af- 
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bir  or  long  sUDdiD^.  Look  back  U)  the  linici 
when  (he  eharacier  iiopticaied  in  ihii  coiurpiracf 
first  begaa  lo  more  id  that  couDiry.   li  was  ■(  least 


isiliooB  of  Thomai  Poweri.  It  appears  lo 
roe  tDat  theee  are  parts  al  the  Mitie  disease,  and 
that  it  is  a  idosI  extraordiDary  ihiog  that,  althou^ 
M  MteouTely  tncorporaied  into  tee  bod)'  politic, 
the  couQinr  ihonld  lemaia  to  long  ptofmiDdly 
igDonot  ai  it. 

Mr.  Thomas  atked  for  a  diiuioo  of  the  que*- 
lioD  «t  the  words  "  Uniied  States."  He  said  he 
bad  BO  objeccion  to  the  first  iDcmber  of  the  reso- 
lution, the  agreeing  to  wbicb  would  eoabU  them 
Id  obiaJD  al]  the  iDTormatioo  that  was  tequiiite  to 
ibrm  a  jadgmenl  of  the  magDiiude  of  this  oatioaal 
flkUiDitjr.  He  was  dtcidcd  agaiost  the  olber  part 
of  the  resolution.  It  would  i;o  to  expose  the  mil' 
iUry  operatioits,  puraued  under  the  President,  for 
the  porpose  of  iaierc«pliDg  and  defeatiiig  ibe  cod- 
spirators.  It  was  evident  to  every  niaa  acquainted 
wUh  lacticR,  that  mililarf  operelions,  to  be  eSeet- 
lul,  mtut  frequently  be  cooaucicd  with  the  gre«t- 
est  eecfecy, 

Mr.  KaKLr  enquired  whether  the  yeas  and  nays 
would  be  takeu  on  each  member  of  ibe  resoluiioQ. 
The  Speaker  aaswering  in  the  affirmati?e,  Mr. 
£arlv  moved  to  adjourn.  Thia  motion  was  dis- 
agreed  to^yeas  47,  nays  68 

Mr.  Btahton  declared  himself  against  the  res- 
olution. 

Mr.  BuiBB  said  he  was  opposed  to  both  pimq- 
bers  of  the  Tesoluiioo.  He  was  not  prepared  at 
this  lime  lo  vote  for  it,  because,  when  such  a  call 
was  made,  the  House  ought  to  nave  some  specific 
proposition  before  them  on  which  ihey  meant  to 
act.  No  such  proposition  was  at  present  before 
them.  He  added  thai  he  bad  full  coofidence  that, 
when  the  President  was  possessed  of  such  iafor- 
natioD  as  he  iboughl  ought  to  be  comnanicated, 
be  would  promptly  impart  it. 

Mr,  Jackson. — 1  believe  it  has  been  decided  by 
the  Speaker  that,  after  the  tjueition  is  ukeu  on 
thefiri.Imembeiof  a  resolution,  it  is  out  of  order 
to  debate  the  second.  As  I  mean  to  vote  for  the 
first,  and  against  ihe  tecoad  member,  I  will 
assign  my  reasoos  for  the  vole  I  will  give.  The 
aecond  member  leads  to  a  palpable  absurdity.  It 
calls  on  theExeculive  to  inform  us  what  he  means 
to  do.  I  am  B(  as  great  a  loss  ai  some  other  gen- 
tlemen to  determiDe  what  connexion  ibere  is  be 
tween  this  proposition  and  the  proposition  of  the 
last  year  to  chastise  Spanish  iatoleace.  1  trust 
that  the  people  will  appreciate  the  force  of  the  re- 
mark, that  if  the  measure  recommeaded  at  the  last 
session  bad  been  adopted,,  there  would  be  now  no 
danger.  The  argument  ur^ed  on  this  occasion  is 
the  constant  pretext  for  raising  gtanding  armies. 
This  measure  was,  however,  rrjectsd  by  ibe  good 
sense  of  the  people  to  1799,  and  I  trust  lo  Ocid  ii 
will  be  rejected  in  1807.  The  argument  of  the 
genilemao  goes  to  this,  ibat  a  state  of  things  which 
no  boman  reason  could  foresee,  is  to  be  overawed 
by  raising  a  standing  army  long  before  its  ooeur- 
leoGe.    u  in  thia  case  it  is  necesmy  to  loioct  (9 


idin^  army,  why  did  we  aot  do  so  in  Frieda 
rectiuo,  as  well  as  io  that  of  the  preceding 
iosurreclion  in  Pennsylvania'?  I,  however,  re- 
joice to  coincide  in  opinion  with  a  great  majori- 
ty of  the  people,  thai  tae  railitiB  may  m  safely  de- 
pended upon  ;  and  ir  I  had  not  this  reliance  upon 
'  ;m,  I  would  insianily  yield  up  my  confidence 
the  praoilcability  of  a  republican  governmeot. 
It  it  appears  to  ma  that  this  question,  from  the 
extraneous  circumstances  mingled  with  it,  has  as- 
sumed an  importance  to  whicli  it  is  not  eoiitled. 
ll  it  merely  a  resolution  to  obiain  informaiion, 
part  of  wbicb  I  think  will  be  importajit,  and  which 
I  am  sorry  geotiemea  do  not  all  agree  in  request- 
ing. It  has  no  coanexJon  whatever  with  a  MSLod- 
ing  arn>T ;  but  the  movcf  of  it,  baviag  dragged 
an  army  into  the  parade^  rendered  it  necessary 
for  those  who  differ  from  him  to  repel  hia  oh- 


Mr.  Sloam  said,  be  hoped  that  the  House  would 
have  agreed  to  postpone  the  resolution.  It  was  in 
his  opinion  important,  and  a  decision  upon  it  ought' 
not  lo  be  precipitated.  .  He,  therefore,  still  hoped 
the  House  would  adjourn,  and  that,  after  reflec- 
tion, they  would  entertain  a  different  opinion  from 
ibat  which  they  at  present  appeared  10  hold.  He 
said  that  he  was  opposed  to  oolh  members  of  the 
resolution  ;  lo  the  first,  because  it  was  only  call- 
ing on  the  President  to  do  his  duty,  when  there 
was  no  doubt  ibat  every  measure  had  been  taken 
by  him  which  was  necessary,  and  because  it 
would  be  injurious  at  this  moment,  as  beiraying 
a  warn  of  cooGdencs  in  him.  At  to  the  aecona 
member,  it  might  be  fraught  with  still  greater 
evils. 

t^r.  OnEoo  wished  to  know  whether  it  would 
be  lu  order  10  move  a  posipouemcnt  of  tUe  second 
member  of  the  resolution  after  a  vote  oa  the  first  1 
When  he  first  heard  the  resolution  read,  be  was 
disposed  to  vote  fur  the  whole  of  it.    This  was  a 

Eractice,  when  information  was  called  tor,  which 
ehad  always  pursued.  On  further  coosidera- 
lioa,  the  first  part  of  the  resoluiion  appeared  to 
him  proper,  but  he  could  not  view  a  part  of  the 
second  member  in  the  tame  lighL  He  alluded  to 
that  pert  of  it  which  called  on  the  Pratideoi  to 
inform  them  whai  measures  he  meant  10  pnrsue. 
He  believed  that  it  was  an  unprecedented  thing 
to  require  such  informatioa.  He  bad  hoped  that 
tbe  gentlenun  from  Connecticut,  who  had  offered 
to  ihe  House  tbe  proceedings  adopted  on  likeocca- 


juid  have  found  and  submitted  them.  He  must, 
therefore,  conclude  that  there  were  nooe  such. 
Mr.  O.  concluded  by  taying.  he  had  no  objection 
to  pursue  the  course  adapted  in  the  cam  cited  br 
the  genilemsn  from  Connecticut.  He  ahonlo, 
therefore,  vote  in  favor  of  the  first  part  of  the  re»- 
olution,  but  against  the  second,  as  it  then  stood. 

Mr.  J.  Randolpb  gave  notice  that,  in  case  ibe 
first  member  of  the  resolution  was  adopted,  he 
meant  to  modify  the  second. 

Mr.  Alston  said,  be  thought  the  first  member 
of  the  resoluiion  required  modification  as  well  as 
the  aecond.    As  it  atood,  he  eonceived  that  great 
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mischief  migbt  result  from  it.  He  believed  that, 
wbeiher  Ui«  President  g^rt  ttie  whole  or  a  pari 
of  tbe  JuformBiioD  called  for,  the  conriciioD  would 
go  abroad  tbat  a  put  wb»  retained.  He  tctiei'ed 
tbai  tbe  reaolulioQ  would  have  ibe  mme  «3ecl 
without,  as  well  ai  wilb,  the  diierMiooarf  lan- 
guage conlaiaed  io  it.  It  appeared  to  hira  to 
require  amend  ment,  tbouj;h  he  waa  not  at  tbistime 
prepared  to  -offer  one.  He  wished  gentlemen  to 
reflect  on  the  difficult  siioalion  in  whicb  they 
might  be  placing  the  President,  and  to  consider 
tbe  step  d  IS  passion  a  telf  berore  ther  took  it.  If 
tbe  resolution  were  carried,  he  would  rather  the 
discreiionarf  words  shatild  be  strilck  out ;  and  that 
the  President  might,  if  be  thought  it  necessary, 
giTe  the  iDformation  in  confidence.  Hr.  A.  con- 
cluded, bj  moTiDg  to  postpone  tbeTurther  consid- 
«ralion  of  tbe  resolution  tiiU  to-morrow. 

On  this  motion  the  Hoosa  divided — veu  48, 
any.  68. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Campbell  said,  he  belieTed  this  was 
almost  the  first  time  gentlemen  bad  been  c«m- 
petled  to  vote  without  being  prepared.  He  had 
before  said  be  bad  Dot  made  up  hia  mind  on  the 
pfoprietf  of  the  resolution.  So  far  as  it  went  to 
oblaio  inrorm«tioD  from  the  BieeuliTe,  of  the  na- 
ture and  ezieat  of  the  coniiplracy.  be  should  not 
-rote  against  it :  to  that  part  of  it  which  called  for 
his  plans,  he  was  decidedly  opposed. 

Tbe  □uestioD  was  then  taken  by  yeai  and  nays 
oa  ibe-firsi  member  of  thp  resolution,  which  was 
carried— yeas  109,  nays  14,  as  fallows: 

Tail — Evan  Alexander,  luar  Aoderson,  John  Ar- 
tier, David  Bard,  Burwsll  BasaeU,  Oeorge  M.  Bedin- 
ger,  Kias  Betton,  John  Blake,  jr.,  Thomu  Blount, 
Jamaa  H.  Broom,  Robert  Brawn,  Jahn  Borie,  Willwm 
A.  Burwail,  William  Butler,  George  W.  CampbeU, 
Jobn  (^amptial],  Lmi  Uawy,  Martin  Chittenden,  John 
Ckilrame,  Joseph  Cbr,  Mattfaair  Cl«y,  Omib<  l^in- 
tOD,  Jan.,  LeBBard  Conngton,  Samn^  W.  Bans,  Girs 
Dar^,  John  DaTCDport,  jr.,  John  Damon,  WWiBm 
DiffcaoB,  llieodaTe  Dwlght,  BtUa  Baile,  Pater  Early, 
lames  Elliot,  Caleb  Ellis,  William  Eij,  J«lu  W.  Eppes, 
Jamaa  Flak,  JtAa  Fowier,  James  M.  jQantM,  Cbsrles 
GoldsbMoiighi-PaiwMn  Ooodwyn,  Bdwin'Gray,  A'n- 
dmw Gregg,  laaiah.L.  Gnen,  .lehn  Hamilton,  Sath 
HMttnga,  Wm.  Halms,  Darid  HolmM^  David  Hongbv 
Jabn  O.  Jaekaoa,  Walter  Jonaa,  James  KeU*,  Thomas 


Kenan,  John  Lambert,  Jomph  Lewis,  >.,  Heniy  W. 
lanagaUm,  Edward  Lli>yd,  Daocui  McFarland,  Robarl 
Marion,  Jon^KastaM,  William  HcCraer7,DaTid  Meri- 


wMher,  Nicholu  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeiamiah 
Morrow,  John  ■  Hairair,  Jonathan  O.  Moeely,  Ourdon 
^  Mnmiard,  Jammiah  NalsoD,  Thomas  Newton,  jr., 
Gidecm  Olin,  Timothy  Pitkm,  jua.,  iaka  Porter,  John 
Pngh,  Joaiah.  (^iney,  John  Uaitdol^,  Tbomaa  M. 
Baodolph,  JAn  Bea  of  Pnuiaylraiiia,  John  Rhea  of 
ToQDeaa**,  Jacob  Rieharda,  John  Russell,  Peter  Sailly, 
ThomB*8*Mmou,Tbos.8andlind,  Martin  G.Schone- 
jnsn,  Denni*  Smelt,  Jobn  Smith.  Bamual  Smith,  Hen- 
ry UoDthard,  Riehan;  Btanlbnl,  William  Stedman,  Lew- 
ie B.  Btaigee,  Bamnel  Tugart,  Benjamin  Tallma<^, 
David  Thomt*,  Philip  H.  Tbempwin,  Thoe.  W.  Thomp- 
aon,  Un  Tra^,  Ahram  Trigg,  Pbilip  Van  Cortlendt, 
KiUmn  K.  Van  Renaaelaar,  Matthew  Walton,  Robwt 
Whilehtll.  El^ifaahtt  Wickea,  Dand  R.  Williams,  Mer- 
madaka  WiUama,  Kaibao  Williams,  Hidiard  Winn, 
Joa«pb  Wiaston,  and  Tlwmaa  Wyws. 


Elmer,  WiUian  Findley,  Silas  Halsey,  James  Holland, 
James  Bloan,  John  Bmilie,  Joseph  Stanton,  Joseph  B. 
Vamum,  and  iaba  WhitehilL 

Mr,  J,  RAi(aoi.PB. — The  ob^tion  taken  to  tbe 
second  member  of  the  resolution,  I  am  willing  to 
allow ;  (oi,  under  tba  a^)ect  in  which  it  has  beat 
riewed  by  some  gentlemen,  it  ponesses  consider- 
able force.  I  mean  that  part  of  it  which  relatts 
to  the  future  measuras  of  the  Executive.  I  bs- 
liere,  00  a  fair  consiruciioo,  howerer,  it  will  ba 
found  not  to  require  the  ioformatioD  of  the  mea»> 
ures  which,  as  a  military  man,  asCommander-io- 
chief,  be  means  to  take;  bat  to  request  to  be  in- 
formed whether  he  nreaas  to  rely  on  the  existing 
military  force,  or  means  to  oalt  out  the  militia. 
To  obiain,  howerer,  the  greatest  possiUe  unaa- 
imity,  I  more  to  amend  iheresolniion,  by  striking 
out  the  words  "  and  proposes  to  take.'" 

It  appear^  to  me  that  the  House  ongbt  to  know 
what  ineasures  are  taken — to  form  aa  estimate 
whether  those  measures  are,  ia  their  opinion,  suf- 
ficient. It  might  BO  happen  that  the  Pmideat 
has  taken  measures  which  he  thinks  sufficient, 
and  tbe  House, notwithstanding,  think  other  mea- 
sures necessary.  At  an?  rate  the  information  can 
do  no  barm. 

Mr.  TaoHAB asked  whetherthePreiidentcoiild 
communicate  what  be  had  done  Io  defeat  the  con- 
spiracy, without  developing  jrhftt  he  meant  to  dol 
He  said  it  was  impossible 

The  amendment  was  then  carried- without  a 
dirision,  when  the  question  was  taken  hv  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  last  member  ot  tbe  resolution, 
which  was  likewise  agreed  to — yeas  67,  aaya  58. 

Till— Evan  Alexander,  BnrweU  Baasett,  George 
M.  Bedinger,  Thomas  Blount,  Joha  Bo;le,William  A, 
Burwell,  John  Campbell,  John  Claiborne,  Jole^  Clay, 
M^tbew  Clay,  Wiiliam  Dickeon,  Theodore  D wight, 
Eliae  Earle,  Peter  Early,  Jamei  Elliot,  Csleh  Ellia, 
William  Elj,  John  W.  Eppes,  JunevFiik,  Junes  M. 
Gambtt,  Charles  Goldaborougb,  PetcTson  Goodwyn, 
Edwin  Gray,  Andrew  Gregg,  Seth  Haalinga,  William 
Helma,  David  Holmee,  David  flnugb,  John  O.  Jack, 
•on,  Walter  Jones,  Jamaa  Kelly,  Thomaa  Kenan,  Jo- 
seph Lawia,  jon.,  Henry  W,  Livingston,  Edward  liojit 
Dtmoaa  HacFailand,  Roben  Marion,  Joiish  Masten, 
Wiliam  McGreeir,  David  KefhretbH',  NichnUs  ft. 
Moore,  Thomaa  Moore,  Jeremiah  Honow,  John  Hee- 
row,  Jonathan  O.  Moaely,  Gnrdon  S.  Mamford,  Jer». 
miah  Nelson,  Tbomas  Newttm,  Jan.,  Timothy  Pitkin, 
jun.,  John  Porter.JMiahQuiDcj, Jobn  Randolph,  Joba 
Eosaell,  Thomu  Sammons,  Thomas  Sandbrd,  Martin 
G.  Bchaneman,  Dennia  Smelt,  Samuel  Smith,  Richaed 
Stanford,  William  Stedmtn,  Lewi*  B.  Sluiges,  Sam- 
uel Taggart,  Philip  R,  Thompw>n,  Abram  Trigg,  KD- 
lian  K.  Tan  Rensselaer,  Elipbalet  Wickei,  and  David 
H.  Winisms. 

Nirs — Willis  Alston,  jnn,  Isaac  Andenon,  John 
Archer,  David  Bard,  Jouph  Barker,  Silsa  Batton,  Bar- 
nabas Bidweil,  John  Blake,  juti.,  Jamaa  H.  Bream,  Rob- 
ert Brown,  William  BuUer.  O.  W.  CampbeU,  Levi 
Casey,  John  Chandler,  Martin  Chittenden,  Fraiderick 
Conrad,  Leonard  Covingtcn,  Samuel  W.  Dans,  Ena 
Darby,  John  Davenport,  jun.,  Jidm  DawaoD,  Elieneter 
Elmer,  William  Findley,  John  Fowler,  tsiiab  L.  Green, 
Silas  Hakey,  Jamas  HoUaad,  John  Umbmt,  OidMm 
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OEn,  John  Pugb,  'niomu  M.  Bandolph,  John  Rea  of 
Psnorrlvuiia,  John  Rhei  of  TannMaee,  Jacob  Rldi- 
■rda,  Peter  Sailly,  June*  81o«n,  John  Gtanilio,  Henij 
Sonllunl,  JoMph  Btuiton,  Benjunin  TMllmidgi,  Dm- 


WhhdiiU,  Mannkdoke  Willkmi,  Nilhui  Williuni, 
KdtmTi]  Winn,  JsMph  Winitali,  and  Thomsa  V/jntu. 
Ordered,  Tb«t  Hr.  J.  Randolph  and  Hr. 
Llotd  be  appointed  ■  committee  to  pKseni  the 
forwoinK  resolution,  aa  agreed  to,  to  th«  President 
of  tbe  United  Staiet. 

McniDAT,  January  19. 

Hr.  CoTTB  preMDted  to  the  House  a  petition 
of  sundry  merchantiiof  KenneboDkaiid  WelU,  in 
the  District  of  Maine,  nhich  was  received  and 
rad,  praying  that  the  term  of  credit  for  the  pay- 
ment of  duties  on  goods  imjwried  into  the  Uni- 
ted State*  from  the  West  lodiei,  may  be  extended 
to  the  same  term  with  the  duties  payable  on  soods 
imported  from  Europe. — Refeiied  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce  and  Manufacture. 

Mr.  Albxahder,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  second  instant,  presented  a  bill  prescribine 
the  effect  of  records  of  judgments  and  decrees  ni 
courts  of  one  State  in  another  State ;  which  waa 
read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committer  of 
the  Whole  on  Thursday  next. 

GEORGIA  LAND  CLAIMB. 

Mr.  Q,DiKCT  presented  the  petition  of  James 
Saltiran  and  oiners,  claimants  of  certain  lands 
ceded  to  the  United  States  by  Georgia,  requesting 
that  the  tribunals  of  the  United  States  may  be  au- 
thorized to  try  tbe  question  of  right  to  those 
lands, 

Ur.  QciNCT  mored  a  reference  of  ibis  petition 
to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House. 

Mr.  Eppeb  spoke  against  the  reference. 

Mr.  QniNcr  replied. 

The  question  was  taken,  on  referring  the  peti- 
tion to  a  Committee  of  th«  Whole,  which  wms 
diiaffreed  to — «yes  41,  noes  64. 

Ml.  Q,niN0T  then  moved  its  rd'ereoca  to  a  se- 
lect committee. 

Hr.  D.  R.  WiLLiAHB  hoped  this  motion  would 
BOt  preTail,  and  that,  if  it  did  not,  that  the  petition 
■  would  be  rejected. 

Hr.   Q,uihc;t  withdrew  his  motiotij  that  the 

SesiioD  might  be  taken  on  the  proposition,  which 
r.  D.  R.  W(LLiiM8  then  offered. 

Mr.  Q,otncT  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
this  motion. 

Messrs.  D.  R.  Williauh,  Eppeb,  and  J.  Cut, 
■api>0[ted;  and  MesKrs.  Cohbad,  Cook,  Alex- 
AHDEB,  Sloah,  Smilib,  and  ^uinct,  opposed  the 
motion^  which  was  disagjreed  to — jtas  S3,  nays 
56,  as  follows: 

Yhai— Isaac  AndraMia,  David  Bard,  Bonrell  Bss- 
■st^  OaDrge  M.  Bedingar,  Jtdin  Blake,'  Jan.,  Thomas 
Bkunt,  Robert  Brawn,  Willian  BnUei,  Joseph  Clar, 
Matthew  Clay,  William  DickKtn,  Eliaa  Barle,  John 
W.  Eppes,  Jsnas  M.  Qamett,  Peterson  Ooodwyn, 
Edwin  Qivf,  Andrew  Ch«n.  Silas  Halsay,  John 
Km,  Daiid    "  '-  -      '*  -        '  "■        ■ 


Holnss, 


sn.  Bits 
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Lloyd,  Patrick  HagradaT,  Robert  Marion,  Jonah  Mn* 
ters,  WiDiam  HcCreery,  David  Meriwether,  Nidu^ 
R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  John  Mon«w,  Rogw  Nat- 
son,  Thomas  Newton,  jnn.,  Gideon  Olin,  John  Poita, 
John  Pngh,  John  Randolph,  John  tUm,  of  PMinayl*a- 
nia,  Jacob  RiAaidi,  Thomas  SaaratOBi,  Tloinaa  Ssnd- 
brd,  Dennis  enult,  John  Smith,  Samnal  Saudi,  Bidi- 
aid  Btaafiwd,  Philip  R>  ThompaoD,  Abram  Trigg,  John 
Whitehitl,  Robert  WhitehiU,  Dand  R.  Willisnu,  Alei- 
andei  Wilson,  Richud  Winn,  Joa^h  Winston,  and 
Thomas  A^mns. 

Ntis — Eian  Alexander,  Joseph  Baikei,  Bamabu 
Bidwell,  Phanuel  Bishop-,  Jsmea  M.  BttMun,  John 
Campbell,  John  Chandler,  Martin  Chittenden,  Fied. 
eiick  Conrad,  Orchard  Cook,  Richard  Cntts,  Sunull 
W.  Dana,  Ezra  Darby,  John  Davenport,  jnn.,  Tbeo- 
dor*  Dwighl,  James  ElUot,  Caleb  Ellis,  Ebenoar 
Blmor,  William  Ely,  William  Findlay,  John  Fowler, 
CbarlsB  Ooldaboroagh,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Beth  Hastings, 
William  Helms,  James  HoUsnd,  David  Hough,  Neh«- 
miah  Knight,  Jotin  Lambert,  Matthew  Lyon,  Dnncan 
McFarland,  Jeremiah  HMtow,  Jonathan  O.  Moady, 
Jenmiab  Nelsim,  Tiuothv  Pitkin,  ion.,  Josiah  Qoincy, 
John  SnassU,  Peter  Bsilly,  Marlm  G.  Schunamsn, 
James  Sloan,  John'Smilie,  Jassjdi  Stanton,  Willism 
Sledman,  Lewis  B.  Btnrges,  Samnel  Taggvi,  Benja- 
.min  Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tenoay,  David  Thomas, 
Tbonua  W.  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Killian  K.  Van 
ReaaMlaar,  Josfiph  B.  Tamnm,  PeleK  Wadaworlb, 
Msltbew  Walton,  Eliphalet  Wickes,  and  Nathan 
WiUiama. 

Mr.  QtnNCY  then  moved  a  reference  of  the 
petition  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  Qdincy  advocated;  and  Messrs.  J.  Clav, 
SuiLii^  R.  Nelson,  and  Epfes,  opposed  this  mo- 
tion, which  was  likewise  dixagi^  to-r-yeas  4S, 
nays  65,  as  follows : 

YaAS— Evan  Ateiander,  Joseph  Barker,  Sitaa  B«(- 
ton,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  James  M.  Broom,  John  Gamp. 
bell,  John  Cbandlor,  Otcbsrd  Cook,  Ridmrd  Cntts, 
Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Davenpral,  janior,  Theodota 
Dwi^t,  James  Elliot,  Caleb  Ellis,  Ebenanr  Ebner, 
William  Ely,  William  Findley,  Jtdm  Fowler,  Chailss 
Goldsboiough,  Isaiah  L,  GTCan,  Beth  Hastings,  Wil- 
liam Belms,  Jamas  Hidland,  David  Hough,  Nebemiah 
Knight,  Jidm  Lambet^  Matthew  Lyon,  Dnncan  Me- 
Farland,  Jonathan  O.  Hoaely,  Jeramlah  Katasn, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Josiah  Qnin^,  Maitin  G.  Sdrans. 
man,  Joseph  Ettanhm,  Lawb  3,  Blnnas,  Samuel  T^ 
gsrt,  BoHunln  Tallmadge,  Samnal  Tskoey,  David 
Tbomss,  IliooMS  W.  Iltompaas),  Uii  Tnc^,  Jossfb 
B.  Vamnm,  P«lq  WadcwMtti,  Matthew  Waltoo,  and 
Nathan  Willkma. 

Kais — Isaac  Anderson,  John  Ardier,  David  Bald, 
Borwell  Bassstt,  George  M.  Badiager,  Jahn  Blak^ 
jr.,  Thomas  Blonnt,  R^mt  Brown,  William  A.  Bn>- 
well,  Wilham  Butler,  John  Claibotne,  Joanh  Clay, 
Matthew  Clay,  Fcederfek  Conrad,  Esra  Daiby,  J<^ 
DawaoB,  William  Dickson,  Etiaa  Earie,  John  W.  Eppes, 
James  Fi^  James  M.  Oamett,  Psttason  Goodwyn, 


waitlLlnd,BobertMBiioa,JauhMasterB,WillmmMe- 
Creoiy,  David  HerivMther,  Nichdss  R.  Moon,  Tbomt 
Moors,  Jnemiah  Morrow,  John  Monnwr  Soger  Nd- 
son,  Thomas  Newton,  Jr.,  Gideon  Olin,  John  Portst, 
John  Pn^,  John  Randolpb,  John  Rhea  of  Tnnnssann. 
Jacob  Richards,  Peter  Sailly,  Thorns*  Sanunona, 
Thomas  Sandfccd,  Dnnnb  Smelt,  John  Smilie,  John 
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Smith,  Sunnel  Smith,  Heniy  Sontluid,  Ridiud  Btan- 
ford,  Philip  B-  Thompson,  Ah™m  Trigg,  John  White- 
bill,  Robert  Whitebill,  David  R.  Williktus,  Mmnnwluke 
WillioDia,  Alexander  Wibran,  Richard  Winn,  Joseph 
Whiiton,  &nd  Thorn  u  Wjmii. 

Ordered,  That  the  uid  petition  do  lie  on  ibe 
table. 

,  LANDS  IN  LOUISUNA. 

Mr.  RsEA,  of  TeoneMee,  ofieted  tht  followiog 
HBolutioa : 

Rttoiatd,  That  ■  conunittoelM  tppointad  to  inqtiin 
into  the  expodiBnej  of  lajiof  off  and  daacribilig,  b^ 
cartuD  met«a  and  boondiirtM,  ■  tract  i£  eoaMty,to 
which  th«  Indian  till«  bath  baau  eitinKnithad,  within 
tba  Utnita  of  tba  Terrilotr  ol  Looiaiana,  and  to  include 
aU  tba  HtU^enla  wilhLi  tb«  aaid  Tanitoi;,  and  lor 
haTing  the  aaid  tracts  of  coontiy  laid  off  into  townahipe 
and  aectioni,  half  and  quarter  aectioaii,  agroeablf  to  the 
asTeial  lam  harMolbre  made  for  mrrejing  the  public 
Undaof  the  United  Statu;  and  alao  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  granting  one  qnutei  lectioa  to  every  &ee 
white  mate,  who  now  naiaea  thereon,  or  who  within 
year*  ahall  actually  improie  and  rtade  thenan. 

Me.  Conba.d  said,  before  he  agreed  to  the  reso- 
lution, he  ahould  be  glad  to  hear  the  reasons  for 
this  new  mode  of  disposing  of  the  public  lands. 

Mr.  Kbea  said  be  did  not  suppose  that  on  refei- 
ritie  this  subject,  it  would  have  been  uecessatv  to 
assign  ibe  reasons  for  the  tneasvre.  But  as  they 
bad  been  called  for,  be  would  state  soLoe  of  ihein. 
It  was  well  knowD  tftal  the  setiUnfenta  in  the 
Territory  of  Louisiana  frete  scattered,  that  they 
were  two  ot  three  hundred  miles  apart.  If  the 
Indians  should  become  hostile  in  that  quarter  it 
would  probably  cost  the  United  Slates  more  Lo 

Coteet  those  setitemenU,  than  tb»  Tilae  of  the 
nd  it  was  proposed  by  the  resolutioQ  to  allow 
to  settlen.  The  object  was  to  effect  a  settlement 
that  would  proTe  a  strong  barrier,  and  arert  the 
necessity  of  maintainiag  a  standing  army.  The 
lands  on  this  side  of  the  Mississippi,  it  was  well 
known,  from  their  subjection  to  Indian  claims, 
would  not  probably  be  settled  uDlil  a  distant  day, 
and  this  produced  a  necesiitv  for  forming  settle- 
ments on  the  western  side  or  that  rirer. 

Mr.  Smilib  believed  this  was  a  measure  that 
would  be  attended  with  great  beneGts  to  the  Uoi- 
led  States.  As  the  motion  was  merefy  to  refer 
for  the  purpose  of  inquiry,  he  hoped  it  would  not 
be  oppcMed. 

Mr.  yABNUH  was  of  the  opinion  that,  even  if 
this  measure  should  be  ultimately  considered  ad- 
Tisable,  this  was  a  very  unseasonable  time  for  its 
adoption.  He  was  not  of  opiaion  that  any 
siderable  force  could  be  brought  to  bear.oi 
frontier  thus  proposed  to  be  guarded.  It  would 
be  remarked  that  it  was  not  contemplated  for  the 
defence  of  the  Orleans,  but  the  Louisiana  Terri- 
tory. And  he  asked  whether  it  would  be  prooer 
to  adopt  It  while  such  various  reports  prevailed 
of  the  existence  of  conspiracies  against  the  United 
Slates  in  the  Western  conntry.  Might  not  the 
individuals,  engaged  in  these  combioBtions,  on 
their  discomfiiura  and  return  into  tba  United 
Slates,  under  this  measure,  occapy  the  lands  thus 
proposed  ,to  be  latTeyed) 


Mr.  Rbea  declared  himself  greatly  surprised 

the  suggestion  of  the  gentleman  from  Massa* 
chuseits.  As  to  the  suspicions  afloat,  he  hoped 
they  would  have  do  influence  on  the  adoption  of 
this  measure. 

Mr.  Greoo  hoped,  as  the  resolution  contem- 
plated an  almost  radical  change  of  the  land  sya- 
ero,  it  would  be  suffered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Rbea  acquiesced  in  this  course. 

MILITARr  PEACE  BBTABLISHMENT. 
^  The  bill  from  the  Senate  supplementary  to  the 
ict  fixing  the  Military  Peace  Establishment  of 
the  United  Slates,  was  read  the  first  time. 
Mr.  Epfeb  said,  that  on  ordinary  occasions,  he 
id  no  objection  to  bills  which  made  their  ap- 
pearance in  that  Hoiise  passing  through  the  or(u- 
nary  forms ;  but  it  appeared  to  him  that  there 


whicb  not  only  justified, 
lut  required  an  eiiraordiaary  course  of  procedure. 
Of  these  latter  occasions,  he  knew  of  none  that 
more  imperiously  required  extraordinary  treat- 
ment than  the  bill  which  bad  been  just  read. 
Wbkt  was  its  object  1  Sol  to  proyide  lor  an  ex- 
traordimry  emergency,  but  lo  make  a  {^reai  oddi- 
lion  tn  the  permaneiit  Military  Establishment  of 
the  United  States: -itl most  to  double  the  existing 
military  force.  Where  was  the  evidence  of  its 
necessity  1  The  bill  appeared  in  a  naked  fatm, 
unsupported  by  any  documents  whatever.  He 
believed  it  objectionable  in  ils  principle,  in  its  de- 
tails, and  in  its  origin.  Jo  the  second  section,  a 
discretion  was  given  to  the  Executive  to  increasa 
each  company  from  ils  existing  complement  to 
hundred  men.  It  consequently  gave  the  Bz- 
;iTe  the  dangerous  discretionary  power  of  in- 
Aiag,  whenever  he  shall  think  it  necessary> 
the  permanent  establishment  nearlv  double  ita 
present  amount.  He  hed.BUo  an  objection  to  the 
origination  of  this  bill.  The  Conatiiuiion  ex- 
pressly provided  that  every  reveoua  bill  sbonlil 
originate  in  the  House  of  Represeota lives,  and 
though  be  would  not -undertake  to  say  that  this 
hill  violated  the  words,  yet  it  certainly  was  re- 
puEoapt  to  the  spirit  of  the  Constitutiou.  What 
did  it  propose?  To  lay  a  burden  of  the  most  op- 
pressive kind  on  the  peoplej  in  a  lime  of  peace. 
Believing  that  the  bill  originated  in  mere  rumor 
and  report;  that  it  was  not  founded  on  any  offi- 
cial infotmation ;  and  that  it  was  altogetber  uime- 
Qcssary  in  the  present  state  of  afiairs,  he  moved 
tbat  it  be  rejected. 
Mr.  Tbohab  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays.. 
Mr.  Ltom  asked  whether  the  gentleman  conld 
safely  say  that  the  country  was  in  a  slate  of 

Ce.  What  was  to  keep  the  American  and 
.  lish  armies  apart  7  Were  they  not  ready  to 
sbed  each  other's  blood  T  Could  it  be  said  that 
this  state  of  things  was  safe,  when  we  had  not  a 
sufficient  force  on  the  frontier  to  prevent  the  inva- 
sion of  our  eountry  7  Did  we  not  hear  that  the 
Spanish  forces  were  twice,  four  times,  ten  times, 
ereater  than  ours?  Further,  he,  heard  of  no  in- 
from  Europe  of  a  settlement  of  diSet^ 
n  tbat  (juarler.  All  that  we  did  hear  wat. 
tbat  th^  Sjianish  Qeneial  on  the  frontier  deetan4 
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that  he  would  wait  until  he  beard  from  Europe. 
And  yet  we  are  told  it  is  uDDeecHary  to  raise  ad- 
ditioual  troops. 

Mr.  L.  said,  from  the  time  wr  had  acquired  our 
new  leiritorf,  be  bad  uniformlf  thought  il  proper 
to  raise  Ibree  or  four  additional  regiments.  He 
ahould  not  therefore  vote  for  rejeciing  ibe  bill. 
His  wisb  was  to  see  ibe  country  in  a  better  state 
of  defence  in  every  quarter;  aod  as  tbe  militia  of 
that  part  of  tbe  Uaion  which  be  repreaenied  were 
Ukely  to  be  almost  tbe  first  tbat,  in  case  of  an  iu- 
TasIoQ,  would  be  called  out,  and  as  maoy  of  them 
would  have  a  thousand  miles  to  march  before 
they  reached  the  frontier,  he  was  peculiarly  soli- 
citoOB  to  have  a  Etandiog  force  eompeieot  to  Ibe 
defence  of  the  country,  except  on  the  moat  press- 
ing emergencies.  Are  we  not  aUo  told  that  an 
attack  is  contemplated  on  New  Orleans ;  tbat  a 
new  Emd^re  is  about  lo  be  established  in  tbe 
"West?  Wilt  it  then  be  said  that  we  do  not  waut 
additional  troops  ?  Are  we  sure  of  il  %  Mr.  L. 
said  be  did  not  understand  how  gentlemen  could 
be  much  alarmed,  and  yet  say  that  they  wanted 
no  additional  tioops. 

Mr.  Tallhadoe  said  that  he  took  the  ordinary 
course  on  such  occasions  to  be,  to  discuss  at  its 
aecond  reading  the  merits  of  Ibe  bill.  This  treat- 
ment of  tbe  other  branch  of  tbe  Lerialaiare  was 
no  more  than  decent  and  respectfuL  Unless  there 
was  some  substantial  reason,  they  ought  not  to 
deviate  in  this  instance  from  the  course  which 
Was  ordinarily  pursued.  He  did  not  see  any  sub- 
Btantial  reasons  why  this  bill  should  be  rejected. 
In  the  outset  of  tbe  remarks  made  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  he  observed  that  they  were 
■bout,  at  one  strobe,  to  double  the  Military  Estab- 
lishment of  the  United  States.  Tbe  present  estsb- 
lisbment  of  tbe  Dniled  Slates  consisted  of  two 
regiments  of  infantry  end  one  regiment  of  artil- 
lery, together  with  a  corps  of  engineers.  When 
the  proposed  addition  shall  be  made,  tbe  Army 
will  consist  of  5,400  men.  This  certainly  wiU 
not  be  more  tbatr.  an  increase  of  one-bslf  of  Ibe 
present  Peace  Esiablisbmeot.  What  are  the  ob- 
jects and  peculiar  grounds  for  increasing  tbe  pres- 
ent Military  Eslabtishmenl,  was  worthy  of  in- 
quiry. Can  we  say  there  is  do  necessity  for  such 
an  increase?  Are  we  justified  hy  any  informa- 
tion we  possess  in  paying  tbat  the  Senate  had  no 
■ufBcient  cause  for  this  measure?    "  '' 


t  bill  I 


,  . J J. sufficient  force 

o  defend  tbe  country?  Mr.  T.  said  he  was  ap- 
jmbensive,  when  tbat  bill  was  under  considera- 
tion, that  in  ease  it  should  be  passed,  this  argji- 
memt  would  be  made  use  of  to  satisfy  the  people 
tbat  the  country  was  adequately  deiended;  and 
he  was  therefore  opposed  to  the  bill.  He  did  not 
believe  that  tbht  provision  was  sufficient  for  the 
defence  of  tbe  country;  and  he  did  think,  in  the 
present  slate  of  afiairs,  there  was  a  loud  call  on 
tbe  Legislaiore  to  make  some  addition  to  the 
present  Military  Establishment,  competent  to  re- 
pel foreign  aggression,  and  which  might  enable 
Ike  President  to  put  down  promptlv  and  efiectn- 
tii-l  KHj  lawleaa  attempt  which  might  be  made  to 


disturb  the  peace  of  tbe  Uaion.  Mr.  T.  said  he 
felt  reluctant  to  place  the  whole  reliance  on  tbe 
yeomanry  of  the  country.  He  feared,  if  this 
should  be  the  case,  that  they  would  prove  to  be  « 
broken  reed,  which  could  not  be  depended  upon. 
He  was,  therefore,  for  mnkin^  a  considerable  ad- 
dition to  the  Military  Establishment  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates.  Rather  than  not  have  a  force  which 
would  enable  the  President  lo  chastise  tbe  enemy 
on  our  frontier,  and  to  crush  any  persons  who 
might  attempt  to  disturb  the  peace  or  ihe  Unioo ; 
laiber  than  not  do  ibis,  Mr.  T.  said  he  wonld 
tebeerfully  agree  to  dottble  the  jttesent  forces  of 
ihe  United  States.  He  believed,  if  ihey  relied  on 
the  mililia  exclusively,  they  would  oppress  tbe 
yeomanry  of  the  country,  and  spend  more  money 
lo  but  little  efifecl  than  if  a  stable  force  were  pro- 
vided. As  far  as  his  opinion  went,  some  modiS- 
cation  pf  tbe  bill  appeared  to  him  necessary  ;  but 
as  this  was  only  a  question  on  rejecting  the  bill, 
it  was  unseasonable  to  say  anything  at  present  on 
its  details.  For  ifae  reasons  he  had  stated,  he 
hoped  that  the  gentleman  would  either  withdraw 
his  motion,  or  that  the  House  would  give  it  a  de- 
cided negative. 

Mr.  Eppes  said,  he  thought  when  he  was  be- 
fore up,  that  he  had  draivn  a  decided  line  of  dis- 
tinction between  the  measares  of  preparation  that 
were  necessary  against  the  Spaniards  and  the 
provisions  of  toe  Bill  under  consideration.  The 
two  pmpositLous  were  totally  distinct.  If  gentle- 
-thought  it  necessary  to  raise  troops  tr  ~''~' 


be  surprised  into  a  md sure  for  almost  doubling 
tbQ  present  Military  Elstablisbment.  which,  af 
though  passed  within  one  hundred  and  twenty 
feet  of  this  House,  very  few  gentlemen  knew  any 
thing  of^  until  it  was  brought  to  us  from  the  Sen- 
ate. Mr.  E.  said  the  great  ohjeciios  which  he 
had  to  (he  bill  was,  that  he  considered  it  as  an 
usurpation  of  the  Senate.  It  appeared  to  him 
that  the' Constitntion  made  the  House  pf  Repre- 
sentatives the  exclusive  organ  of  imposing  bur- 
dens on  the  people. .  How  was  this  burden  to 
operate?  Not  on  the  States,  as  indenendenl  sov- 
ereignties, but  on  the  great  body  of  tbe  people. 
It  ought  therefore  to  originate  with  that  House 
as  their  immediate  Representatives. 

Mr.  K.  said  he  believed  that,  in  no  cafe,  had 
such  a  measure  originated  in  the  other  branch  of 
tbe  Legislature,  except  in  the  famous  case  of  the 
motion  of  Ross,  which  tertninated  in  cslling  out 
the  militia.  Gentlemen  had  pronounced  this  an 
indecorous  treatment  of  Ibe  Senate.  HowindeC' 
orous?  Mr.  E.  said  he  had  observed,  when  he 
made  the  motion,  that  in  ordinary  cases  he  had 
no  objection  lo  the  Usual  forms  of  the  House ;  but 
that  be  considered  extraordinary  cases  as  eaillog 
for  extraordinary  treatment.  Had  not  the  House, 
by  their  proceeding,  justified  the  remark?  Did 
they  not  recollect  iDe  memorable  case  of  tbe  last 
session,  when  a  measore  which  originated  in  the 
other  branch,  odious  to  the  House  and  lo'  the 
country,  bad  been  promptly  and  decidedly  reject- 
ed?   Toia  then  waa  a  precedent,  which,  in  bta 
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opinion,  applied  with  equal  force  lo  ihe  present 
cue.  The  bill  contained  a  pririeiple  obnoxious 
to  the  HouM,  obaoxioua  to  the  natioa,  for  nearly 
doaUiof^  the  standioe  force  io  a  time  of  peace, 
and  for  imposing,  withoot  neceMiiy,  a  great  bur- 
den on  the  people.  He  trasEed.  therefore,  thai  the 
aame  course  would  be  pursued  in  Ibis  iostaoee 
which  bad  been  adopted  in  the  other.  < 

Mr.  Earlt  Mid  it  appeared  to  him,  thai  the 
maons  ansigned  by  the  genilemah  frortf  Virginia 
would  operate  with  equal  ■ireosth  for  pursning 
Ihe  same  eoune  as  to  any  biti  which  might  be  re- 
eeired  from  the  other  branch  of  the  Lrffislature, 
on  which  there  should  be  a  difference  of  opinion 
between  the  two  Houses.  Without  going  into 
an  examination  of  the  merits  of  the  bill  on  the 
table,  he  was  free  to  declare  liis  decided  hosiitiljr 
to  the  course  urged  by  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia. What  was  likely  to  be  the  consequence  of 
a  tT«atment  so  disrespectful  lo  the  other  braneh'of 
the  L^islatnre?  'If  they  possessed  the  ordinary 
feelings  of  men,  it  conld  not  b«  expected  but  that 
thejr  would  retaliate,  and  thus  put  an  end  lo  the 
bosineat  of  the  nation.  Mr.  B.  said,  he  thought 
one  or  two  of  the  obserTBtions  of  the  nnttemiin 
merited  some  notice.  He  had  remarked  that  the 
originaiion  of  this  bill  was  a  violation  of  the  sm- 
rit,  if  not  the  letter,  of  (he  Gonstitntioo.  Mr.  E. 
wdj  he  had  sapposed  that  ilt  doctrines  about  the 

Sirit  of  the  Constitnlion  were  unfhshionable  at 
is  day,  and  that  the  fashionable  doctrine  now 
WHS,  to  take  that  instrument  as  it  stood,  and  con* 
atfue  it  IS  it  read.    But  he  " 


all  bJHs  fof  raising  rerenae  shonld  originate 
this  branch  of  the  Legislature.  But  was  th^re 
not  a  substantial  difierence  betveen  the  business 
of  raising  and  that  of  spending  moneyl  Aoi  did 
it  follow,  that  because  the  Conslitutioa  exclusire- 
ly  vested  the  right  of  originatiDg  bills  for  raising 
fcrenoe  in  this  House,  it  therefore  confined  th^ 
origination  of  bills  (brspeDdingitlothemlilcewise? 
Din  not  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature  erery 
day  exercise  the  same  power  which  bad  been 
used  in  this  bin?  What  would  follow  fVom  a 
eonrrary  doctrine?  That  the  other  branch  oould 
DOI  even  originate  a  bill  for  erecting  a  light-house, 
or  fof  fortifying  our  porta  and  harbors,  of  indeM 
any  bill  that  required  money  to  carry  it  into  ese- 
cation.  And  was  it  not  a  fact  that  fout-^flht  of 
»nr  laws  demanded  the  expendiinre  of  money  to 
earry  them  into  effect?  Another  objection  to  the 
bill  was,  that  it  was'  brought  before,  us  without 
documents  or  ioformritioo  to  show  its  necessity. 
And  was  tbtt  a  reason  far  the  course  sugi^esied 
by  the  gentteman  from  Virginia?  Was  it  not,  on 
the  contrary,  the  best' reason  for  watting  until 
they  got  information  1  Mr.  E.  rafd  he  thought  it 
was  the  best  possible  reason  for  referring  the  bill 
to  a  select  commiltM;  and  he  trasied  that  this 
was  the  course  the  trill  would  be  suffered  to  take. 
Mr.  Vahrom  said  he  certainly  should  not  vote 
for  ibe  lejeetioa  of  the  bill  on  ifaegrouods  assign- 
ed by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia.  He  Knew  of 
no  billa,  except  those  for  the  raising  of  rerenoe, 
whose  origination  4ras  enlfnively  confiiwd  to  thia 


House.  Hb  presumed,  however,  that  the  question 
would  turn  on  another  principle — whether  it  was 
proper  to  augment  the  peace  establishment  of 
the  United  Stales.  At  present  we  have  3,200  men, 
besides  the  corps  of  engineers,  and  this  hill  pro- 
pows  to  add  to  the  present  establishment  2,200, 
making  in  the  whole  5,400.  The  question  then, 
which  presented  itself,  wa6,  whether  it  was  neces- 
sary to  nave  this  number  of  troops  to  garrison  our 
several  posts  in  a  time  of  profound  peace  ?  For, 
he  bad  no  idea,  that  on  ev^  spur  of  the  occasion, 
on  every  appearance  oT  war,  however  remote,  thoaa 
ffhowereattaehed  tostqndiagarmiesshoQldcrowd 
into  the  pence  establi^ment  an  additional  force, 
onlynecessary  in  ease  of  an  emergency.  Even  if 
there  was  a  prospect  of  .war  wiib  Spain,  that 
would  not  furnish  a  sufficient  motive  ror  iocrea- 


did  not  know  any  grounds  for  expecting  it 
was  true,  the  Soanish  army  had  marched  into 
the  country  we  Claim,  and  not  troops  had  march- 
edinto  the  cotintry  they  claim.  The  qnestion  in 
dispute  was,  the  demarcation  line  between  the 
two  countries.  If  this  shoiild  be  settled  by  the 
two  Governments  he  did  nm  know  of  any  cause  of 
war  between  them.  If  it  were  not  settled,  ho 
would  ask'  gentlemen  whether  they  were  sure  that 
the  claim  of  the  United  Stales  was  so  wel)  found- 
ed M  to  jpsiify  the  going  to  war?  It  might  be  the 
voice  of  the  coantry  to  do  so ;  and  if  so,'  Mr.  V. 
said  he  would  ffowiih  them  in  raising  a  sufficreitt 
force;  but  until  this  were  decided,  he  bdieved  it 
annecessary  toadd  to  the  standing  force.  Hewn 
the  more  inclined  to  be  of  this  opinion,  as  he 
heard  of  no  complaiotg  by  the  Slecuiive  Qovern- 
ment;  and  as  everything  requiredby ihemof  the 
legislative  body  had  been  done.  It  has  been  said 
that  it  is  inexpedient  on  such  occasions  as  bad 
recently  occurred,  and  on  those  which  are  likely 
to  occur,  to  call  ont  the  militia.  Mr.  V.  said  b« 
entertained  a  different  opinioo  on  this  subject ; 
and  said  that 'he  believed  it  important  that  they 
should  be  called  out,  whenever  there  were  anr 
serioBs  differences  on  oarfrontieT.  Such  reqaisf- 
tions  had  a  tendency  to  train  them  and  to  make 
them  acquainted  with  service  and  snbordi nation. 
He  believed  it  had  been  usefnl  to  call  them  out 
the  lasiyear  as  well  as  this. 

Mr.  T.  repeated  that,  uoiil  they  determined  ott 
war,  it  WBsinexpedient  farther  to  add  tothesiani^ 
iog  farce  than  might  be  necessary  for  garrisoning 
otrr  posts.  Whetner  the  proposed  mode  was  the 
best  to  decide  on  the  merits  of  Ihe  bill,  he  did  not 
know.  Bnj,  if  the  minds  of  gentlemen  were  made 
up  on  ihe  subject,  it  might  be  most  etisible  to  ex- 
press them  promptly  and  decidedly.  If,  therefore, 
he  voted  for  rejecting  the  bill,  it  would  not  beout 
of  disrespect  to  the  Senate,  or  from  any  doubt  of 
their  power  to  originate  it,  but  on  the  ground  that 
the  measure  was  unnecessary. 

Mr.  PiNDLGY  said  he  was  not  prepared  at  prea- 
eoi  with  certainly  to  say  that  he  should  vote  tot 
Ihe  bill,  with  any  modiScation  that  miitbl  be  made 
to  it.  But  he  did  not  know  that  he  had  ever  voted 
on  a  Ull  without  it*  previously  going  through  % 
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Committee  of  the  Whole.  Aod  as  id  this  case, 
one  of  ihe  TGHsoDs  assiffned  for  rejecling  il  was  a 
doubt  of  the  power  of  .the  Senate,  he  could  oot 
jig-ree  tothemotioD.  He  recollected  to  haveheard 
t£e  folloniog  reaioDt  asiigoed  for  the  rejeclipn  of 
ft  bill  in  one  Dranch  of  tbe  Legislature,  by  ■  meta- 
ber  who  hid  been  called  upon  to  assign  them : 
■^ou  voted  against  our  bill,  I  therefore  Toied 

3t\nst  yours."  Mr.  F.  said.  altbouKh  he  might 
limately  vote  a^inst  (he  bill,  he  sDould  be  op- 
posed to  Its  rejection  in  this  stage  of  it, 

Mr.  LroN  said  he  was  oot  so  alarmed  at  the 
idea  of  a  staodiug  army,  as  some  geatleraeo  de- 
clared themseUei  to  be.  Hedoubted  whether  the 
United  Stales  would  for  a  loug  lime  have  an  ar- 
my BO  large  at  to  be  a  fit  object  of  fear.  He  said 
he  believed  it  was  owiog  to  the  prudence  of  Oen- 
erat  Wilkinson  that  we  were  not  at  war  with 
Spain  at  Ibia  time.  He  firmly  believed  this  would 
have  been  the  case,  but  for  his  arrival  on  the  fron- 
tier. He  wished  to  know  what  hopes  there  were 
of  beiofr  uu  good  terms  with  Spain  1  He  wais 
sot  willing  to  sit  down  and  say  all  was  safe,  when 
it  was  not  safe — not  that  he  dreaded  anytbinK 
from  (he  insurrection  that  was  so  much  talked  of. 
He  sbould  vote  for  defensive  measures  in  every 
form  in  wbicii  the  subject  was  presented.  Le( 
those  in  power  save  (he  conniry,  let.  them  save  its 
honor  as  welt  as  its  territory. 

Mr.  Smilib  said  he  was  so  hostile  to  (his  bilL 
that  he  should  To(e  against  it  in  every  shape,  and 
ftt  erefy  siaffe  in  which  it  should  be  presented. 
He  should,  inerefore,  vote  for  its  rejection  on  this 
ocoaiioQ.  He  was  sot  anxious  as  to  tbe  s(sge  in 
which  i(  should  be  rejected,  provided  it  were  ulti- 
mately rejected ;  nor  was  he  prepared  to  say  (his 
was  the  oesc  way  of  rejection  it.  Bat  as  they 
fitust  come  (o  the  question  at  last,  and  as  he  was 
decidedly  of  opioioo  there  were  no  circumstan- 
ces between  tne  United  Sta(es  and  any  foreign 
nation,  or  any  questions  of  an  interpu  BB(urB 
which  required  this  step  to  be  taken,  he  should 
certainly  give  it  his  negative.  If  he  could  think 
vith  the  geotlemaa  from  Kentucky,  that  there 
was  DO  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  a  s(anding 
■nnv,  even  though  it  amounted  to  40,000  aen,  he 
might  feel  easier  on  this  subject.  But  he  enter- 
tained a  far  different  opinion.  It  was  a  singular 
eircnmatance,  and  Mr.  8.  said  be  believed  it  pecu- 
liar to  this  country,  that  a  disposition  on  thissnb- 
jeai  existed  in  some  gentlemen  to  outrun  iheEx- 
icu(ive.  Far  different  was  the  sentimeut  which 
prevailed  in  other  countries.  In  England^for  in- 
a(aDce,  tbe  constant  objec[  of  the  Execudve  had 
been  to  get  a  standing  force;  but  while  (he  Par- 
liamen(  was  independent,  an  uninterrupted  strug- 
gle was  kept  up  on  this  point  wi(b  the  regal 
power.  Since,  however,  the  Parliament  became 
oependent  on  the  royal  favor,  the  Executive  had 
only  to  ask,  to  get  what  forces  he  wanted.  It  was 
certainly  a  singular  spectacle  to  see  ffeottemeti  in 
this  eoUDtry  endeavoring  (o  outrun  (he  Executive 
in  accumnUling  a  military  force.  What  it  our 
aituation  T  Are  we  at  peace  or  in  war  1  We  are 
certainly  at  peace.  It  was  true,  there  existed 
•ome  uoeasiuea*  between  our  Oorernmeol  and 


that  of  Spain  as  to  boundariea.  Their  troopa 
bad  marched  to  maintain  what  they  considered 
their  boundary,  and  ours  (o  maintain  what  we 
considered  ours.  Mr.  S.  said  no  information  had 
come  within  his  knowledge  that  justified  the  opin- 
ion, that  the  Spanish  officer  ever  had  orders  for 
the  march  which  he  had  made.  But,  be  that  as  it 
might,  the  matter  was  accommodated  by  anagiee- 
ment  (hat  things  should  retnain  in  the  stale  ^ey 
were.  What  was  our  situation  with  the  Span- 
ish Government?  There  was  a  negotiation  de> 
pending.  Under  these  circums(anaes,  are  we, 
said  Mr.  S.,  called  upon  to  raise  an  arniy'I  Is 
there  any  change  of  situation  to  justify-  it  7  Can 
there  be  any  reason  for  such  a  measure,  unlesi 
we  mean  to  grant  an  aimy  to  provoke  that  natioa 
to  a  rupture  (  For  my  part  1  do  not  know  whe- 
ther we  are  not  indebted  to  tbe  smallnes^  of  our 
forces  for  the  conciliatory  disposition  which  has 
prevailed.  It  is  far  from  improbable  that  a  mu- 
tual distrust  of  ihetr  strengUi  produced  an  accom- 
modation, between  both  tides.  But  are  we  now 
disputing  as  to  the  extent  of  force  which  is  neeet- 
saryl  No;  the  difference  is  as  to, its  quality. 
Wa  say  that  volunteers  are  sufficient.  It  is  true, 
the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  tell*  us,  that 
militia  and  volunteers  are  a  broken  reed,  and  (hat 
we  shall  be  disappointed  if  we  depend  upon  them. 
I,  know  such  ideas  are  very  consentaneoiu  with 
tbe  ideas  of  some  gentlemen.  I,  however,  have 
no  doubt  that  volunteers  can  be  procured,  and 
that  ibey,  in  connexion  with  tbe  militia,  will  be 
competent  to  every  exigency  of  affairs.  ThesaoM 
gentleman  says,  an  additional  standing  force  toay 
be  necessary  to  suppress  iosurrecliona.  But  if 
we  have  got  to  this  situation,  we  may  bid  adieu 
to  our  liberties}  we  may  abandon  them,  and  sub- 
mit to  the  humiliation  of  maintaiaios  a  constaot 
standing  force.  Bat  I  trust  in  Qoi,to  long  Of 
our  people  are  conscious  of  the  happineaa  thej 
enjoy,. they  will  never  be  reluctant  (o  lend  (heir 
aid  in  suppor(  of  (he  Oorernment  of  their  choice. 
I  have  no  doubt  that  this  will  long  continue  (o  be 
(be  case.  If,  however,  on  the  contrary,  (he  idaaa 
of  geDiTemen  be  correct,  we  must  keepa  standing 
force  everlastingly,  lest  an  ioauitection  shoula 
occur.  Will  genilemea  be  good  enough  to  recol- 
lect the  means  used  in  other  countries  to  mite 
standing  armies,  and  to  keep  them  when  raised? 
I  have  no  fe«T  of  the  existinr  standing  force.  I 
know  it  cannot  endanger  the  liberties  of  this 
nation.  But  it  is  the  principle  of  the  bill  to 
which  I  object.  If  in  time  of  peace  we  resort 
to  such  a  measure,  are  we  not  pursuing  (he  same 
course  that  has  been  so  wofuUy  adopted  by  other 
nations  7  Look  at  the  British  Government. 
Afler  the  Revolution  was  at  an  end,  the  reduc- 
tion of  tbe  army  was  proposed ;  the  King  op- 
nosed  it;  but  there  was  interest  enough  to  effect 
It.  When  Qovernmentt  want  a  standing  army, 
the  nnivenai  cry  is,  that  there  is  danger  from  (his 
or  (hat  quarter.  In  1715  the  rebellion  took  place 
in  Bco(laod,and  the  Parliament  granted  the  King 
4,000  men.  When  this  lebellion  was  quelled,  the 
Parliament  thought  it  uanecesnry  to  keep  up 
this  army.    But  the  King  said  no ;  we  have  bad 
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mea  Bmong  na  that  require  to  be  kept  in  cbecb, 
and  the  anny  was  not  disroiued.  Trace  the 
whole  history  of  this  natioD,  fmni  iis  bet^ianiag 
to  the  present  day,  and  you  will  And  the  Guretn- 
meot,  on  the  pretext  rbat  ii  now  ur^d,  gradually 
jnereasing  the  itandin;  array  from  1,0(X)  (o  100,- 
000  men.  The  sane  measure  is  now  proposed, 
tod,  depend  on  it,  if  it  is  now  adopted,  it  will  form 
a  dan^TODS  precedents  future  limes,  of  which 
the  fnendi  of  a  standing  army  will  not  fail  to 
arail  ihemselres. 

Mr.  Okboq. — On  this  occasion  I  shall  vote  di- 
rectly coninry  to  my  cdllearoe,  Aau?h  I  sbBll 
not  consider  myself  as  pledged  by  that  eoorse 
vltimately  to  rote  for  the  bill.  ]  fael  myself  at 
a  loss  for  information.  The  bill  lioes  not  oome 
aeeompanied  by  any  doGomentB  whatever.  The 
pn^ier  coune,  I  think,  will  be  to  refer  this  bill  to 
a  select  committee,  to  inquire  whether  there  are 
any  ground*  for  it,  and  to  consnlt  the  head  of  the 
War  Department,  whethai  an  increase  of  onr 
BKsent  cstaUistimeDt  is  necenary.  We  have 
Men  frequently  told  on  this  floor  that  there  is 
danf(er  in  the  Western  couniry,  that  the  force 
stationed  there  i*  not.  eompeteDl  to  its  defence. 
If  this  shall  be  foand  on  examination  to  be  really 
the  cue,  I  presume  there  will  be  no  objeetion  to 
nising  the  force  which  shall  be  judged  sufficient. 
The  AdmiDistraiion,  finding  it  necessary  to  col- 
lect all  the  troops  at  one  pomt,  may  render  it  ex- 
pcdtent  to  raise  a  small  body  of  troops  in  the 
meantime  to  do  garrison  daCy,tosDppty'the  places 
ef  those  despatched  lo  the  westwx^.  I  believe 
a  coiamitlee  was  appointed  ondefendisg  the  Hi*' 
NBsippi.  If  that  committee  has  not  reported  in 
full,  it  may  be  the  most  proper  one  ta  refer  this 
subject  to.  Thay  may  reports  statement  of  EMts 
which  will  throw  light  on  the  subject.  Bat  re- 
jecting the  bill  ia  thu  stage  without  data,  will  be 
nnprecedeated.  in  the  Housew  For  my  part,  I 
'^--e  never  WiincMed'  anything  like  it.    I  hope. 


Mr.  C00K.--I  am  oppoaed  to  the  rejection  of 
this  bill  for  several  reasons.  I  believe  the  doc- 
trine of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  that  the 
Seitate  has  not  the  power  to  originate  sach  a  bill, 
unsoond;  inasmuehaa  I  believe  they  have  b  cod- 
canent  power  with  this  House  to  originate  all 
bills  except  for  ibe  raising  of  revenue.  I  also 
eonsidei  such  a  eoar<e  as  highly  iodecoruui.  I 
likewise  consider  the  existing  state  of  thiag^as 
reqniringsomeatigmentBtionoftheexlstiiig  stand- 
ing forces.  If  the  present  standing  army  was 
snfficieDt  when  it  was  created,  I  am  of  opinion 
that  it  b  necessary  at  this  time  to  increase  il.  Oo 
this  question,  therefore,  I  will  aWe  my  vote,  pa 
the  same  piiociples  as  t  would  hare  doae  oo  the 
establishmeal  of  ihe.present  force,  under  the  im- 
pression that  OUT  Military  ElstablishmenI  ought 
to  increase  with  the  increase  of  our  territory. 
Indeed,  I  believe  if  we  reflect  that,  in  cooseqimice 
of  our  new  acquisitions,  we  have  an  inoreoaed 
■umber  of  Tulnetable  points,  it  vonld  constitute 
an  argument  for  tngmcnting  the  Army  even  bc- 
yoitd  the  taciease  of  onr  .territory.    1  do  not, 


therefore,  con*ider  myself  as  being  in  favor  of  a 
relative  increase  of  the  Army,  but  as  hiiagoolf 
ia  favor  of  apportionieg  it  according  lo  the  prin- 
ciple we  hive  already  established. 

Mr.  O.  W.  Campbell. — I  will  submit  a  very* 
few  remarks  to  the  consideretioa  of  the  House. 
I  should  have  preferred  that  this  subject  had  been 
permitted  to  bare  taken  its  ordinary  course  ;  hut 
as  a  motion  has  been  made  (o  reject  the  bill,  and 
it  is  necessary  lo  give  a  vote  upon  it,  I  shall  give 
that  vote  which  I  abould  have  given,  had  the  bill 
taken  its  ordinary  course,  and  I  shall  consequent- 
ly voie-for  its  rejection.  I  shall  do  this  under  the 
impression  ihat  we  have  no  evidence  before  ns 
[hat  show*  the  necessity  of  increasing  at  this 
time  the  existjog  Military  Peace  Establishment 
mote  tban  we  had  at  the  last  itession,  when  the 
opinion  of  (he  House  was  decidedly  given  against 
a  similar  measure.  I  wish  to  be  understood  as 
drawing  a  msterial  distinction  between  an  in- 
crease of  the  Military  Peace  Establishment,  and 
the  raising  a  force  for  any  pressing  exigency.  If 
it  shall  appear  that  the  country  is  in  danger  of 
an  attack  from  a  foreign  Power,  I  am  among 
those  who  will  be  in  favor  of  raising  a  sufficient 
force  to  repel  such  an  attack,  and  to  maintain  the 
dignity  of  the  United  Steles.  Bat  until  danger 
arrives,  or  there  sball  be  a  declaration  of  war,  I 
shall  never  be  for  iooreasing  the  Military  Bstab- 
lishmenU  la  the  Message  of  the  President  we 
are  told,  "  The  result  of  our  negotiations,  or  suoh 
'  incidents  in  their  course  a*  may  enable  ns  to 
'  iafer  their  probdble  issue ;  aucb  further  move> 
'  ment*,  also,  on  onr  Western  frontier  as  may 
'  show  whether  war  is  to  be  pressed  there,  white 
'  nt^tietion  is  protracted  elsewhere,  shall  be 
'  communicated  to  you  from  time  to  time,  as 
'  they  become  known  to  me." 

80  far  then  as  we  may  depend  on  information 
from  the  proper  department,  there  is  no  foanda- 
tion  whatever,  for  iocreasiDg  the  Miliiary  Peace 
Establishment,  or  for  raising  any  additional  regtt- 
lar  force.  Since  the  receipt  of  the  Message,  has 
any  information  been  received  that  the  result  of 
our  negotiation  with  Spain  la  known  ?  If  gen- 
tlemen possess  any  anch  infoimation,  why  do 
they  not  give  it  to  us  7  But  we  are  told  of  the 
rumors  of  war  on  the  frontier.  But  I  cannot 
ibink  that  gentlemen  attend  dispassioealely  to 
ibe  existing  stale  of  things  when  they  make 
this  represeatation.  The  forces  of  Spain,  we  are 
told,  are  not  anthorized  to  iofrioge  the  rights  of 
the  people  of  Ibe  United  States,  or  in  any  degree 
to  act  offensively.  They  bave  laid  claim  to  a 
small  tract  of  country,  which  the  United  Slates 
have  taken  possession  of,  and  to  assert  this  claim 
they  have  passed,  what  we  call  the  boundary. 
But  when  they  came  to  this  boundary  line,  about 
thirty  miles  00  tbe  side  of  the  temporary  line 
fixed  by  ont  QoTerninent,  (ihe  interval  between 
whieb  lines  is  uninhabited,)  they  expressly  de- 
clared they  were  not  authorized  to  go  further,  ov 
disturb  the  United  States.  And  when  mutual 
arrangements  are  mode,  in  a  spirit  of  forbear- 
ance and  acGomttiodaiian,  between  tbe  eomman- 
dera  of  the  two  armies,  where  can  the  dtiBfei 
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'be  of  war7  Frana  ber  own  declaralion*,  Spain 
tkas  DO  more  right  to  attack  our  frODiiers  witb 
her  armies  ihaa  she  bas  lo  aiiack  New  York 
or  Baltimore  with  her  nartl  forces.  Aod  coa- 
Mqueuily,  if  it  be  oecessary  lo  raise  a  force  to 
protect  the  frontier  against  ibe  invasioD  of  her 
army,  it  is  equally  ao  to  defend  the  citizeas  of  the 
Ailaniic  board  against  her  nary.  If  you  caa 
put  DO  faith  in  traatshe  aays,  declare  war;  but 
aaiil  you  do  ibit,  treat  her  as  you  would  do  other 
nations,  and  cunsideT  yourselrea  in  a  state  of 
peace  until  you  are  Bclualty  engaged  in  war. 

It  has,  indeed,  been  said,  that  the  conspiracy 
which  has  occasioned  so  much  cod  versa  lion  may 
be  dangerous,  and  that  we  ought  to  have  a  mif- 
Uary  force  to  crush  it.  I  did  not,  howerer,  be- 
lieve, that  any  man,  who  is  the  professed  friend 
of  a  Republican  Oovernment,         "       '     '' 


auch  a  force  as  shall  intimidate  our  citizens  from 
combining  together,  through  fear,  not  ol  the  civil 

yiihority,  or  the  natioa,  but  of  ine  army.  This 
ctmsidei  as  infrinnng  one  of  the  most  sacred 
ptiDDipies  of  the  CoDBiiiuiioD,  to  wit,  ibat  the 
militia  is  to  be  relied  on  in  all  such  cases.  1  caa- 
Bot,  therefore,  believe  (hat  the  House  will  coon- 
tenanee  such  an  idea,  as  that  a  slaadii^  army 
ahall  be  raised  to  overawe  the  people  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates.  I  believe  we  may  salely  rely  on  the 
sailitia  to  suppresa  all  combinations  of  this  kind. 

Mr.  Elher  said  he  was  opposed  to  the  bill,  and 
should  finally  vote  against  it.  U«  did  not  believe 
(hat  an  augmeotaiion  of  the  army  was  necessary 
either  to  repel  invasion  or  to  supfvesa  insorree- 
tion.  But  inasmuch  as  the  bill  under  eooaidcia- 
lioo  came  from  the  Senate^  and  it  was  decorous 
and  proper  to  consider  the  subject,  he  waa  not  dis- 
posed to  a  rejection  of,  the  bill.  He  tboughtitpro- 
per  to  inquire  whether  some  increase  of  the  ex- 
uting  Military  Establishment  was  not  .necessuy 
for  garrison  duty. 

Mr.  Lton  said,  if  he  understood  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee, tie  had  insinuated  ihacne  wished 
M  raise  anarmv  to  orerawe  the  people.  He  had 
Mud  nothing  like  it;  He  said  he  had  no  appre- 
lieDNon  from  the  rumors  to  the  westward. 

Mr.  Q.  W.  Campbell  replied,  that  in  the  te- 
Btarka  he  had  made,  he  had  no  reference  whatei 
to  the  gen  tie  man  from  Kentucky. 

Mr.  LvoH  said  be  was  in  favor  of  an  augmen- 
tation of  the  Army,  in  consequence  of  the  exten- 
sion of  our  territory,  which  presented  a  frontier 
of  more  than  a  thousand  miles.  He  thought  as 
highly  of  the  militia  as  any  man,  but  could  they 
expect  the  militia  of  Massachusetts  to  march  for 
the  defence  of  Orleans  1  Let  Ui,  said  Mr.  L., 
talk  rationally  and  act  rationally. 

Mr.  Alixahdeb. — After  the  time  so  UDoeeea 
sarily  taken  up,  as  I  think,  in  this  discussion,  and 
after  the  teiieiaied  calls  for  the  question,  I  shall 
make  but  a  few  observations.  I  shall  give  my 
vote  in  the  negative  on  this  ground.    I  do  hold  it 

Eoper  that  all  the  bills  received  from  the  other 
ouse  should  take  their  proper  course ;  nor  am  I 
prepared  at  once  to  say,  that  some  aogmeatation 


the  pence  establishment  loay  nol  be  necessary. 
>i  on  eiaminatiun  it  appears  to  be  necessary.  I 
shall  vote  cheerfully  for  it.  I  apprehend  that  the 
country  is  nol  in  a  state  of  perieet  tranquillity, 
though  it  is  not  in  a  state  of  war.  But  1  shall  at 
present  forbear  from  entering  into  any  of  these 

iBideraiionsjSatisfyiog  myself  with  saying  that 

m  in  favor  of  treating  the  bill  with  respect. 

dr.  T.  Moore. — It  is  with  reluctance  that,  at' 
this  late  hour,  1  rise  to  ofier  my  ideas  on  the  sub- 
ject. 1  shall  confine  myself  merely  to  observing 
that  I  am  opposed  to  the  bill ;  but,  from  that  re- 
spect with  which  I  ibiek  the  proceedings  of  the 
other  branch  ought  to  be  treated.  I  am  for  suffer- 
ing it  to  take  the  common  course  of  bilU  in  thii 
House.  I  shall  therefore  vote  aaainst  its  reje> 
tion  at  present,  but  shall  erentnally  vole  against 
— easing  the  army,  n  a  less  there  shall  appear  M 
n  ab^lnte  necessity  for  it. 
r.  Bedinoir. — I  should  nol  trouble  the  Hooacj 
for  the  observations  of  gentlemen  that  we 
ooght  to  act  in  this  case  decently.  In  my  opinion, 
we  have  spent  the  day  decently.  A  petition  waa 
first  preaented  to  u>,  which  we  were  told  it  waa 
not  decent  to  reject.  It  was  determined  not  to 
reject  it;  it  was  lead^  and  the  gentlemen  said  it 
ought  notto  be  referred,  and  the  Homwdetermin- 
ed  not  to  refer  it.  Did  nol  this  amount  at  last  to 
the  same  thing  1  And  what  is  the  language  we 
DOW  hear  1  Gentlemen  come  forward  and  tell  as 
they  are  well  aware  of  the  dangers  of  asiandiair 
army,  and  they  are  against  rejecting  tbie  biU 
which  goes  lo  create  one.  Let  me  tell  ihem,  that 
if  they  oace  get  a  corps  of  officers,  it  will  not  be 
ao  easy  to  get  rid  of  t&em  decently. 

The  yea!k  and  nays  were  taken  on  the  queatioB 
"  Shalt  the  bill  be  rejected  V  and  stood,  yeas  36, 
nays  96,  as  follows : 

YsAs— Willis  Alston,  junior,  David  Bard,  Jowph 
Barksi,  Bnrwell  Bassstt,  Qao^  M.  Bedinger,  Barna- 
bas BUn<4  WilUsA  A.  Bwwdl,  WjUian  Bodtr, 
George  W,  Campbell,  Elias  Earts,  John  W.  ^pes, 
James  Fiak,  Peler«>n  Goodwjn,  Jamss  Holland,  David 
Htiniea,  Daiid  MerivrsUMr,  IridDen  OUn,  John  Rbea 
of  I'snnsBsee,  itob  Ricbsnla,  Tbomaa  SsndlMtl.  Bbs- 
ueier  Seaver,  John  Smilie,  Jc^d  Smith,  Bichard  Stan- 
fonl,  JoieiJi  B.  Vamum,  and  Daiid  B.  Williame. 

Nats — Evan  Alai^der,  Isaac  Aadanon,  Jidm  Aw- 
cher,  Klas  Betton,  John. Blaka,  junior,  Thomas  BlenBl, 
JaaiBs  M.  Braom,  Robert  Bmwn,  J^n  Sojle,  John 
Campbell,  John  Chandler,  Manin  Chttlendan,  John 
Claibome,  Joseph  Clay,  Matlhaw  Claj,  Frederick  Con- 
rad, Orchard  Cook,  Leonard  Covington,  Bichard  Cutts, 
Samuel  W.  Dsna,  Eira  Darbj,  John  Dayenport,  junior, 
John  Dawson,  William  DIclLsan,  Theodore  Dnigh^ 
Peter  Eirtj,  James  Elliot,  Cslcb  EUts,  Ebeneier  El- 
mer, William  Ely,  William  Findley,  John  Fowler, 
Jbdim  M-  GarneO,  Charles  Ootdsboroush,  Bilnin 
Gray,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Halsey, 
John  Hsinllion,  8elh  Hastings,  William  Helms,  James 
Kdlf,  Thomaa  Kenan,  John  Lambert,  Henry  W.  Liv- 
ingston, Edward  Llojd,  Matthew  Lyon,  Duncan  Mao- 
Psiland,  Bobert  Manon,  Josisb  Masters,  William  M«- 
Cieaiy,  Niehotaa  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah 
Monow,  John  Vanow,  Jooathan  O.  MomIj,  Oaidsn 
B.  Mnmibrd,  Jeremiah  ifebon,  Roper  NalsMi,  ThooM* 
Newtaii.,jun,  TiMOIk^  Pitkin^  jnnior,  John  PoiiN, 
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M.  Kaadoipfa,  John  Be*  of  Penneylnnia,  John  RaatoU, 
Pater  Siillj,  ThoDaa  Sunmoos,  Uaitin  Q.  Sehunemui, 
iamw  Bloan,  SuBinl  Smith,  Hear;  Southard,  Joseph 
StUtsD,  Lemi  B.  StorgM,  Samael  Tafgmn,  BenJK' 
Min  Tdlmwlge,  Dend  Thonu,  PhiUp  R.  Thompnn, 
TbomM  W.  ThompMH,  Uri  Tner,  Abrun  Trigf, 
PUKp  V«i  ConUndt,  Killiin  K.  Vu  RMenluT, 
DaaulC.  Varplanck,  Pel«g  Wadnroith,  John  White- 
Ull,  Robert  WUttAitt,  Eliphatet  Wickoi,  Munudoka 
ViOmitm,  IV»A*n  WUlimme,  Aleiu<l«r  Wlbon,  RitA- 
Hd  Winn,  lod  Jeaepb  WituRon. 

Ordered,  That  the  caid  bill  be  referred  to  Mr. 
J.  Rahsolpb,  Mr.  Cbandler,  Mt.  DicuON,  Mr. 
CtRfiOQ,  and  Mr,  Vak  Cobtlahdt. 


Tdesdat,  JiDuarf  20. 
Mr.  BBiHMani,  from  the  eommitlee  to  whom 
WM  reeommtited,  on  the  eighth  iaatant,  the  «»- 
froiwd  bill  to  prohibit  the  importatioa  or  brioff- 
■D^  of  tl«*n  into  the  United  States,  ot  the  Terri- 
foriec  thereof,  after  the  thirtr-Bnt  dfty  of  Decem- 
ber, o&b  tboDiand  eight  hoDdied  and  leTen,  re- 
ported BD  ameDdatory  bill  to  prohibit  the  impor- 
laiion  or  briDging  of  slarrs  into  the  Uaited  Slates, 
or  the  territories  thereof^  af^er  the  thirtf-Grst  dajr 
of  December  dcxIj  which  was  read  twice  and 
oommitted  to  a  Commltiee  of  the  Whole  on 
Friday  next. 

Aa  eofrowed  bill  to  rODtiooe  in  force  for  « 
Airtber  time  an  act,  eatitled  "Ab  act  to  sb^ 
lend  the  commercial -in teieouri*  between  the 
United  Stalea  ai>d  eertaia  parte  of  the  iflaad  of 
Saint  Domingo,"   wa*  reaa  the  third  tiBM  uid 


gibe 
e  third 


e  United  Sutea, 
time  and  pataed. 

The  Honse  retolved  iterlf  into  a  Comi 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  nuihorizing  the 
eertata  light-hontea,  and  the  fixing  of  stakes,  buoyi, 
and  beneoas,  at  eertaia  placet  tbereia  named. 
The  bill  was  reported  with  amendmenca  thereto; 
which  were  seTerelljr  twiee  read,  tnd  agreed  to 
to  by  the  Honse. 

Ordered,  That  the  Mid  bill,  with  the  amend- 
menle,  be  engroiied,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 


The  Hoaae  resolved  itself  into  a  Cninmiltee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  aanez  certain  shores  and 
waters  to  the  district  of  Mississippi  j  and.  after 
some  [{me  spent  therein,  the  bill  Was  leporled  with 
an  amendment  thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  smendraent,  together 
with  the  bill,  be  recommitted  to  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolred  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Commillee  on  ihe 
Public  Lands,  made  on  the  thirtieth  ultimo,  who 
were  directed  by  a  resolution  of  theHouee,  ofihe 
eighteenth  ultimo,  "to  inquire  into  the  fipediencey 
'  of  repealing  so  much  of  the  act  of  Congress,  of 
'  the  iweuty-ihird  of  March,  one  tboasaad  eight 
'hundred  and  four,  aa  limits  the  time  in  which 
'  iocftlions  of  Virginia  military  warrants  ahall  be 


'  made ;"  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  ibe 
Committee  rose  and  reported  a  renolaiion  there- 
upon ;  which  was  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  hj 
the  House,  as  follows: 

Saoimd,  That  a-Airther  time  of ysare,  fttim  the 

twenty-diird  of  Mardi  ueit,  be  alkrwid  fi»  loeating 
wurrant*  granted  by  the  State  of  Virginia  to  h«r  «ffi> 
cen  anil  Mridien  apon  Gonlinentil  eitablMtDeDt ;  aad 
that  a  &rther  time  of yean,  from  the  aaid  twenty- 
third  of  March  next,  be  allowed  to  retvm  mrveys  on 


Ordered,  That  a  bill,  or  bills,  be  brought  in, 
porsaant  to  the  said  resolution  ;  and  that  the  Com- 
mittee ot>  the  Public  Laads  do  prepare  and  bring 
in  the  same. 

The  I^ousa  resolred  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  sufiplementary  to  the  act, 
entitled  "An  act  regulating  the  grants  of  land  a,^ 
propriaied  for  the  refugees  from  the  British  Pro- 
vinces  of  Canada  and  Nora  Scotia ;  and,  after 
aome  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  roee  axd 
had  leave  to  sit  again. 

Mr.  QmHCT  oMerved  that  at  common  law  tke 
ownen  of  vessels  Were  respOBsible  to  any  eitmt 
for  the  eontiaciB  of  the  masters,  a  priociiile  whiek 
may  in  some  eases  be  felt  as  a  very  sertoMS  evil. 
The  Enzlish  Parliament  were  so  senaible  of  the 
evils  of  this  principle,  that  in  1734,  they  reitricied 
by  statute  the  reiiponsibiliiy  to  the  vslae  of  tbe 
ship  and  the  freight;  bnl  that  siatnia  had  not  been 
understood  to  extend  to  this  conntry.  The  prin- 
ciple of  that  statute  is  found  in  the  laws  of  all  the 
commercial  nations  in  Europe.  A  sait  has  lately 
been  insiltuted  aniost  a  merchant  of  distinction 
to  the  amount  of  $25fiOO.  fur  ihe  conduct  of  a 
shipmaster  in  the  East  Indies;  which  suit  has  ex- 
cited coQsiderable  alarm  iu  Masaaehuselts.  Mr. 
Q..  proposed  the  following  resolution : 

Saohtdt  That  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
MftDnbctorsa  be  directed  to  inquire  into  tbe  expedient^ 
of  providing  by  taw  how  Tar  the  owuen  of  ships  shut 
be  answerable  for  the  acts  of  tbe  masters  and  msjiners. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to — yeas  63. 
MISaiSSIPPI  TERRITORY. 

The  House  again  went  into  Comminee  of  the 
Whole  on  th«  bill  making  a  donation  of  land  for 
building  a  hospital  at  Natchez,  ft«. 

The  section  extending  the  right  of  tnfiVt^^  to 
the  citizens  of  the  Temiory,  without  the  qualifi- 
cations of  a  freehold,  was  again  read. 

Mr.  BiDWELL  advocated  this  section  on  the 
ground  of  expediency,  and  defended  it  against  the 
charee  of  being  repugnant  to  the  compact  belween 
the  United  States  and  the  State  of  Oeorgja.  He 
maintained  that  the  stipulations  of  the  ordinance 
for  the  Northwestern  Territory  were  of  two  kioda; 
some  of  which  could  only  be  altered  by  tbe  oou- 
s«Bt  of  two  parlies,  while  the  others  were  altera- 
ble by  Cmgress  alone.  The  parties,  codtampla- 
(ed  by  tbe  ordiannee,  were  the  United  States  aod 
the  people  ofihe  Hiseistippi  Territory,  and  not 
the  Uaited  8t«tes  and  tbe  State  of  Qeargie ;  that, 
however,  tbe  stipulation,  whieh  bore-  on  this  ease, 
was  one  whiefa  was  revoeeble  by  Cosgress  alone. 

Mr.  Bablv  conRnded,  on  the  other  hand,  tiMi 
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the  partiei  to  the  compact  vere  tbe  UDiied  States 
■nd  theSuieorOeoTgUi  and  tbai  its  stiputattons 
could  not  be  altered  without  the  eonteot  of  both. 
He  said,  he  had  no  doubt,  if  ap plica tioo  shoold  be 
made  to  the  Slate  of  Georgia,  her  cooseat  would 
be  cheerfully  giren  to  the  modiSfalion  proposed. 

Mr.  Lattihdbe  maiDtained  the  aame  principle 
with  Mr.  BiitWGi.L. 

Oalf  Gfteea  membeit  Tuiag  in  faror  of  striking 
ODt  the  sectjoiirlbe  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  E&BLi  moved  to  strike  oqi  the  first  section, 
which  appliea  a  tract  of  land  cowards  tbe  erectioti 
of  a  hospital  at  Natchex 

Mr.  Earli  observed  that,  agreeablf  to  the  arti- 
cles of  cessioD  by  Georgia  to  ihe  United  Siates.it 
was  stipulated  that  01,200.000  should  be  paid  bf 
the  United  Bcates  to  tbe  State  of  Gkorsia,  out  of 
tbe  first  proceeds  of  the  ceded  lands  that  should 
be  sold. 

Ht.  LS.TTIH0BE  enforced  the  propriety  of  the 

(>r«ni  for  an  institution  londly  called  for,  not  on 
ocal  but  general  eoDsideratioas,  as  ibe  city  of 
Natchez  was  knowti  to  be  resorted  to  by  more 
emigrants  from  all  other  parts  of  tbe  United  Stales 
than  any  other  place  of  its  size.  He  also  remarked, 
to  show  that  tbe  objection  of  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  was  ioTalid,  that  a  grant  of  these  lands 
bad  be«a  already  made  for  the  endowment  of  a 
muversity. 

Mr.  Blodht  spoke  in  favor  of  the  motion  which 
was  agreed  to— ayes  43,  noes  30. 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill, 

which  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

INDIANA  TERRITORY. 

Tbe  Speaeeb  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
ftom  William  Henry  Harrison,  Qovemor  of  the 
Indiana  Territory,  enelosiog  certain  resolutions 
iMssed  by  tbe  LegislatiTe  Council  and  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  said  Territory,  relative  to 
a  suspension,  for  a  certain  period,  of  tbe  sixth  ar- 
ticle of  compact  between  tbe  United  States  and 
the  Territories  and  States  northwest  of  the  rirer 
Ohio,  made  on  Ibe  thirteenth  of  July,  one  ibou- 
aand  seven  htmdred  ttpd  eigfaty-aeven }  which  were 
lead,  aa  follows : 

aniHouttofRtfmtntaiaUvtioffht&dianaTtmtor!/, 
That  ■  siispauiMi  of  Iha  sixth  article  of  oompact  M- 
maan  tha  United  StaUs  and  the  TsnitonM  and  StalM 
northwest  of  ^  rivm  Ohio,  passed  the  13th  div  of  July, 
1787,  tor  tbe  taim  of  tan  years,  would  be  highly  advan- 
tageons  to  the  said  Territory,  and  msat  the  approbation 
tf  at  least  nine-tenths  of  the  good  dtisens  of  the  same. 

Raoited,  unimimoui/jr.  That  the  abatract  questioa 
of  liberty  and  sIstbt^  u  not  eonsideTed  as  invotTsd  in  a 
■napension  of  the  said  ariiele>  inumnch  as  the  number 
of  Mvas  in  the  tjiiitad  Stales  would  not  be  angmenled 
by  the  messDra. 

SetolDBd,  wianimouMly,  That  the  svqieiiaion  of  the 
said  artide  would  be  eqaally  advanlageoas  to  the  Ter- 
itloty,  to  tba  States  Emn  whauca  t&s  negroes  would 
be  broogbt,  and  to  Am  nsgross  themselves. 

To  awTeiTiiai7,  beeanae  of  its  ntnatkMi  with  regard 
to  tbe  other  Sulea  i  it  mnat  be  astUed  by  emigrants  Irmn 
Ihsaa  in  which  slavery  is  talented,  oi  for  many  yean 
vemain  in  its  prasaut  sitoation,  its  dtiaans  deprivad  of 


the  gisater  part  of  their  political  right*,  and,  indeed,  of 
aU  those  wluch  diilinguish  tha  American  firom  the  eiti- 
lens  and  subjects  of  other  GoienuneDla. 

The  Btates  which  are  OTerturdeoeJ  with  negroes 
would  be  beaefitlad  by  their  dticanm  having  an  oppor- 
tunin  of  dispoaiof  of  the  negroes  which  they  cannot 
comfortably  suppoi^  or  of  removing  with  them  to  a 
conntiy  aboonoing  with  ril  the  nscesssries  of  life;  and 
the  negro  htmaelf  wooid  exchange  a  scanty  pittajtoe  of 
the  coarsest  food  for  a  pleotiiiil  and  nonriahing  diet, 
and  a  situation  which  admits  not  the  most  distant  ptea- 
pect  of  emancipation,  for  one  which  preaents  no  coa* 
sideraUe  obstacle  to  his  wiahsa. 

Setohed,  unanitnoutfy,  Tbtt  the  citiieiu  of  this 
part  of  the  fbnner  Northwestern  Tenltanr  cotuuder 
themselves  as  having  claims  upon  the  indidgencB  MF 
Gongiess  in  regard  to  aspspaasiop  oflha  said  artide, 
beeaose  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  oidinaneo  of 
1T8T  slavery  was  tolerated,  and  slaves  generally  pa» 
sewed  fay  Ihe  dloen*  then  inhabiting  the  voaatrj, 
amonnting  to  at  least  one-half  the  piesant  populatkm 
of  Indiana,  and  because  the  said  ordinance  vras  |iaainil 
in  Congress  when  the  said  dtiaena  were  not  repreaeol- 
ed  in  that  body,  without  their  being  conanltad,  and 
without  their  knowledge  and  t^pn^tion. 

Jtadeed,  unonimous/y.  That,  from  the  situation, 
•oil,  cUmate,  and  productions  of  Ihe  Teiritoiy,  it  is  is 
not  believad  that  the  number  of  ikvea  would  evsr  boar 
each  proportion  to  tbe  white  population,  as  to  endanger 
the  internal  peace  and  prosperity  of  the  country. 

Raolveit,  uaaaimouily,  That  copies  of  these  reaolv- 
tions  be  delivered  to  the  Governor  of  this  Territory,  to 
be  by  him  forwarded  to  tbe  President  of  the  Senate  and 
to  the  Speaker  oflhe  House  of  Bepreeentalivee  of  tha 
United  States,  with  a  taaotst  that  tker  Will  lay  the  aame 
batbsa  the  Seule  and  Howe  of  Repnssutativea,  ovec 
which  Ih^  respectively  pieaide. 

Raohtd,  uruminunuly,  That  a  copy  of  theas  laa^ 
lulioaB  be  delivered  to  t&>  dek^ate  to  Congraai  Emm 
this  Territory,  and  that  he  be,  and  ha  hereby  is,  ii 
ed  to  use  hu  best  endeavors  to  obtain 
tbe  said  article. 

The  resolntioDs  were  referred  to  Mr.  PjlBC% 
Mr.  Mabtbbb,  Mr.  Rbba  of  Tennessee,  Mr.  8ah»- 
ronn,  Mr.  ALaTON,  Mr.  Jbbuiiah  Morrow,  and 
Mr.  Tbioq,  to  eiamioe  and  report  their  optnioa 
thereupon  to  the  House. 

WEOHCeDAT,  January  31. 

An  engrossed  bill  autborizing  tbe  erection  of  cer- 
tain light-houses,  and  the  fistng  of  atakea,  buoya, 
and  beacons,  at  certain  places  therein  named,  was 
read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

A  bill  aulhorixinga  grant  of  load  for  the  tue 
of  a  hotpUal  at  Naichex,  allowingaddiitonal  com- 
pensation 10  the  judees  of  tbe  Mississippi  Terri- 
tory, and  extending  the  right  of  suffr^re  therein, 
was  read  tbe  Ihitd  time  and  passed — ayes  54,  noea 
31 ;  and  tbe  title  amended  by  striking  out  the  wotda 

Mr.  TessEr  presented  to  the  House  a  petition 
of  sundry  merebants  and  inhabitants  ot  Ports- 
mouth, in  the  Stale  of  New  Hampshire,  which 
was  received,  aod  read,  praying  that  the  duties 
due  to  Ihe  United  Stales  on  certain  goods,  ware^ 
and  merebandise,  consumed  by  fire  in  ihe  aaid 
town  of  Portsmouth,  on  the  S4th  of  December, 
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1806,  niy  be  remitted,  and  that  ihe  bonds  given 
for  secarmg  the  said  duties  maf  be  eaacelled ;  or 
■Qch  other  relief  afforded  to  Ihero  in  tbe  premisei 
u  Co  the  wisdom  of  Congress  sball  seem  reaaoa- 
able  and  proper. — Referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manaraclures. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  Randolph, 

Ordered,  That  the  Comiaittee  of  Commerce 
and  Hannfaetuies,  to  whom  was  referrvd,  tjiia  day, 
ihcntitioa  of  MiDdrjr  nerchants  and  inliabiiaitcs 
of  Ponamonlh,  in  the  Slale  of  New  Hampabire, 
b«  dbebarged  from  theconsideiytioD  thereof;  and, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  TflNifBT,  it  was  rrferred  to  ibe 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

BENEriT  OF  DRAWBACK. 

Hr.  EiBLT  frpm  tbe  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Hanalmctiires,  to  whom  was  ref^red  the  pe- 
tition of  Oideon  Lamson,  made  tbe  following  re- 
port: 

Ths  ship  Doris,  of  which  the  petiiioner  wu  owner, 
ree<i*ed  on  board,  at  Philaddphia,  in  the  month  of  Jane 
last,  m  quanti^  of  sngsr  and  cofles,  intended  to  be 


diipped  to  Antweni,  tot  ths  benefit  of  drawback.    Be- 
fore the  whoie  of  the  intended  cargo  bad  bean  put 
boud,  it  waa  diaeorered  that  the  vhmI  had  made  c 


nderable  waste,  and  the  mgar  and  coflee  she  had  re- 
ceived were  lelanded.  Tbe  aagar  wh  duuaged  icTflDtj- 
five  per  canL,  and  by  Ihe  exporter  was  t^vwn  upon 
the  hands  of  the  owner  of  the  siiip.  It  does  not  appear 
that  the  misfortiuie  anMe  from  my  want  of  care  Or  at- 
tention. On  the  coDtraij,  ths  vessel  had,  immediately 
before  she  began  to  receive  hei  load,  been  examined  by 
a  person  of  competent  skill,  and  pronounced  fiee  from 

Tbe  memorialist  prays,  apon  these  bets,  that  the  de- 
bentttte  on  the  sagar  ma;  be  allowed  him,  m  that  such 
other  reUef  may  be  afibided,  as  Congren  may  cenaider 
jnal  and  proper. 

Tba  eeauDKIee  know  of  no  pfindple  heretofore  re- 
cogniasd  by  Congress,  wfakh  wonM  antfawiie  a  oinn- 
pliance  with  this  a^qdieation.  To  allow  tbe  debentore 
when  the  sugar  baa  not  been  eipOTtedb^  the  United 
States,  wenid  be,  in  tbe  highest  d^iea,  pisposterous. 
To  affinrd  rdief,  tn  any  way,  would  be  to  make  the  Qov- 
enunent  of  the  United  States  insursia  against  iudivid- 
nal  iBseee.  The  committee,  therefore,  subnil  ^u  fol- 
lowing leaotntion : 

Bttohtd,  That  the  ptmyer  of  the  petition  of  Oideon 
Lamam  oofht  net  to  be  gnntad. 

The  report  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ho  lues, 

Bttohed.  That  tbe  Committee  of  Claims  be  di- 
rected to  inquire  into  toe  ezpediencf  of  making 
compensation  to  the  Oorernor,  Judges,  and  Sec- 
retary, of  the  Indiana  Territorr,  for  extraHerrieei 
rendered  bj  ihem  in  wganiziog  the  Gorernmeot 
of  Louisiana;  and  that  thef  hare  leave  to  report 
by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  JoBN  RamoolpHj  from  the  Gommiltee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Bdward  Weld  and  Samuel  Beebee;  which  was 
read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jbrbkiah  Mohrow, 

Ordered,  That  the  select  commiltee  to  whom 
wu  teferred,  oa  tbo  twelfth  inatant,  n  letter  from 


Aogustus  B.  Woodward^  and  others,  appointed  R 
committee  bf  a  convention  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Territory  of  Michigan,  held  at  Detroit,  on  the 
2Gih  day  of  November,  transmitting  an  authenti- 
cated copy  of  tbe  proceedings  of  tbe  said  conren- 
tiOD,  be  aiEcbarged  from  the  farther  consideration 
thereof;  and  that  tbe  said  letter  and  proceedings 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Tbe  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  making  a  grant  of  land  to 
certain  refueees  from  the  Britisk  Provinces  of 
Canada  aod  Nora  Scotia. 

After  considerable  debate,  tbe  Committee  im- 
ported the  bill,  which  was  ordered  lo  lie  on  the 
table. 

Tbdrsdat,  January  2S. 

Mr.JoBN  Randolph,  from  the  Committee  of 
Wars  and  Means,  presented  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  sufferers  by  fire  in  the  town  of  Portsmouth, 
New  Hampdiire,  whioh  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Lewis  presented  to  the  House  a  petition  of 
sundrjr  inhabilRDte  of  the  town  of  Alexandria,  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  which  was  received  and 
read,  praying  that  an  act  may  be  passed  to  iocoi- 
porate  a  company  for  tbe  purpoae  of  making  a 
turnpike  road  from  Bridgepoint,  on  Alexander's 
Island,  opposite  Maryland  Avenue,  to  tbe  north- 
eastern corner  of  the  alma-houae  lot,  and  from 
thence,  by  R  straight  line,  -to  the  intersection  of 
Washington  and  Montgomery  streets,  in  the  town 
of 'Alexandria;  and  for  erecting  a  bridge  over  Four 
Mile  Cieek,  upon  such  terms  and  under  such  re- 
strictions as  may  be  just  and  leuonnble. — Re- 
ferred to  Mr.  Lswia,  Mr.  Nicbolab  R.  Moobr, 
Mr.  PoBTBR,  IVtr.BDTLBR,  Rnd  Hi.  Van  Rrkbrb- 
LABR,  to  examine  and  report, the  same,  with  theit 
opinion  thereupon  to  the  House. 
On  moticHi  of  Mr.  Dana, 

jRetolved,  That  the  Sacieiary  rf  the  Treaanir 
be  directed  to  lay  before  this  House  copies  of  the 
Bccoauts  containing  the  respective  charges  which 
have  been  adjnslcd  by  the  acconating  <^cm*  of 
ihe  Treasury,  in  eases  of  public  proaecutions,  be- 
fore the  Circuit  Court  of  the  United  States,  held 
in  tha  district  of  Conneclicut,  in  the  months  of 
April  and  September,  in  the  year  1806. 

Mr.  Varndh,  from  the  cpmmitiee  appointed  oa 
the  twelfth  inttant,  presented  a  bill  providing  for 
the  payment  of  the  expense  iitearred  by  the  mili- 
ury  prenaratioos  for  (ha  defence  of  the  Territory 
of  I^chtgan  agiinat  hostile  Indians,  in  the  year 
1B06,  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

A  metsage  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  tbe  Senate  have  passed  a  hill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  alter  the  time  of  holding  tbe  Circuit  Court  in 
the  district  of  North  Carolina.",  to  which  ihejr 
desire  tbe  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  aet 
to  alter  the  time  of  holding  the  Circuit  Conrt  in 
the  district  of  North  Carolina,"  was  read  twice 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
monow. 
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The  HooM  TMolTed  itielf  into  a  Cemniitlee  of 
the  Wliole  OD  the  report  of  (he  commiltee  ap- 
poiaied  "10  ioquire  whether  any,  aod  if  any. 
what,  descriplioo  of  claima  mgrniost  the  UoiteJ 
Slates  are  barred  by  the  statute  of  limiiaiioii, 
which,  in  reason  and  joBtice,  ought  to  be  provided 
for  by  law,"  made  on  the  sixth  iostaat ;  and,  after 
Bome  time  apeot  thereia,  the Coaunittee  rose,  aod 
had  leave  to  sit  agaio. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  PBiaioEHT 
OP  THE  UxiTBD  States,  commuuicauag  infor- 
matioD  loucbiog  ao  illegal  comhinatioo  of  pri- 
Tate  iodividuaU  against  the  peace  and  lafeiv  of 
the  Uaioo,  and  a  military  expedition  planned  by 
them  BgaiDEl:  the  lemloriea  of  a  Power  ia  amity 
with  the  United  Stales,  with  the  measures  panned 
for  Euppreasinff  the  same. 

[For  this  Message,  see  Senate  Debates  of  this 
date,  ante,  page  39.] 

The  Message  was  read,  aad^  together  with  the 
docitmeBts  transmitted  therewith,  referred  to.Mr. 
JoBN  RAHDOLra,  Mr.  Botlb,  Mr.  Jbbimiar  Mor- 
BOW,  Mr.  G.  W.  Campbell,  Mr.  Roqbb  NbiiBon, 
Mr.  CuMTon,  and  Mr.  Bidweli.. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of. 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the. relief  of  Edmiuid 
Briggs.  The  bill  wa*  reported  wiibont  amend- 
ment, and  ordered  to  be  eagrosaed  and  read  the 
third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Claibobmb  pretented  to  the  House  a  pe- 
titioQ'Of  the  President  and  Xrasiees  of  the  Alez- 
Bndria  Academy,  in  the  town  of  Alexandria,  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  which  was  receiTedand 
read,  praying  that  all  eseheaia,  ariiiBg  within  the 
jurisdiclion  of  the  court  of  the  coanty  of  Alez- 
aadria,  and  all  specific  fines  imposed  by  law,  and 
Bot  otherwise  appropri«ed,  arising  within  the 
tame  jurisdiction,  may  be  apfriied  in  aid  and  sup- 
port  of  the  said  academy. — Referred  lo  Mr.  Olai- 
BOBNB,  Mr.HotuiNb,  Mr.TAOSABT.Mr.CoTiHO' 
TON,  and  Mr.  Babd,  (o  eiamine  and  report  their 
t^oion  IbereupoD  to  the  House. 

The  HoBie  resolved  itself  into  a  Comnailtee  of 
tbc  Wh^  on  the  bill  to  extend  the  power  of 
gnmtiag  writs  of  injunctions  to  the  Judges  of  the 
Distriei  Courts  of  the  United  Sutes.  The  bill 
WBi  reported  with  an  amondment  thereto,  which 
was  twice  read,  and  abroad  to  by  the  Hotise, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  mmend- 
meot,  be  eogroated,  and  Had  the  third  time  to- 


The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  od  the  motionof  the  eighth  iistaot, 
Makinr  provixioD  for  carrying  into  e£fect  a  treaty 
naade  between  the  United  States  and  the  Chicka- 
(BW  tribe  of  Indiatts,  on  the  third  day  of  July.  1805. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill,  or  bills,  be  brought  in 
ppriuant  to  the  said  resolution,  and  that  tbeCom- 
mitiee  of  Ways  and  Means  be  instructed  to  pre- 
pare and  bring  in  the  tame. 

HEriNED  SUGAR. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 

the  Whole  on  the  rrjport  of  the  Committee  of 

Conmerce  and  ManulBcuires  on  the  memorials 

of  the  augv  refiners.    It  waa  read,  ai  follo*a ; 


The  Committee  of  CDrnmorce  and  Mannractnta*,  ta 
whom  was  refeired  the  petitions  of  Edwird  Penniag- 
loa  and  others,  of  PhiladelphiB,  and  CharleB  Gaits  and 
othsrs,  of  Baltimore,  sugir  reSners,  Bobmit  theii  report: 

Tbe  petitioners  are  msnufactnren  of  bq^f  ia  the 
United  Statea,  and  request  Ibst  the  sngar  refined  bj 
them  rikall  be  allowed  a  dTswbaek  on  the  eipoitatitHi. 
Tbe  snbi«ot  has  been  often  before  CangrMa,  ud  a 
lengthy  and  detailed  report  was  OAde  by  the  Commit- 
tM  to  the  aecond  sasnon  of  tbi  Eighth  Congieas,  lo 
which  the  Commiltes  be;  laaie  to  refer,  and  nqaest  it 
may  be  considered  u  part  of  thiji  report. , 

The  opinion  of  tbe  Committee  ia  apposed  to  ^mU 
iftg  any  additional  allowance  or  advantaxee  to  Aa  aogar 
refiners,  for  the  reasons  stated  in  their  formal  report; 
and  thinr  ranectfully  oStt  the  following  reaolntion : 

IU»oaed,  That  it  Is  inexpedient  to  irant  the  prajat 
of  the  pelitioners. 

The  readins  of  the  former  ceport  WM  dien 
called  for,  and  the  Clerk  having  read  the  same, 
Mr.  McCsEBBT  spoke  as  follows : 

Mr.  Chairman — When  the  report  wbich  waa 
last  read  was  presented  to  the  House,  at  a  former 
aesaion,  it  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  th« 
Whole,  bat,  owing  to  a  press  of  busioeas,  appa- 
rently of  greater  importance,  it  was  not  acted  on. 
Notwithstanding  that  two  lengthy  reports  have 
been  made  on  this  subject  by  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manumciurea,  and  that  I  have 
generally  stood  alone  In  opposition  to  them,  I 
must  now  presume  to  hope  that  a  majority  of  (his 
Commiltee,  end  among  them  the  members  of  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  MaoufBClures,  will 
ultimately  agree  to  the  desired  modification  of 
this  branch  of  trade,  when  they  come  to  under- 
stand the  subject  more  perfectly,  and  shall  be  con- 
vinced that  ibey  have  entirely  mistaken  the  object 
of  the  petitioners.  They  neither  uk  nor  deair«aoy 
new  duties  or  reatrictions  laid  on  the  impntation 
of  refined  angara.  They  are  willing,  on  the  con- 
trary, that  the  preauit  duties  oo  imported  tefioed 
sugars,  and  on  sugar  caady,  shall  be  made  as  low 
as  Congreas  may  deem  necessary.  All  th^  ask 
is,  that  ibey  may  be  allowed  «  reasonable  diaw- 
back  on  the  eipoitatioo  of  domestic  refined  mgaf, 
made  from  foreign  materials. 

The  objections  urged  in  this  report,  ere; 

tst  That  Louisiana  sugar  might  be  refined  and 
exported. 

Sd.  That  imported  su^r  might  be  kept  in  store 
more  than  a  year,  and  a  drawback  obtaned  after- 

9d.  That  the  quantity  of  freight  is.  dimiaiahed 
when  tbe  article  is  refined. 

4rh.  That  New  England  rtim,  cordage,  cannss 
made  into  sails,  and  manuraciured  iron, are  equal- 
ly enliltcd  to  drawback,  though  not  asked  for. 

As  to  the  first  and  ^eatest  objeoiion,  I  aitawer 
that  such  an  imposition  is  more  easily  guarded 
against  than  in  any  oihei  apecies  of  gooda,  be* 
te  we  can  have,  besides  the  oath  of  the  em- 

r'er,  that  of  the  refiner  also,  and  he  is,  in  this, 
isinterested  oeraon — but  tite  quality  of  this 
sugar  being  much  preferred  for  retail,  renders  this 
precaution  less  necessary — and  besides  these  rea- 
aonn,  the  public  revenue  can  run  no  ri^k  until  a 
greater  qoaotity  of  Ltwiatana  augar  ia  ftuniaked 
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to  us  than  is  coosamed  ia  the  Uoiied  Suies. 
eianiple,  suppose  our  homecoDSULaniion 
to  Gfiy  million  puunds  of  sugar,  which  I  beliere 
it  does,  and  the  same  quaDiiiy'to  be  furniabed  us 
bf  LouisiaoB,  which  pays  nodutv;  gad  suppose 
that  an  equal  quaoiity  of  sugar  of  foreign  growth 
be  imported,  and  pays  a  dutf  of  two  and  a  half 
ceati  per  lb.,  and  that  a  drawback  u  allowed  on 
exportiDK  the  same.  This  quantity  of  fifty  mil- 
lions will  GeriBtDl*  be  le-ezporLed,  becauae  it 
cannot  be  consumed,  and  will  obtain  a  drawback 
of  the  duties  paid  on  eatry-r-so  that,  in  fact,  tbe 
tereoue  gains  nothiog  by  the  importation  or  ei- 
potlaiioo  of  this  one  uUBdred  Dullion  of  pounds, 
safe  three  and  a  half  per  cent,  on  the  «letentar«s 

S ranted  on  tbe  inrt  ezfrnrted.  1  wotdd,  tkere- 
ire.  ask  what  dinereDce  it  can  make  to  lu  vhich 
half  is  cooEumed,  or  which  exported?  Sir,  it 
makes  none,  and  I  contend  that  the  revenue  can 
ton  no  possible  ri&k  in  this  business  until  the  quan- 
tity of  sugar  imported  from  Louisiana  «ceeds 
our  whole  consumption.  At  preseut,  the  quantity 
we  receive  from  tberlce  amounts  to  about  four 
millions  of  pounds  annually.  When  it  shall  ex- 
ceed our  consumption — an  event  which  1  shall  be 
proud  of — we  shall  have  Utile  difficulty  in  guard- 
ing against  the  imposition  apprehended. 

I  have  often  seen,  sir,  that  when  subjects  of  this 
nature  are  discussed  on  this  floor,  tbe  first  question 
with  many  gentlemen  is,  how  will  this  measure 
affect  our  revenue}  I  acknowledge  that  this  con- 
sideratioD  should  never  be  lost  sight  of,  but  mtisi 
at  the  same  time  avow  that  it  has  always  been 
with  me  a  secondary  one.  Tbe  first,  io  my  esii- 
maiioD,  is  how  will  it  affect  the  people?  If  the 
people  shall  gain  ten  times  as  much  as  tbe  reve- 
nue loses  by  a  meaitire,  he  must  be  a  poor  finan- 
cier who  cannot  supply  the  loss  in  another  shape. 
But,  I  am  ready  to  assert  that  not  only  the  people 
but  the  Government  also  will  benefit  by  tne  de- 
sired  alteration.  During  the  period  in  which  a 
drawback  was  allowed  on  the  exportation  of  do- 
mestic refined  sugar,  the  erection  of  refineries  ia- 
creased  to  such  a  degree  that  at  present,  beiD{[  in 
a  great  measure  confined  to  home  consumption, 
most  of  them  are  idle  half  tbe  year.  The  amount 
of  that  article  exported  last  year,  was  short  of  140,- 

000  lbg.,^by  whicV  do  doubt  the  nation  benefitted 
about  tT,000,  betog  2^  ceaU  per  lb.  on  tbe  quan- 
tity of  crude  sugar  employed;  but,  sir,  if  the  re- 
finers be  allowed  a  leasoaable  drawback,  the 
quantity  exported  would  in  all  probability  soon 
amount  (olnree  million  pounds  or  mote  annually, 
aod,  allowiog  only  one  cent  per  pound  to  be  re- 
tained at  the  ensium  house,  leaves  a  revenue  of 
$30,000.  In  addition  to  this  consideration,  sir,  let 
me  add,  that  where  a  people  is  confined  to  the 
supplying  of  its  own  consumption  of  any  atiicle, 
the  manufacture  of  tbe  article  must  ever  decline. 

1  cannot  belter  illustrate  this  proposition  than  by 
quoting  ibe  ipBlance  of  the  late  pulicy  of  Great 
Britain  towards  Ireland.  The  latter  natior  — 
not  only  allowed  the  free  ezportaiion  of  li 
but  io  some  cases  a  bouncy,  yet  in  woollens  were 
restricted  to  their  own  consumption.  Everybody 
knows  that  the  nwaulacture  of  the  one,  although 


obliged  to  import  their  seed,  ftourished  to'  an  ex- 
iraordinarv  degree;  whereas  in  the  other,  although 
good  wool  was  always  abusdant,  declined;  and 
they  purchased  their  woollen  cloths  chiefly  from 
Eogland,  and  for  this  simple  reason,  that  the 
drcftd  of  making  too  much  and  the  aurpius  perish- 
ing, they  dare  not  make  enough  fbrtheir  own  use. 
Observe  the  price  of.coffeein  the  United  Stuea, 
lompared  with  any  and  eietj  other  country  (hat 
imports  and  consumea  it;  we  have  it  iofioitelr 
iotper  than  any  of  them,  because  oar  merofaajtls 
are  not  atraid  of  having  more  than  can  be  etw- 
sumed;  knowing  that  ibey  can  readily  obiaiti  ■ 
drawback  of  doty  on  all  ihey  re-export.  And  it 
is  owing  to  a  defect  of  this  regulation  in  the  ease 
of  sugar,  that  the  prioe  of  loaf  soger  is  at  ibis  lime 
higher,  compared  wjth  the  price  of  crude  su^r, 
than  it  was  during  the  existenoe  of  the  excise 
law,  when  a  d  rawback  was  allowed  on  the  export 

We  have  in  some  years  exported  from  ifiy  to 
sixty  millioasof  pounds  of  crude  sugar.  Could  all 
ihie  have  been  exported  in  a  refined  state,  the  reve- 
mighthavebenefitted  much, and  themanuflw- 
turer  still  more.  It  would  hare  brought  ummIi 
more  in  foreign  countries,  and  enabled  the  export- 
ers to  import  so  much  more  of  other  goods,  wnich 
would  still  have  increased  our  revenue. 

There  is  yet  another  advantage  oi~  great  import- 
ance  to  be  derived:  belligerents  have  undertaken 
to  say  that  our  eipoitation  of  raw  sugars  was  in 
many  instances  for  account  of  their  enemies; 
therefore,  had  these  su^rs  been  exported  in  a  re- 
fined state,  such  sJlegalioiM  would  nM  have  -been 

The  cireumsiance  of  merchants  holding  im- 
ported sugars  in  their  warehouses  for  more  than 
a  year  must  occur  so  seldom,  that  I  am  aston- 
ished  how  it  could  be  thought  of  as  an  objee- 
tioA.  It  may  happen  that  suntr  of  a  bad  quality 
cannot  be  readily  disposed  of;  but  there  enn  be 
no  danger  of  refiners  meddling  with  it. 

The  next  objeciion  is  stilT  more  '«nfortiiBnte, 
for  in  place  of  diminishing  freight,  it  aettially 
Busmeots  it— for  lake  a  cask  of  raw  sugar,  ai^ 
reone  it.  I  defy  you  to  pot  the  loaves  mule  from 
it  into  tne  aame  volume;  therefore,  as  it  takes  ap 
more  room  and  pays  freight  by  meaaorcaient, 
while  the  crude  sugar' pnys  by  weight,  the  ship 
owner  is  benefiltefl. 

The  argument  that  because  a  drawback  is  not 
jallowed  on  rum.  cordage,  e8nv«is,and  iron,  though 
not  asked  for,  taere  ought  not  on  sugar,  is  a  auii- 
ous  one. 

A  drawback  was  allowed  on  rum  when  sagar 
was  admitted  to  it;  and  why  the  distillers  do  not 
apfdy  fot  it  again,  1  know  not.  1  do  believe, 
though  I  am  not  certain  of  the  fact,  that  a  consider- 
able pan  of  what  is.  commonly  exported,  goes 
to  the  coast  of  Africa;  where  it  is  not  easy  to  pro- 
cure the  documents  necessary  to  obtain  the  draw- 
back. If  a  drawback  on  this  article  should  here- 
after be  applied  for,  and  it  can  be  made  appear 
that  it  is  beneficial  to  commerce,  I  shall,  for  my 
part,  have  no  objection  to  grant  it. 

The  mttnuiacttirera  of  eorda|«  will  acaieely 
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■pplf  for  ID  iDdalgeDce  oF  (hit  ton;  the  dotf  on 
imported  hemp  beiog  only  od*  cent  per  pound, 
and  one  poand  of  hemp  making  two  pounds  of 
tarred  rope,  readers  Ihe  object  too  trifling. 

To  allow  k  drawbickoD  imported  ciavaraj  mide 
into  Mils,  would  be  attended  with  tnaeh  difficDll]', 
and  must  csdn  a  deviation  in  tome  respecla  to 
rales  laid  Uowo,  and  in  practice  ai  the  cuatom- 
koDie. 

Th«  qoiDtity  of  nails  and  spiket  exported  in 
one  rear  is  so  small,  that  a  reakonible  drawbairk 
allowed  on  that  article  would  amonni  to  a  rery 
finr  thousand  dollars,  and  will  not,  nntil  the  mana- 
ftctare  shall  ioereate  Tcry  much,  be  asked  for. 

BoweTCT.  sir,  ts  the  House  is  now  rery  thin, 
and  probably  will  not  eome  to  any  dreision  on 
this  measure  until  we  bare  further  information, 
I  move  yon  that  the  Committee  now  rise,  in  order 
that  the  petitions  and  report  on  this  subject  be 
leferred  to  the  Becretary  of  the  Treasury,  that  be 
may  report  thereon. 

Mr.  EiRLT  hoped  the  Committee  would  not 
rise  for  the  purpose  proposed ;  he  was  against  any 
Airtber  reference  at  this  busiue&f,  on  which  so 
much  time  had  already  been  spenL  as  it  had  been 
before  the  House  for  a  number  of  yeara,  and  be 
did  not  think  that  any  new  light  could  be  thrown 

The  Committee  rose,  and  leave  being  asked  to 
sit  again,  it  was  resolved  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  E&BLT  moved  that  the  House  concur  with 
the  retolutioa  of  Cbe  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Manafactures. 

Mr.  Vabkch  spoke  in  favor  of  tbi«  motion,  and 
ihequettioa  bein||  put,  that  the  House  do  agree 
to  tbe  said  repwt,  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative. 

FaiDir,  January  23. 

lit.  ALflTOH,  from  the  eommillee  appointed  on 
tbe  aecond  instant,  presented  a  bill  making  com- 
pensation to  Messrs.  Le«i»  and  Clarke,  and  their 
eompanions ;  vhich  was  read  twice  and  eommit- 
tad  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday 
aaxt. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Takkdh,  the  letter  from  Wil 
liam  Baton  to  the  Speaker,  idgethei  with 


•ooBt*  and  documenta  accompanying  tbe  aame, 
jtresented  to  this  Hook  on  the  seventeenth  of 
March  last,  were  referred  to  tbe  Committee  of 

Reaoietd.  That  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  HanuMctures  be  inatmcted  to  inquire  into  the 
upedieocy  of  amending  the  eighty-ninth  seclioB 
.  of  the  "  act  to  regulate  the  collection  of  duties  on 
importsand  tonnase,"  andextending  the  provisions 
thereof  to  cases  ofseizure,  under  the  taw*  relative 
to  tbe  navigation  and  commerce  of  tbe  United 
States  iand  that  they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

An  engrossed  hill  for  the  relief  of  Edmund 
Briggs  was  read  tbe  third  lime  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  extend  the  power  of  ant- 
ing writsof  injunctions  to  the  Judgesof  the  District 
Courts  of  the  United  States  was  read  the  third 


NATIONAL  UEFENCE. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  select  committee, 
on  such  parts  of  the  Message  of  the  President  as 
relates  to  the  fortifications  of  ports  and  harbors. 

The  resolutions  reported  by  the  committee  were 
read,  as  follows : 

Rtu^eed,   That  a  sum  at  mone;,  not    ciceeding 

doDsn,  be  sppropiialed  to  enable  the  Pnaidant  of 

the  United  Btstes  to  c*um  our  IbrtificatiDns  to  be  im- 


ing dollars,  besppiopri&tedta  enable  die  President 

of  the  United  Btetes  to  canss  to  be  bnilt  a  nnmber  of 

gunboats,  not  eieeeding ,  tot  the  better  prMetetkm 

of  our  potts,  towns  and  riven. 

Hr.  MtmroRD. — Mr.  Chairman,  I  rise  to  make 
a  motion  to  which  I  am  imnelled  from  tbe  strong- 
eat  conviction  on  my  mina,  that  it  is  of  primary 
importance  to  tbe  peace,  the  honor,  the  safety,  and 
the  welfare  of  this  nation,  we  sboold  adopt  some 
more  efficient  measures  in  defence  of  our  own  sea- 
coast.  It  is  no  doubt  within  the  recollection  of 
every  member  of  this  Committee,  that  in  the  month 
of  April  last,  a  most  unwarrantable  outrage  was 
committed  against  the  peace  and  dignity  of  the 
United  States,  within  your  own  jurisdiction,  by 
the  commaoder  of  a  ceriain  British  ship  of  war, 
called  theLeander,who,  in  open  contempt  of  your 
laws,  and  the  violation  of  the  laws  of  nations,  did 
actually  commit  murder  on  one  of  your  own  cit- 
izens, within  ytiur  own  limits,  near  the  pott  of 
New  York,  without  provocation  on  his  part,  when 
in  the  lawful  prosecution  of  his  business. 

However  difficult  it  may  be,  notwithslandins 
our  earnest  desire  to  devise  some  more  effectual 
means,  which  1  hope  will  soon  take  place,  to  re- 
lieve a  worthy  class  of  our  citizens  from  the  cruel 
bondage  and  the  lacerating  whip  of  a  maa-of-war, 
is  not  this  humiliation  sufficient  f  Must  we  still 
be  called  upon  to  drink  up  the  dre^  T  Will  tbe 
United  States  submit  to  ide  humiliating  degrada- 
tion of  having  its  own  citizens  murdered  within 
its  ownlimits,  without  making  an  effort  and  taking 
such  strong  ground  as  will  joterent  in  fuinre  th« 
repetition  of  the  like  crimes  T  No,  sir,  this  nation 
will  not  submit  to  it.  Sir,  we  hare  had  insult  ad* 
ded  to  injury,  and  notwithstanding  the  Cambrian 
frigate  has  been  denied  the  rights  of  hospitality  by 
the  President's  proclamation,  in  consMuence  of 
her  participation  in  the  murderof  one  of  youreii- 
izens,  yet  a  few  days  ago  it  appears  another  of 
yonr  citizens  has  been  seized  by  the  commander 
of  that  frigate  with  foiee  of  arms^  and  threatened, 
at  the  peril  of  his  life,  that  ifhe  did  not  safely  coa- 
ducttbat  ship,  contrary  to  the  laws  of  hisconntrr, 
from  Cape  Henry  into  Hampton  Roads,  he  would 
blow  his  brains  out.  She  did  arrive  in  Hampton 
Roads,  and  there  replenished  with  a  fresh  supply 
of  provisions,  in  order  the  more  effectually  to  an- 
no^ your  commerce,  and  add  new  insults  to  your 
citizens  and  to  your  Government. 

1  do  not  wish  to  excite  alarm  nor  irritate  this 
nation  against  any  foreign  Oovernment  on  earth; 
my  wish  is  to  cultivate  peace  and  friendship  with 
tbem  all  on  honorable  terms.    But  I  never  wiH 
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coueat  t0  do  ii  at  ihe  expeoM  of  the  honor,  the 
tafeiy.aad  the  welfare  of  ibia  oauoD.  ,AodLhope 
we  Kb*]l,  in  jusiice  to  onrBcIres  and  ihe  duly  we 
0W8  our  couDtty.  purtue.Eac)i  prompt  and  efficient 
meatures  aa  will  moretfiectuallf  protect  6urown 
■ekihoMi.  Imprened  with  these  seoumeuis,  and 
in  order  lo  prcTentarepetitioaorthe  likeoftoceB 
id  falureL  nnd  to'aid  in  -catryiiig  iato  excfuiioo 
lite  pioclaDurioD  of  the  PrewteDl  of  the  Uqited 
States^daied  in  April  laai,  I  beg  leara  lo  move  the 
foltowiag  ameKdment  to  .the  tiist  reiglutioii : 

"AndalebtaenRbletlw  Prerfdent  of  the  United  BlatM 
lo  aqoip,  nui,  and  muntain'u>ini)cli  of  Ihe  prment 
■taral  fane  of  die  Unitbd  BtiUm  u  he  mayjudge  proper. 

Mr.  CLmTON. — I  rise  lo  second  llie  motion  oif 
my  lidnorable  colleague.  I  am  noi  ia  favor  of 
expensive  navies  or  standing  armies,  lam  not 
■eertaia  whether,  uDder.esisUng  circumstancu,  it 
is  neceasarf  io  angmeot  the  tbrmei ;  but  I  ain 
clearlj  of  opiaion  that  we  should  employ  tbe 
force  we  possess  in  the  defence  of  Ibe  cooulry, 
and  Ihe  proteclion  of  ils  lawful  commerce.  I  well 
remeiQber  Ibe  scDsaiioa  exqited.bv  the 'murder  of 
Pierce.  It  was  a  glow  of  patriotic  Gre  that  per- 
vaded Ihe  whole  community  ;  from  Georgia  to 
Maine  it  was  fell  like  an  electrical  shock.  Bven 
the  news  of  ihe  death  of  Wailiington  did  not  pro- 
duce a.  more  solemn  effect.  The  waot  of  a  uaval 
farce  'was  then  aererelf  felt^  but  there  was  no  ef- 
fectual power  vested  by  the  nalion  ia  ihe  Kiecn-" 
live  to  arm  a  single  adaitroaal  ship.  Because  ve 
eanoot  meet  the  whole'  navy  of  Great  BritaEn  on 
Ihe  oceaD.  is  it  a  reason  that  ^  should  have  no 
navy  at  all ;  that  we  should  have  no  force  of  tbat 
kind  to  chastise  marauders  and  pirates,  and  to 
protect  our  commerce  and  defend  our  ports?  If 
we  must  have  a  navy-;— small  as  it  is — lei  us  em- 
ploy il  for  its  true  design.  If  we  have'  oo  need 
for  a  navy  let  us  abandon  it  at  once,  I  am  willing 
ID  meet  j[en  tie  men  on  this  ground.  As  to  foriih- 
caiioDs,  II  will  be  lime  enough  to  speak  to  that 
part  of  ifae  resolution  wbea.it  comes  under  debate. 

Mr.  R.  N£L«oa  mH  be  di^  not  know  that  he 
had  any  objectioii  to  the  amendmeiU  ;  he.hail  not 
made  np  his  mind  with  regard  19  its  propriety. 
He  couU  wish,  bowev.er,  tp  see  the  blaQk  la  (he 
first  resolution  in  iha  first  instance  filled,  If  it 
should  be  filled  up  with  .a  large  .sum,  having  an 
eye  particnlarlr  to  {he  defence  of  the  pott  of  New 
Tort,  hesbould  not  be  in  favor  of  the  amendment. 
Be  also  thought  the  am«udaieat  would  be^  with 
iBore  proprieCy,  ofi'ered  to  the  second  resolulion,  >i 
the  firstrelated  solely  to  fort jS cations.  He  ho^d 
the  geptlemaii  would  inform  tbe  Committee  with 
wkat  sum  he  proposed  filling  the  blank  in  the  first 
resolution.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  motion  under 
coD«idera.tion,  Mr.  N.  said  he  should  have  moved 
to  fill  it  wilb  $20|000.  He  found  that  Congress 
had  appropiiated  last  year  the  sum  of  $150,000. 
From  the  letter  of  the  Seoretary  of  War,it  would 
b«  seen  thai  of  tbis  sum  not  mare  than  ^0^000 
had  been  expended,  and  ihat  the  balan^  remained 
lo  be  applied  10  tbe  fortification  of  our  porta  and 
harbors.  In  conversattoo  wilb  the  Secretary,  Mr. 
N.  nid,  the  SecreUry  hatTinformed  him  that  tbis 
9th  Con.  SdSsas.— 13 


balance  wa«  as  large  a  sum  as  could  be  advanta-v 
geouslf  lai(l  out  during  ike  ensuiogyear;  hut  thai 
a  sum  of  fifteen  or  twenty  thousaad  dollar*  might 
be  necessai'y  as  a  coniiogeot  fund. 

Tbe  Committee  divided  on  ibo  atBCOtfrneat  of- 
fared  by  Mr.  MoMFonp — yeas  46,  nays  60. 

Mr.  k:  Nbi-bon  moved  to  fill  the  blank  in  the 
first  reaolulioo  -with  ''  $30,000." 

Mr.  Code  proposed  ,"  one  millioB." 

Mr.  McMFORD  proposed  "  6500,000." 

The  motion  to  fill  the  Hank  with  oae  miUioB 
was  disagreed  td — reai  1^  . 

The  motion  to  Sll  ihe'  blank  with  "  $500,000" 
was  then  put. 

Mr.  McMPORv. — However  I  may  renel  thtiloss 
of  my  amendmeBt,  I  am  conscious  of  the  recUtuds 
of  my  conduct,  and  having  discharged  my  duty, 
I  submit  to  the  majority,  in  full  confidence  that 
we  shall  noV*pursue  a  magnanimous  and  literal 
policy  in  tbe  protection  of  our  ports  and  harbors  ; 
and  while  I  am  disposed  ahd  willing,  with  a  lib«al 
hand,  to  extend  ih&  arm  of  natiooaTdefence  to  our 
Western  and  Southwestern  fronliersj  I  do  faop« 
the  younger- branches  of  the  same  family  wiH  not 
be  unmindful  of  tbe  good  cdd  Ihirleen  United 
States.  Tbe  importance  of  this  subject,Mr,  strikes 
luy  mind  in  a  very  different  point  of  view  from 
some  gentlemen.  I  consider  it  of  serious  conse- 
queoce  lo  the  Datioa,  both  in  relation  to  our  for- 
eign and  domestic  enemies.  Sir,  I  do  -not  know 
ofany  nation  in  the  annals  of  hiatorv  that  ever 
uegleeted  to  protect  their  ports  and  harbors;  ea- 
pecially  when  in  a  similar  defenceleas  sitaatioD 
we  now  find  our  01^.  Their  invariable  system 
has  been  the  defence  of  those  ciiieq  which  receiTe 
in  deposit  the  production?  of  agriculture,  com- 
merce, and  manufactures.  Look  to  CoostatitiBO- 
ple,  to  the  ports  in  Italy,  lo  Cadiz,  10  Listkon,  to 
the  whole  coait  of  France,  taCopenhagen.and  to 
Great  Britain.  These  Dationa,  from  lime  imme- 
morial, have  deemed  it  of  primar*  importancfl  to 
extend  the  arm  of  protection  toall  their  poru  and 
harbors.  If  the  experiepca  Of  ag«a  has  convinced 
them  how  esaentiat  it  is  loaecnre  these  places  from 
tt|e  surprise  of  an  enemy,  however  we  may  disap- 
prove of  their  mode  of  Government,  I  da  hope  wa 
shall  approve  and  adopt  their  syatema  of-dereoce, 
at  least  so  for  as  they  are  applicable  to  our  po^ta 
and  harbors.  What  is  tha  situation  of  oar  ports  t 
Look  at  Charleston,  South  Carolioa.  I  will  taka 
the  liberty  mKadacommuoication  from  tbeGov- 
emor  of  that  Slate  lo  the  Secreury  of  War,  ae- 
coDjpanying  a  Message  from  ibe  President  of  tbe 
United  Slates,  dated  February  3,  ISOO. 

EisnvTiva  Dav»«T»«ltT, 
Sdotb  CiaDLiB.1,  PebniBiy.3,  1B0&.' 
.  I  herewith  transmit,  that  it  may  be  laid  before  the 
ExecDiiTe'  of  the  Untied  State*,  the  01^  of  an  act  of 
the  LeziilatDTa  of  this  State,  ceding  vvioiia  Ibrti  Ac 


that  such  ii  Ihe  ntualim  of  tha  finta  in  Charttalon  bao 
boTrthat  the  only  gnn  vrtiich  can  at  this  munent  b« 
fired  ii  a  four  ponnder,  the  eamagea  of  the  heary 
pieces  that  an  rnqonlad  being  M  decked  as  not  to  ad- 
mit of  the  ora  of  one  oflhem;  the  wails,  idstfonns,  dec. 
are  either  in  ruins  or  &*(  approaching  that  stale,  fna 
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tks  mere  (operation  of  the]  tide* ;  lod  that  Ala  pIkM  )■ 
•Wlutely  dorenc^toM  »giiMt  ray  trJTidfiwcB.byie*. 

Tbabvbonof  BuufbrtandGBorgatomi  areentinlj 
irithoat  fbnifiotioDi  of  anr  lund. 

Under  th«e  cdrcunutaneai,  I  cooMtls  myaelf  with  th* 
hope  mi  aipscUtion,  that  a  ■p««4;  intamnnioa  of  the 
Qeneial  GDnrnmeDt  will  fallow  lliii  act  of  ceaaioU.  I 
bag  leaTB  to  aaora  yon,  tbat  I  ahall  ba  happy  to  ba  aid- 
ing U>  tha  nlmiMt,  in  eSactaatiDg  the  parpoaea  contem- 
plated tharain,  by  any  inibrmatioa  at  otbai  niMUW  wbicl» 
msj  ba  in  my  iNiwer.        I  an,  Ac 

■  PAUL  HAMILTON.  . 


IVltheSlCHTABT 
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Straniwli,  WilmiDgton,  Norfolk,  ■ad  mm; 
other  ports  in  the  Onited  Btaiea,  I  brieve,  ate  not 
in  ■  much  belter  aitoatioQ,  enn  at  this  dav. 

What  is  the  situation  of  the  port  I  bare  the  hon- 
or to  repreaeotf  Sir,  it  is  peculiar,  from  various 
circumstaiices.  Nature  has  partly  defended  Sa- 
Tannah,  Charleston,  WilmiDgton,  and  Philadel- 
phia, and  many  other  portj  in  the  United  States, 
by  sand  bara,  shoals,  and  roci(&  in  their  harbors 
and  riTers.  Nni  so  with  thai  port,  Mj  tweniy- 
•even  miles  from  the  sea,  almoM  in  a  direct  line, 
carrying  up  iwenly-four  feel  of  water  and  vo  -ob- 
alru'ction.  lo  tfae  Wintet  homo,  nhen  the  Del- 
«#are  and  the  Potomac,  and  Pataraco,  are  fro- 
zen, the  Hudson  is  open  lo  the  city  oi  New  Ygrk, 
no  hindrance  (o  the  passage  ol  ships  of  any  bur- 
den. Thus  we  are  exposed  Winter  and  Summer 
to  the  iiuolt  of  the  first  marauder  chat  choose?  to 
Uyurunder  contribution.  Wedo  not  eipect  the 
United  Slates  will  consimct  fortifications  similar 
toibose  of  Qibraltar;  but  we  do  hope  such  mea- 
anrea  wiH  be  pursued  as  to  place  all  the  ports  and 
harbors  of  ibe  naiioD  in  a  respectable  alate  of  de-^ 
fence— that  defence  should  be  sotid,  durable,  and 
proportionate  to  Ibe  end  desired. 

Can  we  take  the  re^nsibiltiy  on  our  own 
■hcoldetv  in  neglecting  to  defend  an  exposed  part 
of  out  couDiry,  wherfein  is  centered,  in  so  small  a 
eompass  at  the  city  of  New  York,  upwards  of 
ninety  millions  of  property  1  Not  only  that  city, 
tmt  (he  whole  Umon.would  feel  the  shock.  The 
States  of  Georgia,  South  Caroliua,  North  Caro- 
lina, Virsiom,  and  the  States  adjoiniag  the  State 
of  New  York,  are  materially  interested  in  the  fate 
of  that  place;  the  amount  of  property  debited 
diere  from  those  8 ta tea,  chiefly  the  productions  of 
our  own  toil,  cannot  be  leas  than  ten  millions  per 
eonnm.  Sir,  I  should  wish  to  know  if  the  refeoue 
tif  the  United  Stales  deposited  there  is  not  an  ob- 
ject worth  defending?  What  would  be  the  con- 
aequence,  should  that  city  be  laid  under  contribu- 
doD  7  Why,  the  baakraptey  of  your  mercbaata^ 
and  their  total  inability  to  My  your  custom-house 
bonds,  one  being  security  for  the  other;  and  they' 
ftll  being  plundered  by  the  enemy,  will  render  it 
impossible  for  them  to  pay,  however  anxiously 
they  may  beioclined  to  support  that  reputation 
which  they  consider  coetal  with  their  existence. 

Do  genilernen  expect  the  United  Slates  money 
would  have  an  ear  mark  on  it—"  millions  for  de- 
fence, not  a  cent  for  tribute," and  tha.t  it  would  re- 
ecive  a  peculiar  protection?    No,  sir,  the  enemy 


would  make  no  distinction — money  he  mutt  and 
would  have. 

Whatever  may  be  the  objections  of  some  gen- 
tlemen to  the  wooden  walls  of  a  navy,  and  how- 
ever we  may  differ  on  that  point,  on  which  I  think 
there  cannot  he  a  disse'ntin^  voice — I  mean  the 
defence  of  qur  own sharts,aniohei:itaiieepa[ehaaed 
at  the  immense  sacriSoe  of  the  blood,  and  treasure 
of  our  aoeesion;  and  1  do  hope  we  shall  transmit 
it  inviolate  tathe  latest  ages:  I  hope  we  shall 
ever  be  onited  in  one  senumfent,  in  .the  defence  of 
our  owntbores.  Thepreaentatateof  £uropeand 
our  own  safety  demaoo  it  of  ut,  as  a  duty  we  owe 
to  ourselves  and  to«ur  country. 

Sir,  I  contend  we  have  a  jutl  claim  on  the  Gen- 
mrOoverament  in  common  with  the  other  States, 
for  the  protection  of  the'port  of  New  York;  when 
we  entered  into  the  national  compact,  we  aorren- 
detedinfull  confidence  ourpeculiar  local  situation  * 
for  the  commoD  defepce,  and  to  promote  the  gen- 
eral wellkre  of  our  country — not  doubtTng  in  the 
least  but  that  we  should  t^  course  receive  that  pro- 
tection weare-justly  enittled  to,  and  I  eannoi  but 
persuade  myself,  that  when  ^enllemea  take  into 
view  the  magnitude  of  the  object,  they  will  vole  a 
liberal  appropriauoo.  subject  to  Executive  disctt- 
tion.  .  I  am  not  only  spealtingthe  languageof  New 
York,  but  the  constant  language  from  Maine  to 
Georgia. 

This  is  not  a  new  subject,  sir  i  it  has  been  the 
consiani  solicitude  of  the  inbabilaDii  not  only  of 
New  York,  but  of  these  old  thirteen  United  S»tw 
for  the  last  fifteen  y-ears  of  European  war.  They 
have  relied  on  the  ass  D  ranees  of  peace  repeatedly 
given  them,  and  concurring  in  opinicyn  that  it  was 
of  consequence  to  redeem  the  national  debt,  they 
(]uietly,  though  witli  unfeigned  anxiety,  have 
waited  the  favorable  moment  when  the  finances 
of  their  country  should  become  adequate  lo  that 
end.  Thehappy  period  having  arrired.andstroitg 
in  thecpnsciousnessof  right,  and  in  the  sentiments 
of  free<lom,  convinced  that  they  have  performed 
towards  the  Union  all  the  duties  of  faithful  citi- 
zens, they  claim  in  return  that  great  duty  of  all 
Qovemmenis,  protection. 

Mr.  Shilib.- I  agree  with  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  that  if  we  could,  we  ought  to  render 
the  Portland  harbors  of  the  United  Stales,  invol- 
nerable  lo  any  enemy.  But  if  nature  forbids  this, 
can  ws  effect  it?  T^e  gentleman  informs  us  that 
our  Treasury  is  overfiowing,  and  that  the  happy 
momenl  has  arrived  for  accomplMing  this  impov 
lant  object.  But  does  not  the  gentleman  see  that 
to  adopt  the  course  he  recommends  would  be  to 

Exceed  blindfold  in  this  business  ?  If  he  really 
elieves  it  practicable  to  fortify  the  port  of  New 
York  aj^insi  the  attack  of  an  enemy,  and  it  ia 
troe  thai  we  possess  the  means  of  doing  it,  w4ial' 
ought  to  be  our  first  step?  Svrely  to  appoint  a 
qualified  engineer  to  examine  the  harbor,  and  to 
decide  whetherits  fortification  be  practicable,  with 
instruction,  if  he  tliinks  so,  tb  report  a  plan,  and 
anesiimaleof  the  sum  required.  This  appears  to 
me  indispensably  necessary  before  wemake  a  grant 
of  money.  From  what  i  have  heard  from  the 
beat  judges,  I  an  inclined  to  think  thai  it  is  im- 
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poMibte  to  iefeai  ibe  b*rbora.  At  aof  »»  1  do 
not  purcKire  »y  greal  reason  for  aaxieiy  beyond 
that  wfaieb  bas  existed  for  Kveral  yean.  Weare 
rot  Bt  present  ihTnteaed  witb  war.  Od  tbe  con- 
trary, the  nation,  of  whose  injuriea  we  luLf  e  had 
tlie  greatest  leaioD  to  contplain,  ia  in  treaty  with 
DB,  and  iDBDifeBta  ao  aioicable  disposition  towards- 


I  am,  iberefoie,  of  opinion  tbat  ibei 
insei-at  pNceot;  and.  Icomeiuii 
woold  be  nnwue  to  arrest  tbe  discharge  of  the 


i)aiioDat>debt,aDdapply  large  fanda  to  this  object, 
withooE  any  evidence  of  its  utility.    I  have  no  ob- 


jection togo  Bsfar  as  the  doreramcnt  thinks  pro- 

Cr  in  the  buiidiag  of  suoboats.    But  1  thiol  a 
ge  appropriation  for  loriificatioas  woatd  at  ibis 


itl>e  objectionable.  I  beliere  the  wtiole  _ . 
enueof  the  United  Stales  would  prore  inadequate. 
For  these  reasons  I  am  opposed  to  xheamendmenL 

Mi.  R.NeuoK.— IcaDQOtagreetofllliheblaok 
with  so  large  a  sum,  an<{  for  (hia  reason:  We 
have  been'  told  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  who 
mnst  from  bis  situation  be  considered  as  tbe  best 
acquainted  on  this  snbject,  that,  pitboughweshould 
appropriate  ten  milliotis,  tbe  naexfKn^e^  b«fini 
it  as  much  aa  can  be  advantageously  used  durioa 
tbe  ensuing  year.  This  being  the  case,  it  is  aX- 
togeiher  unnecessary  to  inquire  into  tbe  expedir 
cocy  or  practicability  of  fortifying  onr  porta  and 
harbors  from  Maine  to  Georgia;  as,  if  (ne  thing 
were  ^raciicable,  and  we  had  ibe  means,  more 
than  is  already  appropriated  could  not  be  adrao' 
tageoosly  expended.  Lei  us  foe  u  moment  exam- 
ine the  arl;iuaents  of  gentlemen.  They  hare  ce- 
ferredto  iheconrsepursuedbyothernalioos.  They 
iiare  told  us  that  erery  other  pauoo  has  fortified 
its  ports  and  haFiKirs,and  bas  kept  upgreai  armies 
for  Its  defence.  What  is  th$  consequence  7  Tbeir 
people  sre  reduced  to  beggary  and  w^nt.  Raiher 
than  see  the  people  of  this  country  placed  in  the 
same  cmlami'tons  condition,  I  would  prefer  behold- 
ing ail  the  to«ms  in  tbe  United  Slates  prostrate. 

I  recollect  that  in  the  year  1776  it  was  consid- 
ered good  policy,  to  ^defend  the  city  of  Ne^  Tork. 
For  iQia  purpose  iroops  were  stationed  on  Long 
Island,  on  Staten  Island,  and  oaibe  iaUndof  New 
Tork.  Whal  was  tbe  consequence?  The  flower 
of  ouraTmy  was  destroyed,  without  answering  any 
nluable  purpose.   '       - 

Look  It  Charleston.  It  was  alyo  deemed  po- 
litic to  defend  ihat  oiry ;  and  the  whole  Southern 
army  was  thrown  into  it.  The  whole  army  wu 
either  destroyed  or  made  prisoners. 

So  it  will  be  in  all  instances  of  a  like  kind,  when- 
ever we  shall  be  engaged  in  a  contest  with  a  for- 
eign Power,  possessed  of  a  large  naval  force;  the 
garrison  we  may  throw  into  a  town  will  be  de- 
stroyed. It  becomes  us,  if  w«  are  wise,  to  pursue 
a  different  policy.  When  the  enemy  coipes,  let 
them'  take  our  towns,  and  let  usieiire  into  the 
country.  There  we  can  meet  and  defeat  them. 
Bui  if  we  waste  our  strength  in  an  ineffectual  at- 
tempt to  defend  our  towns,  after  haviug  lost  our 
best  Iroopa,  we  shall  |)e  obliged  at  last  to  take  ref- 
tige  in  ibe  country. 

Now,  as  to  the  part  ofNew  York,  ten  millions  of 
dolUts  would  not  nuikc  it  inTtUiieia^le  to,  the  at- 


tack of  eight  or  ten  sb  ips- of- 1  he-line.  But  suppose 
they  did.  Would  not  ihe  enemy  land  their  troops 
in  tbe  rearoi  the  fortifications,  and  then  where 
would  be  their  utility  7  If.  we  could  oblige  th« 
enenfy  to  come  direclly  before  our  fortifications, 
they  might  be  of  some  avail.  But  they  will  be  too 
cunning  to  expose  themselves  unnecessarily  to 
danger.  It  appears  to  roe  to  be  tbe  most  pre- 
poiterous  thing  on  earth  to  appropriate  8500,000, 
when  we  are  told  that  the  sub  of  money  already 
in  the  hands  ofibe  Govern'ment  is  as  great  as  can 
be  advantageously  expended  in  tha  course  of  tbe 
present  vear. 
Mr.  ULraTOM.— I  do  not  rise  to  answer  the  ar- 

fumeats  of  tbegentlemao  from  Maryland,  becanse 
condeire  them  to  be  imanriBerable.  I  can  see 
no  point  in  them.  Bat  I  rise  for  information— to 
koow  Of  ihat  gentleqaao  whether  he  bas  received 
any  estimate  from  the  Secretary  of  War  of  the  sum 
required  to  fill  up  tbe  blank,  if  the  Department 
□f  War  be  possessed  of  such  ioformation,  and  has 
tormeil  the  plans  ascribed  to  it,  I  should  wish  them 
to  be  knoVo,  ihat  the  repre^ntatives  of  the  peo- 
ple may  not  incur  that  teaponsibiUty  which  olher- 
wiae  might  be  attached  to  them.  I  do  not,  how- 
ever, mean  by  this  iotimatioD  to  express  tbe  least 
doubt  of  ibe  good  conduct  of  that  oepartmeot  of 
tbe  Government. 

[The  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War  was  here 
read,  at  the  instance  of  Mr.  Cuntoh.] 


Mr.  Goox:  observed,  that  when  a  motion  had 
been  made  forlheiocrease  of  our  small  Navy,  they 
haiJ  been  told  that  we  were  a  land  animal,  and 
ought  to  Adopt  measures  for  our  defence  on  oni 
own  terra  firma.  He  said  he  should  not  have  ri^ 
en  on  ibis  occasion  but  for  the  moostrous  doctrine 
avowed  by  tbe  gentleman  from  Maryland.  Are 
qre,  said  he^when  an  enemy  attacks  our  towna, 
like  the  Indians  of  our  c,ountry,  to  burn  our  wig- 
wams and  fly  for  safety  I  Mr.  C.  said  this  appear-, 
ed  to  him  a  perversion  of  the  true  principles  of  jus- 
tice, economy,  and  policy.  It  a^ipearea  lo  him  (o 
be  necessary  to  defend  tbeir  seaports,  in  proportion 
to  their  magnitude  and  riches,  and  lo  the  revenue 
derived  from  tbein.  Now,  it  was  a  fact  tbat  nine- 
lenihsof  tha.wbole  revenue  of  the  United  States 
was  collected  in  or  near  the  towns.  The  House 
had  recently  repealed  theact  laying  a  duty  on  sail, 
the  consequence  of  which  was  that  the  remaining. 
duties  fell  the  heavier  on  tbe  seaport  towns. 

Wbat  will  the  nations  pf  Europe  think  of  us, 
said  Mr.  C.  if  we  pursue  this  conduct!  If  wa, 
shall  be  involved  in  a  war  with  either  of  them, 
what  have  they  to  do,  but  lo  send  a  few  small 
schooners  to  attack  our  towns,  under  the  assurance 
that  we  will  make  no  resistance  to  their  pilla^ 
and  desiructionl  I  hope  this  absurd  sentiment  ii 
not  enlertained  by  many  members.  I  hope  the 
House  will  fill  the  blank  with  a  liberal  sum — wiih 
the  sum  of  (500,000 

Mr.  MoHFosii. — Sir,  I  was  well  aware  tbat  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland  would  inform  us  what 
savs  the  estimate  from  the  Secreisry  of  War. 
Although  I  haVe  qs  mtich  respect  for  that  officer 
as  any  man,  and  have  the  fullest  oonfidence  in  his 
integrity,  economy,  and  distribution  of  the  publie. 
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money  ippropriated  to  that  d^pariment,  yet  I  pre- 
nnie  he  is  not  infhltible.  For  my  part,  I  differ 
cneniiallf  with  falni  in  relttion  to  the  dnencelpsa 
BtuaiioD  of  our  seaboard  from  Maine  to  Georgia, 
vhich  IcoDtiderasmuch  expoirdasihe  WeiCern 
orSouibwestprnfToniien.  Wheal  hare  been  call- 
ed npoD  to  Tote  supplies  for  those  expoK«d  pans  of 
the  Uoioo,  I  hare  doDe  it  most  ch#erfally,  pre^- 
miog  the  same  mea^iire  woald  be  dealt  oat  to  ill 
tke  TDlnerable  points  of  txposare  in  the  natioa. 
According  to  the  doctrine  of  sonie  geatlemen',  it 
would  appear  that  we  soon  ahall  hare  ooihing  to 
do  but  to  assemble,  and  like  the  old  Parliametits 
of  France,  eoregisterwhaterer  edicts  the  heads  of 
rfepanmeots  may  please  to  present  us.  I  am  a 
plaiD  republii»n,  seeking  neitner  office,  doc 


iDlerest  of  mjr  contitTy.  I  shall  exercise  _,  _„„ 
feeble  judgment  in  parmiog  suoh  tneasorea  as  I 
tbink  maj  secure  our  commpn  country  against 
the  inroa»  of  foreign  and  domestic  enemies;  and, 
Tiewing  ihe  importance  of  more  effectually  de- 
fendingoar  seashoresj  (ports  apd  harbors,)  and  con- 
■idering  it  equal  in  importance  to  oilier  Tulner- 
able  parts  of  the  Union,  especially  in  teganf  to  our 
relations  with  Spain— for  we  cannot  say  how  soon 
wemaybecalledupontodefendourDVQfiresidea—- 
I  canno^  I  will  not,  any  longer  bear  on  my  shoul- 
ders the  burden  of  that  high  responsibility.  I  do 
therefore  hope  the  Commiitee  will  agree  not  to 
attike  ODt 

Mr.  Tmact,— There  appears  to  be  a  very  great 
difference  of  opinion  in  tne  minds  of  this  Com- 
mittee respecting  the  sum  With  whiei  this  blanit 
onght  to  t>e  Hired.  The  sum  of  $10,000  and 
the  sum  of  81,000,000  hare  been  mentioned.  Bp- 
tweeo  wise  men,  is  it  not  eitraordinary  that 
anch  difference  should  he  discovered !  I  wish  the 
blank  to  be  filled  with  $600000.  The  gentle- 
man from  Maryland  baa  informed  us,  tbat  an 
application  has  Men  made  of  only  s  part  of  the 
mppropriaijon  of  last  aeision.  This  is  one  reaton 
why  1  wish  a  large  snm  appropriated  at  this  time. 
I  feel  confident  the  money  will  not  be  squandered 
«way  in  a  useless  manner.  It  is,  that  the  President 
may  have  the  money  at  command,  if  it  becomes 
leeessary  to  make  use  of  it;  and  if  there  is  no  rea- 
aon  for  applying  all  the  appropriation,  the  mdney 
will  lie  safe  in  the  Treasury.  Besides,  I  really  yet 
kope  some  amendmeat  will  be  made  in  the  report, 
nmilar  to  the  one  proposed  by  my  coUeagae,  by 
which  the  President  will  be  enabled  to  arm,  equip, 
and  keep  in  acltjal  service,  if  necessary,  all  the 
gnn boats  and  frigates.  The  circumstances  of  the 
Miion  are  in  many  respects  essentially  altered 
uoce  the  last  year,  and  at  this  important  crisix  we 
cannot  exactly  ascertain  how  great  a  sum  will  be 


cetsary  to  meet  the  esigenctes  of  the  yea; 
in^.    The  gentleman  from  Maryland  has  very 
Eautioaslyjnfo^nied  ns,  that  the  city  of  New  Tort 


cannot  be  fortiSed,  unless  at  an  enormous  expense, 
that  the  very  attempt  wonld  be  to  set  a  trap  for 
ODt  own  troops;  iherelbre,  if  an  enemy  should 
come,  it  wonia  be  better  to  retreat  into  tne  coun- 
try.   In  answer  to  the  genilemaD,  I  would  iDfona 


him  that  we  do  not  expeet  the  United  States  to 
fortify  New  York  with  walls  of  braaaand  brazen 
gates,  like  Babylon.  But  the  ciiiiens  of  that  im- 
portant commercial  city  feel  that  they  hares  juat 
right  to  claim  from  Ihe  Government  mme  protee- 
lion,  some  kind  of  fortiBcationa,  which  will  serr* 
toobstructtbe  approach  of  &  naval  force  for  a  tim*} 
that  they  may  have  at  least  a  few  hours  to  collect 
and  carry  with  ihem  their  most  valuable  property 
in  their  night.    The  property  at  this  moment  ex« 

fiosed  is  valued  at  more  than  one  hundred  mil* 
ions  of  dollars.  So  great  wealth  was  i)ever  baf<n<i^ 
by  any  nation,  left  unpiotooted.  If  the  members 
of  this  Hooae  are  determined  to  withktjd  the  de- 
fence of  thecitizeDB,andof  the  jiroperty~of  the  cit- 
izens of  New  Totk,  merely  aspn^epropcriy,  then 
I  call^n  them  to  defend  theirown  property.  Yea, 
Mr.'  Chairmao,  property  of  the  United  States  to 
a  great  amoont  is  exposed,  and  on  the.Repre- 
$enlBtites  devolves  the  duty  of  making  such  ap- 
propriations as  will  enable  the  Exeeuiire  to  pre- 
serve the  we'alih  and  resauices  of  the  natiiHi. 
The  property  of  the  United  State*  in  the  city  of 
New  Torii  is  calculated,  from  four  to  six  millions. 
-This  amount  of  public  property  is  exposed,  for  if 
the  property  of  individoale,  who  owe  the  Govern- 
ment, is  taken  from  them  or  destroyed,  they  can- 
not fulfil  their  engagements  with  the  public  The 
very  circumstance  of  leaving  ao  mtcfa  wealth  in 
the  defenceless  siluatipo  in  which  we  now  flod  it. 
seems  to  invite  aggression.  It  is  a  lure  to  toy  naval 
Power  toatlBck  us.  The  quantity  of  specie  in  th» 
banks  of  New  York  and  other  seaport  plates,  at 
all  limes,  is  an  inducement  to  the  freebooters  of 
the  ocean,  of  any  naiion,  to  fall  upon  snch  pla* 
CCS,  and  lay  them  under  eontribution,  or  rifle  tbe 
banks.  I  would  call  the  attention  of  this  Comrail- 
tee  to  the  situation  of  New  Orleans.  Her?  w» 
find  the  coirapiretors  in  our  own  eoOQtry  aalcute- 
linglipon  the  money,  in  the  baaki  to  enable  them 
to  carry  on  Ihe  enterprise.  Had  Itiej  sncceedtd 
in  seizing  the  bank  ol^  New  Orleana,  is  it  not  pro- 
bable  that  these  same  conspirators  might  have  fit- 
ted ant  an  armament  auffieient  to  bare  laid  New 
York  Dnder  contribotion  ?  ConHdering  the  im- 
minent danger  of  many  of  our  seaports,  in  Uieii 
defenceless  lituation,  I  sincerely  hope  tne  Com- 
mittee will  conseol  to  fill  the  blank  with  8600,000. 

The  motion  vras  disagreed  to— 38  to  95. 

Mr.  MuHroRD  then  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with 
'«)0,000.' 

This  motion  was  diMgreed  to — 37  to  W. 

Mr.  MnMroao  then  proposed  ' 300,000*— Diea- 
greed  to— ayes  36,  noea  58. 

Mr.  Cook  proposed  '  850,000.' . 

Mr.  Bmilih  said  he  sincerely  wished  the  tKO- 
tlemen  wonld  inform  the  House  what  kind  of  de- 
fence they  desired.  Last  aessJoB  a  large  sum  had 
been  appropriated  for  bniMinfFgnoboats.  He  still 
consideretl  this  spciea  of  defence  the  moet  con- 
sistent with  their  means;  and  that  the  money 
granted  for  the  fortification  of  ports  on  the  jh«b- 
ent  plan  would  be  so  much  money  thrown  away. 
He  believed  all  they  could  doati^eseoi  was  to 
increase  the  number  of  gunboats. 

The  qtieslion  waa  then  taken  os  filUfi^  the  btaok 
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Trith  '850,000,'  wtaieh  ira»  diwgieeS  to — Byei  37, 
noes  69. 

Mr.  Thohas  Mid  he  rose  to  more  ihat  the  blank 
beOllfd  with  DDF  hundfed  ihousiod  dollars,  and  he 
hoped  the 'Committee  woald  consent  to  SU  it  with 
that  sum.  Me  bad  not  Toted  for  the  targe  appro- 
priations whicb  bad  been  moTpd  by  sMcral  gen- 
Uemen,  because  he  ihougfal  it  was  asking  too  mnch 
at  this  time ;  it  was  also  uonecessarv,  beoaose  it 
waaibiKh  more  than  conid  be  expended  to  advan- 
tage, Id  one  year;  bni  he  did  hopethat  the  Commit- 
tee woDld  aCTee  to  fill  the  blank  wiih  sue  hoiidred 
ihoaaand  dollars.  He  said  the  port  of  New  York 
was,  coDfessedly,  the  most  important  -port  in  th^ 
Union,  and  it  waK  b^  far  the  most  valnerable — -if 
vas  ihererore  at  this  point,  no  donbt,  the  great- 
est part  of  any  approprialioa  which  sbould  be 
made  woold  be  erpended.  It  hqs  been  nrged,  as 
an  pbjection  to  appropriating  any  coosiderable 
■Dm  for  this  obiect  at  tins  time,  that  there  is  a  l.irge 
Doexpended  balance  of  the  appropriations  made  at 
the  last  session;  but  thereaton  why  a  greater  avm 
was  not  eipended  at  that  pctrt,  during  tEe  last  sum- 
mer, must  be  abTiDUB  to  every  one  who  bad  in- 
quired into  the  subject.  It  was  midsummer  before 
th«Secreiarf  or  War  was  able  to  complete  a  con- 
tract with  an  engineer  and  worktben,  after  wdich 
it  Tras  found  necessary  fiv  the  coniractort  to  erect 
temporary  buildings,  which  they  were  allotted  to 
do  on  the  pnblie  ground,  for  themselves  and  work- 
men to  live  in  while  they  were  at  work;  before 
this  was  done  the  sreater  part  of  the  season  was 
spent ;  but  every  tninff  i*  fiow  ready  to  progress 
with  permaaeoi  fortifications  there,  proridedwe 
affbcd  the  mcana.  There  is  no  question  but  that 
mneh  more  money  will  be  expended  lo  advantage, 
at  Ihat  place,  the  next  summer,  than  the  uoexpend- 
td  balance  of  the  former  apprapriation  if  we  au- 
thorize it,  and  be  trusted  we  should— tnat  the  ap- 
propriation of  this  reasonable  sum  would  not  be 
refused.  There ha^ebeen, said he,severalplansfor 
defending  that  port,  presented  to  the  public,  by 
■DDdry  engineers,  and  which,  he  nndentood^  were 
also  snbmiited  to  the  Bceeuiive,  with  estimates 
of  the  expense,  sonj^  of  which  do  not  exceed  QSOO.- 
000.  Provided  we  afford  the  means  of  progressing 
with  works  for  the  eflectual  defence  of  that  port, 
there  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  head  of  the  War 
Department  will  adopt  some  of  ihose  plans,  or 
form  one  from  the  whole,  and  proceed  npbn  it,  be- 
tides there  can  be  no  possible  disadvantage  resnl't- 
■Dgfrom  an  approptialion  a  little  larger  than  would 
be  expended  io  one  yeflr.  We  all  enow  that  the 
DDexpended  balance  of  any  appropriation  after  a 

S'ren  period  passes  to  the  snrplos  fund,  while  ou 
e  other  band  a  real  inconvenience  may  tesult 
from  an  appropriation  too  small;  io  this  case  the 
workmeo  must  he  discharged,  perhaps  in  the  mid- 
dle of  the  season,  everything  stopped,  and  any 
contract,  however  advantageoni,  which  m^  tie 
entered  mio,  given  up. 

Mr.  Obairman,  said  Mr.  T.,  w«  have  heard 
great  complaints,  from  citizens  of  the  city  of  New 
YorlLonthis  aobject,  and  we  have  heard,  both 
oot  of  doors  and  jn  the  House,  the  preaenl  Con- 
greaa  charged  with  iUibtralitj',  aitd  a  -want  of 


due  rezard  lo  the  interests  of  the  people  of  that 
city.  I  am  far  from  joining  in  tnis  charge — I 
think  it  an  unjust  one.  1  find,  on  examination, 
that  the  Whole  amonot-expetliled  un  fbriiGcationa, 
at  that  port,  by  the  General  Qovernment,  pre- 
yions  to  the  last  session,  was  910O,0S3.  Although 
we  were  threatened  with  a  war  in  ITSi-W  By 
England,  and  were  threatened,  or  were  mctaally 
in  h  Elate  -of  war  with  France  in  1798-'99,  not- 
withstanding this  stale  of  things,  Ibis  som  waa 
the  whole  that  was  allowed  to  put  that  port  in  a 
stale  of  defence;  while  the  present  Coneress,  ax 
the  ■  last  session,  did  appropriate  ff]50,obo,  the 
greater  part  of  which-  was  mtended,  and  is  is  a 
train  of  expenditure,  in  fortifications,  at  that  port 
put,  while  I  am  willing  to  allow  you. full  credit 
for  the  liberal  appropriation  made  at  the  last  se*- 
sion  for  this  sutgect,  I  do  hope  and  trust  that  yon 
will  continue  to  merit  the  same  approbation, 
from  all  Candid  and  impartial  men,  br  filling  thtt 
blank  with  one  faondred  thousand  dollars. 

Mr!  HoLLiFfB  said,  be  felt  no  hostility  to  New 
Tork.pr  any  other  city  of  the  United  States.  He 
bad,  however,' voted  against  filling  the  blanks 
with  the  sums  that  had  been  proposed,  from  the 
impression  that  they  wer«  not  susceptible  of  forlifi- 
caiton  from  the  attacks  which  might  be  made  from 
witbont  On  this  .ground  he  was  against  going 
to  any  great  expense  for  the  fortification  of  thia 
or  any  other  port,  and  shonld  therefore  vote  against 
the  present  motion. 

Mr.  N.  Williams — When  I  look  around'  me 
upon  ibis  floor  and  view  the  apathy  and  calm  is- 
dtSerence  that  seems  to'  pervatie  the  Representa- 
tivei  of  the  nation,  my  heart  is  filled  with  the 
deepest  apprehensions.  From  the  course  the  bost- 
ness  before  us  has  takea^  sir,  I  apprehend  that  w« 
shall  never-rise  into  action,  until  roused  by  some 
dreadful  disaster.  Nor  indeed  do  these  fears  ap- 
pear to  he  wilhom  a  foundation,  when  we  have 
upon  this  subject,  from  rarioiu  quarters  of  Ifaa 
House^tuch  peculiar  obj ee lions  and  extra ordinacT 
propositions.  On  the  one  hand,  the  gentleman 
irom'Maryland  tells  us  of  the  expense  of  defend- 
i«g  our  seaports  and  towttH;  and  proposes  in  order 
to  avoid  it,  that  we  should  retreat  in  case  of  dan- 
ger, with  our  families  and  valuables,  back  into  the 
tobacco  Gelds  and  behind  the  meunlaiua  I  Wliile 
another  on  -my  risht,  telU  us  of  the  impossibili^ 
of  erecting  fortincaiions  to  defend  NewTork; 
and  tells  us,  also,  that  he  will  never  consent  to 
— iier  into  measures  of  defence  in  time  of  peace. 

^hen  we  hear  opinions  and  propositions  like 
these,  coming  from  sources  so  bighfy  respectable, 
let  me  ask,  wheiber  there  is  not  some  cause  for 
alarm  1  Would  gentlemen  consider  seriously  ef 
the  rmportanee  of  the  city  of  New  York,  with 
respect  only  to  the  wealth  and  commerce,  and  of 
its  present  exposure  and  defenceless  aituatton,  I 
am  induced  to  beKeve,  Ihat  this  sobject  would  net 
be  treated  so  lishtly.  When  tbe  gentleman  from 
Maryland  speaks  of  the  measures  of  the  last  ses- 
sion npon  the  sobject  of  fortifiesitions,  he  seema 
'    have  fallen  into  a  very  great  mistake.    Hear- 
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pitiful  lam  of  one  hundred  and  flfty  Uxnsuid 
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dollare  towards  fonificatiaus.  lo  adopt  ibeplan  o( 
ereciiDg  new  works.  And  then  he  oWrvep,  thai 
the  Secretary  of  War  has  not  been  able  to  rxpcml 
tnore  than  one-thiid  of  ihe  money  appropriated  ; 
and  iofers  that  it  will  be  folly  to  gram  more  mo- 
ney wbeo  it  cauDot  be  expended.  It  will  be  rrcol- 
lect«d,  however,  by  all  who'  were  pre^ni,  when 
the  appropriatioD  was  made  last  year,  that  it  was 
CxprpEsly  atowed  by  Ihe  honaraole  chairman  cf 
the  eommiUee,  (Mr.  Dawbon,)  which  reported 
the  bill,  thatthev  had  noihini;  but  the  reparatioD 
of  old  works,  ana  to  proride  arms  and  ammutiitiotL 
for  whatever  place  they  might  be  waotrd.  This 
i*  probably  the  reason  why  no  more  of  the  mooey 
appropriated  it  not  expended.  On  any  other 
irounds  it  is  to  me  unaccounlable. 

But,  sir,'  it  seems  that  whenever  a  plan  of  this 
kind  is  proponed  in  (his  House,  we  are  to  be  met 
coDstaoily  with  the  cry  of  expense.  And  now, 
when  the  sum  to  be  granted  is  whittled  down  lo 
almost  noihing,  the  ume  plea  is  presented  to  tfs. 
of  expense.  It  appears  from  a  report  preaented 
to  this  Hoase  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Tri-asury, 
that  after  paying  the  sum  of  about  $8  000,000,  for 
the  interest,  and  towards  the  [H-incipiI  of  the  na- 
tional debt,  and  leaving  an  ample  sum  {4i  the 
current  expenses  of  the  Qovern&ent,  we  shall 
have  not  far  from  $2,000,000  in  the  Treasury  at 
out  disposal.  losteed'of  derisiag  new  and  ez- 
traordioary  ways  and  means  for  getting  rid  of  the 
public  money,  to  me  it  would  appear  better,  I 
coDfess,  and  more  to  the  honor  of  the  nation,  to 
apply  it  in  placing  our  cities  and  seipoit  towfis 
in  a  state  of  safety — in  defending  ihem,  at  least 
from  the  ai&anka  of  the  most  insisnificani  squad- 
rons that  sail  upon  the  ocean.  Here,  too,  we  are 
net  by  the  gentleman  on  ray  right,  (Mr,  Bhiue.) 
with  a  most  formidable  objection.  Expend  what 
you  will, according  to  his  opinion, ills  impossible 
to  erect  forlificatioDs  itial  shall  prove  sufficient 
to  defend  the  harbor  and  city  of  New  York.  He 
calls  upon  us  for  a  plan,  and  tells  qs,  diat  if  it  can 
be  defended,  to  produce  our  plan.  I  do  not  pre- 
tend, sir,  to  be  very  wise  upon  this  subject  my- 
aelf;  bat  I  have  been  told  that  the  ablest  engi- 
neers have  examined  the  position,  and  have  given 
it  as  their  opinion  that  an  effective  mode  of  de- 
fence is  practicable.  Bnt  if  defence  is  impossible, 
I  call  ujion  the  gentleman  to  show  wherein  the 
peculiarity  of  the  situation  of  that- place  consists, 
to  render  it  so,  .For  surely  the  pretence  of  im- 
possibiliiy  would  not  be  made  use  of  here,^  unless 
the  ciijr  and  harbor  of  New  York  were  different 
from  all  other  places  in  the  world  that  were  ever 
defended.  But  have  we  no  plan  ?  I  trust  the 
gentleman  who  urges  this  against  Us,  will  call  " 
mind,  upon  rejection,  that  a  plan,  has  beni  pi. 
aented  and  laid  upon  his  table — drawn  up  as  we 
are  told  by  a  reputable  citizen  of  New  York — ac- 
cording lo  which,  thai  city  and  harbor  may  be 
defended  at  an  expense  not  to  exceed  $200,000. 
The  truth  is,  that  ihera. seems  to  be  an  hostility 
against  the  adoption  of  any  plan.  Suppose,  how- 
everjit  should  be  cunceded.  that  no  plan  can  be 
devised,  (o  render  New  York  perfecily  secure 
against  the  hoaiile  uaaolti  of  an  eaemf,  ti  it 


therefore,  certain  that  nothing  can  be  done  to 
rei>det  the  lives  aad  properly  of  its  citizens  more 
secDTei  Can  nothing  be  done,  better  to  enable 
some  of  the  citizens  to  arrest  tne  ai>saults  of  aa 
enemy,  white  others  with  [he  women  and  chil- 
dren, and  a  few  moveables,  are  running  away  to 
the  mountains?  There  are  two  or  three  excel- 
lent regiments  of  artillery  in  the  city  of  New 
York;  these  men  would  da  their  duty  no  doubt, 
in  case  of  ap  assault — but,  I  ask,  what  ibey  can 
be  expected  to  do,  without  breastworks  or  bat- 
teries behind  which  to  carry  on  repulsive  opera- 
tions 7  There  is  not  a  single  natter^  or  other  work 
of  defence  on  either  side  of  the  city  ;  noihing  to 
prevent  ships  of  war  from  anchoring  deliberately 
on  either  side,  and  firing  upon  the  town  sod  throw- 
ing in  hot  bombs  for  its  destruction.  If  in  works 
of  this  kind,-we  should  expend  two  or  three  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  and  thereby  enable  the  cit- 
izens to  arrest  the  progress  of  an  attack,  while 
they,  are  securing  their' wives  and  children,  and 
eignt  at  ten  millioBS  of  property,  I  should  think 
the  money  well  laid  out.  As  it  is,  resistance 
would  be  vain. 

The  same  honorable  gentleman  tells  you,  sir, 
that  he  does  not  see  the  cause  of  such  anxiety  at 
present,  and  has.  adopted  this  extraordinary  lan- 
guage—that be  will  never  consent  to  enter  into 
measures  of  defence  in  tirde  ctf  peace.  Wby,  sir, 
I  always  thought  that  a  time  of  peace  and  pros- 
perity, was  the  proper  tiiae  to  take  measures  of 
security  against  times  of  danger.  We  ought  to 
be  alarmed  to  hear  such  language  from  so  re- 
spectable a  slatesman.  It  evinces  lo  my  mind 
that  there  is. something  rotten  at  bottom.  I  do 
not  mean,  sir,  that  there  is  anything  corrupt;  for 
the  gentleman  who  uttered  these  sentimenis  it 
known  to  be  an  honorable  and  honest  man.  No 
one  can  respect  him  lOore  than  I  do.  What  I 
mean  is,  thai  the  principles  be  adopts  on  this  oc- 
casion are  without  fpundaiion,  and  aomioe  from 
so  respectable  a  source,  they  are  attended  vlth 
the  more  danger.  Upon  ihelie  principle:,  we  arc 
not  to  think  of  self-defence  until  (he  sword  is  lift- 
ed over  our  heads^  and  our  country  wrapt  in 
flames.  These  prmcipks  will  lead  us  to  toial 
inaction  and  degradaiion. 

Again,  (h^  gentleman  from  Maryland  tells  tu 
thai  projects  of  this  kind  will  lead  .to  slavery, 
beggary,and  want,  and  calls  upon  us  to  look  a(  the 
nations  of  Europe  to  verify  the  asEertion.     If  (he 

Seotleman  will  prove  to  us  (bat  measures  of  this 
ind  have  produced  that  effect  in  foreign  coun- 
tries, or  that  (hey  will  produce  it  in  ibis  country, 
I  will  lift  up  both  my  bands  agahisi  them.  Thia 
is  the  first  time  that  I  ever  heard,  that  to  protect 
the  commerce  and  commercial  towns  of  a  country, 
would  reduce  the  people  lo  a  stale  of  beggary  and 
slavery.  1  believe  most  fully,  thai  to  leave  com- 
merce unprotected,  and  thus  lo  suffer  i(  to  be  d^ 
stroyed,  will  be  leading  our  citizens  in  a  very 
direct  road  to  inactiDn,  and  a  state  of  abject  mean- 
neas.  But  genilemen  from  the  South  are  under* 
Tery  great  mistake  upon  this  subjet^t.  Thereto 
let  me  tell  ibem.a  commercial  spirit  in  this  coun- 
iry  tliai  cannot  be  luffocated.    Do  what  we  mafi 
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it  will  be  heard  and  feti.  I  did  cherish  a  hope, 
■ii',  that  something  would  at  length  be  dooe,  to 
enable  ihe  Goreromenl  to  taf  a  foundaiioD  for 
permanent  fortifica lions.  Low  as  ihe  sum  is  now 
reduced  for  thi?  parpose,  still  we  find  ohjectioDa 
to  it.  It  IS  this,  whieb  I  think  ought  to  aronae 
oar  feelings. 

GpDtleRien  have  aHuded  to  a  docnmeDt  from 
the  War  Departmflttt,  (a  show  that  (he  mODe]r 
alrmdr  appropriated  forfoftJGcaitoDs  faasnoibeea 
ezpeoded.  1  shkH  alwap  mention  the  head  of 
that  Deparimeot  with  great  respect  and  defer- 
ence. Ihare  before  explained  the  probable  rea- 
son why  that  money  kas  not  been  expended. 
The  money. was  not  erflDied  for  Ihe' Prection  of 
new  works.  Eren  t^ia  small  sum  of  $100,000, 
added  to  the  money  nnezpeoded  of  the  former 
■ppiopriaiion,  wilt  enable  the  Goreromeot  to  lay 
the  faundalioD  of  an  efficient  dIbq  of  defence. 
Let  it  be  once  uodentood,  that  tnis  is  the  wisli  of 
the  oalion,  and  I  have  no  donbtlt  will  be  done. 
It  is  very  possible,  that  if  we  determine  to  do 
nothing  but  patch  up  old  works,  th^  QoTerament 
may  find  a  difficully  in  ezp^ding  aren  the  small 
mm 'we  may  appropriate.  I  did  hope,  sir,  when 
my  honorable  colleague  came  forward  with  bia 

Iiroposition,  that  we  shonld  be  able  to  obtaioH 
»rger  sum ;  hnt  since  that  seem*  now  out  of  the' 
question,  I  do  still  hope  (hat  the  appropriation 
will  Dot  be  snSfcred  to  dwindle  into  nothing. 

Mri  Nglboh  said  he  did  not  mean-to  bar*  (r6Q- 
Ued  the  House  with  any  remarks  on  this  point. 
BdI  when  he  heard  gentlemen  talkoD  a. subject* 
which  they  did  not  understBnd,.howeTer  well  they 
might  be  acquainted  with  other  subjects,  he  cour 
■ideredhioiselfcBlled  tlpon  tosaysometbing.  He 
thought  it  Tery  unlike  a  gentleman  of  the  profes- 
■ian  of  the  gentleman  ^om-  New  York  to  call 
upon  them  to  prove  a  negative.  This  was  a  jjew 
doctrine.  He  ifaought  it  would  be  most  regnlar 
for  the  senileman  himself  to  show  Ihe  practica- 
bility Qfdefending  the  port  of  New  York.  -  The 
oniu probandi  ought  surely  te  fall  on  thooe  who 
advocated  this  measure.  Ay,  but  say  the  gentle' 
men,  let  us  have  a  few  batteries,  for  the  purpose 
of  ibrowiag  from  them  hot  bombs.  This  thing, 
Ur.  N.  saio,  was  entirely  new  to  him,  and  was 
bis  reason  for  saving  he  thought  the  genllieraBa 
froiQ  New  York  did  not  understand  tBe  subject. 
Hecouldnot  aoderaUndlheeirjresiion  ^tbomba^ 
■nd,  indeed,  the  gentleman's  Knowledge  on  this 
point  ao  surpassed  his,  that  military  men  and  en- 
gineers ought  to  apply.io  him  fbr  information. 

But,  says  the  gentleman,  shall  we  not  defend 
onr  ports  and  harho^?  Mr.  N.  said  he  believed 
the  foriiScalions  wontd  not  be  of  use  unleu  they 
were  manned,  as  he  bad  never  heard  of  fortifica- 
tions defending  themselves.  And  what' number 
of  men  would  their  defence  required  A  buD- 
dred  tboiKand  men  would  be  incompetent  to  the 
task.  What  kind  of  men?  The  militia  of  the 
country,  engaged  al-home  in  agricultural  and 
other  pursuits?  No.  Il  would  beimpoasible  to 
get  these;  and,  if  they  could  be  procured,  they 
would  be  incompetenl  to  the  duty.  The  ilefeoce 
of  tiie  wmka  would  leqtiire  eiperlenoe  snd  pcctt- 


liar  knowledge.  If,  indeed,  they  undertook  the 
fortifying  all  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United 
States,  would  a  hundred  thouaand  men  be  buS- 
cient?  If  gentlemen  ihonghtso,  they  were  egre- 
gioualy  mistaken.  But  is  the  House  ready  to 
raise  a  hundred  thousand  tega\»f»  1  And  is  there 
any  man  bold  enough  to  say.  if  they  should,  that 
such  an  establishment  would  not  endanger  the 
liberties  of  the  nation,  and  he  in  the  highest  de- 
gree oppressive  to  the  citizens  of  the  Uoitcd 
SiBiesI  This  is.the application  Iwisfatobemade 
uf  the  temarka  I  have  offered,  viz :  that  fortifica- 
tions will  be  of  DO  pmsible  service  unless  they  are 
manned,  and  to  man  tiiem  we  must  hava  a  large 
standing  army ;  and  to  know  from  the  Houar 
whether  ihey  are  prepared  to  adopt  a  system  tb* 
will  require  liie  raising  of  above  a  hundred  thoit- 
sand  men  1 

Mr.  N.  WiLUAMB. — After  the  specimen  the 
honomMe  gentleraeo  fMm  Maryland  has  giveo 
DR  of  his  military  skill  and  prowess,  in  bis  pro- 
poMd  {dan  of  flying  to  the  mounCain*  for  defence, 
1  shall  never  think  of  eotiiendiag  with  him  for 
superiority  upon- thai-tnbjecL  1  wonld  remind 
that  gentleman,  however,  that  before  he  under- 
takes  tn  ciiticiie  upon  the  ohaervalions  of  otber^ 
it  vrould  be  well  for  him  to  be  very  sure  that  he 
is  correct  himself.  Perhaps,  if  he  would  taka  the 
pains  to  investigate  a  liiitej  he  would  find  that 
oar  boiiabs  have  generally  a  Iiitlefire  in  them,  and 
eoose^uently  maj  chance  to  be  rather  hat. 

He  may  likewise  have  in  remembrance  that  we 
have  none  of  us  arrived  to  that  sublime  height  of 
perfectability  which  some  philosophers  have  sup- 
posed the  human  mind  capable  of^ attaining.  We 
are  yet  wandering  in  the  region  of  error.  I  fore- 
warn that  geoilemaa,  therefore,  not  to  aol  upon 
the  idea  that  he  has  himself  attained  to  perfecliDn. 

Mr.  Cooi:  moved  to  fill  th&^blank  with  ±!00  000. 

Mr.  Stanton  said,  the  idea  that  because  rorti- 
ficitioiia  could  not  do  everylhios  they  could  do 
nothing,  was  futile.  He  was  for  doing  as  mueh 
as  conld  be  done  for  Ihe  defence  ef  the  country. 
In  support  of  bis  remerks,  Mr.  8.  referred  to  a  r»- 
rietv  of  insinnces  on  the  page  of  history. 
'  -Mr.  Cook  said,  be  hoped  before  gentlemen  n- 
jeeted  the  motion  under  consideration,  they  would 
assign  more  satisfactory  ressoo*  than  had  as  yet 
lieen  addnced.  We  all,  said  Mr.  C,  profesa  to 
reverence  the  prowess  and  conduct  of  tJie  late  | 

Oeueral  WAsntNOToii.  Did  he  ever  instruct  the 
officers  and  soldiers  under  his  command  to  aban-  i 

don  wiibouta  contest  the  cities  to  the'enemyl 
And  will  any  rational  m^n  say  that  measures,  ' 

which  even  do  no  more  than  give  time  for  ihesecu-  | 

rity  of  propertv.  are  not  highly  useful  in  time  of 
war?  I  eonsiiler  the  people  in  the  Atlantic  Slates 
entitled  to  an  equal  defence  with  their  Sonthern 
brethren  on  the  frontiers,  and  to  the  expenditure 
of  an  equal  turn  of  money  for  that  purpose.  How 
much  had  we  expended  for  them  1  Fifteen  mil- 
lions have  been  appropriated  oo  one  occaiion. 
Let  me  not  be  trnJersiood  as  applying  to  ihia 
measure  the  language  of  complaint.  But  I  only 
adduce  the  eircumstaDce.  to  eaialilish  obr  claim, 
ead ,  I  hope  ibe  gwKlemeo  who  lepteaeiit  tbat 
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Jnrtof  the  Uoited  Slates  which  has  been  seabuD- 
antlr  derended,  and  al  id  great  au  ezpeaee,  will 
be  wUlinK  to  accord  to  us  that  proteciioD  which 
our  sitoatioD  requires. 

Mr.  SocTBA&D  said  be  considered  the  qaeslion 
before  the  Committee  to  be,  whether  the  port  of 
New  York  coutd  be  so  fortified  bjr  laod  batteries 
IS  ro.  annof  the  euemf.  Mr.  8.  said  be  wi 
opioioD  that  it  would  be,  at  least  so  as  to  aonojr 
Buy  TesseU  that  mtgbt  attack  the  city  for  the  pur- 
poses of  insult  or  contribution.  He  was  of  Ibis 
opinion  from  the  iitile  which  he  had  seen  in  the 
year  1776.  From  the  obserTation  he  had  then 
made,  he  beliered,  if  proper  batteries  were  erected, 
it  would  be  imponible  ior  frig&tes  orship^-of-tbe- 
line  to  burn  ot  batter  down  the  cilr.  With  re 
gard  lt>  wme  retnerks  which  had  Wn  ihiovi 
out,  he  had  himself  no  idea  that  our  citizens  were 
lo  ran  awBy  on  receiviBg  an  attack  from  a  few 
frigmtes.  Neither  wqs  he  of  opioiod  that  it  would 
be  proper  to  fortify  all  our  towns.  Qentlemen 
well  knew  that  there  were  few  po^ts  in  the  Unit- 
ed States  that  an  enemy  would  consider  it  an  ob- 
ject to  attack.  He,  therefore,  thought  eTerjiihing 
which  had  been  said  of  the  necessity  of  raising  a 
hundred  thousand  men,  and  of  easlaviDgthecoun- 
tty,  inappiicable  to  the  siibject  nnder  caDsiderBi- 
tion.  Mr.  S.  farther  said  that  he  had  do  ide»  of 
■ninradiDg  enepny.  His  only  fear  wat  from  the 
insult  and  de[»'edaiioB(  of  pirates^  Whom  he  wa^ 
therefore,  anxious  to  be  prepared  to  give  a  warm 
racBptioD.  For  this  purpose  he  did  not  belieTe  it 
ueceasarv  to  appropriate  a  large  »am  of  money. 
He  concluded  by  expressing  a  hope  that  the  Ooio- 
mitiee  would  concur  in  makinga  moderate  appro- 
priation. 

Mr.  Lyon  advocated  a  libanlapproprtatioB. 

Mr.  HacOH  (Speaker)  obserred  that  the  argn- 
uenta  of  aeatlemeit  were  almost  eutirely  confined 
to  Ibe  pofior  of  defending  tbe  port  of  New  Tork; 
vhmrcoa  the  meHure  under  eonsideration  was 
mmb  broa<ler,' and  extended  generally  to  the  pro- 
taetioa  of  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United 
Stales.  The  only  qnestion  than  really  before  the 
Committee  wai,  what  turn  was  now  requisite  for 
this  object.  The  chairman  of  the  select  commii- 
toe,  10  whom  ihb  subject  has  been  referred,  pro- 
nosed  to  BU  the  blank  with  $80,000.  He  has  in - 
ibrmed  us,  on  the  authority  of  tbe  Department  pf 
War,  that  this  sam,  added  to  the  unespeiMled  bal-, 
ance  appropriated  last  year,  is  as  n^uch  as  can  be 
adnnlageoutly  expended  this  year. 

It  appears  to  me,  said  Mr.  M.,  that  this  i^  all 
^aotlemen  can  require.  No  abstract  qutelion  is 
uiTolTed  in  this  measHre,  whether  the  port  of 
New  York  is  defensible,  or  whether  we  shall  de- 
fend it.  The  seconfl  rettdution  contemplates  the 
building  of  a-nnmber  of  gunboats.  The  remarks 
of  geotlemea  as  to  the  defenceless  state  of  our 
Boris  and  harbors  apply  generally  to  the  whole 
United  States,  anless  they  eonsidet  New  York  as 
fliore  important  than  any  other  port.  They  labor 
nnder  a  great  mistake  when  they  consider  the 
counOy  as  not  eqnallv  iateresied  in  this  question. 
Any  injury  that  befalls  the  ports  will  necessarily 
a&ei  the  whole  connlry  wkse  the  pradude  thai 


is  taken  to  market  is  raised.  .The  State  be  repre- 
sented was  as  much  interested  as  ihe  State  of  New 
York,  or  any  oiber  Stale  in  the  Union. 

Mr.  M.  said  he  imagined  by  this  lime  tbe  peo- 
ple of  t(ie  Western  couniry  thought  they  had  iiilty 
paid  iba  debt  of  fifieen  millions — they  had  been 
so  often  told  of'ji.  He,  however,  was  one  of  those 
who  viewed  the  purchase  of  Louisiana  «s  noloeal 
measure,  or  as  bein^  peculiarly  beneficial  to  anj 
one  part  of  the  Uqioo.  The  uavisaiiag  Slates 
were  deeply  interested  in  it,  and  so  likewise  were 
tbe  Southern  States  in  removing  to  a  diataneea 
dangerons  neighbor.  He  had  arways  considered 
it  as  a  measure  in  which  they  were  all  concerned. 

The  Cotomittee  then  divided  as  follows — on 
filling  the  blank  with  200,000— yeas  42,  nays  65; 
100,000~yeas  51.  nays  60;  50.000— yeas  38i'20r 
000— yeas  57,  nays  43. ' 

Mr.  R.  Nelson  moved  to  fill  the  blank  in  the 
.2d  resolution  wich  '300,000.' 

Mr.  Mdufobd  moved  to  fill  it  with  '3.000-' 

Mr.  R.  Nelhon.— If  gutiboais  are  built,  we 
ought  Co  build  ^noDgh  to  answer  the  purpose  in- 
tended. Tbe  proper  dejiartment  has  informed  lu 
that  $300,000  will  b^  necessary  for  that  purpose. 
For  myself,  I  am  wholly  ignorant  of  the  utility  of 
gunboats,  but,  from  ibfonnation  .received  from 
those  who  ought  to  understand  the  subject,  I  be- 
lieve they  *ie  the  best  species  of  defence.  They 
are  constructed  so  as  to  operate  in  shallow  water, 
where  frigates  and  larger,  vessels  cannot  come.  I 
believe  they  are  the  natural  mode  of  defending 
our  ports  so  far  as  they  are  capable  of  anj' defence. 
But  I  am  really  astonished  at  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  Yoi^  (Mr.  Mdkfobd.)  Just 
now  he  was  for  granting  a  million  towards  the 
defence  of  our  harbors,  and  pow  he  thinks  ^3.000 
arc  quite  enough.    I  leave  it  to  him  to  reconcile 

Mf.  MoMFORik— Quuboats  may  answer  in  riv* 
ers  and  in  the  Southern  States,  tvhere  the  water 
is  shallow;  but  thev  are  inadequate  to  any  useful 
purpose  of  defence  in  the  Nouhern  States,  when 
the  waters  are  rough. 

Mr.  CoQK  was  in  favpr  of  gunboats,  ibongh  be 
thought  they  ought  Sot  lo  be  the.  exclusive  means 
of  deTence. 

Tbe  molioo  to  insert  300,000  was  lost— yeas  3$, 
nays  46. 

Mr.  Thohab  moved  lo  insert  25i3,00a  That 
sum  wouldbuild  fifty  gunboats. 

The  motion  wae  agreed  to — yeas  53.  naya  33. 

Mr.  R.  Nblboh  then  proposed  to  fill  the  sec- 
ond blank  with  fifty.  Had  the  House  agreed  to  fill 
the  first  blank  With  300,000.  be  should  have  pro- 
posed sixty  for  (he  second  blank. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  hoped  the  Committee 
would  not  agree  to  this  motion,  and  for  this  reason: 
the  sum  orS250,000,  would  not  be  au^cient  to 
build  fifty  gunboats.  Look  at  the  document*  an 
the  table,  and  you  will, see,  said  Mr.  W.,  that  (he 
lowest  sum  expended  on  the  building  of  a  guo^ 
boat  exceeds  910,000. 

Mr.  R.  Nblbom  said  be  did  not  understand  the 
reasoniog  of  the. gentleman  from  South  Carolina. 
It  appeared  to  him  demiMMtrable  that  if  .$300,000     . 
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vontd  huild  sixty  ffonboats,  9290,060  would  baild 
S(tj.  This  WSB  all  that  wn^  .required  by  the  gea- 
tlemab  at  ihe  head  of  ttie  Navy  Depanment,  aod 
he  believed  ibese  gentlemen  were  not  ia  the  habit 
of  asking  loo  tittle. 

Mr.  D.  R.  WiLUAHs  said  he  had  only  risen  to 
mrn  the  HoUEe  against  a  surprise.  They  bad 
better  doeomeDts  than  this  estimate  of  the  Secre- 
tary o(  the  N'a»y.  By  hii  reports  it  would  be 
seen  (bat  there  had  not  been  a  single  gunboat 
bttilt  for  less  than  $10,000. 
■  Mr.  Cook  obswTed  that  il  appeared,  from  the 
most  correet  information,  that  some  of  the  gun* 
bonis  coold  be  bnilt  for  S5T)00. 

The  motion  to  fill  the  Mank  with  "Bfty  "  waa 
then  agreed  to — yeas  53,  nays  32. 

Mr.  K.  Nelsoh  then  offered  an  amendment  to 
the  fottoWing  effect: 

"ThstOie  sum  of doUms  be  aj^nvpriatsd  to  an- 

thoraa  the  PrcMdenl  to  armt  nan,  and  eqaip  aati  a 
nombBT  of  gnnboMi  at  ha  Vity  think  the  pnbtic  aw 


The  amendtiiait  was  kgreed  1o  wilboot  m  di- 

Mr-  Thomas  offered  an  additional  resolution, 
snthorizing  and  requestiog  the  President  to  cause 
measarea  [obe  taken  to  ascertain  how  the  port  of 
New  "Voiic  roay  be  best  protected,  and  to  ohlkin 
an  estimate  thereof. 

This  motion  was  objected  to  bv  Mesirs.  Smut. 
HolLlAhd.  aod  Li-otd,  principllty  on  the  grount^ 
that  if  any  soch  inquiry  ware  made,  ii  ougbt  to 
be  exteiwled  tota  to  at>plf  to  the  otker  porta  of 
the  United  Stat«^  and  was  negainied— yeaa  30, 
nays  46. 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill.' 
Mr.  Tan  Corti.aki>t  tnoTed  anamendmeat  to 
the  addition  to  the  second  section,  introduced  at 
the  instance  of  Mr.  R-  Nblboh,  authorizing  the 
President  at  aoy  time  to  man  aod  equip  such  of 
the  other  armed  vessels  as  he  uwy  deem  proper. 

Messrs,  Tan  Cortlahdt,  Blkeh,  Mdhfohd, 
md  Cook,  supported;  and  Messrs.  FiBK  and  Bub- 
WBLL  opposed  this  amendmeac.        ' 

When  on  motion  of  Mr.  SocTHABDihe  further 
consideration  of  the  subject  was  postpoaed  till 
Monday,  to  which  day  the  Hoose  adjourned. 

HOMDAT,  Jannuy  26. 

Another  new  member,  to  wit:  Wiluak  W. 
Bibb,  fron  Georgia,  returned  to  serve  as  anejuber 
fur  the  said  State,  in  the  place  of  Ttiomas  Spald- 
ing, who  hath  resigned  hi»eea[  appeared, prodoc- 
«d  his  credentials,  wa^qoali&ed,  and  took  his  seat 
InlheHonae.  ' 

A  message  from  the  Benate,  informed  the  Hoase 
that  Ihe  Senate  bave  paaaed  a  bill,  eatilled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Seih  Harding,  lata  a  captain 
in  the  navt  of  the  United  States  ^  and  alsttv  bill, 
«il)ded  "An  act  establishing  circuit  ooariB,.«nd 
abridging  the  jnrisdiction  of  the  district  courts 
inthedrstrictsof  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  and  Ohio  j" 
to  which  they  severally  desire  the  ccncun^aee  of 
thia  Honse. 

Hr.  ALBXAWUB,fEomth»«ommittee  appointed 


on  the  second  instant,  presented  a  bill  prescribing 
the  effect  of  records  of  judgments  and  decrees  of 
courts  of  one  State  in  another  State;  which  was 
read  twice  and  commiiied  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Thursday  next. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
[he  United  States,  eDclosins  an  affidavit  of  Gene- 
ral Wilkiuson,  ebarglng  Meosrs  Samuel  Swart- 
wout,  Peter  V'O^den.  and  James  Alexander,  with 
being  concerned  in  a  conspiracy. 

The  Message  arod  affidavit  were  read,  wheq  Hr. 
Thomas  inquired  if  the  documenU  alluded  to 
therein  did  not  aceorapany  ihem,  and  redeived  foi 
answer  that  Ibere  weretao  further  documents  trans- 
mitted to  the  House. 

QtJaFENBION  OF  THE  HABEAS  C0KPD8. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  by 
Mr.  Sai^del  Smith,  es  follows: 

Mn  Spiaebb:  l  »m.  iintUd  by  the  Senate  of  the 
ITnited  Stal«  to  delivar  to  thia  Hoiua  a  confi^ntiBl 
ntCBaaga,  m  writing. 

The- House  being  cleared  of  all  penops «xoept 
the  members  and  the  Clerk,  Mr.  Smith  delivered 
to. the  ^BiEBR  the  follOwiDg  commauieatiDa  in 

Gentkmtn  of  lit  Bouae  of  SepreienlaiiBa : , 


which  they  think  sxpedientto  a 
«ste  tO'/DO  in  confidance,  and  to  reqaeat  yam  twneiK- 
ranee  therein,  as  apeedjly  aa  the  emeigenoj  oTthe  cBmi 
shall  in  yoiB' judgmant  reqaire. 

Mr.  Smith,  also  delivered  in  the  bill  referred 
to  in  the  said  commaaieatio[i,and  then  withdrew. 
The  bin  was  read  as  follows: 

it  of  Habeas  Caq>w  far  thiee 


Beit  e 


Thatm  aD  caaaa, whaw  *»j yeiana 
.  'ofaai^  on  .OKth  with  tr«asati^mis{nisknrDf 
treuDB,  «z  othar  high  crime  or  mbdcoaaaan,  eodati- 
garitif  the  peace,  aafeq',  or  naolTalily  of  Ae  UmHd 
BlBlea,  kte  beau  or  diail  be  ariMSsd  or  itwiaoMd,  by 
viitas  of  auy-wsnaat  or  aathorlty  of  lbs  Piealdmt  of 
A*  Uaitad  Slatsa,  or  iiniDi  the  Chief  Eiecative  Ma^ 
trasaof  a^Stataor  Tanitoiial  OOTeniB«nt,cr  ban 
■ny  peraon  eating  under  the  diiaction  orauAoiilyAf 
the  nwaideat  of  the  Dnited  States,  the  privilege  of  the 
Witt  of  fuiktta  eeiynu  riiall  be,  and  the  aaaie  hereby  ia 
am^ended,  for  and  dniiag  the  term  of  diree  monAi 
from  and  ritor  the  passage  of  thia  set,  and  no  longer. 

'Mr.  P.  R.  Thohfbon  moved  that  the  message 
and  the  bill  received  from  the  Senate  ought  nbt 
to  be  kept  secret,  aod  that  the  doors  be  opened. 

Mr.  EimwEL[.aad  Mr.SM[LiEspoke  in  support 
of  the  motion. 

Mr.  Eablt  thought  that  a  previmis  order  should 
be  taiea  loremove  the  injunciion  of  secrecy.  To 
open  the  doors'  and  admit  strailgers  to.  hear  tbe 
debate,  and  yet  contiBue  the  injunction  of  secrecy 
on  members  would  present  a  singular  spectacle. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  said  they  could  not  be  bound 
to  secrecy  except  by  their  own  vote.    If  there  wai 
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BDf  charm  by  which  they  could  be  bound,  eicepi 
(heir  own  acl,  he  niabed  il  mighl  be  dissuUed. 

Mr.  Q,  W.'Caupbell  hoped  Ihe  usual  course 
would  be  pursued;  rend  the  bill  a  second  lime, 
aod  then  refer  it  lo  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  ALeTon  thought  the  questian,  nhether  (he 
bill  should  pass  to  a  second  readiogj  first  Jo  order. 

The  Speaker  deeded  thai  the  moiion  to  open 
the  doors  was  in  order,  and  the  question  on  that 
motion  must  first  be  taken. 

Tb;  yeas  and  naysbeiug  demanded  by  one  fifth 
of  themembers  present,  they  were  ordered  to  be 
Ukan. 

The  question  then  was  put  on  the  motion,  TTtai 
Vie  maidge  andbiltreceivtdfrom  the  Senate  ought 
not  to  be  kept  eeeret,  and  that  the  door»  he  tunn 
cpened;  and  reaolved  in  the  affirmative — yeas  123, 
nays  3, 

YiiB — Wtltis  Alston,  junior,  Iiukc  Andenon,  John 
Archer,  David  Bard.  Joupb  Barker,  Burwdt  Bauett, 
George  M.  Bedinger,  Silai  Belton,  William  W.  Bibb, 


B<?Ib,  WUIiuD  A.  Burwell,  William  Bailor,  John 
Cami^eU,  John  Chandler,  Martin  Ghittcndan,  John 
Cluboina,  JtMcph  Clay,  Matthew  Claj,  Oaorge  Clin- 
ton, jon.,  Frederick  Connd,  Orchard  Cook,  Richard 
Cutta,  Sunud  W.  Dana,  Bira  Daiby,  Jolin  Davenport, 
ioniat,  Williaui  Diekaon,  Theodore  Dwight,  Eliaa  Earle, 
Pater  Eariy,  Jamea  Elliot,  Caleb  Ellia,  Eb«nei«r  -El- 
■  ner,  William  Ely,  John  W.  Eppea.  William  Findley, 
Jamn  Fitk,  John  Fowler,  Jamca  M.  GarnMt,  Charles 
Ooldiborougb,  Peteraon  Goodwyn,  Edwin  Qray,  An- 
drew Oregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  BalMy,  Jobu  Ham- 
ilton, Se^  Hutinga,  William  Behni,  Jamea  Holland, 
David  Holme*,  David  Housh,  John  G.  Jackaon,  Wal- 
ter Jonaa,  Jmme*  Kelly,  Thomas  Kenan,  NeheDiiah 
Enight,  John  Lunbert,  Joseph  Lewii,  jun.,  Hemy  W. 
LiTingiton,  Edward  Lloyd,  Duncan  MacFarlaad,  Pat- 
rick Magrnder,  Robert  Marion,  -WilDam  McCreery, 
I^vid  Meriwether,  Nicholas  R.  Moore, -Tbomas  Mooie, 
Jenmiah  Mmrow,  John  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moiely, 
Onrdon  8.  Momford,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Roger  Nelaoo, 
Thomea  Newton,  jun.,  Gideon  Olm,  Timothy  i^tkin, 
iwaior,  Jidin  Porter,  Jobn  Pugh,  Josjali  Quinay,  John 
Raadolph,  John  Ilea  of  Pennaylvuita,  John  Rhea  of 
TanaMaee,  John  RoneU,  J>eter  Bailly,  Tbodna.  6tm- 
WHia,  ThMsaa  Saadfiwd,  Haitin  Q.  BdioiMOMa,  Eke- 
noAT  8««*er,  Jamea  Sloan,  Denitia  Smelt,  John  Bmilie, 
Jobn  South,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Richard 
Stanford,  Joseph  Stautoo,  William  Stedman,  Lewis  B. 
Stnigoa,  Bamael  Taggsrt,  BoDJamin  Tsilmadge,  Sam. 
nel  Tenney,  Philip  R.  Thom[Mon.  Thomas  W.  Thomp- 
son, Uii  Tracy,  Abram  Trigg,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,. 
Kiliian  K.  Tan  Rensselaer,  Joseph  B.  Varnum,  Daniel 
C.  Verplanck,  Peleg  Wadawonh,  John  Whitehill, 
Robert  Whitehill,  Elipbalet  Wickea,  Da^  R.  Wil- 
Rams,  Marmaduke  WiUiania,  Riehaid  Wmn,  Joaeph 
Winston,  and  Thomas  Wvnns. 
Mats — Joaial)  Mastera,  llavid  Thomas,  and  Nathan 


riiiiiTnT- 

Mr.  Eppbs  moved  that  the  bill  be  rejected 
This  motion  was  afterwards  withdrawn  lo  girt 
plsce  to  Boolber  motion,  but  with  the  idea  of  re 
B^wioeii  again. 

Ur.  BuRWELL  aaid,  he  was  aoacqiuiitted  with 
the  particular  revona  which  had  induced  ibe 
Senate  to  pass  this  bill.    None  had  been  aaaigoed 


when  the  bill  was  commUDicated,  and  no  addi- 
mal  documents  presented.  He  could,  therefore, 
,,ly  be  governed  hy  that  iaformaiion  which  the 
House  had  received  ;  and'he  beliered  that  il  would 
justify;' the  likolion  before  the  Hoose.  The  Prest- 
leni,  in  his  Measage  of  the  22d,  says,  "on  the 
whole  ihe  fugiiivcB  from  Ohio  and  their  asso- 
ciates from  Cumberland,  or  other  places  io  that 
quarter,  cannot  threaten  serious  danger  to  the 
ciiy  of  New  Orleans."  If  thbt  be  the  case,  upon 
what  ([round  shall  we  suspend  the  writ  of  habeas 
corpus?'  Can  any  person  imagine  the  United 
States  are  in  danger,  after  this  declaration  of  the 
President,  wfio  uoquestlonably  possesses  more 
■et  information  ihan  anv  oiber  person  cao 
ipposed  to  have.  In  another  p^rt  of  the  Mes- 
sage, we  are  ioformed — 

That  the  peraana  arrmted  at  New  Orlasna  hale 

been  embalked  far  soma  of  the  Atlantio  porta,  prtrtiably 

the  coruideration  that  an  iinpartial  trial  could  net 

eipected  during  the  preKOt  agitations  'of  New  Oi- 


they  will  be  delivered  to  the  cus^y  of  the  law,  and 
left  to  such  courM  of  trial,  both  as  to  place  and  process, 
as  il*  functiftnarie*  may  jlirect;  the  preseaca  of  the 
highest  judicial  auiborides  to  be  assembled  atthia  placa 
nidun  a  fen  days,  the  mtan*  of  punuing  a  saundei 
course  of  proceetfngs  here  than  elsewhere,  and  the 
Executive  msaiia,  should  the  judgvs  have  occasion  to 
UM  them,  render  it  equally  deitrable,  for  the  criminala 
as  for  the  paUic,  that  being  already  riuiofed  from  tiu 
placd  where  they  were  apprehended,  the  first  regular 
arreat  should  lake  place  here,  and  the  course  of  proceed- 
ing* receive  here  ita  proper  direction." 

The  President  evidently  holds  out  the  idea,  that 
the  correct.aud  proper  mode  of  procEediogcaD  be 
had  under  the  eiistioglawsof  the  UaiteiT State*. 
These  persons  may  be  transferred  from  Ihe  mili- 
tary to  the  civil  authority,  and  be  proceeded 
against  according  to  law.  Those,  therefore,  who 
fear  the  escape  of  the  traitors  alreadv  apprehend- 
ed, and  would,  by  this  measure,  obviate  the  diffi- 
culty, must  perceive  that  cousequeiice  would  not 
ensue.  Mr.  B.  said,  he  should  consider  ttfesui- 
pension  of  the  habeas  corpus  as  holding  out  an 
idea  of  danger  and  alarm,  which  was  highly  im- 
proper, inasmuch  as  it  did  not  exist.  Il  is  irtie, 
this  conspiracy  was  once  formidable,  extensive, 
and  thfeateoiog;  but  it  has  been  dissipated  by  Ihe 
vigilance  of  Ooveroment.  He  would  ask  genile- 
meo,  if  they  seriously  believed  the  danger  suffici- 
ently great  to  justify  the  suspension  of  ihia  most 
impottnnt  right  of  the  citizen,  to  proclaim  the 
country  in  peril,  and  to  adopt  a  measure  so  preg* 
oant  with  mischief,  by  which  the  innocent  ahd 
guilty  will  be  involved  in  one  common .desitue- 
-'  "    — 'd  this  was  not  the  first  i    ' 


lilty  « 
ml    1 


the  kiod  since  the  formation  of  the  Federal  Ctuv- 
ernmeot;  there  Ivir  heen  already  Iwo  insurrec- 
tions in  ihe  Ubiled  Stales,  both  ot  which  had  d*- 
Bed  the  authority  of  Congress,  aiHl  menaced  the 
Union, with  dissolntjon.  Notwith  standing  one  of 
Ibem  justified. the  calling  out  of  fifteen  tbousaad 
men,  aad  the  expenditure  of  one  million  of  dol- 
lars, he  had  opt  heard  of  a  propoaixioa  to  suspend 
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iDousaiK  preceacatl     Wbile.tD  fora 
was  tbougnt  uorafQ.to  siuppad  ihis  n 


the  writ  or  babeu  coqra*.  What,  (hen,  will  be 
•aid  of  us,  if  now,  vhea  the  dinger  is  aver,  firm 
in  the  airachmeni  of  the  people  lo  ihe  Union, 
with  iniple  resoQrces  U>  encounter  any  difficukies 
which  may  occur,  we  resort  lo  a  mrasure  .so  harsh 
'  '  ''.a  operation,  and  tu- 
n  former  liinei,il 
this  mo«t  import- 
ant and  "rBluable  part  of  the  ConsliiulioD,  he 
would  a&k,  whether  the  necessity  at  the  prraeni 
time  could  be  coosidered  greater?  With  regard 
to  those  persons  who  may  be  implicated  in  ^he 
eonspiracv,  if  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  be  not 
■UHpe«]dea,what  wilt  be  the  consequence?  When 
ap])rebended,  they-  will  be  brought  before  a  court 
of  josticfl,  who  will  decide  whether  there  is  any 
evidence, that  will  justify  thrir  eommitinent  for 
farther  prosecutiou.  Fratp  the  eoaiiQunicBtioa 
of  the  Eieeutive,  it  afiiMared  there  was  sufficient 
evidence  to  authorize  tbeircemmitmeal.  Several 
months  would  elapsebefore  their  final  trial,  which 
would  give  tiiae  to  collect  evidence,  and  if  this 
ihati  be  sufficient,  they  will  not  fail  to  receive  the 

Eunishment.meiited  by  their  crimes,  and  inflicUd 
y  the  I'lws  of  their  country,. 
Mr.  B.  said,  he  could  conceive  no.  injury  ibal 
would  result  qo  this  score ;  and,  indeed,  if  some 
peraoDs  ^liould  alude  justice,  it,  would  not  endan- 
ger society  so  materially  as  to  come  withiu  the 
tentis  of  the  Constitution.  He  observed,  it  ap- 
peared to  him  the  coinmeacepientof  an  insurrec- 
tion was  the  obly  time  When  the  ^lit  of  habeas 
corpua'ougbt  to  be  suspended  ;  >vhen  the  seizure 
of  the  ringleaders,  by  dismaying  the  inferior 
■gevis.  would  enable  the  OuTernment,  without 
tSe  effusion  of  blood,  to  suppress  it.  But  it  was 
manifest  that,  at  this  moment,  evfryibinK  intend- 
ed by  the  conspirators  was  effectea,  or  they  were 
in  the  hands  of  the  civil  authority;  there,  was, 
therefore,  no  good  reason  to  take  this  precaution- 
ary  step  with  that  view  ;  while,  on  the  one  hand, 
It  would  unavoidably  produce  unnecessary  alarm, 
and  much  inconvenience  to  the  citizens  of  the 
United  Stales.  Nothing  bu|  (he  moat  imoerians 
necessity  would  excuse  us  ia  confiniog  to  the 
ecu  live,  or  any  person  under  him,  the  power  of 
aeiziuK  and  cbnnoing  a  citizen,  upon  bare  suspi- 
ciea,  tor  three  moatbs.  without  responsibility,  fo- 
the  abuse  of  such  unlimited  discretion..  Mr-  E 
aaid,  he  could  judge  from  what  be  bad  already 
■een,  that  men.  who  ere  perfectly  innocent,  would 
be  doomed  to  feel  the  severity  of  coo  fine  men  t,  and 
undergo  the  infamy  of  the  duogeon.  What  repa- 
ration can  be  made  to  those  who  shall  thus  suf- 
fer? The  people  of  the  United  States  wouM  have 
just  reason  to  reproach  their  representatives  with 
wantonly  sncrificii^  their  dearest  interests,  when, 
from  the  facts  presenied  to  this  House,  it  seems 
the  country^  was  perfectly  safe,  and  the  conspiracy 
nearly  anoiliilated.  Under  these  c  1  re um .stances, 
there  can  be  no  apology  for  suspending  the  privi- 
lege of  ibe  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  and  violating 
the  Coastitutioo,  which  declares  ''the  writ  of  ha- 
'  bene  corpus  shall  not  be  snnpeuded,  unless  when', 
'incases  ofioTasion  or  rebellion,  the  public  safety 
'  may  reg,ULia  it.** 


'.  B.  said  he  hoped  he  had  shown  that,  admit- 
ting the  two  cases  ipecified  in  the  Constitution 
:xtsted,.  they  were  not  accompanied  wiih  such 
tymptoms  of  calamity  as  rendered  the  passage  of 
(be  bill  expedient. 

What,  in  another  point  of  light,  wonld  be  the 
effect  of  passing  ^ucaa.lawl  Wonld  ituotei' 
tablish  a  dangerous  precedent  7  A  corrupt  and 
vicious  Administration,  under  the  sane  lion  and 
example  of  this  lav,  might  harass  and  destroy 
the  best  mui  of  the  conntry.  It  would  only  be 
necessary  to  excite  artificial  commoiions.  circu- 
late exaggerated  rumors  of  danger,  and  tnen  Col- 
lowa  the  repe.lilioQ  of  ibis  law,  by  which,  every 
DbooiiiJus  person,  however  honest,  is  surrendered 
to  the  vindictive  resentment  of  the  Qoveromenl.  It 
illuot  be  a  sufficient  answer,  ihai-tbis power  will 
it  be  abused  by  the  President  of  the  United  Slates. 
He,MF.B.believed,wouldnotabuseit,buiitwoiild 
impossible  to  restrain  all  those  who.are  under 
him.  Besides,  be  would  not  consent  to  advocate  a 

Erinciple,  bad,:in  itself,  because  it  will  not,  proba- 
Ly,  be  abiued.  For  ihe#e  reasons,  Mr.  B.  said,  lie 
should  vole  to  reject  the  bill, 

Mr.  Elliot  said,  that  he  regretted  the  motion 
..reject  the  bill  had  been  made,  because  consid- 
ering the  subject  of  very  great  fmportance,  he 
thougbi  it.  most  proper  that  it  should  take  the 
usual  oourse  of  business,  that  the  bill  should  be 
read  a  itecond  lime,  and  referred  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  for  the  purposes  of  deliberation  and 
di$c}is»ion. 

Called  upon,  however,  said  Mr,  &,,  to  aaswei 
to  the  question,  Shell  the  hill  be  rejected  ?  I  must 
answer  that  question  in  tiie  affirmative,  as  1  should 
deem  it  my  duty  to  advocate  its  rejection,  in  any 
form  which  it  might  assume,  and  in  any  stage  of 
lis  progress;  and  I  deem  it  equally  my  duty,'on 
the  present  occasion,  to  express  im'  seniiinents 
upon  the  subject.  It  is,  ipdeed,  difficult  for  me, 
consistently,  with  the  sincere  and  high  reipsct 
which  I  enteruin  for  the  source  from  whence  this 
measure  originated,  to  express,  in  decorous  terms, 
the  hostility  which  I  feel  to  the  proposition,  I 
ein  therefore  disposed  to  consider  it  *a  an  origi- 
nal proposition  here ;  as  a  motion  in-  this  body  to 
suspend,for  a  limited  lime,  the  priviie|[es  attached 
to  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus.  And,  in  ihis  point 
of  view.  I  am  prepared  to  say  that  it  is  the  must 
extraordinary  proposition  that  has' ever  been  pre- 
sented for  our  consideratton  and  adoption.  .Sir, 
what  ia  the  language  of  our  Constitution  upon 
thiseuhjecti  "The  privilege  of  the  writ  of  ba- 
'  heas  corpus  shall  not  be  suspended,  except  when, 
'  in  cases  of  invasion  or  rebellion,  the  public  saliety 
shall  require  it."  Have  we  a  right  to  suspend  it 
in  any  and  every  case  ofieTasioh  and  rebellion? 
So  far  from  it,  tnatwe  are  under  a  Cuusiiiutional 
interdiction  to  act,  unless  the  existing  invasion 
or  rebellion,  in  our  sober  judgment,  ibreatens  the 
first  principles  of  the  national  compact,  and  the 
Constitution  itself.  In  other  wofds,  we  can  only 
act,  in  this  case,  with  a  view  to  naitonai  self-pre- 
servation. We  can  suspend  the  ivrit  of  babeaa 
corpus  only  in  a  case  of  extreme  emergency ;  that 
alone  ia  iotut  peptUi  wbicb  will  juuify  tliia  kx 
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wprvrtm.  And  it  thiji  a  crisis  of  such  awful  mo- 
nend  Is  it  necessiry,  at  this  time,  to  C4Mi3titute 
aijictatorsiiip,  to  save  the  people  from  themaelTcs, 
and  to  take  cars  that  the  Reptiblie  shall  receive 
■to  detriment^  What  is  the  propoailion?  To 
Gr«nte  a  single  Dic(acor,'aB  in  ancient  Ronve,  in 
whom  all  power  shall  be  rested  for  a  lime?  No; 
to  create  ooe  great  DietatoT,  and  a  multitude,  «n 
army  of  subalicTQ  and  petty  despots ,'  to  iovesf,  not 
only  the  Pretident  of  the  United  States,  but  the 
Gorernors  of  States  and  Territories,  and,  indeed, 
all  persons  deriving  ciTil  or  military  anthon'ly 
from  the  supreme  Executire,  with  anlimit^  and 
irresponsible  power  orer'the  personal  liberty  of 
your  citizeoB.  Is  this  one  of  those  great  crises 
that  require  a  sospension,  a  teniporary  proslni- 
lioD  of  the  GoDstiiniion  itself?  Does  the  stately 
iuperstruciure  of  oiir  Republic  thus  tremble  to  its 
eenlre,  and  totter  towards  its  fslll  Common 
sense  most  give  a  negative  answer  to  these  ques- 
IJom.  What  are  the  farts'?  Is  it,  indeed,  a  case 
of  rebellion?  We  are  officially  informed  that  re- 
bellioD  Ins  reared  its  hydra  front  in  the  peaceful 
ralteys  of  the  West.  But  we  sve  also  informed 
by  the  Executive  that  treason  has  no  prospect  of 
nccess;  (hat  ''the  fuititivee  from  the  Ohio,  and 
<  their  asaociatea  from  Cumberland,  caanot  threat- 
'  en  serious  daD{[er  even  to  the  city  of  New  Or- 
*  leans."  Not  a  single  city,  still  less  a  Territory 
or  a  State,  is  co6aidered  in  danger;  and  the  Ex- 
ecmve,  DOt  only  poaiesses  all  the  information 
which  has  ^en  communicated  to  us,  but  mncb 
nore,  for  we  are  informed  thai  the 
fioa  has  been   made  under 

tained  in  the  resoiotion  reque^ .__    .^ 

all  the  fcets  in  the  knowledge  of  the  Executive, 
vhiiih  are  decided  to  be  improper  for  disclosure  at 
this  time,  have  been  kepi  back.  And  the  Executive, 
possessitie  all  this  information,  assures  us  that  the 
puhlio  safety  is  not  endangered.  Can  we,  under 
theM  circumstances,  -consent  to  the  invesntnre  of 
dictatorial  powers  in  that  department  of  the  Gov- 
ernment which  thus  assures  ua  that  all  is  safe*? 
It  wDDld  be  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the  Gonsti- 
tutiou. 

But  i»e  shall  be  told  that  the  Constitution  has 
contemplated  cases  of  this  kind,  and,  in  reference 
to  them,  invested  us  with  unlimited  discretion. 
When  BOy  gentleman  shall  advance  such  a  posi- 
tiOD,  w«,  who  advocate  the  rejection  of  the  bill, 
will  meet  him  upon  that  ground,  and  put  the 
point  at  issue.  We  contend  that  the  framers  of 
the  ConstitDiion  never  contemplated  the  exercise 
of  Buch  ft  power,  under  citvumstances  like  the 
present;  and  that  the  Constitution  itself,  instead 
of  auihoriting,  has  prohibited  snch  discretion, 
onless  in  an  extreme  case.  And  can  any  mem- 
l«r  lay  his  haad  upon  bis  heart  and  say.  that  the 
present  is  a  case  of  that  description?  He  who 
eaonot  do  this  must,  with  us. consider  the  proposed 
measure  as  unconstitutional. 

Let  us  pay  a  little  attention  to  the  nature  and 
cbaracier  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpat.  It  has  ii* 
origin  in  Great  Britain,  and  it  there  couaidered 
in  two  great  points  of  view,  as  it  respects  tlia 
Uooarch,  and  u  it  tetpecia  the  snbject.    At  it 


respects  the  Monarch,  it  fs  one  of  the^tmi  }>reni^ 
attva,  a  writ  of  prerogative ;  but  it  is  not  consid- 
ered as  calculated  to  increase  the  power  of  the 
King,  or  the  splrador  of  the  throne;  in  its  origin 
and  true  character  it  is  viewed  as  a  prerogative, 
exercised  bytheKing,  or  those  authorities-to  wham 
bis  jodicial  powers  are  supposed  to  be  delegated, 
only  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  Conatitatiouat 
rights  of  rhe  subject,  and  restraining  the  iavBtion 
of  those  rights.  As  it  respects  ih«  subject,  it  is  a 
writ  of  right,  and  is  emnhatieally  called,  by  Ba^ 
lish  writers,  a  writ  of  liberty. 

BytJientovistonsofthefamousttftluleofChBrlet 
IL,  whicti  has  even  been  called  s  second  ffiogna 
charta,  its  privileges  are  guarantied  to  alt  Britiali 
snbjecirat  all  tiroes.  An  eminent  English  anthor. 
and  the  most  popular  writer  Vpon  subjects  of  legal 
science,  considers  its  sospetision  as  the  suspension 
of  liberty  itsel(;  declares  tfaattiie  measure  ought 
never  to  t>e  resorted  to  but  in  (»ses  of  extreme 
emergency  f  and  says  that  the  nation  then  para 
with  Its  Ireedolii  for  a  short  and  limited  time,  only 
to  resume  abd  secDre  it  forever.  Hence,  be  com- 
pares the  euspenaion  of  the  habeas  corpns  act  iit 
Great  Britain  to  the  dictatorship  of 'the  Roman 
Republic. 

But  objectionable  as  the  bill  upon  the  taUe  is 
in  point  of  principle,  it  is,if  possible,3lillmere  ob- 
jeiitionable  in  point  of  detail.  It  invests  with  the 
ptiwer  of  violating  the  first  principles  of  civil  and 
polilrcal  liberty,  not  only  the  supreme  Executive, 
and  the  Executives  of  individual  States  and  Terrt- 
leriet,  but  all  civil  and  military  officers  who  may 
derive  any  authority  whatever,  fiom  the  Cbitf 
Magistrate.  And  it  extends  tb«opemtionofthes«»> 
pensionoftbe  privileges' of  the  habeas  corpns,  not 
only  To  persona  guilty  or  susp«eled  of  treititon,  or 
misprision  of  treason,  bot,  totbase  who  may  be  ac- 
cused of  any  oihet  crime  or  misdemeanor,  tending 
to  endanger  the  "peace,  safety,  or  neutrality,"  of  the 
United  Stales!  Whatavascaod  almost  illimitable 
field  of  power  is  here  opened,  in  which  'Bxecutin 
discretion  may  wander  at  large  and  uncontrolled! 
A  vast  and  dangerous  scene  of  power,  indeed!  It 
gives  the  power  of  dispensing  with  tbe  ordinary 
operation  of  the  laws  to  a  host  of  those  Utile  great 
men,  whoare  attadhed  to  every  Govemtoeat  ira* 
der  heaven.  I  wish  not  to  reflect  -upon  any  of 
those  subordinate  officers  who  may  be  employed 
by  the  Government  of  my  country. 

But  DO  one  will  doubl  that,  in  times  of  alarm 
and  danger,  many  men  will  be  clothed  with  the 
functions  of  office,  who  are  incompetent  to  the 
discreet  exercise  oi  such  boundless,  discretion.  I 
can  never  wish  to  see  such  peraont  invested  wiffi 
the  means  of  aiming  at  the  beads  of  their  private 
enemies,  or  other  innocent  and  unoffeodiog  citi- 
zens, tbe  tbuoderbolts  of  public  ilidigoatioD,  or 
scorching  them  with  the  Lghtning  of  public  Ma- 
spieion — says  the  poet : 

"(jould  gnat  mep  thunder,  Jot*  noold  ne'er  be  ^uial. 
For  every  petty  pelting  officer 
Would  nM  his  heaven  fbr  thunder." 

Let  Ug  again  ask  for  evidence  of  the  neceasitT 
of  this  measure?  Certainly  none  can  be  produced, 
for  we  are  informed,  from  the  fint  authority,  that 
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l<Bd«T  or  Ibis  petty  rebeliioD  ha*  been  called  the- 
modero  Catiline.  UDdoubtedlr.hepoBsessesniaDT' 
of  (be  qoalitics  wEiieh  a  cetebnted  ancieDt  hJBtD- 


ruD  i'lcribea  to  tbe-CatiiiDeof  Rcxne;  bngenins, 
Ua  address^  his  taaiiij,  hig  profligacjr;  but  he  ia 
destitute  of  bit  Beann  and  reMaroes.  He  wants 
tkai  po^r  of  doing  ittiEebief,  which  tb*  Roman 
eonspititoT  potsessed.  Bo  At  n  lis  from  being 
able  tft  make  war  npoD  his  ovqntry,  that  be  can- 
not lake  pomemoo  of  a  liDsle  ctty.  He  is  irapid- 
If  bastennig  M  life  same  ^(e,  alihovgh  he  may 
not  HMet  ii  in  the  s^me  tnBoDer.  Aheadv  is  be 
"damn'd  ro  erertaatiDg  fame,"  or  rather,  damned 
ta  ererlaitiD^  unfamjr.  Already  i»  he  a  fneitive. 
Already  a  priee  is  set  upon  bis  nead.  In  (he  pA- 
pets  of  tbia  aioTDiDj,  we  see  (hat  the  Ooremor  of 
Orleans  haaofieied  a  reward  for  hia  Rppreheniion. 
We  caDDOt  tmf  detest  the  CratiOT,  but  we  can  hare 
DO  Aars  of  the  consequeoces  of  t^e  iieasoD. 

Mr.  B.  coDcIuded,  by  expressing  a  hope  that 
ibe  hill  wonld  meet  a  decided  irote  of  rejeetion. 

Mr.  Bpf ».— Whep  I  feel'a  decided  hostility  to 
a  ptineipte,  it  is  not  maierial  to  me  in  what  form 
I  meet  it.  Droidedly  obposed  to  the  principle  of 
this  bill,  I  shall  voto  a^iosi  it  in  all  its  Biages, 
BBd  caoBOt  bat  hope  that  the  motion  of  ray  col- 
leagtie  to  reject  it  will  pretcail.  By  this  bill,  *b 
are  called  upon  toexereiBeoBeof  the  most  import- 
ant powers  vested  i&  Congress  by  the  CoBstita- 
tion  of  the  Uoited  Stalca.-  Apowerwbieh  sui' 
pntdi  ibe  personal  tights  of  your  citizens,  which 
places  their  liberty  wholly  ttndef  rbe  will,  not  of 
Uie  BxecDtiTe  Magistrate  otfly,  bat  of  hui  inferior 
officers.  Of  the  importance  of  this  power,  of  (he 
cnatioB  which  ougtit  to  be  employed  in  its  exer- 
cise, the  words  of  the  Constitotioa  afford  inesist- 
ible  evidence.  The  words  of  the  CoBEtitmion 
Me:  "  The  pririlege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus 
'  ahalt  not  m  snapended,  ualeis  when,  in  cases  of 
'  '  Uion  or  invasion,  the  poblie 
s  it."  The  wording  of  (hi 
CoDBtitudon  deserves  pecstiar  etleniion.  It  is  aot 
IB  erery  eaaa  of  invUioD,  nor  is  every  ease  of  re- 
betlion,  that  the  exercise  of  this  power  by  Con- 
grns  can  faejtistified  under  tlie  words  of  the  Cob- 
siitDtioB.  The  words  of  the  CuistitbtioB  confine 
the  exefeise  of  this  power  exelosively  to  oases  of 
rebdHon  or  iBvasion,  where  the  ptiblic  safety  re- 
quires it.  In  carrying  into  e%et  roost  of  the  im- 
portant powers  of  Congress,  something  'is  left  for 
tbe  exercise  of  its  discretion.  We  nisa  armies 
when,  in  our  opiBion,  armies  are  necewary.  We 
may  call  forth  Ibe  militia  to  suppress  insurrection 
or  f«pel  invasion,  when  we  oonsider  this  measure 
anessary.  But  we  can  only  suspend  the  privi- 
leee  of  the  habeas  corpus,  "when,  in  cases  of  re- 
bellion orjavanon,  the  public  safety  tequireB  ill" 
Wdl,  indeed,  may  this  caution  have  been  tised  as 
to  the  exercise  of  this  important  power.  It  is  in 
a  free  country  the  most  iremendoue  power  which 
CBQ  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  legislative  body. 
It  snapends,  at  once,  the  chartered  rishts  of  the 
community,  and  places  even  (hoie  who  pass  the 
act  OBder  iriilitary  dnpotism.   TheCoustltntioD, 


however,  having  vested  this  power  ia  Coogrese^ 
'~i  a  branch  of  the  Legislatnre  haviog  thought 
exercise  necessary,  it  remains  for  ua  to  inquire 
whether  the  present  situation  of  oar  countrjr  an* 
thorizes,  on  onr  part,  a  resort  to  this  extiaordinary 
mea  stare. 

The  inqniry  ia  coofiBed  within  very  varroir 
limin.  '  The  power  can  only  he  excroised  nader 
the  CobsliintioD,  "  when,  in  cases  of  rebellion  or 
inraaion,  the  public  safety  may  require  it,"  Our 
country  is  not  invaded.  We  have  onl^,  therefora, 
to  tnqnire  whether  there  exists  in  thw  country  a 
rebellion,  and  wbeihei  the  pitblio  safety  r«- 
qnires  a  saspension  of  the  habeescorpBs.  Of  th* 
existepce  of  the  rebellion  or  combiiMiioo  against 
the  authority  of  the  United  Statoa  there  can  be  no 
doubt,  as  we  have  on  onr  table  a  detailed  aecoaBt 
of  its  origiB  and  progress.  1  shall  eondae  my  ob- 
servatioBB  solely  to' the  latter  pwt;  whether  thf 
public  safely  requires  a  snspensioB  of  the  babeaa 
corpos  for  its  suppreesioo.  In  the  eommuniea- 
iton  now  on  our  table,  from  the  fix  ecu  live,  we 
havebeeo  informed  that  the  militia  of  Ohio,  Ken- 
tudty,  and  Tennessee,  and  of  the  Missisaippi  and 
Orleans  Territories,  have  been  ordered  oat.  That 
General  Wilkinson  was  at  Orleans,  on  the  10th  of 
December,  with  his  iroopsfrom  the  Sabine,  which 
from  other  information  we  know  to  consist  of 
one  thousand  efiective  men.  These  are  resources 
of  the  nation  now  in  active  operation.  What  is 
Ibe  force  of  the  conspirators  1  By  thW  same  do*- 
timents,  we  ire  informed  that  "  some  boats,  ac- 
counts vary  from  five  todooble  or  treble  that  aum* 
ber,  and  person*,  diflerently  eaiimated  trorn  one  to 
threihnodted.'bad  passed  the  falls  of  tht  Ohio  to 
rendezvDOB  at  the  month  of  Cumberland  rivm, 
with  ethers  expected  down  that  river."  Prom 
be  same  document  it  appears  that  the  force 
which  comes  down  CumberlaBd  river  amount*  to 
two  boats,  IB  one  cf  which  is  Aaron  Barr.  Froia 
this  statement,  it  appears  that  the  largest  calcula- 
tion as  to  the  actual  force  of  the  conspirators, 
is  three  hundred.  But  when  we  know  (he  pro- 
pensity of  human  nature  to  magnify  aceonnta  of 
this  kind,  we  may  fairly  infer  that  the  whole  fores 
does  not  exceed  one  handled  sad  fifty  men.  To 
oppose  which,  we  have  one  thoQsand  refnlac 
tro<(ps,  and  the  militia  of  Ohio,  Kenlucky,  and 
Tmnesaee,  aad  of  th«  Mississippi  and  CnleaBs 
Territories.  Is  there  a  man  present  who  balierea, 
1  this  statement,  that  the  puUie  safety  lequirea 
_  suspension  of  the  habeas  corpus?  This  Go¥- 
efatatm  has  now  beeh  in  operatioB  thirty  vearat 
during  (his  whole  period,  onr  pglhical  charter, 
whatever  it  may  have  saatained,  has  never  ben 
suspended.  Never,  under  this  OoveriimeBt,  haa 
personal  liberty  beea  held  at  the  will  of  a  singlB 
individual.  Shall  we,  in  the  foil  tide  of  prospw 
ity,  possessed  of  the  confldenceof  (he  nation,  with 
a  revenue  of  fifteen  millions  of  dollars,  and  six 
hundred  thousand  freemen,  able  and  reaay  to  beai 
arms  io  defente  of  their  country,  believe  (is  safety 
endangered  by  a  collection  of  men  which  tb* 
militia  of  any  oae  county  in  our  country  woold 
be  amply  sufficient  to  subdue?  Shall  we,  sir,Bns- 
pend  the  ehanered  rights  of  tfat  coniBunity  tta 
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Ae  BDppressioD  of  m  few  desperadMi ;  of  a  amall 
buidiiti    already    surrounded    by   your    troops; 

fressed  fcora  above  by  your  miliiia;  met  below 
f  your  legnlars,  and  without  a  chauce  of  escape, 
bol  by  abandoaiDg  iheir  boats,  aad  >eekia|;  safety 
in  the  woods  T  Icoasider  the  mesas  at  prestot 
in  operaiioD  amply  sufficient  for  the  suppreuiou 
of  tbis  combiDatioD^  If  additional  means  werp 
Dcceaaary,  I  should  be  willing;  to  vote  asmaoy  ad- 
diiional  bayoaets  as  shall  be  necessary  for  every 
traitor.  IcaiiDat,bowevcr  bring  myself  to  believe 
thai  this  eouqtrv^is  placed  in  sucb  a  dreadful  sit- 
OatioD  as  to  authorize  me  to  suspend  the  personal 
rights  of  the  cltizea,  and  to  give  him,  in  lieu  ofa 
jree  Consiiiuiion,  the  Eieculi.ve  will  for  his  char- 
ier. I  consider  the  provision  in  the  Coastitution 
for  Buspendiog  the  habeas  corpus  as  designed  only 
for  occasions  of  great  national  danger.  Like  the 
power  of  creatioff  a  Dictator  in  ancient  Rome,  it 
prostrates  the  rights  of  jourcitixeus  and  endan- 
gers public  liberty.  Like  that  it  may,  on  sonie 
very  eilraordioary  occastODs,'pTOve  salutary,  but 
like  that,  it  ought  never  to  be  resorted  to,  but  in 
casea  of  absolute  necesgitf ;  or,  to  use  the  emphatic 
language  at  the  Conatituiion,  "  when  the  public' 
aafety  requires  it."  Believing  that  the  public 
aafet^  is  not  endangered,  and  that  the  discDssion 
of  this  question  is  calcolatetT  to, alarm  the  public 
mind  at  a  time  when  no  real  dauber  exists,  1  shall 
— :  for  the  rejection  of  the  bill  in  its  present 


"T;. 


Jr.  Varhcui  said,  if  he  was  of  opinion  with 
the  gentlemea  from  VermaDt  and  VirsiDia,  he 
should  vote  for  the  rejection  of  this  bilF;  but  he 
•ntertaioed  a  different  opinion,  and,  uqles^  be 
heard  something  to  change  it,  he  should  vote  dif- 
ferently from  them.  He  did  not  believe  the  Con- 
atitution  restricted  the  pow«r  of  the  Qorerument 
to  suspcDd  the  privilege  of  the  habeas  corpus  in 
cases  where  the  country  was  shaken  to  its  centre. 
There  were  np  exiwessions  in  it  to  justify^  this  in- 
ference. Its  terms  are.:  "  The  privilege  of  tbe 
it  of  habeas  corpus  shall  not  b«  suspended,  ex- 


reteUioi 


,  the 


public  safely  shall  require  it."  Will  gentlemen 
deny  that  there  exists  in  the  Uiiiied  States  at  pres- 
ent a  rebellion!  I  presume  not^id  Mr.  V.,il  is  too 
noIvrioUs  to  admit  of  doubt.  Will  theydenyihat 
thfi' conspiracy  baa  bean  formed  with  deliberaiioo, 
aBd.bu  existed  for  a  longiioiel  Is  it  not  evi- 
dent that  it  has  beooioa  very  extensive^  If,  then, 
this  is  the  case,  and  the  head  of  the  canspirao^ 
ha*  skid  that  be  is  aided  by  a  foreign  foweri  if 
this  ia  true,  are  we  justified  in  considering  the 


the  country,  tn  a  degree,  in  a  state  of  insecurity  \ 
and  irsD.tbepower  is  vested  in  ttjeCongressofthe 
United  States,  und^r  the  Coiistilutioa,  to  suspend 
the  writ  of  habeas  corpus.  1  am  alio  apprehen- 
aive  that  vre  shall  not  be  able  to  trace  tbe  conspi- 
ney  to  its  source  without  suchasuspeasioD.- We 
have  bad  an  instance  in  which  iha  bead  ^f  the 
flOBtptraey  has  been  brought  betbre  a  'court  of 
jasiice,aod  where  nothing  has  been  brought  against 
Biin.    It  ia  not  ray  wish  to  insinaata  that  any 


eoart  or  puOlic  functionary  Is  contemplated  hy 
this  coospiracf ;  yet  it  is  possible  xbat  tbis  may 
be  the  case,  and  the  very  existence  of  the  conniry 
may  depend  on  tracing  it  to  its  source.  I  am  not 
disposed  la  advocate  sanguinary  punishmeats,  bal 
I  think  they  ought  to  be  exemplary  in  regird  to 
the  chiefs  of  tbe  conspiracy;  for  which  purpoM 
we  ought  lo  adopt  those  measures  which  wilt 
lead  to  a  full  discovery  of  those  coDcernedJn 
it.  I  am' sensible  that  the  Oovermtaient  of  the 
United  States  has  not  hitherto  resorted  to  thit 
measure;  bat  1  know  a  particular  State  of  the 
Union  who  did  coniider  the.  measure  necessary, 
in  the  case  of  an  iEtsurreciion  which  occurred 
within  ber,limits;  and  I  think  it  very  dopbtful 
whether  that  insurrection  would  have  so  happily 
closed,  if  it  had  not  been  for  hersuspe'nsionof  thea 


We  have  had  ode  iosnrrection  in  Massachusetts, 
but  whence  did  it  arise  1  Not  from  a  deiiign  to 
subvert  the  Qovernmeot,  but  from  the  burden  of 
taxei;  lav*  which,  perhaps,  exceeded  those  Uid 
in  any  country  since  tbe  formation  of  society.'  I  do 
not  mean,  by  theae  observations,  by  any  means  to 
justify  that  insurrection,  and,  I  bdieve,  from  tbe 
circumstances  with  which  I  am.  acquainted,  that 
the  insurrection  which  took  place  in  Pennsylva- 
nia did  not  go  tQ.  the  subversion  of  the  Oovera- 
ment.  But  let  us  look  at  this  conspiracy.  While 
the  nation,  from  one  ezireme  to  the  other,  enioya 
a  degree  of  prosperity  and  happiness  anparalleled 
in  any  other  nation,  and  not  a  single  individual, 
within  our  limits  has  any -reason  to  complain  of 
onpression,  an  insurrection  is  fumeo led, snbv.ersive 
of  the  Government  aad  destructive  of  the  righia 
of  tbe  people.  It  appears  to  me  that  this  insur- 
rection is  the  most  aggravating  of  all  iosorrec- 
lionawbich  history  gives  us  an  aecduot  of.  There 
is  not  the  least  opfvession  or  tbe  least  sressare  of 
circumstances  to  indiKe  any  individual  to  rtae  up 
against  the  Qoveromeat  of  this  country  ;  and  it 
consequently  betray*  the  greatest  turpitudeofmiod 
in  those  who  either  lead  or  unite  in  it.  For  theae 
reasons,!  think  it  ought  lobe  traced  to  its  source, 
and  1  think  it  very  doubtful  whether  this  caa  be 
effected  without,  in  the  grst  instance,  anspending 
the  habeas  corpus.  Will  gentlemen  say  that  any 
inncreeot  nan  will  have  a  fiiigei  laid  upon  hint) ' 
should  this  law  pass?  No;  there  is  no  probabil- 
ity of  ii ;  it  is  scarcely  possible.  But,  even  if  it 
be  possible,  if  the  public  gdod  requires  the  suipfu- 
sion  of  the  privilege,  every  man  aitaehed  to  the 
Government  and  to  tbe  liherty  he  enjoys,  will  be 

r  LO  submit  to  this  inconvenience  for 

ler  to  secure  the  public  happiness. 
Tbe  suspension  only  applies  to  particular  crimen 
the  liberties  of  the  people  will  not  therefore  be 
touched.  I  do  think  a  great  responsibility  will 
rest  on  this  branch  of  the  Legislature,  in  caae  they 
refuse  to  pass  this  acL  Suppose  the  head  of  this 
conspiracy  shall  be  taken  in  a  district  of  couulry 
Where  no  evidence  exists  of  the  crime  charged  to 
him,  and  he  shall  cooaequeoity  be  set  at  liberty  by 
the  tribunals  of  justice^  where  will  the  respoosi- 
l^ilityreai,  but  upon  this  bfanahof  (heLegidature} 


dbyGoo^Ie 


BISTORT  OF  OONORESS. 


iU 


Stupetuion  ^  the  Writ  of  Babea*  Corfna. 


the  imprenioQ  that  it  will  nol  hare  ihe  injurious 
effects  ihai  rame  genilemeB  aeeni  to  apprehend ; 
and  thai  it-will  onlv  more  efieciually  conaign  the 
guillf  into  the  hands  of  jaatice. 

Mr.  H.  NELaaN.— As  the  moiion  to  reject  the 
biltmeeta  my  most  hearty  approbation,  and  a*  I 
consider  it  iorolTJog  a  great  national  question,  I 
caoDoi  reconcilaij  to  my  duty  to  gire  a  sileot  rote 
OD  it.  I  sball,  boweTer,  in  order  lo  avoid  an  un- 
necessary consaoipiioD  of  the  time  of  Iha  House, 
ofler  my  remarks  in  as  concise  &  compaia  aa  pos- 
■ible.  I  shall  first  coDsid«r  the  nature  of  the  writ 
of  habeaa  corpus;  after  wards  examine  its  effects, 
nol  only  on  the  individnal,  but  on  the  community 
It  large;  taking  ioto  Tiejrihe  mode  of  proceeding 
noder  it,  lo  show,  as  1  conceive,  that  no  danger 
can  ensue,  on  the  refii^al  to  pass-  this  hill.  . 

What  is  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  7  It  is  a  writ 
directing  a  ceitaln  person  in  custody  to  be  brought 
before  a  tribunal  of  justice, to  inqnire  into  the  le- 
nity of  hiscooGuement.  If  the  jndge  is  of  opin- 
ion that  tbe  confiaemenf  is  illegal,  the  person  will 
of  coarse  be' discharged ;  if,  on  the  contrary,  from 
the  evideDce,  be  «liall  be  of  opinion  that  there  is 
nifficieitt  grounds  to  suspect  that  he  is  guitlj  of 
offence,  he  will  not  be  dischfrged.  Now,  to  me, 
it  appears  that  Ihis  is  a  proper  and  neces^- 
ry  power  to  be  vested  in  oar  judges,  and  that  a 
suspension  of  the  writ  of  habeas  eoi^os  is,  in  all 
eases,  improper.    If  a  man  is  taken  up,  and  is  de- 


nied all  eiatnioaliop  before  a  judge 
,  althoagb  iooocent,  in  tnjs 
r  confinemehL    This,  in  my  opini 


case,  continue 


dangerous  10  tbe  liberty  of  tbe  citizen.  He  may 
be  taken  up  on  rsgue  suapicicHi,  and  may  not  bnve 
his  case  examined  for  months,  or  eren  for  yeara. 
Would  not  this  bear  bard  upon  the  rights  of  the 

Let  us  turn  orer  a  leaf,  and  set  how  Ihe  Odv- 
etnmeot  staiids.  If  the  person  accused  i^  l^ally 
committed,  or  tf  it  shall  be  proved  that  b«  bas 
committed  any  offence,  the  jadge  will  say  that  he 
shall  not  be  released.,  If  he  nas  committed  an 
offcDce,  there  can  be  no  grounds  for  this  suspicion, 
because,  without  toch  Buapeosion,  he  wHl  not  be 
discharged,  becauFe  it  does  not  follow  that,  inae- 
mueb  as  a  men  has  a  right  to  demand  that  he  be 
brought  before  a  judge  bjr  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus, 
he  shall  therefore  be  discharged.  He'ts  only  bouoo 
to  examine  him,  and  if  he  finds  there  is  strong 
reason  lobeliere  he  has  committed  a  crime,  he 
may  remand  him  to  cooQnement. 

This  is  a  writ  of  right,  which  ought  to  exist 
under  all  Qoveramenta  on  earth.  What  right  ? 
The  right  of  being  examined  bv  the  tribunals  of 
his  country,  to  determine  whether  there  is  anj 
grooad  for  the  deprivarioo.  of  bis  liberty.  Is  tbis 
a  ri^ht  which  ought  to  be  suspended  merely  to 
gratify  the  apprebensionid  of  gentlemen  1  I  think 
not.  The  framers  oC  the  CoQatit.Utioa  have  said, 
"  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  hab^s  corpas  shall 
'  not  be  suspended,  extiept  when,  in  cases  of  inva- 
'(ion  nr  rebellion,  tbe  public  safety  shall  require. 
'it."  Well,but,sayatfaegeiitleni«nfromUaatacha- 


sett*,CBoaDyoDedeDy  that  this  is  a  rebellion?  It 
may  perhaps  be.  but  I  think  it  does  not  de^rn 
the  name^of  a  rebellion ;  it  is  a  little,  petty,  trifling, 
contemptible  thing,  led  on  byadeperate  tuan  ml 
the  bead  of  a  few  desperate  followers :  a  thing 
which  might  have  been  dangerous,  if  the  rirtue 
of  the  )KOple  bad  not  arrested  and  destroyed  it. 
Buladmitthai  it  is  a  rebellion;  will-every  ribellion 
iosiifr  a  suspension  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus? 
The  Constilutioo  says  "  the  priTtlege  of  the  writ 
'  of  habeas  corpus  shall  not  be  suspentjed,  except 
'  when,  in  iases  of  invasion  or  rebellion,  the  public 
'  safety  shall  re(j|uire  iL"  Does,  then,  the  public 
safety  require  this  suspension  1  Does  tbeCooiti- 
tutioD  justify  it?  Andj  under,  present  circuHH 
EtBnces,  confininga  man  in  prison  without  a  cause. 
There  is  no  danger,  tbe  en^my  is  not  at  our  door; 
there  is  no  invasion ;  and  yet  we  are  called  upon 
lo  suspend  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus.  This  pr^ 
cedent,  let  me  tell  gentlemen,  may  be  a  ruinous, 
may  be  a  most  damnable  precedent-7-B  i^eca- 
dent  which,  hereafter,  may  be  most  flasrantly 
abused.  Tbe  Kxecntive  may  wish  to  malie  lue 
of  more  energetic  measures  than  the  establish- 
ed laws  of  tbe  land  enable  him  to  do;  he  will 
resort  to  this  as  a  precedent,  and  this  import- 
ant privilege  will  be  susnended  at  the  smallest 
appearanne  of  danger.'  The  effecfwil)  be,  that 
whenever  a  man  is  at  the  head  of  our  affairs,  who 
wishes  to  oppress  or  wreak  bis  vengeance  on  those 
who  are  opposed  to  him,  he  will  Ay  to  this  as  n 
precedent;  it  will  truly  be  a  precedent  fraught 
with  the  greatest  danger;  a  presedent  which 
ought  not  to  be  set,  except  in  a  case  of  the  great- 
est necessity  ;  indeed,  I  Can  hsidly  cootemplale 
a  case  iu  which,  ia  my  opinion,  it  can  be  ne- 

In  my  opinion,  tl^ia  is  a  meUure  which  ought 
never  to  be  propcued,  unless  when  the  country  ia 
so  cormpl  that  we  cannot  even  trust  tbe  judges 
themselves.  This,  I  consider  the  cause  of  the  ire- 
quent  suspension  of  thia  pririlege  in  England. 
Whenever  tbe  whole  ma^  of  society  becomes  con- 
laminated,  and  the  officers  of  tbe  judicial  court 
are  so  far  corrupted  as  to  counteoance  rebellion, 
and  release  rebels  from  their  cooGoement,  it  may- 
be then  time  to  say,  they  shall  no  longer  remain 
in  yonr  hands ;  we  will  take  them  from  you.  But 
I  apprehend  there  isnosocbdaogerheretand  Ire- 
peat  it,  we  are  at  once  creating  one  ot  the  most 
dangerout  precedents,  and  passing  one  of  the  most 
unjust  acts  that  was  ever  proposed. 

Mr.  SLOAN.—At  the  same  time  that  I  expres* 
my  purpose  to  vote  on  the  same  side  with  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland,  I  shall  take  the  liberty 
of  assigning  rety  different  reasons  for  my  vote 
from  those  offeied  by  him.  Tbe  gentleman  from 
Virginia  has  mentioned  two  preceding  insurrec- 
tions, which  he  considers  of  much  greater  magni- 
tude than  this.  lamofadifferent opinion.  Com- 
pared to  this,  I  consider  them  as  only  a  drop  to 
the  bucket.  For  a  moment,  lei  me  »A  the  altea- 
lion  of  gentlemen  tq  those  insurrections,  or  as  I 
think  they  might,  with  more  correctness,  he  term- 
ed, opposition*  to  Govern  meat.  In  conseqaence 
ofoertsincitiseiMibiakiog  iheioseires  aggtierad 
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b]t  certain  ictK,  in  which  the^  hive  been,  in  aom« 
measure,  iutilified  by  ibeir  sabsequenl  repeal,  a> 
bandful  of  people  raised  in  oppaaition  10  their  e»- 
eeutioQ.  Wba[  analoejr  do  those -appositieiu 
bear  id  this  rebellioD'T  I  consLder  the  late  or  pres- 
ent conspiracy  to  be  of  greater  ma^iiutte  than 
any  we  know  of  in  hiatoiy.  Under  wbM  auibor- 
ity  has  ii  been  created  1  Under  tliat  of  a  man  of 
great  sbilitiea  and  experience,  who  aiates  that  be 
ezpocts  enCDuragemeDt  from  foreign  nation*.  I 
do  not  pretend  to  say  that  this  ii  a  fact;  but 
what  has  be  done  ?  Hia  he  not  drawn  resources 
from  every  part  of  the  Union  ?  I,  tberefore,  con- 
sider it  ot  {Treat  magnitude,  and  it  is  certainly 
excited  against  the  beat  Oovernment  on  earth,  uo- 
'  der  which  the  people  pnjoy  the  greatest  happiness 
1  ^b11,  however,  rote  arainAt  the  bill,  under  the 
belief  that  we  nuy  contitlently  rely  on  the  love 
and  affection  of  ibe  people  for  their  Government, 
to  which  we  are  already  probably  indebted  for  its 
suppression.  .Had  this  measure  been  brought  for- 
ward a  jnonth  or  sis  weeks  ^«,  I  should  have 
Toted  for  it.  " 

Mr.  Binwiii.t.aaid,  although  he  was  not  satisfied 
of  the  necessity  of  pasainr  this  bill,  be  was  not 

Dared  10  reject  it,  in  its  preaent  siagfe.  A»it 
received  the  sanction  of  the  Senate,  he  was 
disposed  to  treat  it.aa  a  sutrject  worthy  of  discus- 
sion and  deiiberation,  by  referring  it^  in  (he  usual 
course,  to  a  Committee  of  tbewbole  House. 

Before  the  passing  of  any  bill  of  this  nature, 
the  House  ought  to  hate  satisfactory  proof  (hat  a-, 
rebellion  in  fact  existed  (for  there  was  no  pretence 
of  an  invasion)  and  that  the  public  safety  required 
a  suspension  of  the  privilege  of  habeai  corpus. 
By  the  l«rms  of  the  Constitution,  both  of  these 
pre-requisites  must  concur,  to  authorize  the  meas- 
un.  The  first  inquiry  would  naturally  turn  upap 
tbs  exiatence  of  a  rebellion.  -  On  that  point  he  bad 
uo  doubt.  To  ooostitute  a  refaelUoa,  m  the  sense 
of  the  Constitution,  he  did  not  tbinlc  it  necessary 
thai  a  battle  should  have  been  foilght,  or  even  a 
aingle  gun  fired.  If  troops  were .  eoliated,  asasm- 
Ued,  organized,  and  armnl.  for  the  purpose  of  ef- 
fMliny  a  Ireaaonable  object,  it  amounted  to  actual 
TsbeUion.  Sqcb  was  the  existing  si^e  of  ihinfs. 
The  poUia  notoriety  of  the  fact  was,  perhaps,  suf- 
ficient etideace  for  the  Legidatiire  to  act  upon, 
if  necessary ;  but  they  had  also  the  official  aiaie- 
mentof.tba  Presitlenl  to  that  effeat.  He  had,- 
therdbre,  M  doubt  of  the  existence  of  a  rcbdlion, 
and  that,  too,  of  a  more  wanton  and  malignant 
chsraeter  than  any  insurrection  Which  had  nere- 
tofore  been  raised  a^intf  our  Govrrnmenti  for 
it  had  not  been  occasioned  by  any  grierances,  real 
OT  imaginary,  but  must,  hare  originated  ia  me- 
livea  ofperaonal  ambition  or  some  more  nnworlby 
paasioi. 

An  existing  rebellioD,  however,  even  .of  tbii 
aggravated  description,  was  not  alone  sufficient  to 
justify  a  auapeniien  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus. 
To  bring  it  within  Cooslitntional  JustificaitQP,  it 
inuat  be  required  by  the  public  safety.  That  waa 
a  matter  of  opinion,  rather  than  of  fact.  He  was 
convinced  that  the  proposed  auspension  was  not 
requisite  for  the  purpose  of  suppiessing  the  con> 


spiracy ;  for  by  the  vigilance  and  energy  of  ofxr 
Executive  Govemmeot,  seconded  and  supported 
by  the  exertions  of  parueular  States  and  Territo- 
ries and  the  army,  this  deep  laid  conspiracy  was 
already  in  a  good  measure  suppressed,  and  he 
trusted  the  means  now  in  operation  would  com- 
plete the  MppressioD.  A  suspeaaion  of  ibe  habeas 
cOT|Wa  could  not  be  neoeeaary,  except  for  the  de- 
tection and  conviction  of  the  conepiraiors.  A 
thorough  iovesiigaiion  ought  undoubtedly  to  be 
made.  If  any  persona,  Qoncerned  in  the  conspi- 
racy, were  arrested  id  situations  which  precluded 
an!  imin'ediate  production  of  such  evidence,  ■• 
would  warrant  their  confinement,  justice  would 
require  that  they  ahould  be  detained  until  the 
proper  evidence  eould  be  procured }  but  in  the 
mean  lime  they  mi^htlie  discharged  by  virtue  of 
a  habeas  corpus;  lor,  though  he  agreed  with  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr.  N&lsok)  in  the 
Importance  and  utility  of  this  writ,  be  could  not 
subscribe  to  the  doctiina  which  he  understood 
that  gentleman  to  maintain,  that  it  frould  entitle 
a  person  to  a  discbarge  only  for  causes  of  irregu- 
larity in  the  aueat.  Want  of  legal  evidence  to 
show,  by  oath  or  affirmation,  piooable  caiue  for 
detention,  would  be  a  ground  of  discbargci.  In 
ordinary  caaea,  indeed,  the  release  and  escape  of 
a  guilty  person,,  for  such  want  of  evidence,  was 
esteemed  a  sioaller  evil,  tban  a  denial  of  the  com- 
mon privilege.  If  it  were  so,  in  respe<ct  to  thia 
conspiracy,  there  was,  in  his  opinion,  no  good 
reason  for  passing  this  bHl.  That  was  a  point, 
vrhich  appeared  lo  hint  worthy  of  some  dehbera- 

It  had  been  mentit>Ded,  in  the  debate,  that  ia 
the  whole  history  of  our  Oovernment,  notwiih- 
standiiig  ttyo  insurrections,  the  habeas  corpus  bad, 
in  oo  instance,  been  suspended.  It  was  true. 
But  an  instance  bad  been  nited  from  one  of  the 
States.  During  the  insurrection  in  MassachuaelU 
there  was  such  a  snspenaioo,  in  puisoancA  of  a 
ConstitutToaal  provision;  and,  it.  waa  geneially 
acknowledged  to  have  been  a  necessary  and  salu- 
tary measure.  He  had  never  understood  that  it 
waa  abused,  or  that  it  was  considered  by  the  peo- 
ple of  that  State  a  dangerous  example.  It  was 
justified  by  the  occasion.  But  it  did  not,  there- 
fore, foUow  that  a  similar  aospension  would  be 
justifiable  on  this  occasion.  That  must'  depend 
on  the  present  alate  and  eircumstanoes  of.  the  na- 
tion. Although  a  lebellion  exisUd,  be  was  not 
aatiified  that  the  public  safety  required  so  strong 
and  severe  a  measuie.  But,  as  it  was  an  import- 
ant question,  on  which  the  House  had  not  yet 
taken  time  to  deliberate,  he  was  willing  chat  ibe 
bill  should  go,  according  to  the  usual  courae  of. 
proceeding,  to  a  Comnuuee  of  the  Whole;  and 
therefore,  ne  should  not  give  tii*  vole  for  leject- 
ing  it  in  the  present  state. 

Mr.  J.  RAMnoLpH,— 1  shall  give  my  vote  in  a 


very  different  manner  from  (be  gentleman  who 
has  just  sat  down.  I  was  extremely  happy  to 
witness  the  vcJ'y  prompt  and  decided  opposition 
this  measure  received  m  the  House,  and  Irom  the 
quarter  wbeoce  that  opposition  originated ;  and  I  ' 
subscribe  with  great  pleasure  to  the  wUDd  Con- 
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■titationl  doeirloe,  which  ihe  ggnilw—ii '  ffom 
PantisjrlraDik  advioced  ibis  moraiu,  btfwv  <aur 
<ooM  were  opm^d.  We'^re  now  lora  that  ta  xf- 
jcei  tbii  bill  at  it*  6ru  remding,.will  he  to  depart 
fiwn  ibe  OEQ^I  eoane  or  pfoc«MHig  in  thit  Hoyse, 
and  an  attempt  m  made  (q  eoliat  the  f^iogti  of 
nembcn  Mt  far  at  Jeasi  as  lo  permit  ihe  bill  to  pro- 
^eat  one  Btep  fariber.  that  w«  mttj  avoid  viola- 
Ubk  that  deeMWD  t>bkh  ousht  to  ba,oba«tved  ba- 
Iweaa  Um  taro  Hawea.  I  do  not,  liawerer,  eoi^ 
aktei  thS'  lubJMl  ia  thia  light.  I  conoaiTe,  on  Iha 
•QDtranF,  it  ii  aa  eomppteot  to  ua  tp  iweet  the  bill 
•o  iufiraiatoB  ^;  otbcrteading.  Iwellreool' 
laalthataboat  eight  afeara  ma  u  important  bit) 
waa  aiBiiggled  througb  the  .Houk  by  Ihi*  fastidi- 
•ttaioodeof  paoeetdi^  QentlnoeB  Ware  altered 
from  their  taoaeH  vptabfti,  and  fioally,  fay  fiiKtae 
and  maaagemesl,  (tie  bill  was  cfirrKHl-  throu^ 
the  HtWMv-  t  undcfaiand  thpt  thia  coniii^  it'pitf 
•ned  bf  tba  other  branch  o(  the  Lrgialatnre  mi 
bill*  earried  from  thia  Hoiue;  and  (  IwlieTe  it 
will  be  round  that  with  regand  to  the  tiaantc  of 
bilU  be^weca  the  two  Hoax*,  (he-  coarea  of  pr^ 
eedure  -so  ibe  part  bf  this  Qouae  ia  more  libaral 
than  that  punted  tij  the  other.  For  I.do  net  r»- 
aulUiot  a  sinfle  iiutance  in  .which  the  rote  of  a 
lingfe  member  oaD  ^op  the  paasage-ola  bill  in 
this  Hou*e  reaeited  from  the  ether  Draaek  of  iha 
Legialalurc.  I,  therefore,  feel  ^o  tc^uples  on  thi« 
more.  1  think  ii  jUat  aa  wall  to  a«v,  that  we  vill 
peinit  thia  hiU  to  paat  to  a  teegad  or  thin)  read- 
wg.aatoujF  that  (bon^h  we  aw-oppoaed  te  the 
principle  eoDtaified  in  a.reeoliHiao  which  may 
atiginate  in  ibi*  Houae,  we  nevenjtcleas  permit  a 
•ommitleelo  bring  in  abill  taoarrf  it  iatoefl^l, 
beeaaae  we  may.  2«8tfOf  tbe  bill  at  itaiaat  uage. 
Thie  aspean  to  he  a  strange  oovrw  af  reaaoKinif. 
It  ia  like  permitting  rM>rKlTee  lo  ba  botind  in 
ebain*  that  }oii  may  M  la«a«d  again,  or  g^V  io- 
ta prtioatb«tvB«  may  afterwardacomeeuk  Gen- 
demea  ulk  at  the  proprieljr'  of  diaetMaiw  thia  autr- 
jeei,  bat  when  a  Mti|eBt  i«  no-elear  that  arerjr 
ma«  bta  laade  up  his  mind  upon  ib  where  ia  th« 
Med  p(  ditOHpaion  t  If  it  ia  not  ae  eUar,  will  aar 
(niteomn  my  that  ilie  dJMumion -aawiwd,  in 
whtefa  evefjr  mamber  has  a  ri^grit  to  ipeak  twiee^ 
which  is  DBoe  more  ia  my  opioion  thaa  ii  neaei- 
mry,  wiU  bM  ba  auffioirai  M  4eeeiap  all  the  mer- 
ittand  demeritsoribtbitll  WillgeMlamen un- 
4enak«.  to  say,  if-  every  member  (hall  gift  iba 
mtwe,  or  as  it  may  bc^  crude^  anggcatiane  of  hi* 
mi«d,^t  the  w^ret.  will  nut  be  sufficiently  dia- 
ODased,  md  lead  to  the  formaliou  «r  a  correcr 
jadfaaeM:?  I  belreve  it  wilL  And  therefore)  o* 
Ibis  groaad,  a  bill  ma*  u  wall  be  ttacided  in 
ilB  pretext  .stage  a>  beicwe  a  Conamiitee  of  the 
Whole. 

Some  gentlemea,  to  n^ram  I  have  listened  with 
conaideraUe  graiJfi cation,  tell  «■  that,  oui  of  re- 
KpeM  to  the  aiber  branch,  weought  not  at  (hi* 
time  to  r^i«ct  the  bill.  I  however,  feel  no  tucb 
reapeel  on  this  oocasion.  an<l'  (ball  exprew  Boae. 
Oa  Ibe  contrary,  1  an  free  lo  declare,  that  when 
a  meaaqre^  tending  to  impoae  a  burden  on  the 
people,  or  to  deiraut  from  the  prtvilc^s  'of  the 
eitizeD.  cornea  from  that  quarter,  I  auU  Almya 
tlb  Coa.  id  Ssas. — 14 


view  it  with  jealousy.  The  iaeqnalit;  oftbe  nt- 
resenlslioD  ia  tt^t  braseh,  ibc  long  tenure  ofM' 
Gee,  and  the  eustom  with  which  ihey  aresa  fami- 
liar of  cooduciing  their  proceediogs  in  conclave, 
(the  Hous«  will  reoolleoi  hov  long  tl  wa*  aftei 
ihe  ndopiioa  ofibe  Oauiiiuiion  beiore  ibe  public 
iwuld  gel  ad  ruiasioD  iqio  tbeir  iw<q)enny  gaiyetj^ 
reeder  all  their  jftTOceedines,  iou«bihg  tbe  publt« 
hnpdeBs,  or  the  l^riiei  oi  ibe  people,  highly  sna- 
picioit.  And  to  «ay  tbe  ttuttu  1  am  not  at  ell 
surprised  ih«t  ihey  did  cloie  their  door*  on  thii 
occauoo,  that  lh*y  might  noi  be  under  the  insiwa- 
ti9n  of  the.  pulilic  eye,  while  tbey  were  patsing 
ibe.bill  OB  the  labie.  I  say  ia,  beeeine  I  am  wil> 
ling  to  abide  by  the  good  old  .principle  of  judging 
all  niea  by  myself^  anft  ifl  bad  ioiroduMd  atKha 
bill,  I  sfiould'have  bteQ  glad  my  name  did  not  a^ 
pAr.  on  the  jooruals,  that  the'  public  might  not 
kaoW  to  whom  ihey  ware  indebted  ioi  aaeli  it 
precedaM. 

I  have  aoqibar  objeciion  t»'ihe  bill,  bnideathat 
of  the  quarter  from  which  it  originated,  or  the 
ntwiDer  in  which  ii  h|i'  been  presenied  to  the 
House.  It  appears  to  my  mind  like  «i  obliqaa 
aiiempl  to  cover  a  certain  depBrture  from  an  es- 
labluhed  law  of  the  land,  and  a  certain  violalioB 
of  the  CooiiiituiioQ  of  the  United  States,  which 
we  are  told  have  been  commiiied  In  this  country. 
Sit,  recollect  that- Congress  ibef  oo  the  first  Qf 
December,  that  the  PtGsideat  baid  infoNnation  of 
the  ioeipieni  stage  of  tbiscaaspiracjr  about  tbe  last 
af  Elepiembcr — Uat  ibe  proclamation  iasue^  he- 
fore  Coggreta  met,  and  yet  timt  no  suMestiao, 
either  ftom  the  Executive  or  from  either Itranch 
of  the  LegasUluie,  haslraa^red  touahiog  the  pro* 
^eiy  of  auapepdiDg  tha  writ  of  boheu  aorpua 
until  th,ia  violation  hat  taken  place.  I  ivill  nevai 
a^rae  in  ^is  side-iray  to  corer  up  inch  a  vioU* 
lion,  by  a . proceeding  highly  dangerou*  lo  the 
Ii  h«  rky  of  [be  country ,  o  r  lo  agree  iha^  t  b  i  s  in  val  u  able 
privilege  fhall  be  saspeodcd.  befsause  it  ba*  been 
already  vialated>and  suspended,  toa after  the  eaiue, 
if  any  there  was,  for  it  ha«  ceased  to  exist.  No, 
I  ffUA  to  be  true  to  those  prinetples  which  I  Itave 
cooBianily  maintaioed,  aao,  Qvd  willing,  ever  will 
mAinitin  to  long  as  f  have  a  seat  on  this  floor,  or 
b»velife.  It  h^luve(|jf«re  been-tbe  glory  of  those 
with  vbom  I  have  a«ted,  that  i«  aU  eur  battlea 
we^eeeomhadedfwlhe  priocipleaof  lheC<)n- 
stiiutisn  aad  the  laws  of  our  eonaity,  in  tba  per* 
sons  of  these  in  irhieb'they  have  been  attempted 
to  be  violalcd,  however  infamoas  and  coalempti- 
ble.  When  thoae  principles  ware  prostrated  un- 
der the  Sedition  law,  wliat  did  we  say  7  That 
the  chuacter  of  the  man  accused  could  noichaaga 
Ihe  lawaaf  the  laqd,  or  impair  bis  rights— that 
we  would  support  the  Conidiiutional  rights  of  the 
citizen,  in  tbe  person  of  tbe  meaotasi  reptile,  ai 
well  aa  in  tbe  persoas  of  those  who  ucenpy  the 
highesl.ittli0Bs  inaociety.  We  have  doue  *0 — 
let  UBooolinuetodo  so,  regardless  of  popularclamor 
or  odium,  and  we  shall  still  continue  to  find  our- 
selves on  true  ground.  We  never  inquired  what 
kind  of  n  man  Callendi-r  was— we  said,  such  is  the 
law  and  the  Conatiiuiion  {  let  justice  lake  ila 
eoune.    1  oould  ^uoie  other  example*  equally 
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Jamoibt,  180T. 


siTODg-,  but  iD  defereDce  to.ihe  reeling*  of  the 
House  1  shall  desiat  from  doing  it; 

I  beg  pardon  for  detatcing'  ihe'HouM  u>  long. 
I  will  boweter,  endearor  to  ezpresa  the  remain-' 
ing  |dei«  I  bave  to  offer, in  a  fev  Words.  There 
is  another  consideration  which  renders  ttiis  bill 
liighlf  objectionable.  I  consider  ihe  eise  as  now 
at  issue,  wbethet  the  U^iied  States  is  under  a 
military  or  civil  ^oVernmep^  or,  in  other  words, 
whether  the  mihtarr  ^OTernment  is  aubject  to 
the  cJTil  power,  or  the  civil  auihoritf  to  the  mili- 
tary. I  conceive  that  a  case  has  Occurrei},  in 
which  the  military  has  not  onljr  nsnrped  th^  civil ' 
aDthqrity,  but  in  which  it  has  usul-ped  nothing 
■hort  ,of  omnipoteat  power ;  and  I  consider  ibis 
bill  ■■  caltnilaied  to  givea  softening  and  smoothinf; 
over  to  this  nsurpation ;  and  on  this  gronod  I 
cannot  SMent  to  it.  Suppose  this  bill  either  to 
pan  or  not  to  pass,  what  has  been  the  pracilcr 
nndertheCoDslilniion?  '  Br  the  expression  under 
the  Consiitution,  I  do  not  meaneonfomiBblf  to 
iL-  Hen  have  baen  taken  up  bv  «  military  tribU' 
nal,  and  have  been  transported  contrary  to  law. 
I  say  transported,  for  if  a  man  con  be  transported 
from  the  district  where  the  offence  with  which  he 
is  charged  was  committed,  he  may  also  be  deported 
to  Cayenne,  or  traosported  to  Botany  Bay.  And 
even  you  yourself,  (addressing  the  Speaker)  if 
flUch  acts  be  sanctioned  by  this  bill,  in  your  passage 
from  this  House  to  your  lodgings,  may  be  arrested, 
ptil  on  board  a  vessel  and  carried  whithersoever 
the  military  lauihorily  may  chopse.  To  this  I 
will  never  give  my  consent.  It  bas  been  very 
well  remarked  by  mv  colleague,  that  this  is  not 
ibe  first  case  in  which  an  insnrrection  has  twcut- 
red  in  the  United  States,  but  tl^at  it  is  the  firit 
ease  in  which  an  atlompt  has  been  made  to  sus- 
pend Ihe  precious  privilege  or  the  writ  of  habeas 

I  put  it  to  any  manj  whether,  now  (hat  we 
have  received  iniomaaiton  of  the  extant  of  this 
conspiracy,  and  when  we  find  that  Catiline,  Ceth- 
egus,  and  Leoiutus.  have  not  as  many  h^tbR  con- 
spirators as  tbemaelves,  this  conspiracy  is  eqhal  to 
tnat  in  Peoosylvaoia  in  1794  or  1796 1  In  physi- 
cal force  it  is  not  comparable  to  it,  however  in 
intellectual  talent  it  may  be.  iconceive  then  that 
according  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
there  in  but  one  case  in  which  the  writ  of  habeas 
Cotpas  can  be  suspended,  and  I  should  notgo  into 
this  view  of  the  snbjeci,  if  it  had  not  been  mis- 
atated  by  all  those  who  have  preceded  me  in  the 
debate.  Hy  view  of  the  stibject  is  lbi« — that  this 
privilege  can  only  b«  suspended  in  oaaes,  in  which, 
not  merely  the  public  safety  requires  it,  bntihat 
the  case  of  ihe  public  safety  requiring  it,  must  be 
united  with  actual  invasion  or  actual  rebellion. 
Now,  with  whatever  epithets  gentletnen  may  dig- 
nify this  conspiracy,  I  am  net  even  of  the  opinion 
of  the  gentlernan  from  Maryland  (Mr.  R.  Nel- 
■on)— 'T  think  it  nothing  morei  nor  less  than  an 
iDtrigue — and  I  am  happy  that  I  can  declare  on  the 
faonor^  not  of  a  soldier,  but  of  a  citizen,  that  I  be- 
lieve It  to  be  a  foreign  intrigue,  availing  itself  of 
domestic  materials  for  answering  its  purpo^jes,  and 
poor  indeed  moat  be  the  SOU  of  ibis,  or  of  any 


Other  ftate  of  society,  which,  would  not  famirit 
such  materials. 

A  gentleman  fnnn  Massachusetts  baa  staled  lo 
the  House  that  the  organization  and  admiRisiia- 
tion  of  the  Qovernnient,  at  (his  time,  forbids  the 
apprehension  of  any  abuse  being  mad^  of  the 
powers  delegated  (inder  this  law.  'Sorely,  sir, 
the  sentlemaii  could  not  mean  to  urge  this  as 
anything  new.  He  must  have  known,  If  be  had 
consulted  histcfty— as  doubtless  he  has — that  the 
king  de  facto,  and  tlie  admioistratipn  de  Jacto,  are 
always  above  suspicion.  That  there  never  was  a 
proposition  brought  fonrard,  that  did  not  find  a 
majority  ready  to  say.  There  is,  surely,  no  dangn 
of  any  improper  use  ol  tbi*  power  in  our  time, 
for  we  are  all  honorable  men,  and  we  would  not 
delegate  it,  if  an  improper  use  could  be  made  of 
it;  and  that,  if  we  reject  a  measure,  .we  ought 
not  to  do  it  so  much  on  aceouat  of  ourselves,  at 
on  account  of  those  who  eome  after  us.  Aitd 
what  will  Ihoiej  Who  come  after  us  say  of  ns  1 
They  will  follow  our  eialnjile,  and  declare  that 
the  cbatacier  of  their  forefathers  was  above  every 
doubt  and  every  suspicion.  Now,  for  myself,! 
beg  leave  to  be' permitted  to  disclaim  every  argii- 
ment  of  ibis  kind.  I-do  not,  indeed,  consider  it 
fair  to  introduce  such  an  argument  Let  us  take 
up  the  question  on  its  own  merits  and  demerits, 
without  any  allusion  of  reference  to  our  own  vir- 
tues, or  the  degeneracy  of  posterity.  For  myself 
I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  I  will  not  grant 
Ibis  powCi'atany  time,  except  under  the  moat  im- 
perious necessity;  anij  I  say  ibis  without  any  dis- 
respect to  tfai^  honorable  body,  or  to  any  of  the 
Eublic  functionaries.  Take  man  as  he  ie,  and  in 
is  best  estate,  you  find  him  an  animal  prone  to 
abuse  and  corruption.  There  does  not  exist  a 
single  constitution  or  law  in  the  world,  that  does 
jioi  enforce  thi^  salutary  trnth. 

I  shall  consider  this  bill,  if  it  passes,  as  estaV 
lishiog  a  new  en  in  the  Qovernmenl.  When  I 
was  a  ooy,  I  recollect  to  have  coiHulted  auoh  chro- 
niilogicnl  tables  as  I  could  get  access  to.  I  reeol- 
leotto  have  read,  that  aia-certain  time,  monarchy 
was  abolished  in  Rome  \  a  little  while  after^  tbe 
first  Dictator  waa,  named ;  then  the  second  Dicta- 
tor— ^od  I  believ&  as  in  a  ease  of  apoplexy,  aha 
scarcely  got  over  tae  third  fit '  1  believe  a  suspen- 
sion of  tM  writ  of  habeas  eorpns  might  hsv^  here. 
Ihe  same  effect  ai  the  eatablishment  of  the  flrat 
Dictatorship  -at  Rome.  In  what  sitoai  ion  -wonU 
il  place  yourselves  and  the  citizeDs  of  this  coaa- 
tryT  It  would  leave  them  at  the  mercy,  not 
merelyof  a  justice  of  tbe  peace,  but  at  the  mercy 
of  every  subaltern  ofGcer  of  the  army  and  navy. 
I  believe  i)^  would  comport  as  much  with  the 
safety  and  interest  of  this  Confederacy  ti 


worthy  as  they.  And,  let  me  ask,  what  compen- 
satioo  to  an  innocent  man,  to  a  man  of  honor 
and  feeling,  to  a  man  of  character,  who  sbanid  ha 
tied  neck  and  heels  and  sent  off  to  Now  Orleans, 
and  who  should  ultimately  be  proved  to  be  taiio- 
cent—f  ask  what  eompensatioa  -it  woold  be  to 
him  to  bring  an  action  of  damages?    Against 
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whortt  1  A  man  without  visible  property  1  And 
what  aeiioo  t  An  aciioa  oa.the  most  mercenarr 
nriaciple-  To  be  iademaifed  in  his  fame  by  dol- 
Urs  aod  cents.  The  iojury  would  be  irreparable. 
At  present,  all  stand  -under  ibe  law.  If  any  one 
offend,  let  bim  b«  brought  under  it.  But,  in  th/s 
wsyjto.putaluan  in  ary  oyster  boat,  or  skipper,  and 
tr&DEport  bim  to  a  disiaoce  from  the  pltice  of  liia 
attest,  aod  tbep  say  he  shall  have  a  remedy,  in  cue 
gf  his  iniioCence,  against  an  ioferiot  o&cer.  is.ab- 
rard.  If  we  pass  such  a  bill,  which  Qod  forbid  I  it 
ahould  eootam  a  la:^  appropriaiioa,  and  QavaniT 
ment  tltould  be  oblige  to  make  good  the  iojuied 
party — Co  afford JuiU'  redress.  Isajr  they  should 
^rant  a  large  appropriation,  for,  it  is  not  for  men' 
with  epauleiB  aad  gold'  buttons  to  make  repgra* 
tipn.  If  the  bill  passes,  we  are  told  it  will  b«  but. 
lemporarf .  iWhy,  the,SediiioD,law  was  but  tem- 
porary ;  and  1  Ibiok,  sir,  (alkidiiig'to  the  Speak- 
.er)  you  were  one  of  those  who  aided  its  passage — 
much  against  your  wiU-^by  .being-  present  at  the 
altar  when  il  was  more  than  once  re-enacted.  As 
to  its  thfee  maatbs'  eoniinoance,  1  consider  that 
as  one  of  the  mont  objecCionable  features  of  the 
bill — as  a  bait  to  tlte  trap ;  as  the. entering  wedge. 
If  'it  is  madereconcilable'lo  the'interests  and  feel- 
ings of  this  Hodse  to  pass  it  for  three  months,  do 
yeu  think  we  will  then  feel  the  same  lively  repug.- 
nance  to  it  that  we  new  do?  No!  Il  bal  been 
truly  said,  thst  no  man  becMne  perfectly  wicked 
at  once ;  and  it  may  be  affirmed,  with  equal  truth, 
thatanaliDnianeverenslavedatonee.  Menmilst 
be  initialed  by  degrees,  and  their  repugnance  mast 
be  gradually  overcome.  Let  me  state  a  case.  It 
is  proposed  to ,  extend  the  time  a(  service  ,of  the' 
Executive  Masislrate  from  four,  to  five,  or  eight 

Jeara,  or  for  life.  If  it  be  prolongbd  fbr  a  term, 
0  you  believe  we  shall  stop  at  Its  expiration  1 
Mot  Once  extended  for  life,  hcwill  then  claim 
the  power  to  chtnse  his8Bcce>sor,aod  the  heredi- 
tary principle  will  follow.  This  is  the  old  liick. 
Ijci  me,  however,  tell  gentlemen  that  old  birds  are 
not  to  be  caught  with  chaff  though,  unfortunately 
for  them,  the  maaa  of  mankind  ones  not  eoDsist  of 
oldbirdi.  PassoneoibeEtaw,andI  woaldtjniithe 
country.  A  twin  brother  to  this  same  bill  was 
introduced  into  the  British  Parliament  in  1794; 
and  that  bill,  to  prevent  seditious  kssemblies,  'W93 
broDghtforward  for  aboutas  good  reasons  as  this. 
Acco,rdingibii,if  fourorfive  person »  assembled, 
and  refused,  on  the  notice  of  a  magistrate,  to  dis- 
perse, .^ey  were  considered  guilty  of  sedition,  and 
■^rere  dispersed  by  force.  These  two  bills  form  a 
eomplete.tyraony— and  tyranny  nf  the  most  odi- 
ous kind,  because  establ\shed  under  the  mask  of 
liberty.  Was  the  tyranny  of  Robespierre  less  in- 
tolerable, oppressive,  or  odious,  because  inflicted 
in  the  name  of  (be  people,  than  a  like  tyrandy  in 
Tarkey,  under  the  Grand  Seignior  and  his  Muf- 
tis ?  Take  one  other  thing  along  with  yoit.  These 
two  fatal  wounds,  inflict^  on  tlie  liberties  of-the 
Sn^ish  nation,  were  inQicted  by  the  man  who 
came  forward  in  the  character  of  a  reformer — by 
the  man  who  came  forward  as  the  advocate  of  a 
Farlismentary  reform ;  from  which  cireumsian 
he  aequucd  that  populant|r  whieli  eaabled  him 


:t  those  deadly  wounds  on  the  liberty  of  his 
oountry.    '  ■ 

Har)ng.said  to  much  with  regard  to  the  prin- 
ciple, permit  ma  to  add  one  word  on  the  details 
of^the  bill.  There  is  a  de[«rture  in  it  from  the 
known,  accustomed,  aod  received  laneuige  of  (he 
ConBiituIioo,  in  the  use  pf  the  word  "authority." 
The  words  are  "  warrant  or  authority."  The  ez- 
prestion  is,  inmy  opinion,  too  lax.  Perhaps,  we 
may  be  told,  that  (he  bill  may  be  aqieoded  on  the 
(bird  reading.  But  my'objecdon  to  the  principle 
contained  in  it  is  such,  that  1  will  not  consent  (o 
carry  to  a  ihiKl  reading  that,  which,  under  no 
anModnieati'can  be  rendered  palatable  to  my 
taste'.  Mr,  R.  gorncluded  by  observing  that  he 
had  BO  far  exhausted  himself  that  he  was  unable 

jgoon. 

Mr.  Skilib.— I  Bb*ll  not^Jelain  (he  House  loit^ 
by  (he  remarks  which  I  propose  to  make  on  this 
Bubjecl.  I  shall  waive  all  observalioifif  on  the 
mode  of  (troceeding-  on  this  occasion — whether 
We  shaU  reject  th«  billon  its  ffrs(.  or  suffer  it  (o 
go  to  a  second  reading.  The  question  is  now  put; 
ai>d  1  am  calh»d  upon  to  give  my  rote,  either  in 
the  affirmativQ  or  negative.  I,  therefore,  feel  tin- 
der a  necessity  to  put  my  negative  upon  il.  1  con- 
sider this  one  of  the  most  important  subjects  upon 
"which  we  have  been  called  .totiet.  It  isaquestion 
which  is  neither  more  nor  less  than,  whether  we 
shall  exercise  the  oalj  power  wi(h  which  we  are 
clo[hed,  to  repeal  an  inportani  part  of  the  Con- 
stitution t  It  is  in  this  ease  only,  that  we  have 
power  lb.  repeal  that  instrument.  Ai- suspension 
of-the  privitege  of  the  wtit  of  habeas  corpus  i^ 
in  alt  respects,  equivalent  to  repealing  that  essen- 
tial jiari  of  the  Constitution  which,  secures  that 
principle  whicb  baa  been  called,  in  (be  country 
where  ((originated,  the  '/palladtum  of  personu 
liberty."  If  we  recur  to  England,  we  shall  find 
that  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  in  that  country 
has  been  frequently  suspended.  But,  under  what 
citoom stances 'I  We  find  it  was  suspended  in 
the  year  1715,  but  whsC  was  the  ifitoalion  of  the 
country  at  that  time?  It  was  invaded  by  (he 
son  of  James  II.  There  was  a  rebellion  wi(htn 
the  khif^om,  and  anarmv  was  organised.  The 
same  tbin^  happened  in  tne  year  1745.  On  this 
occasion  it  was  found  necessary  to  suspend  it.  In 
latter  limesf  when  the  Qoverninent  bad  grown 
more'-corrupi,  We  bave  seen  it  suspended  for  an 
infinitely  less  cause.  'We  havetaten  from  the 
statute  book  of  this  country,  this  most  valtmUe 
part  of  our  Constitution.  The  conven(>on  who 
framed  that  instrument,  believing  that  there  might 
be  cases  when  it  would  be  necessary  (o  ves(  a  dis- 
cretionary power  in  (he  Executive,  have  consti- 
tuted the  Legistalare  the  judges  of  this  n'ecessitjr, 
and  the  onlyquestion  now  to  bedetermined' is. 
Does  this  necessity  exiBf?  There  must  either  be 
in  the  country  a  rebellion  or  an  invasion,  before 
sucb  an  act  can  be  passed.  I  really  doubt  whether 
either  of  these  exist.  I  really  doubt  whether  a 
single  law  of.  the  United  Suies  has  been,  as  yet, 
violated.  I  will  not  say  this  is  the  fact ;  but  I  do 
not  know  anything  fo  prove  the  contrary.  Bat, 
supposing  that  a  rebeUicn  does  exist,  we  are  tlua 


dbyGoO^le 


4S8 


BISTORT  07  coNeBsaa. 


424 


B.«fR. 


SktpeBMitmtf  Oe  WrU ijf  BaieM  CorptM. 


jAiM^n,  MOV. 


left  It  liberty  to  decide  whether  it  ia  «aeh  an  ont 
u  to  «DdaD|[er  tbe  price  of  socieif  to  such  i  de- 
gree ihat  DO  ordinarr  remedf  will  answenr  If  art 
ordioary  remedy  will  not,  it  ma*  be  ourvdaty  lo 
•pfily  an  exiraoidiDarr  one.  Whst  is  thii  mighty 
kauDesal  What  in  the  opiuiOD  of  the  Executive 
u  to  it*  dangler^  Doe*  he  coDoider  itdanK«T0us1 
It  ■■■  little  lemarkable  that,  is  every  iDttaacetiD- 
der  the  British  Gorenifneiit,  th«  propasiiioB  of 
neb  a  meaiare  or^ioaied  with  fbe  KiecniiTe-, 
wbile  here,  wilboal  aay  iDlimttHHi  of  dkngrr  from 
ttf  Sieentive,  wc  propou^  ob  out  owv  ■n^es' 
tiOD,  to  «URpMid  one  of  ihe  mvil  valoabl*  priTt- 
l^m  ihal  ia  Mcured  to  tb«  citizen.  Let  vi  attend 
to  the  comiauDieation  of  the  Preaid^ni  oif  thja 
a^jeeL  He  atata  that,  aciiOrdiag  to  his  lofor- 
naiiun,  the  personE  conoera^d  ia  the  conipiracy 
dcpead  on  receiving  two  kiadt  of  aid;  forvii;D 
aid,  and  aid  derived  m  their  own  country.  Afier 
giviDg  hii  opinion  of  the  foreign  aid  exited,  he 


"  Ob  (ha  whole,  Ou  ftgitJTaa  bom  Ae  Ohio,  wi4 
IbMt  aaaociatM  'from  Cnmberland,  tu  mj  other  pUoe 
bl  that  auartar,  cannot  IhieatKi  aariiiiia  aaogar  to  the 
dty  of  New  Orleaoa." 

The  P reaid en t  declares  (hat,  in  hia  ofiiaion,  there 
ii  DO  danger  to  be  apprebeodedi  With  regard  lo 
£wrigD  force,  he  BlBles  his  re*aona  for  thinkiog 
tbereia  oa  danger.  Aa  the  Message  ia  in  the 
iMDda  of  every  gcDtlemad,  there  can  rte  no  necea- 
■ity  for  me  to  read  it.  But,  be  explicilly  dwlvrea. 
from  tbetuie  of  onr  relations  with  other  nation*, 
diere  «an  be  do  danger  from  that  Quarter.  This 
kfiof  the  deliberate  opinion  of  the  Bieculive 
Uagiiirate,'  who  ia  more  deeply  reapoastble  on 
Ibia  oceaaioD  thao  nay  other  member  of'  the  Oov- 
•rameD^jisilDotnioaieEiraordiDBrythatweBhoetd 
MIempt  to  tafcestepa  wbichcaoonly  be  jOitiGed  in 
ttelaatieaort?  Are  centlcnMn  aware  of  the  dan- 
ger of  thia  precedentl  Thiaia  the  fini attetnpt 
flTCr  Dwde  Doder  the  Oaverameot  to  aaapMid  thia 
kw.  If  we  loapend  it  when  the  Bxeeative  teUa 
W  there  i«  no  daofer,  on  what  oecsaion  may  it 
■M  b«  uxpeoded  1  Let  oa  aoppoa*  that  >t  aball 
W  mpeDded  oa  ihii  oeeauan,  what  will  be  it* 
affect?  Paniea  will  probably  forevev  con  lions  to 
•liat  io  thia  country.  Let  ds  anppoae  s  predomi- 
■•Dt  party  to  coojore  «p  a  plot'  to  avenge  theoi- 
lelvea.  Do  aot  gentlemen  aee  ihatibe 
liberty  of  all  ibeir  eoemiea  woold  be  eodi 

•dl    I  meDtion  ihia  t»farewan  geDilamen 

Awgerooa  grovDd  before  them.  1  do  not  aay  that 
M(  oouotty  may  not,  at  soma  fatore  day,  be  in 
flseh  a  aitDitioD  «s  lo  jnalify  such  a  aaapenaioD, 
Wt  I  have  never  yet  seen  her  in  aueh  a  sitflatioD, 
•ad,  at  thia  moment,  I  think  it  doea  not  exiii. 
Wbco  we  ace  the  great  body  of  the  people  so 
irmly  aiiaobed  to  ibeir  Oovernmeat,  opght  we  to 
ke  Ihnsalarmed  on  behoUinge  fewdeiperaleand 
•nprineipted  men  atlempti&g.to  stir  up  an  insi  - 
raatioti?  There  ia  asotfaar  eonaideraiion  whi 
will  induce  me  to  give  my  bearty  negative  to  this 
hill.  If  foreign  naiioni  aee  that  we  are  obliiced, 
■nder  aucb  cironmHtaDCea,  to  aaapend  the  writ  of 
kabeaa  eorpua,  will  it  not  ahow  that  the  Conati- 
IBtioB  ia  bcaptbla  of  aoppor tiof  ilaetf^  wkfaoat 


the  Bp[dieaiioB  of  the  moat  dangerous  and  ex- 
tra ordinary  remedies  1 

Mr.  Dah*. — I  trndentaod  that  the  qaeeiion  la, 
whether  tbe  bill  shall  -be  rejected  on  Its  first  read- 
ing, wnhout  paasiag  ttrough  the  ordinary  forme 
of  proceeding.     In  such  eaaea,  the  ordinary  qvee* 
tioQ  i»,  (a  thefeaaything  in  the  bill  proper  for  tbe 
House  todeliberate  fipon  1    If  they  kre  of  epiniott 
that  it  can  be  modified  in  such  a  way'ea  to  insore 
laaage,  it  ought  to  go  lo  a  Committ^  of  tbe 
W&ule.    This  w«a  my  opinion  when  tbe  motioa 
IS  Srst  ntade  to  reject  tbe'  bill.    I  was  disposed 
vote  ag'imt^he  question;  alihougtt  the  bill  went 
..  repeaf  iheCoDsliioiioD.    I  have  been  acco^ 
tomed  io  view  the  privilege  of  thri  writ  oirbabew 
corpna  a*  the  most  glorious  ihvention  of  man.    I 
as  noiwithenndiag,  however,  from  a  respect  to 
-  le  other  branch  of  the  Legislatute,  disposed  to 
investigate  the  aohject — to  examine,  whether  ihere 
waa  any  Deccstfiy  for  It. .  At.  on  tbe  one  baod,  I 
was  inclined  CO  believe  that  ine  judgment  of  the 
Senate  had,  on  this  oecaaion,  been  tinged  by  > 
«troDg.  abbovreoee  of  rebellioa  ;  so  I  wan  witling, 
on  the  Mher,  to.  lake  tithe  togoard  inyielf  against 
equally  strong  feeling  of  Bhhorrenee  of  die- 
yn.    But,  on  one  ptinciple,  I  cannot  agree  to 
consiJer  this  bill  aa  a  proper  subject  of  inveati^- 
cn,  for  one  moment.     E  perceive,  on  farther  ex- 
ninaiioDof  the  bill,  Ihat  the  Senate  have  pro- 
ided  for  its  aycpensloa.  in  eaaee  where  persoas 
ive  been  already  presented.    Had  it  been  eott- 
fined  to  futur*  arrests,  I  mi^ttt  have  agreed  to 
deltherale  od  it,  bat  viewing  i(  io  tbe  light  of  a> 
sir  powl  fado  taw,  I  must  |[>ve  it  my  icslanfaiw- 
ons  neg  iiive.    There  is  anoiheT  principle,  whieb 
appears  to  me  highly  objectionable,    tt  •mhor> 
izea  the  arreat  of  persons,  not  merely  by  the  Prest- 
d«itt,  or  other  high  officers,  bat  by  any  persca 
acting  under  him.    I  imagine  this  to  be  whtrily 
wiihoni  precedent.    If  treason 'was  marctrlag  to 
force  Di  from  oar  aeats,  I  would  not  agree  to  do 
thia.'    Iwould  aotagree  Iho3io«lestroy»he  ftanda- 
menial  nrinciplea  of  the  CopsiiiutioB,  or  to  con- 
mit  such  an  Act,  efther  of  despotism  i»  pvsill*- 
nimiiy.    Under  thia  view  oftbe  subject,  I  ata 
dispoeed  to  reject  the  bill,  aa  containing  a  propo- 
sitiea  on  which  I  cannot  detiberate. 

Tbe  yeas  and  nays  were  then  lakeo  on  the  qoe»- 
tion, "  Shall  tbe  bill  be  rejected  1"— yeas  1 1^  naya 
19,  as  follows: 

YiAa— Willis  Aklan,  jr,  Imae  Aafcaiw.  David 
Bard,  Jwaah  BaAer,  BcmeU  Baaastt,  Giiarga  M. 
Bedinger,  BUaa  Betton,  William  Wi.  BiUn  Phaaaal 
Biahop,  John  Blake,  jr.,  Thomas .'Blonot,  Janea  H. 
Broom,  Robert  Brown,  John  Bovle,  William  A.  Bar- 
well,  WillUm  Butler,  Ocoiks  W.  CampbrU,  John 
Campbell,  Martin  Chiltendea,  John  Cliibonn.  Joseph 
Claj,  Matthew  Clay,  George  Clinton,  jr.,  Frederick 
Conrad,  Onhard  C<>ok,  Leooard  Cgvinglon,  Samud 
W.  Dana,  Bira  Darhy,  John  Davenport,  jr..  Joha 
IMwMn,  ThrodoTG  Dwitht^  Peter  Bariy,  Jamei  Vt- 
Itot,  Celeb  EITn,  EbCnesar  Elmer,  WtHian  Ely,  John 
W.  Bppea,  Willjafn  Pindley,  Janes  Pkk,  John  Yaw- 
ler,  Jkmw  M.  Qanett,  Chartas  OtridaboiMgh,  Peter- 
HOB  Ooodwin.   Bdnrtn   Oray,   Andrew  Oregs,  : 
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IkTid  HdIob*,  David  Hongb,  John  O.  JickuM,  Wal- 
ter Jonaa,  Janoa  Kallf,  Thomai  Keauik  Joha  Lam- 
btft,  Joaeph  LbhIb,  jr.,  Henry  W.  Liiingaton,  Bdtrard 
Llojrd,  Hatlhetr  Ljon,  JDuncan  HoFarland,  Patrick 
Magmdet,  Robert  MahoD,  William  McCreary,  David 
Meriwether,  Nicholaa  R,  Msoi^  Thomas  Moare,  Jera- 
miah  MoiTon,  John  Momnr,  Jonathan  ,0.  Moaelj, 
Jeremiah  Nelaao,  Roger  Netson,  Thamai  Newton,  jr., 
Tbnothy  ntkin,  jr.,  Jobn  Porter,  John  Pugh,  Joaiah 
Qninc;,  Jehn  RaDilolpb,  Tbamiu  M.  Randolph-,  John 
Khea  of  J^niylTania,  John  Rbea  of  'Fenneiaee,  John 
IbuaeJI,  Peter  Bajlly,  Themaa  Sammona,  Martin  O. 
MiUBeman,  EbeneMr  Seaver,  Jamaa  Sloan,  Dennia 
Saalt,  John  Smilie,  Jobn  Smitti,  Samuel  Smith,  Rich- 
ard aUDfbrd,  Joaapb  Stantoa,  Willtam  SladmaD,  Lewia 
B-StOTgea,  Samnal  TimM,  Benjuuii  TkUmadge, 
Samuel  Tennej,  -Philip  R.  Thompaon,  Thra^M  W. 


worth,  John   Whitehill,  Robirt  Whttebitl,  David  R. 

WiUiama,  Marmadukg  WilUama,  Aleiandw  Wilaou,. 

Richard  Witin,  Joaeph  Winatoa,  and  Tliomaa  Wynoa. 
Nai* — Evan   Alalandrr,  John   Archer,  Bamobaa 

Bitlwell,  John  Chandl^,  Richard  Cntla,  £lia«  Barie, 

laaiah  L.  Oreea,  WiUum  Helma,  JoaiaB  Maatcn,  Gur- 
doD  8.  Mamfbrd,  Gideon  Olin,  Thoa<  SandrordpHeni; 
BoQtliaid,  Daiid  Thomu,  Joae^  B>  Varnun,  .Daniel 
G.  Verflanck,  Matthew  Walton,  EDphalet  Wickea, 
and  Ifuhu  WUIianta. 

TnaeiuT,  January  27. 

Ur.  GoLDBBOHODOB,  from  the  tommiitee  ttp- 
poiiiicd  OB  the  sixtMntb  ioMant,  preseDted  ■  bill 
ftirtber  bapplrmeourr  to  the  act,  entitled  "  Ad 
act  cone  era  ID  g  the  District  of  Coluolbiai"  which 
wa*  read  twice,  aad  oambiitled  (o  a  Cstttmiitee 
of  the  Whole  to-moiro**. 

Mr.  RooEB  Nelsoh,  from  the  ctn&niiltee  who 
were  dirMied  bj  a  resolnuon  of  (he  Hoaae  of  the 
fifth  instant,  to  laqnire  whether  aoy^  and,  if  ao^, 
what,  aiteratioBS  ooght  to  be  madp  id  the  militia 
Iftwa  of  the  Distriel  of  Cduatbia,  presented  a  bill 
sHDpIementarjr  to  tha  aet,  entitled  "An  act  ^ore 
efiectuall;  to  proTide  for  the  ornoizatian  of  the 
isilitia  of  ibS'DiatnBt  of  Colun^a;"  which  wis 
read  twice,  and  cumiaitled  to  a  Oommiitee  of  (he 
WbiJe  to-morrow. 

The  SraAKBB  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  SecreiBry  of  tbe  Treasury,  transmitting 
a  report  prepared  in  obedtenoe  to  "An  act  direct- 
ing the  Secretary  of  the  Treasiuy  to  cause  tb« 
eoaat  of  North  Carolina,  between  Cape  Pear  and 
Cap*  Matient,  to  be  surveyed  ;  which  were  read. 
aod  rvferred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce  anii 
MaodfietiiTe*. 

On  >mo(ion  of  Mr.  MoCbsbby, 
'  Arafwt^  That  the  Comouttee  of  Commerce 
and  MaDufectarea  be  insiraeted  to  iaqnire  whe- 
ther aay,  aod,  if  any,  what,  amfadnif nta  an '  a»- 
eesaary  to  the  act  jMMed  en  the  18(h  of  Apri), 
1006,  "to  prohibit  the  importaiion  of  certaiD 
goorfs,  wars,  and  merchandise." 

Ur.  Earlt,  from  the  Committee  of  Commerce' 
BBii  Manufactures,  who  were  instrneted,  by  a  reso- 
IniioD  of  the  fourteenth  inataot;  "to  inqairviato 
the  expediency  of  axteadiDg  to  the  reveDU*  dis 
triato  on  Laitt  Brk,  atwl  within  theauieofOhii), 


the  proTinioAB  of  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  lo  ex- 
tend jnrJMliotioD,  in  certain  easea,  to  State  Jtuigea 
and  Stale  Courts,"  made  a  report  thereoa  i  which 
was  read  and  considered ;  Whereupon,'' 

iieiolved,  That  it  is  not  expedient,  al  lliia  lime, 
to  extend  the  prorisions,  of  ue  acl  entitled  ""A* 
act  to  esiead  jurisdiction,  in  certain  cas^  U 
State  Judges  and  Slate  Courts." 

Mr.  IjATTiiioaa  presented  to  the  House  a  ma- 
morial  of  the  Legislaiire  Council  and  Housa  of 
RepresGntaiiTes  of  the  Mississippi  Territory, 
which  was  received  and  read,  praying  thai  the 
several  acts  of  Congress  regulating  the  grants  of 
land,  and  providing  fur  the  di!<posBl  of  tlie  laii^ 
of  the  United  'States  soutb  of  the  Stale  of  Tea- 
sesiee,  may  be  leviied  and  ameoded ;  that  farther 
time  liiay  be  granted  on  the  first  paymEUt  to  ba 
made  for  purefaases  of  tba  puUia  landii  and  that 
tbp  light  of  luffrage  in  the  said  Territory  may  ba 
ex tf^dt^d.-r Referred  to  the  Committee  on  tha 
Publie  Lands.'  -    , 

Mr.  JoaEFB  Clat  presented  to  the  House  a  p»- 
lifioBof  the  mPTchaolsof  Ibaoitf  of  Philadelpbia, 
signed  by  William  Davy  and  others,  aconuBLttaa 
appointed  at  ageoerttl  oieeting  of  the  said  mer- 
chants, wbith  ivas  reEeivedand  read,  prayiny, 
for  the  Tsasoqs  therein  set  forth,  an  extension  ot 
the  time  in  Which  the  oath  shall  be  taken  and 
the  bonds  given,  in  cases  of  goods  exported  ant 
titl«d  to  drawback;  and  thai  the  forfeitures  already 


of  the  Whole'  to  whom  was  committed,  on  tba 
tweffth  instant,  the  bill  authorizing  the  issaingof 
debentures  in  certain  caaea. 

Mr.  Ci.iHTaM,  from  the  commiUeB  appointed 
OQ  the  seventeenth  nltimo,  presented  a  bill  incor- 
porating ah  instilution-in  the  City  of  Washing- 
ton, in  tbe  Disiriclof  Columbia,  for  the  educatiua 
of  youib,  and  the  promotion  and  diffusion  of  learn- 
ing and  science,  and'grantiqg  to  (he  Gameoeriaia 
pilDlic  lots  within  tbe  said  city;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  tho 
WWa  on  Thursday  next.   . 

Mr.  JoBB  KAnoOLTB,  from  tbe  ComiQlttec  of 
Ways  and  Meana,  presented  a  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  carrying  into  eSeai  a  treaty  beiwe^ 
the  United  Stale*  and  Chickasaw  tribe  of  In- 
dians ;  which  was  read  twice,  aod  committed  to 
a'  Commiliee  of  the  Whole  on  Friday  nexL 

The  bill  sent  from  the  S*nate,  entitled  "An  act 
eatabliahingCifcnit  Courts, and  abridging  the  ja- 
risdiccioo  of  the  District  Conns,  in  the  districts  of 
Kentucky,  TennesMe.snd  Ohio,"  Was  read  twice, 
and  referred  (o  Mr.  QBoaoe  W.  Cakpbbll,  Ur. 
BoYLB,  and  Mr:  jEttaiiiaB  Monaov. 

Tbe  bill  sent  from  tbe  Senate,  entitled  "Ait  act 
for  lb*  relief  of  Setb  Harding,  late  a  Captain  i* 
the  Navy  of  the  Uoiied  Sutes,"  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Ccwimittae  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow. 

The  House  leaolved  iuelf  into  a  Committae  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  eoeouiagemeni  of 
lcaH)iDg,and  for  the  promotion  of  ib«  asefutartti 
and,  afiet  some  time  speot  therein,  the  Coawiit* 
lee'rosa  and  had  leave  to  sii  agsi»> 
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Wbphbsdat,  Jsnnary  28. 

Mr.  HoLNEB,  horn  the  CommJtiee  of  Claims, 
prtsenied  a  bill  makiog  compeDsation  Tor  extra 
lervices  to  the  Governor,  Judges,  and  Secraiary, 
of  the  IndiaDa  Teriitor)' ;  which  trai  read  twicej 
and  eommitled  lo  a  Commiltee  of  ibc  Whole  on 
Friday  ^'*^- 

Mr.  Holmes,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred,  on  tbe  lixih  iastant,  the  peti- 
tion of  Peter  Landais,  made  a  report'  thereon 
which  was  read  and  considered :  Whereupon, 

Retohed,  That  Peter  Landais  have  leave  ro 
withdraw  his  memorial,  and  papenaccompaoy- 
iBg  the  same.  ,' 

The  SpBAJEER  bill  before  tha  House  a  teller 
ftom  the  Secretatf  of  the  Treaavry^  enclositif 
copies  of  the  accoanta  of  erpenses  menrred  io 
pablie  proEccutions  befbre  (he  Circuit  Court  of 
the  United  Slates,  for  the  district  of  Connecticut, 
in  tbe  monihs  of  April  and  September,  one  lbo«- 
niid  eight  hundred  and  sii,  io  obedience  to  a  reso- 
lution of  the  HoDse  of  the  tweniix-secood  ipstant ; 
which  were  read,  and  Committed  to  fbeComrait- 
tee  of  the  whole  HoDte  to  whom  was  comoitled, 
on  the  second  iasimnt,  a  niotioik  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  committee  "  to  inquire  whether  prose- 
sntions  at  common  law  shanld  be  saslciued  in 
the  Courts  of  the  United  States  for  libellous  pnb- 

lieaiion,  or  defamalorir  worda,  touching  pet 

hotding  offices  orplaces  of  trust  under  the  Uc 

Stales;  and  whether  it  wffuld  not  be  proper,  if 
(be  same  be  sniialned,  to  alloif  to  the  parties 
BTOsecuted  the  liberty  of  giving  the  truth  m  — ' 

A  message  ftom  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  slaves  into  any 
port  or  place  within  the  jurisdiction  of  I>e  United 
States,  from  and  after  (he  first  day  of  January,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thoasand  eight,  hundred 
and  elght;"io  which|lbey  desire  the  coneuirence 
of  this  House. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Sena t^  entitled  "An  act 
to  prohibit  the  importation  of  slaves  into  any  port 
or  place  within  uie  jurisdteiion  of  the  UnKed 
States,  from  arid  after  the  first  day  of  Janaary,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  eight,"  was  read  twice, and  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  th,e  Whole  to 'whom  was  commit- 


ted, 


the  twentieth  insrapt,  the  aroendBtory 
prohibit  the  importation  or  bringing  of  s)e 


Into  the  United  States,  or  the  Terriforres  theteof, 
ftfter  tbe  thirty-first  da;r  oi  December  next. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
tbe  United  States,  transmitting  an  account  of  the 
fuud  established  for  defraying  the  contingent  ex- 
penses of  Government,  for  the  year  one  ihousaod 
eight  hundred  ani^  six.  The  Message  was  read, 
snd,  tc^etber  with  the  account  iheiewith  trana- 
mitted,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Another  Message  was  received  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  th«  United  States,  commuuieating  tbe  re- 
port of  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  of  the  operations 
«f  that  establi^ment  dnriug  the  last  year.  The 
HcMige  was  read,  and,  together  with  tbe  report 
therewith  tnutsmilted,  ordered  to  lie  «i>  tbe  table. 


Another  Message  was  received  from-ihe  Presi- 
dent of  the  Uaite^t  Stales,  transmitting  copies  of 
letters  of  Captain  Bis^l,  \iho  commaods  at  Fort 
Massac,  and  of  Mr.  Murrell,  to  General  Jackson, 
of  Tennessee,  In  relation  to  the  movements  of 
Aaron  Burr.  The  Message  was  read  and,  to- 
gether with  the  documents  transmitted  tberewith, 
ordered'to  be  commiiied  to  a  Committee  of  tLa 
whole  House  on  the  stat^  of  the  Union. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  b  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  sent  from  tbe  Senate,  en- 
titled,"An  act  to  alttr  the  lime  of  holding  the 
Circuit  Court  in  ihe  district  of  North  parolina." 
The  bill  wbs  reported  with  an  amendment  thereto^ 
which  was  twice  read,  and  agreed '  to  by  the 
House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  as  amended,  be  t«ad 
the  third  lime  to-morrow. 

Mr.  BovLE,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pablie 
Jjands, presented  a  bill  to  extend  the  time  for  ]o> 
eating  Vin^inia  military  warrani^aod  for  reiura- 
ing  the  surveys  thereon  to  tbe  office  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  ibe  Department  of  Wat;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-morrow. 

The'  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers 
by  fire  in  the  town  of  Portsmouth.  New  Hamp- 
shire. The  bill  was  reported  with  several  amend- 
ments thereto ;  whiob'  were  severally  twice  read, 
and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordertii,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  engrossed,  and  read  tbe  third  time  to- 


Tbe  House  again  resolved  itself  inlo  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for- tbe  encourage' 
ment  of  learning,  and  for  the  promotion  of  the 
useful  arts;  and,  after  some  lime  spent  therein, 
the  Commiltee  rose  and  had  leave  to  ait  again. 
'  On  motion  of  Mr.  John  R&nbolph, 

Ordered,  That  the  commitiec  lo  whom  waa 
referred  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  Uni> 
ted  States,  of  the  twenty-second  instant,  be  dis- 
charged from  the  farther  copiideratioa  thereof; 
and  that  the  said  Me>i»ge,  together  with  the 
Messages  of  Monday  last,  and  of  this  day,  iyt  etna- 
milled  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on 
the  stale  of  the  Union. 

Tbe  House  resolved  .itself  into  a  Comipittee  of 
the  Whole  -on  tbe  report  of  tbe  Committee  of 
Claims,  made  on  the  twelfth  instant,  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Stephen  ^Sayrei  and,  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose  and  reported 
to  the  House  their  agreement  to  Ihe  reaolutjoa 
therein  contained,  amended  to  read  as  follows: 

Sttobed,  That  the  acoonnting  officers  of  the  Trea-  - 
snj  be  directed  to  andit  th«  account  of  Stephan  Stjm, 
u  Beeretaiy  of  LsgatioD  to  the  American  CommiMiaD 
at  Ihe  Conit  of  Berlin,  in  the  year  1777,  and  that  the^ 
alloiv  ^im  at  the  rate  of  oae  thouaand  pgnnda  fteriiii( 
per  annum,  and  tht  compensalioD  then  osnallj  made 
for  reUmiiBg  bqme,  with  intereat  on  the  whole  sun 
until  paid. 

The  House  proceedad  to  oottsider  the  said  reso- 
lution. And  on  the  question  ibai  the  House  do 
agree  with  the  Committee  of  the  whde  Houae 
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in  tbeit  •greement    to  ibe  *aid  lesoloiioD,  as 
ameoded,  it  was  resoUed  ia  ihe  affirmatiTe. 

Ordertd,  That  a  bill,  ar  bills,  be  brought  in, 
parauBUt  to  the  said  resolution;  aod  that  the 
Comiuittee  of  Claims  do  prepare  and  briog  in  tbe 


Tbdrsdat,  Januair  39. 

Mr.  Holmes,  froia  tbe  CoCnniittee  of  Claims, 
pieseDted  a  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Stephen  Sayre; 
which  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
iuittee of  Ihe  Whole  to-morrow.' 

Mr.  FiNDLET  preseoted  to  the  House  a  petition 
of  the  Trustees  of  (be  Presbyterian  CongregatioD 
of  tbe  city  of  WasbiDgton,  la  the  District  of  Co- 
umbia,  ^igne^i  bv  Joseph  Nonrss,  and  oibers,  on 
behalf  of  the  saia  church,  which  was  receired  and 
read;  prafiog  that  bq  act  of  incorporation  may  be 
passed,,  vesting  in  the  said  church  such  powers, 
privileges,  andimmuaiiies.aiCongre&s  may  deem 
just  and  reasonable.-^ Referred  to  ^i.  Findlbt, 
Mr.  Barker,  Mr.  Winn  Mr.  Bibb,  and  Mr.  Ma- 
oannER ;  to  examine  and  report  thereon  by 'bill  or 
otherwise. 

Tbe  Hoase  resolved  itsdf  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  to  whom  was  recoannitted^  oti  the 
twentieth  iqGtant,  the  bill  to  annex  certain  shores 
and  waters  to  thedistrict  of  Miisiiuippi.  Tbe  bill 
was.  reported  with  several  amendments  thereto ; 
whicli  were  severally  twice  read, and  agreed  toby 
tbe  House. 

Ordered,  That  tbe  said  bill,  with  tbe  amend- 
menls,  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 


The  bill  sent  {torn,  tbe  Senat^eniitled  "An  act 
to  alter  tbe  time  of  boldiog  the  Circuit  Court,  in 
the  District  of  North  Carolina,"  together  with  tbe 
amendments  agreed  to  yesterday,  was  read  tbe 
third  lime)  and,  on  the  question  that  the  said  hill, 
with  the  amendments,  do  jtass,  it  was  resolved  in 
the  afGrmative. 

Ad  eogrosaed  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  the  suffereis 
by  fire  In  Porismoutb,  New  Hampshire,  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  J.  Randolth,  from  tbe  committee  to  Whom 
was  referred,  on  the  nineteenth  instant,  tbe  bill 
•enirtem  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  topplement- 


ported  to  the  House  their  disagreement  to  the  same. 
WltereupOQ,  the  said  bill  and  report  were,  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Findlbt  presented  to  the  House  a  petition 
of  sundry  inhabitants  of  tbe  Western  country, 
wbich  was  received  and  read,  prayicff  that  the 
act.eniitled  "An  act  to  regulate  Ihe  laving  out 
ana  making  a  road  from  Cumberland,  in  lae  ptate 
of  Maryland,  to  the  State  of  Ohio,"  may  be  sua- 
pended,  uKtil  a  re-examinatioo  may  be  had  of  the 
conniry  between. Brownsville  and  the  Ohio;  and 
that  tbe  road  directed  to  be  laid  out  by  the  said 
act  may  ran  from  Brownsville  to  Cbarlestown,  on 
tbe  Ohio  river. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jereuiah  Morkow,  that  the 


said  petition  do  lie  on  the  table,  it  passed  in  the 
negative. 

Another  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Findles, 
that  tbe  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  President 
of  the  United  Stales ;  and,  t)n  Ihe  question  there- 
upon, it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Another  motion  was  then  made,  by  Mr.  Tar- 
NDH,  that  tbe  petitioners  have  leave  to  withdraw 
their  petition  ;  and,  on  the  qnekiion  thereupon,  it 
was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  authorizing  tbe  issuing  of 
debentures  in  certain  cases.  The  bill  was  report- 
edwith  several  amendments  thereto..  The  House 
proceeded  to  .consider  the  said  amendments  : 
Whereupon, an  adjournment  being  called. for,  the 
House  adjourned.  ' 

FninAT,  January  30.    . 
.    A  quorum  of  the  Honse  not  being  present,  tbe 
House  adjourned  until  to-morrow. 

Satuhdav,  January  31. 

Ad  engrossed  bill  to  aanex  certain  shores  and 
waters  to  the  District  of  Mississippi' waa  r«ad  tbe 
third  time.    . 

Jieaolved,  That  tbe  said  bill  do  pass,  and  that 
the  title  be,  "An  net  to  annex  eerlain  shores  and 
waters  to  tbe  district  of  Mississippi,  and  Id  autbor- 
ize  tfie  building  of  a  custom-houae  at  New  Ot- 

A  message'from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  explain  tbe  act,  entitled  'An  act  supple- 
mentary to  an  act  entitled  'An  act  to  divide  tbe 
Territory  of  ibe  United  States  Northwest' of  tbe 
river  Obio  into  two  separate  governments ;"  to 
which  tbey  desire  Ibecoocurrefice  of  this  Hotisq. 
Tbe  Senate  have  pamxd  the  bill,  entitled  "Anact 
to  provide  for  surveving  tbe  coasts  of  the  United 
Slates,"  with  several  amendments ;  to  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House, 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  communicaliaea  report  of  the 
Commissioners  for  laying  out  BtnTmaking  a  road 
fromCumberland,iD  tbe  State  of  Maryland,  to  tbe 
^tate  of  Ohio," 

The  said  Message  was  read,  and,  together  with 
the  report  uainGmilled  tberewith,  ordered  tolie  on 
Ihe  table. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  tbe  report  of 
Ibe  Committee  of  tbe  Whole  on  tbe  bill  to  au- 
thorize the  issuing  of  debentures  in  certain  cases. 
The  second  section  grants  relief  in  certain  cases 
where  merchants  have  been  prevented,  by  una- 
voidable necessity,  giving  bonds  and  taking  the 
oath  in  ten  days,  as  the  law  jireacribes. 

Mr.  Eb>pEB  moved  to  strike  ont  this  section. 
This  motion  rave  rise  to  a  long  debate.  It  was 
supported  by  Messrs.  Eppbs,  D.  R,  William*, 
Holland,  and  Sloan  ;  and  opposed  by  Mesata. 
J.  Clay,  QuiNoy,  Early,  andBliooH;  and  lost, 
yeas  43,  nays  49. 

Some  further  debate  took  place  on  an  amend- 
ment offered  by  Mr.  D.  R.  Williams.     The 
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■Makers  were  Meoirs.  D.  R.  .Williahs,  J-  Clay, 
Bahlv,  Sloan,  Vahndu.  Dana,  aod  Broom. 
When,  on-motiiAi,  ihe  Hituse  adjouroed. 

MoHPAY,  February  2.    , 

Hr.  Thomas  Moose,  a  member  of  thb  House 
tat  the  Siaie  of  Sooth  CaroliMi,  intormed  tbe 
HoQie  of  the  death  of.  hia  colleague,  Geaeral 
Lgvi  Casey  Ute  one  of  the  members  of  the  said 
Stale  in  this  House:  Whereupon, 

Hetolved.  wumiminaly,  Tbai  a  commiHeebe  ap- 
pointed to  take  oriler  for  superinieadinx  the  faoe- 
Tal  of  Of  neral  Levi  Casbv.  late  a  Representa- 
ti*«  from  the  StBI«  of  South  CaroUoa. 

Ordered,  Tbai  Mr.TBOHAa  Moore,  Mr.  Earlb, 
Mr.  D.  R.  Williams,  Mr.  MASioif,  Mr.  Baklt, 
■ad  Mr.  Holland,  be  appointed  a  committee,  pur- 
aneDt  to  (he  said  resolutiou. 

Retoltxd,  ummimoMli/i  That  the  tAembrra  of 
thiB  House  trill  testify  ttieir  respect  tor  the  memo- 
ijr  of  General  Levi  Casey:  late  one  of  ibeir  bodY, 
hj  weariD^  crape  on  the  left  arm  for  oae  Doootfi. 

On  toution  of  Mr.  Hollanb, 

Xeiolved,  antoUmoiuh,  That  (he  members  of 
Ibis  House  will  attend  the  funeral  ol'  the  laie 
General  Levi  Casey,  this  day,  at  one  o'clock. 

Retoloed,  wiamtnons^,  That  •  mesaaBe  be  sent 
to  ibe  Beoate  to  aoufytheni  of  the  deatb  ofOe'n- 
eral  Levr  Cabby,  late  «  member  of  this  House, 
nd  that  hi*  funeral  will  lake  place,  this  day,  at' 
one  o'clock. 


Tuesday,  February  3. 

Mr.  Boyle,  from  the  Cqmminee  on  (he  Pabltc 
Lands,  who  were  directed  by  a  resolution  of  the 
Bouse  of  the  ninth  of  December  last,  "to  inquire 
irheiher  any,  and,  if  any,  what  alteratii 
ccssarv  in  the  act  for  ascertaii  ' 
the  titles  and  claims  to  laitds  < 


9  of  Orleans  and  LonlsiaQa;  which  was 
read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Friday  neit. 

Mr.  Boyle,  from  the  sameeommittee,  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  siiteenih  of  December  last,  tbe 
petition  of  sundry  officers  who  served  in  America, 
during  the  war  between  France  and  Great  Briiaio, 
made  a  report  ihereoo ;  which  was  read,  md  re- 
ferred to  a  Committee  of  tbe  Whole  Hoa^i 
Hnitday  neK. 

Ordertd  That  the  Caiqmillee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures  be  discharged  from  the  farther 
consideration  of  the  petition  of  sundry  merchants 
of  Kennebunk  and  Wells,  prvsenied  to  this  House 
on  the  nineteenth  ultimo;  of  sundry  mercbanisof 
Bath,  presented  toibis  House  on  tbeiweniieihuUi- 
mo ;  of  sundry  merchants  of  Portland,  and  of  Wis- 
caaael,  presented  to  this  House  on  the  tweoiy- 
•cvenib  ultimo;  andnffinndry  merchants  of  York, 
presented  to  ihe  House  on  the  thirty-first  ultima ; 
and  (bat  the  petitioners,  respectirelfi  hare  leave 
to  withdraw  I  neir  peiitiona. 

The  bill  aent  from  tbe  Senate,  entitled  "Ad  act 


to  explain  tbe  act,  eotitled  'Aa  aet  ettppleiaeMtarr 
lo  an  act,  enlilled  'An  act  to  divide  the  Teiritory 
of  (he  United  S(a[ps  Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio 
'into  two  sepArate  gavernments,"  was  read  twiea 
and  commiiied  to  a  Committ^  of  the  Whole  oa 
Monday  next. 

ISSUE  OF  BBBENTUHE8. 

The  House  resamed  tbe  consideration  of  [be 
repM-t  of  the  Commi((e«  of  the  Wbole  on  the 
bill  BDihorising  the  iasning  of-delMmiurfci  incei^ 
tata  cases.  *- 

Afier  some  debate,  Mr.  Early  moved  (hat  the 
bill  be  tecommitied  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
which  was  agreed  to — yeas  55,  nays  43. 

Mr.  Alhton  moved  (hat  it  should  he  tbe  order 
of  the  day  on  the  third  of  March,  lost — yeas  4^ 
nays  57. 

,.  Monday  was  named,  ami  lost— yeaa  90.  T». 
day  was  named  and  carried  wiihoQI  a  diviaion. 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  Early,  the  Hoase  resolved 
itself  in'tOB  Committee  ofihe  Whole bn  the  bill. 

Mr.  Eppeb  moved  to  strike  out  I  be  second  kcc- 
tion  ol  ihe  bill.  This  motion  gave  rise  to  a  long 
debate,  which  egaiintied  till  tbe  House  adjourned. 
It  was  suppor(ed  by  Messrs.  Eppes,  Fisk,  But, 
Sloan.  Holland,  and  D.  R.  Williams,  and  op- 
posed by  Messrs.  J.  Clay,  Coos,  and  Dana,  and 
lost — yeas  44,  nays  49. 

Mr.  J.  Clay  in  the  course  of  his  remarks  ob- 
served, there  were  some  Members  in  the  Hoas«, 
who,  looking  no  farther  than  the  surface,  exclaim- 
ed against  the  carrying  trade.  Mr.  C.  then  went 
at  some  length  into  a  defence  of  the  carrying 
trade.  He  wbu  eipons  the  produce  of  the  coun- 
try, must  take  ia  return,  either  specie,  or  artieiet 
of  foreign  growth,  or  manufacture.  Specie  caa- 
not,  except  in  a  few  placce,  be  procured.  If  the 
merchant  send  flour  or  tobacco  to  France,  he 
mail  i^nenlly  take  brandy  or  wine  in  return;  U 
the  anieles  he  thus  takes  and  impona  are  net 
wanted  in  this  country,  he  must  re-export  then 
to  places  where  they  are  wanted,  and  wbeiehe 
can  procure  in  exchange  either  money,  or  ^me- 
thing  wanted  at  home.  If  you  throw  obataelea 
in  the  way  of  the  carrying  trade,  yon  diacQurage 
the  expoftatioo  of  tbe  surplus  produce  of  the 
country,  any  further  than  (hat  produce  can  be 
sold  abroad  for  mronejr  or  for  articles  consumed  la 
thi&  country.  Such  is  the  valne  of  the  carryiof 
trade,  and  such  is  the  foundation  of  (he  system 
of  drawbacks. 

Mr.  I>.  R.  Williams  said  thai  he  felt  no  lioa- 
tility  to  tbe  merchants,  but,  to  the  cariyiug  trade 
and  to  the  drawback  system  he  felt  (he  most  ran-  * 
coroas  hostiHlv.  It  was  the  foundation  of  all  otir 
quarrels,  and  all  ourdifficultiea  with  foreign  Pow- 
ers, ft  was  the  only  Catne  of  our  present  clash- 
ing wiib  Great  Britain.  It  bad  entailed  immeoM 
evil  on  the  country. . 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill,  whea 
the  House  immediately  adjonraed. 

WBt>i«ssDAY,  February  4. 

The'SpBASBR  laid  before  the  Housea  letter  from 

the  Secretary  of  the  Tieaaury,  enclosing  a  f  epert 
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on  the  prtiiroD  of  Daniel  8.  Dexier,referr«d  to 
him  by  an  ordvrof  UteHoiue.of  I  he  twenty-eighth 
nltino;  which  wai  read,  aM  -ordered  lo  be  r«- 
ftmi  Id  Mt.  Stantoh,  Mr.  Wadbwobth,  and 
Mr  J.  Wbitbbii-i- 

Aesofned,  That  the  Speaker  addiesa  a  letter  to 
the  filsecQiire  of  I  bo  ?  tale  of  South. CardioK. 
com  muni  eat  lag  'uirorraatJOQ  of  the  ileath  of  Levi 
CAsav,  iuea  member  of  thia  Houae,ia  order  tbit 
Bcasures  mt;  be  taken  ■«  aDpi^y  any  ncaocy 
oreauoaed  ihaeby  in  the  reprewnluioD  /ion  that 
Slate. 

Mr.  J.  Clat,  Irom  ihs  coin">'llM  to  vbom 
wai  referred,  on  the  sizleenlh  of  Dtrcembec'last, 
die  petition  of  Etexiua  Spaldinf,  presented  a  bill 
to  provide  for  the  payment -of  certain  eipeaBea 
inonrred  in  tbe.impeacbroent  of  Savu^l  Chaae; 
which  was  read  twice  and-  cem'mitWi)  lo  a  Com- 
mittee of  tbe  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Hr.  O.  W.  CahfbbLl^  from  the  comioiltee  to 
irbotn  wai  ejommiited,  on  the  iwenty-uraaih  ul- 
timo, the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled.  "An 
ut  estabiiibing  Cirouit  Courts,  and  abridging  the 
jndiuliclion  of  the  Diiirict  Courti  in  tbe  dintricts 
of  Kenimiky,-Tenne»sea,  Mid  Ohio,"  olade  a  re- 
port tbereon ;  which  was  read,  andy  together  whb 
the  bill,  connritted  toa  Commiliee  of  the  whole 
Honne  on  Friday  next. 

Tbe  Hooae  resplTsd  itself  into  a  Con^miltee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  fron  the  Suwla  for  ih* 
idi«-f  of  8«ih  Harding. 

M**rf».  Vas  CoH-TicANDT,  MDHfOBD,  Elkbr, 
SsiLin,  GoRaU),«nd  Ja(«9DII,  auMorted  ihebilL 
Mr.  AuincT    •usgetled  mdk  di^oulty  with  m- 

Srd  tothe  fand  fiwai  whiah  it  was  propMad  to 
rive  relief. 

Tbe  Committee  then  rote  and  r«pwled  the  bill, 
which  wis  read  k  third  time,  nod  passed. 

A  mewaage .  from  tbe  Senate  infofBed  the 
Hovse  Ibai  tbe  Sesate  have  pMaed  a  bi]L  enti- 
tled "Anaetc«nfirtii)H>olauB*talaBdsin  thedis- 
iriet  of  Vincennes ;"  wo,  nn-act,  entitled  "An  act 
to  rcdncethe  ezpeHes  atteadiDg  ibe  sdmlniitra- 
tion  of  justice  io  iba  District  of  OolunlNa ;"  to 
Which  thcf-  severally  dettie  the  fionsprrenee  of 
Ihb  HoDse. 

DVDEHNITY  TO  COLLEGTOKB. 

Mr.  Early,  from  the  Committee  of  C( 
and  Manafaclnret,  to  whom  wai  referred, 
second  uliimo,  the  memorial  of  DaTid  Qelsion, 
Collector  of  the  Customs  in  the  city  ofNew  York, 
preaented  a  bill  respecting  seizures  made  ander 
the  anthority  of  the  United  Stales,  and  for  other 
purposes;  which  was  read  twice  and'eommiiied 
ton  Coraniitieeof  the  Whjie  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Early  alao  laid  befi^re  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing letter  from;  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury : 
TaiiJiuai  D.F.mT«.«T,  Jm.  SS,  1807. 

8iB :  I  hsie  the  honor  to  tianimit  copies  of  the 
vondiera  sent  by  Mr.  Gelston  to  tbe  Conlptnillei'a  of- 
Am,  and  establishing  the  fltcts  slated  in  nis  petition 
that  be  had  paid  99,074  6t,  nevreied  linin  bim  in  tire 
sailB  institatad  asainst  blm  fbr  damage*  i  '  '  " 
I*  eelleetor,  of  two 
irf  to  ba  owpad  by  fowigne>»i  though  aaU- 
Ing  M^dw  Aaeilno  ruiafs.    AMongh  Ae  vmmA 


nre  made  by  h 
«  praraoMd  to 


obtain  a  condemnation  of  tbe 

Teasels,  the  circumitance*  ireie  aucb  ss  did  justify  tbo 
ittetopt.  Bui  tbe  sccoanting  officers  bad  no  autboii^ 
0  allow  to  the  colleelot  the  amount  of  damBges  recov- 
Tcd  ;  and  the  bard  Aip  of  the  case  conuels  particularly 
Q  that,  in  case  of  condemn ition,' the  United  State* 
wonid  have  reteired  one-half  of  die  net  proceeds  of  tha 
fbrinture,  and  the  collector  one-aidb  part  of  the  ssaw; 
while,  in  'cih  or  acqaittd  and  aabwqDBnt  darasgaa, 
tbe  whole  &ns  on  tite  collector  who  has  made  the 

Wbaterer  may  be  the  determinatioD  of  Congresa  in 

it  ease,  it  appeara  proper  that  some  general  pro*irisn 

may  be  adopted,  which,  witlijmt  injurittg  th»  cilizeBB, 

may  protect  the  collectora,  and  ultimately  tbe  United 

"^aMs,  against  aMtoDs  of  tbia~  kind,  when  the  seiture 

lall  appear  to  bare  been  made  on  reasonable  groun^l. 

It  is  proTided,  by  tbe  S9th  sectido  of  ttie  act  le  lega- 

Isla  the.  coUediDD  of  dutiel  on  imports  and  ^anage, 

tlkst,  "when  any  prosecution  sbalJ  be  commenced  on 

account  of  the  seixurs  Of  an;  ahi^  or  Tc^ael,  ■  goods, 

wana,  or  jueichsjidise,  and  judgmeat  ahall  be  given 

'     thp  claimant  or  claimanta,  if  it  aball  app«ar  to  the 

irt  before  whom  such  prtMccution  ahall  be  tried,  that 

there  wsa  a  reasonable  caUie  »r  seiiure,  tbe  aaid  court 

ahall  cause  a  proper  certificate  or  entry  to-be  n 

thereof,  and,  in  such  cue,  die  claimant  or  daimi 

shall  not  be  entitled  to  cost*,  nor  shall  the  penon  who 

ide  tbe  eenure,  or  ihe  prosecUtSr,  be  liable  to  actios, 

it,  or  judgment,  on   account  of  such  setsure   and 

Mecntion.''    But  thfs  ptnnsiaii  extends  only  to  Mv- 

•un*  eaaaa  arising  under  the  act,  and  a^Kea  naillMt 

t»  Ibe  rc«isleiiag  act,  nor  to  the  acO  prsbibid&g  tbe 

slave  ti^e,  nor  to. tbe  acts  ptohibtting  the  intMcoatsiB 

Deminfo,  w  Ae  iasprntalion  of  certain  goods 

douinioM  of  ereet  Britain.    It  nerman'ily 

fosults  that  the  eietntitm  of  those  laws  is  not  snAiroad 

as  it  aogbt  to  bej.sud  that,  pri|fdpdlj,  since  the  dam- 

■gaa.rei^vered  in  tbe  easp  now  nudei  mnslderatioii  ' 

bave  been  known,  collectors  cannot  be  expected  to 

make  seiiuresat  the  risk,  perhaps,  of  tbe  nholo  amonnt 

of  their  property,  even  io  cases  where  circumstances 

are  extremely  auspiciouB,  and  it  is  expected  Ibat  a  legal 

investigstiqn  will  lead  to  a  fbll  discovery.    The  same 

win  happen  in  caaea  where  the  law  is  not  perteetly 

clear,  and  Inhere  ■  judicial  d^ision  is  in  fact  n<       — ~ 

toiri-    ----- 


sakare.  If  the  eoUectoc  daie*  to  srfie 
without  reasaatUaeaiiBs.tbe court wiBnftase  aeeitift- 
cate,  and  the  party  will  recover  dam^aa,  triiidtr  in 
snebaaaB,Cangrean*VBtcan1*eeaIledup«nlo  refiind. 
But,  uolea*  the  provision  be  tims  extended,  either  lbs 
ooUedois  must  be  assured  that  Congreas  will  slwra 
jadasuv^  them,  or  the  laws  will  nmain  in  a  tfeat  d»- 


natetuu);  iiaMirei 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Ac, 

ALBEHT  GALtATIW.. 

Hon.  PiTsa  Esaxi,  Chairman,  ^. 

NATIONAL  DBFBKCfi.    , 

Tbe  House  resumed  the-  conaideraiion  of  tbe 
report  of  the  Committee  of  The  Whole,  made  •■ 
the  twenty-third  ultimo,  on  tha  nport  of  the  coa- 
mitiee  to  «4>em  wns  referred  ao  much  of  the  Hw- 
anfeof.tbe  Pivtoteai  of  the  United  SuteiHi*- 
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Ia(es"(o  the  repairs  of  fortifications,  and  to  the 
farther  protection  of  our  ports,  towns,  and  rivers:" 
Whereupon,  the  second  resolotion,  reporleij  by 
the  said  Committee  of  the  Whole,  being  again 
read,  in  ilie  woid^  following,  to 

"Raohed,  That » fkrtlier  mm  of  mooey,  not  exceed- 
ing two  haodred  and  fiftj  thauaUid  dollsn,  be'appio- 
priated  to  enable  ttke  Preiident  of  the  United  Stales  to 
«auie  to  be  built  a  number  of  gunbaati,  not  exceeding 
fifty,  fiir  the  belter  protectioD  of  our  porta,  tonni,  and 

riTera  ;  and  the  farthei  ram  of dollan,  to' enable 

fhe  Pretidcnt  of  .the  United  State*  to  ann,  man,  and 
equip,  the  whole,  or.  luch  number  of  gnnboati,  u  he 
may  think  the  public  Kerrice  ma;  raqaire  i" 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Van  Cohti^ndt^  (o  anaeDd 

Mr.  MuHPORD  said  ;  I  rise' to  make  a  motioni 
As  it  is  probable  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
the  FDTiiGcaiioD!  of  the  Ports  and  Harbors  will 
not  return  for  Vome  dayi,  and  as  the  sesaion  is 
progressing  to  a  cloie,  1  liope  the  House  will  now 
consent  to  consider  tlje  report  of  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  that  subject.  ' 

The  House  agreed  to  take  up  the  report. 

Mr.  MoBBLV.-— I  fthould  not  have  supposed  that 
there  would  have  been  an j  objection  to  the  amend- 
ment  proposed  by  the  gentlemao  from  New  York. 

I  should  not  have  imagined  that  the  most  zeal- 
oas  advocates  for  gunboats  would  be  aowitliag 
to  ^ive  the  President  the  discretionary  power 
which  this  amendment  proposes. 

Ate  geatlemen  apprehensive  that  to  ffreat  ■ 
proportion  of  ibis  sum  will  be  appropriatca  to  the 
equipioeDt  of  vessels  of*a  different  description  as 
eiueniially  to  interfere  with  (heir  favorite  system 
of  defence  by  gunboats?  Surely,  hit,  there  can 
be  no  danger  of  this.  If  we  are  to  judge  from 
pa9tezperience,orrrompre*ent  appearances,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  but  that  gunboats  are  destined  to 
constitute  the  principal  naval  force  of  our  coun- 
try, and  to  anord  the  only  protection  of  conse- 
Juence  which  ve  are  to  expect  Car  our  ports  and 
afbors.  The  roles  which  have  already  passed 
in  this  Hou&e  clearly  evince  ijieir  determination 
on  this  point. 

The  President  certainly  has  never  manifested 
any  hostility  to  gunboats,  not  recently,  I  believe, 
any  disposition  to  encourage  a  maritime  force  of 
any  other  description. 

Indeed,  it  appears  from  the  docaments  before 
us,  that  tte  has,  on  the  preeent  occasion,  instruct- 
ed the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  stale  that,  In  bis 
opinion,  it  wonm  be  expedient  atlhis  time  to  bnild 
siziy  additional  gunboats.  Aod  if  our  sole  reli- 
ance is  10  be  placed  upon  gunboats,  no  one,  I  pre- 
sume, will  contend  thai  this  number  can  bf  more 
than  competent  for  the  complete  defence  of  all 
our  port!  and  harbors. 

But,  however  useful  gunboats  may  be  in  the 
estimation  of  some  gentlemen  in  eenain  cases, 
and  nbder  certain  circumstaneeSj  il  must  be  oon- 
ceded  that  there  may  be  exigencies  when,  if  they 
were  ever  po  numerous,  if  our  shores  were  lined 
with  ifaem,  that  ■  single  fri^te  wouU  be  of  more 
•fficieoey,  and  afigbC  be  employed  to  mnch  greater 


advantage.  Whr  not,  then,  when  we  have  them 
on  band  ;  when  ttiey  lie  nseless  and  rotting  in  oar 
harbors;  wbynotaulhorize  the  President  to  make 
use  of  other  armed  vessels  in  commission  with 
gunboBla,  provided  he  should  judge  it  expedient^ 
I  know,  sir,  that  gentlemen  are  very  fruitful  in 
their  objections  to  every  measure  of  defence  that 
ia  proposed,  either  by  sea  or  Jand. 

It  was  said  when  this  subject  was  under  diecus- 
sioik  a  few  days  since,  by  some  gentlemen,  that 
they  were  opposed  to  a  naval  force,  becanae  it 
would  involve  us  in  incalculable  expense,  and 
eventually  prove  destructive  to  the  liberties  of  the 

It  wai  again  Contended  that,  as  onr  seacoatt 
was  so  extensive,  and  onr  pons  and  harbors  so 
nunwrous,  it  would  be  impracticable  to  fortify 
and  secure  them,  and,  therefore,  that  Jiothing 
ought  to  he  done  ;<  but  the  whole  of  them  muM  be 
leli  entirely  defenceless  and  exposed  to  pillage 
and  deatructioh  from  the  most  inconsiderable  ibroe 
that  might  choooe  to  attack  them. 

The  inhabitants,  it  Is  true,  were  very  kindly  in- 
formed that,  in  case  of  invasion,  ibeymight  Oee 
back  to  the  mountains,  or  to  the  interior  of  the 
country,  and  find  perfect  safety. 

Sir,  I  apprehend  thai  ibis  nnmetou*  and  re- 
spectable class  of  our  ciiixens,  who  inhabit  the 
wealthy  aad  popolous  eiifes  and  towns  upon  our 
seacoasts,  will  duly  appreciate  aentimenu  of  thia 
orl.  They  will  no  doubt  feel  alt  the  respect  and 
:ralitude  which  they  ought  for  Ae  liberal  and  en- 
.i^htened  policy  of  a  Oovernmcni  which  guards 
with  such  parental  eolicitude  lbs  welfare  and  in- 
resta  of  every  portion  of  the  community. 

But  I  ought  to  beg  pardon  ;  these  were  net  pre- 
cisely the  sentiments  of  a  majority  of  the  Honse. 
They  did  vote  to  appropriate  920,000  for  the  put- 

Cof  improTiog  and  repairing  our  fortifications. 
Ibe  fortifications  at  any  one  particular  place, 
but  the  whole  of  the  fortifications  tbrooghout  the 
Uiiiled  Slates.  Twenty  thousand  dollars !  about 
half  the  sum  that  was  appropriated  the  last  Win- 
ter for  the  purposeoffinisning  a  single  rootn  in  the 
south  wing  of  this  Capitol,  for  onr  own  aecom- 
modation  ;  rather  more,  I  believe,  than  we  have 
expended  the  preaent  Winter  in  repairing  the  walls 
of  the  room  we  now  occupy.  But,  Mr.  Speaker, 
I  have  no  disposition  to  treat  this  subject  with 
levity.    I  view  it  as  a  very  iterious  one ;  out  when 

i  compare  the  sum  appropriated  with  the  object 
._  wbicQ  it  is  to  be  applied,  it  does  really  appear — 
1  will  notsay  contemptible,  but  I  will  say,  what  I 
presume  no  man  will  deny,  that  it  is  as  smalt  a 
sum  as  the  most  rigid  principles  of  economy  could 
justify  a  magnanimous  Legislature  in  granting, 
provided  they  thought  proper  to  grant  anything.  . 

But  1  perceive  that  1  am  extending  mv  remarks 
further  than  I  intended  wheti  I  rase.  Myinlen- 
lion  was  to  confine  them  to  the  ameudmen  I  offered 
by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  whicb  simply 
proposes  to  authorize  the  President,  provided  be 
should  judge  it  expedient,  to  arm  and  equip  some 
other  of  our  armed  vessels  in  addition  to,  or  in 
Connexion  with  the  gunboats  to  be  employed. 

TheameDdment  appcttato  me.ap  leuouUe 
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and  so  uDobjeciJQnable,  thai  I  cannot  but  penoade 
myself  chf  House  will  ihiak  fit  lo  adopt  it. 

Mr.  D.  R.  WitLiAMB  wid  he  was  exiTemeiy 
(Hrprised  at  the  observations,  of  the  geatlemaa 
from  Con Dect [cut. '  He  would  hare  supposed  that 
■  regard  to  decency  would  bare  pTCVQuted  the  re- 
marks made  by  him  in  the  abeve  of  |he  gentle' 
man  Erqin  Marylaod.  (Mi<.  Nel-son,)  pailiculBTly 
on  a  poiDI  to  which  Ibosa  Tsoiarks  had  oo  rela- 
raocy.  The  only  question  before  the  House  was 
whether  tbey  sbduld  Test,  the  President  of  the 
Uatled  Stales  with  the  power  of  increasing  ihe 
naval  establuhmeoi  at  pleasure.  Oo  examiaia([ 
the  docnmenis  before  the  Hoose,  geoileToeo  would 
find  tiiere  was  ibis  year  a  much  larger  stiia  ap- 
plieable  to  fortificatiooa  than  bad  beeo  expended 
the  laat  year.  Of  the  hundred  and  fifty. thousand 
dollars  Uien  appropriated  oaly  about  foriy-eight 
IhoBsand  had  been  expended.  Consequently  (Iw,- 


whether  we  tbill  rest  the  President  with  the 
power  of  aOKDieiiiiii^  the  nary'.  I  would  not  do 
:his,  if  I  could  help  it.  I  rei^ret  the  neceiisity  of 
:he  measure.  Bat  consistently  wiib  the  econon^ 
ical  politics  of  the  day,  which,  lika  the  subtile 
principle  of  chemistry,  caloric,  pervades  the  whole 
ay  stem,  without  animating  it,  we  must,  cgnusteatly 
wiib  our  priDcmleB,  vote  for  iL  The  Legislature 
of  the  Uumn  will  not  sgr'ee  to  do  anything.  Sap- 
posing  that  it  is  true  policy  to  do  something  to 
provide  aKainsI  the  occurrence  of  <laoger|  is  it  not, 
"  the  belief  that  danger  will  arise  during  the  re- 
s,.  hidispensably  necessary  to  vest  this  powAl 
The  system  of  the  gentleman  from  Maiyland  is 
worse  than  the  ancient  system  recoiAmended  by 
Hudibras,  who  sbys,  that 


iddiiion  to  this  sQm  would  be 
roQtfd  an  itemof  Q}S,(X]QiD  the  estimates,  to  which 
it  was  now  proposed  to  add  tSO.OOO,  making  alii>- 
gether  near  9^0,000.'  If  the  Gorernmearcould 
notexpend  the  last.year  more  (ban  $48/000,  would 
■ot  SOO,000  be  amply  sufficient  for  the  preseat 
year  1 

Alt.  W.  said  be  was  decidedly  hostile  to  v^ing 
the  President  With  a  power  to  increase  the  navu 
eattiljli^ment  at  will.  Wherefore  ihe^necessity 
of  the  Narsl  Peskce  £stablishment,  if  it  wai  to  be 
thai?  increased  in  this  side  way?  Mr.  W.  con- 
cluded by-cbeerTiog  that  there  never  had,  under 
the  former  Admioisiration,  been  proposed  a  greater 
O.ntrag^  OD  pruciple  than  this. 

Mr.  Mt>BBLY.i — I  never  before  understood  that 
U  eoold  be  considered  Indecorous  or  improper 
i«ply  to  arguments  which  had  been  slated  upon 
the  floor  ofthis  Hooae,  in  the  absence  of  the  gen- 
tleman whir  had  advanced  them.  Had  my  opin- 
ion corresponded'  with  that  of  the  gentleman  from 
Sonlh  Carolina  upon  this  subject,  I  might  per- 
hapA  have  spared  ine  remarks  which  seem  to  nim 
ao  exceptionable ;  had  1,  indeed,  noticed  or  recol- 
lected the  absence  of  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Mary  land,  which,  if  necessary,  I  could  assure 
tba  genil^an  from  Sooth  Carolina  thai  I  did  not 
until  meniioiied  by  him.  Bui,  sir,  as  I  eoleitain 
s  difiereui  opinion  upon  the.  point  of  order  and 
decorom  icom  ihegenileiDan  from  South  Carolina, 
I  «luiald  consider  myself  justifiable  in  making  the 
same  remarks  in  the  at»euce  of  the  geotleinaii 
from  Maryland,  as  I  should  suppose  mjtself  author- 
ized in  waking  were  he  present.  Nor  would  tbe 
presence  of  that  gentlemati,  however  formidable 
the  .opposition  I  might  in  Fbat  case  expect  to  meet 
with,  oeter  ofe  from  submitting  such  observaiioos 
w  I  should  consider  pertinent  to  the  sobjeci.and 
emnpatible  with  tbe  rules  of  decorum  in  debate. 
Whether  my  remarks  were  relcvaot  to  the  sub- 
ject under  consideralioa  the  House  mu^l  decide. 
Mr.  Blliot  said  he  did  not  think  the  remarks 
of  the  gentleman  from  OooneciJcut.  indecorous. 
But  bethought  the  reinarks  of  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland  (Mr.  Nblbok)  could  not  be  reptobated 
io  loo  strong  terms. 

The  qaestion  before  the  Uoupe,  laid  Mr.  £.,  is 


Whereas,  according  to  the  planof  ibegentlemas 
from  Maryland,  we  ere  to  run  away  without 
fighiing  at  all.  I  hope  that  such  a  doctrine  will 
ever  be  reprobat^,  and  I  trust,  ibat  whenever  lb« 
subject  comes  before  this  House,  there  will  be  no 
Toi6e  beard  but  that  of  political  reprobation. 

Mf.  LLQVDsaid  it  was  not  his,inieniion  to  have 
opened  his  mouth  on  this  subject.  But  be  had 
always  understood  that  it  wa>  indecorous  to  call 
up  a  report  io  the  ab^nce  of  the  Chairman.  He 
would  not  say  that  this  Was  improper  in  the  pre** 
ent.  instance.  But  be  professed  he  saw  no  iiecesi 
sity  for  it,  as  tlie  Chairman  was  eipcfied  to  re- 
turn io  a  fortnight.  But  a«  the  subject  had  been 
brought  forward,  would  it  not  bave  been  decoroua 
to  avoid  commenting  on  the  remarks  of  his  col- 
league, who  bad  no  opportunity  to  reply?  If, 
however,  he  recollected  what  had  been  said  by 
his  colleague,  he  did  not  take  the  ground  ascribed 
to  him.  He  bad  only  said,  that,  rather  than  incur 
the  expense  ot  completely  fortifying  the  coast,  he 
would  give  it  op,  retire  mto  the  ioieriar,  and  de- 
pend for  defence  on  the  militia,  who  were  un- 
doubtedly the  strong  defence  of  the  nation, 
Doubtless  meaning  that  he  would  in  the  first  in- 
stance  defend  the  seecoast  as  well  as  he  could, 
and,  if  oecessaiy,  retire  into  the  interior.  This 
was  conformable  to  the  Jiabits  of  his  colleagnt. 
He  bad  never  been  in  the  habit  of  running  IniBi 
any  man.  At  tbe  period  to  which  gentlemen  had 
alluded,  he  had.been  among  the  foremost  todefeod 
his- country,  and  his  ga Han uy,  anil  theaerricestae 
had  rendered,  ought  to  bava  convinced  .every  one 
that  he  would  have  been  tbe  last  man  to  skulk 
from  danger- 
Mr.  Lt.oYD  said  he  was  not  only  decidedly  op- 
posed m  tbe  amendment,  but  likewise  to  both  of 
the  resolutions.  Hewas  opposed  to  approprie  ting 
$20,000,  because  he  believed  it  would  do  no  good. 
He  was  also,  opposed  to  the  appropriation  for 
gunboats,  as  iliey  related  to  an  experiment  not 
yet  iricd.  There  were  already  sixty,  for  which 
an  appropriation  ■  had  been  made.  These  tire  a 
sufficient  number  with  which  to  try  the  experi- 
ment. Let  us  first  determine,  their  utility  before 
we  appropriate  large  stims  of  money  j  until  we 
are  satisfied  of  their  utiUly,  let  us  cease  any  far- 
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tber  Bpt)ropri«iioa.  Mr,  L.  said  it  was  not  his 
btbit  10  profesa  coofidence  in  any  man.  In  sBf  ioi^ 
•u,  be  was, not  lo  be  unJersiood  as  Mving  be  had 
less  cODHdence  in  the  members  of  tne  czisiiog 
Admini  SI  ration  (ban  manjr  of  those  who  talked 
much  about  it.         . 

Mr.  Elliot  said  there  wRBDolbiofcfurt her  Ti'om 
kis  inteDtiuD  than  the  making  a  political  or  per- 
•oaal  BEiBck  on  the  colleague  of  the  geaileman 
from  Maryland,  whom  he  respected  as  a  man,  m 
%a  officer,  and  as  a  mtimber  ot  ibe  House. 

Mr.  Llovd  said  he  was  eonrinced  that  the  ob- 
ject of  the  resblutioni  would  be  as  wrell  answered 
two  weekt  hence  as  at  Dreaeot.  For  ibe  purpose, 
therefore,  of. affording  ais- colleagae  an  opporui- 
nity  of  defending  biS  remarks,  and  nodet  b  eon- 
Tiction  that  he  waa,  perhaps,  better  informed  on 
ibe  subject,  than  any  other  member  in  the  Hodm, 
he  moved  tbe  posiponemeat  of  their  further  coa- 
sideratloB  till  Monday  forcnight. 

Mr.  Thohab  hoped  the  resolutions  would  not 
be  postpnoe'd.  He  could  not  conceire  there  was 
■nf  indecoruni  incallingup  the  motutions  lit  the 
abeeoce  of  iheChBirmaD;  and  if  bii  colleague 
had  not  called  them  up,  he  should.  The  period 
of  the  iiessron  was  lace,  and  no  time  could  be  lost. 

Mr.  Ghboo  said  be  thould  role  for  the  postpone' 
mcBI,  Dot  becauw  be  thought  it  indecorous  to 
proceed  in  thin  busiueas  in  the  absence  of  the 
Chairman ;  but  for  other  reasons.  Qne  gentleman 
has  addressed  ni  «■  though  we  were  oh  the  eve 
«f  a  war. 

Mr.  Elliot  obserred  that  he  bad  said  do  such 
thing. 

Mr.  GsBoa.— The  proper  authority  has  advised 
OB  tbai'our  affairs  with  one  of  the  European  Ctov- 
wnmenis  with  whom  we  have  difiVrences  are  ill 
•  favorable  train  for  aecommodaiion.  There  can 
flonsequenily  be  no  mch  appfeheuKioD  from  this 

Juarier.  With  ibe  other  conniry  it  appears  that 
1  differences  are  at  present  waived.  I  beliere 
there  is  do  informstimi  that  the  negotiatjon  is 
^n^  on,  but  ilipre  is  no  siatemeut  that  that  na- 
tioo  IS  preparing  to  attack  Uk.  What  reason,  then, 
u  there  far  apprehending  a  greater  danger  at  this 
period  than  eiiated  seveial  years  ago?  It  was 
then  said  that  we  were  td  have  a  war  'with  anoib- 
er  nation,  and  we  b^en  to  raise  an  aritiy,  and  to 
it  bar  fortification*.  But  the  alarm  subsided. 
«  now  BSiiii  told  that  it  is  necessary  to  re- 
UT  foriificalioBS.'  But  I  believrtbey  hare 
uffered  to  ^o  out  of  repair,  because  they 
wtU  not^Dswer  the  purpo^  for  which  they  w;ere 
intended.  For  ray  pari,  said  Mr,  O.,  if  we  are  to 
bo  engaged  in  a  war,  1  am  wilting  to  go  ail  the 
Iragthof  our  means.  Some  yean  ago  when  it 
was  represented  that  danger  eiisted,  although  I 
«ntenaiBed  a  different  opinion,!  voied,out  of  def- 
•rcDca  10  the  opinions  of  others,  for  raising  ihe 
Army  and  fortifications;  and  if  I  thought  danger 
really  existed  at  the  present  time,  I  would  vote 
for  IW  highest  sum  that  has  beeb  named,  if  gen- 
lUmeir  coqid  persuBde  me  that  It  would  answer 
Ihe  end  eonlemplaied.  i 

ButnygmieBlobjee^n  to  ibeamendment  isj 
ihM  it  ■■  «B  aitenpt  to  alter  oiii  oaval  establish-  j 


nair  o 
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ment  in  a  side  way.  There  can  be  no  donbt  Irat 
thai  it  will  entirely  supersede  the  Navy  Peace 
EsiBblishmenL  It  BppeBm  to  have  beea  thought 
at  the. last  sessioD  that  the  number  of  vessrii  and 
seamen  aoWin  service,  would  be  sufficient  iu  time 
of  peace.  If  a  different  opinioD  is  now  enter* 
tained.  let  the  bill  iSiiug  the  Peace  EsiablisbmeDt 
berevrMd  and  altered;  but,  let  us-not  in  this  aide 
way  give  a  power  to  the  President  at  his  discre- 
tion to  call  iulo  service  oar  whole  naval  forec 

Mr.  Ltoh  declared  biraaelf  also  in  favor  of  the 
pMtpon^eat.  He  beliered  they  were  ia  daoget 
of  a  war,  and  ought  to  pursue, far  more  ener^lie 
measures  than  those  contemplated  by  the  reabln- 
(ioos  under  coasi deration. 

Mr.  Shilib  said  if  be  really  tb<^ght  they  waie 
to  htrre  war,  he  should  think  Seriously  of  defand<- 
ing  the  oouDtry.  But  he  did  not  think  that  any 
of  (he  gentiemen  whd  had  spoken  had  given  any 
reason^  for  thb  appreheosioo.  For  his  part,  Mr. 
8.  said,  he  did  not  see  the  least  prospect  of  war 
with  either  of  the  nations  alluded  lo.  If,  tbeit, 
there  was  no  danfrf  r  of  war,  the  only  thing  le  be 
considered  was  what  was  required  in  a  slAe  of 
peace.  Suppose  our  Qeet  was  before  the  barboi 
of  New  York,  find  sucb  an  occurrence  ahonld 
take  place  as  recently  happened,  was  there  not  the 
greatest  protehiliiy  that  a  war  would  be  the  C(Ni- 
se<]Uence  ;  that  oar  vessels  would  hare  attaekMl 
the  Cambrian  frigate,  when  war  would  have  been 
iaeviiable?  On  thisgrouodfaa  waaa*ersetoatte> 
ing  the  Navy.  He  was  not,howereT,  it  th^aane 
time  averse  to  pntliiiB  onr  ports  and  harbors  in  a 
respectable  state  of  defence.  He  believed,  con- 
sidering all  etrettmstaoceB,  it  would  be  bast  to 
postpone  this  sut^)  to  Monday  week..  U*  WW 
averse  to  so  disiaht  a  potxpoaemeni  as  that  named. 

Mr.  Llotc  acquiesced  ill  this  modificaiido  of 
his  motion, 

Mr.  MiiMroRD. — lO  the  eourae  of  debate  on  Ihi* 
subject  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  mf  friend 
from  Maryland,  whom  I  respect  as  much  as  anv 
gentleman,  and  who  fogght  yoar  baillas  wita 
hopor  to  himself,  and  beate  hoDi>r«ble  seara  in  de- 
fending bis  country's  rights.  1  am  anr*  caitnat  be 
serious  when  he  advised  tbe  inhabitanla  of  ofn 
seaport  towns  at  the  moment  of  danger  to  fly  to 
the  mountaiUB,  atid  leave  all  te  be  despoiled  by 
the  invader.  I  have  Uio  good  an  -opinion  i>t  that 
geailBEoan  to  tbink  he  will  persiM  in  rack  senti- 
ments. He  would,  I  am  penuadedr  be  aniMg 
the  first  defender*  to  fly  lo  our  Bmsianee;  ana 
what  wobld  he  exelaim  if  he  were  told  ea  the 
road  the  iBhabltants  had  fled  to  the  moon  tains, 
without  making  the  least  effort  to  keep  the  enemy 
at  bay  tiniil  their  friends  in  the '  country  cotili 
come  to  their  assistance!  QentlemeD  are  very 
much  mistaken  if  they  think  we  want  expenaive 
establishments  \\tt  a  Qaeia  or  a  Gibraltar ;  we 
only  ask  snch  protection  as  will  seenre  oar  ei- 
posed  seaports  from  the  sudden  sorprise  of  an 

The  geatleman  from  PennsylvaniBjOn  my  right, 

has  observed,  that  we  have  no  plan,  and  that  it 

impiBcticBble  to  fortify  New  York.    Aaolb- 

•atTsnaB,  fro«  North  Carolina.  tkosU  he  ean 
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find  better  methods'  of  diipteio;  of  Ibe  sarpKi) 
Krenne  tban  foriify iog;  oat  porta  Rod  haVbun. 
His  reasons  are  indeed  carious.  Ha  wilLoot  pro- 
tect his  crop,  Dor  evoii  buy  a  key  to  lock  bis  sironj 
box,  because  it  will  cost  him  a  few  datlatf  idi 
e«aM.  I  nill  eadeavor  lo  ihow  the  genilemin 
from  PeDmyWaoja  tbat  it  can  be  defeaded  against 
ihipa  at  l?a«t,  if  il  caiuai  be  from  an  army. '  Why 
we  hare  not  had  k  more  ampi*  ji»tL  offered  by 
tbe  War  Departmest,  in  order  that  we  might  vote 
«id«MtaadlD^y  m  ihta  aabifci,  I  am  UDhUeio 
Bar.  Tlw  reaaoBS  are  batt  kpowa  to  ibamtelTaa. 
1  lUnJt'  it  mT,boaMl«B  doty  lo  lay  bafef*  t^c 
Hawa  rodi  imfarAet  iirfbrniatMB  fei  I  have  been 
able  looollm,  aad  aUM  tb«rtiktre  bcf  their  iadbl- 

Eaea  while  I  eomnanieata  itM  hrTormatimi  I 
TC  reeeirsd  from  LieateDant  GolonH  WjUiams, 
of  the  cDTpa  of  aritllerisii  and  engineer*,  and 
Presideut  of  the'  Military  Philosophical  Society 
of  the  IToiied.  Stales,  established  uoder  the  aus- 
tiieei  or  the  Qofernmeal  at  West  Poim,  Stale  of 
NcwTqrt  J  a  man  of  solid  leaToing.  Muad  judg- 
meDt,  possetsing  a  pnctjeal  knowledge  iii  the 
military  att;  and  I  feet  a  great  Miiaraotion,  after 
four  and  twenty  year*'  actfuaiolaac^  tq  have  it 
ia  my  |}ow«r  to  ailil  my  t^imoDT,  wvib  number-, 
ieaa  otbent,  that  he  ia  worthy  of  having  deioeQij' 
ad  frofn  the  nateMotk  at  tbe  late  renerahle  aa^ 
and  patriot,' Dr.  PranUin.  He  is  a  practical  man, 
•an  eaeonie  the  busiacM  he  reeommeads,  aad 
wboae^QswecaaMfely  rely  on^'iberniiaoib- 
ing  rtawnary  ab»at  him.  I  will  now  b^  leave 
lo  read  nob  ektraabffma  the  tratisaetiaas  of  that 
society,  a«  appear  applicable  to  tbe  sabjecl  before' 
vs,  and  which,  I  think,  in  some  meaBurc,  may  ht 
tonridered  as  an  otieial  docoment; 

"  Wmt  Paurt,  Otttmia-  M,  1806, 


•••■■t  baaatenWr  to  ti 

lU  Oaited.SlBlai  WliUiy 


«d.i«^r. 


I    SOMM.J 

.    —  „   _  _    -.amarr^Mr 

•f  thor  llaluaeliiHU  during  tbe  jar  18M> 

"'' It  be  too  often,  nor  tooiBeng^iMteratad, 

■  ef  piaamlng  peace  ' 


mi  ibo  iBitnMti*! 

-ooaMryniM  in  tbev  BunoMU  UVnfSt  prabably  He 

bniiad  to  thib  c^iDM*.    To  «j"    ■  ■" 

into  one  deposit,  whanee  thay 


..._„- .  i  coontrj  may  reqaiie, 

ia  the  great  end  for  which  the  society  nu  initituled. 
He  fanportanee  of  this  object  ahonld  be  stronglf  iio' 
pTBaaed  on  tbe  min^  of  Amerieana  bj  Ibe  eonaidera- 
lien  that  the  Enropeant,  who  migM  beenma  their  ana- 
mies,  hcra  been  inalnicted  fat  tbe  moat  eflhetmd,  ihoagh 
tbe  fcaraet  ef  aD     •     -  - 


aa  thenatDreofoar  OoTentDtent  is  oppoaed  toaatand- 
ing  army,  so  niadi  oaght  we  to  pTeacrra  and  make 
perfect,  the  meatia  of  railing,  orKantiing,  and  eflecti(> 
all;  ifitMting  the  ojwnllODi  of  a  lamporaiy  one." 
itraets  ft 
try  to  make 
a  few  prepeiatory  reaiarka. 

The  mtem  of  fortmcatioaa  renotamenJed  by 
tbe  celebrated  Vanbaa,  as  well  aa  Ctriiorn,  are 
iranalated  into  all  langvagen,  and  show  they  era 
applicable  only  to  land-  batierie^  ettadels,  iftc, 
against  tbe  attacks  of  an  army.  I  believe  the 
honor  of  infprorement  in  marine  batteries  hai 
been  reserved  for  the  Marquis  of  MoDtalcraberl, 
and  ft  is  presgmed  justly  so,  as  they  combine  so- 
lidity with  durability,  togetber  with  economy  of 
men  and  money. 

From  liigh  auihoritv  I  am  informed  it  has  been 
in  coolemplatioD  witn  the  French  Ooremment 
to  deitiolisn  all  thciV  old  marine. battnira,  in  order 
to  ececi  new  ones  after  the  plan  of  thoae  reeom- 
ntended  by  Momalemben.  lo  tbe  seven  yeara' 
ws»,  a  Britiib  fleet  was  repulsed  off  the  lala  da 
AQ,at  the  mouth  of  t^  river  Charon te,  on  which 
is  and  was  erected  fortifioaiia«s  partly  after  the 
manner  of  Monialenbrrl. 


^ViuUma,  Lieutenant  Colonel  of  Engineers. 

In  many  taatanMa  w«  ban  espoMancad  Ike  ionS- 
ekner  of  batteriea-pUeed  Uang  a  ceaaL  HeM«  lua 
aiiacnaaoDtaapt  far  thia  kiad  af  defanee  among  ^t- 
itaiy  and  naval  oSoan  i' Aon  the  inparfcetioa  of  aoA 


eaUbliahed  that  tbe  fire  of  ahipa.of  vrai  will  ahv^a 
■tlaanelhat  of  any  batteriaa  Ibay  can  tta  againat,  and 
'ataeaeapsrt  can  lia  aa drfsadad  m  to  pewet  eby 
war  bom  ontaijag  U. 

lt4oea  Mt.  bowner,  liidlow  thai  this  maat  alw^a 
be  the  oaaa,  Bn  wa  jaiaiiMa  that  inch  battariaa  ka«a 
Ulli  art*  boMi  badly  eoMtrncMd ,  and  indifltmotlj  arsad. 
Every  kind  irf  wajtike  attack  ar  defeDce  oaght  ta  be 
eooylati^  pawawid  of  Iba  whde  force  it  ia  eapabla 
of:  but  if  liawwa  an  aiigblly  uuuiliuiJlLMl ;  if  Ika* 
;taDiBhadwiihaaQfflGiaM»«BAarWgaB>;  V 
•  BTecaetioa  u  aal  lakea  with  a-  battoiy  Ikal' 
s  afpraachad  by  Aipb  ef  War  a* 
4  taaae^  than  with  one  thai  c 


oaa'dapthi  of  Ao  water,  tha  ditaetiMi  ef  tbe  lals,  te 
•omMsef  lba%hana<la.  cwreMa,  dkc.,ahoaM  be  lakaa 
hito  BonatdeiatieD,  a»d  iiilBnioe  the  popition,  Aapra- 
portioaa,  the  fomi  .and  compodlioti  of  worka  ef  Ibh 
kind;  ftr  it  la  nataafficiant.lhat  they  ahould  batheiO' 
aatvaa  indeatraclBilB  by  a  mtritiina  toiee,  th^  shonU 
aha  pnaaeaa  the  eerlain  power  of  deatmyiDg  any  ab^a 
that  eoaie  vrilhin  their  allot. 

Tharefera  the  coaatnctian  of  marina  battaiiaa  oi^tft 
tobegaidad  by  tba  fallowing  princJplea,  via; 
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of  IhrMhondnd  toicefe,  Mg}ilMii  hundred  laet;  there- 
£>re  a  ihip  would  onlj  wuta  bar  uiiBiiuiitioni  if  lb* 
were  to  tttadt  a  battclr  at  a  gieatar  diaUnce. 

Second.  11  ii  eatabliahed,  in  fortificatioua,  that  tnna- 
kctiy  cannot  take  efleet  at  a  greater  dietanee  than  one 
hondrad  and  fifty  tcnaei.  Dine  hundred  fnt.   . 

Third.  B*ttsri«  on  loo  ground,  and  near  deep  wa- 
ter, ihould  not  be  en  barbettf,  at  wilbont  embnaorMi ; 
baibatta  trntteriaa  being  onlj  proper  in  aitnatiolii  where 
large  ship*  cannot  approach  near  to  Ifaen  or  whan 
Aere  can  be  hut  few  gnne  moonted,  and'orietrheaiy 
metal,  and  when  it.ii  neeeeaaty  to  peint  in  ail  direc- 
tiona,  bj  taming  tha  cArriagw  on  their  pireli ;  hnt 
raeh  batteriea  are  aiach  eipoeed  when  heaTj  ahipa  can 
approach  within  mwket  Aot 

Fourth.  In  all  caeee  where  an.anemj  baa  auieieen- 
tial  ntyect  to  accompliah,  and  batteriea  are  deeigncd  to 
oppoae  hia  progreaa,  it  ia  batter  to  have-none,  tiuleaa 
ther  are  made  etronger  than  the  ehipethe;  are  to  repel ; 
and  we  Ifaiiik  thia  kind  ihoidd  be  made  wholly  of  maaon 

mih.  We  woald)  however,  aatabhah  certain' degreea 
in  Ail  reapect ;  for  it  maal  be  coniidared  tltat  to  defend 
the  entrartCa  of  a  pott  of  any  great  importuite,  more 
paweiftil  mean*  rnnat  be  need  than  to  defend  any  amall 
Iwrtwr,  tinee  it  a  cartain  that  the  enemy'a  attack  will 
be  to  proportioo  to  Ifae  magnitade  of  tlic  cnterpriae. 

Sixth.  The  embraaurei  of  eeaeoaii  battwiee  i^onld 
be  fufficiently  wide  to  allow  the  azii  of  die  bore  of  the 
gnn,  (which  we  will  call  the  aiia  of  the  embraanra,)  to 
txrta  a  horiiontal  angle  of  lwenty-fi*e  dt^reea.  Now 
the  tangent  of  Iwenty-fiVe  degreea,  to  a  radiui  of  three 
hnndred  toiaea  in  length,  ia  one  hundred  and  fbrn 
toilea,  whid)  dateiminea  the  apace  cvtfmauded  by  half 
(he  ambrainre  to  this  diatanae.  In  like  maimer  when 
the  chip  riiall  be  in  a  perpendicnlar  line  al  one  hundred 
and  fifty  toiaea  diatance,  (the  length  at  mn^et  ahol,) 
the  half  ombraanre  will  diacover  a  apace  of  aerenty 

Seventh.  Let  na  aappoae  a  boaat  that  ia  in  a  right 
line,  aaywall  aa  the  fiati  nndn  watec  which  .detanaine 
the  edge  of  the  channel  in  the  diaUnto  of  three  bnn- 
diad  toiaea  from  lb«  eoaal.  In  thia  caae,  Bnpporag  the 
bow  of  tha  ^p  to  be  in-tha  ehaanal,  at  lea  than  om 
Juudted  and  tiatj  taiaee  Aian  Oe  axl*  of  the  fit*t  eia- 
bramai  it  will  be  Been  at  that  inataatalMig  the  ride  «f 
tbe  ambtaanre  af  three  hundred  and  thir^-Mie  loiaea 
diateitcB,  that  being  the  eecml  of  thia  angle,  to  a  ladlaa 
of  three  hundred  towaa;  tbenthiewonldbethegTenteM 
dtrtani-*  at  whidi  tha  battery  ahonU  flie. 

Eightl>.  U  ia  dear  bam  the  fiiiagoing,  that  when 
•hip  ia  aailing  along  a  eoaat  which,  aa  well  a*  iti  bet- 
tary,  ia  in  a  lightlina,  it  will  be  eipoaed  tnia  the  firat 
Bomoilt  it  ia  within  one  hundred  and  forty  toiaea  of 
the  alia  of  tha  Ant  emkeaaoia,  vntit  it    ' 

bandied  and  fntytriee*  from  the  laat,! 

the  length  of  dte  abqt,  in  every  point  of  thai  line  i  and, 
Ml^oaing  tha  battery  to  have  iwenty-finu  pieoei,  and 
the  ahip  to  have  thirty  toiaea  in  length,  ahe  will  have  to 
pea*  through  three  btindrad  and  fi>rty-ai  toiaea  of  e«i- 
■tant  fire,  bafbn  ahe  can  be  out  of  cannon  shot. 
NiilA.  The  width  «S  the  merioaa  leavea  no 
that  cannot  be  Been  at  the  diatanoe  menliDn 
lines  of  (Ire  from  embrastme  that  are  three  .._. 
eighteen  feet  distant  frmn  e«ch  other,  and  with 
epening  not  tfrenty  dagteea,  eroaa  abont  e^l  toi 
and  three  fi»et  frora  tha  inmmit  of  their  angle ;  deduct- 
ing tharafiom  the  thickneaa  of  the  parapet,  there  will 
be  left  five  toiaepAom  the  eiWiior  put,  for  the  diitaAce 
Mwhieh  the  fiie ""   -   -*^ -'  -'  "■- 


u'S'he 


When  the  iDmnit  of  the 


angtea  af  each  enbnurare  are  bntnine 
each  other,  and  tha  opening  altiie^terioreubte'nditn 
angle  of  fifty  dtgreea,  the  hues  of  fire  will  croea  at  nine 
feet  ail  inctiea  from  the  aamniit  of  the  aogle  i  deduct- 
ing from  thii  air  feet  for  the  thickneaa  of  the  wall,  and 
the  dietuice  from  the  centre  of  the  cannon's  Uotion, 
there  wiB  remain  but  two  feet  eight  inches  lor  the  dia- 
tance from  the  extenar'pait  of  tha  wall  to  the  point  of 
intenection  Of  the  crosdng  fires.  From  the  fbrego- 
it  amieara  impossible  that  even  a  boat  could  ts- 
eepa  with  impmtity. 

Tenfh.'  If  a  ^p  were  to  keep  oat  of  the  flre  of  sack 
battery,  her  dietanoe  mml  be  mondiaa  three  hundred 

'  thjr^  toiaea,  as  we  have  ahown.  No«>,'at  tbwdia- 
«  no  ^p.  Bat  even  a  fleet  ooald  iiqqre  a  battaiyaf 
this  deecriptton  to.  any  important  Jegne ;  and'in  east 
there  were  mortars  in  tiM  bat^iy,  the  advantage  a( 
such  a  csutonade  would  [nob^y  be  en  the  aide  oi  the 
battery. 

Eleventh.  But  if  the  thannel  were  at  one  hundred 


and  fifty  toiaes  from  the  battery,  it  woold  be  neceHaiy 
edy  by  its  eooatruction  the  disadvantage  to  whidi 
:posed  by  its  position.    This  is  ^e  great  objec 


to  remedy  b 


ta  secant  one  hundred  and  siitj-Gve  toiaea. 
A  uip,  Aen,  by  getting  apringi  on  its  cables,  in  a  po- 
sition between  two  etDbrianres,  might  be  out  of  the 
sight  of  either,  and,  without  receiving  one  shot,  might 
attack  the  port  with  ita  whole  broadtride.  k  might  ad- 
vance dose  to  the  battery,  and,  by  the  mnskeuy  IhMa 
its  tope,  might  clear  ths'  ramparts  of  every  man.  TUa 
baa  been  the  cass  in  all  those  tast«neas  where  fbita 
have  been  so  easily  deatroyed  by  ahipa  of  ww,  anditis 
thb  which  we  Batter  ounelvca  we  hate  coqupletely 
remedied  in  the  nianner  hereafter  explained. 
•  Twelfth.  Every  btftary  which  i*  liable  to  be  ap 
proached  b^  latge  stiipe  at  the  diatance  of  one  bandied 
and  fifky  toiaea  shoutd  be  built  entirely  of  maaon  woik 
and  caaemated.  It  shaald  be  eaaemated  to  be  pioteet- 
ad  ftam  Ilka  fire  of  muAetry  from  tbe  stupe'  lops^  and 
of  meaon  work  to  reaiat  the  fiisce  Of  artille^,  dso  to 
permit  a  marer  poailion  of  thqgana,a&dB  greater  an- 
gla  to  the  enbta^utes. 

Thirteenth.  In  general,  marina  battariea  ahoold  be 
terminated  in  eironlar  fbim,  ao  that  there  may  be  no 
paint  within  the  reach  of  oannen  shot,  where  «  ship 
might  ride  without  being  exposed  to  their  Sre ;  this. 


Foaiteeoth.  I 


hbat 


of  gnna,  like  the  ehip  against  vhieh  they  ate  to  aM, 
and  tha  gnna  ^onld  be  aa  neer  to  each  other  aa  ihsy 
are  in  a  ship  of  war;  th^  ihctnld  be  pimililtally  snp 
plied  with  oovared  nuaketoy,  in  poiata  where  Ihay  can 
be  approached  within  musket  Bliot>  and  then  the  ships 
and  not  the  battery  would  have  the  moat  to  ftar  from 
anaUaek- 

Fiftaeoth.  In  short,  every  faaltafy  itenU  have  a  de- 
fence peculiar  to  ileelC  Ilshoaldnotbesateeptibleof 
being,  aa  it  were,  aaiiad  by  tbe  throat ;  it*  redatanoe 
shoidd  be  in  every  direction  fiom  whi^  an  attack  it 
poaaible,  and  it  should  bav«  an  impoang  artiUery  op 
the  land  as  well  sa  on  tha  aea  aide. 

Nott  by  tkt  Timulator. 

These  principles  are  displayed  by  an  annexed  plan, 
elevatian,  and  section-  In  the  idan,  two  towM^  wiA 
the  regular  boos,  are  connected  by  a  curtain  at  a  dis- 
tance from  centre  to  centra  of  sixty  toiaea,  with  linta 
of  fira  from,  the  towen  in  evei;  dinctioii  (y  aea  and 


dbyGoo^le 


U5 


mSTOBY  OF  GONORSSS. 


U6 


FSBHUABT,  1807. 


H.OPR. 


towen  tie  covend  bf  ■  ciietalur  p«rBp«t,  -whicSJi 
bomb  proof,  sud,  while  it  eommaodi  all  aioUud,  it  pro- ' 
tacU  lI|  beloir. 

Tbit  plan  ia  Dpon  too  aatil  «  (cale  to  show  the  Sptni- 
inga  for  the  ni)]ueti7  in  the  eletation;  the  number  of 
cannon  in  h  giTon  apace  may  "be  counted,  and  it  wiD 
be  thentb;  aeeii  that,  in  oidinuy  bstt«iies  of  one  Una, 
when  the  diataiiee  ftam.«ach  fan  ia  mgllteen  feet,  for 
ererf  Aot  meb  a  battery  eonld  6te,  these -towara- and 
cwtaiB  woold  fire^,  OMn^gonly  theaameiafiaceof 
gnnad,  and  this  without  lOoontiQg  (he  ..eannaii  that 
■igfatbe  mounted  oi  th»  top  of  the  wholo.  BdUnd 
eTM7  ^oftine.fci  aBMll  anna  ia  an  apazbr^iht  for  two 
oi  iBoto  aoldias,  ao  that  thia  woik  la  at  once  ■  fort  apd 
baftaeka  i  Hm  aeetiMl  dinplajs  the  inUiior,  with  Iha 
axbaain  fitMSlf,  aCcoidiiK tothelineaof viaioninpei- 
apacti*^  and  the  drcuUi'  ^Mrtiuea  aboTe  give  free  paa- 
aage  to  the  amoke,  which  haa  am^de  room  to  ipread 
ilaelf  among  the  arcliea.  The  jepreaentstion  of  a  bro- 
ken paititioa  di»coien  tboaoldien' apartment.'  A  au- 
perior  Ggk(r«  describes  a  detached  tower. 

The  worka  of  the  ManiuiaTof  Hontalembert,  (ten 
Tolumea  quirti)i)  it  a  believed,  have  not  yet  appeared 
in  Engliah,  and  the  copy  from  which  the  foregoing  wa> 
tranalated,  is  probably  the  only  one  in  Americwi  handa. 
They  weie  imported  for  the  nae  of  Aie. Military  Acade- 
mji  and  ipake  a  taluable  portion  of  it*  library. 

I  BOW  tome  to  the  graad  qeeaiton— What  will 
be  the  coat  of  this  plan  of  fortifii;BtioD  1  Maota- 
l«iabert  £ftlctiUteB  Uie  wtiole^at  £^000  cubi^  tcisea 
solidinaaoDTy,  wbich,.  reduced. to  oor  measine, 
coines  v«rf  Dear  25,000  perches — wy,  that  t^bout 
$160,000  wtU  be  niffioiem  to  build  a  rortificafion 
capable  of  firing  oBe  huitdTed  and  twenty  f  uiis  at 
«ach  discharge  upon  one  and  the  saibe  obj,ee(.  It. 
cannot  b«  denied  thai  marine  battenes)  conitructr 
ed  on  iheae  pripciples,  must  unite  the  gruatestad- 
Tantages.  TiM  four  tier  of  ths  amrtiae,  -which. 
UDita  the  towera,  ooDtaio  9&  pieces  of  caononj  to 
that,  by  iacluding  the  fire  from  the  tow^n.apaas- 
iog  ahip  would  receive  130  ahot  at  every  dis- 
charge  tbrooffboni  (he  whole  space  it  woiUd  have 
to  pus  in  a  right  line ;  the  exleni  of  the  space,  if 
the  ship  were  at  400  yards,  would  be  360  yards ;  if 
at  60O  yards  diaianee,  the  ship  would  be  exposed 
u>  such  a  fire  daring  the  itoie  of  sailing  612 
yards.  The  paaaage,  then,  between  two  such  bat- 
leiiai,  one  on  each  ude  of  the  Nariow»— that  i^ 
b«twe«n  the  Reef  and  Sigoal  hill,  is  but  about 
1,300  or  1,400  yards,  so  that,  coning  with  bo.ws  in, 
and  sailing  through,  a  shin  would  be  eip^^ed  at 
oBce  to  both  batteries,  of  240  shot  at  each  dia- 
charge — the  mea  all  the  while  covered.  It  mtut 
alio  be  considered  that  Bomorediaciplioed  troops 
woald  be  required  than  tnerely  to  lasecareof  the 
place  and  keep  it  in  order,  for  the  militia  artillery 
eompaniea  could  answer  any  supply  of  meo  want- 
ed, when  figbting  became  necessary.  This  work 
will  be  better  than  any  that  haa  hitherto  been  ex- 
ecuted, and  if  it  should  prore  to  be  pachae  weare 
anored  it  will  be,  tbe  grand  desideratum  of  foni- 
lying  one  ports  with  great  efficacy  combined  with 
great  ecpaomy  will  be  gained. 

It  is  evident  from  ibe  plan  of  such  a  work] 
which  I  bare  seen  in  the  original,  tbat  from  a  gi)Q 


which  can  be  fired  from  tbe  requisite  apace  in 
any  fortification  now  existing  in  ibis  country, 
without  extending  thai  space,  and,  of  course,  with- 
out additional  foundation,  six  guns  may  be  fired. 
That  is,  the  guns  are  twice  a^  near  to  each  other, 
and  instead  uf  one  there  are  three  tiers,  all  bomb 

Eroof,  arched  overpach  embra:<ure,  or  rather  port 
ole,and  capable  of  containing  a  complement  of 
men  all  under  cover.  In  going  over  a  hasty  trans- 
lation of  part  of  thia  work,  some  inaccuraciea 
may  have  occurred,  but  tlie  observations  are  be- 
lieved to  be  substantially  correct. 

Xbis  plan  is  presumed  to  be  solid,  durable,  and 
proportionate  to  the  end  desired  ;  but  it  cannot  be 
carried  into  effect  without  money  ;  and  as  1  have 
always  undersi 00 il  monev  was  the  sinews  of  war, 
and  as  I  am  not  disposed  to  sit  down  quietly  with 
folded  tarms,  despise  my  enemy,  and  cry^ace, 
peace,  when  there  is  nocertainiy  how  lonz  it  may 
continup,  I  am  fur  adopting  a  broad  and  liberal 
policy,  by  extending  ihe  arm  of  national  defence 
throughout  the  whole  Union,  and  ii: 
low-citizens  with  confidence  in  thei: 


war,  will  be  ihesure  means  of  permanenlly  si 
inc  your  peace.  I  do,  therefore,  hope  this  House 
wul  exercise  ih.eir  own  sober  judgment,  and  then 
I  am. persuaded  they  will  be  convinced  that  the 
sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars,  filled  up  io  thb 
bilL  for  the  fortifications  of  all  our  exposed  porta 
and  harbors  is  totally  inadequate  to  the  desired 
objecti^I  meaj)  all  the  ports,  because  some  gentle- 
men seem  to  carry  itie  idea  that  the  appropriatioa 
is  for  the^city  of  New  York  alone.  I  mention  this 
eircumataace,  supposing  it  might  be  the  idea  of 
other  gentlemen,  1  was  advocating  far  that  city 
exclusively.  Sir,  I  disdain  such  a  narrow  policy. 
I.  have  come  here  to  promote  the  beet  interests  of 
this  Union,  by  pursuing  magnanimous  and  liberal 
views,  .and  in  defending  our  seac oasts, 'ports,  and 
harbors,  do  conceive  I  am  carrying  that  object 
into  effect,  together  with  such  other  general  meas- 
ures as  may  appear  proper  to  pursue,  and  which 
the  exigencies  of  our  common  country  may  re- 
quire. ) 

Shall  it  be  said,  and  go'abroad  in  our  nation, 
that  the  Congress  of  the  United  Stales  appro- 
priated $20,000  to  build  a  custom-house  in  New 
Orleans,  ^d  only  830,000  ia  defence  of  fourteen 
hundred  miles  of  seacoast,  on  which  are  situated 
her  most  populous  cities,  for  the  reception  of  the 
surplusproduations'of  her  soil;  aiid  that  the  farm- 
ers, the  planters,  and  the  cultivators  of  that  soil 
would  not  afford  protection  to  (heir  own  property 
deposited  in  those  placet  for  safe-keeping  and  a 
caarketl  To  me  it  is  incomprehensible,  Unless  I 
sbpuld  indulge  the  idea  that  the  enemies  of  youi 
peace  and  tranquillity  have,  by  their  slander  sand 
impositions  upon  tbe  well-meaninz  citizens  of  the 
interior  of  the  nation,  represented  the  inhabitants 
of  your  cities  as  actuatea  by  sinister  views,  and 
that  they  only  wanted  jobs  to  make  monev;  noih* 
ing  can  be  more  illiberal,  they  are  frjenos  from 
choice,  aod  from  one  of  the  strongest  of  all  mo- 
tires,  ihe  mutual  interest  they  have  in  the  ptos- 
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icritf  of  each  other\i  apricuhare  aadcammprce. 

Why  all  tbis  apailiy,  aad  wbf  recaiErmead  fiyiog 
to  the  monntBiDs  for  proteclioD?  Isil  incontein- 
plaiion  10  abaadoQ  theseacoasiallog^iherT  What 
will  Jhis  finally  end  ml  I  arti  serioualjr appre- 
tieoMve  of  its  uliiniate  coDSfqueoce*.  I;  il  hTiIk 
power  of  any  maa  to  calcniaie?  Is  it  not  more 
ihaa  buiDBD  foresight  caa  nredict?  Isoorwdule 
Adaoiic  coast  and  its  inhaDitaotstobeabandooed 
to  their  fktel  Do  genilemeD  thick  ibey  have  got 
no  feelings  nor  any-righls?  Vou  may  refuse  to 
hear  lheiD,aDd  De^ett  to  protect  thera,  uoiil  roa 
alienate  their  affections  froio  the  mttioa.  They 
are  cODsoioos  of  baving  performed  all  theirduties 
■a  bithfal  citizeat  of  the  Uoioa.  What  no  be 
tbe  caoM  of  this  distinction  7 

I  do  bom  this  House  will  pume  a-bro^d  and 
liberal  policy,  and  exercise  their  owd  judgmr-* 


It  being  feiteredand 
shackled  wilt)  tbose  things  called  esiimaies,  some- 
times ca  I  lias  for  enormous  sums,  and  at  others 
you  are  left  in  the  dark,  and  most  vote  with' 
ODt  having  the  requisite  facts  before  yoU-  We 
represent  ireemeo,  and  1  do  hope  werhaU  exercise 
oar  ConscitDtioDal  right's  in  aaoptiag  sDch  meas- 
rares  aa  we  may  think  proper.  There  isnoihiac 
I  more  ardently  desire,,  than  lo  see  the  chain  irt 
this  Union  streogihened  aiid  brtg-htened  more  and 
morel  and  hope  we  iball~aot  tw  charged  with 
baring  neglected  lo  keep  the  polish  bright.  Shall 
it  be  said  tne  niplhCoDgressaufftireditiiicaN'ode?' 
I  hope  not  I  am  sure  ihey  wilt  not  sofler  apy 
inch  imputRiion,  aodl  do  trust  in  the  nrognnoiiii' 
ity  of  this  House,  ibat  ibey  will  agree  to  Bll  this 
blank  with  such  a  sum  ir  will  give  us  solid  and 
permanent  defence  of  all  the  exposed  ports  oa 
our  Atlantic  coast.  'Conceiv,inK  it  the  duly  of 
Chis  nattoD  to  weigh  well  these  tact^.  which  have 
come  with  irresislihie  force  ou  my  own  mind,  I 
kopethe  House  will  excu»  my  taking  up  so  much 
of  their  time  in  dischar^iog  ibose  duties.  I  shall 
take  anoiher  opporiuniiy  of  making  further  ob- 
Mr*alioi)8.  In  the  meanwbtle,  I  do  hope  the  mo- 
tion'to  postpone  will oot obtain.  - 

When  Mr.  M.  had  ooacluded— 

Mr.  Eluot  said  heshoutd  not  haTe  risen  again,, 
kkd  Bot  his  remarks  been  mlsuoderBEood.  He  had 
not  said  thai  he  expected  war  during  tbe  recera. 
Be  had  ojily  intimated  the  expectation  that  the 
moment  of  danger  would  occur  in  (he  recess.  He 
Was  willing  lo  go  ftinher,  and  to  say  thai  he  be- 
lieved the  moment  of  danger  had  already  arrived. 
Re  believed  the  greatest  danger  of  war  now  ex- 
isted, and  that  it  could  not  be  avoided  without 
sational  degraducion.  He  said  he  had  spoketi  of 
no  secret  documents,  nor  oT  a.  secret  Cabinet,  if 
any  such  existed -,  but  he  alluded  to  publications 
hi  the  uevrspapers,  from  which  we  knew  that'we 
were  under  the  necessity  of  making  a  treaty  with 
Spain,  under  tbe  dictation  of  France,  or  of  going 
to  war  with  both  those  nations.  Was  It  not  then 
a  time  of  the  grtaiest  danger?  He  had,  however, 
hit  liiEle  expectation,  Ibough  the  national  honor 
required  war,  that  we  should  be  engnged  in  war. 
Oa  Uie  contrary,  he  believed  that  the  old  maxim 


of  millibnRfor  dtfeDce,lHit  DotacnilforlrilraW, 
was  about  to  be  reversM. 

Mr.  VipK. — With  the  geoileman  Just  sat  down, 
I  apprebend  there  is  some  danger  when  gentle- 
men are  so  alarmed  and  bewildered  in  their  ima- 
ginations as  entirely  -lo  lose  sight  of  the  question 
of  postpanemeot  before  the  House,  and  to  go  inlo 
tbe  general  principles  and  policy  of  fortiGaatinna,  - 
aad  when  ai  laere  .queslion  of  policy  is  found  to 
draw  lATth  auch  a  discnsaioiL  I  did  not  expect, 
OS  SKoh  an.  oetnaiodj  thai  any  .geDtleBan  wotiu 
hftve  to  hfai  biniaelf  m  the  niaaes  of  fancy  a*  W 
mke  hinndf  balievfl  ttait  ke  paw  thiaga  vfaioh 
dU  AOl'«ki«t,'aBd  {VMliet  eveols  wJiIek  ng  ralioa- 
al  man  bclievaa'wiU  cvrc  take  place-.  Uy  ool- 
leagoekaa  satd'tbat  we-muat  auDerttaiioBU  dia- 
grace,  or  have  a  war  with  StMia  and  Fv*a«« ;  that 
we  dare  sot  deoy  thia  and  give  the  people  the  in- 
formation we  p<kMss.  I  wi<lh  to  know  wfaat  ia- 
foriUHtiao  we^nave  to  give?  I  wii^h  geottemen 
to  pofntit  oat.  Has  anything  transpired,  like  that 
alluded  tOby  my  colleague,  to  warrant  his  asser- 
tion 7  Nothing  of  the  kiad  has ;  there  is  po  prob- 
ability of  war;  appearances  now  are  not  so  un- 
favorable B9  they  were  One  year  ago.  To  main- 
tain peace  with  other  naiioni,  it  is  neces.oary  that 
we  should  treat  them  with  decent  respect,  and 
have  some  kind  of  conBdi^ce  in'  them  ;  there 
ought  on  onr  part  to  be  manifested  a  dispoaition 
to  keep  peace-,  b  this  tbe  way  (o  show  aoch  « 
confidence?  To  declara.wo-  are  oa  the  ire  of  a 
war  while  wk  lire  in  tbe  midat  efj  a  negmiatioB, 
which  proioiaes  a  happy  one  ?  I  we  oo  beoefit  in 
such  obsertatiotia;  1  diseavd  tfcem.  Qentl«meR 
seem  to  Aiitk  fortrfiontiwis  of  such  iSportanM 
(kal,  if  erbcted,  they  would  Arotect  the  eonntrjr 
from  war,  tbeir-ahipa  fro«  plunder,  thvirscaaaeB 
from  iosnlt  and  imprisonment.  Jf  fortilicationa 
eould  answer  tlu  sood  pnrpoaes  stated,  it  would 
be  proper  ta  make  (ttesi.  sill  has  eiperience  de- 
cided in  theirfarort  Lo<A  at  Ike  old  world;  let  ua 
pn>fii  bf  their  examples.  The  Baiio  a  of  ^ortye 
Dave  gone  into  extenviVe  plans  of  fortificntiena 
and  armainents.  Hare  not  war  and  devMtnticn 
Spread  ~ihemsel res  from  one  ead  to  the  other  of 
that  continent?  Have  foriifiealiDos  protected 
ihcm7  Hare  tbey. not,  on  tbe  aom^ry,  b«««' 
amAog  the  eaoses  of  the  devaatatiou  and  mi«Mf 
in  that  coimiry  ?  There  is  more  reason  far  Iheaa 
hi  tbe  oW  world  than  h«r#.  There  every  nation 
is  sarroaeded  by  enemieiand  jealoas  of  its  neigh- 
bors, while  here  we  are  divided  from  tbe  old 
world  aitd  powerful  rivajs  by  an  immense  occm. 
When  we  were  weak,  and  straggMjIirotigfa  im- 
minent danger  to  giaour  jn^epeadence,  we  then 
relied  on  the  yeomanry  of  o»r  aonntry.  In  17M 
(i^«at  Britain  inaulied  our  lag  and  ihnateaed  na 
with  the  hoMllitiM  of  the  lodiaDs.  Did  we  than 
avert  tbe  calamity  by  fbnifying  or  butldiag  na< 
vies?  Nu,  other  measures  were  resorted  to  and 
proved  successful ;  since  which  it  has  no  happened 
that  we  have  experienced  the  blea^ngs  of  peace 
and  haopiness  beyotul  any  naiion  on  fearth.  I 
will  ask  whrtber  we  are  In  more  danger  now 
than  ID  1793?  If  D«t,.whei«  it  the  Becessiiy  of 
tboM  expeuire  iMMWtf  T 
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In  1798  Fniitce  threaWned  us  with  wRr.  We 
did  not  then  carry  on  roriifications  to  any  great 
extent.  We  .have  been  profrreising  ever  aince  io 
■UeDgtb  and  numbers,  aDil  yet  we  are  now  ciUed 
00  to  fortify  wheo  we  ar«  not  threatened  by  any 

I  presume  the  ^reat  body^  of  the  yeomanry, 
whenever  their  rights  are  invaded,  or  danger 
offers,  will  be  ready  to  meet  and  repel  it  Form- 
erly we  depended  upon  them,  ana  we  were  not 
disappointed.  I  believe,  if  danser  were  nqw  to 
preMnt  itself,  we  sboold  not  be  oiMppointed. 

Gentlemen  say  we  oDgbt  to  inspire  our  people 
with  confidence.  Is  this  the  way,  by  eieiiing  a 
eUmor  of  imaginary  danger,  and  telling  ihem 
they  ean  only  rely  oh  fortincalions  ?  ~ 

Mr.  F.  said  he  wonld~  have  no  objection  to  or- 
dering two  or  three  of  the  public  vessels  4o  New 
York,  where,  in  ease  of  danger,  they  might  be 
manned  by  their  own  seamen.  Bat  he  did  not 
see  at  present  the  necenity  of  the  measures  asked, 
or  the  existence  of  the  danger  pointed  ont.  He 
was  in  favor  of  the  postponement. 

Mr.  Van  Cobtlakdt  said  this  subject  was 
highly  important,  is  it  respected  the  tafeiA  of  the 
country.  He  did  not  wish  the  raFasores  of  de- 
fence entirely  confined  to  fortificatioas.  They 
had  a  nnmberof  vessels  of  war,  which  bethought 
might  be  advaitageously  used  as  cireumstsnces 
might  require.  Let  tlien  the  sum  that  is  pro- 
posed be  appropriaied,  and  let  the  President  uae 
It  as  he  pleases,  either  in  gunboats  or  fortifica- 
tions. He  was  against  the-poatponement;  that 
the  sense  of  the  I^use  might  be  tried  on  the  mo- 
tion he  had  the  honor  of  submitting. 

Mr.  Thomas  said,  if  the  motion  to  postpone 
was  persisted  in,  he  should  be  under  the  necessity 
of  asking  the  yeas  and  nays,  as  it  wantto  involve 


a  dedra  to  defeat  this  measnr^  in  an  unfair  way, 
as  he  had  declared  himself  against  it  in  any  shape 
in  which  it  coald  be  presented  to  the  Honse. 
Gentlemen,  however,  would  recollect  that  this 
measure  bad  been  recommended  by  the  President 
at  the  opening  of  the  session— that  it  had  been 
referred  to  a  select  committee  who  had  not  re- 
ported tjntil  sometime  in  Jaouary — that  it  lay  on' 
tb«  table  in  consequence  of  the  indisposiiioa  of 
the  chairman  of  this  committee — and  that  after 
more  than  two-thirds.of  the  sesaiaa  had  passed  it 
was  at  last  taken  ap  for  consideration.  Under 
these  atrcamslaneeSiinough  the  measure  is  yetin  a 
perfectly  immature  state,  and  when  there  was  but 
fonr  weeks  of  the  session  remaining,  a  motion' is 
made  to  postpone  it  for  half  the  remaining  time. 
Conid  gentlemen  look  at  these  circumalances  and 
not  see  that  the  motion  was  evidently  mtended  to 
defeat  the  whole  measure  1 

Mr.  Lloyo  said  he  would  most  cheerfully  jdio 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  in  calling  tor  the 
yeas  and  nays.  It -was  never  bis  wish  to  vote  in 
conclave,  and  if  every  man  in  America  were  pres- 
ent, he  should  speak  and  vote  as  he  then  did.  It 
was  an  unpleasant  tHiing  for  him  to  be  again  un- 
der the  neceskity  of  assigning  his  reasons  for  this 
»th  COH.  Sd  Ssss.— 15 


motion.  His  colleague  had  reported  the  resolu- 
tions under  conaideralioQ,  and  had  voted  for  every 
part  of  them.  If.  therefore,  gentlemen  would  con- 
sent to  wait  until  be  should  rrturo,  they  would 
have  one  more  vote  for  them.  It  Was  ohvioua 
that  this  would  be  the  stmngest  reason  on  earth, 
for  making  his  motion,  if  his  object  were  to  de- 
f^t  the  resolutions.  His  primary  motive  for  the 
motion  had  been  to  give  bis  collt-ague  an  oppor- 
tunity of  vindicating  the  arguments  be  had  urged 
on  this  subject  Mr.  L.  said  the  arguments  of 
gentlemen  in  opposition  had  famished  him  witli 
additional  motivesto  postpone  the  subject.  They 
tell  us  that  war  is  impcndm^.  Far  his  own  part 
he  saw  no  reason  for  this  opinion ;  hut  a  short  de- 
lay mi^ht  throw  some  light  on  this  point,  and 
might,  if  such  an  opinion  appeared  to  be  well 
founded,  induce  those  at  present  opposed  to  the 
resolutions  to  vote  for  them.  If  the  existence  of 
danger  could  be  satisfactorily  shown  to  him,  he 
Would  go  as  far  auy  man  in  defending  the  coun- 
try. But  without  such  pioof,  he  would  never 
consent  to  be  lavish  of  thousands. 
.  Mri  L.  said  that  he  did  oot  pretend  to  possess 


So  far  as  respected  the  principle  of  a  fortification, 
his  opinions  were  oo  doubt  correct.  But,  allow- 
ing his  premises,  was  he  to  infer  that  the  United 
States  were  competent  to  fortify  a  coast  of  a  thau~ 
sand  miles  in  extent  1  If  it  were  intended  to  for- 
tify ibe-wbole  coast,  he  would  ssk  where  were 
the  funds'!  Because  *e  will  not  defend  the 
whole  coast,  are  we  to  be  told  that  the  people  ere 
not  protected?  Because  we  do  oot  accomplish 
that  which  is  impossible,  are  We  to  be  charged 
with  a  disregard  to  the  iotercets  of  the  natitm  ?— 
when  every  man  knows  that  it  is  impossible  to 
defend  the  seacoast  without  a  vast  standing  army 
and  an  enormous  e^wnse,  which  (he  nation  is 
not  how  able  to  bear  i  So  far  from  the  omisaion 
to  do  this  alienating  the  aflectious  of  the  people 
from 'the  Qovemment.  he  thought  that  the  meas< 
ares  urged  by  gentlemen  would  be  the  most  effbci- 
oal  means  of  alienating  them. 

Mr.  MAstBaa.— The  Representattves  from  New 
York  have  not  contended  for  partial  app-onria- 
tions,  as  many  gentlemen  seem  to  suppose.  They 
conteod  for  a  much  larger  sum  to  be  appropriated 
than  is  now  filled  in  the  blank  of  the  resolution, 
to  enable  the  President  Io  begin  and  complete 
permaoeot  works  for  fortifications  at  the  most  im- 
portant and  defenceless  places.    The  last  session 


port  and  harbor  of  New  York ;  the  Legislature  of 
that  Stale  instructed  their  Senators  and  requested 
ibeii  Representatives  to  use  their  best  endeavors 
to  induce  Congress  to  fortify  and  defend  the  port 
and  harbor  of  that  city ;  which  mnst  be  admitted 
isin  a  defenceless  situation, and  can  beap|>ioached 
by  water  from  two  different  poinlSjSnd  laid  under 
contribution  by  a  single  frigate..  The  decision  of 
this  House  was  then  against  us.  The  applica- 
,tiuns  from  the  city  of  New  York  have  been  re* 
newed)  almost  innumerable  petitions  an  before 
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you,  and  wbat  are  we  toid  ?  Rather  tban  fortify, 
genilemeD  would  sooneT  see  our  citizens  flee  to 
the  mouQiaiai  for  proteetioo.  Yet,  sii,  like  the 
Arabs;  behold  thepiclore!  70,000  men,  womeD, 
and  cbildren,  in  oae  city,  deeiog  io  confusion 
from  their  homes.  Never,  never,  let  it  again  be 
said  that  Americans  most  flee  before  an  enemy 
for  the  want  of  th«  proieciion  of  your  Oovero- 
ncDt.  If  they  must  flee,  let  it  be  at  the  point  of 
the  bayonet,  with  force  opposed  Io  force. 

It  is  painful  to  me  to  see  the  disposition  of  this 
Houae  so  hostile  lo  ererything  that  looks  like  a 

?stemalie  policy  of  permanent  national  defeSce. 
he  additional  sum  of  930,000,  added,  to  the  un- 
expended balance  of  the  last  year,  issoedntnnpti- 
ble  a  lunl,  that  it  has  the  appearance  of  ridicule 
on  your  pet  Iti  oners. 

Was  there  ever  a  civilized  nation  under  heaven, 
in  the  same  circumstances,  wbo  so  completely 
neslBCted  to  fortify  their  principal  places  and  mest 
vuRierable  poiolsv  ~  We  are  constantly  insulted 
and  constantly  in  treaty  with  other  nations,  year 
after  year,  in  order  to  settle  differences  and  pre- 
serve peace.  Yet  we  pursue  no  efficient  measures 
for  fortification  and  defence.  The  most  part  of 
our  seaport  towns  from  Gteorgia  to  Maine  are  lia- 
ble to  be  laid  in  ashes  by  themost'insigniflcant 
(dree.  If  you  eipeci  to  enjoy'yotir  independence 
and  liberty,  you  must  protect  that  independence 
and  liberty;  if  you  enjoy  inalioiable  rights,  you 
most  protect  and  defend  those  rights,  or  the  ene- 
mies of  our  republican  insiiiocions  will  ridicule 
yoor  Ghjvernraeat,  and  laugh  at  yoor  weakness ; 
which,  indeed,'  tbey  have  already  done.  I  hope 
that  neither  the  position  of  this  Hoom  nor  tbe 
Oods  will  invite  traitors,  conspirators,  pirates,  and 
picaroons,  to  ^lory  and  forrone,  at  the  expense  of 
the  interest  dtgniiy,  and  honor  of  this  nation. 

Tbo  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  woold 
seem  to  carry  the  idea,  as  though  great  things 
were  doing  for  New  York ;  but  ibis  is  to  be  felted 
by  the  expenditure  and  appropriation.  Some  gen- 
tlemen say  that  the  Secretary  of  War  is  the  pro- 
per organ  and  aource  of  information  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  he  does  not  want  any  further  appropria- 
tion for  fortification*.  If  this  is  his  opinion,  or 
tbat  ^80,000  can  be  useful,  or  answer  any  valua- 
ble purpose,  or  that  the  nation  ought  not  to  be 
fortified;  then  I  say  it  is  time,  high  lime, that  the 

food  old  patriot  retire  from  the  War  Department, 
say  it,  and  as  an  independent  Representative, 
nava  a  right  to  say  it,  for  such  is  my  opinion.  I 
am  for  a  regular  aysteiA  of  national  defence,  the 
Secretary  ofWar  to  the  contrary  noiwithsunding. 
Mr.  Van  Rbrbbeuer.— I  am  against  the  mo- 
tion for  postponement.  Alihoogbl  have  no  rea- 
son to  believe  that  any  obMrvationt  I  can  ofler 
will  alter  a  vote  given  iu  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  I  consider  it  a  duty  inetiiatwnt  on  me  to 
deliver  my  sentiments  on  the  general  question 
now  before  you.  The  sum  of  ^000  has  been 
voted  for  fortifying  the  poruand  tiarboreof  the 
United  Sutes,  and  9850,000  for  building' gun- 
boats.   The  peculiar  situation  of  Nevt  York  re- 


boats.  The  peculiar  situation  of  Nevt  York  re- 
onires  a  speedy  decision — not  that  I  ealeulaleon 
UM  preteat  af^ropriation  as  an  object  by  «bieh  it 


will  in  the  least  be  benefitted,  but  I  think  it  of  the 
first  importance  the  citizens  should  know  the  fate 
of  their  application  to  Congress  for  an  appropria- 
tion  adequate  Io  fortifying  the  port  "against  na- 
tional  hostility  and  predatory  incunions,"  a  port 
that  renders  to  your  Treasury  above  one-fourth 
of  the  whole  revenue  of  the  United  Slates.  The 
friends  of  this  measure  are  peculiarly  unfortunate, 
whenever  this  question  ia  discussed  od  the  floor 
vf  Congress,  from  the  man  oer  in  which  it  is  treated. 
For  the^are  lold,  that  it  is  the  height  of  Ibllv  to 
fortify,  inasmuch  as  the  slim  requisite  will  be 
enormoMs,  and  after  all  an  army  oan  land  and  sub- 
due the  fortreMea.  If  we  ask  for  fortifications 
that  will  inspire  confidence  and  reader  our  city 
secure  against  the  attack  of  a  picaroon,  we  are 
told,  by  the  opposen  of  fortificatiana,  that  there  ti 
a  profound  peace,  and  no  danger  to  be  appta- 
bended.    If  I  undentand  anything  reapecling  ovr 

Sublic  relations,  this  proposition  is  fallacious  avd 
angeroui.  For  so  threatening  is  the  aspect  <f 
OUT  a&ira,  that  the  whole  nation  is  alive  with 
anxiety  about  the  result  But  let  us  admit  tot  a 
moment,  that  we  have  no  came  of  apprehension 
from  ^road.  Are  iheta  no  other  oonsideratioos 
that  m^it  aiteniion,  and  call  for  a  ^oerons  ap- 
propriation towards  securing  the  ouy  of  New 
York  against  an  attack  oa  the  proputy  of  its  eit- 
zens  and  its  banks?  Have  w«  not  wi,thin  lea 
than  twelve  months  seen  an  extraordinary  arni» 
meo(  fitted  out  in  otir  ports  to  invada  aomeof  the 
Spanish-  provinces  in  South  Americal  I  mean, 
sir,  the  Miranda  amumnUi  and  haro  we  not 
been  told  f^om  the  highest  authority,  reeeoily, 
that  an  enterpriae  has  been  forioed,  and  movfr 
meats  made  either  to  sever  the  Union,  or  iitvade 
Mexico  from  your  owu  territory,  and  by  yoar 
own  citixensi  An  enterprise,  and  movemeDti 
that  have  excited  and  continue  to  excil^  sueb 


igh  the  Union,  which  if  any  pcnon  had  pre- 
dicted' eighteen  months  a|^,  he.  would  have  beta 
called  a  madman.  And  will  gentlemen  peraist  in 
saying  ihattt  is  folly  for  as  !•  giurd  New  York 
against  possible  and  prohable  events  1  What  is 
the  object  of  Miranda  and  Burr's  expedilions  bat 
money  1  What  gives  life  M  their  annamcata  but 
the  dollars  of  Mexico  and  the  waalth  of  PernT 
Can  any  man  suppose  that  Biur,  or  Miranda, 
could  filM  fidtowers  in  an  expedilioBU.the  inhos- 
piiabla  regions  of  Cape  Horn?  Woold  it  m- 
prise  you  more,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  hear  that  a  set  of 
renegado  Americans,  or  blacks  from  the  island  of 
Hayti,  had  laid  New  York  under  eontribution 
with  an  armament  (fn  its  present  deCracclesi 
state)  than  that  Miranda  should  attempt  to  eon- 

SDer  Sonih  America  with  one  am^ed  ship,  and 
iurr  sever  the  Union,  or  invade  Mexico  by  you 
own  citizens?  Notwithstanding  iherarmamsDt 
has  failed,  and  the  expedition  is  crushed,  yet,  air, 
I  undertake  to  say,  that  our  fears  ate  not  grooad-, 
less  as  to  the  poasibility  of  phiadering  the  city  of 
New  York,  should  an  armed  farce  have  ihe  au- 
dacity to  attempt  it  Among  other  argumenu 
offered  against  fortifying  New  York,  we  are  told 
by  tui  honorable  genUeman  from  North  Carolina 
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(Mr.  Holland)  "  Ihst  the  sererity  of  warfire  bas 
been  much  meliorBied,  and  ihsl  cities  ftre  not 
burnt  bf  shipping,  ar  laid  under  contribution." 
To  this  I  reply  that  every  seaport  town  in  Europe 
is  well  fortified,  not  wild  a  view  alone  to  resmC 
(he  fleet  of  'an  enemy,  but  to  pteteni  a  corsair  or 

EiearooD  from  annoying  or  moleatin^  them.  We 
ear  freqneiiilf  something  mH  on  tbis  floor  about 
a  survey  of  the  port  of  New  York,  sod  the  esti- 
mates of  thecost  of  the  coutemplaied  works.  I 
know  that  ■  siirvey  of  the  port  and  harbor  of 
New  York  has  been  made  (ht  last  Summer,  and 
that  it  is  to  be  found  in  the  War  Office.  Wliy  it 
bac  not  been  laid  before  Congreu  is  not  for  me 
at  present  (o  explain,  but  it  is  sufficient  to  say  that 
ve  have  no  official  information  about  the  sbuod- 
iogs  of  the  channel  from  the  sea  to  the  city,  or 
about  the  elevated  ground  add  islands  that  may 
be  the  most  suitable  sites  for  fortifications,  a^d  the 
noDey  necessary  to  erect  them.  E  coaiend,  sir, 
that  new  works  ought  to  be  erected,  and  that  the 
fortifications  on  Governor's  Island  are  ioadeqaate 
to  defence.  Fort  Jay,  oa  that  island,  is  a  square 
fart  coifiposed  of  a  sodded  rampart  and  woodea 
parapet.  Of  the  front  next  to  New  York,  not  one 
gan  ihrongh  any  of  its  embrasqres  could  hit  a 
ship  on  East  river,  and  the  whole  courtine  eould 
fire  no  where  without  endangering  the  city,  for 
this  fort  DO  doubt  oriEiBally  was  intended  by  the 
British  to  awe  the  city.  The  rampart  is  merely 
a  bank  of  sand,  and  thewj)oden  parapet  is  a  mass 
of  rotten  timber.  The  last  Suipmer  a  skilful  en- 
ffhieer  has  enclosed  the  whole,  and  to  take' oR*  the 
aestrnctire  fire  of  the  courtine  towards  the  city  a 
Tavelin  has  been  executed  which  now  gires  two 
directions,  one  towards  the  East  river,  and  the 
Other  ranjting  the  front  of  the  city  battery  towards 
the  entrance  of  the  North  rivet.  Will  it  be  said, 
sir,  that  a  work  like  this  is  adequate  for  defence'! 
Bat  bere  we  are  told  by  an  honorable  gentleman 
from  South  Catoliua,  that  thn  sam  of  $2.0,000 
is  an  aniple  sum  to  fortify  the  ports  and  harbors 
in  the  United  States  for  tbe  year  1807,  inasmuch 
as  $103,000  remain  unexpended  of  $150,000  ap- 
propriated last  year,  added  to  $70,000  in  tbe  gen- 
eral apuropriation  bill.  Here  I  trust  tbe  gentle- 
man will  permit  me  to  correct  him.  Tbe  seventy 
tltousand  dollars  have  already  been  expended  for 
the  Army,  and  as  to  the  8102,000  said  to  be  in 
the  Treasury,  vre  find,  in  a  letter,  ifated  12th  De- 
cember last,  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  tbe 
chairman  of  the  cornmitiee  appointed  "on  so 
much  of  the  President's  message  as  relates  to  the 
repairs  of  fortificatioDs,and  to  the  further  protection 
of  our  ports,  towns,  and  rivers,"  that  the  fortifica- 
tioDs  intended  to  have  been  erected  at  Charleston, 
South  Carolina,  had  not  been  commenced,  owing 
to  a  disappointment  in  fixing  the  proper  site,  and 
that  at  New  Orleans  ihesame  disappointment  had 
occasioned  the  same  delay  rn  tbe  erection  of  works 
there.  And  can  it  be  said  that  theae  new  fortifica- 
tions will  leave  one  cent  ttoexnended  out  of  the 
9102,0007  No,  sir,  the  sum  will  be  found  ioade- 
qoate.  And  suppose  the  whole  is  not  laid  out 
tnere,  does  it  follow  tbat  the  overplus  will  be  laid 
out  at  New  York?    The  approprialiao  was  gen- 


eral for  all  the  ports  and  harbors.  If  the  sum  of 
820,000  voted  ia  Committee  of  tbe  Whole,  for 
tbe  current  year,  were  laid  out  on  Fort  Jay,  it 
would  only  enable  your  eagineer  to  do  as  he  has 
done — patch  np. 

If  you  do  not  mean  to  rertder  the  place  inaccea- 
eible.bya  large'naval  force,  three  to  four  hun- 
dred thousaoa  dollars  is  tbe  least  sum  requisite, 
provided  you  mean  .to  erect  one  or  two  additional 
works  on  the  islands  near  the  ohannd  as  you  ap- 
proach thp  city,  to  guard  the  place  "against  pre- 
datory incursion."  Last  year  the  Execatire  of 
the'  State  of  New  Yoi^  addressed  the  Frexident  of 
(he  United  States  on  tbis  subject;  the  Legislalore 
of  the  Stale  instructed  their  members  on  thii 
floor;  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  New  York 
and  its  citizens,  without  dlstioctiou  of  party,  peti- 
tioned Congress  to  fbnify  their  port  and  harbor. 
What  did  yon  dol  Liiue  o^  nothing.  This  sca- 
sioQ,  the  corporation,  with  the  citizens,  have  re- 
newed their  application.  Is  it  to  be  presumed, 
sir,  tbat  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  commoo  coun- 
cil of  a  city  like  New  York,  who  are  generally 
composed  of  men  of  taleuis,  and  respectability  of 
character  in  society,  would  ask  for  a  grant  of  mo- 
ney to  fortify,  unless  it  was  necessary  and  practi- 
cable? Need  we  confine  onraelves  to  the  Stale 
of  New  York  for  an  opiaioa  on  that  subject  ?  No, 
sir,  I  find  chat  the  President^  in  his  Message  at  tbe 
eommencemeat  of  the  tession,  says,  "that  a  fur- 
'  ther  appropriation  will  be  necessary  for  repair- 
'  ing  fortifications  already  established,  and  the 
'erection  *if  such  other  works  as  may  have  real 
'  effect  in  obstrncling  the  approach  of  an  enemy 
'  to  our  seaport  towns,  or  their  renuinltig  before 
'  them." 

I  eotreat  gentlemen  to  notice  tbis  part  of  the 
Message,  which  I  hope  will  bare  some  weight,  if 
tbe  memorials  baf  e  none.  But,  sir,  I  rimost  des- 
pond in  the  apprehension  that  this  session  will 
close  as  the  for  met  did— nothing,  done  for  New 
York. 

We  hear  gentlemen  fVom  tbe  South  any,  we 
cannot  coiisent  to  lavish  the  treasure  of  the  Union 
in  fortifying  your  port  and  harbor;  others  say  that 
it  will  do  no  good.  This,  sir,  is  language  that 
we  understandT  and  language  which  leaves  us  no 
room  to  hope  that  anything  efitetual  will  be  done. 
Bui,iel  me  tell  gehtlemen  that  this  conduct. will 
have  a  more  serious  effect  than  tbey  are  aware  of. 
The  Stales  to  the  South  have,  for  a  series  of 
years  past,  had  every  grant  of  money  that  was 
called  for ;  even  six  thousand  dollars  have  been 
appropriared  for  a  horse-path,  which  is  more  than 
New  York  Can  expect  out  of  the  $20,000  yoU 
mean  to  appropriate  for  the  current  year  forforti- 
flcations. 

Can  gentlemen  be  serions  when  they  say  ihisit 
correct?  The  citizen*  of  New  York  say  that 
they  cannot,  in  submissive  sillnce,  snnpress  the 
feelings  which  arise  out  of  their  condition.  If 
they  could,  they  would  be  more  or  less  tbaa  men. 
Strong  in  tbe  eonscioosness  of  right,  and  in  the 
sentiment  of  freedom;  conscious  that  they  have 
performed  towards  the  Union  all  the  duties  of 
faithfal  citizens,  they  claim  in  return,  the  pet- 
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foriiuoce  of  that  great  duty  of  gavemmrat,  pro- 
teciioD ;  deny  ihem  ihia,  sad  they  will  haye^greai 
reason  to  believe,  tliac  notbiug  out  wai  or  inauc- 
reciioa  will  make  you  go. 

When  New  York  entered  into  the  compact 
with  the  UDion,  her  abuDdaOt  reveoae  afforded 
bei  ample  means  of  defence.'  She  had  not  then 
occasion  to  ask  any  of  bet  sister  States  for  assist- 
atice ;  bat,  for  promoting  the  general  welfare,  and 
lelyiog  implicitly  on  the  protection  of  the  Union, 
■he  yieldea  ber  means  of  defence,  confident  that 
it  would  be  afforded  to  her.  In  ihii  I  am  sorry  to 
■ay  that  she  has  been  disai^inted.  The  supreme 
executive  and  legislative  cooncils,  with  all  classes 
of  citizens,  hau  implored  jrour  protection;  have 
warned  you  of  your  engagements,  and  demanded 
their  fulnlment.  To  all  Uiis  yon  have  turned  a 
deaf  year.  You.  have  not  only  refused  their 
prayer,  but  have  sported  with  their  anxieties  and 
lidiculed  their  apprehensions. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  postponing  Lhe. 
lesolutton  to  Monday  week,  and  disagreed  to — 
yeas  40,  nays  76,  as  fotldwi' 

Yiis — Etsb  Alexander,  Willis  Alaton,  jun.,  John 
Archer,  DsTid  BKrd,  Joseph  Bsrker,  Burwell  Bassett, 
William  W.  Bibb,  Robert  Brown,  John  Bojle,  WilliaiD 
A.  Burwell,  John  Claiborne,  Frederick  Conrul,  Leo- 
nard Covington,  William  Findlej,,  James  Fisk,  Peter- 
■on  GoodiTTa,  Edmn  Gray,  Andrew  Gngg,  John 
Hamilton,  Ju.  Holland,  Walter  Jon«,  Edw.  Lloyd, 
Matthew  Lyon,  Duncao  MacParlind,  David  Meri- 
wether, "Jhtomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Monow,  Gideon 
Olin,  John  Baa,  of  PennsylTanis,  Thomas  Sanford, 
Ebeneaer  SeaveT,  Jcdin  SmUie,  Henn  Southard,  Rich- 
ard Stanfbrd,  Abram  Trigg,  John  Whitehin,  Robert 
Whilebill,  David  R.  WilUama,  Alexander  Wjleon,  and 
Jowidk  Winston. 

Nats — Isaac  Anderion,  George  M.  Bedingei,  Silu 
Betlon,  Bamabai  Bidwell,  John  Blake,  Jun,  Thouas 
Blount,  James  M.  Broom,  George  W.  Campbell,  John 
Chandler,  Martin  ChittendeUj  Joseph  Clay,  Geor^s 
Chntna,  jnn.,  Orchard  Cook,  Richard  Cntts,  Samuel 
W.  Dana,  Ena  Darby,  John  Davenport,  jnn.,  John 
Dawson,  Theodore  Dwight,  Elias  Earle,  Peter  Eul;, 
James  ElKot,  Caleb  Ellis,  Ebeneier  Ebner,  William 
Ely,  laaiah  L.  Green,  SUas  Helsey,  Seth  Hastings, 
David  Holmes,  David  Hough,  John  G.  Jackaon.  ThOe. 
Kenan,  Nehemiah  Knight,  John  Lambert,  Joa<^ 
Lewis,  Jan.,  Henry  W.  Livingston,  Patrick  Magmder, 
Baii«it  Marion,  Josiah  Maiters,  William  McCreery, 
J<dm  MoiTOW  Jonathan  O.  MoseW,  Gnrdon  S.  Mom- 
flFrd, -letemisli.  Nelson,  Thomas  flentan,  jnn.,  Timo- 
Hkj  Pitkin,  jtm.  John  Porter,  Jonah  Qinncy,  Thomas 
M.  Bandog,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  John  Rnssell, 
Peter  SalUy,  Tbomss  Sammons,  Martin  O.  Sebnne- 
■lan,  James  fflean.  Dermis  Smelt,  John  Smith,  Samuel 
Smith,  Joeeph  Stanton,  William  Stedman,  Lewis  B. 
Stnrges,  Samnei  Taggui,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Sam- 
uel Tenney,  David  Thomas,  TbomarW.  Thompson, 
Uri  Tracy,  Pbihp  Van  Cortlandt,  KiHtai.  K.  Van  Rens- 
•daer,  Joseph  B.  Vunnm,  Daniel  C.  Verplinck,  Peteg 
Wadsworth,  Matthew  Walton,  Eliphalel  Wickea,  Na- 
than Williams,  and  Thomas  Wynns. 

COLLECTION  DISTRICTS. 

Mr.  Eaelt,  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce 

and  Mannfactores,  to  whom  were  referred  the 

petition  of  stindry  inhsbituita  of  the  towns  of 


Stoningtnn  and  Qroton^  in  the  Btate  t^Conneeti- 
cut,  and  the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of 
Pawcatuck,  in  lhe  Stale  of  Rhode  Island,  made 
lhe  foil  owing,  report : 

The  petiUonerB  praj  ibat  a  new  collection  district 
may  be  formed,  to  include  Stonington  and  Grolon,  in 
the  State  of  Coimecticut,  and  Paweatuek,  in  the  State 
«f  Rhode  Island,  together  -with  certain  shores  and  w>. 
ten  adjacent;  and  that  Stonington  may  be  made  the 
port  of  enti^  thereof. 

This  is  an  application  which,  if  granted,  will  letd  M 
an  invasion  of  a  principle  in  the  arrsngemoBt  of  lhe 
coIlectioD  districts  of  the  United  States,  heretafi>rs  so 
tenaciondy  adhered  to,  that  but  ■  ungle  exception  has 
ever  been  made  to  it.  The  principle  is  to  avoid  form- 
ing a  district  cut  of  different  States.  The  exception  is 
in  the  annexation,  of  the  towns  of  ifitteiy  uid  Be^ 
wick,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  to  the  district  <rf 
Portsmouth,  in  the  Stsle  of  New  Hampshire,  leaving, 
however,  vessels  bound  to  the  former  pisees  the  option 
of  making  their  entry  at  York,  the  nearest  port  of  entry 
in  the  former  State.  Such  an  option  will  bo  indispen- 
sable in  every  case  of  the  kind,  to  avoid  an  infraction 
of  that  provision  in  the  Constitution,  which  declares 
that  vesseta  bound  to  or  &om  one  State,  ahall  not  be 
obliged  to  enter,  clear,  or  pay  duties  in  aliotheri  and 
the  necessity  for  such  an  option  it  is  that  rsisei^  in  lb* 
apituon  of  toe  committee,  an  insuperable  objectioli  to 
the  prwent  application,  as  being  embarrassing'  to  dk« 
oflrcen  and  hazardous  to  the  securttyof  the  revenue. 

The  committee  have  nOt  -been  able  to  discover  Uie 
reBW)ns  which  dictated  the  sn»ngvnent  in  the  solitary 
case  above-mentioned,  but  they  cannot  consider  it  oth- 
erwise  than  as  a  dangemua  precedent.  They  submit 
the  IbllowiDg  resolution : 

Raohed,  That  the  prayer  of  the  memorialists  ought 
not  to  be  granted.  ' 

Referred  to  «  Committee  of  ibe  Whole  on  Mon- 
day nest. 

The  House  then  adjourped. 

Tbubsdat,  February  5.  ' 

Mr.  Lbwib.  from  the  coramiltee  to  whom  was 

referred,  on  tne  second  illiimo,  the  Message  of  the 

President  of  the  United  States,  of  the  fifteenth  of 

December  last,  eommanioating  a  report  of  the 

"■"■""    Idins      " "' "  " ' 


it  the  city  of 


■for  of  the  Public 

lions  for  finishing —        „ 

end  for  other  purposes;  which  was  read  twice 
nnd  committed  to  a  Commiliee  of  the  Whole  to- 


Mr.  Early,  from  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  foe  surveying 
the  coast  of  the  United  Slates,  reported  their  agree- 
ment to  the  same,  in  which  the  House  concurred 
—ayes  58. 

The  amendments  extend  the  survey  to  the 
Oulf  of  Mexico,  and  appropriate  $50,000  for  the  , 


come  to  the  following  resolution: 

Itaohtd,  That  •  committee  b«  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expedient  oT  making  provision,  by  law,  to 
antboriie  the  PrcDdcnt  of  the  United  States  to  cause 
to  be  erected,  in  suitable  [daces,  on  the  margin  of  the 
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ocem,  at  bia  discretioTi,  not  aiceeiiag aneDBl* 

and  docks,  for  tlie  iccommadatioii  and  vpeady  repair- 
ing; of  puUk  amtid  ^ps  and  TeaaeU  ttiat  m^  be  ren- 
iond  unfit  for  oBrrice  b?  ;<J«  of  wind,  or  in  action 
vith  Um  anemiea  of  the  Dnitsd  Stataa ;  and  that  they 
bare  laave  to  nporl  b;  bill,  or  othorwiM : 

The  Housr proceeded  to  consider'the  aaid  reso- 
lution and  the  same  bein^  twice  read,  was,  on  the 
<Iueaiion  put  thereupon,  disagreed  to  by  the  House. 

NATIONAJ.   DEFENCE. 

The  Houw  TesDtqed  the  ceosideration  of  the 
nnfioished  business  of  restatdajr,  being  the  report 
of  a  committee  on  fortify  log  our  porta,  and 
harbors. 

The  qtieslion  was  taken  on   (he  aroeodroent 
offered  by  Mr.  Van  Cobtlandt,  wbtoh 
agreed  to — ayes  51,  noes  54. 

TheqaestiOB  then  recurred  on  fiUiiHr  the  blank 
in  the  Sod  resolotioh  with  "(350,000,"  for  build' 
iag  fiAy  guuboats. 

Mr.  MuMFOBD. — ^I  hope  a  mirjority  of  this 
House  will  agree  to  strike  out  the  wtioie  resoli 
lionrespectiug  gnnboBis,  with  a  view  to  appro- 
priate that  money  to  solid  and  durable  fotiifiea- 
tions.  I  was  opposed  to  itin  Comniiitee  of  the 
Whole.  I  did  then,  aad  do  now  coasider,  that 
there  is  no  necessity  for  anjc  more  goobcnts, 
There  ate^in  my  opinion,  a  aufficieQi  number  al- 
ready for  the  Southern  sections  of  the  Union,  for 
which  places  they  appear  to  be  only  adapted,  ex- 
cept in  a  very  few  places  to  the  Hotih,  where 
there  is  shoal  water.  Thef  may  aatwer  a 
Tery  got»d  pnrp<tse  in  shoal  water,  (rat  'are  ioadr 
equate  for  the  defenea  of  your  ports  and  harbors 
to  the  north  of  the  New  Jersey  shore ;  and  1  vetj 
mnch  doubt,  whether,  in  a  gtle  of  wind,  ihey 
wottid  sot  eTcn  sink  at  their  moariBa- at  the  en- 
trance of  either  of  the  harbors  of  Fort^mouth, 
Salem,  Plymouth,  Newport,  or  New  York. 

It  has  been  assened  tnat  this  was  an  eleetioa- 
eering  scheme,  and  that  a^  soon  as  oar  Spring 
elections  were  over,  no  more  would  be  thought  oi 
it,  nmil  the  next  election.  !  wish,  sir,  to  put  this 
question  to  eternal  rest,  by  stating  the  plain  mat- 
ter of  fact.  Why,  sir,  it  has  been  considered  of  so 
serious  a  nature  iu  its  consequences,  and  of  so 
much  importance,  that  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  in  their  last  sfsnon,  did  enter 
into  formal  resolutions,  instructing  their  delega- 
tion, in  both  branches  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
United  Slates,  to  use  their  utmost  endeavors  for 
the  d«fence  and  protection  of  the  port  and  harbor 
of  New  York— the  whole  Stale  is  alire  on  this 
snbjecl — and  (he  memorials  now  lying  on  your 
table  from  the  Mayor  and  Cotporalion  of  that 
city,  together  with  the  petitions  tram  the  citizens 
of  nil  political  perties,  tend  to  one  and  the  same 
object,  protection  t&  their  persons  and  to  their 
properly — there  it  not,  there  cannot  be  any  dis- 
senting Toice  with  them  on  this  subject. 

The  geDtieioan  from  PeoasylTaaia  on  my  right 
says,  be  would  not  defend  your  Atlaotie  shuresif 
it  was  to  be  done  wiUi  Ships  of  war.  1  hare  too 
good  an  opinion  of  that  geailemaa'l  patriotism, 
to  indulge  eren  the  idea  that  ke  can  poeaiUf  ba 


serious,  to  suffer  his  friends  aod  feUow-eilizeos  an 
these  snores  to  be  forsaken  and  abandoned  to  their 
fate.  I  will  assure  that  gentlemaa,  if  his  pan  of 
the  country  were  attacked  by  any  enemy,  foreign 
or  domestic,  from  the  Western  country,  or  any- 
where else,  I  will  vouch  that  he  sfaell  have  every 
protection  and  aid  New  York  can  afford. 

Mr.  Shilib  said  he  was  williog  to  divide  the 
appropriation ;  to  apply  $150,000  to  the  building 
of  gunboats  and  SK't^jWO-ta  the  fortification  i^ 
New  York. 

Mr.  Tbokas  observed  that,  to  get  at  this  cotirte, 
it  would  be  proper  tn  the  first  JBBiancBto disagree 
to  the  proposition  to  fill  it  with  1350,000. 

Mr.  CooE  hoped  they  would  dis^ree  to  this 

Eropoaition.  He  believed  that  tS5(X000  was  a 
irger  sum  than  was  wanted  for  the  fair  trial  of 
the  ezperimeat  whether  gunboats  would  be  effi- 
cacious. They  were  not,  he  added,  held  in  much 
repute  in  the  Eastern  country, 

The  ftlliog  the  blank  with  $250,000  was  disa- 
greed to — ayes  4. 

Mr.  Thoh&s  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  obb 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  hoped  this  motion  would  not 
be  agreed  to.  He  was  too  oowell  to  go  far  into 
the  subject,  but  he  would  ask  the  House  whether 
they  were  acting,  with  their  accustomed  caution 
aud'distrust,  where  the  eipenditure  of  public  mo- 
ney was  involved  1  He  thought  not.  If  he  were 
convinced  that  the  ezpeoditure  of  $150,000,  or 
cTen  (1,500,000  would  answer  the  proposed  end, 
he  woDld  cheerfully  give  it.  But,  as  bad  been  ob> 
served,  the  system  of  gunboats  was  matter  of  ex- 
periment, and  if  they  should  eventually  turn  out 
good  for  nothing,  (be  House  would  be  of  opinion 
that  they  bad  vested  as  targe  a  capital  in  a  wtvth- 
less  project  as  would  be  deemed  neceseary.  He 
would  not  undertake  to  say  they  were  ^ood  for 
nothing — lar  from  it.  But  there  was  no  inforina- 
tion  befftre  the  House  which  entitled  him  to  say 
thev  were  good  for  much.  When  you  compare, 
■aia  Mr.  R.,  the  lavish  appropriation  made  on 
this  subject  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
view  the  economy  this  House  always practiseson 
every  branch  of  expendiiare,  relative  to  the  regu- 
lar army  and  navy,  looking  wilh-aa  eagle  eye  on 
every  dollar  before  they  part  with  it — it  sorprises 
me  to  see  them  voting  away  hundreds  of  thou- 
■hnds  of  dollars  for  a  species  of  vessel,  which,  in 
"  human  probability,  may  be  used  for  river  craft 

a  lew  yerirs.  One  thing  has  been  ascertained. 
Ships  of  war  are  defensive  and  offensive,  too,  bnt 
House  will  rote  no  money  for  an  addition  to 
them.  I  do  not  censure  them  for  it;  but  if  they 
will  not  appropriate  for  objects,  the  physical  pow- 
er* of  which  are  ascertained,  why  rote  the  public 
treasure  by  handfuls  for  ressels,  the  powers  of 
which  have  never  been  tried?  Let  tne  experi- 
ment be  made,  and,  if  it  succeeds,  let  ns  appropri- 
ate liberally;  but,  till  then,  let  us  not  vote  more 
money  then  has  been  already  -appropriated. .  I  be- 
Ijere  there  is  one  situaiion  in  wnich  they  may  be 
uietiil — in  the  Mississippi.  I  wish,  however,  not 
to  be  understood  as  Bpaakin|;  as  a  man  of  science 
en  ibis  bodiuag.    I  only  wMh  '•oioe  eridenee  of 
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the  ralae  of  this  machiae,  before  Ivesi  so  largea 
capital  in  it.  I  hop*,  llietefore,  the  blank  will  uoE 
be  £lled  with  SI50,000.  As  it  bas  been  Kiaied,  I 
think  it  will  be  extremely  disproportionate  to  vote 
S!HI,000  for  the  fortiacatioD  of  all  our  harbors,  and 
ij5b,000  for  gunboats. 

Mr.  Stanton  said  ihat,  io  the  last  French  war, 
a  aysteiD  of  this  kind  bad  been  adopted,  and  had 
proved  bishly  beneficial.  Id  a  calm,  two  gunboats 
would  sisK  a  fria:Eite,  and  if  they  were  obliged  to 
retreat,  ihey  cpuTd  ruo  out  of  danger  b(  any  lime. 

Mr.  J.  Ranikilph  rose  lor  inrormation.  He 
wished  some  gcDtleman.  acquainted  with  the  sub- 
ject, wonid  inform  the  Home  what  number  of 
aeamen  would  be  reouiaite  to  man  these  gunboats 
in  case  they  should  be  builtj  not  merely  to  sail 
tbcm  aloDK  the  coast,  bat  to  fight  them;  aqd  what 
nWDber  of  seamen  wonld  be  required  for  other 
TCuels.  Where  could  be  the  u«e  of  building,  if 
it  were  not  ioteoded  to  man  them  T  Was  it  not 
eridsDt  that,  iii,a  few  years,  i buy  would  rot,  and 
the  money  expended  upon  them  he  lost  ?  He  laixl 
be  might  be  wrong,  and  he  hoped  if  they  were 
built,  heshould  be  proved  to  be  so. 

Mr.  Smilib  mH,  n  was  true  that  he  was  neither 
a,  military  nor  a  naval  man,  nor  did  he  pretend  to 
sav  that  gonbocus  were  the  best  meana  dl  defence. 
Toe  proper  dapartraenti,  however,  ought  to  be  the 
best  acquainted  on  this  subject,  and  they  were  of, 
(^JBion  thai  this  species  of  defence  was  aecesxa- 
ry.  Whether  they  wererighior  wrong,  he  would 
not  pretend  to  say ;  but  he  would  olaerve,  that 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  .had  informed  them 
thkt  the  President  had  deemed  it  expedient  lo  bu- 
tkorize  the  building  of  sixty  additional  gunboats. 
Noiv.  whether  the  Preiideai  or  the  Secretary  of 
tite  Nary  was  competent  to  a  correct  decision  on- 
this  point,  he  did  not  know.  This  wa^,  howeyer, 
cLsarly  their  opinion.  He  did  know,  however,  that 
it  was  their  duty  to  provide  the  necessary  mpans; 
■nd  if  they  granted  but  half  the  sum  required  by 
the  President,  it  appeared  to  him  it  weuld  be  de- 
asecding  as  low  ae  was  proper  under  existing  cir- 


Mr.  Elheh  said  that,  under  existing  circum- 
■tftBces,  he  was  opposed  to  appropriating  ISOjOOO. 
doUaia  to  building  additional  gunboats.  The 
Bouse  had  determined  that  ihey  would  not  au- 
thorize the  President  to  man  those  already  built. 
It  appeared  to  bint  very  bad  econonly  to  suffer 
the  public  vessels  to  lay  in  dock,  and  to  build  other 
T«isela,  the  utihiy  of  which  was  not  ascertained. 
There  might  be  situations  Id  which  gunboats 
would  he  useful,  but  had  they  not  enoueh  of 
them  already?  If  it  should  he  ascertained  that 
tbijrty  or  forty  gunboats  should  be  wanted  fpr any 
particular  purpose,  Mr.  &.  said  it  might  be  pru- 
dent  lo  authorize  their  erection.  He  said,  he  had 
been  in  favor  of  giving  authority  lo  the  President 
U  man  and  equip  the  armed  vessels  and  gunboats. 
The  House  had,  however,  refused  this.  If,  then, 
they  woilld  not  authorize  the  President,  whalaver 
tbe  emergency,  to  man  the  present  vessels,  why 
build  additional  vessels?. 

Mr.  HoiiLAHD  wosomxMed  to  filling  the  blank 
withaolaigeaium.    &  wbb  alio  opposed  to  giv- , 


ing  authority  lo  man  the  armed  vessels.  The 
nation  was  in  a  slate  of  profouod  peace,  and  ha 
did  not  see  thst  these  vessel;  would  have  any- 
thing to  do.  He  was  opposed  to  this  appropria- 
tion on  another  ground.  He  believed,  whenever 
the  necessity  should  occur,  Ihey  would  beaUe  in 
one,  twd,  or  three  monlbs,  to  build  at  many  gun- 
boats  as  would  be  wanted. 

Mr.  Gbegg  said,  from  the  discussions  which  had 
taken  place,  and  the  votes  of  the  House,  there 
might  be  a  propriety  in  postponing  the  business 
for  the  purpose  of  abtaining  informatiM).  For 
his  own  part,  he  was  willing  to  acknowledge  tlut 
he  was  altogetber  in  the  dark.  He  did  not  kaow 
in  wbat'situation  gunboats  would  be  aaefol,  or 
.the  nuHiber  of  men  required  to  man  them;  nor 
did  be  know  whether  land  fortifieaiions  were  ne- 
cessary, in  cooneiioQ  witb  them,  to  defend  the 
port  of  New- York.  Before  he  contd  act  under- 
standingly  on  the  snbjecl,  it  was  necessary  for 
bim  to  nave  this  information.  Some  gentlemen 
say  that  gunboats- will  answer  valu^Ie  purposes, 
while  there  are  others  of  opinion  that  there  are 
BO  few  places^  on  the  coast  of  the  United  Slates^ 
where  they  will  answer,  that  a  small  numbei  of 
them  will  be  sufficient.  I  believe,  said  Mr.  Q., 
under  these  circumstances,  that  it  will  be  best  tt> 
postpone  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject, 
and,  in  tbe  meantime,  call  on  the  Secretary  oi  the 
Navy  to  say  at  what  points  gunboats  will  answer, 
together  witb  the  number  of  them  necessary,  and 
on  fbe  Secretary  at  War  to  say  whether  h«  is  in 
possession  of  any  plan  for  [he  proiectiou  of  New 
York,  tc^ether  with  its  expense,  and  tbe  number 
of  men  required.  It  will  be  next  to  madneas  to 
erect  fbrtificauoas  without  f  mting  in  tbera  suffi- 
cient men  to  keep  them  in  repair.  Many  fortifica- 
tions, commeoced  some  years  ago,  for  want  of 
this  provision,  are  now  as  useless  as  il  tttey  had 
never  been  begua.  Mr.  Q.  uid,  be  was  particu- 
larly desirous  to  obtfio  information  from  the  Sx- 
eculive  as  lo  the  practicability  of  defending  the- 
port  of  New  York.  If  it  coold  be  defended,  he 
would  not  be  backward  on  the  subject. 

Mr  F)8K  boped  the  motion  would,  prevail. 
Experience  had  proved  gunboats  to  be  useful.  In 
their  late  war  with  Tripoli,  tbey  had  been  obliged 
to  borrow  a  nnmj)er  of  them,  which  had  proved 
not  only  an  instrument  of  defence^  but  likewiFe 
of  offence.  It  was  true,  also,  that,  m  other  cases, 
they  would  be  useful.  Indeed,  tbey  appexred  to 
be  peculiarly  adapted  to  ijie  United  States,,  who 
bads  large  extent  of  seacoait  and  number*  <^ 
shoals,  enabling  them  to  act  with  effect ;  that  tbey 
would  rot  in  time  was  liae  ;  it  was  also  equally 
true  that  other  shipping  would  rot;  &nd  that  tbe 
loss  of  fifiy  or  sixty  gunboats  would  not  be  equal 
to  that  of  a  single  frjgaie.  It  was  also  equally 
true  that  gunboats  did  not  require  the  same  ex- 
pense in  manning  and  equipping  as  other  vessels ; 
they  were  also  so  situated  as  to  he  capable  of  be- 
ing instantly  manned,  which  was  not  the  eaae  in 
regard  to  other  vessels.  The  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  had  stated  the  number  of  men  necessary 
for  each  gunl)oat  at  twenty-seven.  Take  three 
hundred  and  My  men  ai  necesaary  f<n  a  fiigate  {■ 
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of  course  tbirteeo  gunboats  will  not  require  more 
men  thao  one  frigate.  Mr.  F.  Hid,  he  thooeht 
canboatB,  in  e'Verjr  point  of  7iew,  tbti  prefersBle 
defence.  Tbe  Secretary  of  the  na7y  bad  silted 
sjity  gnnboata  lo'be  reqaisite.  For  tbe  purpose, 
however,  of  accommod^ion,  it  Is  proposed  to  les- 
sen the  tutntber  of  gDaboals  to  thirt)',  and  to  ftp- 
plf  the  remaiDing  sDm  to  forlificationa.  He  hoped 
this  motion  woald  prevail. 

Mr.  Eaxi-t  moved  to  postpone  tbe  farther  eoit- 
sideration  of  the  sECcmd  Tetoluiioo  to  HondaT 
w«ek.  In  commoD  with  other  members,  be  felt 
ttaiieeestiiy  of  ioformatioD,  before  he  agreed  to 
aarrr  larthet  the  sysietn  of  gonbont  defence.  It 
mpcKred  from  the  report  of  tbe  Secretary  of  tbe 
Navf,  that  there  were  built,  or  on  the  ttoeks^KT- 
enty  eimboats.  Hi,  f(>r  one,  was  of  tbe  opinion 
that  this  was  a  Damher  atnply  tnfficieot.  to  justify 
the  reqahing  at  least  some  information  on  the 
BDbkct,  either  as  to  tbe.poris  capable  of  being  de- 
fended by  them,  -  or  their  generB)  capabiliiy  of 
fielding  defence  to  the  United  States.  All  the 
infoTUatioD  before  the  Hoase  Wi9>embraeed 
single  paragraph,  giving  the  opifiion  of'ihePr^B- 
ident,  that  it  was  expedient  to  build  ^ixty  ^o- 
boata.  The  House  had  already  detetm in ed  the 
qnestion  of  mftnniag  these  gunboats;  evenif  (faey 
ttfconld  be''  buHi,  they  have  deterioined  not  to  make 
an  appropriaiion  fof  that  purpose.  Mr.  E.  said, 
to  build,  wiibost  equipping  or  manning,  appeared 
t«  fairn  to  carry  on  the  fice  of  it  a  Wanton  eztrar- 
Kganoe.  Aie  they  to  be  'suffered  to  ke  not  only 
nnmanDod,  bat  nnprot^ted  1  H^  preanmed  that 
no  gentleinsn  contemi^ated  this ;  and  yet  tbe 
House  hid- refused  4ny  appropriation  fot^iaanning 
or  eqnippmg  them. 

On  mother  aeconnt.  Mr.  E.  considered  thi 
DOeuure  impro^.  Where  was  the  occasion,  C 
■eossMty.  01  this  ^pettse  St  this  time?'  He  knew 
they  bad,  on  some  recent  occasion,  an  ghrn) 
sounded  in  their  ears  as  toihe  prob«t>iliiy  of  being 
ei^gCd  in  war.  Bot,  for  hknself,  he  was  ready 
W-tleclBTe  that  he  did  not  In  the  smalUet  degree, 
aoe  the  pTobability  of  such  *n  event.  Oo  the  con- 
tnry,tofar  as  be  was  onabled  to  jndge,  from  t^- 
cial  information,  he.  did  not  reeojleei  any  perit>d 
of  the  Qovemment  when  there  was  (ess  caase  for 
sneh apprebeBsioD.  'Whether,  howeveTjtbe men- 
sare  was  necessary  or  not,  he  presumed  mil  gen- 
ttonen  would  agree  ia  the  propriety  of  obtaining 
information^' 

The  motion  to  postpone  was  disagreed  lo — 
■yes  49.  noes  68. " 

Mr.  Cl.  W.  CuspBBLL  said  he  was  in  favor'  of 
Ailing  the  blank  with  S1SO,000,  as  from  alt  the  offi- 
cial mformation  before  the  House  this  appeared 
to  be  the  best  mode  of  defence  which  haj  been 
devised.  He  obKerved  that  some  time  since  a 
majority  of  the  House  had  considered  the  gun- 
boat system  as  the  best  means  of  defence.  He 
we«M  ask  geotleioen  who  were  then  in  favor  of 
this  system,  and  were  dow  opposed  to  it,  what 
Masons  they  bad  fof  tbeir  change  of  opinion.  If 
the  PrmideM  and  H«ads  of  Departments  were  of 
opinioiithatnieh  anumber  of  guoboats  was  ne- 
c«sMry,  as  iuA  been  name^,  he  would  ask  ifiem 


what  reasons  they  had  for  thinking  a  smalls 
number  sufficient,  and  whether  the  mere  ipge  diarit 
of  a  member  of  lbi«  House  oogbt  to  stand  in  com- 
petition with  the  deljberatiTe  opinion  of  theh«ad» 
of  department)!?  They  were  peculiarly  respon- 
sible to  tbe  nation,  and  -mnst  be  considered  as 
having  taken  more  pains  to  inform  themselves  on 
such  a  subject  than  an  individual  member  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  C.  said  he  considered  some  of  the  arg a* 
meats  urged  on  this  occasion  jinfair.  It  had  been 
asked  what  comparison  there  was  between  appro- 
pHsting  SSO,000  for  tbe  protection  of  oar  ports 
and  harbors,  and  $150,000  for  building goDboatsT 
Tbe  truth  was.  that  for  repairing  our  ports  and 
harbors,  there  had  been  appropriated  not  mciehf 
130,000,  but  at  least  half  a  million,  a  considen»' 
btepart  of  which  remained  ua«^xpended,  to  whtck 
the  sum  of  9^000  was  ooly  proposed  to  be  ad- 
ded. 'Mr.  t?,  said,  as  he  understood  the  subject, 
gunboats  were  intended  to  supply  the  deficiency 
existing  in  other  fortificaiioas.  It  was  tbe  opin- 
ion of  some  of  our  best  informed  men  that  soma 
of  our  ports  could  not  be  defended  fay  batteries, 
and  the  system  of  gub^oats  was  eonaeqoetitljr 
brought  in  aid  of  fortifications.  But  it  was  aAcd 
wheilieT  we  should  build  these  boats  witboDt 
manning  ibem.  Mr.  C.  said  he  could  scarcely 
view  this  .as  a  seiious  argument.  Wan  the  in^ 
^iry  made  with  regard  id  batteries  1  The  an* 
swer  made  hy  gentlemen  on  that  sabject  is,  thttt 
in  ease  of  daager  wer'wilt  man  them.  The  same 
answefffiightlie  given  in  the  ease  of  gunboats. 
The  BSswer  was  as  complete  ill  one  case  as  in  th« 
other.  The  only  true  inquiry  was,  whether  in 
case  af,an  attack  we  have  a  sufficient  number  of 
gunboats?  It  was  true  they  might  rot,  and  so 
also  might  frigates  and  fortifleations.  If  this 
mode  ofargoiog  wascorreet,  it  afforded  sufficient 
grounds  for  putting  down  all  the  armed  vessels  of 
the  United  Srates. 

Mr.  Pitkin,  in  reply  til  Mr.  Fibk,  observed, 
that  be  had  compared  the  estimates  of  a  frigate 
aod  gunboats,  from  which  he  inferTcd  that  tbe 
eqnipment  and  annual  expend  of  a  frigate  of  44 
guns,  eompared  to  diat  of  gunboats,  was  as  eighth 
eeik  to  one. 

Mr.  Elliot  said,  that  if  the  opinion  of  the 
President  should  be  complied  with,  there  wonld 
be  one  finndred  and  twenty-nine  gnnboats  built, 
Which  in  actual  service  would  transcend  the  ex- 
pense of  the  Navy  of  the  United  Stales,  and 
would  cost  more  thah  a  million  of  dollars.  Mr. 
B.  said  he  considered  tbe  reproach  east  upon 
those  who  were  formerly  the  advocates  of  gun- 
boats as  slrong  evidence  of  their  iButiiity.  Gon- 
hoalE  bad  been  lately  thoDght  mueh  of)  what 
was  the  result?  That  gunboats  might  be  con- 
sidered as  a  kind  of  vessel  guarding  a  little  de- 
posit of  national  spirit,  if  any  there  was  leA  to 
put  on  board ;  but  as  soon  as  they  were  assailed 
by  the  wind  or  waves,  their  maiden  purity  was 
gone.  They  were  of  no  use  whenever  there  waa 
wind  or  tide,  and  could  only  float  in  a  time  of 
profound  [raaquillity. 

"Mr.  Albtoh  said'he  poueaaad  little  infbnaa- 
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tion  with  regard  to  ibe-BdnotaKes  or  diwdrnnu- 
ges  ihat  were  likelf  to  flow  from  bniidiDg  the 
number  of  gunboatt  ihai  wai  propoied.  He  mere- 
ly rote  to  ask  ib'e  altention  of  geolleinen  to  the 
gronnds  taken  at  the  last  teiuioa.  The  buitdiog 
of  gnnboBis  bad  been  ioatituled  on  the  recom- 
m«ttdaiioD  of  tbe  Fteaident  made  at  th«  last  le^- 
aioD.  Gentlemen  would  there  find  the  reason*  on 
which  tbatsyrstem  had  been  began.  They  were 
not  iotended  to  be  tef  afloat  on  iGe  ocean,  to  com- 
mil  depredation  or  attack  vemels  at  aea,  but  aian 
«id  ana  inpport  to  our  fortificatioos,  and  to  p^e- 
Teni  an  enemy  from  annoying  o(ir  Beaporis.  It 
iraa,  he  believed,  the  opinion  of  the  Honse  at  the 
last  ie*EioD,  that  gunboats  eonatituied  the  best 
system  that  could  be  derised  for  this  purpose. 
Mr.  A.  said  he  had  sitice  seeii  do  reason  to  change 
hii  opinion  on  this  subject.  He  trnsied  in  God 
tbe  time  would  not  arrire  when  tbete  gunboats 
would  be  called  into  operation.  Bat  could  this 
in  fairoesa  be  coasidered  aa  an  argament  agaiost 
theml  This  t^stem  of  defence  baring  been 
adopted,  before  it  was  abandoned  eentlemen  ought 
to '  show  their  tDUtilily.  Th«  iBoguagr  of  the 
President  on  this  subject  was  ttropgcr  than  any 
he  could  use.  He  would,  therefore,  take  the  lib- 
«ny  of  laying  it  before  the  House. 
'  "  I  cannot,  therefore,  but  recommend  sneh  prepara- 
tions aa  circnnutanoat  call  for.  The  Bnt  olgect  is  to 
place  our  seaport  towns  oat  of  the  dsngw  ot  faisnlt. 
Measorei  b«Te  boan  already  taken  fin  ApiuahingthBin 
with  haatj  cannon  ibr  the  ssmce  of  SQch  land  batte- 
liee  as  may  make  a  part  of  thiaiidelence  against  armed 
TBssnls  apsroaching  them.  In  aid  of  thcM  it  is  den- 
iable we  dionld  hsva  a  competent  nomber  of  gunboats, 
and  the  number  to  be  competent  uoi "        -   '  ■  - 


Mr.  Shilie  said  be  had  vgled  for  ibepottpone- 
mentgto  give  gentlemen  anopportunity  of  getting 
information.  He  had  not  heard  a  single  geaite- 
man  on  either  side  ptofess  to  have  any  inibrma- 
lion  with  regard  to  the  power  of  gunboats.  Was 
it  not  then  singular,  that  when  this  measure  was 
recommended  by  the  proper  cd^cer,  and  every 
member  acknowledged  his  ignnr^nce,  that  it 
should  be  objected  to-l  It  was  not  their  duty  to 
be  minutely  acquaioted  with  the  sulnect;  he 
would  respect  tbe  opinions  of  those  who  were 
best  acquainted  with  it.  He  nid  be  had  been 
informed  that  our  naval  officers  were  of  opinion 
that  gunboats  were  the  best  system  of  defence, 
and  it  was  evident  that  so  fat  as-they  had  been 
tinder  the  necessity  of  using  them,  they  had  not 
been  disappointed  in  their  eipeciaiions. 

Mr.  Bably  moved  to  postpoqe  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  resolution  until  this  day  week. 

Mr.  Llovo  said  he  shotitd  hare  no  objection  to 
tbe  postponement,  if  he  knew  any  mode  of  ob- 
lainrog  the  information  desired.  It  appeared  that 
the  Committee  bad  applied  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Nary,  who  ought  to  pos&ess  full  information 
on  the  subject.  What  was  his  reply  7  Waiving 
altogether  the  expression  of  his  o«rn  opinion,  he 
merely  confined  himself  to  slating  that  the'Pres 
■dent  thinks  it  expedient  to  build  sixty  additional 
gnnboats.    Wbenoe,  then,  were  they  to  get  the 


information  that  was  desired,  to  enable  them  (o 
del^mioe  whether  gunboats  are  a  proper  defence 
for  the  United  States?  They  might  apply  to 
the  President  or  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary,  and 
get  information  from  them  that  they  think  them 
necessary.  Mr.  L.,  however,  said  .that  he  was  of 
opinion  that  they  ought  to  judge  on  this  subject 
from  what  had  already  taken  place.  For  himself 
be  was  free  to  declare  that  he  was  opposed  lo  the 
gunboat  system.  He  had  carefully  attended  to 
the  arguments  of  genileuen,  and  to  what  did 
they  amount?  Have  they  adduced  an  argument 
10  show  their  utility,  or  produced  an  instance  In 
■how  where  they  have  been  useful?  It  has  been 
said  that  their  utility  is  esublished  by  the  use 
made  of  them  against  TripolL  But  ne  would 
ask  whether  they  would  have  been  of  any  uae  if 
the  vessels  of  Tripoli  bad  left  the  shore?  It  was 
admitted  that  gunboats  ware  not  useful  on  the 
ocean.  It  was  evident,  then,  that  they  were 
building  a  navy  for  a  state  of  perfect  calm;  aiid 
were  geotleni^  disposed  to  expend  millions  for 
vessels  (bat  would  be  only  useful  under  such  cir- 
cumstances? 

It  is  said,  however,  that  they  will  aid  our  forti- 
fications. To  this,  however,  it  might  be  repliod, 
that  it  would  be  high  time  to  build  them  after  the 
erection  of  the  forliGcatiOns.  Several  years  have 
elapsed  since  the  first  gunboats  have  been  built, 
ana  what  have  they  done?  Have  they,  in  a  sin- 
gle instance,  proved  themselves  to  be  of  the  least 
utility  ?  Let  us,  then,  until  they  are  ptored  to 
be  u*eful,/efrain  from  building  any  more. 

Mr.  I^  concluded  by  observing  thai  when  be 
heard  arguments  weak  as  these  to  induce  them 
to  adopt  this  measure,  they  ware  sufficiently 
strong  to  coQTtoee  him  that  it  ought  not  to  be 
adopted. 

Mr,  EiBLY  observed  that  the  only  information 
received  from  the  Executive  on.  this  snlgect  was 
as  to  the  nnmbei  of  gunboats  in  their  opinion  re- 
quisite. This  was  not  the  point  on  whieh  at  pres- 
ent they  wished  for  iafoirmation.  He  added,  that 
if  they  got  no  further  infornuttion,  he  should 
withhold  his  role  from  giving  a  single  cent  tu 
this  purpose- 
Mr.  MoHFonn. — The  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  on  my  righc,Baid  that  if  any  gentlemaa 
can  show  us  any  letter  mode  of  defence  we  shall 
be  glad  to  hear  it,  and  although  I  think  it  incnra- 
bent  on  him  to  show  us  the  utility  of  ganboats,  I 
will  not  detain  the  House  but  a  few  minutee  to 
recommend  what  I  conceive  to  be  a  hr  better 
mode  of  defence.  I  mean  solid  and  datable  Airti- 
ficaiions  that  will  last  for  ages,  and  block-ships 
similar  to  the  draught  now  hekl  in  my  hand,  and 
which  any  gentleman  may  examine  at  his  leisure 
if  becbooses.  Sir,  (he- experience  off  Copenha- 
gen is  an  evidence  of  their  real  utility.  Witness 
the  engagement  with  the  British  fleet  and  tbe 
Crown  battery,  (somewhat  similar  to  the  plan  of 
Mouialembert,  recommended  by  me  in  debate  yes- 
terday,) and  tbe  block-ships.  That  fleet  was  ac- 
tually silenced,  and  nothing  saved  the  proud  navy 
of  old  England  on  that  memorable  .nay  hat  the 
game  of  flag  of  truce  played  off  so  succeasfuUf 
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bv  the  hero  of  Tra&lgat;  and  wben  in  order  1 
shidl  move  to  adopt  those  block-ehips  ia  place  of 
gunboats. 

Mr  Elmer  said  b«  should  rote  aj;atD3t  the 
postpooemeni,  as  he  knew  of  no  information  -thai 
conld  beoblainei)  which  would  be  of  any  aerrifte. 
Oentlemen  in  favor  of  this  measare  seem  to  con- 
fide solely  in  Bxecotire  iDrorBia-IioD.  If  tbey 
llsposed  to  appropriate  money  wheo- 
— uirM  it — I 


eT«  the  Eiecutire  require 


He, 


to  get  all  the  information  they  could  obtain,  and 
to  act  on  theirown  judgment,  and  beshonld  with- 
hold hit  assent  frinn  completing  the  system  begun 
the  last  year.  Mr.  Elmeb  here  siijKeited.  as  the 
best  mode  of  defending  the  port  of  New  ^nrk,  to 
fill  ay  the  cbannel  withib  fifteen  or  -twenty  feet 
of  high  water  mark.    . 

Mr.  Chandler  said'  he  was  in  ftTOf  of  the 
svstemof  defence  by  gunboats;  bat,  since  the  gen- 
tfieman  from  New  York  bad  propoeed  a  new  sys- 
tem of  defence,  he  thonght  it  wonld  be  best  for 
the  present  to  jMsipooe  the  subject;  and  in  the 
mean  time  to  call  on  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
state  what  system  hadbaan  adopted  and  parsned 
for  defending  the  port  of  NewYork. 

Mr.  TALLMADac  said  the  question  before  the 
House  had  no -connexion -with  the  defence  of  New 
York;  it  wasa  pH^posilion  for  building  gunboats. 
Having  been  on  the  select  committee  that  broogbc. 
in  these  reaolulions,  be  thought  it  proper  to  state 
that  there  had. not  in  that  committee  bmo  a  nnan- 
imnne  opinion  in  &tror  of  gunboats.  He  wa* 
himself  entirely  hostile  to  the  measure.  He  raw 
no  necessity  for  adding  to  the  nnmbor  already 
built,  or  aothorizedto  be  erected.  Tbey  had  thir- 
teen gnoboats  fit  for  serrice,  and  'fi%-aix  would 
be  soon  launched.  It  would  seeta  to  him  better 
to  comport  with '  the  syslem  of  economy,  in'  the 
first  iDitauee,  to  fioirii  and  prepare  these  fif^y-six 
for  service;  No  r^asoh  bed  been  assigned  for  the 
additional  sixty  that  had  been  prapa«e4,  but  the 
mere  opinion  of  the  President.  Mr.  T.  said  he 
did  not  wish  to  call  in  <{neMioD  the  hi^h  author- 
ity attached  to  the  opinion  of  the  President,  but 
he  would  wish  to  know  whether  any  oavbl  officer 
had  recommended  gunboats  as  a  proper  defence, 
for  the  country.  He  did  beljere  there  were  some 
particular  circumstances  uoder  which  they  wonld 
be  useful,  and  under  this  impreasion  he  had  hither- 
to voted.  But  when  he  saw  nothing  but  gun- 
boats called  for,  be  was  placed  under  the  iMoesaily 
of  refusing  to  grant  a  single  dollar.  It  appeaced- 
as  if  they  were  contemplated  to  be  relied  on  as 
the  exclusive  defence  orthe  United  Stales,  and  as 
if  it  were  intended  to  let  the  frigates  rot.  He  was 
opposed  to  the  postfionemeni,  ashedid  not  seethe 
^obabiliiy  of  obtaining  any^nseful  information 
not  already  before  the  House. 

Mr.  PiBK  said  be  vras  sorry  to  detain  the  House 
a  moment  longer.  The  gentleman  from  OcHinecli- 
cBt  had  observed  that  ftc  bad  fallen  into  a  great 
mistake  when  he  said  the  expense  of  eighteen  gun- 
boatswaa  notmora  than  that  ofone  frigate.  He  bad 
rend  a  letter  from  the  Seoreiary  of  the  Navy  to 
show  the  compacative  ex|>cnse  of  gunboat  Ns  1,' 


and  the  frigate  Boston;  but  in  this  statement  be 
had  altogether  foi^tteo  to  mention  the  expense 
of  ibe  marines.  There  was  another  circumstance 
which  the  geutlemao  had  failed  to  notice — viz: 
that  gunboat  No  1,  bad  cost  between  10  and  Sll|- 
OOOj  and  required  about  forty  men  to  man  her, 
while  the  boats  at  present  proposed  to  be  faoitt 
wouldooly  require  95,000,  and  between  a  half  and 
two-thirds  of  that  number  of  men.  On  attending 
to  these  (Hrcumstances  he  would  find  that  his  es- 


twcntf  instead  of  eighteen  gunboats.  Another  rea- 
son, however,  bad  been  urg'ed  by  (be  geoileman 
against  gunboats,  which  was  their  bei^  contem- 
plated as  a  substitute  for  the  navy.  Hr.  F.  said  thia 
was  one  of  the  strongest  reaaona  that  operated  on 
his  mind  in  ihejr  favor.  It  was  unnecessary  to  man 
them  until  tbey~were  called  into  actual  service. 
Not  so  with  regard  to  the  ftigaies,  the  seamen  on 


biMrd  of  wbicH  it  was  necessary  should  be  very 

,  and  which  were  consequently  necessary 

to  be  eoosuntl^  manned.    Mr.  F.  said  he  did 


ikilful,  < 


not  feel  v«ry  anxious  on  this  subject,  as  he  did  n< 
perceive  any  present  necessity  tor  increasing  our 
armaments.  But  as  measures  of  defence  were 
pressed,  he  was  decidedly  in  favur  of  adopting 
tjiai  mode  Which  appeared  to  him  the  cheapest 
and  the  besL  As  to  the  objection  which  had  bees 
made  with  regard  to  the  nuiKber  of  gnnboats  pro- 
posed, when  they  cousidered  the  numberless  riv- 
ers, in  the  United  States,  they  would  find  there 
was  'Scarcely  one  gunboat  for  each  pmvigaUe 
stream.  Mr.  F.  said  he  likewise  preferred  gun- 
boats to  frigates,  inasmuch  as  tbey  were  not  cal- 
culated to  go  abroad.  He  considered- 1  hem  as  a 
valuable  auxiliary  to  land  batteries. 

Mr.  DwiouT.— If  either  the  plan  of  defending 
the  cilriof  New  York,  proposed  by  the  genllemao 
fipm  Vermont,  who  has  juat  sat  down,  (Mr.  FiSK,) 
or  that  mentiooed  a  few  minutes  since  by  a  gen- 
tleman from  New  Jersey,  (Mr.  Elmeb,)  should  be 
adopted,  it  is  certainly  unnecessary  to  postpone 
the  ooDsideration  of  the  resolution  now  before  the 
Hvose.  The  gentleman  from  Vermont  proposes 
to  raiD  the  gunboats  with  militia,  and  says  he  is 
in  favor  of  thissyaiem  of  defence,  bee  a  use  it  is 
both  safe  and  cheap.  Does  the  gentleman  mean 
to  man  the  gnoboats  with  men  from  their  farms, 
armed  with  spades  and  pitchforks  7  If  he  does, 
it  will  certaintf  be  a  safe  kind  of  warfare;  for 
such  seamen  will,  the  moment  a  ahip  of  war  ap- 


and  it  will  be  cheap,  for  there  will  be  no  expense 
of  bLD4Jd  or  treasure.,  "Why,  you  might  just  as 
well  put  militia  to  the  performance  ot  such  feala 
upOD  the  slack  or  tight  rope,  as  were  exhibited  a 
few  weeks  since  in  this  city,  in  the  presence,  and 
to  ihe  great  eniettainment  of  many  members  of 
this  Hoase. 

But  if  we  adopt  the  plan  suggested  by  the  gen- 
tleman-from  New  Jersey,  there  will  be  as  httle 
reasoa  for  the  postponement.  His  plan  is,  to  fill 
up  the  entrance  to  the  harbor  of  New  Yort,  by 
iinkiag  vessels  in  tlMcliannel.    The  fifty-six  gvn- 
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boats  whiob  are  alreadr  built,  and  wbtcb  ate  on 
the  stacks,  will  piobablv  be  suffiuleoi  for  that 
purpose.  At  least,  It  will  not  be  worih  wbile  (o 
build  any  more  until  the  eipcdoietrt  has  been 
made.  Sbould  tbere  proTe  to  be  a  deficiency, 
should  tberrnot  be  enough  eolirely  to  .fill  -op  the 
channel,  and  prevent  all  access  to  the  harbor;  if 
the  country  can  breed  them  as  fast' as  the  gentle- 
man from  Nbrtb  Carolina  (Mr.  Houjihd)  seenia 
U>  suppose,  that  is,  two  or  three  thousand  in  as 
many  moQlbs,  the  deficiency  will  be  readily  aod 
seasonably  supplied.  Oo  neithererouod  then  can 
the  postponement  be  eit)ier  useluror  necessary. 

Mr.  Pitkin  iDsisted  opon  it,  thai^  accord  in  g  to 
the'repn-t  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  eighteen 
gunboats  in  actual  serrice  would  cost^as  mnch  as 
one  frigate. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
postpone,  which  was  disagreed  to  —  yeas  49, 
nays  56. 

Mr.  Efpgs  moved  to-postpoDe  the  eopsidermtion 
of  the  resolution  iintil  Monday.  He  said  it  would 
take  bat  a  short  time  to  oain  the  inforraftlion  de- 
sired by  gentlemen.  If  ihey  could  not  get  dstaiL- 
^informniion  on  the  subject.ihe  NQboalanugbt 
to  be  resigned  to  their  fate.  Mr.  B.  said  be  well 
iQcallected  that  some  time  ago  a  gentleraan  frani 
Maryland  (Mr,  Nicholson)  read  to  the  HoQse 
K  narabcr  of  papers  in  soppoH  of  their  utility,  in 
consequence  or  whiob,  and  other  informatioit,  the 
House  had  voted  for  them.  Mr  B.  sard  he 
was  ready  to  vote  for  gunboats  as  the  beit^efence 
that  could  be  devised.  He  had  never  contempla- 
ted them,  however,  as  answering  the  purpose  of 
Boavy.  Theyhad,onthecontrary,  been  consider- 
ed as  a  proper  substitute  for  expeosiye  fortifica- 
tions. What  would  be  the  advantage  of  forli^- 
eatioas  in  the  country  generally,  and  particularly 
Kew  York  J  Were  tbey  sure  (hat  expending 
even  a  million  of  dollars  would  make  that  place 
secure  ?  What  had  they  been  told  afeivdaysainos  ? 
Tbat.a  siosleveisel  would  be  able  to  lay  the  place 
under  contribution.  If  this  opinion  was  botrect, 
it  showed  that  some  other  defence  mtut  be  resort- 
ed to  for  tlie  defence  of  our  ports  and  harbors. '.  It 
was  not,  however,  Mr.  S.  said,  his  iutnition 
to  go  into  the  dissussion.  He  was  so  hoarse  thai 
he  could  scarceliT  otter  the  few  words  that  bad 
fallen  from  him. 

Mr.  Smiue  observed  that  they  had  got  into  a 
curious  situation.  There  appeared  to  be  three, 
paities  in  the  House.  All  those  in  favor  of  a 
fleet  were  opposed  to  gDoboats.  Some  gentlemen' 
were  in  favor  of  fortifications  exeluaiyely,  while 
others  were  willing  lo  go  to  a  certain  expense  ia 
fortifications  combined  with  gunboats.  This  was 
his  own  wish.  .  For  his  oivd  part,  he  was  ready  to 
say,  that  if  there  could  be  devised  oo  defence  of 
the  country  except  by  a  fleet,  it  should  not  be  de- 
fended by  his  vote,  and  fonifioat ions  require  so 
vast  an  expense,  be  should  be  againnt  fortifying. 
But  he  believed,  by  combining  gunboats  and  focti- 
Scalions,the  country  could  be  defended  at  a  mod- 
erate expense.  Mr.  S.  said  that  he  believed  in- 
(brraation  io  support  of  the  utility  of  gunboats 
could  be  procDied.    If,  however,  geuUemen  re- 


fused asking  for  this  information,  and  were  de- 
termined to  break  down  the  system  of  gunboats, 
let  ibem  take  the  respocsibilitjr  upon  themselves. 
He  believed  they  would  get  neither  gunboats  dot 
fortifications. 

Mr.  Van  Costlakdt  said  he  observed  thai 
some  gentlemen  had  said  that  the  foriifications  at 
present  at  New  York  were  of  noose.  This,  how- 
"^ver,  he  .believed  atas  not  the  iact.  Fort  Jay 
:ould  prevent  \a  vessel  from  lying  beiore  it,  and 
JO  far  (he  foriificatims  ware  of  grtal  serviee.  It 
was  true,  with  a  strong  wind  avessel  might  pass. 
But  what  theni  Sbe  could  afterwards  do  bat 
liitle  injury.  He  granted  that  gunboats  might  be 
of  some  service  to  a  certain  extent,  btH  they  ought 
lot  to  be  relied  on  altogether.  .  Batteries  were 
istful  u  annoy  an  eoemy,-and  in  addition  «>  them, 
ome  coasting  vessels  would  be  very-oervieeable 
for  the  pnrpose  of  keeping  off  disorderly  and  on- 
antborized  paisoos,  such  as  they  had  reeentlv  seen. 
He  said  he  should  veie  for  fining  the  blank  with 
9150,000,  (for  tke  purpose  9I  bnildiug  gnnboati, 
tbonghfaedidnot  believe  they  would  nrove  to  be  of 
such  use  as  some  geutlpmea  seemed  disposed  to 
^Bgiue.  But  as  gentlemen  had  declared  they 
would  not  vote  for  fortifications  without  gun- 
boats, he  was  willing  to  vote  for  both. 

Mr.  Cook  said  ibey  bad  only  nine  huadred  and 
fifty  seamen  at  present  on.  the  peace  establish- 
ment. They  bad  thirteen  guaboais  already  buili, 
and  fiiiy-sii,  others  building.  When  completed 
these  woal.d  rcquife  one  thoaiand  and  ■eveniy 
men  to  man  them.-  Butef  what  use'Wonld  gm- 
boats  be  unmanoed  1  He  was  willing  to  agree  to 
a-sharl  postpuaemeot  for  the  "purpose .of  obtaining 
further  information. 

Mr.  Thomas  said  be-  ruse  to  correct  a  remark 
of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  that  a  million  of 
dollars  bad  been  expended  on  the  pott  of  New 
York.  The  fact  was  that  the  General  Qovetn- 
ment  bad  only  expended  about 41pO,000< 

Mr.  Eppsa  said  be  bad' observed  that  from  in- 
formation  which  he  had  received,  he  believ^tke 
sums  expended  on  the  port  of  New  York,  inclu> 
ding  what  had  beea  laid  out  by  the  B»te,KnuiUBt- 
ed  to  near  »  million., 

'  Mr.  Thomas  aaid  be  waswiltiog  to  Aeqniesee 
in  the  poetponeiamt  till  E4onday,aa  so  short  a 
delay  v^s  not  ealeulated  to  embavrasa  (be  mewoie. 
In  reply  to  the  gentleman  wbo'  had  said  that  the 
fortifications  wouid  be  of  no  use  unless  ihey  were 
manned;  he  would  observe  there  was  an  ergnaixad 
Bud  effeetiye  mili^  ia  New  Yosk,  that  might  b« 
called  into  service  at  an  hour's  notice^  and  wonld 
be  competent  to  repel  any  foiee-tfaatwas  likely  to 
be  brought  against  tbem. 

Mr.  Varkuh  aaid  be  did  not  know  precisely  the 
amount  of  money  which  had  been  expended  oa 
ibe  port  of  New  York,  but  be  beltercd  that  moic 
than  «120,000  had  been  expended  before  the  sp- 
propiiatieik  of  the  last  year.  Thece  -iiad  been  a 
regular  appri^riatioB  ever  since  the  year  17M 
for  the  defence  of  ike  ports  and  barbers, 

j^Mr.  Vabhum  bcre  dialled  the  sereial  amira- 
priatioas  made  for  this  purpose.] 

Ia  addition  to  tiiesa,  ia^  ap^opriatiiHia  had 
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been  made  for  foTti£c«uoDi.  The  toul  of  then 
approprUtioDs  amouoled  lo  8955,000,  How  mucb 
nu  beeo  applied  lo  the  port  of  New  York,  he 
conid  uat  Bay.  He  ibougm  the  ports  and  harbora 
of  the  United  Siaiea  ought  to  be  ihfeDded.  The 
idea  of  retieatiBe  to  the  mouDlaina  woa  abhorreat 
to  hia  mind.  Oa  the  cootrarf,  he  ihonght  the 
BDemj  ought  lo  be  m«t  at  the  water's  ed{>e, 
and  fought  inch  by  inch.  The  true  question, 
however,  was,  in  what  way  an  enemy  might  be 
best  repelled?  As  to  New  York  he  brlieTed  it 
was  impossible  to  erect  bati«rin  which  would 
prevent  veuels  trom  passing  by  them ;  but  aurely 
ibey  migjli  ba  so  eonitroci^  as  greatly  to  aniwy 

Hr.  V.  said  be  confessed  he  was  no  great  ad- 
mirer of  sun  boats,  thoogh  he  wai  willing  to  allow 
Ibey  mignt  under  some  circnmstances  be  of  eon- 
siderabte  nse.  For  the  purpose  of  defending  New 
York,  measures  bad  already  been  pnrsuel  to  a 
considerable  eiteoL  In  addition  lo  tbe  Kunboats 
wfaieb  had  beeo'  built,  a  larse  number  oi  cannon 
had  been  mounted  on  travellipg  carriageo.  Be? 
sides  tbia,  Ibne  were  two  regiments  at  anilleiy 
completely  organized.  Taking  the  system  adopt- 
ed in  all  its  parts,  he  did  think  ii  was  ths'  only 
safe  system  that  could  be  a^pted  fbr  lb«  defence 
of  that  harbor,  aa  well  as  Ibe  other  harboN  oi  tlie 
United  Siatw.  -  He  had,  howtTer,  do  objection  lo 
a  abort  poatpiwemeat  for  the  parpoec  of  gettiag 
iofofvaaiioB. 

Mr.  Thomas  said  thejr  had  the  hat  sewion  re- 
oetv«d  informaiion  from  the  Presidebt  of  the 
United  Siates,-tbat  the  whole  sum  eipewted  on 
the  bavbor  of  New  York,  ontr  tmoimted  td  cme 
and  twenty-three  thousand -dollara. 

Ur.  SiiiLiB  said  he  rose  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
planation. If  gentlemen  imagined  he  had  said 
he  would  abandon  New  York  or  any  other  port 
of  the  Union,  they  bad  not  correctly  heatd  what 
he  had  said.  He  had  'obaerred  thai  he  would 
neaer  ooBaent  to  defend  tb«  country  by  a  fleet. 
He  believed  there  was  no  eounlTy  on  earth  whose 
emnmeree  woold  justify  the  creation  of  a  navy 
merely  for  its  protection.  He  weald  rather,  there- 
fore, give  op  ibe  whole  trade  than  protect  it  by  a 
navy. 

The  qneetidn  was  then  taken  on  postponing  the 
coiuideration  of  the  leat^ntioo  until  Monday, 
Trbielt  was  carried— yeas  W. 

It  was  ordered  that  a  bill,  or  bills,  be  brooglu 
in,  pursuant  to  the  first  of  the  said  resolutions,  as 
agreed  to  by  the  Hiinse,  on  the  tweniy-tbird  utti- 
mo ;  and  that  Mr.  Tbomib,  Mr.  TAi^LMAoea,  Mr. 
Rea  6f  PaonaylTanta,  Mr.  WiritHB,  Mr.  Elliot, 
Ur.  BTaHTON,  and  Mr.  VauHtiH,  do  prepare  and 
bring  ID'  the  saiite. 

On  mMioo  of  Mr.  EaxLy,  ihe  House  adopted 
ibe  following 'resolution: 

JICniAW,  That  the  Prerident  itf  the  Dniled  State*  be 
re^nastsd  to  eanae  to  belaid  befiRe  this  House  sneh 
inftTMatioa  aa  ma  J  ba  ia  Ibe  wawsasissi  of  AaEiacu- 
tira  'dapartUMal  tettding  to  show  the  efficac?  of  gun- 
heais  in  Um  prsUetiaR  and  dsftnea  ef  poMa  Mid  h»i- 
boiB,  aad  particDlailj  a  bst  of  aich  of  the  (dadpal 
poata  and  hadma  aa  nugr  be  dnfcndwd  or  taaentially 


Ordered,  That  Mr.  EiaLraad  Mr.  Bppbb  be 
appointed  a  committee  to  present  the  foregoiitg 
resolution  lo  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Fbidav.  February  6. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 

the  United  Stales,  transmilling  the  laws  for  the 

government  of  Louisiana,  passed  by  the  G^aver- 

aiid  Judges  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  at  their 

ion  at  ViDCeonea,  begun  on.  the  first  of  Oclo- 

ooe  thousand  eightliundred  and  four.    The 

Message  was  read,  and,  together  wiih  the  law» 

traasmitled  therewith,  referred  to  the  committee 

appointed,  on  the  eighth  ultimo,  on  a  Message  from 

the  President  of  the  United  Sial^,  transmitting  a 

copy  of  the  laws  of  Ihe  Territory  of  Micbieao. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Ijpuse 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  which  origi- 
nated in  this  House,  entitled  ''Aq  act  authorizing 
Ihe  discbarge  of  William  Hearn  from  bis  imprts- 
onmenC  with  an  amendment ;  to  which  they 
desire  the  eoncurrence  of  this  House. 

OLAIU  OF  BEAUHAROHAIS. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
Ibe  United  States,  statibg  that  the  Qorernment  of 
France  bating  examined  the  claim  of  the  heirs 
of  M,  de  BeaumBrchaii  against  the  United  Stales, 
had  found  it  just  and  reasonable,  and  instructed 
the  Minisiei'  here  to  apply  for  payment.  A  note 
from  General  Turreau  to  the  Secretary  of  State 
was  transmitted  with  the  Message. 

Mr.  GafUQ  movad  a  reference  of  the  Message 
with  the  accompanying  doeamenu  to  the  Com- 
inittee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Babbett  preferred  a  teferenoe  to  a  select 
committee. 

Mr.  Elt  ilid  sot  like  the  terms  of  the  addrcsa 
for  this  olaim.  It  was  ezpreaaed  in  lerme  too  im- 
perious. No  nation  on  earth  had  a  light  lo  ii*« 
the  language  of  auiboiity  towards  our  Govern- 
ment. Mr.  E.  moved  that  it  lie  on  the  laUe,  and 
after  it  was  printed  the  House  could  better  decide 
as  to  the  dUposition  of  the  claim.  ' 

Mr,  D.  R.  WtuLitm  thought  the  note  of  ihe 
French  Minister  sufficiently  decorous. 
'.  Mr.  PiTKiK  preferred  a  reference  of  the  subject 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims.  They  had  once 
examined  it  and  are  therefore  most  competent  to 
investigate  its  merits  again, 

Mr.  Alston  saidit  was  usual  to  refer  Messages 
from  the  President  either  to  a  select  committee 
or  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Ml.  Dana  inquired  whether  the  claim  of  the 
Danish  Minister  for  the  brig  Henrick  was  at  a 
former  session  referred  lo  the  Comtpitlee  of 
Claims.    He  believed  it  was. 

The  Speaker  answered  that  such  was  his  im- 


tioned  was  then  pursued. 

The  Message  and  doctiments  > 
the  Committee  of  Claims,    > 
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ISSUING  OP  DEBENTUBEe. 
The  House  procetded  to  coasidei  the  amend- 
ment reported  troni  the  Commitlee  of  the  Whole 
on  Tuesday  last,  to  the  bill  BDihorizioK  the  isau- 
JDg  of  debeatares  in  certain  eates:  Whereupon, 
the  said  emeodmeDt  being  again  read,  was,  upon 
the  question   put   ibereapoD,  agreed   to  bf  the 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Eppeb,  further  to 
amend  the  second  section  of  the  said  bill,  by  stri- 
king out,  from  (he  word  "retlriction,"  in  the  third 
line  thereof,  the  following  words;  "to  direct  de- 
bentures to  be  issued  in  similar  cases  which  may 
hare  happened  prior  to  the  passing  of  xh'u  acC, 
and  subMqueut  to  the  second  day  of  March,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  three,  or  where  such 
application  shall  be  made  within  six  months  from 
Ibe  passing  thereof,  inserting,  "receive  spplications 
for  debentures  ia  similar  cases  which  may  hare 

happened  within years  prior  to  the  passing 

of  this  aci,  and  to  report  the  same  to  the  next  ses- 
lioD  of  Congress :"  and  on  the  queslion  thereupoii, 
it  passed  in  the  negalire. 

A  motion  waa  then  made  by  Mr.  Bablv  far- 
ther to  amend  the  said  bill  by  addioe,  to  the  end 
thereof,  a  new  section,  in  the  words  tbllowiiig 
wit: 

Sic.  e.  And  be  it  furtAer  taacled.  That,  whenareT 
any  person  or  peiaous  shall  apply  to  the  ComptioUei 
of  the  Treannj  {ot  rriief  under  the  fint  or  B«cond  tec' 
tions  of  (^  act,  his  or  their  petition  iball  be  Gist  pre- 
lened  lo  the  judge  of  the  iMtiict  from  which  the  gaodm, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  ware  exported,  and  sDcL  per- 
toQi  shall  do  and  periorm  all  sudt  thin^  as  are  re- 
qoind  b;  the  fintvection  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act 
to  proyida  for  mitif  ating  oi  remtfting  the  forieiture*, 
penalties,  and  disabilities,  accmiiiK  in  csTtain  cases 
therein  mentiooad;"  and  the  said  juc^a  ahall  proceed 
IB  like  manner  as  k  direetad  in  the  said  act,  to  mqVira 
tnlo,  state,  and  ttattamit,  the  facts  tonchinK  the  caae, 
to  the  ComptnUer  «f  the  TreMur^rWho,  thaienpon, 
may  grant  such  relief;  under  the  ocmditioRa,  linuta- 
liana,  and  rastriclioiia  of  this  act ;' 

And  on  the  qneslion  thereupon,  it  was  resolTed 
in  the  affirmatiTe. 

On  the  question,  whether  the  bill  should  pass 
to  a  third  reading?  Mesars.CuY  and  Daita  spoke 
in  faToc  of,  and  Messrs.  R.  WiLLiAHS  and  Eppeb 
against  the  bill. 

Mr.  Sloar  alao  spoke  against  the  bill,  aod  was 
replied  lo  by 

Mr.  Lvon,  who  delivered  a  speech  of  coosider- 
able  leugib  in  favor  of  the  bill,  interspersed  with 
many  sarcastic  remarks  on  the  oratory  of  Mr. 
Sloan.  Mr.  L.  noticed  repeatedly  the  phraseology 
of  Mr.  8.,  particnhirly  (hat  of  reirospectina  back- 
wards. The  House  was  so  much  diverted  oy  Mr. 
L.'b  speech,  that  the  Speaker  was  frequently 
d  to  call  to  order. 


the  windows  of  the  Representaiire  Chamber  was 
broken  and  blown  into  the  room  by  the  violence 
of  the  wind,  and  the  members  in  that  quarter 
were  compelled  to  leave  theirseats.  An  attempt 
was  made  to  secure  the  window  by  closing  the 
■hoitera,  and  they  were  blown  inia  the  room. 
Whereopoo,  in  this  eriais,  on  motion  of  Mr.  D. 
R.  WtLLiAMB,  the  Hoase,at2o'clock,adjonnMd. 

Satuboay,  February  7. 

Od  motion  of  Mri  Lattimobb, 

Heeolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactorea  be  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  establishing  and  maintaining 
an  institution  at  Natchez,  for  tie  relief  of  aick  and 
disabled  boatmen,  out  of  such  funda  as  may  be 


obliged 
Kfr.E 


or  rather  sermon  he  should  say,  ot  Mr. 
would  soon  be  published,  as  it  seemed  to  be  writ- 
ten out  and  ready  for  the  press,  that  ihey  might 
once  more  be  graiiGed  by  its  elegance. 

Mr.  D.  R.  WiLUAUs  bad  spoken  sometime  in 
reply  to  Mr.  J.  Clat,  when  the  glass  of  one  of 


committee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill,  or  other- 
Mr.  Thom4b,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  fifth  ineiant,  presented  a  bill  for  fortifying  the 
ports  and  faerbors  of  the  United  States]  mtieh 
was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  J^roH, 
Retolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  aod 
Means  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ekpedien- 
cy  of  retaining  a  greater  proportion  of  the  duties 
on  articles  the  growth  or  manufactur»of  foreign 
countries  which  ma^  be  re-exported. 

The  Spbakeb  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Qoremor  and  Judges  of  the  Territnry  of 
MichtgaDi  transmitting  their  report,  made  in  obe- 
dience to  (he  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for 
the  adjustment  of  titles  of  land  in  the  tewa  of 
Detroit,  and  Territory  of  Michigan,  and  for  other 
purpoaea ;"  i^hich  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Saoaie,  entitled  "An  act 
to  reduce  the  expenses  attending  the  admintatim- 
of  justice  in  the  District  of  Columbia,"  was 
read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Tuesday  next 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
confirmiDg  claims  to  lend  in  the  District  of  Vin- 
oennes,"  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
nent*  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
'An  act  authoriiing  the  dischaim  of  William 
Hearn  from  his  hnNisonmeDt :"  Whereupon,  the 
firkt  amendment  pt  the  Senate  to  the  epttctiog 
clause  of  the  said  bill,  being  again  read,  was,  on 
the  qaeation  put  thereupon ,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 
I&solved,  That  this  House  doth  agree  with  the 
Senate  in  (he  title  of  the  aaid  bill,  amended  (o 
read  as  follows :  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  William 

Mr.BsooM  nubmilted  the  following  resolution: 

Retohed,  That  it  is  sipediuit  to  make  Autber  pro- 

riuan  for  securing  the  priviloBe  of  the  writ  of  hsbeaa 

oorpns  to  peraons  in  enitodj  nttder  or  by  c(4or  of  liia 

aaUuni^  cC  the  United  Suisa. 

Mr.  B.  wished  the  tesolaiion  might  lie  a  few 
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moved  that  it  lie  on  ihe  table.    Agreed  uy. 
rSSniNG  OF  DEBBNTDRB8. 

The  HoDse  proceeded  to  the  farther  coDsidera- 
tioD  of  the  bill  BUthoriziog  the  iuaing  of  deben- 
tares  io  eertaio  eases. 

Mr.  D.  R.  WiLUAMa  moved  that  the  bill  be 
recommitted.    Not  carried — ayes  36,  noes  49. 

The  qu&iioQ  wa»  alwut  to  be  taken,  whether 
the  bill  should  be  engrossed  for  a' third  reading, 
when  Mr.  Holland  rose  aad  apoke  at  leogilk 
against  the  bill. 

The  qaestioik  was  then  taken  on  engrossiog  the 
billbf  jeasand  nays,  and  decided  in  the  negative — , 
yeas  53,  nays  53,  the  Speaker  declaring  himself 
with  the  nays.    The  rote  wai  as  follows : 

YiAs — losaph  Barker,  Jcaeph  CIi;^ ,  George  Clin- 
ton jr.,  Orchaid  Cook,  RichArdCuCts,  ttamoel  W.  Dana, 
John  DsTeaport,  junior,'  Feter  Earl;,  Jsmea  Elliot, 
Ebeneier  Elmer,  -  Wiltiun  Findley,  James  M.  Gamett, 
Seth  Hasting*,  David  Hoogh,  Johii  G.  Jackson,  Walter 
Jonu,  Thomas  Kenan.  Joseph  Lewis,  jnn.,  Hear;  W. 
LiringstoD,  Edwiid  Llayd,  Hatthsn  Lyon,  Robert 
Marion,  Joaiah'  Masters,  William  McCreery,  Nicholas 
B.  Moore,  Jonathan  O.  Mouly,  Ourdon  B.  Mumbrd, 
Jeremiah  Netson.ThomBi  Newton,  ji.,  Timothy  Pitkin, 
jr.,  Jdu  Porter,  Jo^ah  i^timcj,  Thomas  M.  lUndolph, 
John  Ruassll,  Peter  Sailly,  Martin  G.  -  Schuneman, 
Dennia  Snek,  Samoal  Etaiilh,  Joaeph  StsntAO,  Samud 
Ta^art,  Benjamin  TaUmlldge,  Bamoel  TennsyiDaTid 
Thmnaa,  Thomaa  W.  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Abram 
Trigf,  Daniel  C.  VarfOao^  Peleg  Wadeworth,  Mat- 
thew Walton,  Eliphalet  Wicke*,  Nathan  Williams, 
and  Thomaa  Wynnp. 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  Jr.,  Isaac  Andeiwin,  John 
Arehei,  Daiid  Bard,  Borwell  BseseK,  George  M.  Bedin- 
ger,  William  W.  Bibb,  John  Blake,  jr.^  Thomas  Blount, 
Robert  Blown,  John  Boyle,  William  A.  Bumell, 
Geone  W.  Campbelli  John  Chandler.  Martin  Chitten- 
den, Jdlin  Claiborne,  Matthew  Clay,  Fradeiick  Coniad, 
Etra  Darby,  EHas  Earle,  Caleb  Ellis,  WiUiuo  Ely, 
John  W.  Eppes,'  James  Fiak,  Charles  Gtddaboroagh, 
Peteieon'Ooodnyn,  Andrew  Gregg.  Siles  Halsey,  John 
Hamilton,  Jamw  Holland,  Darid  Holmes,  James  Kelly, 
John  Lambert,  Doncan  McFariliid,Datid  Meriwether, 
John  Morrow,  -  Gideon  Olin,  John  Pugh,  John  Kea  of 
Penn^lTania,  John  Mwa  of  Tennessee,  Thomas  Sand- 
ford,  EbeneMT  S^yer,  Jamea  Slamn,  John  Bmilie,  J<dui 
8mit^  Rickaid  Stanford,  Joseidi  B.  Varnnqi,  John 
Whilehill,  Robert  WhitdUD,  Darid  R.  WiUiama,  Akx- 
and«T  Wilson,  and  Joeqih  Winatqn. 

And  iw  the  bill  was  rejected. 

NATIONAL  DEFENCE. 

Mr.  Tarnitu  obsexTed  that  he  had  heard  with 
pleasure  the  ardent  and  patriotic  zeaf  of  the  Rep- 
resentatives from  the  Slate  of  New  York,  to  pro- 
cure an  approptiation  for  further  fortifying  the 
city  of  New  York.  Mr.  V.  doubted. whether  the 
grant  already  agreed  to  would  be  adequate  to  the 
DUrpDse.    He  therefore  moved  the  following  reso- 

Retohed,  That  it  is  expedient  to  Appropriate  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars  in  addition  to  the  sums 
heretofore  granted,  to  enable  the  President  of  the  TJui- 
ted  States  to  catiaa  the  port  and  btibor  of  New  York 
to  be  better  fortified      •  •  -    ■  ■ 


Mr.  Vabhuh  mored  that  the  resolution  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Commiltee  of  the  Whole,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  reported  this  morning,  ap- 
propriating twenty  thousand  dollars  for  fortifi- 
cationt. 

Mr.  D.  R.  WiLLiAHB  inquired  if  it  were  ia  order 
to  more  an  amendment  to  the  TeeotUtioo. 

The  Spbaxer  answered  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  D.  R.  WiLLiAHB  hoped  then  that  the  reso- 
tutioD  would  be  rejected.  He  had  intended  to 
moretheintertion  of  Charleston,  Sonth  Carolina, 
if  it  had  been  in  order.  That  city  ielen  thousand 
times  more  exposed  than  New  York.  There  Is 
but  obe  single  gt)a  that  can  he  fired,  and  that 
only  a  four-ponnder. 

■Mr,  VARitoM. — Let  the  gentleman  bring  for- 
ward a  distinct  resolution.  If  Charleston  need 
additional  measures  of  defence,  I  will  cheerfully 
accord  to  an  approprintioa. 

Mr.  Smilie  eoDcnrred  in  the  opinion  Ibai  the 

Sentlemao  (Mr.  D.  R.  Williams)  had  better 
ring  forward  a  distinct  re^lntian. 

Mr.  D.  R.  WiLLiAMB  was  an  enemy  to  all  par- 
tial appropiiitioDB.  He  was  totally  hostile  lo  the 
idea  of  being  so  lavish  in  favor  of  New  York,  and 
leaving  other  places  defenceless.  He  could  eee 
no  objection  to  the  iosertion  of  Charleston,  unless 
gentlemen  were  disposed  to  protect  only  a  par- 
ticular section  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Cbamdlbr  was  aeainst  the  resolution.  He 
did  not  like  tbis  partial  method  of  legislation. 
Let  the  gentleman  move  an  amendment  to  the 
bill  when  LE  shall  be  taken  up  in  Committee  ot 
the-Whole.    That  will  answer  the  purpose. 

Mr.  Vaskdu  said  be  had  intended  to  move 
such  an  amendment  lo  the  bill,  and  he  had  intro- 
duced this  resolution  in  order  to  give  notice  of 
that  intention.  If  Charleston  eaimot  be  suffi- 
ciently fortified  with  the  Q20,000,  no^  applicable 
to  that  object,  he  was  willing  to  agree  to  more. 

Mr.  Daha  could  see  no  use  in  this  resolution. 
He  was  surprised  that  any  gentleman  sincerely- 
disposed  to'  promote  measures  for  the  defence  of 
New  York  sbould  pursue  sacfa  a  partial  course. 
The  ports  to  be  fortified  have  been  designated  by 
law:  Make  a  genera)  apiwopriation,  and  let  the 
Executive  direct  the  expenditure  where  it  is  most 
wanted.  This  scrambling  for  partipular  ports 
tends  lo  defeat  the  object  and  to  destroy  the 
whole  systeiA  of  fortification. 

Mr.  MaBIon  said  that  the  account  of  Charlas- 
mn  given  by  hii  coUeagne  was  correct.  The  only 
reason  why  he  had  tailed  to  call  up  the  subject  to 
the  consideration  of  the  House  was,  that  the 
ground  selected  for  fortifications  had  been  hut  re- 
cently ceded  to"  the  United  States,  by  the  Legie- 
latore  of  Sondi  Camlint,  and  be  supposed  mea- 
sures for  the  defence  of  the  place  woold  jiow  be 
soon  taken.  , 

Mr.  Nhwtom  hoped  the. resolution  would  be 
withdrawn,  and  an  amendment  moved  to  the  bill. 
He  felt  unoonqoerable  repugnance  to  such  partial 
legislation.  The  place  from  which  he  came  (Nor- 
folk) was  equally  exposed,  and  needed  additional 
fortification  as  well  as  New  York. 

Mr.  Thohab  was  glad  to  see  members  from 
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different  parts  of  (he  Uaioo  dowjd  favor  of  for  li- 
ficatioD).  The  oiher  day  tbere  seemed  lo  be  few 
or  nooe,  except  from  ibe  Slate  of  New  York,  who 
were  disposed  to  do  anything  on  the  subject  Mr. 
T,  thought  every  member  must  agree  that  New 
York  stood  iu  mofe  need  of  being  qtrongly  forti- 
fied than  Boy  other  place  whaCCTer. 

Mr.  Q,niNCT  concurred  in. the  opiitioii -that  New 
York  required  measures  of  defeaee  mare  than 
uty  other  pcirt,  but  be  was  against  the  resolatioo 
because  it  waa  not  calculated  to  gain  the  end  in 
view.  He  thought  the  experience  of.  last  session 
would  ihow  the  evils  of  such  partial  demands  for 
fortiRcation.  A  resolution  was  brought  forward 
to  fortify  New  York.  One  member  moved  K> 
add  Charleston,  another  Norfolk,  another  Ports- 
mouth, and  anothef  Qeorgetown,  on  the  Potomac. 
This  House  is  not  competent,  to  detsrstifte  the 
portions  of  money  which-oiightto  be  respectively 
allotted  to  the  d^ence  of  the  several  ports  in  the 
Dnion. 

Mr.  Elueb  waa  against  the  resolution  on  every 
principle.  He  thought  t30,000,  which  had  been 
voted,  large  enough.  New  York  is  like  to  be  in 
BO  danger  the  ensuit^year. 

Mr.  MtiapoRD.-^we  have  fought  hard  and 
tried  repeatedly  for  a  general  appropriation,  bi|t 


blank.  I  hope,  thetefore,  that  we  may  fet  a  par- 
tial appropriation.  I  am  willing  to  vole  any  snm 
for  Charleston  or  Norfolk  which  may  bene-. 
ceasary. 

Mr.  BinvBLL.— The  object  of  the  resujation  is 
only  to  give  notice.  1  tee  no  impropriety  in  it. 
Let  it  go  to  a  committee,  and  then  the  Houseoaa 
decide  upon  iL  They  are  not  pledged  to  adopt  tt 
by  coDseating  to  this  direction. 

Mr.  CoN&Ln  was  against  the  resolution.  He 
could  see  no  rise  in  it.  He  waa  willing  to  gire 
$200,000  or  8300,000  for  New  York  ifthe  anm 
could  be  advantageously  expended  the'  ensuing 
year,  but  bad  supposed  that  it  could  not. 

Mr.  Dakju—Tm.  proposition  is  now  dffteded 
on  tbQ  ground  that  it  is  only  equivalent  to  giving 
notice  of  an  intended  amendmdnt  l»  a  bill.  Little 
need  be  said  in  repljf  to  that  argument.  If  » 
member  of  this  Houm  can  be  believed  when  he 
makes  a  declnmtion  on  this  floor,  il  is  sufficient 
for  him  merely  to  annaitnce  his  intentioa.  If 
you  refer  this  resolution  as  moved,  yon  admit,  the 
principle  of  a  partial  appropriation—*  ptiMipla 
to  which  I  am  decidedly  adverse. 

1  am  in  favor  of  a  general  system  of  forti^c 
tion;  this  partial  appr<qNiRtian  goes  in  truth 
wcrifiee  (be  very  measure  it  piirpotta  to  aid.    I 
am  tberefoica^nstit.    Itiicaleulatedto  defeat 
every  idea  of  fortification. 

Mr.  VuHDM  had  no  wish  to  disoblige  any 
member  of  the  House.  He  was  not  anxious  tbat 
the  questioo  on  a  reference  of  the  resolutioo  to  a 
Committeaof  the  Whole  should  be  put.  His  ob- 
ject of  giving  notice  would  be  attained  without 
It.  He  therefore  withdrew  the  motion,  and  then 
moved  that  the  resoluiion  lie  on  th«  table. — 
Agreed  to. 


Monday,  February  9. 

Mr.  Ekklt,  from.the  Committee  of  Commerce 

and  Mauufactures,  presented  a  bill  authorizii^ 

resseIs,from  places beyOnd  theCapeof  Qood  Hope 

o  enter  at  Flytnouth,  and  establiahiog  a  port  of 


itiee  of  the  whole  House  on  Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  StaAtoh,  from  (he  committee  to  whom 
WB3  referred,  on  the  fourth  iostant,  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  petition  of 
Daniel  3.  Dexter,  presented  a  hill  for  the  relief  of 
Daniel  S.  Dexter;  Which  Was  read,  twice  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  mor- 

Mr.  LattImohb  presevted  to  the  House  a  peti- 
in  of  the  Grand  Jurors  of  Washington  District, 
._  the  Mississippi  Territory,  which  was  received 
and  read,  praying  Ibsi  the  time  allowed,  by  law, 
for  the  payment  of  lands  purchased  of  the  United 
States,  m  the  said  Territory,  may  be  extended ; 
(bat  further  time  majr  be  allowed  ^r  establishing 


donation  right  to  lands  in  the'. 


Teriitorjr;  and 
that  Congress  will  grant  some  real  and  e 


encouragement  Id  scbgols  in  the  said  district. 

Mr.  MoHFOpo  presented  to  the  House  a  peti- 
tion of  JoshtM  Sands,  late  Collector  of  the  Cus- 
toms Ibr  ttie  port  of  New  York,  which  was  re- 
ceived and  read;  staling  that  Ite  issued,  while  coir 
lector  aforesaid,  sundry  debentures  of  raerchaadise 
exported  to  New  Orleans,  then  a  part  oi  the  &y»a- 
ish  possenionsin  America ;  that,  upon  ezhitHiiu 
his  accounts  at  lbs  Treasury,  the  acdovnting  0& 
cert  objected  to  his  charge  of  debentures  se  paid; 
and  praying  thai  the  said  debentures.  Mid  by  him 
as  aforesaid,  may  be  allowed,  and  a  final  settle- 
ment of  his  aeciMnis  effect^. — Referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures^ 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Pahkb, 

Re$t4ved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  whether  anv,ahd.  if  any,  what,Bliera(toa> 
ought  to  be  made  la  the  laws  fixing  the  nlariM 
of  the  Secretaries  and  Judges  of  the  Indiana,  Loui- 
siana, and'Michigan  Territories;  and  that  they 
luve  leave  to  repori'hf  hill,  or  oih'erwise. 

And  a  oD  mm  it  tee.  was  appointed,  of  Mr.  Paku, 
Mr.  JEanHiAU  Morrow,  Mr.  SAiFDroBB,Ur.  Jrr» 
MiAB  NBLnoN,  aiid  Mr.  Fias. 

A  maasnge  tram  the  Senate  informed  the  Uonse 
tbat  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  aent  from 
this  House,  enti'tkd  "An  act  to  extend  the  power 
of  {[ranting  writs  of  injunctions  ta  the  Judges  of 
the  District  Coorta.of  the.  Doited  States,''^ with 
MvemI  amendments;  to  which  they  doairc  the 
concurrence  of  this  House.  The  Senate  have 
passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  fur  the  relief  of  John 
Chester;  10  which  they  desire  the  concurrence 
Qf  this  House. 

DISTRICT  or  COLUMBIA. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  supplementary  to  the  act 
concemirig  the  District  of  Columbia. 

This  bill  repeals  the  existing  provision  inter- 
dicting the  arrest  of  the  persOo  for  debts  below 
twenty  dollars. 


dbyGoo^le 


mSTORT  OP  OQNGRBSa 


478 


Pebkuabt,  1807. 


Imporltaitm  vf  Slaoet. 


Mr.  QoLDBBOBotHiH  moved  a  new  section  ler 
pealing  the  eighth  aeetion  of  bd  eiisiiag  Bct, 
which  prohibiu  ihe  aUowBDce  of  compeoiacion 
to  jusljces  of  the  peace  and  juron;.  which  was 
agreed  to.      .  - 

The  Gommitiee  tlieo  rose  aad  reported  the  bill. 

Mr.  Jacesdn  moved  to  commit  the  bill  to  the 
same  commitiee  to  whom  is  referred  a  bill. from 
the  Seoate  for  reducing  the  ezpeose*  Biiending 
the  adminislratioo  of  jetties  in  tlie  district  of  Co- 
lambia. 

This  motion  was  oppoMd  b^  Mdi;*-  Oclds- 
BoAoDOH,  and  J.  Clat,  and  diiagteed  to.  When 
ibe  bill  wai  ordered  to  be  eagrassed  for  a  third 
reading  to-morrow. 

IMPORTATION  OF  BLAVGB. 

The  Home  resolved  itsdf  into  a  Committer  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  biH  prohibttiDg'  the  importa- 
tion of  slaves  idto  the  Uifited  Stales. 

The  provision,  paniFhbg  tlis  importation  of 
slaves  with  imprisonment,  was  stricken  out,  and 
the  puaiahiDeDt  of  death  substitnled. 

The  Committee  havingpassed  on  to  Ihe  seventh 
section,  it  was  read  U  follows: 

•*  That  bU  such  nq;n>ea,  mulatlon,  or  panoniof  coko', 
as  tesybe  fbifeited  1^  virtae  of  IhJa  act,  [•&•!],  at  the  ex- 
panse of  the  United  Slates,  be  WKnytA  Co  sodi  pUos 
(u  placet  ia  dw  Uuilad  Statsst^  the  Praodant  ihanof 
maj  dirsot,  and-  tbere  be  indaitnnd  as  ^pMnlnes  ar 
tsjvants,  or  atherwiss  ttaplojti,  as  the  Piwudant  may 

Htt  UMf  bensictal  to  Ihsu,  and  most  ssia  fer  the 
ilad  States :  SroMid,  That  no  nieb  negift,  mnUt-. 
ta,  or.  petasn  of  color,  ihall  bs  tndtntwed  or  enploysd 
M  stUBsaid,  eiaajpt  in  sMae  Stata  oi  Teiritoij,  in 
which  slaveijr  is  not  peiiiuttad,or  in  which' provi*- 
toa  is  anTmada'fora'.-fTsduBl  sbotitioa  of  ^itzj\ 
oar  in  any-  State,  in  which  sash  psnens  are  dot  per- 
mitted by  hw  to-  be  indentured  or  oa^oyed  as  sfora- 
said ;  snd  if  aaj  ladi  aegro,  maUlta,  <a  penea  of  col- 
or, vhen  K  indentnred  oi  smployed,  shall  bs  nndsr  the 
age  of years,  the  tenu  of  such  iodentuie  or  em- 
ployment ■bsU  not  extend  beyond  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years;  and  If  above  the  age  of- — years,  the 
term  shah  Sot  eiceed  •^—  j^m."] 

Mr.  Barlt  moved' tostrikeoatall  the  words 
of  the  section  jo  brackets,  and  to  insert  In  lieu 
thereof  ih»falloinbg  words: 

"  shdl  be,  by  ^  msrshsl  of  Uie  district  l"  terribnr 
having  cwtody  of  the  sama,  be  ddivered  over  to  sach 
oOcer  of  the  Slate  or  iTerrilOfial  govetnment  ••  ma; 
by  any  law  of  the  Stale  or  Tenitory  be  diraded  to  re- 
ceive them,  to  be  diipSied  of  as  by  any  each  law  may 
be  provided." 

Mr.  Early  Said  the  inbabitafita  of  the  Sdntfaem 
States  would  resist  this  provision  withtheir  lives. 
We  want  no  civil  wars,  bo  rabeltions,  no  insur- 
rections, no  resistance  to  the  antheritr  of  the  Qov- 
emmeni.  Oive  eSect  then  to  this  wish,  and  do 
not  pass  tbiebillat  it  now  standi. 

Mft  Smiub.— 'This  opens  sqcb  a  scene  as  !  nerer 
expected  to  Witoe^sln  this  Honse.  If  it  were  not 
owing  to  the  impulse  of  the  moment^  end  the  ia- 
floence  of  passion,  I  should  think  it  extremely  rep- 
rehensible. Are  we  to  be  threatened  with  civil 
war?  that'oor  laws  will  be  resisted  at  the  peril  of 
life  1    Sir,  this  is  new  doctrine.    The  gentlei 


must  koow  that  we  are  not  to  be  terrified  by  a 
threat  of  civil  war. 

Mr,  E&HLT  said  Ihe  Kenlteman  from  Penosyl- 
vatiia  (Mr.  Shilib)  bad  made  a  palpaUe  mlirep- 
resentBlioa  of  his  Sentiments.  I  do  not  threaten 
the. Ooveromeui  with  civil. war.  I  only  commu- 
nicated Ibe  idea  that  military  force  woald  be  ne- 
cessary to  carry  the  law  into  «  -  ■  . 
to  know  what  has  become  of  c 
disclaim  the  thVeBl  of  civil  war. 

Mr.  Ploan;— The  observations  of  the  Sonthem 
members,  I  thiQk,'bear  rather  too  hard  od  as  from 
the  Middle  Slates.  [Here  the  Chairuak  inter- 
rupted Mr.  St-OAD,  and  said  he  conceived  it  ont 
of  order  to  allude  to  different  sections  of  the 
UaioD.]  'Mr.  $.  proceeded.  1  was  speaking  to  the 
seciioD  tinder  oonsideratioo,  and  I  thought  it  was 
notout  of  ordcrto  speak  to  sentiments  which  had 
been  dropped  by  qthei  gen  tlemen ,  before  me  on 
the  section. 

The  Soulbein  gentlemen  have  said  if  we  would 
take  away  tbejiegroes  from  them,  they  would  be 
satisfied.  We  have  exerted  every  stretch  of  out 
genius  to  do  this,  we  have  agreed  to  lake  them 

The  gentleman  from  Qeorgia  (Mr.  Barlt)  has 
mentioned  that  they  now  are  willing,  as  an  act 
of  great  condescension  to  give  up  the  question, 
whether  the  United  Stales  shall  sell  the  neeroes 
as  slaves;  and  for  what?  To  sell  them  them- 
selves.   X'l's  is  mighty  condescension  indeed. 

Mr.  CooE  was  in  favor  of  the  motion: 

Mr.  Makioh  was  also  in  favor  of  the  motion. 
If  the  provision  was  continued,  thelbw  wOuld  be 
wholly  inopentive.  Were  lie  on  a  jury  and  the 
evidence  ever  so  strong,  be  should  deem  it  bis  du- 
ty not  to  find  a  verdict  against  a  man  charged 
with  a  breach  of  this  law. 

Messrs.  Cook,  J.  Clat,  Hollaho,  and  Alston, 
spoke  in  favor  of  the  motion,  and  Massn.  Bboin- 
OBit,  Bi  DWELL  and  GoLDHBOHODQH  Bgaiost  it. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  moved  that  the  Commit- 

Mr.  Cook  was  in  favor  of  the  motion. 

Mr  Early  said  fae  believed  that  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Cook)  was  sincere  in 
his  endeavors  to  procure  a  law  which  would  not 
be  injurious  to  their  happiness  (of  the  Southern 
States.)  He  wished  he  could  »>y  tte  same  of 
some  other  me&ibers. 

'Mr.  Macoh  supported  the  motion. 

The  Committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  had 
leave  to  sit  again. 

Tdebi>at,  February  10. 
A  Meesage  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  Untted  States,  in-  complianoe  with  the  request 
of  the  HoHie  of  Representatives,  expressed  in 
their  resolution  of  the  fifih  instant,  giving  infor- 
mation  of  the  effect  of  gunboats  in  the  protection 
and  defence'  of  harbors,  of  the  numbers  tbougl^t 
necessary,  and  of  the  proposed  distribution  uf  them 
amoDff  the  portsaodhBrhorsof  the  United  States. 
The  Message  was  read,  and,  ti^ther  with  the 
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Od  motioD  of  Mr.  Eablv,  from  tlie  Committee 
of  Commerce  and  MaDUfaciures,  chat  (he  Hoate 
<lo  come  to  the  following  reaoluIioD  : . 

Saoktd,  by  the  Sautte  and  Route  of  iftpreurtlo- 
(iw*  of  the  Viuitd  Statf  of  Amtriea,  ia  Congren 
attanbled.  That  the  Secretuy  of  the  'I^samrj  b«,  uid 
ke  bereb?  ii,  inthoriied  and  directed  to  mum  to  be 
pnbli^ed  the  repoit  uid  chut  of  >  turvej  of  the  coaat 
of  North  CtuoUni,  made  by  Thomu  Colea  and  Jon- 
athan Pnee>  under  the  act  of  CoogreH  poaed  at  the 
hit  oeMioD  for  that  purpose ;  and  that  the  aaid  Seen- 
tar;  be  authorized  to  give  them  the  piivil^e  of  eecur- ' 
ing  to  thstoMilTea  the  copy-right  thereof,  prorldsd  they 
will  ondertake  the  expense  of  the  publication,  and  le- 
cnre  the  peribnaance  of  inch  other  conditioui  ae  he 
may  think  proper  to  promote  the  object*  of  the  Gofem- 
ment  in  directing  the  raid  anrrey  to  be  made.  But 
■neh  oopy-right  ihall  not  operate  to  prevent  Congreaa 
from  having  aaid  chart  incorporated  into  any  geaeraJ 
diart  of  the  coaat  of  the  United  Statei,  which  they  may 
think  propei  to  cauae  to  be  eiaeuted. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  motion  be  referred  to 
the  coOEideration  of  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 


The  House  proceeded  to  conaider  the  amehd- 
menla  propose!}  bv  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  extend  the  power  of  EraQitog  writs  of 
injanction  to  the  Judges  .of  the  District  Courts  of 
the  Uoited  Stales;  Whereupon  the  amendments, 
together  with  the  bill,  werecommiited  to, Mr. 
Jackoom,  Mr.  HoLi^KD,  and  Mr.  FiBK. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  John  Chester,"  was  read  twice 
and  committed  toihe  Colu'miltee  of  Claims. 

Ordered,  That  the  Message  of  the  President 
of  the  Uoited  Slates,  of  the  thirty-first  ultimo, 
transmitting  a  report  of  the  Commissioners  ap' 

Sainted  under  the  acf  passed  the  twenly~oin(h  of 
larch  last,  entitled  An  act  to  regulate"  the  Ut- 
iog  out  aod  making  a  road  froia  Cumberland,  in 
the  State  of  Maryland,  to  the  State  of  Ohio,"  ib- 
getherwilh  the  said  report,  be  referred  to  Mr. 
jAOKSOH.Mr.JEBEHiABMoHROW,  Mr.  Sandford, 
Mr.  Shilib,  and  Mr.  Golubbohodob. 

Another  Message  was  received  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  communicating  a  letter 
from  Cowles  Mead,  Secretary  of  the  Mississippi 
Territory,  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  relatioD  to 
the  movements  of  Aaron  Burr, 

The  Message  was  read,  and,  It^ther  with  the 
letter  tranamiited  therewith,  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
bcI  Io  prevent  fraudi  committed  on  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States;"  to  which  they  desire  the  con- 
currence of  this  Hoase, 

The  House  again  reaolred  itself  into  a'Commit- 
tee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  prohibiting  the  im- 
portation of  slavet  into  the  United  States.  Cod- 
■iderahle  progress  was  made  in  the  discussion  of 
the  provisions  of  the  bill,  when  the  Committee 
rose,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  agaiii. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  RAHtMLPn, 

Ordered,  Thut  the  Message  of  the  President  of 
Ae  United  States,  of  the  15th  of  April,  1806, 


tranamitting  a  treaty  between  the  United  States 
of  America  and  the  Piankeahaw  tribe  of  Indians, 
together  with  the  said  irealy,  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

An  engrossed,  bill  further  supplementary  to  the 
act.  .encilled  "An  act  concerning  the  District  of 
Columbia."  was  read  the  third  time :  and  aa  the 
question  tnat  the  said  bill  do  pass,  it  was  resolved 
in  the  affirmative — yeas  52,  nays  45,  as  follows: 

YsA* — Evan  Alexander,  Willis  Alston,  jnnior,  John 
Archer,  Dkvid  Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  Silas  Betton, 
William  W.  Bibb,  Bamabaa  Bidwell,  Thomaa  Blount, 
James  M.  Broom,  JoMph  Clay,  Frederick  Conrad, 
WilUam  Ely,  William  Fiudley,  John  Fowlei,  Charlee 
Otddiborough,  Aikdrew  Gregg,  laaiah  L.  Green,  Seth 
Hastings,  William  Helma,  James  KeUy,  John  Lambert, 
Edward  Uoyd,  Duncan  MacFarland,  Robert  Marion, 
William  MeCreery,  David  Hetiwethar,  Thomas  Moore, 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Gurdon  S.  Mnmfbrd, 
Jeremiah  Nelson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  Jun.,  John  Porter, 
John  Paghi  JooA  Richsi^  Thomaa  Sammoni,  John 
Hmilie,  Ridiard  Staotbrd,  William  Steilman,  Samuel 
Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tenney,  Tho- 
maa W.  TbonpMin,  John  Wbitehill,  and  EliphsUt 
Wickea. 

Niva-^Burwell  BanatI,  George  M.  Qedin^r,  Pha- 
nnel  Bishop,  John  Blake,  JDniaT,'Robert  Brown,  John 
Boyte,  William  A.  Bniwrtl,  John  Chundler,  Martin 
Chittenden,  John  Giaibome,  Matthew  Clay,  Orchard 


O.  Jackson,  Walter  Jouee,  Thomaa  Kenan,  Nehemiah 
Knight,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Matthew  Lyon,  Patrick  Ma- 
gruder,  Jm^  Maatera,  Gideon  CMin,  Joiiab  Qniney, 
John  Randolph,' John  Rhea  of  Tenneaaei,  lliomaa 
Bandfbrd,  Ebenetei  8et**r,  Jaa.  Sloan,  I^ennii  Smelt, 
John  Smith,  eamnel  Smitt^  UtiTni0r,KilUanK.  Van 
RenaaaUer,  Jos*idi  B.  Varnnm,  Matfliaw  Walton, 
Robert  WhitehiU,  David  H.  Williuna,  Alezandar  Wit 
■on,  RkAaird  Winn,  and-Joaaph  WiaatiM. 

WBDNEenAT,  February  11.  ' 

The  billseot  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 

to  punish  frauda  committed  on  the  Bank  of  the 

United  Statei,"  was  read  twice,  and  eommilied 

to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  le-inorrow, 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  abill,  entiQed  'An 


The  bill  wnt  from  the  Beoate,  entitled  "An  act 
reflating  the  grants.of  land  in  the  Territory  of 
Michigan,"  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to;  the 
Committee  an  the  Public  Lands 

Mr.  Jackson,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  committed,  yesterday,  the  Hmendmente  pro- 
posed by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  extend  the  power  of  granting  writs  of  iojuoc- 
lioos  to  the  Judges  of  the  District  Courts  of  tlie 
United  States,  reported  their  aereeraent  to  the 
first,  and  tbeir  disagreemeiit  to  the  second  of  the 
said  amendments.  The  House  proceeded  to  con- 
sider ibesaid  amendments  of  the  Seoaie,  and  the 
report  of  the  select  committee  thereon :  .  Where- 
apoit 
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ImpoHation  of  ^aees— Indiana  T^rntary. 


fR. 


aetolved.  T 
BeDale  ia  ineii 


On  moiiou  of  Mr.  Cbandlbb. 

Ordetvi.  That  the  MesM^  of  the  Preaideot  of 

the  (Jailed  Slates,  of  the  17ib  of  April,  1806, 

traDsmittiag  a  treaty  of  the  Ultiicd  Slates  of 

America,  and  the  Cherokee  tribe  of  IndisDi,  to- 

gather  nith  the  said   treaty,  be  referred  to  the 
□mmittee  of  Ways  nod  Means. 

IMPORTATION  OF  SLAVES. 
Tfae  Hon«eaniDre>oIved  itself  into  aComiDil- 
tee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  seat  from  the  Sea- 
tte,  eDtiiled ''An  act  to  prohibit  the.importailoD 
of  ilaret  inio  an;  port  or  place  within  ihejuria- 
diction  of  the  Uoiled  States,  from  and  after  the 
Aral  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  oar  Lord,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight,"  to  which 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  was  committed 
OD  the  twentieth  ultimo,  the  amendatory  bill, 
which  originated  in  this  House,  to  prohibit  the 
impcriaiion  or  bringing  of  slares  into  the  United 
States,  or  ibe  Terrilaries  thereof,  after  the  Ihirly- 
first  dar  of  December  next;  and,  after  some  time 
■pent  therein,  the  bill  was  reported  with  sefcral 
amendroenls  thereto.  The  House  proceeded  to 
consider  the  said  amendments :  Whereupon,  an 
adjournment  being  called  for,  the  House  ad- 
journed. 

TugBBDAY,  February  12. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hoase 
of  RepreieD[aii*es  that  the  Senate  hare  passed  a 
bill,  entitled  "Ad  aei  to  prevent  settlements  being 
nade  on  lands  ceded  to  the  United  Slates,  until 
kothotized  by  law  ;"  also,  a  bill,  entitled  "Ao  act 
to  regnlate  the  summoning  of  grand  juion ;"  to 
which  bills  they  desire  the  coacurrence  of  this 
HooM. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  transmitling  a  statement  of  the 
militia  of  the  United  Slates,  according  to  the 
latesi  return*  received  by  the  Department  of 
War.  The  said  Message  wu  read,  and,  together 
with  the  returns  tngisiiiitted  therewith,  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

Hr.  JiRuiitH  MoRBOW  presented  to  the  House 
a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  State  of 
Ohio,  which  was  received  and  read,«iatfng  thai 
errort  have  been  eommitt'ed  to  the  injury  of  the 
petitioners,  in  survering  the  lauds  pnrcbaeed  by 
them  of  the  United  Stales,  and  praying  that  Con- 
gress wiU  direct  the  Surveyor  Genei&l  to  cause 
the  same  to  be  reiurreyed,  and  the  errors  in  Ae 
original  surveys  to  be  corrected. — Referred  to  the 
Ctmmittee  on  the  PubKc  Lands. 

Ur.  BoTLB,  from  the  Comraitlee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  cMnmitted,  yesterday,  the 
)mI1  aent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  aot  regu- 
lating thegrants  of  land  in  the  Territory  of  Mich- 
igan," reported  to  the  House  their  agreement  to 
the  same:  '  Whereupon,  the  bill  and  report  Were 
eommitted  lo  a  Committee  of  tlie  whole  House 
lo-morrow, 

Hr.  B.,  also,  from  the  same  commiliee,  pre- 
sented a  liill  authorizing  patent*  to  isaae  for  Ittnds 
Bth  CoH.  Sd  Sbes.— 16 


located  and  surveyed  by  virtue  of  certain  Virginia 
resolution  warrants;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Sat- 
urday next. 

Mr.  JoBGFH  Ci.*Y,  from  the  joint  committee 
appointed  by  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  to  exe- 
cute ihe  proTuions  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act 
making  a  further  appropriation  for  the  support 
of  a  Library,"  passed  the  twenty-fifth  of  Febru- 
ary, one  thousand  eig' '  *  ■  ■  -  -  ■  ^-  -  - . .  _ 
report ;  irtiich  was  re 
table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bialt, 

Retolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire  into  the  expediency  of  altering  tlie  term* of 
tne  Supreme  Court  of  (he  United  Stales. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Mr.  Eablv, 
Mr.  BovLE,  Mr.  Qoldbbobouoh,  Mr.  GBBao,and 

Mr.  Bl  DWELL. 

Another  Message  was  received  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  traosmittiog  the  laws 
adopted  by  the  government  and  judges  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Michisno,  from  the  first  day  of  July.one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  six,  to  the  first  day 
of  January  of  the  present  year.  The  said  Mes- 
sage was  read,  and,  coffeiher  with  the  laws  trans- 
mitted therewith,  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the 
committee  appointed,' on  the  eighth  ultimo,  on  a 
Messase  from  the  President  of  the  United  States^ 
tran'smiitiDg  a  copy  of  the  laws  of  the  Territory 
of  Michigan. 

INDIANA  TERMTORT. 

Mr.  Pabeg.  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  letter  of  William  Henry  Harruon, 
Governor  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  enclosing  cer- 
tain resolutions  of  the  Legislative  Council  and 
House  of  Repreaeniatives  of  the  said  Territory, 
made  the  following  report : 

'Hurttbe  reeirintioBi  of  the  LefidatiTe  Coandl  and 
Hoaie  of  Bepreeantati***  of  the  IndiuiB  Temtorj  re- 
late lo  a  impenHon,  for  the  term  of  ten  jears,  of  Ae 
sixth  article  of  compact  betveeo  the  United  States  and 
the  Territories  Nortbweat  of  the  lirer  Ohio,  paned  the 
lath  July,  1787.  That  article  declaiei  •' there  shaU  be 
neither  slaTscj  nor  tavolnntaiy  serritnde  in  the  said 
Teniloij.". 

The  uii^naian  of  the  said  article  would  operate  an 
immediate  and  essential  benefit  to  the  Territoir,  as 
emigration  lo  it  wijl  be  inconsiderable  for  many  years, 
except  fiuD  IhoM. States  where  slavery  is  toleralsd; 
and  although  it  is  not  cooaidered  expedient  lo  fbice  the 
popnlation  of  the  Territory,  yet  it  is  deuiable  to  con- 
BBCt  its  scsttBred  utilemenis,  and,  in  regard  to  politi- 
cal rights,  to  place  it  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  dif> 
fbrent  States.  From  the  interior  situation  of  the  Tei^ 
litory,  il  ia  not  bebeTed  that  slave*  would  ever  beeoms 
*D  numeeoDB  a*  to  endanger  the  inlemal  peaoe  or  fa- 
tore  pnMperity  of  the  coontry.  The  eunent  of  emigra- 
tien  floning  to  the  Wertem  countnr,  the  Territories 
ought  all  lo  be  epeoed  ie  their  intiodoction.  The  ab- 
stract question  of  liberty  and  ilavery  is  not  involved  in 
the  proposed  measure,  as  slavery  now  exists  to  a  emt- 
siderable  extant  ia  diflerent  parts  of  the  Union ;  it 
would  itot  augment  the  number  of  slaves,  but  merely 
antboriM  the  removal  lo  Indian*  of  such  as  are  held  in 
bondage  in  Ihe  Uoited  Blales.  If  slavery  is  an  evil, 
means  ought  to  be  devised  to  render  it  least  dangerons 


dbyGoo^le 


483 


mSTORT  OF  CONaEESS. 


484 


H.  opR 


Inportatum  of  iSIavM. 


FsaRDiiiT,  1807. 


to  the  communis,  And  b;  which  the  hopelui  ■itnadon 
of  the  iUtcs  would  be  moit  amelionited  ;  uid  to  ic- 
compUth  ttlMe  objecU,  no  mcasare  woald  b«  ki  eRgct- 
hkI  M  the  one  propowd.  The  commiUee,  therefore, 
TMpMtfillly  sabmit  to  the  Home  the  foUotring:  leHdii- 
tlon: 

Setoittd,  Thtt  h  it  eipadaent  tonupend,  liniii  uid 
after  the  lit  da;  of  Jannaij,  180B,  the  auth  article  of 
ewnpact  betneen  the  United  Btatat  and  tiM  T«nileries 
Mid  Slataa  Notthwert  of  the  mer  Ohio,  puwad  the 
19th  da;  of  Julj,  1 787,  for  the  tenn  of  ten  yean. 

Referred  to  the  consideratioa  of  the  Commit- 
lee  of  the  Wboie  on  Monday  next 

IMPORTATION  OF  SLAVBB. 
The  Hou&e  resumed  tbe  consideration  of  the 
unendmenis  reported  by  the  Connniltee  of  the 
whole  Uoiue,  yesterday,  to  the  bill  letu  from  fhe 
Senile,  eo titled  "An  act  to  prohibit  the  importa- 
tion oi^  iilaves  into  any  .port  or  place  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,'  from  and  afier 
Ifae  first  day  of  Jauuary,  in  ihe  vear  of  our  Lord, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eigbl :"  Where- 
upon, the  first,  secood,  and  third  amendnrents  to 
the  said  bill,  being  again  read,  were,  upon  the 
question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  fourth  amendment  reported  by  ihe  Com- 
mittee of  Ihe  Wbole  House  to  the  said  bill,  be- 
ing again  read"  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

Bto.  6,  hnea  thirteen,  fbarteen,  and  fiA««n,  after  the 
word  "  guilty,"  itrike  out  the  word»  "  of  felony  ;  and 
being  thereof  convicted  before  any  court  of  the  United 
BtalMhaTingjurijdiction  thereof;  shall  sulTer  death  ;" 
■nd  inaert,  "ofa  highmiideraeanori  and  being  thereof 
Mtincted  before  any  court  hsfing  eompetent  jorieilic- 
tion,  shall  suffer  impri*oninent  tor  not  more  'hf^  ten 
yewe,  nor  lesa  than  five  yean." 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Qeobob  W, 
Campbell,  to  amend  the  said  amendment,  by  ad- 
ding, to  the  end  thereof,  the  words,  "  and  fined  not 
ucecding  ten  thousand  dollara.  nor  ien  than  one 
tbootand  doUars ;"  and,  on  the  queation  theraapoo, 
it  was  resolred  in  the  affirmaiire. 

The  question  was  then  stated  that  the  Honse 
do  agree  with  the  Committee  of  the  Wholi 
their  said  amendment,  ts  amended,  on  which  a 
division  of  the  said  question  was  called  for;  and 
tbe  question,  that  the  House  do  agree  with  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  in  so  much  of 
their  said  amendraent  as  proposed  to  strike 
the  words  before  recited,  to  wit;  "of  felony  j  and 
being  thereof  eonricu-d  before  any  court  of  the 
United  Slates  having  jurisdiction  thereof,  shall 
inffer  death;" 

Messrs.  SHiLiaand  SLoait  oppMed,  and  Messrs. 
^L  "  ftod  Kbllt  supported,  the  striking  out. 
7w_r«a*  and  nay  a  were  taken,   and  were— 
yeu  67,  aay«4S,  u  Mows: 

Taia— WiflJa  AMon,  jr.,  Jdin  Archer,  Joseph  Bar- 
ker, BnrweU  Bavett,  Silas  Betton,  WiUiam  W.  Bibb, 
Bamabaa  Bidwell,  John  Boyle,  WiUiam  A.  BnrweU, 
Oeorge  W.  OmtpbeU,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Olai- 
bome,  Joeeph  Clay,  Mal4iew  Clay,  George  Chnlon,  jr., 
Etra  Darby,  John  DaWaon,  Peter  Eaih,  James  EUiot, 
Caleb  Ellis,  EbeneMr  Bhner,  Jamee  Fiek,  James  M. 
Garaatt,  Charles  Gstdsborough,  Edwin  Gray,  Isaiah 
L.  OieM,  John  HamittoB,  Jas.  HoBBud,  OaTid'Hofaaea, 


John  G.  Jackson,  Walter  Joaea,  James  Kellyi  Thomas 
Kensn,  John  Lambert,  Heniy  W.  Un^ston,  Edward 
Lloyd,  Matthew  Lyon,  Duncan  McFariand,  BpbeK 
Marion,  William  MeCreery,  David  Moiwether,  Thomas 
Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Thomaa  Newton,  jr.,  Timi- 


planck,  Robert  Whitehill,  Ehphalet  Wk^ea,  Ridwrd 
Wuui,  and  Jos^h  Winston, 

Nats— iMan  AnderMia,  David  Bard,  Gtiocge  M. 
Bedinger,  iohn  Blake,  jr.,  Thomas  Blonnt,  Robert 
Brown,  Jcdm  Chandler,  Frederi<^  Conrad,  Leonard 
Covington,  Richard  Cutis,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John 
Davenport,  jr.,  William  Ely,  John  W.  Eppe^  William 
Findley,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Andrew  Gregg,  Bilae 
Halsey,  Setk  Hastings,  William  Helms,  David  Rough, 
Nehemiah  Knight,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Jodah  Masten, 
John  Moirew,  Jonathan  O.  Moaety,  Jeremiah  Nelson, 
Gideon  Olin,  John  Porter,  John  Pugh,  Thos.  M.  Ran- 
dolph, John  Rea  of  Penttsylvania,  John  RosseU,  Pet« 
Bailly,  Thomas  Sammona,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Jamea 
Sloan,  John  Bmilie,  Benj.  Tallmsdge,  David  Thorny 
Thomu  W.  Thompson,  Joeeph  B.  Vamnm,  Pdag 
Wadaworth,  John  Whitehill,  David  R.  WiUiama,  Na- 
than Williama,  Aleiaader  Wilson,  and  Thos.  Wynos. 

And  then  ihequestioo  was  taken  tbai  the  Honae 
do  agree  wiih  tbe  Committee  of  the  Whole,  in  so 
niucn  of  tbeir  said  amendment,  as  amended,  as 
proposes  to  insert,  in  lien  of  toe'  words  atrieken 
out,  the  words,  "  of  a  bigb  miedemeanor ;  and  be- 
ing thereof  coDvicted  before  any  court  hariiif 
competent  juriadieiion,  shall  suBer  imprisonment 
for  not  more  than  ten  years,  or  less  than  fi*e  yean, 
and  lined  not  exceeding  ten  thousand  dollars,  doc 
less  than  one  thousand  dollars." 

Oo  inferiLDi;  the  foregoiDf[  provision,  Mr.  J. 
Rarddlfh  spoke  in  opposition,  on  the  ^otind 
that  such  an  ezceaaiTe  penalty  could  not,  in  aaeh 
caae,  be  consiituiJonally  imposed  by  &  Oorera- 
ment  possessed  of  the  limited  powers  of  the  G)or- 
eramentof  the  United  Stales. 

The  qoeatioo  was  then  put,  and  carried  withoat 
a  division. 

The  fifth  amendment  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Wbole,  to  amend  tbe  eighth  a«ctii» 
of  the  bill,  by  inserimg,  after  the  word  "  color," 
in  the  fifth  line  thereof,  the  words,  "who  may 
hereafter  be  imported  contrary  to  tbe  proviaiODS 
of  this  act,"  beioK  again  read,  was,  upon  the  quea- 
tion being  put   tkereapoD,  disagreed  to  by  Um 

Another  molioa  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Eablt, 
further  to  amend  the  said  bill  by  adding  to  the 
eodof  the  eighth  section,  the  following  ptoTiso: 

"  Provided,  however,  thfet  nothing  in  Hub  aecdaa 
shall  ertend  to  prohibit  the  taking  on  board  or  traae- 
porting  any  negro,  molatto,  or  pamon  of  color,  (not  m- 
potted  conlrary  to  tbe  provisioiis  af  due  act,}  ia  say 
vesael  or  speeisa  of  enft  irttataver,  from  one  plaaa  to 
aimther,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  Sutea-" 

And  on  the  question  iherenpon,ii  lAs  resolrad 
in  the  affirmative. 

The  bUl  wa«  tken  funku  atnended  at  tbe  Ciaftea 
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Public  Debt — Importation  ef  Save$. 


H,  QF  R. 


uUe,  and,  logcther  witlv  lite  ameDdiDenU  agreed 
10,  cwderad  10  be  read  ue  tbird  time  to-oiorTov. 

Frid&t,  Febraity  13. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  Lnrormed  the  HaiU4 
tiiat  the  SeoBle  hare  paned  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  in  additioD  to  the  net  establisbiag  a  Mint,  and 
regiiUiiag  the  ooina  of  the  United  Staiei ;"  to 
vfiieh  they  desire  tbt  cooutirenee  of  this  Houm. 

Mr.  Eablt,  from  ibe  ComoiitiFe  of  Commerce 
and  Uanufactaret.  presented  a  bill  lUpplemeBts- 
ry  to  the  ocl,  entilled  "An  act  to  prohihji  the  im- 
portation of  certain  good  1,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise i"  which  was  referred  to  a  Commiltea  of  the 
Whole. 

[Tbi*  hill  specifiet  ceTlain  articles  whiob  ahall 
not  be  coasidered  a*  embraced  bv  the  provitioai 
of  tbe  original  not,  and  gi res  the  aeeiMary  of  the 
Treasary  and  Compttoiler  power  to  decide,  in 
ease  of  doubt,  whether  any  partiealar  article  is 
prohibited.] 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An 
net  to  prerept  settlements  being  made  on  lands 
ceded  to  the  United  States,  nniil  tnihorized  by 
law,"  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Public  Linds. 

The  bill,  sent  from'  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An 
net  to  regulate  thesammoning  of  grand  jurors," 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  tha  Whole  on  Monday  next, 

Mr.  HoLMBs,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  committed,  on  the  tenth  instant, 
the  bill,  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
lot  the  relief  of  John  Cheater,"  reported  to  the 
Honse  their  i^reement  to  the  same :  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  and  report  be  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morro^. 

The  Honse  resolred  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
tike  Whole  on  the  bill  to  extend  the  time  for  lo- 
cstiiu  Virginia  military  warraais,and  for  reium- 
JUg  the  BQr7eys  thereon  to  the  imce  of  the  Seo- 
letary  of  the  Department  of  War.  The  bill  was 
reported  with  MTeral  amendments  thereto;  which 
were  sererally  twice  lead,  and  agreed  lo  by  tbh 

Onitred,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Stephen 
Sayre.  The  bill  was  reported  withpnt  amend- 
ment, and  ordered  to  be  engroaeed.  and  read  the 
third  time  to-day. 

The  House  resol red. itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  respecting  teisares  made 
under  the  aathority  of  the  Uoiied  States,  and  for 
other  purpoeeo.  "Thebill  was  reported  without 
amendment,  and  ordered  to  be  eagroaaad,  and  read 
the  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled,. 
"An  act  establishing  circuit  courts,  and  abridging 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  district  couru  in  the  di>- 
trieis  of  Kentucky,  Teauessee,  and  Ohio."  The 
bill  WBB  lopoitad  with  scranl  aaeiidmMlB  ihtM- 


to ;  which  were  seTenUly  tvic 
to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 
PDBLIC  DEBT. 

Mr.  J.  RAMDOI.PB,  in, the  name  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  asked  leave  to  report  a 
bill  in  relation  to  the  public  debt,  being  an  addi- 
tion to  the  bill,  passed  at  the  present  sassloo,  snp- 
plemeotaiy  to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  making 
provision  for  the  redemption  of  (he  whole  of  the 
public  debt  of  the  United  Stales." 

Mr.  R.  observed  that  the  object  of  the  bill  was 
to  provide  for  ihe  c«se  of  a  refgsal  on  the  pan  of 
the  holders  of  three  per  cent,  stock  to  come  into 
the  loan  proposed  by  the  act  receotly  pasE«d.  Its 
object  was.  to  use  a  strong  phrase,  to  coerce  tbcm 
into  that  loan;  not,  however,  by  any  provisioni 
that  involved  the  least  breach  of  the  paVic  faith. 
Its  abject  was  to  make  provision  for  paying  off 
such  part  of  the  three  per  cent,  stock  as  should 
remain  nosubscribed  to  the  newloan  by  an  annuity 
of  four  per  centum.  Such  an  ODDuity  would  be 
worth  sonjelhing  a>oie  than  sixty-two  per  cent.  Of 
course,  as  the  new  loan  permitted  the  creditor  to 
lubicribe  at  the  rate  of  sixiy-Gve  per  cent.,  it 
would  become  obviously  his  interest  to  accept 
the  terms  of  the  loan. 

r.  R.  then  presented  the  bill,  which  was  xer 
fetred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Tuesday. 
IMPOBTATION  OF  SbAVBS. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  Seoale,  entitled  "Ad 
act  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  slaves  into  aaj 
port  or  place  within  tne  jurisdiction  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  Jann- 

,,  Id  the'year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eight,"  together  with  the  amend- 
ments agreed  to  yesterday,  were  read  the  third 
time ;  and,  on  the  question  that  the  same  do  pass, 
it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative — yeas  113,  nays 

Tsis — Evan  Alexander,  base  AndeisoQ,  John  At> 
<hm,  David  Ba/d,  liMifii  Bufcer,  Bnrwell  Banatt,  Geo. 


A.B 


[bW.O 


01aibome.J4Mq4kCI^,A 
jr.,  Frederick  Ooniod,  OnAard  Cook,  Lsonud  Coving' 
toa,  Richard  Cqtta,  Samuel  W.  Dsna,  Eva  Dorb;,  lofan 
Davenport,  iQn.,Elias Earie,PatAr Early,  James Elliet, 
Cs]ebEUi*,EbeneMr  Elmer,  Wm.  Ely,  Joba  W.  Epp«i, 
William  Fiodlej,  James  Fisk,  Chules  Goldsbaraugh, 
Fetanon  Ooodwyn,  Andrew  Oregg,  Isaiah  L.  Orsaa, 


llT.l ^  ,  

Lambert,  JoMpk  Lsins,  jnn.,  Henrj  W.  Lirinnlon, 
Edward  Uoji,  Matthew  Ljon,  Dnnesn  MscFsrtand, 
Patrick  Mograder,  Robert  Marion,  Josish  Masters,  Wil- 
liam McCreny,  David  Meriwether,  Nicholas  R.  Moors, 
Thoaas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Jon- 
T,  Gordon  8.  Hnmbrd,  Jeremiah  Nel- 
rewton,  jnn.,  Qidwm  Olin,  Timothy  PSt- 
km,  jnn.,  John  Port«r,  J«hn  Pngfa,  Jarioh  Quincy, 
JtAn  Baa  at  PanniTlvaBia,  Jota  Bhsa  of  Tea 
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Jacob  Biclurda,  John  Raodl,  Peter  Saill;,  Thomu 
Sunmoiu,  Thoinu  Sudfind,  Martin  G,  SchntleiDat], 
EbenaMi  Beaver,  Jbdws  BImd,  Dennii' Sqieh,  John 
Smllie,  John  Smith,  Sunnel  Smith,  Richard  Stanford, 
ioHfdi  Stanton,  William  Stedman,  Samuel  Taggait, 
Bepjamin  Tallmadge,  Sunael  Tenney,  David  Thomaa, 


Daniel  C.  Terplaiick,  Petegr  WadaworA,  Matdiew 
WalUm,  John  Whitdiill,  Robert  WhitehiU,  EliphaUt 
Wkkec  Nathan  WiUiaeu,  Alexandra  Wilwm,  R^aid 
Wimi,  Joeeph  Winalon,  and  Tlioma*  Wjnn*. 

Nits — Bilaa  Betton,  Martii)  Chittenden,  Jamei  M. 
Ganutt,  Abiaa  Trigg,  and  Darid  B.  Williama. 
NATIONAL  DEFENCE. 

Mr.  MmroRD  roie  to  offer  certain  resoluiiona, 
Vhich  he  begged  leave  to  intTadnce  after  a  few 
t«marks. 

Some  gen tl emeu,  said  Mr.  M.,  sajr  we  are  at 
peace.  Others  tell  us  it  will  be  time  la  prepare 
for  ynr  on  tbe  approach  of  danger.  Sucb  lao- 
Caage  ia  to  me  truly  surprising.  Look  at  (be  deso- 
bliiig  stale  of  Europe.  Whoxnows  hoirsooQihe 
temjiest  of  war  may  be  extended  to  this'couniry 
and  inrotre  ns  in  the  like  danger  and  calamity  1 
I  hope  we  shall  follow,  ia  my  opinion  it  is  our 
duly  to  follow  the  example  of  the  sages  and  patriots 
who  hare  gone  before  us  j  aud  who  bare  told  us 
ihat  ihe  method  of  avoiding  danger  and  war  ia  to 
be  always  prepared  in  time  of  peace. 

Will  ibts  Hoose  consent  to  see  the  master  kej 
of  OUT  eonntrv  in  the  haDCla  of  an  enemy?  It  la 
true  that  the  orave  and  independent  spirit  of  the 
nation  will  prevail  at  last,  but  infioiie  evil  would 
result  from  the  capture  of  New  York  by  an  enemy, 
in  point  orprivate  property,  revenue,and  the  efiec- 
toaluseof  the  national  force.  Gentlemen  whc 
complain  that  $200,000  is  asum  loo  small,  and  yet 
mpose  this  partial,  speciGc  appropriation  for  New 
York,  cannot  reconcile  their  ioconsisiency.  The 
channel  in  the  narrowest  place  is  but  1,400  yardi 
across.  Two  batteries  on  Monlalembert's  plan, 
together  with  Archibald  Robinson's  boom,  would, 
I  am  persuaded,  form  an  adequate  defence.  This 
might  be  done  for  less  ihan  9500,000.  A  gentti 
rtan  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  D.  R,  Williamb) 
has  told  the  House  ihat  Cbarletton  is  ten  thou-' 
•and  times  more  exposed  than  New  York.  This 
I  believe  is  a  mistake.  There  is  a  straight  broad, 
channel  from  the  sea  up  to  tbe  very  eiiy  of  New 
York,  andaship-of-the-linemay  at  any  time  come 
Dp  and  lay  her  broadside  before  us. 

I  am  no  lawyer,  and  cannot  therefore  point  out 
exactly  the  propriety  of  tbe  law  of  1794,  which  was 
cited  on  a  former  day  by  the  gentleman  from  Con- 
necticut, and  which  design  a  ten  ihe  eighteen  ports 
that  are  proper  to  be  fortified.  If,  however,  [he 
gentleman  will  specify  any  ports  in  Connecticut, 
which  are  in  need  of  fariification  like  New  York, 
1  am  very  ready  to  agree  to  an  appropriation  for 
that  purpose.  The  House  has  this  session  passed 
a  bill  for  the  defence  of  New  Orleans,  making 
ipecific  appropriations.  We  ask  for  like  meaanies 
udefence  for  the  aeenrity  of  New  York. 
Hr.  M.  then  proposed  the  following  tesotutioos: 
giMhrf,  TWaManntaicardiiv doUanbe 


appropriated,' to  enable  the  President  of  the  United 
States  more  efieetnaUy  lo  fintiiy  the  port  of  New  fork. 

Setohtd,  That  a  farther  snm,  not  exceeding 

dollars,  be  appropriated  to  enable  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  fiirtlPr  the  ports  of  Charieston,  Bonth 
Carolina  and  Norfolk. 

Saohed,  That,  in  addition  to  the  rami  bentafoie 

granted  b;  law,  a  fnrthcr  ram,  not  exceeding dol- 

lais,  be  appropiiated  to  enable  thaPrefidectoftlieUn^ 
ted  State*  to  fortify  sDoh  other  plaoes  aa  he  may  IhitA 
nduciTe  to  Ike  pttUk)  aecuii^. 

The  Speaker,  said  the  first  resolution  was  not 
in  order,  as  a  similar  resolution,  offered  by  a  gen* 
tieman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  YARnoM,)  was 

iw  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Vabncm  observed  that  tbe  resolutions  were 
different.  The  one  which  he  had  offered  proposed 
a 'Specific  sum,  9100,000— this  is  blank. 

The  SpBAEEBstill  thought  theieaolaiion  not  in 

Mr.  Varmuh  declared  that  he  had  np  wiah  to 
embarass  the  gentleman  Irom  New  York,  in  pro- 
curing competent  measures  for  the  defence  of  that 
city.    He  tnen  withdrew  his  resolution. 

On  motion  of  Mr  Muhfobd  the  House  proceeded 
lo  consider  the  resolutions — ayea  69. 

Mr.  MnMroBD  moved  that  they  be  referred  lo 
tbe  Cummitiee  of  the  Whole,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred Ihe  bill,  appropriating  9^0,000  for  ihe  repaii 
of  fortifications. 

Mr.  Dana.— I  know  not  that  I  have  much  ob- 
jection to  the  reference  proposed  by  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  (Mr.  MnHFOsn,)  but  if  the 
reaaluiions  are  ordered  to  tie  on  the  table  bis  poi^ 
pose  will  he  as  effecttmlly  answered  as  bv  the  re- 
IWeoce  proposed.  Some  observations,  nowever, 
which  have  fajlen  freia  the  gentleman,  seem  tif 
titled  to  notice. 

When  tbis  subject  was  before  tbe  House  on  a 
former  day,  1  look  the  liberty  of  referring  to  a  law 
passed  in  1794.  If  thegentlemanfrom  New  York 
has  never  read  that  law,  1  think  it  would  be  well 
for  him  to  look  at  it  before  he  undertakea  to  pro- 
pose to  this  House  measures  relative  to  the  forti- 
ficaiionorour  ports  and  harbors.  That  law  de- 
signatev  eighteen  or  twenty  ports  and  harb<»«  ia 
the  United  States  to  be  fortified,  but  makes  no  ap- 
propriation for  the  purpose. 

In  point  of  system  I  am  wholly  sppoued  lo  any 
partial  specific  appropriations.  Grant  the  money 
and  leave  (he  diatribution  of  it  to  the  Bxeeniive. 
He  has  belter  means  of  information  than  tbia 
House.  As  to  the  Sute  of  Connecticut,  lamnot 
weak  enough  to  attempt  what  the  gentleman  haa 
proposed  ass  task  for  me  to  perform.  I  conatdd 
the  effectnal  defence  of  New  York  aa  a  barrier  for 
Connecticut  1  oppose  the  specific  grant,  beeaose 
I  am  confident  it  la  not  adequate  to  the  object.  I 
appose  it  because  1  wish  extensive  and  permanent 
measures  lo  be  adopted  for  Ihe  protection  of  placet 
exposed  to  dangei;  and  because  I  am  nnwilliog 
to  see  a  great  system  frittered  down  by  tbitpeiiy 
competitioo  between  difierent  ports.  The  ^ntle- 
men  who  are  so  strenoou*  for  this  i^an,  if  they 
understand  thegeoeral  course  of  proceeding  mnit 
know  that  they  will  i&Mt  witk  conitanl  difficoltf 
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in  everf  ttage  of  the  bnsioeia.  The  gentlemen 
must  knov  that  tbef  will  never  succeed  in  any 
■uch  partial,  frivolans  attempt.  It  is  the  veiy  way 
to  make  the  project  of  deieoce  unpopular,  and 
goes  to  sacrifice  tbe  object  which  they  profess  to 
punue.  It  is  on  this  ground  that  I  oppose  tha  re- 
fereDce  of  this  resolution.  These  remarks  I  have 
thought  fit  10  make  in  reply  to  the  gratuitous  ob- 
■ervatioDs  of  (he  geatlemaD  from  New  York. 

Mr.  Mdmfomd.— To  sbow  that  we  have  acted 
on  the  idea  of  specific  appropriations,  I  will  read 
a  bill  which  ire  have  passed  in  this  House  this 
rery  session,  fbr  the  protection  of  New  Orleans. 

Mr.M.readthebiU. 

Mr.  Dan* — The  reply  to  what  has  been  read 
bjr  the  gentleman  from  New  Orleans,  is  very  ob- 
vious. New  Orleans  is  not  comprehended  in  the 
law  of  1794,  and  the  President,  therefore,  cOuld 
not  apply  moneys  appropriated  for  fortifying  the 
ports  and  harbors  of  the  Uoited  States,  to  the  for- 
tification of  New  Orleans,  'Arithoul  a  special  act 
for  this  parpose.    It  is  not  so  with  New  York. 

Mr,  Mastebb. — If  the  best  course  Is  to  leave  it 
to  the  Executive  to  distribute  an  appropriation 
amongtbe  several  ports  and  harbors,  we  did  wrong 
when  we  voted  a  specific  appropriaiion  for  New 
Orleans.  When  some  days  since  we  called  for  a 
general  appropriaiion,  we  were  told  to  apply  for 
a  specific  one.  Now,  when  we  call  for  a  specific 
appropriation,  we  are  told,  this  is  the  wrong  Way : 
We  ought  to  apply  for  a  general  one.  And  in  this 
way  we  are  lo  get  none  at  all.  For  my  part,  I 
am  in  favor  of  a  specific  grant,  not  because  1  have 
not  confidence  in  the  Bxecutive.  but  because  I 
think  it  the  moat  proper  and  the  best  way.  We 
are  then  more  sure  that  the  money  will  be  laid 
out  right. 

Mr.  Dana  moved  that  the  resolution  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  Bfeakbb,  after  consulting  the  rules  of  the 
House,  declared  that  the  question  of  commitment 
must  oe  first  put. 

Mr.  Eppeb  said  that  it  might  perhaps  be  proper 
to  grant  some  additional  sum  (or  the  defence  of 
N«w  York;  but  he  could  perceive  no  reason  for 
going  now  into  a  general  system  of  defence  when 
ao  such  meaiares  are  calfed  for,  except  by  New 
Yori. 

If  there  is  any  principle,  said  Mr.  C,  which 
ought  to  be  hooted  at  io  a  Republican  Government 
it  is  (he  very  princiole  laid  down  by  the  gentleman 
from  NewYork  (Mr.  MuiiroBD)  as  the  basis  of 
his  reasoning — that  to  preserve  peace  we  ought  to 
be  prejMred  for  war.  Sir,  it  is  this  very  principle 
which  ia  the  source  of  all  the  miseries  of  Europe. 
Until  17H  the  affairs  of  our  countrj^  went  on 
peaceably.  Then  this  destructive  principle  ex- 
tended itself  into  our  National  Councils.  Then 
ensued  the  long  train  of  armies,  navies,  fortifica- 
tions, with  all  their  concomitant  evils.  Sir,  tbia 
very  principle  has  cost  the  nation  more  than  fifty 
millions  of  dollars.  And  what  is  the  benefit? 
Has  it  ever  done  the  least  aoodi 

I  do  not  like  the  plan  or  the  gentleman.  It  is 
calculated,  as  the  geoilemaa  from  Connecticui 
(Mt.  Dam*)  has  truly  stated,  U  defeat  the  otgeet 


which  he  has  in  view.  Experience  shows  it.  I 
call  for  a  division  of  the  question,  as  I  will  agree 
to  vote  for  the  first  resolution,  but  I  am  against 
the  others. 

The  Speaker  observed  that  he  should  accord- 
ingly put  the  question  separately  upon  each  re»- 
olutioD. 

Mr.  CIdincy.— When  a  motion  was,  the  other 
day,  laid  on  the  table,  for  a  specific  appropriation 
of  a  hundred  thousand  dollars,  for  the  fotlification 
of  New  York,  with  the  hoaorable  gentleman  from 
Connecticut  (Mr.  Dana)  I  urged  some  objectiooa 
to  appropriations  of  that  desciription.  As  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  (Mt.  Momforo)  has  sug- 
gested that  there  is  some  iacoosisieocy  between 
those  objections  and  our  farmer  anxiety,  for  large 
appropriations  for  the  defence  of  the  commercial 
cities,  I  feel  compelled  to  make  some  observations 

I  the  subject. 

I  ackoDwIedgB,  sir,  that  when  that  motion  was 
made  in  this  House,  it  excited  in  me  some  sui- 
pri5e,aad  nolittie  suspicion.  Its  nature  and  origin 
were  natural  causes  of  both,  under  the  circum- 
stances with  which  they  were  attended.  What 
was  the  proposition  T  A  specific  appropriaiion  of 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  the  hatbor  of 
New  York.  And  from  whom  1  From  my  hon- 
orable colleague  (Mr.  Vahhdu.)  A  geotlemaa 
not  distinguished  for  his  zeal  in  favor  of  large 
general  appropriations,  and  who  has,  if  I  mistake 
no  I,  more  ittan'once  eipresaly  declared  his  disbelief 
in  the  piacticabitiiy  of  an  efficient  fortification  of 
this  particular  harbor  1  It  was  impossible  not  to 
apprebeBd,tbBtamotionof  this  nature,  originating 
in  riucb  a  quarter,  was  indicative  of  some  great 
change  in  the  views  of  the  prevailing  influence 
onthis floor.  Mycolleagne  is  a  distinguished  mem- 
ber of  this  House.  He  is  a  friend  and  intimate 
of  the  Secretary  of  War,  who  is  not  remarkable 
for  his  friendship  to  large  general  appropriations 
for  such  objects,  or  for  his  belief  in  the  practicabil- 
ity of  efficient  fortifications,  in  this  particular  har- 
bor. The  same  dispositions,  it  is  generally  under- 
stood, arc  entertained  in  a  quarter  where  my 
colleague  is  so  loved  and  honored;  that  he  has  in 
consequence  acquired  almost  an  official  character 
on  this  floor.  A  motion  of  sncb  a  nature  as  ihia, 
originating  with  a  gentleman  so  connected,  was  a 
natural  source  of  jealoosy  and  cariosity.  It  was 
impossible  not  to  ask — bow  happens  this  ?  What 
has  produced  such  a  sudden  and  great  chan^ 
from  twenty  thoasand  dollars  for  the  fortification 
of  all  the  porta  and  harbors  in  the  United  States, 
New  York  included,  lo  a  hundred  thousand  doUais 
for  thissingle  barbor  7  To  what  is  this  new  faith 
to  be  BtltibutedT  Is  it  instantaneous  r^eneration  ? 
or  is  it  progressive  illumination  1  I^the  former, 
who  has  worked  the  miracle?  What  has  purged 
the  visual  layl  If  tbe  latier,  why  have  we  not 
had  the  course  of  reasoning,  the  logical  illustration, 
by  which  this  great  truihlias  been  so  recently  dia- 
covered. 

I  have  since  had  something  that  looks  like  light 
thrown  npon  this  mystery.  Certain  things  ar« 
circulating  in  whispers,  which,  apparently,  may 
have  soma  relation  to  this  new  current,  which  haa 
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just  hfgua  to  set  on  tbra  floor.  I  would,  hovei 
not  be  uDiteTsiood  as  intimatiug  [hat  what  I  am 
now  going  to  slate  were  the  moiives  of  my  hon- 
oralile  colleague,  1  mean  only  to  regret  with  biro, 
diat  ibis  great  courersion,  which  bis  motion  indi- 
Gales,  has  bappeoed  at  a  taoment,  and  utider  eir- 
eDmstaaces,  so  unpropitioua  to  a  perfect  coufidence 
in  its  principle.  Sir,  it  has  been  stated  to  me.  in 
sncb  a  wav  that  I  caanot  but  believe  it,  that  this 
lubject  of  IbrtiGcations  has  become  a  great  party 

Soeslion  in  the  State  of  New  York— that  it  has 
een  seized  apou  and  wielded  by  the  different  po- 
litical  dirisioDt  of  that  Stale  as  an  engine  of  pop- 
ularity. It  has  also  been  intimated  to  me,  that  it 
is  absolutely  necessary  that  sonieibine  should  be 
effected  in  tbe  way  of  appropriations  for  that  city, 
to  enable  the  influences,  lately  there  preyaleot,  to 
maintain  their  past  ascendency.  And  it  is  certain, 
that  the  motion  of  my  honorable  colleague  was 
laid  upon  the  table,  1  think,  the  day  after,  but  at 
any  rate,  a  very  short  time  after  the  newB  bad  sr- 
rired  in  this  city,  of  certain  proceedings  which 
have  taken  place  at  Albany.  Without  attributing 
any  motives  to  my  colleague,  or  his  political 
friends,  he  will  give  me  leave  to  lament  with  him 
these  uDforlunate  circLitnstances,  which  have  at- 
tended his  mollon.  It  is  truly  lo  be  regretted  that 
such  a  memorable  conversion  to  the  true  faith  did 
not  happen  under  eircutusiaiices  which  could 
leave  no  doubt  as  to  the  spirituality  of  the  views  of 
the  converts;  instead  of  aappening  under  such  as 
j-ive  too  many  reasons  to  suspect  worldly  consid- 
erations. 
Anxious  as  I  am  for  large  and  honorable  appro- 

trialioDs  for  (he  defence  oftbe  seaboard  and  cities; 
clieving  as  I  do,  that  protection  is  their  right, 
Ud  our  duty,  and  that  it  is  entirety  within  our 
■Ibility ;  I  do  now,  unequivocally  and  without  any 
reslTve.  declare  my  ntier  dissent  to  their  scheme 
of  specific  appropriations,  for  individual  cities.  I 
warn  gentlemen  wbo  have  thereat  interests  of 
the  commercial  cities  at  heart,  against  ever  acce- 
ding to  them.  I  deem  such  a  system  a  Tirtnal 
abandonment  of  theii  rights,  and,  in  effect,  a  for- 
feiture of  all  their  ha[ies. 

Sir,  what  is  our  object?  Is  it  not  permanent, 
nbilantiat  defence,  adopted  on  the  principle  of 
the  importance  of  commercial  deposits,  began 
an  adequate  scale,  pursued  regularly,  and  ten 
natlng  with  nothing  short  of  such  protection 
the  nature  of  their  respective  positions  rend 
practicable  ? 

How  is  this  object  to  be  attained  ?  By  dividing 
oar  interests  and  by  submitting  to  become  solitary 
applicants  for  special  favors?  By  scrambling, 
each  according  to  its  strength,  af^er  spei:ific  ap- 
propriations 7  No,  sir.  But  as  all  other  great 
and  national  interests  are  pursued  and  obtained; 
by  combiniofc  all  those,  whose  piinciples  and  io- 
teresls  are  iimilar,  in  common  exertions  for  the 
attainment  of  the  common  object ;  by  suffering 


are  the  means  which  render  success  tbe  most  cer- 
taio,  aod  by  which  it  will  be  the  best  deserved. 

But  let  the  honorable  association  once  be  broken, 
let  the  principal  members  of  the  interest  be  exclu- 
sively served,  and  what  security  for  the  rest  ?  If 
with  all  her  zeal,  her  weight,  and  her. exertions, 
combined  with  ours,  we  have  as  yet  been  able  to 
effect  absolutely  nolning,  what  possible  hopes  can 
we  enteitain  of  success,  af^er  faer  ardour  snail  be 
blunted  by  specific  satisfaction  1  The  conseijuence 
of  abandonmgthesystem  of  general  appropriations 
is  undeniably  this — cities  are  reduced  from  a  great, 
powerful,  legitimate  influence,  arising  from  ifaeit 
national  importance  and  thegreatnessoftheircom' 
mon  interest,  to  the  humble  level  of  common  pe- 
titioners, courting  the  patronage  of  leading  mem- 
sod  licking  the  dust    before 


tions,  will  be  made  to. depend,  not  upon  the  wealth, 
the  numbers,  or  the  exposure  of  the  particular  city, 
but  upon  the  political  sect  there  prevalent;  and 

Grhaps  a  change  in  their  political  sentiments  will 
made  the  condition  on  which  defence  shall  be 
extended. 

Do  I  mean  to  deny  that  New  York  is  entitled 
to  the  first  atteniion,  and  to  the  larseal  ahare  of 
whatever  appropriation  may  be  made?  Certainly 
not.  The  question  of  apportionment  belongs  to 
the  Executive  discretion,  It  is  wisely  and  may 
safely  there  be  deposited.  Unquestionably  New 
York  has  ibe  greatest  claim  and  the  most  urgent. 
She  has  more  wealth,  nutnbers,  and  exposure,  than 
loy  other  city.  But  this  is  not  the  only  city 
which  has  wealth,  inhabitants,  or  exposure.  Nor 
is  she,  nor  ought  she  to  be  more  dear  to  as.  or  more 
covered  by  the  national  wing  than  any  other  city ; 
except  in  proportion  to  her  excess  in  each  of  those 


no  division  to  take  place  among  us;  by  establish- 
ing our  tights  on  solid  principles  and  maintaining 
them  SrmTy  ;  by  making  the  {rreatneai  of  the  in- 
terest understood  by  the  people  ;  by  being  intel- 
ligently zealous,  coastitotionatly  urgent.    These 


specific  appropriation,  withdraw  herself 

}maon  interest,  as  if  tbe  right  was  exclus' 

not  in  proportion  to  her  share  in  that  intrresi  i 

But  the  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Mcw- 

ihd)  says  "  we  will  vote  for  you,  if  you  will  vote 

for  us."    And  yet,  at  the  very  moment,  he  ktiows, 

that  the  same  gentleman  who  would,  in  that  case, 

join  us,  in  voting  for  New  York,  would  abapdon 

us^  in  the  very  vote  for  every  other  city.    As  an 

evidence  of  which,  he  had  scareelv  sat  down. 

when  tbe  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Eppse,) 

who  is  one  oftbe  new  converts,  told  us  expressly, 

that  although  he  was  willing  to  give  something 

forNew  York,  he  would  not  vote  an  appiopriation 

for  any  other  city. 

Sir,  if  the  proposed  appropriation  wasadeqnate 
to  tbe  entire  fortification  of  the  harbor  of  New 
York,  there  would  be  some  apology  for  its  repre- 


ting  what  thev  could  under  a  temporarv  influence. 
But  is  a  hunared  thousand  dollars  all  that  (hey 
want  1  Will  they  be  satisfied  with  that  ?  They 
know  thev  will  not.  But  if  tbe  gentleman  from 
New  York  are  content,  I  am  free  to  declare,  that 
I  am  not  As  a  citizen  of  these  tJnited  States,  as 
one  of  the  refiresentatives  of  this  cation,  bavinjg, 
in  common  with  every  other  citizen,  a  deep  alabe 
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y  country,  I  do  proiesl  agaiost  all  for- 
uucauuas  for tbatharbot eommeaced  upoDahun- 
dred  ibousand  dollars  scale,  and  limited  ia  exteni 
by  that  expendiiare.  That  city  deserves,  and  has 
■  rjfhl  to  many  limes  ooa  hundred  thousand  dol- 
hia,  for  sQcb  ao  object.  And  ih«  time  is  notdii- 
tant,  as  I  believe,  wbea,  in  the  regular  course  of 
general  appropriations,  ia  eomnioa  with  otber 
comoiercial  cities,  she  might  obtain  ibe  requisite 
sums.  But  th^  it  cau  only  happen  upoa  the 
principle  of  her  aotabaDdoaiog  tbecominon  inter- 
est, and  disdaiuiDgtoaccept  any  suw  upon  a  system 
which  has  only  tne  accommodation  of  a  particu- 
lar and  8  temporary  iuAueuce  for  its  basis.  At 
any  rate,  let  ibe  gentlemen  from  New  York  re- 
member— if  tbey  get  a  hundred  thousand  dollars 
upoD  the  principle  of  specific  appropriation,  they 
will  nev.er  get  anything  mote.  Tbe  mouths  of 
the  advocates  nf  that  city  are  closed.  They  have 
admitted  the  principle  of  individual  application 
and  supply,  and  ibey  must  abide  by  the  conse- 
quences. Until  'every  other  city  in  the  United 
SUiles  has  bad  a  proportion  ate- advance,  with  what 
facaoao  New  York  pretend  to  anything  addition- 
al 1  And  if  a,  vote  cui  be  obtained  to  leave  other 
cities  without  future  appropriations,  New  York 
can  lay  no  claim  to  any  additional  assislance.' 

If  Ihe  commercial  cities  are  ever  protected,  it 
can  only  be  by  their  adherence  to  each  otber;  their 
claim  for  protection,  ona  comman  principle,  sup- 
ported by  their  united  interest,  and  by  the  natural 
and  just  weight  which  tbeir  WMltb,  enlerpnse, 
and  numbers,  always  ought  to  command  iU  this 
nation. 

Hr.  Vabmdh>-~Ii  is  verv  easy  for  gentlemen  lo 
make  false  statements  of  facts  to  this  House  and 
that  lo  draw  their  own  inferences. 

.  According  to  the  best  of  my  recollection  (and 
if  I  am  mistaken  I  Wish  to  be  corrected)  I  bave 


n  heretofore  appropriated. for  ibis  purpose,  but 
Epresaed  no  opini  -  -     """ 

Urge  enough  to  put  N 
of  defence.  The  House  had  previously  decided 
OD  that  eubjeci,  and  1  therefore  stijidioufily  avoided 
that  question.  And  my  colleague  (Mr.  Ooincy) 
knows  it.    I  said  it  would  be  m  my  opinion  im- 

Siactieable  to  fortify  New  York  wiinst  ■  large 
eet,  hnl  i  maintained  tbe  practicability  of  forti- 
fying it  against  marauders  and  picaroons,  and  1 
declared  myself  willing  to  go  as  far  aa  was  ne- 
eeseary  to  secure  that  object. 

As,  to  the  jealousy  of  my  .colleague  that  some 
{KOce'edings  at  Albany  might  have  influenced  me 
m  bringing  forward  my  resoluiioo,  I  roustsuppose 
it  altogether  an  imagination  of  his  own  mind. 
What  secret  information  hemay  have  had,  I  know 
not;  but  for  myself,  I  declare  I  heard  nothing  of 
any  pn^ceediaga  at  Albany  till  the  day  after. 

lam  willing  that  my  colleague  should  entertain 
all  the  suspicion  that  he  chooses  concerning  my 
eharaeter  oi  conduct.  It  is  not  in  bis  power  to 
d^rade  me  from  the  standing  which  I  hold  in 
soeiety.    1  was  risking  my  life  aad  apending  my 


[iroperty  in  defence  of  my  country,  when  my  col- 
eague  was  rocking  in  his  cradle.  I  have  always 
been  and  shall  continue  lo  be  willing  lo  vote  what- 
ever suqas  I  think  necessary  for  the  defence  of  the 
country.  I  shall  say  nuthing  of  my  services  or  of 
those  of  my  colleague,  and  I  am  perfectly  willing 
th^l  be  should  indulge  any  suapiciniis  in  regard 
to  my  motives,  as  they  will  neither  disturb  tbe 
tranquillity  of  my  mind  nor  alter  tbe  course  of  my 
conduct. 

Mr.  Q,uiNOT. — I  made  no  allusion  to  any  pai- 
ticnlar  speech  of  that  gentleman  (Mr.  Tabhch) 
but  only  stated  my  general  impressions  from  his 
language,  and  from  tbe  course  of  his  conduct  on 
this  floor.  I  said,  he  was  not  distinguished  for  his 
zeal  for  large  general  appropriations  for  the  com- 
mercial  cities,  and  that,  if  I  mistook  not,  he  had 
expressed  a  disbelief  in  the  practicability  of  aji 
efficient  defence  for  the  harbor  of  New  York.  If 
my  colleague  will  declare  that  he  has  been  zeal- 
ous for  such  appiopriaiions,  or  tbat  he  has  been  a 
uniform  believer  in  the  prae ti cab i lily  of  such  de- 
fence, 1  am  ready  to  retract  my  opinion. 

A*  to  lis  being  my  design  lo  degrade  my  col- 
league, iiothing  was  further  ftom  mv  intentions. 
1,  intimated  that  be  was  eminently  beloved  and 
honored  by  the  ]$zecutive  of  tbe  United  Statet. 
Is  that  degradation  T 

Mr.  M&BTB8S.— The  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts, who  has  just  sal  down,  contended,  at  the 
last  session,  nnless  I  am  much  mistaken,  for  a 
specific  appropriation.  Now  he  is  against  ii.  If 
his  colleague  (Mr.  Vf  kkdh)  is  against  a  s^icciSe 
appropriatiaDj  he  seems  to  be  for  it.  If  his  col- 
league is  for  It,  be  is  tbeiefore,  afvrtwH,  against 
it.  The  gentleman  says  this  isagreat  party  qtiet- 
tionin  the  State  of  New  York.  He  is  mistaken  t 
all  parties  are  united  on  the  subject.  They  all 
wish  lo  see  New  York  well  fortified. 

The  question  being  taken  on  committing  tbe 
first  resolution,  which  relates  to  New  York  only, 

was  carried — yeas  63. 

Tbe  second  resolution,  relating  to  Charleston, 
South  Carolina,  and  Norfolk,  was  then  read. 

Mr.  D.  R.  WiLLiAtre. — I  do  hope,  as  a  Repre- 
seniative  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  that  this 
resolution  will  not  be  agreed  to.  If  any  measures 
are  now,  or  shonld  be  nereaftei  necessary  to  ttie 
eecarity  of  Charleston,  I  have  full  confidence  in 
th^  General  Qovernment.  I  believe  this  partial 
coarse  is  noi  calculated  to  operate  for  our  benefit. 
If  we  are  to  be  marked  out  as  objects  of  special 
favor,  I  fear  the  citizens  of  North  Carolina  and 
Georgia  will  not  so  readily  fly  to  our  assistance. 
I  wish  not  that, we  should  partake  of  the  odium 
that  will  be  excited  by  this  course.  It  tends  to 
endanger  our  safety  whenever  we  may  be  men- 
aced with  attack. 

Ur.  Daha  called  for  the  reading  of  the  law, 
passed  March  20,  1791,  entitled  "An  act  to  pro- 
vide for  the  defence  of  the  ports  and  harbors  oi  the 
United  Slates."  [This  law  was  read.  Itdesignatea 
twenty  principal  ports  in  tbe  United  States,  which 
'   directs  tbe  President  to  cause  to  be  fortiaed.] 

Mr.  Mabioh  observed  that  he  had,  on  a  former 
occasion,  staled  tbe  leasoaa  why  he  had  notcalleil 
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n  of  ihe  House  to  ihe  dcrenceless  ajt- 
natlod  of  Charleston.  The  gentlemati  from  New 
York  (Mr.  MuMroHD)  is  much  mislakea,  said 
Hr.  M.,  if  be  attributes  our  Bileoce  to  aa  inseasi- 
bility  to  our  deoger.  I  hope  that  Charlestoti  will 
not  oe  re^BiJed  as  a  cloak,  or  a  make-weiffhi,  to 
obtain  assistance  for  New  York.  I  voted  for  the 
first  resolution,  which  related  to  New  York,  but  I 
hope  this  resotutioa  will  not  ^e  referred. 

Mr.  MoHPOHD  wiibdiew  ibe  resolalioQ  relative 
to  Charleston. 

Mr.  Newton  observed  that  be  bad  not  been 
claiDorous  on  (he  subject  of  foriificaitoDs,  because 
tie  had  a  full  reliance  on  tbe  House.  He  was  sat' 
Ufied  that  whenever  the  subject  shoold  be  Gnally 
acted  upon,_the  place  from  which  he  came  (Nor- 
folk) would  Dot  be  postpoued  to  otber  places,  but 
all  would  be  provided  for  accordinfr  to  their  ne- 
cessities. '  The  large  sum  of  duties  which  has 
been  so  oftea  stated  to  be  collected  in  Ne^  York, 
is  paid,  not  merely  by  citizens  of  that  city,  or  that 
State.  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Con- 
necticut, Massachusetts,  and  some  other  States, 
comribute  largely  to  the  payment  of  duties  col- 
lected at  New  York.  AU  our  ports  and  harbors 
are  as  much  entitled  as  New  York  to  the  justice 
of  the  House. 

Tbe  third  resolution  was  re^d. 

Mr.J.RAnnoLFUiaqflired  if  a  motion  toamend 
the  resolution  were  in  order? 

The  Speaker  replied  that  it  was  not. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph.— Tbe  diction  is  defective. 

Mr.  SpEAKBS.— A  motion  to  meDd  is  not 
order  when  a  motion  to  commit  is  pending. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  hoped  the  resolution  would 
be  withdrawn.    Tbe  House  can  put  any  sum  (hat 
may  be  thought  proper  into  tbe  bill  relative 
the  sulnect  of  fortifications. 

Mr.  Marion  also  exptceaed  a  wish  that  the  n 
tion  would  be  withdrawn. 

After  some  couverRaiion  between  the  Speaker 
and  Mr.  J.  Randolpb,  whether  the  resolution 
conid  be  withdrawn  'without  leave,  as  the  House 
had  already  acted  on  two  resolution*  which  were 
part  of  the  original  motion— Mr.  MnuroBo  witb- 
drew  the  resolution. 

PUBLIC  BUILDmoS. 

Tbe  House  went  into  Commidee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  for  finishing  the  sooth  wing  of  the 
Capitol,  and  for  other  purposes. 

On  motion  of  Mr.LEwte,  the  first  blankwasfilled 
with  925,000,  which  sum  is  to  be  ap^ied  towards 
flnisbing'the  south  wing  of  the  CapitoL 

The  next  blank  was  in  (ba(  part  of  the  bill  which 
makes  an  aporepriatioa  to  furnish  the  Represent- 
ative Chamber  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  Lewis  mored  to  fill  the  blankwith  $20,000. 
On  this  motian  considerable  debate  arose. 

Mr.  Jackbon,  of  Virginia,  wished  to  know  why 
so  large  a  sum  was  proposed. 

Mr.  Qbbob,  of  Pennsylvania,  asked,  if  the  whole 
turn  would  be  wanted  the  present  yearl  The  Le- 
gislature had  been  there  seven  years,  and  there 
aeemcd  little  or  no  likelihood  that  the  Capitol 


would  be  finished  and  reedy  for  their  use  in  seven 
yean  more.     While  one  part  is  building  another 

f;rows  out  of  repair.  It  had  been  said,  and  he  be- 
ieved  with  truth,  (bat  there  was  danger  of  the 
walls  tumbling  down. 

Mr.  Van  Cobtlandt,  of  New  York,— I  am 
surprised,  on  my  word.  Oentlemen  ask  whjr 
money  is  wanted.  If  no  money  is  granted,  the 
Capitol  will  not  be  finished  in  seventy  times  savea 
years.  Why,  want  of  money-is  the  very  reason 
It  has  not  been  finished  before. 

Mr.  Lewis,  who  was  the  chairman  of  the  select 
committee  that  reported  the  bill,  said  he  was  no 
architect,  and  conid  not  determine  the  expense  of 
building  in  Washington.  Tbe  select  commitiM 
had  agreed  to  the  sums  which  had  been  moved, 
because  ihey  were  staled  to  be  necessary  by  the 
Superintendent  of  the  public  works,  Mr.  Latrobe. 
Mr.  L.  said,  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
(Mr.  Qreoo)  bad  assigned  a  satisfactory  reason 
for  agreeihfftothe  sum  recommended  by  the  com- 
mittee, that,  if  they  were  not  granted  and  repairs 
made,  the  walls  would  tumble  down. 

Mr.  Jackson  was  unable  to  conceive  how  twen- 
ty thousand  dollars  could  be  wanted  to  furnish 
one  room.  If  the  sum  is  agreed  to,  the  superin- 
tendent would  think  himself  obliged  (o  procure 
gilded  chairs  and  plated  taUes.  Mr.  J.  was  in 
favor  of  economy,  not  of  (he  economy  of  tbe  last 
eight  or  ten  years  but  that  of  old  times.  Then 
twenty  thousand  dollars  would  have  been  thought 
sufficient  both  (o  build  and  fuinish  a  house. 

Mr.  FinDLET,  of  Pennsylvania,  expressed  hii 
opiiion  ia  favor  of  the  motion. 

Mr.  Mastebs,  of  New  York,  observed,  that  they 
had  been  told,  formerly,  that  twenty  thousand 
dollars  was  enough  for  all  the  fortifications  in  the 
United  Slates,  ^a  loud  laugh  i]  now.  this  sum  is 
proposed  to  furnish  us  with  tallies  ana  chairs.  He 
thought  it  was  not  a  good  coutnsl. 

The  question  on  agreeing  to  twenty  thousand 
dollars  was  lost— ayes  36,  noes  61. 

Mr.  jACKBorrproposed  ten  thousand  doUars. 

Mr.  D.  R.  WiLLiAUB  proposed  five  thotuand 
doHars. 

Mr.  Cook  was  glad  the  same  sum  which  had 
been  proposed  for  fortifications,  was  not  agreed  to 
for  furnishing  a  sinffte  room,  on  aeeoant  of  tbe 
nameof  the  thing.  He  proposed  eighteen  thousand 
dollars.    The  motion  was  negatived — ayes  41, 

Mr.  Macok  (the  Speaker)  said,  he  lived  in  a 
country  where  they  had  no  such  expensive  fur- 
niture, but,  judging  from  tbe  size  of  the  room,  and 
tbe  length  of  time  in  which  the  House  had  been 
building  [a  laugh,]  he  iomgined  the  sum  first 
proposed  would  noi  be  too  large.  More  than  twen- 
ty thousand  dollars,  he  believed,  had  been  granted 
for  furnishing  the  President's  bouse.  He  hoped 
they  would  not  spoil  the  room  for  want  of  one  or 
two  thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  Lewis  obKrved)-that  he  bad  no  parlicnlar 
concern  in  this  subject.  Perhajis  he  should  never 
have  again  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  Ihe  House,  and 
if  he  did  he  should,  he  believed,  be  as  willing  U 
•it  on  a  stool  as  other  gentlemen.    But  the  pres- 
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SDt  furoirare  wonld  not  snit  the  new  Chamber  in 
tfae  souib  wiDg.  There  wen  also  WTeTal  commit- 
tee rooms  to  be  farnuhed.  The  moaey  ww  tc 
b«  expeoded  under  tbe  direelioaof  the  Preaittcut; 
And,  from  his  koown  priDciplea  of  economy.  Mr. 
L.  trusted  thai,  however  Urge  a  sum  Bbould  be 
ffranted,  no  more  would  be  expanded  than  what 
vaa  necessary,  Jadgioe  from  (he  expense  of  this 
HoDse,  and  of  the  PreMdeul's,  he  thought  twenty 
thoDS4nd  dollars  would  not  be  loo  much  ;  bat  as 
the  House  had  nM;atiTed  that  sam,  he  propowd 
WTenleen  thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  JtcxsoK  thought  the  fnrniture  of  this  room 
might  suit  again.  If  ihe  tables  were  small,  there 
wonid  be  so-much  the  more  room.  Themembers 
now  felt  mnch  inconTenieocB  from  being  m  con- 
6aed  in  this  small  Chamber.  As  the  present  for- 
DilDre  was  good  for  Dolhinf;  else,  it  must,  anlesi 
used  by  the  House,  be  put  into  ■  bonfire.  Mr.  J. 
was  against  the  destruction  of  so  moch  property. 

Mr.  Smiuc,  of  PeonsylTRnia,  said  that,  when 
they  looked  back  to  .tbe  beginniog  of  things  there, 
(meaniog  the  locat-too  of  the  public  baildings  io 
Washington,)  ihey  would  find  eTeryihing  sacri- 
ficed to  accommodate  the  owners  of  tola.  The 
Capitol  was  placed  in  one  pari  of  the  city,  tlie 
Navy  yard  In  another,  and  the  President's  house 
in  anoiber.  The  Capitol  and  the  President's  house 
are  so  far  apart,  (the  distance  is  one  mile  and 
fire-eighihs,)  that  it  isrery  incoDrenieni.  Mr.  8. 
bad  been  against  the  bailaing  of  the  Capitol,  and 
thoiu^t  that  It  would  tie  mueh  better  to  lar  out 
two  hnndied  and  fiftr  tboiuand  dollars  in  building 
a -brick  bcHMo  near  tne  Preaideot's.  But  thcqoes- 
tioDOow  is,  whether  they  woaldgi reap  the  baild- 
mg,  or  vote  the  money.  -Mr.  8.  wa*  in  faror  of 
the  motion.  The  delay  could  not  be  owing  to 
want  of  money,  for  the  Hoom  had  always  given 
nil  that  had  been  asked. 

Tbe  question  on  a^eeing  to  serenteen  tboti' 
sand  doJlan,  was  carried — ayes  56,  noes  44. 

Thai  part  of  the  bill  which  proposes  to  <dter 
and  repair  the  east  si^e  of  the  north  wing,  was 
next  considered. 

Mr.  D.  R.  WiLLiAHB  taored  to  strike  out  the 
word  "alter."  Hewas  willing  to  repair  tbe  north 
wing,  but  to  alter  it  according  to  the  plan  of  the 
Superintendent  would  teqaire  a.  great  expense, 
witliout  an  adequate  benefit. 

Mr.  Ltom  would  agree  to  the  motion,  but  he 
feared,  if  it  weie  adopted,  they  would  never  get 
into  the  south  wing.  It  was  much  like  the  story 
of  tbe  carpenter's  boy,  who,  being  asked  where 
his  tnaster  was,  said  he  had  gone  to  look  fornno- 
ther  job.  Mr.  L.  was  nfraid,  if  the  motion  was 
agreed  tD,thecompletiugof  the  couth  wins  would 
K  delayed  until  the  Super inteodent  ban  fonod 
another  job. 

Mr.  D.  R.  WiLLiAKH  Mid,  be  made  thia  moiion 
to  try  tbe  principle,  whether  Ihe  Honae  would 
agree  to  the  alteiaiiona  contemplated  in  the  north 
wing.*    He  knew  but  one  reason  for  the  change. 

*  fat  the  criminal  plan  of  ttie  Capital,  no  toom  was 
pnnided  for  the  Coati  itf  the  Uaiiad  Slates.  The  So- 
peiintaiMlent  of  the  pnUio  bnitdin^  in  his  rqoit,  pro- 


II  wa«  lo  make -tilings  correspond  with  the  pariia- 
menlary  language.  When  a  bill  is  aeiit  down 
from  the  Senate  to  the  House  of  Reptesentaiirei, 
it  will,  if  the  alteration  takes  place,  really  descend, 
as  this  House  will  be  about  fifteen  feet  lower  than 
the  Senate.  Rather  ilian  incur  a  great  expense 
for  thia  object,  Mr.  W.  would  rather  alter  the  lan- 
guage and  say,  a  bill  is  sent  vp  lo  this  House  and 

The  motion  to  strike  out  the  word  "alter"  wa* 
agreed  to— ayes  77. 

Mr.  Jackbon  roored  to  strike  oot  the  words, 
"  east  side  of."  Then  the  repairs  would  extena 
to  the  whole  of  the  north  wing,  so  far  as  they 
might  be  necessary.  The  House,  he  said,  wascta- 
ay^  and,  if  assailed  by  a  rude  attack,  would  cer- 
taioly  be  demolished.    The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Lewis  said  that,  if  the  bill  had  been  per- 
mitted to  remain  as  it  was  reported,  he  intended 
10  move  to  fill  the  last  blank  with  fifty  thousand 
dollars,  but  as  the  Committee  had  deterniined 
that  there  should  be  no  alteration  in  the  north 
wins,  and  confined  the  appropriation  to  repairs, 
he  had  no  estimate  of  the  sum  with  which  it 
would  now  be  necessary  (o  fill  the  blank.  He 
must  go  by  guess.  He  had  understood  that  it 
would  cost  twenty  thousand  dollars  lo  put  a  roof 
on  the  north  wing,  which  was  mueh  wanted,  and 
some  other  repairs  were  necessary.  He  therefore 
moved  Eofill  the  blank  with  twenty-five  thousand 
dollar*. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  without  a  debate- 
ayes  62. 

Fifteen  ihoosand  dollars  were  then  proposed  for 
improvements  on  the  President's  house  and  lot, 
and  carried  without  a  division. 

The  bill,  aa  amended,  was  reported  to  the  Hou*& 
who  concurred  therein,  and  ordered  it  to  a  third 
reading  to-moirow. 

MoNDAT,  February  16, 

Mr.  Tabnum,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  presented  a  bill  to  alter 
and  eilablish  certain  post  roads,  and  for  other  pnt- 
posesj  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houre  to-morrow. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay, 

Ruolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
consider  the  propriety  of  explaining  the  operation 
of  the  several  acts  of  Congress  relative  to  the  Ma- 
rine corps,  and  to  the  M^itary  Peace  Establish- 
ment of  the  United  States,  so  far  as  the  same 
may  affect  tbe  Commandant  of  the  Marine  corpa; 
and  (hat  the  committee  baveleave  to  report  by  bill, 
or  otherwise. 

And  a  commiiiee  was  appointed,  of  Mr.  J. 
Clay,  Mr.  Walton,  and  Mr.  LiviNQaTON. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  extend  the  time  for  loeat- 


poaed  to  make  two  storiea  of  the  Senate  Chamber,  a^ 
appljIhennperoDetothenseoftheCoorta.  TheSwa- 
eta  are  to  be  acciHBBiodated  on  the  weM  side  of  the 
Boilh  wing,   bv  d^aoliriung  tbe  library,  i 
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Ing  Vjrgjaia  mJUttiTy  wanaBU,  and  for  returniD^ 
the  «DrveyB  thereon  to  Ihe  office  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Department  of  Wat,  yna  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Ad  eagrussed  bill  Teapecling  seizares  madi 
der  the  Buthoriij  of  the  United  Stales,  aod  for 
other  purposes,  was  read  the  third  titae,  and  passed. 
Aq  togrossed  bill  roakiDg  appro [inatioas  for 
fiDishiDg  the  south  wing  of  the  Capitol,  and  for 
other  parposes,  was  read  the  third  tiioe,  and 
passed. 

Od  motion  of  Mr.  Newton 
Resolved,  That  a  eomroiuee  be  appoJaCed  to 
inqaire  whether  any  sod,  if  aojr,  what  addition 
onsht  to  be  made  to  the  ezistiog  Ntrj  Peace  E»- 
tauisbmenti  and  that  the;  be  authorized  to  report 
by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

A  committee  was  appointed,  of  Mesars,  Newton, 
Broom,  MuuroRii,  Mariok,  and  Cook. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Benile,  entitled  "  Ad 
act  in  addition  (o  the  act  establiibing  a  Hint, 
and  regulating  the  coins  of  the  United  States," 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  MeMrs.  J.  Clat, 
QjiiNCT^nd  McGrsert. 

Mr.  J.KANnoLPB,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  presented  a  bill  malting  appropriatioDs 
for  Ihe  support  of  Government,  daring  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  aeTen;  which  was 
read  twiee^d  coinmitted  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  J.  Rahdolpb,  from  the  same  committee, 
who  were  ioxtructed  by  a  resolution  of  the  House, 
of  the  seventh  instant,  "  to  inquire  into  the  ezpfr^ 
dieBcy  of  retaiaing  a  greater  proportion  of  the 
duties  on  articles,  the  growth  or  manufaetDre  of 
foreign  countries,  which  may  be  re-«iparted," 
made  a  report  thereon ;  which  was  read  and  con- 
sidered ;    Whereapon, 

Jteiolved,  That  the  farther  cotnlderatioD  of  a 
resolution  of  (he  House  of  Representatires,  di- 
recting the  Commiitea  of  Ways  and  Means  **  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  retaining  a  greater 
proportion  of  the  duties  on  articles,  the  growth 
or  manufacture  of  foreigu  countries,  which  may 
he  re-eipoTted,"  be  postponed  indefinitely. 

Mr.  Lewis,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  twenty-seventh  ultimo,  presented  a  bill  for 
the  establishment  of  a  turnpike  company  iu  the 
county  of  Alexandria,  in  the  District  o/  Columbia ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
millee  of  the  Whole  on  Wednesday  next. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Basbbtt, 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  to  whom  was  committed,  on  the  seventh 
instant,  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  to  reduce  the  expenses  attending  the  ad- 
ministration of  josrioe  in  the  District  of  Colom- 
bia," be  discharged  from  ihe  Farther  consideratioD 
thereof;  and  that  the  same  be  committed  to  Mr. 
B>aaBTT,  Mr.  M&eRODUi,  Mr.  KbLlt,  Mr.  Vab- 
iiini,.aBd  Mr.  Blount. 

Ob  motion  of  Mr.  Bassbtt, 

Ordertd,    That  the  Committee  of  the  whole 

House  to  whom  was  eommittad,  on  the  tweaty- 

8c*flDih  ultimo,  the  bitl  suppl^tneatary  to  an  act, 

«ititled''Aiiaetjn«reeSta»uUyiopr*Tid«rorlhc  | 


organization  of  the  militia  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia," be  discharged  from  the  farther  coBsider- 
ation  thereofj  and  that  the  same  be  committed 
to  the  committee  last  appointed. 

CIRCUIT  COURTS. 

The  bill  seBt  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An 
act  establishing  circuit  courts  in  the  district  of 
Kentucky,  Tennessee,  and  Ohio,"  together  with 
the  amendments  agreed  to  on  the  thirteenth  in- 
stant, werereada  third  time:  WhereupoD,  Ihe  bill, 
with  amendmeots,  was  recommitted  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  this  dav. 

The  House,  accordingly,  resolved  itself  into  the 
said  .Committee  ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  there- 
in, the  bill  and  amendments  was  reported  wiihoat 
amendment  thereto. 

The  bill  was  then  read  tbe  third  time,  and  on 
the  question  that  the  same  do  pass  1  it  was  resolv- 
ed in  the  afiirmative — yeas  82,  nays  7,  as  follows; 

Tiis — Enn  Alsxanijer,  Willis  Alston,  jr.,  John 
Archer,  Da*id  Bird,  Joseph  Bsiber,  George  M.  Bad- 
i)igar,Tl>oniai  Blount,  James  M.  Broom,  Robert  Brown, 
SobJi  Bo;l«,  Williun  A.  Burwell,  George  W.  Cam^ 
belt,  John  Cbandlei,  John  ChiborDe,  Joseph  CIsy, 
Mstthen  CUt,  Leonird  Covington,  Riclurd  Cutis, 
Eus  Dsrby,  Jatm  Dsvenport,  jr.,  John  Dsmon,  BUas 
Earle,  Peter  Early,  Caleb  EUL),  John  W.  Eppes,  Wil- 
lism  Findtey,  James  Fisk,  John  Fowler,  Cherlea  Oatd» 
boiongh,  Petaram  Goodwjn,  Andrew  OregK,  tsaiah  L. 
Green,  Silas  Halsey,  8eth  Hssdafi,  William  Hdma, 
David   Holmes,  John  C     '-'- —    "^ " 


Jonah  Msatsis,  WiUiam  HeOreaiy,  Thomas  Mooia, 
JerMBiah  Monow,  Jeaathan  O.  Moasly,  ThMnaa  Now- 
too,  jr.,  GUdeon  OUn,  John  Pii|^,  Jo«ah  Qniaey,  John 
Bea  of  Peoncylvania,  John  Rhea  of  TenuMse,  Jacob 
Kiehardi^  Fetes  Sailly,  Thomas  Baodfbrd,  Martin  G. 
Sdnmonan,  Ebsneier  Sesver,  James  Sloan,  Dennis 
Smell,  J*^  SndUe,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Soulban^ 
Bamoel  Taggarti  Samuel  TenBey,  David  Thomas, 
Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Abram  Tiigf, 
KilUan  K.  Van  Sensselser,  Joseph  B.  Vamnm,  Danid 
C.  Verpltnck,  Matthew  Walton,  John  WhitehiU,  Rob- 
ert WbitebiU,  EtiphaletWickes,  Hannaduke  WiUitna, 
Nathan  Williams,  Joseph  Winston,  and  Thoi.  WjBna. 

Nin — James  M.  Gamett,  David  Meriwediar,  Jrtn 
Randolph,  Richard  Btanfi»d,  Joeeph  Stanton,  Benja- 
min Tallmadge,  and  David  R.  WiUiams. 

COAST  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA. 

Tbe  Honse  resolved  itself  iato  a  Commttiee 
of  the  Whole  on  a  joint  resolution,  of  the  leath 
instant,  "  aatboriziDg  and  directing  the  Secretary 
of  Ihe  Treasury  to  cause  to  be  published  the  re- 
port and  ehart  of  a  surrey  of  the  coast  of  North 
CaroliDa,  made  by  Thomas  Coles  and  Jonathan 
Price;"  and,  after  aome  time  sp^t  thereiB,  the 
Committee  roie  aad  reported  the  resolution 
without  ameudment. 

The  said  resolutloB  being  again  read  at  tbe 
Clerk's  table,  IB  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

Rfolvtd,  hy  the  Senate  attd  Hmm  of  JbpreMnto- 

Ituet  of  the  United  Bteda  ofAnuriea,  in  Congrtm  ar- 

sfwtW,  That  the  asocataij  of  the  Tiawwr  ba,  and 

ha  hafiAy  i^  aallwrised  and  dirattsd  to  taoas  to  b« 

wport  •■dchait  of  asMivBf  of  thecaaat 
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Ho 


of  North  Caroltiia,  made  by  Thooiu  CoIm  and  iaam- 
dun  Price,  noder  the  act  of  CongnM,  puwd  tt  tbe 
liBt  Maaiao,  for  that  pnrpoae  ;  "  and  that  the  aaid  Sa- 
eictuj  be  aulkorized  to  ^M  the  pririlega  of  •ecuria^ 
to  themaolTaa  lite  copj  right  thereof,  provided  tbcj 
will  undertake  the  ezpenae  of  the  publication,  and  ae- 
core  the  t>*ifi>iniance  of  audi  other  condition*,  aa  he 
niBj  think  pn^er,  to  promMe  the  oigecta  of  the  Got- 
smnient  in  diiactinf  uie  laid  luirej  to  be  made.  But 
aach  oopy  right  absJl  not  operate  lo  prevent  Congreaa 
from  having  nid  chart  ineornoratcd  into  an?  general 
diart  of  the  coait  of  the  United  State*,  which  thej  maj 
think  proper  to  cause  lo  be  eiecuted." 

A  motion  was  made  bjr  Mr.  Olin,  and  aecoodedi 
to  amend  the  said  resolutioo,  by  striking  out 
there^m  the  foUowiog  wards : 

"  And  thai  die  aaid  Secrotary  be  authoiiiad  lo  gira 
them  the  prrrilaga  of  aKming  l4>  tbeoaaiivea  tbe  copy 
right  thewof,  provided  they  w91  andertake  the  expenae 
of  the  pnbiieOion,  and  aecnie  the  petlbrMianee  of  anch 
other  conditionB  aa  he  may  think  prop^,  to  promi 
the  ot^eda  of  the  Goreinnieiit  in  directing  the  si 
aarvey  to  be  made.     But  luch  copy  right  ahall  not 
operate  to  prevent  CongreM  from  hsring  laid  cbi 
iniwrporated  into  any  ^neral  chart  of  the  coast  of  tl 
United  Statea  which  they  may  think  proper  to  mnse 
be  executed:" 

And  on  the  ^ aesLiou  ibereopoo,  it  was  lesotrt 
in  the  affirmative. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  joiot  resoIutioD^  as 
amended,  be  eogtoaaed,  and  read  the  ihird  time 

LEWIS  AlU)  CLARKE, 

The  Hoase  icaolTed  itaelf  into  a  Comnuitec  of 
tbe  Whale  on  the  bill  making  oompenaatioD  to 
Mnaienn  Lewis  and  Clarke,  aa4  their  com- 
panions. The  bill  was  reported  with  aemal 
ameiHjmentBthaKto;  which  wer«seT«nlly  twice 
read,  aod  agreed  to  by  tbe  Hodsc. 

Tbe  House  proceeded  fnnbet  to  amend  the 
•aid  )h1I:  When  an  adjonrnment  being  eaHed 
for,  the  Honae  adjonined. 

TcTEBDAT,  February  17. 

Ordered  That  the  Committee  of  Gommeree 
*nd  MHnufaetnra  be  diaebarged  from  (be'fartbct 
consideration  of  Che  petition  of  John  aad  William 
Bell,  presented  to  this  House  on  the  twenty -fourth 
of  December  last. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  iSi.  EIppes,  that 
the  said  petition,  and  paper*  acoomBanyioc  the 
nme,  be  referred  to  tbe  Secretary  01  tbe  Treas- 
ury: And,  on  the  qnestion  tbe'reopon,  it  paaaad 
in  the  negatiTe— yeae  i7,  n«y»  47. 

Mr.  Speaker  declariDg  himaelf  with  tbe  nays. 

Mr.  J.  Morrow,  from  the  CommiRee  on  the 
Public  Laods,  presented  a  bill  further  lo  r^alate 
tbe  grants  of  land  south  of  tbe  Stale  of  Tennes- 
see; which  was  twice  read,  and  committed  tp  a 
Committee  of  tbe  Whole,  oa  Saturday  next 

A  message  from  the  Senate  iDformed  tbe  House 
tbat  the  Senate  agree  to  atl  the  amendramta,  ex* 
eept  the  ninth,  proposed  by  this  Hoaie  totka  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  to  prohibit  tba  importation  ol' 
davee  into  any  port  or  plave  wtihia  »«  joriaAo- 


tioD  of  the  United  States,  from  and  aAer  the  first 
day  of  January,  in  the  year  irf' our  Lord  one  thoo- 
sand  eight  hundred  and  eight,"  to  which  said 
ninth  amendment  they  diaagree. 

THE  WHIT  OF  HABE.18  CORPUS. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Bboom,  of  the  wrenth  instant,  and  tbe  same 
being  read  in  ibe  words  following,  to  wit: 

Raehtd,  That  it  ia  ezpedient  lo  make  fbrtho'  |im- 
viaion,  by  law,  ibr  securing  the  privilege  of  the  wnt  ef 
habeas  conna,  to  peraon*  in  coslody,  under,  or  by  color 
of,  the  uttiority  of  the  United  SMIee." 

Mr.  Bbooh  addressed  tbe  House  as  follows: 

Mr.Bpeaker :  Itwill  be  recollected  by  Ihe  Hodse 
that  I  bad  the  bonor  of  submitting  a  resoiution  to 
make  farther  provision  by  law  for  aeeuring  the 
privilege  of  Ibe  writ  of  habeas  c<»pns  to  peraon* 
in  custody,  under  or  by  color  of  ibe  authority  of 
ib«  United  Butes.  I(  was  then  my  wish  that  ii 
should  lie  upon  tbe  laUc^  in  order  that  members 
mi^ht  bave^  an  opportoniiy  of  cenaidering  the 
salqeet ;  being  folly  persuaded  that  tbe  more  ii 
was  considered  tba  more  evident  would  tbe  isa- 
portaaee  of  it  appear.  As  it  now  becomes  my 
duty  to  call  tbe  attention  of  the  House  to  tha 
subject,  1  shall  move  that  the  resolution  be  re- 
ferred to  a  Comisitiee  of  tbe- whole  House,  and  I 
should  DotoScr  a  sioale  pbeervaiion  in  support  of 
lhtrmotion,bui  for  the  doubts  which  have  been 


suggested  by  several  neaibeia,  of  the  neoessity  and 
proprietT  of  legisktive  intenweition  at  Ibis  tiow. 
1  triM  in«r«tee  that  I  shall  oe  tadulged  iu  poiat- 


iag  out  the  neceaaity  and  importance  of  tha  pro- 
vision wbieh  it  is  contemplated  to  make.  I  am 
senaible  that  this  subject  is  not  faofiliar  to  tbe  ma- 
jority of  this  House;  for,  until  now,  no  oircuu' 
stance  has  occurred  in  this  couutry  which  could 
make  us  duly  appreciate  tbe  value  of  the  privi- 
lege of  the  writ  of  habeas  eoipiu.  In  ordinary 
times,  tha  laws  which  alraady  exist  may  be  suffi- 
cient, for  in  such  timea  tbete  is  do  temptation  to 
iraDsgress  tbe  limiia  of  Consiitulioaal  or  legal 
priviwgea;  but  in  times  of  tuibuleace  and  commo- 
tioD,  the  mere  formal  recognition  of  ri|fbt«  will 
afford  loo  feeble  a  barrier  against  the  laflamed 
passions  of  men  in  power,  whether  excited  by  an 
intemperate  zeal  for  the  supposed  welfare  of  the 
oouBtry,  or  by  the  deiesiable  motives  of  party 
rancor  or  individual  oppresuon.  I  could  have 
wished  that  eircumstanees  had  never  occurred 
which  would  make  it  aeceawry  to  fortify,  by  pe- 
nal laws,  the  Constitutional  privilege  of  habeas 
eorpna,  and  that  the  whole  nation,  from  the  first 
to  the  least,  had  r^arded  it  with  such  religious 
veneration,  that  no  officer,  either  military  or  civil, 
WouU  hare  daied  to  vioiaie  it.  But  recent  cir- 
oitmatances  have  proved  that  such  a  wish  would 
have  beeo  in  vain,  and  have  demonstrated,  mora 
pawetfuUy  than  any  abstract  reasoning,  the  neces- 
sity and  importance  of  fttrtber  legislative  pro- 

This  inivilege  of  the  wiit  of  habeas  corpus  has 
been  deemed  so  importaut  that,  by  ibe  niolh  sec- 
tion of  tbe  first  article  of  the  CoostiUitioa,  it  is 
jaiiiaieil.  that  it  shall  not  be  siiapcndsd,  anlesa 


dbyGoo^Ie 


603 


HISTORY  OP  CONGRESS. 


5M 


Writ  <^  Habeat  Carpui. 


PsBKniKT,  1807 . 


Tben,  io  eases  of  rebellion  oi  JnTaaion,  the  public 
cafeiv  maf  require  it.  Such  is  the  rilue  of  this 
lu-irile^e,  that  ereo  the  highest  legialative  body  a! 
the  Union — the  legitimate  Represents  tires  of  the 
DBtioD — are  not  eolrusled  with  the  guardiaaship 
of  it,  or  sufiered  to  lay  their  hands  upon  it,  uoless 
when,  in  cases  of  exlreme  danger,  the  public  safe- 
ty shall  malce  it  necessary. 

The  suspension  of  this  privilege  upon  slight 
pretences,  it  was  easily  foreseen  would  destroy  its 
efficacy,  and  if  it  depended  on  the  mere  will  of 
Congress,  it  would  become,  in  the  hands  of  the 
majority,  the  most  certain  and  convenient  means 
to  accomplish  the  purposes  of  parly  persecution, 
or  to  gratify  political  or  personal  rancor  or  ani- 
mosity. This  Constitutional  proTision  was  only 
intended  as  a  check  upon  the  power  of  Congress 
in  abridging  the  privilege;  but  was  never  intended 
to  prevent  them  from  entrenching  it  around  with 
sound  and  wholesome  laws;  on  the  contrary,  it 
was  expected  that  Congress  were  prohibited  from 
impairing  at  their  pleasure,  this  privilege;  that 
they  would  regard  it  as  of  high  im^rtance,  and 
by  coercive  laws  insnre  its  operation.  By  ihe 
fourteenth  section  of  the  judiciary  lav,  vol  1,  L. 
U.  S,,  page  &S,  power  is  given  to  certain  courts 
and  judges,  to  grant  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus; 
and  this  is  all  tlie  provision  made  by  any  act  of 
Congress  to  secure  this  privilege.  Thus  the  Con- 
stitution sanctions  the  writ,  and  the  act  of  Con- 


pels  the  judge  10  grant  it,  or  the  officer  to  ohe^ 
It;  and  the  only  remedy  left  to  the  individual  is 
that  which  he  derives  from  the  common  law  of 
England,  (if,  indeed,  gentlemen  will  allow  to  that 
law  any  operation  in  the  United  Slates  courts;) 
sod  that  very  law  upon  which  we  now  rely  to 
enforce  the  privilege  was  found,'durinff  the  reign 
of  Charles  II.,  utterly  insufficient,  ana  has  ever 
ain^e  the  thirty-first  year  of  that  reign,  been  con- 
sidered in  England  as  only  auxiliary  in  securing 
the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus. 

^ne  Speakbb  was  sorry  to  interrupt  the  gen- 
tleman from  Delaware  but  must  obserTe,  that  it 
was  not  in  order  to  detate  the  motion  until  the 
House  should  agree. to  consider  it. 

Mr.  Shilib  hoped  the  gentleman  from  Dela- 
ware would  be  permitted  to  proceed,  a*  the  sub- 
ject was  a  very  important  one. 

Mr.  Broom  thtrn  moved  to  consider  the  motion 
of  reference,  to  which  the  House  agreed — ayes 
flAy-seven. 

Mr.  Bboou. — I  am  sorry  that  I  have  tresnasaed 
npoD'ihe  rules  of  the  House.  I  assure  the  House 
that  it  was  not  iDtentional,  and  bef[  leave  to  offer 
tothe  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Bmilie) 
my  acKoowledgment  for  his  liberality.  As  the 
House  has  now  agreed  to  consider  the  motion,  I 
wilt  proceed  in  support  of  it.  The  statute  31, 
chapter  2,  was  designed  to  remedy,  and  did  cffec- 
tiiatly  remedy,  the  delects  of  the  common  law 
provision  on  this  snbject.  By  that  statute  severe 
penalties  were  impcoed  on  judges  refusing  to 
grant  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  and  on  all  parties 
refusing  to  ebey  it.    In  moat  of  the  Stales,  Uwa 


have  been  made  upon  the  principle  of  the  statute 
of  Charles,  and  so  far  as  they  extend,  are  fcund 
to  have  the  most  beneficial  effect  in  securing  the 
privil^e  of  the  writ,  but  they  do  not  extend  to 
infiicting  penalties  on  judges  of  the  courts  or  offi- 
cers of  the  United  Slates.  If  the  privilege  of  the 
writ  of  habeas  corpus  be  important,  and  the  laws 
be  defective,  it  is  surely  our  duty  to  apply  the 
remedy.  Of  its  importance,  it  is  true  we  have 
had  but  little  experience  in  our  own  country.  In 
Sn^land,  from  whence  we  derive  oar  knowledge 
of  It,  they  have  proved  iis  value;  they  have  tried 
it,  and  it  has  not  been  found  wantiug.  la  Eng- 
land, this  inestimable  privilege  has  been  forages 
the  proud  theme  of  exultation  ;  there  they  wor* 
shipped  it  as  a  tatiimaoic  wand  which  could  tin- 
bar  the  gates  of  the  strongest  prison  and  dissolve 
in  an  instant  the  fetters  of  the  captive.  It  was  to 
Englishmen  as  a  wall  of  fire  br  night,  sbielding 
them  from  the  arbitrary  sway  of  tyrannic  power. 
It  is,  indeed,  the  great  palladium  of  that  English 


acler.  Of  the  power  and  influence  _ 
erty  upon  the  happiness  of  the  people  of  England 
we  need  no  stronger  evidence  than  the  situation 
of  surrounding  nations,  where  it  was  unknown. 
Let  us  go  back  to  less  civilized  times,  and  we 
shall  see  in  those  nations  men  in  the  most  abject 
stale  of  society,  suffering  oppression  in  every  pos- 
sible'shape;  there,  every  pnvdte  castle  was  a  se- 
cret and  inviolable  prison ;  there  the  life  and  lib- 
erty of  the  most  illustrious,  as  well  as  the  mean- 
est, subject,  were  alike  the  sport  of  the  caprice  of 
a  tyrant.  Even  the  petty  lordling  held  as  it  were 
the  shears  of  fate,  and  cut  at  pleasure  the  thread 
of  the  life  of  his  vassals.  A  letlrtde  caciiet  eoaii 
confine  the  unhappy  victim  of  power  for  life  in 
the  loathsome  walls  of  a  dungeon,  and  in  spite  of 
the  lies  of  affection  or  blood,  friends  laust  forget 
each  other,  or  share  a  common  fate.  The  savsse 
tortures  of  the  inquisition  chilled  the  sool  with 
horror,  and  the  gloomy  recess  of  the  saDctuaria 
of  religion  too  often  bore  witness  to  the  diaboli- 
cal temper  of  man  when  inflamed  with  pasuon 
and  unrestrained  bv  wholesome  laws.  Such  was 
the  condition  ol  otner  countries  while  the  people 
of  England  were  reposing  in  security  under  the 
protectioil  of  their  civil  i nstitn lions ;  iusiitutioas 
which  had  received  the  sanction  of  ages,  and 
were  gnarded  by  the  religions  veneration  of  the 
people.  The  right  to  personal  liberty,  unless  for 
the  comminion  of  an  i^ence  against  law;  the 
right  to  know  the  aeousation  against  theni,  and 
the  right  10  be  triM  by  their  peers,  vrere  all  recfw- 
nisedty  their  charters,  and  which  their  monarcEu 
bad  sworn  inviolably  to  observe.  These  rights 
were  not  merely  secured  by  parchmenl;  they 
were  incorporated  with  the  babiis,  manners,  and 
customs  of  the  people ;  they  were  handed  (iowi 
from  father  to  sod  in  trust  for  posterity,  aad 
guarded  as  a  precious  inheritance,  which  coald 
never  be  diminished  with  honor.  The  people 
were  early  taught  to  know  them,  and  to  considei 
it  a  sacred  daty  to  dmw  their  swords  in  defeaoe 
of  them.  These  fundamental  right*  of  Boglish- 
meo  hKTaezialed  from  theii  eulieat  agcn;  they 
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w«n  coUecicd  in  «  bodr  by  Bdgar  the  Shod  ; 
the;  w«K  KTiMd  b<r  Bdmrd  ihs  Coofestor,  aod 
vera  ratified  br  William  the  Conqaeror;  they 
w«r«  reeogniied  by  Hamti  Cbarla,  and  after  the 
mn  between  Henry  III.,  and  hia  aabjeets,  were 
eODfirmed  by  the  statute  of  MarUwroDgh,  ood 
never  anerwarda  auestiooed.  Righta  thus  main- 
tained throDgh  all  the  eonTDlsioQB  of  Englanil ; 
lighta  thus  endeared  to  the  nation,  and  engrareo 
on  the  hearts  of  the  people,  and  which  bare 
walked  hand  in  hand  with  them  through  the 
darkeit  periods  of  their  htatory,  reqaire  no  other 
proofs  of  their  importanee. 

Ym,  however  importanl  theee  rights  may  be,  a 
few  ■Domeata'  reflection  will  ntisfy  na  that,  wilb- 
ont  the  writ  of  habeas  eorpns,  tbey  conid  avail 
but  little.  The  rishta  may  exist  as  abstract  rights, 
bot  the  writ  of  haoeas  corpaa  affords  the  most  im- 
Mrtant,if  not  the  only  means  of  exercisiog  them. 
In  vaia  does  the  lew  proclaim  thu  do  man  shall 
be  imprisoned  eontrary  to  law,  if  the  parly  im- 
prisoaed  bai  no  access  to  a  tribunal,  to  decide  the 
^neition  of  legality.  In  Tain  does  the  law  prom- 
ise a  trial  by  peers,  if  the  imprisoned  party  can 
have  no  access  to  a  tribanal  where  h«  may  de- 
mand lach  trial.  Id  short,  with  on  t  the  writ  of 
habeas  eorpns,  rights  of  personal  liberty,  however 
solemnly  proclaimed,  would  exist  bot  in  name. 
This  writ  of  habeaa  corpaa  is  coeval  with  tbe 
rigbis  whicb  it  tecnres.  It  existed  by  the  force 
of  common  law  antil  the  subtleties  of  lawrera 
had  nearly  reBned  it  away  when  it  wasaided  by 
the  statute  of  Charles,  and  has  since  been  found 
folly  adequate  to  produce  the  desired  effect.  If, 
then,  this  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  cOrpua 
haa  been  productive  of  the  most  salutary  effects 
ID  Bagland,  in  guarding  the  liberty  of  the  sabject, 
wo  have  the  strongeai  proof  wiiich  we  can  re- 
quire of  ita  importance  to  us,  except  our  own 
experianee.  It  is  true  we  live  nnder  a  form  of 
GinemmeDt  where  tbe  aovereignly  is  acknowl- 
edged to  belong  to  the  people;  bat,  let  ns  not 
Taialy  imagine  that  we  have  no  neceaeity  for  laws 
nrtrictive  upon  men  in  power.  Under  the  fair 
sentUance  oi  repoblicaniBm  baa  oAen  been  prac- 
liaed  tbe  most  deteiiable  tyranny,  and  the  mild 
laws  of  a  Republic  hare  too  often  afforded  a  shel- 
ter Tor  knaves  and  tyrants,  instead  of  a  shield  for 
the  virtnons  and  oppressed.  I  ask,  then,  of  this 
Hooae^to  hedge  round  Ibis  valuable  privilege  of 
lb*  wnt  of  habeas  oorpos  with  efficient  laws.  I 
beg  them  to  profit  by  tbe  experience  of  othera, 
and  grow  wise  in  time.  Lei  i(  not  be  aaid  that 
we  are  lesa  jealoaa  of  otir  persoaal  Itbnty  than 
the  people  of  England,  or,  that  the  important  priv- 
U^  whicb  guarda  it  is  less  dear  to  ns,  becanae  we 
bava  BOI,  like  them,  wadad  ihrongh  blood  to  main- 
tun  iL  Let  ns,  with  the  Conatiiution,  aeknowt- 
«dge  the  importance  and  sanctity  of  tbe  privilege, 
and  proccen  without  delay  to  fortify  it  with  penal 
atalnlea.  Thewamings  wbich  we  have  lately  re- 
ceived, eall  londly  on  us  to  goard  against  it  more 
efiiMtiially  in  fiiinre.  It  haa  been  too  generally 
our  misfortone  to  wait  until  offences  bavebeen 
comiBiited,  before  we  have  provided  a  punish- 
^acBtt  biit,«haa  aaehoficDcea  have  becBcooi- 


mitted,  the  pnblic  attention  haa  been  awakened, 
and  laws  have  been  passed  to  guard  againit  ibem 
in  future.  The  violations  of  our- Constitutional 
privileges  at  New  Orleans,  hare  shown  clearly 
ihe  ininffieieacy  of  exisriog  laws  and  the  imper 
Dece«$ity  of  providing  the  remedy.  If  we 
lOt  be  roused  from  our  slambera  by  the  ex- 
perience wbich  we  have  had,  I  shall  despair  thai 
—  will  ever  be  awakened  to  any  sensibility  of 
personal  rights — for  let  it  be  remembered,  that 
these  abuses  are  not  of^an  ordinary  character — 
!y  have  been  committed  by  a  military  officer 
at  the  head  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States, 
and  in  full  view  of  the  bighest  anthoriiies  of  ih« 
UoioD.  The  civil  authority  at  New  Orleans  haa 
been  trampled  ander  foot,  and  -  the  commander  <£ 
tbe  army,  ia  tbe  plenittide  of  his  power,  avowa 
hit  disobedience  to  laws  and  Constitution,  and 
takes  on  himself  all  tbe  responsibility  of  the  vio- 
lation of  our  Constitutional  rigbta  of  personal 
liberty.  Lost  in  amazement  at  this  bold  and  un- 
pfecedented  stretch  of  power,  we  can  scarcely  be 
sensible  of  its  extent,  unless  we  contrast  it  delib- 
erately with  tbe  Constitution.  The  Constitution 
declares  that  no  warrant  shall  issue  but  upon  prob- 
able cause,  supported  by  oath  or  affirmaiion ;  (bai 
1  shall  be  depnved  of  bis  liberty  withont 
due  process  of  law ;  nod,  that  the  accused  shall 
enjoy  the  right  of  a  speedy  trial  by  a  jury  of  Iba 
district  where  the  ofience  was  committed.  Yet, 
defiance  of  all  these  Constitution  a  I  provisions^ 
r  citizens  have  been  arrested  without  any  war- 
reDt,  and  without  any  process  of  law  whatever ; 
deprived  of  their  liberty;  confined  in  military 
prisons,  and  transported,  nnder  military  guarda, 
two  thousand  miles  from  the  place  where  the  of- 
fence was  committed.  The  Coostitulional  jwivi- 
lege  of  the  writ  of  habeaa  corpus,  which  ia  to 
aecure  tbeae  rights  to  tbe  citizen,  has  been  treated 
with  contempt,  and  a  military  officer  vauntiD^r 
takes  upon  himself  all  the  responsibility  of  wil- 
ful disoDedienee  to  tbe  writ-  For  all  these  viola- 
tions, we  are  to  be  told  that  tbe  conspiracy  which 
existed  in  that  country  will  afford  a  sufficient 
juslification.  With  respect  to  tbe  conspiracy, 
whatever  might  have  been  its  contemplated  ex- 
tent, we  have  reason  to  believe  that  it  is  now  at 
an  end.  And,  witbont  determining  whether  the 
aspect  wbich  it  bad  at  New  Orleans  was  really 
alarming  to  the  General,  or  whether  any  circnm' 
sunces  do  exist  whicb  may  palliate  bis  condoet, 
this  much  we  ell  know,  that  his  power  was  em- 
ployed in  the  arbitrary  violation  of  the  rtshta  of 
tbe  citizen,  and  that  the  conspiracy  is  to  taniiah 
ihe  justification.  Such  eondnet,  and  even  such 
a  justification,  I  look  upon  with  abhorrence  and 
dread.  For,  if,  nponevery  alarm  of  conspirac)^ 
our  rights  of  personal  liberty  are  to  be  BOtrusied 
to  the  keeping  of  a  military  commander,  we  may 
prepare  to  lafce  our  leave  of  them  forever.  For 
my  own  part,  I  wish  to  live  nnder  a  Governmeat 
of  laws,  and  not  of  men  ;  for,  however  pure  and 
upright  be  the  intentiona  of  our  military  com- 
manders, however  virliions,and  even  unsuspected 
be  their  conduct.  I  can  never  agree  that  my  right 
to  paraosal  liberty  ahall  depend  on  thaii  foiliMr- 
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ftnce  «ad  dberetioD.  1  know  ddi  whether  th«M 
msD  that  have  bees  arreated  are  inoocent  orguilijr 
of  the  treason  with  which  Chef  ate  charged,  but, 
whether  inDocent  or  guilty,  they  miut  be  arretted 
aod  tried  according  to  law.  However  atrocioui 
the  crime  which  has  been  committed,  the  puoish* 
menl  mutt  he  according  to  law.  For,  in  trana- 
grassing  the  limits  of  the  law  to  revGDge  upon  a 
criminal  Che  wroiiga  of  society,  we  ue  guiUy  of 
injustice  both  to  society  and  the  oriminal.  The 
manner  and  circumBtancei  Attending  these  at- 
rests,  bare  beeii  of  the  most  uncommon  kind.  It 
is  laid  that  all  intercourse  between  one  of  the 
^isoner*  and  his  family  and  frieDdi,wae  cut  ofi| 
and  that  not  a  soul,  except  military  men,  wa>  stif- 
iered  to  appmech  him ;  that,  after  being  detained 
under  close  military  confinement  foi  nearly  two 
Weeks,  be  was  transported,  by  the  way  of  Balti- 
more ia  this  ^ly,  and  that,  upon  his  arrival  here, 
be  was  iDformed  (hat  there  was  no  eridence  to 
support  any  charge  agaidst'him  whatever.  Bui 
whether  this  man,  or  the  others  who  have  been 
arrested,  are  gniliy,  or  not,  it  can  have  no  infio- 
ence  apoo  oar  deliberations  at  this  time.  For,  if 
«Tea  these  violations  now  affect  only  the  guilty, 
they  may,  at  the  discretion  of  the  military  officer, 
be  extended  to  tlte  innocent  It  i»  enough  for  us 
to  know  that  the  rights  of  personal  liberty,  guaran- 
tied by  the  Constitncionj  have  been  openly  violat- 
ed in  the  person  ofa  ciciien  of  the  United  States, 
and  that  no  laws  exist  sufficiently  effectual  to 
prevent  or  to  punish  such  vialicione.  It  then  be- 
comes oar  dut^,  as  faithful  guardians  of  the  pub- 
lie  rights,  to  interpose  our  authority  in  order  to 
preserve  then.  But,  if  we  content  ourselves  with 
tamely  looking  on,  while  our  best  rights  ore  tram- 
pled upon,  we  become  partaken  ot  the  guilt  by 
the  eneoura^ment  which  we  give  the  offenders. 
For  these  violations,  what  remedy  has  the  most 
innocent  individual  against  the  officer  who  ar- 
rested and  transported  him  7  As  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  have  provided  none,  his  remedy  is 
at  common  law.  He  mustsue.for  false imprisoa- 
ment.  and  it  depends  entirely  on  the  jury  id  say 
whetDM  they  Will  give  him  anything  ot  nothiDg. 
Can  a  remedy  so  uncertain  prevent  the  offence? 
or,  will  a  remedy  so  preoarious,  always  remuner- 
ate the  injured  T  But,  if  to  this,  we  add  exem- 
plary penalties,  we  have,  surely,  an  additional  se- 
ourity  that  the  laws  will  be  obeyed.  The  laws 
are  not,  and  in  my  opinion  will  not  be  auffioieot, 
onless  they  punish  ia  the  roost  prompt  and  exem- 
plary manner  all  judges  who  refuse  lo  grant  the 
Writ  of  habeas  corpus,  and  all  offioen  wao  refine 
to  obey  it.  For  such  ofianees,  ruin  ought  lo  Kate 
«  man  in  the  face;  and,  when  he  baa  so  serioosly 
abated  his  power,  he  ought  to  be  stripped  of  ii 
forever.  But,  if  we  have  no  lawi  to  guard  us 
against  these  abuses,  and  are  unwilling  to  make 
any,  we  take  upon  ourselves  all  the  respoiwibiliif 
of  future  violations. 

I  wish,  and  propose  to  entrench  our  privile- 
ges with  the  most  vigorous  laws — such  as  will 
suffer  DO  nun  to  violate  them  with  impunity. 
There  is  no  eitizeu  of  the  United  Stales,  how- 
«<«i  abject  his  cmditioa  in  aoaiMr,  in  whose  poi- 


son the  Constitutional  rights  of  personal  liberty 
are  not  sacred ;  add,  however  exalted  the  situa- 
tion of  the  person  who  tramples  upon  them,  ot 
however  plausible  the  pretence,  the  punish  menl 
ought  tu  be  prompt,  certain,  and  exemplary. — 
Dangerous,  indeed,  will  he  the  situation  of  oui 
country,  if  every  alarm  of  conspiracy  is  to  be  fol- 
lowed with  the  seizure  and  traosporiaiion  of  our 
citizens  at  the  will  of  a  military  eoannaoder,  and 
in  defiance  of  the  civil  authority.  If  such  a  doc- 
trine be  looked  upon,  not  only  without  abhorrence, 
but  even  with  approbation,  now  easy  will  be  the 
transition  from  lawful,  to  lawless  power  I  Leav- 
ing the  examines  of  ancient  times — where  the  ru- 
mors of  conspiracies  haye  raised  in  an  instant  ike 
body-jguards  of  tyrants— we  have  seen,  in  mod- 
em France,  the  cry  of  conepiracy  made  tne  signal 
of  massacre,  or  the  pretext  for  some  violent  naa^ 
pation  of  power.  I  do  not  pretend  to  say  that 
this  conspiracy  has  been  fomcDted  ot  perautted 
from  any  sinister  views.  It  is  enough  to  point 
out  the  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  aufieriag 
this  dark  and  dangerous  machine  of  oonspiraey, 
to  beany  apoli^y  for  the  violation  of  all  the  most 
solemn  Constituiional  rights  of  personal  liberty. 
Having  witnessed  ibe  detects  of  our  laws,  and  the 
dangerous  abuses  of  oar  moat  valuable  privileges, 
let  ns  proceed  to  provide  the  remedies.  Rights 
■0  important  cannot  be  too  strongly  guarded,  and 
violations  so  serious  cannot  be  too  striclly  pro- 
hibited. 

Mr.  BoRWSLL  said  be  had  determined  to  TOie 
for  the  reference  of  the  resolution,  that  the  mover 
might  saggest  any  additional  secnrity  to  the  per- 
sonal'liberty  of  the  citizen  he  thought  necessary, 
although  he  did  not  believe  a  change  in  the  law 
material,  or  that  one  essential  provision  had  been 
omitted.  Had  the  gentleman  from  Delaware  coa- 
fioed  his  remarks  to  the  subject  of'  his  motion, 
and  avoided  observaiions  unconnected  writh  his 
ostensible  olyect,  he  should  have  acqoieaeed  it- 
leoily.  The  Constitutiiui  of  the  United  States 
teeo^nisee  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  without  de- 
termining in  what  manner  itshau  be  enforced  in 
the  -coarts.  That  can  only  be  ascertained  by  re- 
curring to  the  acts  of  Congress  in  1789,  astaUish- 
ing  a  Judicial  system,  organizing  courts,  and  fix- 
ing their  powers.  The  lourteeulh  section  trf'  that 
law  relates  to  this  writ,  and  says :  "  This  and  all 
'  other  writs  not  specially  provided  for  b^  statute 
'  shall  be  issued  agreeable  to  the  principles  and 
'usage  of  law,"  Mr.  B.contended  the  priocinles 
here  alluded  to  could  only  be  those  of  the  Bog- 
lisb  law,  Bud  the  usages  those  of  their  courts ; 
otherwise  there  could  not  be  found  in  the  Con- 
stitution, or  laws  of  the  Union,  a  single  sentence 
relative  to  the  subject,  and  the  decisions  hereto- 
fore had  in  onr  coorCa  would  be  consequently  ille- 
(^.  He  nid  he  was  fully  justified  in  this  posi- 
tion by  the  uniform  proeeediogs  in  the  eourts, 
and  particularljr  ittose  which  had  recently  takes 
place  in  this  district  before  the  court  Miing  ex- 
pressly under  the  laws  of  Congress,  To  show 
DOW  ample  the  provisions  .were,  he  referred  to 
Blaokstone's  Commentaries,  vol.  3,  p.  137,autnte 
Chariss  3d,  -  Any  pritonei  luy  mora  in  wd  lA- 
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'  tkiB  his  writ  of  habeai  corput,  iw^  uid  the  Loid 
'  Chauc^or  or  Judges  denying  the  same  oq  sight 
'  of  the  warrant  or  oath,  that  the  oaiDB  is  refuted, 
'  shall  forfeit  to  the  parly  grieved,  the  EUn,"  &«. 
The  judge  is  here  eoiopelled,  under  heavy  peoal- 
ti«t,  to  afford  relief  to  all  penons  who  applf  for 
the  wfit,  and  wa  aball  presently  see  the  law  guard 
against  dday  or  evaaion  by  Earther  limilatioos  on 
the  discretion  of  the  judges,  Mr.  B.  said  he  ad- 
— •"-- '  •'•Tapecifio  ptoallieaofthe-' ^■-"  --' 


Ktueh  to  the  jadges  and  contts  of  this  country ; 

lablislied  their  dutieLand  the  punishment 

inflloted  ia  refvUted  by  the  Consiiuiuan  and  law 


bat  it  eetahlished  U 


of  the  Uniled  Slate*  appliBB hie  lo  judicial  ofieDeea 
and  miadetaeaaon.  The  aanw  statute  provides, 
'^  that  offioers  and  keepers  negleeiiog  to  make  due 
'  teioma,  or  not  delivering  to  the  prisoner  or  hii 
'agent  a  copy  of  the  warianl  ol  comniitmeaE 
'  within  six  houri,  or  shifting  the  custody  of  the 
'  prisoner  Tritboul  wfiSeient  aulhotiiy,  shall  for- 
'  ieit,"  dbc.  Id  addition  to  this,  the  eourt  could 
enforce  it*  process  by  attachment,  fine,  and  im- 
jvisonment,  and  eaU  on  ihe  Executive  for  aid,  if 
reBiatance  is  made.  Mr.  B.  said  this  statute  tvas 
considered  as  haviag  completely  guarded  against 
i>ppre>aion,  and  was  expressly  intended  to  put  an 
eud  to  the  evasion  of  the  judges :  "  The  oppres- 
'  sion  of  an 'obscure  individual  gave  birth  to  ihe 
'  famous  habeas  corpus  act,  31sl  Charles  2d,  which 
'  y*  frequently  considered  aa  another  magna  charta 
'  of  the  Kingdom,  and  by  consequence  and  anato- 
'  gy  has  also  in  lubsequeni  times  reduced  the  gen- 
'  «ral  method  of  proceeding  on  these  writs,  and 
'  (Ihoagfa  not  witiiin  the  teach  of  that  statute  by 
'  issuing  merely  at  common  law)  to  the  true 
<  standard  c»f  law  and  liberty."  Black.  Com.  136. 
"What  more  is  requisite  1  Your  courts  ate  com- 
pelled to  issue  process  and  grant  relief;  your  offi- 
cers to  carry  it  into  effect,  and  your  cilixens  to 
obey.  Mr.  B.  observed,  it  appeared  to  him  im- 
possible to  devise  additional  ptovisions,  when 
thoae  already  incorporated  into  the  jurisprudence 
of  the  country  by  the  act  of  Congress,  and 
ciaed  by  the  courts,  embrace  every  case  arising 
under  cbelaws,  and  extend  to  all  persons  confined 
under  the  authority  or  color  tif  authority  of  the 
United  States.  He,  however,  was  not  a  profes- 
sionat  man,  and  was  therefore  tbe  more  disposed 
ia  favor  of  the  commitm^it,  lest  he  should  be 
mistaken  in  his  impression*.  If  the  genilenun 
from  Delaware  should  discover  any  salinary  al- 
teration*, he  should  not  only  receive  bis  vote  bui 
hi*  thanks. 

We  haye  been  tnld,  wid  Mr.  B.,  that  all  the 
Slates  have  passed  lawa  upon  this  subject.  Does 
it  lollowwe  have  nonel  Certainly  not.  They 
have  enacted  the  provision*  of  this  statute  speciS- 


%  equally  good,and  affords  equal  protection 
to  individual  rights.  Indeed,  it  ia  incredible  we 
sliould  hare  remained  until  Ihe  present  time  ig- 
norant of  this  chasm  in  our  insliiuticina  j  and 
whatever  the  gentlemau  may  say,  the  recent 
evenu  at  New  Odeana  are  not  the  first  in  this 
eoontry  which  would  have  annoauced  its  exist- 
eocfl.    Ai  fu  JMck  as  1796, « ttiuingBiahed  eUi- 


,  during  the  insurrection  of  Pennsylrania,  waa 
seized  by  the  raiiitary,  carried  to  Philadelphia, 
and  committed  to  jail  without  a  mittimus,  and 
kept  three  months  in  conGoement.  Notwiihsiand- 
ng  repeated  applications  foe  the  writ  of  habeas 
:orpus  every  effort  was  evaded  during  that  period, 
md  at  length,  when  he  wa*  brought  before  the 
court,  ooiA  particle  of  evidence  was  exhibited  to 
justify  hia  imprisonment,  or  impeach  his  patriot- 
ism; out,  on  tbe  cpntiary,  Mr.  B.  said  he  would 
assert  with  confideoce  the  affidavits  produced  ac- 
quitted  him  of  all  guilt  in  the  insurrection,  and 
proved  he  had  eierted  his  great  influence  lo  mode- 
rate, the  discontent,  and  quiet  ibe  apprehensions, 
and  restrain  the  violence  of  the  people.  If  this 
■tatement  was  denied,  Mr.  B.  said  be  could  substan- 
tiate its  truth;  the  case  had  been  reported,  and 
now  formed  a  precedent  in  tbe  Supreme  Court  of 
tbe  United  States,  which  had  been  frequently 
cited  during  the  pie*eot  term.  Why  has  the 
vigilance  of  gentlemen  reposed  so  long?  Why 
has  this  early  and  impressive  intimation  been 
disregarded,  if  the  law  was  defective  7  Tbe  gen- 
tleman from  Delaware  says,  the  late  arrests  at 
New  Orleans  by  the  military  are  early  warnings 


himself  recollect  and  profit  by  iL  Those  wba 
acted  with  him  bad  long  been  partial  to  those 
establisbmenls,  and  blind  to  their  tendency.  The 
events  alluded  to  proved  the  indispensable  necea> 
sity  of  preserving  them  subordinate  to  the  ci«^ 
anihoriiv.  This  proved  the  importance  of  re- 
ducing the  standing  army  lo  the  lowest  point  com- 
patilile  with  tbe  safety  of  tbe  froniiers.  This  was 
the  reason  which  induced  bim  during  the  present 
session  to  rote  against  the  proposed  augmeQt»- 
tion  of  our  forces ;  and  while  he  continnM  to  eor 
teilain  hi*  preneot  opinions,  and  fell  bis  present 
jealousies  of  a  cooflict  between  the  civil  and  mili- 
tary power,  he  was  determined  toavojd  the  issup 
by  Keeping  the  tatlet  in  complete  subordination, 
if  an  opposite  policy  should  ever  become  ascend- 
ant in  this  country,  the  measures  at  New  Orlean*, 
instead  of  bein^  temporary,  will  be  enlait«d  upon 
us.  Mr.  B.  said  be  [bought  it  improper  to  men- 
tion tbe  events  which  had  occurred  at  New  Oi- 
leans.  It  was  extremely  probable  prosecutiov 
would  be  commenced  againxl  tbe  oSiaer,and  any 
expressions  of  disapprolnition  in  that  House  would 
give  a  tone  to  public  opinion  which  justice  ra- 
quited  should  as  yet  be  suspended.  Everv  per- 
son admilied  ihe  Commander-in-chief  had  vio- 
lated the  law.  He  admilied  it  himself,  and  aa- 
sigaed  reasons  of  iustificaiion  which  we  pnght 
not  lo  decide,  but  leave  to  Ihe  courts  of  justice- 
They  are  the  proper  tribunals  to  puniah  those 
who  infrinae  the  rights  of  the  citizen;  and  until 
the^  are  closed  by  power,  or  their  decrees  set  at 
deunoe,  and  the  Executive  unable  to  enforce 
them,  legislative  interference  cannot  be  neces- 
sary. It  has  been  said,  every  officer  who  refuses 
to  obey  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  from  a  coort 
should  be  punished  with  death ;  and  this  has  bewi 
proposed  as  an  efiecioal  provision  to  secure  ihe 
beiwfit  of  this  writ.    Uu  tiie  geatlemaa  to  eotgi 
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foTgolten  the  doctrios  advanced  on  th&t  side  of 
the  House,  and  asseDied  to  daring  the  present  ces- 
sion,  when  we  were  told  a  iDililary  officer  knew 
no  law  but  the  orders  of  his  superior;  wheo  we 
were  told  ibe  contrary  was  monstrous,  absurd, 
and  subversire  of  all  subordination  in  ibe  army ; 
that  they  were  not  lawyers  Tersed  in  your  laws 
and  Constiiuiion?  Mr.  B.  hoped  he  had.  Bat 
the  gentleman  from  Delaware  had  run  into  ex- 
actly the  opposite  extreme,  by  placing  the  high- 
est and  lowest  officer  upon  the  same  tooting,  ex 
acdng  from  both  the  same  knowledge  of  the  law, 
attaching  the  same  responsibility,  and,  conti^ry  to 
arery  principle  of  justice  and  humanity,  punish- 
ing with  the  same  severity  ihe  man  who  inten- 
tionally  and  knowingly  violates  the  law,  and  the 
man  who  ignoranily  commits  a  breach  of  duly. 
It  would  completely  rererse  what  has  been  so 
long  and  wisely  recognised  in  on  criminal  juris- 
prudence. The  redress  allowed  to  a  man  who 
DBS  been  forcibly  seized  and  imprisoned  without 
legal  authority  under  the  existing  laws,  is  mach 
more  conformable  to'equity  than  this  mode.  It 
is  an  offence  against  an  individual'9  rights,  and 
■hould  be  punished,  like  all  other  injuries  of  a 
personal  nature,  by  action  and  tecovery  of  dam- 
ans, in  which  the  jury  will  always  have  a  just 
rejgard  to  the  rank  of  the  offender,  the  innocence 
ofihe  riciim^  and  the  wantonness  of  ih«  violence. 
They  will  diacritninate  between  the  lawless  ex- 
ercise of  power  by  the  Commander-in-rhief  and 
Ihe  subaltern,  who  executei  what  he  supposes  be 
ia  bound  by  his  oath  10  perform.  Mr.  B.  said  the 
morer  of  tnis  resolation  bad  expressed  more  alarm 
at  the  situation  of  this  country  than  was  real,  or 
than  he  supposed  was  felt  by  any  member  of  this 
House.  One  would  imagine  that  the  arrests  at 
Orleans  had  extended  through  the  whole  nation, 
and  that  no  roan  was  safe  from  persecntion.  As 
far  as  he  had  onderstood,  the  moment  those  ar- 
rested had  reached  the  United  States,  they  had 
been  turned  over  to  the  courts,  and  every  privi- 
lege been  extended  to  them.  The  people  of  this 
country  can  never  be'  in  danger  while  their  Rep- 
resentatives remain  pure,  and  are  disposed  to 
withhold  from  Ihe  Executive  dictatorial  powen. 
Have  we  not  already,  daring  the  present  session, 
given  the  most  honorable  pledge  to  onr  constito- 
ents  that  we  are  not  inattentive  to  their  security, 
when  we  rejected  the  bill  to  sospend  the  writ  of 
habeas  eorpusi  Whjr  talk  of  thelettres  de  cachet 
which  have  issued  in  France,  knd  of  other  op- 
pressioas  in  that  nation  1  Our  Oovemment  is 
neither  actuated  by  such  passions,  nor  invested 
with  snch  powers.  It  is  degrading  to  assimilate 
the  two  Ooveromenis,  and  argue  from  a  simi- 
larily  which  does  not  and  cannot  exist.  The  one 
is  composed  of  responsible  e^nti;  the  other  is 
despotic,  cruel,  unrelenting,  and  cirrupi. 

Mr.  Kppes  observed  that  whenever  he  should 
fee)  less  attachment  to  the  personal  right  of  the 
•iitzen  than  the  gentleman  from  DeUware,  or 
aay  other  member  of  the  House,  he  hoped  thai 
tboae  by  whom  he  was  elected  would  select  some 
representative  more  worthy  of  their  confidence. 
IT  the  {eailemaii  was  really  sincMe  in  the  prin- 


ciples be  had  advaaeed,  be  lendered  to  him  hii 
coDgi^tula lions  on  bis  conversion  to  Democracy. 
If,  on  the  eontrarv,  his  new  principles  were  aa- 
sumed  like  a  Saoday  ooat,  to  be  laid  aside  in  the 
evening,  it  would  afiord  one  more  example  of  the 
truth  01  the  observation  made  by  the  cetebnited 
Burke,  that  the  same  paRy  caa  at  oue  period 
trample  on  the  rights  of  the  citizen,  and  at  atlotk- 
er  become  declaimers  in  &vor  of  personal  liberty. 
He  did  hot  consider  the  resolution  as  desigtied  10 
remedy  any  defect  in  our  lawi,  bat  to  afford  aa 
opportunity  to  gentlemen  w4io  care  not  much 
about  personal  right^  to  make  some  noise  abont 
them.  He  considered  it  as  a  portion  of  the  same 
spirit  wbieh  had  manifested  itself  in  the  eoaili 
below.  Who  are  there  the  champioas  of  hamaa 
right?  The  ex-Attoraey  Oeneral  of  the  United 
States ;  the  leader  of  17%  and  1799  turned  Jac- 
obin, changing  his  political  catechism,  and  be- 
come'ihe  dupe  of  his  own  eloquence!  To  crown 
the  climax,  behold  another  noble  champion  of 
human  right — the  ex-Attomey  Oeneral  of  Mary- 
land  ;  the  very  man  who  turned  down  Ihe  leaves 
of  Ihe  "  Prospect  Before  Us" — marked  the  paa- 
sages  which  breathed  too  much  freedom — drew 
in  cold  blood  an  indictment  at  one  hundred  and 
fifty  miles  from  the  scene  of  action,  and  became 
a  volunteer  in  the  godly  work  of  perseeationl 
When  the  personal  right  of  the  cilixeo  shall  de- 
pad  on  a  mandate  like  this,  liberty  will  indeed 
be  in  danger.  If  ever  the  Qoddess  of  Liberty 
should  meet  his  foul  enriirace,  she  will  not  be  de- 
filed only,  but  strangled.  The  greatest  tnonater 
in  human  shape  Is.  a  tyrant  in  principle  with  the 
Rights  of  Man  in  nia  month.  A  wretch  sunk  to 
tbe  last  step  in  the  political  ladder,  and  willing 
again  to  monnt  by  principles  he  never  fell. 

Where  has  this  zeal  of  a  certain  party  -for  the 
rights  of  man  so  long  slumbered  1  Where  was 
it  when  the  sedition  law  was  passed?  Where 
was  it  wheo  a  memherof  this  House  was  im- 
prisoned and  deprived  of  his  Constitutioaat  priv- 
ilege for  printing  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
War.  acknowledged  to  be  genuine?  Wherewaa 
it  when  Oenenil  Hamilton  was  seized  ia  the 
western  parts  of  Feanaylrania,  withoat  thesbad- 
ow  of  authority ;  driven  like  a  convicted  felon 
before  the  bayonet  to  Philadelphia,Bnd  there  iin- 
prisoned  for  months  wiihoui  the  possibility  of 
obtaining  a  habeas  corpus?  Where  was  this 
zeal  when  the  rights  of  aliens  were  suspended, 
that  whole  class  of  people  placed  under  the  will 
of  the  Executive,  and  a  power  given  by  law  to 
seize  and  ship  them  !  Dead,  sirT  The  rights  of 
man  were  not  much  in  fashioa  with' the  party  at 
that  time.  Plots,  clues  to  conspiracies,  and  a  gag 
for  the  mouth  of  him  who  dared  to  arraign  the 
Federal  immaculacy,  was  then  the  order  of  tbe 
day.  When  1  shall  believe  the  sympeihy  which 
these  men  affect  10  feel  for  a  character,  ao  recent- 
ly hunted  by  them  through  the  community  like 
a  wolf,  is  sincere,  I  may  then  credit  their  attach' 
ment  to  human  rights,  and  not  till  then. 

The  real  secret  in  this  business  is,  that  the  ter- 
mination of  this  tStir  in  ihe  Weeten  connlry 
doea not  anit  Ike  Pedcnl  pbIuc    Xofediwean 
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inBDiTcelion  witbont  an  araiy  or  Dory  ii  ■  very 
antt-iederkl  thitag.  Tb«y  do  not  andemand,  snd 
eumoi  admire  that  kind  of  energy 'in  ^Vern- 
nent  which  derireei  iu  ibroe  ftom  eonfideiMe  and 
«tUelim«ntou  the  part,  of  the  people.  We^iare 
heard  in  former  times,  fram  high  authority^  that 
tha  expedition  againM  what  was  termed  the  in- 
BBrgeMs  of  Penatylvaiua,  waa  intewlM  to  n.y 
the  Btien^h  of  the  'Gwetnmtqt ;  that  no  Oot^ 
UQiBcal  waa  considered  Mfe  aatil  it«  foroM  had 
been  called  oot  to«nppoR  its  lawi.  .  We  Dow  pr^ 
Mnl-to  the  w«dd  Mrother  ezami^  The  people 
•four  conn  try  (oiuotanly  preterriaf  The  Q^y* 
•moMBl  of-thatr  ohoice,-  to  View^of  persdati  aff* 
fraDdixement  «r  iaiemt,  oboy^nff  peacedily  the 
proclamatian,  find  reiarolog  .  quietly  to  their 
lunnea  m  looti  as  the  enMtpnM  in  -vlu'ch-ihey 
wei«  embnted'  appeared  ta  be  .iUegal.  DeMrt- 
ing  a  leader  infenar  to  «o  man  is  talenta  and 
fiimneia,  pOMening  nnhonnded  pwaniaFy  nbooS 
e,  and  above  all,  the  peculiar  ait  of  attach ive 
■---i  the  hMUtti  of  hn  friendt.    The  minest^ 
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Uezico;  the  w«altfa,'the  honon,  held 

foUowen  by  inch  p.  leader,  oonld  not  reconcile 
to  A>AtieaDs  the  odiooa  appcQaiioBbf  Iraiton. 
The  bOMst  and  independent  dtizeoG  of-your 
coantry  lemrnad  to  their  hornet  to  cnliivate  that 
s(h1  OS  which  fortune  bad  plflced'theirt,  aesooa  as 
they  discovered  the  real  ot^eets  of  the  expeditioti. 
BeboU  a  triompb  faoaorable  to  the  AiOericaD' 
'"'  't  irteeistible  evidei 
1,  and  of  th«  patrli 
of  the  great  body  of  our  people !  . . 

Bat  we  are  told. that  a  most  daring  vtolat ion  of 
koioan  r^ht  has  taken  plaee-Ahat  men  have 
been  ttised  io  New  Orl^ns  and'  thipped  here  for 
trial.  Far  be  ii^rom  me  to  examerate  otmflen 
ibaie  act*.  BuClT  at  they  arsf- 1  nm  willing-  to 
nut  them  to  an  enlightened  cManHraity.  An 
offieat  hat  nndertakea  at  his  own  retpopiibility 
to  aeize  wid  tend  beje  three  pertons.  Two  of 
tbttn'elMrged'.  on  hit  ostb  with  treason,  or  tnts- 
priaioa  of  tveason,  and  the  third  by  him  believed 
to  be  guilty.  The  first  two  tn  ilrair  a^lvtl  here 
weie  mirered  over  ttrtho'  eml  authority  and  on 
atrionn  argmoentsotmnitted  to  a  dharge  for  irea- 
■otL  The  other  was.  delifered  ov«rta  the  civil 
antboitty  alto  tod  discharged.  No  itmo  will  say 
tbttt  the  coAdaet  erf  Ae  offioer  who  Kized-  and 
shipped  these- persona  is  le{|al'.'  He  haa-doae  an 
ill^al  a«i  M  the  risk  of  his  forttmein  damages. 
Let  the  law  take  iti  coone;  let  the  individuals 
ptoaecotet  let  an  honest  jury  pat  on  one  side 
Ac  orime  with  which  Aey  are  cbargedf  and  on 
Ae  Qiber,  illegal  arrest  and  shipment ;  let  them 
toike  the  balance.  If  they  assess  damage^  ■iM 
It  shall  heraafier  appear  that  ibis  was  a.  wantoD' 
and  Duneocatary  eaercisa  of  poi^er^  the  dfficer 
mnt  nfbt.  If,  ao  the  contrary,  it  shall  appear 
that  the  offieei  bad  no  Object  in  view  but  the  pub- 
tie  good,  that  be  did  reaHy  believe'New  Orleans 
absnt  to  be  attacked  by  a  superior  force,  aiid  that 
these  prisonen  could  not  be  safely  kept  there,  I 
for  one,  shall  not  hesitate  to^pay  the  damages  ss- 
acwed  against  faim.  Preedom  can  never  be  en- 
dtBg«rcd  by  «n-  act  like  4hii,  wbeie  yon  laws 
9til  Con.  Sd  Sbss.— 17 


are  saBered  to-  take  their  natural  eourte  without 
soBpensioQ  or  in tstruvcion— where  the  injured 
individual  can  bring  Wore  a  jury  hia  claim  for 
damages.  What  more  safe,  more  certain,  or  ade- 
qQaie'remedy  can  yoa  ask  for  an  injury  done  to 
personal  freedom,  than  the  verdict  of  a  Jury  <k 
fteemen'?  What  w6ald  be  the  feelings  or  an 
faonest  aqd  bidepeadeal  jur^called  upon  to  decide 
a  easeJike  ibi8,-wfaere  an  iDnocent  individual  of 
character  bad  been  seized  and  shipped  ?  The 
dantages  would  be  siKh  as  to  heal  ihe  wounded 
fseliitgj  oS  the  oppressed  individual,  and  to'  deter 
in  fiMore  Itae  commission  of  snch  an  sot.  If,  on 
iheeoittrary,  •irbngcircainatanaes  of  guilt  tbould 
appear  agointt  tbe  individual,  the  damages  would 
be  Bolfaing.  The  officer  tnust  depend  on  estab- 
H^ing  b^ore  the  community  the  parity  of  hie 
motives,  slnd  jhe  probdble  guilt  of  those  on  whom 
hie  has  exercised  powieV  in  violatio^of  right.  If 
the  individoah  selz«d  sod  s^nthereshall  be  found 
to  be  innocent,  I  should  Wish' them  to  Recover 
heavy  damages. '  Under  mv  present  impressions 
I  should  certainly,  if  on  their  jury,  .not  assess 
damages.  If  tbe'chaiveB  made  agamst  them  are 
well  founded,  1  would  a^  soon  give  damages 
against  an  individtaal  who  seized  ahd  secured  for 
trral  a  hiefaway  robber.  The  pubLic  tifficer  who 
itoo'wa  of  the  elistence  of  treason  ;  who^ees  an 
individoal  embarked'  in  sebenres  dishonoiable  to 
his  oouatry;  who  believes  him  aldiig  an  ap- 

Jroaching' enemy,  wonld  deserve  to  be  broke  if 
edid'not  wizebim.  On  the  jneaeDt  occasion 
tbevfBcer-  has  gone  fnrrher~^he  has  seized  and 
sent  ibeu  to  jo^a.  He  has  viblaled  the  personU 
right'of  the  citizen.  If  from  bonert  zesl  for  the 
public  good,  hewill  'find  a  sure  protection  'and 
shield  before  au  independent  and  patriotic  jary. 
If  th^  persons  are  ianocJeet,  and-  bare  been  seized 
-by  faiiB  to  wreak  private  resentmeot,  or  on  any 
motive  less  pore  than  ibe  public  welfare,  hisrep> 
d(B(ion  as  a  soldier  is  destroyed,  and  his  fortuite 
nmst  be  lost^n  damages.  I  do  dot  believe,  how- 
everr  tharmucb  sympathy  will  be  excited  in  Ae 
public  'mind,  when  the  people  shall  understand 
^utwtnt,  Knd  about  whom,  att  these  clamors 
haycbeen  raised.  What  is  the  naked  fact  t  Qen- 
eral  Wilkinson  hus  seized  and  sent  round  to  the 
seat  of -OoV^rnoH^it  three  persons,  at  a  time 
wbeb  hebeli^ed  New  Orleans  in  danger  of  be- 
ing attacked  by  a  superior  foi'ce.  Of  these  per- 
sons, [be  one. 13  a  bankrupt  foreigner,  charged  on 
oath  with  being  an  accomfdice  of  Aaron  Burr. 
The  second,  a' young  American,  charged  also  on 
tbe  oath  of  your  Coa)nieiDder'in-.chier,  wiA  hav- 
iilg  disgraced  tbe  American  cbaramer^  by  conde- 
9oendh^;  tobe  employed  as  ^n  agent  for  oorrupt- 
iag  yonr  'Afmy ;  with  havtng  actually  carried 
OTOpoBoJt  of  bribery  to  year  Commander-io -chief. 
Th*  third,  a  foreign  lawyer,  whoowes  to  ihfe  lib- 
erality of  the  people  of  ibis  country  his  bread. 
Two  of  these  persons,  io  good  Federal  limes, 
.migbt  have  been  trans  ported  under  the  alien  law 
to  Botany  Bay,  But  menarfe  now  seen  in  your 
twurts  actively  denouncing  this  measure,  who 
voted  for  and  perhaps  brought  forward  the  alien 
law.    I  mention   not  this  to  junify  the  present 
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proceeding,  but  to  show  to  Ihe  people  tke  spirit  in 
which  this  resolulioo  has  originated.  Your  Com- 
ma a  dcr-in-chief  has  been  placed  in  ■  difficult  Bit- 
QBtioD.  In  daily  especlatioa  of  an  attack  by  a 
rapetior  force,  and  imposed  bf  the  whole  hodj  of 
the  law  in  thp  territory;  a  idbd  greatly  his  supe- 
rior in  taleniB  and  firmirei!>  roigfat  hare  erf«d. 
He  ought  roost  certainlv  to  have  delirered  over 
these  persons  to  the  civil  aiithorilr>  Had  he  done 
this,  however,  it  i«  not  yet  decided  where  the  trial 
WOiild  have  been  hela.  The  district  goun  of 
Keyr  Orl^ns  has  the  same  jurisdietion  with  the 
district  court  of  Eentucky.  The  Kealuck^  dis- 
trict court  has  the  ordinary  cfimiDal  juriidictioo 
of  K  district  court  of  the  Uniied  States,  which 
extends  only,  to  ofieocM  punishable  by  fine  or 
whipping,  and  the  whole  civit  jurisdiciion  of  « 
circuit  court  of  the  United  States ;  «o  {hat  these 
persons  if  chareed  with  treason  ag«in«t  the  Uni- 
ted States  qould  not  hare  been  tried  in  New  Or- 
)eBns,and  must  have  been  sent  here  or  elsewhere 
by  the  civil  authority.  Thus  mqch  for'ihe  vio- 
lation of  right  wbioh'has  taken  pla^e. 

Let  us  now  examine  how  far  any  new  provis- 
ion by  law  may  be  necessary  to  secure  to  the  peo- 
ple of  this  country  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of 
oabeis  corpus,  which  gentletaeD  avow  (o  be  the 
object  of  Ibis  resolution.  The  right  as  it  now 
*tands  is  secured  to  the-  people  by  the  CdOstiiU' 
lion.  Every  judge  Cif  thft  Unjted  Stitea  has 
power  to  grant  the  writ,Bikd  every  citlzra  of  the 
United  Stales  is  bound  to  obey  it.  But,  SBys  the 
gentleman,  if  b  judge  refuses  it,  what  ate  vou  to 
do  1  The  penalties  of  the  slitute  of  Ctwrles  the 
Second  are  not  in  force  here.  I  say  remove  the 
jud^e  from  office.  If  your  provisions  on  this 
m^bject  are  defective,  Bmend  them.  Let  the  judge, 
like  every  other  iadividoal,  feel  responsibility. and 
be  will  be  honest  The  idea  of  lEnlbrciog  a  nigb 
responsible  officer  t^  do  bis  dutjr  by  pecuniary 
fine,  is  B. departure  from  the  prmeiplea  of  onr 
Goveriimeiit.  No  instBoce  eati  be  produced  on-- 
der  the  dovernment  of  an  officer  of  trust  being 
compelled  by  pecauiary  fine  to  discharge  his 
duty.  The  true  piinei[He  of  a  republtcan  Gov- 
ernment it  this:  Dismiss  from  office  faithless 
servants.  Butl  would  ask,.suppote  a  judge  via-, 
la tes  any  other  light  secured  by  the  Constitution  i 
Suppofe  he  refnses  to  a  citizen  his  ConstimtionBl 
right  of  trial  by  jury,  and  subjects  him  to  pun- 
ishment without  trial  bv  his  peers,  would  70a  in 
these  instances  SBV  he  shotild  be  subject  to  a  fine? 
No,  sir.  Let  such  a  judge  be  disgraced — let  him 
be  turned  from  public  employment.    Let-not  the 

Kuriiy  of  justice  be  sullied  by  haviogon  your 
!ocn  me&,who,  dead  to  the  feelings  of  patriot' 
ism,  nod  unmindful  of  their  Cooslitulioaal  oath, 
must  be-compelled  bjr  fines  and  penalties  to  dis- 
charge their  duty.  The  power  of  enforcing  this 
writ  as  it  stands  under  the  Consutution  and  laws 
of  the  United  State*  is  complete.  It  is  enforced 
in  the  snnie  manner  with  all  other  proceasee  is- 
BUingfromthe  courts  of  the  UnitedStates.    The 

i'adge  must  in  the  first  inslBoeeseod  the  marshal. 
f  the  writ  is  disobeyed,  he  takes  the  poMe  com- 
itattit.    If  this  is  not  saffieicBi,  Ute- judge  cstti.; 


fies  to  the  fixecD tire -that  the  laws  caooot  be 
carried  into  effect,  and  the  arm  of  the  nation 
n}09l  be  extended  to  support  the  judiciary.  This 
is  no  theory — it  has  already  been  acted  upon  in 
this  country.  On  the  certificate  of  a  jnd^e  that 
the  laws  oDuld  not.  be  enforced,  the- militia  were 
marched  to  the  western  parts  of  PennsylvaDia. 
If  Yoal"  judges'  hare  no  power  to  enforce  the  writ 
of  kabeas  corpus,  I  shooH  be  glad'  to  know  how 
they  enforce  .any  other.  -  It  was  not  because  the 

Eriviiese  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  is  not  snf- 
cienlly  secured.  It  was  not  because  the  indget 
refused  to  issue  it  or  wanted  power  to  eo^rce  it 
that  this  violation  of  rigbt  has  occurred,  but  be- 
cause tjie  persons  i^ho  might' have  «laimed  tbit 
privilege  were  anatched,  under  peculiar  circnm- 
staacer,  JVom  their  jm-isdiction.  A*  the  gen  tie- 
man, from  Delaware  has  thought  proper,  on  a  mo- 
tion to  commit,  to  enter  into  a  discussion  of  the 
merits  of  this  proposition^  I  hare  made  these  ob- 
servations. .  I' nave  no  otgectioii  (o  reler  the  reso- 
lution to  •  .committee  for  the  purpose  of  a  fult 
and  fair  diwnssion.  I  have  no  hesitation,  how- 
ever, in  deetaripg  that  it  is  only  to  allow  an  op- 
portunity for  dlscusxion,  that  I  shall  vote  for  the 
reference.  I  do  not  believ'e  that  anyadditional 
prorisions  are  necessarj  to  secure  to  the  people 
of  this  couqtry  the  privitwe  of  the  writ  of  habeas 
Gorpua;  on. the  contrary,  f  do  firmly  believe  that 
this  right,  like  all  others  secured  by  the  ConstitU' 
tioDiCan  never  belo)t,  or  violaied  with  impunilY, 
until  corruption  shall  have  destroyed  the  princi- 
ples of  our  Qovernment. 

Mr.  BiDVELL  observed  that  on  a  molion  to  refer 
this  resolution  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  ha 
thought  it  unnecessary  to  discuss  the  merits  of 
the-subjecl  at  large;  since  the  very  object  of  the 
commitment  was  to  afford  a  full  and  fair  oppor- 
tunity for  aueb  a  discussion,  and  for  any  specific 
propositioi^  Which  the  mover  might  think  proper 
to  submit.  He  was  in  ftvorof  the  proposed  com- 
mitment, baton  very  different  grounds  from  some 
of  those  which  had.  been  urged.  Whether  the 
conduct  of  the  commander  of  The  Army  in  arrest- 
ing certain  persons  who  attempted  to  corrupt  him 
and  to  seduce  the  Army,  to  join  in  B  conspiracy 
against  their  conqtry,  was  to  be  condemned  or  not, 
was  a  question  not  Atitable  to  be  acted  on  at  the 
prcwni  time,  and  under  eztstiog  circumstances. 
If  the  House  were  the  proper  tribunal  to  decide 
that  point,  this  was  not  the  proper  mode  of  decid^ 
ing  it,  nor  the  proper  time  for  the  decision.  No 
one  would  ienj  tnatthe  commander  of  anann^ 
01  of  a  post  might  be  so  oirenmstaneed,  that  it 
wwtld  be  his  dnty  lo  make  a  seizure  of  suspected 

Eersons.or  perhaps  do  other  acts  not  firorided  for 
y  Boy  law. .  In  such  a  ease  he  must  act  under  ■ 
high  responsibility,  and  throw  himself  upon  the 
juFiice  of  his  country.  On  this  ^ound  Oeneral 
Wilkinson  had  profeued  to  act.  If  his  professions 
shoold  be  justified  by  the  real  state  of  facta,  he 
would  be  entitled  to  a  favorable  considaratioii. 
But  at  present  it  was  unseasonable  for  the  Lep*- 
Uture  to  eiprtas  any  opinion  or  take  any  measure. 
He  regretted,  therefore,  that  the  gentleman  from 
DeUmie  (Un  BaooM)  Imd  reiortcd  lo  this  traos- 
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■ckDowLedged  by  all.  The,  Gonitiiution,  'bf 
stricting  the  Legislali^re  from  saapending  it,  ezc*pt 
irhea  id  cases  of  iavaaipn  or  rebeUion,  ibe  public 
ttfeiy  may  require  a  suspentioD,  had  rooogaiafld 
it  aa  a  'n'tit'of  tigbt,  and  oat  statutes  had'evtboi-- 
ized  eertttin  couru  and  magistraiea  to  Brant  it. 
It  liad  been,  indeed,  in  some  >  respects  doabtful 
where  the  aotiioricjt  to  issue  such  writs  was  lodg- 
ed. Wb^ihsr,  fer  iiMtaace,  the  Sapreme  Court, 
a  cireuit  court.'  or  t^e-  justices  of  tbe  Supreme 
Court,  oQi  of  to«ir  apprbpriate  circuits,,  had  that 
KUthoiitf ,  were  questions,  on  wbich  not  only  pn>- 
fesHOnal  men,  but  judges  tfaeasdrei,  had  dif- 
fered in  opinioo.  SbOie  imprOTeiAent^  perhaps^ 
migtit  be  suggested.  Althougl)  be  laiiMtited  thai 
thegoitlemaa  from  Delaware  bad  moved- tbesub- 
jcct  at  the  present  time,  while  jome  of  the  qnes- 
tioos  involve'd^n  it  were  under  tbe  considerslion 
of  the  judiciary,  aiid  thai  he  had  refefted,  In  ilia 
argument,  to  the  late  transactiouB  at  New  Orleans^ 
of  wifich  we  hare  not -sufficient  inforaiatioii  to 
form  a  satiofaBiory  judgmebt,  yet,  he  would  con- 
setti  to  refer  ibe  resolt^iion  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  for  the~)nirpose  of  canilderiDK  such  pro- 
positioos.as'that  gentlemau  might  oSsf  for  ibe 
amendment  of  the  law.  '  ■ 

Mr.  EiRLYi— Mr.  Speaker,  I  feel  very  much  at 
a  less  lo  discover  the  aorr;eeiDeM  of  the  conelusioai 
drawn  by  the  two  gen tlemett Tram  Virginia, '(Mr. 
Epfks  and  Mr.  Burwbll,)  froin  ibe  reaaqalng 
which  they  bare  used.  My  views  of  this  subject' 
are  in  part  the  »mtt  with  tbbjrs ;  but  ibbse  views 
will  lead  me  to  give,  a  vote  diieotly  the  reverse  of 
that  which  they  intend. 

The  ttkotion  to  refer  the  ttsalution  under  eon- 
aideiation  is  objectionable  wi'b  me,  because  of  the 
time  at  wbich.tl  ig-made.  The  resolution  itself 
was  laid  upon  the  table  upwards  of  a  veekalio-^ 
indeed^  tea  days  agB>.  And.opw  when  there  is  left 
but  a  very  short  space  ofthe'soasoD,'tfnd  the  House 
is  extremely  pressed  with'otber  boitness  highly  ne- 
cesur^  to  be  dona,  the  resolution  is  called  upj-aml 
a  motion  made  to  refef  it  to-the  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

No  gentleman,-  can  -believe  .that  the  subject 
can  be  matured-  and  a  law  passed  this  se^ion 
Indeed,  sir,  it  does  not  appear  that  the  honorable 
nUTer  himself  intended  that  .anything  defihitive 
should  be  done.  Oa  tbe  cootrary.  from  the  course 
he  has  thought  propee  to  pursue,  it  would  ap^r 
everyhow  probable  that  erep  bis  own  wishes  were 
otb^wise.  It  woald  appear,  sir,  that  he  had  in- 
tended from  the  beginning  to  use  the  occa&ion  its 
an  lostTumenl  by  which  an  impressioii  sbould  be 
ntade  upon  the  public  mind  unfavorable  tosome 
recent  tiaosactioni  at  New  Orleans.  Indeed, the 
genti^men  Jias  come  out. and  oji^nly  f[i'ven  to  the 
sutfject  tbat  direction.  And  this  oiroomstance 
forms  with  me  another  objection  to  the  motion 
for  a -reference.  Hang  itp  the  subject  until  the 
next  sessitfn,  add  what  must  ba  the  conelusioit  in 
the  public  mind  ?    Theanswer  is  iiresistible— that 


this  Hou^e  eniertaio  the  idea  that  the privilegeof 
habeas  corpus  has  bean  unneceNarily  infracted. 
What  foilowsl  That  fhe  recent  transactions  at 
'New  Qrleacs  were  not  demanded  by  an  imperious 
necessity,  a^d  of  course  ought  to  receive  the  in- 
dignant frownrof  the  nation.  Theagent  in  those 
transactions,  too,  must  in  the  mean  time  be  con- 
si|[ned,oyer  to  public  odium.  Now,' air,  I  take 
tbls  occa»oD  to  declare  my  most  decided  hostiltty 


procedure.     I  tri|]  ni 

calculated  lo'eivean  unfriendly  directioa 

to  the  public  mind,  when  we  ourselves  are  with* 
aim  tbat  inrormation  necessary  to  give  a  direction 
to  our  own.  I  will  pevet  consent  todeliver  up  a 
highly-responsible  public  funciionary  to  the  tor- 
ture, before  (bat  functionary  cd a  baveanoppot- 
(anity  lo  be  heard  ii\  his  own  justification,  in 
my  opibioD.  Mr.  Speaker,  ii  depends  upon  eveQia 
yet  to  be  developed,  whether  the  commands  of 
ihe  American  Army  has  deserved  execration,  or 
merited  applalise.  It  may  turn  out  that  his  coudnct 
is  witbont  excuse,  and  it  may  turn  out  that  it  has 
been  highly  mevitorions.  He.  may -have  acted  a 
part,  for  wbicb  he  should  sufibr  condign  puuish- 
uient,  and  he  may  have  acted  a  part  for  which  his 
memory  would  be  entitled  to  a  statue  of  gold. 

There  is,  with  me,  an oiher  objection  to  the  re- 
ference. The  motion^  timed  as  it  is,  and  accom- 
panied by  the  speech  we  have  this  day  heard  from 
the  honorable  mover,  has  a  suspicious  aspect  and 
influence  upon  certain  judicial  procedures,  depend- 
ing at  the  present  momeut  wilbio  the  walls  of  this 
building.  Is  4his  Hoiisc  willing  to  suffer  such 
manffiuvies  to  take  their  proposed  course,  and  to 
[l^du^e  tbeir  wished-for  effect?  Are  they  pre- 
pared to  interpose  the'weight  of  chrir  influence 
to  Ward  oS'  the  inQiciion  of  punbbment  upon 
tniiors,  bv  passing  sentence  of  coDdemnation  on 
acts  whicn  bsve'-piodaepd  their  arrest  and  con- 
finement 1  But  it  b  not  now  alone  that  this  per- 
nicious tendency  of  the  resolution  is  to  be  fell. 
Actions  for  damages  are  Mb  doubt  to  be  broi^ght 
against  the  Commander-in-chief.  Whether  the 
damages  which  lAay  be  recovered,  ought  or  ought 
not  to  b6  made  good' to  him  by' the  Governmeat, 
mu^t  depend  upon  circiim stances  yet  to  be  de- 
veloped. Tbat  be  has  violated  both  law  and  Con- 
stipation, is  not  denied.  But  whether  (here  existed 
ibat'.imperiouj  necessity  for  such  violation,  which 
alone  can,  justify  it,  and  give  him'  a  claim  upon 
the  Government  for  the  damages  lb  which  he  may 
be  subjectef  In  consequence  thereof,  can  only  be 
determined  Upon  a  f\]ll  view  of  all  circumstances. 
Here  presems  itself  another  strong  objection  to 
the  resolution.  Its  tendency  is  to  procure  now 
thHt-expressioa  of  opiciion  by  the  National  Legis- 
lature, m  relation  to  the  events  at  New  Orleans, 
vrhicb  will,  which  must,  raise  a  powerful  obstacle 
hereat^er,  against  a  remunerf  tion  of  any  damages 
tbat  may  be  recovered  against  the  Commander-in 
chief.  To  this  I  Mil  not  consent— against  it  I 
hqld  up  my  bands,  anil  enter  my  most  solemn  pro- 
test. There  is  stjil  a  farther  objection ;  the  ten- 
dency of  the  resolution,  if  addpled  by  the  Hoose^ 
wtU  be  to  influence  the  amount  of  damages  wbicb 
play  be  assessed.    Ve*,  sir,  it  will  be  viewedaa 
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die  «xpresNon  of  an  opinion  on  the  part  of  Cob- 
gren  asio  thedentRntaofihe  Bet  for  which  tema- 
gM  are  claimed.  The  eS«et  upon  the  mindi  of, 
a  jary  i»  eren  more  to  be  dreaded  than  thii  upon 
the  opinion  of  thejodg^s.  Who  is  there  that  csn- 
not  perceive  il*  fbtcel  Who  that  most  not  de- 
precate its  effect  t  If  it  i^onld  be  otOerred  that 
the  Teiolntibo  itself  MBOot  beopeiTto  all  the.fldi- 
jeetMDE  noir  urged  against  it,  let  it  be  reeeltected 
ttiat  the  hODOrabla  mover  has  uken  special  aare 
fD  giva  to  it  a  direction,  and  accompetiy  it  by 
eircumBtaDcee  which  mait  insure  to  it  the  opera- 
tion eomplaioed  of.  In  ordinafy  cases  there  etffi 
mo*t  certainly  be  no  objection  against  ad  inquiry 
ifter  defects  in  any  branch  of  lav,  iritha  view  to 
^  ai^licBlioB  of  sonae  remedy.-  Bat  -aucfa  is  not, 
u  I  apprehend,  the  state  of  the  present  ijaestioD. 
Admit,  for  argument's  sake,  that  a  defect  does  ei- 
iBtinibe  present  proTiiJQDG for securinglhe  habeas 
corpus  privilege,  can  an  adequate  remedy 'be  now 
applied?    It  cannot,  wekn'ow  it  cattBOt. 

BaljMr.  Speaker,  where  is  the  proof  that  the 
proriaions  now  in  force  are  not  sufficient  for  the 
■ecnrity  of  th«  perseo  ?  Have  you  any  evidence 
to  this  effect  1  If  yodhave,  I  am' ignorant  of  it. 
Are  not  the  courts  of  justice  *pen  T  Let  the  pet- 
•ons  injnred  resort  thither.  Irst  their  complaints 
Ite  laid  brfore  an  Americaif  jury.  Will  not  an 
adequate  redress  be  bad  there  ?  Are  the  people 
<rf'tbe  United  States  too  iosensibte  of  the  valne  of 
the  privilege  of  the  habeas  corpus  to  award  Sama- 
ces  p|roport)onate  to  the  iDJury  sustained  by  its  io- 
irsctionl  Or  is  it  that  gentlemen  suspect,  that 
the  individuals  who  have  been- arrested  weVe 
engaged  io  a  plot  eo  diabolical  that  a  jury  would, 
upon  a  view  of  the  whole  ground,  assess  damages 
too  ineonsideiabls  to-  comport  with  ibeir  wishes  7 
Is  it  for  this  reason  that  the  Am eriead' Congress 
area^ed  to  prejudge  the  case,  and  to  throw  their 
weight  into  the  scale  against  an  officer  who,  from 
eweything  that  yet  appears,  has  acted  fnmi  motives 
of  tnepnrestpatriotiBm?  'fbe  patthehad  topet- 
formwasone  of  the  most-arduous  ever  assigned 
to  the  lot  of  man.  Bfitrastedwiih  the  defence  of 
an  important  and'exiremely  remold  point,  where 
all  was  to  be  done  b^re  instructions  could  be'  re- 
ceived from  his  Government,  every  measure  Iras 
to  be  taken  by  his  owti  judgment  and  apon  faii 
own  reiponsibiliiy.  His  chaneA  of  information  a 
to  the  extent  of  the  dangerVas  extremely  limited, 
and,  so  far  as  facts  ha*«  come'to  Itght,  he  had 
powerful  reasQns  for  believing  that  the  conspiracy 
was  deeply  laid-^that'it -had  diffused  iteelf'erten- 
aivety  in  toe  very  bas6m  of  the  con nirv  against 
which  It  Was  directed,  and  that  it  would  be  sap- 
ported  by  a  military  force  far  mote  nnmerouetti^n 
any  he  had  at  command. 

Under  such  circumatnnets,  M>.  Speaker,  1  re- 
peat my  decided  hostility  both  to  the  resolntiob 
and  the  motion  -for  its'  refereDce.  And  I  agali 
repeal,  let  the  parties  complaining  to  have  Geei: 
injured,  resort  to  the  proper  sources  for  redress 
let  (hero  ^o  to  the  conns  of  justice.  Here  are  thi 
Constitutiooal  organs  for  determining  how^  far 
tb«  existing  legal  end  Constitutional  proTisions 
«u  adminiiter  redreas.    When  these  are,  in  the 


CoDstirational  raoda,  fonvd  defieiat,  Jt  will  tbek 
'--:  lime  sufficient  to  apjJy  (he  proper  remedy. 

Mr.  Bboom.— Mr.  Speaker,  1  coof^  ibat  the 
oppoution-which  this  resolntioo  has  met  witk 
-does  surprise  and  astonish  me,  and  more  especi- 
ally when  I  coonder  the  qterter  from  which  it 
comes.  That  thone  who  have  been  the  mow 
clamorous  about  the  rights  of  the  people,  who 
have  been  jealMis  in  the  Mttemeof  even  the  hw 
fnl  exerci^of  power,  who  have  asHnmad  to  them- 
selvea  almost  the  exolusiVeprivil^e  of  protecting 
our  rigUts,'  d>Duld-fiow  rnAse  eveu'  an  iaquitr 
whether  those  nghk  cannot  be  better  protected,  n 
to  me  a  problem  which  I  cannot  solve,  unless  1 
■appose  that  ikeae  were  prinoiirfes  and  professioni 
intended  only  for,  opposition,- but  never  as  the 
guide  of  admmistration.  But  When  the  princi- 
ple is  avowed  that  no  taws  shall  be  enacted  fin 
better  securing  our-persotiarrifffals;  and  that  no 
inquiry  even  on  the  subject  sbalT  he  made  at  this 
time-lest  il  migfet.  cast  a  censure  on  the  conduet 
of  BTi'offller  who  viidaied  themj  I  consider  it  my 
duly  to  protest  again^  it.  Sir,  is  it'  cone  to  this, 
ihat'when  the  Commandtr-in-chiefof  the  Army 
of  the  United  Biales  shall  torn  his  afms  against 
onr  Constitotional  rights,  that  we  shall  not  pro- 
vide, against  fnture  violations  for  fear  of  exciting 
B;prejudice  in  the  public  mind'  against  the  (A- 
cer7  Prcrt.rate.  indeed  must  be  gur' condition 
when  we  can  see  our  great  rights  of  personal  H^ 
erty  trampled  upon  hy  a -military  commander, 
and  be' deterred  Iron  '     ■  ■    ■       ■        • 


of  ditapprobation  of  the  past !  Fimt 
my  own' part,  1  deprecate  such  a  state  of-  things, 
and,  in  spite  of  party,  trttst  that  the  highest  lest^- 
laiive  body  of  a  free  people  will  not  be  foiniif  so 
UQfhiibful  to  themselves  and  their  coontryas  to 
gire  it  their  «anetion.  'But  why,'it  is' a^ed,  am 
I  thus  zealotis  far  the  rights  of  the  citizens? 
I  aivaigit,  not  the  motive  of  the  geotleman 
&om  Virginta  (Mr.  RppmJ  fbr  opposing  this 
rCsolDtion;  and,  without  a  wcFd  in  exptanatioll 
of  my  a*n^  I  wonld  be  Willing  that  the  piri>- 
lic  should  jadge  between  us'ot  our  motives  by 
oar  conduet.  '  Bat,  sit,'it  gives  me  pride  and  pfea- 
s«re-lo«VQw  my  liiptivea:  I  have  beheld  with 
'indignation  aad  horror,  citizens  of  the  United 
StKtes-  illegally  arrested,  denied  their  Con tti to- 
ti on al  privileges,  and  trao sported,  at  tlie  will  of 
a  n'ilitBiy  commander,  neBtty  (wo  tbansand 
miles,  -before  they  were  delivered  op  to  the  ctw- 
tAdy'^f  (he  law.  Instead  of  seeing  sDch  conduct 
mai'ked  with  abhorrence  I  found  (be  eosrdiaas  of 
the  people's  rl^ts  singing  prases  to  the  sacriRcea 
of  the  patriot  and  the  liooor'Df  the  soldier.  I  beheld 
these  victims  of  power-  delivered  orer  In  solemn 
pomp  to  the  ihinislers  of  justice,  that  they  might 
crown  with  law  the  ac'ls  of  tyranny  and  opprea- 
sjon.  When  IfoiiBd  these  violations  reputed 
and  even  aggravated;  when  I  beheld  a  cttizes 
of  the  United  States  arrested  a(  the  point  of  the 
bayonet,  W'thont  any  warrant  whatever;  imnris- 
ened  for  weeks  in  his  own  country ;  cut  off  nom 
all  intercourse  with  family  and  friends,  denied 
access  to  eonrta,  and  privilege  of  counsel,  and  do- 
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pwted  intd«r  military  eacort  from  New-  OtleBos 
to  Wiabin^Um,  withonl.  aaj  BocaMlina,  i  eon' 
adend  it  htgb  tiara  fgr  Congreu  to  pot  a  siopto 
■n  eril  wbteh  affected  ctte  ^igbia  of  the  whole 
coMUnuiutf,  and  Memed-iD  ackoewledge  do  lim- 
it*. IdidliopetbatMlwouId'lw  wniible  of  thew 
entiage^  and  iritb  hearty  zeal  proTide  by  efficient 
lBw»Mr  Ae  {H^TBDtioD- of  tbein  ia  future.  I  did 
flxpeet  that  lite  TLolaliom  oE  the.  Coutiiati anal 
vi^ls  of  aay  eiiizea,  howerer  meaa  and  abjest 
•bu  aitaatieit,  would,  ai  if  ws£  a.comiooQ  iniarest, 
ba  Bade  a  cottHnoa  eaiue.  With  ^ch  vjem  of 
this  oaac^  I  could  not  reeoaeile  it  to  uywlf  to  be 
*  aileot  qMctatoi.  It  is  a*l(ed  why  so  much  teit' 
■ibilUy  f4i  OHD  who  are  charged  with  lrea*oii 
againil  GoTemmeotl  I  aoawei,  that  it  ta  ao  ibaiH 
tar  bow  ififamaua  the  crima  or  how  hardeoed 
the  TiUaiBv~-<'bcQ'>'B>  'be  ri^bto  of.  panoiial 
libetTf  are  attacked  in  the  penoD  Of  iiuelt«SB«- 
4fln,  II  i*  a  side  blow  atmed  at  the  .whole  com- 
Monitri  which  Ihtty  will  v>d  ought  to  feel  <irott 
MiKiuy ;  add  whcoawi  the  prejudices  a^iiist  a 
«ritae  are  made  the  pretext  for  theille^l  oppres- 
aioD  of  the  perion  eWged,  the  attack  is  too  dan- 
gtnof-  to  be  trifled 'with;  and  I  comider  tbatlie 
w^oaa  withoat.aoBmin  look  npoa  such  vigla- 
tioiw  of  4ka  TighU  ef  others,  and  iadifle^ntly  fold- 
imgikm  aim,  cotttale  hiAuelf  that  it  ia  uot  hia 
OWB  caac,b  noi'wonbyof  the  chaiaeta- of  ao 
AmerioaB;  OE  the  priyileges  which  he  oijoys.  If 
thcM  mtB  are  guiltr  of  nessoa.  their.enrae  is  6i 
tha  blaekaet  kiod ;  <lepra¥«d  iaoMd  must  be  that^ 
heart  whioh  mq  Cooc^ts  tteascui  sgai^st  the 
Uoitcd  atata.  I  kavc  n&  cbaiity  for  the  crime, 
aadwitttallnyheartwtHildiHiiiiihit.  Bailcau- 
ttoteoDMpt  to  bleak  through  I^wi  and'eoattitBtuin 
topDfli«fatketrailor,mnchleMaDCwholRoalysn»- 
peeied-of  ITMMOD.  Now  let  maart  (eatleineB,  in 
my  inro,  why  they  iM  ao  uunsb  lennbilin;  about 
Oen.  Wilki<uoa,Bt>d  »a  little  aboat  tben^^btaof 
the  citizen?  Arft'they  afraid  that  the  Admiaiitra- 
•iea  wiil^iaipUeaMd  with  tbe  Oeneial,  orare  they 
indinant  at  ^r«n  the  smiMcioa  riist  the  pdwers 
tbatlii:  eavdo  wrong?  For  mysalf,  thouffb  I  am 
wiUiiW  to  repoee  all  jott  etfnfldsDce  in  [be  ofl^- 
«ers  of  our  Ooranment,  1  sm  not  «o  blinded  by 
«f  devotion  as'  to  be  williag  to  fall  down  in  the 
dat  aad  kin  the  feet  that  trample*  ob  t&e.  I  am 
■ot  pivpaTedLu  aurreiider  my  rights  at  the  foot 
■tool  w  tmaisterial  Or  mititaiy.  power;  neither 
am  I  willing  to  e«y  peaMi  ptec«l  when  I  see  tbe 
rtghiq  of  otters  iDTadad. 

The  gmdeoHut  from  Virginia  has.  thought 
proper  to  oenfratvlata  hie  on  my  edDversion  to 
■damaeiany,  and  to  eiprew  his  pteasare-that  my 
eyes  have  been  opened.  The  geolleoMn  would 
lun%doneweU  to  coDsiderbefore  this  compliment, 
in  what  sttnatioa  it  placed  kitn  ;  for- if  !  am  ad- 
Tveatiag  the  principles  of  democracy,  he  is  oppos- 
ing them ;  and,  if  my  eyes  wre  open,  his  must  be 
■hut,  1  wish  it  to  be  nndeiatood  that  I  am  aot 
wtroca ling  tbe  spaculBtiTe  abatract  rights  of  man, 
hot  good  old  CoDstitnlioaat  rightR,  such  ea  have 
•ccwed  the  cirit  libeKy  of  Ecglaad,  from  time 
immemoriid,  and  soelt  as  will  seeore  oar  own  *o 
leog  a*  we  ploBsato  pfsserre  them  inviolate }  and 


I  shall  nqt  be  deterred'  from  my  coime,  cTCn  kf 
the  charge  of  democracy— I  mean  here  do  disre- 
spect to  democracy,  snahas  it  ought  to  be  undei- 
■lOodf  but  only  lo  tbat  canting  kind  which  prom- 
ise* much,  and  pecformb  bnt  Tittle.  In  a  couatrr 
boasting  leei  of  democracy  than  our  own,  saen 
coaduci  as  we -have  witnessed,  would  hare  pro- 
dneed  tbe  most  daanroas  eoRrnlsions,  Sapaooe 
that,  in  England,  imhoai  any  suspeonon  of  Ae 
habeas  corpus,  His  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State, 
upoD  bis. own  warrant,  bad  caused  aay  foiluh 
subject  i«  be  seized  and  dnigged  to  tbe  Tower, 
and  there  denied  all  iqteroourse  with  friende  or 
counsel,  and  deuitd  the  privilege  of  habeas  cor- 
pas;  judging  from  the  temper  heretofore man^ 
MHted,  It  wmild  not  be  difficult  to  pronoonoe  the 
consequence.  Tbd  earfeved  passions  oY  the  mi^ 
titnde  eoold  be  appeased  with  nothing  bat  the 
Kstoratioo  j>f  tigh  ts  thus  .tm  wamntabl  y  snqwoded. 
Jt  is  alleged,  aa  if  in' JMiifleatioD  of  Oeaenl  Wil- 
'kinam's  aoBdoet,  that,  iwdre  ycw>  wo,  a  mem- 
ber now  of  this  Hone,  from,  reDasylrania,  waa 
arrested  npon  the  charge  of  being  eoocamed  in 
theWestein  idsurractiMi,  and  for  three  months 
the  writ  of  habeas  corps*.  Withont  in- 
terotiBing  thedenec  of  oeufare  which  ought  to 
attach  any  where,  1  mast  remark  that,  if,  in  troth, 
he'eoofd  not  obtain  the  writ,  his  case  afibrds  a 
aiitong^piaef  that  the  laws  are  defective,  end  oagbt 
to  be  Jemedied.  Whether  tiie  motives  of  G«B- 
eral  Wilkinson  be  good  or  bad)  it  is  not  now  n»- 
•essary  lo  inquire-  1  am  aot  movinrg  an  inquiry 
into  past  events,  in  ordei'  ti>  punish  those  who  have 
been  gnilty  of  vioLaiinf  our  law«.  -  I  am  merely 
askiag  that  we  should  inqnisi^  wtieltier  laws  ought 
to  be  eaaeted  vutre  cAetaally  to  punish  or  pra- 
vsat  then  in  Aware;  atid  I  tirge  it  as  tbe  strong 
est  reaeoB  for  such  an  ioijtiiEy,  that  existing  laws 
have  been  foun4,  hy  experience,,  insufficient  to 
prevent  nob  abuses  ;  and  I  eoDtend  that  the  pnn- 
uhment  already  provided,  is  by  no  means  adi^ 
quati  to  noJations  to  mss,  as  those  we  bava  lately 
witnaaied.  But  g«nUs«i«D  contend  that  we  db 
notkaow  whathevour  privile||«a  hare  beenabueed, 
until  we  bur  General  Wilkusoa's  Joatificaiioii. 
Sir,  we  ate  not.  indebted  for  ear  knowledge  to 
whisper  or  riwnor.  There  is  no  longer  any  room 
to  doulH  wbcthcF  oar  Co^stitnilooal  rights  have 
been  violated.  We  have  received  official  iaforat- 
atioD  of  the  facts,aDd  that  iofo^allon  is  recorded 
on  our  Journals.  The  Message  of  the  PresideM, 
of  the  2Sd  of  January,,  informs  Bs  that  two  pa^- 
son*  bave  been  seized  at  New  Orleans  bv  General 
Wilkinspa,  aud  embaited  for  potts  in  the  Atlair 
tio  Sutea,  and  pnfmises  that,  upon  their  arrival, 
they  shall  be  delitered  .over  to  the  custody  of  the 
Ikw.  Gaberal.  Wilkinson  states  that  Mr.  BoU- 
■■aa,  one  ef  the  person*  so  seized,  was  reqnirsi 
by  the  superior  eourt,  but  that  he  got  rid  of  thM 
alair  under  the  QBoal  liahilitv  for  Amagee.  Ano- 
tber'message  informs  ut  of  tneir  arrival  here,  and 
taken  to  hold  them  in  castodv. 
aying'ihai,  in  den- 
aaceof  theCbnstimtiDn  of  the  United  Statea,  pear- 
sons  have  been  seized  by  military  autfaMity  j  tbtt 
they  were  dUoanded  by  the  civil  aukorityi  tftM 
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the  military  refused  to  deliver  them  op ;  and  thai 
they  were  tiansported  under  mililary  gusid,  aad 
by  military  autbority  alone,  to  this  city,  aud  ihat 
here  tke  first  slept  weia  taken  to  put  them  into 
the  custody  of  the  Uw.  Is  it  po^ible  that  wecao 
akut  our  eyes  upon  these  traaiactions,  or  recon- 
cile it  to  ouTselres  to  become  the  mere  passive 
•peclBlorsof  this  violent  usucnatibn  of  power? 
What  excuse  can  any  man  TendM  to  his  country 
for  his  BUpineness,  in  case  of  the  commission  of 
fninre  violations?  Can  be  ^lead  bis  ignorsiMe 
of  what  is  officially  communicated  to  himl  Or 
can  he  say  he  iras  not  warned  of  the  daogeToas 
eODsequeoces  of  these  measures,  or  of  the  insnffi- 
cieney  of  the  laws  to  prevent  them  7  The  whole 
eouniry  know  the  fact,  and  deprecate  the  conee- 
quences,  and  they  know  alio  that  we  hare  re- 
ceived official  iaformatioD  of  them,  and  they  look 
to  us,  as  their  HeprescDtaiivet,  to  use  every  means 
in  OUT  power  to  prevent  the  recarreute  of  them. 
Can  any  mao  be  willing  that  his  right  to  personal 
Uherly  thill  depend  on  the  will  of  an  executive  or 
miliary  officer?  IF  he  can,  hs  doss  not  dmerve 
to  posiess  the  right,  and  is  well  represeuted  by 
those  who  refuse  to  proceol  it.  But  In  me.can- 
tiou  gentlemen  that  this  is  hoi  the  temper  of  the 
majority  of  the  nation,  and  Ihat  they  have  itot  to 
tu  sunk  into  apathy,  or  forgotten  their  I'igbtd'  oT 
personal  liberty,  as  to  aOpport  the  power  that 
opeuly  violates  them.  Let  gentlemen  beware 
how  far  they  rely  on  the  confidence  heretofore 
placed  in  tbem.  Upob  questions  of  policy  in  the 
administration'  of  Government,  the  people,  repos- 
ing confijlence  in  those  who  govern,  may  hot  give 
Ibemseives  moch  trouble  to  think  whether  tbey 
are  right  or  wroDg ;  hut  when  gteqt  ConstitutJAoal 
tightsate  invaded,  oppotition  arises,  not  from  mat- 
ter of  opinion  only,  but  a  national  feeling  inspired 
by  a  common  sense  of  danger;  and  if  such  inva- 
aion  is  made  by  those  in  whom  loo  much  eonfi- 
dence  )m  been  placed,  that  oppocition  will  be 
beisbtened  by  .resentment  and  indignation.  I 
wish  sen ilEmen  to  be  teniible  of  their  great  re- 
■piiDBibiliiy.  If  these  measures  had  been  pur- 
■ned  during  the  recess,  with  what  anxious  eyes 
would  the  nation  have  looked  fprvnrd  to  the 
meeting  of  Consresi,  The  Kxecqtife  standing 
alone  would,  as  thev  ought,  have  borne  all  the  r«- 
aponsibiliiji ;  but  when  all  branches  of  Qovern- 
inent  are  in  the  fnll  exercise  of  their .  functions, 
and  no  inquiry  is  biade,  or  notice  taken  of  it,  the 
people  can  hardly  believe  in'  tbe  extent  of  this 
lisurpation  of  power;  because^  to  believe  it,  they 
BLUst  impeach  the  fiddity.  of  their  Representa- 
tives. The  Constitutional  eheck  'o[  one  branch 
upon  another,  was  intended  to  prevent  the  unlaw-. 
Xul  exercise  of  power  by  either ;  but  if  Represent- 
atives cbn  content  themselves  with  officiallv  view- 
ing the  prostration  oftbe  Consttcuiiooal  rights  of 
the  citizen  at  the  nod  of  a  military  commander, 
and  can  see  with  indiSerence  the  faiirhest  Exeen- 
tive  BQthojiiv  availing  themselves  of  such  meaas 
to  procure  what  they  term  theend  of  justice,  these 
intended  checks  not  only  cease  to  be  salotaty,  but 
become- dangerous,  by  affording  only  a  false  seou- 
zi^.    In  speaking  of  probable  ioaiue  of  arrett,  I 


confined  my  observation*  to  the  case  of  Mr.  Alex- 
ander. I  have  seen  no  message  informing  us  of 
the  particulars  of  this  case,'but  it  is  said  that  thia 
genueman,  in  his  professional  character,  moved 
the  court  at  New  Orleans  for  a  writ  of  habeas 
corpus,  for  one  of  the  persons  arrested  by  military 
orders;  japaa  the  refusal  of  the  General  to  obey 
the  writ,  heeitfaer  moved,  or  was  about  to  msTe 
the  court  for  an  attachment  against  him,  and  waa 
lOoD  after  arretted  by  order  of  the  General,  and 
traiuported  to  Fort  McHenry.at  Baltimore ;  freik 
thence,  he  was  brought  to  tbi*  city,  and  taken  be- 
fore a  judge  of  the  Teiritory  of  ColuaibiB,  where 
he  was  informed  that  there  was  no  charge  against 
him  sufficient  ,to  warrant  his  arrest,  and  he  ivaa 
accordingly  discharged. 

'  I  now  put  it  to  the  candor  of  gentlemen  to  skj 
whether  m  this  case  therewas  any  probablecause 
of  arrest,  or'Arbether  the  same  outrage  m'i^ht  Dot 
bejjraciised  upon  any  other  eitteea  of  the  United 
Slates  upon  the  same  principle,  by  the  comrnxn- 
det  of  any  fort  or  garrison ;  aqd  I  will  a^  alao^ 
whether  ine  Chueral  might  not  as  well  have  seat 
him  to '  California,  or  Nooika  Sound  1  For  he 
was  not  charged  with  any  qffeace  opon  which  he 
was  liable  to  arrest.  If  we  have  Constitutioiial 
privileges,  we  most  be  always  ready  to  protect 
them;  and  if  the  ^iviteges  tiow  v4alated,  are  not 
worth  protecting,  Where  are  we.tomakte  lbs  stand? 
-^heo  we  tee  a  cancer  even  in  the  extremities  of 
the  body  politic,  we  mustapply  the  knife,  or  the 
cBiutic,  or  it  will  reach  the  viials.  .There  ought 
to.be  no  lemporising;  for  it  will  become  the  more 
inveterate  and . aon finned,,  the  longer  we  delay. 
Without  the  most  promlpl  atleniion  to  the  preeet- 
vaiion.af  our  privileges,  we  may  hare  the  form, 
but  we  «hall  not  long  have  the  substance  of.e  free 
Qovernrnqit;  and  of  all.  Governments,  I  think 
that  the  worst,  where  the.,iaund  of  liberty  snp- 
|riiettheplaceofthereality,aadathoutandpetty  ty- 
raoti  take  theller  tinder  the  eloak  of  republicamsm. 
This  reao.lution  ia  opp^ed  by  a  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  (Mr.  0[pwbi.l)  on  two  grounds. 
F.ifst,  that  we  must  necessarily  decide  on  the  in- 
nocence or  guilt  of  Qenerat  Wilkinson.  Second, 
that  the  laws  are.  Blready  sufficient.  With  re- 
spect to  the  first,  I  have  already  contended  that 
the  laws,  providing  only  for  future  eases,  will 
have  nd  retroactive  offecl.  I  woujd  be  sorr;f  to 
try  Geo^al  Wilkinson,  or  any  other  person,  with- 
out suffering  him  to  be  heard ;  but  we  know  from 
(lis  own  letters  that  the  laws  have  beec  violated, 
we  know  that  these  violations  seriously  affect  the 
dearest  rights  of  Ibe  citizen,  and  we  cannot  deny 
that  such  violations  ought  to  be  guarded  wainst 
by  efficient  Ib««.  These  tacts  then  are  sufficient 
to  Justify  an  inquiry,  whether  such  efficient  laws 
do  exist;  and  as  they  are  lacts  which  no  one  will 
deny,  it  cabnoi  injure  General  WilkiDsoo,  or  any 
other  person,  if  we  make  lawig  to  guard  against  the 
recurrence  of  them  in  future.  It  is  ^id  these  men 
could  not  be  tried  at  New  Qrleans;  it  is  not 
material  to  in  volVe  in  oor  discussion  this  question  y 
for  if  they  could  not  be  tried  they  might  hav« 
been  imprisoned  there,  uniilthey  were  transferred 
acGordiog  to  law  to  the  place  where  a  trial  could 
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be  hmd ;  but  it  can  nerer  be  justifiable  ID  a  military 
officer  to  Kizeanddeport  toBDV  pnrlof  theUniied 
Stales,  say  cilizea  whom  he  might  saapect  of  guilt. 
If  ii  were  admitted,  an  officer  might  carry  a  man 
from  placH  to  place  until  be  fouad  judges  and 
jarjea  disposed  to  coorict— the  CoDstiiatian  to 
the  contrary  Qoiwichstaoditig.  General  Wilkin- 
•on's  zeel  may  bftve  been  siocete  and  his  motiTes 
pore,  BDif  the  pressure  of  circumstances  such  as  to 
make  him  feel  jufetjGabte  in  his  conduct;  but,  sir, 
■wv  ne»eT  cbd  with  safety  eoirnst  such  unlin\itfd 
discretion  to  aiiy  miiriary  officer;  and  sQch  cou' 
duct,  however  innocent  the  motires,  ought  lo  be 
guarded  against  by  the  mo*t  severe  laws.  The 
second  ebjeciioit  of  th«  gen  tinman  from  Masaachn- 
setis  is,  that  the  laws  are  already  sufficient.'  They 
surely  tiave  not  bsen  effectual  to  prevent  the  abuse 
of  the  ptirilegei  of  habeas  corpus.  The  writ 
was  issued  at  New  OrleaQS,  and  Qeneral  Wilfcin- 
aon  in  open  conn  took  upon  himself  the  responsi- 
bility of  refusing  to  obey  it.  The  writ  was  issued 
•t  Cbitrlestoo,  and  Ihe  officer  refugeclto  o her  it, 
aod  the  militarr  continued  -in  possession  of  their 
prisoner  nntil  they  arrived  at  the  [dace  of  their 
destination.  The  people  of  Gng^land  never  c 
sidered  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  perfectly 
cure  until  it  was  strebgihenM  by  the  statute  of 
Cbarlea.  It  seems  generally  agre^  that  proviso 
iana  similar  ts  that  itatuie  woiild  be  useful ;  hut 
some  geoiJeoien  say  that  it  extends  to'  the  United 
States,  and  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylranra 
(Mr.  Smilib)  admits  that  if  it  does'  not  extend, 
limilar  provisioifs  onghtto  be  made.  Statutes 
declaratory  of  the  eoijimon  laware  soraelinies  re- 
eaved  in  o^r  cotiris;  but  I  believe  that  it  never 
was  eoaiidered  that  penal  statues  c6uld  extend 
without  exprew  Legislative  provision.  In  Del a- 
wttre,  FeDDsylTania,  and  New  York,  aqd  perhaps 
other  States,  laws  have  been  made  to  supply'tbe 
^OTisioDs  of  the  statute  of  Charles,  and  upoq  the 
principle  that  the  statute  did  not  extend.  If  these 
provisiotta  are  uaeful  and  there  could  be  a  doubt 
about  the  statute,  the  laWi  ofthetJailed  Bates 
ought  to  provide;  although  tbe  Ccftisiitulion  se- 
evea  the  privilege,  and  the  laws  auihoriadthe 
judges  to  grant  the  writ,  yet  withont  penalties, 
the  privilege  ia  too  liable  to  be  abused.  Ifsn 
^Bcer  rtfases  obedience,  to  the  writ  of  habeas 
corpus,  what  remedy  baa  the  injured  iMrtyt  Hi 
mOst  soe  for  false  imprisonment,  and  if  any  pre 

1'nlice  exists  agaiiHt  htm,  or  in  favor  of  the  omeet 
a  will  only  tecoter  nomioal  damages'.  The 
gcoilemaa  from  Virffinia  (Mr.  Ei-peb)  arows, 
that,  if  he  was  on  the  jury,  he  would  give  no 
damages,  if  he  was  convinced  the  officer  acted 
with  honest  intentions ;  and  we  can  well  conceive 
such  prejudice  to  exist  against  a  man  charged 
with  a  heinous  ofience,  as  wooM  prevent  fain) 
from  reoovering  real  damages;  for  the  abhorrence 
of  the  Crime  ia  often  transferred  to  the  party 
aceneed. 

When  iljega)  conduct  is  committed  under  color 
of  authority,  the  whole  community  is  affected, 
and  an  atonement  ought  to  be  made  lo  society  as 
well  aa  to  the  in^vtiUial.    - 

The  remedy  for  false  ttDprisonment  should  stilt 


exist  ^  but  the  officer  should  besubjectto  a  penalty 
not  to  be  assessed  at  the  discretion  of  the  jury, 
but  to  be  fixed  by  law.  The  officer  should  also, 
having  abused  his  power,  be  forever  disqualified 
front  holding  any  plad'e  ef  profit,  honor,  or  tfusl. 
under  the  TJ-nited  States..  By  this  no  man  woUla 
be  depriyed  of  a  trial  by  jury,  because  the  penally 
and  disqualification  should  only  attach  ^upon  be- 
ing fooBd-  guilty  by  a  verdict  ol  a  jury.  '  It  is  ob- 
jected by  the  gentleman  from  Oeorgia(MrB*BtY) 
that  this'  resolution  was  not  broueht  forward  i|t 
due  time.  To  this  1  answer  that  the  events  thM 
have  given  rise  lo  it-are  of  recent  orisin.  The- 
geotleviaD  also  objects  that  we  should  be  obliged 
to  call  On  the  President  for  information.  IF  he^ 
is  afraid  of  such  information,  it  surely  furnishes 
some  reasoit  to  suspect  that  there  ia  aomething 
rotten.  '  I  do  not  chwge  the  Executive  With  the 
conduct  of  General  Wilkinson;  ibe  share  of  re- 
sponaibilily  which  may  belong/to  that  quarter 
depends  on  circumstances  with  which'we  ar«- 
probably  unacqaaioled  and  the  course  i^bich  they 
may  hereafter  pnraae. 

Mr.  Jackson  had  hoped  that  the  geiftteman 
from  Delaware  would  have  contented,  bihiself 
with  professing  his  retard  for  the  rights  of  the 
citizen,  and  Dot  iroubleo  the  Mouse  with  the  long 
speech  which  he  bad  delivered  on  the  occasion. 
Mr.  J.  said  it  gave  hjm  alarm  to  dnd  suchaym- 
^tbyfoi  men  guilty  of  the  most  atiociouscrimes. 
TretBDU  in  some' ooui>tr  lea  maybe  an  act  of  tnag- 
naoitnityj  but  here  it  is  the  worst  of  all  crimes, 
because  il  aims- at  the  deslrUetioQ  -  of  the  best 
Gpvernment  and  the  happiest  itsie  of  society  in 
the  world. 

Mr.  J:  deprectitcd  legislating  from  the  impulse 
of  the  moment.    It  had  pro  red  the  bane  or  that 

KtlY  under  w^ose  banners  the  gentleman  from 
ilaware  iBBTthalled  htmaelf.  Ifa  man  ventured 
to  expose  the  eondoci  of  the  then  existing  Admin- 
istration, heweste.be  gagged  with  the  sedition 
law;  if  he  failed  )n  showing  the  due  respect  to 
the  ruling  powers,  he  was  to  be  transported  by 
the  alien  act!     ' 

Mr.  J.  conceived  that  the  privileges  of -the  writ 
of  habeas  corpus-  were  amply  secured  by  the 
Constitution,  in  authority  paramount  lo  any  act 
of  the  Legislature.  It  was  in  his  opinion  so 
guarded  as  even-  to   eifdanger  the  acquittal  of 


Mr.  /.'proceeded  to  observe  that  if  any  officer 
will  violate  tbe  CoDstiiottao  andtake  the  respon- 
sibility, it  is  in  vain  to  make  laws  in  order  to  pre' 
vent  it.  But  were  there  no  circnmsiances  to  jus- 
tify WilkioBon  1  He  saw  treason  lurking nn  every 
side.  There  are  eases  in  which  necessity  affords 
a  complete  palliation.  The  Preaideni't  Message 
does  not  confirm  the  declaration  of  the  gentleman 
from  Delaware,  that  there  were  no  grounds  for  a 
charge  against  Alexander.  [Mr.  J.  here  read  Wil- 
kioson's  affidavit  ]  Does  it  not  show  that  (hey 
•re  all  linked  together  1  'Wilkinson  believed,  and 
no  donbt  justly,  that  these  persons  eonld  not  be 
-safely  iinprisoaed  at  New  Orleans.  When  it  ap- 
peared that  the  judges,  at  least  one  of  them,  was 
desirous  not  to  oppose  the  treason,  it  would  have 
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■been  mulDea  in  the  exireuie  to  have  left  the  trai- 
4ora  tbere,  aod  especially  when  ii  was  expeoied 
-that  Burr   would  soon  arrive  .with   a   powerful 

The  relief  for  abuses  -of  the  writ  of  habeas 
^mrpus  is  in  trial  by  jury.  This  i&  ihe  beit  relief^ 
Cut  tlje  violator  is  al«)  liable  to  impeachment, 
mod  is  ameoable  tp  (he  OoTeroiueiit. .  The  ouc- 
nges  apakwi  qf  bare  a  remedv — the  privilege  of 
the  wnt  is  amply  secured ;  if  itie  ConsLittiiioa  has 
beeo  broken,  a  law  would  also  have  been  broken 
in  the  same  circumsuacea:  ^r.  J.  then  conclu- 
ded by  announcing^  his  deteroii nation  to  vote 
against  the  reference  of  the  resolution-  . 

Several  members  were  risiag  to  speck,  when 
ID  adJonrDmeoi  was  moved  andcarried^yeas  60. 

Wedhesdav,  February  18. 

Mr,  P&sKii,  from  the  committee  appoinled^an 
(he  ninth  insuQt,  "to  inquire  whether  any,  and, 
if  any,  what,  altentione  ought  to  be  made  in  the. 
laws  fixing  the  salaries  sf  the  Secretaries  ^nd 
Judges  of  the  Indiana,  Louisiana,  sod  Hichigan 
Territories,"  .prexenled,  according  to  order,  a  nill 
tllowing  an  additional  coimieQBatiii>n  to  the  Sec- 
letarie^  and  Jadgea  of  the  Territories  of  Indiana, 
Louisiana,  and  Michit^n;  which  was  read  twice 
and  committed  to  a  Cornmitle«  of  the  Whole  on 
Friday  next.  - 

Mf.  £ablt,  from  the  Commi^iee  of  .Coaataerce 
»nd  Manufactures,  who  w««  io«tnicted'by;B  i«»- 
olutioo  oftbaHoose.of  the  iweatiMb  ultimo,  "to 
inquire  into  the  enediency  of  pijoridiog',  by  law, 
tow  far  owners  Dt  ships  shall  be  answerable  for 
the  nets  of  the  master  and  muiBer."  made  a,-^- 
Bort  thereon  i  which  was  resd  ana  considered : 
WbereupQn, 

Retolvcd,  That  the  itirther  coosidaration  of  the 
niolution  directing  an  inqatry  "  into  the  expedi- 
•neit  of  providing  Cy  lew  how  far  owners  of  ahip 
^aU  ba  aaiweatole  for  the  acta  of  the  master  and 
naaiin»,"  be  poatponed  iitdefinilthf. 

Mr.  HoLMEa,  from  the  Committee  of  Claimi 
preeeiated  a  bill  authorizing  the  oeUleqeDt  of  ac 
counts  between  the  United  Stales  and  William 
Eaton ;  which  was  read  twice  and  oonamitted  tc 
«  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

An  engrosaed  reaolutioit,  in  the  form  of  a  joini 
resolntion  of  the  two  Hoiues,  "to  pablUb  the  re- 
port and  ehait  of  the  survey  of  the  coant  of  JNorlh 
Carolina,"  was  read  the  third  time  and  faascd. 

IHPOBTATION  OF  StAVES. 

The  House- proceeded  to  eon  rider  their  nintll 
amendment,  disagreed  to  bv  the  Senate,  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  prohibit  the  importatioB 
of  slaves  into  %af  port  or  place  within  the  jnns- 
diction  of  the  United  States,  from  and  after  the 
firal  day  of  Januu-r,  io  Ibe  year  of  our  Lord 
laOfl." 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  moved  that  the  Houae 
iesist  on  their  amendimnl.    The  bill  withoot  the 
tmendment  wouhl  provide  that  no  n^ttwa^hsll  be 
transported  from  one  Slate  to  another  to  be  sold 
Itald  in  service. 


n  ofMr.  D.R.WiLLuifs  wulon— 


The  I 

Mr.  Obbgo  moved  that  the  Houae  repede  fron 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  spoke  at  some  length agmjnat 
recedioe.  If  the  bill  passed  without  Aeamend- 
Re  Southern  people  would  ^ei  the  law  at 
deQance.  Me  would  hegiji  the  example.  H« 
would  £0  with  hfs  own  slaves,  and  b«  a|  the  ex- 
pense of  asaertipg  (he  rights  of  slaveholders.  The 
next  step  woald.  be  to  forbid  the,  ahveholdei  hiai- 
self  going  from  one  StaK  to  another^  This  biU, 
without  the.  amendment,  was  worae  than  the  or 
action  of  ship  money.  The  proprietor  of  aaared 
and  cbarterea  rights  is  prevenlal.  the  Conalilu- 
tiooal  use  of  his  properly.  Mr.  R.  ealled  for  the 
yeas  and  navs. 

Messrs.  Mabion,  J.  Clat,  Alaton,  and  Samlt, 
apoke  Bgainil  reeding. 

Mi.'Gbeqq  withdrew  his  taeiien,  and  the  Houte 
recoDsjdeted  iheir  vote  en  insistmg,  atid  deter- 
mined to  insist  on  their  amemlment.  A  commitr 
leeofcoaferepce,  composed  of  five  uembera,  war 
ordered  to,  be  appointai. 

A  inesaage  from  the  Seiiaie  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  conference  dB- 
sired  by  tiiis  Houae,  on  the  subject- ina tier  of  the 
amcbdoient  depending  between  the  two  Hooaes 
to  the  bill,  eniiiled  "  An  act  to  prohibit  the  impor- 
tation of  slaves  into  any  portor  place  within  ibe 
jurisdiation  of  the  United  Sl«tes,  from  and  afcea 
the  tiu  day.  of  January,  in  the  year  of  out  Ii0t4 
ISOS,"  and  have  appaiaied  managers  on  their  put. 
WRIT  .OF  HABEAS  GOBPUS 

The-  Hease  resumed  -the  cooBidetetian  of  the 
motion  «f  Ht.^ook,  depending  yeatnday  at  the 
time  of  adj.oummeDt.    . 

Mr<  Blliot.^Mt.  Speaker,  I  nuule  several  ef- 
forts, sir,  duiing  the  disc uaaion  of  yestsrijay,  to  be- 
come entitled  to  the  privilege  -of  addressing  yoai- 
kH  aad  th«  HoUBC^  upon  the  present  question,  in 
which  1  was  nofonnnalely  disappointed.  Had  I 
succeeded,  ay  remarks  would  nave  been  vevf 
lioDcise,  and  I  feel  no  dispoaiiiaa  even  now  to 
render  them  tedious.  I  shall  take  oecaston,  how- 
ever, at  the  otitaet,  to  declare  that  I  experieuoe 
none  of  that  fastidious  delicacy  with  which  the 
minds  of  Botne  gentlemen  appear  to  be  impressed, 
in  relation  to  this  motion.  I  have  no  ambitian  to 
be  considered  one  of  thtwe  ''ailby,  dndciag  obaor- 
vants,  who  trim  their  duties  nicely."  on  a  qaea- 
titm  of  this  character,  on  a  rabjeet  of  this  magni- 
tnde;  nor  do  I  discover  that  profonnd  dark&eas 
whitb  the  gentleman  from  Qeorgia  (Mr.  Bably) 
has  described.  I  grope  hi  no  glnon.  All  ia  light 
and  luminous  around  me.  The  path  ia  plain. 
The  way  ia  clear,  a^d  environed  with  no  diffi- 
culties. ^  , 

Oentlemen  have  generally  been  di^meed.  and  I 
think  with  propriety,  to  consider  the  subject  ia 
two  points  .of  view.  First,  to  examine  ihe  meriia 
of  the  proposed  reaolution  upon  geoer^  principles, 
■bsiraoied  from  all  connexian  with  events  that 
have  occurred, -either  recent  or  distant  Sec- 
ondly, to  consider  the  propriety  of  ezercitiag  tbe 
supreme  legiilativff  power,  to  fraclods  the  r«- 
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cuTTence  of  ereota  which  hare  -ueriSctd  Tor  s 
time  '-the hol^  atlribuu*  of  ibe  Qonatilutioo,"  cp 
borrow  the  lao^usge  of  the  gfe&t  violator  of  the 
Coastitutioa  himself,  at  Ibe  shrine  of  niiliiarf 

UpoB  the  firai  poioL  gentlemea  who  h&T»  ex- 
pressed their  s«itiiaeDts,  hare  been  unaaimova, 
or.oearlv  so,  in  dectuiog  thai  la^  proTislons  of 
the  kiad  now  coDtempUled  ought  to  be  made,  at 
a  praper  time,  if  those  now  existing  are  insuS- 
citnt  aod  inoperative.  Those  whoharc  told  o* 
that  th«  British  BUtutes  upon  the  subject  of  the 
writ  of  babas  corpus  are  4a  forqe  in  ihe  United 
Statet,  or  eren  .Ihat  it  is  ilouhtTul  whether  thef 
are  so  or  not,  heed  not  have  told  us  ihat  thejr  are 
not  professional  men  ;  Jt  was  a  work  of  superero- 
gation. No  piofewional  man  could  for  a  inomeot 
enteitain  ibe  idea  that  the  itataies  of  Great  Brit- 
aio  are  lawaof  tba  Uniud  States.  The  queation 
maf- be.coiieidert(i  aa  undetermined,  whether  the 
commoit  law  of  England,  or  anv  part  it,  which 
has  not  been  express^  recof^nised  br  our  ConstL- 
tutioa  .and  statutes^  is  law  in  ^he  United  States, 
considered  in  their  fedeul  character ;  it  ia  al  least 
well  known  that  ujwn  that  quesiion.a  UDaaimous 
opiakm  does  not  extat  in  the  first  judicial  tribunal 
of  our  country.  For  one,  1  do  not  believe,  that 
the  Uoiied  States,  ^-  the  United  Slates,  natsess 
aajr  code  of  eommon'  law..  I  know  of  no  laws  of 
iha  'UajOD'  but  ihe  Ciwstitailon  and  jxatutes. 
Tliftt  Coostttwtidn  and  those  statutes  have  raceg-. 
nlaed,  or  rathA  referred  toeertain  portioiu  of  the 
conmoo  Jaw.  aDd.ptrlicolu'ly  to  certain  teclini' 
eal  commoD'  law  Mrios  aad  ritlaa,  as  rules  of  prac- 
tice in  th«  federal  courts  ^  and  befoad  those  the 
CoartB  have  cammoa  laW  power*.  At  all  eTents 
we  have  not.  adopted  any  of  the  British  statuie*,- 
and  patticBlarl;,  aod  by -mere  ioipli 


doclrilte  is  too  absurd  to  be  couDtenaaeed,  upon 
serious  tdectioa,  by  any  man  of  commoil  dis- 
cornment.  Ihe  Constitution  has  declared  that 
"the  privilege  of  tha  writ  of  habeas  corpus  shqll 


Bui  neithe£  the  ConsiituUon  oor  your  laws  have 
raad&it  a  positive  duty  of  the  courts  to 'issue- the 
writ  in  any  particular  case;  still  lest  Jiave  they 
seeured  the  performance  of  that  duty  by  any 
paoal  sanctions.  Can  it  then  ba  improper  to 
pioride  means  to  coerce  the  courts  and  Officers  of 
the  Uniietl  Slatcf  iathi*  jkartisular,  and  to  laalve 
to  all  ibe  ctliiKDs,  at  all  times  and  under  all  cir- 
cuKittaaccs,  such  an  invaluable  CoitstitutioDal 
privil^el  Very  few  will  deny  or  doubt  the 
proprioty  of  the  neasora.  But.  many  wiU.wy 
that  it  is  ill  timed,  and  the  queation  ot  time  nat- 
uilly  introduce*  as  to  tba  secmd  scene  ot  dii- 


It  ia  said  that  it  is  improper. at  the  present 
period  to  agitate  the  question  now  under  coa- 
sideratioQ.  In  my  apnrahension  tha  objection  is  a 
very  strange  one.     The  ConstitutioB   has  just 


been  violated  by  tba  commander  of  your  army 
vtoUtad  et  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  and  in  more 
lluui  one.  or  two  of  it*  moit  eweatial  aitictci. 


In  addition  to  the  -eelebrated  part  of  that  instru- 
ment which  prohibits  the  suspeasion  of  Ihe  habeas 
corpus,  except  by  the  supreme  civil  power,  in  crises 
of  great  national  danger,  several  ofthoie  amead*- 
lory  articles  whieh  peculiarly  seoura  (ha  rights  of 
the  eittzeo,  aod  the  adoption  of  which,  os  that 
aceonot,  were  oecessaiy  to  reeoneite  the  majority 
ot  the  people  to  the  original  Consiiiutien  itself, 
have  bMa  disregarded  and  derided  by  a  militair 
ebiaftRJti.  I  allude  to  the  following  articles.  aU 
of  which  bsve  been  riobted  in  most  of  inetr 
easential  provisions: 

"Ait.  4.  The  right  of  the  paopte  to  be  secure  in 
theii  peraoaa,  homes,  papers  and  e&cts,  sigainst  uji- 
reuooable  sesrcWs  and  seizures,  shnll  not  be  violated ; 
and  no  .wawaots  ahaU  iasue,  but  upon  probeUe  cause, 
■nppoTted  bj  oalb  or  affitmatioD,  and  particnlailj  de- 
scribing tbe  plaM  to  be  -searched,  and  6m  peiscns  or 
things  to  be  seised. 

"  AaT.  G.  N»  perwHi  shall  be  beU  to  answer.  ^  « 
capilsit  or  otherwise  inlkinoas  crime,  nnles*  upon  a 
preiCDtnlent  6t  indictmeat  d£  a  grand  jury,  except  in 
eases  arising  in  the  land  or  naval  fijices,  or  in  the  mil- 
itia Vrben  in  actusl  service.' in  time  of  war  or  public 
dinger  ;  noi  shall  any  person  be  subject  for  the  same 
offence  to  be  twice  put  in  jeopudy  of  life  or  limb;  nor 
shall  be  compelled  in  any  criiDinal  caM  to  be  a  witness 
agCuni  tuDuelf,  nai  be  deprived  of  life,  liber^,  or  pro- 
perty, wtthont  due  -  piOcen  of  law ;  nor  ■ball  private 
property  be'  taken  for  pubHc  aee  wMteiit  jest  ceea- 


"Abt.*.  In  el 


shall  enjoy -the  right  te  *  ^eed^  aad  ptiiie  trial,  by  an 
'   ipaitial  jwy.of  the  State  aad  ditlriet  vrhenln  the 


be  confronted  with  lb»wiuiessae  against  UnL;  to  luMe 
cmnpubory  prooees  for  obtaining  witneaess  in  hisftvor, 
and  to  have  the- assistance  ofcounsel  in  his  defanoe." 

Il  is  obvious  that  most  xif  the  ptivilegasintaBd- 
ed  lo  be  secured,  by  these  article*  14  oor  cituwDe 
have  recently  bean  dented  to  some  of  tbam,  at  the 
poinL«f  ibe  bayonet,  and  under  citeilmstuces  of 
pecniiar  vioiience.    It  may,  indeed,  be  said  that 
the  privilege  of  tba  writ  ot  habtaa  fcrpua  was 
not  denied  in  the  first  instance;  that  it  oould  not 
be  said  to  be  tii«peAd«d  nntil  the  injured  persons 
wei^e  placed  in  a  siiaatioB  which  antitlod  then  to 
demand  it  froui  the  judicial  power  of  their  coun- 
try.   It  is  trne  that  DoLf  ithslanding  tRtrronna 
tOmi  Ugea,  althoogh  the  laws  were  silAnt  amid 
the  thdindar  of  arms,  aad  although  a  thousand 
terrors  boverad  around  those  who  dared  to  exer- 
cise their  profestional  dgtie*  in  support  of  the 
Constitntiooal.  rights  of  the  cilizeh^  a  writ  of 
haheu  corpm  was  claimed  and  obtained ;  and  I 
had  suppoMd  that  the  very  singular  return  whioh 
is  said  to  have  been  made  to  de  writ  was  placed 
on  our  official  filet.    On  seafching  them,  how- 
ever, 1  do  iHi  disoover  it ;  but  it  has  betin  pub- 
lished in  all  the  newspaperiL  and  a  copy  of  tl  is 
now  before  me,  whiok  I  will  readi 
-"The  aadsMigiMil.  ecaiMtttdiiig  Ae  -Amy  id  Ibe 
.......      -  kM  on  hfaneelf  all  respanaibiUir  bi 

Brick  BoUman,  on  a  «arga  ef  mie- 
the  United  Siaiea,  and  bat 
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•doptfil  meaniFM  for  bis  utb  delivery  to  tha  ExecU' 
tiie  of  the  United  Sutn.  It  wu  after  WTenl  con- 
•ultotionB  with  the  QoTernor  anil  two  of  the  jaigtt  of 
thia  Tarntoij  tb&t  tha  aadenigiied  hu  huarded  this 
ftep  for  ti»  natioD*!  wfety,  menaoed  to  ita  bwe  by  a 
lawleaa  band  of  traitora,  aaaociatod  andet  Aaion  Bbr, 
whoae  accomplicce  are  exMnded  from  New  Y^i  te 
■hi*  <iqr.  No  nan  c«n  bold  in  bi^at  revarence  the 
ctTil  inatilntumi  of  hia  eonntc;  tban  the  nndwvgaad, 
•ud  it  ia  to  maintain  and  perpataate  the  kalj  altiibutoa 
of  the  Constttution  igainit  the  uplifted  lund  of  no- 
lenca  t^t  be  has  interposed  the  force  of  arnu  in  a  mo- 
meut  of  catrens  peril,  to  wize  upon  -  Bollman,  aa  be 
irill  upon  all  otben,  witboat  regard  to  atanding  or  ita- 
tion,  against  whom  latisfactory  proob  tatj  arise  of  a 
participation  in  the  lawleaa  coinbinstiim. 

"JAMES  WILKINSON. 
"  HiiD<iUABTKna  Auii  or  tbi  U.  8., 
"  Ntu  Orltatu." 

Here  is  a  return,  not  of  obedience  lo  the  liwa, 
mnd  hiDb  reTMenee  Tor  civil  in >ti lotion;,  bat  of 
disobedienee  and  ckfltnce.  Tbe  Conititutioa  is 
Tiolated  in  order  to  preserve  it  iariolatel  Pros- 
trated in  (be  du9t  by  military  power,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  ^aiateiaing  and  perpetuatiag  tti  boly 
attributes.  And  wnat  great  natioaal  object  was 
to  be  accompKEhed  hy  sucti  extmoidiDary  meaa  ■ 
VKsl  What  necessity  could  exist  ofsaxing  ona 
or  two  wanderinE  conspiraiorv,  and  irsnsporting 
them  fifteen  hundred  or  two  thousand  miles  from 
the  Constitutional  soeae  of  iaqaiaitiao  and  trial, 
to  place  ibem  particularly  under  the  eya  of  the 
National  QoTernmeni,  wnen,  if  the  opinion  oC 
the  officer  himself  was  cdrreei,  it  would  immedi 
ately  become  the  duty  of  that  QoTemment  t 
■nffer  them  to  go  at  large?  In  Tega'rd  to  one  of 
them,  the  General  was  uncertain  whether  he  had 
comroitted  a  major  or  a  minor  crimej  and  the 
other  he  explicitly  pronounces,  as  we  learn  from 
our  official  documenis,  guilty  of  rajsprision  of  trea- 
ion,  at  all  eTcnis  a  bailable  OSence.  He  says, 
'from'ihe  docnmenta  in  my  poesegsion  and  tne 
'  seTeral  communications,  rerbal  as  well  as  wrii- 
'  ten,fromtbesaidD[.KrickBallmaQ,  on  thissub- 
'  ject,'  1  feet  do  hesitation  in  declirins;,  under  the 
'aolemn  obli^tion  of  an  oaih,  thstbe  ha»cum- 
'  mitted  misprision  of  treason  against  the  United 
'  States."  Surely  it  ia  desirable  to  provide  Kgainsi 
the  recDtreuee  of  scene*  of  this  description.  Or 
aba  11  it  be  admitted  that  the  whim,  the  caprice, 
the  paation,  or  the  ambitioa  of  a  martial  chief, 
mav  Bupersedvat  will  the  most  important  checks 
and  saFegtiards  of  the  Consiitution  1 

Bnt  on  this  occasion  the  locsia  of  parly  is 
sounded,  and  around  the  banners  of  parly  we 
must  rally,  or  sobject  ourselves  to  new  dennncia- 
tion. '  lam  not  the  champion  nf  democracy,  of 
federalism,  or  of  any  man  or  set  of  men  ;  hut  I 
am,  what  eTerV  member  of  ibis  House  is  bound 
by  nis  oath  tu  be,  the  champioD  of  the  Constitu- 
tion of  my  country — a  Constitution  unnecessarily 
assailed  and  rudely  violated.  Whik  that  proud 
edifice  shall  occupy  ii«  present  situation,  I-will 
place  myself  before  its'  walls,  and  face  the  foe, 
whether  that  foe  shall  be  a  Burr  or  any  other  mil- 
itary nsurpet ;  1  will  lean  tgainst  its  noUe  pUlars, 


and,  if  it  be  destined  to  sink  beneath  the  sfaoek. 
perish  amid  the  sablime  ruin  I  On  a  queiiioii 
like  the  present,  the  minor  interests  of  ptrrty 
ihonld  sleep.  At  any  ra.le,  it  must  be  aospecled 
that  there  ia  a  snake  in  the  grass— Ia*et  an^iiln 
herba — a  secret  spirit  of  dissatisfaction  with  the 
Hdministration  of  the  National  Oovernment  must 
be  supposed  to  exist  and  to  opervle.  Why  so  7 
Has  the  Goreroment  avowed  its  approbation  of 
its  mHiiary  chief?  For  me,  I  acquit  tbe  Admin- 
istration.  The  General  has  taken  upon  himsetf 
the  respoosibilit]:  attached  to  his  coiiduct,  and 
upon  his  shoulders  let 'it  rest.  It  is  time,  how- 
fever,  to  be  expllciinpoQ  ibia  subject.  I  concede 
to  the  Administration  integrity  and  general  abili- 
ty, but  do  not  agree  to  the  ascripliq^n  to  it  of  that 
infallibility  and  perfection,  the  belief  of  Which 
eonstiiutes,  at  tbe  presen.'  moment,  the  criterion 
of  exclusive  republicanism.  In  truth,  I  have 
beard  so«nuch  of  the  virtue,  the  patriotism,  dnd 
the  perfect  wisdom  of  the  present  Administra- 
tion,lhat,I  am  not  anxious  to  hear  much  ipore 
upon  the  subject.  As  I  sorrouud  myself  with  no 
equiVocatioQs,  as  I  envelop  myself  with  ho  dia- 
gflises,  I  openly  and  frankly  declare  that  I  am  be- 
coming a  little  sceptical.  It  maybe  as  danger* 
oua  to  wander  in  the  wilds  of  political  as  in  (hose 
of  religious  scepticism,  but  I  mtist  lake  the  course 
pointed  out  by  duty,  and  risk  tbe  consequences. 

We  must  at  learl  be  suspected  of  being  envioua 
of  the  fame  or  hostile  to  ibe  character  of  OenetaL 
Wilkinson.  To  that  officer  I  have  once' stood  in 
the  relation  in  (rhieh'a  soldier  stands  to  his  Gcq- 
eral ;  in.lbat  siinition  I  was  his  friend,  and  even 
his  partisan ;  and  I  have  always  considered  him 
as  possessing  conaiderable  military  merit.  I  will 
admit,  also,  thai  in  the  present  instance  he  has 
acted  without  corruption,  and  has  only  been  more 
rash  and  arbritary  in  bis  conduct,  than  a  men  of 
more  prudence  and  reflection  would  have  been. 
Bnt  I  think  I  have  heard  a  hint  that  it  may  fum 
out  he  is  entitled  to  a  statue  of  gold.  Lei  me 
forewarn  gentlemei»  not  to  commit  themselves  is 
favor  of  such  a  proposition.  Let  them  wait  the 
course  of  events,  and  prepare  themselves  for  dis- 
closurn,  which,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  will  con- 
vince every  one  that  such  a  measure  would  at  leaat 
be  extremely  improper.  Whatever  rumors  may 
have  reached  us  this  mornilg  from  the  Western 
world,  I  should  bave  held  a  very  decided  language 
updo  this  subject  yesterdav.  If  there  fs  to  he  a 
golden  staine  in  the  esse,  1  should  prefer  giving  it 
to  lhe  gentlenian  from  Delaware,  who  baa  drawn 
our  attention  to  tbe  present  subject  ot  discossioii ; 
as  lhe  agitaior,  however,  of  a  subject,  the  agita- 
tion of  which  was  extremely  desirsDle,  and,  in  my 
apprehension,'  indispeosahly  necessary,  he  is  un- 
doubtedly sufficiently  rewarded  by  the  eonscioua- 
nessofhavingperformed  what  hedeemed  his  duty. 
Again  and  again  I  warn  gentlemen  to  abandon 
tbe  idea  of  a  sthtue  of  gold.  From  the  same  quar- 
ter we  are  lold  that  the  «aAir;MptiJt  may  have  re- 
quired and  may  justify  the  Ut  suprema  of  rattitn- 
ry  despotism.  This  doctrine  is  unknown  to  tbe 
Constitution.  Tbat  sacred  record  of  our  rfghta 
proclaima  itself  and  itadf  alone  (and  the  people. 
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whea  they  adopwd  it,  rKlified  the  dvcree)  the  lex 
attprema,  the  ''  supreme  law  of  the  laod."  It  ao- 
kDowledgei  no  topeiior.  It  comtemplates  do  oaae 
Ui  which  ({le  law  of  arnu  eaa  eiect  a  tbron*  upon 

'  Again,  we,  must  be  pfepaied  for  the  insiDaation 
that  we  connieDaDce  tRaaoD,  and  ayiapalhize 
with  traiton.  It  is  surely  wroojc  at  this  time  to 
make  our  walls  eehoand  re-echo,  and  the  wiods 


le  jot  or  title''  of  evidence  to  prore  the,upforlu- 
nate  peraoos  now  in  confioemeDt  ^iliy  of  triaaon. 
Probably  they  may  hare  been  guilty  of  a  mispiis- 
ion,  01  mere  knowledge  of  a  meditated  treason  ; 
and  at  all  erents  their  conduct  has  beea  such  as 
to  require  yean  of  siacere  lepehtaoce,  to  restore 
them  to  the  confidence  of  society  and  their  ^ouQ- 
try.  But  upon  general  principles,  without  x*{a- 
ence  to  aaf  oarticulaT  case,  I  hope  that  the  raeo- 
luttoD,  which  only  contemplates  the  appointment 
of  a  committee,  for  ibe  purpose  of  inquiry,  will 
not,  by  any  side-way  opetaiion,  be  deteated  and 
destroyed.    . 

Mr.  Sloan.— Like  thegentlemao  from  Vermont, 
who  hB»  juBt  sat  down,  1  bad  a  great  desire  yes- 
urday  to  express  a  few  Words  on  the  noiion  be- 
fore the  Houte,  but  I  was  not  able  to  Mt  a  oliaaee 
to  address  the.HoQse  at.  the  time.  1  must  now 
beg  leave  to  detain- the  House  some  time. longer 
than  would  have  been  naoenary  then,  in  corkee- 
auence  of  the  lengthy  >pee«h  W9  hara  heard 
Itom  the  gentleman  from  Vermont.  TbatgeuW 
man  hasisaiii  be  will  not  oblf  piotect  the  Qoiuti- 
tutioD,  but,  if  it  must  die,  he  js  wiilioa  to  perish  in 
its  ruins.  The  gentleman  I  expect  ■(luded  toaor 
cient  tiroe^  as  he  oftea  does  in  his  leauked  way, 
irhenhemadethat^nre,!  expect,  to  the  case  of 
SBm>oD,who,  after  the  loss  of  his  sight,  also  perish- 
ed in  the  rains  of  the  destruction  which  he  had 

I  beg  leave  toask  whether  thi(geotleman!siight 
does  not  also  begip  to  be  dioimed  as  Samson's 
was?  He  says  he  bq[uis  to  doubt  the  wisdom  of 
our  present  Administration,  and  the  wise  measures 
they  puime.  I  expect  the  sight  of  that  gentle- 
man b  not  only  dim,  hut  I'm  afraid  he  will  be  i  ~ 
perfectly  blind. 

Some  time  ago,  the  gentleman  from  Vemont 
exhibited  a  scene  of  ptoOficancy  which  wasnever 
before  paralleled  in  this- House.  He  brought 
forth  nine  resolutions  ai  once,  and  pwfaceid  them 
by  a  long  speech  like  thai  we  hare  heard  to  day, 
ill  which  he  attempted  to  expose  to  this  House  the 
danger  ja  which  we  stood  with  foreign  Powers. 
Those  tesolutioDs  brought  up  to,  my  mind  the 
recollection  of  a  fable,  which  1  onee  read  when  I 
was  yooog.  It  was  in  a-book  which  I  beglearc 
to  recommend  to  the  gentleman  figm  Vermont, if 
he  has  never  read  it.  The  book  I  mean  is  &sop's 
Fables.  There  is  the  story  of  a  eolk versa lioube- 
tween»Jox  aiulaliooess.  Thefoxboastedof her 
great  prolifieaney,  and  reproached  the  lioness  for 
bringing  only,  one  at  a  time.  The  lionesa  replied, 
that  she  iodeed  bote  but  one  at  a  lime,  bttt  that 
one  was  a  liop. 


Af^er  making  these  observations,  Mr.  S.  be^ed 

ave  to  consiaef  the  merits  of  the  question.  I 
consider-ic,  said  he,  as  highly  improper 'at  this  time. 
Whether  it  would  be  proper  at  any  future  time,  I 
don't  pretend  to  say.  It  is  likely  that  prosecutions 
will  be  eommraced  against  Cjenentl  Wilkinson. 
And  will  not  this  House  show  as  much  candor  a* 
the  editors  of  newspapers,  who  say  nothing  on 
criminals  left  for  trial,  leu  there  shoald  be  a  bias 
made  on  the  pnblic  mind?  No  person  can  cas- 
didljr  sar  that  Qen.  WiUdnson  ooght  not  to  have 
deprired  these  men  of  liberty  to  prevent  their  trea- 
soD,  and  the  destmetion  they  meant  against  these 
United  States. 

Why  such  sympathy  for  these  ^persons?  In 
what  circumitanees  were  they  taken  1  Were 
they  taken  from  their  homes  and  Iheir  fire^sldes 
and  denied  the  habeas  eorpna  for  some  months, 
as  has  been  in  former  eases,  which  compared  to 
thi^  were  only  aa  a  drop  lo  the  bueketl  These 
men  were  token  in  the  act  of  treason  or  mispris- 
of  treason,  against  these  United  Suies.  We 
ht  to  wait  till  we  know  more  of  the  matter 
before  we  dceide. 

Is  any  mamber  so  lost  to  humanity  in  this  House 
as  to  reprobate  the  conduct  of  the  Executive  or  of 
General  Wilkinson  in  this  malterl  The  former 
insurrections  compared  to  thia  were  more  proper- 
ly oppositions  to  OoverntnenijOpposiiioastoobnax- 
iou»And  unjust  laws,  which  have  been  since  re- 
pealed, and  are  now  justly  consigned  to  etemak 

Themalter  rests  solely  on  two  plain  questions. 
The  first  is,  was  the  coofiniiDent  of -these  persons 
necessary?  An<lMeood,mk  Itieeivil  antborit^ 
MJeqaaie  tA  their  saf»4eeptBgf  It  is  pUin  thetr 
Gonfinemenl  waM  necessary  ;  and  a*  to  the  second 
questioq,  it  appean,froin  the  affidavits  of  Oenetal 
Wilkinson,  that  ORd«ii  °»« (^  t^  conspiniors, 
was  released  by  the  habeas  eorpos,  after  beii^ 
oonfioed. 

If  a  foree-  of  6,000  men  -had  eome  against  New- 
Orleans,  as  the  General  expected, -and  he  had  not 
arrested  and  ttnt  these  peraoAs  awa^,  and  Ihey 
had  been  released  by  Butr,  after  capturing  the  eity, 
these  persons  whom  we  see  on  this  floor  lo  have 
so  mucli  smnpathy.. would  be  the  first  to  charge 
XJeneral  Witunson  with  oegleot  of  doty.  I  have 
no  donbt  but  this  would  ba  tna  ease. 
'  1  consider  theconduct  of  General  Wilkinion  not 
only  justifiable,  bat  highly  eammeitdable;  and  1 
am  asto.Qished  that  aovshonldwithold  the  tributa 
so  justly  due.  I  would  say:  Well  done  thou  good 
and  faithful  servant,  thou  bast  deserved  well  of 
thy  eoaalry. 

Ur.  J.  RAHDoi.rB  introdoced  hisspeech  in  favor 
of  the  resolution  by  observing,  that  tie  understood 
the  question  before  theHoiue  to  be,  whether  they 
would  refer  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  a  mo- 
tion proposing  an  inquiry  whether  further  legal 
provision  be  aot  necessary  ra  pteveot  viola^ions^ 
of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus. 

How  long  it  had  been  the  fashion  to  d^telhe 
merits  of  a  svbject  on  a  simple  motion  to  eommt^ 
it  was  not  material  to  inquire.  He  believed  it 
had  HHnme&oed  the  present  scaiion. 


dbyGoO^le 


63S 


BISTOBT  OF  GONOREBS. 


63S 


Writ  ef  Babeaa  Cwrpua. 


FiBRDXMT,  IBOr. 


Hr.  B.  toppcned  the  object  of  t^e  mover  of  the 
tesoluiion  in  refGrrintr  tt  to  a'Cotnmiiles  of  the 
Whole  wmi  to  obtain  ducwaioB.  Ai  tint  had  al- 
leadv  beet)  bad  abundantlr,  and  ai  the  ResBion 
would  Moa  eloM,  he  sugrcsted  the  pToprietf  of 
Taryiog  the  motion,  andKierrin^tha  reMmtJonin 
the  first  iDatancs  tasMleetconiinittae,'whomight 
immedialely  oOBaiderthe  cnbjeci  and  report  a  bill. 
Wens  the  reaolutioD  to  go  to  a  CommittHo  oC  the 
Whole,  he  feared  it  wouTd'nerer  get  through. 

Ur.  R.  then,  obcerrad  that  he  would  proceed  tv 
•BaireTBOiaeahjeetioDa  which  had  been  yesterday 
tiered  agnintt  the  resolution,  and  aiale  the  rea- 
sons  wbich  induced  him  to  support  il,  coma  from 
whence  it  may.  The  firtcobjeenoD  which  ha  heard 
waaihe  quartet  wheiice  the  reaoluCion  came.  Per- 
mit me,  said  Mr.  R.,  to  remind  the  Houae  that  if 
ihoae  who  bare  been  eaUed.inio  public  life  on 
account  of  their  prafenadattachaent  to  eorreot 
principle*,  cTcr  quit  the  ground  of  trial  by  jury, 
the  liberty  of  tha-  prese.  and  the  iubordiaation  of 
tbe  military  to  the  ciTil  authority,  they  moat  a- 
peet  that  tbairaneHieawill  pcreeiva  tha  dcMrlion 
and  avail  themsekea  ot  iheadTUitage.  Can  they 
who  Ihna  desert  their  old  pdineiples  Uame  others 
for  aaeumtDg  the  Bopolar  ground,  which  they  hare 
abuidODedT  Waoaveratoadafonrard  in  defence 
of  the  Gonatitntion,  and  the  risbta  of  the  people, 
atmll  hara  my  sup^rt  qwo  adSoe. 

Aq  lAjeeiion  was  taicsn  by  the  gentleman, fVom 
^Georgia,  Mt. {Eablt,) on  thagroandof  tima.  It 
was  said  that  tbia  is  an  improper  time  to  cqnaider 
Ae  anbjeei  coatemplated  by  ibe  resolution.  Sir, 
doa  is  no  new  diseoTcry.  Tha  qneaiioa  of  par- 
liamentary raibrm  haa  been  -thirty  years  agitated 
in  Bnglan^,  and  the  right  tihie  has-  never  arrired 
to  cbneider  tha  snbjact,  and  probably  irarer  wilt 
■rrive.    I  alK>  miderslood  him  to  say— ■ 

[HeteHr.  SIablt  intenaptad  Hr>  Rsittratpa^ 
ud  begged  le»re  to  axplauiv  Mr.  R.  saidhewas 
confident  that  he  understood  the  geplleman  Hght. 
Howarar,  ha  el  length  sat  down,  and  Mr.' E.  stated 
Aat  his  objeetion  was  thai  tba  Hoose  hadaotsnfi- 
ficiant  lime  ihif  aeesion  to  finiab  an  inVeitigation 
into  the  subjaot,  andlhat  therefore  ithad  oettet 
■fli  be  Stltemy  tod.] 

Hr.  B^HooLPii  proeeedad— I  uuderatood  tha 
gentlaman  perfectly  before,  and  he  would  hare 
lonnd  ic  »o,  if  he  had  bad  patience  to  hear  me  out. 
He  nreed  two  abjections  on  the  ^rauad  of  time : 
Flnt  that  we  had  not  suffioient  time  this  session 
to  consider  the  sabject  folly ;  and,  aecondly,  that 
the  pceseni  time  van  improper  because  tbe  sub- 
ject of  habeas  corpus  was  under  consideration  io  the 
coDct  below.  [Mr.  R.  here  either  was  or  a&eoted 
o  ba  a  litila  coafused.]    He  was  rery  soiry  fo 


from  the  PresideM  of  the  United  Stales,  that  the 
privilege  of  the  writ  of  babeia  eorpus  has  been 
denied  and  tbe  ConstiiutioQ  violated.  And  will 
yon  attead  to  reports  from  your  Gommittees  i^ 
Claims,  of  Commerce  and  Manufactores,  of  Ways 
nd  Means,  and  leave  the  CoDStitotion  and  the 
ights  of  the  people  to  shift  for  themsdvn?  There 
I  abundant  time.  Congress  can  meet  again  after 
the  fourth  of  March,  and  to  pMtpone  or  delay  a 
subject  which  afi^ts  the  vilak  of  the  State  on  ae- 
counr  of  a  press  of  privats  or  lo«al  business,  would 
be  a  dereliction  of  our  dnty  and  of  our  oaths. 
Away  iheo  with  snob  objections. 
As  ta  the  objeetion  that  the  subject  of  h  ' 


operation.  I  trust  in  Qod  that  nd  such  ex  pott 
^^ctaprovisioD  willbe  agreed  to  as  was  foisted  into 
the  -fail!  which  camq  from  the  Senate,  to'  sus- 
pend the  habeas  eorpus,  and-  which  was  intended 
laaside  war  to  cover  with  a  man  lie  the  most 
.daring  tKurpatloD  which  ever  did,  will,  or  can  hap- 
pen, in  this  or  anyjionntry.  There  was  extkctly 
~  much  right  ti?  snoot  the  persons  in  question  as 
do  what  has  been  done. 

on  the 


I  futnra.  he 
.me,  ana  he 


tbe  ■nCetruption.  To  prerani 
iranld  meatlon  wH  gantleman  by 
hi^ed  be  should  n«t  ba  agnia  interrupted.  A  get 
tleman  haa  said  that  the  Honse  have  no  oSeit 
information  befen  fbem  relative  to  any  violatioa 
of  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  covpu 
will  not  Tefar  ta  that  gentlemaji  by  name,  bu 
gentleman  from  Oee^p«  (Hr.  E^rlt,)  will 
Die  me  to  tell  wbo  is  icftrtcd  10. 
We  have  aawoa  oar  tabtei  effieialiiifMaiMian 


li  has  been^ contended  that  aiiyn 
part  of  this  House  will  give  a  bias  to  tbe  ptoeeed- 
ings  which  have  been  instituted  in  the  courts. 
Let  mi  ask,  what  offieisi  tiotice  we  hare  of  any 
such  proceedings  1  Bnl  disdaining  such  a  shelter, 
though  ii  has  been  resorted  to  on  the  other  side, 
it  is  auffioient  to  obset're  that  a  than  has  only  M 


gislati re  provision.  . 

Mr.  R.saidthia  was  thefijMt  time  in  bislifethat 
be  had  heard  it  asserted  that  n»  law  oogbt  to  be 
~~i»ed  to  pniiisli  any  ^Seoee.  because- that  ofieoee 

1  recently  happened.    Henupedbeshonld  nevar 

ir^insuohareasondelirered.  Tbe  Romans, 
beliatioff  the  erime  impossible,  had  no  law  to  pun- 
ish parnoide,  till  a  case  occurred,  which  proved 
thair  mistake.  What  would  yon  think  ofCato  or 
Cioero  rising  in  the  Senate  of  Rome^  and  urging 
such  a  reason  against  a  law  for  the  punishmeU 
of  Ibis  crime? 

In  the  dtscassion  of  this  simple  motion  to  refer 
the  resolution  to  a  committee  for  inqairy,  which 
I  should  hare  supposed  would  bare  Veen  carried 


without  any  objeation  at  all,  hints  of  indemnity, 
I  suppose  to  try  the  public  pulae.  have  been  thrown 
out.  Permit  me  to  saylhatbillsofindeniaity  are 
not  known  to  the  Constitutioa.  If  the  time  ever 
arrives  when  tke  representatives  of  the  people  vote 
(he  public  money  to  indemnify  those  who  break 
the  Constitution,  we  shall  indeed  become,  Aommea 
semJcpamAUjandfilforany  Government  and  fin 
any  stale  of  soeiaty,  however  despotic  or  barbsroas. 
If  ever  lh»  minions  of  tbeExecutivej  or  the  Legis- 
lature, whether  civil  or  military,  Bre_ indemnified 
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lio&CM,  Mr.  R.  proMttded  W  ofaaerre  thBl  the  Ak- 
trioea  adviDOCd  in  nfttrd  to  Wilkinsoa's  eondact, 
■tariled  tfae  Boal  poiDi»d  re^robBtisa,  whenarei 
k«ard  on  the  floor  of  tbo  iloaie.  Tk«  Coaitiia- 
•iiioa,  wllich  ia  fixed,  like  the  Jawi^  the  Uedn 
and  Pertiana,  and  wtucb  fate  caoBot  ehange,  if 
Ibis  deiiaiaUe  doeiriae-  i*  cdmisible,  im  at  onee 
frilterad  away  lo  nolUnif.  It  oDgkt  to  rait  in  thia 
wav :  The  privilege  of  the  writ  «f  habeai  eorpas 
■hall  not  b«  tnupwded,  ezeept  \m  earn  of  reoel- 
Udd  or  aetaai  inTiaioB,  the  pablie  eafetf  diall  re- 
faire  it,  or,  nalen  i*  tJM  apinioa  of  a  nilitaiy 
cwmnander,  it  be  waoeMwtyi  What  will  be  (he 
diShmee^  if  yon  adiait  the  doatrine,  whether  ^» 
CmetitntiaD  be  «X{«ened'  b  Ihia  way,  or  be  left 
aiit  noVetandB? 

It  haa  beaik  iaiiDaatcd  thai-  eertaia  geotiemeB 
in  thit  Haaie  lean  too  mnob.  towaada  standtaig 
anniee,  ^.  Afcreed-  But  in  admeatiBg  <»  in* 
creaaa  of  the  pablic  force,  my  otgeel  wai  u^ehaa> 
tise  aa  iaMfent  foe^  aol^oenploy  it,&^aiiut  oar 
owit  «iti«Dt  and  to  satntilaM  it  in  luni  of  the 
GiTi I  authority.  Hy  dread  of  itandiafanaiea  hat 
been  more  than  a  huudred  limee  InereaHd  in  coo> 
Beqneoce  of  the  (etriee»  lo  which  our  jtreeeut  lit- 
tle force  haa  been  put  From  nch  wmiea  g«>od 
Ijord  dalirer  «i  ' 

I  hopetbecommitteete-whemthiBeiibjeotmay 
Iw  referred  will  not  forget  to  preteal  a  Ban  from 
being  embarked  cv  beard  a.  «haUap,  and  trsns- 
poned  one  tbooMnd  or  two  thoiuand  taik^fo^ 
triai.'  For  I  hare  heaid  a  law  db;er  of  the  Uni- 
ted State*  coDtsnd  that  a  nun  may  be  arreatad 
in  one  of  the  terriloriei  and  a  trial  had  in  any 
part  of  the  country,  wbereaoerar  he  tt^y  be 
bmnfcht..  If  this  aboounable  doctrine  be  eBn^Prtad 
by  law,  it  bhigfa  time  toeorreetit.  The  Caoeli- 
tntiDD,  in  an  article  aramdatort,  deokrea  that 
raalpdnuhmmtacballnotbeuiaieted.  Trana- 


(Mriatioa,  enn  after  eaoTielaan,  ia 
tmA,  and  aererc-  Buiahincnt;  bM  ben 
baeniafiieted  eraa  BcfareaeonTietian,andbefoN 
any  triatof  the  ddi<i9<wat8. 

The  court  of  Orleans  hia  lbs  same  power  as 
the  district  eonrt  of  Sentarty,  wbieh  ie  inrcrted 
widiihe  pOwersof  acircoit^rt.  If  ihediattiet 
•eart  of  Kentucky  hae  jmsdiction  of  treason, 
which  no  m«n  erer  doaMed,  it  follows  that  the 
eoart  of  OHeani  haa  the  same  authority. 

When  the  Constitution  gave  to  Coograas 
etasire  jntisdieiion  oTeradiatriet  tenaoiki  tqni 
irlilled  thefriendt  of  liberty  with  abrm.    Bntwo 
man  then  divamed  that  on  this  Uot  on  the  inap, 
diis  nondescript  i^iota,.a  Kiiw'a  Benoh  *u  te  be 
eattblidied  for  the  trial  of  deliniineBts  against  flte 
Qovemmeni,e<41ectedfrom  all  parts  of  the' enon- 
try.    The  mhabitants  of  this  miaenUc  heatfa, 
men  heU  in  a  state  of  hoatdage  to  which  no  a^n 
wonld  anbmit,  who  ha*e  no  mice  in  Meeling 
f«len  of  the  eoUDtiT,  are  destitute  of  the  tij^  of 
seir'gdremnisni— these  men  are  made  the  judges 
and  jnrors  to  try  the  freemen  of  AWrica.   Wne 
I  on  IriaC  I  would  challenge  the  jury.    They 
not^nalifled  for  this  office ;  they  aie  not  my  p« 
The  people  here  must  be  the'  tools  and  aipeetants 
ofBisisicri^bTCr.  -LMibraittoreinthewovn 


bmubls  sphere,  but  lai  dNoa  never  dare  to  touch 
a  charge  of  treason. 

'  In  the  DeclaratioB  of  hidepeDd«)ce,tiai»port>- 
lion  for  trial  ia  alleged  aa  one  of  the  grieraaees 
imposed  by  the  Btitiah  Qovwnment  on  the  colo- 
nies. Now,  it  \w  done  under  tfae  Coattitution,  and 
ander  a  repnbbeaD  Admlnieftation.vnd  men  ara 
inaporied  without  the  color  of  law,  neariy  as 
r  aa  acrosa  the  Atbaiic. 
I  make  no  piofession  of  aymijafhy  for  the  men 
who  bare  been  deaonneedasiratrots.  I  srgneon 
thv  supposi  ttnu  that  they  are  traitors ;  Acre  is  no 
ncM  of  much  nertion  in  behalf  of  good  men. 
Attaekx  on  the  ^berty  of  (be  people  are,  aa  has 
bean  stated  before,  madealwaya  in  the  persons  of 
the  rile  and  the  wottblsas.  Bat  when  precedent 
is  onee  established  in  the  ease  of  had  men,  who 
lib*  puiD«cts  go  bofsce  lo  smooth  the  way,  good 
men  tremble  fSr  dieir  safety.  '   ' 

.  Mr.  ft.  observed'  that'  ha  wtnild  not  say  muah 
of  die  OommaDder-ia-«hief.  The  least  said,  till 
llkey'  knew  ail,  was  the  best.  He  had  always 
iboaglM  that  tbare  were  mere  rogues  than  one. 
Thiabiiainsea«f.canonizingasd  annctifying  men 
before  they  are-dead,  ba^d  not  like.  In  the  Biate. 
of  Virginia  they 'bed  been  compiled  to  change 
the  names  of  MTcral  counties.  TheK  was  a  time 
in  which  tfae  name  of  Arnold  ttWght  hare  been  pre- 
ferred, and  porba^  there  maT  new  be  places  Inlhe 
United  Statm  which  derive  ineir'names  from  Burr. 
-Ur.  R.  eeald  not  admit  the  jesnilieal  caauistry 
whtoh'bad  been  displayed  with  regard  to  an  oath. 
If  a  osan  breaks  the  Constitntion,  which  they  were 
all  sworn  to  support,  paniah  him.  If  the  violator 
be  Washington.  Vnaldin,  or  Jefirsoo,  Mr.  R. 
iroald  ])QnMi  h(m,  and  he  would  slso  ssy,  that  no 
iodettuiity  ought  to  be  voted  for  him.  - 
'  Mr.  R.  stated  at  sotne  latrglh  the  cinmmstsnees 
of  the  proclamation  issued  in  England  to  prohibit 
the  expntatioii  of  com,  when  Chnbam  and  Oam- 
den  ware  in  the  Uhirstry,  and  whoafterwar^  le- 
fnsed  a  bill  of  indemnity.  Hr.  R.  ebaerved  that 
bills  of  indemnity  were  knvwn  to  the  Sn^^sh 
Gtatdtntieh,  and  reqnisite  in  >the  cash  slated. 
Bat  Chatham  and  Oamdea,  tfaoogb  boA  the 
kaown  and  triad  friends  of  libertv,  here  aban- 
doned the  popular  (reniid,'and  realad  their  defence 
OB  aihitrary  priHciples,  while  the  wary  Uansfidd, 
aaold  lory  and -a  high  chmrebiMin,  availed  him- 
self of  the  adnmtafe,  look  up  the  cudgels  for  the 
pao^^d  WMSaly-soee  oedad. 
.  Hr.  K.e(inclnded  by  begging  pardm  for  detain- 
ing the  House  so  1mu>,  bat  be  eonld  nerer  be-in- 
diShrcM  on  a  s«b)«ct  Tike  this.  The  Honse  were 
now  to  deckle  if  the  Conalitntion  were  onl^- pen. 
Ink,  and  paper,  and  to  be  set  aride  at  ^  whim  of 
every  mil'Mry  eoramander,  or  whather  it  ware 
onalienUe  by^le,  and  if  he  who  dared  to  vio* 
late  it,  shouLi  rtia  tbe  aonseqoensee.  ' 
'  Mr.  BaoOM,  aecordii^totbesnggestienof  Mr. 
RANnoLPB,  varied  tbe  moiion|  and  proposed  lo 
refer  the  resolution  to  «  select  eommittea.  ' 

fWehsTS  bacDtfanafrr  pTiadpsUrindsMsd  to  the 
report  of  the  dsbste  Bivsam  the  (Mkd  ate«M  Goedfe, 
hnmg  bsen  enfSRMl  in  the  Bd|>«m  Coattr-BaiMB 
IktkitaibtUXgMttr.'i 
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Mr.  Q.  W.  Cahpbell  uid,  the  fi»t  inquirf 
that  Daiurally  preseats  ilsetf,  in  ditcussing  tbi* 
subject,  is,  what  bki  occasioned  the  measure  to  be 
brought  before  the  Houie  at  (his  tipqe  1  This  an- 
swer IS  givBD— the  conduct  of  Oeneral  WHkJDMn, 
in  arresting  Bollman  and  otbera,-at  New  Orlean^ 
and  transpotting  them  to  this  place'  for  trial,  utr- 
der  miliury  orders,  in  violatioD  of  the.  Coostilu- 
tion  aod  laws  of  the  Unioa.  Suppose  this  to  be 
the  case,  what  remedy  can  the  Legislature  apply  t 
Does  the  evil  caeaplsifaed  of  arise  from  the  wanl 
pf  laws  to  protect-ihe  libeicy  of  the  individuaU 
and.  punish  those  who  violate  iL  or  from  those 
laWB  uol  beie^  duly  obeyedl  If  the  ertl  aris«« 
from  a  disobedience  to  existing  laws,  no  act  passed 
by  this  House  can  afford  .a  remedy-  Those'en- 
tri^sted  with  the  execution  of  ihe  laws  may  be 
stimulated  to  carry  them  into  effect  by  this  tran- 
saction, and  to  pUDish  lite  aggressors,  out  it  is  ng 
ground  upon  which  this  H< 


priacipaf  inquiry  therefore  appears  to  be,  whether 
there  IS  auylawto  punish  the  commission  of  such 
crimes  as  General  Wilkinson  is  charged  with? 
There  can  be  no  doubt  on  this  subject;  there  are 
laws  in  every  part  of  the  Union  ta  puaish  ofiences. 
If  those  persons  were  seized  and.  carried  sway 
withDUilegalauthoriiy,  ora  just  cause  that  would 
excuE.e  .the  aol,  it  will  be  a  false  imprisonmedt, 
including  in  it  an  assault  and  battery — an  offence 
punishable  by  law  in  every  pBti  of  the  United 
States.  The  offender  may  be  indicted,  and,  on 
c on victioD,  fined  and  imprisoned  according  to  th^ 
nature  of  his  offence.  He  may  also  be  -sued  by 
the  parly  injured,  and  damages  recovered  in  pro- 
portion  10  the  iojury  sustained.  This  is^lbe  rem- 
edy afforded  by  the  law  in  such  cases,  and  it  has 
been  eon  side  ted  suffioieot  to  correct  iheeriL  But 
it  is  said  your  Constitution  has  been  violated, 
^regiously  violated,  bf  a  disobedieqce  to  the  writ 
01  habeas  corpn*,  or  by,  depriving  the  party  of  iu 
benefit ;  and  this  we  are  told  by  the  gentleman 
froiD  V.ermoDt  (Mr.  Blliot)  has  violated  the 
bi^y  Btiribuiea  of  ibe  Constitaiion ;  and  he  raen- 
tianed  ihree  several  articles  of  that  instrument 
that  wHe  violated  at  the  poial  of  the  bayonet. 
This  part  of  the  subject,'  Mr.  Speaker,  may  re- 
quire tome  ezaminatioD  in  order  to  be  distinctly 
comprehended.  Every  publio  ofience  commitied 
in  ibis  couDtty,  must  be  a  violation  of  the  Consti- 
tution, or  of  a  law  iaade  in  pursuanee  thereof, 
and  may  therefore  b«  said  to  be-aviolalioucf  the 
ConMitutioD ;  and  &  violation  ot  the  Constitution 
is  a  violation  of  law,  for  the  Constitution  is  de- 
clared .to  be  tbe  supreme  law  of  the  land.  Bat 
ccitainly  it  will  not  b«  eontended,  by  any  man  a»- 
qubioied  wiih  ihe  slate  of  out  conotry  and  -taws^ 
that  every  sQch  violation  calls  for  the  inletfereoce 
of  the  Lesislaiure,  or  requires  a  new  law 


*l<^led — it  beiofi^  the  anpreme  law  of  the  land, 
ibe  offender  is  pwDisbableaoeordingly  in  the  courts 
of  justice:,  who  are  sworn  to  eUMMrt  sntb  C~-"' 
tutioa.    StKh  liolatiooa  tbcreiore  eeoDot 


sarily  require  the  interference  of  the  Lcvislatnre, 
or  the  passage  of  a  new  law  on  tbe  subject.  If 
acts  are  done  highly  injurious  tfr  society,  against 
which  there  are  no  laws,  and  the  perpetrators 
would  on  that  aceonat  escape  punisbraeat,  it 
would  then  indeed  be  geeessary  for  the  Legisla- 
ture to  provide  by  law  for  the  ponishmest  olsocb 
offenders;  but  it  has  not  bMOsfaown  tkat  such  is 


stated  on  this  floor,  cannot  be  punished  according 
to  Ihenatore  of  hisoffeoce  ;ai>d  it  has  alrmdr  been 
staled  that  he  is  liable,  if  gaflty,  to  be  punisfaedby 


idieiment,  and  be. made  to  answer  in  damages  by 
civil  suit.  With  regard  to  the  violation  of  the 
Constitution  said  to  havebeea  committed  bvQen- 
eial  Wilkinson,  in  not  obeyin^tbe  writ  of  habeaa 
corpt^  issued -by  the  judge  at  Orleans,  I  may  be 
permitted  to  observe  that  tbfs  part  of  tbe  subject 
does  not  appear. to  have  been  well  examined  by 
ihitse  who  have  spoken  in  favor  of  this  measure. 
Tbe  words  df  the  Constitntion'dn  this  std)iect  are, 
art.  l.see.  9:  ''Theptivilegeof  the  writ  of  habeas 
corpus  shall  not  be  suspended,  unless  when,  in 
cases  of  rebellion  or  invasion,  the  public  safely 
may  require  it."  Tliis  provision  evidently  relates 
to  Congress,  and  wa*  inleoded  to  preveoi  that 
body  from  suspending,  by  law,  the  writ  of  habeas 
corpus,  except  in  the  cases  staited,  and  has  no  re- 
lation Whatever  lo  the  act  of  an  individual  in  re- 
fusing to  obey  the  writ — such  refusal  or  disobedi- 
eace  would  not  certainly  suspend  the  privilege  of 
that  writ,  and  roust  be  considered  in  the  same 
point  of  view  as  the: violation  of  any  other  paUic 
law  made  to  protect  the  liberty  of  the  citizen.  la 
tbe  present'  case,  however,  if  there  wu  a  refusal 
to  ooey  this  writ,  it  was  a  violation  of  an  act  of 
Congress,  estaUishiog  that-  part  of  Louinana 
where  thistransaooon  tpok  place  intoa  Territory! 
which  expressly  declares  that  the  inhabitant  of 
the  said  T^ritory  shall  be  entitled  to  tbe  beaefll 
of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  and  it  is  ptlDishable 
as  such;  btit  it  caniiot  be  considered  a  breach  of 
tbe  Coniiiioiion  in  auv  other  rnpcct'  than  the 
violation  of  any  public  lawjnade  in  pursnafice  of 
that  Constitution  would  be,  add  of  coarse  oannot 
require  legislative  interferenoc-  With  regard  to 
the  other  three articlesof  the  Constitatittn,  to  wit: 
the  4tb,  5tb,  and  6th  amendments  thereto,  said 
to  have  been  violated  by  the  condact  of  Wilkin- 
son, a  very  brief  exam irmiion  will  show  that  there 
are  provisions  by  law  in  every  part  of -the  Union 
to  enforce  obedience  lo  those  parts  of  the  Gonsti- 
tutioband  punish  those  who  violate  them.  The 
6rBt  of  these  ailicles  merely  declares  the  right  of 
the  people  to  be  secure  iatheiEpet«ons,hoaMs,  Ac. 
against  unreasonable  searchn,- leisures,  &c.;  and 
that  no  warraoi  shall  isMa,  but  upon  probable 
t;a use,  supported  by  oath  or  affirmation,  &«.  The 
first  part  bf  this  only  can  relate  to  the  present  case, 
for  il  is  not  alleged  that  any  warrant  was  issued ; 
aitd- every  law  existing  in  society  for  pualshio^ 
offences  against  the  peiaoiw  and  property  of  indt- 
vidnals,  is  calculated  to  enforce  obeuience  to  this 
pravisidn.    If aman  is  sMxed  withontlagalaHihor- 
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■ty  or  a  jaatcBUBe,cai»i(iithe  offender  bepanishedl 
H«  eeruiBly  ein — ■Dd  in  what  other  wiy  eould 
you  enforce  obedieDce,lo  ihia  proriiion?  The 
olh«r  two  articles  before  meDtianed  qkii  ceiiBinly 
bare  nobeBTiDttoii'the  question  before  the  Hooie, 
they  merely  relite  lo  tbe  tnanner  iu  which,  rdii 


the  place  where  offendera  shall  be  triad— theV  are 
directory  to  the  LegitlatnTB  and  to  court*  of  joa- 
lice ;  Rod  it  is  not  staled  lt)«t  either  the.ooeoi  ibe 
oiber  hare  acted  contrary  to  their  provisians.    Ni 


BOW  ttader  le^al  adjudication.  Tbe  courts  of  iai- 
tiee  are  the  proper  tribuDais  to  decide,  aocordiog 
to  witting  laws,  where  they  are  to  be  tried  and 
in  what  manner.  We  are  told,  howaver,,$ir,  it  i» 
necesaBcy  to  make  proriaioD-by  law  to  enforce  obe* 
dience  to  the  writ  of  bahjeas  eor^Qa,  and  to  pun- 
ish ihfne  who  may  nfaseioj^nt  it.  Witti  regard 
to  the  latter  case^  there  is  not  tbe  leagt  ground  of 
complaint — the  writ  bas  not  been  refoaed  in  any 
instance  when  demanded.  It  was  issued  at  New 
OtleBSs,  and  also  al  Cbarleston,  and  indeed  il  is 
n  ol  pretended  tbe  civil  authority  haT«  on  any  oe- 
eaaioD  Tiolated  this  writ.  It  has,  on  tbe  contrary, 
y  ielded  the  moat  prompt  <ri>edience  to  il  in  erety 
iDslance. 

If  it  was  made 


appear 


o  me  Ibat  there  were 


not  ptoTiaioDS,  by  existing  laws,  to  enforce  obe- 
dience to  tbe  wtii  of  faabeaa  eorpoe,  and  to  pnn- 
iafa  tbe  nolBtioBS  of  it,  1  weald  be  among  the  first 
to  make  sach  pronsioni.  Bot  this  has  not  been 
shown,  and  cannot,  I  preaume,  be  proved  lo  be  the 
ease.  In  every  State,  ^nd-  in  every  Territory,  as 
fax  as  wB  at«  informed,  there  are  laws  to  enforce 
obedience  to  this  writ,  and  to  "regulate  tbq  node 
inwbioh  itshallbeobiainedand  pioteculed  ;  and, 
by  (be  thirty-fobrth  section  of  the  act  to  FsiabliBb 
the  judicial  eonris  of  the  United  Sta[es,'it  is  de- 
clared, that  "  the  laws  of  the  serecaL  Stales,  except 
'  when  tbe  CoMtitutioD,  trearles,  or  atatutea  of  the 
'United  Slateariballotherwiae  require  or  provide, 
'  shall  be  regarded  istules  of  dedaioo  in  iriala  at 
'  contmon  law  in  the  eouriNof  Ibe  United  States, 
•  in  ail  cases  where  they  apply."  Thii  provision 
most  relate  to  crimioa)  as  wall^as  to  civil  cases. 
Yon  hav^  tbprefor^  tbe  same  provisions  at  least, 
to  enforce  obedience  tu  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus 
in  tbe  courts  of  t^e  United  Statei,  thai  there  qto 
in  the  letpeetive  State  oonrti;  and  it  has  not 
been  abown  that  these  proviaioos  are  defective  in 
(he  State  courts.  Gentlemen,  have  not  potDied 
out  an  instancein  xi'hieh  this  Writ  cdo  M  vio- 
lated with  impunity.  In  every  ca*e  that  can  be 
stated,  the  aggressor  may  be  puniih«d  under  ex- 
isting laws ;  and  that  is  the  oal^  mode  in  which 
Ton  can  enforce  obedience  to  (his  writ,  or  to  any 
uw.  You  cannot  prevent,  abaoluielyj  tbe  cont- 
mittioD  of  a  crimr ;  you  can  only  punieh  the  of- 
fender, and  thereby  discottran  others  from  com- 
mitting similar  offenieeb.  You  cannot  prevent  a 
man,  while  at  liberty,  from  cz«rciaing  hisphyii- 
cai  slrenstb  ;  and  you  can  no  more  prevent  him, 
by  law,  from  violating  the  writ  of  habeas  oorfins, 
thttn  you  can  prevent  one  nun  from  (tiiliiiig 


another,  or  from  seizing  him,  and  carrying  him 
away  by  force.  All  yon  can  do,  in  either  cast 
istodeclare  the  punishment  ibal  shall  beinflictea 
on  BBch  offenders.  It  has  been  aiated  by  one  gen- 
ilemao,  (Mr.  Elliot,)  as  doubtful  or  onsetiled, 
whether  the  oommon  law  of  England  is  the  com- 
mon law  of  the  United  States,  and  as  auch,  bind- 
ing OB  the  courta  of  the  United  States ;  and  if  it 
were  not,  it  was  insisted,  we  ought  to  make  pro- 
viaion  by  law  to  supply  it*  place,  in  regard  to  the 
meaaure  before  the  House.  On  this  subject,  Mr. 
Speaker,  1  entertain  no  serious  doubt.  I  am  clear- 
ly of  opinion  that  the  United  States,  as  a  n 


,  and  that,  a 
the  Union,  It  can  bare  no  force  in  their  courts  of 
justice.  But,  it  is  equally  clear:  that  the  several 
States,  or  at  least  most  of  them,  have  adopted  the 
common  law  of  England,  either  in  whole  or  in 
part,  as  the  law  of  those  States,  respectively^ 
nndepauch  restrictions  as  the  change  of  Qovero* 
meot  in  those  States  seemed  to  require— and  be- 
ing in  this  way  incorporated  into  the  laws  of  the 
"individual  States,  and  becorainga  pari  of  them, 
it  bfoomes,  under  the  act  of  Congress  already 
mentioned,  a  rule  of  decision  in  the  courts  of  the 
United  Stales,  in  the  eitenl  lo  which  it  has  been 
adopted  in  each  State,  respe<Mively,  wherein  the 
courts  may  be  holden,  and  under  ibe  Mstrietiona 
contained  in  the  said  net.  Ilis,  ihererare,in  force 
in  the  courts  of  the  United  Sistes,  as  being  the 
law  of  tbe  individual  State  in  which  they  sit,  and 
noi  as  being  tbe  common  law  of  the  Union.  They 
can  derive  bo  jurisdiction  from  ihe  common  law, 
any  more  than  they  can  from  the  siainte  law  of 
an  individual  Slate ;  and  it  may  be  laid  down  aa 
clear  law,  that  they  can  have' jurisdiction  in  no 
case,  except  where  it  is  expressly  or  necessarily 
given  ID  tliem  by  the  Conslitntion  or  statutes  of 
the  United  Sutei.  But,  when  jurisdiction  is  ao 
given  to  these  courts,  in  a  particular  case,  the  laws 
of  th»  State  wherein  the  court  sits  will  ba  the 
rule  of  decision  in.  such  caae,  aa  far  aa  they  apply. 
So,  in  the  ease  before  the  House,  the  conrta  and 
judges  'of  the  United  Stales  are  aaihorized  by 
aol  or  Congress  to  iaaue  the  writ  of  habeas  cor- 

E Da,  and,  bdving  thus  acquired  iDrlsdictioo,  ibe 
iws  of  the  respective  States  will  be  regarded  aa 
tbe  rule  of  decision,  and  govern  the  Jiroeeedinga 
on  thi*  subject,  and  they  will  be  found  sufficient 
to  enforce  obedimce  to  the  writ.  Mr.  C.  was, 
therefore,  oppoaed  to  Ibe  rtsolntion  before  the 
House,  and  be  -contidered  an  inquiry  into  the 
raeaanre  at  this  time  onnecesM^  and  useless,  and 
oalculaied  to  waste  the  time  of  the  House  when 
there  was  important  bnaines*  that  demanded  tbeit 
attention.  1  regret,  said  Mr.  C,  as  much  aa  any 
gentleman  who  bas  apokm  before  roe,  that  party 
spirit  bos  been  introduced,  and  party  feelttigs  ex- 
cited  on  ibis  subject.  Bui,  at  the  game  lime,  I 
confess  J  cannot  observe  the  quarter  from  which 
this  resolution  comes,  without  entertaining  some 

t'ialousy  wilh  regard  to  the  objects  ^ntleman 
ave  iivview.  How  long  has  ii  been  since  those 
gentlemen  to  my  right,  (the  Federalists,]  became 
the  advocate*  for  the  rights  of  the  people,  and  fw 
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Const jtational  privileges — so  atntMj  alive  to  er- 
erf  eQcroacbment  od  ^lertooal  liberty  aQd  reea- 
tity  1  How  long  sinee  they  hsve  cuKd  ta  coa- 
■ider  ii  necesou-y  to  gokrd  ihe  peeple  agaiDst 
IbeniBelTei,  as  their  gwatest,  tbeir  worst  snemin  ! 
There  was  a  lime,  Mr.  Speaker,  when,  as  has  boen 
ttttei),  a  sediiioD  law  passed  with  the  foU  appro- 
Wtion  of  those  gentlemen,  or  their  predec^geora 
in  politics — when  bd  alien  law  passed  in  like 
Banner.  The  general  sense  of  the  naiion.  de- 
clared lhos6  acts  flagfant  violations  of  the  Con- 
MilniioB,  and  of  the  tights  of  the.  people  ;  yet,  no 
MDiibilily  was  tlien  excited  in  the  mindsoi  those 
gendemen,  for  the  vi^laisd  rights  of  the  ottieeDi 
orik»  daring  infractions  of  ibe  CotistituticD.  All 
tboce  tender- feeling*  are  Teserved  for  tl:|is  precious 
uomenL  When  Ihe  peaee  of  the  Union  appears 
to  be  IB  some  d^ree  [hreatened  by  treason  and, 
eonspiracy  j  when  the  ttaitiirs  are  apprefieiided 
tad  brought  to  justice ;  when  the  vigilance  of 
the  Government  it  likely  to  crash  the  ueaaonahle 
conspiracy  in  its  in  fad  oj,  and  KStereTeaee  s«d 
tranquiHty  to  the  oation — then,  this  extraordinary 
Ben&ibility  iq  excited,  and  publicly  espKssed.  And 
for  wbom,  sirl  Fot  those  who  baa  eonapired  to 
stab  the  «ery  vitals  of  y«ar  Gondii lalion-r'lo  sever 
the  Union,  and  to  overtum  your  GoverBmeni  I 
Are  these  objects  of  more  than  ordinary  compas- 
sion, that  csU  for  extraordiDory  exerlions  of  the 
L^islaJure  to  preserve,  unlainied-  and  unsullied, 


indignanily  on  an  attempt  to  palliate  iheir  crimes 
by  endeavoring  to  excite  the  poblic  sensibility  in 
tbeir  fitver.  1  am  always  uawitLng,  Mr.  Speaker, 
to  attribute  the  eonduuot  of  gentlemen  to  improper 
motives,  when  it  can  be  otherwise  seeounted  for. 
But,  howcaaweaocotini  for  the  appEttent^hange 
in  the  [sofessions  and  declaTatignsof  genttemei  " 
those  who  imposed,  aad  endeavored  to  contin 
on  the  people,  burdensoioe  inlerosl  la*es;  who 
wished  to  raise  and  sappoii  naviee  and  armies,  iA 
tinM  of  peace,  to  awe  the  ci.ti«nt  into  submission  ; 
who  pMsed  aeditioD  and  alien  laws  to  aid  tbeir 
genentl  plan  of  stren^oting  the  hMiiis  of  Qor- 
emment,  at  the  expense  and  destmotioo  of  individ- 
wtl  rights  1  These  very  g«a(lemen,  Mr.  Speaker, 
appear  now  desirons  of  anniKineing  aloud  to  the 
p«Qple,  Aat  they  are  the  onlyadvcoates  of  ih^t 
rights  and  liberties;  that  they  ar  " 
least  violatioD  of  them  ;  and  that  to  them  ^hey 
opght  10  look  for  proleetioD.  But.  sir,  (he  people 
of  Atneriea  are  too  well  informed  to  be  deiceiTed 
by  BUoh  flimsy  pretences.  .  They  will,  see,  and 
duly  appreciate  the  causes  of  this  sensibility,  so 
feelingly  ezpteSBedfKod  the  eitraotdraary  esev- 
tions  to  alarm   the  public  mind  «n  this  oCcasioo. 


Thev  will  see,  sir,  that  whatevef  the  moiivea  of 

SBtlembn  may  be,  the  evident  conseque  ' 

a  propose^  measure,  if  carried  intoefitcl, 
tended  for  by  its  friends,  would  be,  to  ip 
impression  on  ibe  pu^ic  mind  favorable  to  traitors 
and  conspirators,  who  h«d  combined  to  sap  the 
very  fotmdalions  of  yaur  Oovernmeitt, and  tocasi 
an  odiuiaon  the  conduct  of  tboee  who  exerted 
thcmaelves  to  ancst  their  fnogteai.    lam  nnvUl- 


_,  sir,  to  do  this.  I  Mwsider  it  onr  duty  to  let 
the  laws  opeiMe  on  this  sut^eetj  without  reeeir- 
isg  any  bias  from  the  dectsioa  of  this  House. 
From  the  roanner-in  which  this  subject  Inu  been 
diacnssed,  it  would  ap]Mnr-to  an  observu-^  that,  at 
oae  time,  we  were  tvving  Oenentl  Wilkinson, for 
the  crimes  with  whiei  Jie  is  efiarged,  and  that  at 
another,  we  were  examining  the  sharges  agMiist 
the  prisoners,  whose  eese  is  tlow  qader  l^nl  ad- 
'  judication  befoio  the  Sepnaie  ConcL  Tat  gen- 
ileman  fromVenttont  (Mr.  EbLrar)  baa  toll  m 
be  iias  not  disoorered  a  tittle  of  cridence  to  show 
tfaat.the  penoA  have  feoniniilsd  .treason,  and  that 
their  0 rime,  at  most,  ca^ent^  be  mis^iaioa  of 
treaten.  Althnngh  we  am  RiT^sa  to  nadentand 
that  tl>at  MDtleaian  is  a  proMssidnnt  chaMets',  I 
must  begteavto  to  differ  withbim  on  thissnbjecL 
If  treason  has  hecn  oommitted  br  the  author  of 
this'eoaspiiaey,'  those  persons,  if  guilty  of  any 
crime,  must  be  gnilty  of  Ireasen,  and  not  of  mis- 
prisioa  of  treason  only.  Ther  aided  am]  abetted 
in  earryiog  into  effect  thejirojecC'  Tbey  carried 
and  delivered  a  letter,  koowing  its  coatonta,  from 
the  principal  eoaspiraio.r  to  Qeneial  WilkiBsoa, 
for  the  puTpoee  of  engaging  bim  to  jom  in  this 
undertakings  They  iis«d  tnelr  inflaenoe  tocoi- 
rupi  bim.  These  iiMst  be  considered  ctven  acts, 
giving  aid  and  comfort  to  the  eiiemies  of  the 
aation,and  will  Bake  them  principals  in'the  trea- 
son,  if  such  e  crime  has  been  conmittsd ;  fur,  ia 
tbis'Crime,  there  can  be  no  accessories— ^all  who 
;ire  concerned  are  piincipals.  Misptlaon  of  trea- 
son is  a-disttnct  and  s^tate  offence.  Itismerelf 
the  neglect,  or  omissuu  to  make  known  to  the 

Erijper  authority  the  treaatui  that  has  -come  to  the 
aowledge.of  the  party.  It  siipposn  that  no  act 
has  been  done  by  the  party  charged ;  that  he  ha* 
givan.noaid  or^aseistance  whatever  to  tfae-ene- 
mies  of  4he  country,  bnt  has  merely  acted  wron^ 
mistaken  his  duty  (which  is  the  ibeaniBg  of  the 
cerm)in  not  discovi^ing,  in  diwtitns,  the  acts  of 
tieasoa  that  hare  come  to  bis  knowledge,  and  is, 
on  that  account,  considered  guilty  of  a  faijg^k  mis- 
demctnoE.  It  was  ootj  however,  mj  wish,  or  in- 
tention to  give  amy  o|Hntoa  dd  ibe  merits  of  this 
case.  1  am  willing  to  leave  it  to  the  deciaoo  of 
the  ConslitatMoal  tribunals.  Bm,  gentleOMa  aeem 
as  if  thej  weredeterjAined  to  discus^  the  guilt  or 
innooence  both  of  Qeneral  Wilkinson  and  the 
prisooeis.  This,  I  bonsidcr  altogether  iniproper, 
as  it  might  give  an  nndue  biat  to  the  publie  mind 
on  this  subset.  For. this  reason  also,  sir,  I  am 
opposed  to  referring  tbeTesolution  toaselectcem- 
miuee.  There  is  another  reason,  Mr.  Speaker, 
that  operates  with  me  to-oppose  the  present  meaa- 
ure,  and  that  is,  that  by  passing  general  laws  on 
such  subjects  as  that  before  the  f^ose,  you  would 
encroach  on  Ibe  State  autbtmties.  Each  State 
is  compeieoi,  it  is  presumed,  to  pan  laws  for  tlie 
protection  of  tbe  rights  and  liberties  of  its  ciii- 
zene';  for  the  regulation  of  its  own  internal  and 
domestic  concerns— and  in  this  consists  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  reiroeclive  atstes.  The  means  a£ 
obtaining  the  benefit  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus, 
and  the  mode  of  prosecuting  (he  same,  are  evi- 
dcatly  domestic  ragalationa,  essential  to  ercty 
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ireegavmment,  aad  eon*timte  ta  important  pari 
f£  the  Ibwi  of  the  MTeral  Sitter— and  ibe  ti^l 
to  (he  privileoc  of  tbis  writ  ia  secured  to  the  cili- 
2en  b^  (lie  Contitatiou  of  every  State  in  the 
Uuon.  Thii  will  not  be  (ieni9d,  not  will  it  be 
pretendetl  (hat  ihe  States  have  Dot  laws  to  eofom 
obedience  to  Ibii  Wfil.  If.  therefore,  you  paaa  a 
law  on  this'-subjeat,  it  wU,  if  it  baa  any  effect, 
ocatTol'  the  laws  of  the  seretal  States ;  and,  in 
proportion  aa  it  baa  ihia  effect,  it  weakeai  the  re- 


irratd  have  tbii  eSbet.  Tbe  Stale  to reraiguiiea 
ought  to  be  pfeaerred  iuTidateiaiid  abonld  not  be 
enctoaebed  apau  by  ibia  Hobm  leeidatiitf  on  sub- 
ieela  tbat  properly  beloogto  tbeSiaieaiUboritie*. 
The  geatMnMii  from  Vermonl  (Mr.  £uliot)  ba> 
informed  us  that  he  is  the  ehampios  of  the  Con- 
atituioD.  Mr.  G.  said  he  did.not  wish  to  assunae 
to  biasatf  exdusirdy  sucli  a  cbaiaoler.  It  was, 
iiowerei,tq  be  hoped  tbeCooatitutioii  would  bare 
BaanysupporiKS,ai«zaalonsaDd  aasbleastbe  gen- 
tleman from  VeFmonC  . lie  abouLd  be  always  wiU- 
ing  to  support  tbe  CoostiiutioD  and  laws  of  bis 
econtry,  as  far  as  it  was  in  his  power,  when  the 
occasion  leqtilred  it,  and  he  presumed  every  man 
imthsl  House  was.  bonoiL  on  oath,  to  preserve  ibai 
imstmmeBi  inviolate.  He  nevef  would,  however, 
vantait  tbe  tocsiaof  akrin  with  te^rd  (o  the  vio- 
Iniiwi  of  the'CratstitDtion  aptm  eveiy  infraetirat 


I  diMtorb  tbe  pvblio  mind  un- 
lit, u  tbe  present  instaoQe, 


nrily,  and  might, 

an  inmreMon  iinf&T»iaUa'to  seme  of  ihote 
1  tbe  tnnsaeiion  wbicb  oaeaoioncil 
this  diseusnoB.  There  are  ottm  reasons,  also, 
aaid  Mc  CX,  that  operate  with  me  to  opppoM  the 
mcaaiire  b^ore  the  House.  Tbe  ease  ts,  at  this 
moment,  sMiTwiiu.  Thisis.to  myaund,  a  teri' 
ous  olgeetion  to  aetipa  on  it  oere,.  We  oagbt  to 
peiai.it  the  laws  to  take  their  doe  conrae,  with- 
out ezpmsMg  any  opinioa  aa  the  sidiject  in  this 
House.  We  shall  probably  bid  ihay  areaaffieienl 
to  affiird  a  complete  remedy  in  «vwy  case  where 
r«al  iojnry  baa  been  sastoincd.  It  is,  aim,  now 
sear  iha  clon  of  the  aeasiM.  Tb^rc  are  tnany 
otho'  io^ortaat  mitjaoU  before  the  Hoaae,  that 
Toqoire  u  be  anted  upon,  and  it  wonU  ba  nest  to 
inpoaaibia  that  this  sobjeet,  if  goDe.  into,  oMild 
rt«eiT«(hatddiberate  ianaHgatioD  wbicb  Us  im- 
pivlanca  would  demand.  For  these  naMHis,*nd 
tecauae  -I  consider  tbe  measor^  at  this  lime,  u»- 
neeaaaary  and  uaclte  I  shall  vote  against  nfcrring 
tita  resoluiion  to  a  select  compiillee. 

Mr.  UoLUND.— It  is  «aid  by  geotlemsn)  that, 
by  tbe  conduct  of  Qeaeral  Wilkinson  in  sending 
B(dfanan  aadoibersfnuD'OrlmM  to  this  city,  ibere 
is  a  flagrant  violalicn  of  the  Coasiitntion,  and  a 
crine  committed  that  ahoald  be  punished  as  a 
fdaor^  and  the  put[l>ae  of  making  an  offence  of 
this  xind.a  felony  is  the  object  of  the  present 
motion.  That  these  pers<»s  may  have  been  de- 
prived of  certain  dghls  seeared.by  the  Coastitu- 
tion  is  a  possible  and  probable  case;  fur  every 
illegal  deprivation  of  right  aeeared  by-lav  nndar 
9th  Con.  2d  Sss:).— 18 


the  Coastitntion  may  besaidwiib  e^ual  propriety 
to  be  a  violstioa  of  the  Constitucioa.  Bat,  sir,  so 
far  as  respects  the  habeas  corpus,  tbe  suspension  ■ 
of  it  applies  to  the  Legislature,  and  not  to  persons. 
The  CoDstitutioh  says  it  shaU  not  be  sucpendsd 
but  in  case  of  rebellion,  or  when  tbe  iiablic  safety 
reqaires  it.  ■  This  prohibition  maniiestly  appUea 
to  the  Legislature,  and'nol  to  personsin  their  indi- 
ridaat  capacity.  If,  therefore,  the  iWisUtare 
aDspead  the  habeas  corpus  when  there  is  no  re- 
bellion,  or  when  the  public  safety  does  not  reqoire 
it,  they  VDiild  be  eoiltj'  of  a  violation  of  it  But 
how  has  Oeoeial  Wilkinson  violated  itl  He  has 
BO  power  to  issue  oi  detain  tbe  writ  The  issuing, 
of  (he  writ  of  habeas  corpus  ia.tbe  duty  of  yonr 
judges,  atkd  ihey  have  in  all  cases  issued  tho 
writ  It  was  issued  in  the  pieaeot  case  a|  Orleans ; 
aad  issued  ai  this  place  in  behalf  of  these  meo. 
Your  judges  have  at  all  tim«s  in  this  pacticalar 
been  readyio  do  their  duly.  And  if  so,  where  is 
lbs  neoessity  of  coercing  them,  as  proposed,  by 
fines  and  penalties  1  Sir,  the  necessity  does  not 
exist.  If  General  Wilkinson  has  'disobeyed  this- 
mandaiory  writ,  be  stands  in  contempt,  and  your 
judicial  courts  have  already  power  to  punich  coo- 
cempts.  If  be  has  violated  any  law,  he  is  liabln 
to  be  pooisbed.  If  be  has  deprived  any  peiiODS 
of  their  rights  secured  by  the  Constitution  or  by 
tbe  law,  he  has  done  it  unon  bis  own  lespoositJf- 
ity.  Tbe  lews  are  ample  and  will  give  redress 
for  every  injury.  Lei  these  persons  bring  their 
actions,  and  if  it  should  appear  that  they  ar«  io- 
aocent,  and  that  the  G«a«ral  -has  wantonly  de- 
prived them  of  their  rights,  nn  honest  jury  will 
give  exemplary  daaHig.e8}  but  If  on  trial  it  sbouM 
appear  that  ihay  were  guilif  persons,  and  (hat 
the  public  safelv  reqaired  their  beiag  traostnitted 
this  place,  they  will  net,  they  oogbt  net,  ra- 

>Ter  a  single  cent. 

Bat  bow  does  it  happen  that  so  high  a'sensir 
btlity  isexciied  on  the  present  occasion  f  Is  there 
a  single  gen tiemaa  that  doubtsof  the  ^nilt  of  these 
petsousl  As  to  tbeamouni  of  tbeiigudt  there  may 
be  some  difference  of  opinion;  bat  I  will  veDtnre 
tosay  that  op  one  believes  they  are  iiiaocent.  I 
am  apprized,  hpwever,  that  as  the  offenoa  is  of  a 
political  nature,  a  great  diSereaoe  mav«xis(  as  to 
the  criminality  of  their  conduct.  All  will  admit 
that  they  have  ooiupi  red  against  this  GeveniifteBt. 
But  as  a  ^reet  div«tail]r  of  opkiioa  er«r  has  and 
always  will  be  entertained  as  to  whaf  kind  of 
Oovernwaat  should  be  establisbed  for  the  good  of 
the  human  race,  aoeording  to  tbe  prefereoae  ia 
tbe  mind  ef  each  individual  (o  any  particular 
form  of  Qaveinmeot,  tbe  crime  will  ba  apportian- 
Many  well  inforsied  boaeetmen  hsre  been 

favor  of  a  monarchy.  Others  of  an  aristocracy- 
Some  for  a  demotiacy,  or  a  rppnUic  foundM 
upofl  democratical  principles.  It,  therefort  fol- 
lows that  if  there  are  any  seotlemen  in  this  House 
who  think  a  monarchy  the  best,  and  that  this 
Gbsernment  is  not  worth  preserving,  (2iat  it  is 
good  for  nothing,  they  cannot  view  aa  attempt  to 
overturn  it  as  anigh  oQeoce.  No,  sii,  ihev  can^ 
not;  although  as  hooesi  men,  and  men  of  honor, 
they  could  not  partake  in  a  conspiracy,  yet  ae  the 
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means,  howcTer  dishononble,  mtghl  prodnce  a 
good  end,  thst  of  establbfaiaE  a  GarerDtaeni  bet- 
■  ter  calcufated  for  the  geDerHl  happiness  of  man- 
kind, ihef  woutd  be  teady  to  excuse.  But,  sir, 
■II  ihose  who  believe  ibis  the  best  of  Oovern- 
ments,  will  consider  an  attempt  to  orertora  it  aa 
the  biehest  ofieDce.  It  is  saia  by  lb<^  gentlemao 
from  Vtrgmia  (Mr.  Randolph)  that  it  is  do  odds 
to  him  from  what  qdartei  a  pri^xisition  is  made; 
that  if  it  is  just  he  will  aopport  it  It  is  so  with 
me,  sji;  but  if  it  comes  from  a  quartet  not  in  the 
habit  of  making  ptoposiiioDs  of  that  kind,  Iwitl 
take  the  libertf  of  examining  whether  it  is  solid, 
or  onljr  apl^usible  pretest  to  effect  a  different 
object.  When  I  see  so  strong  a  desire,  or  seeming 
anxiety,  exhibited  for  (be  protection  and  security 
of  the  rights  of  ihe  citizen  against  the  encroach- 
ment of^  govern  mental  power,  as  in  the  present 
case,  among  gentlonen  of  a  certain  political  de- 
scription, ray  mind  is  led  back  to  past  periods,  to 
times  when  the  alieo  and  sedition  law  were  the 
order  of  the  day.  It  was  theii  that  the  Gttvern- 
ment  itself,  being  administered  by  persons  of  this 
description,  adopted  a  course  well  calculated  to 
make  it  strong  and  eDergetJc.  But  now,  sir,  Ihe 
Administration  being  transferred  into  other  hands, 
they  have  become  the  exclusive  guardians  of  the 
rights  of  the  citizen:  Conduct  of  this  kind  may 
lead  us  to  suspect  that  what  ihey  could  not  effect 
when  clothed  with  power,  may  be  now  effected  by 
trtifice.  Be  this  as  it  may,  there  has  been  no 
«anse  shown  to  jasiify  the  adoption  of  the  resolu- 
tion. The  ease  referred  to  does  riot  justify  it, 
Bollman  and  Swartwout  are  not  innocent  men. 
Were  it  demonstrated  ihnt  they  w«Te  innocent, 
and  bad  suffered  without  a  possibility  of  redress, 
it  mizht  then  be  proper  to  aaopt  tneasures  to  pre- 
Tent  future  aggressions.  But  as  this  has  not  been 
showq,  and,  so  far  as  we  know  anythiag  resoecl- 
tng  them,  they  are  culprits,  whether  they  have 
committed  treason  or  a  lesser  offence,  they  are 
guilty  of  crimes,  they  are  conspirators,  and  it  is 
unusual  for  Legislative  bodies  to  legislate  in  favor 
of  offenders. 

It  is  strange  that  there  is  so  great  n  difierebce 
of  opinion  on  this  occasion.  The  senilemaB 
from  Delaware  thinks  there  was  no  danger,  no 
rebellion,  no  crime,  and  no  necessity  of  transmit- 
ting these  persons  from  New  Orleans  to  this  city. 
General  Wilkinson,  who  was  on  the  spot,  thought 
differently ;  and  from  the  same  evidence  officially 
eommnuicBted,  on  which  the  gentleman  has  form- 
ed his  opinion,  the  Judicial  authority  of  this  ter- 
ritory formed  a  different  opinion.  On  diis  evi- 
dence, the  judges  committed  Bollman  and  Swart- 
wout for  treason ;  and  on  the  same  evidence  the 
Senate  suspended  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  by 
which  they  hafe  annOunoed  to  os  and  to  the 
world  that  these  persons  and  their  confederates 
have  forfeited  their  right  to  this  writ.  Bnt  the 
afenilemen  who  advocate  this  motion  declare  Ibey 
hare  not  forfeited  it;  but  that  it  should  be  better 
secored  to  them  by  law.  But,  sir,  1  am  for  a  dif- 
ferent course.  I  wish  noi'lo  touch  the  sabject. 
We  are  not  prepared  to  say  whether  the  conduct 
of  your  commander  hat  been  proper,  or  what  ii 


the  goilt  of  these  men.  They  are  now,  where 
tbey  ought  to  he,  in  the  hands  of  the  judicial  au- 
thority. Under  this  impression,  I  was  opposed  to 
the  suspension  of  the  habeas  corpos,  and  under 
the  same  impression,  I  shall  be  against  the  pres- 
ent resolution. 

Mr.  Alston  said  he  did  not  rise  to  enter  into 
the  merits  of  the  (|ue*tion,  which  had  been  yea- 
terday  under  coosidentioD ;  hut  merelr  to  stato 
the  reaseiks  which  had  induced  him  to  cbange  hia 
vote  on  this  occasion.  He  said  he  coikiidet^  tli« 
qaestion  at  present  presented  to  the  House,  ai 
more  objectionable  than  that  first  submitted.  What 
was  the  object  avowed  by  gentlemen  as  the  cause 
of  this  discussion  1  W«*  it  to  punish  those  who 
had  violated  the  laws  of'the  country'!  No.  Thu 
was  not  the  object.  The  object  must  then  be  to 
hftve  an  improper  influence  on  the  things  that 
bad  already  nappened,  and  with  reg^  to  which 
the  existing  laws  might  be  construed,  differently 
from  what  they  would  be,  if  the  Legisjaiure  did 
not  interpose.  Why  had  gentlemen  laid  still  for 
these  fifteen  years  past,~  and  omitted  to  make  tha 
discovery  that  there  was  ao  law  in  csiitence  to 

Eunish  any  man  who  may  disobey  the  writ'  of 
abea&  corpus?  Why  have  gentlemen  on  fofmer 
occasions  suffered  individuals  to  lie  in  jail  for 
weeks  after  that  writ  had  been  issued  1  If  the 
laws  at  present  in  existence  do  not  now  operate, 
can  anything  which  we  can  do  make  them  oper- 
ate on  those  now  arrested,  or  aa  those  who  here- 
after m^y  he  arrested?  Qenitemen  on  this  sub- 
ject may  know  better  than  I  do,  for  I  believe  this 
conspiracy  has  spread  macb  wider  tlun  is  known 
to  this  House,  or  than  gentlemen  are  willing  to 
acknowledge.  I  am  aoihorized  to  express  this 
opinion  from  the  documents  on  our  table. 

This  proposition  is  brought  forward  in  a  most 
imposing  shape,  and  it  is  unaoubledly  one  to  which 
no  one  would  object,  if  brought  forward  aX  m  pro- 
per time,  if  there  were  not  questions  depending 
on  which  it  is  catculaied  to  operate,  and  if.there 
existed  the  least  probability  of  anythiag  final  l)eing 
done  upon  it,  before  the  close  of  the  session.  The 
inquiry  is  proposed  to  be  made  by  a  select  com- 
mittee ;  the  mover  of  tt^e  reMlntion  will  of  course^ 
accordingto  themodeof  {n'oceedingin  the  Houae, 
be  chairman  of  that  committee]  and  the  report 
will  in  all  probability  be  made  at  too  late  a  period 
of  the  session,  to  admit  of  a. full  discussion,  and 
an  efiect  be  produced  by  the  report  very  differeat 
from  thht  wnich  would  result  from  a  full  inresii- 
gatioD  of  it.  May  not  its  effect  be,  to  cover  a  de- 
cision which  the  gentleman  koQws  is  abont  to  b« 
made  1  To  make  it  appear  that  those  who  make 
thai  decision  have  the  voice  of  the  people  with 
them?  The  first  course  proposed,  of^ submitting 
this  proposition  to  a  Coqumittee  of  the  Whole, 
had  a  tendency  to  produce  an  immediate  investi- 
gation of  the  subject ;  an  agreement  to  the  preaenl 
course  will  have  the  contrary  effect,  of  delaying 
il.  This  proposition  really  presents  a  strange  ap- 
pearanoe.  Oentlemen,  heretofore  the  vehement 
attvocatee  of  energetic  raeasarea,  are  now  con- 
verted into  their  opponents.  This,  however,  is 
nol  stmnge  to  an  aecurata  obaerver  of  hoio&n  iw- 


dbyGoO^le 


640 


HISTORY  OF  OOIfGRBSS. 


660 


Fbbruabt,  1807. 


Writ  of  Babeaa  Corpua. 


ft  reg^ard  to  [he  liberty  and  rights  of  the  citiien. 
Bat  sarelv  this  of  til  species  of  proteeiioa  is  fhe 
sltMigesl  I  The  proteotion  of  men  enga^d  in 
violating  the  rights,  the  liberties,  and  ConalilUtiDO 
of  their  eoantry  !  AQyjiiJge,sdysihegeDtleiBaii, 
who  shall  dare  to  refute  to  grant  tbs  writ  of  ha- 
beu  corpus,  or  officer  who  shall  refuse  to  ober  it, 
■hall  b«  malcted  in  heaiy  damages.  -What  does, 
this  smount  to?  If  any  ]>eraoD  shall  even  see 
treuon  coeamitted  before  his  face,  orAaroti  Burr 
marching  at  the  head  of  the  marine  corps,  he  shall 
&otd«reti>aTrestthem;butshall,inibeGrstinsiaDoe 
go  before  a  judge,  or  reudor  himself  liable  to  be 
mulcted  in  heayy  damages.  Mr.  Alston  conclu- 
ded by  DbservJDg  thai  the  question  had  been 
amp] T  disc uesed,  aod  that  he  had  only  risen  to 
fire  nis  reasoas  for  flonsideriogthe  direetiob  at 
fireMBt  proposed  to  be  given  to.  the  Mibject  more 
improper  than  that  at  first  suggested. 

Mr.  J.  RtKDoLPS  said  it  was  far  from  his  inten- 
tion  again  to,  trouble  theHoose  onthissuhject ;  hut 
the  omission  of  some  ideas  which-  be  meant  be- 
fore to  have  offered,  ixii  some  docErinea  which 
had  been  advocated  by  the  opppnents  of  the  reso- 
lution, compelled  him  once  more  to  address  the 
Houie.  Where  are  we?  said  Mr.  S.  Are 
the  CoDffre&s  of  the  United  States?  Is  this  the 
House  of  Represe'ntaiives  of  this  Unioli,  and  are 
wa  to  hear  oil  this  floor  the  doctrine  adrocated 
that  a  flagrant  TiolatioD  of  the  Constitution  is  to 
he  remedied  by  an  aeiioB  of  damages  as  in  a  com- 
mon Bssaatt  and  battery  1  Is  it  possible  that  such 
can  be  the  idea  of  this  House;  such  our  respect 
for  the  Conalitution,  for  the  institutions  we  are  all 
sworn  to  support,  and  which,  if  we  do  not  support, 
irhether  oai  treason  be  comtnitied  under  the  oen-' 
ners  of  Airoa  Burr,  or  under  the  corcf  of  law,  we 
are  equally  traitors !  Is  this  House  ready  to  s«oc- 
tion  the  doctrine  that  an  open  and  avowed  con- 
tempt of  the  civil  by  the  military  authority,  shall 

be  considered  as  naihing  more  than  a  cot 

riotation  of  law?  A  refusal  to  retpec^thi 
of  habeas  corpus  by  B  cirll<  officer,  is  a  high  mis- 
demeanor. Much  more  is  iiamiaiieoteqoDr,  when 
committed  by  a  military  man,  and  more  especii ' 
ly  if  committed  by  the  command er-Jn-^hief  of  i 
army-  With  regard  to  plots  and  plotters,  con- 
spiracies and  conspirators,  I  am  not  their  friend. 
If  they  eiist,  I  would  deal  with  them  aceordins 
to  law,  I  would  give  them  sheer  law ;  (hey  should 
have  no  more  at  my  hinds.  Do  gentlemen,  how- 
ever, pretend  to  say  that  you  can  proceed  againsi 
a  man  otherwise  than  according  to  kw  7  1  stand 
here  ai  tbe  advocate  of  the  law.  Idying  aside 
the  question  of  guilt,  I  ia.y  proceed  according 
to  law.  If  yon  do  not  do  this,  you  may  first  it 
caicerate  a  man,  aiid  afterwards  snainoa  a  venire 
to  try  whether  the  act  is  justifiable.  It  ' 
desd  men  tell  no  tales.  1  will  put  a  case.  1  will 
■niipose  Aaron  Burr  a  conspirator  against  the 
United  Slates;  a  traitor.  Let  him  die.  If  ao,  I 
would  he&r  the  •entence  pronounced  with  plea- 
rare. 

But  auppoM  aaodiei  thing— aiippose  a  ccai^- 


racy  has  be«n  going  on  for  several  year? ;  suppose 
a- person  has  Men  for  several  years  concerued  in 
it,  and  to  cover  himself  from  suspicion  he  out- 
herods  Herod,  and  Iwcanse  his  weak  nerves  can- 
not enduie  the  sight  of  a  traitor  slabs  him.  Is 
this  to  be  justified  ?  It  is  well  known  (hat  a  con- 
spiracy to  separate  Kentucky  from  the  Union  is 
no  new  thing)  and  no  zeal  which  any  man  con- 
cerned in  it  may  now  manifest  can  throw  off  sas- 
ticion  from  bis  shoulders.    Th«se  are  the  plain 

1  will  put  another  case.  If  a  man  cfaaVged  with 
1  crime  committed  in  «  territory  can  be  carried 
0  a  territory  two  thousand  miles  distant  by  a 
military  guard  and  there  tried,  what  is  the  siiua- 
tion,  Mr.  Speaker;  in  which  you  stand?'  Ton 
yourself  may  be  arrested;  for  you  are  in  a  terri- 
tory, and  the  little  remnant  of  tha  army  here  may 
be  cDBiged  to  carry  you  to  New  Orleans.  Your 
privilege  will  not  extend  to  felony  or  to  a  breach 
if  the  peace. 

I  will  put  another  case.  A  member  of  this 
House  in  ay  be  carried  to  the  marine  barracks. 
You  may  issue  your  writ,  and  your  Sergeaot-at- 
Arms  make  return  that  the  member  is  carried  to 
Orleans;  and  as  accidents  will  happen,  he  may 
be  knocked  over  by  the  boom,  and  tnere  is  an  end 
of  him.  Will  you  lit  down  contented  with  such 
doctrine,  (hat  the  civil  authority  shall  be  put  at 
defiance  by  the  military,  and  the  citizen  shipped 
ofi'to  New  Orleans,  there  to  be  tried  by  a  depend 
■ant  tribunal  ? 

Old  saying  anything  as  to  plots.    I  have  no 

doubt,  however,  of  this  pFot  and  I  have  no  doubt 
of  the  existence  of  a  plot  «lio  in  1788,  and  down 
to  the  year  17^.  But  in  what  way  has  every 
free  people  become  slaves?  .  The  common  recipe 
is — uke  a  quantum  wfficit  of  plots  and  of  military 
force,  always  kept  ready  for  the  purpose,  and  the 
end  is  accomplished :  and  t  s^y  this  most,  if  yon 
give  sanction  to  such  acts,  be  (he  dea(h  of  your 
Qovenimeot.  Has  any  revolution  taken  place  in 
the  affairs  of  France,  which  Was  not  preceded  bv 
a  plot  ?  Are  we  surethat  time  and  chance,  nhioli 
happen  to  tdl  men  and  all  nations,  may  not  bap- 
One  word  on  the  subject  of  the  quartet  from 
which  this  motion  comes. 

An  attempt  is  made  to  sound  the  tocsin,  and  to 
diaciplios  the  House  under  the  banners  of  party, 
on  a  Constitutrooal  question.  Where  the  riolB- 
lion  of  the  Constitution  is  not  pretended  to  he  de- 
nied, it  is  expected  that  the  House  is  to  be  rallied 
under  the  banners  of  party.  The  gentleman  who 
brings  forward  (his  proposition  Is  charged  with 
.the  sentiments  he  snlerlaioed  some  years  since; 
but  it  is  the  misfortune  of  this  argument  that  il 
cuts  two  ways ;  if  you  resort  to  the  sedition  law, 

law,  and  other  acts  of  th 
_,  right  to  refuse  gentlemen  now  t 
their  princiides.  The  people  of  this  country,  aT 
ler  two  or  (hreejugglesof  this  kind,  will  be  apt  to 
conclude  that  federalism  or  republicanism  depends 
on  beii^  in  or  out  of  the  Qoverument ;  that  those 
who  areinara  good  federalists, and  those  outrepub- 
Ueaas;  tbay  will  fiad  thte  out,  if  they  do  not  »•- 
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peet  it  already.  A  few.  luch  inBiaocc*,  and  ihe 
inln  will  faJl  from  their  eye*.  You  quota  ib« 
moat  detestable  iDtiaaeei  of  a  Tiolation  of  a  law 
which  hare  takea  placa  io  tiine  past— no,  this  ia 
the  mot!  deteiiable  of  all — and  yei  you  gravelf  tell 
Ibe  people  that  t  on  will  not  lute  a  to  men  who 
adTocaterightilDDi  infracied,  The  people  of  the 
UDiled  Btatet  will  eTeniaall^  liiten  to  ibem,  if 
joa  pniXW  thii  courw ;  and  rl  is  bceanee  I  do  not 
wUh  them  to  listen  to  tbem,  thai  I  do  not  wish  to 
aee  Ibem  foremoal  in  such  ■  cause  as  this.  It  ia  « 
diafrace  to-(be  old  republicah  pariv,  if  indeed  it 
ia  y^t  in  ezistenee,  ihat  the  writ  of  habeas  eorpua 
■hould  find  its  first  defenders  in  that  quarter. 
There  ia  on  this  subject  oai  melaneboly  fact,  and 
that  i^— that  in  1797  the  fcdcraliab  were  in  a  ma- 

i'Miif;  in  1807  the  republlcana  are  in  a  majority— 
las  the  generalton  of  1796  p«ss«d  away?  No; 
Ihe  same  peot>)e  that  were  in  1796  federalists  are 
in  1807  repnblicans,  and  that  it  the  clue  to  tbe 
thing;  all  ibose  who  swim  with  the  tide  come 
orer  to  the  stronger  side. 

We  are  told  by  stfme  gentlemen,  that  they  io 
BOI  pretend  to  set  themselves  up  as  the  exclusive 
champions  of  the  Conatitulion  or  the  laws.  Lam 
lAti  of  it ;  for  Ood  belp  ibe  CoDsiitutiou  and  the 
UWB,  if  tbey  depended  upon  them. 

In  my  mind  it  is  high  time  to  make  a  provision 
for  a  eomplelB  coma  omiMua  of  power  delegated 
br  the  Conitirution.  Yon  have  found  raembera 
Aia  scasion  roiing  to  make  a  fiolttion  of  ajircn 
TJaion  of  the  slave  bill  death,  on  (he  broad  princi- 
ple of  natural  ri«hi;  and  yetwoald  you  do  less  for 
i  violation  of  tbe  liberiy  of  your  citizens,  when 
you  are  bound  to  proteei  them,  not  only  by  natural 
light  but  by  conrentional  iDStilnlions  and  your 
oaib  1  If  a  miliury  nan  should  lake,  I  will  not 
mj  a  member  of  this  House — hut  aoy  one  of  the 
miserable  ciiizenswho  inhabit  this  place— and  e«- 
eort  liim  under  military  cnard  to  New  Orleans— 
|b*v  tbe  tnililarjr  man- who  would  do  such  a  thing 
ought  to  be  precipitated  from  the  top  uf  the  Capi- 
toT  1  wotild  leach  the  military  that  they  are  tO 
be  subordinate  lo  (he  civil  power,  and  tha(  if  they 
undertake  to  violate  the  civil  iostiiutioDs  of  tbeii 
eonniry,  they  should  pay  the  penalty  oftheir  lives. 
If  you  do  not  guard  the  people  from  such  an  ex- 
cess of  military  power  the  time  will  come  when 
Kn  will  bekickpdout  ofdooTsat  the  point  of  the 
yonet  We  have  seen  tbe  Lenislainr*  of  a  na- 
tion as  enlightened  as  ours,  treated  in  this  way. 
There  Is  one  institution  on  which  I  fear  we  have 
placed  too  great  n  reliance,  t  have  been  always 
■ttaebed  lo  the  press,  and  desired  to  sea  it  free  and 
Mnfeilcredi  anil  1  hare  gone  uniformly  with  those 
wtao  supported  this  opioioD,  even  in  tbe  time  of 
■lien  and  sedition  billn,  andnot  merelv  f  n  a  period 
ofaunahine.  Experience  l»«  proved  to  ua  that 
the  preai  in  the  bandi  of  a  tyrant  may  become 
on*  of  the  firmest  supports  of  his  authority  i  and  if 
there  shall  be  a  eollLuon  between  the  press  and 
the  bayonet,  it  needs  no  prophetic  spirit  to  say 
which  will  kick  the  beam. 

Hr.  M.  Wn-LUHB  said,  he  woold  stale  one  or. 
two  reasons  whv  be  should  vote  for  committing 
dn  naolntioB.  Aa  he  mdeiatood  the  aobjtcl,  the 


only  consideration  at  present  was,  whether  it  was 
necessary  to  make  an  inquiry  into  <he  ezpediencf 
of  amending  tbe  laws  on  this  subject,  li  had 
been  endeavored  to  make  ibis  a  party  question  ; 
he  considered  ii  of  no  impoi;tance  froin  wbat 
quarter  a  proposition  came.  If-  be  thought  it 
Twht,  be  should  vot«  for  it  The  gentleman  from 
Tenneuaee  has  observed  thai  th;  Constitntion  ha* 
made  an  ample  provision  on  this  subject.  It  ap' 
peared  to  him  that  the  CoDsiitution  had  only 
■ecured  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus;  on  penak^ 
bod  been  attached  to  its  violation,  aiad  hence  the 
neces.iity  of  some  l^islaiire  provision  to  answer 
ibis  purpose.  Tbe  samegcatlemin  hasobMrred, 
that  there  i»  no  neceasii^  fori  legislative  arovi* 
sion,  as  the  statute  book  is  already  crowded  with 
eases ;  but,  Mr.  W.  said,  he  believed  (here  was  i^ 
legislaiive  provision  for  the  violation  of  the  Writ 
snder  the.authoricy  of  the  Uoiced  States.  Ii  had 
been  also  said,  ihsi  a  provision  under  the  Oovern- 
meni  of  the  United  Sia  lea  would  abridge  the  rights 
of  the  Statesi  but,  Mr.  W.  aaid,  lie  Could  not 
see  how  this  fimaik  applied.  He  did  not  wisb 
for  any  abridgement  of  those  rights.  The  States 
undoubtedly  bad  a  right  to  pass  laws  relative  tn 
theeiecoiionof  the  writwiinin  their  jarisdietian, 
and  Congress  had  a  concurrent  power  to  regulaie 
it  under  Uie  jurisdiction  of  the  .United  States.  Mr. 
W.  said,  in  nis  mind  many  ■rgumenls  had  been 
urged  which  were  irrelevani;  sUch  as  ihe  conduct 
of  tbe  commaadaot  at  New  Orleans,  and  of  the 
persons  brought  before  the  court.  It  b»d  beea 
said,  tbat  Ibis  was  an  improper  time  to  tning  the 
case  before  the  Legislature ;  but,  eentlemen  would 
find,  that  new  cases  had  nery  freiquenily  siren 
rise  to  new  lawn;  and  the  present  case  clearly 
showed  the  necessity  of  aome  new  provisions. 
Whether  the  persons  impttcated  onthisconaM. 
racy  had  commiiied  treason  or  not,  was  not  tn< 
inquiry;  the  only  qnestion  was,  whether  any 
further  legiilfttire  pioviiion  was  pecesaary  to  ««• 
cure  the  writ  of  habeas  corpvs.  lie  would  ask, 
whether  in  this  instance  the  Coastiiniion  had  not 
been  viqlated  by  the  interpositign  of  the  militaif 
authoifiiy?  Wnether  tbepersons  arrested  wei« 
guilty  or  not,  was  not  for  ihe  House  to  say.  Hr. 
W.  said,  he  did  not  think  that  the  reference  of 
this  resolution  would  have  any  influence  oh  the 
court;  as  an  inquiry  by  Ihe  House  wetitd  impose 
cebsnre  neither  one  way  nor  the  other. 

Ur.  O.  W.  Campbsll  said  hewas  sorry  it  waa 
incumbent  on  him  to  saj,  that  if  tbe  remarks 
which  had  fallen  from  bin  had  been  alluded  tn^ 
he  bad  been  either  egregiously  misundefttood,  ei 
wilfully  misrepresenled.  He  had  m*  inirodueed 
Ihe  measuresof  a  former  Administraiion  as  a'Cleah 
for  this  House;  what  be  had  said  could  not  hare 
made  sudb  an  impression  on  the  mind  of  any 
man;  he  had  not  said  that  the  passage  of  the 
and  sedition,  laws  at  a  former  day,  anthoi^ 


had  Mated  (bat  c 
of  the  reasons  which  induced  htm  to  be  jealous  ot 
the  quarter  from  which  this  measure  emanated. 
He  was  still  of  the  same  opinion;  he  must  be 
jealeiu  of  tbe  gentlemen. who,  notwiUutaadiug 
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their  liTely  pitriolum  at  Ibe  prewnt  dBy,  had 
thus  slept  OD  their  oan  for  firteeo  yesra  put. 

We  have  been  told  that  plot*  are  taken  nd- 
Tantase  of  to  deilTor  the  libertiM  of  free  Datioaa, 
This,  noweTer,  was  ibe  old  nory,  very  tickliof  to 
beanre  lathe  publicear;  buta  mere  pretest  a  kind 
«f  declamation  which  bad  become  a  very  faah- 
ioQible  lubititDie  for  arguntcot.  It  had  also  been 
«aid,  by  the  geDtjem^B  on  his  right,  that  ha  fplt 
very  happy  that  certain  ^rsoba  wef*  not  the 
championE  of  ihe  Coniiimtioa  or  the  laws. 
C.  said,  he  had  observed  that  he  did  not  profau 
to  ba  the  eiclusivc  cbauipioo  of  the  CoDstiiutic 
and  the  lawa;  it  waa  true- thai  he  ^id  not  wiab 
to  be  thought  auch  ;  bat  he  ttusied  in  Ood  that 
the  ConatituiioEidid  t>ot  depend  on  the  efferre- 
acence  of  an  enthuaiastio  'imagiaatioB,  diiohar^- 
ing  witbwit  arKnment  its  ebuUiiiooa  in  such  a 
style' as  Was  o&ea  iiMrd  in  that  Hotue,  or  on 
gentlemen  whose  remtrka  on  one  day  are  in  op- 
position to  those  delivered  by  them  on  another, 
and  whose  speeches  delivered  on  different  daVa 
mustrer  them8el*e&;  he  had  before  said,  and  said 
again,  that  he  sboald  be. always  ready  to  support 
the  Constitution  and  laws  of  his  country;  but 
that  nnd«r  tbia  pretext  he  should  neTer  come  for^ 
ward  as  the  champion  of  the  Constitution  and 
lawa  merely  to  deblaim  and  make  a  noise. 

It  had  be^D  said,  that  auch  an  extraordinary 
«asa  u  the  preaent  required  aitraordiaary  interfci^ 
enoe;  bat  De  would  ask  where  any  deaci^noy  of 
legislative  provision  'bad  been  shown  ti>  exist  on 
fhiq  soblect  T  Suppoae  a  man  entered  this  House 
and  killed  a  menber ;  be  would  be  punished  as 
in  common  cases.  Bo  io  the  preaent  insteoce,  if 
the  military  trampled  on  the  civil  power,  thecotirta 
«f  jastic«  Were  open  for  redteea.  But  iria  said 
we  sboald  punish  this  offence  with  de>th ;  this 
was  an  inslanee  of  the  exiravaganee  of  which  he 
had  spt^eo.  If  erery  iofractioo  of  the  Constitu- 
tion and  law*  waa  made  a  capital  offbvce,  they 
would  be  carried  back  iflto  that  state  of  berbarity 
which  existed  three  buodred  vears  ago,  when  life 
was  the  anifbrm  penally  attached  to  every  ofibncei 
He  had  ibongbt  that  the  American  nation  had 
established  a  humane  ayatecn  of  punishments, 
foonded  cm  the  principles  of  pbilantlwopy.  If 
these  prineiplesare  to  M  now  abaitdoned,  we  may 
Kttaee  oar  atepe  into  the  dark  ages  of  barbarity 
when  aanguinary  poBisbmeBU  were  made  use  of 
to  keep  nations  in  atibmiasioD  to  their  tyrants. 
Hr.  0.  aaid,  be  should  rota  decidedly  against 
teferiing  this  praposiiion  to  a  sdect  committee 
at  thia  time ;  because  he  saw  no  good  ptn-poae 
that  snch  a  reference  could  answer ;  beeauae  he 
did  not  believe  that  any  alierattbu  in  the  laws 
was  necessary,  and  if.  necessary  the  remainder  of 
the  scaaion  was  insufficient  to  make  it.  The  laws 
of  the  several  States  had  madeeompleteprovisioa 
for  aecaring  the  writ  of  habeas  cotpoa  in  alt  In- 
ftanees,  in  which  no  defects  bad  been  pointed  out 
that  be  had  ever  heard  of.- 

Hr.  M^TBRs  oppoaed  the  resolution.  He 
«oald  not  conceive  how  a  refusal  to  ob^  a  writ 
couVd  be  considered  a  violation  of  tb«  Ooastitu- 
tiaa.    Why,  taid  he,  this  eutaivdiiMry  ieti  -in 


those  people's  rights  who  want  to  destroy  yowr 
own  rightsi     Have  no  other  people  any  rights? 
Several  gebtlemen  were  rrsing:  to  speak  when 
an  adjoUTomeut  was  calUd  for,  and  carried. 

TuBSDAT,  February  19. 

Mr.  J.  Ci.i.y,  from  the  committee  appointed  OK 
the  sixteenth  instant,  presented  a  bill  to  explain 
the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  for  fixine  the  rank  and 
pay  of  the  commanding  i^cer  of  the  Corps  of 
Marines ;"  which  wa»  read  twice  aitd  committed 
(o  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Honae  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  trausmttting  a  sup- 
"plemeotoiy  report  io  relation  to  invalid  pensioner^ 
made  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  the  tenth  of  April 
last,  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  for  persons  who 
were  disabled  by'  koown  wounds  received  in  the 
Revolutionary  "War;"  which  were  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 
.  Mr.  J.  MoBROWi  from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  whom  was  committed,  on  the  sev- 
enth ioslant,  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  enti- 
tled '*  An  act  confirming  claims  to  land  in  the 
District  of  Vinceunes,"  repotted  to  the  House 
their  agreement  to  the  same,  without  amendmeat. 

OTXJemZ,  That  the  said  bill  be  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr,  J.  Clay,  from  the  committee  to  whom  waa 
commilted.  on  the  sixiecntb  instant,  the  bill  sent 
from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''  An  act  in  addition  to 


whole  House  to-morrow. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  transmiuing  a  letter  from  dtai 
Ministers  Plenipotentisry  at  London,  informing 
us  that  they  have  agreed  with  the  British  Com- 
missioners to  conclude  a  treaty  on  all  the  points 
which  bad  formed  the  object  of  their  negotiation, 
and  on  term*  which  they  trusted  we  would  ap- 
prove.- Also,  a  letter  from  the  Minister  Plenipo- 
tentiary  at  PariSj  covering  one  to  him  from  the 
Minister  of  Manne  of  that  Qovernment,  asanr- 
ing  him  that  the  imperial  decree  lately  passed 
was  not  to  affect  otir  comnierce^  wiiich  would  stiU 
be  geveraed  ,by  the  rule«  of  the  treaty  established 
between  the  two  couatriea.  Also,  a  letter  ftoia 
Cowles  Mead,  Secretary  of  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory, acting  as  Oovranot,  informing  that  Aaron 
fiurr  had  surrendered  himself  to  the  civil  antttority 
of  that  Territory. 

The  said  joessage  was  read,  and,  together  with 
the  documeniB  tiaDsmitted  therewith,  oidered  to 
"!  on  theuble. 

STANDINa  RULES. 

On  motioD  of  Mr.  Joseph  Clat,  that  the  Hotise 
do  cofoe  to  the  following  resolution : 

Jlsssfarf,  That  the  foUtwring  be  added  to  the  strndim 
roles  aad  radars  of  the 'House: 

Order  of  buntittt  of  the  Atg. 

As  aoen  ts  the  journal  is  read,  di*  SpofcerahaB  eia 
fcrpetiliMM  tvm  (he  member*  of  eaeh  Hate  nd  dd^ 
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jrtM  fiwn  Mch  TanitOTj,  beginning  with  N«»  HMnp- 

After  the  petitioiw  bi*e  been  pnMDtad  and  dimwd 
of,  the  npoita  of  the  irtwidiiig-coniniittoei  of  the  Hodw 
1,^.11  b«  called  for,  ip  the  order  of  their  •ppomtment  at 
die  begfnnillB  of  the  nwioii. 

Beporte  frnm  Sdect  Committeei  Aall  then  be  ra- 

The  alwre  basaaa  aball  be  dona  at  no  other  part  of 
the  da;.    The  HMtaeihall  than  omaidar    ' 
bminaM  in  the  fbiknring  ordei : 

Bxacntive  BueaMgea. 

Report!  liom  Depaitmenta. 

Beporti  from  the  Piwtinuter  {Jencial. 

Billi  on  the  fiiat,  and  b;  ipecial  order,  on  t 

Bill*  on  the  diird  reading. 
CommiUea  of  the  tn/iole  Route  in  HufoOounaf  order. 

On  bilU  from  the  Senate,  in  the  order  ccmmitled. 

Oq  biOa  oriiinating  in  the  Houie  of  RepreiantaliTea, 
in  the  Older  committed. 

On  Joint  Resolution*,  in  the  order  committed. 

On  reporia  of  the  Standing  Commttleei,  in  the  or- 
der committed. 

On  report!  of  StteCt  Committee!,  in  the  aame  order. 

On  EiecntiVe  Heuagea,  in  the  aame  order. 

On  Repmti  of  Departmenta,  and  of  the  Poatmaster 
Oeneral,  in  the  lame  order. 

Reporta-of  CommitteM  of  the.irhole  Home  ahall  be 
eonndered  as  aoon  aa  made,  nnleai  othenriae  directed 
bj  the  Uonae. 

The  Speaker  ahall  read  o^r  the  lerer!]  ordera  of  the 
da;  nntil  one  be  called  for,  on  which  the  queation  ahall 
be  pat,  anleaa  a  priTJleged  queation  be  moved  on  it. 

No  order  of  the  day  ahall  be  poatponed,  on  motic 
anleaa  indefinitelj. 

JoM  Rule  oftht  two  Boatet, 

No  petition  or  bill,  which  originated  fiois  a  petitii 
which  m«j  be  rejected  bj  either  Hoiue,  ■hell,  be  agi 
taken  into  conaideration,  nnleaa  in  the  Houae  which 
rt^ta^A  the  petition  or  bill. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  motion  do  lie 
table. 

WRIT  OF  HABEAS  CORPUS 
Tbe  HoDse  proceeded  to  contider  tbe 
of  Ht.  Broom— ayes  60,  ooeB  37 — the  question 
being  on  it*  reference  to  a  select  commitiee. 

Mr.  BoBWELr,  said,  when  he  had  before  ad- 
dressed  the  Houte  on  this  resolution,  he  had  ob* 
aerved  that  he  wonid  vote  for  it*  reference 
Committee  of  the  whole  House.  He  ibonld  now 
vote  for  it*  reference  to  a  select  committee.  The 
change  proposed  in  the  mode  of  its  disposition 
had  not  varied  the  principle.  It  had  always  been 
a  maxim  with  him  to  favor  iuqairy  when  soli- 
cited in  respectful  terms.  He  held  it  to  be  the 
light  of  every  member  to  submit  any  resotnlioo 
to  the  House  which  he  thought  proper,  aod  the 
duty  of  the  House  to  give  it  a  reapectnil  altenlion. 
He  rose,  however,  at  this  time  for  the  purpose  of 
ofiering  ao  amendment  to  the  rewtatioa,  pre- 
dicated on  the  necessity  of  limiting  the  power  of 
the  Suj^eme  Court  to  luue  wriUof  habeas  corpus. 
The  object  of  this  motion  was  not  in  the  least  to 
affect  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court,  recealty 
nadeoD  tbttsubject}  but  the  ikcl  was,  tbe  judges 
ihemaelvca  questioned  theii '  power,  sitling  as  a 


court,  to  issue  this  writ.  It  was  tme  that  in  two 
eases  they  had  exercised  this  power ;  but  in  the 
'  It  ease,  after  a  very  fall  examioatiao,  if  he  was 
rrecily  informed,  two  judges  had  given  an 
opinion  that  the  conn  had  the  power,  two  were 
of  opinion  that  they  did  not  possess  it,  and  a  third 
had  coiocided  with  the  two  former  judoes,  barely 
because  a  like  decision  had  been  heretMore  made. 
In  the  act  of  1789,  Mr.  B.  said  he  found  the  fol- 
lowing provision : 

"AU  the  beloTe  mentioned  courts  of  the  United 
State*,  *hall  have  power  Is  inne  writ!  of  teirtfdaia, 
hsliea!  eorpne,  and  all  other  write  not  spedaHy  pro> 
vided  for  b;  slatnM,  which  may  be  Deceaeaiy  fbr  Iba 
exerdae  of  their  respective  jiuiadictioiu,  and  agreeable 
to  the  principle!  and  uaage*  of  law.  And  either  of 
the  jnaticea  of  the  Bnpreme  Court,  ■!  well  *■  jodge*  of 
the  dntiict  court*,  shall  have  power  to  ^rmnt  writi  at 
kabea!  eorpni  fbr  the  pnrpoae  of  an  inquiry  into  the 
eauaa  of  commitment.  Providtd,  That  writs  of  habeas 
corpai  ihall  in  no  caae  extend  to  pciaonen  in  jail, 
unleaa  where  they  are  in  cnatody,  nnder  or  by  color 
of  the  authority  of  the  United  Statea,  or  are  com- 
mitted far  trial  before  aoms  court  of  the  aame,  or 
e  necaaaary  to  be  brought  into  court  to  testify." 
Now  the  question  naturally  occurs,  whether  a 
criminal  offence  committed  agaioEi  the  laws  of 
the  United  States,  or  a  statute  of  any  Sute,  comes 
within  the  jutiadictiDn  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  Slates.  I  have  no  doubt  in  my  mind 
that  that  court  has  no  such  juriadiction.  A  re- 
ference to  the  Constitution,  which  defines  the 
original  powers  of  the  oourt,  will  show  my  coit- 
Btruciion  to  be  correct.  In  the  third  article,  second 
•eetioD,  it  is  declared.  "  In  all  cases  affecting  Am- 
'busBdorB,other  public  Minister*  and  Consul*, and 
'  ihose-iowhicha  State  shall  be  parif,  the  Supreme 
'Court  shall  have  original  jurisdiction,  ta  all  the 
'  other  cases  before  mentioned,  the  Supreme  Court 
'  shall  have  appellate  jurisdiction,  both  as  to  law 
'  and  fact,  with  such  exceptions,  and  under  sncli 
'  tesulalioos,  as  the  Congress  shall  make^' 

Does  it  not  follow  trora  these  expressions  that 
Jjefore  the  Supreme  Court  have  original  jurisdic- 
tion (for  the  iisuiag  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  is  an 
original  and  not  an  appellate  power)  they  must 
have  that  power  within  the  terms  of  the  Conati- 
tuiion,  viz:  "In  all  eases  aSecting  Ambasaadon, 
'  other  public  Ministers  and  Consuls, and  those  in 
'  which  a  State  shall  be  parly,  the  Supreme  Court 
'  shall  hare  original  jurisdiction." 
.  Whence  then  the  power  to  issue  a  writ  of 
habeas  corpus  in  any  other  easel  Mr.  BnaWB!.!, 
said  it  appeared  to  him  that  the  Constitution  did 
not  confer  the  power  to  interfere  wilh  ordinary 
offences  committed  within  the  United  States,  and 
he  tfacingbt  it  was  at  this  time  peculiarly  expedi- 
ent to  make  some  legislative  provision  on  thii 
subject. 

What  will  the  consequence  be  of  this  docirius 
of  the  Supreme  Court?  That  a  man  confined  in 
any  pan  of  the  United  States  may  be  released, 
however  distant  from  the  place  where  the  court 
sits,  and  be  brooghl  lo  Washington  to  determine 
whether  he  has  been  legally  eom milled.  In  .all 
cuea,  anleaa  cominltted  on  testimony  it 
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>t  be  discharged,  for  it  ii  Dsoal  to  recoKnue 
ws  toaitendal  A-panicnlartimeand  plane, 
tmd  if  the  peraon  aceased  be  brought  up  withodt 
aneh  vitnesaes,  what  is  to  prerent  hira-fToin  going 
at  targe  1  It  is  most  manifest  that  the  ezeicise  of 
this  power  will  be  found  extTemetf  iacoDTeDieat; 
■od  as  in  bis  ^inioo  it  could  be  oily  exercised  in 
contravention  of  the  Constitation  and  public  util- 
ity, Mr.  B.  said  he  tnialed  the  Legislature  would 
take  steps  to  liraii  the  jurisdiction  nf  the  Supreme 
CoDrt,  and  to  prevent  persona  going  at  large  whe 
ought  to  be  confined  for  their  iriaU  ' 

What  would  be  th?  effect  of  the  doctrinecon- 
tended  fbi  hj  the  g^niieman  from  Delaware,  that 
it  was  tbe.  dutf  oi  every  judge  even  at  the  risk  of 
his  life,  to  issue  a  writ  of  hatwas  ftorpusl  Coo- 
ridering  iheczirerpe  distance  of  one  part  of  the 
United  States  from  another,  it  would  oe  impossi- 
ble for  a  judge  to  ascerlaiii  whether  tbe  individ- 
ual was  confined  under  the  authority  of  the  Dui- 
ted  Srates  or  of  a  particular  State;  and  cou^- 
quenllv,  under  sudh  an  injunction,  he  would  be 
compelled  either  to  violate  the  anthority  of  the 
States,  or  expose  hiinsetf  to  a  moat  severe  and 
imminent  peril,  t/lt.  B.  mid  be  made  thia  ^ate- 
DQ^it  to  show  the  nece^ity  of  making  provision 
for  such  a  caae. 

Mr.  B.  said  be  had  only  to  add,  that  if  the  Sd- 
preme  Court  had  a  right  to  isaue  a  writ  of  habeas 
corpus  in  every  case^andthii  were  enjoiiied  under 
a  severe  penalty,  instead  of  having  their  juriadic- 
tion  narrowed  down  to  particular' caaea,  aa  was 
uadoobledlv  intended  by  the  Conslitotion,  they 
may  interfere  ra  the  wbtJe  criminal  jurisdic 
tion  of  the  Untied  Siatea.  Itwaafor  th«*e  rea- 
tons  that  he  offered  the  amendmtaL  As  to  tbe 
other  branches  of  th«  anbject;  be  had  already 
given  his  ideas  4ipon  them',  whickil  was  nnneces^ 
■ary  to  repeat. 

Hr.  BuRWBLi.  then  moVed  to  insert  after  the 
word  ftote*—"  and  the  necessity  of  defining  the 
'  poweref  theSnpreineOourtof  the  Untied  States 
'  —  "sning  the  writ  of   habeas  corpus."    This 


meni.  and  should  liM  vole  for  the  Tesotntloo, 
whicn  he  tbooghl  mote  exceptionable  in  its  pres- 
ent than  in  its  original  form.  He  bad  before  con- 
tended that  [he  prTvil^e  of  the  writ  of  habeas  eor- 
ptis  waa  amply  protected.  He  had  staled  that 
every  judge,  according  to  their  own  claim,  did 
possens  the  ffower  of  issuing  it — not  under  any 
particular  law,  but  under  a  Constitutional  pro- 
vision, he  presumed.  He  demanded  whether  that 
House  could  change  a  Constitutional  provision? 
The  CoDsiitntion  declares  that  ''the  privilege 
of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  tball  not  b«  snspehd- 
ed,  nnlesswhen,  in  cases  of  rebellion  or  invaiion, 
the  public  safety  may  require  it."  The  amend- 
meut  agreed  to  went  to  narrow  this  privilege,  by 
taking  from  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  the 
right  of  issuing  the  writ.  Is  not  this,  said  Mr. 
Jackson,  a  auspensioo  of.iti'  If  the  power  be 
takenfrom  this  eOartjjnay  it  not  be  taken  f^om 
anotherl  What  is  there  to  require  a  suspension 
of  the  writ  of  habeas  oorpot,  that  did  not  nqiiiTe 


reqnire  it?  .-No;  gentlemen  who  have  indulged 
iheraaelies  in  animadversions  on  the  conduct  of 
the  officer  who  has  made  certain  recent  arrests, 
and  which  have  given  rise  to  this  motion,  have 
biled  in  showing  that  the  privil^e  of  the  writ  of 
habeas  corpus  is  not  amply  secured.  It  is  in  vain 
to  say,  that  because  ne  fix  a  penalty  to  disobedi- 
ence, «r  resort  i6  the  sanguinary  system  of  soma 
genucmen,  propoaing  f  ven  death,  we  shall  prevent 
the  violator  of  tne  Constitution  from  feeling  power 
and  forgetting  right.  He  who  is  disposed  to  vio- 
late the  CooGtilutioD  will  do  it,  even  at  the  riak 
of  death.  We  have  affirmed,  bowever,  that  aiiy 
peiBoA  whose  righb  are  infringed,  may  obtain' 
justiee;  and  that  the -ci^urt  whose  writ  diall  be- 
refused  has  a  light  to  issue  au  attachment.  T» 
deny  the  existence  of  this  power^  would  be  to  re- 
duce our.  tribunals  to  mere  pie  mitdre  cooiU. 
Although  we  have  called  on  gentlemen  to  show 
the  necessity  of  legislating  at  the,  or  any  other 
time,  6a  this  subject,  ihey  have  ooalented  them- 
selves with  deolamations  and  disc nwions  merely 
jpoliiical.  1 1  seems,  however,  that  the  zeal  of  gen- 
tlemento  protect  the  privileges  of  the  cilizok,  as 
might  have.been  readiw  foreseen,  has  already  in- 
duced them  10  vole  for  ousting-  the  Supreme  ' 
Court  of  its  jurisdiction. 

Mr.  BunwBLi.  explained.  He  said  his  col- 
league certainly  had  not  attended  to  the  amend- 
ment. It  only  iostitnied  an  inquiry,  and  did  not 
propose  absolutely  an  abridgement  of  powers. 
The  argttmenls  used  in  its  favor  showed  clearly 
thM  a  distinction  had  been  expressly  taken  be- 
tween the  powers  vested  in  the  Supreme  Court  fay 
the  Constitution  and  those  conferred  by  the  law 
of  Conness.  Indeed,  it  was  intended  to  expound 
a  law  of  whose  ambiguity  ike  judgea  tbemaelvea 
had  complained. 

Mr.  Jacesok. — I  assure  my  friend  from  Vir- 
ginia, that  no  person  is  less  disposed  than  myself 
to  miarejweaent  -his  opinions.  [Mr.  J.  here  read 
the  provisioDs  of  the  Constitution  relative  to  the 
powen  conferred  on  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  Slates.]  We  cannot  impose  on  the  Su- 
preme Court  any  original  jurisdiction.  I  indeed 
understand  they  refilled  to  lake  it  in  the  case  of 
invalids.  My  objection  is,  as  to  the  necessity  of 
making  any  inquiry  whatever  into  the  subject, 
under  ihe  apprehension  that  it  will  have  a  ten- 
dency to  narrow  down  the  rights  of  the  citizen. 
What  are  the  arguments  of  my  friend  1  That 
great  inconvenience  will  flow  from  this  deciaioQ 
of  the  Supreme  Court"7(hat  a  man  confined,  at 
B  great  distance,  will  apply  by  his  attorney  and 
obtain  bis  discbarge.  But  I  say,  if  thejuriadiccioi) 
of  the  Supreme  Court  in  this  caae  be  derived  horn 
the  Coiutiiution,  we  cannot,  in  thia  way,  suspend 
it  If  we  nay  that  this  or  that  court  shall  not  ex- 
eroise  that  power,  we  may  divest  ii  altogether. 
This  rage  for  inquiry  without  necessity  is  to  me 
a  moai  extra  ordinary  political  pbeoomenon.  Haa 
there  been  a  single  insiance'pointed  out  where  a 
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mux  of  power  7  So  far  from  thia,  iDiny  ^ntte- 
men  are  of  opinioD  tbat  ihe  powers  of  oar  conrU 
an  slrexd^  too  great.  I  hope,  thererore,  anlees  the 
neceEaitjr  is  made  maaifest,  we  ahall  aetther  lo- 
^aire  nor  legislate ;  and  more  eepecislly,  while  we 
ate  eiptesBiiig  out  solicitude  for  the  tiehis  of  the 
«itizenj  we  shall  doi  take  froo)  him  lEe  right  of 
«ppesliiig  to  the  supreme  EriboDal  of  the  eaunliy. 

Mr.  BiDWELL.— The  matiao.  as  dow  amended, 
embraces  Iwo  objects;  lo' provide  additional  peD' 
allies  for  the  security  of  the  privilege  of  habeas 
«orpus,  and  to  define  Ihe  powers  of  the  Supreme 
Court  as  to  issuing-  writs  of  habeas  eorpos.  It  is 
proposed  to  appoint  a  select  committee  to  ini^aire 
into  (he  expediency  of  msking  these  proyisiona. 
Eaob  member  of  this  proposition  is  espresely  pre- 
dicated,  bv  its  mover.upoa  particular  recent  oceurr 
rences;  the  one,  upon  the  condBct  of  General 
Wilkinson,  in  seizinc  ceitaio  persons  at  New  Or- 
leans, and  Bending  iliein  to  ibe  sMi  of  Qorertt- 
■aent,  under  militaiy  arrest;  the  other,  apon  the 
late  deiermination  of  a  majority  of  the  Bupreme 
Court  to  exercise  jurisdiction  in  a  case  of  habeas 
eorpiu,  for  the  discharge  of  some  of  those  persons. 
With  respect  to  both  of  these  objects,  and  also  u 
it  reapacis  ibe  propriety  of  referring  the  question 
to  a  select  committee.  I  am  opposed  to  the  motion, 
uid  hope  it  will  not  oe  adopted. 

I  do  not,  indeed,  subscribe  tp  the  opinion, Jnst 
now  advanced  by  a  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
(Mr.  Jaoksoei,)  ibal  Congress  bava  no  Constiln- 
tiooBl  authority  to  deBne  the  jurisdiotion  of  the 
Supreme  Court  in  caseiof  habeas  corpo*.  With' 
in  the  limits  of  the  Constitution  there  is  room  for 
'  da.  to  pass  a  law.  defining  and  specifying  their 
powers  on  this  lunjeet.  But,  sir,  I  will  not  give 
iBf  Tote  in  favor  of  an  act  fcr  that  purpose,  point- 
ed at  a  particular  decision  of  the  court,  while  they 
hare  other  qaestiima  connected  with  it  nndet 
their  consideration. 

I  regret  that  Ibis  BBbJecI  has  beati  moved  at  the 
preseattjme,andstil)  more  that  themoitoo  has  fae«D 
•apported  on  the  ground  which  ban  been  taken 
is  IM  debate.  The  gtoond  of  argument  assumed 
by  thegmtleoMB  from  Delaware,  (Mr.  Bboom,) 
wko  introduced  the  motion^  and  by  othM  gentle* 
men  who  have  followed  him,  was  calculated  to 
«xeite  unpleasant  personal  and  part;  senstbiUties 
in  the  House,  and  to  Bpread,an  unnecessary  alarm 
abroad  ;  and,  if  pursued,  in  the  smuc  latitude  of 
diaouwioo,  will  occupy  the  small  remainder  of 
tkeaesaion,  to  the  exclusion  of  many  articles  of  busl- 
nesa,  which  hare  already  passed  throDgh  tbe-pre- 
panim?  stages, and  are  readvtobed^nitirdy  aoted 
upon.  Sir,  the  session  is  aim  wing  to  a  close,  and 
uere  are  a  very  conaidtfable  iramber  of  bills,  re- 
ports, and  other  matters  on  youttaUe,  wbieh  ba  re 
boeo  waiCiDg  sereral  we^  for  an  opporinnity  to 
bandied  Bp.  Whenever  there  has  been  an  opening 
to  call  for  an  oi4er  of  the  day,  yoti  bare  seen  gen- 
tUawn  neiog,  fHMn  all  qnancts  of  tike  Hcmse,  and 
•■deaTwiu  toaatieipate  each  other  in  addressing 
the  Cbair,tor  the  porpoM  of  bringing  forward  the 
baaincsa  of  which  tmy  reapeeiively  bareapar- 
tknlar  charge.  All  this  mass  of  basinesB  most  ba 
poMpoood,  and  all  iht  labor  of  mUnring  it  lost, 


.by  the  nnseasonable  introduction  of  this  question, 
and  the  extraordinary  nrode  of  reasoning  by  which 
its  advocates  have  chosen  ^O'supporl  II  They  will 
not  suffer  us  to  vote  in  silence,  but  drive  us  to  the 
necessity  of  repelling  their  oheervatioDs  and  ex- 
plaining ourown  views  of  the-subjeet. 

When  the  gentleman  first  moved  to  refer  thia 
resolution  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  I  was  in 
favor  of  the  reference,  because  I  wiebed  to  gin 
him  a  fair  opporuiniiy  to  submit  any  amendment 
ofourlawwnich  be  might  have  in  contemplation 
and  because  I  ihougbt  such  a  qilestioB  could,  ac- 
cording to  the  rules  of  order,  be  discussed  with 
more  propriety  in  tlie  Committee  of  the  Whole 
than  in  the  House.  Bui  it  was  thought  proper  to 
take  a  different  coarse.  .  The  disoussion  proeecd- 
^A  ^n  viiA  [TniiAa     Tk*  """^''*'  has  exi^med  bis 


ed  in  Vbe  .House.    The  i 


Afier  two  days  debate,  he  nas  changed  nis  ground, 
and  substituted  the  present  motion,  of  which  the 
necebsary  effect,^  and  of  course  the  design,  is  (O 
withdraw  from  the  House  the  first  decision  of  the 
main- question,  by  r^errmg  it  to  a  select  eommit- 
i«e  for  inquiry.  That  vould  be  a  departoie  from 
the  usual  and  regular  coune  of  proceeding.     The 

Kincipie  oupbt  to  be  first  settled  in  the  whole 
ouse,  and,  if  oeQessary.  a  committee  afterwards 
appointed  to  report  the  detaib.  1  can  see  no  use- 
ful purpose  to  be  answered  by  appointing  a  select 
eommiiiee  of  inquiry :  .forsuch  a  committee  could 
have  access  to  no  other  sources  of  information,  aa 
to  law  or  .facts,  than  such  as  ere  already  before  us 
and  before  the  pnblio.  Thev  would  .poasem  no 
better  ineans  of  judging,  for  toemselres,  than  the 
same  gentlemen  nbw  bare  in  common  wjth  other 
members  J  nor  would  the  House  feel  bound  by 
their  report.  SappceeacommitteetobeappoiDted, 
and  to  report  that  U  is.  or  that  it  is  not,  expedient  to 
make  the  proposed  legislative  provisions.  The 
question  would  oome  back,  and  meet  us  a^^ain  ii 

llie  House.    In  thia  point  of  view  a  c< ' 

would  be  useless;  and,forthatrr 

against  it. 


LTtr  or  proper,  if  wa  had  lei- 

rass  a  law  on  the  lobject,  at  the  present 

limel    The  principal  argument  in   favor  o[  it 


has  been  drawn  from  the  recent  trauaactiona  at 
New  Orleans.  We  have  been  told  that  the  Con- 
stitution has  been  violated,  and  that  Congresa 
ought  to  act  oa  the  occasion ;  otherwise,  we  mny 
become  iamiliarized  to  encroachments  on  the  Con- 
stilutidn,  until  all  rospeol  for  that  sacred  instru- 
ment may  be  lost  Sir,  this  argument  is  atwo- 
edged  sword.  It  cuts  both  ways.  If,  f»  a  tera- 
ponry  purpose,  the  trumpet  of  alarm  is  sounded, 
when  there  is  no  real  danger ;  if,  by  way  of  appeal 
to  the  public,  we  are  urged  to  legislate  upon  « 
suggestion  that  the  C<»siitati(»i  has  been  riolattd 
when  there  has  been  no  sncfa  violation,  or  none 
but  what  the  ordinary  eourae  of  bw  is  competent 
to  correct  and  redress ;  we  may  be  familiarized  1* 
charges  of  that  nature,  nntil  we  beeoiheiiiaan^ble. 
indifferent,  and  disinclined  to  interpose,  when  le- 
gislative inierpositioa  may  be  really  neceeiaiy. 

Por  the  sake  of  argnment.  let  it  be  »dinitted 
that  a  Constilutionnl  right  us  been  infringed. 
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Does  \i  follow  thkt  Congrets  ^tight  to  legislate  on 
the  occasion  ?  Take  tbe  insttiaee  f^ieh.  in  order 
to  bring'  the  subject  home  to  outselres,  nas  been 
pal.  Suppose  ■  member  of  ibia  Houee,  in  con- 
tempt of  his  Conniiniianal  ecemption  from  srrest, 
except  for  treason,  felony,  or  breach  of  the  pMce, 
ia  arreHted  on  civil  proceiis,  and  imprisoned  in  this 
territory,  or  carried  oat  of  it,  if  you  please,  under 
arrest;  woald  Congress  feel  themselves  called 
o^on  10  pass  B  law.  in  consequence  of  such  in- 
fringement  of  a  Coostitaiioaal  priTilegel  No, 
sir.  The  legal  remedies  already  provided  would 
be  nfficientt  The  party  iRJored  ini^ht  sue  out  a 
babeas  corpus  for  bis  discharge,  in  the  first  place, 
and  afterwards  commence  bis  action  for  damages, 
to  be  assessed  by  a  jury,  npon  a  full  consideraiion 
of  bII  tbe  cifcamstaDcea  of  aggravatioD  or  allevia- 
tioih  and  the  officer  or  person  who  did  ihcininry 
would  be  still  further  liiMe  to  be  indieled  oy  a 
prand  jury  and  tried  and  punished  by  the  proper 
tribunal.  These,  sir,  are  the  erisliog  provisions 
of  law.  And  1  ain  not  willing  to  disparage  the 
right  of  jury  trial,  so  soleinnly  recoguisad  id  tbe 
Constitutioa,  by  treating  it  as  inadeqnate  to  give 
relief.  It  is  a  privilege  by  nomeans  inferior  to 
the  babeas  corpns.  It  is  ode,  tikdeed,  without 
which  that  cannot  be  enforced.  It  is  a  legal  and 
ConstitBtional  remedy  ;  and  bo  friend  to  our  laws 
and  CoostituiioH  will  attempt  to  degrade  it.  .1 
am  not  pretending  that  it  is  perfect.  Imperfection 
iiBtampedupon-everytbingthalitfaunlan.  Coarts 
and  juries  are  not  in  fa  Hi  Bl»;  t  bey  are  not  iiiao- 
ceasible  to  ibote  passions  and  prejudices  which 
are  oonimoD  to  men  in  all  situations.  But  they 
are  not  more  liable  te  (he  infloenee  of  erroaeous 
oi  improper  coDsideratioDS  than  legislatures  are. 
No  «a<er  inHitution  than  that  of  trial  by  eobit 
asd  JDry,  baa  been  devised  to  redress  infractioos 
(tf  p««anai  rights,  h  is  open  to  alt  persona  who 
t^ink  they  have  imtained  an  injury,  and  is  as  free 
lirom  objeetioa  as  the  lot  of  humUnity  will  admit. 

Tbe  violatioB  of  a  perMMal  rigkt,  whether  Con- 
atitatloiial  or  only  legal,  eannotreqairelcgMative 
hutferenec,  tmieM  it  has  retulMd  from  tome  de- 
fect in  tbeeiiithig  law}  wni  eren  ttten,  an  addi- 
tional act  oag4>t  not  to  be  interpoacd  at  ■  time  and 
in  a  maaaer  ealoatated  la  nake  aa  imprenion  on 
judicial  questions,  which  may  have  grown  out  ^ . 
the  aubjeei.  Legislative  influence  upon  the  jtidi- 
ciary  would  be  as  improper  as  judicial  influence 
npoa  the  legislature. 

hhas  been  admitted,  fbritcontd  not  be  denied, 
that  an  additional, laV  cannot,  consietently  with 
the  Ctmstitulion,  operate  retrospectively,  so  as  to 
lwv«  a  legal  effect  upon  rights  or  liabttiiies,  which 
have  already  aeerued.  And  surely  a  legislature 
onght  not,  hy  acts  of  pointed  legislati<«,  to  pro- 
dace  any -other  than  a  legal  effect  npon  snch  ex- 
iitiitg  eases,  by  prejudging  a  question  .or  prejndi' 
cing  the  public  mind,  and  thus  inflaeaeing  the^o- 
dieial  deteminatioo  of  it  Snch,  in  my  opinion 
would  be  tbe  tendency  of  tfaemearare  now  proposed 
10  be  adopted  in  eonseqoenee  of  an  alleged  Iweaeh 
of  tbe  Conetilutioa.  The  charge  is,'that  General 
Wilkinson  baa  violated  tbe  Constitntioaal  privi- 
lege of  babeoi  eeqvK ;  aadtbaobject  of  ibat  part 


of  the  motion  is  to  prescribe  additional  sanctions 
to  secure  the  benefit  of  this  writ.  The  mover 
(Mr.  Bbdon)  has  told  us  tbat  he  would  inflict 
opon  any  violator  of  it  such  a  penally  as  would 
ruin  him.  And  a  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
J.RAHnoLFH)  has  declared  that  he  would  even 

Snnish  disobedience  loawritofhabsascoipus  with 
eath.  The  question  is,  wiieiher  such  severe  and 
sangninary  pDnisbments  are  necessary.  I  think 
not.  Indeedf  I  perceive  no  present  necessity  for 
any  additional  sanctions.  Has  any  court  or  jndga 
of  the  United  Slates  denied  a  habeas  corpus,  npon 
proper  applicslioo.l  I  have  heard  of  no  such  de- 
nial siace  the  cases  whieh  have  been  stated  to 
have  oeenrred  in  Pennsylvania  in  17M,  and  ibeee 
were  not  occasioned  byi  any  deficiency  of  law. 
Tiiere  has  been  no  recent  instance.  Has  any  of- 
ficer reliised  to  serve  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  1 
No  such  refiiBal  is  )»vtended.  Has  any  person, 
on  wfaomawrit  of  habeas  corpus,  from  a  court  or 
judge  of  the  United  Slates,  has  been  served,  r»- 
fosml  to  obey  it  1.  No  tosiaoce  of  snch  disobe- 
dience has  beien  officially  com  man  iea  led  to  us,  ae- 
eordioK  to  my  nodeistandiDg  and  recollection  ef 
die  official  eommnnicationa.  It  has,  1  am  sensi- 
ble, been  charged  npon  Qencral  Wilkinson,  and, 
in  proof  of  tbe.  charge,  a  gentleman  from  Vei- 
moat  has  read,  fromn  newspaper,  that  officer's  re- 
twrn  to  a  writ  granted  by  the  Tenilorial  court  «f 
Orleans-  F'or  it  is  to  be  observed,  ibai  ^le  ap]rfi- 
catioD  was  not  made  to  the  court  of  the  United 
States  there,  bhi  to  that  of  tbe  Territory.  Tbe 
Qeneral's  retnrn  was  expressed  in  the  language  of 
a  soldier  and  n«t  of  a  lawyer.  It  did  not  state, 
with  technical  precision,  whether  Dr.  Bollmu 
was  within  ha  control  at  tbe  service  of  the  writ 
I  ntay  be  ineorreci,  for  I  have  not  particulariy  in- 
vestigated tbe  subject,  and  it  may  not  be  verf 
material,  bni  I  understand  Ihe  fact  lo  have  been, 
[bat  Dr.  Bollman  had  been  sent  from  New  Ot^ 
leans,  on  his  way  to  this  city,  when  the  writ  was 
served  on  Oenerai  WUkinsoa.  This  appeaisi'roB 
the  farther  proeeedinga  of  the  ooart,  as  publiabed 
in  the  same  paper;  from  which  (he first  return 
has  been  read. 

^Here  a  Message  from  the  President  was  re- 
ceived and  read,  after  which  Mr.  B.  proceeded.] 

When  the  Message  was  announced,  I  was  no- 
ticiog  an  extract  from  the  proceedinp  of  tbe  Ter- 
ritorial court  at  New  Orleans,  which  I  now  beg 
leave  to  read. 

"  In  tbe  Superior  Court  «f  Orleans,  December  S6tb. 
In  th«  matter  of  tbe  Habeat  Corpiu  ad  tuijidendum. 
directed  to  General  Wilkinson,  to  produce  tbe  bodj  of 
Dr.  Erlck  BolImBQ  ;  on  motion  of  Hr.  LiTingston  (in 
behalf  of  Mr.  Aleisndgr,  the  altomej  upon  record)  tbat 
Geneial  Wilkinaon  be  required  to  make  a  further  and 
more  eiplidt  return  to  the  uid  habeas  corpus,  or  show 
cause  to-mDmnr  morning,  at  the  opening  of  ^e  court, 
why  an  ■Itacbinent  ibonld  not  isnie  against  him  :  h 
xoa*  BT^ertd,  that  the  mte  be  granted,  and  diet  a  cepy 
tbersof  be  imtaediatsly  dellveied  by  tbe  abesiff  to  Oen- 
eval  Wilkinson.  On  tbe  neat  day,  on  asotion  of  Mr. 
Donean,  in  bdialf  of  Oenerai  Wilkinaon,  and  a 
mgtbe  -■■      ■ 
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'  The  nndanigiia^,  ciHiimaailuig  the  Army  of  tha 
United  Slate*,  takei  oa  hinuelf  the  lesponubilitT  for  the 
'—•■tof  Dr.  Enck  BallmBi),  on  ■  charge  of  mi^riMoa 


United  Suiet.  The  body  of  the  laid  Brick  Boltman 
■a  DOW,  and  vaa  at  the  time  of  die  writ  of  habea*  cor- 
poa,  to  which  thu  rrtnm  relate*,  oat'of  the  poMMrioQ, 
power,  or  niatod  j  of  the  nndeniffned. 

'JA8.  WILKINSON.' 

»  Ordcrnf,  That  the  lane  b«  reoaied  and  filed,  and 
die  nile  niii  of  attachment  be  dia^arged." 

The  fact  ii  here  atated,  ■■  I  hare  ondentood  it. 
Dr.  BoUmBD  wu  on  his  paisage  to  thit  place,  b«' 
fore  the  writ  of  habema  corpus,  saed  out  bf  hit 
frienda,  wu  snved  on  Oenf-ral  Wilkinion  ;  wboae 
transaclioD,  therefore,  in  wbaterer  light  it  is  to  be 
viewed,  in  reUtion  to  the  laws  nid  authoriiiet  of 
that  Terriiorr,  wan  not  ■  disobsdience  to  this  writ 
of  habeas  corpus,  but  a  military  teizure  and  trans' 
miMioQ  of  a  pertoo  from  New  Orleans  to  Wash- 
iDgton,  under  an  avowed  responsibtlitf ,  and  upon 
the  prineiide  that  it  war  necessary  for  tbe  public 
■afetf.  At  any  rate  it  does  not  appear  to  haTe 
leanlied  from  a  want  of  penalty,  or  any  defect 
whatever  in  (he  habeas  corpus  laws  of  that  Terri- 
IOT][,  wboae  courta  and  lain,  and  not  ihoae  of  the 
United  States,  were  resotied  to  for  relief. 

One  case  has  been  mentioned  in  the  newspa- 


n  which  a  writ  of  habeas 

B  authority  of  the  Unite __, 

obeyed.    An  officer  at  Cbarleston,  South  Caro- 


pen,in 
det  the 


lina,  it  is  said,  inilead  of  producing  Dr.  Bollman, 
in  obedience  to  a  writ  from  (be  district  judge, 
trafismiitedbim  to  Washingion^becaDseifae orders 
of  Qeneral  Wilkinson,  in  general  terras,  directed 
hia  transmistion,  without  any  particuhir  iostruc- 
lioQS  respecting  a  habeas  corpus.  The  officer 
teemno  have  eonsid«'«d  it  his  duty  to  obey  the 
tHrders  of  bis  commander,  without  regard  to  any 
interfering  lawyer  or  civil  process.  I  am  of  opin- 
ioit  that  he  erred,  and  has  exposed  himself  to  pan- 
ubmeat,  as  well  as  to  damages.  But  his  error 
does  not  appear  to  have  been  wilful,  nor  to  have 
resulted  from  any  defect  in  the  law,  but  frotn  an 
erroneous  military  principle.  The  same  princi' 
pie,  however,  has,  at  the  present  session,  found 
very  respectable  advocates  an  tbe  floor  of  this 
House.  Yea,  sir,  in  the  case  of  Captain  George 
Littlp,  gentlemen  held  that  a  military  or  naval 
officer  is  not  bound  to  take  notice  of  any  law  in 
opposition  to,  orevenineiplanatioQ  of,  the  orders 
01  his  superior.  It  will  be  recollected  that  I  opposed 
that  doctrine,  altbou^h  I  admitted  that  an  officer, 
civil  or  military,  acting  eoairary  to  law,  through 
misapprehension  of  its  meaning  in  a  doubtful  case, 
or  in  some  great  emergency  not  provided  for  by 
law,  might  be  equitably  entitled  to  indemniflca- 
tion.  Lramages  had  been  recovered  against  Cap- 
Iain  Little,  for  doing  an  illegal  act,  in  pursuance  of 
orders  from  the  late  Presidenl  of  the  United  States, 
and  Congress  havepassed  a  law  to  indemnify  for 
those  damages.  The  Bzeeulive  orders,  under 
which  he  claimed,  taken  in  connexion  with  the 
law,  which  was  referred  to  in  the  orders,  did  not 
appear  to  me  to  warrant  the  traosacliOD,  which 
niu  been  adjudged  lo  be  be  iUegal,  and  for  which 


the  damages  were  recovered.  I  did  not,  therefore, 
vote  with  the  majority  in  favor  of  hit  claim.  But 
gentlemen  who  supported  it  on  the  ground  I  have 
mentioned,  will,  if  they  are  consistent,  be  so  far 
from  inferring  a  necessity  for  further  penalties, 
from  tbe  ease  of  Captain  Kaltiesas  at  Charleston, 
that  tbey  will  be  ready  to  grant  him  an  iademni- 
Gcatiou,  irheshallbefoundiohaveacied  honestly, 
according  to  his  uaderttaoding  of  his  orders.  By 
indemnincation,  I  do  not  mean  an  act  of  indemnity, 
in  the  British  sense  of  the  term,  pleadable  in  bar 
both  to  an  action  for  damages  and  to  a  prosecii' 
tion  for  an  offence.  Such  an  act  might  here  be 
considered  unconstitutional  and  void.  A  remu* 
neration  for  damages  incurred  hat  been  the  mode 
of  indemnification  adopted*  by  our  QovernmeaL 

Oa  this  subject  an  example  has  been  quoted  for 
OUT  iDsIrucliooj  from  Boglish  history.    It  was  a 

E>cla_iiiation,  lasned  in  derogation  or  law,  by  the 
ng.  with  the  advice  of  tne  celebrated  Lords 
Ohatiiaro  and  Camden,  on  %  great  national  exi- 
.gency.  The  measare  was  generally  approved 
and  applauded  throughout  tbe  nation.  The  Par- 
liaraent  were  ready  to  saactioo  it.  But,  instead 
of  accepting  an  aet  of  indemnity,  those  Ministers 
undertook  to  justify  it,  as-legal,  upon  the  ptinciple 
of  necessity.  In.  that  they  erred.  When  tht 
question  came  before  the  court,  for  judicial  con- 
sideration, Lord  Mansfield  decided  against  the 
doctrine  of  his  great  political  rivals,  ^nd  I  think 
his  deciaioQ  was  coned.  As  a  ju^  or  a  juror, 
I  should  have  condemned  them.  But,  ttr,  if  in- 
stead of  justifying  the  proclamation,  as  legalized 
by  Stale  necesiity,  the  Minisiera  had  acknowledg- 
ed Ibeir  responsibility  for  it,  and  thrown  them- 
selves  upon  the  justice  of  their  Qoverainent,  bad 
I  been  a  member  of  the  British  Parliament,  I 
would  have  voted  them  an  indemnity.  Tbui 
error  consisted,  not  in  doin^  an  ill«^l  act,  for  the 
pnblic  good,  but  in  doing  it  undercolor  of  legal 
authoriiy,  when  the  law  did  not  authorize  iL 
Whether  Oeneral  Wilkinson's  conduct  has  been 
correct  or  erroneous  in  other  sespecis,  he  has  not 
fallen  into  ihis  error  of  those  celebrated  KogUth 
statesmen.  He  has  not  pretended  that,  in  seizing 
tbe  persons  alluded  lo  and  iransmiitiog  them  (o 
the  seat  of  Qovarnnienc,  he  was  justified  by  orders 
or  by  law.  He  has  not  cast  the  responsibility  up- 
on any  other  officer  or  department  of  Qoveioment. 
He  hss  explicitly  assumed  it  all  to  himself,  and 
put  himself  on  tne  candor  of  his  coontry  for  in- 
demnification. If  it  tbatl  appear  that  he  has  act- 
ed honestly,  for  the  safety  at  the  Army  and  the 
preservation  of  the  Union,  under  the  prensore  of 
»uch  urcent  necessity,  as  he  professes,  I  trust 
he  will  oe  indemnifiea.  On  the  contrary,  if  it 
shall  turn  out,  upon  future  invest! gatiOD,  that  he 
has  acted  nnnecesaarily  and  wantonly,- front  mo- 
tives of  malice  or-resenlmeni,  he  will  undoubtedly 
be  left  to  suffer  the  consequences.  I  give  no  opin- 
ion of  the  merits  of  his  coiiduct.  IhopeiheHooae 
will  not,  at  present,  give  an  opinion,  or  adopt  aity 
meuare  calculated  to  have  aoearing.on  iheqnea- 
lion.  'It  is  premature.  We  have  not  sofficieni 
information.  We  hav«  not  a  statement  of  all  tbe 
facts,  nor  th«  evidence  in  aupport  of  iho  facia, 
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which  are  stated.  In  due  time  an  inquiry  will  be 
proper,  and  doubtless  will  be  instituted.  General 
WilkinsoD  will  probably  demand  it  bimself.  Bat 
it  would  be  unfair  and  nnjust,  as  well  as  iicpoli- 
lic.  to  anticipate  it. 

While  I  feel  this  to  be  an  interesting  subject, 
I  have  tittle  apprebension  of-the  danger,  which 
has  been  so  eloquently  a'ti  palheticaUy  foretoli). 
Our  CoDstitulioa,  our  laws,  our  liberty,  and  pro- 
perty, are  more  endangered  by  acts  done  silently, 
under  color  of  law,  by  a  coosthictire  aasnmptioD 
or  extension  of  powers^  than  bv  any  which  triay 
be  done  openly,  in  the  face  of  Ine  nation,  under  a 
kjiown  and  acknowledged  reason  si  bility,  subject 
to  the  approbation  or  disapprobation  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, after  a  deliberate  examinstiott  of  the 
whole  case.  The  templatioo  to  paSs  such  an  or- 
deal cannot  be  so  sirons  as  to  be  dsngeroos. 

The  pririlege.  of  habeas  corpus  is  ^arantied 
to  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  aa  fully  as  to  the  other 
territories  of  the  United  Slates.  Their  courts 
have  cognizance  of  that  writ.  It  is  allowetl,  and 
exercised,  and  enforced.  The  regnlation  of  its 
forms  and  sanctions,  in  comrnon  with  other  sub- 

i'ecta  of  territorial  legislation,  belongs  to  their  own 
egislatuie,  subject  to  the  rerision  of  Congress. 
It  does  not  appear  that  amendraeiits  or  alterations 
in  their  habeas  corpas  laws  are  necessary.  If 
they  ware,  this  is  not  the  proper  mode  or  time  to 
introduce  them.  Gentlemen  who  argue  in  faror 
of  the  motion  before  ii>,  from  the  recent  occur- 
reneea  at  New  Orleans,  bare  mistaken  'the  case.. 
The  remedy  which  they  propose  would  not  touch 
it,  and  therefore  could  not  prevent  a  repetition  of 
it.  If  any  legislative  measure  is  to  be  predicated 
opon  G^enerat  Wilkinson's  transactions,  in  seizing 
inspected  persons,  at  a  crisis  of  danger,  and  trans- 
mitting them  to  the  seal  of  Qovernment,  under  a 
■military  arrest,  it  ought  to  be  an  act  to  define  and. 
restrict  the  powers  of  a  military  commander,  or 
a  direct  inquiry  into  his  official  conduct,  neither 
of  which  woold,  in  my  opinion,  be  seasonable  or 
proper  at  the  present  time.  In  no  point  of  view 
can  I  perceive  an  immediite  necessity  for  a  legis- 
laitye  definition  of  the  powers  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  in  issuing  writs  of  habeas  corpus,  or  for 
farther  penalties  to  enforce  such  writs,  when  is- 
sued-by  that  or  any  other  court  or  judge  of  the 
United  Slates.  Anhough  I  consider  this  as  well 
as  other  branches  of  our  criminal  code  suscepti- 
ble  of  improvement,  and  at  a  suitable  time  shall 
be  willing  to  unite  in  any  reasonable  efibrta  to  pro- 
enre  a  ddiberate  revision  of  them,  yet,  noder  the 
eiJstiQg  circumstances,  and  at  this  late  period  of 
the  session,  it  does  not  appear  lo  me  expedient  to 
attempt  it.  Bi^t,  whether  it  be  expedient  or  not, 
is  a  quealioQ  which,  in  point  of  principle  and  reg- 
oliriiyof  proceeding,  ought  lo  ne  decided  in  the 
whole  House,  and  not  referred' to  a  select  com- 
mittee for  inquiry.  I  shall,  therefore,  be  constrain- 
ed 10  give  my  vote  against  the  moiioo  now  under 
coasiaerattoQ. 
Mr.  Q.niNCT. — Bo  long  as  an  intentioo  appealed 


o  bo  of  too  high  a  utare,  and  too  deeply 


to  be  cOQD^cted  with  the  rights  and  liberties  of  us 
all,  to  be  examined  under  those  narrow  and  tem- 
porary riews,  which  parly  spirit  necessarily  in- 
troduces. Since  the  discussion  has  assnmed  a 
milcfer  aspect,  I  shall  offer-s  few  considerations; 
limiting  myself  to  a  very  simple  and  brief  elocl- 
datitm  of  tne  subject,  in  a  point  of  *iew  which 
no  otlier  gentleman  has  taxen  of  it,  as  yet,  on 
this  floor. 

I  cannot  a^ee  with  those  gentlemen  who 
maintain  that,  m  the  arrest  and  Iransportalion  of 
Bollroan  and  Swartwont,  they  can  see  no  viola- 
lation  of  the  rights  of  individuals.  The  privilegee 
of  the  Constitution  are  as  much  the  inneritance 
of  the  humblest  and  the  most  depraved,  as  of  the 
most  elevated  or  virtuoua  pitizen.  To  be  seized 
by  a  military  force,  to'  be  concealed  and  harried 
beyond  the  protection  of  the  civil  power,  and  to  be 
sent  a  thousand  miles  for  trial,  in  a  place  where 
the  crime  cbar([ed  was  not  eominilted,  I  humbly 
conceive  are  vioiationB  of  individual  rights,  and 
of  ifae  Cohslitution.  I  am  not,  however,  prepared 
to  say,  that  in  no'possible  case  ibey  can  be  par- 
doned ;  nor,  with  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
(Mr.  RANnOLPB,)  that  in  no  case,  I  would  con- 
sent to  indemnify  a  military  commander  fur 
making  such  an  arrest.  Acasemight  exist,  when 
it  mi^hl  be  the  duly  of  a  Legislature  thus  to  in- 
demnify. I  agree,  however,  that  it  must  be  an 
extreme  case,  and  that  the  party  to  be  indemni- 
fied must  evince  ibtit  he  had  himself  no  voluntary 
a^ncy  in  prodnciiig  the  state  at  things  whica 
made  sqch  an  unconstiiuiioDal  exercise  of  power 
Decesaaty  to  the  safety  of  the  State.  I  give  no 
opinion  concerning  the  conduct  of  General  Wil- 
kinson. The  events  which  happened  at  New 
Orleans  have  no  other  relation  to  the  subject  be- 
fore  the  House  than  this :  They  have  tnrtied  the 
attention  of  reflecting. men  in  this  nation  lo  the 
nature  of  the  security  they  possess  against  similar 
violence ;  rad,  in  common  with  other  reflecting 
men,  it  has  become  our  duty  not  only  to  under- 
stand  the  nature  of  that  security,  jiut  alio  to  sup- 
ply, as  soon  as  possible,  any  deficiencies  we  may 
discover  in  it. 

The  only  question  is  have  this'  people  the  pri- 
vilege of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  secured  to 
them  as  fully  tfhd  efiteluatly  as  the  Constitution 
intended,  and  as  wise  and  prudent  men  ought  to 
desire  1  I  answer,  unequivocally,  they  have  not. 
So  far  as  relates  to  cases  trader  the  exclusive 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  Slates,  we  have  vir- 
tually no  writ  of  habeas  corpus.  And  for  this 
plain  reason,  that  we  have  none  of  the  sanctions 
of  the  writ;  we  have  none  of  those  penallies, 
without  which  the  writ  of  habeos  corpus  is  a  dead 
letter ;  paiticularly  in  all  cases  in  which  the 
stale  of  party  passions,  or  of  any  predominant 
power,  leads  to  the  oppression  of  an  individual. 

The  writ  of  habeas  corpus  and  the  penalties  by 
wbich  it  is  enforced,  and  in  which  the  great  ben- 
'  efit  of  the  privilege  consists,  are  distinct  things  in 
their  nature,  The  former  Was  known  lo  the 
English  common  law,  and  although,  at  all  periods 
of  English  "  '    " 

right,  yet  \ 
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ficaciom  BBainit  acbitrarf  power,  uoiil  aiiet  ihe 
statute  of  Cti|irles  II.  called  by  Eaglishmen  their 


't: 


oecoad  Magna  Chai 
allies  uaknown  to  tbe 
refuses  to  siaot,  or  an  officer  refuses 
tbe  wri[,  be  is  liable  to  a  penalty  of  five  hua'died 
pouDd»  sterling,  and  similar  sanctions  annexed 
to  atber  oegleCCs  of  the  precept.  The  House 
will  obser?e,  ibat  ell  these  periHlties  are  lecnriti^ 
given  to  personal  liberty,  additional  to  those 
which  exist  at  coQimon  law,  and  are  not  substi- 
tuted for  ibeiQ.  These  penalties  are  annexed 
for  disobedience  to  the  writ,  not  as  indemnifica- 
tion for  the  injury.  All  the  other  remedies 
agaiitst  the  judge,  or  tbe  party  imprisoning,  re- 
main unimpaJrM. 

The  question  recurs,  does  tbe  Federal  Consii- 
lotion,  by  securing  to  ns  "tbe  privilege  of  tbe 
writ  ef  habeas  corpus,"  secure  to  us  those  sanc- 
tions of  the  writ,  which  constitute  in  Englaud 
its  characteristic  security  1  If  the"  Constitution 
had  re-enacted  the  statute  of  Charles,  there  ' ' 
be  no  doubt.  But  will  gentlemen  senoualf  assert, 
that  a  penal  statute  of  another  country  can,  by 
construciiOD,  be  declared  the  law  of  this,  so  as  to 
malte  our  citizens  obDoxious  to  its  penalties  1  If 
that  slaiute  be  out  national  law,  how  was  it  ob- 
tained  ?  Re-enacting  statute  we  haVe  noaq.  And 
"the  Uqited  States,  as  a  Federal  Oovernmeat, 
have  no  common  law,"  if  we  sire  credit  to  decla- 
ratioos  daily  made  upon  thisSoor,  or  respect  (he 
opinions  of  one  of  the  highest  law  authorities  in 
this  naiioo.  I  refer  to  the  opinion  of  Judge  Chase, 
in  tbe  case  of  ibe  United  States  against  Wortall. 
S  DaUas  3U. 

This  view  of  the  subject  is  certainly  sufficient 
to  satisfy  (his  House,  that  their  security  for  this 
neat  privilege  is,  at  least,  uncertain  ;  and  is  not 
this  reason  enough,  for  thia  fi^egislaiure  to  com- 
mence  an  inquiry  into  the  nature  of  that  security, 
and  the  additional  provisions  it  requires?  This 
at  PTeseot  is  theonly  question. 

But  the  gentlemen  ask  "  what  need  of  furthet 
penalties?"  "If  the  judge  refuses  the  writ,  is 
there  not  impeachment  1  ''Against  tlie  person 
illegally  imptisontng  another,  is  not  an  action 
for  damages  f"  I  answer — Both  these  securities 
for  the  personal  liberty  of  the  citizen  existed,  and 
do  still  exist  in  England,  as  fully  as  they  do  here, 
yet  was  it  ever  before  heard  that  these  were  rea- 
•oiu  against  enacting  that  celebrated  statute  of 
Charles  or,  were  ev«  urged  as  evidence  that  its 
provisions  were  needless,  or  useless  1  The  pen- 
alties of  that  statute  ate  guarantees  of  tha  liberties 
of  tbe  citizen,. addiiioDal  lo  those  whioh  result 
from  the  law  and  the  Constitutiao.  The  princi- 
ple of  that  statute  is^  to  rest  satisfied  with  nothing 


abort  of  tbe  ai 


1  liberatioaof  the 


illegal  imprisonmeat,  in  the  shortest  time  possible. 
To  this  end  all  its  provisions  tend.  It  will  not 
leave  a  citizen  to  languish,  in  prison,  in  expeciB' 
tion  of  the  result  of  the  slow  progress  of  legisla- 
tive inquisition,  or  for  the  purpose  of  ultimately 
qualifying  him  to  receive  a  heavy  conpenaation 
in  damages. '  Impeachment  is  always  a  dubious, 
vki,  an  aolion  for  false  irapriaonment  ofteR  an 


inadequate  security  for  the  observance  of  the  writ 
of  habeas  corpus.  Great  violations  of  the  privi- 
lege of  this  writ  can  never  happen,  unless  in  timea 
ofgreat  violence.  In  such  times,  what  hope  of 
an  impeachment  against  a  judge,  who  abuses  his 
Bulhorily  in  coincidence  With  the  views  of  a  pre- 
vailing party  1  And  as  to  damages,  is  personal 
liberty' to, be  estimated  by  money'!  And  if  it 
were,  what  certainty  that  the  person  guilty  of  the 
illegal  arrest  will  be  competent  to  pay  the  dama* 
ges  recovered  1  In  the  case  of  seizure  by  a  mil- 
itary power,  can  it  ever  be  expected,  from  tbe 
universal  pecuniary  deficiencies  of  the  soldienj 
that  damages  will  be  realized,  even  should  the 
civil  arm  be  competent  to  enforce  an  execution^ 
The  penalties  affixed  by  the  statute  of  Chatlea, 
on  the  contrary,  assure  the  ttbedieoce  of  the  courts 
and  offican  of  lustice,  iodependent  of  all  party 
influences  wbicn.may  t>appen  to  prevail  in  the 
nation,  and  secure  personfil  liberty  by  pecuniary 
perils,  suspended  over  the  beads  of  men,  whose 


ciety  is  such  a«,  in  ^etaL  makes 
of  the  penally  certain,  should  it  b« 
iacurred.  Upon  tbe.'whole,.tboie  who  oppose  tita 
present  motion  seem  to  me  be  reduoM  (o  this 
dilemma ;  either  tbey  must  acknowledge  that 
they  Br^  content  that  tbe  citizens  of  these  United 
States  should  possess  less  security  for  their  liber- 
ties than  the  subjects  of  |he  law  of  England  en- 
joy for  theirs,  or  tbey  are  reduced  tolhe  necessity 
ofVdopting  the  doctrine  that  the  statute  peoaltiet 
of  another  country  may  by  construction  becoioe 
the  laws  of  this  nation}  ipan  which,  I  can  con- 
ceive nothing  more  monstrous  or  absurd. 

Jn  this  discussion  it  has  been  my  wish  to  avoid 
all  notice  of  the  parly  and  personal  iurectivea 
which  have  been  uttered.  The  question  is  too 
important  to  be  mingled  with  feelingsand  pasaions 
□f  these  descriptions.  And  tbe  circumstances  ot, 
the  limAs  and  of  the  nation,  seem  to  me  to  claim 
from  us  a  contempt  for  thes«  local  and  ephemeral 
distinctions. 

Mr.  Obbgo  said  he  did  oat  rise  to  enter  into  a 
discussion  of  the  merits  of  the  questioo,  bat  mere- 
ly to  move  its  postponeiuent  inae&nitcly  j  the  pro- 


lime  which  had  been  already  spent  in  this  debate, 
it  must  be  evident  ibat  before  It  was  finish^  the 
session  would  be  passed  away.  A  coasiderabla 
portion  of  the  business  on  the  table  the  public  in- 
terest required  to  be  acted  upon,  and  scarce  time 
sufficient  remained  to  give  it  the  neecesary  atlen- 
tion.  Mr.  Q.  said  he  should  have  had  no  objec- 
tion to  the  resolution  if  offered  at  an  earlier  period 
of  the  session;  and  he  believed  even  at 'this -late 
period  he  should  be  willing  to  let  it  take  place  of 
other  business,  if  he  considered  it  indispensably 
necessary.  But,  as  he  did  not  believa  this  to  b* 
tbe  case,  he  irualed  the  postponement  would  be 
agteed  to. 

Mr.  Newton. — I  presume  I  may  be  permuted, 
notwithstanding  the  motion  bos  been  tried,  to  go 
fully  into  the  subject  before  the  House.  J  bope 
this  House  uill  not  iadefinitely  poatpme  it.  If 
erei  there  was  a  subject  within  ihe  atlaUiiHi  of 
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to  mlightened  LpgisUtOK,  it  is  the  «nbJKt  b«fsre 
OS.  ET«ry  aabjecl  thai  renrds  the  liberty  of  the 
citizen  should  be  leeeiTed  with  tererence  and 
retpeei  b^  the  votaries  of  tibercr.'  If  we  can  bet- 
ter the  sitHatioD  of  the  people  ^  the-  United 
SMtes,  aod  keep  from  them.  Snder  all  circum- 
sUDcea,  the  hafitt  of  oppressioo,  it  is  onrdbty  to 
do  it,  and  to  par  atieatioii  lo  wbitever  ir  liielj' 
to  eveiittiaie  m  such  an  issbe.  I  nhall  not  coo- 
aider  this  case,  Jis  the  baits  of  an  impealchmeat. 
The  only  (rue  ioqaJTF  at  preseDi  is,  whether  the 
writ  of  habeas  corpus  is  safficienily  fortiOed  by 
LcKislatiTe.pTOTisioasf  Twill  not  eommit  my 
imdertiaDdibg  so  fai  as.to  deejite  on  (he  conduct'of 
the  Com  ma  oder-io- chief.  If  he  has  dona  wrong, 
let  him  be  answerable  to  the  lawn  ot  his  country ; 
macb  lesa-wit)  \  talk  of  indemnifyine  him.  For 
thia  reason,  becantielhfe  jury  before  which  the-CBse 
nay  come,  maf,  qoder  such  Circumstances,  have 
regard,  not  to  his  cirenmslBBees,  but  to  the  Treas- 
nry  ofihe  United  States. 

It  is  said  that  the  quarter  feom  whicli  the  reso: 
iDCion  comm  giresit  a  suspicious  appearance.  It 
is  true  I  am  ofthat  claaa  of  men  wao  may  lay  to 
the  gentlertieo  with  whom  this  motion  originates, 
■s  was  Miid  of  old  to  the  Trojans  (I'nwo  Danao*^ 
et  dtma  feretOa.  But  I-  am  willm^  to  eiamine 
the  propoaiijon,  ihonsh  it  conies  from  that  quar- 
ter— to  sift  the  good  from  the  evil.  If  gentlemen 
submit  to  ns  a  good  proposition,  I  am  ready  to 
treat  it  tfith  all  ihP  respect  it  merits,  and  1  will 
give  all  the  weight  which  they  may  deierre  to 
propositions  which  they,  feeling  pow^r  and  for- 
getting right,  io  post  limes  reAised  to  allow.  Ood 
forbid  that  we  ahonld  act  on  prtDciples  that  we 
could  not  Justify.  Ym,  I  congraialale  the  mo- 
ver of  ibis  resotntion,  that  he  has  arisen  from  the 
long  slumbering  nap  in  which  he  ha^  been  involr- 
ed,  and  that  he  lins  all  at  once  been  illomioated  by 
the  EplendoT  of  liberty.  I  eongraiulate  him  on 
this  circumstance,  and  I  usure  nim  of  my  most 
hearty  concurrence  iathe  messorebe  has  brought 
forward. 

My  friend  and  colleagn^  from  Virginia,  has 
offered  a  most  important  amendment  to  this  reso- 
lution. The  Btrpreme  CoOrt  of  the  United  Stales, 
after  having  ihw  all  important  cUe  for  a  long 
time  under  advisement,  and  after  an  argoment 
from  the  bar,  are  again  afloat  en  the  ocean  of  un- 
certainty,' have  started  some  new  doubts,  and 
have  asked  the  gentlemen  of  the  bar  to  come 
forward  with  a  new:argaraeuL  If  this  is  the  fact, 
does  it  not  thow  the  necessity  of  onr  attending  to 
the  subject;  and  of  some  new  Legislative  provis- 
ions upon  iti  I  am  for  defining  the  power  of  our 
courts,  I  wish  to  understand  the  extent  oF their 
preroeatives;  end  particularly  Vhether  they  have 
appellaie  jurisdiction  in  cnminal  cases;  before 
whom  criminals  are  Io  be  brooghi;  who  are  to' 
grant  writs  of  habeas  corpus,  and  admit  lo  bail? 

These  are  all  considerations  of  importance,  and 
constitute  the  reasons  which  induce  me  to  vote 
for  referring  this  resolution  to  a  select  committee. 
But,  say  gentlemen,  we  cannot  mature  this  sub- 
ject this  session.  Perhaps  so;  but  is  ikie  a  auffi- 
cient  Tcatmn  fot  not  commeaciiig  the  inrestigatioD, 


for -comparing  our  ideas  pnthe  subject,  and  going 
forward  at  far  as  we  can  io  oar  progress  towarda 
a  decision  f  i,  for  one,  shall  always  be  in  favor  of 
an  inquiry  into  sabjeeta  that  have  a  reference  to 
personal  hberly. 

Another  of  my  coUeo^es  has  not  only  stated 
an  objection  lo  lh6  original  resolulion,  bnt  lik^ 
wise  to  the  amendment.  -Hia  objection  is,  that 
we  are  filching  tram  the  Supreibe  Ckiorl  a  pfiwer 
conferred  on  them  by  the  Consiitutioo.  Let  ua 
examine  this  qnearfon  a  little.  Do  not  the  judgea 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  in  eonneiion  with  tbn 
district  judgM,  comjxHIe  the  etreuiia  of  the  United 
Slates?  We  uy  it  is  doubtful  whether  ibe  for- 
mer judges,  sifting  a*  a  Supreme  Co«rt,  have,a 
right' to  take  ibiS'Snbjoct  into  eonaideratien.  Il 
bas  never  been  denied  that. they  have  a  right  in 
(heir  respective  eircnits,  at  I'heir  chambers,  to 

Kni  writs  of  habeas  corpus.  '  This  lias  never 
n-denied — this  I  say  Is  jaw. 

This  subject  has  bem  spread  over  an  immenae 
extent  of  ground.  The  smgle  point,  however^  at 
issue,  is,  whether  we  will  commit  this  reaolniion, 
io  order  merely  to  obtain  correct  facta  and  infor- 
mation, which  sbal)  present  the  subject  in  such  a 
form  as  shall  enable  ua  to  act  understand  in  gly 
upbn  it,  I  (UQ  not  at  present  in  favor  of  acting 
definitively  upon-il;  but  merely  for  inquiry.  Bo 
circa mstsnced,  I  presume  our  proceedings  cannot 
injure  any  indiviauals  implicated  in  this  basjneso, 
as  hothtng  we.can  do  can  have  a  relrospeetiva 
Effect.  Tlieqe  are  toy  reaanns  Air  voting  in  favor 
of  the  ^sent  motion. 

Mr.  8iiii.iB.-^  have  bM  a  fsw  obeervationa  to 
offer  on  this  subject.  At  an  early  stose  ofthia 
debate  I  ex^^aaed' myself  in  Avor  of  the  resehi- 
tion.  I  tlxHigfat  It  proper  in  itself,  for  this  rooaoB : 
I  hod  doubts  in  my  own  mind  wltetbra  the  writ 
of  habeas  eorpua  was  aeeured  by  the  penattiea 
necesury  to  give  il  eSfeet.  I  bad  endeavored  to 
iororm  myself  by  eooversiog  with  nrefeseional 
men  npon  the.  snbieei ;  flndiog  that  they  differed 
in  apiuHm  I  tboogw  it  proper  to  inquire  into  iL 
But,  like  acme  Other  sul^ta  introdnead  into  tkia 
Hotne,  I  think  il  h««  been  spoiled  by  the  mode  ot 
treatinglt.  I  Iwd Mattered  myadfAat  itwotild 
havebeen  eonsidered  as  a  asbject  oT  no  one  party  j 
bat  aa  one'  in  which  all  patliea  were  equally  in- 
terested. Ihatead,  however  of  treating  il  on  its 
own  merits,  it  appears  to  me  that  the  mover  and 
other  genileneb  hive  involved  tkenedves  in  ia- 
vectires' agaimi  the  Commander-in-chief  and  o> 

'  Lis  ahogelher  noeonneded  with  the  mais  imtr- 
*'  is  admitted  by  the  muver  of  this-  resoln- 

there  may  be  cireDmstaneesuDder  which 

it  tnighl  be  tbe  duty  of  a  pohtrc  officer  to^depatt 
from  the  laws  and  take  the  reaponsibility  upon 
himself.  Tbe  gentletnen,  notwithatauding,  un- 
dertook to  arisign  iheconduet  of  the  Commandn- 
in-chief  without  his  being  heard.  Barely  this  i« 
not  tb«  tribunal  before  which  that  genilemaa 
onght  19  appear  in  cose  he  has  done  wrong-,  and 
if  ft  were,  m  justice,  he  ought  to  be  heard  before 
he  is  condemned.  'Yesterday  a  doctrine  was  sta- 
ted of  a  most  extraordiuary  nniure,  though  I  ad- 
mit it  i*  the  only  doeUlne  on  which  genilemaa 
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can  juxtiff  coademaiag  (he  Comma ader-ia-chief 
without  a  heariog.  The  doctrine  is  ihis,  that 
under  no  cecesait^  whaterer  can  an  officer  be 
jualiGed  for  departing  from  (he  InW. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  es^lained. — He  said  he  be-, 
lieyed  there  migbt  be  situations  in  which  a  de- 
parture from  the  law  misht  be  palliated,  if  not 
justified.  '  He  bad  no  doubt  of  it ;  but  he  must  be 
permitted  (o  add,  if  the  remarks  of  the  genileman 
from  Massachu^tts  were  intended  to. bear  on 
wliat  he  said,  that  that  geatUman  had  misunder- 
•tood  or  missiated  him.  He  bad  stated  a  caae  of 
a  known,  aeknowledged  Tiolation  of  tbe  Coasti- 
tution.  a\  the  United  Slates  by  a  inilitarf  force. 
That  was  (he  thing.  For  instance,  as  if  in  silting, 
u  ihef  had  done  some  few  years  since^  till  day- 
<Uwa,  balloting  who  should  be  Preudent,'  under 
the  impression  that  all  would  gu  to  anarohy  snd 
confusion  but  for  his  superior  power  and  wisdom, 
a  commandet  at  tbe  head  of  a  military  banditti 
had  stepped  in  to  tejl  us  who  should  be  President. 
If  (he  mULtary  had  a  right  lo^put  the  Constitution 
U  defiance,  (hey  had  as  good  a  right  in  oit^  caa^ 
as  in  another.  , 

Mr.  SuiuB.— The  gentleman's  explanation  is 
perfectly  satisfaciory.  I  ceitainty  did  misundet- 
•land  him.  It  is  well  luiown  that  military  men 
bave  depitrie^  and  must  depart  tn  some  instances, 
from  (he  law&  tat  jas(BDLce,  it  is  justifiable  for 
tbe  commander  of  a  garrison,  under  some  circum- 
alances,  loburnthe  suburbsof  a  city.  Since  then 
it  is  admitted  there  .may  be  &  justification  for  a 
departure  from  the  laws,  such  justification  .must 
depend  on  the  deg^e  of  Depessity4hat  may  »ist. 
And  my  conclusion  is,  that  as  we  are  not'  ac; 
quaiated  wiih  the  circumstances  of  (bis  case,  it  is 
premature  to  pass  judgment  on  those  implicated 
in  it.  Oo  this  point  Icoincide  with  the  geatle- 
Duui  from  Massachusetts.  We  ought  entirely  to 
consider  (be  subject  befote  Ua  on  its  own  merits. 
The  next  queation,  therefore,  is^  whether  we  are 
ifi  the  situation  to  make  the  proposed  iniiairy, 
On  ibis  point  \  am  sure  no  gentleman  will  untler' 
take  to  say,  even  were  we  to  suspead  the  whole 
business  trnTore  us,  we  should  be  able  to  mature 
snd  finish  before  tbe  close  of  the  sesnon  a  business 
of  this  importance;  and  if  we  did,  I  f«ar  it  would 
be  very  incorrectly  done.  Inasmuch  then  as  we 
cannot  ^et  tbrough  this  business  during  the  pres- 
«nt  sesiion,  it  is  propeTin  my  opiotoD  to  postpone 
it  until  the  nexL  1  pledge  myself  that  1  shall  then 
be  as  willing  as  any  genttemaa  on  this  floor  to 
take  it  up  and  give  it  a  deliberate  investLgation. 

Mi.  J.  Randolpb. — When  (be  senllea)>iii  from 
FennsyUania  made  this  motion,  fwas  really  ap- 

Erebensive  that  it  would  bave  an  effect  difierent 
om  that  in te oiled— that  it  would  have  the  effect 
of  protracting  this  debate.  We  hnre  had  a  long 
discussion,  and  when  every  member  is  ready  to 
sirehisToteonthesahjeGt,aadmoMof  themei- 
bera  who  desire  it,  have  in  all  probability, deli 
ered  their  sentiments,  a  motion  to  postpone  the 
subject  is  offered.  What  is  the.  consequeucef 
Breif  member  who  bas  spoken  on  (he  m"- 
quesuon  acquires  die  right  to  speak  twice 


I  am  sorry  for  the  declaration  made  by  the  gen- 
tleman from- Pennsylvania.  I  understood  bim  to 
be  frientlly  19  this  measure.  But  how  am  I  to  re- 
concile his  ti^dship  with  the  negstive  vote  which 
he  means  to  give  7  For  will  be  or  any  other  gen- 
.tleman  point  out  a  substantial  differeDce.  between 
negativing  and  poiiponing  this  resolutioal.  This 
is  nolbing  more  or  less  than  an  ingenious  mode  of 
quieting  a  tender  cobscience — to  induce  gentle- 
men to  votefor  postponingrWbaioQpriocipTetbey 
cannot  vote  agHitt^t.  Suppose  in  the  case  of  a  p»- 
liiionfromSiephen'Sayre,  01  Oljver.Pollock,  or 
any  other  of  the  claimants  so  steadily  befbre  as,  a 
motion  should  be  made  to  postpone  their  case  in- 
definitely. What  would'  the  genllemaa  from 
Peansylrania  say  ?  That  there  was  no  substan- 
tial- difference  betweeo  pDatponiirg  and  negativing 
it.  I  dp  confess,  sir,  if  I  .was  opposed  to  this  mea- 
sure,. I  would  get  up  and  say  so — I  would  vote 
against  it— I  would  come  out  maufuUy  and  decide 
on  its  merits ;  and  1  trust  gentlemen  opposed  to  it 
from  priociplewill  have  the  ma^aoimilyto  reject 
tbepostponemeataDdtiy  thestrengthoftbeHouM 
on  (ne  main  qnestioa. 

I  certainly  mean  no  disrespect  to  either  of  the 
geotlemen  ffom  Pennsylvania,  because  where  1  do 
not  feel  disrespect,  I  would  bot  express  it.  But 
ihv  motion  toade  by  one  Of  those  gentlemen  and 
adrocated  by  the  other,  gives  an  unfaithful  repre- 
sentative of  (he  people  aii  opportunity  of  shiink- 
ing  from  hi^  Couslitutioaal  responsibility,  and,  as 
such,dught  to  be  resisted.  A  gentleman  gpeshome, 
and  IS  asked,  what  did  you  do  in  the  case  of  (he 
habeas  carpus?  Did  you  vole  for  or  against  iti 
He  replies— iw,  I  did  not  Tole  against  it— I  only 
.voted  for  postponing  it  indefloitely.  Well,  what 
is  (he  meaning  of  this  .Parliamentary  phrasel 
Though  it  is  exactly  the  same  as  voiiag  against  a 
measure,  yet,  addressed  to  the  unlearned  ear  of  the 
planter,  it  gives  an  opportuaity  toeverv  man  afraid 
to  stand  on  his  own  responsibility  to  cneat  his  con- 


With  regard  to  improper  topics  and  extdnsic 
considerations  introduced  into  this  deb&te,  no  one 
can  be  more  sensible  of,  or  have  greater  reason  to 
regret  it,  than  mjiself ;  but,  if  urged  by  me,  they 
have  been  urged  in  self-defence.  \  may  truly  sav 
I  did  not  begin  the'  battle.  For  on  the  first  day's 
discussion,  wben  the  mover  was  making  a  lengthy 
speech  on  this  subject,  I  was  engaged  ib  the  com- 
mittee room.and  only  came  into  the  House  when 
about  to  adjourn )  but,  notwithstanding,  I  beard 
enough  to  convince  me  that  principles  bad  been 
broached  which,  let  them  be  bioacbed  wherever 
they  may,  will  always  meet  my  reprobation, 

The  gentleman  ftom  Massachusetts  must  cer- 
tainly have  labored  under  some  strange  misappre- 
hension when  he  conceived  that  I  quoted  the  case 
of  the  prohibition  of  the  exportation  of  corn  from 
Great  Britain,  by  royaLproclamatioo,  with  the  view 
be  ascribes  to  me.  I  certainly  did  not.  I  did  not 
say  that  if  the  Ministers  bad  acknowledged  a  vio- 
lation of  lawj  and  had  (brown  themsdvea  on  the 
mercy  oftheir  country,  it  would  not,  according  to 
the  usages  of  that  cuuotrv,  hare  been  proper  to 
have  passed  a  bill  of  iodemoity.    I  quoted  thit 
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Writ  of  &ibea»  Oorptu. 


CMC  Id  show  tbat  whcD  the  known  Rod  ickaow- 
ledeed  friends  aS  fieedooi  become  so  iDtosicited 
with  powei  aa  to  abaadoa  the  stroag  bulwark  of 
the  Conitiiution,  ihote  oppo»ed  to  them  will  turn 
their  baiteriei  againtt  them — to  show  tbkl  it  did 
not  beuome  the  ^oilemaD  from  MaiMohuaetts,  if 
indeed  he  Is  the  friend  of  freedom,  10  quit  the  true 
old  Constiti^iiooal^ronBd,  aodsufferit  to  be  taken 
b*  those  in  opposition.  And  in  iUurtniion  of  this 
oDservitioB  I  staled,  that  that  cunning  Scotchtnan, 
Mftnsfield,  under  similar  circnmiitaiicei,  had  taken 
the  true  ground  of  the  Coostiiution  against  Chat- 
ham and  Camden,  its  loutlesE  advocates,  and  bad 
thus  defeated  them  with  their  own  weapoo's. 

lam  sotr;  to  be  oMioed  to  iBOablethe  Houie 
Willi  any  more  of  that  idle  declamation -which, 'It 
seems,  is  totally  useless,  except  (o  Aerve  the  pui^ 
traae,  at  Tarioua  times,  of  replTing  (oitself.  Bat 
this  dtciamatien  has  even  In  this  respect  one  *A- 
Tantage,  often  found  wanting  to  the  fnest  solid 
arg:ument,  riz ;  that  it  is  a  aaiisfttciory  reply  to 
something — that  it  has  at  least  the  pojeei  of  ao- 
■w-ering  itsalf-^and  is  indued  with  prbpertiet  of 
echo — that  it  is  hot  "unheard,  unhnown."  There 
h«a  been  a  dispute  in  the  world  from  tittle  imme- 
morial between  wit  and  dollnfeu — between  imagi- 
nation  and  judgment.  8o  we  h«Te  been  told, 
though  some  who  cultiTite  the  sceplieal  philoso- 
*  J  dispute  it.    But  this  imftreaiion  has  been  so 

gaitejnpted  to  be  made,  that  there  is  not  a  pre- 

e  or  formal  coxcomb  that  does  not  on  the  score 
of  dullness  anogaie  to  himself  jndgmem  and  pro- 
found wisdom.  While  I  aiu  willing  to  allow  thai 
declamaiion,  or  the  powers  of  an  effervescent 
ittuginatipQ,  ate  no  etidenees  of  wisdom,  the 
House  mast  admit  that  the  mere  dallness  of  a 
special  pleaderwithout  bis  accucacy  does  not  imply 
SDy  preieiuions  to.  knowledge.  The  truth  is,  that, 
on  this  as  on  other  subjects,  it  has  beei)  my  mis- 
fortune to  oome  to  the  Uouse  -too  ubprepared.  1 
knew  BOthiog  of  the  subject  lintil  it  was  bconght 
under  discussioii.  I  got  up  yesterday,  as  I  hare 
to-day,  to  say  what  first  eaeae  Htto-my  head^  and 
in  this  way  1  hope  I  shall  be  pcnnitted  la  go  on. 

However  the  gentlenati  from  Haseachusetts 


phyd 
long! 


may  have  nrofeased  his  anxiety  to  avoid  commit- 
ting himself  by  giving  aq  opinion  inthe  present 
e,  he  has  given  a  uotii  hint  of  the  jaopitety 


of  indenMiiiying  the  commander-in-chief  iQ  this 
instance,  if  he  has  acted  illegally,  by  the  allu- 
sioD  which  h«  has  made  to  the  ease  of  Captain 
Little,  to  which  he  might  have  added  that  of  Cap- 
tain Hntiay.  Let  us  ezaniiae  the  aoaliwy  of  these 
caaes,  and  see  whether  the  ([flntlemanr  trma  Mas- 
sBcbnaetta  with  all  his  precision  and  ingenuity.  ■* 
able  to  make  out  a  similitude  between  them.  Tl 
cases  of  Little  and  Mnrrav  were  iostaoees  of  milr 
itary  men  obeying  the  oraera  of  their  military  si 
penors.  If  it  were  proposed  in  the  preeeni  ii 
stance  to  mulct  the  young  oncers  who  hare  made 
these  arrests,  those  cases  might  with  fairness  I 
been  cited,  they  might  tell  you  that  in  doin  . 
thev  obeyed  their  superior  officers,.and  thai  t^ey 
eonld  not  stand  disputing  their  power  lest  they 
should  be  broken  by  a  court  martial.  Does  the 
geutlemati  say  thera  is  a  limiliinde  bttween  tbe 


casesof  Little  and  Murray,  and  the  case  of  a  com- 
mander of  your  army,  (sQpposing  him  to.  have 
contravened  the  law)  and  tbat  he  would  have  the 
same  excuse  for  such  cooitaventioa  as  an  inferior 
officer?  Does  he  mean  to  prepare  the  House 
for  a  justification  of  the  Commander-in-chief  on 
this  ground  ?  I  hope  and  trust  not.  1  may  speak 
at  random,  but  I  cannot  believe  his  conduct,  sneh 
as  it  bat  been  retMresented  to  have  been,  caniirve 
been  justified  either  by  the  iustructisus  or  the  ap- 
probation of  his  superior  officer.  But  even '  if  it 
should  appear  to  be  the  case  tbat  he  received  such 
instructions  from  the  highest  Executive  auibtmty. 
the  only  thin^  which  can  be  said  is,  that  the  Com- 
mander-in-chief baa  acted  under  tbe  orders  of  hie 
superior,  as  in  the  cases  Of  Little  and  Murray.  But 
dia  the  House  menu  to  say,  wben  they  voted  .an 
indemnity  to  Little  aud  Murray  for  obeying  the 
orden  of  the  Eseeotife,  in  cases  where  tbe  civil 
-and  mtlilary  authority  were  ccmibined,  that  be-, 
cause  this  cooduct  of  an  inferior  officet  was  justi- 
fied by  the  orders  of  his  superior,  there  was  there- 
fore no  blame  attached  to  the  Executive?  -ihope 
not.  1  trust  iaOod  not.  I  should  hhve  been  sorry 
to  have  seen  those  claims  passed,  to  give  a  sanction 
to  the  departure  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and 
the  Secretary  of  State'  from  the  laws  of  the  land. 
It  will  nut,  therefore,  follow  that,  because  the ' 
House  cQOsidered  the  inferior  officer  not  culpable, 
they  also  considered  the  superior,  wbogave  the  or- 
ders, free  from  censure.  Let  us.ihen  bear  no  more 
ih  jostificaiionof  ihe.Commander-in-chie^  unless 
gentlemen  ^ow  that,  instead  of  acting  on  his  own 

sponsibillty,  he  acted  on  that  of  bis  superior. 

1  consider  the  whole  of  this  busiaess  as  one  of 
the  most  unfortunate  kind  that  could  liafe  hap- 

Cmed  to  the  United  Slates.  If  *e  had  acquired 
Qoisiana  by  force  of  arms  or  conquest,  we  couU 
scarcely  have  inspired  tbe  (leopU  of  that  country 
with  gpeater  iadigQBtioD  than  oy  these  e yen ta— in 
hich  it  is  yet  to  he  seen  whether  those  people 
re  at  all  concerned-;  or  whether  they  are  not 
standing  like  iheep,  suffering  tbe  wolves  to  pass 
without  didiUrbaoce — eventa  which  must  soff  the 
seeds  of  lasting  misfortuoe,  unless  healed  by  a 
'  aely  interposition  of  the  Oovernment.  And 
thing  can  have  a  more  fatal  efifect  than  anythiog 
done  by  this  House,  or  the  other  part  of  the  Oov- 
ernment, to  sanction  the  conduct  of  the  Comman- 
der-in-chief, taking  it  to  be  such  as  is  ascribed  to 
him.  Asamemherof  ihisHouse  lamfree  to  give 
my  opinion  of  what  would  restore  peace  to  that 
country— though  out  of  doors  I  mieht  not  do  it. 
The  first  step  engbt  to  be  the  immediate  recall  of 
every  man  direciTy  or  indirectly  concerned  in  this 
busiaess.  You  can  hardly  sapposegsir,  that  I  look 
forward  to  be  made  their  Governor,  or  desire  on 
my  recommendation  to  introduce  a  friend  to  thai 
place.  But  1  have  no  hesitation  ii^  saying  that 
unless  some  such  step  be  taken,  the  attachment  of 
that  counttv  to  the  United  States  is  IqsI  forerer. 
I  would  ,taEe  such  a  step  boldly — 1  would  know 
nothing  of  their  little  disputes — I  would  act  with 
theauthotity  ofa  venei^ble parent,  who,  on  return- 
ing home,  found  his  children  by  the  ears.  I  would 
correct  them  a)l,  I  would  discountenance  at  once 
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■U  such  iatriguaa — I  woald  recall  «r«rr  mBa  who 
hu  <tir«eilf  or  iDdirectlf  participated,  or  is  3ii»- 
PMted  of  haviog  pariicipai«d  io  tbem-^I  woald, 
msliort,mbMitaD<lbwiD«Kai>).  llisaa  extreme- 
ly ttDforinoate  thing  Aat  tbe  people  of  New  Or- 
Mansi  for  the  most  pan  speakias  the  Freoeh  lan- 
moe,  a  great  part  of  them  attached  [o  the  Ctotro 
tf  Spaift-^ransferred  to  the  Uoiled  States  by  an 
bonoiable  parshas^— told  they  were  afaoat  to  laate 
the  tweetaof  «  OoraromeDl  of  lawi—told  Ihatar^ 
bitrarf  ootiotu  aad  leUreide  cachet  w«g-e  to  be 
prottin Bed— that  the  CaastitntiDn  was  not  to-  be 
<teparied  from,  bni  thai  ilier  were  to  enjoy  all  the 
Ue*sfDg«  of  eiiizens  of  the  United  States— it  is  ez- 
ireroelf  nnfortuDale  that  New  Oileane  ilfould  be 
the  first  place  in  which  a  leMon  of  military  de«- 
potiem  shoold  be  tadght.  I  deem  it  ntrbmely  ud- 
lortanate — it  cinnot  tend  to  attach  those  people 
to  the  United  Slates;  it  will,  howerer,  have  ano- 
ther tendency-^it  will  prefenl  erery  tnao  of  char- 
acterfrom  emigrating  to  that  coantry,  and -tDaiead 
of  miiing  the  AmericRA)  with  the- French,  the 
latter  will  be  kept  as  b  diiiinct  class.  Pw  will 
any  man,  baring  the  least  regard  tu  his  rights,  go 
to  a  place  where  fae  will  be,  seized  by  a  military 
eonaroandaDi  1  Buppbse,  Mr.  Speaker,  such  a 
thing  had  taken  place  in  yoar  conntr?  or.  mine. 
""  '(fnotat  this  period  be  before 

it  of  the  country  would  have 


The  militi 


^woultTnotat  this  peric 
e  spirit  of  the  country  ' 
loDgcince  settled  iheqnestioD.  I.TecolLect  in  1796 
or  1799,  iriien  the  ofiioers  of  the  army  were  fol- 
lowing their  l«gal.  avocation  of  enlisting  recrttits, 
•nchwasthespirit  of  detestation  in  Whiehastand- 
ing  army  was  held  in  my  district,  that  these  men 
were  obliged  to  break  op  and  mare  off'  That 
Bpirii  would  scarcely  eodnreth^  legal  actofaman 
acting  under  legal  Buthoriijr,  and  y^wv  hBTenow 
an  aptilogy  for  naen  acting  in  direct  coDtraTentian 
ef  legal  authority.  Will  any  inan  point  out  a  goofl 
cntiM.for  this  chnwe  t 

Thegenileaaan  from  Massachasetli  Mated  Bn»- 
th«r  CMC,  whioh  1  think  inapplicable.  In  ease  a 
neraber  of  this  Honse 'shonld  be  armle4  by  the 
MTil  authority,  be  says  he  may  obtain  reoreae. 
Thereis  no  doabt  of  it.  Bot  suppose  it  waspro- 
posed  to  pass  a  law  for  the  pimiihment  of  murder, 
■nd  the  gentleman  shonld  get  np  attd  say  there  4b 
no  neeeiaity  fer  euch  a  law— ^the  dead  man  may 
have  redress  withoni  vt  t 

The  wrh  of  habeas  corpus  is  tbeonly  wrilsane- 
tbned  by  the,  Constitatlon.  It  is  guarded  fVeitt 
•very  approach  except  by  the  two  Hoiuei  of  CoA- 
~  greas ;  mad  yet  this  writ^  thus  acknowledged,  tlias 
Bpecitlly  designated,  this  second  Magna'Oharta, 
as  it  has  been  called,  is  to  be  put- on  the  footing  of  B 
common  trespass.  Really,  when  a  man  tells,  me 
that  if  imprisoned  I  mar  get  damages,  it  reqniret 
Boghost  tocomeand  tell  us  that  this  may  be  done 
even  without  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus.  But  will 
gentleman  point  to  any  LeglMatire  sabction  by 
whicbihe  execution  of  this  writ  is  guarded?  Per- 
haps action  on  the  case  might  be  sustained  foi  dis- 
obeying it;  bat  snpposea  judge  should  deny  it. 
Impeach  him,  say  gentlemen.  But  will  gentle- 
men rely  on  that?  Thai  aflbrds  no  certBin  pnn- 
khment,  and  an  nBcertain  pvniskment  is  inad«- 


¥iate.  We  wsnt  a  certain  and  adeqtmta  remedy. 
he  gentleman  from  Siassachusetts  >  equally 
nnfortnnate  ii\  stating  that  I  am  the  advocate  of 
pnnisking  with  deMh  every  person  eoacerned  with 
an  iafraetioB^of  the  writ  or  habetts  oorpas,  or,  aa 
that  gvntlemaB  stated  it,  for  amall  and  trivinl  of- 
fenem 

Hr.  BiBWiLk  explained  and  observed  that  be 
jMd  bad  alliHiDn  to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
ralBtt*a.to  the  slave  trade. 

Mr.  J.  RAMBOLpq.— I  stated  that  I  wonht  make 


a  nuUtary  (^c*T,  acting  under  his  own  respons 
biliiy,  antinK  «8  eommander-inrchief  punishaU 
th  death  for  such  an  htfraeiion.    Did  I, 


s  BO,  abo  say  that  I  would  ponish  I 


inferior 


military  chareoter  arraying  hitnself  agaipst  the 
eonstitntioB  t(  his  ooantry  is  worthy  of  death  1 
I  say  he  is  «  traitor.  A  commander-in-chief  of 
an  army,  >rho,  on  his  ownresponsibiliiy,  nuts  the 
coiwtiiuiioB  and  law*  of  his  country  at  defiance, 
is  a  ttaiioT ;  and,  suppoaipg  (he  nase  stated  at  New 
Orleans  to  be  correctly  stated^  the  Gommander-iB- 
etaief  is  a*  mUoh  a  trntor  as  Bny  oibcr  man  con- 
earned  in  the  eoBspincy.  Whoare  these  traitors,! 
Burr  aod  Co.  What  are  they  about  to  dol  To 
put  down  the  civil' anf hot ity  by  military  force; 
and  is  there  any  subaiantial  diflereitee  whether  the 
civil  anibotity  is  trampled  nndn  foot  bf  Burr  and 
bis.  banditti,  or  In  a  oomBander-la-ehief  and  his 
legnlararmyl  1  will  go  farther.  .Suppose  iheM 
measures  for  putting  down  Borr  shall  cTeuiually 
prora  to.  hare  been  tMBsurcs  for  puttii^  up  some- 
body else,  in  what  will  these  men  diffinl  In  n»- 
Ibing.  If  the  sommander  of  an  army,  to  gira 
himselfai^lse  eclat,  shall  trample  the  GottBtiiutim 
«ndsr  foot,  shall  go  a  certain  IjMgth  with  coatpik^ 
aiots,  and  finding  his  ground  no  longer  tenabl^ 
shall  determine  to  make  np  in  seal  <riiat  he  wanted 
in  fiddiiy,  be  is  goitty  oftreachery  to  the  Consti- 
Utiett  aad  lawa— he   is  gailty  of   more^-hti   ia 

K'lty  of  ntkukoa  die  priacipt*  respeeted   by 
I'vae— the  priitaple  of  fidriity  to  eaeh  «lher. 


mind  calluos,  and  by  its  familiarity  tends  to  loae 
iuefitet  Aitdogeatlemenbdieve  tfanaCappisg 
foTwaKlJQ  defence  of  the  privilege  of  habeas  cor- 
)mB,feigrantlyvialBt(di,<cafeingihMtobeibeaa*e,) 
laamare  peccadtUe, ebon t  which  tbe  peo])le ought 
nocio  bealanBed?  if  M)  gentleman  are  wofUly 
deeeived.  The  peopi*  are  not  ao  wund  asleep  •■ 
to  be  roneed ;  aM  it  wns.tbe  duty  of  that  gentle- 
man and  otbefgentlemenfln  bis  side  Id  have  cone 
forwtnl  and  kara  said— tre.n*  sorry  that  gentle- 
men have  got  the  star  I  of  n*,  bnt  their  doing  right 
shall  not  drive  tis  >Ma  what  is  wrong.  Oo  thia 
subject  we  will  go  all  lengtiw  with  them,  we  will 
make  an  inquiry  into  the  propriety  of  amending 
tbetaWB— we  wiUnoi  be  behind  them  in  numifcel- 
ing  a  zeal  for  the  Constiiutton.  If  gentlemen  had 
acted  so,  there  would  hare  been  an  end  of  the 
business  at  once ;  but  it  is  saying  they  are  friends 
of  the  meastne,  while  they  are  acting  as  its  ene- 
mies, that  prodocea  this  diatrost. 
The  gentleman  firan  Uamciusells  {tb.  ftois- 
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cy)  kusUled(hedifier«»u  that  exMUbeiwesD  the 
tiffht  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  and  th«  lem- 
taj.  He  haa  correctly  itatrd  that  ii  is  not  id- 
tended  as  a  reoiedf — not  to  allow  aa  action  for 
falsa  impriioament-^iit  to  preTenl  ftilae  impria- 
oomiDt  and  therefoie  that  it  ouffht  to  be  guard* 
ed  by  Eaneiioni.  Bui  the  gentlemaD  bu  omit- 
ted to  meDtioa  one  circnmatanee,  which  is,  tbw. 
in  Endaad  iht  writ  of  habeiu  corpus  it  >e- 
eiH^  if  the  saactioa  ot  death.  And  is  our  at- 
taohmeni  lo  liberty  leas  than  that  of  Eoglaod  1  1 
lay  that  a  Cbief  Justice  of  BngUnd  for  refouof  lo 
issue  a  writ  of  habaaa  corpw,  may  be  inpekCQed, 
taken  to  Tower  Hill  and  dvooUated.  If  there  bad 
uisled  the  pririlefe  of  the  writ  of  btUwa*  eorpaa 
in  England  at  the  time  of  the  impeaohoieat  of 
Straflbrd,  eould  (here  hai^e  been  a  charsc  more 
■troof!  than  a  aetlled  design  to  da  away  tba(  prir- 
ilege  ?  Ib  Eugland  also  it  i«  guarded  by  the  pow- 
R  of  aitainder.  Thank  OodJ  we  ha*e  not  (hat 
feature  in  our  Constitution.  ,Bat  if  the  same 
ipiiit  peivades  that  country  now  which  qnce  did, 
Dothiuff  would  sooner  pus  a  bill  of  attainder, 
through  the  two  ilauses  of  Parliament,  Lban  a 
known  aud  wtinlon  inTasion  of  (bis  privilege.  But 
fortUQBtely  our  CoDstitatioo  has  denied  (o  im  this 
power;  and  it  is  because  we  eaaoot  pa^s  bill*  gf 
at  lainder.aud  because  judgmeatsODiiDpeachmeDts 
do  Dot  affect  the  life,  that  it  behoores  us  to  goar^ 
this  important  prmciple  with  some  more  sotemn 
sanations  than  it  now  posMssea. 

Mr.  Elliot.— A  gentleman  from  TenneiMe 
Mr.  G.  W.  Campbell)  whom  1  do  not  at  this 
moment  obieiTe  in  his  plaise,  but  will  presume 
that  he  is  aUending  bis  dnty  aa  a  member  of  tha 
Hoose,  and  lo  attract  whose  aitenti  on  I  will  -'lift 
up  mj  Toioe,"  in  both  of  his  (peJeehe*  ^  yesterdar 
cerlaiDly  entitled  the  House  loaome, additional, 
ai  leaat  to  some  eiplaoatory  remarks  from  me ; 
and  alihou(;b  tha  Hoose  would.  b«  rery  williwr  to 
relinquish  its  rigbt,  I  eana«t,  as  an  individual 
member,  coDaesl  to  part  wilb  ny  pwttpn  of  the 
eUim. 


well  TSrsed  in  the  law  of  treason  as  himself.  Ue 
said  that  in  treason  all  ate  prisctpab,  aai  of  comae 
that  there  can  be  ao  acMSMiies.  Ii  it  f  ery  true. 
Tbe  ganeral  prioctple  ia  correct.  It  hat  loiig  been 
teitled  M  a  priuoiple  of  Eaglith  law,  that  acta, 
wbieb,  in  feloay,  wouU  own  one  aoeetsa^  be- 
fore ihf  fact,  in  treaaoB.  as  well  aa  in  Irc^M, 
rander  bim  a  priocipal  bSender.  fiiit  there' is  a 
hnowAe  aad  librml  principle  in  the  English  law 
upon  tUa  teb)ect,  wbich  thoae  exeluaive  R«- 
publioaiu  wbo  are  ready  la  justify  OeoMal  Wilk- 
iBWM,  by  eoBsideriag  the.parsofu  accused  hy  him 
fpuUJ  of  the  actual  oommisaioa  of  ihe  crime  of 
tiesLMin,  either  do  aot  know,  or  ate  not  dispoeed 
loadc^t.  Tbegeneral  principle  is  subjeot  to  ibis 
qnalifieation,  except  in  treason  tonchiag  the  death 
of  the  King,  &c.  to  every  other  kind  of  treason, 
it  is  adnoilted  that  oSenoca  of  an  acoeaaorial  na- 
ture may  exist,  and  that  they  are  of  a  derivative 
ctianster}  some  act  must  be  doae,  to  which  the 
offiuder  most  be  asoestwy,  and  ftoia  which  bis 
»th  Gov.  Sd  Siaa—is 


guiltis  derived ;  some  original  and  prineipel  tru> 
lor  may  exist,  to  whom  another  may  be  .eonsid* 
ered,  in  the  first  instaQeer  as  subst^viant.  Al- 
though in  the  event  of  the  prosecution  such  an 
(lender  may  be  oMaidered  as  a  ptiBei^l,*yet,  in 
bis  progress  towards  conviction,  wbicb  is  the 
ease  now  existing  in  our  own  country,  ha  ought, 
from  a  principle  of  Dat^^^  jasiiae,  to  be  eonndr 
ered  merely  as  ju  tbe  namre  of  an  Jtcceasary,  b»- 
fore  or  after  the  fact.  Otherwiea  if  the  person  ac- 
eased  as  an  auxiliary,  were  tried  before  the  per- 
son «bo  actually  committed  the  aet,  the  vety 
great  absurdity,  and  inJBsticft  nighi.  result,  that 
the  aoceasorial  agent  might  be  eoovioled,  and  ba 
who  did  the.act,  aBd  from  whose  guilt  alone  thai 
of  rije  actual  aceessary  coold  flow,  migfat  be  ac- 
aoitted.  This  principla  it  to, be  found,  in  Foster, 
Hale,  and  Hawkins,  who  m^y  be  don^ered  aa 
tha  classical  writers  upon  criminal  jurisprodence 
in  Great  Britain. 

Of  the  iosinuation  that  I  was  ignorant  of  the 
law,  I  should-,  however  have  had  but  little  reason 
to  comj^in.  1  do  aot  recolleol 'that  any  one 
adopted  the  expression,  "championof  the- Con- 
stituiioB,"  but  myself,  atu)  the  gentleman  spoke 
of  those  who  announce  themselves  to  the  public, 
ae  the  cbampions  of  the  Constitutibo  and  the 
cause  of  liberty,  merely  for  the  purpoae  of  making 
a  great  noise,  and  of  displaying  ''pictures,"  cat' 


..   ..    _.  ..and   delude  the 

imagination,  of  the  jteople.  1  will  not  presume, 
although  I  could  wish  the  getnleman  were  pret- 
ent  10  give  a  serious  explaaation,  that  he  intended 
to  impeach  my  moiiven.  B«  something  must  he 
said  on  the  aubject  of  pietncea  and  painting. 
From  the  extieme  difficnUy  with  which  the  gen* 
tlenteB-nutnagai  lutmelapbM,  it  was  obviooe  tn 
us  all  that  he-waa  no  great  proAcieat  ia  the  arL 
AikI  yet  be  is  ooqnestiwiably  the  very  best  paistea 
of  the  partievlB'.^ool  to  which  he  happens  to 
belong.  There  ia  moce  aauaation  ta  bis  figtm^ 
there  is  naore  nerve  in  hie  attitude,  there  ia  more 
K^W  in  ^u  features,  l^se  it  more  grace  even  in 
his  eoloring,  than  ue  to  be  fouad  in  the 
best  proditctiont  of  bit  astoeiate  aitisO.  We 
have  lately  heard  and  read  nweb  of  wibM  are 
called,  in  the  newapaper  cani  of  the  day,  a  repnbli* 
can  maje^iy  and  a  repabliaan  ■ninoiilyi  of  re- 
ptiUices  majorl^v  men,  and  repubUcaa  niBeritf 
men.  The  gentfenan,  probebI]r,  wU»et  to  m 
coBsideied  as  (be  "  chBmpien"  and  Uadw  of  ibe 

majority,  com  poeed  of  profooBd ~* 

kigicianis,  whue  the  ninority  ~ 

rUQterc  and  deelamawiy  onto 
7ould  not  inure,  at  toe  rale 
cent.,  whicl)  we  are  laid  ie  the  price  of  insorance 
of  American  property  in  Loadoo,  tinee  the  pub- 
lication of  the  famous  imperial  deeree,  tbe  final 
triumph  of  tbe  school  of  logicians  over  that  vi 

Bui  I  did  not  arrogate  to  niytelf,  the  diatinctian 
of  a  ".champion  of  the  Constitution"  in  theptopct 
seuie  of  the  term.  Il  must  be  wilbin  tbe  recol- 
lection of  all,  that  I  said  I  was  the  champion  o£ 
the  CoMstitutiop,  only  at  every  membtr  of  the 
House  WW  bound  by  oath  to  be;  in  'V*'»»iWr 


Beit  to.  Yet 
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agBimt  asurpaitou  and    unanthonzed    military 

Mr.  Eppes  mid,  that,  when  on  a  formei  day  this 
retolution  had  been  before  the  House,  he  had  de- 
elared  limwlf  in  favor  of  committing  it  for  dis- 
cu»9ioD.  DiscuisioD,  however,  bai  be«a  had  ia  a 
differeoi  form.  The  ori^aal  motion  haa  b«en 
withdrawn,  and  the  quesuoo  is  now  to  be  tafceti 
on  the  TeBoluIioD.  He  twreed,  perfectly,  in'  opin- 
ion with  ike  gentleman  from  Virginia,  who  nad 
•aid  that  a  poitponement  of  the  reaolutioii  was,  in 
sahstance,  a  reJMtioo.  He  should  vote  for  the 
postponement  because  he  was  opposed  to  the  res' 
olation.  We  have  been  told  by  a  gentleman  from 
Haa«aohiuetts-^wbD,  on  this  occasion,  disci  si  ms 
all  party  feelings— that  the  common  law  of  Eag- 
lana  is  not  in  iorce  in  this  coantiy ;  that  tbe  stai- 
Inte  of  Cbarlee  II-  was  not  in  force  in  this  coun- 
try; and  that,  to  the  penalties  of  this  statute,  the 
English  nation  owes  the  security  of  this  privi- 
lege. Tbe  geollemBD  has  enumerated  the  penal- 
ties of  tbe  statute,  and  asks  whether  we  are  less 
attached  to  this  privilege  than  the  English  nation  1 
We  are  not  less  attached  to  the  privilege.  Our 
mode  of  enforcing  it  is  different.  In  EngUod,  if 
the  writ  is  disobeyed,  it  can  only  be  enforced  by 
thefincsai>d  penalties  of  tbe  statute  of  Charles  if. 
In  this  country,  the  judge  can  eall  in  the  aid  of 
the  nation  to  enforce  the  law.  In  England,  tbe 
penalties  of  that  statute  are  necessary  to  Wrest  its 
Tictims  from  an  Executive  armed  with  pneroi^- 
tive  and  privilege.  In  England,  the  Minister,  be- 
ing a  conservator  of  the  peace  throughout  the 
Kingdom,  may  commit  in  aor  pert  of  iL  In  this 
country,  numan  can  be  legalfif' committed,  or  de- 
tained 10  custody,  but  by  the  civil  authority.  The 
penalties  of  tbe  statute  of  Charles  II.  never  were 
inforoe  in  tbe  Commonwealth  of  Virginia.  The 
jndfre  is  subject,  as  under  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  to  the  action  of  the  parly — to  im- 
peaebmenl  and  removal.  Mr.  E.  said  he  agreed 
with  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  in  anoth- 
er poiot,  viz:  "That  tbeeommon  law  ofEuKland 
'  was  not  in  force  in  this  country,  except  so  mr  as 
'  it  has  been  adopted  by  the  Constitution  and  laws 
'  of  the  United  States,  or  of  the  individual  States." 
'  He,for  one,  when  brought  in  jeopardy,  vonld  nev- 
er cooseot  to  look  for  hie  rights  either  in  tbe  iro- 
meoiiHial  usage  and  custom  of  England  or  in  its 
•ttlttte  hoiA.  He  would  appeal  to  the  Constim- 
tioB  and  laws  of  his  eoutttry.  and  bv  them  alone 
wouM  he  be  tried.  If,  by  them  aloue,  without 
tbe  aid  of  the  English  law,  this  right  was  not 
sufficiently  secnred  to  the  citizen,  he  shc^uld  be 
willing  to  make  any  additional  legal  provisions 
that^ere  neeeasarv.  The  privilege  of  tbe  writ 
of  habeas  corpus  isas  well  secured  as  any  other 
right,  under  tbe  ConstitatioD  of  the  United  Slates. 
Freedom  of  speech,  freedom  of  the  press,  freedom 
of  conscience,  trial  by  jury,  stand  all  on  the  same 
foundation.  The  Consiitotion  secures  ihne  rights 
to  the  citneo,  and  judges,  wbo  ought  to  be  honest, 
areappoiated  to  protect  them.  If  we  are  not  secnre 
ID  ibis  ricbt,  where,  be  asked,  do  gentlemen  find 
the  security  forany  other  1  Can  law  render  more 
Meorearigliiderired  fromtbeConstitation?  Or, 


ry  to  place  this  right,  iraportant 
as  It  IS,  on  a  ainerent  basis  from  other  ri^l* 
rquatly  dear  to  the  American  people,  and  essen- 
tial to  the  existence  of  a  free  government?  The 
security  for- this  riffhi  is  ample,  if  your  judges 
are  honest  and  independent.  The  penalties  of 
the  statute  of  Charles  II.  could  only  add  a  pecti- 
niary  fine  to  removal  from  office ;  as  he  appte- 
henoed  no  judge  could  be  suffered  to  disgrace  out 
bench  after  being  subjected  to  pecuniary  fine  for 
denying  to  a  citizen  a  Constitutional  right  which 
he  is  sworn  to  support. 

Tbe  recent  occurrences  at  Orleans,  have  been 
priniiipally  relied  on  to  show  the  necessity  of  ad- 
ditional provisions  for  securing  this  right.  Even 
on  this  occasion,  however,  there  was  ao  want  of 
power  to  enforce  tbe  writ.  The  writ  was  obeyed, 
the  reason  of  tbe  detention  of  the  persons  return- 
ed, and  the  return  accepted  b^  tne  court.  He 
agreed,  perfectlv,  in  opinion  with  the  geotlemaa 
who  thought  all  tbe  civil  officers  of  tbe  Territory 
im|dicKiedin  these  transactions.  Thevmustcer- 
tainly  have  had  ihesame  ideas  of  tbe  public  danger 
with  the-Commandet-in-cbief,  and  either  approved 
of,  or  connived  at  tbe  seizure  and  shipment  of  these 
persons.  It  is  impossible  that  such  an  act  of  oow- 
er  could  have  been  exercised  in  any  part  of  the 
United  States,  without  the  approlration  of  tbe 
civil  authority  of  tbe  State  or  Territory.  The 
only  instance  in  which  the  writ  of  habeas  corpn 
WR9  disobeyed,  was  at  Charleston.  In  this  in- 
stance, it  is  justified  by  the  principle  «f  tbe  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia. 

SHere  Mr.  J.  Rardolpb  interrupt«d  Mr.  B., 
said  be  had  not  justified  the  act.] 

Mr.  Bppeb  continued. — If  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  will  have  patience,  he  will  understand 
correctly  bow  fir  it  is  suppoMd  he  t^^as  justified 
this  refusal  of  the  officer  at  Charlestona.  Ha  na- 
derttood  the  gentleman  from  VirginiB  as  sayiag 
that  an  inferior  <^cer  was  bound  to  obey  hti  sn- 
perior.  The  case  of  Captain  itarrajv  bad  been 
cited.  In  that  instance,  the  law  was  vHoJated,  apd 
Captain  Muriat'  reimbursed  the  damas^i"**''' 
ed  byhim,  on  tbe  ground  of  his  baring- obeyed  his 
last  ructions. 

Mr.  J.  Rardolpb  endained.  He  sai  d  he  watild 
ask  the  genilemaD  if,  oecatne  an  inferior  officer, 
tbe  commander  of  a  frigate  for  instance,  is  josti- 
fled  in  obeying  the  orders  of  the  President  touch- 
ing the  construction  of  an  elabomie  law,  which 
he  can  scarcely  be  presumed  capable  of  expound- 
ibg.  It  fcdlowed  that  an  inferior  offieer  was  to  be 
justified  in  ever][  possible  case,  in  obeying  the  or- 
ders of  a  superior  commander,  from  any  other 
motive  than  that  of  self-preservation,  in  which 
case  be  ceases  to  be  a  ntiooal  being?  Does  be 
mean  to  ssy,  that,  if  the  officer  of  a  ship  of  war, 
is  justifiable  in  obeying  the  President  in  a  parlie- 
ular  and  minor  inslsnce.  he  would  be  justified  la 
obeying  such  orders  to  elevate  him  to  a  Dictator- 
ship? 

Mr.  EppEa,  in  continuation,  observed  that  he 
had  no  wish,  and  certainly  he  could  have  no  in- 
terest IB  miistaiinir  the  ideas  of  the  gentleman 
frotn  Virginia.     Me  considered  the  two  caMs, 


dbyGoO^le 


gsi 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


582 


Febrdibt,  1807. 


Writ  of  Habeas  Corpw. 


H.  or  R. 


iowever,  as  Taryins  only  in  ihis :  In  the  case  of 
CapuiD  Mqrraf,  ine  r^ht  of  property  only  had 
been  violated  ;  1b  the  otaer,  the  personal  right  of 
(he  citizen.  Both  acta  weie  illegal.  Both  were 
8  violation  of  rights  secured  by  the  Constiiuiioo 
and  laws.  Mr,  E.,  however,  thought  that  genile- 
men  had  inistaken  the  piopoaed  remedy  for  such 
^  Tiolaiion  of  ihe  right  of  the  citizen.  No  habeas 
corpus  law  could  guard  asai.Qst  a  case  where  a 
citizen  was  kidnapped,  and  conveyed  out  of  the 
jarisdiction  of  a  court.  X  law  to  operate  not  on, 
tbemilitary  only,  but  on  every  person  who  should, 
without  legal  authority,  arrest,  or  convey  from  his 
residence  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  would 
be  better  calculated  to  embrace  such  a  ease.  Mr. 
E.  said  that,  having  on  a  former  occasion  deliver- 
ed his  sentiments  on  this  subject,  he  should  not 
again  have  troubled  the  Rouse,  but  from  a  wish 
it  should  be  clearly  naderstood  that  he  did  not 
mean  to  avoid  any  portion  of  bis  responsibility 
by  voting  for  Che  noSlponement  instead  of  a  re- 
jection "3  the  lesolutioa. 
Mr  D.  &,  Williams  called  for  the  yeas  and 

Mr.  J.  CuAYtaid,  before  the  question  was  taken, 
he  would  mention  one  or  two  points  that  went  to 
show  the  necessity  of  a  refereiice.  He  understood 
that  one  of  the  persons  arrested  by  General  Wil- 
kinson had  been  landed  on  an  island  near  Charles- 
ton, and,  on  the  issuing  n  writ,  the  officer  had  re- 
fused to  obey  ii.  He  would  ask  whether  this  was 
BOI  a  TJolalion  of  ihe  writ  of  habeas  corpus  that 
required  a  remedy  by  law  1  Mr.  C.  said  he  always 
viewed  it  as  a  matter  of  regret,  that  questions  of 
this  kind  should  be  taken  upon  party  ground. 
He  considered  such  a  sug-gesiion,  on  the  present 
oeeaaion  as  a  mere  trap  to  get  a  few  votes.  They 
were  told  of  the  dark  times  when  alien  a-nd  se- 
dition laws  were  passed.  If,  however,  under  the 
alien  law,  men  might  be  deported,  gentlemen 
sbould  recollect  that  it  was  according  to  law— 
that  there  was  an  express  statute  that  justified 
the  meaaanre.  Mr.  C.said  he  considered  the  kid- 
nappini;  alluded  to  by  g^tlemeo  as  a  ifross  viola- 
tion oftha  habeas  corpus,  and  would  be  glad  to 
know  whether  sending  a  man  to  Baltimore  from 
Orleans,  was  not  as  gross  a  violation  of  principle 
>■  tending  him  from  this  place  to  Orleans  T  Mr. 
C-  concluded  by:  observing  that  he  considered  it  a 
very  unfortunate  thing  for  any  gentleman  of  tal- 
ents to  be  educated  at  the.  bar.  So  many  distinc- 
tions were  there  taken,  that  a  man  of  his  plain 
mind  could  scarcely  see  anything.  He  should. 
howerer,  adhere  to  the  Constitution,  and  would 
ask  whether  a  military  arrest  was  not  a  gross  vio- 
lation of  it ;  and  whether  there  ought  not  to  be 
aome  exemplary  punishment  to  guard  against  it  7 

Mr.  Blheb  said  he  should,vote  for  the  postpooe- 
meui  of  the  resolution.  It  had  been  under  dis- 
ennion  for  three  days,  and  be  did  not  perceive 
they  were  nearer  a  result  than  on  the  first  day. 
Wat  it  discreet  40  refer  this  resolution  lo  a  select 
committer  when  it  was  manifest  thcv  could  not 
go  througn  the  business  without  n^  lee  tine  im- 
portant business  already  before  them?  He*should 
•Ita  vote  for  the  postponement,  as,  although  three 


days  had  b^n  taken  up  in  the  discussion,  he  had 
not  heard  anyone  gemleman  ur^e  a  single  reason 
lo  show  the  necessity  of  any  additional  provisions. 
This  very  transaction,  he  believed,  would  ulti- 
mately turn  out  beneficial  to  the  United  States, 
notwithstanding  the  arts  of  amhitious  men.  It 
would  display  such  a  striking  regard  of  the  people 
to  the  Government  of  their  choice,  as  to  prevent 
any  like  attempts  in  future.  Mr.  E.  said  he  did 
not  know  whether  General  Wilkinson  was  A 
conspirator,  but  in  this  case  he  did  not  see  that 
the  Constitution  bad  beeo  so  flagrantly  violated. 
Take  the  case  of  a  conspiracy  a^inst  the  Con- 
stitution, to  level  and  destroy  the  Constitution  al- 
together, and  directed  towards  the  garrison  which 
General  Wilkinson  commanded,  in  a  remote  part 
part  of  the  United  States,  and  distant  from  any 
strength  to  support  him.  If  we  consider  thequet- 
t ion  in  this  view,  that  the' tiffs  and  propenvof 
the  citizens  were  at  stake,  and'  even  the  juages 
engaged  with  the  conspirators,  was  it  improper  to 
take  up  these  men  and  send' them  to  a  place  where 
they  could  be  impartially  tried  7  Letgentlemen, 
said  Mr.B.,  passassanguinary  laws  as  t^ey  please, 
if  I  considered  the  judges  concerned,  and  were 
satisfied  t^ere  were  conspirators  within,  I  would 
arrest  thei^,  though  death  were  the  consequence, 
and  I  am  persuaded  every  officer  faithful  to  his 
trust,  would  do  the  satne  thing.  I  admit  that  in 
all  cases,  except  of  the  greatest  emergency  the 
military  onght  to  give  way  to  the  civil  power. 
With  regard,  however,  to  what  gentlemen  call 
the  audacity  of  sending  these  people  here,  in  the 
face  of  the  Legislative  body,  I  confess  I  entertain 
a  diffi;rent  opinion.  In  cases  of  military  arri'St, 
1  am  most  afraid  of  secrecy.  Does  not  publicity, 
as  far  as  it  goes,  show  a  good  conscience  ?  Does 
it  not  show  the  wish  of  the  Commander-in  chief 
that  his  conduct  should  be  examined  in  the  face  of 
the  nation,  conscioup  that,  on  afnll  examination,  he 
will  appear  to  have  acted  as  a  good  officer  and  an 
honest  maul  As  I  have  said  before,  I  do  not  know 
that  be  is  honest.  I  knowthkthb  has  been  Charged 
with  being  a  conspirator,  hut  on  this  point  we  have 
no  proof  hriore  ns. 

In  the  circiimstances  I  have  mentioned,  it  wonU 
be  thv  duty  of  a  man  to  vtolale  the  law  and  M> 
penaltiee  ought  to  prevent  him.  T  shall  always 
think  it  better  for  one  or  two  men  to  suffer  than 
Ibewhsle  nation;  and  rather  to  authorize  iht  vio- 
lation of  one  part  of  the  Constitution, than  permit 
the  whole  to  oe  overtlirowo.  Lei  gentlemen  put 
the  ease  of  the  judges  being  concerned  in  tnia 
plot,  and  of  a  great  army  coining  down,  and  the 
effects  which  might  'have  flowea  from  not  arrest- 
ing these  men.  Could  the  Commander-in-chief 
have  been  juslifiedl  If  he  has  excited  unneces- 
sary-alarm, end  arrested  individuals  on  light  and 
improper  grounds,  let  him  suffijr.  In  this  case  it 
appears  that  he  had  the  judges  on  hia  side.  What 
better  could  he  do  to  answer  the  purpose  ofjua- 
ticC  thao  to  send  these  people  to  the  seal  of  Qor- 
ern.nent?  A  circumstaace  that  may  turn  out 
highly  advantageous  to  the  accused. 

Unlcic  this  temporary  violation  of  the  Const!- 
Uiion  be  aolhoraed  in  a  case  of  eslreme  neces- 
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titj.  the  CoDstituIioD  might  be  trampled  on,  and 
our  liberties  destroyed ;  and  civil  war  ensue.  Sup- 
pose Burr  had  overcome  WilkiDsou  7  Wbat  then 
would  have  been  the  avail  of  your  writ  of  habeas 
corpus?  It  would  not  have  been  of  the  least 
consequence. 

Considering  all  circumstances,  I  coincide  t^ith 
tbegeatlemaa  from  Virginia  in  one  point.  I  would 
make  a  sweep  of  all  ifae  officers  of  the  Territory 
of  Orleans,  so  that  there  should  be  no  difierence 
betweeo  the  BOTernors  and  the  governed.  I  be- 
lieve the  disaffection  that  exivis  there  is  confined 
to  a  few,  who  wish  to  raise  a  clamor  for  per- 
Moal  purposes.  SiiU,rorthe,reaaons I  have  laen- 
tioped,  I  would  make  a  general  sweep. 

Mr.  .Sloan.— Nothing  but  imperious  necessity 
can  justify  a  member  nsinj^  at  so  late  an  hour  of 
the  day.  I  promise  the  House,  however,  not  to 
take  up  much  of  their  time.  Allusions  ftnd  insin- 
vatioDs  have  been  made  throughout  the  whole  of 
his  speech  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  againvt 
the  Commander-in-chief  of  the  army  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates.  He  has  indeed  insinuated  a  belief 
that  he  has  been  concerned  in  a  treasonable  cooi- 
bioatloD  for  some  time  past.  Admit,  for  a  mo- 
ment, that  this  is  the  case;  and  then  let  me  ask 
whether  there  is  not  cause  to  rejoice,  thai  he  has 
in  this  ioslance  deserted  his  party;  let  me  ask,  if 
in  this  case  it  was  not  in  his  poner,  io  have  car- 
ried on  a  treasonable  conspiracy  to  the  ruin  of  his 
country  1  Again,  what  use  is  there  in  throwing 
out  such  aspersions,  against  a  man  who  is  not 
here  to  defeod  himself.  The  whole  sobjecl  is  re- 
duced loihis  point.  Was  there  suScieni  cause  to 
tostiry  General  Wilkinson  in  the  measures  taken 
by  him  t  I  deem  it  my  duly  to  show  the  House 
ine  inconsistency  of  the  gentleman  who  has 
ibrowD  out  these  insinuations.  I  shall,  therefore, 
from  his  own  speeches,  show  that  be  once  thought 
this  a  matter  of  considerable  miagniiude. 

Here  are  the  eipiessions  as  given  by  the  stano- 
graphei. 

lat.  ^petking  of  the  conduct  of  Spain— 

"h  tHMMB  indaad  l^t  Jis  Dever  haa  Inrt  sight  of 
lUi  olgMt;  and  I  believe  she  never  will  lace  agikt  of 
it  M  kmg  H  abe  (hill  find  material  to  woik  npou,  or  ■ 
t^adow  of  lu^  Aat  die  will  nicccBd.  It  vfptn  to 
ve  that  aba  has  fiHuad  thoM  laatfviab ;  that  thcj  an  of 
the  neat  daitKeTMianaton>:  that  they  an  now  in  ^era- 
tion,  tad  tbat  perhaps  at  thia  moment,  while  I  am  ad- 
dreaaingyou,  at  leaatfbr  a  time,  Iha  fate  of  the  Wadem 
oonnlry  may  have  baen  dadded." 

3d.  "Is  there  •  man  in  this  Houm  who  at  thla  daj 
^nbfai,  that  if  the  Government — I  tneu  the  Execu- 
tive and  Legislatare — had  taken  a  manly  and  dftciiive 
attitude  towards  Spain ;  and,  instead  of  pen,  ink,  and 

Eper,  had  given  men  and  amui  ia  there  a  man  who 
ibelievea  that  not  only  Spain  would  have  been  ovsr- 
■wed,  but  that  those  domeatic  traitora  woaM  alao^ave 
been  intimidated  and  orBrmwcd,  whoae  plaiu  threaten 
to  be  (o  danKeronal" 

3d.  "A  upectator  not  in  the  habit  of  reading  our 
Dnblie  prtnta,  or  of  oonvendng  with  individiuli  ont  of 
Mora,  but  irtio  abonld  draw  his  ideaa  of  the  aitnatlon 
of  the  eonnto^m  the  proeeediilg*  of  tbia  Honaa  dnr- 
iaf  Ibe  preaent  aeanon,  woald  be  led  to  iufcr  that  then 


never  eiisted  in  any  nation  a  greater  degree  of  poacCf 
tranquillity,  or  union,  at  boma  or  afaiaad,  than  in  the 
United  States  at  this  time;  and  yet  what  ii  the£act] 
That  the  United  States  are  not  only  threatened  with 
external  war,  but  with  tonapirsciea  end  tresaona,  the 
more  alarming  fiom  their  not  bein;;  defined.  And  yet 
ne  ait  and  adjourn,  adjourn  and  ait,  take  fliinga  aa 
eehool  boya,  do  aa  we  are  bid,  and  ask  no  quesdonv." 

[Mr.  Q,DiNCT  asked  whether  it  was  proper  to* 
read  the  speeches  of  a  gentlemen  aa  given  by  a 
stenographer — a  member  may  refer  to  tb^m  on 
hia  own  recollection. 

[The  Speaker  said  he  was  of  opinioD  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  Jersey  was  in  order.] 

Mr.  Slo*s  proceedea. 

4th.  "  I  again  invite  the  Hanse  to  draw  a  poper  in- 
ference &om  the  indecent,  inaultiog,  outngeoua  de. 
meanor  of  the  Minister  of  Spain.  I  did  underatand 
that  he  was  to  have  been  deported — shipped  off;  oa 
the  contrary  I  End  bim  still  here ;  and  ii  not  the  infer- 
ence of  my  fiiend  from  Pennaylvania  irreaiiitible,  tbat, 
coneideringlfae  crowd  of  mamariala  preaented  by  him  tft 
theGovennieDt  in  the  caae  of  Miranda,  and  tbM  no  re- 
monatnnee  baa  been  made  againatUiia  pretended  entedi- 
tion  against  Mexico,  that  he  ia  aeqoainted  wila  ft; 
that  he  knowB  it  ia  oatenaiUj  for  Meiioo,  bnt  TeaUy  Ibr 
Ovlaana,  tta.  tha  iererauce  of  the  Union." 

eth.  "  Some  gentlemeo  make  eitrenMly  light  of  tbia 
oonapiiacv ;  I  cannot,  however,  ooooeiva  how  a  aaan  ia 
■  atel()  of  ignorance  reapecting  ita  nature  or  extent  can 
make  light  of  it.  The  very  circnmatanM  of  not  know- 
ing the  extent  of  danger,  has  a  landency  tomagni^  it 
bejfond  ita  natural  aize.  But  there  is  one  fact,  wluch 
has  come  lo  direct,  that  it  cannot  be  doobted.  I  be- 
lieve it  will  altogether  depend  upon  the  drcoaalance 
of  the  conspiraton  getting  to  Baton  Rouge  befiire  the 
trfwpi  of  the  United  States  errive  there,  whether  New 
Oiieana  shall  &I1;  and  the  watera  of  the  Red  river  are 
ao  low,  diat  we  caniiot  decide  when  onr  tioopa  will 
arrive;  they  will  gel  poaarisionof  the  ordnance,  and  noth- 
ing can  prevent  the  reduction  of  Oileana  bnt  a  pitched 
battle." 

fkh.  "  If  I  oonld  triompb  at  the  (akmilona  ailnatioa 
of  nj  eonntiy,  tbeie  i«  BDipte  canae  indeed  far  fedtUDpk.'' 

IA.  "No  air,  I  cannot  take  a  ratnitpaat  «f  Ae  pMt 
wilhont  tseling  ada^ee  of  oonadona  paido  that  ay  aU 
waa  not  given,  tbat  1  bad  no  head  in  tha  aelaof  eon» 
miaaion  or  ondauon  that  have  teoagfal  oa  to  Hub  de- 
plorable alate  of  things." 

Sth.  "I  believe  the  militia  aa  wlaqDaJla  to  the  pralM- 
tionof  New  Orleana,  aa  the  Cape  <^  Good  Hope;  vA 
after  paving  fifteen  miUiona  for  the  MiaaJjMHn  and  ita 
delta,  shall  we  be  ao  penuDona  aa  not  to  dofand  Ihit 
important  point,  tbtt  key  to  oni  along  bos!" 

9th,  "But  I  cannot  draw  ao  bivorable  an  inftieitce 
of  the  public  sentiment  in  any  country,  when  I  see  ft 
moat  extraordinary  and  ramified  conibination,  compoaea 
of  the  moat  leading  charadera,  and  tfae  moat  flaming 
patnoM  too,  i>r  the  expresa  pnrpoae  of  aevering  the 

IM.  "IdonolBoneaivetttebeathinyofyeaterJay; 
bnt  an  albir  of  long  standing.  LoA  beck  tothe  tinaa 
whan  the  eharaelar  iapUestad  in  tbia  eonapiiaey  fiiat 
began  to  move  in  that  ooontif.  It  waa  at  least  cmi- 
temponaaona  with  the  HiaafipauitiaeMef  hb  amMthm." 

CoDlraat  the  (bregoing  with  that  mcmber'a  de- 
claratioji  ia  the  debate  npOD  the  suapeotion  of  ih* 
habeas 'carpus,  wherein  he  asserted  that  Burr's 
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conduct  did  not  merit  the  name  of  s  conspiracy, 
it  was  only  a  trifling  intrigue,  that  might  hare 
been  suppressed  by  the  mititia  of  a  connty.  and 
then  in  nis  own  iangnage  let  me  ask,  "Will  logic 
of  this  kind  go  down  with  the  Huuse,  or  t. 
nation?" 

Mr.  Kelly  raid  the  manner  in  which  the  sub- 
ject had  been  discussed  by  many  gentlemen,  could 
not  fail  to  etcite  sensations  of  an  unpleasant 
ture.  Obserraiions  were  made  which  had 
relation  to  the  qaestion,  tending  only  to  destroy 
that  harmony  and  good  understanding  thnt  ought 
to  prevBilamonglhe  members  of  ibe  House.  He 
said  he  had  not  been  consulted  oA  the  propriety 
of  introducing  tbe  resolution  under  consideration, 
bnl  if  he  had,  it  must  hare  met  his  approbation. 
A?  the  subject  wa^  interesting,  and  calculated  to 
KcnTefrom  itsiraporlanceBfullanddispassiohate 
in»estiraiion,  there  was  no  reasonable  groand  to 
«oneIuae  thai  the  Mends  of  the  nieasure  would  be 
charged  with  unworthy  motives,  or  that  gentlemen 
would  so  far  forget  the  dignity  of  their  station  aa  to 
indulge  in  inTective,  tending  to  destroy  that  unan- 
imity which  the  present  prospect  of  public  affairs, 
«nd  the  interest  of  onr  common  country,  imperious- 
ly requited.  Mr.  K.  $nid,  as  this  mode  of  ireatiag 
the  subject  bad  been  already  sufficiently  exposed 
by  the  gentleman  who  had  gone'before  him,  he 
woold  waive  further  observationa  on  that  score, 
and  proceed  to  whkt  he  considered  the  real  mer- 
its of  the  qaestiott  then  under  discussion. 

Mr.  K.  said,  flrom  the  obserTations  which  had 
been  made  ty  many  gentlemen',  a  bystander 
might  conclude  that  tbe  present  was  an  ioqiiiry 
into  the  conduct  of  Qeneral  Wilkinson,  at  New 
Orleans,  and  the  legality  of  the  arrests  wdich'had 
been- made  inert  as  well  «s  into  "tbe  degree  of 
gntlt  whicb  attacned  to  the' several  prlsonen. 

One  gentlemaa  from. Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Bio^ 
WBLil,}liftd  gone  so  far  as  to  say  it  was  tot) 
late  in  the  session  'to  inquire  into  the  transac- 
tions at  Orleans,  as  the  evidence  could  not  now 
be  obtained ;  for  his  patt  he  teft  oat  of  consider- 
ation ever; '.hiiig  of  this  nature  as  foreign  to  the 
aubjeetiihe'prisoners  were  to  stand  trialb^fore  a 
proper  tribunal,  competent  to  inqnire,  and  do  ira- 
paitial  justice,  he  woold  ihferefore  give  no  opinion 
respecting  their  merit  or  demerit,  nor  would  he 
andertake  to  censnre  or  approve  of  the  conduct 
of  the  Commander-in-chief,  as  the  cirenmscances 
under  which  he  acted  were  not  f\illy  known  ;  and 
if,  on  inTcstigalion  before  a  proper  tribunal,  that 
officer  could  justify  his  coaduct,  and  show  that  the 
exigency  of  the  times,  and  the  safety  of  oar  coun- 
try demanded  the  meamres  iie  adopted,  no  man 
In  the  House  or  the  community  at  large  would 
rejoice  more  than  himself  ht  so  honorable  a  re- 
sult, became  he  considered  it  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance to  the  safety  of  the  nation^  that  those 
who  held  high  and  responsible  sitUaliooa  should 
execute  their  trusts  in  a  manner  so  dignified  and 
honorable  as  to  avoid  suspicion  and  command  re- 
spect. It  had  been  saM  br  a  gentleman  from 
Virginia.  (Mr.  Eppgs,)  that  the  movers  of  this 
measure  envied  the  nappineBs  which  the  people 
«f  this  country  enjoyed,  and  wvre  torry  that  a 


consprracjfi  the  ramifications  of  which  were  so 
extensive,  was  likely  to  be  checked  by  the  vigi- 
lance of  our  Government;  he  trusted  a  conduct 
so  profligate  could  Dot  be  ascribed  to  any  gentle- 
man on  that  ^oor ;  for  his  own  part,  he  said,  bis 
condnct  and  votes  bore  testimony  against  so  un- 
founded a  charge. 

He  never  counteracted  the  views  of  the  Gxe- 
eiitive,  by  withholding  his  rote  when  required, 
for  supplies  necessary  for  carrying  into  effect  the 
vte*s  iif  tbe  Government.  When  money  fbr  de- 
fence or  any  other  purpose  had  been  required  bjr 
the  Btecuiive,  it  bad  always  the  aid  of  his  vote; 
and  he  had  #ithheld  when  the  Executive  did  not 
recommend, 

But  is  it  necessary  to  inquire  whether  any  pro- 
vision ought  to  be  made  by  law  to  secure  the  pri- 
vilege of  Hie  writ  of  habeas  corpus  in  cases  of 
arrest  under  the  authority  of  the  United  Slates? 
One  gentleman,  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  O.  W. 
Campbell)  has  said,  that  there  Is  no  need  of  far- 
ther provision,  arTd  has  called  on  gentlemen  to 
show  wherein  the  exiitin?  provisions  arg  defec- 
liVe.  Agfenileman  from  iHrginia  (Mr.  Jackhon) 
haft  said,  that  it  wolild  be  narrowing  tbe  powera 
of  the  court  and  judge*  to  pass  a  law  on  the  sub- 
ject, their  powers  are  so  extensive  under  the  Con- 
stitntioB. 

In  ordtr  to  obtain  a  right  understanding  of  the 
subject,  it  is  necessary  to  inquire  bow  this  inesti- 
mable privilege  was  secured  tp  the  sobjects  of 
Great  Britain  byMagnaCharta,  the  great  charter 
of  their  privileges,  which  was  extorted  sword  in 
hand  by  fbe  Lords  and  Barons,  from  King  JoliD 
at  Runnymede,  and  how  far  the  privilege  thus  se- 
cured, was  made  more  efiectual  by  the  statute  of 
Charles  II.,  which  was  called  the  second  great 
charter  of  their  HbeKiev.  This  writ  of  habeta 
cftrp«B  €id  fubjiciendum,  which  was  secured  by 
this  charter,  became  a  writ  of  right,  not  less  secur- 
ed to  the  subjects  of  that  kingdom  than  the  samir 
is  secured  to  our  citizens  by  our  Constitution. 

We  are  informed  by  Sir  William  Blackstone, 
in  his  famous  commentaries  on  the  English  law, 
that  the  ia«stimable  privil^e  of  the  writ  of  habeaa 
obrpus  was  of  early  date"  in  Qreal  Britain,  almost 
coeval  with  the  first  rudiments  of  their  Consiitu- 
tion.  The  liberty  of  the  subject  could  not  be 
abridged  in  any  case  without  special  permission 
of  law,  although  sometimes  impaired  by  the  usur- 
|)fitioB  of  princes  and  tbe  ferocity  of  particular 
times.  It  was,  however,  establisbfd  on  tne  firmest 
basis  by  the  provisions  of  Magna  Ghana,  and  ■ 
Iongtocce«sion  of  statutes  under  Edward  III.,  and 
was  recognised  by  the  Crown  in  several  after 
reigns.    And  it  will  hardlj  be  contended  that  this 

was  secured  to  tne  subjects  of  the  British  Crown 
by  the  provisions  of  Magna  Charla.  Tet  abuses 
had  crept  into  daily  practice  in  England,  which 
bad  in  a  great  measure  defeated  this  great  Con- 
Stitutronal  remedy.  The  flagrant  abuse  of  power 
bjr  the  Grown, generally,  produced  asiruggle  which 
discovered  the  exercise  of  that  power  to  be  coif- 
itary  to  law,  or  restrained  il  for  the  futon.    At 
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obscure  iDdividuat  gave  birth  to  the  famous  habeas 
corpus  act  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II.,  which  was 
ju&lly  called  another  Magna  Cbarta  of  the  king- 
dom. Fraocis,  Jeokes  was  committed  by  the 
Council  Board  for  a  lurbuleot  i^peech  made  at  a 
common  ball  assembled  at  Guildhall,  for  the 
purpose  of  cboosinijc  officers.  He  applied  lo  (he 
then  Lord  Chief  Justice  E^imsford  for  a  habeas 
corpus,  who  alleged  that  he  could  not  grant  the 
writ  in  vacaiiou.  The.  friendi  of  (he  prisoner 
afterwards  applied  to  the  Lord  ChaDcellar,  who 
said  the  King  would  not  grant  i(  without  a  peti- 
tion ;  application  was  afterwards  tnade  to  the 
court  of  quarter  sessions  to  have  him  bailed  ;  the 
court  said,  there  was  no  such  name  in  the  calen- 
derj  upon  application  to  the  jailor,  he  said  be 
never  returned  any  man  comniitled  by  the  Coun- 
cil Board.  Wheaacopy  of  the  commitment  was 
obtained,  the  jailor  evaded  makins  proof  of  it  by 
going  away,  as  was  believed  with  the  privity  of 
Ibe  court ;  at  length  the  commiimenl  being  estab- 
lished, the  court  doubted  their  power  to  act,  when 
the  Lord  Chief  Justice  4nd  Lord  Chancellor  had 
refused,  (he  court  took  time  to  consider  of  the 
application  until  next  term.  A  petition  was  after- 
wards presented  to  the  Lord  Chancellor,  who 
also  took  further  lime  to  consider;  at  length  the 
Lord  Chief  Justice,  upon  the  matter  being  aug- 
g^led  to  the  King,  issued  a  habeas  corpus,  and 
the  prisoner  was  discharged.  To  prevent  similar 
abuses  in  future  was  the  famous  babeas  corpus 
act  passed,  which  regulated  the  mode  of  proceed- 
ing upon  writsof  habeas  corpus,  and  fully  insured 
its  benefits  aod  provisions  to  the  subject. 

The  several  courts  were  designated,  who  were 
authorized  and  eojoined  to  issue  the  writ,  and  the 
power  extended  to  certam  judges  ant  of  term 
time.  The  jailor  was  bound  io  a  given  space  of 
lime  to  furnish  a  copy  of  (he  commitment,  under 
penalty ;  the  court,  or  judge,  to  make  the 
returnable  as  soon  as  the  distance  of  the  party  to 
be  brought  up  would  admit,  under  severe  peBally; 
provision  was  made  that  the  party  should  not  be 
removed  from  place  to  place  to  evade  the  writ; 
that  he  should  not  be  transported,  &-C.  Many 
provisiona  were  made  to  insure  the  full  effect  of 
the  privilege  of  the  writ,  and  that  the  prisoner,  on 
hearing  of  bis  case,  might  be  discharged,  admit- 
ted to  Dail,  or  remanded  to  prison,  according  to 
law  and  the  nature  of  his  crime,  (hereby  conform- 
ing (be  proceedings  on  this  writ  to  the  (roe  stand- 
ard of  law  and  liberty.  It  has  been  uid  on  (his 
floor,  (bat  [he  provisions  of  this  statute  extend  to 
Ibis  country,  and  (he  courts  are  bound  to  obey 
them.  This  doctrine  can  neverbe  advanced  by 
any  gendeman  understanding  the  subject.  Some 
of  its  provisions  may  be  adopted  by  practice,  but 
no  gentleman  will  seriously  contcDd  that  (he  peo- 
aldes  under  that  statute  would  be  inflicted  oere 
without  a  positive  law  to  put  them  in  force.  If, 
then,  i(  was  necessary,  in  England,  to  secure  by 
statute  the  great. Constitutional  privilege  of  the 
■object  aeainst  illegal  imprisonments  at  the  in- 
stance  of  (he  Crown,  surely,  in  this  land  of  liber- 
ty, the  reason  holds  with  equal  force ;  and  that 
«  Uw  legulating  the  proceedingt  on  this  writ  in 


irts  of  the  United  States  i 
ibe  every  mind  present  with  irresistible  force, 
en  we  see  the  tiiehest  and  most  respectaUe 
tribunal  in  the  United  States  bearing  counsd 
ieveral  days  in  order  to  ascertain  their  powers  to 
ssae  the  writ  in  (he  cases  now  pending  before 
-  (Mr.EpPEB) 
red  the  right 
of  habeas  corpus,  and  in  (he  same 
mannej  has  secured  the  trial  by  jury.  The  gen- 
tleman could  not  have  stated  a  stronger  case  to 
prove  the  necessity  of  a  law  to  regulate  the  pro* 
ceedings  under  the  writ.  What  good  purpose 
lid  the  guarantee  of  the  trial  by  jury  answa 
:he  citizens  of  this  country  if  there  was  no  Uw 
constituting  and  organizing  oonr(s,and  regulating 
the  manner  io  which  (he  trials  shall  be  hadi 
Without  this,  the  provision  in  the  Constitution 
would  he  unavailing,  and  a  dead  letter.  To  de- 
signate the  courts  woo  shall  have  power  (o  issue 
[he  writ,  and  ciea,rly  (o  regulate  (be  proceediogt 
(hereon  and  secure  its  salutary  effects,  is  the  oli- 
ject  of  the  present  resolution.  Under  every  view 
of  the  subject  the  reasons  for  a  law  of  the  United 
States  securing  the  privilege  of  the  writ  oihahfOM 
corpus  ad  mil^iciendtan,  were  strong  and  uoan- 
Hwerable.  He  therefore  hoped  (he  question  would 
Dol  be  postponed,  but  the,  subject  might  goto  a 
select  committee,  who  wobid  have  sufflcieot  time 
to  report  a  hill  giving  full  efficacy  to  the  writ  of 
habeas  corpus,,  in  order  to  secure  the  liberty  of 
our  citizens,  and  prevent  abuse  in  future. 

Mr.  J.  RiNDOLi-H.— When  you  recollect,  Mr. 
Speaker,  the  seriousness  «f  the  charge  preferred 
against  me  by  a-  member  of  this  House,  and  the 
high  quarter  whence  that  charjje. comes,  youma^, 
perhaps,  winder  at  my  audacity  in  dlarlog  Igaul 
to  address  you.  It  is,  indeed,  a  char^  of  .a  most 
serious  nature;  and  made^  too,  by  no  ordinary 
person,  by  a  gentleman  who  acts  a  paost  canipi- 
cuous  part  on  this  floor,  a  leading  member  of  (be 
majority  of  the  House,  and  such  as  really  makes 
me  afraid  that  1  shall  De  considered  as  pleading 
guilty,if  I  say joihing;  forhowcan  IveniuretO 
so  home,  and  meet  my  constituents  after  having 
beeu  denounced  by  such  high  authority.  Upon 
ray  soul,  sir,  I  am  so  much  a^cied  by-  the  danger 
of  my  aitualioo,  and  the  peculiar  circumstance* 
of  the  case,  that  I  can  scarcely  go  on  with  my 
remarks.  But  it  is  necessary  for  me  to  stale,  not 
merely  for  the  information  of  the  House,  but  like- 
wise for  the  good  people  of  (he  United  Slates,  that 
against  all  the  reports  of  the  speeches  ascribed 
to  me  for  twelve  months  pasted,  I  protest.  I  pro- 
test as  much  against  (hem  as  against  ceriajn  other 
reports  of  speeches  delivered  on  (his  floor.  Oa 
this  occasion,  as  the  gentleman  has  seen  fit  to 
read  a  part  of^  those  speeohes,  I  presume  they  <^ll 
have  the  honor  of  passing  lo  a  new  edition.  Bat 
it  will  be  my  misfortune  that  the  people  who  shall 
read  ihem  will  not  have  (he  aavantage  oT  the 
members  of  this  House;  that  they  will  Dot  hart 
a  fac  simile  of  their  delivery ;  and  that,  what 
Ihey  have  suffered  from  the  inaccuracy  of  the 
reporter  will  nol  be  made  up  by  theaccuiacyof 
Uieir  recoUeelioB. 
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[The  Reporter  woald  be  wanliQg  in  that  duly 
wbich  he  owes  to  himself  and  to  truth,  Dot  to  no- 
tice this  jtroUtt,  la  hia  lura,  he  prt^tU,  thai  aa 
hr  KB  respects  the  reports  girea  bv  him,  they 
have  been  inTariably  iropertial,  lad,  aa  he  be- 
lieresj  in  all  respecii  substantially  correct.  In 
the  discharge  of  this  branch  of  duty,  he  feels  a 
pride  ID  having,  io  no  instance  whatever,  fell  ei- 
ther personal  or  party  bias,  and  a  high  satisfac- 
tion in  the  conviction  that  everyman  who  knows 
him  will  attest  thC'Correctaessof  this  declHration. 
So  much  for  this  protest  generally.  Considered 
as  applicable  to  the  particular  speech  delivered 
by  Mr.  RANDDLPHrand  quoted  by  Mr.  Sloan,  ihe 
Reporter  has  the  same  eouGdence  in  its  correctness 
88  to  every  important  sentiment  advaiiced  by  the 
speaker^B  confidence,  which,  if  it  needed  con- 
fltniBEioD,  has  been  amply  conGrtned  fay  the  unso- 
licited assurances  of  maar  membeta  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  of  all  parlies,  (hat  it  was  as 
accurate  a  report  of  a  speech  as  they  had  ever 

Mr.  Newton  said,  he  wished  to  aaend  the  res- 
olntion,  by  inserting  the  word  " appellate," before 
the  word  "  power." 

The  SpfeAEER  said,  the  resolution  could  not  be 
amended,  while  a  motion  for  indefinite  postpone- 
ment was  depending. 

The  question  on  indefinite  poMpouemeni  was 
then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  carried — yeas 
60,  nays  58,  as  follows : 

Yzi» — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Ih&ac  Andeison,  David 
Bard,  JiMeph  Barker,  BsmabuBidwell,  John  Blake,  jr., 
TlioinBS  Blount,  Robeit  Brown,  John  Chandler,  Frad- 
etiek  Conrad.  Orchnrd  Gook,  Leonard  Oovington,  Sich- 
aid  Cutis,  Exrn  Darbj,  Eliaa  Barle,  Peter  Early,  Ebe- 
Deter  Elmer.  John  W.  Eppei,  William  Findley,  James 
Fiik,  Peterson  Ooodwyn,  Andrew  Oregg,  Isaiah  L. 
Oreen,  Silaa  HalwiT,  J(^n  UamilloD,  William  Hebns, 
Jamea  Holland,  John  Q.  Jackaoo,  John  Lambett,  Don- 
caa  MacFailand,  Patrick  Hagrndor,  JoMah  Hasten, 
Willkm  H'Cieary,  Nicbolu  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Mor- 
row, Gurdou  S.  Mumfoid,  John  Porter,  John  Pogh, 
J<dm  Bhea  ol  TenneMee,  Peter  Saillj,  Mardn.  O. 
Schanemao,  Ebenezer  Beaver,  Jam^  Sloan,  Dennia 
Smelt,  John  Smilie,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Souttiard, 
Joseph  Stanlon,  David  Thomae,  Uti  Tracr.  Philip  Van 
Cortlaodt,  Joseph  B.  Varnum,  Banicl  C.  Verplanck, 
Matthew  Walton,  John  WbituhiU,  Robert  Whitehill, 
Eliphalet  Widtee,  Nathan  WilUsms,  Joseph  Winston, 
.   and  Thomas  Wyntia. 

Natb — ETan  Alaiander,  John  Archer,  Burwell  Bas- 
set, George  M.  Bcdlngtr,  Silas  Betton,  William  W, 
.Bibb,  James  M.  Broom,  William  A.  Burwell,  Martin 
Chittenden,  John  Claiborne,  Sstnuel  W.  Dens,  John 
Davenport,  jr.,  James  Elliot,  Caleb  Ellis,  William  Ely, 
Jaraee  M.  Gamett,  Charlei  Goldsboroilgh,  Edwin  Gray, 
8<Bth  Haatings.  David  Holmes,  David  Hough,  Walter 
Jonea,  Jamea  Kelly,  Thomas  Kenan,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr., 
Benry  W.  Livingston,  Edward  Lloyd,  Matthew  Lyon, 
Robert  Marion,  David  Meriwether,  Thomas  Moore, 
Jobq  MorrMr,  Janalhan  O.  Moaely,  Jeremiah  Nelson, 
Rogsr  NelaoD,  Thouaa  Newton,  jr.,  Jonah  Qoiney, 
John  Randd;^,  Thomta  M.  RaDdoldi,  John  Rba  of 
PennsylvBDift.  Jacob  Richard*,  John  Roseall,  Thomas 
Banmona,  Thomas  Sand&trd,  John  Smith,  Ri^wrd 
Stanfaid,  Wiliiaiu  Bledman,  Samuel  Taggtut,  Beiqa- 


mio  TaUmadge,  Samori  Taimay,  Philip  R.  ThompMO, 
Thomai  W.  Thompson,  Abram  Ttigg,  Killiah  K.  Tan 
Retuaalaer,  Peleg  Wadswortb,  David  R.  WillianiB, 
Marmadoke  Williaou  and  Alexander  Wilson. 

Fbidat,  Febrnary  SO. 

Mr.  HoLUia  from  the. Committee  ofCtaimi, 
piesencedabillforthereliefof  IseacBriggsj  which 
was  read  twice  end  committed  toa  Committee  of 
the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr:  Pasee  ]»resenled  to  the  Houve  a  petition  of 
sundry  inhabiianbof  ihelndiana  Territory,  whicb 
was  received  and  read,  praying  the  division  of  the 
said  Territory  into  two  separate  Oovernmenls.— 
Referred  to  Mr.  PABEB,Mr.  VARNOu.Mr.  ALeToii, 
Mr.  Kbllt,  Mr.  Sandford,  Mr.  Jebehiah  Mob- 
BOW,  and  Mr.  Pbilik  R-  T-bohpsoh  ;  to  eiamina 
and  report  their  opinion  thereupon  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Pabxb  presented  to  Ihe  Houae  a  petition 
of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Randolph  county,  in  the 
Itdiana  Territory,  which  was  received  and  read, 
in  opposiiioD  to  a  division  of  the  said  Territory 
into  two  separate  governmenis. 

Ordwed,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
the  committee  last  aj^inied.  . 

Mr.  Qreoo  presented  to  the  House  a  petition  of 
sundry  officers  who  served  in  the  British  army, 
doringlhe  war  between  France  and  OrealBri- 
taio,  in  America,  which  commenced  in  the  year 
ooe. thousand  seven  hiuidre<t  and  fifty-five,  wbicb 
was  received  and  read,  praying  to  be  confirmed  in 
their  regpeciive  titles  to  certain  latidsy  gran  ted  by 
the  King  of  Qreat  Britain,  in  con^eralion  of 
military  services  rendered  the  American  Colonies, 
during  the  said  war. — Referred  to  the  Committes 
of  the  whole  House  to  whom  was  committed,  on 
the  third  instant,  the  report  of  the  Committee  oa 
Ihe  Public  Land*  on  the  petition  of  sundry  offi- 
cers who  served  in  America,  during  tho  war  be- 
tween France  and  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  RooEB  Nbl^ok,  from  the  committee  ap- 
poinled  on  the  nineteenth  instant,  presented  bIhII 
for  the  relief  of  Rinaldo  Johnson ;  which  was  read 
twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whola 
on  Monday  next. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  respecting  claims  to  land 
in  the  Territories  of  Orleans  aad  Louisiana.  The 
bill  was  reported  with  several  amendments  there- 
to; which  were  severally  twice  read,  and  agreed 
to  by  the  House.    . 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
meata,  be  engroased,  and  read  the  third  lime  lo- 


Tbe  House  resolved  itself  inio  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  S. 
Dexter.  The  bill  was  reported  witboui  amend- 
ment, and  ordered  to  be  engnMsed  and  read  the 
third  lime  U)-morrow. 

The  Hou^  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
menis  reported  from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
en  ihe  tweniy-first  ultimo,  to  the  bill  supplemen- 
lary  lo  the  act,  entitled  ''An  act  regulating  the 
giants  of  laitd  appropriated  for  the  refugees  from 
iheBriusb  provucesof  Canada  andnora  Scotia," 
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and  BKreed  to  some,  and  d:««Etvei)  to  otbers.  of 
the  saM  amend  men  is. 

Or^Ored,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ineDts  agreeif  to,  be  engrosaed,  and  read  the  third 
<ime  to  morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas, 

Ordered,  That  the  second  resolution  contained 
in  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  of 
the  iventy-lhlrd  ultimo,  together  with  tUe  Mes- 
sage of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  of  the 
tenth  instaat,  in  relation  to  the  efficacy  of  gun- 
boats for  the  defence  of  harbors,  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  Honse  to  whom  was 
eornmiited,  on  the  serenth  instant,  the  bill  for  fot- 
tif  fin?  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  Stales 

Abillreceired  from,  the  Senate  to  punish  frauds 
committed  on  the  Bank  of  the  Uniled  StateK,  was 
CODsideicd  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  andagreed 
to.  It  punishes  forgery  with  cOnfineDieot  to  hard 
labor,  not  lets  than  three  nor  mote  than  ten  years, 
Or  with  imprisonment,  not  more  than  ten  ^years, 
and  fine  not  eitieeding  05,000,  The  bill,  after 
being  engrowed,  waa  read  the  third  time  and 

A  long  debate  look  place,  first  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  and  afterwatda  in  the  House,  on  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  memo- 
rial of  Oliver  PoUoek.  The  report  allows  a  part 
of  the  petitioner's  claims.  Mr.  M.  Clay  wu  the 
■rinci^t  opponent,  and  Messrs.  TAi.LMAoaB  and 
uaaao  the  advocates  of  the  report,  ^ieh.was 
agreed  to,  ayes  74;  end  ordered  that  a  bill  be  pre- 
yed by  the  Corbmiitea  of  Claims. 

Mr.  NawTtMt,  from  a  select  committee,  reported 
a  bill  Kipplemenlary  to  the  Bt;t  on  the  Nary  Peace 
BatabtiahmeoC.  IiauthoriEes  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  emplov  an  additional  number  of 
aeamen,  should  the  public  exigeneies  require  it. 
Read  twice  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  tOHnoriow. 

LEWIS  AND  CLARKE. 

The  -Hotue  resnqied  the  consideration  of  the 
Wiflniahed  inaineaa  of  Monday  )att,  on  the  bill 
makii^  compensation  to  Messrs.  Lewis,  Clarlie, 
and  their  compaDions. 

The  btU  granta  land  warraiKs,  which  may  be 
either  located  or  receiredat  lheland<d&ceBio  pay- 
ment  of  debts  due  there,  ttt  the  rate  of  two  dollars 
per  acre.  The  bill  granU  these  persons  84,960 
acres. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Lyon  to  strike  out 
•o  much  as  permits  the  receipt  of  these  warrants 
at  the  land  offices  in  payment  of  debts.  This  was 
opposed  by  Mr.  Ai.eTOK  and  supported  by  Messrs; 
Tallmadob,  J.  Clat,  QtriNCT,  Coox,  Ltoh,  Elv, 
and  D.  R.  Williams.  It  was  contended  thai 
double  pay  was  a  liberal  compeoaation,  and  that 
this  grant  was  exirarapnt' and  beyond  all  former 
precedent.  It  was  equivalent  to  tacing  more  than 
960,000  out  of  the  Treasury,  and  might  be  per- 
haps three  or  four  times  that  sum,  as  the  grantees 
might  go  over  all  the  Western  country  sikI  locate 
their  warraois  on  the  best  land,  in  160  acre  lots. 

A  motion,  to  recommit  the  bill  was  made,  and, 
after  considerable  debne,  was  carried — ayes  66. 


The  House  proceeded  to  consider  ihemotion  of 
Mr.  JoBEPB  Clas,  made  yesterday,  to  add  to  the 
standing  rules  and  orders  of  the  HouKe,  and  made 
some  prosresB  therein :  when,  an  adjournmeat 
beiog  called  for,  the  House  adjourneiJ. 

SATOBniY,  February  31. 
.  An  engrossed  bill  supplementary  to  the  ast,  en- 
titled "An  act  regulating  the  grants  of  laud  ap- 
propriated for  4he  refugees  from  the  British  pro- 
vinces of  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,"  was  read  the 
third  time  and  passed.  s 

An  eiigrpssed  bill  respecting  claims  to  land  in 
the  Territories  ofOileansandX'Ouisiana  was  read 
the  third  time  and  parsed. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the.  relief  of  Daniel  S. 
Dexter  was  read  the  third  time-and  pa^ed. 

Mr.  Holmes,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Oliver  Pollock; 
which  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee oC  the  Whole  to  morrow. 

The  House  renamed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  depending  yesterday  at  the  time  of  ad' 
journmeot,  to  add  to  the  standing  mles  and  or- 
ders of  the  Houae :  Whereupon,  the  farther  con- 
sideration of  the  said  motion  was  postponed  inde- 
finitely. 

NATIONAL  DEFENCE. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  tiie  bill  making  an  appropriatioi 
for  the  further  protection  of  the  ports  and  harbors 
of  the  Dniled  Slates. 

The  first  leclioa  of  the  bill  appropriates  "  twenty 
(boitsatid  dollars"  to  this  object. 

The  sum  was  sirtick  out. 

Mr.  Cook  mov^  to  fill  the  blank  witii  the 
snm  of  $300,000,  and  in  snpporl  af  his  liiotion 
spoke  as  follows: 

Mr.  Cbairman ;  When  on  a  fonner  oceanoa  I 
proposed  to  appro[)Tiate  one  million  of  dbllan  for 
the  partK>se  of  fortifying  the  ports  and  harbors  of 
this  nation,  my  design  was  to  propose  a  perma- 
nent and  general  appropriation,  instead  of  the 
temporary  annual  grants  hitherto  tnade,  and 
which  ate  by  many  coiisidered  as  little  leas  than 
a  waste  of  public  money  \  such  grants  not  af- 
fording to  the  engineer  the  means  to  perfect  > 
-plan  of  sufficient  boldness  for  out  great  and  n- 
pidljr  growing  nation,  Refleciion  and  the  dis- 
cussions in  this  House  have  confirmed  mn  in 
that  opinion.  I  am  convinced  it  would  be  the 
most  proper  mode  of  conductiog  a  liberal  system 
of  defence  for  our  country,  and  by  far  mote  eco- 
DOmical  than  by  partial  and  yearly  grants.  The 
probable  expense  of  fortifying  the  port  of  New 
York  has  been  estimated  at  8^,000 1  and  1  ask, 
sir,  if  that  single  object  she  11  consume  that  sum, 
will  $780,000  be  too  targe  a  sum  to  apportioa 
amon^  all  our  Qumerous  ports  from  Saint  Croil 
to  Saint  Mary's,  and  onward  to  the  sODthern  ex^ 
tremit^  of  oDr  newly  acquired  territory?  Can  if 
bebeheved  that  the  one-thirteenth  part  of  the  an- 
nual reveoin  on  impoiit  and  toanage  is  too  heary 
a  sum  to  be  taken  from  an  ov erflowing  Treasury 
for  the  Important  object  of  securing  for  oeniaries 
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to  come  our  nuineroDS  cfiin  conlaiDius  wenlth 
befoad  calcnlitiOD?  I«  ehia  snni  more  tEan  edI 
cicDl  to  afford  worka  of  durable  tnnierials,  and 
permaDenllT  bailt  as  our  liMing  interest  would 
direct.    HoweTer,  with  a  tiew  to  meal  the  wishes 
of  orher  ^ntlemeo,  a  smalUr  snm  ia 
posed,  which  I  hope  will  prevail. 

6ir,  ID  replyiDK  to  norel  opiojons,  it  is  not  mr 
iDteat  to  impeaen  inr  gfntteDan's  motires,  pairi- 
otisin,  or  bravery.  I  shail  impugn  argnmeots 
and  not  persoon.  Indeed.  I  f  bould  thinf  raysctf 
guilty  of  defrauding  the  oaiion  were  1  to  waste 
their  time  in  those  personalities  and  unmerited 
JDveeiirBs,  whkh  are  strong  points  with  torn 

Kntleroen,  and  very  improperly  permitted  in  ih 
>use.  To  induce  this  House  to  apply  but 
■mall  annual  mTC\  fbr  the  object  before  ns.  we  have 
beard  it  predicated  of  forlio cations,  that  they  are 
wone  thaa  useless  ;  and  of  cities,  that  thev  are 
Dntenable  and  unworthy  of  dffence.  Were  it  not 
intuitively  seen  that  cities  are  defensible  and 
worthy  of  such  defence,  the  doubling,  if  they  hi 
not  reason-proof,  may  be  sy  I  logistical  I  y  — - 
vinced. 

Thus  we  might  say,  what  costs  most  labor  is 
most  valuable;  cities  cost  most  labar,  therefore  are 
cities  roost  valuable.  What  is  most  valuable  ~ 
most  worthy  of  defence.  Citie*  are  mOst  vaf 
able,  therefore  are  cities  most  wvrtfay  of  defence. 
But  not  to  go  farther  into  proving  self-evident 
po«itioos,  who  can  be  silent  when  measures  of 
injustice,  dqfndation,  and  extreme  calamity,  are 
thus  reeommerrded  for  our  adoption  1  Are  not  the 
minds  of  the  jdst,  the  liberal,  and  the  brave,  re- 
volted at  the  measures  proposed  1  Is  not  this  doe- 
trioB  of  rtmouayirm  abnorrent  to  alf  our  Just  aud 
•oeial  feelings,  and  lo  Ihose  inestimable  feelings 
wbieh  nve  us  the  country  we  are  bound  to  de- 
fend? A  new  and  antrted  mode  of  warfare  is 
now  urged  upon  us — a  plan  no  less  divergent  from 
reason  or  plausibility  of  result'than  it  is  from  ex- 
ample or  experieitee.  Sir,  I  do  not  feel  disposed 
that  wc  should  risk  our  all  on  ■  project  so  un- 
promising. It  might  suit  a  savage  or  an  ex- 
tremely barbaToos  nation,  and  would  readily  be 
adored  as  statute  law  in  Hayii.  But  Heaven 
forbid  it  sbonld  ever  find  advocates  in  this  or  aby 
^(ber  polished  or  civilized  nation. 

Surety  it  would  require  the  eloquence  of  a 
Curran  to  present  von  a  pictttresqne  and  gloving 
description  of  all  the  horrors  consequent  upon  an 
assailing  foe  on  a  deftnceless,  popalous,  and  de- 
voted cit^.  The  mind  is  painfully  affected  with 
the  bare  ima^inatiou  of  a  retreating  multitude  of 
mined  forlorn  fd^ttives,  despoiled  of  all  the  fond 
.  objects  which  has  faitennl  them  to  life — a  count- 
lew  number  of  every  age,  sex,  and  coiidition,  in- 
terspersed with  the  lame,  blind, halt, and  withered, 
crowdiug  R>  the  country  so  numerously  that  the 
«ry  ground  miaht  be  supposed  to  groan  beneath  ■ 
the  weight,  ana  rebuke  tne  fully -and  madness  of 
the  despairing' multitude.  This  monstrous  doc- 
trine of  abandoning  cities,  navies,  gunboats,  and 
raillions,  to  sack,  pilltge,  and  conflagration,  at  t9e 
mere  sight  ot  an  enemy,  and  Of  retreating  (o 
foretta,  to  dens,  to  caverns  of  the  earth,  is  unwar- 


ranted by  exataiiles  in  the  ancient, dark,or  modem 
ages.  Indeed,  sir,  with  the  ancients,  the  cily  was 
the  fine  qua  mm  of  national  existence.  When 
Troy  fell  we  hear  no  more  of  the  Trojans,  and 
the  Carth^enians  lost  their  name  under  the  ruins 
of  their  city.  In  those  days  each  ciiy  was  de- 
fended as  a  Thermopyle.  Modern  taclics  sup- 
port a  doctrine  equally  brave  and  politic — heqce 
the  propriety,  even  under  our  late  Fabian  com- 
mander, of  the  battles  of  Brandy  wine  and  Charles- 
town.  Nor  has  Great  Britain,  although  siir- 
rbunded  bjr  floating  castles,  omitted  stroitgly  to 
fortify  against  a  threatened  invasion. 
'  Mr.  Cnsirman,  if  the  slaves  of  a  despot,  or  the 
sobjedts  of  a  King,  compelled  to  Gghi  for  rights 
not  their  own;  if  toey  defend  the  abattis  of  tneit 
forts,  and  bravely  meet  their  foes  at  the  parapet, 
shall  we  less  valorously  protect  our  dwellings,  our 
property,  our  families,  and  our  holy  and  sacred 
right  of  seir-govemmeoil  Justly  to  aporeciate  our 
happy  Govern'ment,  we  should  consiaer  it  what 
indeed  I  think  it  is,  the  only  solitary  one  on  earth, 
founded  on  the  will  and  interest  of  the  governed. 
For  all  others,  tiiher  in  a  greater  or  lesser  degree, 
partake  af  force,  fraud,  or  superstition.  We  ar« 
also  acting  as  proxies  for  posterity,  and  on  us  are 
fixed  Che  eyes  and  the  hopes  of  the  friends  of  long 
insulted  humanity.  Shall  we  not  act  unwisely  in 
the  extreme  if  we  lose  our  treasure,  permit  our 
ttronff  boxes  to  be  rifled,  the  emporiums  of  our 
wealtn  invaded,  by  withholding  the  trivial  ex- 
pense of  a  tockl  None  can  deny,  I  ihink,  that  by 
such  timid  parsimoay,  we  may  be  suddenly  wad 
easily  subdued  by  a  conqueror,  whose  fancy  may 
lead  him  to  act  like  Charles  XII.,  and  send  his 
boot  as  hit  deputy  to  rule  the  conscript  btbers 
of  this  land. 

I  conceive  it  to  be  as  conformable  to  ibe  dic- 
Lsies  of  interest  and  policy,  as  it  is  to  those  of 
justice  and  socialness,  tbat  the  enemy  should  be 
met  at  the  water's  ed^,  and  will  not  gentlemen 
from  the  interior  consider  that  the  scene  of  pil- 
lage and  war  would  be  thus,  happily  for  them,  far 
removed  from  their  peaceful  mansions  and  pos- 
sessions'? Should  a  difierent  mode  of  resistance 
be  adopted,  what  ium  of  money  is  proposed  for 
erecting  asylum^  in  the  internal  country;  adl 
what  positions  are  to  be  selected  for  a  retreating 
multitude  1  Immense  suras  would  be  expended— 
labyriAths  as  extensive  as  tbat  of  Egypt  will  be 
fouoi  necessary  to  hide  all  but^our  active  war- 
riors. Such  retreats  would  be  found  to  be  indis- 
lensable-^your  hospitality  would  soon  be  ex- 
lausted — added  to  which  consideration,  the  fugi- 
tives would  be  dole.'ome  companions  lo  the  pro- 
jectoTS  of  wretchedness  and  misery. 

As  I  verilv  believe  that  a  defenceless  slate  ne- 
«sarily  leaas  to  a  subjugated  state,  a  sense  of 
duly  which  I  owe  to  myself,  to  my  country,  and 
to  fatority,  obliges  me  to  expose  the  fallacy  of 
such  dangerous  propositions.  I  do  must  seriously 
and  heartily  detest  and  abhor  royalty,  and  the 
doctrine  of  the  many  made  for  the  few,  or  the 
manv  made  for  one.  It  is  for  this  cause  that  I 
would  defend  our  republican  rights  against  anr 
and  every  asaallaiit.    Profnse  expenditures,  whiok 
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K aerate  heavy  burden*  on  the  people,  are  ever  to 
BToided;  but  is  it  not  possible  to  verge  to  ihe 
opposite,  iboazh  equally  dangerous  eitreinel  We 
sbould  carefully  shun  the  rock  Scylla,  but  should 
we  less  cautiously  avoid  the  vortex  of  Charybdisl 

Sir,  forms  of  goveromenl,  like  every  other  hu- 
man production,  ire  imperfect.  Perhaps  the  only 
weak  part  of  democratic  government  is  its  lia- 
bility tofaciions  and  extreme  changes;  hence  we 
find  in  such  sovernmeDts  flaming  and  restless 
zealots,  wlio,  Irom  system,  make  opposition  to 
every  measure  their  opponents  may  approve. 
The  Roman  Generals  adopted  a  different  policy. 
The  errors  of  the  past  Administration  may  lead 
us  to  others  opposite  indeed,  but  not  less  danger- 
ous, as  oae  extreme  is  too  often  succeeded  by 
another. 

But  of  gentlemen  tyho  are  willing  to  look  ar- 
guments in  the  face,  and  fairly  meet  them,  I  will 
ask,  whether  justice,  good  faith,  or  honesty,  will 
permit  ihem  in  these  belligerent  times  to  suffer 
our  pons  and  harbors  to  remain' defenceless? 
Justice  is  a  cardinal  virtue,  and  the  only  basis  of 
alt  good  goverDment;  and  every  Qoveinment  not 
(bus  founded,  is  from  its  nature  evanescent,  or 
evidently  fleeting.  Sir,  I  will  auk,  if  any  be  hardy 
enough  to  claim  all^iance,  and  at  the  same  time 
refuse  protection  1  Will  you  issue  decreet  ofdis- 
rranchisenient  and  excommunication  1  Will  you 
put  citizens  at  the  ban  of  the  empire,  and  still 
claim  of  ihem  obedience  and  revenue?  If  you 
should  act  thus  unjustly,  will  you  not  drive  the 
oppressed  into  Tebcllion?  Will  they  not  be  justi- 
fied in  following  the  example  of  the  ancient  Thes- 
nlians,  a  people  inbabiitng  a  frootier  State  of 
Greece,  who,  when  threatened  with  a  Persian  in- 
vasion, asked  that  their  country  should  be  forti- 
fied, and  who,  being  re  fused,  joined  theinvadetatc 
subdue  their  own  countrymen.  It  is  an  incon- 
trovertible fact,  that  the  minority  have  their 
rights;  this  wilt  etern all v  remain  a  fact  so  long 
as  force  and  justice  are  distinct.  The  agricultu- 
ral representation  is,  and  will  remain 
merous  than  that  from  the  cities.  Oi 
are  one,  united  and  indivisible;  and 
they  not  thus  insepBrably  united,  the  genius  of 
yr  Government  forbids  Unequal  rightsJ  Sir,  it  is 
'r  the  sake  of  safety,  justice,  and  protection,  that 
we  associate  in  government — deny  and  refuse 
this,  and  all  the  uses  of  Q^vernment  are  at  an 
end.'  The  cities  have  their  claims ;  the  merijhaat 
and  mariner  have  iheir  rights,  which  we  as  legis- 
lators have  sworn  to  ddend,  because  we  bavc 
sworn  to  support  the  ConstiUilion,  and  that  Con- 
stiiutioQ  makes  it  our  bounden  duty  to  provide  for 
ihe  common  defence  and  general  warfare.  Many 
merchants  are  opposed  to  the  Administration  ;  - 
it  because  they  are  not  generally  republicans? 
hope  not.  Many  of  them,  perhaps,  look  too  singly 
to  their  own  interests,  and  because  Government 
does  not. do  everything  for  their  protection,  there- 
fore Ihey  do  nothing.  If  they  ask  too  much,  per- 
haps we  are  Willing  to  grant  them  too  little. 

Sir,  every  species  of  government,  of  whatever 
Mme,  which  shall  not  equally  protect  every 
sin^e  individual  of  the  nation  in  his  civil  and 
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political  rights  is  a  tyranny,  and  aa  such  to  b« 
deprecated  and  opposed. 
"  Not  even  tha  auoinlAd  hand  of  Heavm 
Can  kUthariH  oppretiioD,  give  a  law 
For  lavrlesi  power,  wed  bith  to  nolalion. 
On  reason  build  oiisnlle,  or  justly  bind 
Allegiance  toinjualica.    Tyranny  sbsolTcs  all  failh." 
I  lament  that  the  mulualitie«  of  the  different 
parts  of  this  oae  great  whole  are  so  little  attended 
<;  that  localities  somuch  prevail  over  our  minds, 
o  we  to  spectators  appear  in  the  sublime  charac- 
r  of  National  Representativee,  or  do  we  not 
.4lber  too  o&en  appear  as  State,  district,  and  even 
parish  champions  ?    I  cannot  but  hope  yet  to  see 
the  proud  day  whan  we  shall  become  truly  na- 
lal ;  .when  the  whole,  countrv  shall  appMr  to 
one  common  and  equal  object  oi  atten- 

care;  when  we  shall  view  the  whole  aa 

joint  stock,  and  as  such  repel  every  violation. 
Crowned  beads  must  be  ioipiicai  to  the  success 
'  our  experiment  of  self-government,  as  its  sue- 
as  goes  to  hurt  their  s^lGsb  trade  of  self-govern- 
ing. Their  forbearanee  is  therefore  uncertain 
and  precBrious,Bnd  we  should  be  constantly  randy 
to  repel.  Should  they  be  permitted  peaceably  to 
land  their  hosts  of  veterans,  used  only  to  the 
bayonet,  I  fear  our  militia  would  want  lime  for 
seasoning,  for  ihey  are  not  all  equal  to  those  of 
the  division  of  my  honorable  colleague  on  my 
left ;  many  are  sadly  armed  and  poorly  equipped  ; 
in  fuc^  an  event  a  war  of  poiia  would  be  our  only 
safety.  Thus,  sir,  to  a  country  defended  by  milt- 
tia.  fortifications  are  indispensable.  I  ask,  sir,  of 
military  men  who  served  in  our  Revolutionary 
war,  could  we  without  fortifications,  now  so  de- 
cried, have  succeeded  in  that  war  ? 

As  a  sedative  we  are  constantly  assailed  witti 
the  cry  of  too  soon,  or  too  late,  too  much,  or  too 
little.  Are  we  not  imniediaiely  ihiealened;  we 
are  asked,  why  pre]Hire?  it  is  loo  soon.  Are  we 
actually  threatened,  insulted, and  despoiled;  then 
we  are  told  it  is  quite  too  late,  and  we  have  no 
time  to  prepare.  Is  a  liberal  sum  proposed,  thai 
is  ruinous ;  is  a  small  one  named,  it  will  be  ut- 
terly useless.  Thus  I  fear  we  shall  be  hushed  to 
sleep  on  the  verge  of  a  precipice.  To  avert  the 
evils  of  wnr,  let  as  wisely  he  prepared  to  meet 
tbem.  I  trust  we  shall  yet,  by  sucli  preparation, 
deter  all  aggressors,  and  by  our  justice  and  bravery, 
inscribe  our  freedom  on  the  most  laaling  records 
of  Time. 

Mr.  Ely  regretted  that  there  was  so  great 
an  unwillingness  in  the  House  to  attend  to  the 
subject  of  fonificatians.and  to  the  national  de- 
fence. He  lived  himself  in  a  district  well  pro- 
tected from  alt  attacks  by  land  or  sea,  and  thickly 
settled  by  able  defenders  of  the  country.  U  bad 
been  selected,  on  account  of  its  safety,  as  a  proper 
position  for  a  public  arsenal.  No  man  was  bet- 
ter.seciired  than  be  tind  his  constituents;  and  he 
believed  that  no  army,  let  them  land  where  they 
would,  could  penetrato  to  them.  ~  But  was  that  a 
reason  whv  he  ought  to  be  careless  of  the  safety 
oithis  neighbors,  and  of  those  who  might  be  ex- 
posed in  distant  parts  of  the  Unio^T  Mr.  E. 
asked  if  other  genilemen,  who  felt  themselves 
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Kcare,  woald,  for  tba.1  reasoD,  neglect  to  prOTide 
k  defence  for  Ibose  who  were  more  exposed. 

ll  had  been  repeatedly  laid,  that  there  is  no  iio- 
mioeiii  danger.  But  it  is  a  fundataeaial  princi- 
ple of  good  policy  to  prepare  for  danger  nhea  we 
eaa.  It  is  unsafe  to  ff»i  until  its  actual  approach. 

In  reply  to  (be  objeccion,  tbatmueh  money  had 
been  already  laid  out  on  fortifications  and  done 
DO  good,  Mr.  B.  said,  he  had  seen  some  of  the 
woiis,  aud  found  tbe  moaey  well  laid  out,  as  far 
as  it  weoi.  Lei  geotlemen  go  to  Boston,  and  they 
#ili  find  it  bad  done  essential  service,  and  in  a 
great  measure  secured  tbe  place   from  danger. 

It  has  been  said,  that  fortifications  cannot  de- 
fend a  town  sgainai  a  larse  fleet.  A  fleet  oiigbt 
Kinto  Boston  harbor,  wiia  proper  wind  and  tide ; 
t  a  little  more  expeniie  would  render  tbeir  tiiu- 
aiion  so  uncomfpr table  as  to  repel  every  idea  of 
their  coming  in,  since  it  is.  so  extremely  difficult 

Mr.  E.  stated  at  length  his  obieciions  to  partial 
and  specific  approptiations.  He  was  willing  to 
defend  New  York;  but  he  thought  all  diitiuc- 
tions  odious,  and  that  the  responaioility  of  apply- 
ing whatever  was  voted  for  the  purpose  should 
rest  on  lt>e  President. 

Mr.  E.  belisved  that  the  nation,  after  no  great 
lapse  of  time,  would  have  to  defend  herself  against 
o^ipression.  Defenceless  nations  Invite  aggree- 
sioa.  We  are  wealthy.  If  two  ships  of  war  can 
come  and  take  three  or  four  millions  from  the 
baoka  of  New  York,  it  would  be  found  vary  con- 
venient in  the  ways  and  means  of  any  naiion. 

It  has  been  said  ibai  New  York  cannot  be  de- 
fended ;  but  suitable  batteries  anda  few  fiigalea 
can  certainly  repel  marauders.  It  is  constantly 
said  that  ships  may  go  into  the  harbor  with  a  fa* 
rotable  wind  an4  tide.  Was  there  ever  a  harbor 
which  they  could  not  enter?  But  what  object 
can  they  have  in  goine  if  they  are  lo  get  only 
hard  knocks'!  They  wilTnoI  venture  in  if  they  an- 
ticipate a  rough  reception.  Because  a  place  can- 
Bot  be  rendered  absolutely  impregDabloj  it  is  not 
reasonable  hence  to  contend,  that  nothing  shall  be 
doqe  awards  its  protection. 

Mr.  Chandleh  opposed  the  motion,  being,  as 
he  said,  against  ail  useless  appropriation*.  He 
thought  9^)000  the  proper  sum,  and  was  sorry 
tbe  House  had  been  induced  by  the  eloquence  of 
his  colleague,  to  strike  it  out.  The  select  co.m- 
mitiee,  after  a  full  examination,  recommended 
this  sum  as  adequate. 

If  the  people  of  New  York  have  all  the  fears 
lliey  profess,  why  have  they  not  long  ago  ceded 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  proper  sites  7  They  '  ' 
not  done  It  till  lately.  This  does  not  look 
being  so  fearfnl  and  apprehensive. 

The  Gorernment  had  communicated  tbelc  plan 
or  defence  by  baUeriesandgunboats,and  why  the 
Honse  had  been  led  away  from  il,  Mr.  C.  coult' 
not  imagine.  He  was  against  any  sum  largei 
than  ^,000. 

Mr.  HoLLiND  declared  that,  if  he  thought  for- 
tiflcatiuns  would  do  tbe  Quvernmem  nny  good, 
be  should  be  in  Cator  of  ibem ;  but,  from  the 
view  which  he  bad  been  able  t«  take,  be  believed 


country  was  now  worse  off  than  if  there  were 

forlificatlons  at  all.  If  tbe  seaport  towns  were 
forLified,  and  we  had  a  small  fleet,  vre  should  cer- 
tainly go  to  war ;  for  there  is  a  great  propensity 
in  us  lo  go  (0  war  against  other  nations,  much 
mcf  e  than  in  them  to  go  to  war  against  us.  Th« 
majority  of  the  people,  do  not  wish  for  war,  bat 
many,  who  want  to  get  rich  fast,  are  alway* 
wanting  to  go  to  war.  1  believe  the  state  of  the 
fortifications  is  fully  sofGicient,  and  thai  were  tbej 
In  a  different  stftte,  war  would  be  involved  in  ibu 
conntiy.  Ha^  we  the  means  of  carrying  on  b 
war,  the  treasures  of  our  neighbors,  the  Spanish 
seiilements^  would  be  an  inducement  to  com* 
—  ence  hostilities;  tbe ^  would  be  certainly  come 

by  enterprising  geniuses. 

If  New  York  and  our  other  cities  were  only 
tolerably  fortified,  Mr.  H.  was  confident  that  we 
should  go  (o  war.  He  lameotedihe  consequences 
of  that  disposition  that  it  for  novelty  in  this  conn- 
a  ^sposition  that  cannot  be  quelled.  Our 
commercial  towns  are  defenceless,  and  that  is  oar 
only  safety  at  present  I  want  to  see  not  a  sio- 
gle  ship  or  any  preparation  for  war.  No  naiioa 
IS  disposed  to  go  lo  war  with  us,  though  other  hb- 
tions  have  borne  much  more  insults  Irom  us  CbKn 
we  from  Ibem. 

If  we  bad  hada  few  ships-of'ihc-line,  we  should 
bare  been  at  war  before  now.  The  greatest  dan- 
ger we  have  to  guard  against  is  from  ourselves, 
From  out  restlesi  disposition.  There  is  no  danger 
to  us  from  any  of  the  nations  of  Europe.  We 
are  too  independent,  and  were  ii  not  for  the  weak- 
ness of  our  cities,  it  would  be  impossible  to  keep 
out  of  war.  Mr.  H.  woald  not  vote  a  single  cent 
for  fortificatioqs  or  a  navy. 

There  had  been  a  great  cry  of  French  spolia- 
tions, but  when  an  adjustment  came,  ibey  made 
restitution  where  ihey  had  violated  the  laws  of 
nations.  Mr.  H.  concluded  with  saving  that  he 
was  wholly  opposed  to  filling  up  tbe  sum  wilb 
«300,000.. 

Mr.  DuiA.— From  some  of  [he  observations  of 
tbe  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  HoL- 
LcAHD,}  he  seems  lo  fear  that  fortifications  on  the 
coast  will  enlist  the  United  Slates  in  a  war,  al- 
most  as  much  as  the  boor,  in  tbe  Recruiiiog  0&- 
cer,  feared  that  a  piece  of  money  would. enlist 
him  in  the  army.  Does  the  gentleman  rale  lb« 
iBtellecti  of  this  House  so  low  as  to  imagine  tber 
will  believe  in  Ihe  reality  of  any  such  danger! 
Principles  of  pabtic  law  authorize  us  to  establisb 
fortifications  for  the  proleclion  of  our  maritime 
frontier.  Tbe  whole  space  within  the  range  of 
cannon  shut  from  the  shore,  is  most  clearly  with- 
in our  territorial  jurisdiction  i  and  the  efficacious 
maintenance  of  this  juiisdiciion  is  no  breach  trf* 
any  of  the  dudes  of  neutrality.  Every  person  ac- 
qaainted  with  the  acknowledged  law  of  nations, 
must  know  this. 

It  is  needless  to  vindicate  (be  United  Slates 
from  his  charges,  which  represent  us  as  being  ag- 
gressors in  thecontroversies  with  foreign  Powers. 
Whatever  other  charges  might  be  made,  one  thing 
is  certain— tbe  political  sin  of  this  country  is  not 
B  diapositioD  to  war.    Away  with  such  objections. 
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a  foTinal  aasvrer  to  certain   observation: 
hare  been  made,  to  eicile  prejudices  against  i 
With  respect  to  ihose  who  indulge  themselves 
sach  observatioDR,  what  pretensions  hare  their 
atrogfate  a  snperioritv  over  other  members  of  this 
House?     Do  ihej  claim  the  prerogative  of 
trolling  the  freedom  of  our  deliberations?  Would 
they  disfranchise  a   part  of  the  Represenlatives 
who  have  been  chosen  bf  the  people  as  fairly  and 
■s  freely  as  they  have  been?    Or  vill  they  refnse 
to  adopt  measures  of  pablic  ntility,  because  not 
proposed  by  themselvea  ? 

I  wish  systematic  proTiEion  to  be  made 
safetv  of  the  United  States;  not  that  the  country 
should  eoeage  in  war.  Let  my  coaatrv  live  in 
peace,  witnoat  coveting  military  glory!  but  let 
this  peace  be  consistent  with  safely,  and  free  frond 
JDfamy ! 

Yet  I  propose  nolbin^  to  require  sddttional  tax- 
ation—nothing  to  require  any  new  debt  to  be  in- 
curred; nothing  to  embarrass  the  operations  of 
the  Treasury  ;  nothing  to  impair  any  of  the  pnb- 
lic  establishments;  nothing  to  check  the  reduc- 
tien  of  the  public  debt;  nothing  to  require  any 
abolition  of  offices,  or  any  diminution  of  salaries ; 
nothing  to  interfere  with  any  agthorized  project 
of  internal  improvement  or  discovery.  Your 
whole  civil  list  may  remain  untouched.  Yon 
may  indnlgt  a  disposition  for  speculations  with 
respeot  to  the  interior  of  the  conntry,  and  make 
liberal  allowanee  for  experiments.  En  addition  to 
the  official  estimates  for  contingencies,  and  for 
all  ordinary  erpenditures,  you  ibay  reserve,  if  you 
will,  half  a  million  of  dollars  to  be  wasted  at 
pleasure.  After  drawing  from  the  Treasury  an 
ample  sam  for  all  sach  expenses,  let  the  sarfflns 
be  applied  to  the  great  purpose  of  national  pre- 


I  could  wish  a  larger  sam,  than  is  now  in  ones' 
tion,  to  be  appropriated  for  the  fortifying  of  our 
ports  and  harWs.  I  wish  not  merely  an  appro- 
priation to  repair  such  works  as  have  been  eon- 
stmCted  and  [eft  to  decay,  but  an  appropriation 
made  with  a  view  to  constructing  durable  works, 
In  pursuance  of  a  well  arranged  system  of  defence. 
A  liberal  appropriation  for  the  carrent  year,  half 
a  million  or  a  million  of  dollars,  woald  announce 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States  the  scale 
upon  which  the  plan  of  fortifications  ought  to  be 
Undertaken.  In  this  case  the  foundation  might 
be  well  laid  for  permanent  means  of  defence ;  and 
correspondent  appropriations  to  be  subsequently 
made,  would  provide  for  the  regular  completion 
of  the  system. 

If  there  be  onir  a  small  sum  appropriated,  the 
works  inajr  not  oe  well  commenced,  or,  perhaps, 
nothing  will  be  done  for  any  of  the  Atlantic 
States,  except  making  some  repairs.  Would 
this  be  due  to  them  ?  If  a  liberal  appropriation 
be  made,  and  should  not  all  be  wanted  within  the 
year,  still  it  will  be  attended  with  the  advantage 
of  assuring  to  the  Executive  the  command  of 
means  for  permanent  forti  Scat  ions,  and  the  money 
may  be  drawn  from  the  Treasury,  according  to 
circumstances,  in  the  couneof  aiulMequent  year. 


More  than  half  a  million  of  dollars  might  now 
be  granted  for  forti G cations,  without  any  fioan- 
cial  impediments.  The  Secretary's  report  on  the 
fidances  estimates  the  rerenne  from  the  customs 
at  thirteen  millions  of  dollars  for  the  year.  He 
informs  us,  indeed,  ibat  the  product  for  the  first 
three  quartets  of  the  year  1800,  has  exceeded  that 
of  the  corres pro n dent  quarters  in  the  year  1805,  but 
has  not  mentioned  the  amount  of  this  excess.  At 
what  sum  ought  it  to  be  staled  T  Let  g:eotlemen 
conjecture,  for  a  moment '.  Do  they  suppose  it 
to  lie  a  million  of  dollars?  It  is  not  relied  on  as 
an  item  in  the  Treasury  estimates.  Yet  it  pre- 
sents a  fund  fora  liberal  appropriation.  From  a 
comparison  of  other  official  documents  with  the 
reports  on  the  flaaocei,  I  can  now  state  with  un- 
doubting  assurance,  that  the  excess,  to  which  the 
Secretary  bad  referred  in  zeneral  terms,  amounts 
to  more  than  a  million  and  a  quarter  of  dollars-' 

This  is  for  the  three  first  quarters  of  the  year : 
and  from  the  relative  amonnt  of  imnortations,  it 
may  be  confidently  expected,  that  tne  last  quar- 
ter of  the  year  will  exhibit  a  correspondent  in- 
crease of  revenue.  All  this  excess,  which  cannot 
be  less  than  a  million  and  an  half  for  the  whole 
year,  ma^  be  taken  from  the  Treasnrjr,  without 
encroaching  on  any  existing  appropnation.  It 
might  all  be  granted  forfbrtifications,  wiiboul  de- 
ranging any  operations  of  the  Government.  Tbii 
sum  is  free  for  yonr  disposal,  as  a  clear  overplus, 
bevond  all  the  official  e^mates. 

I  now  ask  that  some  portion  of  this  overplus 
may  be  appropriated  for  the  protection  of  our 
porta  and  harbors.  1  am  not  witting  to  abandoB 
the  whole  Atlantic  frontier  n  the  generositf  of 
foreign  aggressors.  1  would  not  encourage  llicin 
to  expect  plunder  without  blood. 

Much  has  been  satdatwut  tbeLonisiana  purchase. 
It  has  been  the  topic  of  popular  harangues;  and 
Various  opinions  bare  Iteeo  advanced  'with  respect 
to  such  an  extension  of  territory.  Yet  the  great 
object,  perhaps  the  only  object,  for  which  such  a 

eirchase  ought  to  l>e  valueu  by  the  people  of  the 
nited  Slates,  is  the  security  of  the  free  naviga- 
tion of  the  Mississippi,  and  other  waters  as  rtia- 
tive  to  the  commerce  of  the  Western  country. 
Among  those  who  understand  the  full  value  of 
[hat  DBvigatioD,  I  recollect  no  person  who  has  ob- 
jected merely  to  the  price.  Objections  were  made 
for  other  causes— -(questions  respecting  title  and 
boundaries,  stipulations  which  might  lead  to  for- 

ign  interference,  and  stipulations  wbich  were 
deemed  uneonslitntiooal.  Such  objections  were 
collateral  to  the  main  object  which  I  have  men- 
tioned, and  were  founded  on  the  exceptionable 
terms  of  the  instrument  of  cession,  not  on  the 

rice  to  he  given  for  securing  the  freedom  of  the 

Vestern  commerce. 
That  price  was  fifteen  millions  of  dollars.    So 

BcTeDde  from  dntim  on  importi  and  totanage  for  the 

three  Ent  quaiten  of  ISOfi     -        -    $9,670,978  30 

For  the  three  Ei»t  qouter*  of  ISM      -    lO.QTS^SS  OS 

Increue  for  three  qnaiters  of  *  year  -      l,393,MB  OS 
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mncb  has  been  granted  on  aecoUDt  of  (he  West- 
em  con  Dtrf.  It  is  equivalent  to  a  perpetual  ao- 
nnitf  of  nine  hundred  thouiand  dollars.  So  much 
is  applicable  to  the  proiectioa  of  that  portion  of 
the  UDLted  States — nine  hundred 'tboasaad  dollars 
eTSTV  year  forever. 

After  so  targe  an  appropriation  for  the  more 
immediate  interest  of  the  Westeru  country, 
why  not  grant  something  eSecIuat  for  the  At- 
lantic ^Uies?  Yet  I  oiiake  no  claims  on  the 
gratiiade  of  onr  fellow- citizens  of  the  Weft.  Tbe 
great  expense  for  securllp  against  foreign  ageres- 
tioDB  must  have  relation  lo  tbe  frontiers ;  and  al' 
thtfugh  the  iohabitaoti  in  the  Ticiniiy  may  be 
more  immediately  benefitted,  yet  the  natioo  bat 
a  ffeoeral  interest  ill  the  security  of  all  lh«  in- 
habitaiits.. 

When 'you  are  solicited  to  provide  for  tlie  se- 
curity of  the  Atlantic  frontier,  can  you  cobdemn 
tbe  measure  as  un  reason  a  ble  1     Where  is  tbe 


,e  do  jou  colli 
your  principal  revenue  1 

Notwithstanding  these  strong  claims  of  the  At- 
lantic States,  tbe  amount  now  desired  for  tbero 
is  not  so  much  as  has  been  granted  for  the  West- 
ern country.  Besides  tbe  perpetual  annuity  of 
nioe'buadred  thousand  dollars,  recollect  the  an- 
nual expenditures  for  the  army  !  For  the  theatre 
of  their  service  look  to  the  West ! 

With  the  grant  equivalent  to  $900,000  annual- 
ly forever  to  secure  the  frontier  on  the  West,  and 
with  the  maintenance  of  the  resular  forces  for 
protection  in  that  quarter,  would  it  seem  more 
than  just  to  grant  ao  equal  sum  for  protecting  the 
frontier  ot»  the  Atlantic  1  Yet  it  is  not  half  thai 
snin  which  is  now  in  debate;  it  is  but  one-third 
of  tbe  sufn  for  one  year. 

I  enter  into  no  details,  I  oQ^r  no  plan,  for  the 
fortification  of  any  of  our  ports.  1  do  not  pro- 
fess myself  to  be  an  engineer.  The  art  of  con- 
slructiog  worhs  for  attack  or  defence  is  so  pecu- 
liarly a  distinct  province,  that  some  of  the  most 
emin'ent  military  commander*  have  deemed  it 
proper  ip  this  respect  to  rely  os  their  engineers, 
rather  than  on  themselves.  If  a  plan  for  toe  reg- 
ular fortification  of  any  tbur  principal  ports  were 
now  submitted  to  the  House,  would  tbe  majority 
understand  the  terms  of  art  to  be  used  in'  explain- 
ing it  7 

Various  observations  have  been  made  relatlvs 
to  the  impracticslitlity  of  fortifying  New  York,  so 
as  completely  to  secure  it  against  capture.  ToM 
such  a  place  as  New  York  might  ultimately  he 
taken  by  an  enemy,  is  not  denied.  In  process  of 
time,  any  fortified  place  might  be  taken,  if  invest-:' 
fd  by  superior  forc^,  and  ktt  without  succors. 

Shall,  it,  therefore,  ba  said,  thai  fortifications 
•K  useless?  Security  against  predatory  excuc- 
lions  ;  the  powerful  resistance  which  a  small  body 
of  men  may  oppose  to  the  more  regular  efibris  of 
an  Invading  enemy;  the.  embarraiBmeiit  of  hi: 
(^eratioiu;  the  waste  and  discouragemept  of  hii 
forces;  tbe  gaining  time  to  collect  strength  for 
meeting  bim  iii  t^  field — these  are  among  tbe 
aJTaniacc*.    To  fortify  New  TofkjW)  as  lo  wilh- 


The  duties  assigned  to  this  Hottse  do  not  re- 
tire the  members  to  be  engineers  competent  to 
;cide  such   questions.     If  we   appropriate    the 

Koper  sums  for  tbe  defence  of  our  ^orts  and  har- 
rs,  professional  men,  whose  duty  it  is  to  under* 
stand  such  subjects,  may  be  directed  to  make  the 
requisite  examinations  and  surveys,  and  report 

:h  plans  of  defence  as  may  be  judged  usefuL 
.  ,  on  in ve.'j ligation,  they  should  condemn  the  pro- 
ject of  fortifying  any  particular  place,  we  toay  be 
confident  that  the  President  of  the  United  Stales 
would  not  order  it  fortified ;  and  the  money  would 
e  remaiq  to  be  applied  to  other  uses. 
are  not  to  have  any  fortifications,  because 
it  might  be  possible  for  an  enemy  to  take  them, 
what  will  gentlemen  say  with  respect  to  oihei 
means  of  defence?  Army,  navy,  militia,  all  are 
liable  to  diiastcrs.  When  will  you  give  battle  to 
invaders  of  the  country,  if  you  wail  for  absolute 
assurance  of  victory  7  Would  you  reproach  tbpse 
who  fought  at  Bunker's  Hill,  because  they  were 
ultimately  compelled  lo  retire  from  tbe  works  7 

.The  subieef  presents  a  great  public  queslioD. 
Will  yon  abandon  the  country  near  the  Atlantic 
to  pillage  and  desolation,  or  will  you  authorize 
a,  regular  system  of  defence?  . 

With  a  Treasury  full  to  overflowing,  you  are 
now  called  upon  to  appropriate  a  part  of  the  ex? 
cess  of  your  revenue  for  protecting  this  important 
portion  of  our  country.  Let  the  moneys  be  ap- 
plied regulatly,  from  time  to  time,  as  the  Treas- 
ury will  allow,  until  the  system  shall  be  comple- 
ted. Such  a  plan  requires  no  exhausting  of  your 
present  augmcoiatiun  of  the  army ; 


I  loan ;  do  new  debt. 

In  formiog  ao  opinion  relative  lo  fortifications 
for  th^  Atlantic  frojitier,  I  deem  it  unnecessary  to 
enter  into  an  examination  of  the  various  circum- 
stances attending.our  foreign  relations  at  the  pres- 
ent moment.  To-morrow  there  may  be  a  change. 
To  decide  the  quetition  now  before  u^  we  need 
not  inquire,  in  detail,  what  has  been  effected  by 
the  exiraordinaty  misnioa*  from  this  country  to 
Europe,  with  respect  to  subjects  which  occupied 
so  muen  of  your  deliberations  at  the  last  session — 
whether  a  satisfactory  treaty  has  or  has  not  been 
negotiated  iritii  one  of  the  European  Po^ertf 
ivhelher  the  negotiations  with  other  Powers  are 
nearly  sUued^  or  are  ttill  lo  be  protracted  amidst 
multiplied  embarrassoieDli  and  vexationsi  These 
wouln  be  hut  partial  views  of  the  general  subject 
It  is  a  permanent  system  for  the  common  defence, 
which  1  wish  to  have  adopted  from  a  regard  to 
tbe  great  principles  of  public  security. 

On  this  subject,!  do  not  say  that  the  United 
States  are  in  immediate  danger  from  any  one  of 
the  European  Powers;  I  make  no  attempt  to 
alarm  you  by  aov  such  declaration.  But  there 
are  general  censiaerations  which  are  highly  in- 
teresting to  this  country.  Some  of  ihem  I  will 
now  mention  very  concisely. 

Events  in  Europe  proclaim  one  broad  facl^ 
the  wish  for  peace  is  not  a  security  against  war. 

Oftha  Sutes  called  Repubtun,ia  ancient  or 
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modera  timet,  all  bave  lost  their  independeoce  or 
CHted  to  ezi»t,  except  the  UniLed  States  of  Ame- 
rica. Aa  exhibiting  to  mankind  one  eiampte  of 
Hepiiblican  QorerDraeDt,  we  dow  slanJ  alone  on 
the  globe,  suiTOUDded  by  ruins. 

Our  system  of  policy  excludes  all  hereditary 
distinctions  of  rank,  title,  or  power.  Can  such 
an  experiment,  On  a  scale  so  ezteusire  as  ours,  be 
gratetul  to  possessors  of  moDBrchieal  prerogatires? 
If  we  expect  no  congeniality  of  sentiment  from 
any  of  tlie  hereditary  QoTerniuenls  founded  oa 
the  ancient  feudal  system  of  Europe,  what  aught 
we  to  expect  from  a  recent  OoTernmeni,  exhibit- 
ing a  new  system  of  hereditary  disliactioos,  anal- 
i^ous  to  the  feudal  policy,  an  a  erected  on  feudal 
and  democratic  ruins?  While  our  example  is 
Tiewed  with  a  jealous.eye,  if  we  ap^r  contempti- 
ble as  to  defence,  the  expected  Facility  of  success 
will  be  an  additional  incentive  to  hislility. 

If  our  course  of  policy  should  exhibit  an  elec- 
tire  Government  cheriahiDa:  peace,-  but  wise  and 
ilrong  to  protect  all  in  the  fair  enjoyment  or  the 
iiuits  of  industry,  we  shall  present  to  mankind 
an  example  wort  by  to  be  respected,  and  mav  con- 
fide in  the  general  approbation  of  our  tellow- 
cttizens. 

I  will  not  so  far  dishonor  my  country  as  to  sup- 
pose that  aof  member  of  this  House  can,  for  a 
moment,  admit  the  idea  of  bowing  our  free  necks 
to  a  foreign  yoke. 

Mr.  Newto^  spoke  in  favor  of  a  liberal  appro- 
priation  but  without  pledging  himself  to  the  fum 
which  had  been  moved.  He  thought  the  subject 
all-impo riant,  and  it  was  his  decided  policy  to  be 
liberal  on  the  score  of  national  defence.  WiEl 
you,  said  he,  abandon  the  seashore  1  If  you  pro- 
tect the  coast  you  at  the  same  time  protect  the 
interior.    Their  interests  are  the  same. 

Mt.  N.  bad  opposed  the  specific  grant  to  for- 
tify New  York,  because  he  was  against  every 
■pecies  of  favoritism  on  the  subject  of  national 
defence.  He  would  be  liberal  to  all.  Why  did 
not  the  members  from  New  York  look  to  us  at 
the  South  b«for&  and  consider  our  defenceless 
iituation,  as  well  as  theirs?  When  they  bad 
awakened  from  their  lethargy,  they  attempted  to 
enlist  us  in  their  plan,  by  proposing  some  of, our 
ports,  (Charleston  and  Norfolk:)  We  resisted 
■uch  a  proposilioQ.  I  wish  for  no  favoritism  to 
our  part  of  the  country. 

Tne  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  (Mf.  HoL- 
LAHo)  has  delivered  an  elaborateargu meat  against 
fortifications,  and  says  that  they  will  create  na- 
tional pride  and  lead  to  war.  We  ask  for  fortifi- 
cations only  to  protect  us  against  marauders.  He 
eaoDot  suppose  that  we  intend  to  ktunch  into  the 
ocean  and  privateer  with  them.  This  would,  be 
■omething  new. 

If  we  advert  to  history,  we  shall  find  that,  in 
aonseqnence  of  fortifications,  the  violence  of  ra- 
pine has  been  stayed,  campaigns  lost,  and  conn- 
lites  protected  from  desolation. 

Mr.  N.  was  in  favor  of  a  liberal  and  general  ap- 

eopriaiioQ  on  another  ground.    The  Exectilive 
the  proper  department  to  receive  details  of  for- 
tifieaUons,  and  caii  Judge  conccrDlog  them,  and 


apply  the  money  where  it  will  be  the  most  ad- 
vantageous. 

The  gentleman  from  Connecticut  (Mr.  Dana) 
has  turned  our  attention  to  the  Western  people, 
and  given  an  account  of  the  vast  sums  of  money 
expended  for  their  benefit.  Mr.  N.  did  not  wish 
to  make  an  interested  atipeal  to  the  members  from 
that  quartet ;  he  hoped  they  would  approve  the 
defence  of  the  coast  from  the  dictates  of  reason. 
Hehadbeeninfavor  of  the  purchase  of  Louisiana, 
and  he  thanked  God  that  his  name  was  on  record 
as  the  friend  of  that  measure.  Our  interests  and 
those  of  the  Western  people  are  inseparable,  and 
he  hoped  they  would  consider  our  situation.  The 
day  will  come,  I  predict  it,  when  the  interests  of 
the  West  and  the  Atlantic  States  will  not  mili- 
tate ;  I  hope  they  do  not  now.  When  the  Atlan- 
tic States  ire  distressed,  the  Oulf  of  Mexico  will 
be  in  the  tike  predicament,  and  the  mouth  of  the 
MJHiiissippi  will  be  blocked  up. 

Mr.  HoLi.iNn  explained.  He  said  the  mer- 
chants of  New  York  had  fitted  out  vessels  lo  St. 
Dorhingo,  and  compelled  Congress  Id  make  a  law 
prohibiting  the  trade.  They  bad  done  more. 
They  hao  suffered  the  Leander  lo  be  fitted  out 
for  an  attack  oa  a  foreign  Power  at  peace  with  us, 
when  they  might  have  prevented  it.  If  they  go 
lo  such  length  when  they  are  in  a  defenceless 
situation,  what  would  ibey  do  if  they  were  for- 
tified? If  we  once  engage  in  war  by  the  miscon- 
duct of  such  men,  we  should  defend  them,  as  Hec' 
tor  defended  Troy  against  the  Greeks,  though  he 
reprobated  the  cause  of  the  war.  New  YorK  has 
done  enough  to  show  that  they  feel  secure.  The 
people  there  might  have  prevented  many  improper 

Mr.  Cook  said  he  was  happv  that  the  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Hot,i.ARi>)  tiad 
given  the  House  such  long,  learned,  and  logical 
speeches.  He  hoped  all  the  arguments  had  now 
been  brought  up  on  that  side  of^the  question,  and 
it  w;ould  not  be  very  difficult  to  answer  taem. 
Mr.  C  was  surpri'wd  to  hear  all  the  people  of  New 
York  charged  with  tbe  acta  of  a  few.  This  was 
new  doctrine.  The  gentleman  reprobate*  all  pre- 
parations for  war.  We  must  then  disband  tbe 
militia,  lest  they  should  provoke  a  war.  Our  na- 
vy and  gunboats  are  all  useless,  nay  worse  than 
useless,  for  they  may  provoke  a  war. 

Mr.  C.  hoped  there  was  no  prejudice  in  the 
House  againat  merchants.  It  was  trbe  that  a  con- 
siderable part  of  them  are  opposed  to  the  present 
Administration,  but  he  supposed  it  was  because 
they  thought  they  were  not  sufficiently  protected 
by  the  Governmeai,  and  that  the  present  Adminis- 
tration was  hostile  to  their  interests.  Mr.  C.  was 
not  ^he  apologist  of  such  men.  He  was  himself 
a  friend  10  the  present  Administration,  because  he 
thought  it  better  than  the  pasL  We  nave  mend- 
ed, but  we  are  not  perfect.  I  would  not  reject  all 
measures  proposed,  because  they  were  adopted  bf 
the  last  AdmiDistraiioo. 

Mr.  Glmeb  spoke  at  length  in  favor  of  $30,000. 

Mr.  FisE  wished  10  know  what  republics  had 
ever  perished  for  want  of  fortificatiima  and  a  nary  t 
The  Qoveroment  has  already  laid  oullarge  sunu 
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for  the  merebants,  in  D^otiating  trenlies,  suppoit- 
iog  ■mbisMijorB  and  consuls,  &c.  He  was  against 
fonificationa  for  the  rerp  imaons  urged  in  their 
&Tor.  ir  New  Yoik  is  the  object,  why  not  lajr 
■o  1  It  is  said  we  have  a  law  mentioDing  eighteen 
ports.  This  is  speciSe,  and  why  ngt  therefore  re- 
peal this  law  and  let  all  the  whole  coast  from 
Florida  to  BAchias  be  fortified?  It  is  said  the 
lefpoDiibility  is  with  the  President.  If  a  partic- 
ular port  is  not  protected,  the  fault  will  ttien  be 
'  ~    ' '   I,  and  a  great  ontcry  made.    I 


lial  appropriatioo  for  New  York — not  that  i 
af^iost  fortifying  that  port,  but  because  I  do  not 
wish  the  inteteat  of  New  York  to  be  detached 
from  the  common  interest  of  the  Atlantic  States. 
Th«  defence  of  our  poru  and  harbors  is  a  great 

Cnblte  coDcern,  respecting  which  I  would  legis- 
ite  oa  public  principles.  Other  ports  besides 
New  York  bare  claims  to  protectioo ;  and  afaall 
they  beoll  abandoned,  and  New  York  ezclusirejly 
regarded?  I  would  make  a  general  prorisioa  fur 
fortiecaiiooB,  which  might  be  applied  to  the  re- 
spec  tive  ports  and  haf  bors  according  to  their  situa- 
tions, and  relaiife  importance.  Among  those 
which  are  important,  I  regard  New  York  as  pre- 
eminent. But  although  it  is  the  right  arm  of  our 
defeace,  it  is  not  tbe  whole  body. 

If  any  gentlemen  suppose  tbe  idea  of  fortifying 
New  York  to  be  a  project  for  inflaiuiDg  tbe  local 
politics  of  the  State,  if  they  suppose  that  any  of 
the  propositions  wbicb  have  been  moved  and  sup- 
ported m  this  House  have  been  made  With  a  view 
to  the  local  electionjL  this  is  not  a  procedure  for 
which  I  «ia  responsiue.  I  have  entered  into  do 
league  with  either  of  the  contending  sections  of 
the  ruling  party  in  New  York.  Among  tbe  po- 
litical leaders  of  different  deacnptions  in  tliat 
Stale,  are  to  be  found  men  of  talents,  entitled  to 
my  personal  respect.  Their  good  sense,  I  am  con- 
fident, will  not  permit  them  to  believe  th4t  their 
great  purpose  ii  to  be  secured  by  any  petty  appro- 
priation lor  the  port  of  New  York.  They  have 
an  interest  in  commoa  with  others.  Where  is 
the  propriety  of  their  septtration  from  the  com- 
mon use  ? 

When  thegentteman  from  Vermont  (Mr.  Fiex) 
talks  about  fortifying  |he  whole  coast,  from  East 
Florida  to  Machios,  what  idea  has  he  of  fortifica- 
tiooa?  If  he  means  thp  erectiog  of  batteries 
everywhere,  along  the  whole  extent  of  the  coast, 
doea  he  know  awythiog  about  the  anhject  1 

lathe  case  where  aa  extensive  frontier  is  to 
be  protected,  one  of  the  fir>t  priaciplei  of  defence 
is  to  provide  for  seeuriog  the  most  importaot  po- 
sitions. No  man  who  onderatands  tne  subject 
would  seriously  propose  to  coosltacl  works  at 
every  place,howeveriDsignidcaDt.  Effectual  pro- 
vision for  the  principal  places  is  what  is  desired. 
Tbe  commsna  of  them  is  a  security  for  the  rest. 

If  it  be  asked,  what  places  on  the  Atlantic  fron- 
tier are  of  most  importaoce  with  respect  to  the 
common  defence,  an  attention  to  the  history  of 
.onr  Revolutionary  war  might  assbt  geatlemen  ' 
deciding  the  qneaiiuu. 


The  port  of  Boston,  which  was  occufned  at  tbe 
commencement  of  hostiliiies,  was  abandooed  by 
the  British  early  in  tbe  next  year.  It  was  not  a 
convenient  position  for  the  enemy. 

In  the  same  ^ear,  after  the  abandonment  of 
Boston,  the  British  seized  the  port  of  New  York. 
This  was  of  fuch  importance  as  a  military  and 
naval  station,  it  was  so  favorable  to  their  varions 
enterprises,  it  enabled  them  so  extensively  lo  an- 
noy the  couDiry  and  intercept  the  interior  com- 
mnnic^tioVs.  white  it  was  attended  with  peculiar 
advantages  for  maritime  warfare,  that  they  con- 
lipued  to  occupy  it  during  all  the  subsequent 
years  of  the  war.  Tbe  fact  is  decisive  with 
respect  to  the  superior  importance  of  New  Yort 
Philadelphia  was  the  main  object  of  a  cam- 
paign, but  was  abandoned  the  year  after  it  was 

The  conduct  of  the  enemy  proved  the  import- 
ance which  they  attached  to  Norfolk  iu  Virginia. 
Charleston,  iu  South  Carolina,  was  judged  worthy 
of  a  long  siege,  and  from  its  relative  siiualion, 
aod  the  advaitlages  of  water  communication  with 
other  pieces,  must  be  deemed  of  peculiar  import- 
ance. Tbe  seizure  and  occupation  of  Savannah, 
in  Qeorgia,  have  proved  ibe  Htleniion  due  to  that 
place.  There  are  other  ports  of  no  inconsiderable 
moment.  It  is  needless  to  mention  alt  which  have 
been  designated  by  law.  Proportionate  attention 
is  due  to  each  of  them. 

It  is  proper  for  Ms  to  grant  moneys  for  the  gen- 
'  '    "■      ■       ;  and  the  s      "    " 


1  purpose  of  fortifies 


E  greatest 


give  opmiona 
on  such  questions,  and  the  Presidentof  the  United 
States  may  then  decide.  He  may  require  infor- 
mation from  the  proper  officers,  will  have  at  com- 
mand better  means  of  knowledge  than  the  mem- 
bers of  this  House,  and  can  more  properly  direct 
the  detailed  execution  of  the  system.  To  him, 
as  commander-in-chief  of  the  public  force,  it  pe- 
culiarlv  belongs  to  direct  the  particular  applica- 
tion ofsuch  eeneral  ineani  of  defence  as  may  be 
provided  by  the  Legislature. 

Mr.  Newtok  had  omitted  one  idea  before.  In 
time  of  war  the  communication  between  different 
[«rls  of  the  couoiry  must  be  by  ittUHd  naviga- 
tion, as  we  have  no  navy  adequate  to  the  protec- 
tion of  trade  coastwise.  Canals  are  now  cutting 
between  Norfolk  and  Albemarle  Sound  and  be- 
tween North  and  South  Carolina.  If  Norfolk 
then  sbonid  be  taken,  it  would  interrupt  all  water 
communicatioD  between  the  Middle  and  South- 
ern Stales. 

Mr.  Cook  was  about  rising  again,  when 

Mr.  Smilie  rose :  As  he  saw  genilemeD  getting 
up  the  third  time,'he  would  remark  that  there  was 
much  business  on  the  table,  and  that  only  eight 
days  was  now  left  to  do  it  in.  He  hoped  gentle- 
men would  therefore  shorten  their  speeches  as 
much  a*  possible.  He  believed  every  toember 
was  ready  lo  vote.  Mr.  8.  proceeded  at  some 
length  to  iniJM  on  the  value  of  time  and  the  ne- 
cessity of  being  brief. 

After  some  animadversions  from  Mr.  Cooc  od 
the  remarks  of  Ur.  BHtLii,  the  qucstint  od  Ut. 
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C.>  moiioa  to  appropriate  $300,000  for  fortica- 
lioDB  was  lakea  and  loal,  44  yeas  lo  57  nays. 

Mr.  Newton  proposed  1150.000. 

Mr.  Masterb  proposed  $300,000.  The  moiion 
of  Mr.  M.  was  lost,  yeas  46. 

Mr.  Smi^ie  proposed  $100,000.    Since  ibe  New 
York  genilemen  say  gunboats  will  not  do  there, 
I  am  wilting  to  let  ibem  have  so  much  far  forti- 
ficationa,  seeing  it  will  not  increase  the  whole 
pense. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Ncwroa'a  motion  to 
sen  9150,000  was  taken  and  caiiied,.  yeas  36, 
nays  47. 

The  Comraitlee  had  now  gone  through  (he  bill. 

Mr.  Tbohas  proposed  an  additional  sectioB  to 
appropriate  a  sum  for  gooboals. 

Mr.  Q,DiKcr  observed  that  if  the  eentleinaa 
who  made  this  molion  had  not  been  from  New 
York  be  should  have  supposed  that  he  intended 
lo  defeat  the  bill,  for  it  was  well  known  that 
many  frteodi  to  fortifications  were  decidedly 
against  buildi^  any  more  gunboats. 

Mr,  D.  R.  WiLLiiua  expressed  his  hostility  to 
the  motioD.  We  hare,  ahead;  gunboats  enbugh 
for  use  in  those  places  where  they  are  u^iul. 
Some  genllemeo  were  disposed  to  make  fun  of 
gunboats,  but  they  originated  iniederal  limes  and 
those  first  buill  were  indeed  curious  creatures. 
They  were  a  sort  of  amphibious  animal ;  they 
were  a  perfect  noDdeacript,  and  formed  a  new  era 
io  naval  architecture.  Th^y  had  two  heads,  two 
keels,  and  never  a  stern.  We  have  made  some 
improvements,  and  I  hope  we  shall  make  iqore. 

Hr.  CooE  was  glad  to  hear  that  gauboals  bad 
a  federal  birth. 

Mr.  Q,o[Ni:y  said  he  believed  gunboats  oi  J  gloa- 
ted in  federal  times,  and  everything  else  that  rela- 
ted to  the  defence  of  the  country.  He  had  heard 
of  nothing  new  under  the  present  A^ miatai ratio Q. 
Gan boats  were  useful  in  some  places,  but  ih^  ridi- 
cule had  beea  cast  upon  them  because  they  had 
(akep  place  of  everything  tlse,  and  weie  con- 
sidered as  a  substitute  for  all  other  means  of  de- 
fence. 

Mr.  Albtoh  agreed  that  the  present  Adminis- 
tntioD  bad  taken  up  a  new  system  of  defence. 
It  was  that  of  taving  the  public  money.  This 
^tem  was  new,  and  not  known  in  fedenit  tiipes. 
We  had  not  gone  on  iocreasing  t^aes  like  out 


Mr.  QpiKCT  replied  that  the  Federal  Ad- 
ministration had  saved  the  country  from  danger 
and  disgrace.  He  wished  he  could  say  m  m,Dch 
of  their  successors. 

Mr.  SuiUB  asked  if  they  had  not  deieojed  the 
Cpuntry.  He  would  ask,  also,  if  all  tbefortificatioDs 
ever  built  were  worth  the  i>ea.in  ti>s  hand? 

Mr.  Qreoq  tboijght  gentleman  were  engaged  in 
a  curious  debate.  It  seemed  as  tf  those, on  one 
side  had  got  into  fortifications,  while  those  on  the 
other  were  coming  in  gunboats  to  attack  them. 
Mr.  O.  could  see  no  prospect  of  danger,  and  he 
wondered  why  so  much  ado  was  mau  about  the 
subject  He  wai,  however,  willing  to  vote  for  the 
aunt  which  Itad  been  agreed  to.so  ibat  gentlemen 
might  epjof  repose  waeo  th^  vest  to  btd. 


The  section  for  gtmboati  was  then  agreed  to— 
53  yeas,  34  nays. 

Two  blanks  remained  to  be  filled — first,  the 
amount  of  the  appro^iatioo,  and  secondly,  the 
number  of  boats. 

Od  molion  of  Mr.  Eablt  the  first  blank  waa 
filled  with  150,000 ;  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Thomab 
the  second  was  fiUed  with  30,  so  that  tl^.OOO 
were  appropriated  to  build  thirty  gunboats. 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill  a* 
amended  to  the  House^^vho  immediately  adjourn- 
ed, ayea  56,  nay»44,  without  taking  any  questioa 
oa  the  reporL 

MoNDAT,  February  S3. 
The  Sfeaseh  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a  list  of 
invalid  pensioners  placed  on  the  pension  list  ot 
the  respective  States,  in  obetK^nee  lo  a  resolution 
of  the  House  of  the  seventeenth  April,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  six;  which  were  read, 
and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
tbal  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "Ab 
act  regulatiog  the  aranting  of  registers  in  case  of 
ships  and  vessels  of  (he  United  States  becomiag 
the  property  of  bank  and  insurance-companies  f 
lo  which  they  desire  the  eoDcurrence  of  ibis  Hoose. 
The  Senate  have  passed  (be  bill  sent  from  this 
House,  entitled  -'An  act  lo  coniioue  in  force,  for 
a  further  time,  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  sospend 
the  commercial  iotereourse  between  the  tJaited 
States  and  ceriam  parts  of  the  Island  of  St  Do- 
miogo,"  with  an  amendment ;  to  which  they  de- 
sire the  concurrence  of  this  House ;  also,  the  bil^ 
mtitled  "An  act  lo  extend  the  lime  for  toeating 
Virginia  Ailitary  warrants,  and  for  returning  the 
surveys  thereon  to  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of 
(be  Deparlment  of  War,"  with  yveral  amend- 
ments; lo  which  they  desire  the  concurrenoe  of 
this  House.  ' 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
r^ulating  the  motihg  of  registers  in  ease  of  ahiiM 
and  vessels  of  the  United  (States  becoming  tbe 
prooertjr  oTbook  and  insurance  coiKpanies,"  was 
read  twice  aod  committed  to  a  Committee  of  tlu 
Whole  to  morrow. 

The  House  proceeded  to  eoniider  the  amend- 
ment proposed  b^  the  Senate  tA  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  continue  in  force,  for  a  further  time, 
an  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  suspend  (be  commercial 
iD(ercourw  between  the  United  Stateoand  ccriaia 
parts  of  the  island  of  St.  Domingo;"  Whereupoa. 

Retolved,  That  this  House  do  agree  to  the  aaia 
amendmentt. 

PUBLIC  DEBT. 

Tke  Hqum  resolTed  itself  into  a  Comrailteeof 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  enti- 
tled "An  act  supplementary  to  the  act  entitled 
'An  act  making  provision  for  (be  redemption  of 
the  public  debt  of  the  United.  States. 

A  motion  was  nude  to  strike  out  the  fint  sec- 
tion, which  is  as  follows : 

Sac  \.  Btit  enaeUi,  bj/  tkt  Smait  mi  Batut  if 
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RtfrttaitativeM  of  the  Vmtid  Siaitt  of  Amtriea,in 
CoagraiatMmbkd,  Tint  ifan;  put  of  the  praent  Ihiae 
^  pel  cent,  itoekof  the  United  Stateiihalt  Nmsin  nnsab- 
■critMd  to  the  loin  conetilated  bj  (be  act  to  which  this 
H  ui  addition,  the  isid  unantMcribed  itoi^  ihslt  be  paid 
and  mmboTMd  bj  pajmenta,  on  account  both  of 
prineipal  and  inlenat,  at  the  rate  of  (bnr  per  centum  a 
year,  opon  the  ongina)  capital  of  the  nld  Mock,  until 
th*  wb^e  of  the  aaid  itock  ahall  have  b««n  relmbunaJ 
and  pud:  and  the  Commianoliera  of  the  Sinking  Fund 
ara  hereby  anlbmiiBd  and  requited  to  make  tbe  »atd 
pa^menta  b;  dividenda,  at  the  r>te  of  on«  per  ~~~ 


after  the  ;«ar  (loe  thoniiuid  eight  hundred  and  eight, 
nntil  the  raimbanenant  ahail  have  been  eflected. 

Thh  motion'  was  iiipparted  bj  Mefai*  'Tu.ir 
HADOB  and  ftuiitor;  and  Qppbtti  hy'tiaut*. 
J.  Rahdolth,  and  Bidwcll;  nnd  diMgraed  to 
'--«Tei  6]  when  the  .Coiqmillee  loie,  and  the 
bili  was.oulvred  t9  a  third  readings 

NATIONAL  DEFENCE. 

The  Honse  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  CommiKee  of  the  Wnole,  on  the  bill  relative 
10  forliflcatioii*  and  ^nbsats.  The  Omnmittee 
reported  an  appropriation  of  150,000  dMIars,  to 
roNiff' (he  hartiors  of  th^  United  States,' and  the 
like  sum  to  build  thirty  gnabosts. 

Mr.  Dana  called  for  a  diTision  of  the  qaestion. 

The  (jneslioD  was  aceordingl;  diTided.  and  od 
concnrrinf  in  so  much  of  the  report  as  appropri- 
ates 150,000  dollars  for  foreiBcations,  a  debate  of 
eoiifiiderable  length  look  place.   - 

Mr.  Olin  opposed  a  concarrenee,  and  coritend- 
ed  that  the  'sum  was  maeb  too  lar^  Great 
tonns  are  seldom  or  nererdestroTedin  war.  For 
example,  none  of  our  considemble  seaport  towns 
haTe  oeeD  deslraj^ed  U  any  former  war,  though 
the  cotintrf  has  been  settled  nearly  ttro  hundred 
fears,  and  they  have  been  always  exposed  to  the 
incursions  of  an  enemy.  '  He  was  also  opposed  to 
building  gunboats.  Iftwo  hundred  were  consid- 
ered sumcient  for  our  protection  in  lime  of  war, 
sevesty  mn^i  be  a  respectable  peace  establish- 
ment.   Mr.  O.  spoke  at  considerable  length. 

Ur.  R.  Nglbon  wonid  not  have  risen  at  this 
time,  but  be  had  been  informed  that,  during  his 
absence,  certain  gentlemen  who  bad  mistmder- 
slood  or  misrepresented  him,  hadaoiused  tbem- 
lelvea  by  commeniing  on  his  observations  as  to 
tnnning  away  on  the  approach  of  dan^r.  H& 
had  said,  or  intended  to  lay,  when  this  sObj eel 
was  under  discussion  on  a  former  day,  that  if  we 
shonid  be  invaded  by  « large  force,  it  wonld  be 
belter  to  retire  bto  the  country  and  there  mcfi  the 
enemy,  than  to  pen  oarselves  up  in  fortiSed  towns, 
and  there  be  tMen  prisoners. 

If  you'  intend  to  fortify  the  whole  coast,  ihia 
snm  11  totally  inadequate.  If  designed  merelyfor 
the  protection  of  New  York,  it  is  thrown  away ; 
fbr  five  millions  wonld  not  fortify  New  York 
against  a  competent  force. 

Mr.  J.  Randolpb  was  aorry  that  the  voice  of 

his  friend  from  Vermont,  (Mr.  Qui),)  prevented 

kim  from  being  heard  by  the  wbole.House,  be- 
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cause  his  observfttiona  completely  evinced  the  fu- 
tility of  the  bill  reported  by  the  Committee.  He 
also  cooaidered  the  statement  of  his  friend  from 
Maryland  (M^.  Nblson)  ananswerable;  tbatone 
hundred  aod  fifty  thousand  dollars  was  totally  iit- 
adequate  to  the  protection  of  the  coast.  He  con- 
sidered the  grant  as  a  tub  throWo  to  the  whale,  to 
amuse  hitn.  It  could  be  for  no  cither  purpose  than 
to  stop  clamor.  If.ke  panted  to  be  Speaker  the 
next  aeaaion,  he  might,  ptot haps,  join  in  this  prop- 
o;icion.  ,It  was  n  good  eleciioueering  scheme, 
pr,  if  he  were  a  citizen  of  some  large  maritime 
city,  and  solicitous  for  distinction,-  he  might,  pet- 
hapa,  join  in  this  foriification  mania.  But,  in 
truili,  thi«  proposed  sum  will  not  esJablislji  a  de- 
fence equal  to  Corpoial  Trim's  spade  and  pitch* 
fork,  for  Uncle  Toby's  .potato  garden-  < 

Suppose  New  York  ever  so  welf  fortified,  an 
army  may  lapd  above  the  city  and  cut  off  its  in- 
tercourse with  the  country.  A  fortification  there 
would  be  made  for  the  enemy.  Not  a  man  of  out 
army  would  have  e^aped,  in  the  hut  war,  from 
Lone  Island,  if  the  enemy  s  general  bad  hm  been 
treacherous  lu  bis  duty  ;  and  all  the  calamities  of 
that  campaign  chight  have  been  avoided  if  our 
aimy  had  retreated  into  the  co,uatry. 

It  has  been  often  said  that  a  small  force  may 
lay  the  city  of  New  York  under  eontribution. 
But,  will  gentlemen  say  this,  after  ibe  ample  pro- 
teotion  furnished  by  their  favorite  gunboats  1  Mr. 
R.  repeated  again,  that  he  considered  this  grant 
of  1)0  use  but  to  stop  da'mor.  He  suspeciea  that 
the  only  efiectual  plan  of  defending  New  York, 
w&s  that  proposed  on  a  former  day  bv  the  genile- 
mau  from  New  York,  (Mr.  ^lmeb,)  to  atop  up 
the  channel  leading  to  the  harbor.  This  would 
undoubtedly  be  aa  adequate  defence,  and  the 
learned  gentleman  vho  suogested  it,  must  be  a 
disciple  of  the  learned  Dr.  Last,  who  had  an  in- 
fallible recipe  to  cure  corns  on  the  toes — to  cut 
the  toes  off. 

Mr.  R.  considered,  that  the  moment  these  three 
hundred  thousand  dollars  were  voted  for  fortiflca* 
Tionsand  gunboats,  the  money  was  thrown  into, 
the  Q'ulf  strearh.  If  two  positions  could  be  made 
out:  1st.  The  neeessity  of  defence,  and  2dly, 
That  our  resources  arc  adequate  to  the  object,  he 
yould  cheerfHlIy  join. 

Mi.  R>  vindicated  himself  from  the  charge  of 
iliconsistency)  in  voting  for  the  defence . of  New 
Orleans,  aaa  opposing  that  of  New  York.  If 
Savaoiiah  or  Charleston  were  the  richeat,  the 
weakest,  and  the  most  likely  to  be  attacked  of  any 
part  of  the  United  Slates,  (and  such  is  the  fact,) 
would  there  be  any  ioconsistancy  in  ptopoaing 
measures  of  defeqee  for  those  pons  and  refusing 
them  toothers?    So  of  New  Orleans. 

New  York  and  New  England  are  not  likely  to 
be  attacked.  Burgoyne's  expedition  has  settled 
that  point.  '  To  attack  this  country  in  that  quar- 
ter would  be  taking  the  bull  by  (he  horns;  but  if 
New  York  is  exposed,  will  their  portion  of  these 
$150,000  avert  the  danger  1 

Mr.  Elmer  spoke  at  length  against  a  concur- 

Mr.  UuMPORD  contended  that  New  York  wm 


dbyGoo^le 


Bll 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


612 


H.orIl. 


Fbbidabt,  1807. 


U  fully  entitled  to  protection  as  New  Orleans,  and 
more  exposed  to  danger.  In  a  few  Iioura  a  ship- 
orthe-line  might  come  from  the  ocean  and  place 
herself  before  the  citv.  New  Orleans  was  one 
hundred  miles  from  toe  bea,  and  inaccessible  to 
larce  shipa  of  war. 

Mr.  J.  Ranoolfb  replied.  T be  population  of 
New  York,  and  its  vicinilyj  was  aaequate  to  its 
protection.  '  This  was  not  the  case  wilb  regard  to 
the  tide  waters  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia. 
Thar  conld  not  defend  themselTes  against  the 
•malleBt  force.  The  same  is  trae  of  New  Orleann, 
which  is  also  exposed  to  a  coasiderabte  Spanish 
force  in  its  neignborhood.  It  is,  besides,  so  fir 
diXant  from  any  part  of  the  United  States,  thick- 
ly popntated,  that  it  is  incapable  of  timely  s;iccor. 

Hr.  TaoHAa  refened  lo  the  Revolutionary  war 
to  evioce  the  efficacy  of  land  batteries.  The 
British  were  dri7en  from  Bosion  by  the  batteries, 
on  Dorchester  heights. 

Mr.  Qnmcy.— I  agree  with  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  (Mr.  J.  Randolph)  as  to  the  inadequacy 
of  $150,000  to  the  object  of  fort  i  Sea  (ions,  divided- 
■mongall  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United 
States  or  even  if  applied  to  the  single  harboj-  of 
New  York.  I  feel  so  utterly  indifferent,  as  to  the 
«vent  of  such  an  appropriation  as  this,  obtained 
in  the  manner  and  under  the  influences  Ihts  has 
been,  that  I  should  hare  given  a  silent  vote  upon 
this  queeiioD,  were  it  not  for  an  observation 
which  escaped  that  gentleman,  and  which ^eems 
to  me  to  open  an  imporiant  view  of  the  subject. 
He  told  us  that  if  he  could  be  convinced  that  for- 
tifications were  necessary,  and  that  we  had  the 
means  to  erect  such  as  were  efficient,  he  should 
be  willing  to  rote  not  such  a  sum  as  this,  but  what 
would  be  equal  lo  an  adequate  defence!  This  is 
the  true  ground  on  which  this  question  ought  to 
be  placed.  It  is,  because  fortifications  are  neces- 
ury,  and  because  we  hare  the  means, perfectly 
within  oar  power,  that  the  obligation  is  imperious. 
Those  gentlemen  who  hare  denied  the  necessity 
of  fortifications,  have  told  us  that  there  was  no 
likelihood  of  inTasion ;  that  the  Powers  of  Eu- 
rope were  dis|»Dsed  to  be  friendly,  or  were  too 
much  engaged  in  their  own  disputes,  lo  think  of 
attacking  us.  Sir,  I  do  not  rest  the  great  duty  of 
erecting  fortifications  in  onr  principal  ports  and 
harbors,  on  the  narrow  gTound  of  any 'immediate 
danger^  hut  ou  the  br^aa,  and,  in  my  mind,  ihcon- 
trorertible  certainty  :!iBt,  if  peaee  and  independ- 
ence are  ours,  forany  ureal  length  of  lime,  ii  can 
only  be  because  we  possess  and  exhibit  a  spirit  aod 
abilitjr  equal  to  the  maintenance  of  them.  To  both 
of  Whicha  foresight  uT probable  evils,  and  a  wise 
preparation  against  them,  are  necessary  requisites. 
I  aorocate  fortificaiions  for  our  ports  and  harbors. 
Dot  because  commerce  ought  to  be  encouraged, 
nor  becB;bse  commercial  deposits,  ai such,  deserve 
out  peculiar  patronnge,  hue  because  these  are 
constiloent  ports  of  the  nation,  from  their  nature 
the  most  vulnerable  potts,  the  moRl  attractive  to 
Ihe  sinrit  of  plunder,  and  the  least  able  (o  resist 
il.  Whenever  war  happens,  our  enemies  will 
here  inflict  their  surest  and  deadliest  wound. 
Heie,  therefote,  our  uaiional  akiU  ahould  be  ip- 


□lied,  in  times  of  peace  and  prosperity  ;  seaeona- 
bly  to  prepare  against  ereais,  cenaiu  as  la  their 
future  existence,  and  only  uncertain  as  to  the  time  * 
and  manner  in  which  ihey  may  happen.  It  i* 
impossible,  in  considering  this  questioa  of  the  ue- 
cesaity  of  (his  species  of  defence,  not  to  hare 
regard  to  the  aspect  of  our  foreign  reLationa. 
Tbeae  are  djstinct  and  peculiar.  And  so  abo  ate 
the  duties  which  result  from  them.  Formerly,  tka 
mOrlial  force  of  Europe  was  divided  aroong  vari- 
oua  tod ependeni'sorereiftn ties,  which,  from  thclt 
real  or  associated  equality,  kept  each  other  ia 
check,  and  prereoted  any  one  among  them  from 
any  great  scheme  of  lioiversal  domioaiioD.— 
From,  the  balance  of  power,  resiiJted  a  solid  sfr 
curity,  not  only  to  the  nations  of  Enrope,  bat  also 
to  as ;  and  it  grew  into  a  maxim,  that,  in  Ameri- 
ca, we  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  quarrels  of  En* 
rope,  except, to  reap  the  harvest*  which  its  dis- 
putes prepared  for  lia.  So  long  as  that  Mate  of 
things  existed  the  maxim  was  wise,  and,  ao  far  ai 
it  incolca tea  a  Bcrupulousaod  honest  neutrality,  il 
still  contiouea  a  sound. rule  of  conduot.  But  itis 
in  vain  to  deny  a  conviction,  which  the  appte- 
hensions  of  every  man  forces  upon  him,  that  (ht 
aspect  of  affairs,  in  Europe,  is  alto^ther  different 
from  anything  which  we,  or  which  the  world, 
ever  before  witnessed.  So  far  as  it  reapeota  thcM 
United  Slates,  ihere  are  now  hut  two  na.tions  oa 
the  globe — a  oalton  of  land  warrior*,  and  a  lit' 
tion  of  sea  warriors.  One  people,  humanly  speak- 
ing, omnipotent  on  one  element,  while  iisnatural 
rival  is  oinnipoteni  on  (he  other.  Between  (bete 
two  nations  an  invetera[e,  iaextiogui#hable  ani- 
mosity exists.  Between  them  there  can  be  no 
Eeace,  which  is  not  hollow;  no  Hiupemion  of 
ostili[ies  which  will  not  be  suspicious,  not  oiJj 
on  account  of  ancient  prejudices,  and  of  recent 
aDimoaity,  hot,  from. this  uhdeniahle  relation  ia 
which  they  stand  to  each  other,  that  the  one  con- 
tends for  existence,  aiid  (he  D(her  to  remove  (be 
only remaitting  limit,  so  faras  relates  to  the  west 
of  Europe,  to  universal  dominion.  When  such 
a  ataie  of  things  exiau  between  the  only  two  na- 
tions of  Ihe  globe,  with  whom  we  bare  rery  inti- 
mate relations,  ia  it  possible>our  fate  will  not  raa- 
teiially  be  affected  by  the  event  1  U  it  possitj* 
that,  let  this  coo  test  terminate  when  it  maf,  how 
it  may,  or  in  favar  of  whom  it  may,  that  the  eoa- 
se<]uences  to  us  will  not  be  erenlful  ?  Is  it  not 
wisa  in  pi  to  anticipate .  those  consequences,  and 
make  a  prudent  preparation  to  enable  us  best  to 
meet  them  t 

I  ask,  of  tdl  possible  resi^lts  of  the  presedt  eoa- 
teat,  which  is  that  which  will  leave  us  free  and 
yet  at  peace  E  iadepeiident,  yet  bare  to  every 
spoiler ;  whicn  is  that  event  1  Is  it  peace,  or  is  U 
warl  laii  ibe.lotal  subjugation  of  either  nation 
to  the  other  j  and  of  which?  Suppose  peaee; 
and  (his,  too,  on  the  -best  terms,  which  can  now 
beexpected.^hoaeof  theutipoMuUtitl  In  such 
event,  what  would  be  ihe  state  of  things  7  On  the 
one  side,  Bonaparte,  rirtual  master  from  the  Dar- 
danelles to  (be  Baltic,  with  more  than  half  a  mil- 
lion of  veterans  flushed  with  victory,  and  fleshed 
for  ptHnder,  relmni  for  whom  he  taiut  find  em- 
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plojrmeot,  and  who  bare  no  other  trade  ihan  thai 
of  BoldJers.  On  the  other  side.  Great  Brilaia,  the 
nndisDUted  Eorereiga  of  the  seaa,  obliged  to  eo- 
force  oer  superioiity  on  this  element,  ^ause,OD 
ihis  depends  ber  safety,  and  obliged  also  to  mo- 
Dopolize,  as  far  as  possible,  the  coiDinrirce  of  the 
world,  becBiue,  on  ibis  depends  that  superiority. 
In  case  of  peace,  What  ate  our  prospects  ^  As  it 
respects  Great  Britain,  what  is  our  situation  1 
The  srcoud  commerciBl  nation  on  the  globe.  In 
the, sphere  of  commerce,  bei  natural, her  only  rival. 
Is  it  not  certain  that  the  limitation  of  the  field  of 
cammercial  enterprise,  Which  we  hare  so  long 
ebjoyed,  and  whit^  would  be  iDevitable  ia  case  of 
peace,  would  produce  ^reat  discontent  and  distress 
m  this  country  7  Is  it  likely  that,  urged  on  by 
her  interesLi  or  her  iealousy,  ana  consciaus  of 
her  power,  she  would  claim  nothina  from  us, 
-whicli  we  should  not  be  willipg  to  yield  1  Rather 
is  it  not  inevitable  that,  in  such  case,  eoltisioos  of 
muluat  interest  would  bring  on  irritations,  the 
nsnal  precursors  of  war?  But,  suppose  this  lobe 
the  ideal— suppose  Qreai  Britain,  sensiUe  of  the 
importance  of  our  consumption  to  her  manufac- 
tnres,  is  as  tractable  as  we  cdD  desire  1  Is  there 
no  cause  of  appreheasioo  from  a uother  quarter  1 
Would  Bonaparte,  at  sase  in  Europe,  Ions; refrain 
from  turning  his  eye  toward  this  .country  7  Would 
he  not  Sid  us  rich,  and  fat,  and  heavy,  from  long 
pro-sperlty  ^  Disinclined  to  Gght  abont  the  ^nds 
we  have,  and  ready  to  purchase  those  we  have 
not?  If  we  had  no  evidence  of  his  dispoaiiion 
toward  this  country,  is  not  the  very  nature  of  bis 
power  such  as  may  put  it  keyopd  his  reach  to 
interfere  with  our  peace,  were  he  erer  ao  much 
inclined?  It  is  the  nature  Qfihe  military  powei, 
especially  such  as  his,  of  sudden  aad  self-created 
elevation,  to  raise  to  itself  rivals  among,  all  the 
chiefs  of  the  great  divisions  of  the  army.  Ttie 
jealous  master  must  remove  the  object  of^ils  fears 
to  a  distance.  A  soldiery,  corrupted  by  victory, 
inuat  be  employed.  Why  w^s  BoJiapatte,  with 
his  forty  thousand  veterans,  sent  by  the  Directory 
to  Egypt  1  To  conquer  the  country  ?  This  was 
the  ostensible  object.  .The  teal  one  to  find  em- 
ployment for  a  mlliljiry  commander,  too  popular 
with  his  army  to  be. removed,  too  restless  to  be 
idle,  too  ambitions  not  to  be  dreaded..  Why  vat 
Le  Clerc,  with  another  force,  sent  to  Bt.  Domin- 
go? Ab  much  from  a  necessity  to  rid  themselves 
at  home  of  domestic  troubles,  as  in  the  ho^  of 
tegainiDg  lo*l  territary.  What  Is  to  prevent,  in 
cue  of  peaoi,a  aimilardanger  in  France,  which 
nan  only  be  remoTed  by  some  aiinilar  expedition, 
nul  what  aaenrity  dtti  it  will  not  uke  its  direc- 
tion tbia  way,  a^  well  as  any  other  1  Sir,  hare 
ire  teen  no  evidence  of  a  disposition  toward  such 
nn  enterprise  in  the  present  nead  of  the  French 
nation  7  Previous  to  the  purchase  of  Louisiana, 
was  not  a  settlement  openly  avowed  to  be  intend- 
ed for  that  quarter  ?  And  was  not  the  apprehen- 
aion  of  sgch  a'  military  establish  meni,  among  the 
reasons  which  led  to  that  purchase  1  Let  peace 
lake  place  to-morrow,  and  the  prospect  of  this  na- 
tion is  the  most  melancholy  and  alarmiog.  It 
may  be  impossible  to  foresee  which  nation  will 


interfere  with  our  rights  and  put  onr  mild  spirit 
to  the  trial,  or  in  what  manner  it  will  be  attempt- 
ed. But,  that  it  will  be  done  by  the  one  or  tnc 
other,  is  scarcely  problematical. 

But,  let  us  f  rant  that  peace  is  impossible.  Sup- 
pose war  continues?  Are  our  prospects  briehler? 
Is  it  not  obvious  that,  from  this  moment,  the  wai 
must  assume  a  new  character?  Is  it  not  now  on 
the  one  side  a  warof  extirpation,  and  on  the  other 
for  self-existence  ?  On  these  accounts  we  cannot 
reason  on  this  as  ob  common  tars.  To  one  na- 
tion, in  case  of  defeat,  there  is  no  hereafter.  Iti 
being  is  at  hazard.  We  cannot,  therefore,  expect 
itwiQ  conduct  i^  warlike  operations  according 
to  the  ordinary  and  received  maxims  of  common 
pnidencc  Its  struggles  must  inevitably  be  con- 
Tolsive.  How  long  will  Bonaparte  allow  oui 
commerce  with  Great  Britain  7  If,  indeed,  at  this 
moment  it  be  permitted,  which  seems  doubtfuL 
If  we  are  denies  this  iotercoorte,  are  we  prepared 
to  submit?  If  we  do  not,  can  we  keep  peace  with 
France?  If  we  do,  can  we  with  Great  fii'itain  7 
On  the  other  hand,  may  we  not  expect  retaliation 
on  our  commerce  with  France  ?  Are  we  willing 
to  yield  the  whole  with  both  nations?  Can  tn 
long  carry  it  on  with  either  without  being  forced 
into  the  war,  or  withoni  having  all  the  misfor- 
tunes of  war  with  noneofthe  fruits  of  ncutralityl 
It  is  from  this  state  of  our  foreiga  relations,  that 
I  argue  the  necessity  of  wise  preparation  for  de- 
fence in  all  the  weak  parts  of  the  nation;  thoN 
whicharemosi  exposed;  those  which  constitute 
the  frontier;  and  which,  from  their  riches,  most 
allnre  plunderers.  I  consider  it  as  a  principle 
that  a  nation,  rich  and  enterprising  as  ia  the 
American,  and  placed,  b^  its  commercial  rela- 
tions, in  the  midst  of  martial  nations,  cannot  long 
maintain  .either  peace  or  independence  withoni 
tnaking  a  regular  preparation  far  those  eventt 
which  are  certain,  unless  prevented  by  the  spirit 
which  such  preparations  indicate. 

Biit,  tl^e  objection  urged  is  not  so  much  to  the 
utility,  or  the  wisdom  of  fortifications,  as  to  the 
expejise.  We  have  been  warned  against  begin- 
ning fortifications,  because  it  is  said ;  "  Once  en- 
'  ter  upon  the  system,  and  it  must  be  purined  ; 
'  grant  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  yon 
'  mnst  two  hundred  ihouaasd,  and  bo  oA."  And, 
■s  if  all  argnment  waa  eloeed  by  the  faet,  it  ia 
said,  ^that  the  protection  of  all  onrportsandhar* 
bora  wilt  cost  millioda."  Bir,  I  am  not  diapoMd 
Id  deny  what  I  believe  not  only  (o  be  a  het,  but 
also  a  fact'Wldch  itu  owdoly  to  make  nnderttooi 
by  this  people. 

The  adequate  defence  of  the  porta  end  harbwa 
of  the  United  Slates,  inch  as  the  oommereM 
ckies  have  a  right  to  demand,  wilt  unquestiona- 
bly cost  millions— ought  to  cost  millioDs— mil- 
lions caauot  be  better  employed.  Tbi^  which  is 
urged  as  a  main  reason,  against  beginuiog  fortifi- 
cations at  all,  is  a  principal  one  in  favor  of  be- 
ginning them  now,  and  with  aapiril  proportionate 
to  the  real  wealth  of  the  nation,  and  to  the  ^reat 
slake  it  hat  in  the  safety  of  the  cities.  Fortifica- 
tions are  permanent  objects  of  defence,  destined, 
not  for  ourselves  only,  oat  for  poatetity.    Thef 
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require,  to  tbeir  greatest  perfeclioD,  much  time, 
great  labor,  long  consideration,  both  as  to  the  oa- 
tare  and  locatioo  of  them,  according  to  tlie  siiaa- 
tioD  of  difierenl  pans.  Materials  must  becolleci- 
edj  prudential  principles  established,  wise  ecoao- 
mies  adopted.  All  these  are  best  set  on  foot  at 
nicb  a  lime  as  the  present,  and  in  such  a  situation 
aa  is  our  nation  in  a  time  of  pe<ice.  In  a  time 
when  the  command  of  surplus  revenues  will  ena- 
ble na  to  make  the  neces&arf  preparalioas  in  the. 
most  advantageo^  manner. 

When  I  say  thatfoiiifications  will  cost  millions, 
do  I  mean  to  propose  such  approprialio^Js,  or  the 
laying  additional  taxes?  By  no  means.  In  this 
(he  inexcussbleness  of  this  Housp  consists.  Eve- 
ry principal  commercial  city  in  the  United  States 
might  be  pot  in  an  adequate  siate  of  defence 
without  laying  any  additional  tax,  and  without 
its  being  felt  by  the  people.  From  the  nature  of 
fori iGcat ions,  their  erection  must  require  maoy 
years,  in  order  to  .their  being  of  real  efficacy.  If 
built  upon  a  scale  proportionate  to  the  maenilade 
of  the  object,  a  cectain  appropriation  of  a  aeGniie 
sum  for  several  yeaif,  would  alone  be  requisite, 
Sol  of  the  whole  expenditure  in  one  year.  Of 
course,  the  nation  could  avail  itself  of  the  succea'" 
sive  revenues  of  many  years,  and  Ibesuifi,  though 
great  in  Ibe  aggregate,  yet,  whenapporiioned  upon 
(beincDTnes  of  eight  or  ten  years,  would  almost 
be  imperceptible.  Id  (his  point  of  view,  will  any 
man  pretend  we  have  not  the  ability  to  ffive  an 
adequate  defence  to  our  cities.  Sir^  the  Mediter- 
lauean  fund,  which  some  wish  to  abolish;  the 
salt  tax  alone,  which,  so  far  as  depends  upon  this 
Honse,  Lt  already  abolished,  would  have  either 
of  them  effected  the  ohject  within  the  time  in 
which  it  is  probable  the  appropriations  could  have 
been  wisely  expended — within  teQ  years  either  of 
tbooe  sources  of  revenue  would  have  unijuestion- 
ablv  produced  from  at  least  seven  to  ten  millions 
of  ooliars.  In  less  than  xueh  a  period  such  ex- 
penditures aa  the  adequate  defence  of  all  these 
cities  contemplates,  could  not  he  advantageously 
applied.  And,  in  thai  lime,  the  expenditure  of 
from  seven  to  ten  millions  of  dollan  would  put 
eTery  commercial  ciiy  in  an  adequate  state  of 
defence. 

Thnsmoch  I  thought  it  proper  to  state,  by  wa^ 
<^  reply  to  the  honorable  genUBman  from  Virgi- 
nia, (Mr.  J.  RannoLFb,)  and  to  show  both  ibai  for- 
tificaiiona  were  aecesMrv,  that  we  had  the  meant 
incur  hands,  and  that  ibe  present  was  the  time 
moat  propitious  to  theii  commeno^ont. 

Mr.  Qhtlib  observed  that,  in  the  first  place,  he 
bad  no  ambition  to  fill  the  Speaker's  chair;  and, 
•ecoodly,  that  he  had  no  electioneering  object  in 
▼lew. 

7or(ificatioD!>,  he  considered,  could  be  of  no  use 
except  against  marauders,  but  such  was  the  pres- 
ent situation  of  Europe,  that  we  could  he  in  no 
ihnger.  Besides,  the  present  mode  is  to  take  ar- 
mies, and  fortifications  fall  of  course. 

The  President  has  called  for  so  much.  (Three 
knndred  ihoniand  dollars.}  Mr.  8.  was  willing 
to  gire  lome  of  it  for  fortification  i,  and  le&ve  the 


rest  of  it  for  gunboats,  seeing  it  would  not  make 
any  difference  in  the  whole  expense. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  Q,niNCT,  Mr.  3.  said  that  Bona- 
parte had  ^is  hands  full;  besides,  he  had  higher 
objects  in  view  than  the  United 'States;  and,  aa 
we  had  made  peace  with  England,  there  could  be 
no  dancer  to  us  frotli  ibe  nations  of  Europe. 

Mr.  Dana  inquired,  if  it  would  be  in  order  to 
move  an  amendment  to  the  report, by  striking  out 
$150,000,  and  inserting  a  larger  sum'} 

The  Speakeb  replied  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Tbomas  suggested,  whether  the  object 
could  not  be  compasssd.  by  moving  to  strike  oat 
"one," and  inserting, "two,  three,  or  any  larger 
number  7" 

The  SpEAKEK  considered  this  also  out  of  order. 


Mr.  Dana  inquired,  if  there  were  any  method  of 
procuring  a  larger  sum,  except  by  disagreeing  to 
the  report  ? 

'The  Speaker  replied  in  the  negative.  The 
qiiestion  must  be  Grst  taken  on  the  sunt  reported, 
(tlSOgOOO.)  If  (hat  is  disagreed  to,  any  other  sum 
can  then  be  moved.  ■ 

Mr.  Dana  deemed  the  sum  repotted  totally  in- 
adequate to  the  object,  and  dpsired  a  much  larger 
sum.  Whatever  might  be  the  views  of  (he  vari- 
ous sections  of  the  ruling  party  in  the  State  ol 
New  Tfork,  it  was  no  concern  to  him.  He  waa 
solicitous  for  the  general  defence  of  the  country 
on  a  liberal  and  adequate  scale.  He  concluded 
vriih  declaring  tha(  he  should  vote  against  ooa- 
curring  in  the  report,  with  a  view  to  move  a  larger 

Mr:  Masters  contended  that  the  alarm  in  New 
York  was  not  excited  for  an  eleciioneerJDg  trick. 
The  clamor  was  justly  founded,  and  would  always 
exist,  so  long  as  they  were  onproiecied.  We  hare 
abundant  means  of  defence.  Above  four  millions 
are  now  in  (he  Treasury. 
~  Mr.  Cook  wa^  sorry  the  gentleman  from  Tir- 
ginia  (Mr.  J.  Randolpb)  bad  imjieached  the  mo- 
tives of  (hose  in  favor  of  the  reporL  Mr.  C. 
would  only  say.  that  the  elections  were  over  at 
the  Eastward.  He  believed  they  had  not  fet 
taken  place  in  (be'Soutb. 

The  question  on  concurring  with,  the  repbrt  of 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  in  apprgprfating 
$150,000  for  fortifications,  was  taken  by  yeas  ani 
nays,  and  carried — yeas  73,  nays  44,  as  follows: 

Yba*— Gvan  Alaxander,  WU|i■AlM(n,iDn.,B■^>a- 
bu  Bidw^  John  Hake,  Jan.,  WUIiaa  A.  BmwaU, 
John  ClaibonM,  Matdiow  Cl^,  Oaatga  Ottnton,  jaa., 
John  Clapton,  TndmA  Comad,  Orduid  C«ak,  L«oi^ 
■rd  Covington,  Richard  Cutta,  Etrm  Dart^,  JtdiB 
DaTenpoit,  junior,  Peter  EwAj,  June*  Elliot,  CaM 
ElUii,  WiUiun  Ely,  John  W.  EppM,  William  Findlqr, 
John  Fowlei,  Andrew  Gragg.Silu  HiImj,  Beth  Hast- 
ings, William  Hehni,  David  Holmes,  David  Housh, 
John  O.  Jackwn,  Walter  Jonei,  Thomu  Kenan,  JAn 
Luabeit,  Henry  Vfl  LiviDgiton,  Matthew  Lyon,  Pal- 
rick  Magmder,  Robert  Marion,  Joaiah  Miaten,  Wil- 
liun  McCreery,  Nichotas  R.  Moore,  John  Morrow, 
Qnrdon  8.  Mamfbid,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Tbomai  New^ 
too,jim.,_TIfflolhy  Pitkin,  junior,  John  Porter,  Joaiah 
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Quincj,  John  ShM  af  Tenneaee,  John  Rimell,  Pater 
Bully,  Thomu  SanminiB,  Thomu  SaaiUard,  Martin  G. 
SchaDBinui,  Junei  Sliwii,  Dennii  Smelt,  Joho  ttmilie, 
Jobu  Smith,  Henry  Sontherd,  Joaeph  Stanton,  Samuel 
TagBUt,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Samnei  Tenney,  Da- 
"  ■  ■"         I,  Uri  Tracj,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  KiUian 


inks  WUlianiB,  Nathan  Williama,  and  Thomai 
Wtww. 

Nat* — John  Archer,  Darii]  Bard,  Joaepb  Barker, 
Bnrwell  BaMatt,  George  M.  Bedinger,  SiUi  Betton, 
William  W-.  Bibb,  Thomai  Blount,  Robert  Brown, 
William  Bntler,  John  Chandler,  Martin  Chttteaden, 
Samuel  W.  Dana.  John  Datvaon,  Ebeneier  Elmei, 
Jamea  Fiik,  Jamet  M.  Gamett,  Chailei  Goldiborough, 
Petenon  Gooijwjn,  Edwin  Gnji  laaiah  L,  Green, 
John  ilamiltan,,Jamea  HoUand,  Edward  Lloyd,  Dun- 
can HaoFarland,  David  Meriwether,  Thomai  Moore, 
Jemuikh  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moaely,  BoferNelKin, 
Gidean  Olin,  John  RandolpbiJohn  Rm  of  Penruylva- 
nia,  Jacob  Ridiarda,  Ebenaur  BeaTsr,  Samuel  Smith, 
Riefaanl  Stan&rd,  William  Bledman,  ThOmia  W. 
ThompMm,  John  WhitebiU,  Robert  Whitehill,  JJarid 
R.  Williama,  Alexander  Wilaon,  and  Joieph  Winaton. 

Tbe  next  question  waa  oa  cancurring  ia  the 
report,  to  appropriate  $150,000  to  bailding  tbirlf 

gllDbofllB. 

Mr.  Da)M  coniiden^d  that  it  would  be.better  to 
provide  the  materials  forgui^ioatB,  and  build  ool^ 
tn  case  of  exigency,  iban  to  bailil  them  immedi- 
ately, and  they  might  not  be  wanted,  and  would 
be  built  only  to  rot  in  our  harbors.  He,  therefore, 
moTed  to  amend  the  report,  by  striking  out  "build" 
and  insert  ''purcbaae  tne  materials  for.".  Should 
the  gunboats  be  wanted^  the  msieriaU  might  be 
soon  put  together, 

Mr.  Alston  opposed  tbe  molion,  on  the  ground 
that  the  boats  could  not  be  coastructed  in  season. 

Mr.  Dana  replied ;  wbentheqaestioo  wasiakea 
Rud  lost— yeas  30,  nays  78,  as  Uillows :    . 

riAi — ailai  Betton,  William  A.  B(irwe(l,  Martin 
CUttondro,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  J<4in  Davenprat,  jnn., 
Caleb  EllH,  EbeneHr  BIraer,  WiUiam  Blj,  Jamei 
Piak,  Silaa  Halasj,  Jamet  Holland,  David  Hffogh,  Wal- 
ter Jonaa,  Dunoao  HacFailand,  Robert  Marion,  Joaiah- 
Haatcra,  JonaOan  O.  Uowlj,  Jeremiah  Nelaon,  Timo- 
Aj  Pitkin,  jnn-,  JoMih  Quincy,  John  KuaasU,  Hartin 
Q.  Sijianeman,  William  Stadman,  Benjamin  T*1I- 
ffiad^e,  Bnn'l  Tenney,  Thomas  W.  Thompaon,  Philip 
Van  Cortlandt,  Killian  K.  Van  Beiwi«Iaer,  Robert 
Wbttahiil,  and  Eliphalat  WiokM. 

Nats — Bvan  Alexander,  Willii  Alaton,  Jan.,  Iiaac 
Anderaon,  John  Aieher,  Dand  Bard,  Joaeph  Barker, 
Bnrwetl  Baaaett,  George  M.  Bedinger,  WiUiam  W. 
Bibb,  Bantabaa  BidKell,  JiAn  Blake,  junior,  Thnnu 
Blonnt,  Robert  Brvwn,  WilSam  .Bntler,  John  Cband- 
1k,  Matthew  Clay,  Genge  Clinton,  jnn.,  John  Chtp- 
ton,  Predarick  Conrad,  Orchard  Cook,  Leonard  Cot- 
inglon,  Riehai:4Cutta,  Ext*  Darby,' Peter  Early,  Jamaa 
Elliot,  John  Fowler,  James  M.  Qametl,'Charles  Oolds- 
borongh,  Petsnon  Goodwyu,  Edwin  Gray,  lukh  L. 
Or«en,  John  Hamilton,  Belh  Hastings,  WiUiam  Helms, 
Dsrid  Holntes,  John  G.  Jackson,  James  Kelly,  Thomas 
Kenan,  Jolm  Lambert,  Henry  W.  Lirbigskm,  Edward 
Lloyd,  WilUam  MoOnety,  David  Heriwetber,  Nieho- 
ka  R.  Mooi«>  Thomas  Moore,  J«t«aniah  Monow,  John 
MoR«w,  Ovrden  B.  Momfcrd,  Refer  Nebon,  Thomas 


Newton,  junior,  John  Porter,  John  Randolph,  Thomas 
M.  Randolph,  John  Bea  of  PennsjtTania,  John  Rhea 
of  Tenneaaee,  Jacob  Richards,  Peter  SaiUy,  Thomas 
Sammons,  Thomas  Sandbrd,  Ebenmer  Beaver,  Deimia 
Smelt,  John  Smilie,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith.  Henry 
Sonthaid,  Richard  Staofbid,  Joaeph  Stanton,  Samoel 
Taggart,  David  Tbamas,  Uri  Tracy,  Joseph  B.  Vat- 
num,  Daniel  C.  Terplanck,  JAhn  Whitehill,  David 
R.  WUIiams,  Marmadoke  Williams,  Nathan  Williamt, 
Alexander  Wilson,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Mr.  GoLoaBOabuoH  loped  every  part  of  this 
impoilant  bill,  on  which  tbe  whole  nBiional  de- 
fence was  coDsidered  to  depend,  would  be  treated 
alike.  He,  therefore,  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  ihe  section  relative  to  gunboats.  Everything 
now,  is  said  to  be  predicated  on  the  principles  oT 
eeoDomy.  Hence,  fortifications  are  abandoned, 
and  gunboats  subsiiluted.  The  Freiideot,  how^ 
'"-    ■    "1  that,  for  tbe  safe-keeping  of  these 


every  boat.  What  will  these  bousescost  7  With 
tbe  land  for  them,  they  wilt,  perhaps,  cost  more 
tbao  the  boats  themselves.  So  much  for  ecoD' 
omy. 

The  section  relative  to  gunboats  waa  coactirred 
in — yeas  68,  iiaya  36,  as  roilons ; 

Yxii — Evan  Alexander,  Isaac  Anderson,  John  Ar- 
dier,  Joseph  Barker,  WiUiam  W.  BUifa,  Bamaba* 
Bidwell,  John  Bhke,  jnn.,  Robert  Brown,  William  A. 
Bnrwell,  WiUiam  Butler,  John  Chandler,  Matthew 
Clay;  George  Clinton,  Jan.,  John  Clopton,  Frederick 
Conrad.  Orchard  Cook,  Leonard  Covington,  Richard 
Cans,  Pater  Early,  John  W.  Eppea,  William  Findley, 
Jamaa  Fisk,  John  Fowler,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Andrew 
Qregg,  Isaiah  L.  Qieen,  SDas  Halxey,  John  Hamilton, 
Beth  Hasting^  David  Hohnes,  John  G.  Jackson,  Wal- 
ter Jones,  JBmeaKelIy,Thomss  Kenan,  John  Lambert, 
Robert  Marion,  Joaiah  Masters,  William  ^cCraeiy, 
Nichelss  B.  Moorv,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow, 
Ouidon  8.  Mumlbrd,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomss  Newton, 
jnn.,  John  Porter,  Thomas  M.  Itandolpb,  John  Rheaof 
Telmeesee,  Pelsr  Sailly,  Thomas  Sammoikt,  Ebeneier 
Beaver,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smilie,  John  Smith,  Baml 
Smith,  Heniy  Boulhard,  Joseph  Stantan.  Samuel  Tag- 
gart, David  Thomas,  Uri  Tracy,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt, 
Joseph  B.  Varnnm,  Daniel  C.  Verplsnck,  John  White- 
hill,  EUphalet  Wickea,  Marmaduke  WiUiama,  Nathan 
Williams,  Alexander  Wilson,  and  Thomas  Wjnns. 

Nats — Barwell  Banett,  George  M.  Bedinger.Silaa 
Betton,  Martin  Chittenden,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  Eira 


Charles  Goldsbot^ugh,  Edwin  Gray,  James  Holland, 
Henry  W.  Livingsloo,  Edward  Lloyd,  Dunoan  Mao- 
Farland,  David   Meriwether,  Thomaa  Moore,  Jona- 


[,  insfxui 

William  Btedman,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Thomas  W. 
Thompson,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Robert  While- 
hill,  David  R.  Williams,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

The  bill  was  then  oriTered  to  b*  engrossed,  and 
read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

[Nora. — The  bill  afterward  passed  in  this  fcrm,  and 
was  transmittad  to  the  Senate  for  concnrrenoe,  iriw 
stmck  ont  the  s< 


db,Google 


ei9 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


H.or  R. 


Virginia  Military  Warrttntt— Public  DdO. 


FCBBDABY.ISOT. 


tai  the  other  relatite  to  fortificKtioiu.  On  the  lait  de; 
of  (he  BeaaioD,  Lhe  bill  nu  returned  nidi  this  uoend' 
nent  to  the  Houm  of  Repreientatiirea,  who  concuired 
therein  by  a  mtjoiit;  of  three — ajei  3S,  noea  36.] 
VIRGINIA  MILITARY  WARRANTS. 
TheBmeodmeDts  of  ihe'Senate  tg  the  bill  rei- 
Btive  (0  Virginia.  Mititarf  Land  Watranta  were 
referred  to  (he  Commitiee  on  Public  Laods. 
'  Mr.  J.  RiNDOLPH  observed  that  (he  bill  re- 
ceived frnm  [he  Senate,  (be  object  of  vhich  was 
to  pteveDt  intrusions  on  public  Unds,  bad  been 
before  the  Committee  on  Public  Laoda  for  s  cod- 
(iderable  time.  ,Ab  it  was  hi.s  wish  that  this  bill 
■hould  be  decided  on  while  the  Moase  was  full, 
aa  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  would  find 
much  ocenpa(ian  in  the  bill  last  referred  to  them, 
he  moved  that  they  should  he  discharged  -from 
the  further  coQsideVation  of  the  former  bill,  with 
a  view  of  having  it  referred  to  a  Commiiiee  of 
,the  whole  House. 

A  motion  to  adjourn  having  been  made  and 
carried,  do  question  wa*  taken  on  Mr.  Ram- 


TusanAT,  fetmiary  24. 

The  Speaker  preaeoted  to  the  Honae  certatn 

resolutions  of  the  Legislative  Council  and  Hooee 

of  Aepresentatives  of  the  Miasissippi  Territory, 

which  were  received  and  read,  stating  iheir  at- 

Cchment  to  the  Union,  tbeii  confidence  in  the 
egislatire  and  Biecutive  Departmenta  of  Gov- 
erpmest,  and  their  determination  to  oppose,  with 
(heir  lives  and  foftanes,  aa  well  all  iDleraal  soD' 
•piracy  aa  foreign  enbroachm^ta. — Laid  on  the 
tahle. 

Hr.  QntiicY,  from  the  committee  appointed  oa 
the  eighth  ultimo,  presented  a  bill  disapproving  of 
an  net  pasaed  by  the  Governor  and  Judaea  of  the 
Territory  of  Hiiehigsn,  entitled  "An act  concernr 
ing  the  Bank  of  Detroit;"  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  (he  Whole  to- 


'  Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  twentieth  instant,  preseoteda  hill  anthori' 
zing  the  discharge  of  GilEiert  Drake  from  his  im- 
prisonment; which  was  read  twice,  and  comniitr 
ted  to  a  Committee  of  (he  W^iol^  to-i^orronr. 
Ur.  Babbett,  from  (he  committee  (o  whom 

Eas  referretttOn  the  sixteenth  inataot,  the  bill  sent 
Dm  tbe  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  reduce  the 
expenses  attending  the  administtation  of  justice 
Id  tbe  District  of  Colombie,"  reported  the  bill 
withont  amendment. 

Ordertd,  That  the  said  bill  do  lie  on  the  (able 

Hr.  Basbbtt,  from  the  laiae  commitiee,  to 
whom  was  referred,  on  the  sixteenth  instant,  tbe 
bin  aupplememary  to  an  act,  entitled  "An  act 
more  emclually  to  provide  for  the  organizaiidn 
of  the  militia  of  the  District  of  Colnmbia,"  made 
a  report  thereon  ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
U>  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  resolved  itidf  into  a  Committee  of 
^it  Whole  on  tbe  bill  providing  for  the  payment 
M  the  expense  incurred  b?  the  military  prepara- 
tion for  the  dafenca  of  toe  Tenitory  of  Michi- 


gan against  hostile  Indians,  in  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  six.  The  bill  was  re- 
ported without  ameudmeut,  and  oniered  to  be 
ngrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

Tbe  House  resolved  iUelf  iota  a  Committee  of 
(he  Whole  on  the  bill  an(horizing  the  setilemenl 
of  the  accounts  between  the  United  States  and 
William  Eaton.  The  bill  was  reported  without 
idment,  and  ordered  lo  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  HoLHEB,  from  the  Committee  of  Glaitni^  - 
presented  a  bill  concerning  invaJid  pensioners; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  commillea  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  this  day. 

*  message  from  the  Senate  informed  tbe 
le  that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  sent 
from  (he  House,  entitled  "An  act  allowiag  an 
additional  compenaation  to  the  Judge*  of  the 
Mississippi  Territory,  and  extending  (be  right  of 
suffrage  iDerein,"  with  several  amendoienta;  to 
which  (hey  deiue  the  concurrence  of  this  Houa& 

Ad  engTossed  Vail  for  fortifying  the  porta  «ad 
barbon  of  the  United  States  was  read  the  thiid 

Bfohed,  Thai  the  aaid  bill  do  pass,  and  that 
tbe  title  be,  "An  act  makug  further  appropria- 
tions for  fottifyine  the  ports  and  harbor*  of  the 
United  States,  and  for  boi  Id  ii%.  gun  boats." 
PCBUC  DEBT. 
1  engrossed  bill  in  addition  to  the  act,  enti- 
tled "An  act  supplementary  to  the  ac^  eniitl^ 
'An  act  malting  provision  for  the  redemption  of 
the  whole  of  the  public  debt  of  the  United 
States,"  was  read  tbe  third  time,  andon  the  quea- 
tion  that  the  said  bill  do  pass,  it  was'  resolved  in 
(he  affirmative — yeas  89,  nays  15,  as  follows: 

TiAi — WiUim  Abton,  jr.,  Isaac  AndBrson,  John  Ai>- 
cher,  David  Bard,  Jo*.  Barker,  Bnrwell  BssMtt,  Oee. 
M.  Bedinger,  Wm.  W.  Bibb,  Bamabai  Bidwell,  Phaa- 
nel  Bishop,  John.  BUke,  inn.,  Tbomaa  Blount,  Ibibart 
Browo,  WilUam  Butlar,  GiH»|e  W.  Oaupbal,  John 
C^Mndla,  Uartfai  Chittendan,  Joha  OtaiboiBe,ClM«se 
OUnton,  jnn.,  Frederick  Coivad,  Leonard  Covi^Mti 
Esra  S^rby,  E^  Earie,  PeMt  Bsily,  Ebansear  Bl> 
mer,  Jamea  Fiak,  John  Fowler,  Jamea  M.  Ganel^ 
PelnaoD  Goodwyi^  Andrew  (Ii«gg,  lawah  L.  Gnaa, 
Bilaa  Halaay,  Jolui  Baaulton,  William  Helma,  Janes 
Holland,  David  Holmes,  Jamea  Kelly,  Thomaa  Kenan, 
John  Lambert.' Bdward  Lloyd,  Duncan  MaoFailand, 
Patrick  Magmdar,  Robert  Maikm,  Joaiah  Maalenb 
William  McCreenr,  David  Meriwether,  NidMdaa  R. 
Moore,  Tltoaaa   Meore,  icsemiah  Hnrow,  Oiudon 


Tennenee,  Jacob  Bichaida,  John  RtHaell,  Peter  Saillj, 
Thonsa  Baofaid,  Bbanner  Beaver,  Jamea  Sfea^ 
Dannia  Smdt,  John  Bmilio,  John  Smithi  Saianal 
Smith,  Bentj  Bontbud,  Richard  SUnlbrd,  loaaph 
BtWiilon,  WilUasx  BtadoMQ,  Sannicl  Taggart,  Samuel 


ktWiokM,  David  R.WiUi 


Nadtan  WiUiaoH,  Bidiard  Winn,  Joseph  Wiasun. 

-'"^ Wjnaa. 

■  ~  Dau.  John  D»r 
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venport,  Jan.,  Juoea  Elliot,  Caleb  Ellii,  Williun  Ely, 
Charlea  OoldBborongh,  8eth  Hiitjngi,  Daiid  HoDfh, 
Jonkthan  O.  Mouty,  Jenmiah  Nelfon,  Timolhj  Tib- 
kin,  joQ.,  Joai&h  Ctuincj,  BenjamiD  Tallmadge,  aod 
Killuu  K.  Tan  RenMelacr. 

Tbe  House  resolved  itaelf  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Wbole  od  the  bill  to  alter  &Dd  establfsh  cer- 
laia  pott  roads,  and  for  other  purposes ;  aod,  after 
lome  time  spent  lb  ere  in,  the  Committee  rose  and 
reported  progress  ;  when  the  Houec  adjourned. 

lye  ONES  DAY,  Febrnary  25. 

An  engrossed  bill  providiog  for  the  paymeAt  of 
the  expense  incurred  by  the  mililarj'  preparalioos 
for  the  defence  of  the  Territory  of  Miebigan. 
■gainst  hostile  Indians,  in  the  year  1806,  was  read 
loethird  time,  and  paued.  / 

Mi.  Jobk  Rahoolfb,  from  the  Commiicee  of 
Wsys  and  Means,  presented  a. bill  makiag  ippro- 
priations  for  carrying  into,  effect  certaio  treaties 
wiib  the  Cherokee  and  Piankeshaw  tribes  of  In- 
dians; which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  CoiDmidee  of  the  Wbole  to-morrow. 

Mr..JoBN  Rahdol^b,  from  the  same  commit? 
tee,  piesenied  a  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compeDiatioD  to 
clerks,  and  to  authorize  the  laying-out  of  certain 
public  roads,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to'  a  Committee  of 
(he  Whole  to-morrow. 

The  House  resdved  itself  into  a  Commilteeof 
the  wbole  Houh  od  the  bill  making  provialon 
for  the  dispos^  of  the  public  lands,  situated  be- 
tween the  United  State*  military  tract  end  the 
CoDnectiaut  Reserre,  and  fm  other  pQrposea. 
The  bill  was  reported  with  several  amendments 
thereto;  wbieh  wne  severalty  twice  read,  and 
■greed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Ibe  Mid  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  engrossed,  SDd  read  the  third  time  lo- 


je  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hhnse 
that  the  Senate  insist  on  their  amendments,  disa- 
greed to  by  this  Houge  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  extend  the  time  for  locating  Virginia  Military 
Warrants,  and  for  returning  the  surveys  thereon' 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Department  of  War."  The 
Senate  have  passed'fbe  bill  sent  from  this  House, 
entitled  "  An  act  feijealing  ibe  acts  laying  duties 
on  rail,  and  coatinuing  in  force,  for  a  further  lime 
the  firnt  seciioq  of  the  act,  enlUled  'An  act  fur- 
ther to  protect  thft  commerce  enrd  seameu  of  the 
United  Sutjes  against  the  Barbery  Powers,"  with 
several  amendments;  to  wbich  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  this  House.  The  Senate  agree 
to  Ibe  amendments  and  modiftcation  proposed  bv 
the  jmnt  committee  of  confereQce  to  the  amend- 
ments of  this  House  to  the  bill,enliiled  "An  act 
lo  prohibit  the  importation  of  slaves  into  anv  port 
or  place  within  ibe  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  January,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thoHsand  eight  buiidred 
and  eight,"  and  desire  the  concorrenee  of  (his 
House  therein. 
Ur.  JauHiaa  Mobbow,  from  the  Commiuee 


log  (he  time  for  locating  Virginia  Military  Land 
Warrants,  agreeing  to  some,  and  disagreeing  to 
others;  in  which  report  the  House,  alter  a  short 
discussion,  concurred. 

GENERAL  EATON. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  settlement  of  the  ae- 

connis  between  the  United  States  aod  WilliaiD 

Eaton,  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed — ayes 

Oh  lereeing  to  the  litle— 

Mr.  JoBN  Kandolpii  said  he  conceived  the 
(itle  Lo  be  extremely  improper,  and  he  hoped  some 
gentleman  would  suggest  a  proper  alteration.  Be 
believed  the  bill  hadpassed  by  surprise.  It  was 
not  so  much  a  bill  to  sellle  the  accounts  of  Wil- 
liam.Eaton,  as  to  rip  up  the  bettled  forms  of  the 
Treasury,  and  to  transfer  the  accountable  duties 
of  the  Treasury  lo  the  Department  of  Stale.  It 
would  be  a  slain  upon  the  statute  book. 

The  question  was  then  taken  oh  the  title ; 
which  was  agreed  tor^ayes  63. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Mr.  Jebemiab  Mosbow,  from  Ibe  Committee 
on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill 
from  the  Senate  to  prereni  settrements  being 
made  on  lands  ceded  to  the  United  States  unau- 
thorized by  law,  reported  the  same  with  sundry 

Mr.  JBBBMiARMoaaow  moved  the  reference  of 
this  report  to  a  Committee  of  the  Wbole. 

Mr.  JOBN  RjLNDOLPB  hoped  the  report  would 
not  be>eferred  to  a  Committee  of  (he  Wbole,  as 
the  bill  involved  no  appropriation  of  money,  aad 
past  experience  had  shown  (hat  wben.  the 


House  got  into  Con 


3  of  the  Whole,  they 


admit,  he  should  have  no  objection  to  the  course 
proposed.  Bat  this  was  not  the  ease.  The  bill 
could  be  as  welf  discussed  in  the  House  as  ill 
CommlUee.  He.  therefore,  btisled  it  would  not 
be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  as  that 
course  might  defeat  its  passage  this  session. 

Mr.  Q,nmcT  hoped  the  bill  would  be  referred 
to  a  Cobimitlee  of  the  Whole,  for  if  there  was 
any  bill  of  importance  brought  before  the  House 
during  this  session,  (his  waa  oncj  which  he  there- 
fore thought  merited  a  full  consideration. 

Mr.Oacaa  said  he  was  indifi^ent  which  course 
was  pursued.  He  agreed  that' the  bill  was  one  of 
the  sreatesi  imporiacoe  which  bad  been  before 
ihe  Legialatare  thi^  session.  He,  indeed,  consid- 
ered i[  more  important  than  all  the  rest  of  the 
bills..  He  was,  therefore,  for  giving  it  a  prefer- 
ence over  alt  others.  He  hopedit  would  be  passed 
during  the  session,  but  still  ne  was  willing  to  af- 
ford gentlemen  a  full  opporiuniiy  of  adducing 
whatever  their  ingenuity  could  suggest. 

Mr.  Smilib  observed  that,  in  an  tat\j  period  of 
the  session,  he  should  have  no  objeclion  to  thia 
bill  gobg  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole.  But 
he  desir^  geotlemen  to  recollect  the  situation  of 
the  House.  He  Dudentood  that  there  were  sixn 
bills  remaiDiDg  undecided  on,  many  of  which  n 
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was  highly  desirable  to  pass.    Only 
the   lessioo   Temained  ;  there,   therefc 
time  to  consume  in  Commjllccs  of  the  Whole. 
lie  said  he  believed  the  bill,  together  with  the 
tmendmeuli,  might  receive  sufficient  considera- 
tion without  going  into  Commiiiee  of  iHe  Whole. 
The  motion  to  refer  the  report  to  a  Commitiee 
of  the  Whole  was  disagreed. lo— ayes  30, 
POST  ROADS. 
Od  molioD  of  Mr.  Tbohas,  the  House  proceed- 
ed to  coDsider  the  Post  0%e  bill. 

The  Speakeb  stated  that  there  wax  no  report 
from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  that  the 
.ameodments  so  Largely  discussed  yesterday  Were 
fliot  before  the  House.  The  subject  was,  th  - 
fcre,  in  the  same  situation  as  before  the  bill 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  J.  Randolfii  moved  to  postpone  the  bill 
lodeGnitely,  od  the  ground  that  the  subject  was 
leas  important  than  many  others,  and  the  timr 
remainiug  was  not  sufficient  to  despatch  all  ibi 
public  business. 

This  motion  gave  rise  tt>  a  debate  of  considera- 
ble length.  The  motion  was  negatived— ayes  48, 
noes  54.  ■     ^ 

The  bill  was  then  again  referred  to  a  Commit- 
iee of  the  Whole,  and  the  House  immediately 
went  into  Commitiee  vpo a  it. 

The  Contmittee  went  through  the  bill  and  re- 
ported it  with  many  amendments.  The  House 
proceeded  to  consider  the  report,  and  expungad  a 
urge  proportion  of  the  amendments. 

Mr.  J.  Rakdolpb' observed  that  tfais^waa  an 
extraordinary  bill,  and  was  passing  in  an  extraor- 
dinary manner.  Itgavt  New  Hampshire,  Massa- 
chusetts, New  York,  and  some  ouier  Northern 
States,  a  large  nutaber  of  post  roads,  and  not  one 
to  Virginia.  It  was  not  wonderful  that  this  ob- 
ject was  pressed  on  by  certain  genllehiaD.  If  it 
would  not  be  .considered  ac  too  akrming  a  proof 
oT  Virginia  influeneeon  this  floor,  he  woulo  pro- 
pose  a  new  road  from  Prioca  Edward  county,  in 
ibe  district  which  he  represented,  to  Feiersbu^. 
Mr.  R.  spoke  at  considerable  length. 

Mr.  Blodht  was  against  the  motion,  because 
the  gentleman  had  proved  so  fully  the  errors  of 
the  bill,  that  be  hoped  it  would  be  rejected. 

Mr.  Lton  said  it  was  the  most  partial  ^=' 
ever  knew. 

Mr.  R..  Nelson  expressed  a  wish  that  the 
amendment  would  be  rejected.  The  bill  was  al- 
most as  bad  as  it  coultl  oe ;  be  hoped  it  would  be 
made  still  worse,  and  so  its  rejection  insured. 

Mr.Bi.oDNT  observed  that  maDylerge  counties 
in  the  Southern  B.tates  bad  no  post  roads,  while 
scarcely  a  town  in  the  Northern  States  waa  witb- 
oat  one. 

Mr.  Qdikcy  repelled  the  suggestion  of  partial- 
ity by  recurrins  to  former  laws  and  showiog  that 
the  Soatbern  States  had  been  previously  aceom. 
nodated  better  than  the  Northern  Slates.    ' 

Messrs.  Smilik,  Pibh,  Fini>LET,  end  Mabtbrb, 
spoke.  Tbe  debate  was  protracted  to  a  consider- 
aUe  length,  Imt  Dot  one  word  was  said  as  to  the 
amendment  proposed;  but  every  observaiioa  went 


bill  be 


idicate,  repel,  or  ex[dain,  the  suggestion  of 

Tbe  amendment  was  lost — ayes  35. 
Mr.  J.  Randolpb  said  this  was  a  new  sort  of 
political  arithmetic.  The  gentleman  from  Ver- 
mont (Mr.  Pisi)  had  said  that  three  roads  were 
discohtinued  in  that  State,  and  four  on  I  v  estab- 
lished, so  tbai  tbe  gain  was  only  one.  In  Virginia 
you  disconlitiue  four  established  roads,  and  give 
us  no  nevr  one,  thoiieh  we  have  claimed  several. 
We  roust  work  negative  quantities;  we  are  minu* 
four.  He  wished  to  know  how  the  equation  was 
to  be  adjusted  and  managed.  Mr.  R.  concluded 
a  long  speech  by  proposing  a  new  section  which 
went  to  forbid  the  carriers  of  the  mail  deviating 
from  the  old  established  routes,  under  penalty  of 
twenty  dollars  for  each  offence. 

This  motion  .was  intended  to  coerce  tbe  mail 
carriers  to  go  through  Cotehester,  and  not  through 
Xlc  coqo  a  n ,  V  i  rg  in  ia. 

The  debate  was  coi^tinned  to  a  considerable 
length,  in  course  of  which,  Mr.  Rahoolph  pro- 
nouneed  (he  road  police  in  Virginia  to  be  most 
detestable. 

Mr.  Dawbon  supported  Mr.  RAtinoLPH,  and 
Messrs.  Lewib  and  Q,dincv  replied.  As  soon  as 
Mr.  Randolfh  bad  concluded  bis  tbird  speech  on 
ihe  motion,  an  adjournment  wiiis^  called  for  and 
carried— ayes  60. 

THuaaDAY,  February  26. 
An  en^ossed  bill  making  provision  for  the  dis- 

Cl  of  tbe  public  lauds  situated  betukeen  the 
.ed  States' mi liury  tract  and  the  Connecticut 
Reserve,  aiid  for  other  purposes,  was  read  the  third 
me,  a^d  passed. 

Mr.  Pabke,  from  the  committee  to  whotn  were 
iferred,  on  tte  twentieth  iosiant,  tbe  petition  of 
indry  inhabitants  of  Randolph  county,  in  the 
Indiana  Territory,  made  a  report  thereon;  which 
was  read  and  cousidered :  Whereupon, 

AMoJeed,  Thai  it  is  etpedleot  to  divide  tbe  In- 
diana Territory. 

Mr.  Pahbg  presented  to  the  House  a  petition  of 
tbe  inhabitanls  of  the  Ulinois  and  the  village  of 
Peoraij'  in  the  Indiana  Territory,  which  was  re- 
ceived and  read,  praying  that  ihe  Board  of  Com* 
missioners  established  at  Kaskaskia,  may  be  em- 
powered to  examine  and  decide  on  ibeir  claims  to 
lands  in  the  said  Territory,  which  they  have  rea- 
pectively  settled  and  improved.— Laid  on  the  table. 
A  message  from  the  Senate  inlormed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  agreed  to  tbe  resolution  of 
this  Hoiise,  of  Ihe  eighieentb  instant,  in  the  form 
of  a  concurrent  resolution  of  the  Two  Houses, 
''aulborixing  and  directing  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasurr  to  cause  to  be  published  the  report  and 
ehart  of  the  survey  of  the  coast  of  North  Caro- 
lina, niade  by  Thomas  Coles  and  Jdtialhan  Price, 
under  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  at  ihe  last  ses- 
sion, for  Ihat  purpose,"  with  several  amendments ; 
to  which  they  il««ire  the  concurrence  of  ibis 
House.  The  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled 
''  An  act  in  addiiion  to  the  act  to  reealale  tbe  lay- 
ing out  and  making  a  public  road  from  Cumber* 
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land  in  the  Stale  of  Marylaiid,  to  the  Suie  or 
Ohio,"  to  which  ibey  desire  the  concurrence  of 
this  Honse. 

The  Housp  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
tnents  proposed  by  (he  Senate,  to  the  resolution 
of  this  House,  Id  the  form  of  q  cooiiurrent  reso- 
lution of  the  two  Houses,  "  to  publish  the  report 
and  chart  of  the  survey  of  the  coast  of  North 
Carolina :"  Whereupon  the  Mi4  araeudmeuts  be- 
in^  agaio  twice  reao,  were,  on  the  question  ser- 
erally  pnt  thereupon,  diugreed  lo  by'ihe  House. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "Anact 
ID  tdditioD  to  the  act  lo  regulate  the  layins  out 
aud  making  a  road  from  Camberland,  in  the  Slate 
of  Maryland,  to  the  State  of  Ohio,"  was  read 
twice  and  comroilted  to  a  Commiilee  of  the 
Whote  to-morrow. 

The  Hotue  resolved  itself  into  a  Cnmmittee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  making  appropriation  for 
the  support  of  Government  during  the  year  one 
thattsapd  eight  hundred  and  seven.  The  bill  was 
reported  with  several  amendments  thereto)  which 
were  ordered  to  tie  on  the  table. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled 
"Ati  act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensaiion  of 
clerks,  and  to  authorize  the  laying  out  of  certain 
public  roads,  and  for  other  purposes.  The  bill 
was  reported  with  several  amendments  thereto  ; 
which  were  severally  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by 
the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  enfirossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 


CLAIM  OF  M.  BEAUMAROHAI8. 

Mr.  HoLMEB,  from  the  Committee  of  Claimt^ 
lo  whom  was  referred  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Slates,  Iradsmitting  a  me- 
morial of  the  French  Minister,  on  the  subject 
of  the  cinim  of  Amelie  Eugenie  de  Beaumar- 
ehais,  heir  and  representative  of  the  l^te.Caton 
de  Beanmarcahis,  made  the  following  report: 

This  daim  w*i  prsaented  to  Congrcw  at  their  hurt 
■etaon  b;  the  agent  of  the  rapresentadva  of  tha  Iat« 
Caron  de  Bnamarchws.  wid  ■  report  wu  made  there- 
on by  the  j^QDUititlee  of  Claimi,  which  wia  not  finilij 
acted  opoB  b;  the  Home.  The  documeDti  piMedled 
with  that  rejlbrt,  and  the  neinorial  vf  the  Ftwch  Min- 
ister, tiaiiunltted  with  the  Pnaidant's  HeMage,  con- 
tain a  fall  itateinent  of  all  the  material  facte  and  prin- 
dples  uivolved  in '  the  6iQiidention  of  the  eae*. 
the  papers  accompan;  the  preMDt  report,  year 
nittee  do  not  dram  it  necessary  t»  detail  perticulsily 
the  ctnnmstsncea  sttending  the  charge  of  one  miUioD 
of  lines,  made  of  the  United  States,  in  their  seconnt 
with  Csion  de  Beaumatcbaiih  (whl<^  is  the  foundation 
of  the  present  application.)  The  claimaota  have  uni- 
fbnnlT  contested  the  coirectnesB  of  this  charge,  declar- 
ing that  Mr.  BeauniBTchaia  had  settled  with  tiie  French 
Govemment  for  ^le  same,  oonfonDably  to  the  tenor  of 
hk  receipt  The  sobitance  of  this  declaration  is  now 
conBnned  by  the  French  Government,  Amngh  their 
Hiniatai,  in  the  fbllovring  words: 

"That  the  million  given  on  the  lOth  of  Jnne,  1T76, 
10  M.  de  BeaumanJisis,  was  employed  in  a  secret  seix 
it  of  it  has  been  mtdeted  lo  the 


King,  and  approved  by  him ;  tknd  thai  it  was  not  given 
on  Bceonnt  of  suppliee  furnished  by  ihe  said  Beanmar- 
chais  to  the  United  States." 

The  sonree  whence  this  declaration  proceeds  ren- 
in it  unnecessary  to  allude  to  any  coiroborative  cir- 
imatsnces  in  support  of  the  bet ;  but,  as  qneationt  of 
taw  nay  arise  in  inveatigstiog  the  case,  ymit  commit' 
tee  think  the  course  moet  consistent  with  tbe  princi- 
ple* of  jostice,  to  which  the  United  States  have  always 
adhered,  would  be  to  submit  the  claim  genendly  l» 
the  oonsideration  of  the  Socretaiy  of  Bt»te,  with  in- 
straction*  to  report  to  Coogresa  at  their  next  aesrion; 
that  he  might  consalt  tbc  Attorney  General  ilpon  any 
questians  of  law  arising  in  the  course  of  tbe  investiga- 
tion, and  iiimish  Congress  with  any  other  infiirtnatiaa 
that  would  lend  to  elucidate  the  aubject.  They  there- 
fore submit  the  Ibltowing  resolution : 

Raohed,  That  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  Stales,  tranamitting  a  memorial  of  the  French 
Minister  on  the  snbjeet  of  tHe  claim  of  Amelie  Gngeiiie 
de  Beaumardjais,  legal  representative  of  the  late  Caron 
de  Beaumsrchsis,  be  reterred  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
and  that  he  be  directed  to  report  thereon  to  Congreaa 
at  their  neit  aenion. 
The  report  was  agreed  to. 

IMPORTATION  OF  SLAVES. 
The  bill  prohibiting  the  slave  trade,  ai  received 
from  the  Senate,  was  considered.  The  bill,  mod- 
ified according  to  the  recommendation  of  the 
committee  of  conference,  cootained  a  proTisioD 
forbidding  the  trans  porta  lion  of  slaves  coastwise, 
in  vessels  under  forty  tpns,  with  a  view  to  sale. 

Mr.  £ABt.Y  #05  decidadly  hostile  to  the  provi- 
sion. He  (poke  at  length  agviost  it,  aoil  m  tbe 
course  of  bis  lemarka,  he  said  the  dooi  of  tb^ bill 
.was  wide  open  to  evasion,  and  it  would  not  pt» 
veot  the  introduction  of  a  aingle  slave. 

Mr.  J.  RaRdolph  extended  the  argameata  of 
Mr.  Eablt.  The  provision  of  the  bill  touched 
the  right  pf  private  property.  He  feared  lest,  at 
a  future  period,  it  might  be  made  the  pretext  of 
universal'  emaoeipatiOn.  He  had  rather  lose  the 
bill:  he  bad  rather  lose  all  the  bills  of  the  sesaioo, 
he  nad  rather  lose  every  bill  passed  since  the  ea- 
tablisbmentof  the  Govemmeni,  than  agree  lo  the 
provision  contaiaed  in  this  slave  bill.  It  went  lo 
blow  up  the  Constitution  in  ruins.  Mr.  R.  said, 
if  eyer  the  lime  of  disunion  between  the  Stale* 
should  arrive,  tbe  line  of  severance  would  be  be- 
tween the  -slaveholding  and  the  oon-alavebalding 
Stales. 

Mr.  D.  R.  WiLLiAUB  spoke  vehemently  against 
this  provision  of  the  bill.  The  whole  bill  was  not 
wurtJi  a  single  farthing.  We  bawled,  said  he, 
Florida!  Florida!  but  you  would  not  listen  to  u*. 
[Note.— Mr.  Eaalt  had  stated  that  the  bill,  •■ 
drawn,  did  not  forbid  tbe  in  trod  nation  of  slaves 
from  Florida.] 

Mr.  OoLDBBORODQH  Vindicated  the  bill  from 
the  objections  urged  agaioat  it,  and  insisted  that 
the  provision  in  question  was  both  Constitutional 
and  necessary  to  the  successful  operation  of  lite 
bill. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  replied  at  iengih.  He  ob- 
served that  when  the  freemen  of  tae  Southera 
SiatcB  shonld  depend  for  assistance  on  the  North 
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:,  tbat  they  should  remain  neutrHl, 
that  ibey  would  not  erect  theniselres  into  sn  abo- 
lition society.  Mr.  R.  also  observed,  chat  he  con- 
sidered it  no  imputation  tp  be  a  akveholder,  more 
than  to  be  boTO  in  a  particular  country.  It  was 
ft  ihioK  with  wliicfa  they  had  no  more  to  do  than 
wiib  their  own  procreation. 

The  debate  was  further  contrnued  by  Messrs. 
QoLDBBORonaB,  Albto!*,  and  Sloan,  in  faror  of 
..coacntriDg  with  the  Senatej  and  Messrs.  Earlt 
and  Alezahdeh  against  it. 

The  question,  afler  a  long  debate,  was  at  length 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  aod  carried — yeas  63, 
nays49,  asfDllows: 

YiA«  —  WilliA  Alston,  jtin.,  John  Archer,  Daiid 
Bud,  Joaeph  Barker,  George  M.  Bedinger,  BamabBl 
Bidwell,  Jobn,  B\tke,  Jr.,  Robert  Brown,  Geo^e  W. 
Cunpbeil,  John  Chandter,  George  CUnton,  jr.,  Frede- 
rick, Connvli  Orchard  Cook,  Laotuuxl  Coiiligton,  Bzm 
Darby,  Jahn  Davenport,  jr.,  Ebeneier  Elmei,  Wtl- 
Uam  Ely,  William  Findley,  Janui  Fiek,  Cbarlee  Goldi- 
borougb,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silaa.Hal- 
■e;,  John  Hamilton,  Beth  fiastings,  William  Hetma, 
Darid  Hough,  NehemiBh  Knight,  John  Lambert,  Dun- 
can McFariand,  Patrick  Magruder,  John  ^Morrow, 
Jeremiah  Nelson,  Gideon  Olin,  Timo^y  Pitkin,  jun., 
John  Porter,  John  Pugh,  John  Rhea  of  Tennenee, 
Jacob  Richards,  John  Ruaaell,  Peter  Sailly,  Thomas 
Sammoni,  Gbenezer  Seaier,  James  Sloan,  John  Smilie, 
Samuel  Smith,  Heni?  Southard,  Joseph  Stanton,  Wil- 
fiam  Btedman,  Samuel  Tafgart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge, 
D»Tid  Thomai,  Thomas  W.  Tbommon,  Philip  Van 
Coithndt,  Jomph  B.  Varaom,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  John 
WhitehiU,  Robert  Whitahill,  Eliphalet  Wicks,  Mar- 
■wditke  Wilhanu,  Nathan  Williams,  and  Thomas 
Wjniu. 

Nats — ETan  Alexander,  Borwell  Baaiett,  Silts 
Setton,  WiUiam  W.  Bibb,  .Thomas  Blount,  William 
A.  Burwell,  William  BnUei,  John  Campb«U,  Hortin 
Chittenden,  John  Claiborne,  Matthew  Clay,  John 
Cloption,  Samuel  W.  Dant,  Peter  Early,  James  EUiot, 
John  W.  Eppes,  James  M.  Garastt,  Peter«jn  Good- 
Wyn,  David  Holmes,  John  O.  Jackson,  Walter  Jones, 
Thoman  Kenan,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Edward  Lloyd, 
Matthew  Lyon,  Robert  Marion,  Josiah  Mastera,  Wil- 
liam MeCreery,  David  Meriwether,  Thomas  Moore, 
Gordon  S.  Mutnford,  Roger  Nelson,  ThomM  Newton, 

tlobn  Randolph,  John  Rea  ofPennsylvania,  Thomas 
idtbrd,  Msrtin  G.  Schuneman,  Dennis  Smelt,  John 
Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  Samuel  Tenney,  Philip  R. 
Iliompeon,  Uri  Tracy,  Abram  Trigg,  Kilhan  K.  Van 
ReniMlser,  David  B.  Williams,  Aleiandpr  Wilson, 
Richard  Winn,  and  Joaeph  WinMon. 

The  Senate  haviog  agreed  to  the  modification, 
the  bill  wag  passed. 

DUTIES  ON  SALT. 

The  Message  from  [he  Senate,stating  that  they 
had  passed  the  bill  sent  from  the  House  for  the 
repeal  of'tfae  acli  laying  duties  on  sail,  and  for  a 
eoniinuance  of  ihe  MeditercaDean  fund  until  tbe 
end  of  the  next  seasion  of  Coagtess,  with  amend- 
mentc,  was  considered. 

ThefitstameadroeDt  of  Ihe  Senate  having  been 
|IQI,  Mr.  I.  RANDDi,Pb  called  for  the-  yeas  and 

MVB. 

Mr.  AuTon  tftid  if  be  nnderslood  the  anend- 


ment,  instead  of  repeaUog  tbe  whole  duty  od  salt. 
it  only  repealed  the  duty  of  8  cents,  and  sufCerea 
the  other  duty  of  12  cents  to  remain.  He  said  bit 
DpinioD  was  that  it  would  be  better  to  lei  the  Sen- 
ate reject  the  bill  sent  trom  the  House,  or  pass  it 
altogether.  Nd  person  could  l>e  more  anxious  to 
reduce  the  duty  on  aalt  than  he  was;  but.  he  be- 
lieved iftbey  persisted  in  ihecourse  which  they  bad 
originally  taken,  the  Senate  would  recede  from 
their  amendmeot. 

Mr.  Olin  said  when  Chis  subject  was  on  a  former 
DCcaaioq  before  the  House,  he  had  declined  saying 
anything.  He  would  now  however  lake  the  lib- 
erty of  offering  his  sentiments  ^on  the  subject. 

This  lai,  said  Mr.  Olin,  may  be  sport  to  other% 
but  it  is  death  to  us.  There  is  no  other  article  on 
which  duty  operates  so  injuriously.  The  whole 
State  which  I  represent,  if  you  deprive  them  of 
salt,  will  not  be  worth  a  cent.  We  can  oeiibeT 
raise  stock  nor  plough  Ihe  soil  without  Ihe  aid  of 
sail.  When  this  article  is  so  necessary  to  tbe  ex- 
istence of  the  nation,  I  am  at «  loss  to  know  how 
any  genileiuHn  can  be  in  favor  of  its  being  a  da- 
tied  article.  Its  original  value  in  the  loreiga 
market  is  about  13  cents  a  bushel ;  the  dutf  upon 
it  is  consequently  160  per  cent.  Where  in  oar 
catalogue  of  imported  articles  can  we  find  any 
one  so  highly  dulled  7  -  Some  gentlemen  have 
however  informed  us,  that  coosioerable  duties  are 
paid  on  tea,  cofiee,  and  sugar,  in  Boston,  and  other 
Atlantic  towns  in  the  United  States,  but  do  not 
gentlemen  know  that  these  articles  are  also  con- 
sumed in  other  places.  I  willaskgenltemea  also 
whether  this  is  an  equal  tax,  as  on  the  seashore 
there  is  scarcely  any  occasion  for  it,  while  in  the 
interior  it  13  absolutely  indispenimble.  If  *alt  waa 
free  as  ait  witli  us,  the  oet  proceeds  of  oar  stock 
would  be  one-founh  greater  than  it  is  at  present. 
Mr.  O.  here  mentioned  the  eaarmons  orice  which 
had  been  at  particular  periods  paid  tor  this  arti- 
cle j  and  observed  that  he  had  seen  fourteen  bush- 
els ofwheat,  and  even  agood  caw,giveii  fora  singlo 
bushel  of  aalt! 

The  gentlemen  talk  of  war.'  If  war  is  to  hap- 
pen, it  will  in  my  opinion  be  belter  to  lay  out 
money  for  estqblishine  a  magazine  of  salt,  than 
gunpowder.  We  ought  never  to  pay  a  tax  on  any 
real  necessary  brought  into  the  countryVantt  yet 
we  have  imposed  upon  salt  about  eight  timea  the 
usual  tax.  This  tttx  is  peculiarly  unequal.  Yon 
may  take  one-third  of  Ihe  nation,  and  you  will 
God  it  pays  three-fourths  of  the  whole  uz.  Be- 
fore it  13  need  by  the  consDmer.  it  is  sold  three  or 
four  times,  and  every  wller  puts  an  additional  pre- 
mium on  it.  In'  the  State  1  represent,  we  consume 
about  S00,000  bushels,  the  duty  on  which,  from 
wbat  I  have  observed,  may  be  estitnat'ed  at  nearly 
^  cents;  from  which, makinga:propeT deduction, 
there  will  still  remain  a  tax  of  $80,000  while  the 
whole  civil  list  of  the  State  does  not  amontit  to 
$20,000.  Feeline  as  I  do,  I  wish  the  House  to 
adhere  to  their  bill,  and  run  the  risk  of  the  Sen- 
ate siving  way. 

Toe  question  was  then  taken  by  yeaa  and  Dftyi 
on  concurring  in  the  fint  amendment  of  the  Senate 
—yeas  15,  nays  89,  as  follows: 


dbyGoO^le 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRBSa 


630 


Febbdabt,  1607. 


Tin — George  Clinton,  Jan.,  Eidujd   Cntts,   

Del  W.  I>«n«,  John  D»»enport,  jua.,  John  Fojriei, 
luiab  L.  GrecD,  8elh  Hasting*,  Patrick  Magiuder,  Jo- 


nah Mxten,  Jonib  Qnlni?,  John   Ruuell,  Thomu 
SammonK,         "  -   -  —  .       — 

CortlandL 


Sammona,  David  Thomas,  Uri  'Fmej,  and  Philip  Van 


NiTH — Willir  Aliton,  jun.,  [sue  AndenoD,  John 
Aichir,  Datid  Bard,  Joieph  Barker,  Bnnrell  Baraett, 
Geoige  M.  Bedingdr,  Silas  Betfon,  William  W.  Bibb, 
Bamabaj  Bidwell,  John  BUk«.  jun.,  Thomai  Blonnt, 
RobtTt  Brown,  Williim  A.  BnnreU,  Witliam  Bullei, 
John  Chaodlei,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Claibome, 
Frederic  Coniad,  Ezra  Darbj,  John  Davrwin,  SUmm 
Eaite,  Feler  Early,  Jamea  EUiol,  Caleb  £llia,  Ebeqeier 
Elmer,  William  BIj,  WiUiam  FUiille;,  James  Flak, 
Jame*  M.  Oamett,  Chailea  Goltlaborough,  Peteraon 
Goodwys,  Andrew  Gregg,  Bilu  Hslae;,  Jamea  Hol- 
land,']) arid  Holmes,  David  HaDgb,Jamei  Kell^.Tbom- 
Bi  Kenan,  Nehemiah  Knight,  John  Lunbart,  Jaaeph 
LewLi,  jnn.,  Henry  W.  Livingston,  Edward  Llojrd, 
Duncan  McFarland,  Robert  Marion,  Hicbolu  R.  Moore, 
Tbomaai  Mooie,Jereiliiah  Monow,  John  Moriovi,  Jona- 
than O.Moaely,Gur<loBB.Mamfard,  Jeremiah  Nelson, 
Thomas  Newton,  jnn.,  Gideon  Olin,  Timothy  Pithin, 
ion.,  John  PoitcT,  John  Pugh,  John  fiandolph,  John 
Hes  of  PennajWanik,  John  Rhea  of  TenneiMe,  Jacob 
Ricbatdl^  Petei  Sailly,  Martin  G.  Hchimeman,  Bb«lie- 
lei  t3e>«er.  Jamea  Sloan,  Dennia  Smelt,  John  Smilie, 
John  dmith,  Bamuel  Snltb.Battty  SoathaM,  Richard 
Stanfind,  Joesph  "Stanton,  WiUiun  Stedntan,  Ssmnd 
Taggut,  Beiijamin  Talbuadge,  SainQ>lTei>iwy,Phirip 
B.  Tbonpaan,  ThonaaW.  Thompeon.JoaephB.  Vai~ 
ntun,  Peleg  Wadawoi^  John  Whitebiil,  BobeH 
WhitshiU,  EUpbalet  Wickei,  Darid  B.  Willuma,  Mu- 
uaduke  WilUama,  Richard  Winn,  Joseph  Wineton, 
and  Thomaa  Wjnna. 

Th«  secon]^  amendment  oftha  Senate,  (o  strike 
out  the  second  sectioD.vas  disagree)]  to  without  k 
diTision. 

The  third  ameDdmeot  o{  ibe  Senate  propoaed 
to  coDtinae  the  UediterraDcan  food  until  the  3lst 
of  December  aext,  iniiead  of  continuiag  to  the 
eod  of  the  next  lestion  of  Gongreaa. 

Mr.  J.  Randolpb  nid,  he  did  not  see  the  purpose 
forwhicblhiaameDdmeni  was  made.  HeJoeliered 
it  wu  no  part  of  the  intention' of  tbe  Senate  to 
relieve  the  puhlic  hardens.  He  hoped  the  bill 
would  be  tuBeied  to  die  a  nataral  death. 

Mr.  OoLDBBOBODoa  thou^tht  the  stDendmeut 
of  the  Benite  correct.  His  idea  was  not  to  im- 
pose burdens  nnQecessarilr  on  the  people. 

A  concurrence  in  this  amendment  was  agreed- 
to — ayes  33. 

Mr.  J-  R'AHDOU-B. — I  will  now  move  that  the 
House  insiat  on  their  disagreemeat  to  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate.  Oentlemen  will  recoUeet 
to  hare  heard  it  assigned  a*  a  good  reasoi: 
Totin^  agftinit  an  increase  of  the  military:  force, 
that  It  involved  new  bardeos  on  the  people.  The 
House  ought  to  be  boatile  to  such  a  measure 
emanating  from  the  Senate.  It  appeared  to  me 
at  the  last  session,  and  a  more  mature  considera- 
tion confirms  me  in  the  opinioa,  that  according 
to  the  true  construction  of  the  Constitution,  the 
Senate  have  not  a  right  to  add  to  the  harden*  of 
the  United  States.    Tb«r  bave  no  right  to 

ginate  bills  for  raising  revenue;  bntu  fou 

them  ft  bill  for  imiaing  r  limited  Nvcane  on  pac 


licular  articles,  if  tbev  have  a  right  to  amend  it, 
by  adding  a  million  derived  from  other  articles, 
then  the  right  of  this  House  to  originate  money 
' '"  is  altogether  on  illusory  provision.  Tbe 
taxes  too  are  imposed  oq  the  people,  and  not  on 
the  States,  whien  the  Senate  represent.  They 
are  the  grant  of  the  people  alone,  and  it  is  com- 
petent to  Ibis  House,  and  to  no  other  body,  to  add 
one  single  cent  to  the  burdens  of  tbe  people. 
Tbey  are  our  free  gift  and  grant,  and  as  such 
may  be  acceded  toby  ihe  other  co-ordinate  branch- 
es of  this  QovernmeDt.  But  if  they  do  not  ac- 
cept what  we  offer,  they  cannot  modify  it  lo  la 
to  affect  the  qaanium  of  lax.  or  the  object  of  tax- 
ation. I  know  that  to  the  Senate  is  reserved  the 
power  of  amending  money  bills  ;  but  a  fair  con- 
struction of  this  provision  will  coufioe  it  to  the 
details  of  the  bill,  and  restrain  Jh em  from  affecting 
the  IcadiniF  principles ;  the  quantum  of  tax  or  iis 
objects.  For  if  they  possess  the  power  of  vary- 
ing the  objects  or  altering  the  quantum,  tbe  pow- 
er reserved  to  this  House  is  illnsory.  My  distinc- 
tion is  not  supported  by  prevarication  or  quibble, 
but  on  sound  principles  of  common  sense.  Tbe 
power  was  put  inio  our  hands,  because  the  con- 
vention knew  that  although  iney  established  a 
confederated  government,  that  the  burdens  were 
to  fall  on  tb^  people,  and  not  on  the  States;  and 
that,  therefore,  the  Representatives  of  the  people 
and  not  of  the  States  had  a  right  to  origioata 

I  am  glad  to  find  the  temper  of  the  House  so 
favorably  cbaaged  from  the  last  session.  1  would 
rather  .''ee  this  bill  stand  as  it  is,  than  that  tbe 
duty  of  eight  cents  only  shonld  be  t^ken  off.  Yon, 
Mr.  S p ease r,  must  recollect  tbe  manner  in  which 
those  eight  cents  were  laid  on;  and  tbejiersonsby 
whom  they  were  laid  on.  The  tax  was  imposed  at 
the  latter  end  of  the  session  when  there  was  a  thin 
House,  after  a  previous  attempt  to  increase  the 
duty  had  been  rejected,  and  when  many  member* 
in  unsuspicious  confidence  had  leA  their  seals,  tt 
was  passed  like  some  other  bills — like  some  bills 
passed  this  session,  because  members  quitting  their 
great  duties  on  this  floor, suffer  important  laws  to 
be  passed,  unmindful  of  their  contents,  while  they 
are  writing  letters  and  reading  newspapers. 

I  understand  (hat  it  bos  been  urged  a^  a  reason 
for  continuing  this  duty  of  twelve  cents  on  salt, 
that  it  is  pledged  for  tbe  payment  of  the  pablio 
debt.  I  ihouzht  the  point  had  been  settled  on  the 
repeal  of  the  mternal  taxes,  and  that  we  had  then 
established  the  principle  that  it  was  our  duty  ontr 
to  provide  the  means  for  paying  that  debt  1 
should  indeed  feel  ashamed,  if,  after  six  year*,  in 
the  first  of  which  we  repealed  all  the  internal 
taxes,  the  only  boon  given  to  our  coostiiuenta 
should  be  to  take  off  merely  the  duty  of  eight 
cents  on  salt,  a  lax  originally  laid  by  chicane.  la 
relation  to  the  duty  on  salt,  and  the  propriety  of 
dispensing  with  it  now,  1  wish  the  House  to  keep 
in  mind  one  imnortant  fact,  which  I  hope  the 
people  will  never  lose  sight  of — that  supposing  the 
expenses  of  Government  remain  nearly  stationary, 
such  is  bur  augmentation  of  revenue  from  tbe  in- 
cuasc  sf  wealth  and  population  of  the  naiioni 


dbyGoo^le 


HISTORY  OF  CONaRBSS. 


H.  opR. 


FBBRUAH7,  180T. 


ihat  the  people  hare  a  right  to  erpeet  to  be  re 
liered  ia  proponioo  to  the  existing  taxes.  If  i[ 
tweniy  years  our  resources  double,  surely  ihi 
people  would  have  a  right  to  expect  that  half 
the  amount  of  duties  i/ould  be  taken  ofF— not 
onlf  because  the  moaef  would  not  he  waaled,  hat 
for  another  mart  importaat  reason:  In  pro- 
portion  to  the  increase  of  populatioo,  is  the  ili£- 
enliy  of  procuring  auhsisience;  and  ifat  present 
m  man  in  America,  where,  thank  God  1  we  have 
elbow  room,  cait  afford  to  pny  a  tax  of  one  dollar, 
when  our  population  becomes  as  thick  as  Ihat  at 
China,  we  cannot  afford  to  pay  so  much.  I  have 
DO  more  to  say,  than  to  hope  that  we  shall  set 
the  Senate  an  example,  which  I  am  sorry  we  did 
not  set  them  the  last  year,  to  convince  them  they 
hare  no  right  to  dictate  to  this  nation  ihe'quan- 
tnm  of  lax  la  he  levied,  or  its  objects.  Sooner 
tban  admit  this  principle,  I  would  vote  a  tax  fire 
times  the  amount,  provided  it  originated  exclu- 
sively from  the  proper  source. 

Mr.  Amtos.— Lest  it  should  be  supposed  I 
give  mv  vote  on  this  occasioii  for  the  reasons 
assijfDed  by  the  gentlemen  from  Virginia,  I  will 
state  them  to  the  House.  Is  it-  possible  that  it 
can  be  conceived  by  any  man  that  the  Senate  do 
not  posses  the  power  they  have  exercised  in  this 
iBsiance  1  Do  they  propose  to  add  a  single  cent, 
to  the  burdens  of  the  People  or  to  the  revenue  1 
You  propose  to  take  off  tne  whole  duty  on  salt, 
while  they  propose  to  take  off  only  eight  cents. 
On  the  other  hand,  you  propose  to  take  off  the 
Mediterranean  fund,  not  until  the  end  of  the  next 
tesaioa  of  Congress,  while  they  propose  Co  lake 
it  off  00  the  31sl  of  December.  Where  then  is 
the  inroad  of  the  Senate  upon  vour  Constitu- 
tional power,  which  is  so  mnch  talked  oC?  I  for 
one  am  not  sorry  that  I  voted  al  the  last  session 
to  recede  from  our  disagreemeat  wi[h  the  Senate 
OD  this  subject.  But  what  has  that  to  do  with 
this  question?  The  only  questiou  then  wat, 
whether  we  should  continue  for  one  year  the  Me- 
diterranean fnnd.  Under  existing  circumstances, 
I  contend  that  that  was  a  good  vote — a  vote 
which  has  enabled  us  to  meet  internal  and  exter- 
nal danger,  and  which  enables  us  now  to  dispense 
with  the  whole  duty  on  salt.  I  am  glad  I  voted 
■I  I  did,  and  I  wish  the  nation  to  know  it.  My 
miud  has  undergone  no  change  since  the  close  of 
the  last  session.  I  have  the  same  impressions 
DOW  that  I  liad  then.  If  the  Senate  attempt  any 
innovation,  1  shall  he  as  feady  as  any  man  to 
repel  it,  but  it  is  impossible  for  any  man  under 
heaven  to  think  this  such. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Hi.  Smilib  said  he  felt  much  mortification  on 
this  occasion.  If  any  gentleman  were  disposed 
to  make  a  popular  harangue  this  was  doubtless 
a  proper  occasion  ;  but 

Mr.  Babbbt  asked  whether  ibese  remarks  were 
in  order — whether  any  question  were  depending. 

Hr.  Bprakbr  said  the  motion  to  insist  was 
sometimes  made  in  this'  stage,  although  the  gen- 
eral coarse  was  to  advise  the  Senate  of  the  disa- 
greement  of  the  House  to  their  afnendments. 

Hr.  J.  RaxDOLPH  withdrew  the  laoiion  to  iosist. 


Mr.  Tkohas  renewed  it  to  give  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  an  opportunity  lo  be  heard. 

Mr.  Smilie  said  he  had  taken  it  for  granted,  as 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  been  heard  on 
a  motion  before  the  House,  be  had  a  right  to  be 
heard  in  reply.  He  did  not,  however,  at  that 
late  period  of  the  session  rise  to  waste  the  lime 
of  the  House.  He  had  alceady  observed  that  the 
subject  before  them  was  a  very  good  one  for  any 
gentleman  w^o  wished  lo  make  a  popular  speech ; 
but.  he  would  ask,  wheihei  entering  into  a  dis* 
cussioD  cf  the  rights  of  the  Senate  was  faithfully 
discharging  their  public  duty atsuchatimel  For 
bimselrbe  had  no  disposition  to  quarrel  with  the 
Senate.  He  thought  harmony  between  the  two 
branches  Essential  to  the  public  good.  We  have 
now  liiiy-fbur  bills  before  us.  Are  gentlemen 
serving  the  couoCry  when  they  are  making  long 
speeches  upon  such  an  occasion?  We  ought 
now,  I  thinx,  to  proceed  with  the  public  busiuesL 
and  hold  our  lotigues  as  much  as  possible;  ana 
at  all  events  to  suspend  long  speeches  until  the 

Mr.  RuEA,  of  Tennessee. — As  to  what  haii  fall- 
en from  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  I  will 
only  say,  that  I  trouble  the  House  as  little  as 
any  member  «n  this  floor.  With  regarid  to  the 
remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia-,  it  wai 
wKb  surprise  that  I  heard  the  proceedings  of  the 
last  session  brought  into  view.  At  that  time  I 
was  opposed  to  repealing  the  duties  On  salt.  My 
reason  wtfs,  that  the  information  on  whicb  it  was 
founded  did  not  come  from  the  proper  source. 
This  inclined  me  to  think,  that  the  proceeds  of 
thai  tax  mi^ht  be  necessary  for  public  service. 
That  impression  isnDwreraoved,and  I  shall,  there- 
fore, vote  for  the  repeat.  1  then  held  the  doe- 
trine,  and  I  still  continue  to  hold  it,  that  if  this 
House  send  to  the  Senate  a  bill  to  raise  ("erenue, 
thev  have  a  power  to  assent  or  not  to  aseent  lo  it. 
If  they  do  not  possess  this  power  they  are  &  useless 
body.  I  did  not  say  they  had  power  to  ovjgioate 
money  bills :  I  only  coaiecded  that  they  had 
the  power  to  say  whether  they  would  repeal  or  not 
a  bill  relating  to  revenue.  The  contrary  doctrine 
I  have  never  beard  preached  before  (his  day,  and 
1  hope  never  again  to  hear  it  contended  for.  As 
to  the  observations  of  the  geDtleman  with  rmrd 
to  passing  laws  in  a  thin  House,  when  the  Jour> 
nals  go  out  to  the  nation,  my  name' will  be  foand 
at  every  question  taken. 

Mr.  J,  Randolph.— Notwithstanding  the  re- 
buke which  the 'House  has  received  from  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  I  must  conceive 
myself  at  liberty  to  say  something  on  it,  when 
the  gentleman  himself,  in  order  to  entitle  himself 
lo  toe  right  of  debate,  had  to  get  a  friend  to  re- 
new the  motion.  I  dotiot  blame  the  gentlemait 
for  renewing  the  motion  ;  on  the  contrary,  had  I 
known  the  gentleman  wished  to  say  anytning,  I 
should  not  have  withdrawn  it.  My  reason  f« 
withdrawing  it  was  the  fear  that  the  Senate 
would  give  us  an  adhering  vole.  If,  instead  of 
sixty,  there  were  sixlji  thousand  bills  on  our  table, 
I  should  feel  myself  justified,  if  it  were  in  the 
last  half  hoar  of  the  tessioD,  in  entering  my  pro- 
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leat  agaiDft  wh»t  I  coDiidered  an  uncoastitu- 
tioDiJ  exercise  of  power,  evea  br  this  House,  aad 
if  so,  how  much  more  juaiifiea  am  I,  ai  one  of 
the  RepreBentatirei  of, the,  people,  la  opposing 
sach  ao  pDeonstiiutiooal  graip.of  power  oy  the 
other  branch.  Bat  ii  teenu  that  tne  K^atlemaa 
from  Pennsylvania  does  not  consider  this  grasp  of 
power  as  uocoostiniCional,  and  his  creed,  like  thai 
of  Alhanaaina.  is  iorallible.  Krery  man  whodis- 
belicTeih  is  damned.  Let  the  gentleman,  if  he 
pleases,  Mf  he  does  not  Seliere  as  other  gentle- 
men do.  and  therefore  he  will  not  7otewitb  ibem; 
but  don't  let  him.  Id  his  canonicals,  come  forward 
■Dd  impose  his  belief  Oq  the  House.  So  far  from 
considering  it  an  noDecessarf  consumption  of 
time,  ">  inquire  into  great  Constitntional  ques- 
tions, I  do  thfn^  thai  this  species  of  discussion 
tends  more  to  the  public  good  than  any  other  exer- 
cise of  OUT  fVeedoia  of  speech  to  the  public  good. 
Shall  we  sit  here  discussing  bills  for  days  for  the 
relief  of  William  Eflton  and  Oliver  Pollock  ant 
when  great  Constiidiioqat  qnestions  present tnem- 
aelves.  vote  by  ayes  and  hoes  7 

Before  I  sit  dowD,  I  will  obserTe,  that  when  ] 
apoVe  of  the  absence  of  members,  I  alluded  ti 
times  before  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  or 
ipayself  had  a  jseat  on  this  floor ;  nor  can  the  House 
imagine  thai,  when  I  spoke  of  such  a  change  of 
temper,  I  thought  of  this  member  or  that.  I 
spoke  of  the  temper  of  the  House  genefally,  and 
not  of  any  particular  members,  whom  I  scarcely 
think  of  in  the  House,  or  out  of  it.  Had  we  exer- 
cised the  last  year  the  same  firmness,  as  I  trust 
we  shall  exercise  this  year,  we  should  have  got 
rid  of  the  tax. 

My  opinion  is,  that  continuing  (he  Mediterra- 
nean fund  is  as  mDch  originating  a  tax  as  if  a 
special  bill  impoaing  a  new  tax  were  passed  ;  and 
«a  the  Senate  hare  no  rwht  to  originate  money 
bills  in  the  firai  instance,  I  lay  they  oare  no  right 
by  prevarication  or  ciroumTantion,  under  ih;  cover 
of  repealing  a  tax  on  salL  to  continue  the  duties 
which  qoDstitute  the  Mediteriaofao  fund.  This 
Honae  has  said  we  will  give  the  MediterraneeD 
fand  in  lieu  of  the  salt  tax,.  The  Senate  say  ihey 
will  take  twelve-twentieths  of  the  salt  tax  like- 
vise.  We  have  a  right,  as  Representatives  of  the 
people,  ta  lay  that  we  will  not  give  a  single  cent 
more  than  we  have  already  yielded.  This  is  my 
ground.  It  mav.  in  the  opinion  of  some  gentle- 
men, be  unienaole;  but  belisving  it  to  be  a  great 
Constitntional  qnestion,  I  wilt  contend  for  it  with 
my  last  breath.  It  has  been  suggested  to  me  1^ 
the  gentleman  from  Oeorgia,  that  if  the  motion 
to  insist  be  withdrawn,  he  will  more  to  adhere. 

Mr.  LroN  contended  for  the  right  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  exercise  the  power  assumed  by  them  on 
this  occasion. 

Mr.  TaoxAs. — I  renewed  the  motion  to  insist, 
that  the  gentleman  from  Penniylrania  might 
^ave  an  opportunity  lo  reply;  but  as  I  do  not 
think  tbe  orderly  course  of  procednrn  between 
the  two  Houses  on  a  disagreement  of  votes  either 
to  resolve  to  insist  or  adhere,  bnt  to  send  beck 
the  bill  With  our  non-concurrence  in  their  amend- 


ments ;  being  in  favor  of  this  course  on  this  occa- 
sion, I  wilt  withdraw  my  motion  to  insisr. 

Mr.  EiBLT. — I  am  glsd  the  gentleman  has 
withdrawn  this  motion,  as  I  have  been  of  opinion 
from  the  commencement  of  this  discussion  that 
tbe  proper  motion  was  to  adhere,  because  I  tbink 
thai  motion  will  bring  the  subject  before  the  two 
Houses  to  a  point.  If  we  resoTre  to  adhere,  there 
will  be  an  end  of  the  present  consumption  of 
time.  Whereas,  if  we  do  not  resolve  to  adhere, 
we  shall  pnt  oonelvea  in  the  power  of  the  ether 
branch  of  the  Legislature.  If  we  insist,  the  other 
branch  may  resolve  to  adhere;  or  suppose  we 
oitty  send  them  our  disagreement  to  dieir  amend- 
ments, and  they  adhere — where  are  we?  Bither 
eourse  wonid  put  the  Honse  at  the  mercy  of  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature.  I  hope  that  the 
House  will  adhere.  I  wish  to  see  whether  the 
House  ia  determined  to  adhere  at  all  evenly;  fw 
ive  th      '      " 


Ltdn  opposed  adhering;  allhotigh  willing 
^     very  proper  lena'   -    ■   ■       ' 
concnrrence,  he  was  I 


3  go  every  proper  length  to  brin^  the  Senate  to  a 
'  )  for  doing  it  in  a  complaia- 


.._  iT. 

Mr.  R.  Nelson  was  reatlv  not  a  tittle  aston- 
ished to  behold  so  sudden  a  change  as  be  bad  fre- 
quently seen  in  the  course  of  the  session  in  the 
opinion  of  memliers,  and  of  which  be  was  a  lit- 
tle apprehensive  in  this  ease.  He  would  ask  what 
reason  had  occurred  to  induce  them  to  cbanse 
fheir  opinion,  since  this  subject  was  hefoie  under 
dieconioD,  How  this  out-of-door  business  was 
managed  he  could  not  tell.  It  was  such,  however, 
as,  if  persisted  in,  would  ruin  tbe  nation.  After 
a  fnlltexpreasion  of  sentiment,  placed  oi|  record,  a 
sight  intervenes,  and  gentlemen  come  next  morn- 
ing and  vole  directly  difTereui  from  their  voice  of 
the  day  preceding.  A  lamentably  instance  of  this 
had  occurred  in  the  case  of  the  Post  0£ce  biU. 
He'wonid  repeat  it,  what  had  had  turned  up  to 
roalie  the  House  give  a  diSerent  vote  from  that 
given  on  the  oridnal  billl.  He  hoped  the  House 
woold  adhere.  He  believed  it  would  be  good 
policy  to  do  sa  He  seemed  inclined  lo  think  the 
Senate  had  stepped  out  of  their  proper  orbit  in 
proposing  these  amendments.  If  the  Senate  could 
exercise  sDch  a  power,  there'was  an  end  to  tbe 
Constitutional  proTision  on  tbe  subject  of  money 
bills.      - 

Mr.  ftomcY  said  that  the  principle  laid  down 
bv  the  gentleman  from  Virgmia  did  not  apply. 
They  had  sent  a  bill  to  the  Senate  repealing  two 
acts  imposing  duties  on  salt,  and  for  coniinuinc 
the  Mediterranean  fund.  Tbe  Senate  have  agreM 
to  repeal  one  of  tbe  acts  laying  a  duty  on  salt, 
bnt  refused,  to  repeal  the  o^ner,  proposing  at  the 
same  lime  to  continue  the  Mediterranean  fund 
'  ir  a  shorter  .time.  -  How  then  can  gentlemen 
ly,  that  here  is  a  Constitntional  invasion  of  our 
iwersby  theSenatel  If  we  had  sent  separate 
bills,  conid  any  gentleman  say  that  they  had  a 
right  to  agree  to  the  one  and  not  to  the  other  1 
And  (bey  bad  surelv  the  same  right,  when  both 
objects  Were  inserted  in  ooelill. 
Mr,  Shilie  said  he  believed  there  was  little 
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differeoce  in  the  Hoiue  on  ihia  subject,  ■nd  he 
had  therefore  thought  it  uouecessary  lo  say  aoy- 
thing  on  it.    He  hoped  they  would  all  agree  to 

Mr.  Rhea,  of  Teoiieuee,  repeated  thai  he  was 
in  faTor  of  adhering;  not  bowftrer  under  any- 
impretBion  that  there  was  any  force  in  the  arga- 
meoti  of  the  g^nilemao  from  Virginia  relative  to 
the  alleged  aasumBlion  of  power  by  the  Senate. 
It  was  trne  that  (he  right  of  originating  money 
bills  was  exclmirely  Tested  in  the  Hoiue;  but  it 
was  equally  Irne  that  ihe  Senate  bad  the  right  to 
modify  br  amend  them;  and  in  the  preienl  case, 
the  argament  was  exceedingly  misplaced,  as  in- 
Btead  of  prolonging^  they  had  shortened  toe  con- 
tinuance of  the  duties. 

Mr.  Golds  BOS  00  OR  .—The  House  have  deter- 
mined to  disagree  to  the  ameadments  of  the  Sen- 
ate, and  the  motion  now  made  it  to  adhere  to  our 
original  bill.  According  to  ihe  nsages  between 
Ibe  two  bodien,  it  is  common,  in  this  stage  of  (he 
business,  to  appoint  a  committee  of  conference ; 
but  if  the  object,  by  adhering,  be  to  waJTe  all 
committees  of  conference,  I  approve  of  it.  And 
jf  it  be  meant,  when  tba  Honse  is  f^ll,  to  coao- 
teract  any  Tote  that  might  be  given  by  a  smaller 
number,  I  equally  spproTe  it.  My  opinion  is  that 
the  salt  tax  operates  oppressively  upon  the  coun- 
try, and  I  am  therefore  for  repealing  it;  and  my 
only  reason  for  cootinaing  the  Medilerran 
fbnd  is,  that  it  releases  the  country  from  this 

The  question  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and 
on  adhering  to  the  original  bill,  and  earr 
yeas  93,  nays  SO,  as  follows : 

YiiB-^Efui  Aleiander,  Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Isaac 
Anderson,  John  Archer,  David  Bud,  Joseph  Baiker, 
Barwall  Btwetl,  Geoi^  H.  Bedinger,  Silas  Betton, 
William  W.  Bibb,  Barqsbas  Bidwall,  John  Blske,  jr., 
Hioims  Bltfant,  Robert  BrOwn,  William  A.  Bnrwell, 
WilUsn  Botlet,  John  Caaipbsll,  J^u  Chandler,  Mar- 
tin OhitteDd«n,HalbewCUT,  Frederick  C<>niad,Bich' 
aid  Calta,  Eira  Daity,  John  DawMm,  Elia*  Evie, 
Paler  Early,  Jamea  Elliot,  Otleb  Elliis  Bbtineier  El- 
met,  William  Ely,  John  W.Eppes,  Wilham  Fiadley, 
James  Fisk,  JamM  M.  Gametl,  Chaile*  Galdaborough, 
FetenoD  Goodnja,  AodreK  Gregg,  BiluHalaev.Jti^n 
Hamilton,  Wm.  Helms,  Jamea  Holland,  David  Holmes, 
David  Hough,  Walter  Jona^,  Thomas  Kenan,  Nehe- 
tniah  Knight,  John  Lambert,  Joaeph  Lewis,  jun., 
Henry  W.  Livingaton,  Edward  Lloyd,  Duncan  Mc- 
Farland,  Robert  h{anan,  David  Meiivrelher,  Thomas 
Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Jonathan  O. 
Moselv,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Soger  Nelson,  Gideon  Olin, 
l^othy  Pitkin,  jr.,  John  Pugh,  John  Randidpfa,  John 
Rea,  of  Pennsylvania,  J(dm  Shea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob 
Richards,  Martin  O.  Schnnetnan,  Ebeneier  -Seaver, 
Jamee  Sloan,  Deonia  Bmelt,*  John  Bmilie,  Jidu  Smith, 
Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Sontliaid,  Ridwid  Stanfoid, 
Joseph  Blanton,  William  Stedman,  Samnol  Taggut, 
Benjamin  TaUmadga,  Fhilip  R.  Thompson,  Thomas 
W.  Thompeon,  Abren  Trigg,  Joseph  B.  Vsmnin, 
FeliV  WedawoTth,  John  Wbitebill,  Itobert  Whitahi^ 
David  R.  Williams,  Marmadake  Williams,  Alexander 
Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  uid  Josei^  Winston. 

Nits — John  Claiborne,  Orchard  Cook,  Samuel  W, 
Dana,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Seth  Haitinga.  Matthew  Lyon, 
Jeaiah  Hasleia,  Williaiu  HcCreerj,  Gurdon  B.  Hum- 


ford,  Thomas  Newton,  jr.,  Josuth  Qoincy,  John  Ro*- 
kII,  Peter  Bailly,  Thomas  Samnums,  Satonel  Tenney, 
David  Thomas,  Uri  Tracy,  Philip  Van  Coitlandt,  Mat- 
thew Wslton,  and  Bliphalet  Wickes. 

A  short  time  after,  a  message  wBs  teceired  from 
the  Senate,  stating  that  they  had  considered  the 
disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  this  bill, 
and  bad  resolved  to  adhere  to  all  their  amend* 

As  the  vote  to  adhere  is  final,  and  has  in  this  in- 
stance been  passed  by  both  Houses^  the  bUl  it  lotL 
The  consequence  is,  (hat  (he  duties  .composing 
what  is  called,  the  MediterraoeaD  fund  will  cense 
with  the  present  session,  and  the  dutiei  on  aalt  be 


PnrDAT,  Febmary  S7. 

An  engroned  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled 
"  An  act  to  regulate  and  £x  the  compensation  of 
clerks,  and  to  authorize  the  laying  out  of  certain 
public  roads,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  read  the 
third  lime,  and  passed. 

The'  House  tesolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  hi  relief  of  Oliver  Pollock. 
The  bill  was  reported  without  amendmeat  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time 
this  day. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  sent  from 
this  Honse,  entitled  "An  act  making  approptia- 
lions  for  finishing  Ihe  South  wiog  of  the  Capitol, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  wiih  several  aiaend- 
ments;  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
this  House. 

IMPORTATION  OF  SLAVES. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  made  an  animated  speech 

in  onler  lo  show  that  the  eighth  section  of  (he  act 

Erobibiting  the  importation  of  sikves  into  the 
Inited  States  involved  Ihe  exercise  of  a  powvr 
not  possessed  by  Congress,  which  was  subversive 
of  the  rights  of  property  of  the  holders  of  slavey 
and  which  mignt  eventuate  in  their  general 
emancipation;  and  concluded  by  asking  leave  to 
present  a  bill  lo  explain  and  amend  that  act. 

Al^er  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  Golosbos* 
onQB,  ^tifCT.  LvON,  PiBK,  and  Sihlie,  Mr.  J. 
Rahoolfb,  varied  bis  motionj  so  as  to  appoint! 
committee  to  bring  in  a  bill.  This  motion  waa 
agreed  to — yeas  61, 

A  short  time  after,  Mr.  Randolpb  presented 
from  the  committee  the  following  explanatory  acL 
"  Whereas  doubts  have  arisen,  01  gisy  sHmi  touehing 
Ihe  oonstmction  of  the  eighth  soetion  of  the  act  of 
which  this  act  is  explanatory,  and  whereas  CtmgrcM 
diaclaim  and  disavow  all  OonstitatioQal  right,  Ihle,  or 
authoiin  whataoever,  by  any  legislative  act,  in  any  wise 
lo  abridge,  modi^,  or  afleet  the  right  of  property  of 
masters  of  alavea,  not  imported  into  the  United  Slalae, 
oontnrj  lolaw,  in  and  loaodialaTei;  Iherelwe.  ' 

"Sac.  1.  BtitenacUd,bylitSauUQnd  Hmue^ 
RepratntaHva  of  Ihe  Vmttd  SMa  of  Amtriea,  mi 
CorwrcM  atttmblai,  Ttial  nothing  contained  in  the 
eighUi  or  any  other  aection  of  the  afoioasid  act,  aball 
be  construed  to  abridge,  modify,  or  afleet,  ia  any  maniMi 
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wbatorer,  the  ftUl,  complete,  *oil  abialnte  right  of  prop- 
•r^  of  th«  omiar  or  muter  of  uiy  hUtg,  inch  ■!■*« 
not  being  imported  contrary  to  law,  in  and  to  inch 
■lave ;  and  mch  owner,  or  muter,  u  albTenid,  ehell 
not  be  ntbjected  to  «iy  diubitiqr,  or  liable  to  an;  fine, 
or  forfeiture,  althaugh aaclk " *' 


le  port.or  place  within  tbe  United  Bta,te«, 
lo  an;  other  port  or  place,  in  a  (eewl  ol'\^ti  barden 
than  ibit;  tona." 

The  act,  h4TiBg  be«a  read  twice.  Mr.  J.  Rah- 
DOLrH  mored  that  it  be  «igtoBse(r  for  a  third 
reading. 

Mr.  ^IMOT  moTed  its  reference  to  a  Commit- 
t««  of  ib»  Whole. 

Mr.  J.  R^iiooLPH  warmlr  opposed  this  motion. 
He  set  forth  tbe  deep  stake  the  Soalbern  States 
had  iaiaainediBiely  arrest iog  the  uivaiiou  of  their 
rights  made  by  the  eighth  section,  and  tbe  eon- 
ae(|ueni  Deceuii;  of  passing  the  expliDatory  law 
this  session,  which  would  not  be  done,  aoless  it 
passed  tbe  House  without  delay,  a*  it  was  in  the 
power  of  a  single  member  of  the  Senate  to  pre- 
vent the  passage  of  a  bill  unless  read  on  three 
several  days.  He  added  that  be  trusted,  if  this 
bill  did  not  pass,  that  the  Virginia  delegation 
WQuld  wait  on  the  President,  to  remonstrate 
■gainst  his  gifiog  bis  sanction  to  tbe  act  vfaiicb 
bad  passed. 

Messrs.  FiftE,  Q,u:Hcr,  Thomas,  and  Rnu  of 
Tennessee,  advocated  tbe  reference  of  the  bill  to 
a  Comnlitieeof  tbe  Wbole,  and  its  being  printed, 
previously  tocii&sideration.  Tbey  ejtptessed  tbeir 
willingness  to  agree  to  any  proposition,  that 
should  not  go  to,  hazard  tbe  great  objects  of  the 
bill  passed  by  the  two  Housec;  bat  their  indispo- 
cition  to  act  prwipitatety  on  a  subject  of  so  much 
importance. 

The  questioQ  was  tben  taken  on  referring  the 
bill  to  a  Committee  of  the  Wbole  j  and  earned— 
yeaa  58,  nays  40. 

Mr.  i.  RiNDOLFH  moved  that  it  be  tnade  tbe 
order  for  this  day. 

A  motion  was  alio  made  to  make  it  tbe  order 
for  to-moirow. 

On  this  last  motioa  tbe  yeas  and  nays  were 
taken,  and  were  yeas  &0,  nays  49,  as  follows: 

Ts^m— Willis  Alaloa,  junior,  Daiid  Bard,  Jou^ 
Barker,  George  H.  Bedinger,  Sitsi  Betton,  Banubu 
Bidwell,  John  Bkke,  jonior,  Robert  Brown,.  John 
ChandloT,  Martk  Chittenden,  Frederick  Conrad,  Or- 
chard Oook,  Bkbaid  Cqtla,  Sm  Daibr,  John  I>aren> 


OraHi,  Bilu  HeloaT,  Jdin.  Hamillon,  Beth  Hastings, 
Willisin  Hehua,  David  Heagb,  Mehuniab  Knight, 
J(^  I^mbert,  Duncan  MeFarlaud,  Josiah  Hasten, 
Ntehidaa  B.  Hooie,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Monnw, 
Jonathan  O.  Moeely,  Qnraon  6:  Homford,  Jeremiah 
MolMD,  (Hdeon  Olin,  John  PorlerrJohn  Pugb,  Jonsh 
QnincT,  John  Khea  of  Tetuteare,  Jacob  Kebarda, 
jobn  Rnnell,  Eb«iiM«i  8eanr,  Jamea  Sloan,  John 
Smilie,  Surael  Smith,  Uetarj  Southard,  Joseph  Bt*n- 
lon,  William  Btedman,  Ssmnel  Te^rt,  Benjamin 
TaUmadge,  David  Thomaa,  Thomas  W.  Thoupton, 
Dri  Tru^,  JoMph  B.  Varaum,  John  WhitebiU,  Robert 


WhilehiU,  Eliphalet  Wjckea,  and  Marmaduke  Wik 
tiams. 

Nai I — Evan  Aleiaoder,  Isaac  Anderson,  John  Ar- 
cher, Btirwdl  Bsseett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Tboma* 
Btonnt,  Wnitun  A.  Barwell,  Wiltiam  Buller,  John 
Cunpbetl,  John  Claiborne,  Msttbew  Clay,  JiAn  CIop- 
loD,  Leonard  Covington,  John  Dawson,  Eliis  Earle, 
Peter  Early,  John  W.  Eppes,  John  Fowler,  James  M. 
Oamett,  PetataOn  Goodwyn  Jamea  Holland,  David 
Holmes,  Walter  Jones,  James  KeDy,  Thomaa  Kenan, 
Joseph  Lewis,  iqnior,  Edward  Lloyd,  Matthew  Lyon, 
Patrick  MagmdN,  Robert  Marion,  William  McCreery, 
Thomas  Moore,  Roger  Nalaon,  Thomas  Newton,  Init., 
John  Randolph,  Tbomu  Sammooe,  Thomas  Bandibrd, 
Martin  G.  Bchuneman,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Hnulha 
Rifhard  Stanfbid,  Semoel  Tenney,  Pbilip  R.  Thonqv 
■on  Matthew  Waltooi  David  R.  WiUiama,  Nathan 
Williams,  Richard  Winn,  Joseph  Winston, and  Thmnae 

DUTIB8  ON  SALT. 

Tbe  House  haTing  agreed  lo  consider  the  re- 
port of  tbe  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  gen- 
eral approprfatioD  bill — 

Mr.  Alston  said,  he  was  of  opinion  that  the 
vote  of  adherence  given  yesterday  was  precipi- 
tate. When  ibey  voted  to  adhere,  be  believed 
tbey  had  done  that  for  which  there  was  no  exam- 
ple. To  show  the  House  the  object  which  he  had 
in  view,  he  was  for  recommitting  tbis^  bill  to  a 
Committee  of  tbe  whole  House.  He  would  read 
a  motion  which  be  tben  meanc  to  make,  which 
he  thought  would  meet  with  the  approbation  of 
tbe  Senate ;  which  was,  to  vary  the  provisioos  of 
the  bill,  which  bad  been  lost,  so  that  the  duty  of 
eight  cents  oo  salt  should  be  discontinued  on  the 
first  of  July,  that  of  twelve  cents  on  tbe  first  day 
of  January  next,  and  the  Mediterranean  fund  on 
tbefirsl  day  of  January.  Hb  motion  would  also 
embrace  twop  revisions,  without  which  it  Would 
have  been  difficult  to  have  carried  the  bill  into 
effect. 

Mr.  J.  RAitnoLPR  hoped  that  the  bill  would  not 
be  reeommltted.  We  have  proposed,  said  he^  to 
lake  the  ezlsting  duly  from  salt,  and  the  Senate 
have  rejected  out  proposition,  ff  any  proposition 
is  to  be  made  on  this  subject,  it  ought  to  come 
from  that  House.  I  have,  indeed,  heard  that  such 
a  proposition  will  come  from  that  quarter.  If, 
bowevcTj  we  pass  any  such  thing,  lliope  it  will 
be  done  in  its  proper  place,  tf  the  House  are  dis- 
posed to  pass  a  similafT  bill  to  that  which  has  been 
lost,!  have  no  objectioD  to  it. 

Mr.  Alston  said,  he  thought  it  more  decorous 
in  the  House,  as  they  had  given  tbe  first  vote  to 
adhere,  to  make  this  attempt,  than  to  expect  it 
from  the  Senate. 

Mr.  BiswELL  said,  if  in  order,  be  hoped  the 
motion  to  commit  would  prevail ;  as  the  object 
seemed  extremely  desirable  to  a  large  majority  of 
the  House.  He  would  rather  it  had  been  made 
the  subject  of  a  separate  bill ;  but,^  from  the  ex- 
treme lateness  of  the  season,  it  might  be  best  to 
introduce  it  into  this. 

Mr.  Eppeb  said,  it  appeared  to  him  anew  tbinc 
to  see  such  •  motion  introduced  into  the  general 
appropriation  bitL    He  was  not,  indeed,  ready  at 
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once  to  say,  whelhtt  it  was  correct  to  orij^ioate ; 
such  a  bilf,  after  the  principle  contaioed  in  it  bad 
beeo  rejected.  He  would  rather  see  ihe  object 
prorided  for  in  a  separate  bill,  for  the  passage  of 
wbich  ample  time  remained. 

Mr.  SuiLiE  said,  the  bill  was,  in  substaoce,  dif- 
ferent  from  that  which  had  been  IobI.  He,  there- 
fore,  ooosidered  the  motion  in  order. 

Mr.  BcRwELL  said,  as  there  was  a  difference  of 
opinion,  he  hoped  gentlemen  would  not  press  fhe 

5 resent  motion,  but  move  for  Ifave  to  bring  in  a 
istioct  bill.  He  confessed  he  feit  reluctance  in 
goin^  home,,  after  losing  a  miltioD  of  dollars,  and 
eontiDUing  the  most  opprHsive  tax  in  force  in  the 
Uqited  Stales.  It  appeared  to  him  that  the  ob- 
JMt  of  the  present  motion  was  essentialljr  differ- 
ent from  that  whiehhad  been  lost.  This  propos- 
ed a  gradual,  that  a  total  repeal.  He  thought, 
thetefore,  (he  motion  siricllf  in  order;  but,  for 
the  reasons  whieli  he  had  assigned,  be  hoped  the 
mover  would  withdraw  it,  and  obtain  leave  to 
bring  in  a  new  bill. 

On  recommiltior  the  apiiropriatioD'bill  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  House  divided — 
ayes  39,  noes  53. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to 
the  appropriation  bill,,  was  then  considered,  and 
the  bill  ordered  lo  be  engrossed  £or  a  third 

At  a  subsequent  period  of  the  mom 
Alston  moved  for  leave  to  bring  io  a  bin  to  re- 
peal the  additional  diity  of  eight  cents  on  salt, 
after  the  first  day  of  July,  and  the  duty  o(  twelve 
cents  after  the  first  day  of  Jaousry ;  and  lo  con- 
tinue the  Mediterranean  fund  until  the  first  day 
of  January. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Q,niNCY,  the  rule  of  the 
House  .was  read,  requiriog  all  motions  involring 
leave  to  britig  in.bills  to  lie  for  a  day. 

At  the  instance  of  Mr.  D.  R.  Wiluahb,  the 
rule  was  likewise  reidj  directing  the  reference  of 
alt  subjects  relative  to  the  finances,  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Eppbs  said,  if  the  House  adhered  rigidly 
to  their  rules,  it  appeared  to  be  necessary,  in-the 
Grst  instance,  that  ineie  should  be  notice  given  of 
such  an  application ;  and,  secondly,  that  the  sub- 
ject should  be  referred  to  the  Oommiitee  of  Ways 
and  Means.  But  there  had  already  been  several 
instances  in  which  these  rules  had  been  deviated 
from ;  there  was  also  a  peculiar  reason  for  thi 
subject  not  going  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  which  was,  that  that  committee  bad  al- 
ready acted  upon  it.  However,  if  the  members 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were 
friendly  to  the  object,  and  could  briog  io  a  bill  to- 
day, he  should  have  no  objection  lo  referring  the 
lesoloiion  to  them.  Bat  there  was  a  greater 
probability  of  getting  the  bill  reported  by  r3eiftag 
the  resolution  to  a  select  oommiitee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  Randolpb,  that  part  of 
the  communication  of  the'Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury that  relates  tocooiiuuing  the  Mediterranean 
fund,  and  to  the  repeal  of  (he  salt  tax,  was  read. 

Mr.  ^uiKCT  said,  in  this  case,  he  insisted  on  a 
adherence  to  th^  rule  of  the  House,  which  required 
a  day's  previous  notice. 


Mr.  Vabhou  observed  that  it  was  the  practice 
of  every  day  to  give  leave  to  report  by  bill  with- 
out a  day's  notice. 

Mr.Q,niNCT  read  the  rule,  already  cited,  and 
another  rule  requiring  one  day's  notice  lo  rescind 
a  sianJing  rule  of  ^he  House. 

The  Spbaker  said,  if  an  adherence  to  the  role 

as  iasistEd  upon,  (he  motion  mnst  lie  for  a  day. 

Mr.  Eppeb  said,  he  felt  respect  on  all  occasions 
for  the  decision  of  (he  Chair ;  but,  as  the  present 
decisioo  was  variant  from  (be  practice  of  the 
House,  as  it  was  even  variant  frum  the  practice  of 
that  day,  he  fell  himself  undef  the  necessity  of 
ippealing.frora  it. 

Ajlr.  Albton  proposed  to  modify  Ihe  motion,  so 
IS  to  refer  it  to  a  select  committee,  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  reducing  (he  duties  on  salt.  &c., 
"  with  authority  w  report  by  bill,  or  oihcrwise." 

Mr.  Spp»a  withdrew  hfs  motion  for  an  appeal, 

L  order  to  allow  the  gentleman  frtsm  North  Car- 

lina  so  to  modify  his  motion. 

Mr.  Joan  RAnnoLFH  renewed  it,  and  said  he 
should  voteia  favor  of  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Qreqo  inquired,  whether  It  was  not  in  or- 
der to  amend  the  resolution  1 

The  SpEiEEBsaid  it  was  not,  after  an  appeal 
had  been  made. 

The  question  depending  was  on  (he  appeal. 

Mr.  JoBN  Rahoolph  called  for  the  yeas  and 

lys. 

The  qiiesiion  was  then  taken — "  is  the  decision 
of  the  Chair  in  order"^  by  yeas  and  nays — yeas 
91.  nays  9,  as  follows: 

YtAt — Evan  Aleisndei,  Isaac  Andemm,  John  Ar- 
chsTr  Burwell  Busett,  George  M.  Bedinger,  Silas  Bel- 
too,  Wiili>inW.Bibb,.BainabasBidwril,J<^Bl>ka, 
Jr.,  Thotnu  Blonnt,  Robert  Brown,  William  BuUer, 
John  Campbell,  John  Chandler,  Martin'  Uhittendm, 
John  Cltibome,  John  Clopton,  Richard  Catla,  Es» 
Darin,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  Eliu  Euie,  Peter  Eaiiy, 
WiUiom  Ely,  WilUam  Pindlev,  Jomca  Fiik,  John  Fow- 
ler, James  M.  Gwuett,  CharlM  Goldsborough,  Petm< 
■on  Geodivyni  Andrew  Qnge,  ImtUk  L.  Chien,  Sitos 
HsJmj,  John  Hamaton,  8eth  Hastingi,  William  Belms, 
James  Holland,  David  Hdmes,  Dand  Hou(h,  John  0> 
Jackson,  Walter  Jones,  Jsniei  Kelly,  l^omar  Kensa, 
John  Lambert,  Joseph  Lewis,  Jan.,  Heiu?  W.  Living- 
■ton,  Robert  Marion,  Josish  lloitera,  "Thomaa  Moon, 
Jer^iiah  HoVrow,  Jonathan  O.  Hood;,  Gnidoa  B. 
Mnmio^,  Jeremiah  Netaon,  Thomas  Newton,  jonior, 
Tuaotby  PitkiD,  it.,  John  Pi^,  Jouh  (toinev,  John 
Randolph,  Jcdm  Rea  of  Penit^lrania,  John-  Ktwa  of 
Tennessea,  Jaoi>b  Riebnds,  John  Rnaadl,- Tbonus 
Ssnimons,  Thoms*  Bandfotd,  Martin  G.  Sdraaemon, 
Bbeneifr  Beaver,  Dennis  Smelt,  Jidm  Smilie,  Jdm 
Smith,  Henry  Sondtard,  Richnd  SbudiHd,  JcMph 
Stanton,  WHliain  Sledntan,  Samnd  Taggatt,  Benja- 
min Tallmodge,  David  Thomas,  Philip  R.  Thotnpaon, 
Thmnos  W.  ThoupKHi,  Uri  Tiaey,  Abrwn  Tiigg, 
PMlip  Von  Cott]vtd^  Matthew  Walton,  John  White- 
hill,  Robert  WhitehiU,  Blipholet  Wickee,  David  R. 
WiUisrao,  Marmoduk*  Williuni,  Nathan  WiHiane, 
Aleiander  Wilson.  Kiehord  Winn,  Joseph  Winstoa, 
and  Thomas  Wynni. 

Ntis— David  Bard,  WUItani  A.  BnnrdI,  Frederick 
Coaiad,  Leonard  Covington,  John  Dnnon,  J^n  W. 
Eppes,  Patrick  Magnndci,  James  Bloou,  and  Sunnd 
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Ur.  Jaoksom  thea  offered  the  foUowing  molu* 
Uod: 

Muohed,  That  &  commitlM  b«  appoisted  to  inqniis 
into  the  axpedieni^  of  reducing  the  duty  aa  aalt,  and 
to  continue  in  force  the  Mediterranean  mad«  fbi  a  lioi- 
ited  time,  to  report  bj  bill  or  othemiie. 

The  Speaker  saiil  there  wa>  a  resoluiioo  [o  the 
wae  effect  iben  before  the  House,  and  it  was, 
therefore,  DOt  in  order  to  receive  one  of  tha  came 

Mr.  Alston  withdrew  hia  lootian. 

Ur.  Qdimcy  asked  whether,  in  point  of  order, 
the  meinbei  could  withdraw  his  motion  at  this 
siage  of  the  basioeis  7 

The  SpEAKfiB  uid  the  member  had  a  right  to 
-withdraw  the  TesolutioD. 

Mr.  ^iNcr  said,  the  lecood resolation amount- 
ed to  exactly  the  same  thing  with  ihefirsL  The 
object  of  both  was  to  bring  in  a  biU. 

Mr.  JicsBON  said,  he  agreed  lo  expauge  the 
words,  ''report  b]r  bill  or  otnerwiae." 

M[.  J.  R*NDOt.i-B  aaked,  if  the  motion  of  ibe 
gentleman  from  North  CaroliDa  werewilbdravn, 
Bow  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  a;^>eal  from  the 
decision  of  the  Chair  could  appear  on  the  Jour- 
nal 1    The  motion  most  tie  entered  on  the  Jour- 


The  House  baviag  ureed  to  conaider  the  res- 
olution offered  by  Mr.  Jacebon, 

Mr.  Epfeb  called  for  the  yeu  and  nays  on 
agraeiDs  to  it. 

Mr.  Udihcs  called  for  a  dirision  of  the  ques- 
tion. Though  it  might  be  proper  to  refer  the 
lesolntion,  yet,  in  hii  opinion,  (he  reference  tp  a 
select  Gommittee  was  improper. 

Mr.  Q.  afiMwaid  said,,  be  would  rary  his  mo- 
tion, and  call  for  a  division  of  the  question  at  the 
word  "sail."  . 

Mr.  Jaczsoh  hoped  the  yeas  and  nays  would 
be  taken  on  every  question  which  the  gentleman 
iiom  Massachusetts,  or  the  chairman  of  theCom- 
mitlee  of  Ways  and  Means,  might  ipake  lo  em- 
bancass  the  main  object. 

Mr.  Q,piNoc  said,  aa  to  (he  idea  thrown  ont  of 
an  intention  to  emMrrass  the  proceedings  of  the 
House,  he  meant  to  exercise  his  Constitutional 


on  this  subject  to  appear  on  the  Journala. 

Mr.  J.  RAHDOLPn.— Certainly,  sir,  I  am  very 
far  from  wishing  to  have  this  resolution  referred 
10  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  If  I  hod 
wished  il,  I  should  have  made  a  motion  to  thai 
dSect-or.nave  found  as  much  inierest  in  the  House 
aa  to  have  got  some  friend  to  make  it.  I  do  truiit, 
however,  that  as  Ions  as  there  shall  exist  a  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  in  the  House,  and  aa 
long  OS  I  shall  be  in  anywise  connected  with  that 
committee,  there  will  be  devolved  on  them  pur- 
poses mucn  more  worthy  than  that  devolved  by 
this  resolution.  The  Commiltee  of  Ways  and 
Means  reportedsubstan  tially  such  a  bill  as  that  pro- 
nosed  by  the  resolution.  That  bill  baa  been  re- 
jected by  the  other  braoch  of  the  Leg ii^la tare,  Mid 
9th  Cos.  2dSE8s.— 2l' 


now  it  is  proposed  to  go  through,  the  miserable 
farce  of  appointing  a  Committee  of  Inquiry.  For 
such  profound  inquiries,  the  capacities  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Committee  of  Wavs  and  Means  are 
unfit ;  and  I  have  not  the  smallest  desire  tu  parti- 
cipate in  the  ^lory  or  (as  I  take  it)  the  discredit 
of  such  a  motion.  It  appears  to  me  that  the  mo- 
ition  before  the  Houee  is  nothing  more  or  leas  than 
a  prologue  to  the  same  miserable  farce  of  tergiv- 
ersation relative  to  the  sail  tax  and  the  Mediter- 
ranean fund  played  over  the  last  session.     Their 


D  order 


:>  make 


id  it  was  n 
such  allusions  lo  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Ranoolfb.— Elevated  above  us  by  a  ten- 
ure of  six  years  in  office,  and  bv  being  few  m  num- 
ber, they  are  sullenly  or  pettishly  to  reject  our  bills, 
ana  then  you  are  to  coax  them  into  a  change  of 
opinion,  that,  by  a  stem  and  aristocratical  .pride, 
they  may  saddle  the  nation,  not  only  wiln  the 
Mediterranean  fund,  but  likewise  with  the  salt  tax. 
If  gentlemen  will  bring  in  one  bill  for  taking  off 
the  salt  tax,  and  another  for  continuing  the  Medi- 
terranean fund,  I  will  vote  with  them,  if  the  mea- 
sure cao  be  dpoe  with  credit  to  out  country.  I 
understand  that  it  is  because  these  measures  have 
bees  mixed  that  we  have  been  so  treated.  If  the 
Senate  'will  descend  from  their  supercilious  ele- 

TheSpEAEEtt  again  interrupted  Mr.  RANnoLPB. 

Mr.  RANnoLFH. — I  am  nut  willing  to  court  the 
Senate.  I  respect  them  as  our  equals— as  a  co- 
ordinate branch  of  the  Legislature— not  on  account 
of  their  numbers,  or  the  period  for  which  they  are 
elected.  Standing  here  as  the  representative  of 
the  people,  I  consider  the  digoitv  of  this  House 
dearer  than  anything  else,  end  that  it  cannot  be 
separated  from  the  honor  and   happiness  of  the 

Now  for  the  point  of  responsibility.  Last  ses- 
sion we  passed  a  bill  on  the  subjecL  The  Seuate 
sent  it  back.  We  showed  a  kind  of  resistance,  but 
the  nation  was  eventually  saddled  \;ith  both  the 
salt  tax  and  the  Mediieiranean  fund.  At  tbis  ses- 
sion we  have  done  the  same  tbins.  We  sent  a 
similar  bill  to  the  Senate — passed  by  an  almost 
unprecedented  majority — passed  on  the  recoia- 
mendalion  of  the  Chief  Magistrate.  The  Senate 
send  us  back  this  bill.  They  take  the  responsibil- 
ity on  themselves,  and  on  their  shoulders  let  it  be. 
Let  us  not  step  forward  to  relieve  them  from  the 
responsibility  of  having  twice  refused  its  passage. 
I  said  itw^  passed  on  the  recommendation  of  tbe 
Chief  Magistrate— not  that  that  consideration  had 
any  influence  on  my  vote.  I  should  have  voted 
for  it.  had  I  stjod  alone. 

When  ]  examine  the  fiscal  arrangements  of  the 
Qovernmeol,  I  do  not  see  any  embarrassment  that 
can  arise  from  any  events  that  can  be  foreseen, 
from  this  basiness  temaining  as  it  is  now.    If  we 


ung  as 
IV  let  the  Mediterranean  fund  fall,  we  mayo 
t  the  next  session  as  a  fair  exchange  for 


iffer 

„-  ---  the 

.lall  tax.  But  if  wc  send  the  pr6posed  bill  to  the 
Senate,  what  will  be  our  language  ?  J'  We  have 
acted  with  great  precipitancy.  We  wish  we  had 
acted  with  circumspection.    We  give  you  notice 
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that  we  will  bluster  a  little,  but  yoa  mnsi  not  ^ 
Vay."  lasCead,  therefore,  orgeiiingrid  of  ih^  salt 
tax  bf  chia  motion,  you  will  only  get  the  -Medi- 
terraoeaa  food  tacked  to  it.  This  will  be  the  up- 
shot or  thebnsiaeas  as  aure  aa^oa  are  in  yotir  seats. 
I  therefore  feel  no  hesitation  in  giTing  the  motiou 
UT  negatire.  If  gealtemeD  wish  to  take  off  the 
salt  tax,  it  is  competent  for  them  to  do  so ;  but  I 
will  not  under  this  specious  pretext  put  myself  into 
B  situatioQ  to  treble  the  public  burdens.  In  every 
Bwhward  atlelnpt  to  get  out  of  the  morass,  yo 
will  onlv  sink  the  deeper.  If  you  send  such  a  bii 
yon  will  get  the  Mediterraneau  fund  added  to  i 
If  there  exists  a  temper  in  the  other  branch  t 
sanction  such  a  bill  as  is  proposed,  let  them  dis- 
play it^Bud  send  us  such  a  bill. 

Mr.  Jacmon. — It  is  objected  to  this  motion  that 
we  shall  disgrace  the  dignity  of  the  Bouse  of  Rep- 
resentBtiTes  if  we  offer  the  bill  (which  it  contem- 
plates] to  the  Senate.  This  is  [he  first  time  that 
1  ever  heard  the  taking  off  burdens  from  the  peo- 
ple styled  a  disgrace.  Oentlemen  must  have  for- 
Sitten  their  own  conduct  on  the  slave  bill.  It  is 
e  first  time  that  I  ever  beard  it  considered  dis- 
sraceful  when  the  two  branches  of  the  Legislature 
disagree,  in  matters  of  detail,  to  endeavor  to  effect 
an  accommodation.  I  confess  I  considered  (be 
House,  on  this  occasion,  as  acting  with  precipita- 
tion ;  and,  for  one,  I  did  not  consider  the  vote  tc 
adhere  as  final.  I  had  no  desire  to  act  supercili- 
ously to  the  Senate;  and  I  am  ready  tn  acknowl- 
edge that  this  was  an  improjier  mdie  of  legisla- 
tion. 1  never  can  agree  that  it  is  proper  in  order 
to  get  rid  of  one  thing,  lo  swallow  another.  Be- 
ing, however,  in  favor  of  both  propositions  con- 
tained in  the  bill,  I  could  not  object  to  it,  although 
I  think  they  ought  not  to  have  been  associated. 
But,  lo  return  to  the  question  of  dignity  or  super- 
ciliousneu.  The  Senate  seat  us  back  our  bill, 
with  an  amendment  only  to  lake  off  immediately 
the  duty  ofeigbt  cents  on  salt.  We  rejected  their 
proposition  in  a  manner  which  must  have  excited 
their  feelings,  if  they  had  any,  I  believe  that  man- 
ner was  nnprecedented.  I  do  not  recollect  a  sin- 
gle instance  in  which  the  House  peremptorily 
refnsed,  by  a  final  vote,  any  modification  proposed 
by  the  Senate,  without  some  previous  effort  to 
Bccommodaie.  Believing,  therefore,  that  we  acted 
superciliously  to  them,  I  consider  it  the  essence  of 
true  dignity  to  make  a  proper  acknowledgment. 
This,  however,  is  not  necessarily  the  effect  of  this 
tneasare.  Its  strong  recommendation  is,  that  it 
manifests  a  disposition  to  conciliate,  and  that  it 

Soes  to  relieve  the  people  from  a  considerable  bur- 
en^from  a.  tax,  wnich,  although  it  only  amounts 
to  six  hundred  thousana  dollars,  is  more  burden- 
come  than  the  Mediterranean  fund.  If  gentlemen 
wish  to  divide  these  questions,  I  have  no  objec- 
tion. I  should  bp  content  to  have  two  resolutions 
Ortwobills,provided  the  House  should  be  enabled 
to  act  on  them  the  game  session  When  this  sub- 
ject was  before  discussed,  I  was  silent,  because  my 
ideas  were  anlioipaied  by  other  gentlemen — not 
from  indifference  to  the  importance  of  the  ques- 
tion. In  the  country  I  represent,  salt  costs  the 
people  font  or  Bve  dollBrs  the  bushel.    I  therefore 


consider  it  my  boonden  duty,  on  every  proper  oc- 
casion, to  use  mjr  efforts  to  gel  rid  of  sucb  a  tax. 

Mr.  R.  Nelbon.— It  may  seem  extraordinary 
that  on  this  occasion  I  shall  vote  against  the  reso- 
lution ;  as  heretofore,  on  every  question  going  to 
repeal  the  salt  duty,  I  have  voted  for  it.  But  I 
cannot,  on  principles  of  policy  or  honor,  vote  for 
this  resolution.  I  ask  gentlemen  what  reason 
ihey  have  to  expect  that  the  other  branch  of  the 
Legislature  wilt  assent  lo  it.  Are  we,  by  creeping 
into  lobbies,  and  whispering  aboulit,  to  get  infor- 
matioo  as  to  iheir  particular  views,  and  to  act  on 
this  information?  We  pass  a  bill  and  send  it  u 
the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature.  They  nega- 
tive it;  and  the  very  next  day  we  send  them 
BDOther  bill  to  the  same  effecL  We  must  infer 
that  they  will  treat  this  second  bill  in  the  same 
way  they  Ir^ted  the  first.  This  must  be  the 
opinion  of  every  man  on  whom  no  out-of-door  or 
private  influence  has  operated.  Against  this 
species  of  legislation  1  htiid  up  both  my  bands.  I 
will  not  be  influenced  by  the  whispers  that  circu- 
late tfaroueh  your  lobbies.  Why  then  make  this 
attempt  wben  there  is  no  probability  of  success  I 
Bui,  say  gentlemen,  let  us  try  again.  I  say,  how- 
ever, you  may  try  and  try  until  you  are  more 
humiliated.  If  the  responsibility  now  rests  on 
the  other  branch  of  the  Le^lamre,  let  us  not  take 
it  off.  Let  them  bear  it.  ^o  do  this  will  be  to 
prostrate  ihe  dignity  of  the  House  and  the  dig- 
nity of  the  people,  whose  honor  fes  well  as  inter- 
—  —  are  ooond  to  maintain.    Though  n 


is  more  desirous  than  myself  of  getting  rid  of  the 
tax  on  salt,  I  can  never  bring  myselr  to  vote  for 
such  a  resolut 


Mr.  Albtok— I  am  sony  that  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland,  for  whom  I  feel  a  high  reapect, 
has  thrown  out  any  iasinuation  of  secret  influ- 
ence. I  can  assure  the  gentlemBn  from  the  time 
of  the  disagreement  of  toe  two  Houses  until  the 
tiine  I  determined  to  offer  this  resolution,  I  did 
not  cast  my  eye  on  a  Senator.  On  conversing 
with  gentlemen  who  occupy  the  same  lodgings 
with  myself,  we  all  agreed  tnat  we  had  acted  pre- 
cipitately. Indeed:  it  appeared  that  some  gentle- 
men were  not  acquainted  with  the  rote  they 
gave.  We  then  determined  to  offer  this  resolu- 
tion. There  is  one  part  of  the  proposition  now 
under  consideration,  that  I  presume  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  will  not  say  that  it  become* 
the  Senate  to  originate.  He  will  not  t»j  that 
it  will  be  proper  for  the  Senate  to  send  us 
a  bill  for  continning  the  Mediterranean  fund. 
Away  then  with  such  ideas !  The  measure  must 
originate  with  us;  and  for  one  I  am  willing  lo 
submit  to  all  the  dishonor  which  may  etiacn  to 
he  vote  for  repealing  the  duties  on  salt. 

Mr.  Smilib  said  be  had  always  voted  in  &vor 
of  the  repeal  of  this  act.  He  bed  uniformly  been 
of  opinion  that  it  was  the  first  tax  that  oiight  lo 
be  abandoned,  whenever  the  clrcumsiBucesof  the 
country  admitted  of  it.  As  to  true  honor  and 
dignity  he  considered  them  as  connected  with 
the  public  good ;  not  as  cansisiing  in  destroying 
the  narmony  of  the  two  branches,  which,  on  the 
contrary,  he  deemed  it  bis  duly  to  use  every  effnrt 
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to  pieserve.  The  quegiioD  is,  hare  the  Senate 
assumed  »aw  Coaslitutiooal  power  that  does  not 
beloDK  to  theml  He  was  coDTiDCed  they  had 
not.  For  ooe^  he  feit  torty  he  had  Toted  to  ad- 
here. He  believed  the  usaal  coarse  of  proceed- 
ing was  the  best,  and.  if  blune  attached  aoyvhere 
it  must  be  to  ibemBelves.  He  truated,  inatead  of 
increasing  the  breach  with  the  Seaale,  the  Honse 
woald  ftim  at  coaciliaiiaD.  Theii  diguicf  was 
only  conceroed  in  one  wajr^  and  ihat  was  in  doing 
their  duty.  He  did  believe  it  possible  so  to  modify 
the  bill,  as  to  obtain  the  assent  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Q,DiHCY — Adopt  the  resolution  aader  cod- 
sideraiioo,  and  its  aspect  will  be  this,  the  Senate 
wilt  apprar  to  be  aiuioas  to  relieva  the  people 
from  their  burdens,  and  we  anxious  to  impose 
them.  Your  proposition  is  to  relieve  to  the  extent 
of  tO0O,OOO,  and  id  impose  a  million.  I  wish  the 
House  to  hold  a  different  laogoage. 

Mr.  B1DWJI1.L  said  that  his  colleagife  had  ob- 
served that  there  was  a.  material  difference  be- 
tween the  propositions  of  tha  Senate  and  of  the 
House.     [Mr.  Bidwbll  here  stated  the  sererai 

JTopositions.J  With  regard  to  the  Mediterranean 
und,  said  Mr.  B.,  my  c^leogue  will  find  that  the 
disagreeing  votes  only  amonat  to  this :  tiie  House, 
are  willing  to  continue  that  fund  until  ibe  end  of 
the  next  sessioa,  while  the  Senate  are  for  contio' 
aing  it  only  to  the  first  of  January.  -  Though  I 
could  have  preferred  the  coarse  pursaed  by  the 
House,  yet  1  am  not  uuwilliiig  10  agree  to  that' 
pointed  out  by  iho  Senate.  Believing  with  the 
Senate  that  it  will  be  beneficial  to  relieve  tbe 
people  from  the  permaneot  tax  on  sart,  and  to 
continue  tbe  Mediterranean  fund  until  the  first  of 
January,  or.  to  the  end  of  the  next  session,  I  am 
desirous  of  making  ooe  more  effort  to  accommo- 
date tbe  differences  between  the  two  Hoiiaes.  I 
am  sorry  that  a  eomparisbn  bo*  been  made  be- 
tween the  Senate  ano  House  of  Representatives. 
The  gentleman  from  Virginia  has  said  that  it  was 
competent  for  the  Senate  to  send  to  as  a  bill  re- 

Cling  the  duties  on  sail,  aad  continuing  the 
diterranean  fand. 

Mr.  J.  Rahdolpb  explained. — I  may  have  so 
expressed  myself,  but  I  meant  to  have  said  the 
Senate  might  send  us  a  bill  to  repeal  the  salt  tax, 
to  which  we  might  add  a  clause  ibr  continuing 
the  Mediterranean  fund. 

Mr.  BiDwBt.i_— No  ^ntlaman  will  ccniteod  that 
the  Senate  could  originate  a  bill  for  the  continu- 
ance of  the  Mediterranean  fand.  I  am  sorr^lhal 
any  allusion  has  been  mode  to  tha  Senate,  or  com- 
parison drawn  on  the  score  of  dignity  between  the 
two  Houses.  As  I  believe  we  may  form  a  bill  in 
which  both  branches  shall  agree,  to  insure  the . 
aiippiession  of  the  salt  tax,.  I  hope  this  resolution 
will  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Sloah. — With  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land. I  am  lorry  to  see  this  House  ^tting  Into 
■ueh  a  moDstrons  course  of  l^isUtion;  and  I 
agree  with  him,  that,  if  persisted  in,  it  will  be- 
come rainoas  to  our  country.  I  bad  always  sup- 
posed that,  to  promote  tbe  happiaess  of  the  peo- 
jde,  it  was  proper  for  the  two  branches  to  act  har- 
monioosly.    In  the  four  sessions  during  which  1 


have  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  on  this  floor,  I  do 
not  recollect  an  instance  in  which  there  has  beea 
such  a  rejection,  without  a  previous  attempt  at 
conciliation.  I  am  alaraied  to  see  such  condoct. 
Permit  me  to  barrow  the  language  of  ihe  gentle- 
^aa  from  ViTginia,  who  told  us,  on  a  former  oc- 
casion, that  it  made  no  odds  to  bim  whether  the 
peace  and  harmony  of  the  United  States  were  de- 
stroyed by  a  Burr,  a  conspirator, or  a  oommandet- 
in-chiefof  theatmyof  the  United  States.  Per- 
mit me  to  say,  it  makes  no  odds  to  me  whether 
the  peace  and  harmony  of  my  country  is  destroyed 
by  a  Burr,  a  conspirator,  or  a  member  on  this 
floor,  possessed  of  the  privilege  attached  to  his 
seat.  I  do  not  conceive  it  derogatory  to  this  House 
to  endeavor,  at  the  last  moment,  to  pass  a  bill 
deemed  essential  to  the  interests  of  the  country.  I 
trust  the  measure  will  nor  be  given  op  until  it 
shall  be  altogether  out  of  our  power  to  effect  it. 

Mr.  D.  R.  WiLLiAiis  moved  to  adjourn.  This 
motion  was  lost — ayes  25. 

Mr.  Elhek  was  sorry  so  much  lime  had  been 
taken  up  on  the  relative  honor  of  the  Senate  and 
House.  He  said,  he  should  have  been  wiUiog  10 
hare  taken  off  the  salt  tax  a  month  a^o,  but,  at 
this  late  period,  when  time  was  so  precioiLi,it  did 
not  become  them  to  trifle  as  they  aid  at  the  end 
of  tbe  last  session.  The  question  was  not  in  his 
opinion  of  so  much  importance  as  some  gen  tie- 
men  imagined.  As  the  Senate  had  taken  the  r^ 
sponaibilily  upon  themselves,  if  thne  was  any,h* 
was  willing  they  should  keep  it.  Ha  hoped  the 
question  would  be  taken,  andj  the  motion  disa- 
greed to. 

Mr.  VABHnM. — Gentlemen  feel,  on  this  subject, 
accotdinf  to  iheir  situations.  It  is  a  fact  that  this 
tax  is  of  much  importance  to  those  gentlemen 
who  live  on  Ihe  seacoast;  because  the  exhala- 
tion from  tbe  sea  impregnates  their  grass.  Bat 
those  at  a  disiaoee  very  properly  consider  il 
as  a  great  burden.  1  must  give  great  credit  to 
gentlemen  from  the  Western  country,  who  maa- 
ufacture  among  themselves  salt  sufficient  for 
their  consumption^  for  their  readiness  to  relieve 
the  other   parts  of  the  country  from  the  burden 


act  from  sel£h  motives,  1  apprehend  it 
be  thought  that  tbey  do  insensibly  act  from  such 
motives.  Is  it  possible  that  any  gentleman  can 
consider  tbe  duty  on  salt  a  just  and  e^ual  tax?  It 
is  impossible  to  entertain  this  opinion  of  a  tax 
operaiiog  almost  exclusively  on  tbemiddle  part 
of  the  United  Stales  from  New  Brunswick  to 
Florida.  I  am  peculiarly  astonished  that  anf 
geaileman  from  the  Stale  which  t  have  the  honor 
to  represent,  should  be  opposed  to  this  repeal,  or 
should  have  made  these  nice  questions  01  ordor, 
when  it  is  recollected  how  benefitted  the  people 
in  his  part  of  the  country  are  by  the  boantles  paid 
by  the  Government. 

Mr.  Y.  concluded,  by  observing  that  he  waa 
ready  to  take  any  measures  that  were  honorable, 
10  eneci  a  repeal  of  so  oppressiie  a  tax.  He  was 
certain  there  was  no  act  within  the  power  of  tha 
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IjegiilatoTe  that  wonld  be  so  BBtisTaclory  to  those 
who  paid  the  tax. 

Mt.  Ely. — I  am  sorry  to  add  to  the  aslonish- 
inent  of  my  colleague.  For  my  part,  I  am  wil- 
ling to  consult  the  interest  of  my  constituents  as 
tDQch  as  I  ought;  and  in  thi.t  measure,  I  believe 
my  eoDstitnents  are  as  much  interested  as  his, 
and  1  helicTe  more  uo ;  but  there  seems  to  be  a 
kind  of  tnagic  in  this  name  of  salt  tai.  My  eon- 
■titacDts  do  not  complain  more  of  it  than  any 
other  tax.  I  do  not  know  the  reason ;  perhaps  it 
may  be  that  they  are  not  so  intelligent  as  the  con- 
■tiiuents  of  my  colleague.  They  rejoice  that 
Goremneat  msv  be  kept  up,  and  yet  that  taxes 
may  be  letinquisned  from  time  to  time :  bat  they 
cannot  conceive  that  the  getting  rid  of  twelve 
bnadred  thousand  dollars  is  not  more  important 
than  getting  rid  of  a  tax  of  half  a  roilHoD  ;  with 
them,  I  agree  that  getting  rid  of  the  former,  is  of 
the  most  consequence.  Heretofore  I  have  been 
in  favor  of  taking  measures  for  repealing  the  salt 
tax ;  and.  on  the  same  principle,  1  shoalJ  vote  for 
the  repeal  of  every  tax  that  the  persons  in  Got- 
ernment  shall  say  they  do  not  want,  iwish  sin- 
cerely to  get  off  all  anoeeessary  taxes  as  fast  as  I 

0,  and  1  think  the  taking  off  the  tax  of  81,300,000 


is  a  very  important  thing.  When,  however,  we 
bave  taten  early  and  honorable  measures  to  get 
rid  of  the  salt  duty  and  laid  that  measure  before 


the  Senate,  and  we  see  that  they  have  turned 
about  and  told  us  they  will  continue  the  suit  tax, 
■od  takeoff  the  Meaiterranean  fund,  and  I  ob- 
aerre  geuilemeu  rest  under  the  most  intolerable 
nneasioess,  because  the^  hare  relieved  the  peo- 
ple of  a  burden  of  Jl,8OO,O0O,  and  have  latd  a 
burden  of  9500,000,  I  confess  I  feel  surprised.  I 
cannot  unite  with  gentlemen  in  the  alarm  they 
have  expressed ;  on  the  contrary,  I  am  ready  to 
say.  this  is  a  procedure  which  I  hope  the  House 
Will  never  adopt. 

Mr.  PiBK.— I  hare  noide^i  that  my  duty  and  dig- 
nity or  the  honor  or  interest  of  thfeHoose  are  im- 
plicated in  this  course  of  procedure.  The  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  may  exercise  his  ingenu- 
ity as  he  pleases;  but  he. will  nerdr  make  the 
people  of  this  country  believe  that  there  is  no  dif- 
ference between  a  partial  and  impartial  tax.  Does 
be  not  know,  too,  that  there  hre  maoy  articles  of 
conBumplion  which  a  man  may  obtain  or  not,  as 
lie  pleaaes ;  and  that  ther^  others  which  are  ab^ 
aolately  indispensable;  of  the  last  of  which,  salt 
is  one?  Does  not  the  poor  man  in  the  interior, 
who  is  oUiged  to  pay  so  exorbitatitly  for  this  ar- 
ticle, know  tbat  his  rich  neighbor  on  the  Atlantic 
does  not  pay  in  the  same  ratio  7  If  he  has  the 
independence  of  an  American,  will  he  not  com-' 
plain  1  I  hope,  therefore,  we  shall  meet  this 
question,  and  try  again  to  have  the  duty  taken  off, 

Mr.  ^mNCY.  said  he  should  Dot  have  risen 
again,  but  for  the  idea  that  the  people  on  the  sea- 
board pay  nothing,  and  for  the  impression  of  some 
Snilemen  that  they  eat  no  salt.  Mr.  Ct-  said 
ey  used  it  81  well  as  other  people  in  the  United 
States,  It  might  be  true  that  in  the  hiterior  the 
tax  bore  somewhat  harder.  But  thequestion  then 
ttBder  consideratioii  was,  whether  they  should 


entirely  take  off' this  tax,  or  take  a  scale  and  re- 
duce the  existing  taxes  on  Tarions  other  articles. 

Mr.  Elueb. — Qentlemen  speak  as  if  thosa 
ngaioBi  this  motion  were  against  taking  off  the 
duty  on  salL  This  is  not  so.  We  have  already 
made  the  attempt,  and  there  in  do  chance  of  suc- 
cess. Qentlemen  certainly  carry  their  ideas  on 
this  subject  loo  far.  The  salt  tax  is  nneqaal,  bat 
try  DO  meaas  so  much  so  as  they  contend.  Wealthy 
people' consume  salt  nearly  in  proportion  to  thnr 
wealth.  It  is  a  tax  which  I  wish  repealed;  bat 
I  think  I  have  done  ell  In  my  power  to  re- 
peal it.  I  believe  gentlemen  would  not  be  so 
inxious  on  this  subject  if  it  were  not  for  the  Med- 
lerratieaD  fund,  I  should  prefer  the  continnanee 
of  the  latter  tax;  but  if  Ihe  Senate  differ  from  us, 
and  we  cannot  do  otherwise,  we  ought  to  let  the 
businenrest  where  it  is.  I  consider  (be  vote  of 
adherence  as  very  proper  to  convey  our  seotimeaia 
to  the  Senate;  to  let  them  know  that  they  mtnt 
repeal  the  doty  on  talt  or  the  Mediterranean  fand. 
would  die.  The  Senate  have  taken  their  eboiee, 
and  we  have  now  irq  alternative  left. 

Mr  EpPEB. — After  the  impatience  mairifestej 
by  the  House,  I  shall  trouble  them  with  bat, very 
few  obsenations.  I  shall  not  submit  my  idtks  on 
the  eeneral  qnestion,  as  with  few  exceptions  wc 
are  all  in  favor  of  a  repeal  of  the  duties  on  salt. 
The  great  ditScully  is  the  mode  of  getting  al  this 
question.  QMitlemen  seem  to  have  converted  it 
into  a  question  of  etiquette.  It  seems  to  be  like 
a  question  settled  some  centuries  ago,  betweea 
two  ladies  of  rank,  who  met  in  a  narrow  lane^ 
and  were  both  obliged  by  high  authority  to  back 
their  carriages.  It  is  true  the  resolution  is  some- 
what extraordinary;  but  what  has  produced  titial 
Our  rules;  under  which,  though  it  is  not  in  orOet 
to  band  in  a  bill  to  effect  any  particular  purpoBe,it 
is  yet  in  order  to  pass  a  resolution  to  the  same 
effect.  As  I  hare  been  uniformly  in  favor  of  re- 
pealing the  salt  tax,  I  am  not  disposed,  because 
the  Senate  have  rejected  our  bill,  to  deprive  the 
people  of  this  advantage.  Two  objeetioos,  how^ 
ever,  are  surted.  First,  that  if  we  send  Ihe  Sei>- 
ate  a  new  bill,  we  shall  be  saddled  with  the  Medi* 
terrtfnean  fund;  and  secondly,  that  in  set  doinc 
we  shall  compromit  the  dignity  of  the  House. 

The  first  objection  goes  to  the  details  and  not 
the  principle  of  the  measare.  Any  g«ntleiDU 
may  propdae  fo  separate  the  two  objects  at  prea- 
ent  embraced  by  .the  reaolntion.  I  ibr  one  shall 
be  very  happy  in  giving  the  business  that  direc- 
tion; as  I  see  DO  necessity  for  Ae  connexion,  and 
as  I  am  willing  to  guard  against  Ihe  pOMibility  of 
being  tricked  into  a  continnaaae  of  ibe  Mediter- 
ranean fbnd. 

As  to  the  second  objeciwa,  the  danger  of  com- 
promitingthe  dignity  of  the  Honse,  if  there  are 
any  facts  in  this  ease  different  from  those  which 
occurred  in  other  cases,  I  am  not  acquainted  with 
them.  There  is  nothing  uncommon  in  a  bill 
being  lost  between  the  two  Houses;  and  in  case  of 
any  such  important  bill  being  lost,  neither  branch 
oUght  to  stand  oa  ceremony,  with  regard  to  its 
origination.  As  to  out-of-door  influence  I  will 
say  that  I  have  had  no  oonnexion  with  tha  Bm- 
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ate;  if  I  had,  it  ooald  bare  i 

«onduct.    I  ttand  here  on  indt , 

■hall  panne  what  I  deem  rigbl,  and  permit  ihem 

to  do  BO  too. 

Hr.  Llotd.— I  have  not  (be  vanity  to  sappese 
that  I  can,  by  anylbing  I  can  say,  change  the. 
optiioDS  of  the  laeiiibeis  of  this  Hoase;  but  con- 
iiderins  the  eitraordiaary  coaree  this  businen 
haa  taien,  and  finite  the  yeas  and  nays  have 
beenreqaired,!  think  it  proper  to  aasign  my  reasons 
f]r  the  vote  I  shall  tfive  on  this  occasion.  What 
in  this  instance  ia  the  compact  of  the  Honse,  and 
of  the  g^enlleinen  opposed  to  this  resolationi 
Hare  not  the  latter  eenllenien,  wbUe  there  was  a 
proipect  of  a  repeal  of  the  dnties  on  salt,  mani- 
fetled  equal  zeal  Tot  that  measore?  Are  the  een- 
tleiben  who  now  nrge  tbia  resolution  so  weak  as 
to  believe  [bat  we  are  to  be  taken  in  by  snch  a 
proposition  as  they  o0er1  Do  they  tbtnk  that 
they  will  be  thereby  able  to  make  (be  people  be- 
lieve  thai  they  are  the  exclnsive  friends  of  a  re- 
pnU,  when  the  speeches  del  ivered  on  that  occasion 
on  both  sides  shall  be  pubKshed,  and  it  shall  ap- 
pear that  the  opponents  of  this  resolution  were  us 
inifnical  to  the  sail  tax  as  its  adrocates?  I  am  as 
much  opposed.t 
floor,  and  I  hate  ever  reprobated  those  who  laid 
it.  I  am  williDa*  my  eendncl,  as  well  as  that  of 
the  Hoase,  shQuld  be  reviewed  by  the  world.  On 
thia  review  it  wiilbe  found  thatthe  House  passed 
wa  act  repealing  this  odions  tax — that  they  sent 
it  to  the  Senate.  Whet  was  the  consequence? 
Ths  Senate  sent  it  back ;  they  agreed  to  take  off 
the  dnty  of  eight  Cehts,  bnt  notihednty  of  twelve 
eants.  And  we  are  told  that  the  argument  arged 
was  that  the  latter  doty  was  dedged  for  (he  pay- 
ment of  the  national  debt  When  I  voted  to  re- 
peal this  tax  I  voted  on  principle.  I  considered 
It  a*  oppressive  and  nnjost.  Hid  the  tax  laid 
been  oae  cent,  Inhonld  havevoted  against  it;  and 
I  pledge  myaelf,  onleai  otherwise  instructed,  I 
wul  not  vote  in  favor  of'another  tax  until  this 
•hall  be  taken  ofit  Oentlemen  say  we  acted  with 
|>roeipEtaney  in  not  giving  the  Senate  an  opportu- 
nity to  recede 'and  accommodate.  But  have  we 
any  reason  to  think  that  there  is  any  disposition 
on  the  part  of  the  Senate  to  recede  1  Has  any 
gendeman  been  cloaeted  with  them?  I  presume 
Bot.  If  they  have  been,  I  presume  they  will  be 
ashamed  to  say  so.  We  passed  a  law  on  thia 
anbjeet  founded  on  principle.  That  act  has  been 
rejected  in  the  Senate,  They  feel  alarm.  They 
ncol lee t  perhaps  that  this  very  act  raised  an  alarm 
fatal  to  one  party  in  the  United  States.  They 
may  perhap  look  to  the  political  horizon  and  see 
a  cloud  rising  which  may  be  fatal  to  ibem.  It  is 
aaiti  thai  we  have  aeted  hastily.  But  is  it  more 
becoming  in  us  to  give  the  Senate  the  offer  of  a 
new  bill,  ihaa  for  the  Senate  to  offer  such  a  bill 
to  nsT  If  they  thongbt  th«measure  now  proposed 
jMiiper,  why  did  thev  not  themselves  propose  a 
eonfereneef  Why,  then,  exonerate  the  Senate 
ftom  thie  censure,  and  attach  It  to  ourselvesi  I  rose 
with  onwilUugneas  on  this  subject;  bnt  when  I 
heard  arguments  u^ed  with  a  view  to  lessening 
the  con&tenae  ^  the  people  in  those  who  are  o^ 


offer  my  ideas.  When  this  resolution  and  IE 
bate  which  has  taken  place  on  it  shall  be  pub- 
lished, I  shall  not  fear  to  meet  my  constituents. 
Had  it  not  been  for  this  expression  of  my  senti- 
ments, it  might  perhaps  have  been  imagined  that 
those  opposed  to  this  resolution  were  likewise 
opposed  to  a  repeal  of  the  salt  tax.  I  have  been 
itways  opposed  to  that  tax,  but  I  have  no  reason  to 
think  that  a  Legislative  body  will  do  that  tomoi^ 
row  which  it  has  refused  to  day.  For  these  rea- 
sons I  shall  vote  against  the  resolution. 

Mr.  BcR\rst.ij. — I  only  rise  to  say  it  is  not  my 
wish  to  impute  any  censure  to  those  who  are  oi>> 
posed  to  this  resolution.  It  is  not  my  intention 
to  vote  for  continuing  the  Mediterranean  fund, 
and  the  doty  on  salt;  on  the  contrarr,  if  the 
Mediterraoean  fund  be  continued,  I  sfaalL  be  for 
discoD  tin  nine  the  dnty  on  salt.  I  wish  this  reso- 
lution brought  forward,  as  I  am  free  to  declare 
that  ths  tax  on  salt  in  the  district  which  I  have 
the  honor  to  represent  is  extremely  opppessive. 
Owing  to  that  daty  we  are  compelled  to  pay  two 
dr  three  dollars  on  salt,  trhcn  indcpendei 


t  of  it 


,  believe  the  same  effect 

is  likewise  produced  in  other  parts  of  the  State. 
The  merchants,  when  this  article  is  imported, 
being  under  the  necessity  of  advancing  the  duty 
charged  upofl  it  to  (government,  are  prevented 
from  importing  as  much  salt  as  would  otherwise 
be  imported.  The  market  is  coaseqtieotly  not 
supplied,  aod  owing  to  this,  there  is  a  great  fluc- 
tuation in  (he  price.  I  have  no  dispoBi(ion  to  ar- 
raign the  motives  of  gentlemen,  or  any  wish  that 
it  should  be  understood  thatl  consider  some  of 
those  who  vote  aeainst  the  resoloti on  aa  unfriend" 
ly  to  takiog  off  this  duty. 

Mr.  Lyoh  declared  himself  inimical  to  tho 
salt  tax,  bill  said  he  should  vote  against  the  reso* 
lutian. 

Mr.  JoBir  RaNnoLVH. — The  question  is  now 
to  agree  to  so  much  of  the  motion  as  relates  to  a 
repeal  of  (he  duties  on  salt.  'Riis  question  haa 
bMU  argned,  to  my  great  surprise,  as  if  it  were 
proposed  for  the  first  lime  to  take'  off  this  duty 
on  salt,  and  to  relieve  the  people  from  the  burdeo. 
This,  according  to  my  idea,  is  not  the  question. 
I  presume  there  can  be  but  one  sentiment  in  this 
House,  that  all  those  members  who  mean  to  put 
the  House  in  the  power  of  the  other  branch  of 
the  Legislature  will  rote  for  the  Tesolution.  AU 
those,  oD  the  contrary,  who  endeavored  to  take 
off  the  salt  tax  as  well  at  the  last  session  as  at 
ihis^  will  vote  against  the  resolution,  for  one  of 
the  best  possible  reasons.  I  do  know  one  of  the 
members  of  this  Mouse  who  remained,  notwith-- 
s(andiDg  the  pressure  of  most  urgent  business,  to 
see  this  question  settled,  who  left  town  under  tho 
impression  that  it  was  settled  by  the  last  vote  of 
Che  House.  Other  members  mar  be  in  the  same 
sitoatjon.  But  figure  to  foanclf  the  possibility 
that  under  this  attempt  (he  nation  may  be  put  in 
ttatuqtio;  and  that  at  the  close  of  the  session,  in 
a  thin  House,  we  mav  hare  added  to  the  burden 
of  the  people  a  mllUon  of  dirilara,  dreamt  at  by 
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nohappf,  and  uothiDE  ^t  my  respect  for  the 
judgmeDt  of  tbe  Speaker  has  prereDted  me  from 
appeRiing  lo  (be  House.  I[  will  be  productive  of 
tne  most  calamitous  effects,  if  afler  the  question 
is  settled,  at  the  close  of  the  Hession  of  au  expi- 
nag  Cottgreis,  motions  can  be  received  to  load 
the  uaiioD  with  burdens,  we  cannot  tell  lo  what 
amonnt;  for  I  contend  that  this  is  a  motion  to  take 
off  one  tax  and  to  lay  another  of  greater  am  (Hint. 
It  WBi  precisely  in  this  way  that  tbe  additional 
tax  of  eight  cents  was  laid  on  salt;  when  tbe 
House  was  full,  a  proposition  was  made  to  im- 

Kse  it.  and  rejected,  and  when  nanv  urembers 
d  gone  home  io  unsuspicious  confidence,  then 
it  was  that  this  Jax  was  riveied  round  the  necks 
"    n  this 
_  _,  .  s.theneces- 

•ity  of  a  grand  reform  io  onr  fiDancial  system ; 
that  there  should  be  no  such  thing  as  permanent 
duties;  thai  the y  should  all  from  time  to  time 
come  back  and  be  putiu  your  power,  as  the  inde- 
pendent representatives  of  the  people,  to  compel 
the  other  brsncbes  of  the  QovarnmeDt  to  lighten 
the  public  burdens. 

Let  us  take  a  review  of  this  subject,  and  see 
whether  the  House  of  Repreaematives  have  acted 
with  precipitancy,  and  whether  it  becomes  them 
lo  retrace  their  steps,  and  to  back  out  of  the  diffi- 
culty in  the  manner  stated  by  (be  gentleman  from 
Virginia.  Be  it  remembered  that  this  proposi- 
tion was  brought  forward  at  the  last  session ; 
that  the  hearts  of  many  members  of  the  House 
Tere  set  on  it;  that  it  went  to  the  Senate  with  a 
commanding  majority ;  that  tbe  Senate  hung 
back  ;  that  we  proposed  a  committee  of  confer- 
ence; (bat  our  committee  recommended  to  as  to 
recede— to  beck  out — and  the  Senate  bad  their 
way.  I  think  it  my  duty  as  a  member  of  this 
House  to  sustain  its  chsracler,  and  lo  prove  that 
it  has  not  acted  with  precipitancy,  with  sulkiness, 
or  ill  bumor.  Tbe  Ining  went  abroad ;  we  re- 
turned here;  tbe  public  sentiment  vibrated  on 
the  President  of  the  United  States ;  he  recom- 
mended a  repeal  of  the  lax;  his  recommendation 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means;  they  were  not  backward  on  the  subject; 
they  acted  with  promptness  ;  an  act,  passed  by  a 
great  majority,  was  sent  to  the  Senate.  Tbey 
postponed  it  from  day  to  day ;  when  we  received 
It,  we  found  it  in  a  mutilated  slate.  What  did 
,WB  dol  We  determined  to  reject  their  amend- 
ments. This  was  a  manly  determiuation — it  wai 
Irank,  honorable,  and  canaid.  We  said  tbey  press 
tu  too  hard.  We  tried  (he  same  thing  last  ses- 
sion, but  we  then  gave  up  onr  opinions  to  them.. 
I  was  not  of  that  number.  I  voted  (hen  as  I  now 
do,  and  shall  vote  again  next  session  if  I  have 
seat  in  this  House. 

After  having  indulged  tbe  other  branch  of  the 
Legislature,  had  we  not  a  right  to  expect^  after 
ibis  appeal  to  the  people  and  manifeilation  of 
their  feelings,  that  they  would  no  longer  offer  a 
modification  of  tbe  repeal  and  ouffht  we  not  to 
■my,  if  you  will  sot  lepeal  the  >alt  tax  we  will 


Senate,  and  I  ask  gentlemen  to  compere  it  witb 
when  it  was  returned  with  a  partial  and 
:  asseoL  I  ask  gentlemeo  to  compare 
this  lardy  procedure  with  the  precipitancy  with 
which  they  acted  on  our  vote  to  adhere,  to  which. 
in  half  an  hour  (hey  sent  us  back  an  answer  of 
adherence  on  their  part.  When  it  was  proposed 
to'  relieve  the  people  from  burdens,  months  are 
suffered  to  elapse;  but  when  it  was  joto posed  to 
continue  burdens  a  half  an  hour  is  sumcient. 

A  gentleman  from  Vermont  has  observed  that 
the  people  io  this  country  make  a  great  use  of 
salt,  but  little  of  sugar  and  coffee.  Thedutieau 
however,  on  sugar  and  coffee  make  no  part  of 


constitute  the  Mediterranean  fund. 

It  has  been  also  observed  that  unless  we  agree 
to  the  motion  before  us  the  salt  tax  will  be  pei- 
peiual.  I  believe  no  such  thing.  1  beliere,  on 
the  contrary,  that  we  could  do  uolbing  that  would 
have  that  effect  so  much  as  the  agreeing  to  this 
resolution.  If  we  agree  to  (be  resolution,  it  will 
be  an  apology  for  the  other  brancfi  of  the  Legia- 
lature.  But  let  us  disagree  (o  it,  and  let  them  go 
back  and  give  an  account  to  the  State  Legisb* 
tures,  and  1  warrant  yon  they  will  take  them  to 
Usk.  What  is  the  reason  (bat  the  State  Legis- 
latures have  not  already  instructed  their  Sraa- 
turs  to  vote  for  the  rep^  of  this  tax?  The  be- 
lief that  sQcb  Instruction  was  unnecessary.  As 
soon  as  they  saw  the  message  tbey  considered  the 
act  as  good  as  repealed.  My  word  .for  it,  the 
nejt  session  they  will  not  put  their  veto  upon  it. 

While  I  touch  for  the  second  time  in  my  life 
on  (be  recommendation  of  the  President  to  re- 
peal this  (ax,  permit  me  to  enter  mv  proleet 
Bsainst  the  terms  in  which  it  is  couciied.  At 
the  same  limel  am  willing,  and  1  might sa^ g-lad, 
that  that  recommendation  has  produced  its  doe 
effect.  But  permit  me  to  say  that  it  belong! 
more  exclusively  to  the  Legislature,  and  to  this 
branch,  to  determine  as  to  the  specific  burdens 
which  shall  be  imposed  on,  or  taken  o^  (be  peo- 
ple Of  the  United  States.  It  ia  enough  if  the 
Treasury  tells  us  there  is  more  money  than  is 
Wanted,  and  that  we  can  spare  a  parL  It  detracts 
nothing  from  the  popularity  or  graciousness  of 
the  act.  that  the  Executive  does  not  descend  lo 
particulars.  This  House  has  a  right  to  partici- 
pate with  every  other  branch  of  the  Governmeot 
10  tbe  popularity  of  such  an  act.  I  will  add  that 
while  the  superintending  arm  points  .out  such 
taxes  as  we  are  able  to  dispense  with,  it  belongs 
to  us  only  to  say  in  what  manner  that  dispeiua- 
lion  shall  be  nude. 

Before  I  sit  down  I  shall  for  the  last  time  in 
my  natural  or  political  life  take  notice  of  some 
ob^rvatioot  from  a  certain  quarter.  I  protest 
against  the  borrowing  of  any  sentiments  or  words 
of  inine  by  any  member  after  he  has  defiled  and 
perverted  them,  and  after  they  have  partaken  of 
his  own  contamination.  I  will  also  observe  for 
tbe  last  time  that,  when  an  accusation  shall  heie- 
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«fiei  be  birov{[bt  «K«iiiit  nte  b;  laleota  m  *ple4did, 
I  sball  deem  it  mj'  dnif  to  hare  counsel  allowed 
me  ID  my  defeace.  Tbis  is  a  privilege  allowed 
ID  the  moBi  atroeioua  criminal,  and  why  not  also 
allow  it  to  the  member  addressing  von  1 

Mr.  Fiex  said  the  gentleman  from  Virgioia 
had  taken  the  liberty  to  notice  an  obserTation 
made  by  him.  Me  bad  said  that  the  people  never 
wonid  sobmit  to  a  partial  tax,  and  it  was  on  this 
head  that  he  had  alluded  to  the  duties  imposed  on 
sugar  and  coffee,  and  not  in  the  way  represented 
by  tbe  ffenlleman  from  Virginia. 

Hr.  &UIHOT  aaid,  as  be  did  not  wish  to  give 
the  Hoose  tiDDeceuary  trouble,  he  would  with- 
draw his  motion  to  divide  tbe  question. 

Mr.  Alexander  renewed  the  motion. 

Mr.  Sloan-  laJd  he  rose  to  say  bin  a  single 
word  in  reply  to  tbe  gemleman  from  Tirginia, 
who, it  seemed,  had  determined  in  futare  to  take 
no  notice  of  his  remarks,  for  which  he  was  not 
sorry.  The  few  words  be  had  to  uiter  would  be 
in  toe  former  phraseology  of  tbe  gentleman,  and 
would  tend  to  show  that  his  remaiks  bad  been 
not  withoDt  effect—"  the  galled  jade  winces." 

Tbe  yeas  and  nays  were  then  taken  on  the  first 
mamberof  the  resolution,  viz: 

-Rfohad,  Thai  a  eommitlea  be  m»inted  to  in- 
qnira  into  di«  eipa&n^  of  lapaaling  Um  dntj  on 
■alt." 

And  stood,  yeas  60,  nays  40,  as  follows : 

YxLt — Willia  Alston,  jqniar,  Isaac  Anderson,  David 
Ban],  Joseph  Barker,  George  M.  Bedinger,  BUai  BeN 
ton,  Bsmabu  BIdwell,  John  Blake,  janiA',  Robert 
j^owii,  William  A.  Borwell,  John  Chandler,  Martin 
Ohitlanden,  John  Claibome,  Matthew  Clay,  Frederidt 
Conrad,  Xjeonard  Covington,  Eira  Darbj,  John  Daw- 
■on,  Jsnun  GUiot,  Caleb  Ellis,  John  W.  Sppea,  Wil- 
Uam  Findley,  James  Fisk,  John  Fowler.  Petaraon  Good- 
WTd,  Andrew  Oiegg,  Silaa  i^alaey,  John  Hamilton, 
June*  Holland,  David  HoUnea,  David  Hoogb,  Tbomaa 
Kenan,  John  Laabeit,  Joseph  Lewis,  iu|uor,  Patrick 
Magrndei,  William  McCreeiy,  Nichdas  R.  Moore, 
Thomas  Moore,  John  Poiter,  John  Pugh,  John  Rea 
of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob 
Richards,  Martin  O.  Scbuneman,  Ebeneiei  Seaver, 
James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith, 
Heniy  Southard,  Joseph  Stanton,  David  Thomaa, 
Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Joseph  B.  Vamum,  John 
Whttekill,  Robert  Whitehill,  Mannadnke  WUBams, 
Alaiandei  Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Win- 

Niis— Evan  Alexander,  John  Archer,  William  W. 
Bibb,  Thomas  Bbnnt,  William  Butler,  John  Camp- 
bell, Peter  Early,  Ebeaezn  Elmer,  William  Ely,  Jas. 
H.  Oamelt,  Chsriee  Goldiborongh,  leaiah  L.  Oreen, 
SeA  Hastings,  William  Helms,  Edward  Lloyd,  Mat- 
thew Lyon,  Duncan  MacFariand,  Robert  Morion,  Jo- 
anh  Maateri,  Onrdon  8.  Momlbrd,  Jeremiah  Nelson, 
Rd^  Nelson,  Thoiuia  Newton,  junior,  Timothy  Pit- 
kin, ionior,  Josiah  Quinfr^,  John  Randolph,  John  Rua- 
■ell,  Petor  Sailly,  Thomas  Sammoas,  Thomas  Sand- 
ted,  Dennia  Smalt,  Rit^aid  Stan&ad,  William  8tad- 
man,  Bamnel  Taaart,  Philip  R.  Thompton,  Uri  Trat^, 
Ahram  Trigg,  Peleg  WaJsworth,  Ehpbalsl  Widuo, 
and  David  B.  Williams. 

Tho  aeeoBd  member  of  the  reMlntJon  was  then 
r«>d. as  follows: 


"And  lo  oontinue  in  force  the  Mediterranean  fund 

r  a  limited  time." 

Mr.  J.  Randolpb. — I  consider  this  as  a  diffei- 

it  question.    Placing  tbe  continuance  of  the 

Mediterranean  fund  in  tbe  potter  of  the  Senate, 

will  only  be  to  put  you  in  the  situation  in  which 

you  were  at  the  close  of  (he  last  sesstoo,  and 

whteb  I  fear  you  will  be  in  nesi  Tuesday.  I  hope 

no  one  will  vote  for  this  part  of  the  resolution. 

The  difference  after  all  will  be  only  half  a  mill- 

and  it  will  be  competent  to  us  at  the  next 

ion  to  make  up  that  sura,  if  tbere  shall  be  any 

deficit.    Considered  as  principal  this  is  a  pitiful 

sum.     I  hope,  therefore,  we  sball  try  tbe  question 

of  repealing  the  salt  tax  on  its  own  merits  ;  that 

the  arguments  in  favor  of  it  will  be  permitted  to 

have  their  own  weight,  and  that  we  shall  send  ft 

bill  to  the  Senate  simply  for  repealing  the  duty 

salt.    If  they  swallow  this  salt  and  water  dose, 

s  well,  but  let  us  not  agree  to  sweeten  it  with 

the  Mediterranean  ,fund. 

The  question  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays 
I  tbe  second  member  of  tbe  resolution— -yeas 
46,  nays  '43,  as  follows : 

Yata— Willia  AlatoD,  jr.,  George  H.  Bedingar, 
Bamabaa  Bidwetl,  John  Btakcji.,  William  A.  Bur- 
well,  Jabn  Chandlei,  John  Claibome,  Frederick  Con- 
lad,  Leonard  Covington,  Exia  Daiby,  Caleb  ElUa, 
John  W.  Eppea,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  John 
Fowler,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  An^ew  Gregg,  IiaiahL. 
Green,  Silas  Halsey,  John  Hamilton,  James  Holland, 
David  Holmes,  David  Hough,  Thomas  Kenan,  John 
Lambert,  Matthew  Lyon,  Nicbotas  R.  Moore,  Thomas 
Mooie,  John  Pugh,  John  Res  of  Pennsylvania,  John 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Richards,  Martin  Q.  Sehnne- 
man,  Ebeneser  SMver,  James  ^oan,  J^n  Smilie, 
Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Joaepb  Stanton,  Da- 
vid Tbomaa,  Uri  Tracy,  Joseph  B.  Vanram,  John 
WUtehill,  Robert  Whitehill,  Maimaaoke  William*, 
and  Thomas  Wynns. 

Nats— Evan  Alexander,  John  Ardwr,  David  Bard, 
Silas  BettoD,  Wilham  W.Bibb,  Thomas  Blonal,  Wil- 
liam Butler,  Jabn  Campbell,  Martin  Chittenden,  Mat- 
thew Clay,  Peter  Early,  James  Elliot,  Ebeneier  El- 
mer, Wilham  Ely,  Jamea  M.  Gamett,  Charles  Golda- 
borough,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Edward  Lloyd,  Duncan 
MacParland,  Robert  Marion,  Josiah  Mssten,  WiUiam 
McQreery,  Gurdon  B.  Mumford,  Jeremiah  Nelson, 
Roger  Nelson,  Thomaa  Newton,  jr.,  Timothy  Pitkin, 
jr.,  JoaiBh  Quiney,  John  Randolph,  John  Russell,  Peter 
Bailly,  Thomu  Sammons,  Thomas  Sandfbrd,  Dennis 
Smelt,  Richard  Stanford,  William  Stedman,  Samnel 
Taggsrt,  Philip  R.  Thompson,  Thomaa  W.  lliomp- 
aon,  Abram  T^gg,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  David  R.  WU- 
liams,  and  Jose^  Winston. 

And  the  main  question  being  taken, -that  the 
House  do  agree  to  the  said  motion,  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit: 

Ruoked,  That  a  committee  he  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  eipedieocy  of  repealing  the  duty  on  salt,  and 
to  contione  in  force  tbe  Meditenanean  fond  for  a  lim- 


ited t> 


I  tbe  affirn 


YsA»--Wmia  Alston,  juakir,  David  Bard,  George 
_:.  BediagM,  Baniaba*  BidweU,  John  Blake,  junier, 
WilKBB  A.  Buiwdl,  John  Chandler,  J<riui  Claiboae, 
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Predeiiek  Connd,  Leonard  Coriiifton,  Caleb  Elfiii 
William  Findlej,  Stiaet  Fiik,  John  Fowler,  Petenon 
Goodwjn,  Androw  Greeg,  Siliu  Halaej,  Juan  Hoi- 
bud,  Jolm  Hamilwn,  Daiid  Holmee,  David  HoDgh, 
Thomu  Kenan,  John  Lambert,  William  MeCrasij, 
Nicholaa  R.  Moore,  Thomaa  Moore,  Jobn  Pugh,  John 
Baa  of  PeniujiTuiiii,  John  RhM  of  Ten ne wee,  Jacob 
Bichuds,  Martin  G.  Schnjicman,  Ebeneus  8ea.Ter, 
Jmmea  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  Bamuel  Smith,  Henry 
Sonthaid,  Jo«eph  Stanion,  David  Thomaa,  Joseph  B. 
Tarnum.  John  Whitehill,  Robert  WhitebiU,  Marma- 
duke  Williams,  Joseph  Winston,  and  Thomas  Wynns. 

NiTi — Evan  Aleiander,  John  Archer,  Silas  Betton, 
William  W.  Bibb,  Thomas  BJount,  William  Butter, 
John  Camsbell,  Martin  Chittenden,  Matthew  Clay, 
Ebenezer  Elmer,  WUliam  Ely,  James  M.  GarneU, 
Charles  GoldBborougb,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Seth  Hast- 
ings, Walter  Jones,  Edward  Llo^d,  Mallhew  Lyon, 
Duncan  Macf  arland,  Robert  Marion,  Jonah  Masters, 
Gurdon  8.  Humford,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Roger  Nelaon, 
Thomas  Newton.,  juQ,  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  Josiah 
Qnincy,  John  Randolph,  Petei  Sailly,  ThomM  Sam- 
mans,  Thomas  Sandlbrd,  Richard  Stanlord,  William 
Stodman,  Samne)  Taggart,  Pbijip  H.  TliompKn,  Thoa. 
W.  ThompKin,  Abram  Trigg,  VtAtg  Wadawmtk,  and 
Darid  R.  Williama. . 

Mr.  Alston  then  moved  for  the  appointment 
gf  a  select  commiitee. 

Oa  couciiDg  ihe  members  present,  the  Speaker 
Mill  there  was  not  a  quorum  wtthio  the  bar. 

After  waiting  aome  time  without  gelting  i  com- 
petent namber  of  members  to  form  a  quorum, 

Mr.  GeEao  obseryed  that  he  did  not  Icnow 
wliechar  an  immediate  call  of  (he  House  was  in 
order;  but  if  it  was,  he  thought  it  ought  (o  be 
nude.  Tbcy  bad  heard  a  great  d«al  aboat  tb« 
rtsponaibtlitf  of  the  Repreaeniatire  to  the  peo^ 

^110  thoafbl  Ihe  people  ought  in  this  case  to 
Wthht  th«  boainesa  of  the  nation  bad   b«en 
delayed  by  the  desertion  of  members. 

Mr.  Blovht  hoped  there  would  be  a  call,  that 
tbe  people  might  know  what  nfembera  had  de- 
serted (heir  posts. 

The  qoeslion  being  put,  an  immediate  call  of 
the  House  was  agreed  to.  It  was  now  half  after 
seven  in  ihe  erening. 

The  Clerk  baring  proceeded  to  call  over  the 
names  of  tbe  members,  sizty-eixht  members  (in- 
cluding the  SpEaKEB)  appearea  to  be  present. 

The  absentees  being  then  again  called  over  and 
noted,  it  appeared  that  seventy-three  members 
were  absent;  seven  of  whom  bad  obtained  leave, 
ibree  had  not  appeared  in  their  aaatt  during  the 
session,  and  aixtf-ibree  failed  to  be  prseot  at  tbe 
call,  to  wii : 

1  Alexandar,  laaae  Anderson,  John  Aidiar,  Jo* 


•eph  Barker,  Burvrell  Baasett,  Silas  Belton,  William 
W.  Bibb,  Phaimel  Biidiop,  James  M.  Broom,  Bobert 
Brown,  William  Butler,  George  W.  Campbell,  Martin 
Chittenden,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Orchard 
Cook,  Richard  Cults,  Ezra  Darby,  John  Davenport,  jr., 
John  Dawson,  EUos  Earle,  Peter  Eariv,  John  W. 
Eppes,  James  M.  Gamett,  8elh  Hastrngs,  Wm.  Helms, 
John  O.  Jackaon.  Walter  Jones,  James  Kelly,  Nebe- 
kiah  Knight,  Joasfdi  Lewis,  jr.,  Henry  W.  Livingston, 
MMtbew  Lyon,  Duncan  MaeFsriaad,  Patrick  Magm- 
dOTt  Thomas  Moere,  JaretBiah-  Morrow,  ioha  Marrow 


Rkbard  Stauibrd,  Williun  Sledman,  Samiial  Tag- 
gart, Samuel  Teiuey,  ntilip  R.  Thompson,  Tlwma* 
W.  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Philip  Van  Corttandt,  Eil- 
lian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Matthew  Walton,  EUphalet 
Wickes,  David  R.  WUruuna,  Nathan  Williams,  Alaz- 
andcr  Wilson,  and  Richard  Winn. 

Silly -three  abseatees, 

Mr.  GoLDiDORonQH  said  gentlemen  must  be 
seDsjble,  from  the  great  extent  of  the  eicy,  ifaat  it 
was  impracticahfe,  at  so  lale  an  hour,  to  com- 
mand the  attendance  of  member*,  withMiI  a  great 
waste  of  lime.    He  therefore  mored  an  ailjoUTQ- 

This  motion  was  nega tired— ayes  31,  noea  36. 

Mr.  Qasaa  renewed  the  motion,  watch  was 
agreed  to — ayes  50 ;  when  (he  House  adjouraed, 
at  eight  o'clock. 

SxTORDAT,  February  38. 

On  reading  the  Journal  of  yesterday — 

Mr.  Kpprb  obserred  that  as  he  supposed  tbe  ob- 
ject of  the  call  of  the  Honse  the  preceding  even- 
ing bad  been  to  publish  the  names  of  the  absentees, 
he  ihoueht  it  would  be  proper  to  state  on  the  Jour- 
nal the  noar  at  which  the  call  had  been  made. 
He  had  no  objeciioo  that  the  people  should  know 
that  he  had  Mt  in  his  seat  from  ten  o'clock  in  the 
morning  till  seven  at  night,  and  had  waited  ontil 
he  had  given  his  vole  on  the  question  depending^* 
If  gentiemea  wished  to  make  an  advantage  of 
this  circumstance,  he  waa  willing  iher  *Ih>ii|| 
have  all  tbe  eclat  they  eoald  desire.  He,  how- 
ever, truated- the  Journal  would  1m  ameadedai  ha 
had  iolimatad. 

An  amendnaH  was  nndc  to  this  rfecl. 

Mr.  J.  RiKDOLPH  observed  that  he  bad  been  a 
member  of  ibe  House  for  eight  years,  and  he  had 
never  known  a  call  wiihont  a  day's  prerions  no- 
tice. He  believed  tbe  call  of  yesterday  was  the 
only  instance  in  which  this  practice  had  been  de- 

Earted  from.  As  mentioned  by  another  member, 
e  had  snt  from  ten  in  ihe  morning  till  eight  id 
the  evening,  and  when  he  returned,  after  a  short 
absence  to  obiata  refre.ihment,  he  had  found  hink- 
self  marked  as  a  school  boy  oa  the  books. 

It  was  then  resolved  tb^t  such  of  the  members. 
who  were  absentees,  and  whose  names  are  DtKea 
as  not  being  present  at  the  call  of  the  House  ves- 
terday,  be  severally  excused,  and  admitted  to  ibeir 

Messrs.  FiaK,  ALaTON,aQd  Claiborne,  weieap- 
pointed  a  committee  pursuant  to  the  resolution 
adopted  yesterday,  to  briog  in  a  hill  repealing  the 
duty  on  sail,  and  to  coAtluBe  the  MeditorranaaB 
fund  for  a  limited  time. 

During  the  morning,  Mr.  FtSK  pieaenlcd  a  bill 
repealing  the  duties  oa  salt,  and  continvina  in 
force,  for  a  further  time,  ihe  first  sectioa  orttM 
act,  entitled  *  An  act  to  protect  the  commerce  and 
seamen  of  the  United  States  against  the  Barbary 
Powers." 

Ob  reading  this  bill  a  saeond  time,  the  Houee 
divided — ayes  66. 
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Lem*  and  Oarke, 


It  ma  th«n  rererred  to  a  CommillM  or  the 
Whole.  Ii  wai  theD  moved  to  make  it  the  order 
far  ihii  day,  xtymotrow,  Hooday  aod  Taesday: 
All  ihe  oilier  days  but  thia  day,  were  ditagreed  to. 

Tbe  Speaker  laid  beforethe  Home  a  letter  from 
tbe  Secretary  of  the  TreaBOry.  IranstiiittiDg  a 
RtBiement  of  the  public  debt,  on  the  first  day  of 
January  1801,  1808,  1803,  1804,  1805,  1808,  aad 
1907,  reepectJFely,  together  nilh  several  exnlaoa- 
tory  Biatemeats  aad  notec,  prepared  in  obeoieaee 
to  a  resolutioD  of  (be  House,  on  the  eighth  ultimo; 
which  were  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ad  engroucd  hill  making  appropriation!  for 
the  support  of  Qovernmtnt  daring  tbe  year  oue 
thoasand  eight  hundred  and  seven,  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engroj-ted  bill  for  the  relief  of  Olirer  Pol- 
lock was  read  the  third  timE,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  tbe  Houiie 
that  the  Senate  bare  passedthe  bill  seotiVDm  this 
House,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Stephen 
Sa^re,  with  aeveral  amendmenis;  (o  which  ihejr 
desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House:  aho,  (hebill. 
entitled  "An  act  providing  for  tbe  punishment  of 
certain  crimes  against  the  United  Stales,"  with 
several  amaudmeDts;  (o  which  they  desire  th^ 
concurrence  of  this  House  :  and  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  8.  Dexter,"  with 
an  amendment;  (o  wiiicb  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  this  Hoase.  Tb«  Senate  have  passed  a 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  providing  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  CommisBioners  to  ateertKin  the  praetiea- 
bility  of  removing  the  obstrnctions  in  the  naviga- 
rion  of  tbe  Ohio,  at  the  Rapids  ;"  to  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  this  Htnise. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
tha  Whole  on  tbe  bill  authorizing  patents  to  issue 
for  lands  located  and  surveyed  by  virtue  of  cer- 
taiB  Virginia  resolutton  w«rr«Dl>.  The  bill  wu 
Tvported  with  several  amendmenU  thereto ;  which 
were  severally  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  b 
lead  tbe  (bird  time  this  dav. 

The  Home  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
tbe  Whole  oo  (he  bill  disapproving  of  an  act, 
passed  by  the  Governor  tad  Judges  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  Michigan,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  tfai 
Bank  of  Detroit  The  bill  was  reported  wiiliout 
amendment  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read 
the  third  time  this  day. 

LEWIS  AND  CLARKE, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  making  compensation  to 
MessieursLewis  and  Clarke,  and  their  companions. 

The  bill  was  reported  with  several  kmendments 
thereto;  which  the  Hoiue  proceeded  to  oonsider. 
Whereupon,  the  first  amendment  reported  from 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  being  again  read, 
in  tbe  word*  following,  to  wit: 

Sm.  1,  line  4.  After  lh«  wmd^  "  WillUiu  GkAg^' 
inaert "  Williun  Eaten,  PriMtl^  Nmii  O'Bennen,  and 
GeorgB  Waduagton  Mann.'' 

The  question  WU  uken  that  the  Howedo  agree 
with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 


i> — Silas  BetloD,  Baiiiabn  Bidwell,  Phannal 
Bishopi  Martin  Chittenden,  Frederick  Conrad,  Orchard 
Cook,  Richard  Cutts,  Samuel  W.  Dnna,  James  Elliot, 
Ebenezer  Elmer,  William  Elj,  Jsmee  Fiak.  John  Fow- 
ler, Charles  Goldaboroagh,  iBaiah  L.  Green,  8eth  Hi»- 
tinga,  Wilfiun  Helms,  David  Hougb,  Jatnea  Kdly, 
JoMph  I<ewis,  jr.,  Henry  W.  Ltringslon,  Dttncan  Mac- 
Faihini),  Jonah  Maaten,  Jeremiah  Mormw,  Jonathan 
0.  MMet}',  Jeremiah  Neltoii,  Oideon  OKn,  Timothy 
Pitkin,  jr.,  jMiah  Qoinc^,  John  RnsMfi,  Peter  SaiDy, 
Martin,  G.  Schnneman,  Etieneser  Beaver,  Deimii  SoieK, 
Joaeph  Stanton,  WilKam  Stedman,  Samuel  Tagfart, 
BenjamiD  Talhoadge,  Sanuel  Tenney,  Thomaa  W. 
ThomfMii,  Uri  Tnin,  Philip  Vau  Oortlaiidt,  KilKan 
K.  Van  RenaMlaer,  Joaaph  B.  Vuoum,  Pelq[  Waib- 
worth,  Eli^alet  Wi<Aea,  and  Nathan  WilKani*. 

Hiia — Evan  AlMiandei,  WiUia  Alston,  jr.,  laaac 
Andeiaon,  John  AnSker,  David  Baid,  Joaepb  Bariter, 
Bnrwell  Baaaett,  George  M.  Bedinger,  WUIiam  W. 
Bibb,  John  Blake,  jr.,  Thomas  Blonnt,  Robert  Broiru, 
Wiiriam  A.  Bnrwell,  WUiam  Bntler,  Georfe  W, 
Camptwll,  J^n  Chandler.  John  Glaibome,  Ltoiaii 
Covin  gtrni,  Bna  Darby,  John  DawsMi,  John  W.  !lbpei, 
WilliamPindtBy,JameaM.Oaniett,PetetM>nG«odwyiii 
Andrew  Gregg,  Silaa  Halaej,  John  Hamilton,  Jamea 
Holland,  David  Holntea,  Walter  Jones,  John  Latabeit, 
Edward  Lteyd,  Robert  Marion,  WiHiain  McOreeiy, 
Njcholaa  R.  Moon,  Thomaa  Moore,  John  Morrow, 
Bsger  Neben,  John  Porter,  John  Pn^,  J<Ab  Randolph, 
John  Kaa  of  Pennaylvania,  JA»  Bhea  of  Tenneasea, 
Jacob  Biebarda,  TbnBaa  Sanimona,  Jane*  Keen,  John 
Smilia,  J^n  Etanith,  Bainad  taidi,  Henry  Sonthaid, 
Richai4  StantMd,  n>Ulp  R.  Thnoipaon,  Abram  Trin, 
Matthew  Walitw,  JtbM  WUteUU,  Robert  WhHeUl, 
David  R.  WtlBamih  Mamaduke  WUliaBU,  AJea^er 
Wilaon,  Richard  Winn,  and  Thomaa  Wjana. 

The  oiberamendcnents  reported  from  theCoik> 
mittee  of  the  whole  House  to  the  said  bill,  were 
then  again  severally  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by 
the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
meuta  agreed  to,  be  eogrosied  and  te«d  tbe  third 
time  this  day. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  tnll  concerning  invalid  pention- 
ers.  The  bill  was  reined  with  several  amend- 
ment* thereto  ;  whieh  were  severally  twice  read, 
and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  Houie  then  proceeeed  further  to  amend  the 
said  bill  and  made  some  progresa  therein,  whea, 
the  House  adjourned  until  seven  o'elook,  P.  H. 
Eodem  die— Seven  o'doek. 

An  engrossed  bill  disapprovio^  of  an  act  pass- 
ed by  the  Governor  and  Judges  of  (be  Territory 
of  Micliinn,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  the 
Bank  of  Detroit." 

An  eogrosaed  bills  authorizing  patents  to  issua 
for  lands  located  and  surveyed  by  virtue  of  certaiq 
Virginia  resolution  warrants,  vras  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

A  meaaage  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hooae 
that  tbe  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  sent  from  this 
House,  entitled  "An  act  reapeeting  claims  to  land 
in  the  TerriMrie*  of  Orleans  aad  Lontaians,"  with 
several  ameodmeot^  lo  which  they  deaire  the  etm- 
curtenee  of  thia  House. 
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LEWIS  AND  CLARKE. 

Ad  engroued  bill  makiDg  compenMilion  to 
Messrs. Lewis aad  Clarke,  aatl  their  companians, 
wasieadihe  third  lime,  and  on  the  questioDibat  the 
«aid  bill  do  pass,  it  was  resolTed  in  the  affirmative 
— yeas  62,  nays  S3,  as  follows : 

Tbas — Willi*  Alston,  Is&ac  AndenoD,  David  Baidi 
Jowph  Barker,  Burwell  Bauett,  OrorgB  M.  Bcdiofen 
William  W.  Bibb,  Bamabai  Bidwell,  John  Blake  jr.. 
Thomu  Blosnt,  Bobert  Brown,  William  A.  Burweil, 
William  Butler,  John  Chandler,  John  Claibome,  Leou' 
turd  Corington,  Telar  Earlj,  Jamea  Elliot,  Ebea«iei 
Elmer,  Jamea  Fiak,  James  M.  GanieU,  Petenon  Good- 
■mfa,  baiah  L.  Gfhii,  Silks  HBlsey,  William  Helmi, 
David  Holmea,  Jamea  Kellj,  Thomas  Kensii,  Jolui 
Latnbeit,  Joaej^  Lewis,  jr.,  Ednard  Llojd,  Robert 
MaiioD,  Joaiab  Masters,  William  M'CreeTy  Ificholaa 
R.  Moon,  John  Morrow,  Gurdou  8.  Humford,  Rc^ei 
Nelioa,  John  Porter,  John  Fughi  John  Randolph,  John 
R«a  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Bhea  of  Tenneaaee,  Jacob 
Richarda,  Feler  Sailly,  Thomas  Sandfbrd,  Ebeneier 
SMver,  Jamea  Sloan,  ^muel  Smith,  Henry  Southard, 
Bichaid  Stanford,  David  Thomas,  Philip  B-Thonpaon, 
Eillian  K.  Van  Reiusdaer,  Peleg  Wadsrortb,  John 
WhitehiU,  Robert  WhUehill,  David  R.  Williama,  Mar- 
maduke  Williams,  Nathan  Williams,  Alexander  Wil- 
•on,  and  Thomas  Wynu. 

Nits — Silaa  Betton,  John  Campbell,  Martin  Chit- 
tenden, Fiedaiick  Conrad,  Ezra  Dariiy,  William  Ely, 
David  Hough,  DuncsQ  McFsrlsnd,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely, 
Jeremiah  Nelaon,  Gideon  Olin,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun., 
JoaUh  Quincy,  John  Roaaall,  Thomas  Sammona,  Martin 
G.  Schunemao,  Joseph  Stanton,  William  Stedman, 
Bamnel  Taggait,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Thomas  W. 
Thompaon,  Joaeph  B..Vamam,  and  Eliphalet  Wickea. 

A  motion  waa  made,  and  the  quesiioit  being  put, 
that  ih«  Hottse  do  now  adjoura,  it  passed  in  the 
nega lire— yeas  20,  naft  73. 

DUTIES  ON  SALT.! 

Onamotionmadeand  seconded  thai  the Hoase 
do  DOW  resolve  itaelT  into  a  Comminee  of  the 
whole  House  on  the  bill  repeating  the  acta  laying 
duties  DD  salt,  aod  coaiiauiDg  in  force  for  a  fur- 
ther time  the  first  sec  tioD  of  the  act,  entitled  "Aa 
■ct  further  to  protect  the  commeice  and  seamen 
of  the  Uuiled  States  against  iba  Barbae^  Pow- 
ers;" it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative — yeas  58, 
nays  41,  as  follows  : 

Tub — Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Isaac  Anderson,  David 
Bard,  Joaeph  Barker,  Banrjsll  Bassett,  George  M.  Bed- 
inger,  Banubas  Bidwell,  John  Blake,  jnn.,  Thomas 
Bhmnt,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  George 
W.  Campbell,  John  Chandler,  John  Claiborne,  Fred- 
erick Conrad,  Leonard  Covington,  Richard  Cutts,  Eira 
Darby,  James  Elliot,  Ebeaeier  Elmer,  John  W.  Bppes, 
William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  John  Fowler,  Peterson 
Ooodinn,  Andrew  Gregg,  Silas  Halsey,  John  Hamil- 
ton, William  Helms,  James  Holland,  David  Holmes, 
David  Hough,  John  Lambert,  William  McCreeiy,  Nioh- 
•lasR.  Moore, Jeremiah Morrow,Jahn Morrow,  Gideon 
Olin,  John  Porter,  John  Pogh,  John  Rea  o!  Pennayl- 
TCUia,  John  Rbea  of  Teaneasee,  Jseob  Richard,  Mar- 
tin O.  Schuneman,  Bbeneier  Seaver,  Jaa.  Sloan,  Den- 
BM  Smalt,  John  Smilie,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Southard, 
Jaaa^  Stanton,  David  Thomas,  Joseph  B.  Tamnm, 
John  WUt^iiU,  Robert  WhitehiU,  Martnadnke  Will- 
iuw,  Alaiandar  Wilson,  and  Tbooua  Wynns.^ 


Nats— Evan  Alexander,  Sitae  Bettcm,  William  W. 
Bibb,  John  Campbell,  Martin  Chittenden,  George  din- 
ton,  Jan.,  Bamnel  W.  Dana,  Peter  Early,  William  Ely, 
James  M.  Oamett,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Beth  Heatings, 
Jamea  Kelly,  Joaeph  Lewis,  jnn.,  Heniy  W.  Living- 
ston, Edward  Lloyd,  Dnncan  MacFarland,  Robert  Ma- 
rion, Jonah  Masteis,  Joaathaa  O.  Moeely,  Gordon  9. 
Mnmford,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Roger  NelaiHi,  Timothy 
Pitkin,  jun.,  Joeiah  Quincy,  John  Randolph,  John 
KuaseU,  Peter  Sailly,  Thos.  Sammons,  Thomas  Sand- 
lord,  Hichanl  Stanford,  William  Stedman,  Beqjamin 
Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tenney,  Philip  R.  Thompson, 
Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Killian  K.  Van 


The  House  accordinely  resolved  itself  into  the 
said  Committee,  and  after  some  time  spent  there- 
in, the  Committee  rose  and  reported  an  amend- 
ment thereto,  which  iras  read,  and  is  as  follows: 

"  Section  1,  line  T,  strike  oot  the  words  "  first  day 
of  Jannary,"  and  in  lieu  thereof,  insert  "  thirtieth  day 
of  September." 

A  division  of  the  question  on  the  said  amend- 
ment was  called  for,  and  on  the  question  to  strike 
out  the  words  "first  day  of  January."  it  #as  re- 
solved in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  John  Ran- 
DOLPH,  to  amend  so  much  of  the  said  amendineDt 
as  proposes  to  insert  the  words  "  thirtieth  day  of 
September,"  by  inserting  in  lieu  thereof,  the  words 
''thirty-first  day  of  March." 

Mr.  Speaker  declared  the  said  motion  to  amend 
not  to  beia  order.  From  which  decision  of  the 
Chair  an  appeal  was  made  to  the  House  by  two 
members ;  and  oa  the  question, ''  la  the  deeiaioa 
of  the  Chair  in  prderl"  it  was  resolved  in  the 
affirmative — yeas  71,  nays  10,  ufollows: 

¥ii!s — Evan  Alexander,  Isaac  Anderson,  David 
Bard,  Jowph  Barker,  Silas  Betton,  Barnabas  Bidwell, 
John  Blake,  jr.,  'Hiomas  Blount,  Robert  Brown,  Wil- 
liam A.  Barwell,  George  W.  Campbell,  John  Chand- 
ler, Martin  Chittenden,  John  Claibonie,  George  Cho. 
ton,  jr.,  Frederick '  Conrad,  Leonard  Covington,  Rich- 
ard Catta,  Eira  Dar^,  Eliaa  Earte,  Jamea  Elliot,  Wil- 
liam Findley,  Jamea  risk,  John  Fowler,  PeterMfn  0«od- 
wyn,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Halsn, 
John  Hamilton,  Jamea  Holland,  David  Holmea,  David 
Hongh,  Thomas  Kenan,  John  Lambert,  Robert  Marion, 
Joaiah Ma Bters,  William McCreery,  NIcbolssR.  Moore, 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Gurdon  8~.  Humford, 
Gideon  Olin,  John  Porter,  John  Pagh,  John  Rea  ol 
Prnnaylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Richarda, 
John  Russell,  Peter  Bsilly^  Thomaa  Sammons,  Martin 
G.  Sdiuneman,  Bbeneier  Seaver,  James  Sloan,  Den- 
nis Smelt,  John  Smilie,  Ssmuel  Smith,  HeDrySonth- 
ard,  Richard  Stanford,  Joaeph  Stanton,  David  Thomaa, 
Thomas  W.  Thomp«>n,  Uri  Tracy,  Joseph  B.  Vamnm, 
John  WhitehiU,  Robert  Whitehill,  Eliphalet  Wickea, 
David  R.  Williams,  Marmaduke  Williams,  Nathan 
WUIiama,  Alexander  WilaiHi,  and  Thomas  Wynna. 

Nais — ^BnTweD  Baaaat,  George  M.  Bedinger,  Wil- 
liam W.  Bibb,  William  Ely,  J^n  W.  Bppes,  Jamas 

Sendionl,  «id  Fbiiip  R.  f 

The  question  was  then  taken  that  the  House 
do  agree  with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  so 
mncn  of  their  said  amendment  as  propoees  to  ia- 


dbyGoo^Ie 


661 


mSTORY  OF  CONGKESS. 


Fbbkdaiy,  1807.  Duty  on 

B«Tt,  in  lien  of  the  words  sirickeD  oot,  tbe  words 
'<  ihirtieth  day  of  September,"  and  Teaolved  in  the 
affirmative. 

A  molion  was  m*de  by  Mr.  John  Ramdolfh, 
fnrtber  to  ameod  the  first  secuOD  of  (he  said  bill 
by  BirikiDg  oot  ia  ihe  seiiond  line  thereer,  tbe  word* 


A  divisioD  of  the  qaestit 
meni  was  called  for,  aod  on  the  qaesiion  to  strike 
OBC  the  words  "  thiniefa  iday  of  June,"  it  pasted 
in  the  native — yeas  20,  oays  64,  as  foUowsi 

Tbas — Inae  Andenon,  Botwelt  Butett,  Georgv  H. 
BediDgei.Silu  BetloD,  WUfiun  W.  Bibb,  Marlin CUl- 
tenden,  Jamas  Elliot,  WiUiaB  Bhr,  JaaiM'H.  Gamett, 
Edwuil  Ltojd,  Robert  Haiiou,  John  Randolph,  Jacob 
Richards,  Thomas  Sandford,  Dtnoia  Smril,  Richud 
SlaaJbrd,  Samoal  Tenney,  Philip  R.  Tbompaon.Thomu 
W.  ThompsDii,  and  David  R.  WilUams. 

N^ia— Etui  Aleiander,  WiJlia  Alston,  jr.,  DaHd 
Bud,  JouphBatker.BamibBsBidweii,  John  Blaks.jr., 
Thomas  Blount,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Burwdl, 
George  W.  Campbell,  John  Ubandler,  John  ClaiboniB, 
George  Clinton,JT,  Frederick  Conrad,  Leonard  Cor- 
ington,  Richard  CutU,  Ezra  Du-bj,  Eliss  Eaile,  John 
W.  ^pM,  William  Findlej,  June*  Fisk,  John  Fow- 
ler, Feteiaon  Goodnyn,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L. 
Oreen,  Silas  Haliey,  John  Hamilton,  Jsmes  Holland. 
David  Holmer,  Dayid  Hough,  Thomas  Kenan,  John 
Lambert,  Jnsiah  Masters,  Willism  MeCreeiy,  riiehela* 
B.  Hoora,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Qnrdon 


Rhea  of  Tenneasee,  John  Rmanll,  Peter  BaiUy,  Thomas 
Sammona,  Martin  G.  Schuneman,  Ebsneiar  BoaTer, 
James  Sloan.  John  Bmilie,  Hamnel  Smith,  Henry  Sonlh- 
aid,  Jo«ph  StanlOD,  David  Thomas,  Uri  Trsi?,  Joee|A 
B.  Vamum,  John  WhitebiU,  Robert  WhitehUl.  EUpha- 
let  Wickea,  Marmaduke  WiUtems,  Nathan  Wtlliama, 
Alexander  WitsoD,  and  Thomas  Wynns. 

Aoother  motion  waa  made  by  Mr.  J.  RANnoLPB, 
further  to  ameod  the  said  bill  byatrikiog  oat  tbe 
last  seciion  thereof,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 
"  Section  S.  AMd  be  U  fitrlhtr  tnaettd.  That  so 
mnchof  tbe  aet  paaasd  on  tbe  tweD^>fifth  day  of  March, 
oiM  thooaand  eifjit  hundrsd  and  ^r,  entitled  ■  An  acl 
fluiher  to  loeteet  the  commerce  and  aeanenorthe  United 
States  against  the  Barbaiy  Powera,  aa  ia  oontained  in 
the  firat  section  of  the  said  act,  be  and  the  same  hereby 
ia  cdnlinued  in  lorce,  until  the  fint  cky  of  January  next, 
and  no  longer  :  Frovidat,  hmuceer.  Thai  the  additional 
duty  laid  by  the  said  section,  shall  be  collected  on  all 
Bnch  goods,  wares,  and  menjiBndiie,  liable  to  psy  Ihe 
saute,  as  shall  have  been  imported  previous  to  that  day. 
And  OD  the  question  (hereupon,  it  pasaed  in 
the  negative— yeas  23,  nays  48,  as  follows; 

YiAS — Silaa  Betton,  WUlism  W.  Bibb,  Martin 
Chittenden,  Samuet  W.  Dana,  James  Elliot,  William 
EI7,  James  M.  Oamett,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  David  Hough, 
Robert  Marion,  William  McCreery,  Guidon  8.  Mum- 
(bid,  Timothy  Pitkin^Janior,  John  Randolph,  John 
RoBsdl,  Peter  Sailty,  Thomas  Sandlbrd,  Richard  Stan- 
lord,  Philip  R.  Thompson,  Thomas  W.  Thompson, 
EKphalet  Wickea,  David  R.  Williams,  and  Nathan 
WUliaio*. 

Nat*— Evan  Alexander,  Willis  Alston,  Jan.,  Isaac 
Andenon,  David  Bard,  Joaeph  Barker,  Bntwell  BasseU, 
GoMge  H.  Bedinier,  Barnabas  BidwsU,  Jd»  Blike, 


jnn.,  Thomas  Bloont,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Bur- 
well,  George  W.  Cunpbell,  John  Chandler,  John 
Claibonie,  George  Chnton,  junior,  Frederick  Coored, 
Leonard  Corington,  Richard  Cutis,  Em  Darby,  Elias 
Earle,  John  W.  Eppes,  WiUiam  Findley,  Jamea  Fi^' 
John  Fowler,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Andrmv  Gregg,  Silaa 
Halaey.John  HamiltoDiJames  Holland,  David  Holmae, 
Thotnaa  Kenan,  John  Lambert,  Nicholas  R.  Mooie, 
Jeremiah  Marrow,  John  Hocrow,  Gideon  Olin,  Jabn 
Porter,  John  Pugh,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Richards,  Martin  O.  Schn- 
Ebenezei  Beaver,  James  Sloan,  Dennis  Smelt, 
John  Smilie,  Samuel  Smith,  Henrj  Southard,  Joseph 
Stanton.  David  Thomas,  Uri  Tracy,  Joseph  B.  Vamnm, 
John  Wbilehill,  Robert  WhitebiU,  Marmadnke  Wil- 
liams, Aleisnder  Wilson,  and  Thomas  Wjoos. 

Another  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  John  Rah- 
POLPB^  CO  amend  the  said  last  section  of  tbe  bill, 
by  sliiking  out  (herefrom  the  words  ''first  day  of 
January,"  and  inserting,  in  lien  thereof)  tbe  words 
'^  thirtieth  day  or  September." 

A  division  of  tbe  qDettiao  on  tbe  said  amend- 
ment was  called  for;  and  on  theques(ion  to  strike 
out  tbe  words  "first  day  of  Januaiy,"  it  passed  in 
the  negative — yeas  24,  nays  68,  aa  follows : 

Yeia— Silas  Betton,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Clai- 
borne, Bamnel  W.  Dana,  Jsmes  Elliot,  Williahi  Ely, 
James  M.  Garlie(l,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  David  Hough, 
Robert  Marion,  Joaiah  Masteia,  William  McCreeij, 
Jona(han  0.  Mosely,  Gordon  S.  Mumibrd,  John  Ran- 
dolph, John  Russell,  Pe(er  Sailly,  Thomas  Sammons, 
ThomaaSandlord,  Richard  Stanford,  PhihpR.  Tbomp- 
■on,  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Eliphalet  Wiekes  and 
David  R.  Williams. 

Nats— Evan  Alexander,  Wilhs  Alston,  jr.,  Isaac 
Anderson,  David  Bsid,  Joseph  Barter,  Bnrwell  Baaaett, 
George  M.  Bedinger,  William  W.  Bibb,  Barnabas 
Bidwell,  John  Blake,  jr.,  Thomaa  Blount,  Robert 
Brown,  WilUsm  A.  Burwell,  George  W.  Campbell, 
John  Chandler,  George  Clinton,  jr.,  Frederick  Conrad, 
Leonard  Covington,  Richard  Cutis,  Ezra  Darby,  Eliaa 
Earle,  John  W.  Eppes,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk, 
John  Fowler,  Peterson  Goodwjn,  Andrew  Gregg,  Silas 
HsLiey,  John  Hamilton,  James  Holland,  David  Holmes, 
John  Lambeit,  Nicholas  R>  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
John  Morrow,  Gideon  01m,  John  Porter,  John  Pugh, 
John  Res  of  Pennnlvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tenaeaaea, 
Jacob  Richards,  Martin  O.  Schuneman,  Sbeneier 
Seaver,  James  Sloan,  Dennis  Smelt,  JiJin  Smilie, 
Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Joseph  Stanton,  Da- 
vid Thomas,  Uri  Tracj,  Joaeph  B.  Tamum,  John 
WhitehiU,  Robert  Whitehill,  Marmaduke  Williama, 
Nathan  Williams,  Alexander  Wilson,  and  Thomas 
Wynne. 

Another  motion  was  then  made,  by  Mr.  John 
RaNooLPH,  further  to  amend  the  said  bill  by  stri- 
king out,  in  (he  second  section  thereof,  ihe  words 
''first  day  of  January^"  and  inserting,  in  lieu  there- 
of, the  words  "  Uiirtieth  day  of  September,"  and 
passed  in  the  negMive. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  immediatelv. 

Tbe  said  bill  was  accordingly  brought  up  en- 
grOBsei)  and  read  the  third  lirae. 

■Evolved,  That  the  said  bill  do  pass,  and  that 
tbe  tiite  be,  "An  act  repealing  ibe  acts  laying  dn- 
lies  on  salt,  and  continuioK  in  force,  (or  a  further 
time,  the  fint  section  of  t£«  act,  entitled  'An  act 
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farther  to  protect  tbe  commeree  and  aeamen  of 
the  United  States  Bgainit  the  BarbBTf  Powert." 

MoNDi.Y,  March  3. 
The  Honw  retolTed  iurlf  into  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  fraro  the  Senkte, 
mtided  "Ad  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Chester." 
The  bill  was  reported  witboat  amendment,  and 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Ordered^  That  the  order  of  the  day  for  the 
Honse  to  resolve  iaio  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
an  the  bill  to  revive  and  make  permanent  "An  act 
to  prescribe  the  mode  of  taking  evidence  in  cases 
af  contested  elections  for  members  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  tlie  United  States,  and  to 
eompd  the  attendance  of  witnesses."  and  in  addi- 
tion to  the  same,  be  postponed  indefiniielf . 
INVALID  PENSIONERS. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
eoDcetning  invalid  pensioners :  Whereupon,  a 
motion  wEiH  made  by  Mr.  Blooht,  /urthei  to 
amend  the  said  bill,  by  adding  thereto  a  new  sec- 
tion, in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 
.  Sic.  6.  Ajtd  U  UAiriha-  matted.  That  tha  Saere- 
tar;  of-  War  be^  and  bBraby  is,  autiiiHiwd  to  jdaca  on 
the  pension  list  of  the  United  States  the  peraons  namad 
OD  toe  lists  of  the  MVMa)  SlUes,  .obtained  by  him,  ptar- 
snant  t?  the  TesaliUJon  of  tba  House  of  RepresanlMtTea 
of  the  saventaeuth  dsj  of  ApriJ,  ona  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  six,  at  such  rate  per  mootfa  as  haa  been 
allowed  them  br  the  States  reapectivri; ;  jmrided  it 
shall  not  eicsed  the  allowance  made  b;  the  (Jnitad 
Statas  to  other  pensionan  of  tiie  aaiofl  rank:" 

And  on  the  quastion  thereupon,  it  passed  in 
the  negative— yeas  46,  nays  53,  as  follows: 

Yixs — Bvan  Alexander,  Isaac  Anderson,  David 
Bard,  BuTwall  Bsaaett,  George  M.  Bedinger,  Thomu 
Bb>njit,  William  A.  Burwell,  William  BuUer,  John 
Cafflpball,  John  Claiborne,  Matthew  Claj,  John  Clop- 
tan,  Leonard  Covinston,  Eira  Darbj,  EUbs  Earle, 
Ebeneier  Elmer,  John  W.  Eppes,  John  Fowler,  David 
Holmes,  Walter  Joaea,  Jamea  Kelly,  Thomaa  Kenan, 
Nehemiah  Knight,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Edward  Lloyd, 
Matthew  Lyon,  Duncan  MacFarland,  Patrick  Magru. 
der,  William  M'Creeiy,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah 
Morrow,  John  Morrow,  John  Porter,  John  Khea,  of 
Tennessee,  Thomas  Sammons,  Thomas  Bandford, 
Martin  O.  Scbnnemau,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smith, 
Kchaid  Stanfbrd,  Josqth  Stanton,  Philip  R.  Thomp- 
■on,  David  B.  Wilfiams,  Msnnaduke  Winiama,  Alex- 
ander Wibran,  and  Richard  Winn. 

Navs — John  Afcher,  Silas  Betton,  Bamabaa  Bid- 
weU,  John  Blake,  jr.,  Robert  Brown,  John  Chandler, 
Martin  Chittenden,  Geoi^  CKnton,  jun.,  Frederick 
Conrad,  Orchard  Cook,  Richard  Cutta,  John  Daven- 
port, jr.,  Jamea  Elliot,  WiUiam  Ely,  Chartea  Ooldsbo- 
nMg-h,  Andrew  Gregg,  laaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Hsisey, 
8s^  Hastings,  William  Helms,  David  Hough,  John 
Lambert,  Henry  W.  Livingston,  Jonathan  O.  Hosely, 


sell,  Peter  Sailly,  Ebeoeier  Ssaver,  James  Slosn,  John 
Smilie,  Samuel  Smith,  Hsury  Sonthard,  WiUian  Sted- 
man,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Talhnadge,  Samnel 
Tenney,  David  Thomas,  Thomas  W,  Thompson,  Uti 
Tracy,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Killisn  K.  Van  BeuMe. 


laer.  Joscfdi  B.  Vamnni,  Paleg  Wadsworth,  John 
Whil^iill,  Robait  WhitehiU,  EUpfaolet  Wickes,  and 
Nathan  Wilhams. 

Ordersd,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments agreed  to,  be  engrosaed,  and  read  the  thir4 
time  this  day. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  tfat  bill  sent 
from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  prevent  set- 
tlement being  made  on  lands  oeded  to  the  United 
Stales,  until  authorized  by  law,"  together  with  a 
report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands 
thereon. 

Mr.  Q,DiHOT  moved  its  indefinite  postponement 
He  observed  that  the  provisions  <h  the  bill  weta 
highly  important^  and  aaecled  great  Canelituiisaal 
questions,  which  it  was  not  possible  for  the  Honse 
to  do  justice  to  at  so  late  a  period  ol  (lie  session. 
The  priocple  contained  in  the  first  section  was, 
that  t be  rights  of  all  persons  shall  be  forfeited,  who 
shall  undertake  to  settle  on  tbe  public  lands.  Thii 
provision  was  Dot  against  trespassers,  but  was  ob- 
viously intended  to  destroy  the  Coustitutiopal 
rights  of  those  who  had  existing  rights.  The  ob- 
ject of  the  bill  was  to  defeat  these  constitutioDol 
rights.  He  had  another  ob^tion  to  the  bilL  It 
w«Dt  to  forfeit  the  whole  right  to  the  land,  in  vi- 
olation of  the  Coastitutioti,  which  expressly  de- 
clares that  "  no  attainder  of  treason  shall  woik 
corniptioD  of  blood  or  forfeiture,  except  during  the 
life  of  the  persoii  aUainied,"— -and  yet,  under  thk 
law,  it  is  undertaken,  wilhoM  any  crime,  to  forfeit 
the  rights  of'  the  iodlvidttal,  not  only  during  hia 
lif«,hut  likewise  during  that  of  his  heira.-  He  had 
another  Constitution  a  I  objection;  The  Conli- 
tutiou  says,  "  nothing  in  this  Constitution  shall 
be  so  construed  as  to  prejudice  the  claims  of  the 
United  Statesorofany  particular  Slate."  Among 
the  rights  derived  from  the  States,  if  the  property 
has  passed,  is  the  right  of  possession.  This  tell  is 
therefore  an  invasion  of  tbe  rights  of'  the  Stales. 
There  isianoiher  Constitutional  objection.  The 
ninth  article  of  the  amendment  to  the  Conslit*- 
tion  provides  that  "iasuitsatoommoD  taw,  when 
the  value  in  controversy  shall  exceed  twenty  dol- 
lars, the  right  of  trial  by  jury  shall  be  preserved." 
Here  the  nght  is  taken  away  in  a  questiaD  of  the 
faigheai  magnitude  to  the  individual.  The  object 
ot  this  law  is  nothing  more  or  less  than  to  build 
up  the  Lemslative  power  on  the  destruction  of 
chat  of  the  Judiciary.  Thete  was  another  objec- 
tion. The  Constitution  says,  "  excessive  bail  sball 
not  be  required,  nor  excessive  fines  imposed,  nor 
cruel  and  unusual  punishments  inflicted."  Here 
is  an  extensive  fine  imposed.  Mr.  Q,  said  It  w>5 
impossible,  in  the  time  that  remained,  to  do  justice 
to  this  subject— he  therefore  hipped  it  would  bt 
indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  Gbeqg  said  he  had  no  intenjion,  on  a  pro- 
position to  postpone,  to  go  into  a  discussion  of  the 
merits  of  the  bill;  buihebelieredanattenliootoits 
provisions  would  obviate  many  of  the  objections 
raiseda^inil  it.  Hewould  not  attempt  to  jiutify 
the  bill  m  all  its  minutia-  He  hoped,  however,  the 
genttenua  would  wilhdnw  hia  mottmi ;  be  ipoaU 
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Ihw  hiTe  an  opporianilT,  when  the  bHl  vu  taken 
op,  (0  ofier  «ach  ftmendmeDta  u  might  remare 
fau  objeciians.  Mr.  O.  stiA  he  thought  (he  pro- 
priety of  tucb  B  bill  wai  justified  by  toe  neeetsitir 
of  the  case.  The  siniple  qnwiion  w«a,  wb«tber 
the  United  Stales  abonid  derive  any  bcnefii  from 
the  public  lands,  or  whether  they  sboald  be  %\iia 
up  to  intrnden.  It  rnsBt  be  known  to  every  one 
that  almost  Innnmerable  persons  bad  ECttled  down 
on  the  pnblic  lands  without  meaning  to  pay  for 
them.  Their  object  was  to  settle  down  on  them 
for  a  while,  to  sell  their  improremenu,  and  then 
make  other  settlements.  Hence,  the  absolute  ne- 
cessity of  making  soine  prorision  on  the  &ubjeal. 
Mr.  G.  said  he  had  no  particular  part  of  the  lands 
of  the  United  Slates  in  Tiew-:-he  took  the  subject 
ttpongeneral  grounds.  He  belieTed.tbe  intrusions 
were  most  numerons  in  the  Indiana  Territory; 
bnt  there  waa  no  <)iaCriat  in  which  they  bad  not 
been  made  to  a  considerable  extent.  Ha  did  not 
netend  to  say  that  thi*  law  wasthe  beat  that  could 
ne  passed  on  the  enbject — they  might  not  however 
be  able  to  get  one  mneh  better.  When  taken  np, 
it  would  be  in  the  power  of  genttemen  to  offer 
Bueh  amendmantsas  they  pleased. 

Mr.  Olin  said  he  hopt^d  the  gentleman  from 
HasaachnseitB  would  not  withdraw  his  motioo. 
He  betieTcd  no  man  woald  charge  him  with  a  de- 
sign to  eoTer  Certain  fVandulent  clairns;  bnt  he 
trusted  [he  principle  conuined  in  ibis  bill  would 
not  be  sanctioned.  They  were  not  a  judicial  body ; 
and  bad  not  a  right  to  take  the  ground  assumed 
in  the  bill.  They  had  formerly  had  an  attempt 
made  upon  them  to  sanation  claims  fooqded  in 
fraud,  and  he  had  voted  against  it.  He  should  also 
Tote  BgaiDEi  this  bill — he  would  never  agree  that 
men  Ebcnld  be  diipoiiessed  of  their  property  in 
sncb  a  way. 

Mr.  Habtinos  spake  i^ainst  the  bill,  and  in 
favor  of  the  indefinite  pObtponement. 

Mr.  N.  Williams  considered  the  bill  so  object- 
ionable that  he  could  not  vote  for  it ;  and  as,  from 
ve  short  period  of  the  session  that  remained,  it 
was  impossible  to  give  it  a  proper  attention,  he 
would  vote  for  the  postponement.  The  first  ab- 
jection he  should  make  to  the  bill  waa  ibis — that 
It  destroyed  that  right  hitherto  considered  sacred, 
the  right  of  asserting  a  claim  to  property — a  right 
that  was  established  and  coeval  with  the  laws  of 


jndivinual  who  claimed  a  right  to  a  piece  of 

Eroperty  had  a  right  to  take  possession  of  it,  and 
old  it  till  depriv^  by  process  of  law.  Here  that 
li^bt  is  denied,  and  in  the  most  uoeptionable 
manner,  bv  giving  the  President  the  power  ^ 
jodeiiig  wken  the  rights  of  the  United  Statcsare 
violaied,  and  the  power  to  dispossess  by  military 
'  force,  before  trial  of  the  case.  Mr.  W.said  this 
appeared  to  himaprincipletootyrannical  for  them 
to  adopt  at  the  present  day — to  aaiboriie  the  Pre- 
sidest  to  send  a  military  force  to  dei»ive  a  man 
of  bis  property,  without  leaving  him  anymod»of 
trying  his  righL  This  was  the  very  last  act,  which 
ought  in  no  case  to  be  resorted  to,  till  the  civil 
laws  bad  been  found  insufScieni.  Mr.  W.caidhe 
did  not  know  that  aay  such  power  had  beea  ever 


eieroiaedin  GreatBriiaut,  or  inanyotltarGoiHitry 
where  less  freedom  was  enjoyed.  The  military 
force  oughl  onl^  to  be  called  oat  when  the  oivil 
force  was  inenfficienl.  This  was  not  the  only  ob- 
jection he  had  to  the  bill.  The  oitizenswete  ren- 
dered liable  by  it  to  imprisonment  and  punishment, 
without  due  course  of  law,  nolwithstandlDg  all 
they  had  lately  heard  of  trial  by  jury,  and  the  seal 
maoifested  for  it.  More  might  be  said,  but  as  the 
time  of  the  House  was  precious,  he  wouid'forbear 
adding  anything  further. 

Mr.  D.  K.  WiLLiAHB  hoped  the  motion  would 
not  prevail ;  and  for  the  very  reasons  urged  by 
gentlemen.  If  the  detaibare  defective,  let  us  g«t 
at  thebiU — if  the  principle  is  defective,  that  indeed 
may  be  a  reason  for  poslpoitement ;  but  any  de- 
fect in  the  detail  may  be  corrected.  Mr.  W.  said 
he  could  not  but  ooogratulale  gentlemen  on  ittair 
returning  sensibililv  for  the  Conatiiutiott.  When 
their  fe^ings  had  been  harrowed  up  on  a  recent 
occasion,,  gentle  men  had  felt  no  sensibility  for  the 
Conslituuon  ;  but  when  they  come  to  the  adop- 
tion, of  a  bill,  which  went  to  affect  Yazooism,  aU 
tbeir  sensibility  was  roused.  Against  this  diner- 
ent  course  he  protested.  The  gentleman  from 
Maasachusets  had  observed  there  were  not  many 
intruders  on  the  public  lands,  but  sureir  he  could 
nothave  read  the  papers  even  of  hiseapital,  or  he 
must  have  recollect^  a  proposiiion  made  in  then 
to  raise  and  marcb  ten  thousand  men  to  take  pos- 
session of  the  public  lands.  Would  he  in  ihefaec 
of  such  a  fact  say  there  Was  no  danger  7  But,aay 
gentlemen,  will  you  deprive  individuals  of  thw 
rights  ?  And  what  arethey  aiming  at  f  Are  thar 
not  endeavoring  to  deprive  you  of  your  right*?. 
The  fact,  however,  is,  if  these  people  do  not  trea- 
pass  on  tne  public  lands  they  will  not  be  affected 
by  this  law;  and  if  they  do,  they  ought  to  be  af- 
fected by  it.  As  to  the  application  of  military 
force,  that  is  not  a  new  principle ;  as,  utuler  the 
Administration  of  Oeaeial  Wasbingtoo,  it  ww 
found  necessary  to  vast  the  power. 

Mr.  domoT. — I  did  not  mean  to  argue  llie 
details  of  the  bill  on  this  question — I  nemy  staled 
certain  considerations  to  show  that  it  was  not 
proper  at  this  time  to  discues  the  princqilaa  con* 
tained  in  th«  bilL  And  I  ask  gendeBen,  whether, 
from  the  teatper  which  has  been  maniieated,  uid 
the  importance  of  the  Biitiwet,.it  is  :possible  to  gat 
tbtongb  the  biU  during  tiiq  present  w  '  "  "" 
.1 :ii  .:.  ..:ir  ._j  £,  „  ^^ 


gentlen 


sliir,aiid£< 


caUoaaasthw 
wfie  lately,  it  may  perhaps  be  carried  throagh 
this  aeauon ;  but  if  it  be  properly  diaonssed,  h 
cannot.  Oantleman  ny  we  have  ro  ■eBsibilitf  to 
Constitutional  questions,  exeept  on  this  occaems. 
On  the  subject,  liowever,  of  Yazooism,  I  have  not 
said  a  word.  My  remarks  were  getteral.  I  placed 
that  and  all  other  claims  on  the  footing  of  the  law. 
This  bill  applies  to  the  whole  of  them. 

Mr.  Gppeb  hoped  the  motion  to  postpone  would 
not  prevail.  If  gentletiwa  were  disposed  to  dia- 
cvss  the  subject,  he  was  ready  to  meet  them, 
either  on  the  question  of  postponemeot,  or  di- 
rectly on  the  bill.  The  great  objection  is,  that 
this  13  a  violation  of  the  Coostitution  of  the  conn- 
Uy— a  violation  of  the  right  of  property.    'Rak  he 
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»ked  geatlemBD  to  show  thM  the  United  States 
hid  not  ibe  power  to  forfeit  the  right  of  iadivi- 
duals  to  property,  for  the  violatioQ  of  an  exUtiog 
law.  Was  it  not  done  every  day  in  the  case  of  the 
teremielaws;  and  whence  did  gentlemen  draw 
•  distinciioQ  between  personal  and  real  property  1 
Why  was  brandy  forfeited,  unless  brought  in 
demijohns  of  a  [nrticnlar  size,  but  because  the 
act  was  a  violation  of  the  laws  of  the  country  1 
Mr.  E.'Mid,  be  believed  candor  in  every  case  was 
the  best  course,  and  he  was  ready  to  declare  that 
ke  was  for  a  bill  to  prevent  men  having  claims 
founded  in  villanv  and  fraud  from  getting  pos- 
Mssioo  of  the  public  lands.  They  had  claims, 
and  there  was  no  tribunal  before  which  they 
could  be  broQght,  unless  they  should  by  acts  of 
violence  obtrude  themselves  upon  ihe  public 
lands.  They  could  not  by  any  fair  and  direct 
means  have  their  claims  tried ;  it  was  only  by  a 
violation  of  law  that  they  could  be  brought  -before 
the  courts.  The  plain  question  then  is,  wbeiber 
you  will  sanction  a  violationof  law,  in  order  to  ex- 
tend to  them  this  priril^T  T  lie  principle  of  using 
military  force  against  loirudets  on  public  land 
was  not  without  precedent.  Mr.  E.  said,  if  be 
was  not  mistaken,  it  had  been  practised  in  New 
Tork  by  the  present  Vice  President.  He  had  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  he  would  use  the  bay- 
onet against  any  lawless  bauditti  of  intruders. 

Mr.  N.  Williams  observed,  that  he  had  not 
■aid  this  measure  was  forbidden  by  the  Constitu- 
tion— be  had  not  examined  that  point.  He  had 
only  said  that  the  measure  was  tyrannical,  which 
leadeted  it  suficientljr  exceptionable.  As  to  the 
measure  alluded  to,  it  presented  a  very  diAer' 
enl  case  from  the  present.  Certain  persons  had 
taken  possession  of  the  lands  of  the  Indians,  on 
whose  application  coercion  had  been  appliea  to 
remove  ihero. 

Mr.  Gbbqo  said,  all  the  remarks  of  the  gentle- 
men applied  to  the  details  of  the  bill,  and  there- 
fore furnished  no  argument  for  a  postponement. 
The  eeniieman  from  Massacbusetts  seemed  to 
consider  the  temper  of  the  House  too  much  ex- 
cited to  goon  with  the  business;  but  so  far  as 
related  to  nimself,  Mr.  Q.  said,  he  was  as  cool  as  he 
ever  had  been,  or  could  be  on  any  subject.  The 
bill  was  not  limited  to  anv  parlicnlar  case,  bat 
amlied  to  all  the  public  lands  of' the  United 
Stales.  Would  gentlemen,  for  the  purpose  of  aid- 
ing and  abetting  certain  individuals  in  their 
claims,  saeriSce  all  the  other  public  lands? 
WitboQi  saying  whether  this  bill  was  perfect  or 
not,  he  was  wDling  to  declare  his  readiness  to 
me  the  strong  arm  of  the  Government  to  keep  off 
intruders ;  and  though  he  was  generally  against  an 
increase  of  the  army,  he  was  witling  in  this  in- 
stance, in  case  it  should  be  thought  necessary,  to 
augment  iL  He  believed  some  such  measure  as 
the  present  would  be  aa  act  of  justice  to  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  of  cbaritv  and  mercy  to  the  intruders. 

The  question  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
en  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill — yeas 
43,  nays  68,  as  follows : 

T(AS — JMeph  Bsrksr,  Silas  Betton,  Bimsbas  Bid- 
well,  John  Chaudiar,  Martin  Cbittoadan,  Orchaid  Cook, 


Davenport,  jr.,  Junes  Elliot,  Ebeneiei  Eimor,  William 
Elj,  Beth  Haatiiig*,  William  Helms,  David  Hough, 
James  Kelly,  Hehemiah  Knight,  Josqih  Lawia,  jr^^ 
Matthew  Ljon,  Onneaii  MacFaiiand,  JonaUian  O. 
Jtoaelj,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Gideon  Olin,  Tioiothy  Fit- 
kin,  jr.,  Joaiah' QoiiK^.  John  Rqssell,  Peter  BaiUy, 
HartiQ  O.  Scbuiemaii,  Ebenewr  Seavei,  Hnu7  South- 
ard, JcMeph  Stanton,  William  Stedmtn,  8«itael  Tag- 
gatt,  Benjamin  Tslhnsi^ti,  Samuel  Tenney,  David 
Thomss,  Thomu  W.  Thompson,  Uri  Tney,  Killian 
K.  Van  Rensselsei,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  Eli^alet 
Wickes,  Bud  Nathan  Wimuns. 

Nits — Evan  Aleiander,  Willis  Alston,  ir^  Isaac 
Anderson,  John  Aicber,  David  Bard,  Burwell  Bassett, 
Gein^e  M.  Bedinger,  WUliBin  W.  Bibb.  John  Blake,  jr, 
Thomu  Blount,  Robert  Brovra,  William  A.  BtirweO, 
William  Bntlet.  George  W.  Campbell,  John  Claiborne, 
Matthew  Clay,  John  Cloplon,  F>erJerick  Conrad,  Leon- 
ard Covingloa,  John  Dawson,  Eliu  Eu-le,  John  W. 
Eppes,.  Williun  Findley.  James  Fisk,  James  M.  Oai- 
nett,  Andrew  Gregg,  luiah  L.  Gtmh,  Silas  Hal*^, 
John  Hsnilton,  James  Holland,  Dsvid  Hidmas,  Walter 
JoQM,  Thomas  Kenan,  John  Lambert,  Edward  Lloyd, 
Patrick  Magruder,  Robert  Marion,  Josish  Maatete, 
William  McCreery,  Nii^blas  R,  Moore,  Thomas  Moors, 
Jei^mish  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Roger  Nelwa,  John 
Pogb,  John  Randolph,  John  Rca  of  Pennavtvania, 
John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Richards,  Thomas 
SammoiiB,  Thomas  Sandfbrd,  Jamas  Sloan,  Dennis 
Smelt,  John  SmiliS,  John  Smith,  Bamnsl  Smith,  Rich- 


WhitehHl,  David  R.  WiUiams,  Marmadnke  Williams, 
Alexander  Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  Joseph  Winston, 
and  Thomas  Wjniu. 

Mr.  Eppes  said  he  hoped  the  House  would 
negative  all  the  ameodments  proposed  to  the  bill, 
and  pass  it  without  them. 

The  amendments  proposed  by,  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands  principally  went  to  except  the 
Mississippi  and  Indiana  Territories  from  some  of 
the  provisions  of  the  bill.  They  were  aU  dis- 
agreed 10,  without  any  debate  of  importance  to 
large  majorities. 

Mr.  ^ciNcr  moved  to  strike  out  the  following 
part  of  the  flrst  section  of  Ibe  bill. 

"  Snch  ofiendei  or  oflendsrs  shall  forfeit  all  of  his  or 
their  right,  title,  and  claim,  if  anj  he  hath,  or  they 
have,  of  wfaataoerer  nature  or  kind  the  same  shall  or 
may  be,  to  the  lands  aforesaid,  which  he  or  they  shall 
have  taken  posaesuon  of  or  settled,  or  caosed  to  be  oc- 
capied,  talcen  possession  of,  or  settled,  or  which  he  or 


He  said  so  far  as  this  section  went  to  provide 
against  trespasses,  it  was  unnecessarv;  and  so  far 
as  it  went  to  operate  against  persons  oaving  rights 
tO'tand,  it  was  Unconstitutional.  So  far  as  re- 
spected the  former,  the  arm  of  the  law  was  suffi* 
ciently  strong,  and  they  might  be  removed  by  its 
ordinary  process.  It  was  not  cootenifed  that  this 
law  was  meant  to  apply  aninst  them — it  would 
be  absDrd  to  say  so,  when  iney  alleged  no  rights. 
The  truth  was,  this  was  a  general  law,  made  to 
•ait  a  panicolar  caw.    ThU  had  been  aeknowl- 
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were  it  not  for  ibftl  caie,  *ach  ■  l&w  nonld  pass. 
He  beliered  maki&j;  a  general  Uw  for  particular 
ctaea,  uousnal  and  uDcaattituiitiiial. 


He  obaerred  tb*t  the  gentleman  fTom  Booth 
Catolioa  had  referred  to  a  law  paased  in  the  year 
1799,  which  prereDted  any  ■eiitement  within  the 
Indian  bcHindBries.    Could  any  gentleman  com- 

Eire  the  ease  with  thisl  la  that  case  a  trcftly 
id  been  made  between  the  United  States  and 
the  IndiaDs,  one  of  the  proTifions  of  which  pre- 
vented any  oitiien  from  going  within  the  Indian 
bonndary.  Mr.  ^.  said  he  would  use  bat  one 
other  argument,  which  was,  that  thii  law  would 
be  a  mere  nullity.  If  individnala  wished  to  try 
their  title,  as  soon  as  the  military  attempted  to  re- 
moTc  them,  the  coorta  of  justice  wonld  interfere; 
and  this  would  decide  the  question  of  title  which 
gentlemen  seem  afraid  to  meet. 

Mr.  Dawson  said,  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts had  quoted  a  law  passed  in  179&— this 
was  not  the  law  referred  to,  but  one  which  had 
been  passed  in  1804,  and  which  was  precisely  in 

Mr.  dniNCY  uid,  his  reply  to  this  information 
was,  tbfti  iheiawread  related  to  the  Louisiana  Ter- 
ritory. He  hoped  that  the  laws  passed  relating 
to  that  Territory  would  not  be  made  to  apply  to 
the  old  United  states.  If  it  was  uoeonstitutional, 
it  wsa  a  nnllily ;  aod  if  Ihey  had  paued  one  un- 
constitutional law,  it  was  no  reason  for  paasing 
another. 

Mr.  Habtiho*  took  it  that  the  law  read  was 
not  in  point.  If  he  had  heard  it  eorttetij  read, 
pontshment  was  only  to  -ensue  on  confictioD, 
which  most  prenonsly  take  place  in  a  regular 
coarse  of  law. 

Mr.  Sloah  only  rose  to  obserre  that  he  hoped 
the  cottrsasnggesied  by  the  gentlemen  from  Mas- 
tacfanseits  Vould  be  adopted— that  the  Honse 
would  decide  onihesobject  by  a  silent  rote.  He 
was  as  ranch  against  precipitate  mL-asurea  as  any 
member  oD  the  door,  but  it  was  well  known  that 
this  subject  had  been  discuiised  at  large  for  the 
four  past  sessions;  and  he  belicfed  there  was  not 
a  member  ia  the  House  that  was  not  acquainted 
with  it.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  frieuds  of  the 
bill,  of  which  he  was  one,  would  take  a  silent  vole, 
and  Dot  go  into  the  discussion  of  Constitutional 

IueslioQs  at  a  period  when  it  wta  impossible  to 
nd  time. 

Mr.  HQL1.AIID  aaid  ha  cooiidered  the  part  of 
the  Mil  proposed  to  be  struck  out,  as  uncotistitn- 
tional.  What  wonld  be  its  efiecti  Were  they 
not  poIIlDg  the  people  under  a  military  govern- 
ment, rendering  them  liable  to  be  removed  by 
military  force,  and  their  property,  without  trial, 
to  be  vested  in  the  United  States  1  He  asked  een- 
llemeD,  if  they  were  prepared  to  go  these  lengths  7 
Was  it  not  a  privilege  guarantied  by  the  Consli- 
Intion,  that  no  person  should  be  divested  of  rights, 
but  by  a  jury  trial  T  He  hoped  gentlemen  were 
not  prepared  to  go  this  exueme  leitgth  lo  effect  % 


particular  purpose,  and  to  decide  io  this  peremptory 
manner.  He  hoped  they  wonld  inaiutely  con- 
sider the  bill,  before  they  enacted  a  law  so  hostile 
to  the  Constitution.  Suppose  you  pass  it,  said 
Mr.  H.,  is  it  in  your  power  to  carry  it  into 
effect?  Suppose  a  marshal  should  arrest  oneof 
these  indivtdDals,  will  he  cot  get  a  writ  of  habeas 
corpnsS  The  judges  will  not  regard  it  more 
than  a  dead  letter. 

Mr.  LroK  supported  the  motion  to  strike  out. 

On  which  the  question  was  taken  by  yeas  and 
nays — yeas  35,  nays  54,  as  fellows: 

TiiH— Joseph  Barker,  SUas  BsttoD,  Bamabu  Bid- 
well,  John  Chandler,  Haitin  ChiltendsD,  Orchard  Cook, 
Ricliard  Cutts,  Ezra  Darby,  John  Dsrenpoit, Jr.,  JamM 
Glhot,  WiUiun  Ely,  WilUam  Findlev,  James  Fisk,  John 
Fowler,  ChuL  Oaidsboreugb,  Silss  Halsej,  Beth  Hast- 
ings, William  Helms,  Jams*  Holland,  Junes  Kellj, 
Nehsmish  Knight,  Matthew  Lyon,  Timol^  Pitkin,  jr., 
Joaiah  Quincy,  John  RumsU,  Petei  Sailly,  Hency  Bouth- 
ard,  William  Stedmftn,  Samuel  Teggart,  Benj.  Tall- 
madge,  David  Thomas,  Jose phB.VamQm,PelegWad»- 
woTth,  Eliphslet  Wickee,  snd  Nathan  WilUami. 

Niii— Evan  Aleiaodei,  Isaac  Anderson,  John  Ardi- 
er,  David  Bud,  Burwell  BuMtl,  George  M.  BedJnger, 
William  W.  Bibb,  John  Blake,  jr.,  Thomas  Blonnt, 
Robert  Brown,  WilUun  A.  Burwell,  WiUism  Butler, 
John  Claiborne,  Matthew  Claj,  John  Clopton,  John 


ilton,  David  Holmes,  Thomau  Kenan,  John  Lambert, 
Edward  Lloyd,  Patrick  Magruder,  Bobert  Marion,  Ji»> 
slab  Maitera,  William  McCreery,  Nichoiaa  R.  Moore, 
Thomas  Moore,  John  Morrow,  Roger  Nelson,  John 
Pngh,  John  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylr'a,  Jacob 
Ridisids,  Thomas  Ssmmons,  Thamss  Saniffbrd,  James 
Sloan,  Deunia  Smelt,  John  Bmilie,  John  Smith,  Bam-  ' 
nel  Smilli,  Ridtard  Stanfiird,  Philip  R.  Thonpson,  John 
WhitehiU,  Robert  Whitehill,  Dand  R.  WOliama,  Mai- 
madnke  WUIianM,  Richard  Winn,  Joaaph  Winsl<ui,  and 
TtuHMM  Wynne. 

Mr.Q,cii(oy  offered  the  following  proviso  to  the 
first  section : 

"  Provided,  aito.  That  nothing  in  this  .act  shall  pie- 
vent  any  person  claiming  title  tn  any  such  lands,  under 
or  by  virtue  of  an  act  or  grant  of  any  State,  from  peacea- 
bly entering  thereon,  for  the  purpose  of  being  enabled 
thereby  to  bring  to  a  judicial  decision  at  law  or  in  equity 
the  validity  of  the  title  so  claJoied." 

Mr.  ftniHCY  aaid  he  made  thia  motion,  beeatiaa 
be  .considered  this  section  no  mote  nor  leas  than 
laveUedBttbeJadiciaryofihe  United  State*;  and 
that  hia  vote  might  be  recorded,  he  would  ask  for 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

Hr.  GtoLDSBOionoB  would  merely  observe  that 
he  believed  the  most  correct  policy  was  to  preserve 
the  lands  of  the  United  States  in  the  exact  aitna* 
lion  in  which  they  were.  He  was  opposed  to  the 
principle  of  forfnture,  as  going  too  far  against  the 
claiinants.  He  was  alto  against  this  provision,  as 
tiuerfering  lo  operate  in  their  favor.  Until  a  final 
decision,  Ee  hoped  the  bnsiness  would  rest  a*  it 
then  stood. 

Mr.  Qdinot  said  it  was  not  his  object  to  do  any- 
thing to  favor  these  claims.  His  only  object  was 
to  preserve  to  them  the  rights  they  already  pot- 
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The  question  was  then  taken  bf  ytme  and  nays 
on  the  proviso,  and  decided  in  the  oegaiive — yeas 
30,  nays  64,  ai  follows : 

Tsjts— JoMph  BsAer,  SIm  Bettoo,  Bsmabu  Bid- 
w«U,  John  Chsiiillsr,  Mtti^  ChitteodeD,  Orchard  Cook, 
Bichsid  Calla,  John  DaTeaport,  ji.,  Junes  Elliot,  £b- 
■nraer  Elmer,  Willism  Elj,  Willism  Findle;,  Jsm« 
Fiik,  John  Fonler,  Iniah  L.  Green,  Seth  Usrtings, 
Junes  Holland,  Nehemiah  Knight,  Jeremiah  Nelson, 
Jonah  Quincf,  John  Ruiaell,  Martin  G.  Bcbnnemui, 
Joseph  Stanton,  WiUiun  Stedman,  Samuel  Tiggfart, 
Benjamin  TsJlmadge,  Samuel  Tennej,  Thomas  W. 
Thompson,  EUphalet  Wickes,  and  Nathan  Williams. 

Niii— Evan  Aleiaoder,  Willis  Alslon,  jr.,  Isaac 
Anderson,  John  Archer,  David  Bard,  Burwell  Busett, 
George  M.  Bedingei,  WUIiam  W.  Bibb,  John  Blake,jr., 
Thomas  Blount,  Robert  Brown,  Wilham  A.  BnrweU, 
"William  Butler, George  W.Campbell, John  Claiboroe, 
Matthew  Clav,  George  Chnton,  jr.,  John  Clopton,  Fred- 
erick Conrad,  Leonard  CoTingion,  Eirs  Darby,  John 
Dawson,  Elia*  Earle,  John  W.  Eppes,  Jamet  M.  Gar- 
nett,  Charles  Ooldsboroagh,  Peterson  Qoodwjn,  John 
RamillOQ,  David  Holmes,  John  G.  JackKin,  Walter 
Jones,  James  Kelly,  Thomas  Kenan,  John  Lambert, 
Edward  Llo;d,  Patrick  Magmder,  Robert  Marion,  Jo- 
■iah  Maateia,  William  McCreeir,  Nicholas  R.  Moore, 
Thomas  Moore,  Roger  Nelson,  John  Pugh,  John  Ran- 
dolph,John  Rea  of  PennajlTsma,  Jacob  lUcharda,  Peter 
Saiilj,  Thomas  Sandfbrd,  James  Sloan,  Dennis  Smelt, 
John  Smilie,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  H^nrj  South- 
ard, Richard  Slanford,  Philip  B.  Thompson,  Joseph  B. 
Vamnm,  John  WhitehUI,  Robert  Whitehill,  David  &. 
Williams,  Marmaduke  Williams,  Ridurd  Winn,  Joseph 
Winston,  and  Thomas  Wjnns. 

A  motion  was  then  made  b^  Mr.  Lattimore 
to  amend  the  said  bill,  by  adding  ft  new  seoiion, 
-  in  tfae  words  following,  to  wit: 

Sac  3.  And  be  it  fitr^ter  enaetid.  That  nothing  in 
liltM  aot  contained  shall  be  oonstnted  to  aj^ly  to  any 
paisim  or  pnaons,  at  (be  legal  rapm«atati*es  of  any 
person  or  persons,  who  were  resident  in  the  Miasis- 
•i^  Territory,  oo  the  twen^-seventh  day  of  October, 
one  tbouiand  seren  hundred  and  nine^'five,  and  who 
had,  prior  to  that  day,  obtained,  either  from  the  Briliab 
GoTemment  of  West  Florida,  or  from  the  Spanish 
Government,  any  warrant  or  order  of  surrey,  for  lands 
lying  In  the  laid  Terrilory;  nor  to  an^  other  person 
or  persons,  or  their  legal  representatives,  who  ma; 
iMve  settled  prior  te  the  fifth  day  of  February,  one 
Ibonsand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-nine,  on  a  tract  of 
hid  in  Mid  Tenhory,  eonsiBtently  with  the  poviaions 
fld  *e  aaeoad  ssolion  itf  the  act,  fasaed  Ae  thiid  day 
^  lUicfa,  ene  theuaand  dght  hnndred  atid  thtea,  reg- 
niuing  aio  gnnta  of  land  sonlli  <rf  Ike  Slate  of  Tea- 
neasee  i  Promkd,  I^t  persons  daining  as  above 
Asli  file  Uwdr  cUims  *idi  die  r^aslar  of  the  proper 
land  office,  betose  the  first  day  of  January  next. 

.  And,  OB  the  question  thenapon,  it  pasaed  ii 
BKalive— ayen  SQ,  n&ys  48. 

Mr.  FisK  said,  that  ralber  than  har«  such  n 
ininciple  introduced  into  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  as  was  coDiatced  in  this  bill,  he  wonld 
prefer  seeing  all  the  Yazoo  land  sunk  in  the  sen. 
He  had  no  idea  of  seeing  the  rights  to  property 
iTied  at  the  point  of  the  nyonct.  He  had  often 
beard  ibe  Ytzoo  represented  as  a.  wicked  buii- 
oess.  He  believed  it  was  snch;  but  he  had  evei 
hoped  that  the  Judiciary  would  not  be  affeeted 


by  it.  This  was  nothing  more  nor  lets  than  pro- 
vidiog  by  an  aimed  force  to  lutn  men  off  fjora 
the  land  they  occnpy,  and  to  deprive  them  of 
iheii  rights,  if  they  had  any.  If  they  had  do 
ri{[bla,  It  was  unnecessary  to  introdoce  sUeh  a 
principle  into  the  bill ;  and  if  they  had,  they  were 
to  be  divested  of  them  by  an  armed  fwee  without 
a  trial  by  jury.    He  would  aak  if  this  were  Con- 


stitutional?    He  would  aik  sentlemen  where 
were  the  feelings  which  theyoad  recentlv 
played  for  the  rights  of  the  people  who  haa 


them  here  1  He  wished  gentlemen  to  MOoUeet 
the  maxim  they  laid  down,  that  it  was  immue- 
ial  who  were  the  persons  affectnd,  the  righu 
wen  the  same,  and  their  invasion  as  daogerons 
o  the  person  of  the  lowest  wretch  es  in  that  of 
he  most  exalted  obamcier.  Mr.  F.  said  he  was 
decidedly  against  the  bill,  and  should  vote  for  it* 
rejection. 

The -bill  was  iounediately  read  the  third  lisM. 

Mr.  Lton  spoke  against  its  passage. 

When  the  que 
yeas  and  nays,  ■ 
yeas  57,  nays  44,  as  follows: 

TiAS— Evan  Alsiander,  Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Isaac 
Anderson,  John  Archer,  David  Bard,  Burwell  Basaelt, 
George  M.  Bedinger,  William  W.  Bibb,  John  Blake, 
jun.,  Thomas  Blount,  Robert  Brown,  Wilham  A.  Bur- 
well,  William  Bntler,  John  CUibome,  Matthew  Cl», 
John  Dawson,  Elisa  Earle,  John  W.  Eppes,  James  M. 
Gamatt,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  And^w  Gregg,  John 
Bamiltan,  David  Holme^  Walter  Jones,  Thomas 
Kenan,  John  Lambert,  Edward  Lloyd,  Patrick  M*. 
grader,  Robert  Manon,  Josiah  Masters,  William  Mo- 
Creery,  Nidiolas  R.  Moore,  Thomaa  Hoore,  Sosar 
Nelson,  John  Poftcr,  J(*n  Pogh,  John  Kandriph,  Jtrfm 
Ben  of  Fenn^lvanlai,  Jaeob  Riehaids,  Thoaas  Sa^ 
moM,  Thomas  Sandfixd,  James  Slean,  Deonia  SmAi 
John  Snulis,  John  Smith,  Ridkard  Stanfiml,  Ptuliv  S. 
Thompson,  Abram  Trigg,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  John 
WhitsbUI,  Robert  Whitehill,  David  R.  Williams,  Mac 
maduke  Willisnu,  Alexander  Wilson,  Rii^aid  Winn, 
Joseph  Winston,  and  Thomas  Wynns.   f 

Nils— Joseph  Backer,  SUaa  BeCton,  Barnabas  Bid- 
welt,  John  Chandler,  Martin  Chittenden,  Orchaid 
Cook,  Richard  Cutis,  Samnel  W.  Dana,  En  Daiby, 
John  Davenport,  jun.,  James  iniiot,  Ebenewr  Gbnet, 
William  Findley,  James  Fiak,  John  Fowler,  Chsriae 
Goldsborougb,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Seth  Hastings,  Wok 
Hehos,  Jas.  HoHand.  David  Hough,  Nehemiah  Knight, 
Joseph  Lewis,  Jun.,  Matthew  Lyon,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Jonathan  O.  Hosely,  Gordon  S.  Mmnford,  Jeremiah 
Nelson,  Gideon  Olin,  Timothy  Pitkin,  Jan.,  Josi^ 
QniniT,  John  RnseeH,  Peter  BaUly,  Hntin  G-  Sofaonv 
man,  Henn  Southard,  Joseph  Slanlon,  WilHam  Slad- 
man,  Benhmin  TaUmadge,  Saaael  TsoimWi  David 
Thomas,  Tbemaa  W.  ThinnpsoB,  Nathan  WffliaBS, 
and  Eliphtlet  Wiokes. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  i  Committee  of 
the  Whole  oa  the  bill  making  appropriations  fot 
carrying  into  effect  certain  treaties  wiih  the  Cher- 
okee and  Piaokeshaw  tribes  of  Indians.  The  bill 
was  reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to 
be  eogroased,  and  read  Ibe  third  time  this  day. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  uDlil  half  past 
six  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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EoDBH  DiB—Baif  patt  nx  o'clock. 
Ordered,  Thit  the  ««lect  committee,  to  whom 
was  rererred,  on  the  tenth  ultimo,  a  mesaaKe  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  of  the  thrrtjr- 
firsi  of  Jaouar;  last,  iransmiuiog  a  report  of  the 
Commissi  oil  eri  nnder  the  act,  passed  tne  twenif- 
ninth  day  of  March,  one  ihousaDd  eight  hundred 
and  six,  eniilled  "An  act  to  regnlate  the  laying 
oat  and  maUng  a  road  from  Cumberltnd,  in  the 
Slate  of  Maryland,  to  the  State  of  Ohio."  ha  dis- 
charged from  the  farther  consideration  thereof^ 


okee  and  Piankeshaw  tribes  of  Indians  vas  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Heuse  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
menu  proposed  by  the  Seoate  to  the  hiil,  eniiiled 
"An  act  providing  for  the  punishment  of  certain 
crimes  against  the  United  States:"  Whereupon, 

Hatdted,  That  this  House  do  agree  to  the  said 
ametidraent. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  respecting  claims  to  land  in  the  Territo- 
ries of  Orleans  and  Looisiana."    Whereupon, 

Raolved,  That  this  House  do  agree  to  the  said 
amendment. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  hill,  entitled 
"An  act  making  appropriations  for  finishing  the 
south  wing  of  the  Capitol,  and  for  other  purposes." 
Whereupon, 

Raolved,  That  this  House  do  agree  to  the  said 
amendments.' 

Ordend,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
to  whom  was  committed,  on  the  twelfth  altimo, 
the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
regulating  the  grants  of  land  in  the  Territory  of 
Michi^n,"  be  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof. 

The  bill  was  then  read  the  third  lime,  and 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  sent 
from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  confirming 
elaims  to  land  in  the  district  of  Tincen&ea,"  and 
made  several  amendments  thereto  at  the  Clerk' 
Uble. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend 
ments,  be  read  the  third  time  lO'ioorTOW. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  whom  was 
eomraitied,  on  the  third  altimo,  the  bill  sent  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  explain  the  act, 
entitled  'An  act  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled 
■An  act  to  divide  the  Territory  of  the  United  States 
Northwest  of  the  river  Obia  into  two  separate 
governments,  were  discharged  from  the  further 
consideratioD  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  read  the  third 
time  to-morrow. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  the  House  to  resolvi. 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  regulating 
the  granting  of  regisien  in  case  of  ships  and  ves- 
sels of  the  United  States  becoming  the  property 
of  hank  and  insurance  companies^"  was  postponed 
indefinitely. 

9tb  Cos.  Stl  S»8.— jS3 


H.OPR 

The  order  of  the  day  for  the  House  to  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "Aa  act  in  addition 
—  the  act  eitBblt>hing  a  Mint  and  regulating  the 

ins  of  (he  United  States,"  was  postponed  indefi- 

Mt.  8.  Shitb  presented  to  the  Houses  pelitioD 
of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  Stdte  of  Pennsvlva- 
~'i,  preying  a  revision  aod  amendment  of  tbe 

'eral  acts  to  establish  the  judicial  courts  of  the 
United  Stales.— Laid  on  the  table. 
PUBLIC  LAND8. 

The  Honse  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  making  provision  for  car- 
rying into  effect  tbe  Chickasaw  treaty. 

Having  agreed  to  strike  out  the  followiog  pro- 
ision,  the  Committee  rose  and  reported  tbe  tall: 

Sic.  3.   And  bt  U  further  enacted.   That  if  any 


any  of  the  lands  tlius  c 


person  shall  make,  or  attempt  to  make,  a  settlement  m 

.    .  the  MiMiiMppi  T 

r7,  or  sItaJI,  onlau  aulhorixed  so  to  do  by  ue  (UrvajM 
of  the  public  lauJi,  iMitfa  of  Tcnnesaee,  anrTey  or  at- 
tempt to  survey  such  landa,  or  dtdgatte  bonndariea  by 

rking  trees  or  otharwiie,  mch  offiuidei  shall,  on  con< 

ion  thereof  in  any  court  of  the  United  States,  or  of 
any.  of  the  Xtrriloriea  of  the  saoie,  forfeit  and  pay  • 

sum  not  less  than  dollars,  nor  exceeding  

dollars,  and  soBer  impriunment  for  a  term  not  lesa 

than months,  nor  exceeding years ;  and  it 

er  be  lawfiil  tor  the  President  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  and  he  is  herehj  required,  to  employ  snch 
military  force  aa  he  may  judge  necesaair,  to  remove 
froal  tbe  laid  lands  any  person  who  aball  make  or  at- 
tempt to  make  any  settlement  as  afbreeaid :  Provided, 
That  nothing  herein  centained  shall  aflect  perscm*  mak- 
ing settlement  on  lands  porchased  from  the  United 
States  in  conicemity  with  the  preceding  aeetion  of  this 
act. 

The  queatioD  of  eoncoirence  with  the  Com- 
mittee havinc;  been  put — 

Mr.  J.  RtRDOLPH  hoped  the  House  would  not 
agree  to  concur ;  and  for  a  reason  which  he  did 
suppose  would  Mrike  every  member.  It  was  true 
that  a  law  bad  passed  the  two  Houses  that  would 
fully  provide  for  the  general  case  of  inttuaiona 
on  the  public  lands,  but  which  he  understood  wu 
disavowed  by  gentlemen  to  have  passed  for  a  par- 
ticular case.  Admit  that  it  was  passed  for  a  par- 
ticular ease,  and  suppose  it  meets  that  case,  yet  it 
has  only  passed  the  two  Houses  of  Congress — il 
is  nola  law — it  ii  competent  to  the  SxecntiTc  to 
put  his  negative  upon  it.  I  do  not  mean  to  say, 
>aid  Mr.  K.,  that  this  is  probable,  but  this  Houae 
onght  never  to  consent  tu  pass  a  taw  covering  the 
Yazou.olaims,  without  accompanying  tbe  appro- 
priation vilh  some  simitar  provision,  to  put  it  out 
of  the  power  of  either  branch  of  the  Oovemmcnt 
to  defeat  the  manifest  intentions  of  this  House, 

If  the  Prceident  had  notified  to  ns  that  the  act 
we  had  passed  was  a  law,  then  the  EU^estioD* 
we  have  oeard  urged  would  be  proper.  Bat  what 
would  be  the  situation  of  the  Hoiue  if  the  bill 
passed  this  mornioj  should  be  returned  with  the 
negative  of  the  President)  and  if  ihia  act,  with- 
out this  provision,  had  in  the  mean  time  pasaed 
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the  Honte?  Wh«n  I  say  ibis,  {  Jo  not  m 
insin  Date  the  leaat  probability  of  a  negali' 
it  becomes  the  Mou»  to  be  true  to  themseWes  uid 
the  natien.nnd  not  to  neglect  their  duty,  undei 
the  idea  of  otheta  doing  their  duty.  The  Sen- 
ate, I  am  nov  adrtsed,  are  electing  a  President 
pro  tempore.  It  might  happen  that  the  Preaident 
and  Vice  President  should  both  die  to-night ;  the 
President  j^rotenqxire  would  then  be,theEiecu- 
tive.  This  is  not  probable,  bat  possible;  and  it 
becomes  us  so  toaci  that  nothing  which  can  occur 
shall  be  able  (o  defeat  our  purpose. 

Mr.  Fise;  spid,  if  he  were  disposed  to  render  the 
proeeediugs  of  the  House  perfectly  ridiculous,  he 
mmld  agree  to  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman 
from  Vir^nia.  They  had  already  passed  a  bill 
to  prohibit  persons  from  intruding  on  the  puUic 
hiads,  which  inflicted  a  different  punishment  from 
Chat  contained  in  this  bill.  If  the  bill  passed  io 
its  present  shape,  which  taw  would  gOTern  1  The, 
bill  we  hare  pasaed  forfeits  ihe  property,  while 
this  does  not  forfeit  It,  but  imposes  a  different 
penalty.  Would  the  court  inflict  oue  ot  both  the 
puaishmenls?  One  error  produces  another,  and 
the  moment  one  false  step  Is  taken,  the  more  a 
man  blnnders  the  more  he  is  inTolved  in  difficulty. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  said,  he  could  not  conceive 
the  argumetaum  a^  abmrdo  in  ihe  satae  light 
with  the  gentleman  from  Vermont.  It  might  be 
from  some  natural  defect,  or  from  the  fatigue  of 
attending  tea  or  twelve  hours  a  day,  his  mind  was 
clouded.  But  no  proposition  appeared  to  him 
clearer  tbaa  this:  tliat  if  the  House  meant  that 
the  lands  in  the  four  Georgia  setilements  should 
never  be  open  for  settlement,  unless  accompanied 
by  a  law  for  the  pimiahment  of  intruder*,  then 
they  ought  to  retain  this  section.  -  There  was  no 
imperious  necessity  for  carrying  the  Chickasaw 
treaty  into  effect,  though  he  was  willing,  on  proper 
twiQi^  to  make  provision  for  it ;  but  the  same  rea- 
son that  induced  them  to  refuse  appropriations 
the  last  sesuon  until  remoreiL  ought  to  £aTe  the 
same  effect  this  session.  .If  gentleaien  would 
show  that  a  bill  in  an  inchoate  state  had  the  force 
of  alaw.  thearguments  urged  against  this  {»0Tis- 
ioB  would  be  correct ;  but  this  cannot  be  done. 
Ought  you  to  legislate  on  a  subject  of  this 
tnre,  on  an  uncertainly;  when  a  certainty  can  be 
obtained  ?  Will  any  man  say  that  that  is  as  cer- 
tain which  has  not  taken  place  as  that  which 
hut 

It  is  not  certain  that  a  bill  passed  by  the  two 
HoDses  will  become  a  law.  I  recollect,  wheii  a 
boy,  attending  in  the  lobby,  when  a  billforappor- 
tioning  represeniatires  came  from  GenorBl  Wash- 
ington, with  his  reasons  of  dissent,  and  that  it 
was  aolually  rejected  by  the  twoHouses.  What 
happened  in  that  instance  may  happen  again — 
may  posuhly  happen-  No  man  can  deny  this. 
We  ought,  therefore,  to  guard  against  such  a  pos- 
sibility. I  have  no  objection  to'  strike  out  this 
section,  provided  gentlemen  agree  to  insert  the 
provisions  of  the  bill  we  have  passed.  If  the  hilt 
passes  in  its  present  shape,  it  will  at  best  be  a  work 
of  sapererogation.  If  one  law  punishes  by  fine 
and  imprisonineot,  and  the  other  by  a  forfeiture 


of  the  property,  I  do  suppose  the  intruder  would 
incur  both  the  petialties.  Suppose,  for  smtiggling, 
a  man  should  be  subject  by  one  act  to  a  forfe^tnn 
of  the  property,  and  afterwards  another  aetshould 
be  passed  punishing  him  with  fine  and  imprison- 
ment, he  would  undoubtedly  incur  all  the  penal- 
ties. If,  however,  the  bill  we  have  pasted  shall 
lo-morrow  become  a  law,  which  it  is  almost  cer* 
tain  that  it  will,  then  this  provision  may  be  amend- 
ed, or  changed,  or  modihed,  by  the  other  branch 
of  the  Legislature.  But  should  there,  notwith- 
standing, be  no  necessity  for  two  punishments  for 
the  samie  offence,  it.  would  be  competent,  I  pre- 
sume, for  the  attorney  of  the  district  to  indict  u&- 
der  either  law.  I  wish,  however,  the  House  to 
recollect  that  I  disclaim  all  professional  know 
ledge  of  law — a  little  knowledge  on  this  subject  it 
a  dangerous  thing — and  ftom  ^U  evils  defend  me 
from  little  lawyers. 

Mr.  Fise. — The  gentleman  thinks  the  attorney 
may  indict  under  either  law.  After  the  remaru 
i^e  have  beard  from  him,  be  need  not  tell  us  that 
be  knows  tittle  of  law.  What  will  be  the  effect 
of  this,  if  this  provision  is  retained  1  Will  equal 
justice  be  rendered  to  all  men  1  One  man  will  be 
punished  for  the  same  offence  in  a  particular  way 
under  one  law,  and  in  a  different  way  under  an- 
other. If  this  is  justice,  I  hare  been  eternallr  in 
the  dark,  and  I  acknowledge  ttiy  ignorance.  One 
law  is  not  a  supplement  to  the  other,  but  they 
are  both  supreme.  The  point  is  too  ridiculous  for 
^gument. 

Mr.  AiJixANDEH  said,  that  every  reason  which 
had  induced  the  House  to  adopt  the  bill  passed  in 
the  morning  operated  with  equal  force  to  retain 
this  section.    He  should,  therefore,  rote  against 

Mr.  BiBB  said,  that  a  abort  time  having  only 
elapsed  since  he  had  taken  his  seat  in  the  Houst^ 
he  had  not  intended  tbus  early  to  have  taken  a 

Krt  in  debate  ;  but  as  this  was  a  subject  on  which 
I  own  feelings  were  much  interested,  and  in 
which  the  interests  of  bis  oonstituents  were  deep- 
ly involved,  be  should  submit  a  fev  observatiotu, 
tne  object  of  which  would  be  to  show  that  there 
was  no  absurdity  in  the  section  under  considera- 
tion. It  was  true  they  had  passed  a  general  law 
respecting  intrusions  on  the  public  Unds,  but  they 
might  DOW  think  it  proper  to  pass  a  particular 
law  relative  to  particular  caset^  to  make  the  pun- 
ishment of  settling  on  these  lands  greater  than  for 
settling  on  the  other  lands  of  the  United  Slates. 
Whence  this  necessity  1  Thev  knew  thai  these 
lands  were  pretended  to  be  claimed  by  a  large 
body  of  men,  headed  by  persons  in  high  authority. 
The  punishment  under  the  general  law  only  pro- 
vided for  removal,  and  for  a  forfeiture  of  the  prop- 
erty. He  believed  these  penalties  would  not  de- 
ter these  people  from  intruding  on  the  lands  tber 
claim.  His  abject  was,  in  ease  they  make  such 
intrusion  cooliary  to  law,  to  put  them  in  jail«od 
keep  them  there.  It  was  however  saidltiat  these 
Iwo  laws  would  come  in  conflict  with  each  other. 
But  he  could  see  no  difficulty  on  this  score,as  the 
one  was  general  and  the  other  particular  in  its 
applicatioit.    In  this  instance,  therefore,  the  de- 
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cisioQ  must  he  under  (hat  act  which  is  puticu- 
larlr  applicable  to  ihis  case. 

Mr.  BiDWELL. — Suppose  both  acta  go  into  ef- 
fect; this  is  not  an  additional  punishmeal  for  the 
game  offence.  It  applies  to  the  same  land  as  the 
other  law,  and  poDisaes  the  act  as  a  distinct  of- 
fence. The  saine  person  is  liable  to  be  puaished 
under  both  acts  for  the  same  offence.  It  appears 
to  ma,  in  whatever  li^hi  genilemen  view  the 
offence,  It  would  be  a  Tiolation  of  justice  to  sub- 
ject a  person  to  two  different  triaU  for  the  same 

Mr.  J.  Rahdolpb  said' he  had  waited,  contrary 
to  his  iacUoklion,  to  get  this  treaty  carried  into 
effecL  As  soon  as  it  was  passed  be  should  go 
home.  His  friend  from  Georgia  had  stated  a 
strong  reason  for  retaioiDg  tbis  section,  to  wit : 
thai  the  peofJe  against  whom  it  was  intended  to 
guard  were  without  anf  species  of  rigbL' Alittle 
reflection,  said  Mr.  R.,  would  have  enabled  me  to 
see  that  tne  gentlemaa  froia  Vermont  and  other 
gentlemen  are  on  this  occasion  odIjt  laboring  in 
their  vocation.  It  did  not  strike  me  that  those 
gentlemen  opposed  the  bill  we  passed  in  the  morn- 
ing. Had  tbis  circumstance  occurred  to  me,  I 
should  have  suffered  the  thin, 
course  it  did  before.    I  will,  ^ 

attention  of  the  House  to  the  Wyoming 
What  did  Pennsylvania  in  that  instance  do  7  She 
tampeFed  and  applied  palliations,  till  the  people 
bullied  her  out  of  the  land.  The  same  thing  took 
place  in  Ohio — a  number  of  people  vrent  there 
and  sal  down  oa  the  public  lands,  &od,  (hey  con- 
tinued their  applications  uptil  ihejr  found  a  Con- 
gress disposed  to  come  into  their  views,  to  take  a 
million  of  acres  fromithe  public  and  give  to  them. 
I  venture  to  say,  that  if  it  eosoei  to  mere  quibble. 
th«  Yazoo  people  can  show  a  more  colorable 
claim,  C  though  1  contend  they  have  no  claim,)  to 
botch  up  their  demands,  than  the  peoirie  of  New 
Vork  or  the  Connecticut  Reserve,  who  did.  not 
pretend  to  show  even  a  royal  grant,  or  even  a 
shred  of  parchment,, and  yet  they  got  the  land. 
Row  did  they  get  iti  In  the  saije  way  that  the 
Tazoo  people  will  get  ibis  land,  unless  some  such 
act  as  tbis  is  jiassed ;  for  I  am  of  opinion,  since 
my  friend  from  Georgia  has  xpoken,  (hat  the  act 
passed  this  mofniny  will  not  be  a  sufficient  rem- 
edy. The  real  springs  of  this  tiosiness  are  here, 
at  New  York,  and  at  Boston.  The  miserable 
creatures  who  sat  down  on  these  lands  will,  un- 
der tbe  law  we  have  passed,  only  forfeit  their 
leases.  I  do  think  the  observations  of  my  friend 
from  Georgia  have  great  weight,  and  if  tbe  law 
passed  this  morning  were  iu  (be  office  of  (be  Sec- 
retary of  Slate,  I  should  still  be  for  this  provision. 
I  think  the  case  calls  for  strict  legislative  atten- 
tion, and  I  hope  the  House  will  never  agree  to 
extinguish  the  Indian  title  to  these  lands  without 
as  accompanying  provision  to  prevent  any  law- 
less attempts  to  rob  the  people  of  their  patrimony. 

Mr.  Sloan.— I  will  not  take  up  the  time  of  the 
House  in  slating  possible  occurrences,  although  I 
migfat  suppose  that  an  ear(hquake  would  sink  ui 
before  the  hour  of  adjournment.  I  rise  only  to 
notice  the  observation  of  the  gcntlemiin  that  those 


opposed  to  the  other  bill  are  in  favor  of  striking 
out  this  section.  I  was  a  zealous  friend  of  thai 
bill,  but  I  hope  the  laws  of  the  United  States  will 
not  be  turned  into  ridicule.  I  will  suppose  a  plain 
case.  I  will  suppose  a  State  to  pass  a  general 
law  for  the  punishment  of  a  crime  throughout 
the  State,  and  another  law,  with  different  penal- 
ties, for  punishing  it  in  a  particular  county — 
would  not  that  be  absurd  1  I  think  the  law  pass- 
ed in  the  morning  is  sufficient,  and  I  hope  we 
shall  never  so  depart  ffom  ttie  principles  of  jus- 
tice as  to  point  the  £nger  of  scorn  at  a  particular 
part  of  the  country. 

Mr.  HoLLAifD  said  he  would  not  be  opposed  to 
preventing,  by  proper  laws,  persons  from  settling 
on  the  public  lands  ;  hut  so  cautious  were  all  laws 
that  respected  tbe  rights  of  individuals,  even 
where  there  was  only  a  color  of  title,  and  so  can- 
tipus  had  been  tbe  people  in  the  State  which  he 
represented,  that  no  power  existed  to  remove  a 
man  but  through  a  course  of  law.  He  thought 
the  same  course  ought  to  be  pursued  by  the  Unit- 
ed States,  and  that  the  rights  of  individuals  ought 
not  (o  be  prejudged  by  the  Legisla(i]re  of  (he 
ETnion,  who  ought  in  such  cases  to  be  particularly 
careful  not  to  entrench  on  the  powers  of  the  Ju- 
diciary. 

Mr.  dciNcr  rose  to  make  a  single  observation. 
He  shonld  say  nothing  of  the  seneral  principle 
contained  in  it,  but  he  took  the  ooject  of  this  sec- 
tion to.  be  no  other  than  to  coerce  the  Executive; 
for  the  eeolleman  from  Virginia  bad  told  them 
that  if  they  passed  tbis  provision,  this  bill  would 
still  be  under  their  direction,  if  (he  Executive  did 
not  approve  the  ^neral  law.  Suppose  the  Exec- 
utive should  reject  (bat  bill ;  but  for  the  fear  of 
losing  this,  would  gentlemen  pretend  (0  say  that 
this  was  a  proper  coarse  for  the  Legislature  to 
pursue? 

Mr.  SuiLiE  aaiS  he  had  several  objections  to 
tbe  provision.  He  should,  however,  state  bnt  one. 
He  shonld  never  agree  to  punish  the  same  offence 
with  different  punishments. 

Mr.  Alston. — I  am  sorry  to  lake  up  the  time 
of  the  House,  but  when  I  hear  principles  contend- 
ed for  so  injurious  to  the  State  which  I  have  the 
honor  to  represent,  I  caonot  remain  silent.  It  has 
been  tbe  great  wish  ot  the  people  of  thai  State 
for  several  years  past  to  get  the  Indian  titles  ex- 
tinguished, to  which  effect  we  have  received 
repeated  instructions.  This  Is  the  land  which 
North  Caroline  considered  as  belonging  to  her 
before  the  formation  of  this  Government,  and 
since  the  whole  delegation  has,  year  afler  year, 
waited  on  the  President  to  obtain  an  extinguisb- 
ment  of  the  Indian  title.  Now,  alter  this  object 
has  been  effected,  it  is  proposed  to  clog  it  witt  a 
provision  which  cannot  fail  to  defeat  it.  Lost 
year  a  similar  provision  was  sent  to  the  Senate, 
who,  in  consequence  of  it,  rejected  the  bill.  We 
find  to-day  tbe  Representatives  from  Tennessee 
and  North  Carolina  voting  for  the  bill  passed  this 
morning,  that  they  inight  insure  the  passage  of 
this  bill.  Nothing  could  have  induced  me  to  vote 
for  that  bill  but  this  consideration.  '  Does  not 
that  bill  contain  sufficient  penalties   to  guard 
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I  the  public  lands?  Mr.  A. 
e  stw  ibe  small  majority  by  which 
the  bill  parsed  this  moroing  bad  passed  the  Sen- 
kle,  he  was  persuaded,  if  this  pTOTision  were  in- 
troduced in  this  bill,  it  would  not  receive  the  op- 
prohaitoD  of  that  body. 

Mr,  Eppbb.— I  would  not  wish  to  oppose  the 
report  of  the  committee  if  I  supposed  a  non-con- 
carrenoe  with  it  would  jeopardise  the  bill.  But 
if  an  opiuioD  of  the  sense  of  the  House  could  be 
formed  ftora  lh(-ir  proceedings  of  this  day,  I  must 
be  led  to  infer  that  a  majority  was  disponed  to 
take  such  measures  as  would  be  calculated  to  pre- 
vent an  illesal  seltlemeDt  of  the  public  lands  by 
persons  of  tbis  description.  As  lo  the  doctrine  'of 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  that  no  Le- 
gislative body  ought  to  undertake  to  s?iile  the 
Tights  of  citizens,  f  require  him  to  show  how,  by 
tills  law,  the  rignts  of  citizens  are  settled.  The 
act  has  only  undertaken  lo  punish  a  crime.  Was 
this  a  decision  of  rigbl?  If  a-quesiion  of  right 
comes  forward,  will  not  this  law  go  before  the 
court?  It  is  true  the  court  must  either  declare  a 
forfeiture  or  declare  this  act  unconstituiional.  Af- 
ter this  decision,  I  will  have  no  hesitation  to  ex- 
ercise my  Constiiuiiooal  right  of  impeachment. 
So  far  as  I  may  be  concerned,  I  shall  be  willing 
10  exercise  the  Conitiiuiional  corrective,  and  to 
remove  the  man  from  office  who  dares  to  exercise 
such  an  auihority.  By  this  act  both  sides  will  be 
put  on  the  same  footing— there  will  be  no  party 
in  possession.  If  the  iodividuals  who  claim  these 
lands  were  in  possession  of  them  they  would  have 
an  advauiage  ovej  the  public.  I  consider  this 
House  as  much  bound  to  protect  the  public  land 
as  the  public  money,  and  we  sball  not  deserve  the 
public  .conCdence  if  we  do  not  guard  the  one  as 
effectually  as  the  other.  I  believe  if  k  man  set- 
tles on  the  public  lands  he  may  be  punished  un- 
der both  laws.  1  shall  therefore  vote  for  both,  as 
I  believe  in  such  a  case  we  cannof  be  loo  rigid, 
or  the  Legislature  too  rigid  in  expressing  their  iu- 
dignatioD.  Let  it  be  recollect^  that  these  people 
derived  their  rights  from  a  corrupt  Legislature ; 
thai  there  was  but  one  individual,  Robert  Wat- 
king,  of  that  Legislature,  that  wan  not  bribed.  Thi 
is  a  fact ;  and  while  it  is  rememberetl,  it  will  be  a 
damning  fact  among  all  Jionest  men. 

Mr.  Jackbon. — When  I  hear  such  prin.cinles 
those  which  have  fallen  from  my  colleague 
broached  on  this  floor,  I  deem  it  my  duty  not  to 
pass  tbem  nnooticed.  I  do  protest  against  theas- 
aumption  of  Judicial  power  by  the  Legislature, 
or  of  any  power  which  shsll  prevent  the  courts 
of  justice  from  deciding  on  the  claims  of  individu- 
als. My  colleague  says,  when  the  opinion  of  Con- 
gress shall  have  been  deliberately  expressed,  he 
willimpeach  thejud(;e  who  shall  oppose  it.  Bui 
I  will  ask  if  the  opinion  of  Congress  has  been  de- 
liberately expressed  in  this  ease?  It  has  not 
been,  and  cannot  be.  Oentlemen  have  been  car- 
ried from  the  sober  and  refleciing  ground  of  their 
judgment.  I  do  consider  the  Judiciary  the  great 
safeguard  of  the  citizen  against  the  Legislature 
and  the. Executive,  if  they  attempt  (o  overstep  the 
powera  conferred  upon  them  by  the  Constitution. 


I  will  put  the  case  of  Ibe  passage  of  an  ex  putt 
/octo  law,  under  wlilcba  man  declared  by  the  Jn- 
dlciary  lo  have  certain  rights  is  divested  of  them 
by  an  act  of  the  Legislature.  Wilt  not  the  Judi- 
ciary be  permitted  in  such  a  C:BBe  to  pronounce 
the  law  unconstitutional  without  the  dread  of  nn 
impeachment 7  Ye?,  I  trust  they  will;  and  if 
they  shall  not  have  virtue  enough  to  do  ao,  1  fot 
one  will  be  ready  to  say  they  deserve  to  be  re- 
moved from  office.  Though  I  believe  it  right  to 
pass  proper  laws  for  preventing  intrusions  on  the 

fiublic  lands,  yet  I  think  it  unnecessary  to  pasa 
aws  upon  laws,  all  having  the  same  effect,  on  the 
hypolhesia  that  the  Executive  may  not  sign  tb« 
bill  we  have  already  sent  him.  Will  you  try  a 
under  two  laws  for  the  same  offence')  I  will 
._.  .r  consent  to  snch  an  absurdity — to  suffering 
him  to  be  tried  under  one  law,  and  if  the  jury  ac- 
quits him,  ordering  him  lobe  then  tried  under  an- 
other. I  will  never  agree  to  such  an  unjust  course 
of  procedure. 

Mr.  M.  WiLLiAHH,  though  in  favor  of  the  bill 
passed  this  moraing,  was  against  ibis  section,  as 
the  latter  did  not  inflict  so  great  a  penalty  as  (be 
former.  The  two  distinct  provisions  appeared  to 
'  ivolve  an  absurdity.    Nor  was  there  the 

son,  in  his  opinion,  to  be  so  jealous  as  to 

suppose  that  the  act  passed  in  the  morning  would 
not  go  into  operation.  He  was  willing  to  adotf 
strong  measares  to  prevent  an  intrusion  on  the 
public  lands,  but  when  it  was  proposed  to  go  aach 
absurd  lengths,  he  should  be  opposed  to  it. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  striking  out  the 
section,  and  cat'ried — yeas  55.  The  bill  was  then 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Tdesdat,  March  3. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
confirming  claims  to  land  in  the  district  Cif  Vin- 
cennes,"  together  with  the  amendments  agreed  to 
yesterday,  were  read  the  third  lime,  and  pawed. 

Mr.  Sahdel  Smitb  presented  to  the  House  « 
petition  of  sundry  inbabilanis  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  praying  an  amendment  to  the  sec- 
ond section  of  tne  third  avticle  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  which  extends  the  judicial 


tween  citizens  of  different  Slates,  between  citi- 
'zens  of  the  same  Stale  claiming  lands  under 
<  grants  of  different  Stales,  and  between  a  State 
'  or  the  citizens  thereof  and  foreign  States,  cili- 
'  zens,  or  subjects." — Laid  on  the  table. 

The  further  consideration  of  the  bill  sent  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  explain  the  act. 
entitled  'An  act  supptementaty  loan  act,  entitled 
'An  actto  divide  the  territory  of  the  United  States 
Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio  into  two  separate 
Governments,"waa  postponed  indefinitely. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  in  addition  to  an  act,  enti- 
tled "  An  act  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  '  An 
act  supplementary  to  ibe  act  providing  for  a  Na- 
val Peace  EsieblishmeDtj  and  for  other  parposes." 
The  bill  wms  reported  with  an  amendment  ther^ 
to;  which  wu  read, and  agreed  to  bj  the  Honsa. 
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Onkrtd,  Th«t  the  aid  bill,  with  the  amend' 
neat,  be  engroned,  aad  read  the  third  lime  this 

The  House  proceeded  (o  eonaider  the  amend- 
meois  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  eniiiled 
"Ad  act  BuowiDf  an  additional  compensatioa  to 
the  Judges  of  the  MiMinippi  Territorf,  and  ex- 
tending the  right  of  suffrage  thereio:   Wbere- 

RtMolved,  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  the 
first  and  second,  and  doth  disagree  to  the  third 
aod  fourth  of  the  said  amendments. 

The  House  proceeded  to  eoniider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  bjr  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Daitiel  S.  Deztei  " 
Whereupon, 

Eaolved.  That  this  House  doih  agrre  to  the 
laid  amendments. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend' 
meats  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"Anaei  for  the  ihe  relief  of  Stephen  Sayre:' 
Wherenpon, 

Revived,  Thai  this  House  doth  agree  to-  the 
said  amend  men  Is. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  Ihe  House  to  resolTc 
itself  inio  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
tent  from  the  Senate ;  entitled  "  An  act  in  addi- 
tion to  theact  to  regnl&te  the  laying  out  and  mak- 
iag*  road  from  Cumberland,  in  the  Slate  of  Ma- 
ryland, to  the  State  of  Ohio,"  was  postponed  in- 
definite^. 

The  Hous9  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill 
from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act  to  reduce  the 


ment  thereto :  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
neot,  be  oov  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  inaddiiion  loan  act,  entitled 
"An  act  in  addition  to  an  Ret,  entitled  'Anaetiup- 
plementary  to  the  act  providing  for  a  NbtbI  Peace 
Establiahment,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Committee  of  the  whole  Houae  to  whom 
was  committed,  on  the  13th  instant,  the  bill  sent 
from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  reflate  the 
Bommonine  of  grand  jurors,"  were  discharged 
from  the  &riher  consideration  thereof;  and.  on 
the  question  that  the  said  bill  be  read  the  third 
time  this  day,  it  passed  in  the  negatire.  And  to 
thCLbill  was  rejected. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An 
act  providing  for  the  appointmeqt  of  Commis- 
sioners to  ascertain  the  practicability  of  removing 
the  ohstruetions  in  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  at 
the  Ranids,"  wu  read  twice,  and  eommitted  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  this  day. 

The  House,  accordingly,  resolved  itself  Into 
the  said  committee;  ana,  uter  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  committee  rose,  and  were   refused 


an  aci,  entitled  'An  act  fizittK  the  Military  Peace 
Estabiisbment  of  the  Unitaa  Stale*,**  was  post- 
poned indefinitely. 


The  House  resolved  Itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole, -on  the  bill  authorizing  the  discharge 
of  Gilbert  Drake  from  his  impritoament.  The 
bill  was  reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  tirae'this  day. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  alter  and  establish  certain  post  roads,  and 
for  other  purposes,  be  postponed  indefinitely. 
Oti  motion  of  Mr.  YabnuM, 

Reiolved,  That  a  committee  he  appointed  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  eatabliih  a  post  road  from  New 
Orleans  to  the  Balize,  and  frdm  New  Orleans  to 
Rapide;  and  to  authorize  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  open  a  road  from  the  ihiriy-first 
degree  of  North  latitude  to  New  Orleans,  on  the 
route  from  Athens  to  New  Orleans. 

And  a  Rommiitee  was  appointed,  of  Messrs. 
Vabndh,  Clarkb,  and  Oeoboe  W.  Cahpbbll. 

The  House  resolved  Itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  making  compensatioa  for 
extra  services  to  the  Qovernor,  Judges,  and  Secre- 
tary, of  the  ludiaaa  Territory.  Tlie  bill  was  re- 
ported with  several  amendments  thereto;  which 
were  severally  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the 

Ordered,  That  the- said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  thi* 
day. 

Mr.  VAUNnii,  from  the  committee  appointed 

is  day,  presented  a  bill  to  establish  certain  post 
roads,  and  for  other  purposes;  which  was  r«td 
twice,  and  committeu  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  this  day. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  the 
said  committee.  The  bill  was  reported  without 
amendment,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read 
the  third  time  this  day. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Houm 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  sent  from 
this  House,  entitled  "An  act  making  further  ap- 
prapriaiioBs  for  fortifying  the  ports  and  harbois 
of  the  United  States,  and  Tor  buildins  gunboats," 
with  several  amendments;  to  which  tney  desire 
currence  of  this  House :  the  bill,  entitled 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
Qorernment,  during  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  seven,"  with  several  amendmeDts; 
which  they  desire  the  concnrrence  of  this 
Honse :  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Oliver  Pollock,"  with  an  amendment,  to  which 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 


tame  being  twice  read,  was,  on  the  question  there- 
upon, agreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  Houm  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  making  further  appropriations  for  forti- 
fying the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  StBie*, 
and  Tor  boiJdiDg  ganfaoats ;"  and  the  same  being 
again  twice  read,  were,  on  the  questions  severally 
put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments propoaed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"Ad  BCt  making  appropriations  for  Ihe  support  of 
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Govetameai.  during  the  jnToae  tbouMnd  ei^hi 
bnndred  idii  tevea  ;"  lod  the  Mme  beiDg  tiriee 
read,  weie,  on  (he  queition  Mverally  put  there- 
upon, agreed  to  hy  the  Houa«. 

An  eDtfrOBied  bill  ftathorizing  the  diicfaarge  of 
Gilbert  Drake  from  his  impriioDment  wu  md 
the  third  time,  and  pantd. 

The  HouM  retolfed  ilMlfiiito  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Isaac 
Bi'iggi;aQd,afteriome  time  sMDtthereiB,  the  com- 
mittee rose,  and  were  refused  leare  to  ait  arain. 

A  menage  from  the  Beuate  iaformed  the  House 
that  ihe  Sanate  hare  pasted  the  bill,  sent  from- 
this  Hook,  eatiiled  "An  act  makina;  appropria- 
tions far  carrfiii([  iiilo  effect  a  treaty  between  the 
United  State*  and  Chickasaw  tribe  of  Indians," 
with  several  amendments  }  le  which  they  desire 
the  coneurresce  of  this  Honse. 

The  House  proceeded  to  aonsider  the  ameod- 
menu  proposed  bjr  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"Ad  act  makins  appropriations  for  carrying  Into 
effect  ft  treaty  between  the  United  States  and 
Chickasaw  tribe  of  IndinDB ;"  and  the  sanM  being 
again  twice  read,  were,  on  the  question  se* rrally 
pat  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

An  ensrossed  bill  to  eatablish  certain  poal  roads. 
Uidfor  outer  purposes, was  readthe  third  time, and 
pitsed. 

Bodem  Die,  halfpoH  6  o'clock. 

A  measage  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  hare  passed  the  bill,  eotitled  "An 
~"  ''ipealiu^  (he  acts  laying  duties  on  salt,  and 
■  ng  in  force,  for  a  further  time,  the  first 
ifthe  act,  entitled  "An  act  further  to  pro- 
tect the  commerce  and  seamen  of  the  United 
Sutes  against  the  Barbary  Powers,"  with  an 
amendment;  to  which  they  desire  the  conctu^ 
lenceof  this  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  fftnber  coiuideration  of  the 
bill  fat  the  relief  of  Edward  Weld  and  Samuel 
Bebee  be  postponed  indefinitely. 

The  Houie  proceeded  (o  consider  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  enlitled 
"An  act  repraling  the  acts  laying  duties  on  salt, 
and  continuiog  m  force,  for  a  further  time,  tbe 
first  section  of  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  further  to 
protect  tbe  commerce  and  seamen  of  the  United 
State*  against  the  Barbary  Powers;"  and  the 
>ime  being  again  twice  read,  was,  on  tbe  question 
put  thereapon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

An  engrossed  bill  making  compensation  for 
extra  services  to  the  Governor,  Judges,  and  Sec- 
retary of  the  ludiaoa  Territory,  was  read  the 
third  time,^and  passed. 

Beaolved,  That  tbe  Clerk  of  the  Houie  of  Rep- 
reaeslatives  be  directed,  within  one  month  after 
the  close  of  the  present  session  of  Congress,  to 
advertise  three  weeks  successively,  in  two  news- 

ipera,  printed  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  that 

!  is  ready  to  receive  separate  proposals  for  sup- 
uyiogtbe  House  of  Reptesentaiires,  for  the  oexl 
Congress,  with  the  necessary  tiatioaery,  printing, 
and  wooa  for  fuel,  in  manner  preacribeo  by  two 
nsoluiioDS,  paaaed  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tirea,  the  &m  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  February, 


E' 


one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  five,  and  the 
other  on  the  twenty-first  of  April,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  six. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  inust  upon  the  ameadmenis  pro- 
posed by  tbem  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  allow- 
ing an  additional  compensation  to  the  Judges  o( 
the  Mississippi  Territory,  and  extending  the  right 
□f  BufiraKC  (herein." 

The  House  proceeded  lo  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
'An  act  allowing  an  additional  compensation  to 


the  Judaea  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  ■ 
(ending  the  tight  of  lufira  get  herein."  Whereapon, 
itetolved,  That  this  House  doth  recede  fron 


Beaolved,  TbaiMt.  ViBnDH,Mr.  Ai.aTON,fti)d 
Mr.  Qbeoo,  be  appointed  a  committee,  oa  the 
part  of  this  House,  jointly,  with  such  committee 
as  may  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  la 
wait  on  the  Preeident  of  the  United  State*,  and 
notiii'  him  of  the  proposed  recess  of  Congress. 

The  House  were  notified  that  a  similar  commit- 
tee had  been  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 
On  motion  of  Ur.  Vabndm, 

RemAvtd,  That  tbe  Clerk  of  this  House  he,  and 


Spalding,  and  Richard  Steward,  the  cum  of  fiAy 
dollars  each,  for  their  extra  services  during  the 
present  session. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  OBE0o,it  was  resolved  unani- 
mously, that  the  ibanlts  of  this  House  be  presented 
lo  Nathaniel  Macon,  in  testimony  of  their  ap- 
probation of  hie  eoudnct  in  tbe  discharge  of  the 
BrSuous  and  i^iportant  duties  assigned  to  him 
whilst  in  tbe  Chair :  Whereupon, 

Mr.  Speaebb  made  bia  aokoowledgments  to 
(he  House,  in  maneer  following : 

"  OtntlBmat!  It  has  been  my  eenatant  eadeavn-  » 
perform  faithfully  the  pronisa  made  to  job  two  years 
ago,  to  dischaige  tbe  traat  rspoaed  in  me  with  indasl^ 
■nd  fidelity.  For  the  reaolotion  frhich  yon  have  thia 
minnla  passed,  I  eanHStly  beg  of  you  to  aecqrt  m^ 
sincere  thsjiki ;  pamit  me  also  to  aatnre  von,  thai  it 
nil!  be  always  lemembered  with  gratitude.  I  wish 
you  sale  home,  and  a  happy  meeting  with  jour  friends." 


Mr.  Vabnom,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  part  of  this  House,  jointly,  with  the  com- 
mittee appointed  oD  the  part  of  the  Senate,*^ 
wait  on  the  President  of  (he  United  Slates,  and 
notify  him  of  the  proposed  recess  of  Congress, 
reported  that  the  committee  had  performetTtluit 
service,  and  that  the  President  signified  to  them 
he  had  no  further  conunaoication  to  make  during 
the  present  session. 

Ordered,  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Senate 
to  inform  them  that  this  House,  having  completed 
the  basioess  before  them,  are  now  about  to  ad- 
journ without  day)  and  that  the  Clerk  of  this 
House  do  go  with  the  said  message.  The  Clerk 
accordingly  went  with  the  said  message;  and, 
beipg  returned,  Mr.  Spbj.kbb  adjbtuned  the  House 
Kinedie, 
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proclamation; 

By  the  Frendad  of  tht  United  Siaiet  of  AtiuriM. 
Whereas  satiifactory  iaformttiou  hms  been  re- 
ceived that  HeDty  Whubf,  comnuiDdin;  a  Brit- 
ish armed  vessel,  called  ihe  Leaadei,  did  on  the 
twcDty-fifih  day  uf  ihe  moath  of  April  last,  wilh- 
ia  the  waters  acid  juil»dictiou  of  the  United 
States,  aod  near  to  ihe  entrance  of  the  harbor  of 
New  York,  by  a  canDon  shot  fired  from  th^ 
veswl  Leaader,  cammit  n  murdei  on  the  bod*  of 
Joha  Pierce,  a  ciiizea  of  the  United  States,  tlii 
panning  bis  Uwful  vocation  within  the  ur 
water«  and  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  and 
Bear  to  tbeir  shores;  and  (hat  the  Said  Henry 
Whitby  cannot  at  this  time  be  bronght  to  ju: 
by  the  ordinary  procen  of  law. 

And  whereas  it  does  further  appear  that,  both 
before  and  after  the  said  day,  sundry  trespasses, 
wrongs,  and  unlawful  interioplions  and  vexaiioos, 
on  tritding  vcaMls  coming  to  the  United  States, 
aad  within  ibetr  waien  and  Tieiuity,  were  com- 
mitted by  the  aaid  armed  vessel  the  Leander,  her 
oCeera,Bod  p«q>le;  by  one  other  ariaed  vessel, 
called  (he  Cambrian,  command^  by  John  Nairne, 
her  officers,  and  people ;  and  by  one  otbcr  armed 
vessel,  called  the  Driver,  commanded  by  Blingsby 
Simpson,  har  olficera.  and  people,  which  vessels, 
being  all  of  the  same  nation,  were  aiding  and  hs- 
■istiag  each  other  in  the  trespasses,  interrnptions, 
aad  veialioDs  aforemid. 

Now,  therefore,  to  the  end  that  the  said  Henry 
Whilby  may  be  brought  to  justice,  and  dne  pun- 
iihmeoi  inflicted  for  ine  said  murder,  I  do  hereby 
especially  enjoin  and  require  all  oScers  having 
atiiborily,  civil  or  military,  and  all  other  persons 
within  Ibe  limits  or  jarisdictioa  of  the  United 
Stales,  wheresoever  the  said  Henry  Whitby  may 
be  found,  now  or  hereafter  to  apprehend  and  se- 
cure the  said  Henry  Whitby,  and  him  safely  and 
diliEcnily  to  deliver  to  the  civil  authority  of  the 
place,  to  be  proceeded  against  according  to  law. 

Aul  I  do  hereby  further  require  thai  the  said 
armed  vessel  the  Leander,  with  ber  officen  and 
people,  and  .the  said  armed  vessels  the  Cambrian, 
anJDriver,  their  officer*  and  people,  immediately 
ud  without  any  delay,  depart  from  the  harbors 
ud  waters  of  the  United  Sutes.  And  I  do  for- 
ever interdict  the  entrance  of  all  other  vesseli 
which  shall  be  commanded  by  the  said  Henry 
Whitby,  John  Naime,  and  Slingsby  Simpson,  or 
eitlwi  of  tbem. 


And  if  the  said  vessels,-  or  any  of  them,  shall 
fail  to  depart  as  aforesaid,  or  shall  re-oiter  the 
harbors  or  waters  aforesaid,  I  do  in  that  case  for- 
bid all  inteteonrse  with  the  said  armed  yeaael^ 
the  Leander,  the  Cambrian,  and  the  Driver,  or 
with  any  of  them,  and  the  officers  and  crews 
thereof,  and  do  prohibit  ail  supplies  and  aid  from 
being  furnished  them,  or  any  of  them,  And  I  do 
declare  snd  make  known,  that  if  any  person,  from 
or  within  the  jurisdictional  limits  of  the  Unite4 
Sta{^,  shall  afi'ord  any  aid  to  either  of  Ibe  said 
armed  vessels,  contrary  to  the  prohibition  con- 
tained in  this  Proclamation,  either  in  repairing 
such  vessel,  or  in  furnishiog  tier,  her  officers,  ot 
crew,  with  supplies  of  any  kind,  or  in  any  maimer 
whatever ;  or  if  any  pilot  shall  assist  in  navigftt- 
ing  any  of  the  said  armed  vessels,  unless  it  be  f« 
the  purpose  of  carrying  them  in  tne  first  instanoe 
beyond  Ihe  limits  and  jurisdiction  of  ihe  United 
States;  such  person  or  persons  ihall.on  convio- 
tion,  su3er-«ll  the  pains  and  penalties  bj  the  Uws 
provided  for  such  offences.  And  I  do  hereby  en- 
join and  require  all  persons  bearing  office,  civiL 
or  military,  within  we  United  Slates,  and  all 
others,  citizens  or  inhabitants  thereof,  ot  being 
within  tbe  same,  with  vigilance  and  promptitude 
to  exert  their  respective  authori lies,  and  to  be  aid- 
ing and  assisting  to  the  carrjing  ibis  Proclama- 
tion, and  every  part  thereof,  into  full  efiect. 
In  testimony  whereof  I  have  caused  the  seal  of 
the  United  States  to  be  affixed  to  theae 
[l.  s.]    preients,  and  signed  the  same  with  taf 

Oiven  at  the  City  of  Wasbington,  tbe  third 
day  of  May,  in  tbe  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  andsix,  and  of  tbe  soverei^tyand 
independence  of  tbe  United  States  the  thiruetb. 
TH.  JEFFERSON. 
By  the  President: 

Jahes  MiDiBON,  Secretary  of  Slate. 


Whereas  inforoiaiion  his  been  received  that 
sundry  persons,  citizens  of  tbe  United  States,  or 
residents  within  the  same,  are  conspiring  and  con- 
federating together  to  begin  and  set  on  foot,  pro- 
vide and  prepare  tbe  means  for  a  military  expede- 
lionor  enterprise  against  the  dominions  of  Spainj 
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that,  for  ihis  purpove,  ihey  ire  fining  out  and  arm- 
ing vessels  in  ihe  Western  waters  of  tbe  United 
State*,  collf  cling  proTisiona,  btois,  military  storei, 
and  mpana,  are  derciving  and  seducing  honest 
and  well-meaning  ciiizeas,  under  Tanous  pre- 
tences, to  engase  in  their  crimioal  enterprises,  are 
organizing,  officering,  and  arming  themselves  for 
the  «ame,  contrary  to  jbe  laws  in  sueh  cases  made 
«nd  provided  :  1  have,  therefore,  thought  proper  to 
issue  this  my  pboclahition,  warning  and  enjoin- 
ing all  faithful  citizens,  who  have  been  led  without 
due  knowledge  or  consideration  to  participate  in 
the  said  unlawful  enterprise!,  to  withdraw  from 
the  same  without  delay  j  and  commanding  all 
jwrsons  whalsoeTer,  engaged  or  concerned  in  tbe 
same,  to  cease  all  further  proceedings  therein,  an 
they  will  answer  the  contrary  at  their  peril,  and 
incur  prosecution  with  all  the  rigors  of  the  law. 
And  I  hereby  enjoin  and  require  all  officers,  civil 
and  military,  of  tbe  United  Elates,  or  of  any  of 
the  Stales  or  Territories,  and  especially  all  Ciov- 
emors,  and  other  Executive  authorities,  all  judges, 
justices,  and  other  officers  of  the  peace,  all  mima- 
ry  officers  of  the  army  or  navy  of  the  United 
Stales,  or  officers  of  the  militia,  to  be  vigilant, 
each  within  bis  respective  department,  and  ac- 
cording to  his  functions,  in  searching  out,  and 
bringing  10  condign  punishment,  all  persons  en- 
gaged or  concerned  in  such  enterprise,  in  seizing 
ana  detaining,  subject  to  the  disposition  of  the 
law,  all  vessels,  arms,  military  stores,  or  other 
means  provided  or  providing  for  the  same,  and, 
in  general,  in  preventing  the  carrying  on  such 
ez[«diiion  or  enterprise,  by  all  lawful  means  with- 
in their  power ;  and  I  re^ui/e  all  good  and  faith' 
ful  citizens,  and  others,  within  the  United  States, 
to  he  aiding  and  aasisting  herein,  and  especially 
in  tha  discovery,  apprehension,  and  bringing  to  ji 
tice  of  all  such  oBeoders,  in  preventing  the  ei 
cution  of  their  unlawful  designs,  and  in  giving  : 
formalioD  against  them  to  tbe  proper  autboriti 
Id  testimony  whereof  I  have  caused  the  seal 
of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed  to  these 
\_L.  B,]  presents,  and  have  signed  the  same  with 
my  hand- 
Given  at  the  City  of  Washtngton,  on  the  twen- 
ty-aeventh  day  of  November,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  six,  and  in  the  year  of  the  sovereign- 
ty of  the  United  Btatea  the  thirty-first. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 


which  I  have  the  honor  of  enclosing  to  yoa  a 
translated  copy.  The  eitreine  publicity  given  to 
said  Message,  as  well  as  to  the  documents  rela- 
the  above-mentioned  article,  sent  to  Con- 
gress, some  time  after,  caused  me  to  hope  that 
Government,  from  the  ostetisible  purity  of  its  in- 
:entions,  would  have  tended  to  present  the  affairs 
n  question  under  their  true  point  of  view,  i  have 
been  wailing  in  silence,  for  more  than  forty  days, 
eipeclation  of  this  act  of  jostice,  hat  I  have 
lited  for  it  in  vain ;  and  as  no  hopes  any  longer 
main  of  seeing  it  verified,  I  have  thought  it  my 
duty,  nir,  to  transmityou  a  copj  of  ibis  document, 
for  the  information  of  your  Court,  with  the  ob- 
ject that,  whatever  may  have  been  the  light  under 
which  the  President  of  the  United  States  may 
have  thought  proper  to  present  the  conduct  of 
Spain,  it  may  be  known  that  the  King  my  mas- 
ter, in  bis  Dolitieal  relations  with  the  United 
States,  has  always  manifested  that  good  faith,  so 
well  known,  which  is  the  true  character  of  hit 
Government,  actiof  toward  them  always  with 
justice,  and  very  often  with  generositv. 

Accept,  sir,  the  sentiments  of  hign  considera- 
>n  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your 
most  obedient  hum)<le  servant, 

MARQ,UIS  OF  CA8A  YRUJO. 
P.  3- 1  anihorize  you,  sir,  to  give  copies  not  only 
of  my  note,  but  even  of  tbe  present  letter. 
Jan.  21, 1805. 


SPAIN. 

A  translation  from  the  Frendi  of  the  Marquis  de  Caaa 

Tnijo'a  Citcolai,  addressed  to  the  dlflunnt  foreign 

Ministers,  accredited  near  the  United  States. 

Sib  :  The  want  of  correctness,  which  appears 

to  prevail    throughout  the  article,   relative    to 

Spain,  of  the  Message  which  the  President  of  the 

United  States  sent  to  Congress  on  the  3d  instant, 

compelled  me  to  transmit  on  the  sixth  of  said 

month,  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  tbe  note  of 


TBAKSl^ATIOH. 

Sib:  The  zeal  with  which  I  have  endeavored 
preserve  the  harmony  end  good  understanding 
between  Spain  and  tbe  United  States,  has  caused 
me  to  read  with  particular  regret  the  article  of 
the  President's  Message,  sent  to  Congress  the  3d 
instant,  respecting  the  political  relatraos  between 
the  United  States  and  the  King  my  master.  Aa 
in  tbe  exposition  to  which  I  allude,  there  exist,  in 
my  opinion,  several  mistakes  of  a  delicate  and 
important  tendency,  although  1  render  to  the 
President  due  justice  in  regard  to  the  moiivea 
which  nuy  have  caused  this  apparent  want  of 
correctness,  yet  my  character  imposes  on  me  the 
task  of  entering  into  an  examination  of  some  of 
his  assertions,  and  of  demonstrating  that,  either 
from  the  waiil  of  exact  information,  or  owing  to 
defective  translations,  they  appear,  in  some  cases, 
not  altogether  correct. 

In  the  article  of  the  President's  Message,  rela- 
tive to  Spain,  after  mentioning  that  the  negotia- 
tions for  the  settlement  of  the  existing  differences 
had  not  had  a  satisfactory  issue,  he  says ;  "  8po- 
'  llaiions  during  the  former  war  for  which  ahe 
'  had  formally  acknowledged  herself  responsible, 
'  have  been  refused  to  be  compensated,  buioncon- 
'  ditions  affecting  other  claims  in  no  wise  copneci- 
'  ed  with  them.  Yet  ihe  same  practices  are  re* 
'  newed  in  the  present  war,  and  are  already  of 
'  great  amount."  It  is  very  well  known  that,  in 
a  stale  of  war,  there  exists  and  will  probably  ever 
exist,  a  certain  degree  of  force,  confided  to  subal- 
tern handf.    Even  the  United  States  (hentsdve* 
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hare  not  beea  an  ezceptioo  lo  this  general  rule, 
and  during  the  short  period  of  hosiiliiies  with 
Praoce,  in  ihe  ye«T  ]79e,  nolwithatanding  no  pri- 
TBteers  were  armed,  and  that  their  pratecling 
forces  consisted  oa\j  of  a  small  numher  of  frig- 
■IM,  neutrals  experienced  from  them  many  inju- 
ries, welt  aathentiealed  by  the  DDtnEToas  claims 
on  this  QoTerniQEDt  by  (he  injured  Powers,  prin- 
cipally on  the  part  of  Denmark  and  Sweden. 

Probably  there  might  have  exiiied  last  war 
some  abusea  of  this  nature,  although  rery  rare, 
on  the  part  of  Ihe  Royal  navy  of  Spain ;  but  the 
King,  my  master,  animated  hv  that  love  of  justice 
which  characterises  him,  autnorized  his  principal 
Secretary  of  Slate  to  sign  a  convention  with  the 
American  Minister  near  bis  person,  in  which 
were  Gtipulaled  reciprocal  compensations  for  the 
damages  and  injuries  their  respective  subjects  and 
citizens  might  have  sustained  from  officers  or  in- 
dividuals of  either,  contrary  to  the  rights  and  laws 
of  nations.  This  stipniation,  similar  to  that  of 
the  same  natore  in  the  Treatv  of  Friendship, 
Navigation,  and  Limits,  coneluned  in  1795,  and 
scrupulously  complied  with  hy  my  Sovereign, 
would  now  have  had  the  same  eSectby  Ihe  ratifi- 
cation of  the  Convention,  had  not  aa  article  been 
inserted  therein  tending  to  impose  on  Spain  the 
obligation  of  a  responsibility  both  detrimental  and 
iniponant  in  its  result  as  wellai  unsupported  by 
reason  and  justice  under  the  existing  eircumstan- 
tes.  Uy  Court  has,  in  a  direct  manner,  aa  well 
■  through  me,  repeatedly  manifested  to  the 
J^merican  GovemmeDt  its  readiness  to  carry  the 
Slid  slipulaiioD  into  effect,  whenever  the  article 
ii  the  same  convention  relative  to  the  above- 
iiBDtioDed  responsihility,  should 'either  be  sup- 
piMwd  or  altered  in  a  manner  more  conformable 
tojustiee,  and  has  been  so  far  from  refusing  to 
satisfy  said  compensations  on  account  of  other 
cUms  in  no  wiso  connected  with  them,  that  it 
wai  precisely  because  they  are  connected  that 
thesaid  convention  has  not  been  carried  into  ef- 
fect as  was  and  still  is  the  wish  of  the  King  my 
m*«er. 

Itis  true  that  the  two  sabjeets  bj'  their  nature 
are  lot  connected  with  each  other  in  themselves, 
but  t  is  also  true,  ibai  this  connexion  is  very  great, 
whei  we  consider  that  an  endeavor  is  made  to 
form  out  of  these  two  things,  distinct  in  them- 
selvo,  component  parts  of  the  same  whole,  there- 
by pkciog  the  King  my  master,  under  the  disa- 
greeAle  dilemma  of  either  refusing  to  ratify  a 
slipuhlion  which  he  conceives  to  l>e  just,  and 
thereb re  wishes  to  fulfil,  or  else  of  taking  on  him- 
self a  responsibility,  mote  or  less  dire(;t,  in  favor 
fA  the  United  States,  to  which  it  is  well  proved 
they  lave  no  right  to  pretend. 

In  rgard  to  what  concerns  the  new  spoli 
Icanssure  you,  sir,  few  are  those  that  can  ! 
merit  Ibis  denomination  on  ihe  part  of  9 
ve«seu  ai  many  of  the  captures,  which  ..  ... 

SueDtl;  figure  in  ibe  American  papers,  arise  either 
om  alts  of  contraband,  or  from  a  want  of  having 
on  boad  the  doouments  required  by  the  Treaty  of 
1796,  <r  even  from  other  circumstances  which 
the  cajJaina  and  owners  of  the  said  prizes  will 


that  justice  which  tbey  have  already  experienced 
on  the  same  subject  in  virtue  of  the  Treaty  of 
1795.  1  cannot  but  observe  chat,  although  I  had 
the  honor  of  communicating  to  you,  sir,  two 
months  ago,  that  the  strictest  injunctions  bad 
'   en  given  bf  the  Kine,  my  master,  not  to  ioler- 

pt  the  navigation  of  American  citizens,  when 
employed  io  lawful  trade,  no  mention  is  made  by 
the  President  of  this  circumstance,  aa  highly  im- 
portant io  its  effects  toward  the  American  com- 

erce,  as  it  is  necessary  to  demonstrate  his  just 

id  psciGc  intentions. 

Without  any  view  to  recrimination,  I  find  it 

cessary  to  observe  that,  although  the  violationa 
of  the  rights  of  neutrals  are  inOnitely  more  frn- 
qnent  and  extensive  on  the  part  of  England, 
who.<ie  vessels  of  the  Royal  navy  have  almost  con* 
linuallv  blockaded  the  ports  of  ihe  United  States, 
and,  woat  is  more,  when  this  Power  daily  estab- 
principles  on  the  rights  of  neutrals, 
which,  in  reality,  tend  to  undermine  and  annihi- 
them — the  name  of  Great  Britain  is  nowhere 
10  be  found  in  the  columns  of  the  President's 
Message. 

These  circumstances,  in  themselves,  would  not 
auiborizeany  animadversions  on  my  part,  were  it 
not  for  b  more  essential  one,  which  immediately 
affects  the  interests  of  tbe  King,  my  master.  1 
allude  to  the  many  American  sailors,  violently 
forced  from  the  shelter  of  the  flag  which  ought  to 
protect  them,  and  compelled  lo  fight  on  board  of 
British  ships  of  war.  against  the  subjects  of  the 
King,  luy  master.  I  cannot  but  call  the  attention 
of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  toward 
such  a  conduct,  that,  in  their  wisdom,  they  may 
ado^t  the  necessary  measure  to  correct  an  abuse, 
which  at  the  same  time  that  it  violates  their 
neutrality,  is  extremely  prejudicial  to  Spain. 

The  President  adds :  ■'  On  the  Mobile,  out  com- 
'  roeree,  passing  through  that  river,  continues  to 
'  be  obstructed  Dy  arbitrary  duties  and  vexatiooa 
'searches."  AlthoQch  this  assertion  is  not  ac' 
companied  hy  anv  observation  whatever  which 
might  cause  it  I6  oe  viewed  as  a  national  offence, 
I  must  observe  that,  according  to  my  informa* 
tion,  the  duties  on  imports  and  exports  are  very 
moderate,  only  six  per  cent.,*  that  everv  Power 
has  a  tight  to  regulate,  as  they  please,  these  ob- 
jects within  the  boundaries  of  their  jurisdiction, 

*  NoTi. — It  is  n«ce(SBr^  to  remark  that  the  naii- 
^tion  of  the  Mobile,  which  appears  to  Airoiah  the 
Prasidsnt  a  motive  of  complaint,  ii  enjoyid  by  the 
AmerieaDs,  in  coniequence  of  tbe  graciaos  iadnlganoa 
oQ  the  put  of  Spain ;  as  na  right  docs  yet  oilit,  to 
DaviK>te  the  watan  of  that  river  within  the  baundarin 
of  ^nin,  whe  holds  eiclDsirely  that  right  gionnded  on 
■overn^  posHHioa,  on  the  opinions  of  the  mo«t  cele- 
brated ctnliaiw,  and  anpportul  by  the  very  prindplM 
''  I  Ameneao  GDvemment,  thnmgh  the 
AttwiMy  Oeneral,  Bradford,  in  Ibe 
caea  of  tbe  priie  Graage,  taken  on  the  waten  of  the 
Delaware.  After  this,  it  is  necMMTy  to  confeaa,  that 
the  animadTBialDn*  of  the  Praetdeat  npon  this  haad 
are  u  unjiut  as  they  are  impolitic. 
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and  thai  this  exercise  of  sofeieigaty  is  practised 
by  the  Americaa  GoreiDm^nt  at  Fort  Stoddert: 
that  is,  wiihia  their  Hdcs,  without  anr  ]>reteDsjoii 
on  the  part  of  Spain  to  interfere  in  their  regula- 
tions. But,  eren  adnaitting  it  may  be  Iroublesoioe, 
it  never  surely  can  be  pretended  as  a  national 
offence. 

He  afterward  says:  "  Propositions  for  adjusting 
amicably  the  boundaries  of  Louisiana  hare  not 
been  acceded  to."  This  assertion  is  not  sCrictIv 
correct ;  for  it  is,  and  always  has  been,  the  wisn 
as  well  as  the  intention  of  Spain,  to  adjust  ami- 
cably the  limits  ofLouistana  ;  but  however  frienil- 
ly  (amicable)  may  have  been  her  disposition  to- 
ward  it,  she  cannot  sacrifice  thereto  either  the 
dignity  or  rights  of  her  Crown  ;  so  that  it  was 
not, as  the  President  supposes,. owing  to  the  want 
of  a  desire  of  adjusting  amicably,  that  this  busi- 
ness was  not  concluded ;  but  rather  from  the  na- 
ture of  the  propoBals,  which  were  ia  themselves 
inadmissible.  The  paragraph  continues  :  "While 
'  the  right  is  unsettled,  we  have  avoided  to  change 
'  the  state  of  things,  by  taking  new  posts,  or 
'strengthening  onrselves  in  the  disputed  Territo- 
'riesginthe  hope  that  the  other  Power  would  not, 


le  of  which  may  not  easily  be  controlled  ; 
'  bat,  in  this  hope,  we  have  now  reason  to  lessen 
'  OUT  conGdence."  In  truth,  I  cannot  comprehend 
what  the  President  can  call  unsettled  right ;  and 
still  less,  if  he  wishes  to  apply  it  to  that  part  of 
West  Florida  comprehends  within  tl^e  Missis- 
sippi, Iberville,  the  Lakes,  and  the  river  Petdido. 
l^e  right  of  this  Territory  cannot  be  considered 
«■  unsettled  or  doubtful :  for,  independent  of  that 
right  arising  from  actual  possession  and  from  the 
treaty  of  retrocession  of  Louisiana  to  Fiance, 
there  is  another  conclusive  circumstance,  well 
known  to  the  American  Government,  whicti 
ought  and  must  dissjjMte  every  doubt,  if  any 
could  ever  exist  on  this  subject.  The  most  dis- 
tinguished civilians  acree,  that  the  true  interpret- 
ers of  a  treaty  doubtful  in  any  of  its  clauses  or 
expressions,  are  the  contracting  parties  themselves, 
when  this  can  be  obtained.  Spain  end  France, 
who  were  the  contracting  parties  in  the  treaty  of 
retrocession,  on  which  is  rounded  that  of  sale,  of 
the  30th  of  April,  from  whence  the  pretensions 
of  the  American  Government  emanate,  have  ex- 
plained it  in  the  manner  already  known  to  you, 
sir:  namely,  that  it  wasncl  the  inteotion  of  Spain 
to  cede  to  France  more  than  she  had  received 
from  her,  as  the  title  and  word  "  retrocession'' 
made  tlse  of  therein  clearly  imply;  and  that 
France  would  never  have  pretended  or  hoped  lo 
obtain  one  ioch  of  land  east  of  the  Mississippi, 
and  the  Lakes.  The  true  intention  of  the  contract- 
ing parties  being  thus  expressly  manifested,  1  shall 
content  myself  by  copying  a  single  paragraph  from 
VaiUt,  among  many  other  similar  ones,  which  I 
could  produce  from  other  civilians,  in  support  of 
the  rights  of  the  King,  my  master,  on  this  sub- 

?ct.    In  pai«graph  274  of  "The  Interpretation  of 
reatiet,''  VatlH  says:    ''When  we  manifestly 
'aea  what  is  the  aense  that  agrees  with  the  inten- 


'  lioa  of  the  conttaoting  psTties.  it  is  not  permit- 
'  ted  to  turn  their  words  to  a  conurary  meaning. 
'  The  intention  sufficiently  known  furnishes  the 
'  true  matter  of  the  convention,  of  what  is  prom- 
'  ised  and  accepted,  demanded  and  granted.  To 
'  violate  the  treaty,  is  to  go  contrary  to  the  inleD- 
'  tion  sufficiently  manifested,  rather  than  against 
'  the  terms  in  which  it  is  conceived ;  far  the 
'  terms  are  nothing  without  the  intratUiiw 
'  throughout  to  dictate  them."  According  to  this, 
the  position  taken  by  the  President,  in  the  said 
paragraph  of  bis  Message,  thai  the  right  (no 
doubt  alluding  lo  the  Territorial  right)  was  doabl- 
ful  or  unsettled,  is  inadmiasibLe,  and  of  course  all 
the  inductions  and  consequences  he  draws  fmn 
this  supposition,  fall  completely  to  the  ground. 
Besides,  whatever  alteration  or  change  migbt 
have  taken  place  in  the  territories  of  His  Catbolie 
Majesty  could  never  have  been,  as  I  bad  the  honor 
to  inform  you^  sir,  but  the  effects  of  new  plans  of 
frontiers,  which  the  retrocession  of  Louiaiaiw 
would  of  course  reader  necessary,  oi  else  it  might 
proceed  from  the  circumstance  of  Spain's  being 
engaged  in  a  war  with  England,  but  never  witE 
a  view  to  disturb  the  peace  and  good  osdefstnad- 
ing  between  Spain  and  the  United  States. 

The  President  continues,  saying :  "Inroads  have 
'  recently  been  made  into  the  Territories  of  Or* 
'  leans  aud  the  Mississippi ;  our  citizens  have  been 
'  seized  and  their  property  plundered  in  the  verj 
'  parts  of  tlie  former,  which  had  actually  bee* 
'  delivered  up  by  Spain,  and  this  by  the  regvlic 
'  officers  and  soldiers  of  that  Government." 

Although  I  have  not  on  this  subject  more  thA 
that  received  through  the  American  newspapen, 
whose  accounts  cannot  be  supposed  very  impu- 


proved,  noi  do  I  think  it  possible  to  believe,  tbat 
the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  King,  my  maxer, 
have  crossed  the  American  line,  to  commit  wiAin 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  the  pretrod- 
ed  iosultSL  The  first  example  of  these  inrwds 
was  given  by  several  American  citizens,  wlu,  is 
August,  1S(M,  penetrated  through  the  territory  of 
Baton  Rouge,  and.  aided  by  the  brothers  Eem- 
pers,  and  other  malcontents  of  the  Spanish  tid«^ 
made  an  attempt  lo  surprise,  and  render  tiem- 
selves  masters  of  the  fort  of  Baton  Rouge  and 
actually  afrested  some  magistrates  and  othei  per- 
sons of  note.  On  this  subject  I  bad  the  hoior  of 
speaking  and  writing  to  you,  sir,  in  due  tiou^  but 
I  am  hitherto  without  the  least  answer.  It  the 
seizing  of  American  citizens  ('' our  citizemhav? 
been  seized")  has  any  reference  to  the  arest  of 
the  Kempers,  1  must  in  the  first  place  d»;lare, 
that,  according  to  my  late  informatioa,  theae 
Kempers  are  not  American  citizens,  beeausi  when 
they  settled  themselves  in  the  Spanish  teiritory, 
they  became  subjects  of  the  King,  and,  of  course, 
had  lost  their  rights  as  American  citizem;  and, 
in  the  second,  that  the  arrest  of  these  perstos,  ac- 
cording to  a  letter  from  Natcbex,  of  the  eighth  of 
October  last,  published  in  the  United  Staes  Oa- 
zelie,  of  PhiLi  del  phis,  was  efieeted  by  a^roes 
and  muiattoee,  ai^  American  ciiisens,  vho,  no 
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doobl,  expecting  tome  rcoompaise,  delivered  them 
vitfaio  the  Spaoi&h  liae*,  from  whence  it  appears 
some  SpaDisn  soldiers  took  ehari^e  of  them  to 
coDdnet  them  to  Baton  Rouge.  It  is  true  that  it 
hu  alio  heeu  said  that  >  part  of  a  company  of 
cavalry,  eommaoded  by  a  certain  .Captain  Joues, 
had  entered  auother  part  of  the  line  and  had  con- 
duoted  themselrei  ib  a  violent  and  iuDroper 
manner  toward  two  families  j  but,  should  this  ac- 
count be  tras,  I  can  assure  you,  sir,  that  the  Gov- 
ernmeot  of  the  United  States  shall  receive  due 
saiisTactipn  from  Spain,  the  reputation  of  whose 
QovcvnoMBt  is  too  well  establislied  to  believe  il 
aaa  in  any  msnoer  be  privy  to,  or  approve  of  acts 
as  far  benaath  its  character  ■■  they  ata  useless  in 
their  eflecls.  Incidents  of  this  nature  may  hap- 
pen on  the  frontiers  of  every  country,  and  they 
oaly  deserve  atisctioD  when  thev  receive  the 
■anetioD  of  the  GoTeroment  of  the  aggressors, 
or  when,  in  such  cases,  due  satiafaoiioa  is  re- 
fused. 

I  have  fcone  ovsr,  step  by  step,  the  article  of  the 
President's  Message,  which  relates  to  Spain,  and 
1  have  endeavored  to  present,  with  candor  and 
trnlh,  altfaoDgh  in  a  onrsory  manner,  whatever 
may  give  correct  ideas  on  iu  nature  and  lenden- 
cy.  Having  fulfilled  the  duty  iacumbent  on  mv 
siiuatioD,  permit  me  to  ofier  you,  sir,  the  senti- 
meats  of  high  eouaideraiion,  with  which  I  have 
the  bonoi  to  be, 

ELMAlEiaUESDSCASA  YRDJO. 

JaHB8  Madibon,  Esq. 


TRIPOLI. 


[Commuolcaled  to  the  Senate,  December  11,  1806; 

Jtnuaiy  18,  and  Febmsr;  4,  1806;  and  Norembn 

II,  ISOT.] 
lit  Ihe  Senate  of  the  Vniltd  Satet: 

I  DOW  lay  before  the  Senate  the  several  treaties 
which  have  been  entered  into-  oa  the  pnit  of  the 
Dotted  States,  since  their  last  session. 

1.  A  Treaty  of  Peace  and  Amity  between  the 
United  States  of  America  and  the  Bashaw  Bey 
and  subjects  of  Tripoli,  in  Barbery,  dtc. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 

DlCEHBER  11,  1805. 

To  Iht  Senate  of  the  Vmted  States  : 

Accordinff  to  the  request  of  the  Seaaie,of  De- 
cember 30, 1  now  lay  before  them  ibecorrespoad- 
ence  of  the  naval  commandeis  Barron  and  Rodg- 
eiG,  and  of  Mr.  Eaioo,  late  Consul  at  Tunis, 
respeciiug  the  progress  of  the  war  with  Tripoli, 
antecedent  to  (he  treaty  with  the  Bey  and  Re- 

!;eney  of  Tripoli,  and  respecting  the  neffotialions 
ot  the  same ;  aad  the  commissjoa  and  instruc- 
tions of  Mr.  Eaton,  with  such  oiLer  correspoad- 
ence,  in  possession  of  the  offices,  as,  I  suppose, 
may  be  useful  to  the  Senate  in  their  deliberations 
upon  the  said  treaty. 

The  instiuciinns  which  were  given  to  Mr. 
Leir,  the  Consul  Qeneral  at  Algiers,  respecting 
the  negotiations  for  the  said  treaty,  accompanied 


the  treaty  aod  the  Message  concerning  the  same, 
and  are  now  with  them  in  possession  of  the 
Senate. 

So  much  of  these  papers  has  been  extracted 
and  communicated  to  the  Uou^c  of  Representa- 
tives, as  relates  lo  the  principles  of  the  co-opera- 
tion between  the  Untied  States  and  Hamei  Car- 
amalli,  which  is  the  subject  of  a  joint  Message  lo 
both  Houses  of  Congress,  bearing  equal  date  with 
the  present ;  and,  as  those  now  communicated  to 
the  Senate  comprehend  the  whole  of  that  matter, 
I  request  that  they  may  be  considered  as  compris- 
ing (he  documents  stated  in  that  Message  as  ac- 
companying it  Being  mostly  originals  or  sole 
copies,  a  retnro  of  them  is  requested  at  the  con- 
venience of  the  Senate. 

We  have  no  letter  from  Mr.  Lear  respecting 
Tripoline  affairs  of  later  date  than  that  of  July 
5.  which  was  transmitted  to  the  Senate  with  the 
treaty,  nor,  consequently,  any  laler  information  of 
what  steps  have  been  taken  to  carrv  into  effect 
the  stipulation  for  the  delivery  of  the  wife  and 
children  of  the  brolber  of  the  reigning  Bashaw 
ofTtipoli. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 

Jamcaby  13,  1806. 

2b  the  Senate  and  Haute  of 

S^mtaitatiett  of  the  Vnittd  State* : 

I  lay  before  Congress  the  application  of  Hamet 
Caramalli,  elder  brother  of  (he  reigning  Bashaw 
of  Tripoli,  soliciting  from  the  United  States  at- 
tention to  nis  services  and  sufferings  in  the  lale 
war  against  that  Stale;  and,  iu  order  to  possess 
them  of  the  ground  on  which  that  application 
stands,  the  facts  shall  be  stated  according  lo  the 
views  and  information  of  ihe  Executive. 

During  the  war  with  Tripoli,  it  was  suggested 
that  Hamet  Caramalli,  elder  brother  of  (he  reign- 
ing Bashaw,  and  driven  by  him  from  bis  throne, 
medl(ated  ine  recovery  of  his  inheritance,  and 
that  a  concert  in  action  with  us  was  desirable  to 
him.  We  considered  that  concerted  operations  by 
those  who  have  a  common  enemy  were  entirely 
justifiable,  and  might  produce  effects  favorable  to* 
ooth,  without  binding  either  to  guaranty  the  ob- 
jects of  the  other.  But  the  distance  of  tbe  scene, 
the  difficuliies  of  communication,  and  the  uncer- 
tainty of  our  information  inducing  tbe  less  confi- 
dence in  the  measure,  it  was  committed  xo  our 
agents  as  one  which  might  be  resorted  to,  if  it 
promised  (o  promote  our  success. 

Mr.  Eaton,  however,  our  late  Consul^  on  hia 
return  from  the  Mediterranean,  possessing  per- 
sonal knowledge  of  the  scene,  and  having  confi- 
dence in  iheeffeclof  a  joint  operation,  we  ambor- 
iiced  Commodore  Barron,  then  pioceediog  with 
his  squadron,  to  enter  into  an  understanding  with 
Hamet,  if  he  should  deem  it  useful;  and,  as  it  was 
represented  that  be  would  need  some  aid  of  arms 
and  ammunition,  and  even  of  money,  he  was  au- 
thorized to  furnish  them  to  a  moderate  extent. 
according  to  the  prospect  of  utility  to  be  expected 
from  it.  In  order  to  avail  him  of  tbe  advantages 
of  Mr.  Eaton's  knowledge  of  circumstancea  an 
occasional  employment  was  [Hovided  for  tbelat- 


dbyGoO^Ie 


696 


APPENDIX. 

Relatiotu  with  THpoli. 


ler  as  an  agent  for  the  navy  in  that  aea.  Our  ex- 
peclBtioa  wan  thai  an  intercoarse  should  be  kept 
np  between  the  ex-^aihaw  sad  the  Cammadore ; 
ihati'while  iheformer  moved  on  bf  land, oar  squad- 
ron should  proceed  with  equal  pace,  eo  ax  to  arrire 
at  their  deitbalioD  together,  and  to  attack  ihecom' 
inoti  enemf  by  land  atid  sea  at  the  same  time. 
Tbeinsttuetions  of  Jutied,  to  Commodore  Barron, 
ahow  that  a  co-operation  only  was  iateaded,  and 
by  no  means  an  union  of  our  object  with  tbe  foi^ 
tune  of  the  ei-Baahaw ;  and  the  Commodore'i 
letters,  of  March  2S  and  May  19,  prove  tbat  he 
had  the  most  correct  idea  of  our  intentions.  Hit 
Terbal  inntructioni.  indeed,  to  Mr.  Baton,  and 
Captaia  Hull,  if  ihn  expreuions  are  Bccuraielf 
eomiDittcd  to  writing  by  those  gentlemen,  do  not 
limit  the  extent  of  his  co-operaiitin  aa  ri^rously 
as  he  probably  intended,  but  it  is  certain,  from 
the  ex-Bashaw's  letter  of  Jaauary  3,  written  when 
he  was  proceeding  to  join  Mr.  Eaton,  and  in  which 
he  says,  "  your  operations  should  be  carried  on  by 
■ea,  mine  by  land,"  that  be  leA  the  posilion  in 
which  he  was  with  a  proper  idea  of  the  nature  of 
the  co-operation.  If  Mr.  Ealou's  subiequeni  con- 
Tcntion  should  appear  to  bring  forward  other 
objects,  his  letter  of  April  29  and  May  1  views 
•u.. _.; —    k„>  _,   provisional,   the  second 


this  construction.  In  the  event  it  was  fonnd, 
that,  after  placing  the  ex-Bashaw  in  possession 
of  Derne,  one  of  the  most  important  cities  and 

EroTinces  of  tbe  country,  where  he  bad  resided 
imself  as  Qovernor,  he  was  totally  unable  to  com- 
mand any  resources,  or  to  bear  any  part  in  co- 
operation with  us.  This  hope  was  then  at  an 
«nd,  and  we  certainly  had  never  contemplated, 
nor  were  prepared  to  land  an  army  of 


Our  means  and  oar  authority  were  merely  naval ; 
and,  that  such  were  tbe  expectations  of  Hamet, 
his  letter  of  June  S9  is  an  nnequivocal  acknow- 
ledgment. Whilst,  therefore,  an  impression  from 
the  capture  of  Derne  might  operate  still  at  Tripoli, 
■nd  an  attack  on  that  place  from  our  squadron 
was  daily  expected,  Cobnel  Lear  ihottght  it  the 
best  moment  to  listen  to  overtures  of  peace,  then 
made  by  the  Bashaw ;  be  did  so ;  and,  while  urg- 
ing provisions  for  the  United  Slates,  he  paid  at- 
tention also  to  the  interests  of  Hamet,  but  was 
able  to  affect  nolhine  more  tban  to  engage  the 
restitution  of  his  family ;  and  even  the  persevering 
in  this  demand  suspended  for  some  time  the  con- 
dusion  of  the  treaty. 

In  operations  at  such  a  distance,  it  becomes  ne- 
cessary to  leave  much  to  the  discretion  of  the 
•gents  employed;  but  events  may  still  turn  up 
beyond  tbe  limits  of  that  discretion.  Unable  in 
atich  a  case  to  cousnlt  his  Qovernment,  a  zealous 
citizen  will  act  as  he  believes  that  woald  direct 
him,  were  it  apprized  of  the  circumstances,  and 
will  take  on  himself  the  responsibility.  In  all 
diese  cases,  the  purity  and  patriotism  of  the  mo- 
livn  should  shield  th«  agent  from  blame,  and 


.  where  the  error  is  not  too 
iojurions.  Should  it  be  ihongbt  by  any  that  the 
verbal  instructions  said  to  have  been  given  by 
Commodore  Barron  to  Mr.  Eaton,  amount  to  a 
stipulation  that  the  United  States  sboold  place 
Hamet  Caramalli  on  the  throne  of  Tripoli,  a  stip- 
ulation BO  entirely  unauthorized,  so  far  beyond 
our  views,  anjl  so  enormous,  could  not  be  sanc- 
tioned b]r  our  Oovernment)  or  should  Hamet 
Caramalli,  contrary  to  tbe  evidence  of  his  letters 
of  January  3,  and  June  39,  be  ihottght  to  hare 
left  the  position,  which  be  now  seems  to  regret, 
under  a  mistaken  expectation  that  we  were,  at  all 
events,  to  place  him  on  hi*  throne,  on  an  appeal 
to  the  liberality  of  the  nation,  something  equiva- 
lent to  tbe  replacing  blm  in  his  former  situation 
might  be  worthy  its  consideration.  A  nation,  by 
establishing  a  character  of  liberality  and  mag- 
nanimity, gains,  in  the  friendship  and  respect  of 
others,  more  tban  the  worth  of  mere  money-  Thia 
apF>eal  is  now  made  by  Hamet  Caramalli  to  the 
United  States.  The  ground  he  has  taken  being 
different,  not  only  from  our  views,  bnt  from  those 
expressed  by  himself  on  former  occasions,  Mr. 
Eaton  was  desired  to  state  whether  any  verbal 
communication  passed  from  him  to  Hamet,  which 
had  varied  what  we  saw  ip  writing.  His  an- 
swer of  December  6,  is  herewith  transmitted,  and 
has  rendered  it  aliU  more  neceiaary  that,  in  pn- 
sentiog  to  tbe  Legislature  the  application  of 
Hamet,  I  should  present  them  at  the  same  time 
an  exact  statement  of  the  views  and  proceedinga 
of  the  Executive  through  this  whole  business,  that 
tbey  may  clearly  understand  the  ground  on  which 
we  are  placed.  It  U  aocompanin!  by  all  the  pa- 
pers which  bear  any  relation  to  tbe  principles  of 
the  co-operation,  and  which  can  inform  their 

t'udgment  in  deciding  on  the  application  of  HamM 
;aramalli.  THT  JEFFERSON. 

FaanDABT  4, 1806. 

lb  the  Senait  of  the  DnUed  Slala  ; 

I  now  transmit  the  letten  desired  by  the  reso- 
lution of  (he  S^ate  of  January  30,  so  ikr  as  tbey 
exist  in  the  office*,  to  wit . 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Department  of 
Sute,  to  Mr.  Eaton  of  May  30, 1801. 

The  letter  from  Mr.  Cathcarl  to  Mr.  Eaton, 
dated  Leghorn,  June  15, 1301,  is  not  in  the  officer 
but  tbe  substance  of  it  is  supposed  to  be  recited 
in  those  of  Mr.  Cathcart  to  the  Secretary  of  State^ 
of  Augnst  15,  1802,  and  July  2,  1801,  extracts  of 
both  o?  which  are  transmitted. 

The  letter  of  Mr.  Eaton,  of  September  6, 1801, 
supposed  to  be  that  intended  by  tbe  Senate,  as  it 

iswers  their  description  r  there  is  no  letter  of 

s  of  September  15. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  William  Eaton  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  Dec-mber  13, 1801. 

Extract  from  Captain  Hurray's  letter  of  Au- 
gust 18,  1802. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Cathcart  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  of  Agaust  25,  1803. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Morris,  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy,  IHatch  30, 1803. 
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Th«  letter  from  theSwedish  Admiral  to  Hatnet 
Buhaw,  deiignated  in  the  rcsolutioo  of  the  Sen- 
ate, ii  not  in  posseuion  of  the  Executive. 

The  extracts  above m en tiooed  give  the  whole 
natter  contained  in  tb^  respective  letters  relating 
to  Hatnet  Caramalli.     The  parts  omitted  are  on 
•nbjects  entirelv  foreign  to  what  coDeerns  him. 
TH.  JEFFERSON. 

NovsHBiR  11, 1807. 

Th  tkt  Staatt  oftkt  United  Stait*  .■ 

Some  lime  had  elasped,  after  the  receipt  of  the 
late  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Tripoli, 
before  the  circumstance  drew  particular  attention, 
that,  although  by  the  third  article  the  wife  and 
children  of  the  ex-Bashaw  were  to  be  restored  to 
him,  this  did  not  appear  either  to  have  been  done 
or  demanded.  Still  it  was  constantly  expected 
that  explanations  on  the  subject  would  be  receiv- 
ed. None,  however,  havios  arrived  when  Mr. 
Davis  went  as  Consul  to  Tripoli,  he  was  in- 
structed to  demand  the  execution  of  the  article. 
He  did  so ;  but  was  answered  by  the  exhibition  of 
a  declaralion,  signed  by  our  negotiaior  the  day  af- 
ter ihe  signature  of  the  treaty,  allowing  four  years 
for  the  restoration  of  the  family.  Thedeclatalioii. 
and  the  letter  of  Mr.  Davis  stating  what  had 
passed  on  the  occasion,  are  now  communicated  to 
the  Senate.  On  the  receipt  of  this  tetter.  I  caused 
the  correspondence  of  Mr.  Lear  to  be  diligently 
re-eiamined,  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  there 
might  have  been  a  communication  of  this  paper 
made,  and  overlooked  or  forgotten.  Nonesuch, 
however,  is  found.  There  appears  only,  in  a  jour- 
nalized account  of  the  transaction  by  Mr.  Lear 
nnder  date  of  June  3,  a  passage  intimating  that  he 
should  be  disposed  to  give  time,  rather  than  suffer 
the  business  to  be  broken  ofi^  and  nur  countrymen 
left  in  slavery :  and  again,  that  on  the  return  of  the 
person  who  passedbetween  himself  end  iheBashaw, 
and  information  that  the  Bashaw  would  require 
time  for  the  delivery  of  the  family,  he  consented, 
and  went  ashore  to  consummate  the  treaty.  This 
was  done  by  the  next  day ;  and  being  forwarded  to 
lis  as  ultimately  signed,  and  found  to  cooiain  no 
allowance  of  time,  nor  any  intimatioa  that  there 
waa  any  stipulation  but  what  was  in  the  public 
treaty,  it  was  supposed  that  the  Bashaw  bad,  in 
fine,  abandoaed  the  proposition ;  and  the  instruc- 
tions before  mentioned,  were  consequently  siven 
to  Mr.  Dafis.  An  extract  of  ao  much  of  Mr. 
Lear's  communication  as  relates  to  this  circum- 
stance is  now  transmitted  to  Ihe  Senate ;  the 
vhole  of  the  papers  having  been  laid  before  them 
on  a  former  occasion.  How  it  has  happened  that 
the  declaration  of  June  S  has  never  before  came 
to  our  knowledge,  cannot  with  certainty  be  said ; 
but,  whether  there  has  been  a  miscarriage  of  it, 
or  a  failure  of  the  ordinary  ntteniion  and  correct- 
nets  of  that  o£Scer  in  making  his  communications, 
I  have  thought  it  due  to  the  Senate,  as  well  as 
to  myself,  to  explain  to  them  the  circumstances 
which  have  withheld  from  their  knowledge,  as 
thej  did  from  my  own,  a  modification,  WDich, 
had  it  been  placed  in  the  public  treaty,  would 


_  _bjec._.. 

id  good  faith  cannot  but  feel  in  its  present  form. 

As  the  restoration  of  the  family  has  probably 
been  effected,  a  just  regard  to  the  character  of  the 
United  States  will  require  that  1  make  to  the 
"  ihaw  a  candid  statement  of  facts;  and  that 
sacrificesofhis  right  to  Ihe  peace  and  friendship 
of  the  two  countries,  by  yielding  finally  to  the  de- 
mand of  Mr.  Davis,  be  met  by  proper  acknow- 
ledgments and  reparation  on  our  part. 

Nov.  11, 1807.  TH.  JEFFERSON, 


Treaty  of  Peace  and  Amity  batween  Ihe  United  Stataa 
of  America  and  the  Bsshaw  Boy  and  subjeeta  of 
Tripoli,  in  Barbsry. 

Article  1.  There  shall  be,  from  the  conclusion 
of  the  treaty,  a  firm,  inviolable,  and  universal 
leace,  and  a  sincere  fnendshipbetneen  the  Presi- 
lenl  and  citizens  of  the  United  States  of  Amei- 
ca,  on  the  one  part,  and  the  Bashaw  Bey  and 
subjects  of  the  Regency  of  Tripoli,  in  Baihary, 
on  Ihe  other,  made  by  ihe  free  consent  of  both 
parlies,  and  on  the  terms  of  the  most  favored 
nation.  And  if  either  party  shell  hereafter  grant 
to  any  other  nation  any  particular  favor  or  priv- 
ilege in  navigation  or  commerce,  it  shall  im- 
mediately become  common  to  the  other  party, 
freely  where  it  is  freely  granted  to  such  other 
natioc;  but  where  the  grant  if  conditional,  it 
shall  be  at  the  option  of^the  contracting  parties 
to  'accept,  alter,  or  reject  such  conditions,  in  such 
manner  as  shall  he  most  conducive  to  their  re- 
spective interests. 

Aht.  8,  The  Bashaw  of  Tripoli  shall  deliver 
up  to  the  American  squadron,  now  off  Tripc4i, 
all  the  Americans  in  his  possession;  and  all  the 
subjects  of  the  Bashaw  of  Tripoli,  now  in  the 
power  of  the  United  States  of  America,  shall  be 
delivered  up  to  him;  and  as  the  number  of  Amer- 
icans in  possession  of  the  Bashaw  of  Tripoli 
amounts  to  tbree  hundred  persons,  more  or  less, 
and  the  number  of  Tripoline  snbjecis  in  the  power 
of  Americans  is  about  one  hundred,  mote  or 
less,  the  Bashaw  of  Tripoli  shall  receive  from 
the  United  Sute*  of  America  the  sum  of  sixty 
thousand  dollars,  as  a  payment  for  the  difference 
between  the  prisoners  heiein  mentioned. 

Art.  3.  All  the  forces  of  the  Uniied  States 
which  have  been,  or  may  be  in  hostility  against 
the  Bashaw  of  Tripoli,  in  the  province  of  Derm^ 
or  elsewhere  within  the  dominions  of  the  said 
Bashaw,  shall  be  withdrawn  therefrom,  and  no 
snpplies  shall  be  given  by,  or  in  behalf  ofj  tha 
said  United  States,  during  the  eoDtinuance  of  this 
peace,  to  any  of  the  subjects  of  the  said  Bashaw, 
who  may  be  in  hostility  against  him,  in  any  part 
of  his  dominions  i  and  lb e  Americans  will  use  all 
means  in  their  power  to  persuade  the  brother  of 
the  said  Bashaw,  who  has  co-operated  with  them 
at  Derne,  &.C.,  to  withdraw  from  the  territory  of 
the  said  Bashaw  of  Tripoli ;  but  they  will  not 
use  any  force  or  improper  means  to  effect  thai 
object;  and  in  case  be  should  withdraw  himself 
as  aforesaid,  the  Bashaw  engages  to  deliver  up 
to  him  bis  wife  and  children,  now  in  his  power. 
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..hiiih  either  of  the  parlies  are  _. , 

be  loaded  on  board  vessels  belongioe  to  the  other 
partf,  ther  shall  pass  free  and  uotnolested,  and  no 
attempt  snail  be  made  to  take  or  detain  them. 

Art.  5.  If  any  citizens,  subjects,  or  their  ef- 
fects, belonging  to  either  party,  shall  be  fouod  oq 
hoard  a  prize  vessel,  taken  fiom  an  enemy  by  the 
other  party,  such  citizens  or  subjects  shall  be  lib- 
erated immediately,  and  their  effects  so  captured 
shall  be  restored  to  their  lavfiil  owners,  or  their 
agents. 

Art.  6.  Proper  pasaports  abiU  immediately  be 
(iven  to  the  ressefs  of  both  the  eontracting  par- 
ties, on  condition  thai  the  vessels  of  war  bdong- 
ing  to  the  Reeency  of  Tripoli,  in  meeting  witn 
merchant  vessSs  belonging  to  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  of  America,  shall  not  be  permitted  to 
Tisit  them  vilh  more  than  two  persons  besides 
the  rowers ;  then  two  only  ahall  be  permitled  to 

Eon  board  said  vessel,  without  first  obtaiaiog 
ive  from  the  commaader  of  said  veitsel,  whc 
shall  compare  the  passport,  and  immediately  per- 
mit said  vesdel  to  proceed  on  her  voyage  ;  and 
should  any  of  the  said  sabjecta  of  Tripoli  iosuli 
or  molest  the  commander,  or  any  other  person  on 
board  a  vessel  so  visited,  or  plunder  any  of  the 
property  contaiaed  in  her,  on  complaint  being 
made  by  the  Consul  of  the  United  Slates  i  ' 
America^  resident  at  Tripoli,  and  on  his  prodi 
cing  Eumcient  proof  to  substantiate  the  fact,  the 
commander  or  rais  of  said  Tripolina  ship  or  ves- 
sel of  war,  as  well  as  the  offenders,  shair  be  pun- 
ished in  the  most  exemplary  manner. 

All  vessels  of  war  belonging  to  the  United 
States  of  America,  on  meeting  with  a  cruiser 
belonging  to  the  R^ency  of  Tripoli,  and  having 
aeen  her  passpoit  and  certificate  from  the  Consul 
of  the  United  Slates  of  America  residing  in  the 
Regency,  ahall  permit  her  to  proceed  on  her  cruise 
unmolested,  and  without  (detention.  No  passport 
shall  be  granted  by  either  party  to  any  vessel,  but 
such  as  are  absolutely  the  property  of  citizens  or 
subjects  of  said  contracting  parties,  on  any  pre- 
tence whatever. 

Art.  7.  A  citizen  or  subject  of  either  of  the 
contraciine  parties,  having  nought  &  prize  vessel 
condemned  by  the  other  party,  or  by  any  other 
nation,  the  certificate  of  condemnation  and  hill 
of  sale  shall  be  a  sufficient  passport  for  such  ves- 
sel for  two  years,  whichj considering  the  distance 
between  the  two  countries,  is  no  more  than  a  rea- 
sonable time  for  her  to  procure  other  passports, 

Aht.  8.  YesselEof  either  party  putting  into  the 
ports  of  the  other,  and  having  need  of  provisions 
or  other  supplies,  they  shall  be  furnished  at  the 
market  price ;  and  if  any  such  vessel  should  so 
put  In  from  a  disaster  at  sea,  and  have  occasion 
Id  repair,  she  shall  be  at  liberty  to  land  and  re- 
embark  her  cargo  without  paying  any  duties,  but 
in  no  case  shall  she  be  compelled  to  land  her 
cargo. 

Art.  9.  Should  a  vessel  of  either  party  be  cast 
OD  the  shore  of  the  other,  all  proper  assistance 
(hall  be  given  to  her  and  her  crew.  No  pillage 
shall  be  allowed)  the  property  shall  remain  at 


the  disposition  of  the  owners,  and  the  crew  pro- 
tected and  succored  unlit  they  can  be  sent  to 
their  country. 

Art.  10.  If  a  vessel  of  either  party  shall  be 
attacked  by  an  enemy  within  eucsbot  of  the  forts 
of  the  other,  she  shall  be  defended  as  much  as 
possible.  If  she  be  in  port,  she  shall  not  be  seized 
or  attacked  when  it  is  in  tne  power  of  the  other 
party  to  protect  hei :  and,  when  she  proceeds  to 
sea,  no  enemy  shall  be  allowed  to  pursue  her 
from  the  same  port,  within  tweDly-four  honn 
after  hei  demriure. 

Abt.  11.  The  commerce  between  the  United 
States  of  America  and  the  Regency  of  Tripoli, 
the  protections  to  be  given  to  merchants,  masters 
of  vessels,  and  seamen,  the  reciprocal  right  of 
establishing  Consuls  in  each  country,  and  the 
privileges,  immunities,  and  jurisdictions  to  be 
enjoyed  bv  such  Consuls,  are  declared  to  be  on 
the  same  footing  with  those  of  the  most  favored 
nations  respectively. 

Abt.  is.  The  Consul  of  the  United  States  of 
America  shall  not  be  answerable  for  debts  con- 
tracted by  citizens  of  his  own  nation,  unless  he 
previously  gives  a  written  obligation  so  to  do. 

AaT.  13.  On  a  vessel  of  war  belonging  to  the 
United  States  of  America^  anchoring  before  ihe 
city  of  Tripoli,  the  Consul  is  toinform  the  Bashaw 
of  her  arrival,  and  she  shall  be  saluted  with  twen- 
ty-one guns,  which  she  Is  to  return  in  the  same 
quantity  or  number. 

Art.  14.  As  Ihe  Grovernment  of  the  United 
States  of  America  has,  in  itself,  no  character  of 
enmity  against  the  laws,  religion,  or  tranquillity 
of  Mussdmen,  and  as  the  sajd  States  never  have 
entered  into  voluntary  war  or  act  of  hostiliiy 
against  any  Mahometan  nation,  except  in  the  de- 
fence of  their  just  rights  to  freely  navigate  the 
high  seas,  it  is  declared  by  the  contracting  parties, 
that  no  pretext,  arising  from  religious  opinion^ 
shall  ever  produce  an  mterruption  of  the  harmo- 
ny existing  between  the  two  nations ;  and  the 
Consuls  and  agents  of  both  nations,  respectively, 
shall  have  liberty  lo  exercise  his  religion  in  his 
own  House;  all  slaves  of  tJie  same  religion  shall 
not  be  impeded  in  Sp'ug  10  said  Consul's  house  at 
hours  of  praver.  TheConsuls  shall  have  liberty 
and  personal  security  given  to  them  to  travel 
within  the  teiritories  of  each  other,  both  b;^  land 
and  sea,  and  shall  not  be  prereuted  from  going  on 
board  any  vessel  that  they  may  think  proper  to 
visit,  they  shall  have,  likewise,  the  liberty  to  ap- 
point their  own  dragoman  and  brokers. 

AST.  15.  In  case  of  aoy  dispute  arising  from 
the  violation  of  any  of  the  articles  of  this  treaty, 
no  appeal  ahall  be  made  to  arms,  nor  shall  war  be 
declared  on  any  pretext  wbateverj  but,  if  the 
Consul  residing  at  the  place  where  the  dispute 
shall  happen,  shall  not  be  able  to  settle  the  same, 
the  Government  of  thai  country  shall  state  their 
grievances  in  writing,  and  transmit  it  to  the  Gov- 

nment  of  the  other :  and  the  period  of  twelve 

ilendar  months  shall  be  allowed  for  answers  to 

be  returned,  during  which  time  no  act  of  bostil- 

ily  shall  be  permitted   by  either  party ;  and  in 

case  the  grievances  are  not  redressed,  and  war 
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sboDldbe  thecTent,  the  ConraU,  and  citizena  or 
aubjecta  of  both  Mrties,  reciprocBlly,  shall  be  per- 
mitted to  embarK  with  theiT  effects  anniolesied. 

a  board  of  wbaterer  Teuel  or  vesaela  they  shall 

"  '  prorrfr. 

T.  16.  IfiDtheflDctuationof  hi 
a  war  should  oceak  out  between  the  two  natioas, 
the  priaonera  captured  by  either  party  shall  Dot 
be  tnade  slaves,  bat  shall  be  exchaoged  rank  for 
rank ;  and,  if  there  sboald  be  a  deficiency  on  either 
aide,  it  shall  be  made  up  by  the  paymeut  of  fiye 
hniuirwl  gpaoish  doltara  for  e«u:b  captain,  three 
hundred  dollars  for  e*ch  m«te  and  supercargo, 
sod  one  hundred  Spanish  dollars  for  each  aea- 
jnan  so  wanting ;  and  it  is  agread  that  prisoners 
shall  be  exchanged  in  iweUe  months  from  the 
time  of  iheir  capture,  and  that  this  exchaoKC  may 
be  effected  bf  any  prirate  individual,  legally  au- 
thorized by  either  of  the  parties. 

Akt.  17.  If  any  of  the  Barbary  Statet  or  other 
Powers  at  war  with  the  Uailed  Slates  of  Amer- 
ica, shall  capture  any  American  vessel,  and  send 
her  into  any  of  the  potts  of  the  Regency  of  Trip- 
oli, they  shall  not  be  permitted  to  seU  her,  but 
shall  be  obliged  to  depart  the  port  on  procuring 
the  requisite  supplies  of  proTisious  J  and  no  duties 
shall  be  exacted  on  the  sale  of  prizes  captured  by 
veweb  sailing  under  the  flag  of  the  United  Slates 
of  America  when  brought  into  any  pott  in  the 
R^encyof  Tripoli. 

Art.  18.  If  any  of  the  citizeD*  of  the  United 
States,  or  any  persons  under  their  protection  aball 
h>7a  any  dispute  with  each  other,  the  Consul 
thall  decide  between  the  parties;  and  whenever 
the  Consol  shall  require  any  aid  or  assistance 
from  the  Gorernment  of  Tripoli  10  enforce  his 
decisions,  it  shall  immediately  be  granted  to  him. 
And,  if  any  dispute  shall  arise  between  auy  citi- 
zen of  th«  United  States,  and  the  citizens  or  sub- 
jects of  any  other  nation,  having  a  Consul  or 
S:eDt  in  Tripoli,  such  dispute  shall  be  settled  by 
e  Consuls  or  agents  of  the  respective  nations. 

Aht.  19.  If  a  citizen  of  the  United  States 
should  kill  or  wound  a  Tripoline,  or,  on  the  con- 
narv,  if  a  Tripoline  shall  kill  or  wound  a  citizea 
of  the  United  State*,  the  law  of  the  country 
shall  take  place,  and  equal  joatice  shall  be  ren- 
dered, the  Consul  assisting  at  the  trial;  and  if 
any  delinquent  shall  make  bis  escape,  the  Consul 
shall  not  be  answerable  for  him  in  any  manner 

Art.  so.  Sbontd  any  citizen  of  the  United 
States  of  America  die  within  the  limits  of  the 
Regency  of  Tripoli,  the  Bashaw  and  his  subjects 
shall  not  interfere  with  the  property  of  the  de- 
ceased, but  it  shall  be  under  (be  immediate  direct- 
ion of  the  Consul,  unless  otherwise  disposed  of 
by  will.  Should  there  be  no  Consul,  the  effects 
shall  be  deposited  in  the  hands  of  some  person 
worthy  of  trust,  until  the  party  shall  dppear  who 
has  a  right  to  demand  them,  wnen  they  shall  reu- 

j 1  of  ([|g  property.    Neither  shall 

T  his  subjects  give  hindernoce '- 


of  any  will  that  may  appear. 

tie  underaiened  Tobias  Lear.  Con- 


ihe  Regency  of  Algiers,  being  duly  appointed 
commissioner,  by  letters  patent  noderihe  signa- 
ture of  the  President,  andseal  of  ihe  United  States 
of  America,  bearing  date  at  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington, the  18lh  day  of  November,  1S03,  for  ne- 
gotiating and  concfudiog  a  treaty  of  peace  be- 
tween the  United  States  of  America  and  the 
Bashaw  Beyand  subjects  of  the  Regency  of  Trip- 
oli, in  Barbary. 

Now  know  ye,  that  I,  Tobias  Lear,  eommia- 
sioner  as  aforesaid,  do  conclude  the  foregoing 
treaty,  and  every  article  and  clause  therein  con- 
tained,  reserving  the  same,  nevertheless,  for  the 
final  ratification  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  by  and  nith  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate  of  the  said  United  States. 

Done  at  Tripoli,  in  Barbary,  the  4th  day  of 
June,  in  (he  year  1805,  corresponding  with  the  Sth 
day  of  the  Ist  month  of  Rabbia.  mO. 

TOBIAS  L£AR.    [l.  b.] 

Having  appeared  in  our  presence.  Colonel 
Tobias  Lear,  Consul  Qeneral  ot  the  United  Sutee 
of  America  in  the  Regency  of  AlgieK,  and  com- 
missiooar  for  negotiating  and  concluding  a  treaty 
of  peace  and  friendship  between  us  anathe  Uni- 
ted Stales  of  America,  bringing  with  him  the 
present  treaty  of  peace  with  the  within  articles; 
ihey  were  by  us  minutely  examined,  and  we  do 
hereby  accept,  confirm,  and  ratify  them,  ordering 
all  our  subjects  to  fulfil  entirely  their  cooteats, 
without  any  Tiolalion  and  under  no  pretext. 

In  witness  whereof  we,  with  the  heads  of  our 
Regency,  subscribe  ii. 

Given  at  Tripoli,  in  Barbary,  the  6th  day  of 
ihe  Ist  month  of  Rabbia.  1220,  corresponaing 
with  the  4th  day  of  June,  1805. 

We  hereby  acknowledge  to  have  received  frosa 
the  hands  of  Colonel  Tobias  Lear,  the  full  aum 
of  sixty  thousand  dollars,  mentioned  as  ransom 
for  two  hundred  Americans  in  the  treaty  of  peace, 
concluded  beiweeo  us  and  the  United  States  of 
America,  on  the  6th  day  of  the  lat  month  of 
Rabbia,  1220;  and  of  all  demands  against  the 
said  United  Stales. 

Done  this  21st  day  of  the  1st  month  of  Rab* 
bia,  1320. 

JOSEPH  CARAMANLY, 
Baihavi.  [l.  a.] 

Bztract  of  a  letter  from   tba   Beerstsry  of  Bute  to 
Williaio  Ealon,  Esquire,  dated. 

WAsaiiiaTON,  Jl%  20, 1801. 
Your  letter  of  the  %A  and  18th  September,  6th 
October,  1st.  9th,  lOtb,  IStb,  16th,  13th,  29th, 
19tb,  and  26th  November,  and  8th  December, 
have  been  received  since  the  date  of  Mr.  Lin- 
coln's letter  by  the  Qraod  Turk,  which  sailed 
from  New  York  in  March  last,  with  the  third 
cargo  of  Regalia  for  Tunis.  The  proofs  which 
have  been  given  by  the  Bashaw  of  Tripoli  of 
hostile  designs  against  the  United  Stales  have,  as 
you  will  learn  from  Oommodote  Dale,  determined 
the  President  to  send  into  the  Mediierraoean  a 
squadron  of  three  frirates  and  a  sloop  of  war. 
under  the  command  oi  that  officer.    Should  war 
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bave  b«ea  dectaied,  or  hosliliiies  commeDced, 
(his  fore*  will  be  immediately  employed  in  the 
defeDce  &ud  proieclioD  of  ouf  commerce  HgaiasC 
the  piraciea  of  that  Regency.  It  is  hoped  that 
the  contagion  vrill  not  have -spread  either  lo 
Tunis  or  Algiers ;  but  should  ooe  or  both  of  them 
tiBTe  followed  the  perfidious  example,  their  cor- 
sairs will  be  equally  repelled  and  puoisbed. 

The  policy  of  exhibiting  a  aaval  force  on  the 
coast  of  Barbary  has  Long  Meu  urged  by  yoaraelf 
and  the  other  Cousuls.  The  present  mLtneut  is 
peculiarly  farorable  for  (he  experiment,  not  only 
a«  it  is  a  provisiou  agaiust  an  immediate  duDger, 
but  as  we  are  now  at  peace  and  amity  with  all  the 
Test  ofthe  world,  and  as  the  force  emp!oye<l  would, 
if  at  home,  be  at  nearly  the  same  expense,  with 
less  advantage  to  our  mariners.  The  President 
has,  therefore,  every  reason  to  expect  the  utmost 
exertions  of  your  prudence  and  address,  in  giving 
the  measure  an  impressioa  most  advaQtageous  to 
the  character  and  interests  of  the  United  States. 
In  effecting  this  object,  the  meana  muEit  be  left,  in 
a  great  degree,  lo  your  knowledge  ofthe  local  and 
Other  circumstances  which  cannot  beundersioodat 
this  distance.  You  will,  of  course,  take  due  pains 
to  Fatisiy  the  Bey  that  the  United  States  are  de- 
sirous Dt  maintaining  peace  with  all  nations  who 
are  willing  to  live  in  peace;  that  they  have  given 
abundaui  evidence  of  their  dispo!:ition  to  cultivate 
the  friendship  of  the  Barbary  Regencies,  aud  of 
himself  in  particular,  and  that,  if  the  Sag  ofthe 
United  Slates  should  be  engaged  in  a  war  with 
either  of  them,  it  will  be  a  war  of  defence  and  ne- 
cessity, not  of  choice  or  provocation.  You  will 
also  give  every  friendly  explanaiioD  and  assurance, 
on  this  occasion,  which  ma;  be  requisite  for  (he 
Consuls  and  agents  of  other  Powers  residing  at 
Tunis. 

You  are  authorized  to  iufonh  the  Bey  of  Tunis 
that  a  vessel  is  now  preparing  to  taiie  in  the  cargo, 
whichwlllcomplete  theregaliB  due  lobim, and  that 
BO  lime  will  be  lost  in  getting  her  on  her  vovage. 
The  jewels,  to  the  amount  ot  forty  thousand  dol- 
lars, nave,  as  you  know,  been  ordered  to  be  pre- 
Eted  in  London.  On  the  28th  December  last  Mi 
ng  wrote;  "  Ihaveconcludedto  take  immediat 
measarei  to  provide  the  jewels,  enumerated  in  the 
list  furnished  by  Mr.  Ealon.  Some  of  the  arti- 
cles can  be  soon  prepared  and  sent;  others,  in  elu- 
ding the  arms  and  almost  all  the  jewelry,  will  re. 
quire  *  long  time  to  be  prepared."  If  they  are 
eawDtial  to  the  preservatioa  orpeaee,Bnd  the  ben- 
efits ofthe  treaty  with  the  Bey.thejr  mu*(  be  yielded 

It  will  be  agreeable,  both  to  the  humanity  of 
the  President  and  the  policy  of  vour  situation,  to 
render  kind  offices  to  the  Britiah,  and  all  others 
within  yoar  Consulate  j  bnt  you  caunot  be  per- 
mitted to  accept  an  appointmeut  from  any  other 
OoTernmenl  than  the  United  States. 

The  ship  purchased  by  you,  being  forieign  built, 
ia  excluded  by  a  construction  of  our  laws,  frc 
having  a  Mediterranean  pau. 

The  President  has  taken  into  consideration  your 
lequeit    '  '  '    ' 

beiooiojorious' 


It  of  leave  of  absence,  apd  thinks  it  might 
iojarioustoUKBflaiTsortbeUniled  Slates, 


emc ia  11  y  daring  the  present  critical  state  of  the 


I  conclude  with  eojointng  on  you  the  a 
al  and  respectful  com  mu  a  lea  lions  with  Com- 
modore Dale,  and  the  ready  assietanceof  him  with 
all  such  usual  information,  and  other  good  offices, 
t  may  be  in  your  power  to  render,  and  with 
offering  you  my  sincere  wishes  for  your  success 
in  ail  your  measures  for  advancing  the  welfare  pf 
oar  country. 

Exbraet  of  a  letter  from  James  L.  Calheart,  Esq.,  to  the 
Becretsry  of  State,  dated 

Lbqhobn,  July  2,  I80I. 
Should  we  break  with  the  whole  of  the  Bar- 
bary Stales  at  once,  we  must  have  considerably 
greater  force  in  the  Mediterranean.  I  propose 
chastising  them,  one  at  a  time,  and  pursuing  such 
measures  at  the  Ottoman  Court  as  will  effectually 
prevent  any  coalition  taking  place  injurious  to 
our  interest.  I  not  only  contemplate  the  obtain- 
ing a  permanent  and  honorable  peace,  but  like- 
wise ine  dethroning  the  present  Bashaw,  and  ef- 
fect iog  a  revolution  in  favor  ofhis  brother  Hamet 
who  is  at  Tunis,  and  thereby  insure  the  United 
Slates  the  gratitude  of  him  and  his  successors; 
for  so  long  as  Joseph  the  Bashaw  lives,  out  eomr 
merce  will  not  be  secure.  For  even  allowing  that 
we  conclude  a  peace  upon  our  own  terms,  the  first 
time  our  frigates  are  00"  their  guard,  or  employed 
upon  other  service,  his  cruisers  will  capture  Amer- 
icans, in  retaliation,  for  having  imposed  upon  him 
terms  which  he  may  consider  humiliating,  not  re- 
verting to  the  cause;  and  that  Ibe  concessions, 
which  we  will  certainly  force  him  to  make,  are 
merely  inflicted  as  a  just  paoishment  for  his  te- 
merity and  breach  of  faith,  end  to  oblige  him  to 
observe  his   engagements  inviolably  sacred    in 

I  hare  requested  Mr.  Eaton  to  endeavor  to  as- 
certain how  far  said  Hamet  would  be  willing  to 
engase  in  an  expedition  of  that  nature,  and  even 
shourd  we  not  succeed  in  dethroning  Joseph,  ne- 
vertheless his  presence  on  board  of  CommiKlore 
Tmxtun  would  strike  his  brother  and  adherents 
with  such  a  panic  as  could  not  fail  to  promote  our 
interests. 


RoAO  or  Tunis,  SepUnib^  5,  ISOl. 
The  enclosures,  which  I  nave  the  honor  here- 
with to  forward,  will  inform  OoTernment,  as  ac- 
curately as  I  have  the  means,  of  our  actual  posi- 
tion and  future  prospects  in  regard  to  Tripoli,  out 
circumstance  onlv  omitted,  which  it  a  project  in 
concert  between  the  rightful  Bashaw  of  Tripoli, 
now  in  exile  in  Tunis,  and  myself,  to  aihck  the 
usurper  by  land  while  our  operations  are  goingom 
bysea.  Tbesetwomenarelirothers}  iheyoung«r 
is  on  the  throne,  having  expelled  the  elder  about 
eijfht  or  nine  years  ago.  The  subjects,  in  geoeraL 
ofthe  reigning  Bashaw,  are  vetyr  discontenled,  ana 
ripe  for  revolt ;  they  want  nothing  but  coofidcaoe 
in  the  prospeci  of  sncaessj  this  confidence  11H7 
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be  iMpired  by  auDfances  of  oui  determiDBtioii 
chastise  (hit  Bashaw  for  his  oLHrage  against  the 
Uniled  Siates.  Tbe  Bay  of  TudIb,  though  pru- 
deaoe  will  keep  htm  behiod  the  curtain,  1  ha*e 
Mroog  leosoDS  to  believe  will  eheerfuUr  prompt 
the  sane.  He  ia  in  favor  of  the  elder  brother. 
Tbe  idea  of  detbroainff  our  eobmf ,  aod  placiog 
rightful  soTereigD  in  his  seat,  ntakes  a  deeper  in 
preMion  oa  aecouat  of  the  lasting  peace  it  will 
produce  with  that  Kegency,  aud  tbe  lenOD  of  csd- 
lion  it  will  teacb  the  other  Baibary  Stateg.  These 
■re  objects  which,  to  me,  seem  to  clearly  within 
our  power  that  ihey  ought  to  command  eierlions. 
Having  begun  to  coerce  Tripoli,  it  would  operate 
au  injury  of  perpetual  duration  to  relax  in  these 
measures. 

Bitotctofalelter  from  WilGam  Eaton  to  the  Secre- 
liry  of  Btate. 
Tqnis,  December  13, 1801. 

Sir:  On  the  38 ih  of  October  arrived  the  Da- 
nish Commodore  Eoefoed,  and  a  Consnt  Holch, 
fire  days  from  Leghorn.  Tbe  eTeniagof  the  3d 
ultimo  they  passed  at  the  Ameriiwn  hotue.  At 
the  Commodore  had  lately  been  at  Tripoli  on  a 
negotiation,  it  was  very  natural  to  inquire  of  him 
what  seemed  to  be  tbe  general  aantimeal  of  the 
Tripolines  reapeoling  liie  Ameiicaa  war.  He  said 
il  was  very  unpopttUr,  and  that  the  subjects  of  the 
Bashaw,  chiefly  on  tiiis  account,  were  ripe  for  a 
rSfoll;  tbey  waited  foroolhiog  but  succor.  They 
clanior  against  the  madness  and  oppression  of  tbeir 
chief,  say  he  makes  war  on  his  friends  to  the  de- 
siruGiion  of  their  Utile  commerce,  takes  all  tbe 
plunder  to  himself,  and,  in  the  issue,  reduces  them 
to  starvation  and  the  loss  of  friends,  wiiboot  al- 
lowing them  the  Wretched  coDsolatioQ  to  mourn 
for  those  friends  when  siaia.  They  almost  unan- 
imously desire  the  restoration  of  iheir  rightful 
sov^eigD,  who  is  a  mild  man,  of  peaceable  dispo- 
sitioBs;  aod  if  he  were  offered  them,  with  the  ap- 
pearance of  deierminatioo,  they  would  rise  en  moMe 
to  receive  bim.  The  Commodore  gave  it  as  his 
vpinion  that  the  most  effectual  way  of  reducing 
Tripoli  would  be  (o  Land  troops  sonth  of  the  town, 
on  a  commaDding  untenanted  position,  and  raising 
a  cross  fire  with  the  bomb-ketches  stationed  qp 
the  no  [lb  of  it;  gunboats  or  floating  batteries  to 
be  stationed  at  the  same  time  within  the  mole,  (o 
keep  up  a  direct  6re  on  the  town  and  rear  of  tbe 
castle.  He  thinks  three  thouasnd  men  an  ample 
force  to  effect  tbe  object  ooatemplaied  by  land; 
but  two  heavv  pieces  of  ordnance  for  battering, 
and  some  light  artillery  to  repel  the  assault  of 
cavalry,  would  be  requisite.  Thus  it  appears  that 
the  opmious  of  the  Danish  and  American  com- 
naodwes  correspond  very  exactly  on  the  subject 
of  Decenary  operations  for  redueing  Tripoli. 

On  the  position  proper  for  landing  stands  a  coo- 
sidatabkt  forest  of  dale- trees,- the  fruit  of  which 
forms  a  great  article  of  subsistence  to  the  Moors 
of  the  Ticioity  ;  apprehension  of  the  destruction 
of  which  would  bring  these  people  to  almost  any 
terms,  Tbeir  peaceaDle  behaviour  may  be  made  a 
condiiioB  of  ita  pMaerratioB ;  at  the  same  time,  it 
9tb  CoH.  Sd  Sea.— JiS 


may  serve  for  cover  against  cavalry,  in  case  of 
being  hard  pushed. 

On  tbe  morning  of  the  3d  November  I  received 
a  message  from  Sidi  Mahomet  Bashaw,  tbe  exile 
from  Tripoli,  informing  me  that  his  brother,  the 
usurper,  had  addressed  tbe  Dey  of  Algiers,  and 
begged  his  mediation  to  bring  about  a  reconcilia- 
tion with  the  American  C^verDmeet,  and  ex- 
pressed great  solicitude  to  know  whether,  in  my 
opinion,  the  Americans  would  admit  aacn  an  in- 
tervention. I  did  not  hesitate  to  gire  it  as  mj 
opinion,  that  my  Goverament,  having  once  beta 
deceived  by  that  Dey,  would  now  seek  to  establish 
their  peace  on  a  surer  base.  He  then  desired  to 
be  advised  whether  he  might  place  any  reliance 
OB  tbe  operations  of  the  Americans  in  bis  bebaltl 
I  recommended  to  bim  patience  and  silence;  ~~ 
the  same  time,  gave  him  leave  to  eote~'~~  '' 
hope  (may  it  not  be  illusive)  that  the  n 


lould  favor  his  views. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  A.  MatiBy,  Esq.,  on  board  the 
frigate  CanstBllattoa,  at  Malta,  (o  WUliam  Eaton, 
Esq.  dated 

AuODST  18,  1803. 
I  have  this  day  bad  a  commuDicatioa  with  tbe 
legal  Bashaw  of  Tripoli,  and  offered  to  take  him 
to  Derne.and  to  aid  him  in  any  measures  he  chose 
to  pursue;  but  be  thinks  it  will  be  more  to  our 
advantage,  as  well  as  bis,  to  go  there  in  an  Eng- 
lish  brig  that  he  hath  chartered,  and  to  try  what 
force  he  can  raise  there,  in  as  private  a  manner 
as  possible  ;  after  which,  in  coojunctiou  with  the 
Swedish  force,  we  can  further  co-operate  with 
him  by  private  signals  agreed  upon.  I  am  pleased 
with  his  candor,  and  am  persnaded,  if  be  get  r» 
instated  in  his  dominions,  he  will  he  friendly  to  ua. 

Extract  of  a  letter  (ram  James  L.  Cathcart,  Esq.,  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  dated 

Lbubobn,  Augvat  35, 1803. 
Dutingmj' residence  at  Tripoli,!  had  the  honor 
>  tmnsmit  to  the  Department  of  State  the  history 
of  the  reign  of  Ali  Pacha,  father  of  the  reigning 
sovereign  of  Tripoli,  iacludiog  the  different  revo- 
lutions in  that  Slate,  an  account  of  the  murder  of 
Mohammed  Bey,  and  the  dethroning  of  the  right* 
ful  sovereign  of  Tripoli,  Hamet  Pacha,  'ho,  at 
that  period,  was  under  the  protection  ai  the  Bey 
of  Tunis,  but  is  now  at  Malta ;  and,  in  a  sappler 
m»ut,  I  forwarded  some  acoouniof  the  throDeand 
Iga  of  the  present  usurper,  Joseph  Pacha  Gara- 

From  the  day  of  my  arrival  I  conceived  it  my 
duty  Co  be  particular  in  forwarding  details  of  the 
roost  promuent  transacflons  of  thai  Government, 
for  the  information  of  the  President,  and  spared 
no  pains  or  expense  to  procure  the  best  intelligence 
obtainable.  Whether  eventually  I  succeeded  or  not 
I  must  leave  to  your  candor  lo  determine,  whioh 


Cranapired.  As  Ihe  abovementioned  papers,  as 
well  as  my  own  observations,  convinced  me  tbajC 
Ihe  inhabitattts  of  Tripoli  held  the  present  Pacha 
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ID  ihe  greatest  degree  of  horror  imagiaable,  and 
of  their  great  desire  that  Hamet,  wbo  was  then 
at  Tani»,  should  again  assume  the  reias  of  Got- 
ettimeiit,  I  was  left  na  reasoD  to  doubt  thai,  should 
be  erer  be  able  to  appear  before  Tripoli  with  auf 
considerable  force  to  espouse  his  cause,  the  chief 
inhabiiaDts  of  that  Regency  would  declaie  in  his 
faror.  Indeed,  so  seufiible  is  Joseph  that  his  con- 
duct neither  merits  oor  will  ever  receive  their 
support  when  any  force  is  opposed  to  him,  that 
WDeneTei  he  goes  out  of  the  city,  he  carries  all 
bis  treasure  and  jewels  with  him,  id  chests  moiint- 
ed  on  mules,  which  are  confided  lo  the  care  of  his 
favorite  slaves,  who  have  orders  to  beep  as  close 
to  him  as  possible  ;  nor  is  he  ever  accompanied  by 
less  than  from  three  to  five  hundred  of  Qis  parti- 
sans, who  are  compoBed  of  negroes  and  men  of 
desperate  fortune,  who  would  eepouse  his  eaase 
no  longer  than  until  his  treasure  was  exhausted, 
and  would  then  file  into  the  tanks  of  the  best  pay- 
master. For  this  reason  be  carries  his  cash  with 
him,  as  likewise  to  enable  him  to  laise  a  party 
among  the  Arabs,  should  ever  bis  bcoihei's  party 
assume  courage  sufficient  to  shut  the  gates  of  the 
city  against  him,  as  he  did  against  Hamet,  when 
be  treacberouaiy  usuiped  [he  pachalic. 

In  my  details  of  (he  relative  situation  of  Tripoli 
with  other  nations,  you  will  observe  the  many 
causes  the  Grand  Seignior  has  to  complain  of  the 
arrogance  of  Joseph  Pacha,  and  no  doubt  will  join 
with  me  in  opinion  that  the  war  in  which  he  was 
engaged  was  the  only  reason  which  prevented  him 
from  chastising  him  as  he  deserved ;  and  that  he 
only  waits  for  a  proper  opportunity  I  believe  is 
evident.  No  aci  could  be  more  just  than  the  le- 
instating  Hamel  Pacha  on  the  throne  of  bis  fore- 
fathersi  and  no  act  could  insure  the  Grand  Seig- 
nior a  revenge  so  prompt  and  efficacious,  and  at- 
tended with  so  little  expense  both  of  blood  and 
treasure  nor  soefiectually  insure  the  gratitude  and 
fiiture  obedience  ofHametandhisfeiuilyjasweU  as 
■et  a  precedent  to  the  other  Slates  of  Barbary, 
whose  incorrigible  insolence  has  become  insup- 
portable at  the  Sublime  Forte,  and  render  an  ex- 
ample not  only  expedient,  but  absolutely  necessary. 

Joaseph  Pacha,  perfectly  acquainted  with  these 
circumstancs,  spared  no  pains  to  entice  his  brother 
Hamet  to  come  lo  Tripoli,  under  the  specious  pre- 
text of  giving  him  the  government  of  the  pro- 
TJnccs  ofDerne  and  Bengazi,  but  without  effect. 
Hamet  would  not  listen  to  the  proposal,  and  de- 
manded of  his  brother  to  give  olm  tip  his  wife 
and  children,  whom  he  holds  as  hostages,  and  to 
settle  a  small  annuity  on  him,  sufficient  to  main- 
tain his  family,  promising  that  he  would  then  live 
and  die  at  Tunis. 

In  the  above  train  were  afiairs  at  Tripoli  when 
IlefYit;  and  under  those  impressions,  I  was  in- 
duced, in  my  letter  to  Mr.  Eaton  of  the  ISth  of 
June,  I80I,  to  make  the  following  observations: 
"I  conceive  it  peculiarly  fortanete  that  Tripoli 
has  broken  with  us  first,  as  we  have  it  in  our  power, 
with  a  small  force,  to  reduce  them  to  our  own 
terms,  and,  consequently,  to  influence  the  other 
Regencies  in  onr  favor,  aa  they  would  find,  by  de- 
monstration, that  we  brook  not  insults  with  im- 


ptiniiy.  Nay,  sir,  if  the  Pacha  of  Tripoli's  bro- 
ther Hamet,  who  is  at  Tunis,  was  a  man  of  un- 
derstanding and  enterprise,  I  would  stake  my  soul 
that,  with  the  assistance  of  four  of  our  frigates,  I 
would  efiVct  a  revolution  in  his  favor,  and  place 
him  on  the  throne  of  Tripoli,  in  spite  of  every  ob- 
stacle i  and  thereby  insure  the  United  Stales  the 
gratitude  of  him  and  his  successors,  besides  con- 
cluding an  advantageous  peace."  But  I  most 
sincerely  declare,  that,  actuated  as  I  was  by  no 
other  motive  than  an  honest  zeal  for  what  I  sup- 
posed, and  continue  to  suppose,  to  be  the  best  inter- 
est of  my  country,  I  at  that  period  thought  it  a 
moral  impossibility  that  it  would  take  fifteen 
months  to  draw  out  the  energies  of  an  injured  na- 
tion,  or  that  motives  of  humanity  would  so  far 
preponderate  in  our  councils,  as  to  induce  us  to 
postpone  our  vengeance  until  the  barbarity  of 
those  miscreants  to  our  unfottonate  fellow-citizens 
would  give  a  latitude,  and  prescribe  the  rules  of  a 

Id  ateiterof  the  29th  of  June,  I  forwarded  to  Mr. 
Eaton  the  outlines  of  my  despatch  (No  8,)  dated 
at  Leghorn,  July  2d,  1801,  wherein  I  reqaested 
himioasceriainnowfarsaidHamet  would  be  wil- 
ling to  engage  in  an  expedition  of  that  nature ;  to 
which  I  received  no  answer  for  many  months. 
For  particulars,  1  refer  you  to  the  despatch ;  and 
you  will  please  to  observe  the  paragraph  which 
commences,  "  I  propose  chastising  inem  one  at  a 
time,  and  pursuing  such  measures  at  the  Ottoman 
Court  as  will  efiectually  prevent  anv  coalition  tak- 
ing place  injurious  to  our  inieresls." 

Tne  measures  in  contemplation  were,  to  embark 
the  said  Hamet  on  board  our  commodore's  ship, 
to  proceed  with  him  to  ConaUntinople,  to  present 
him  to  the  Grand  Vizier,  andlet  him  then  make  use 
of  his  own  arguments  to  procure  the  caftan,  or 
robe  of  honor;  and  while  he  was  negotiating  for 
force,  which  the  Grand  Seiguior  undoubtedly 
means  to  send  against  Tripoli,  ve  would  have  pro- 
fitted  by  the  opportunity  to  have  concluded  a  com* 
mercial  treaty  with  the  Sublime  Porte,  and  to 
have  made  such  arrangements,  both  there  and 
with  Hamet  Pacha,  as  could  not  fail  to  inspire 
those  nations  with  aenitiaents  favorable  to  our 
dignity  and  interests.  Bf  procuring  the  Grand 
Seignior's  sanction  to  this  expedition,  it  would  ef- 
fectually prevent  any  coalition  taking  place  un- 
favorable to  our  interests;  and  that  the  Grand 
Seignior  still  intends  to  revenge  the  insults  he  has 
received,  you  will  be  informed  by  Mr.  Nisaen's 
commnaicattons,  dated  Tripoli,  April  2Sd,  1802, 
forwarded  in  my  despatch  (No  7)  of  this  year. 

No  material  alteration  took  place  until  Marcb 
last,  when  the  usurper,  Jouseph  Pacha,  having 
succeeded  in  persuading  the  Bey  of  Tonia  to  deny 
hisprotecliontohis  brother  Hamet. he  was  obligea, 
from  mere  necessity,  to  accede  to  Jouseph's  pro- 
posal, and  actually  accepted  the  offer  of  the^ov- 
ernment  of  Deme,  and  embarked  on  board  a  Rus- 
sian ship  bound  to  Malta,  (but  supposed  to  have 
been  bound  to  Derne,)  where  he  arrived  the  lltb 
of  April. 

This  change  of  position  by  Hsmet  Pacha  in- 
duced Mi.  Baton  to  lake  the  measnies  which  he 
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no  doDbt  hsB  detailed  to  GoTernmeDt  in  the  am- 
pleni  maniieT,  and  wliicb,had  not  this  event  taken 
place  so  BuddeDlf,  he  would  oot  hare  done  until 
Be  received  the  President's  instnictioDS ;  and,  so 
far  as  those  meaanrei  have  heea  made  known  to 
me,  I  mnat  do  Mr.  Baton  the  justice  to  ea?  that 
they  seem  to  have  been  judicious,  dictated  oy  im- 
perious necessity^  and  an  honeat  zeal  for  the  suc- 
oeM  of  an  enterprise  which  promised  inch  vast  ad- 
TBDtaget  to  oor  country. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  CoMmodore  Honii  to  the  Beo- 
ratarj  of  the  Navy,  dated 

Oh  aOABD  TBB  C  BBS  APE  A  KB, 

GibraUar  Bay,  March  30, 1803. 
I  hare  beeo  solicited  by  agaota,  or  pretended 
agents,  to  co-operate  with  thelirother  to  dethrone 
the  Bey.  Their  demands  have  been  from  fifty 
thousand  to  one  hundred  thotisand  dollars,  ten 
thousand  stand  of  arms,  powder,  and  some  light 
field-pieces.  This  I  absolutely  refused,  but  con- 
■ented  to  bring  the  ships  before  Tripoli  in  June, 
and  to  furnish  twenty  barrels  of  powder,  on  con- 
dition that  I  could  be  satisfied  they  had  authority 
to  admit  the  Unitsd  States  an  equivalent  for  their 
aid  in  the  event  of  success.  Their  answers  were, 
that  we  would  be  permitted  to  make  a  favorable 
treaty.  I  whs  by  no  means  satisfied  with  merely 
the  pledge  of  these  agents;  their  word  was  not  a 
snfficient  guarantee:  and.  in  the  event  of  our  ren- 
dering them  assistance,  I  shall  take  care  to  have 
the  advantages  clearly  defined,  and  as  binding  as 
the  aalure  of  the  case  will  allow. 


AooiJST  22,  1802. 
According  to  information  ^iven  by  Mr.  Baton, 
he  hat  prevailed  on  the  brother  of  the  Bashaw  of 
Tripoli  to  repair  to  Malta,  with  a  view  to  be  with 
our  squadron  before  Tripoli,  and  to  be  made  use 
of  against  the  Bashaw.  At  ihisdistance,  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  jud^e  accnralely  of  the  project,  or  to  give 
particular  instructions  for  the  management  of  it. 
Although  it  does  not  accord  with  the  general  sen- 
timents or  views  of  the  United  States  to  iolermed- 
dle  with  the  domestic  couiioversies  of  other  coun- 
triea,  it  cannot  be  unfair,  in  the  prosecution  of  a 
just  war,  or  the  accomplishment  of  a  reasonable 
peace,  to  take  advantage  of  the  hostile  co-operation 
of  oiners.  As  far^  therefore,  as  the  views  of  the 
hroiher  may  contribute  to  oar  success,  the  aid  of 
them  may  be  used  far  the  purpose.  Should  this 
aid  be  found  inapplicable,  or  his  own  personal 
object  nnattainable,  it  will  be  due  to  the  honor  of 
tbe  United  States,  and  to  the  expectations  he  wilt 
have  natumlly  formed,  to  treat  his  disappointment 
with  mach  tenderness ;  and  to  restore  him,  as 
nearly  as  may  be,  to  the  situation  from  which  he 
wu  drawn,  or  to  make  some  other  convenient  ar- 
rangement that  may  be  more  eligible  to  bim.  In 
case  of  a  treaty  of  peace  with  the  ruling  Bashaw 
irf'  Tripoli,  perhap*  it  may  be  possible  to  make 
aorae  atipolatioo,  formal  or  informal,  is  favor  of 


Extract  of  a  letter  frain  the  Seccelarr  of  State  to  Jame* 
L.  Cstbcait,  Bequire,  nho  w»  Ent  appointed  to  ne- 
gotiate peace  with  Tripoli,  dated 

Department  of  State,  April  9, 1803. 
Mv  last  to  you  was  of  August  22, 1S02.  .  It  was 
then  hoped  that  you  would  bave  been  successfully 
engaged  in  making  peace  with  Tripoli ;  forwhioD 
the  crisis  was  peculiarly  favorable.  The  course 
of  circunuiaaces  having  deprived  us  of  the  advan- 
tages of  this  crisis,  to  which  the  tenor  of  your 
original  instructions  was  adapted,  the  President 
has  thought  proper  to  review  them  with  an  eye 
to  the  change  in  the  stale  of  things  uodet  which, 
if  peace  be  still  nnmade,  the  negotiations  for  it 
must  now  be  carried  on  ;  and.  (Considering  (hat  the 
Bashaw  is  no  longer  under  the  domestic  distreasea 
nhich  at  one  time  humbled  his  pretensions,  that 
all  the  other  nations  at  war  with  him  have  yielded 
to  the  customary  terms  of  peace;  and  (bat  the  new 
terms  which  the  concurrent  policy  of  all  civilized 
nations' ought  to  force  on  those  barbarians,  would 
□ow  be  pursued  by  the  United  Stales,  at  a  very 
great  expense,  not  only  without  the  co-operation 
of  a  single  other  Power,  but  in  opposition  to  the 
example  of  all,  and  at  a  period  in  different  re- 
spects critical  to  their  affairs,  it  is  thought  best 
that  you  should  not  be  tied  down  to  a  refusal  of 
presents,  whether  to  be  Included  in  the  peace,  or 
to  be  made,  from  time  to  time,  during  its  conlio- 
uance  ;  especially,  as  iu  the  latter  case,  the  title  to 
the  presents  will  be  a  motive  to  its  continuance. 
You  are  accordingly  authorized  by  tbe  President 
to  admit  that  the  Bashaw  shall  receive,  in  the  fiiat 
insiance,  including  the  consular  presents,  the  sum 
of  twenty  thousand  dollars,  and  at  the  rate  after- 
wards of  eight  or  ten  thoosaud  dollars  a  year.  If 
these  sums  can  be  reduced,  you  will,  of  course, 
avail  yourself  of  the  oppoitonity.  But  do  enlarge- 
ment of  themlowards  the  example  of  other  nations 
will  be  admissible ;  especially  if,  at  tbe  dale  of  the 
negotiation,  none  of  our  citizens  should  be  in  cap- 
tivity. The  presents,  whatever  the  amount  or 
the  purpose  of  them,  (except  the  consular  pmenta, 
which,  as  usual,  may  consist  of  jewelry,  cloth,  &c.) 
and  also  the  periodical  payment,  must  be  made  in 
money.aitd  not  in  stores.  The  periodical  payment* 
are  to  be  bienniaL  rather  than  annual.  And  the 
arrangement  of  the  presents  is  to  form  no  part  of 
the  public  treaty,  if  a  private  promise  and  under- 
standing  can  be  substituted. 


Defartmeht  op  State,  Jtww  6, 1804. 
Commodore  Barron  has  orders  to  provide,  at  a 
suitable  time,  for  your  joining  bim  in  order  to  the 
negotiating  of  a  peace  wiih  Tripoli.  This  we 
hope  may  now  be  effected  under  the  operations 
ana  auspices  of  the  force  in  the  hands  of  that  offi* 
cer,  without  any  price  or  pecuniary  compensation 
whatever.  SbanldadveraecventgoicireaiastaDeeB 
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ot  which  yon  can  beat  judge,  sod  which  are  do' 
foteaeeD  here,  render  the  campaigo  abortive,  and 
a  pecuniary  sacrifice  preferable  to  a  proiraction  of 
the  war,  yon  are  authorized  <o  agree,  in  the  last 
instance,  and  in  that  only,  to  the  lerins  of  peace 
specified  in  my  letter  to  Mr.  Cathcart  of' the  9lh 
April,  1803,  with  such  modificalioni  as  may  be 
convenient.  Of  the  twenty  thoDsaod  dollan  per- 
niiled  to  be  ffireo  aa  the  first  parchate  and  con- 
sular preFeot,  Ire  ihoiuand  are  to  be  retained  until 
m  CoDtuI  for  Tripoli,  to  be  com  missioned  by  the 
Rwident,  ahall  arrive.  Should  you  be  able  to  re- 
duce the  terms,  as  may  be  expected,  you  will  re- 
tain a  proporliouaie  sum  for  this  object.  On  peace 
being  made,  you  have  authority  to  place  at  Trip- 
oli a  temporary  agent  to  attend  to  our  aflairs.  For 
the  TBDaom  of  the  prisoners,  if  a  raoBom  be  udb' 
Toidable,  you  may^stipulaie  a  sum  not  exceeding 
five  hundred  dollars  for  each  prisoner,  including 
officers,  but  deducting  from  the  number  in  the 
hands  of  the  Basbaw  those  promised  to  Capiaia 
Dale,  10  be  released  in  return  for  the  release  of 
■ome  of  tbe  BashBw'a  aubjeeis  who  had  been  cap- 
tured by  him,  and  also  as  many  as  may  be  ponsid- 
eted  an  equivalent  for  the  caplurea  of  Caotain 
Preble.  y  f 

A  desirable  shape  to  give  the  ransom  mouey 
would  be  BD  annuity  payable  in  four  or  five  in- 
stalments. This  rate  of  ransom  must  not  be  yielded 
however,  without  such  a  change  in  our  affairs  by 
accident  lo  tbe  squadron,  or  by  other  Powers  join- 
ing against  us  in  the  war,  as  is  very  unlikely  to 
happen  :  and  you  will  bear  in  mind,  that  thesom 
of  five  hundred  dollars  per  man,  connected  with 
terms  which  were  olherwiK  favorable,  was  the 
voluntary  offer  of  the  Bashaw  to  Captain  Preble 
in  ihemonthofJaTiuary,  prior  to  the  reverse  which 
he  has  since  experienced,  and  to  his  knowledge  of 
tbe  force  now  sent  against  bim. 

Of  the  co-operaiion  of  the  elder  brother  of  the 
Btahaw  of  Tripoli,  we  ate  still  willino:  to  avail 


onrselves,  if  the  Commodore  should  judge  that  it 
may  be  usefnl ;  and  to  engage  which,  a^  well  as 
10  render  it  the  more  effectual!  he  has  discretionary 


may  be  usefnl ;  and  to  engage  wl 

10  render  it  the  more  effectual;  he  hu.  _ 

Mtbority  to  grant  him  pecuniary  or  other  subsi- 
dies, not  exceeding  twenty  thousand  dollars  ;  but 
the  less  reliance  is  placed  upon  his  aid,  as  the  force 
Boder  (be  orders  of  the  Commodore  is  deemed 
aufficieni  for  any  exercise  of  coercion  which  the 
obstinacy  of  the  Baabaw  may  demand.  The  pow- 
er of  negotiation  is  confined  to  you  in  the  first  in- 
stance, but,  in  case  of  accident,  it  is  to  devolve  on 
the  acting  commodore  of  the  squadron. 

Extract  of  a  leltar  from  the  nme  to  tha  mum,  doted 
DspaBTMENT  or  State,  April  30, 1806. 
Upon  reviewing  the  insiruciions  transmitted  to 
yoa  dated  6th  Jone  last,  nothing  in  the  state  and 
BTOspeel  of  things  which  dictated  them  appears  to 
be  chao^d  by  subsequent  events ;  unless,  indeed, 
ibeposaibility  of  any  considerable  sacrifices  being' 
■eeessary,  should  be  considered  as  diminished  by 
the  spiritetl  attacks  made  on  the  enemy  by  Com- 
nodore  Preble,  and  the  comparison  which  will 
utumlly  be  nude  of  thcii  eSact.  with  what  may 


be  expected  from  a  repetition  of  them  when  the 
season  opens,  with  equal  animation  on  a  much 
largei  Kale.  Besides  tbe  foree  we  have  in  the 
MediierrBOetD,  the  President  has  directed  ibefid- 
lowing  reinforcetnema,  which  will  appear  at  the 
rendezvous,  at  or  not  long  after  your  reedpt  of 

The  frigate  John  Adams,  with  33  ^ns,  fall  on 
board,  but  not  mounted,)  GOO  men,  will  tail  early 
in  May. 

Qunboiits  Nos,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9, 10. 

No.  3  will  have  one  long  32  pound  cannon; 
No.  3,  two  long  24  do. ;  No  4,  two  32  do. ;  No.  5, 
two  32  do. }  11^.  6,  two  32  do. ;  No  7,  two  32  do.; 
No.  8,  two 38  do.;  No.  9,  two  32 do.;  No.  10,  two 
32  do. 

Each  gunboat  will  have  about  20  men  on  board, 
and  will  sail  by  the  1st  of  May. 

Two  bomb  vessels,  to  be  fitted  not  at  BoatoD, 
with  13  inch  mortars',and  will  probably  sail  about 
the  first  of  June. 

Tbe  Geres,  a  provision  ship,  has  lately  sailed 


ihip,  is  now  on  the  eve  of  sailing  from  Baltimore. 
She  baa  also  provisions  and  military  stores  on 
board  for  the  squadron.  A.  vessel  from  Washing- 
ton will  sail  in  all  May,  with  apars,  beef,  bread, 
powder,  &c.  for  the  squadron. 

Copy  of  a  lett«  from  the  Bocretary  of  the  Navy  to  Wil- 
liant  Eaton,  Esquire. 

May  30, 1804. 

Sin:  Herewith  you  will  receive  an  appointment 
as  Navy  Agent  for  the  several  Barbary  Regencies. 

You  will  receive  inatructions  from,  and  obey 
the  ordera  of^  Commodore  Barron ;  and  will  render 
to  out  squadron  in  the  Mediterranean  every  assis- 
tance in  your  power. 

As  a  compensation  for  your  services,  you  will 
be  allowed  at  tbe  rate  of  twelve  hundred  dollars 
per  annum,  and  the  rations  ofa  lieaienaot  in  tbe 
Navy  of  the  United  Slates. 

I  am,  respectfully,  ice.  R.  SMrTH. 

To  all  who  shall  see  these  presents — greeting: 
Enow  ye.  that,  reposing  special  trust  and  coii£- 
dence  in  the  zeal,  tldeliif ,  and  abilities  of  William 
Eaton,  I  do  hereby  appoint  him  agent  of  the  Navy 
Department  of  the  United  Stales  of  America,  for 
the  several  Barbary  Regencies. 

IntestimoDywhereor,lbaTe  hereunto  subscribed 
my  name,and  aflSxedlhesealof  theNavy  Depart- 
ment of  the  United  States  of  America,  at  the 
City  of  WasbingtoD,  this  26tb  day  of  May,  1804. 
R.  SMITH,  Sec'y  of  the  Navy. 

Registered — Ch.  W.  GoLDBHOaoDOH. 

Extract  of  ■  letlei  from  the  Secrstaiy  of  the  Nav;  l« 
CMiunad<n«  Samuel  Bamn. 

June  6, 1804. 

, rof  Tr      ' 

have  no  objection  to  your  availing  yonra 
CD-operation  with  yonagaintl  Tripoli,  if  you  shall, 
upon  a  full  view  of  the  subject,  after  your  arrival 
upon  the  station,  coiuidet  Lia  co-openlion  ezpe- 
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di«nt  The  subject  is  ccHamitled  entirely  to  your 
diMreliOD.  la  suoh  an  eveDi  yoa  will,  it  is  be- 
lieved,  find  Mr.  Eaton  extremely  useful  to  you. 

Col.TobiBs  Lear,  OUT  Consul  Oeneralat  Algiers, 
is  inTesied  by  the  President  with  fuU  power  and 
anthotity  to  negotiate  a  Tresty  of  Peace  with  ibe 
Bashaw  of  Tripoli,  and  also  to  adjust  such  terms 
of  coDciliBiion  as  may  be  found  necessary  with 
any  of  the  other  Barbary  Powers.  He  is,  there- 
fore, to  be  conveyed  by  you  to  any  of  these  Re- 
gencies, as  he  may  request  of  you,  and  yoa  will 
cordially  co-operate  with  bim  in  all  such  measures 
as  may  be  deemed  the  best  calculated  to  effectaate 
a  termination  of  the  war  with  Tripoli,  and  to  in- 
sure a  continuance  of  the  friendship  and  respect 
of  the  other  Barbary  Powers. 

Commodore  Btrron  to  Captain  HolL 

September  13,  1804. 

Sib:  ThesUtteaad  condition  of  the  Argus, un- 
der your  comtnand,  requirins  that  she  should  go 
into  port  for  the  purpose  oT  refitting,  dbe.,  1  re 
queat  you  to  proceed  with  all  practicable  expedi- 
tion to  Malta  or  Syracuse,  and  there  refit  your 
vessel,  which,  being  completed,  you  will  take  on 
board  two  months'  provisions  and  water,  and  pro- 
ceed for  the  port  of  Alexandria,  and  if  at  that 
port,  or  Smyrna,  yon  find  any  American  vessels, 
you  will  give  them  convoy  as  far  as  Malta,  and 
immedialelv  after  join  the  sqaadton  off  this  place. 

You  will  take  under  your  caie  the  shin  St. 
Michael,  intercepted  fay  the  squadron,  in  the  at- 
tempt to  enter  the  blockaded  pott  of  Tripoli.  Yon 
will  find  Commodore  Preble  at  Malta  or  Syra- 
cuse, with  two  other  ships,  captured  in  making 
the  same  attempt.  You  will  receive  his  orders 
with  respect  to  the  dispositiou  of  the  St.  Michael, 
cause  all  her  papers  to  be  delivered  to  him,  ana 
furnish  him  with  all  the  information  you  may  be 
able  to  gaia  from  her  crew,  &.C.,  on  your  passage. 
You  will  inform  the  commanders  of  vessels  you 
may  find  at  Syracuse  that  I  shall  be  off  Trip- 
oli.*' 

Verbal  orders  of  Commodoie  Barron  to  Captain  HuD, 
of  tha  United  States  brig  Argui,  in  pregence  of  the 
nndeingfned,  on  board  the  Prendent. 

Sbpteuber  15, 1804. 
Sir:  The  uriUen  onkre  i  bere  hand  yon,  to 
proceed  to  the  port  of  Alexandria  or  Smyrna,  for 
■convoying  to  Idella  any  vessel  you  ma^  Gad 
there,  are  intended  to  disguise  the  real  object  of 
your  expedition,  which  is  to  proceed  with  Mr. 
Eaton  to  Alexandria,  in  search  of  Hamet  Bashaw, 
the  rival  brother,  and  legitimate  sovereign  of  (he 
reigning  Baahaw  of  Tripoli ;  and  to  convey  him 
and  his  snit  to  Derne,  ot  such  other  place  on  the 
coast  as  may  be  determined  the  most  proper  for 
co-operating  with  the  naval  force  under  my  com- 
mand, against  the  common  enemy ;  or,  it  more 
Agreeable  to  him,  to  bring  him  to  me  before 
Tripoli. 

Should  Hamet  Bashaw  not  be  found  at  Alex- 
-ondria,  yon  have  the  discntion  to  proceed  to  any 


other  place  for  him,  whef  e  the  safety  of  your  ship 
can  be,  in  yoni  opinion,  relied  upon. 

The  Bashaw  may  be  assured  of  the  support  of 
my  iquadroo  ai  Ben^azi  or  Derne,  where  you  are 
at  liberty  to  put  in,  if  required,  and  if  it  can  be 
done  wiihout  too  great  risk.  And  yoa  may  as- 
sure him,  also,  that  1  will  take  the  most  effectual 
measures  with  the  forces  under  my  command,  for 


cy  of  Tripoli.  Arrangements  to  tbia  effect  are 
confided  to  the  discretion  with  which  Mr.  Ealom 
is  vested  by  the  Qovemment. 

Attest:  ISAAC  HULL. 

WILLIAM  EATON. 

Extract:— Mr.  Eston  to  Captaia  Hull. 

Graud  Cairo,  Jan.  8, 1805. 

Scarcely  had  my  letter  of  this  morning  gone 
off  by  your  courier  express,  when  a  letter  from 
Hamet  Bashaw  came  to  hand,  of  which  the  fol- 
lowing is  a  copy,  by  translation: 

"  Thaoks  be  to  him  to  whom  gratitude  is  due. 
To  our  friend,  and  the  very  good  friend  of  our 
highness,  the  American  agent,  Mr.  Eaton. 

li  We  have  received  your  leiter,  and,  after  hav- 
ing understood  the  cootenis,  we  gave  thanks  to 
God  for  having  preserved  your  health.  Know 
that  I  am  ever  the  same  as  you  knew  me  at  Tunis; 
my  friends  hip  is  constant  and  uniform;  but  you 
have  been  tardy.  We  must,  however,  make  thia 
delay  subserve  a  good  purpose. 

"  From  the  date  of  the  present,  I  shall  leave  this 
for  Bebera,  and  shall  there  take  quarters  at  tlie 
house  of  the  Arabohief  Abdelgiver  el  be  Konrchi, 
where  I  propose  to  yon  to  meet  me.  I  have  writ- 
ten to  my  Bubiecta,  and  to  my  Minister  Mabmond 
Kogea,  and  also  the  governor  of  police,  Muhan- 
med,  sou  of  Abdulrafamen,  that  they  may  treu 
with  you  ;  and  whatever  you  oonolade  with  them 
will  be  ratified  by  me.  Your  operations  should 
becaniedon  bysea,and  mine  by  land.  Andmay 
Ciod  assist  us  to  re-establish  peace  and  haimcwy. 
The  36th  Namadan,  1S19. 

''HAMET  BASHAW, 
"  Son  of  AH  BoMhaw  CaramaUi." 

The  date  of  the  Bashaw's  letter  corresponds 
with  the  third  instant.  The  place  of  meeting 
about  eight  hoars'  march  from  Alexandria,  so 
that  he  well  probably  arrive  thither  before  we  can 


Captsin  Bainbridge  to  Georse  Davis,  Esq.,  at  Tunis. 
Tripoli,  January  27, 1805. 
Sir:  I  have  been  anxiously  expeciinf;  to  hoar 
from  yoti,  and  to  receive  some  iuiormatioa  on  the 
determination  of  our  Government.  Not  one  word 
on  that  subject  have  I  yet  heard.  I  am  anxiously 
expecting  liillers  from  Commodore  Barron.  I  be- 
lieve the  Bashaw  is  very  desirous  of  peace,  and 
has  great  apprehensions  of  the  iatended  attack; 
and  was  a  negotiation  to  be  attempted,  I  think  it 
very  probable  that  it  would  succeed,  for  the  ap- 
prenension  of  the  attack  might  have  a*  great  an 
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effect  as  ihe  attack  its^;  and  should  (he  attack 
prove  unKnccesaful,  he  will  no  doubi  coniiDue  in 
demandiDg  a  coadderable  sum.  At  I  am  quite 
inioraDt  of  the  force  that  will  be  broufcbt  agaiasi 
this  place,  I  caaoot  give  any  opiDion  of  the  proba- 
ble effect  it  may  have.  We  offer  our  most  fer- 
TCDt  prayers  that  the  grearesc  succets  may  aUeod 
it.  I  caonot  my  what  the  Bashaw's  demand  will 
be,  but  I  believe  be  would  lake  at  thia  momeal 
much  less  thau  what  he  demaoded  of  Commodore 
Fieble  last  AuguM.  Our  funds  are  all  exhaasled, 
aod  billsDD  Tunis  are  at  a  great  exchaDgeagaiDsl 
the  drawer.  Pra/,  have  you  heard  of  Eaton  1  In 
your  next,  which  I  ansiouily  expect  soon,  I  shall 
laceive  a  great  deal  of  news,  I  hope.  I  assure  you. 
was  it  not  for  our  friend,  Mi.  Nisaen,  we  sboolo 
suffer  considerably  for  neceskaries  in  our  close 
confinement;  but  neis  a  friend  in  need, of  course, 
a  friend  indeed. 

P.  S.  By  the  Danish  Consul.  The  Bashaw  is 
now  very  attentive  upon  your  transactions  with 
hii  brother  in  Alexandria.  A  camp  is  going 
against  Derne.  Give  me  leave  to  tell  you  that 
I  nave  found  your  plan  with  the  Bashaw's  brother 
Tery  VBSt,  and  that  you  sacrifice  your  prisoners' 
lives  here  in  case  of  success. 

Extract :— William  Etton,  Esq.,  to  the   Becretary  of 

the  Nsvy. 

ALEUNnRiA,  February  13. 1805. 

The  letters  which  have  passed  between  Captain 

Hull  and  myself,  copies  of  which  are  herewith 

aanexed  to  a  duplicate  of  thai  I  had  the  honor 


apprehensions  then  entertained  of  impediments 
OD  the  part  of  the  MaToeluke  Beys  were  just.  The 
Bashaw  separated  himself  from  ibem  with  his 
suite,  immediately  on  receiving  my  first  letter 
from  Cairo,  and  repaired  to  Fiaum,  neutral  prov- 
ince; but  the  evening  of  bis  departure  thirty 
Arab  chiefs  were  put  in  chains  by  the  Mameluke 
B«y  Osman  Bey  Berdici,  to  prevent  their  follow- 
ing him  with  their  tribes.  Of  four  copies  of  the 
Viceroy's  letter  of  amnesty,  which  1  despatched 
by  different  conveyances,  not  one  reached  him. 
Three  mallees,  in  disguiue  of  Arabs,  charged  with 
one  of  ibem,  entered  the  Mameluke  camp,  were 
arrested,  the  packet  taken  from  them,  and  they 
sentenced  to  death.  They  intoxicated  the  semi- 
neL  who  was  a  European  renegade,  and  escatied 
to  Fiaum,  by  whom  ine  Bashaw  obtaioed  the  nrst 
information  of  that  act  of  grace,  and  it  was  not 
liDlil  he  ioined  me  at  Demanbour  that  he  first 
saw  the  letter.  This  has  delayed  our  measures 
and  given  us  embarrassments.  My  three  enter- 
priting  tnattees  are  with  me,  but  we  have  no  re- 
turns from  any  of  the  other  three  couriers. 

The  Bashaw  had  already  determined  to  take 
the  desert  of  Libya  to  Derne,  Eivine  for  his  reason, 
which  I  think  a  sound  one,  trtat,  by  taking  ship- 
ping and  separating  bimself  from  the  Arabs,  they 
would  lose  all  patience,  if  not  confidence  also,  and 
abandon  his  cause.  He  has  consequently  moved 
nond  the  lake,  and  wiU  to-morrow  take  bis  sta- 


at  Arabs  Ton,  thirty  miles  westward  of  the  old 
port  of  Alexandria,  where  1  am  to  join  him  with 
a  detachment  from  the  city,  next  Sunday,  and  pro- 
ceed with  him  to  Bomba,  at  the  bead  of  five  boB- 
dred  men.  and  there  take  post.  Meantime  Cap- 
tain Hull  repairs  to  the  rendezvous  for  suitable 
reinforcements  and  supplies  to  secure  an  estab- 
lishment at  Derne  and  Bengizi.  Those  prOTio- 
'n  our  possession  will  cut  off  from  the  eneuky 
turn  into  our  own  channel  a  source  of  pro- 
visions, and  will  open  a  free  intercourae  with  the 
interior  of  the  country.  1  have  requested  of  tbe 
Commodore,  for  this  purpose,  a  hundred  stand  of 
arms  with  cartridges,  and  two  brass  field-pieces 
with  the  trains  and  ammunition,  and  also  a  de- 
tachment of  one  hundred  marines,  if  necessary,  to 
lead  a  coup  dt  main. 

I  calculate  the  whole  expenditure  of  cash  in  tbii 
expedition,  including  expenses  in  Egypt,  will 
amount  to  twenty  thousand  dollars,  Furtner  dis- 
bursements and  supplies  will  be  necessary  to  car- 
Tv  this  plan  into  final  effect.  But  to  indemDify 
tne  United  States,  1  have  entered  intoaeonven~ 
tion  with  Hamet  Bashaw  to  pledge  the  tribute  of 
Sweden,  Denmark,  and  the  Balavian  Republic; 
which  convention  I  shall  reduce  to  writing  and 
forward  by  Captain  Hull,  if  time  permit;  other- 
wise by  the  earliest  occasion. 

Day  before  yesterday,  an  envoy  arrived  in  a 
ketch  from  Jussuf,  Bashaw  of  Tripoli,  to  tbe  Gov- 
ernor and  Admiral  of  this  place,  for  tbe  exprais 
purpose  of  prevailing  on  them  to  slop  Hamet  Ba- 
shaw from  going  out  of  the  country.  Intelligence 
of  our  having  ieti  Syracuse  for  this  place,  with 
a  view  of  taking  him  away,  was  conveyed  to  tbe 
enemy  by  a  resident  at  Malta,  known  by  the  name 
of  Soloquet  H.  Conte  Gklllni.  1  do  not  know  hia 
real  name.  The  agent  made  great  promises,  in 
tbe  name  of  bis  master,  to  those  Turkish  eom- 


sibiltty  of  their  compassion ;  said,  "  if  Hamet 
Bashaw  was  permitted  to  return,  Jussuf  must  fly 
tbe  kingdom  or  lose  his  head.  .  The  subjects  of 
Tiiiioli  were  getting  weary  of  the  war  with  these 
new  infidels;  they  could  not  learn  from  their 
movements  their  intentions,  and  were  attacked 
unaware;  the  Bashaw  believed  he  coufd  resist 
them  upon  his  batteries;  but  if  they  made  a  de- 
scent with  bis  brother,  his  people  would  all  leave 
him."  This  statement  comes  from  the  private 
secretary  of  the  Gh>vernor,  who  is  secured  in  our 
interest,  who  beard  the  cause  of  Jussuf  Bashaw 
argned  oefore  tbe  Governor  and  Admiral.  I  do 
not  learn  what  effect  it  has  taken,  but  if  the  client 
has  not  the  means  of  touching  a  more  sensible 
nerve  than  a  Turk's  pity,  his  case  is  forlorn.  At 
any  rale  we  are  secure  against  his  infiuence  by  the 
secure  position  we  have  taken.  Except,  there- 
fore, some  unforeseen  accident  thwart  us,  my 
next  will  be  at  Bengazi.  The  Arabs  and  Moon 
are  universally  with  us,  aod,  if  we  had  the  means 
of  subsistence,  we  might  march  twenty  or  thirty 
thousand  from  the  borders  of  Egypt,  who,  from 
time  to  tim^  have  taken  refu"  ' 

nsurpation  of  Jussuf  Bashaw. 
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EittMt: — Mt.  Etlon  to  Commodme  Btiron. 

Au:ijtNDiiiA,  Febrvary  14,  1805. 
I  calculated  to  leave  this  on  Sunday,  and  in 
two  days  after  to  proceed  on  our  march  with 
Hamet  Bashaw  to  Biiiaba,  br  the  deaert,  where  it 
is  hoped  we  shall  meet  reiDforcements,  and  sup- 
plies sufficient  to  secure  posItioDS  at  Deme  and 
Bengazi.  This,  we  are  of  opinion,  will  require 
two  additional  small  vessels  and  a  bomb  ketch. 
A  gunboat  also  would  be  nsefat,  if  the  navigation 
at  this  seasoQ  should  not  be  thought  loo  bazard- 
003.  Two  brass  field  pieces,  four  pounders,  with 
their  trains  and  ammunition,  and  one  hundred 
stand  of  arms,  with  carriH^es,  will  be  reqnisite. 
And,  to  place  the  success  orthe  expedition  beyond 
the  caprice  of  incident,  one  hundr«l  marines,  with 
bayonets,  should  be  at  band  to  lead  a  coup  de 
mom,  in  case  of  necessity.  By  the  lime  we  shall  ] 
have  arrived  at  Bomba,  I  shall  have  disbursed  > 
about  ten  thousand  dollars,  which  we  have  taken 
up  on  credit  of  Messrs.  Briggs  and  Brothers,  four 
thousand  dollars  of  which  sum  Captain  Hull  has 
drawn  bills  on  Malta  and  London  ;  the  balance 
we  have  promised  shall  be  sent  up  in  one  of  the 
small  vessels.  Ten  thousand  dollars  more,  at  least, 
will  be  necessary  to  accomplish  our  views  on 
Derne  and  Bengazi.  The  Bashaw  assures  me  he 
will  be  able  immediately  to  refund  these  sums 
when  established  in  those  provinces.  And  to  in- 
demnify the  United  States  for  all  expenses,  aiis- 
ing  out  of  a  co-operatioa  with  bim,  he  pledges 
the  tribute  of  Danmarb,  Sweden,  and  the  Bata- 
vian  Republic,  in  case  of  recovering  his  throne, 
which  may  be  calculated  upon  as  a  certain  event, 
if  measures  to  that  effect  are  supported  by  suit- 
able energy  and  address.  He  engages  also  to  re- 
lease to  you,  without  raosom,  Captaia  Bainbridge, 
his  officers,  and  all  American  prisoners  who  may 
be  in  captivity  at  Tripoli;  to  stipulate  with  the 
United  Stales  a  permanent  peace,  without  tribute, 
and  onthefootingof  the  most  favored  nation.  He 
engages  that,  in  caseof  future  war,  captives  shall  be 
treated  as  prisooers,  and  not  slaves,  and  subject  to 
reciprocal  exchange.  He  will  surrender  the  enemy 
and  bis  family  and  chief  Admiral  into  our  hands, 
in  case  he  does  not  escape  by  flight,  to  be  held  as 
hostages.  And  he  agrees  to  deliver  up  to  yoo,  if 
reqaired,  all  vessels  of  war,  which  shall  have  been 
employed  against  the  United  States  by  Jnssaf 

In  consideration  of  the  friendly  offices  of  His 
Majesty  the  King  of  the  Two  Sicilies  towards  the 
sqnadron  of  the  United  States,  Hamet  Bashaw 
.  invites  His  Majesty  to  renew  with  him  their  an- 
cient friendship,  and  profiers  to  him  a  peace  on 
the  same  footing  as  tnat  to  be  stipulated  in  his 
convention  with  the  United  States.  If  time  and 
circumstances  aiimil,  we  shall  reduce  this  con- 
vention to  writing,  and  forward  copies  by  Captain 
Hull;  otherwise  it  will  be  done  at  Bomba.  At 
the  invitation  of  the  Bashaw  and  Divao.  and  in 
conformity  to  the  sentiments  expressed  to  me  by 
the  Seereiary  of  the  Navy,  I  bave  taken  on  my- 
self the  command  in  chief. of  the  Bashaw's  army, 
and  the  direction  of  all  operations  by  land,  and  1 
caiuot  but  flatlet  myaelf  we  may  nalize  aDccets 


of  our  expectations  on  this  coalition,  and  that  you 
wilt  have  the  gloiy  of  carrying  the  usurper  a  pris- 
oner in  your  squadron  to  the  United  States,  and  of 
relieving  our  fellow-cilizens  from  the  chains  of 
slavery  without   the  degrading  condition  of  a 


BinBi.BT,  TsiFOLi,  March  16, 1805. 

Deab  Sir :  I  am  acquainted  that  Sidi  Mabani- 
med  Dghies,  Minister  of  Foreign  Afiairs  to  hia 
excellency  the  Bashaw  of  Tripoli,  has  written  to 
you  on  a  certain  subject.  The  Minister  has  been 
much  indispoKcd  for  several  months  past  with  ao 
inflammation  in  his  eyes,  and  Dr.  Hidgely,  oni 
sorgeoD,  hasdooe  everything  for  him  lo  his  power, 
without  its  having  thedesired  effect.  Forihemanf 
obligalionsmyselfandofficersareundertoiheMiB' 
isters,  I  wish  it  may  be  agreeable  to  yon  to  render 
him  some  aid  through  one  of  the  surgeons  of  yotH- 
squadron.  Permit  to  observe  that,  vniatever  Sidi 
Muhammed  Dghies,  or  my  worthy  friend  NichO' 
las  C.  Nissen  Esq.,  His  Danish  Majesty's  Con- 
sul in  this  place,  writes  to  you  on  the  subject, 
will,  in  my  opinion,  merit  ^our  attention;  for, 
from  my  knowledge  of  the  friendly  disposition  Of 
the  Minister,  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  his  aa- 
sertions  are  fonoded  on  candor.  It  is  cnneece- 
sary  for  me  to  say  more,  as  you  no  doubt  will 
fully  comprehend  me. 

I  bave  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

Sir:  This  day  Sidi  Muhammed  Dghies  sent 
for  me,  and  inlormed  me  in  confidence  that  he 
had  written  to  you  recommending  a  person  to 
come  here  to  negotiate,  and  he  requested  me  to 
write  a  letter  nearly  in  tne  obscure  manner  thati 
have  done,  that,  in  case  of  discovery,  it  would  not 
be  intelligible,  or  would  be  foreign  to  the  subject. 
I  really  wUeve  that  the  Minister  is  sincerely  de- 
sirous for  peace;  for,  exclusive  of  his  pacific  dit-  : 
position,  it  is  greatly  his  interest  to  have  it;  and  I 
was  a  person  to  comehere  and  remain  a  few  days, 
I  have  DO  doubt  but  that  peace  would  be  efi'ecled  I 
on  the  terms  that  Commodore  Preble  offered.  At  I 
all  events,  it  would  bave  the  happy  eiTect  of  mak-               | 
ing  the  Bashaw's   subjects  clamorous,   as   thef                 ' 
would  then  see  that  America  had  the  dispositioa               ' 
to  make  peace,  and  that  the  Bashaw  was  the               . 
cause  of  their  not  having  it.    The  bouse*  here 
are  of  stone  and  mud,  and  badly  furnished ;  of               ! 
course  the  damage  in  bombarding  will  not  be  as 

Seat  as  if  it  was  otherwise.    Permit  me,  my  dear  { 

arron,  to  make  one  observation,  that  is,  to  re- 
duce the  Bashaw  to  moderate  terms  I  suppose  is 
the  object  of  our  Qovernmeni;  and  your  expec-  | 

tation  to  release  us  from  captivity  without  paying 
is,  in  my  opinion,  impossible  without  'a'^''  forcea,  j 

and  I  hope  that  our  country  will  not  think  that  it  | 

Ls  the  subject  of  peace  they  pay  for,  but  for  the    . 
liberty  of  their  unfortunate  citizens,  fell  captives 
in  its  service;  and  it  may  be  assured  that  what- 
ever IS  paid,  no  Tripolitao,  from  what  they  have 
experienced  from  the  Americans,  will  coiuider 
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BtkaionM  wifA  TVi'poIi. 


ODe  farthing  of  it  Bs  purchasing  the  frieDdship  of 


dfdir  believe  thai  »ny  persoo  might  come  here 
with  Ibe  grealeat  safety,  aod  you  may  be  aisureii 
that  an  AmeiicHD  will  answer  much  better  tban 
any  Frenchman  or  any  other  countryman.  The 
Minister  faai  great  influeuce  with  the  Bashaw, 
sod  is  doing  bFi  that  he  can  to  bring  him  to  peace 
OD  moderate  ternw.  I  know  that  you  will  do  me 
the  justice  to  believe  that  all  my  repierentations 
Jirejojr  the  good  of  out  cause.    Youra,  truly. 

The  Daniah  Coniul  to  Commodore  Barron. 

Tbipoli,  Mardi  18, 1805. 

Sia :   The  Bashaw's  Minister  Sidi  Mahomet 

Oghiea,  per«onally  desirous  of  a  re-eatablishment 

orpeace  with  the  United  States  of  America,  and 

wi*htDg  to  contribute  whatever  may  be  in  his 


[lower  to  the  conclus 


1  of  it,  has  requested  me, 
._  ess  you  this  letter. 

Sidi  Mabooiet  Dgbies  is  convinced  that  you 
«re  informed  of  his  endeavors  in  1801  lo  prevent 
the  declaration  of  war ;  he  alone  opposed  tbti  gene- 
ral opinion  of  the  divan  in  this  reapecL  The  let- 
ten  of  Mr.  Galhcart,  late  Consul  for  the  United 
States,  at  Tripoli  to  his  Qoverament,  at  that  time, 
will  bear  testimony  of  this  fact. 

The  war  having  nev^tbeless  been  declared, 
nothing  has  since  Wn  omitted  by  Bidi  Mahomet 
Dghies  that  could  contribute  to  the  conclusion  of 
peace. 

Sidi  M.  Dghies  has  personally  too  much  inte- 
rest Id  the  undisturbed  tranquillity  and  security 
tf  the  trade  of  Tripoli,  not  to  avail  himself  of 
vrery  means  that  could  be  conducive  to  what  has 
been  his  interest  and  cnusiani  desire.  In  this  mo- 
-mem,  he  wishes  to  prevent  further  hostilities;  the 
■tate  of  his  health,  nis  family,  and  his  private  con- 
cems,  are  so  many  reasons  for  him  to  endeavor  to 
persuade  both  parties  to  come  to  an  agreement ; 
ne  is  ceriain  that  these  are  likewise  your  wishes, 
sir,  and  tbe  intention  of  yonr  Oovemmeitt.  The 
sjtuaiion,  besides,  of  your  unfortuoaiB  country- 
tuen  here,  which  Sidi  M.  Dghies  has  endeavmed 
to  alleviate  as  much  as  it  has  been  in  his  power, 
is  nevertheless  such  that  they  and  .their  relations 
in  America  cannot  but  look  upon  it  as  an  act  of 
humanity  to  accelerate  the  conclusion  of  a  peace 
that  again  can  restore  them  to  their  country.  Sidi 
H.  Dghies  is  desirous  of  a  peace,  and  he  wishes 
diat  a  n^otiation  should  be  renewed  before  the 
commencement  of  any  direct  hostilities  against 
this  place.  His  health,  and  particularly  the  state 
of  his  eyes,  will  oblige  him  to  retire  with  his 
fcmily  in  a  short  time  to  the  country,  and  will 
BOt  permit  him  again  to  return  to  town  at  any 
Inture  overture,  or  negotiation  of  peace,  and  he  is 
afraid  that,  being  absent,  be  shall  not  be  able  to 
caailv  to  susciiate  in  the  mind  of  the  Bashaw 
equal  peaceful  sentiments  with  his  own.  A  ne- 
gotiation entirely  by  letters  is  tedious  and  diffi- 
enlt;  to  negotiate  bv  a  person  sent  on  shore  from 
a  ship  of  war,  (ana  who  returns  again  on  board 
sliter  a  short  stay,  and  may  be  a&er  a  momentary 


interview  with  the  Btehaw,)  has  many  difficul- 
ties ;  and  proves  often  more  detrimental  to  a  ne- 
Bitiation  than  productive  of  peace.  Sidi  M. 
ghies  don't  think  it  necessary  to  enlarge  upon 
the  difficulties  that  attend  this  warof  aegotiating 
■nd  their  causey  you  cannot,  sir,  but  be  aware  of 
tbem  yourself;  he  proposes,  therefore,a8  tbe  moat 
eETectual  manner  of  condnciing  a  negotiation  of 
peace,  to  send  to  Tripoli  b  person  properly  Author- 
ized and  furnished  wiih  instructions.  Whoever 
shall  be  vent  can  be  assured  of  the  most  perfect 
inviolability.  Should  his  and  Sidi  M.  Dghiei' 
earnest  endeavorv  to  re-establiab  peaceprove  suc- 
cessful, tbe  basiness  is  therebf  naturally  brought 
to  a  happy  conclusion;  should  it,  however,  an- 
fortunaiely  prove  otherwise,  the  negotiator  will 
have  liberty  to  return  free  from  molestation  of 
any  kind,  and  in  what  manner  he  may  judge  con- 
venient. 

You  will  please,  sir,  yourself  to  fix  uptm  the 
securities  you  may  require  for  the  faithful  ob- 
servance of  these  conditions,  in  case  yoa  ahall 
think  proper  to  agree  to  these  propwats,  and 
whenever  yon  in  answer  to  this  letter  may  re- 
quest the  admission  of  a  negotiator. 

After  having  in  this  manner  candidly  and  ate- 
fidenlially  stated  to  you,  sir,  his  mind,  Sidi  H. 
Dghies  hopes  to  have  precluided  every  suspician 
ot^bis  peaceful  intentions,  and  convinced  yon 
that  every  facility  will  be  shown  for  a  mutual 
satisfactory  conclusion  ofpeaee;  he  don't  believe 
it  necessary  to  observe,  that  a  sincere  and  Icsting 
peace  is  at  any  time  preferable  even  to  a  auccesa- 
ful  war;  that  war  has  many  chances,  and  that 
often  unforeseen  accidents  occasion  losses,  how- 
ever prudent  the  measures  were  taken  to  aaaurc 

That  Sidi  Mahomet  Dghies  has  requested  me 
to  write  you,  sir,  in  his  name,  this  letter,  and  that 
tbe  contents  have  been  failhfullv  translated,  i 
have  no  doubt  but  that  yoa  will  readily  give 
credit,  but  give  me  likewise  leave  to  assure  yoo, 
sir,  thai  I,  in  ease  1  did  not  myself  believe  the 
sentiments  contained  in  this  letter  sincere,  would 
have  excused  myself  from  putting  them  to  paper, 
and  in  this  petanasion  I  shell  consider  it  as  a  verf 
faTorable  circumstaDce  for  me,  if  I  have  been 
found  any  way  initmmenlal  to  the  means  of 
bringing  about  a  peace  between  the  United  Slate* 
of  America  and  the  Bashaw  of  Tripoli,  and  of 
procuring  the  liberty  of  your  unfortunate  coun- 
trymen here ;  having  tbe  honor  to  be,  with  the 
greatest  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  and  humbia 
servant,  N.  C.  NISSEN, 

Bis  Danith  Migfty't  Crmtid  at  TV-ipeii. 

Captain  Bainbridge  to  Commodore  Bsnon. 
BARHaRT,  Tripou,  March  22, 1805. 
Dbar  Sir:  1  wrote  you  on  the  16ih  instant  re- 
specting a  certain  subject ;  since  then  I  have 
seen  tbe  letteralloded  to  In  mine  of  that  daie^  and 
I  believe  the  seatimenta  contained  in  it  merit  tke 
credit  of  veracity,  and  if  experimented,  I  tnK 
will  be  found  satisfactory  to  you.  If  Coiamodare 
Preble  did  receive  a  letter  last  summer  fram  a 
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certain  penoo  here,  he  no  doubt  gsTe  it  lo  yon, 
from  which  you  can  form  lome  opinioo  of  the 
presBDl  subject.  I  have  not  bad  the  pleasure  to 
near  from  you  since  October  la«l ;  am  in  daily 
expectation  of  it.  The  crew  here  areinfirettwuit 
of  clothiDg.  Believe  toe  to  be,  sir,  with  sincere 
esteem,  &c. 

Captain  Bainbridge  to  Cammodoie  Banon. 

Habch  23. 
Deab  Basron:  In  one  of  my  letters  of  thi 
month  1  hare  mentioned  that  I  had  heard  that 
eidi  Muhanimed  Dghiea,  Minister  of  Foreign 
Affairs  to  the  Bashaw,  had  requested  Mr.  Beeus- 
sier,  the  French  Consul  in  this  place,  to  inform 
Commodore  Preble,  that  if  a  person  would  c 
here  and  remain-a  few  days  on  shore,  that  peace 
would  be  efiected  for  one  hundred  and  Qfty  thou- 
sand dollars.  This  day  the  said  Minister  in  con- 
fidence told  me  thai  he  did  thus  request  Mr. 
Beaussier,  but  does  not  know  if  CommodoTe 
Preble  Mceired  the  information.  I  have  not  the 
least  doubt,  that  was  a  person  to  come  here  to  ne- 

Eliate  before  an  attacit  is  made,  that  peace  would 
effected  for  one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand 
dollars,  and  if  the  attack  should  not  prove  rery 
successful,  it  is  very  probable  that  such  a  sum 
would  not  release  Os  from  captivity,  at  least  for 
tome  time.  Apprehension  is  often  worse  than 
realization.  I  sincerely  hope  that  a  person  will 
come,  because  I  think  it  the  most  favorable  mo- 
ment, and  I  candidly  believe  that  any  person 
might  come  with  the  greatest  safety.  It  will  be 
best,  in  my  opinion,  to  ask  for  the  guaranty  of  the 
Danish  or  French  Goosul,  and  in  that  case  I  think 
il  probable  that  they  would  give  the  Danish, 
which  I  should  much  prefer,  as  I  know  him  to  be 
a  man  of  unquestionable  integrity ;  the  other  I 
have  not  the  highest  opinion  of.  The  Danish 
CoQsn)  has  already  gone  very  great  lengths  to 
serve  us,  and  you  may  be  annred  that  he  can  be 
trusted  as  a  man  6*  the  strictest  honor.  His 
compliance  with  the  Minister's  request  to  write 
to  yon  is  purely  actuated  by  the  desire  to  serve 
06.    Tour  sincere  friend,  dtc. 

Ctmvantiou  between   the   Ui)il«d  States  of  America 

and  Bia  Highneat  Hanet  Caramanly,  Buhaw  of 

TripolL 

oOD  te  [MrtNiTE. 

Artiolb  1.  Thereshall  be  a  firm  and  perpetual 
peace  and  free  inteieonrse  between  the  Qovern- 
ment  of  the  Uaited  States  of  America  and  His 
Highness  Hamet  Caramanly  Bsshaw,  the  legiti- 
mate sovereign  of  the  Kingdom  of  Tripoli,  and 
between  the  citizens  of  the  one  and  the  subjects 
of  the  other.  . 

Abt.  i.  The  Government  of  the  United  States 
shall  tue  their  utmost  exertions,  so  far  as  com- 
ports with  their  own  honor  and  interest,  their 
subsisting  treaties,  and  the  acknowledged  laws  of 
nations,  to  re-establish  the  said  Hamet  Bashaw  in 
the   pcnaeaiion    of  fais  sovereignty  of  Tripoli. 

r'nst  the  pretensions  of  Joseph  Bwbaw,  who 
iaed  B«id  sofeietgaty  by  ireaaos,  and  who 


now  holds  it  by  usurpation,  and  who  is  engaged 
in  actual  war  against  the  United  Stales. 

Abt.  3.  The  United  States  shall,  as  circum- 
staoeea  may  rei^uire,  iu  addition  to  the  opervtione 
they  are  carrying  on  by  sea,  furnish  the  said 
Hamet  Bashaw,  on  loan,  suppliesof  cash,  ammo- 
nition,  and  provisions,  and  if  necessity  require, 
debarkations  of  troops;  atso  to  aid  and  give  effect  - 
to  the'opetBtioos  of  the  said  Hamet  Bashaw,  by 
land,  against  the  common  enemy. 

AsT.  4.  Id  consideration  of  which  friendly 
offices,  once   rendered    effectual,  His  Hi^htiess 


forces  of  the  United  States,  in  the  Mediterreneaa, 

thont  ransom,  all  American  prisoners  who  are, 
may  bereatter  be,  in  the  hands  of  the  usurper, 
said  Joseph  Bashaw. 

Art.  5.  In  order  to  indemnify  the  United 
States  against  all  expeoae  they  nave  or  shall 
ocur,  in  carrying  into  exacntioa  (heir  engage- 
ments, expressed  in  the  second  and  third  articles 
of  this  convention,  the  said  Hamet  Bashaw  trans- 
fers and  consigns  to  the  United  Slates  the  tribale 
stipulated  by  tne  last  treaties  of  His  Majesty  the 
Sing  of  Denmark,  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Swe- 
den, and  the  Batavian  republic,  as  the  condition 
of  peace  with  the  Regency  of  Tripoli,  until  auoh 
time  as  said  expense  sliall  be  reimbursed. 

Art.  6.  In  order  to  carry  into  full  effect  the 

ipulaiion  expressed  in  the  preceding  articla  said 
Hamet  Bashaw  pledges  his  faith  ana  honor  faith- 
fully to  observe  and  fulGL  the  treaties  now  sub- 
sisting between  the  Regency  of  Tripoli  and  their 
Majesties  the  Kings  of  Denmark  and  Sweden, 

id  with  the  Baiavian  republic. 

Art.  7.  In  consideration  of  the  friendly  dispo- 
sition of  His  Majesty  the  King  of  the  Two  Sici- 
lies towards  the  American  squadron.  His  High- 
ness Hamet  Bashaw  invites  his  said  Sicilian  Ma- 
i'estyto  renew  their  ancient  friendship,and  proffers 
lima  peace  on  the  footingof  that  to  be  definitively 
concluded  with  the  United  States  of  America,  in 
the  fullest  extent  of  its  privileges,  according  to 
'e  tenor  of  this  convention. 

Art.  8.  The  better  to  rive  effect  to  the  opera- 
tions 10  be  earned  «ii  by  land  in  the  proieeaticD 
of  the  plan,  and  tbe  attainment  of  the  object 
pointed  oat  ny  this  convention,  William  Katon,  a 
'  '  so  of  the  United  States,  now  in  Egypt  shUl 

Tised  as  General  and  Gommander-iR- 
the  land  forces  which  are  or  may  be 
called  into  service  against  the  common  enemy  ; 
and  his  said  Highness  Hamet  Bashaw  eoga^ 
that  his  own  subjects  shall  respect  and  obey  him 

Art.  9.  His  Highnesa,  said  Hamet  Baifaaw. 
grants  full  amnesty  and  perpetual  oblivion  towards 
the  nonduct  of  all  such  of  his  subjects  as  may 
have  been  seduced  by  tbe  usurper  to  abandon  his 
cause,  and  who  are  disposed  to  return  to  their 

IT.  10.  In  case  of  future  war  between  the 
contracting  parties,  captives  on  each  side  shall 
be  treated  as  prisoners  of  war,  and  not  as  slavei, 
and  shall  be  eniitted  to  reaiprocal  and  equal  ez- 
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Q&n,  and  grade  for  grade  ;  and 
in  no  case  snaii  i  ranson  be  demanded  far  prisoD- 
era  of  war,  nor  a  tribute  required,  as  the  condition 
of  peace,  neither  on  the  one  part  nor  on  ihe  other. 
All  prisoners  on  both  aides  shall  be  given  up  at 
the  conclusion  of  peace. 

Abt.  11.  The  American  Consul  flag  in  Tripoli 
shall  forever  be  s  eacred  asylum  to  all  persons 
who  shall  desire  to  lake  refuge  under  it,  except 
for  the  crimes  of  treason  and  murder. 

Art.  13.  In  case  of  the  faithful  observance  and 
fulfilment  on  ihepart  of  His  Highness,  said  Hamet 
Bashaw,  of  the  agreements  and  obligations  herein 
stipulated,  the  said  Gommander-in  Chief  of  the 
American  forces  in  the  Mediterranean  engages  to 
leave  said  Hamet  Bashaw  in  the  peaceable  pos- 
session of  the  city  and  Regency  of  Tripoli,  with- 
out dismantling  its  batteries. 

Art.  13.  Any  article  suitable  to  be  introduced 
in  a  definitive  treatv  of  peace  between  the  con- 
tracting parties,  which  tnaf  not  be  comprised  in 
ibis  convention,  sball  be  reciprocally  on  the  foot- 
ing of  the  treaties  subsisting  with  the  most  favored 
niiioDs. 

Akt.  14.  This  convention  shall  be  submitted  to 
the  President  of  the  United  States  for  his  ratifica- 
tion. In  the  meantime  there  shall  be  no  suspense 
in  its  operation. 

Done  at  Alexandria,  in  Egypt,  February  23, 
1805,  and  signed  by  said  Hamet  Bashaw,  for  him- 
self Hod  successors,  and  by  William  EaioD,  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States. 

Additional  article,  aecret. 

His  Highness  Hamet  Bashaw  will  ujie  his  ut- 
most exertions  to  cause  to  surrender  to  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  the  American  forces  in  tbe 
Mediterranean  the  usurper  Joseph  Bashaw,  to- 
gether with  his  family,  and  Chief  Admiral  called 
Hanrad  Rais,  alias  Peter  Lisle,  to  be  held  by  tbe 
Government  of  the  United  States  as  hostages, 
and  as  a  guaranty  of  the  faithful  observance  oi 
the  stipulations  entered  into  by  the  convention  of 
the  23d  February,  1805,  with  the  United  States, 
provided  they  do  not  escape  by  flight. 

Hamet,  Bi-Btshaw  of  Tripoli,  to  Commodore  Samuel 

Dear  and  EsTeEHBu:  I  bare  to  inform  your 
Excellency  of  my  perfect  health,  and  to  express 
my  sincere  wishes  for  yours.  I  beg  you  to  be  as- 
sured of  the  high  regard  and  consideratioa  which 
t  entertain  for  your  Excellency,  and  I  hope  that 
by  the  assistance  of  the  Divine  Being  1  shall 
sborlly  be  at  Tripoli,  my  city,  to  drive  from 
thence  my  perfidious  enemies. 

I  make  Icnown  to  you  the  arrival  of  Mr.  William 
Baton,  my  general  di  campo,  and  that  we  have 
agreed  upon  a  plan  of  co-operations,  which  i  have 
no  doubt  will  lead  to  that  success  which  we  both 
deure.  Said  Mr.  Eaton  begged  me  to  come  to 
Syracuse,  in  order  to  confer  with  your  Excellency, 
and  to  form  a  personal  acquaintance  with  you,  I 
must  inform  you,  ray  worthy  and  esteemed  friend, 
that  time  does  not  allow  me  to  cross  the  sea,  and 
that  1  am  too  much  occupied  with  mjr  camp, 


consisting  of  infantry  and  cavalry,  and  would  not 
leave  them  for  the  acquisition  of  the  world.  With 
the  present,  I  send  you  my  Secretary  of  Stats, 
named  Mahumed,  as  my  proper  representative,  to 
treat  in  my  steady  whom  I  beg  you  will  receive, 
and  I  trust  your  ideas  will  be  similar  with  regard 
to  the  object  we  have  in  view. 
My  dear  friend,  you  must  know  that  I  am 
Iready  on  my  march,  with  my  camp,  and  I  earn- 
estly solicit  yon  to  send  me  as  speedily  as  possible 
the  following  succors,  of  which  I  stand  greatly  in 
need,  viz;  powder,  field  artillery,  muskets,  money, 
and  a  few  soldiers.  These  once  arrived,  we  are 
agreed  with  Mr.  Eaton  on  the  plan  explained  io 
his  letter;  and  further,  as  provisions  of  all  kindi 
are  very  scarce  in  Barbary,  I  beg  you  will  send 
some  likewise,  t  hope  that,  in  the  course  of  about 
fifty  days,  we  shall  form  a  syittem  of  co-opera lioa 
at  Misurat.  My  dear  friend,  consider  me  in  all 
things  as  your  son,  and  that  my  kingdom  thiR 
be  always  as  your  own. 
I  salute  you  with  cardial  regard,  and  reipaio,  &c. 
[Seal  of  Hamet  Bashaw.] 

The  Cammander-in-Cbiafof  tbe  squadron  of  the  Dnited 
Stales  of  America  in  die  Mediterranean  to  the  ilia*- 
Irioua  Hamet  Bashaw,  &c 

Malta,  Atarth  22, 1805. 
Excellency:  By  tbe  hands  of  your  Secretary 
Mahumed  who  arrived  in  safety  at  this  place  on 
board  the  brig  Argus,  1  received  your  Excel- 
lency's letter,  which  has  been  interpreted  to  me. 
I  thank  you,  with  sincerity,  for  your  expressions 
of  kindness  and  regard  towards  me,  and  am  happy 
that  your  Excellency  remains  in  good  health. 
With  great  satisfaction  I  have  received  from  Mr- 
Eaton  the  intelligence  of  your  junction  with  him, 
and  of  the  measures  you  had  adapted  to  commence 
your  march  towards  Bomha.  No  sooner  did  I 
receive  this  intelligence,  than  I  made  every  ex- 
ertion to  collect  the  succors  required  in  your  letter; 
and  1  now  send  you  myfailhful  and  worihyCap- 
tain  Hull,  with  tbe  Argus  brig  and  a  sloop  under 
her  coavov,  loaded  with  provisions  and  stores.  [ 
have  not  been  able  to  procure  the  field  artillery 
you  ask,  at  this  place,  but  I  despatched  a  frigate  to 
Sicily,  where  I  hope  to  obtain  it.  As  soon  as  it 
arrives,  no  time  will  be  lost  in  sending  it  on  the 
coast.  I  hope  Captain  Hull  will  find  your  Excel- 
lency and  your  army  in  safety  and  health,  and 
that  your  measures  so  far  may  have  been  propi- 


I  have  written  very  folly  to  Mr.  Eaton,  te 
whom,  and  to  Caplain  Hull,  I  refer  your  Excel- 
lency for  further  information,  and  with  my  most 
ardent  wishes  for  your  individual  prosperity,  as 
well  as  the  success  of  the  enterprise  in  which  yon 
are  engaged. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  itc. 

SAMUEL  BARRON, 

Commodore  Barron  b>  William  Eaton,  Esq, 
I  Malta,  March  22, 1605. 

Sir:  By  Captain  Hull,  who  arrived  in  this 
harbor  with  the  Uoiied  States'  brig  Argna  ondec 
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his  Gonmaod,  on  the  lOib  ioitant,  I  reoeired  your 
forOTS  addreeted  to  me,  lo^tber  with  communi- 
cations for  ihe  Secretary  oi  (be  Navy,  and  copies 
of  the  correspoDdeuee  between  youraelfand  Cap- 
toio  HqII,  relatiTe  to  your  proceedioES  from  your 
arri*Bl  in  Egypt  until  bis  departure  from  ibeuce; 
also,  by  the  Eands  of  Mahamed,  Secretary,  a  letter 
from  His  Excellency  Hamet  Bashaw,  announeiag 
his  junction  with  you ;  all  which  I  hare  perused 
wRh  an  alieDtion  and  deliberation  which  the  im- 
poitanl  and  interesting  nature  af  their  contents 
demand^.  I  cannot  but  applaud  the  energy  and 
perseverance  that  has  characterized  your  progress 
through  a  series  of  perplexing  and  discouraging 
difficulties,  to  the  attainment  of  the  object  of 
your  research,  an  attainment  which  I  am  disposed 
to  consider  as  a  fair  presage  of  future  success. 

On  receipt  of  these  communications,  by  Captain 
Hull,  1  did  not  lose  a  moment  in  making  the 
neceisary  arrangements  for  sending  you  sue 
cors,  and  I  now  despatch  the  Argus  brig,  with 
the  Hornet  sloop  under  her  conroy,  carrying  a 
variety  of  stores  and  prorigions.  according  to  the 
accompanying  list.  Captain  Hull  will  shape  his 
course  for  Bomba  direct,  where  be  calculates  on 
finding  yon,  with  the  Bashaw  and  his  armv,  and 
where  he  sapposesyou  will  make  a  stand.  1  have 
directed  him  to  delirer  these  stores  (o  you,  to  be 
applied  as  your  discretion  may  direct.  He  has 
also  under  his  charge  a  sum  in  specie,  amounting 
to  seven  thousand  dollars,  which  is  likewise  to  be 
placed  Bl  your  disposal.  By  the  time  these  vessels 
establish  a  communication  with  you,  you  will 
have  been  enabledtoformacorrect  opinion  as  to  the 
prospect  of  ultimate  success,  and  Inence  to  esti- 
mate the  advaotages  likely  to  result  to  our  afiairs 
from  this  co-operation,  and  bjr  this  opinion  you 
mast  be  guided  in  the  application  of  the  succors. 
Should  you  have  eocouatered  unexpected  diffi- 
culties and  obstacles,  which  places  the  chances 
"  i  upon  raoie  (ban  precarious  ground, 


nncDQtroUedlytothe  power  of  the  Bashaw:  indeed, 
in  the  point  of  view  in  which  1  regard  the  meas- 
ures already  pursued,  as  well  as  the  subject  of  co- 
OfwratioD  generally,  I  conceive  we  ought  to  tread 
with  the  utmost  caution. 

It  is  far  from  my  wish,^  sir,  to  damp  your  ardor, 
or  that  of  your  companions  in  aims,  by  laying 
too  great  a  stress  upon  the  cold  maxims  of  pru- 
dence, whereby  the  tide  of  success  is  often  Tost ; 
aomethiDg,  I  am  aware,  should  always  be  left  to 
fortune  ia  enterprises  of  this  nature;  but  I  must 
own  there  are  certain  thiogs  expressed  in  your 
despatches,  which,  when  brought  to  the  test  of 
my  insiructious  from  home,  give  birth  to  feelings 
of  doubt  and  uneasiness:  tnese  I  deem  it  incum- 
bent on  me  to  point  out  to  you  with  candor  and 
ezplicitness,  in  order  that  we  may  be  fully  under- 
stood. You  must  be  sensible,  that,  in  givingtheir 
sanction  to  a  co-operation  with  the  exiled  Bashaw, 
Government  did  not  contemplate  the  measure  as 
leading,  necessarily  and  absDlulely,  to  a  reinstate- 
ment ot  that  prince  in  his  rights  on  the  Regency 
of  Tripoli.    Tb«y  appear  to  hare  viewed  the 


co-operation  in  question  as  a  means  which,  if 
there  existed  energv  and  enterprise  in  ibe  exile, 
and  attachment  to  nis  person  on  the  part  of  his 
former  subjects,  might  be  employed  to  the  com- 
mon furtherance  and  advantage  of  his  claims  and 
our  cause,  hut  without  meaning  to  fetter  them- 
selves by  any  specific  and  deSnite  attainment  at 
an  end,  which  the  tenor  of  my  instructions,  and 
the  limited  sum  appropriated  for  that  special  pur- 
pose, clearly  demonstrate.  I  fear,  by  toe  conven- 
tion you  were  about  to  enter  into  with  Hamet, 
and  by  the  complexion  of  other  measures,  that  a 
wider  range  may  have  been  taken  than  is  consis- 
tent with  the  powers  vested  in  me  for  that  par- 
ticular object.  These  apprehensions  may,  per- 
haps, prove  groundless  on  farther  representatioas 
from  you ;  but,  under  my  present  impressiana,  I 
feel  it  my  duty  to  state  explicitly,  that  I  must 
withhold  my  sanction  to  any  convention  or  agree- 
ment committing  the  United  States,  or  tending  to 
impress  upon  Hamet  Bashaw  a  conviction  that 
we  have  bound  ourselves  to  place  him  upon  the 
throne.  The  consequences  involved  in  such  an 
engagement  cannot  hut  strike  you  forcibly,  and  a 
general  view  of  our  situation,  in  relation  to  the 
reigning  Bashaw  and  our  unfortunate  country- 
men in  Tripoli,  will  be  sufficient  to  mark  its  inex- 
pediency. 1  snail  consider  it  mv  duly,  as  it  is 
certainly  my  inclination,  to  afiiira  you  every  aid 
eompatihle  with  the  authority  vested  in  me,  and 
commensurate  with  the  means  which  have  been 
placed  at  my  disposal,  and  you  may  rely  on  the 
most  active  and  vigorous  support  from  the  squad- 
ron, as  soon  as  the  season  and  nur  arrangements 
will  permit  us  to  apjiear  in .  force  before  the 
enemy's  walls ;  but  I  wish  you  to  understand  that 
no  guarantee  or  engagement  to  the  exile!  prince, 


to  our  advantage,  a 
end  in  itself,  must  be  held  to  stand  in  the  way  of 
our  acquiescence  to  any  honorable  and  advanta- 
geous terms  of  accommodation  which  the  reign- 
ing Bashaw  may  be  induced  to  propose:  such 
terms  being  offered  and  accepted  by  the  represen- 
tative of  Government  appointed  to  treat  of  peace, 
our  support  to  the  ex-fiashaw  must  necessarily 
cease.  You  will  not,  however,  conceive  that 
these  considerations,  important  and  necessary  as 
they  are,  ought  to  induce  us  at  once  to  abandon 
the  benefits  which  the  measures  you  have  adopted 
seem  to  piomise.  I  conceive  a  perseverance  in 
these  by  no  means  incompatible  with  a  total  free- 
dom from  anv  trammels  with  respect  to  a  definite 
objectj  which  freedom  I  deem  it  all  important  to 
pteserve,  especially  when  1  view  tiie  peculiar  situ- 
ation in  which  Captain  Bainbridge  and  his  fellow 
sufferers  may  be  placed  by  this  co-operation.  If, 
by  your  energy  and  exertions,  added  to  the  sup- 
plies now  sent  forward,  you  succeed  in  getting 
possession  of  Derue  and  Bengazi,  we  may  calca- 
late,  that,  having  received  this  impulse  from  out 
strength,  the  Bashaw  will  himselt  possess  suffi- 
""it  energy,  courage,  and  talents,  and,  if  accounts 
correct,  sufficient  interest  among  the  people, 
lu  move  on  with  firm  steps,  and  to  conduct  his 
friends  and  followers  to  the  gates  of  Tripoli. 
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Krerj  support,  will  of  coarae,  be  given  lo  him  bj 
B  systemHtic  unioa  of  operalioDs  with  rhe  squsd- 
ron,  so  as  to  enable  bioi  10  get  in  the  rear  of  the 
lowD  ;  but  shoold  he  be  found  deficient  in  those 
quslitiea,  or  that  it  appears  we  here  been  deceived 
in  regard  to  (he  disposition  of  the  inhabitants,  he 
must  be  held  as  an  unfit  subject  for -further  sup- 
porter eo-operacioD.  I  beg  leave  (o  raention  to 
yon,  thaij  as  we  are  short  of  officers,  the  services 
of  all  will  be  wanted  on  board  the  respecIiTe 
^hips.  Is  sooD  as  we  enter  npon  oSensire  meaiilres. 
Should  you  conceive,  however,  that  B.ny  serious 
disadvaatage  may  result  from  withdrawmg  those 
with  you,  I  hare  no  objection  to  their  remainiDg 
as  volunteers;  but  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  com- 
|My  mih  your  Teqnisition  for  one  hundred  marines 
to  Die  Beat  to  the  coast.  Such  a  step,  in  the  pres- 
ent THMture  of  affoirs,  far  exceeds  mv  powers ;  and, 
besides,  as  we  are  rather  short  of  hands,  I  could 
not  feel  myself  justifiable  in  detaching  so  consid- 
erable a  force  from  the  squadron.  I  bave  nol 
been  unmindful  of  your  requisition  for  field  artil- 
lery, which,  I  think  with  you,  is  essential,  but 
here  it  was  impassible  to  procure  it;  I,  therefore, 
despatched,  some  days  sihce,  the  Congress  frii^te 
10  Messina,  where  I  hope  to  obtain  four  field- 
pieces  complete  for  service,  and  as  soon  as  they 
arrive  ibey  will  be  sent  to  the  coast,  with  ibe 
necessary  ammunition.  As  I  am  too  unwell 
write  you  with  my  own  hand,  I  must  refer  yon  to 
Captain  Hull,  in  whose  judgnient  and  discretion 
1  have  the  fullest  confidence,  for  informalion  oD 


plain,  as  clearly  as  possible,  what  are  my  ideas 
with  respect  to  the  wishes  and  intentions  of  our 
OoTernment,  and  what  I  feel  to  lie  the  extent  of 
tny  authority,  relative  to  the  eo  operation  with 
Hamet  Bashaw.  I  reiterate  my  filed  resolution 
to  afford  you  every  support  and  assistance  which 
are  consistent  with  the  powers  and  resources  vest- 
ed in  nie;  adding,  at  the  same  time,  my  dissent 
from  any  guarantee,  covenant,  or  engagement,  by 
which  the  United  States  may  stand  committed,  to 

5 lacs  the  exiled  prince  On  the  throne,  or  any  con- 
ition  which  militates  agsinst  the  most  perfect 
and  uncontrolled  power  of  choice  and  action,  and 
CDDcluding  a  pacification  with  Jussuf  Bashaw, 
should  he  offer  terms  honorable  and  advantageotis 
to  our  country. 

I  should  be  wanting  in  jositee  to  you,  sir,  as 
well  as  the  officers  who  have  shared  thus  far  your 
toils  and  dangers,  were  I  not  to  express  my  full  re- 
liance upon  your  courage,  energy,  and  persever- 
ance, as  well  as  my  ardent  desire  that  your  most 
sanguine  expectations  maf  be  realized.  The  ob- 
servations which  I  here  eoavey  to  you  are  far 
from  being  intended  to  cool  your  zeal  or  dis- 
courage your  expectations;  hut  they  are  what 
I  conceive  ft  necessary  to  make,  and  drawn  from 
me  by  the  purest  feeling  of  duly ;  and,  as  sneh. 
permit  me  to  recommend  ihem  to  yonr  calm  and 
candid  consideration,  and  I  request  that  you  will 
make  them  the  subject  of  conversation  with  Cap- 
tain Hull,  who  is  fully  possessed  of  my  sentiments. 
SAMUBL  BARRON. 


Commctdore  Bonon  to  Captain  HaU. 

Malta,  JlfercA  S3,  1805. 
Sib  ;  By  the  accompanying  communications  to 
Mr.  Baton  and  lo  His  Excellency  Hamel  Bashaw, 
which  are  left  open  for  your  perasal,  and  the  per- 
sonal knowledge  you  possess  of  my  sentiments 
and.  wishes,  you  will  be  Enabled  to  form  a  correct, 
and  to  yourself  satisfactory  idea  of  (he  service  on 
which  you  are  destined,  with  the  United  States 
brig  Argus,  and  sloop  Hornet,  (Lieutenant  Bvats,) 
nnder  your  command.  Its  execution  most  neces- 
sarily depend  so  much  on  a  variety  of  events  and 
circumstances  which  may  happen,  and  it  is  pro- 
bable hare  happened  to  Mr.  Eaton  and  his  coad- 
jutors, and  which  we  are  totally  unable  to  foresee 
or  to  esiimnte,  that  I  feel  the  impracticability  ta 
well  as  the  unsuitableness  of  tying  you  down  with 
precise  and  positive  instructions.  Hence,  you 
will  perceive,  sir,  that  your  own  judgment  and 
discretion,  io  which  allow  me  to  assure  yon  I 
entertain  the  highest  confidence,  will  frequently 
he  your  sole  directors.  Agreeably  to  What  we 
have  agreed  npon,  you  are  directed  to  shape  your 
courseTor  Bomba  or  its  vicinity,  and  endeavor  lo 
establish  an  immediate  communijcation  with  (he 
Bashaw's  army.  If  they  have  succeeded  in  pene- 
trating beyond  Bomba,  you  will  there  obtain  eor- 
— •  -iformation  of  their  n •-  —'•■-'•    ■"- 


,  which, 
all  probability,  will  be  towards  Derue  and  Beu- 
gazi,  whither  you  will  of  course  follow  with  yont 
vessels,  unless  yon  find  contrary  Inst  ructions  from 
Mr.  Eaton.  Having  opened  an  interconrw  with 
that  gentleman,  you  will  ascertain  correctly  from 
him  the  posture  of  affairs  and  the  prospect  of  suc- 
cess, and  yon  wit],  if  he  require  it,  land  and  de- 
liver to  him  the  stores  and  cash  tinder  your  charn, 
lakiug  the  necessary  receipts  and  roncher*.    As 

iou  will  perceive,  by  my  letter  to  Mr.  Eaton,  f 
ave  left  the  application  of  (bese  succors,  and 
consequently  the  responsibility  wholly  to  him, 
which  I  conceive  proper,  as  well  on  acconot  of 
his  having  the  chief  direction  of  the  land  opera- 
tions, as  that  by  the  time  you  arrive  on  the  const 
he  will  have  it  in  his  power  to  form  a  just  esti- 
mate of  the  cbaneei  of  success,  and  thence,  how 
far  it  is  safe  and  expedient  (o  pursue  (he  onjeet. 
Should  it  he  determined  to  persevere,  you  are 
uthorized  to  afford  him  every  support  and  assist- 
nee  consistent  with  your  means  and  sitnation. 
You  will  confer  together,  and  obtain  the  most 
minute  and  cnrcumsiantial  information  as  to  hit 
future  plan,  and  his  ideas  and  wishes  with  r^ntd 
val  co-operations.  On  the  subject  of  yoor 
I,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  furnish  you  with 
precise  orders,  as  it  will  depend  altogether  on  the 
situation  in  which  you  may  find  matters  on  the 
coast,  and  the  nature  of  the  arrangements  to  be 
made  with  Mr.  Baton.  You  will  be  awnre  of 
my  anxiety  to  hear  from  you.  You  will,  tben- 
ton,  despatchlhe  sloop  to  this  place  or  Syracuse, 
or  return  with  the  brig,  as  circumstancea  may 
direct. 

In  case  of  any  unfortunate  event  baring  hap- 
pened to  Mr.  Baton  and  his  companions,  And  yon 
"n  obtain  no  satitfaetory  intelligence  of  them,  it 
Idt  to  you  to  act  as  you  think  moat  «4riMble 
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1  remain,  wilh  seDlimenti  of  regard,  air,  ronr 
very  homble  and  obedieoiserTaDl, 


Captain  Isaac  Hci 

FroiD   CommoJore   Banon   to   the   Beaeiaij  of  the 

Navj. 

Malta,  Aj^  6, 1806. 
Sib:  Having  id  my  respects  of  yesterday,  giTen 
a  ftill  acoonnt  of  the  preEent  disposal  of  the  sqtiod- 
roa  undar  my  command,  and  whatever  had  oc- 
curred of  notice  since  my  prceedioK  despatches,  I 
hare  dov  tbe  honor  to  lay  before  you  s  sketch  of 
Mr.  Biioo'e  transactions  in  Egypt,  and  the  meas- 
ures wbieh  have  beeo,  ia  consequence  thereof, 
adopted.  The  accompanyiBK  commnnieatioDB 
from  thait  gentleman  to  the  navy  Departmeni, 
joined  with  copies  of  those  addressed  to  me,  and 
the  collateral  correspoadence  belweeD  Captain 
Hull  and  him,  to  all  which  I  beg  leave  to  refer 
yon  minutely,  Will  afford  you  a  wide  view  of  the 
subject,  whilst  it  precludes  tbe  necessity  of  lengthy 
comments  from  me.  You  will  there  perceive  the 
many  and  unforeseen  difficulties  which  Mr.  Salon 
met  with  in  finding  the  ex-Bashaw,  who  had 
joined  tbe  fortunes  of  the  Mamelnkes.  You  will 
be  apprized  of  thesitnation  in  which  matters  stood 
at  the  departure  of  the  Argus  from  Alexandria  on 
tha  19ih  of  Febrnary,  and  the  plan  which  he  bad 
chalked  onl  to  pursne  the  intended  co-operation 
with  Hamei.  On  receipt  of  these  advices  Imade 
immediate  a rran semen tg  ro  send  such  part  of  the 
snccors,  requested  by  the  Bashaw  and  Mr.  Eaton, 
BE  could  be  procured  here,  and  as  I  considered 
myself  authorized  by  my  lostruetioaa  to  afford ; 
and  Captain  Hall  sailed  again  oo  tbe  26th  ultimo, 
in  the  Argus,  with  the  Hornet  sloop,  (the  same 
which   I  mentioned  having  parchaied,)  under 


I  coUact  from  the  papers  enclosed,  he 
confidently  expected  to  open  a  commanication 
with  the  Baahaw  and  bis  followen.  Sucb,  sir,  is 
the  present  situation  of  the  business. 

1  am  well  aware  that  von  will  feel  an  anxiety 
to  know  my  opinion  with  regard  to  the  probaUe 
success  of  this  eo-operaiion ;  but,  until  I  have 
further  intelligence  and  more  data  to  go  by,  it 
ware  improper  even  to  hazard  a  coBJMtnra.  In 
pamsing  tbe  leiters  from  Mr.  Eaton,  and  weigh- 
ing the  Datura  and  consequences  of  certain  mea- 
sorss  in  his  contemplation.  I  roast  own  that  I 
bavefelt  some  uneasmess,  arising  out  of  fear  that 
he  was  taking  a  wider  scope  in  his  engagements 
to  the  Bashaw  than  is  compatible  with  the  ideas 
and  intentions  of  QoTernmeDt,  or  with  the  au- 
liiorily  vested  in  me,  as  lelates  to  the  subject  of 
co-operation.  I  hfve  stated  this  apprehension  in 
a  comm uaication  to  Mr.  Slaton,  in  which  I  have 
also  ezplaioed,  in  precise  terms,  my  own  ideas, 
and  how  far  I  conceived  he  mlgnt  proceed  with- 
out oommttting  himself  or  the  conntry.  A  copy 
of  my  letter  will  be  foaad  annexed.    I  fael  conn- 


From  the  concurring  information,  principally 
from  persons  well  acquainted  with  the  Baenaw, 
which  I  have  recently  received  of  his  charaoter 
and  condact,  I  confess  that  my  hopes  from  a  co- 
operation with  him  are  less  saogaine  than  they 
were.  Perhaps,  however,  I  may  shortly  have 
reason  to  raise  my  expectations  to  their  formea 
itaAdard ;  hut  till  something  occurs  to  jnstify  the 
belief  that  he  possesses  more  eourwe,  energy,  and 
talent,  than  those  who  appear  to  know  him  well 
give  bim  credit  for,  it  would  be  reprebenaihle  to 
flatter  myself  or  tbe  Qovernment  with  jwospects, 
which  results  may  disappoint.  I  am  equally  at 
a  loss  to  calcolete  tbe  efiecis  of  this  co-operaiion 
upon  the  mind  of  the  reigning  Baabaw;  a  short 
time  will  throw  light  upon  this  inleresiiog  point. 
In  the  meanwhile  I  cannot  conceal  from  you  my 
candid  opinion  tbal,  from  tbe  obstinacy  hitherto 
evinced  by  Jussuf  Bsshew.  and  the  pertinacity  of 
his  character,  not  unmixed  with  bravery  and 
other  qualities  belonging  lo  a  soldier,  added  to 
the  nainral  advantages  of  his  situation,  tbe  con- 
test promises  to  be  more  arduous  than  was  at  first 
anticipated.  Our  co-operation  with  Hamei  may, 
and  in  all  probability  will,  induce  him  either  to 
offer  us  terms  at  once;  or  finding  his  domiuions' 
menaced,  and  hia  life  endangered,  lo  pul  every 
thing  to  the  hazard  of  war.  In  the  latter  case,  we 
may  naturally  cooclode  that  bis  resistance  will 
not  only  be  obstinate,  but  desperate.  1  look  with 
anxiety  for  the  return  of  tbe  vessel,  which  sailed  a 
few  days  since  for  Tripoli  for  the  prisoners ;  she 
will,  undoubtedly,  bring  important  intelligence. 

The  ex-Bashaw's  Secretary  of<  State,  whom 
you  will  find  mentioned  in  Mr.  Eaton's  corres- 
pondence, retamed  in  tbe  Argus  to  join  bis  mas- 
ter.  He  appeared  to  be  a  sensible,  discreet  old 
man ;  he  brought  me  a  letter  from  the  Bashaw, 
a  translation  oiwhich,  with  a  copy  of  my  answer) 
[s  attached  to  the  accompanying  papers. 

Commodore  Barron  to  Wilbam  Eaton,  Esq. 
Malta,  AprU  >5, 1^05. 
Sir  :  1  had  the  honor  of  addresiinK  ?oa  very 
fully  on  the  Wd  ult.  by  Captain  Hull ;  since 
when  I  have  received  no  advices  from  the  Bar- 
bary  coaiL  It  was  not  till  tbe  12th  instant  that 
the  Cob zresB  arrived  here  from  Messina,  with  the 
field  artillery,  which  GapUin  Decatiu  experienced 
considerable  delay  and  difficulty  in  procuring. 
It  was  my  intention  to  bare  sent  that  frigate  to 
the  coast;  but,  on  making  particular  inquiry  of  a 
pilot  well  acquainted  in  that  quarter,  I  find  that 
the  impracticability  of  approaching  the  shore 
with  heavy  vessels  renders  the  communication 
extremely  uncertain  and  difficult.    1  have  thero- 


lal  i 


fore  thought  it  prudent  to  waive  my  o 
lenlioD,  and  to  despatch  tbe  Nautilus 
whose  light  draught  of  water  will  enable  her  to 


tilus  schooner, 


approach  the  coast  wiib  greater  safety  and  ad- 
vantage. Captain  Dent  shapes  his  course  foi 
BoiaUi,  where  I  calculate  be  will  find  yon  with 
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the  Bashaw  aod  army,  and  where  I  hope  he  will 
hare  little  difficulty  in  eatabliabJDg  an  intercourse. 
He  has  an  board  bis  tchooDef  two  brass  field- 
pieces,  with  trains,  powder,  shot,  &«.,  complete, 
which  he  is  directed  to  deliyer  to  your  poasea- 
aion.  I  hope  they  will  reach  you  sale,  aod  have 
no  doubt  but  they  wilt  be  found  extremely  serri- 
ceable  in  the  progress  of  your  operations.  Noth- 
ing material  haa  occurred  since  Captain  Hull's 
departure.  The  harbor  of  Tripoli  remains  closely 
blockaded.  The  Pieaident  frigste  sailed  this  day 
to  reinforce  the  ressela  already  on  that  station. 
Captain  Dent  is  iaatnic ted,  after  delivering  the 
artLlerv  and  stores,  to  return  immediately  to  ihts 
port  wfth  despatches  from  you.  You  will  readily 
imagine  my  anxiety  to, hear  of  your  proceedings 
and  prospects.    I  am,  respectfully,  &e. 

S.  BARRON. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Williim  Eaton  lo  Commodore 

Derne,  April  29, 18C 
The  information  I  have  the  honor  to  forward 
of  this  dat^  stating,  in  abstract,  occurrences  ei 
mr  last,  will  not  disappoint  the  expectations 
caJculatioDB  there  may  have  formed.  Certain 
periods  of  your  letter  of  the  92d  ulL  require  a  dis- 
tinct and  separate  answer.  This  I  shall  do  with 
candor. 

It  waa  understood  when  GoTernmeat  came 
determination  to  try  the  effect  of  a  co-operation 
with  Hamet  Bashaw  against  the  enemy,  that  pro- 
riaioo  would  be  made  adequate  to  the  experiment; 
six  field-pieces,  a  thaasand  stand  of  arms,,  with 
suitable  ammuniiioo,  and  eighty  thousand  dollars, 
were  asked  for  by  Hamet  Bashaw,  while  yet  in 
possession  uf  this  province,  and  gaining  ground 
against  the  nanrper.  The  Secretary  of  the  Nary 
informed  me  that  the  arms,  ammunition,  and  &fty 
thousand  dollars,  would  be  furnished,  and  they 
were  to  have  been  pot  on  board  at  Hampton  Roads, 
white  the  gquadron  were  getting  ready  for  sea. 
Information  arrived  of  the  Bashaw  having  been 
driven  from  his  post,  and  retired  to  Egypt.  In 
consequence  of  which  it  is  to  be  presumed  the  sup- 
plies gtllirig  in  readiness  were  withheld,  as  the  suc- 
cess of  the  experiment  then  appeared  very  doubt- 
fuL  The  twenty  thousand  dollars,  deposited  with 
the  Consul  Oeneral  at  Algiers,  lo  be  applied  ti 
this  service,  cannot  be  supposed  adequate  to  tfai 
purpose  of  DriDging  the  Bashaw  from  bis  exile  il 
Egypt,  placing  him  in  a  situation  to  act  against  a 
rival,  possessed  of  all  the  resources  of  his  kingdom, 
and  carrying  his  plan  of  operations  into  effect, 
whatever  mav  have  been  the  dispositions  of  the 
people  towards  him.  The  twenty  thousand  dol- 
lars, therefore,  could  have  been  meant  only  to 
assist  the  research  of  the  Bashaw,  and  the  revival 
of  his  sflairs,  in  case  our  plan  should  be  thought 
feasible.  Hence,  I  think  it  is  not  presuming  too 
far  toconclude  that  the  unlimited  diacretion  vested 
in  the  Commander-in-Chief,  in  regard  to  all  the 
exigencies  of  the  war,  and  perticuUrly  as  it  re- 
lates to  the  object  in  view  extends  to  every  mat- 
ternecessary  to  its  accomplishment-    The  instruc- 


tions to  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary  eerlaioly  can- 
it  mean  to  tie  him  down  to  any  limited  applt- 
itiont. 

The  advantages  calculated  lo  result  from  the 
succey  of  this  measure  have  heretofore  been  stat- 
ed, and  thus  far  the  experiment  has  not  disappoint- 
ed these  calcuiitLona.  We  are  in  possession  of  the 
valuable  province  of  Tripoli;  the  high  esti- 
mation the  enemy  places  on  this  department  of  the 
kingdom  is  evidenced  by  the  extraordinary  efforts 
he  has  used  to  defend  it,  and  by  the  menaces  to 
'  '  :h  he  has  resorted  lo  deter  us  from  the  opera- 
I  here ;  his  camp  was  otJy  fourteen  hoars' 
inarch  from  the  place,  when  we  seiaed  it  by  as- 
sault, lam  this  evening  informed  theyareretro- 
grading,  and  only  r'^ret  we  have  not  the  meaiu 
of  pursuing  them.  The  expenses  already  incurred 
in  this  expedition  will  amount  to  nearly  thirty 
thousand  dollars ;  for  thirteen  thousand  of  which 
we  are  indebted  to  Messrs.  Bricgs  and  Brothers  of 
Alexandria;  eleven  thousand  have  been  received 
through  the  hands  of  Captain  Hull,  including  his 
advance  and  drafts  in  Egypt.  I  have  disbursed 
nearly  two  thousand,  and  for  the  residue  shall  be 
indebted  to  individuals.  This  expense  will  not 
appear  extravagant  when  it  is  considered  that  it 
covers  all  our  expenditures  in  Egypt,  where  many 
sacrifices  were  necessary,  to  pass  the  barrien  of 
Tnrkish  jealousy  and  avidity  in  getting  the  Ba- 
shaw through  that  country ;  of  furnishing  horses, 


two  hundred  souls,  and  about  two  hundred  horses, 
in  that  barren  desert,  upwards  of  forty  days,  a  di^ 
tince  of  nearly  five  hundred  miles,  and  of  caravuu 
for  transporting  these  provisions  the  whale  dis- 
lance  from  Alexandria,  and  also  the  unavoidable 
expenditures  in  presents  to  chiefs,  and  paymeau 
to  troops,  in  order  to  gain  the  one  and  avail  our- 
selves of  the  services  of  the  other. 

UatI. 

The  situation  in  which  it  is  known  Hamet 
Bashaw  was  found  in  Upper  Egypt,  must  of  itself 
suggest  the  idea  that  he  must  be  destitute  of  all 
means  of  movine  a  military  expedition,  except 
the  attachment  oi  his  subjects.  The  pouenitn 
of  this  province  doe*  not  materially  alter  that 
situation.  The  general  failure  of  the  harvest, 
which  the  whole  coast  of  Barbary  experienced 
last  season,  together  with  the  extraordinary  trib- 
utes which  Jussnf  Basbaw  has  exacted  to  sup- 
port the  war,  has  rendered  not  only  this,  but  every 
other  part  of  Tripoli  poor  and  oi^ressed,  wholly 
destitute  of  contributing  any  thing  very  consider- 
able to  either  of  the  rival  brothers.  This  ia  a  cir- 
cumstance favorable  to  our  measures,  if  we  will 
goto  the  expense  of  profiting  of  iL  No  chief, 
whatever  may  be  the  attachment  of  hi*  followers, 
can  long  support  military  oi>eration*  without  the 
means  of  subsistine  and  paying  his  troop*.  The 
observation  is  peculiarly  applicable  to  the  temper 
and  circumstances  of  the  Arabs  of  this  country, 
who,  in  fact,  form  its  real  strength ;  who  are  poor, 
yet  avaricious,  and  who,  being  accosiomed  to  des- 
potism, are  generally  indifferent  aboai  the  name 
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or  pertoD  of  their  despot  proTided  he  imposes  no 
new  burdeos.  Stronger  proof  of  ihU  cannot  be 
brought  than  the  difficulty  ^JussufBaibaw'a  camp 
has  mund  in  recruiting  in  its  progress  from  Tri' 
poli.  It  lef^  there  long  since  with  about  two 
hundred  men. 

I  have  this  morning  intercepted  six  letters  from 
that  camp,  dated  only  four  days  since,  s^ned  b^ 
the  cammander-iii 'Chief,  the  Governor  of  Bengazi, 
and  aid-de  camp,  addressed  to  the  Qoveraor  of 
Deme.  and  to  several  chiefs  or  shieks,  encoura- 
ging inem  to  nope  and  perseTerance,  and  stating 
that  their  delay  has  only  been  accasiODcd  by  ex- 
pectations of  receiving  reinforcemeats  from  the 
Arab  tribes.  They  hare  increased  their  number 
only  three  hundred,  though  they  have  passed 
through  that  pan  of  the  couniry  nearest,  and  most 
nearly  attached,  to  the  enemy.  Hamet  Bashaw 
brongbt  two  thousand  Arabs  into  the  Setd  on  the 
17tb.  This  serves  to  show  the  weight  of  money 
with  these  people,  and  as  a  pretty  good  criterion 
of  the  balance  of  inBuence  between  the  two  Bash- 
aws. With  the  aids  conlemplated  by  OoTeTn" 
ment  to  have  been  furnished  Hamet  Bashaw 
when  in  the  position  he  now  holds,  I  have  no 
doubt  but  he  may  proceed  to  the  walls  of  Tripoli. 
But  while  I  offer  this  opinion,  I  cannot  conceal 
my  apprehensions,  grounded  on  experience,  that 
when  arrived  there  be  could  effect  little,  without 
more  military  talents  and  firmness  tban  exists 
either  in  himself  or  the  hordes  of  Arabs  who  at- 
tach themselves  to  him.  They  are  exactly  what 
Volney  describes  of  the  camps  of  the  Egyptian 
Beys,  rather  a  rabble  than  an  army ;  and  in  our 
affair  they  have  held  safe  positions  to  catch  fugi- 
tives, until  the  doors  of  the  enemy  were  open  tor 
plunder,  when  they  became  at  once  brave  and  im* 
peluous.  If.  therefore  the  co-operation  is  to  be 
pursued  vitn  him,  and  its  direction  is  to  be  con- 
fided to  me  it  must  be  on  conviction  that  detach- 


so  dangerous  a  rival,  and  not  only  Hamet  Bashaw, 
but  every  one  acting  with  him,  must  inevitably 
fall  victims  to  our  economy.  If  we  proceed  no 
further,  it  would  seem  inoambent  on  toe  honor  of 
our  Government,  in  the  event  of  peace,  at  least 
to  place  Hamet  Bashaw  ia  a  situation  as  elisible 
as  that  from  which  he  has  been  drawn,  out  of  the 
power  of  an  incensed  and  viudictive  enemr. 
Probably  Jussuf  Bashaw  would  agree  to  establisii 
him  in  the  Government  of  this  province  and  Ben- 
gazi,  and  to  restore  to  bim  his  family.  Ha  may 
pertups  be  made  satisfied  with  such  an  accom- 
modation, and  the  United  States  experience  from 
it  many  of  the  advantages  calculated  to  result 
from  carrying  tbe  original  plan  into  execution, 
and  consistently  with  both  our  honor  and  interest^ 
At  all  events.!  am  deeply  impressed  with  the 
.  that  the  post  we  have  secured  here  should 
not  be  abandoned,  nor  terms  of  peace  precipitately 
embraced ;  indeed  it  were  to  be  wisned  that  the 
efiect  of  the  success  of  a  co-operation  might  be 
tried.  It  would  very  probably  be  a  deaib-blow  to 
tbe  Barbary  system.  Any  accommodation  savor- 
ing '  of  relaxness  would  a*  probably  be  death  to 
tbe  navy  and  a  wound  to  the  national  honor.  If 
it  is  determined  either  to  proceed  or  hold  a  posi- 
tion here,  further  supplies  of  cash  and  provisions 
must  immediately  be  sent  to  the  coast. 

From  reasons  whicb  will  suggest  themselves 
from  preceding  observations,  it  would  not  be  good 
policy  in  Hamet  Bashaw  to  levy  contributions 
during  the  contest  with  his  brother,  lest  he  should 
alienate  his  friends.  On  the  contrary,  he  ought 
to  be  enabled  to  move  with  a  liberal  hand.    Cash 


from  the  squadrw,  or  procured  elsewhere,  to  aid 
and  give  effect  to  such  operations  as  require  en- 
ergy. With  thesupptiesasked  for, provisions  for 
our  Christians,  and  with  tbe  firm  front  of  one 
regular  refpmenl,  I  believe  it  would  not  be  pre- 
suming too  far  to  engage,  in  conjunction  with  tbe 
squadron,  to  force  tbe  enemy  to  take  refoga  in  a 
sanctuary.  But  I  confess,  sir,  there  is  one  di»> 
couraging  circumsisnce  resulting  from  tbe  de- 
olarea  views  in  affording  auxiliaries  to  Hamet 
Bashaw.  These  aids  ate  to  be  withdrawn  at  any 
period  when  tbe  enemy  shall  propose  terms  of 

See,  whicb  may  be  accepted  by  the  agent  of 
verament  on  the  spot.  If  Hamet  Basbaw  is 
to  be  used  solely  as  an  instrument  to  the  attain- 
meni  of  an  object  exclusively  to  the  advantage 
of  the  United  Slates,  witbout  any  consideration 
to  his  future  existence,  or  well  being,  I  cannot 
peniude  myself  that  any  bond  of  patriotism  dic- 
tates to  me  the  duty  of  having  a  chief  agency. 
Dor  indeed  any,  in  so  exitaordioary  a  sacrifice. 
Certainly  the  enemy  will  propose  terms  of  peace 
with  na  the  moment  he  enteriaina  serious  appri 
hensiona  from  his  brother.  This  may  happen  i 
any  stage  of  the  wac  most  likely  to  rid  him  of 


will  do  much  with  the  inhabitants  of  this  country: 
even  those  whom  it  will  not  engage  to  fight  will 


[s  and  bayonets  C' 


find  a  ^ 
>  its  influence, 
1  as  irresistible 
agents.  The  convention  I  have  entered  into  with 
Hamet  Bashaw  may  be  useful  in  case  he  succeeds 
in  getting  repossession  of  his  Government,  other- 
wise it  can  do  no  mischief,  even  if  ratified, as  will 
appear  by  the  precaution  in  the  second  article. 

Extract  of  ■  letter  from  Cammoilore  Siunuel  Banou  to 
Tobias  Lesr,  Esq. 

Malta,  May  18, 1805. 
The  recent  despatches  from  Mr.  Eaton  have 
been  communicated  to  you.  From  their  tenor, 
and  the  knowledge  I  have  within  a  short  time  oh- 
taioed  of  certain  features  in  the  character  of  Sidi 
Hamet  Bashaw,  I  must  candidly  own  that!  have 
DO  longer  the  ume  expectations  which  I  once  en- 
tertained of  the  success  of  the  co-operatioh  with 
him.  His  want  of  energy  and  military  talenti, 
bis  total  deprivation  of  means  and  resources,  the 
great  expense  already  incurred, and  the  largesum 
which  would  be  required,  according  to  Mr.  Eaton's 
statement,  for  pursuing  the  object,  a  sum  far  ex- 
ceeding both  the  resources  placed  at  my  disposal, 
and  the  powers  vested  in  me  by  my  instructions, 
compel  me  to  reliaqaiah  the  plan.  Indeed,  on 
OMiure  reflection,  I  am  of  opinion  that  if  the  ex 
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Bathaw,  having  received  this  impulse  from  our 
streogtb,  and  being  put  imo  posietsioD  of  Derne, 
the  province  where  htH  interest  ii  supposed  to  be 
the  auoogest,  ha*  not  in  himself  lumcieateDarsj, 
addreas,  and  courage,  and  cannot  command  suffi- 
cient means  to  move  on  with  firm  steps  towards 
tbe  UEurpei's  residence,  whilst  we  second  his  ope- 
rations by  sea,  he  must  be  considered  no  longer  a 
Gt  subject  for  our  support  or  co-operation.  1  am 
preparing  to  send  pmviaioui  to  the  coast  for  the 
subsisleace  of  the  crews  of  the  Argus  brig  and 
Nautilus  schooner,  which  remain  there  at  Mr. 
Baton's  request,  and  bf  the  sloop  Hornet,  whioh 
Gottveys  them,  I  shall  send  suen  instructions  to 
that  gentleman,  and  the  officers  with  him,  as  far- 
ther reflection  and  the  nature  of  your  determina- 
tion on  this  letter  my  dictate.  Whatever  may  be 
the  final  result  of  this  co-operation,  I  cannot  reject 
the  belief,  that  it  baa  had  a  powerful  effect  upon 
the  reigning  Bashaw;  and  it  may  be  fairly  pre- 
sumed ibat  the  gallant  conduct  of  our  friends  in 
the  afiair  at  Derne,  and  the  capture  of  that  place, 
will  have  iheirinfluence,  and  dispose  him  to  mode- 
rate his  pretensions,  and  to  think  seriously  of  peace. 
The  complaining  condition  of  some  of  the  ships 
of  oar  squadron  is  not  among  the  least  important 
considerations  of  the  present  moment;  three  of 
the  frigates  are  in  such  a  state  as,  in  my  opinion, 
and  in  that  of  the  commanders,  renders  them  unfit 
to  encounter  the  severity  of  another  winter's  block- 
ade, without  undergoing  considerable  repairs. 

These  facts  and  conside rations,  for  the  due  ap- 
preoialion  of  which  you,  sir,  are  fitted  by  your 
talents,  and  the  length  and  particular  line  of  your 
experience,  seem  to  point  out  the  present  as  auspi- 
cious beyond  any  former  occasion,  and  indeed  as 
the  verv  moment  for  attempting  a  negotiation ; 
eapecially  when  we  combine  with  these  reflections 
the  eertamty  that  our  force,  respectable  as  it  is, 
is  jttgnaiij  exaggerated  at  Tripoli,  and  consider 
the  e^cl  which  such  a  view  of  the  eoemy,  added 
to  the  movements  of  his  brother,  must  have  on 
the  mind  of  Jussuf  Bashaw.  Strongly  persuaded 
thai  your  eonclosioos  upon  these  points  have  an- 
ticipated my  own,  I  am  induced  to  state  to  you 
my  earnest  wish  that  you  may  deem  it  expedient 
to  meet  the  overture  lately  made  through  the 
Spanish  Consul,  by  His  Excellency,  so  far  as  to 
found  on  it  the  commencement  of  a  negotiation. 
I  cannot  entirely  suppress  another  motive,  wbich 
I  confess  weighs  painfuUy  on  my  mind.  I  trust 
I  feel  aa  becomes  an  Ameiicin,  and  that  I  know 
what  an  American  ought  to  suSiir,  when  the  inie- 
lest  and  honor  of  his  country  cull  on  his  fortitude. 
Were  1  deficient  in  these  respects,  or  misled  by 
nitrefleetio^  compassion,  1  am  well  assured  that 
Captain  Bainbrldge  and  his  unfortunate  comrades 
vould  be  first  in  deprecating  this  deficiency.  But 
Iknow  the  value  of  sucb  a  man  as  Captain  Bain- 


bridse  and  his  officers,  and  I  am  persuaded  that  I 
■Dealt  the  language  of  our  country,  when  i  declare 
toat,  as  tbey  lost  their  liberty  in  her  defence  and 


her  service,  no  reasonable  and  honorable  oecasioo 
ahonld  be  neglected  which  affords  a  prospect  of 
releasing  them  fiom  the  bondage  ofa  bigoted  and 
OBfceliog  tyrant 


In  ootAmuoicatiojg  these  sentiments,  yoii,  sir' 
will  do  me  the  juatioe  to  believe  that  I  discard 
every  idea.of  any  real  point  of  national  honor  or 
advantage  being  sacrificed  to  the  attainment  of 
their  emancipation,  weighing  that  honor  ajid  ad- 
vantage by  tne  practice  of  powerful  nations;  but 
I  must  contend  that  the  UBeriy,  and  perhaps  the 
lives  of  so  many  valuable  and  estimable  Ameri- 
cans ought  not  to  be  sacrificed  to  points  of  hoiKW 
taken  in  the  abstrKt.  Should  tin  event  justify 
ray  hopes  and  expectations  of  your  coincidenM 
with  me  an  this  interesting  subject,  and  you  de- 
termine OH  going  to  Trip<Ji,  Captain  Barron,  com- 
mandiiu[  the  Essex  fngate,  woo  is  under  sailing; 
orders  lor  the  blockade,  will  be  instructed  to  wait 
your  arrangements,  and  convey  you  thither. 

I  beg  leave  to  add  my  assurances,  that,  in  case 
you  determine  on  this  step,  sanguine  as  my  ex- 
pectations will  be  of  the  issue,  I  shall  not  relax 


negotiation  can  have  is  an 
force  and  means  at  the  very 
were  despaired  of. 


energetic  distiiay  of 
moment,  as  it  peace 


Tobiu  Lear  to  Commodore  Ssmnel  Barron. 

Malta,  Ma^  19, 1S05. 

I  bad  the  honor  last  evening  to  receive  your 
letter  of  yetterday,  on  the  subject  of  opening  a  oe- 
goiiation  with  the  Bashaw  of  Tripoli.  Most  ain- 
cerely  do  I  lament  the  lone  and  severe  illness  you 
have  Eufitred,  and  under  tne  effects  of  which  yon 
still  labor  ;  and  I  am  fully  persuaded  that  no  con- 
sidaistion  would  lead  you  to  relinquish  the  com- 
mand vested  in  you  by  the  Qovemment  of  our 
country,  but  a  thoroush  conviction  that  your 
retaining  It,  when  unable  to  perform  the  duties 
inseparable  from  the  station,  would  be  injorioos 
to  ine  cause  in  which  we  are  engaged  ;  and  I  am 
also  peranaded,  that  when  such  conviction  arises, 
all  personal  eonsidoation*  will  yield  to  your  pa- 
triotism. I  hare  maturely  considered  the  aevaial 
jKiints  mentioned  in  your  letter  relative  to  a  nego- 
tiation with  the  Bashaw  of  Tripoli ;  and,  upon  a 
view  of  my  instractions  from  the  Oovernment  of 
the  United  States  on  that  subject.  I  eomMive  it 
my  duty  to  endeavor  to  open  and  oring  to  a  ba»- 
py  issue  a  negotiation  for  peace,  consistent  wim 
the  tenor  of  these  instructioas,  whenever  tha  com- 
mander of  our  naval  foree  in  this  aea  shall  judge 
that  the  occasion  is  proper  and  favoruble.  As  it 
is  presumed  that  the  Bashaw  wilt  be  imprened 
by  the  aspect  or  operations  of  that  force,  and  as 
this  is,  in  year  opinion,  a  proper  occasion.  I  shall 
hold  myself  in  readiness  to  proceed  in  a  few  dan 
on  that  business,  with  Captain  Barron,  in  tat 
United  States  frigate  Essex,  which  you  are  so 
good  OS  to  say  will  wait  my  arrangements. 

I  presume,  as  Captain  Rodgers,  who  is  yont 
second  in  command,  and  who  will,  of  course,  take 
the  command  of  the  squadron,  if  your  health,  as 
you  Bppreheod,  sbonM  compel  you  to  relinquiah 
It,  ia  now  off  Tripoli,  and  may  be  posMssed  of 
some  information  relative  to  out  afliun  with  that 
Regency,  which  hu  w>t  reached  you,  that  he  will 
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be  fnlly  advised  of  the  motires  which  hi 
duced  (his  measure,  and  iostructed  lo  give  it  all 
the  facility  which  hia  jadgmcDt  may  slight. 

Although  I  canoot,  sir,  agree  with  you  id  opin- 
ion, that  aoy  impiession  favorable  to  us  has  beea 
made  on  the  anntl  of  ibe  Btishaw,  from  oat  co- 
operation with  his  brother,  thus  far,  eiceptinj 
what  iDay  arise  from  the  uodaatited  bravery  aui 
perscTerance  of  the  force  of  our  counlrymen  a. 
Derne,  which  will  be  to  him  a  further  proof  of 
what  we  can  do  alooe  a^iost  him;  yet  I  am  of 
opinion,  that,  as  he  baa  discovered  a  diaposition 
to  opeQ  a  n^otiation,  we  should  embrace  il^  to 
see  if  such  terms  can  be  made  as  are  admissible 
on  our  part,  and  to  releaae  our  UDfoitunate  coun 
trymen  out  of  his  power,  whose  fate  ought  not  t 
depend  on  amall  punctilios. 

Commodore  Barron  to  Captain  Hull,  of  the  Argoi. 
Malta,  May  19, 1805. 

Your  several  communications  were  received 
by  the  Hornet,  which  did  not  arrive  here  until 
the  16th,  having  met  with  head  winds  and  heavy 
gales. 

Your  various  iaformaiion  ia  under  my  particu- 
lar atteoiion.  The  siate  of  my  health,  and  my 
anaiely  to  despatch  the  sloop  wiibout  loss  of  lime, 
does  not  allow  me  lo  enter  into  lengthy  observa- 
tions. Nor  is  it  indeed  necessary.  The  leller  I 
have  written  to  Mr.  Eaton  by  tbis  conveyance, 
and  which  he  wilt  communicate  to  you,  will,  no 
doubt,  determine  him  and  the  officers  to  Uave  the 
coaatj  as  a  measure  rendered  necessary  by  exist- 
ing ct re u instances,  and  especially  by  the  intention 
of  tbe  Consul  Oeneral  to  open  anegotiaiioo  wiih 
Jussuf,  reigning  Bashaw  of  Tripoli.  You  will, 
therefore,  as  soon  as  the  requisite  airangements 
are  made,  return  with  the  vessels  under  your  com- 
mand to  Syracuse,  to  which  place  it  is  contem- 
plated to  transfer  headquarters  in  the  course  of  a 
few  days.  Lieutenant  Evans  is  instructed  lo  de- 
liver the  stores,  which  have  been  laden  in  the 
aloop,  to  you,  lo  be  distributed  according  lo  your 
discretion.  You  will  understand  those  stores  are 
intended  for  the  use  of  the  crews  of  the  United 
States  vessels,  and  the  Chriatians  under  the  com- 
mand of  Mr.  Eaton. 

Nothing  material  has  occurred  in  our  aSairs 
since  your  departure.     Mr.  Evana  will  be  able  to 


dollars  (Spanish)  in  specie,  which  will  ._ 

extinguish  any  individual  engagements  that  you 
or  Mr.  Eaton  may  have  coniracted  at  Derne. 

I  look  anxiously  for  further  intelligence  from 
Deroe. 

Ccmmodore  Barron  to  William  Eaton,  Esquire. 

Malta,  JWiiy  19, 1805. 

Sib:  By  tbe  sloop  Hornet,  which  arrived  in 

this  harbor  on  ihe  16th  instant,  (having  had  a  te- 

dions  passagCj)  I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your 

despatches  or  S9lh  ultimo  and  lat  instant,  an- 

ikouncing  the  capture  of  Derne,  after  a  contest,  in 
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which,  permit  me  to  obaerve,  that  your  conduci) 
end  that  of  your  companiona  in  arras,  will  not 
discredit  the  character  which  our  countrymen 
have  established  among  the  nations  of  Barbary. 
1  have  perused,  wilb  deserved  attention,  the  argu- 
ments and  reasons  adduced  in  your  letter  of  tbe 
let,  on  the  subject  of  pursuing^  the  co-operation 
with  Sid!  Hamel  Bashaw.  Beio^  myself  too 
weak  for  tbe  exertion  of  letter  wriring,  and  my 
secretary  writing  with  difficulty,  owing  lo  an  in- 
flammalion  in  his  eyes,  it  ia  impossible  for  me  to 
enter  into  a  lengthy  reply;  Dor  does  it  indeed  ap- 
pear necessary.  The  ousiness  is  now  arrived  at 
that  point,  where,  if  the  ex-Bashaw,  after  being 
put  in  possession  of  Derne,  hia  former  Govern- 
ment, and  the  district  in  which  hia  interest  is 
most  powerful,  has  not  in  himself  energy  and  tal- 
ent, and  is  so  destitute  of  meana  and  resonrces,  as 
not  to  be  able  to  move  on  with  successful  pro- 
gress, seconded  by  our  naval  force  acting  on  tbe 
coast,  he  must  be  held  as  uowortby  of  further  sup- 
port, and  the  eo  operation  as  a  measure  too  ex- 
pensive and  burdensome,  and  too  little  pregnant 
with  hope  or  advantage,  to  justify  its  further 
prosecution;  for  whatever,  sir,  may  have  been 
once  the  intentions  of  Goveromenlon  this  subject, 
and  whatever  your  ideas  touching  those  inteii' 
tions,  I  feel  that  I  have  already  gone  to  the  full 
extent  of  my  authority.  The  instructions  from  tbe 
Navy  Department  on  this  particular  point,  witb 
which  you  are  not  unacquainted,  fall  short  of  that 
unlimited  discretion  and  power  of  application  as 
relates  lo  funds,  insisted  on  in  your  letter,  and  are 
totally  silent  in  regard  to  the  quantity  and  de- 
scri[^ion  of  supplies  and  stores  which  yuu  men- 
tion to  have  been  in  Ibe  contemplation  of  Qov- 
ernment  to  furnish  to  tbe  Bashaw.  Hence  you 
will  be  sensible,  that,  without  taking  a  latitude 
thai  would  involve  me  in  a  sum  of  responsibility, 
which  it  were  the  extreme  of  folly  and  rashness 
to  encounter,  I  cannot  proceed  further.  Inde- 
pendent of  this  consideration,  it  may  not  be  im- 
proper to  slate,  that  I  have  not  at  my  disposal 
funds  sufficient  to  meet  Ihe  large  sums  which,  ac- 
cording 10  your  calculation,  would  he  required  to 
pursue  the  plan  with  effect.  With  respect  to  any 
engagements  lo  Bidi  Hamel,  1  cannot  couaidei 
tbera  as  binding  or  definite.  We  have,  by  our  re- 
sources, and  your  valor  end  enterprise,  placed  him 
at  the  post  from  which  be  was  driven,  when  first 
he  solicited  the  aid  and  support  of  our  arms,  and 
in  the  "  most  valuable  province  of  Tripoli :"  in 
performing  which,  we  nave,  I  conceive,  fulfilled 
every  plei^e,  and  that  he  can  neither  coa^  us 
with  bad  faith  in  our  engagements,  or  with  injos- 
lice  to  himself.  His  want  of  those  qualities  so 
essential  in  the  character  of  a  commander,  and 
especially  to  a  Prince  contending  for  hia  throne, 
ia  ■  serious  obstacle  to  the  advancement  of  hia 
cause,  not  to  be  surmounted  even  by  the  existence 
and  manly  exertion  of  them  in  those  about  bis 
person.  But  it  Is  What  we  had  no  reason  to  anti- 
cipate, and  still  less  to  suppose,  that,  when  master 
of  tbe  finest  province  in  his  kingdom,  where  his 
influence  is  greatest,  and  his  adnerents  most  nu- 
merous, bis  situatioD  would  not  be  materially  al- 
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tered,  and  himseir  as  deitilate  of  means  to  carry 
on  ihe  contest  as  when  he  was  brought  from  his 
exile  in  Egypt.  In  short,  sir,  ihe  matter  reduces 
itself  to  Ibis:  we  are  willing  and  ready  to  support 
the  Bashaw,  by  a  niiioD  of  operations  on  the  coast, 
so  long  as  the  war  with  Tripoli  eortinue»;  bat 
you  will  slate  explicitly  lo  hii  Excellency,  that 
our  supplies  of  money,  arms,  and  prorisions,  are 
at  an  end,  and  ibai  he  must  now  dep«id  on  his 
own  resources  and  exertions.  This  deiermina- 
lion  will  surest  to  you  and  your  comrades  that 
line  of  conduct  most  prudent  to  be  adopted  in  the 

S resent  postare  of  affairs.  I  hare  lost  no  time  in 
espatching  the  Hornet  with  a  supply  of  provb- 
ions  for  the  crews  of  the  Argus  and  Nautilus,  and 
the  Christians  under  your  command ;  and  I  hope 
•he  will  arrive  in  time  to  prevent  your  suffering 
from  wRDt. 

I  have  now  to  acquaint  yon  with  an  occurreuce 
in  our  affairs,  interesting  in  itself,  and  momentous 
as  relates  to  your  situation.  In  consequence  of 
recent  advices  from  Tripoli,  I  have  thought  it  my 
duty  to  state  to  the  Consul  Oeneral,  Col.  Lear, 
(now  at  this  place,)  my  candid  opinion,  that  the 
present  is  a  moment  highly  favorable  to  treat  for 
peace;  and  a  communication  has,  this  moment, 
Deen  handed  me  from  that  gentleman,  expressing 
his  determination  tomeet  the  overture  lately  made 
by  the  reigning  Bashaw,  so  far  as  to  fauna  on  it 
the  commencement  of  a  negotiation,  and  to  pro- 
ceed to  Triooli,  in  the  Essex  frigate,  in  the  course 
of  this  weeK.  From  a  variety  of  concurring  cir- 
cumstances, the  present  appears  to  be  a  period 
propitious  to  such  a  step,  and  I  cannot  help  in- 
dulging sanguine  hopes  ihui  a  very  short  time  will 
restore  Captain  Bainbridge  and  his  unfortuDBte 
companioiis  to  freedom  and  their  country. 
would  be  useless  in  me  to  say  anything  on  I 
effect  which  this  measure  mtist  needs  have 
your  situation  and  determinations;  it  is  a  me 
lire  which  was  anticipated  in  my  letter  to  you  bv 
Captain  Hull ;  and,  as  such,  the  intelligence  of  it 
will  not,  I  presume,  reach  you  unprepared.  The 
ioterests  of  Sidi  Hamet  will  not  be  overlooked. 
It  is  with  Colonel  Lear'a  express  sanction  tbat  I 
state  to  you  his  intention  to  endeavor  at  stipulat- 
ing some  conditions  for  the  unfortunate  exile, 
Provided  this  can  be  done  without  any  considera- 
le  sacrifice  of  national  advantage  on  our  part, 
nod  without  giving  up  points  that  are  essential. 

I  have  sent,  by  Lieutenant  Evans,  two  thou- 
nnd  Spanish  dollars,  which  he  is  directed  to  de- 
liver to  yon  or  Captain  Hull.  Tbis  sum  will 
serve  to  extinguish  any  little  engagements  you 
may  have  contracted  at  Derne. 

lam  extremely  anxious  for  further  intelligence 
from  you,  and  remain,  with  much  respect,  dtc. 
S.  BARRON. 

Commodore  Samnri  Barron  to  Colonal  Ttdiiai  L«bt, 
Conaul  OaneralfAc. 

Malta,  Mm/  US,  1805. 
I  have  received  the  letter  which  you  did  me 
the  honor  of  addressing  to  me  on  the  t9th  instaDl, 
stating  your  intwtign  of  going  to  Tripoli  in  the 


I  have  now  lo  acquaint  you,  that,  fot  the  rea- 
__ns  mentioned  in  my  communication  of  (he  16th, 
which  every  day's  experience  fatally  strengthroa, 
I  have  conceived  it  a  duty  owing  to  our  country, 
as  well  as  an  act  of  justice  to  the  squadron,  lo  re- 
linquish a  station,  which  the  languor  of  sieknesa, 
consequent  mental  as  well  as  bodily  inactivi- 
ty, prevent  me  from  Gtling  any  longer,  witti  ap- 
probation to  myself  or  witn  advantage  to  the  ser- 
vice. I  have  accordingly  written  by  the  Essex  lo 
Captain  John  Rodgers,  the  officer  next  in  senior- 
ity,  (now  off  Tripoli,  in  iha  Constitution,)  lAr 
cially  resigning  to  hiu  the  command  of  the  naval 
forces  of  the  United  States  in  this  aea ;  and  I 
have  at  the  same  time  expressed  my  ardent  de- 
sire that  he  should  give  every  facility  lo  the  im- 
portant measure  which  has  been  agreed  upon,  and 
support  the  negotiation  with  all  his  zeal  and  ac- 
tivity. I  beg  leave  to  mention  that  the  fiUsex  is 
completely  ready  for  sea.  Captain  Rodgers  has 
now  been  fifty  days  on  the  station,  and  Ifeet  the 
importance  of  his  being  made  acquainted  with 
my  determination  without  delay. 

1  have  sent  orders  to  Captain  Campbell  to  des- 
patch the  Vixen  ID  the  station  off  Tripoli,  with 
intelligence  of  the  situation  of  affairs  with  T))nis. 
and  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  they  will 
reach  him  before  the  brig  leaves  the  bay. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  4te. 

8.  BARRON. 


Comtnodoie  Samuel  Buron  to  Captain  John  Bodgen. 
Malta,  May  22,  1805. 

SiBi  Since  I  had  the  pleasure  of  writing  to 
yon  by  the  frigate  President,  I  have  not  received 
any  intelligence  from  the  Barbary  coast.  Capt 
James  Barron,  commanding  the  Essex,  has  re- 
ceived orders  to  proceed  off  Tripoli,  for  the  par- 
pose  of  conveying  the  Consul  Oeoeral,  who  will 
communicate  to  you  hisintentions,  which  will  be 
further  explained  by  the  accompanying  copies  <»f 
my  late  correspondence  with  him. 

Although  1  have  never  disguised  from  myself 
that  my  powers  of  attention  have  been  weakened 
by  the  effects  of  my  long  and  distressfnl  indispo- 
sition, almost  equally  with  my  strength  and  bodi- 
ly activity,  I  have  nevertheless  been  drawn  on, 
from  week  to  week,  by  the  hopes  of  a  speedy  re- 
covery, hopes  which  the  unsteady  character  of 
the  disorder  itself  rendered  plausible,  and  which 
I  was  even  aniborized  to  cherish  by  the  corres- 
ponding opinions  of  my  medical  attendants,  gen- 
tlemen of  high  and  merited  rank  in  their  profes- 
sion, connected  with  me  no  further  than  as  my 
situation  requires  their  assistance,  and  only  so 
long  as  my  residence  in  Malta  gives  them  the  op- 
poTtunity  of  affording  it^  and  who  therefore  could 
nave  no  interest  in  inspiring  groundless  expecta- 
tions, with  no  other  possible  effect  than  tnat  o( 
exasperating  the  final  disappointment.  But  sit, 
though  I  feel  myself  perfectly  justified  in  form- 
ing theee  hopes  of  recovery,  I  am  sensible  that 
the  moment  if  arrired  when  I  can  no  longer  per- 
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terere  justifiably  in  acting  upon  them ;  the  seuon 
for  decisive  measures  has  orertakeD  me,  aod  I  am 
Bt  length  forced  to  perceive,  that  my  unceasing 
and  anxioos  impatience  for  a  return  of  health, 
from  the  deep  wish  of  dischargiiig  the  important 
functions  entrusted  to  me,  his  coDtiDoally  re- 
tarded lb»t  return,  and  that  this  ineriiable  solici- 
tuile  which,  while  I  retain  the  command,  it  is  im- 
possible that  aay  state  of  health  should  obliterate 
or  even  suspeud,  must  not  on^  defeat  its  own 
immediate  object,  but  greatly  diminish,  and  pei- 
haps  preclude  the  probability  of  my  serving  my 
country  at  any  future  lime.  To  relinquish  mv 
command,  iherefore,  is,  1  conceive,  a  duly  which 
I  owe  to  our  country  and  to  the  service  in  gen- 
eral,  but  more  particularly  to  the  present  Mjoad- 
ron;  an  act  of  justice  which  the  skill,  courage, 
and  general  merit  of  the  officers,  and  the  order 
and  discipline  of  the  crews,  at  once  enforce  and 
imbitler;  for  you,  sir,  need  not  be  informed  that 
this  decision  could  not  he  made  without  a  long 
and  painful  slrugsle,  as  well  as  deep  deliberation} 
but  it  is  made,  and  accordingly  I  do  hereby  resign 
the  command  of  the  naval  forces  of  the  United 
States  in  these  seas,  and  by  ihin  letter  communi- 
cate my  resignation  officially  to  you,  on  whom 
the  command  devolves  by  tne  law  of  seniority, 
reseiviug  to  myself,  however,  the  right  of  resum- 
ing it  in  case  the  war  should  be  protracted  bevond 
my  hopes  and  expectations,  and  my  health  be 
fully  restored.  I  have  only  to  add  on  this  point, 
that  the  pain  inseparable  from  this  act  of  duty  is 
peatljr  alleviated  by  two  reflections:  first,  that 
u  having  you,  sir,  as  m^  senior  captain,  I  am  en- 
ahled  to  resign  my  station  to  an  officer  who  al- 
ready in  a  high  degree  enjoys  the  confidence  of 
our  Government;  and  secondly,  that,  previous  to 
my  resignation,  the  Consul  Osneral  has  exprexsed 
his  coincidence  with  the  ofunioa  which  I  official- 
ly communicated  to  him,  respecting  tbe  propriety 
and  policy  of  meeting  the  recent  overtures  of  tbe 
Bashaw  of  Tripoli,  so  far  as  to  open  a  negotia- 
tion, for  which  I  am  persuaded  that  the  present 
moment  is  eminently  tavorable,  and  of  tbe  suc- 
cess of  which  1  entertain  sanguine  expectations, 
eondoeted,  as  it  will  be  by  a  gentleman  of  such 
ability,  experience,  and  moderation,  as  Colonel 
Iiear,  with  ihe  ready  assistance  and  co-operation 
which  I  doubt  not  be  will  And  in  your  activity 
and  zeal.  1  cannot  suppress  the  feeling,  that,  if 
anything  could  restore  me  to  health, as  by  acharm, 
ft  would  be  the  sight  of  Captain  Bainbridge  and 
his  fellow  suSerers  restored  at  length  to  freedom, 
on  terms  of  peace  at  once  honorable  and  advan- 
taeeouB  to  our  common  country ;  such  term^  on 
whichj  I  am  convinced,  notwitbstanding  all  itieir 
privations  and  sufferings,  they  would  alone  desire 
their  emancipation,  or  look  back  with  pleasure  on 
its  attainment.  Should,  howiver,  these  hopes  be 
baffied  by  the  extravagance  and  infatuation  of  the 
enemy,  I  can  only  express  my  earnest  wish,  that 
the  valor  and  exertions  of  tbe  squadron  may  soon 
ereaia  another  opportucityj  and  that  to  their  honor 
they  may  succeed  in  inspiring  additional  resp«ci 
for  the  American  name,  and  a  pacific  policy  in 
the  wholeof  the  Baibary  OoreiDment;  thus  re- 


alizing an  object  which  must  be  deep  in  tbe  beam 
of  our  countrvmen,  and  for  the  accomplishment 
of  which  I  should  have  considered  no  personal 
sacrifice  too  import  ant. 

1  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  Captain  Barron  for 
full  particulars  of  occurrences  since  your  depart- 
ure, and  for  the  present  distribution  of  the  squad- 
ron; and  I  beg  leave  also  to  assure  vou  that  my 
BQticipatiou  of  the  success  of  Colonel  Lear's  visit 
to  Tripoli  will  not  dimiaish,  in  the  smallest  de- 
cree, the  preparations  for  offensive  measures ;  and 
mat,  as  far  as  my  strength  will  permit,  I  shall  pro- 
ceed with  every  necessary  arrangement  till  w« 
meet.  It  is  not  in  my  power,  at  this  moment,  to 
transmit  you  all  tbe  papers  and  doeamenta,  tba 
transfer  of  which  becomes  requisite  by  my  resig-^ 
nation.  1  have,  however,  directed  my  Secretary 
to  prepare  them,  ahd  they  will  be  delivered  to  yon 
on  your  arrival  here. 

With  my  sincere  wishes  for  your  health  anj 
prosperity,  1  have  tbe  honor  to  subscribe  mysslf, 
sir,  your  very  faithful  and  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  BARRON. 

Extract  of  ■  letter  froni  Robert  Denniioa,  Beaetsry  to 
the  Commander  of  the  Mediienanesn  squadron,  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Malta,  May  32,  1805. 
It  appears,  by  a  variety  of  letters  which  have 

been  received,  that  [he  Basbaw  is  seriously  dia- 


f  ond  all  doubt,  is  tbe  receipt  by  Colonel  Lear  of 
a  letter,  written  at  tbe  express  solicitation  of  the 
Bey,  by  the  Spanish  Consul,  with  overtures  foi 
opening  a  negotiation,  and  accompanying  a  tet- 
ckera  or  passport  under  the  Bey's  seal,  guarantjr- 
ing  the  inviolability  of  any  person  or  persons  tent 
to  Tripoli  (o  treat  of  peace.  These  direct  evi- 
dences of  a  pacific  disposition  in  the  Bashaw  were 
a  few  days  ago  prefaced  by  a  communication  to 
Commodore  Barron  from  Mr.  Nissan,  the  Danish 
Consul,  written  at  the  desire  of  Ihe  Minister  Sidi 
Mahomet  Dghies,  expressing  theMinister'a  sincere 
and  earnest  wish  for  tbe  re-establishment  of  peaoe, 
and  recommending  that  a  person  should  be  sent 
over  immediately  to  commence  a  n^oiiauon.  In 
consequence  of  these  repealed  and  unequivocal 
manifestations  of  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  the 
enemy  to  accommodate  differences,  the  Comman- 
der-in-chief thought  it  his  duty  officially  to  com* 
rounicate  to  the  Consul  Oenerai  bis  opinion  that 
the  present  moment  is  favorable  for  Openins  a  na- 
p^otialion ;  and  the  latter  having  expressed  his  co- 
incidence therewith,  the  measure  has  been  agreed 
upon,  and  Colonel  Lear  is  making  arrangementa 
to  proceed  on  board  the  Essex  frigate  to  the  coasf 
of  Tripoli  in  tbe  course  of  two  or  three  days. 
Commodore  Barron  entertains  the  most  sanguins 
hopes  of  the  happy  issue  of  this  measure,  and  as- 
ticipates,  with  not  less  confidence  than  pleasure, 
the  speedy  emancipation  of  Capuin  Bainbridge 
aiid  his  suffering  companions.  I  think  it  is  not 
hazarding  too  much  to  say,  there  it  searaely  a 
doubt  but  tbe  business  will  be  honorably  and  lal- 
isfactorily  terminated  in  less  than  a  fortnight. 
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Third  BTticle  of  the  pitUmiatrj  utielci  of  tlw  Tr«atf 
of  Peaca  to  be  eatered  into  between  tbe  Freaident 
end  citixena  of  the  United  Statea  of  America  on  one 
nrt,aDd  the  Bashaw  Bej  and  aubjecta  of  Tripoli,  ia 
Baibary,  on  the  other  part. 

Upon  the  conclusion  of  a  peace,  as  aforeEaid, 
betweea  the  United  Slaten  aod  the  Regency  of 
Tripoli,  all  the  forces  of  ihe  United  States  which 
have  been  and  may  be  in  hostility  against  (he  Ba- 
afaaw of  Tripoli, Id  Iheprorinca  of  Derne, or  else- 
where, within  the  dotniaioas  of  the  said  Baahaar, 
■hall  be  withdrawa  therefroin,  and  do  supplies 
ahall  be  given  by  or  in  behalf  of  the  said  Uoiled 
States  during  the  continuance  of  Che  peace  afore- 
aaid,  to  any  of  the  subjects  of  the  said  Bashaw  who 
may  be  in  hostility  against  hitn  in  aoy  part  of  his 
dominions ;  and  the  Americans  will  use  all  means 
in  their  power  to  persuade  the  brother  of  the  said 
Bashaw,  who  is  co-operative  with  them  at  Derne, 
£a-  to  withdraw  from  the  territory  of  the  said 
Basliaw  of  Tripoli,  but  ib^y  will  not  use  any  force 
or  improper  means  to  effect  that  object;  and  in 
case  fae  should  withdraw  himself,  as  aforesaid,  the 
Bashaw  engages  to  delirer  up  to  him  bis  wife  and 
ehildreo.  now  in  his  power. 

TOBIAS  LEAR, 
Commugioner  oftht  V.  S.,  ^c. 

Mr.  Lear  to  Mr.  Ridgely. 
TaiPOLi  iH  Barbabt,  June  6,  1805. 

Sib:  In  conformity  with  tbe  power  vested  in 
ae  by  ilie  QoTetnment  of  the  United  Stales  to 
appoint  sD  agent  on  their  behalf  to  lake  eharee  of 
taeir  affairs  in  Tripoli,  provided  a  peace  should  be 
concluded  between  the  United  Slates  and  the  Ba- 
•baw  of  Tripoli,  nntil  tbe  pleasure  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Unitetl  States  shonld  be  known,  and 
•a  peace  is  now  happily  concluded  between  the 
Iwo  nations,!  find  it  mcumbent  upon  me  to  carry 
into  effect  the  authority  vested  in  me ;  and  as  yon 
haveezpressedyourwilliogaesBioBct  as  tbe  agent 
af  the  United  States  in  this  Regency,  I  have  the 
bounr  herewith  to  transmit  you  a  power  for  that 
purpose,  and  at  the  same  time  to  express  my  aat- 
iafaction  in  your  readiness  lu  receive  it;  because, 
besides  the  qualifications  which  I  believe  you  to 
possess  to  eiecnte  the  duties  of  said  agency  with 
knnot  to  yourself  and  country,  I  am  persuaded  that 
your  residence  here  for  nineteen  months  past  (al- 
ihoDgh  mostly  in  a  state  of  confinement  )faasoffered 
an  opportunity  of  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  the 
Oovemment.  cnitoms,  and  manners  of  those  peo- 
ple, which  will  be  found  eaieoiially  useful ;  and 
four  profession  willsecure  you  an  influence  which 
cannot  always  be  gained  by  a  person  brought  up 
to  other  pursuits. 

Although  the  salary  to  be  paid  to  an  agent  is 


thousand  dollars  per  year  as  salary ;  wages  of  the 
dragoman,  si  all  ouery,  and  some  other  expenses  of 
a  public  nature,  as  are  necessarily  attached  to  Ihe 
office,  and  uaually  paid  by  other  Consuls  in  this 
place  on  aecount  of  their  Qovemmenta. 


Yotiwill  receive  herewith  the  Treaty  of  Peaes 
between  the  United  Stales  of  America  and  the 
Bashaw  of  Tripoli,  in  English  and  Arabic,  and 
executed  In  due  form  on  the  fourth  day  of  the  pre- 
sent month.  This  treaty  is  considered  as  highly 
favorable  to  out  country,  and  you  will  lake  care 
that  it  be  duly  observed.  The  circumstances  under 
which  it  hai  been  madeeives  us  the  best-gronnded 
reasons  to  believe  that  there  will  be  no  attempt  on 
the  part  of  the  Bashaw  or  his  subjects  to  violate 
it.  Should  this,  however,  unfortunately  be  tbe 
case,  Tout  firmness  and  good  judgment  will  be  a 
security  against  any  evils  arising  from  a  sudden 
or  violent  departure  from  it. 

In  order  that  yon  may  see  the  relation  which 
the  Consul  ofthe  United  States  residing  here  bean 
to  the  Consul  General  residing  in  Algiers,  I  take 
the  liberty  of  quoting  a  part  of  the  instriiciioai 
given  to  me  by  the  Secretary  of  Slate  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  under  date  of  the  14th  July,  1603: 

"  The  Regency  of  Algiers  being  of  the  most 
importance  to  the  Uuiled  States,  considering  its 
infiuenee  with  those  of  Tunis  and  Tripoli,  and  our 
stipulations  with  that  Regency  requiring  the  larg- 
est expenditures,  are  the  reasons  why  the  Consul 
Oeneral  id  established  there.  The  relation  of  the 
Consuls  for  those  other  Regencies  is  therefore  a 
subordinate  one,  and  they  will  consequently  be 
instructed  to  correspond  r^ularly  with  you,as  well 
as  directly  with  the  Department  of  State.  In  all 
cases  of  difficulty  and  urgencv,  they  are  to  ask  and 
follow  your  opinion,  especially  when  the  state  of 
our  affairs  may  require  immediate  decision,  and 
where  tbe  sacrifice  to  be  made  is  either  of  an  oc- 
casional and  not  a  permanent  nature,  or  of  no  very 
high  value.  They  are  to  keep  regular  journals  of 
their  proceedings,  including  their  pecuniary  trans- 
actions, and  transmit  transcripts  as  often  as  may 
be  to  you.  Of  so  strict  a  nccessiiy  is  this  latter 
duty,  that  they  will  be  given  to  understand  that 
DO  allowances  for  dtbbnrsemems  will  be  made  them 
unless  registered  in  their  journals  at  the  (ime,a&d 
transmitted  both  to  you  and  this  Department,  with 
the  very  first  despatches  they  may  write  to  either 
after  the  expense  is  incurred." 

Our  Government  bad  thought  it  expedieat  to 
change  the  Mediterranean  passport  heretofore  gn- 
en  to  onr  merchant  vessels,  and  arrangementi  tta 
this  purpose  have  been  made  with  the  Emperot 
of  Morocco,  and  tbe  Regencies  of  Algiers  and 
Tunis.  Until  the  first  day  of  July  next  ensuing, 
either  the  new  or  old  passport  will  be  considerut 
as  valid  for  our  merchant  vessels,  but  after  thai 

ririod  the  new  patsfiort  will  be  alone  available. 
have  therefore  furnished  you  with  twenty  topa 
or  tetta  of  both  tbe  old  and  new  passports,  one  of 
each  you  will  give  to  every  cruiser  sailing  from 
Tripoli,  before  tha  first  of  July  aforesaid ;  after 
which,  yon  will  withdraw  from  them  the  tops  of 
the  old  passporIa,Bnd  issue  the  new  only.  I  leave 
with  you  also  twenty-foui  formsof  Consular  pass- 
ports, which  were  put  into  my  bands  byMr.Catb- 
cart,  our  late  Consul  here,  to  be  given  to  the  Tri- 
poli tan  crnisert.  These  passports  most  be  renewed 
at  least  once  a  year,  and  an  endorsement  made 
opon  them  by  you  every  cniiae  wbicb  the  cor- 
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■air  may  make  within  the  year,  noiinK  any  change 
which  may  take  place  ia  the  captain's  number  of 

Mr.  Nissen,  Hib  Danish  Majesty's  CoDsul  here, 
will  have  the  goodness  to  ftive  yon  any  informa- 
tioo  you  may  wish  respecting  the  usual  forms  of 
CoDSular  business  in  this  Regency;  and  I  am  per- 
suaded that  his  best  adrice  would  always  be  given 
on  any  poiula  of  business  which  might  arise  here 
relatire  to  our  affairs,  out  of  the  usual  routine  of 
Consular  dalies.  Bui,  whenever  such  may  occur, 
you  will  not  fail  to  advise  me  thereof  by  the  first 
and  roost  direct  conTeyance.  And  if  anything 
should  happen  which  may  threaten  to  involve  the 

rce  of  our  couolry  with  this  Regency,  you  will 
pleased  to  despatch  information  thereof  by  a 
Speedy  cruiser,  either  by  sea  or  land,  as  may  be 
most  likely  to  reach  me  soonest.  To  the  De] 
ment  of  State  you  will  also  make  full  comm 
cations,  agreeably  to  the  instructions  which  I  have 
quoted  for  you  in  this  letter;  and  in  these  com- 
munications you  will  please  to  detail  all  the  in- 
formation you  can  obtain  respecting  the  political 
relations  and  military  forces  of  this  Regency,  as 
well  as  particulars  respecting  the  productions  and 
commerce  of  the  country. 

I  shall  leave  in  your  hands  one  thousand  dollars 
on  account  of  your  salary,  to  be  applied  to  any  ne- 
cessary expenses  on  account  of  the  United  Slates 
of  America,  and  shall  place  a  credit  for  you  for 
one  thousand  dollars  more  on  William  Higgin 
Esq.,  the  navy  agent  of  the  United  Stales  in  Malti 

Wishing  you  health  and  happiness,  I  am,  si 

with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  seivanl, 

TOBIAS  LEAR. 

John  RmoBLv,  Elsq. 


AppointraeDt  of  Mr.  Ridgalj,  by  Mr.  Lear,  u  United 
States  Agent  at  Tripc^. 
Whereas  the  undersigned,  Tobias  Lear,  Consul 
General  of  the  United  States  of  America  for  the 
Regency  of  Algiers,  being  dniy  appointed  Com- 
missioner by  letters  patent  under  the  signattire  of 
the  President  and  seal  of  the  United   States  of 


aw  of  Tripoli;  and  whereas  the  said  undersigned 
was  authorized  by  instructions  from  the  Secretary 
of  State  of  the  said  United  States,  bearing  date 
the  6ih  June,  1804,  to  appoint  an  agent  to  reside 
io  Tripoli, in  behalf  of  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica, until  the  pleasure  of  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  shall  be  known  thereon,  whenever  peace 
should  be  conclad£d  as  aforesaid: 

Now  know  ye  that  I,  the  undersigned,  having 
concluded  a  peace  between  the  United  States  of 
Amerlcaand  tbe  Bashaw  Bey  and  subjects  of  the 
R^ency  of  Tripoli,  have  appointed,  and  do  by 
these  presents  appoint,  John  Ridgely,of  the  State 
of  Maryland,  to  reside  in  Tripoli,  as  the  asent  of 
the  Untied  States  of  America,  until  the  pleasure 
ftfthe  President  ortheUnited  Slates  shall  beknown 
■a  aforesaid ;  and  do  authorize  and  empower  him 
to  have  and  to  hold  the  said  agency,  and  to  exer- 


cise and  enjoy  all  the  rights,  privileges,  and  au- 
thorities to  tbe  same  of  right  appertaining  during 
the  time  aforesaid. 

And  I  do  hereby  request  all  captains,  mastery 
and  commanders  of  ships  and  other  vessels,  armea 
or  unarmed,  sailing  unaer  the  fl^gof  theaaid  Uni- 
ted States  as  well  as  all  other  of  their  citizens,  to 
acknowledge  and  consider  him  accordingly. 
■  And  I  do  hereby  pray  and  request  His  Excel- 
lency the  BasbawofTripoli  to  permit  tbe  said  John 
Ridgely  fully  and  peaceably  to  enjoy  and  exercise 
the  said  office,  without  giving  or  suffering  to  be 
given  to  him  any  molestation  or  trouble;  but,  on 
the  contrary, to  afford  him  all  proper  ci 


In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  sub- 
scribed my  name  and  affixed  my  seal  at  Tripoli, 
in  Barbary,  this  sixth  day  of  June,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  five. 

TOBIAS  LEAR. 

[Eitract.] — Colonel  Leai  to  William  Eaton,  Esq. 
TaiP0Li,An«  6,1805. 

In  consequence  of  a  representation  made  to  me 
by  Commodore  Barron,  that  the  present  was  a 
favorable  moment  for  us  to  enter  into  a  negotia- 
tion with  the- Bashaw  of  Tripoli,  and  my  instrne- 
tions  leaving  it  to  the  commander  of  our  forces  in 
this  sea  to  determine  tbe  proper  time  for  such  an 
attempt.  I  repaired  off  this  place  on  the  S6lh  ulti- 
mo, in  tbe  United  States  frigate  Essex,  and  imrae- 
diaiely  opened  a  communication  with  tbe  Bashaw. 
His  demands  were  two  hundred  thouMnd  dollar* 
for  peace  end  ransom,  and  the  delivery  ou  out 
part  of  all  the  Tripolines  in  our  possession,  and  a 
restoration  ofall  their  property.  These  terms  were 
at  once  rejected  in  toto;  and,  after  some  discus- 
sion, I  proposed,  as  the  uUimatum,  that  a  mutual 
delivery  of  prisoners  should  take  place ;  and,  as  he 
had  a  balance  of  more  than  two  hundred  in  hit 
favor,  I  would  give  him  sixty  thousand  dollars  for 
them,  but  not  a  cent  for  peace,  which  shonld  be 
made  on  terms  of  the  moat  favored  nation  with 
whom  he  has  a  treaty,  and  a  regulation  respect- 
ing prisoners,  if  a  future  war  shonld  take  place 
between  our  nations;  and  in  order  to  prevent  any 
fruitless  altercation.  I  declared  1  would  not  go  on 
there  to  complete  ine  business,  unless  these  terms 
were  formally  acceded  to.  The  weather  proving 
bad  for  the  season,  obliged  our  vessels  to  keep  on, 
and  prevented  a  regular  communication  with  the 
shore,  which  prevented  the  completion  of  the  pre- 
liminaries until  the  3d  instant,  when  they  were 
sent  off  to  me  with  the  Bashaw's  seal.  I  imme* 
dialely  went  on  shore,  and  in  twenty-four  hours 
all  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  late  frigate  Phila- 
delphia were  sent  on  board  the  ships. 

ffouod  that  the  heroic  bravery  of  our  few  coun- 
trymen at  Derne,  and  tbe  idea  that  we  had  a  large 
force  and  immense  supplies  at  that  place,  had  made 
a  deep  impression  on  the  Bashaw.  I  kept  up  that 
idea,  and  endeavored  from  thence  to  make  an  ar- 

igement  favorable  to  his  brother,  wbo,  although 

[found  to  be  the  man  whom  many  had  supposed, 
was  yet  entitled  to  some  couiideration  from  na. 
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But  libnnd  that  this  was  impracticable,  and  that, 
ii persisted  io,  would  diivefaim  tomcaiures  which 
iDighE  prove  faial  to  our  country  men  to  bis  power. 
I  iDerefore  engaged,  of  course,  ibat,  on  the  con- 
cIusioD  of  peace,  we  should  withdraw  alt  our 
forces  and  suppiiei  from  Derne,  and  other  parts  of 
his  dominions ;  and  the  Bashaw  engages,  that,  if 
his  brolber  withdraws  himself  quietly  from  nis 
dominioas.  his  wife  and  family  should  be  restored 
to  him.  This  is  all  that  could  be  done,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  the  United  States  will,  if  deserv- 
iiWj  place  him  in  a  situation  as  eligible  as  that  in 
which  he  was  found. 

Cominodon  Itodgien  la  tha  Secntai^  of  the  Navy. 
U.  S.  Ship  CoitaTiTDTioH, 
MiLTA, /uneS,  1805. 
Sir:  I  have  ibe  hooor  to  inform  you  that  the 
preliminaries  of  peace  were  signed  on  the  third 
instant,  between  Joseph,  Bashaw  of  Tripoli,  on 
behalf  of  himself  and  his  suhiecls,  and  Tobias 
Lear,  E^.,  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  and 
Captain  Bainbridge,  facers,  and  crew,  of  the  late 
fri^te  Philadelphia,  liberated  on  the  same  day. 
The  Bashaw,  feeling  too  sensible  that,  bv  a  con- 
tinnauce  of  oDEtinae^,  his  town  would  fall  a  ncri- 
fice  to  our  forces  this  summer,  proposed,  and  ac- 
«ded  to  peace,  on  termi  which  left  us  no  interest 
in  a  refusal  of  nis  wishes,  as  he  acknowledged  that 
ha  felt  sensible  our  efiOTii  would  be  sufficient  to 
ndnee  hia  town,  and  oblige  him  to  retire  to  the 
monnlahia.  This  acknowled^ent  at  once  pre- 
eluded  the  poasibilily  of  acquiring  any  honor  bf 
our  arms,  tiut,  indeed,  the  reverse,  as  it  would  have 
been  persecuting  an  enemy,  w)io,'iD  anticipation 
of  oar  Tenmnce,  in  this  summer's  expedition,  by 
hiaowoacKBOwtcdgmenia,  felt  himself  more  tnan 
lialf>TBn<{Dished — aa4  who,  perhaps,  in  his  savage 
per turba lion,  might  hare  carried  his  resentment 
tn^ihe  sacrifice  of  three  hundred  of  oar  unfortU' 
■•la  connlrymeo  which  chance  had  placed  in  hit 
power.  Fur  your  further  information  on  thii 
■ub^ecl,  1  enclose  you  a  copy  of  the  preliminary 
articles. 

I  am  only  thirty-eight  hours  from  Tripoli,  where 
Lleft  Colonel  Lear,  making  the  necessary  arrange- 
ncnta  for  establishing  Doctor  Ridgle^,  late  sar- 
geoD  of  the  Philadelpbia,  in  charge  of  our  a&irs 
in  that  Regency.  The  purport  of  my  returning 
without  Colonel  Lear  is,  to  carry  the  Tripoline 
prisoners  in  oar  poasessjon  back  to  Tripoli,  and  to 
noake  arTaagemeuts  for  going  with  the  squadron 
In  Tunis,  to  convioce  the  Bey  of  that  R^ocy, 

iwho,  owing  to  our  having  detained,  and  sent  into 
(alta  some  of  hts  vesseb  that  were  going  t 
Tripoli,  in  open  violation  of  the  bloelude,  ha 
shown  a  refractory  disposition,  and  threatened  u 
with  war,)  that  his  menaces  are  more  the  produc 
tion  of  his  ignorance  and  piratical  inclination: 
tten  any  interest  he  can  derive  by  a  rupture  will 
the  United  States.  This  will  be  a  favorable  mo- 
BMiu  to  oblige  this  gentleman  lo  relinquish  his 
imprudent  and  unwarruitable  demands  against 
the  United  States ;  and,  at  tha  same  time^  to  con- 
iliv«ly  hii  inter- 


est to  cultivate  onr  friendship,  as  it  is  ours  to  avoid 
r.  However,  1  feel  sensible  that  he  knowi 
itrn  vulnerability  too  well  ever  willingly  to 
give  us  decided  cause  to  make  him  feel  our  re- 
sentment, by  the  exercise  of  such  a  force  as  we 
at  present  have  in  the  Med  iter  rauean. 

The  Ceres,  store  shifL  from  Baltimore,  arrived 
._.>re  thirteen  days  ago,  but  I  did  not  receive  your 
advices  of  the  9th.  and  27th  of  March,  nutil  the 
third  instant,  off  Tripoli.  Neither  the  John  Ad' 
ims,  either  of  the  gunboats,  or  the  othn  store 
hip  from  Baltimore,  has  arrived  yet 

Commodore  Barron  having  resigned  the  com- 
mand of  the  squadron  no  longer  ago  than  the 
twenty-second  ultimo,  my  being  off  Tripoli  ever 
since,  and  the  multiplicity  of  business  I  have  at 
present  oo  hand,  prevents  my  writing  yoo  so  fully 
as  1  could  wish,  particularly  as  I  am  at  this  mo- 
ment getting  uader  way  for  Syracuse,  to  take  on 
board  the  prisoners,  to  carry  them  to  Tripoli. 

I  never  thought,  mysell^  that  the  lives  (uf  tb« 
American  prisoner*  were  io  any  danger. 
I  have  the  honor.  Ax. 

JOHN  R0DGER8. 

Hon.  RoBBiT  Smith,  Secrelars  cf  Miey. 

William  E!*ton  to  Conunodore  Rodg«n. 

U.  S.  FniQATB  COHBTITDTION,  OFF 

Dbbub,  Jv/ne  30.  1805. 
Sin :  At  six  o'clock,  P.  M.,  of  the  eleventh  in- 
stant, Captain  Campbell  anchored  in  this  ro*d| 
at  eight,  sent  Lieutenant  Wederstraodt  with  yonr 
letter  of  the  6ih,  and  Colonel  Lear's  of  the  Stb, 
announcing  the  conclusion  of  peace  with  Joseph, 
Bashaw  of  Tripoli,  and,  consequently,  requirmg 
me  to  evacuate  this  post ;  and,  the  next  morning, 
a  letter  from  his  own  hand,  advising  me  that  his 
ship  would  receive  my  garrison.  About  nine 
o'clock,  the  Captain  came  on  shore,  attended  by  a 
few  of  his  officers,  whom  1  accompanied  into 
mwD.  I  now  communicated  to  the  Bashaw  the 
news  of  peace,  on  our  part,  with  his  brother,  and 
the  convention  that  his  family  should  be  restored 
to  him,  on  condition  of  his  quietly  withdrawing 
himself  from  the  kingdom.  He  saidj  be  had  no 
safety  but  in  leaving  the  country  with  ua.  and 
even  this  woald  he  impossible  with  him,  and  haz- 
ardous to  us,  if  the  project  should  transpire  before 
carried  into  efiect;  despair  wonld  drive  his  adhe- 
rents  to  revenge,  aad  we  must  fall  victims  lo  it 
1.  consequently,  sept  up  the  idea  of  an  attack  on 
the  enemy — an  idea  which  had  been  excited  fay  *. 
report  that  reinforcements  had  been  brought  out 
in  the  frigate  for  this  purpose — and,  accordingly, 
seEit  ammunilton  and  extra  rations  to  be  distrib- 
uted among  our  Moorish  and  Arab  troops,^  and 
despatched  spies  to  ascertain  the  enemy's  position. 
With  the  same  apparent  view,  I  inspected  the  gar- 
rison, ordered  them  to  be  divested  of  all  heavy 
baggage,  and  to  be  held  at  their  posts  in  readiness 
to  advance  at  theword.  Ateigbtin  theevening, 
I  placed  patrols  of  marines  to  stop  intercourse  be- 
tween the  town  and  oar  posts.  This  was  a  usual 
precaution  at  this  hour,  with  the  only  difference 
that,  on  ordinair  occasions,  this  dnty  ««■  done 
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by  routine.  In  the  mean  lime,  alt  (he  CoDstellB- 
tion's  boats  were  laid  along  side  our  Trharf ;  I  or- 
dered the  caprain  of  cannoniers  to  embark  hia 
compaof,  with  the  field-pieces,  and  a  ten  inch 
howitzer  which  fell  into  our  handi  on  lbs  27ih 


April,  and  aftn  (Dem  the  Greek  company, 
wai  executed  with  silence  and  alacrity,  bu 
aEtoniibment.     The  '     ' 


their 
posit.  When  the  boats  were  seen  returning,  I 
sent  a  measeneer  to  the  Bashaw,  requesting  an 
interview.  Understanding  the  purport  of  this 
message,  he  immediatelf  repaired  to  the  fort  with 
his  retinue,  dismounted,  and  embarked  in  the 
boati.  The  marines  followed,  with  the  Americsn 
officers.  WfaeD  ail  were  securely  oS,  I  embarked 
ia  a  amall  boat  I  bad  retained  for  the  purpose,  and 
had  just  time  to  save  my  distance,  when  ilie  shore, 
our  cftmp,  and  the  battery,  were  crowded  with 
distracted  soldiery  and  populace,  some  calling  on 
the  Bashaw,  some  on  me;  some  uttering  shrieks, 
some  execrations.  Finding  we  were  out  of  reach, 
they  fell  upon  our  tents  and  horses,  which  were 
left  standing,  carried  them  off,  and  prepared  them- 
selves for  night.  My  garrison,  together  with  the 
Bashaw  and  suiie,  were  all  on  txiard  the  Constel- 
lation about  two  in  the  morning.  Before  break 
of  day  our  Arabs  were  all  off  to  the  mountains, 
and  with  them,  (ueb  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
town  as  had  means  to  fly,  taking  away  with  them 
erery  living  aoionl  fit  for  subsistence  or  burden, 
which  belonged  to  the  place.  This  marniofc,  a 
ehoux  from  Tripoli,  who  came  out  in  the  frigate, 
went  on  shore  under  ■  flag  of  truce,  and  carried 
letters  of  amnesty  from  Joseph  Bashaw  to  the 
people  of  Derne,  on  condition  of  their  reCnrn  to 
ailegianoe.  He  stated,  on  bis  return,  that  nothing 
bat  despair  depicted  itself  in  the  visages  of  the 
few  wretched  inhabitants  who  remained  j  that 
they  rejected  -Joseph  Bashaw's  terms  of  pardon, 
declaring  they  knew  his  perfidy  too  well  to  suffer 
themselves  to  be  enaoared  hy  it,  and  that  they 
were  resolved  to  defend  themselves,  to  the  last 
moment,  from  their  terraces  and  walls  of  their 
boDsea,  against  his  troops.  Ic  is  to  be  hoped  the 
position  they  have  taken,  may  termioaie  in  an  ac- 
commodation, aod  save  the  tragedy  that  menaces 
them.  It  is  now  twelve  o'clock,  and  we  see  no 
symptoms  of  the  enemr's  troops  advancing  to- 
wardathetown.  This, however, may  beaccoant- 
ed  for  on  other  principles  than  thoas  of  humanity 
or  arrangement.  On  the  arrival  of  the  Constella- 
tioD,  the  idea  impressed  itself  on  tbem  also,  that 
she  hroiwbt  troops  and  supplies  i  in  consequence 
of  which,  they  decamped  disorderly,  and  retired 
with  precipitation  to  a  post  fifteen  miles  in  the 
rear,  towards  the  dexerL  It  is  possible  they  may 
not  f  et  have  heard  of  our  evacuation.  In  a  few 
minutes  more  we  shall  lose  sight  of  the  devoted 
city  which  has  experienced  as  strange  a  reverse,  in 
as  short  a  time.a-j  ever  was  recorded  in  the  disas- 
ters of  war — thrown  from  proud  success  and  el- 
evated prospects  into  an  abyss  of  hopeless  wretcb- 
tdneas.  Six  hour*  ago,  the  enemy  were  seeking 
nleiy  from  them  by  nignt ;  this  moment,  we  drop 
tbem  from  outs  into  the  hands  of  this  enemy,for  no 
other  crime  but  too  much  coofidenee  io  us.    The 


man  whose  fortunes  we  have  accompanied  thut 
far,  experiences  a  reverse  as  striking.  He  fails, 
from  the  most  flattering  prospects  of  a  kingdoot, 
(0  beggary. 

Our  peace  with  Tripoli  is  certainly  more  favor- 
able,  and,  considered  separately,  more  honorable 
than  any  peace  obtained  by  any  Christian  nation 
with  a  Barbary  Regency,  at  any  period  within  a 
hundred  years.  But.  it  might  have  been  more 
favorable  and  more  nooorable.  It  now  remains, 
however,  to  dispose  of  the  instrument  we  have 
used  in  obtaining  this  peace,  in  sucb  b  manner  as 
to  acquit  our  conscience  and  honor.  This  will 
require  some  diplomatic  skill. 

My  despatches  to  Commodore  BBrron,  of  the 
fifteenth  ultimo,  and  continued  to  the  eleventh- 
Instant,  accompanying  this  to  your  address,  is  a 
matter  rendered  proper  by  the  transfer  of  the- 
squadron  to  your  command.  Under  actual  ci^ 
cumstances,  they  can  be  of  little  import,  hut  may, 
nevertheless,  gratify  a  curiosity. 

The  duties  understood  to  be  annexed  to  my  ap- 
pointment in  the  Navy  Depaiimeni,  having  ceased 
with  the  war,  1  have  no  reasons  for  remaining  anr 
longer  in  this  sea.  1  request,  therefore,  you  will 
have  the  goodneas  to  allow  me  a  passage  in  the 
first  ship  of  war  of  your  squadron  which  you  may 
despatch  to  the  United  States. 

I  flatter  myself  with  il 
ing  on  you  at  Syracuse  ii: 

In  the  meantime- 1  have  the  honor,  &c. 

WILLIAM  EATON. 

John  RoDOEiia,  Esq.,  &,c. 


Commander-io'chief  of  our  allied  forces  in  om  King- 
dom of  Tripoli. 

Withoutplacing  in  view  the  misfortunes  wbiob 
so  long  pursued  me,  I  cannot  forbear  expreasing 
to  you,  at  this  moment  of  our  final  separation,  the 
deep  aenae  of  gratitude  I  feel  for  your  generous 
and  manly  exertions  in  my  bebair  Be  assured, 
that,  in  whatever  situation  the  will  of  God  shall 
place  me,  I  shall  always  bear  this  impression  of 
gratitude  on  my  heart. 

On  retutniog  to  yoar  happy  country,  to  which 
I  wish  you  a  safe  [n^sage,  I  request  you  will  ex- 
press to  your  Sovereign  my  cordial  thanks  for  his 
manifestations  of  friendship  towards  me.  Had 
it  Ijeen  ordained  that  measures  might  have  been 
carried  forward  to  the  attainment  of  my  wishes, 
the  restoration  of  my  rightful  dominions  to  me,  it 
woold  certainly  have  been  cause  of  eternal  grati- 
tude. But,  it  IS  true,  my  own  means  were  small. 
I  know,  indeed,  they  did  not  answer  your  reason- 
able expectations.  And  this,  I  am  ready  to  ad- 
mit, is  a  good  reason  why  you  should  not  chooee 
to  persevere  in  an  enterprise  hazardous  in  itself, 
and  perhaps  doubtful  in  its  issue.  I  snbmit  to  the 
will  of  God,  and  thank  the  King  of  America,  and 
all  hisservants,  for  tbetr  kind  dispositions  towards 
me.  Situated  as  I  am,  you  must  still  allow  me 
to  aak  another  expression  of  your  friendship.  You 
tell  me  that  that  in  your  treaty  with  Juasuff  Ba- 
shaw, my  perfidious  brother,  he  baa  promised  to 
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restore  to  me  my  family.  1  pray  you  will  use 
your  iDllueDce  niih  your  Admiral  lo  permit  oae 
of  your  ressels  to  go  aud  ask  for  ihem,  and  thai 
he  will  give  me  the  meansof  repairing,  with  some 
BDiall  Hssislance  to  enable  me  to  subsist  myself 
aud  auite,  into  some  country  where  I  may  hope  to 
spend  the  residue  of  my  days  in  peace. 

Again  I  repeat  to  you  my  love  Eind  esteem,  and 
1  send  honor  and   lonz  life   to  your  sorereiga, 
which,  may  the  merciful  God  confirm  to  bim. 
[HameCt  Setd.'] 
Done  at  Syractise,  the  29tb  day  of  June,  1805. 

'WiUiam  Eaton  to  Commodore  Bodgers. 

SvBAccaE.  June  30,  1805. 

1  have  been,  yesterday  and  Co-day,  occupied 
iritb  the  proceedings  and  records  of  the  court  of 
iDquiry  on  Captain  Bainbridge,  which  is  the  rea- 
son I  did  not  wait  oa  you,  on  board,  yesterday 
morning. 

Enclosed  is  a  copy,  by  translation,  of  a  letter 
Hamet  Bashaw  has  written  me,  dated  29lh.  This, 
I  think,  ia  enough  to  do  away  any  insinuations 
coDceiniag  our  mtercourse  with  this  Prince,  in- 
jurious to  the  honor  of  the  United  States.  He 
tells  me  he  shall  write  to  the  same  effect  to  the 
PresideDI. 

To-morrow  morning,  I  will  do  myself  the  honor 
to  wait  on  you  with  a  statement  of  the  pay  due 
the  troops  who  served  with  me  through  the  desert 
of  Derne. 

Mr.  Lear  lo  the  Sceretu;  of  Sute. 

U.  S.  FrIOATE  COKBTITUTION, 

SvHACosE  Habbob,  July  5,  1805. 
Sib:  Since  I  had  the  honor  uf  addressing  you 
under  date  of  the  third  of  November,  I  have 
thought  it  my  duty  to  remain  in  the  vicinity  of 
Tripoli,  that  1  might  be  at  band  for  enieriog  into 
a  negotiation  with  the  Bashaw,  wheneVer  be 
ahould  give  evideuce  of  a  disposition  Co  do  so  on 

Koper  terms,  and  I  accordingly  look  up  my  resi- 
nee  at  Malta,  being  well  assured  that  nothing 
would  occur  to  make  my  presence  necessary  at 
Algiers  durinr  the  winter,  and  knowing  thai  the 
Dey  was  perlectly  sali.sGed  as  to  the  cause  of  my 
extended  absence  from  his  dominions. 

On  the  38(b  of  December,  I  received  a  letter 
from  Don  Qerardo  Joseph  de  Tauza,  ibe  Spanish 
Consul  at  Tripoli,  slating  (hat,  on  the  17(h  of 
December,  he  baa  a  private  audience  with  the 
Bashaw  of  Tripoli,  on  the  business  of  his  nation. 
which  being  over,  the  Bashaw  introduced  the 
subject  of  this  war  with  the  United  States,  and 
expressed  his  willingness  to  conclude  it,  if  the 
Americans  were  disposed  to  come  forward  on 
proper  grounds.  The  Spanish  Consul  answered, 
that  he  presumed  they  would  have  no  objection 
to  finish  the  war  upon  honorable  terms.  There, 
he  says,  the  subject  was  dropped;  and  he  took 
the  liberty  of  making  this  communication  to  me, 
having  heard  that  I  was  in  Malta — adding,  as  his 
own  opinion,  that,  if  I  would  come  over  lo  Tripoli 
in  a  flag  of  truce,  he  had  no  doubt  but  a  peace 


might  sooQ  be  concluded  on  honorable  and  salii- 
factory  terms.  As  I  had  reason  to  believe  that 
this  communication  waa  made  to  me  with  the 
knowledge,  if  not  by  the  express  desire  of  the 
Bashaw,  i  felt  in  no  haste  to  reply  to  it,  as  I  wai 
persuaded  that,  if  he  then  discovered  a  desire  to 
terminate  the  business,  he  would  be  mote  anxious 
to  do  so  when  the  season  for  active  operations 
should  approach.  On  the  28lh  of  March,  Com- 
modore Barron  sent  a  small  vessel  to  Tripoli, 
with  clothing.  So:.,  for  our  captive  countrymen ; 
and  by  that  occasion  I  acknowledged  the  receipt 
of  the  Spanish  Consul's  letter,  and  observed  to 
him,  that,  as  we  had  last  year  made  several  over- 
tures  lo  the  Bashaw  for  peace,  which  bad  been 
rejected,  he  might  be  assured  that  we  should  never 
make  the  first  advance  again  on  that  suhjecL  But 
that,  notwithstanding  our  force  In  this  sea  was 
very  considerable,  and  would,  at  the  proper  sea- 
son, act  with  decided  vigor,  yet,  we  should  be 
ready  to  receive  aad  consider  any  pTapoBiiions 
which  might  come  from  the  Bashaw  before  that 
season  arrived,  provided  such  propositioas  were 
compatible  with  the  dignity  and  rising  character 
of  our  nation,  and  tending  loan  honorable  and 
permanent  peace. 

On  the  21st  of  April,  I  received,  by  the  return 
of  ihe  same  vessel  from  Tripoli,  another  letter 
from  the  Spanish  Consul,  saying,  that  he  had  com- 
municated to  the  Bashaw  the  contents  of  my  let- 
ter of  the  28th  of  March,  who  had  directed  him 
to  inform  me  that,  lo  show  his  disposition  to  end 
the  war,  he  would  make  a  proposition,  viz  :  that 
Ihe  United  States  should  pay  him  two  hundred 
thousaud  dollars  for  peace  and  ransom,  and  de- 
liver up  to  him,  gratis,  ull  his  subjects  in  their 
power,  and  make  restitution  of  the  properly  taken 
from  them.  The  Spanish  Consul  added,  thai  he 
considered  the  propositions  of  the  Bashaw  rather 
intended  to  form  ihe  basis  for  opening  a  ncKOtia- 
tion,  than  made  with  an  expectation  of  heing 
granted.  At  the  same  time,  he  mentioned  the 
mode  of  communication  which  might  be  punned, 
if  I  should  think  proper  to  come  off  Tripoli, 
with  a  view  to  opening  a  negotiation.  These 
propositions  were  so  completely  inadmissiUe 
that,  tStei  communicating  them  to  Commodore 
Barron,  I  thought  no  more  of  them,  fully  ex- 
pecting further  advances,  eitber  through  the  same 
or  some  other  channel,  as  it  evidently  appeared 
to  he  Ihe  wish  of  the  Bashaw  to  open  a  nego- 

Between  the  lime  last  mentioned  and  the  18th 
of  May,  there  were  intimations  made,  in  various 
ways,  of  the  disposition  of  the  Bashaw  to  treat, 
but  none  in  a  direct  or  official  manner.  On  that 
day.  Commodore  Barron  wrote  me  the  letter  No. 
1,  to  which,  on  the  19ih,  I  returned  the  answer 
No.  2}  and,  on  the  22d,  be  informed  me  he  had 
relinquished  the  command  of  the  squadron  lo 
Captain  Rodgers.  On  the  34ih,  1  embarked  on 
board  the  United  States  frigate  Essex,  Captain 
James  Barron,  to  proceed  to  Tripoli.  On  the 
36ih,  in  the  morning,  we  saw  the  town  of  Tripoli, 
distant  about  ten  miles, and,  at  the  same  lime,  the 
United  States  frigalea  Constitutioo  and  President 
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At  tes  o'clock,  A.  M.,  Captain  Barron  &nd  my- 
«pir  went  on  buaril  the  former,  when  Capiain 
BodgeiT  received  the  letter  of  Gommodore  Bar- 
ron, relioquisbioz  to  bim  the  command  of  the 
cquadroD,  &c.  He  returned  with  us  to  ihs  Essex, 
when  we  stood  in  for  (he  Iowq,  and,  within  a 
abort  distance  from  ibe  battery,  hoisted  the  white 
fla^i  which  was  immediately  answered  by  the 
same  from  ibe  Bashaw's  castle.  In  half  an  hour, 
s  boat  came  oO;  with  the  Spanish  CodbuI  aod  an 
officer  of  tbeBashaw.  I  informed  theSpaoisb  Con- 
sul that  I  hsd,aereeably  lo  the  desire  of  the  Bashaw 
to  treat,  come  for  that  purpose;  but  that  the  prop- 
ositions which  had  been  made  ihrousb  bim  (ilie 
Spanish  Consul^  were  totally  oat  of  tne  question, 
aod  must  be  relinijujshcd  before  I  would  consent 
to  moTe  one  step  in  the  business ;  and  that,  if  I 
had  not  ibe  most  uoetjuivocal  erideoce  that  they 
vould  be  put  aside  ■□  toto,  I  would  not  go  on 
shore  ;  and  told  him  he  had  better  return  with  my 
delerroi nation,  and  come  off  Hgain  the  next  day, 
iftbe  Bashaw  was  desirous  ofhajint;  peace  on 
lenns  which  we  could  admit.  He-  lefi  the  ship ; 
and  the  wind,  during  the  nigfat,  blew  so  heavily 
on  shore  that  the  ships  were  obliged  to  stand  o^ 
and  were  not  able  to  come  ia  near  the  town  again 
until  the  29th ;  when,  at  nine,  A.  M.,  the  Spanish 
Consul  came  on  board,  bringing  the  tiseara  or 
commission  a(  the  Bashaw  to  treat,  on  his  part, 
on  the  principal  points  of  accommodation.  We 
now  removed  from  the  Essex  to  ihe  Constitution. 
The  Bashaw  relinquished  all  pretensions  to  a  pay- 
ment for  peace,  or  any  future  demand,  of  atty  na- 
ture whatever ;  but  demanded  the  sum  of  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty  thousand  dollars  for  the  lansom  o( 
our  countrymen,  and  the  delivery  of  his  subjects 
gratis.  To  this  I  objected  asstrongly  as  to  the  first 
proposition  ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  in  discus- 
sing the  subject,  1  told  the  Spanish  Consul  that,  to 
prerent  unnecessary  delay  and  altercation,  I  would 
ii»e  bim  in  writing  my  ulitTnaium,  which  must 
be  at  once  decided  upon,  viz :  thai  there  should  be 
an  exchange  of  prisoners,  man  for  man,  as  far  as 
they  would  go ;  that  the  Bashaw  should  send  all 
tbe  Americans  in  his  power  on  board  the  squad- 
ron now  off  Tripoli;  tbat  his  subjects  should  be 
brought  over  from  Syracuse,  and  delivered  to  him 
with  all  convenient  speed;  and,  as  he  had  three 
hundred  Americans,  more  or  less,  and  we  one 
hundred  Tripolitans,  more  or  less,  I  would  engage 
lo  ^vehim  for  the  balance  in  his  ravoT  sixty  thou- 
sand dollars;  that  a  treaty  of  peace  should  be 
made  upon  honorable  and  mutually  beneficial 
terms.  With  this,  he  went  on  shore  in  tbe  eve- 
ning, but  apparently  without  any  expectation  of 
it*  Being  accepted. 

Od  the  30th,  at  11.  A.  M,,  the  Spanish  Consul 
came  again  on  board  the  Constitation,  and  urged 
me  very  strongly  to  so  on  shore,  where  every 
thing,  he  said,  should  he  satisfactorily  arranged  ; 
but,  as  I  had  determined  not  to  deviate  from 
Ihe  ground  I  had  taken,  {  declined,  stating  to 
him,  that  it  now  depended  on  the  Bashaw  to 
terminate  tbe  business  by  a  single  word,  and 
thai  very  little  time  more  would  be  given  for  thai 
purpose.    He  requested  permission  to  send  a  let- 


ter on  shore,  to  which  be  would  await  an  answer; 
this  was  granted ;  and,  on  receiving  an  answer  ' 
10  his  letter,  he  again  urged  my  going  on  shore  in 
the  strongest  terms.  This  I  steadily  refused  to 
do.  Tbe  wind  increasing  obliged  the  ship  to 
stand  off.  and  prevented  the  Spanish  Consul  from 
going  OD  shore  this  night. 

At  8,  A.  M.,  on  the  31st  of  May,  the  Spanish 
insul  went  on  shore,  promising  to  come  OQ  again 
a  few  hours,  with  the  Bashaw's  answer.  At 
ton,  be  came  off,  and  said  that  the  Bashaw  had 
at  length  agreed  to  tbe  sum  of  ^ixty  thousand 
dollars  for  the  balance  of  the  prisoners;  but  thai 
he  could  not  think  of  delivering  up  the  Ameri- 
-  until  his  subjects  were  ready  to  be  delivered 
m ;  and  again  urged  me  to  go  on  shore.  I 
told  him,  in  one  word,  that  the  business  had  al' 
ready  been  protracted  beyond  what  I  conceived 
10  be  a  reasonable  time;  but,  as  the  weather  yes- 
terday would  not  admit  of  our  countrymen  being 
sent  on  board,  1  would  allow  the  Bashaw  twenty- 
four  hours  from  ibis  time  to  agree  to  my  proposi- 
tions in  toto,  or  reject  them.  He  begged  for  fnr- 
:her  time,  but  without  effect,  and  len  (he  ship  at 
5,  P.  M. 

At  11,  A.  M.  June  1st.  our  unfartuoaie  country- 
man. Captain  Buinbridge,  came  on  board,  who 
had  oeen  permitted  lo  come  oK,  under  the  guar- 
anty of  Ihe  Danish  Consul  and  Sidi  Mahomet 
Dgnies,  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Afltiirs.  He  as- 
sured me  that  the  Americans  would  not  b«  deli- 
vered up  until  a  Treaty  of  Peace  should  be  made 
with  the  Bashaw,  as  peace  was  more  his  object 
than  the  sum  he  might  get  for  the  captives  ;  and, 
as  it  was  our  intention  to  conclude  a  treaty,  it 
would  be  cruel  to  let  our  countrymen  languish  in 
captivity,  merely  ou  (he  punctilio  of  negotiating 
the  treaty  before  or  after  their  delivery,  as  what- 
ever related  to  (hem  was  already  understood,  1 
informed  him  of  all  which  had  passed  between 
the  Spanish  Consul  and  myself,  and  told  him  (hat, 
as  the  Spanish  Consul  had  come  on  board  as  the 
commissioner  of  (be  Bashaw,  wi(h  his  credentials, 
which  he  had  delivered  to  me,  I  considered  the 
business  as  now  brought  nearly  to  a  close,  and 
tbat  a  very  short  time  remained  for  the  Bashaw  to 
make  up  his  mirtd.  However,  as  I  should  make 
no  difference  in  the  terms  of  tbe  treaty,  whether 
it  should  be  drawn  up  before  or  after  the  delivery 
of  the  prisoners,  I  would  enter  into  an  immediate 
negotiation  for  that  purpose  with  any  proper 
character  whom  the  Bashaw  might  send  on  ouard, 
duly  authorized,  but  I  would  hare  nothing  morf 
to  do  with  the  Spanish  Consul.  Bui  the  Ameri- 
cans should  be  sent  on  board,  without  waitins  the 
arrival  of  the  Tripolines  from  Syracuse.  Cap- 
lain  B.  left  as  in  the  evening,  and  went  on  shore. 
In  the  forenoon  of  the  Sd  of  June,  Mr.  Ffissen, 
His  Danish  Majesty's  Consul  at  Tripoli,  came  off 
to  the  Constitution,  bringing  a  commission  from 
(he  Bashaw  to  negotiate  with  me  on  the  articles 
of  the  treaty.  As  1  had  a  sketch  prepared,  I  com- 
municated it  to  Mr.  Niasen,  who  observed  that 
there  were  some  articles  more  favorable  to  the 
United  Stales  than  were  to  be  found  in  any  treaty 
which  the  Bashaw  had  with  any  oiber  naiioo; 
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yet  he  would  take  (hem  ob  shore  and  aabmit  Ihem 
to  the  Bashaw,  ^e  did  so,  and  reiaraed  on  board 
■gftin  about  4  P.  M.,  aa^JD);  that  the  Bashaw 
Lad  acceded  Id  the  aiticle*,  but  was  very  de- 
•iroDs  of  bavio;  an  article  expreuire  of  our 
determiDitioD  to  withdraw  our  forces,  &c.  from 
Deme,  and  that  we  should  endearor  lo  persuade 
his  brother  to  leare  his  domiaioos.  To  the 
first  1  could  bare  no  objection,  as  it  would  be  a 
tMtural  consequence  of  peace;  out  I  iDsisted  that, 
if  his  brotber  shonld  leave  bn  territory,  he  should 
bave  bis  wife  and  family  restored  to  him.  Mr. 
Nisaen  ihougbt  the  latter  clause  would  meet  ob- 
jeclioit.     However,  he  took  it  on  shore. 

In  the  morniDg  of  the  3d  of  Jane.  Mr.  Nissen 
came  on  board  ai^ain,  and  declared  that  the  Ba- 
diaw  would  not  agree  to  deliver  the  wife  and  chil- 
dren of  his  brother.  I  adhered  to  that  part  of  the 
article,  and,  after  a  little  time,  he  went  on  sbore, 
saying  that,  if  the  Bashaw  still  persisted  in  refu- 
aiDg  that  part  «f  the  arlicle^e  while  flag  should 
be  hauled  down  on  shore.  When  Mr.  Nissen  had 
left  us,  I  told  Commodore  Rodgers,  and  Captain 
Smith,  of  Ihe  Vixen,  who  was  on  board,  that,  if 
the  Bashaw  should  persist  in  his  opposition  to 
that  article,  I  would  not  suffer  the  business  to  be 
broken  off,  and  leave  otir  countrymen  in  slavery, 
bni  would,  at  all  hazard*,  take  a  boat  and 
diore.  if  the  white  flag  ibould  be  hauled 
At  4,  P,  M.,  Mr.  Nissen  came  off  again  with  the 
seal  of  the  Bashaw  to  the  preliminary  articles; 
but  with  a  condition  that  time  shoald  be  allowed 
for  the  delivery  of  the  wife  and  family  of  his 
brother.  I  coDMnted  to  it,  aad  we  went  on  board 
the  Viien  to  stand  into  the  harbor.  When  we 
were  near  the  town,  we  fired  a  gun,  and  hauled 
down  the  white  flag.     A  salute  of  twenty-one 

fans  was  fired  from  the  batteries,  and  answered 
y  the  Constitution.  I  went  into  the  harbor  in 
the  Cod Btiiu lion's  barM,  wilh  the  Bag  of  the 
United  States  displayed,  and  was  received  at  the 
landiag  place  by  the  AmericaD  officers,  who  had 
been  in  captivity,  with  a  sensibility  more  easily 
to  be  conceived  than  described.  An  immense 
concourse  of  people  crowded  the  shore,  and  filled 
the  streets,  all  signifying  their  pleasure  on  the 
conclusion  of  the  peace. 

This,  I  believe,  is  the  first  instance  where  a 
peace  has  been  concluded  by  any  of  the  Baibary 
States  on  board  a  ship  of  war.  I  must  here  pay 
k  tribnleof  justice  to  Commodore  Bodrers,  whose 
conduct,  during  the  nesotiatiou  on  ooard,  was 
mixed  with  thitmanlyfitmnesa  and  evident  wish 
to  continue  the  war,  if  ii  coold  be  done  wilh  pro- 
priety, while  he  displayed  the  magnanimity  of  an 
American,  in  declaring  that  we  fought  not  for 
conquest,  but  to  maintain  our  just  rights  and  na- 
tional  dignity,  as  fully  convinced  the  negotiators 
that  we  did  not  ask,  bat  grant  peace.  You  will 
pardon  me  if  I  here  introduce 


breakfast  this  morning.  Commodore  Rodgers  ob- 
served that,  if  the  Bashaw  would  consent  to  de- 
liver up  our  countrymen  without  making  peace, 
he  would  en^ge  to  give  him  two  hundred  Ihon- 
■and  dollars  mstead  of  sixty  thousand,  and  raise 


the  difference  between  the  two  sums  from  the 
officers  of  the  navy,  who,  be  was  peifecily  assured, 
would  contribute  to  it  wilh  ine  bighesi  satit- 
faciioo. 

la  the  evening  I  visited  Sidi  Mahomet  I^bic^ 
whom  1  found  a  sensible,  liberal,  and  well-io- 
formed  man.  He  is  a  great  friend  of  ours,  and 
has  always  been  opposed  to  the  war  with  us. 

On  the  4th  of  June,  at  11,  A.  M.,  the  flag-staff 
was  raised  on  the  American  house  and  the  flag 
of  the  United  States  displayed,  which  was  imme- 
diately saluted  wilh  twenty-one  guns  from  the 
castle  and  forts,  and  returned  by  the  Constitution, 
and  all  our  unfortunate  coantrymen  sent  off  od 
board  their  ships.  At  noon  I  bad  an  audience 
of  the  Bashaw,  by  appointment,  and  was  received 
with  every  mark  of  respect  and  attention.  He 
paid  me  many  compliments,  and  expressed  him- 
self on  the  peace  with  much  manliness.  He  is  a 
man  of  very  good  presence,  manly  and  dignified, 
and  has  not,  in  his  appearance,  so  mncb  of  the  ty- 
rant as  he  has  been  represented  to  be.  His  court 
was  much  more  superb  than  thai  of  Algiers.  We 
spoke  but  little  on  the  subject  of  the  treat*,  Ac. 
He  observed  that  he  had  given  stronger  evideneea 
of  his  confidence  in  us  than  he  had  ever  before 
given  to  any  nation.  He  had  delivered  our  peo- 
ple before  ne  bad  received  his  own  ;  and,  as  to 
the  money  he  was  to  receive,  it  was  merely  nom- 
inal— the  sum  was  nothing — but  it  was  impossi- 
ble to  deliver  them  wilhoat  something.  The  other 
articles  of  the  treaty  I  might  form  as  I  {rieased  ; 
being  convinced  I  would  not  insert  anything 
which  was  not  just.  I  returned  his  complimenli, 
and  assured  him  be  wonid  find  our  nation  as  jutl 
as  he  had  found  them  brave  and  persevering. 

On  the  6th  of  June,  the  Constiiulian  sailed  for 
Malta  and  Syracuse,  to  return  to  Tripoli  with  the 
money  and  Ihe  Tripoline  prisoners.  The  Con- 
stellation sailed  also  for  Derne,  to  bring  off  the 
few  of  our  conntrymen  who  might  be  tnere.  I 
remained  at  Tripoli  till  Ihe  reiam  of  the  Conati- 
tution,  to  establish  an  agent  and  make  a  final  set- 
tlement of  our  business  there.  Dr.  John  Ridgely, 
of  Maryland,  late  surgeon  of  the  Philadelphia,  wu 
strongly  recommended  as  a  (iroper  person  to  re- 
side al  Tripoli  till  the  pleasure  of  the  President 
was  known,  and  I  accordingly  appointed  him,  at 
will  be  seen  by  the  enclosed  power  and  letter  of 
instructions. 

On  the  lOih,  1  sent  to  the  Bashaw  two  copies 
of  the  treaty,  with  translations  in  the  Arabic  lan- 
guage, to  he  signed  by  him  and  bis  divan.  He 
requested  me  to  attend  the  divan  and  see  tbeftnm 
of  business  there;  andas  this  is  a  favor  never  before 
granted  to  a  Christian,  he  gave  it  as  an  evidence 
of  his  respect,  &e.  I  accordingly  attended,  and 
was  seated  on  the  same  seat  with  the  Bashaw,  on 
his  right  hand.  Great  order  and  solemnity  weR 
observed,  i  presented  the  treaty  to  the  Bashaw, 
who  delivered  it  to  his  first  secretary  lo  read  arti- 
cle by  article.  Some  observations  and  short  de- 
bates took  place  on  several  of  the  articles,  but  the 
Bashaw  appeared  to  explain  them  satisfactorily 
After  the  whole  was  read,  the  form  of  its  present 
ation  and  acceptance  was  written  by  the  sectett- 
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rt,  and  the  seali  of  the  Baahaw  and  meniben  of 
the  diraa  affixed  Co  ihe  two  copies :  ooe  of  which 
the  Basbaw  delivered  lo  me  in  a  aoleiiiD  maniier, 
and  with  many  eipressiooE  of  friendship.  [He 
speaks  ffood  luliaa.] 

On  ihe  17ih  the  CanaiitutioD  arrived,  but  the 
wind  was  too  high  to  admit  of  her  lanaiag  the 
Tripolines  or  moaey  ;  on  the  18th,  both  were 
sent  on  shore  ;  but  instead  of  one  hundred  Tripo- 
lines, there  were  only  forty-eight,  and  forty-one 
blacki.  Seven  had  been  carried  to  the  United 
States  by  Commodore  Preble,  and  1  coald  never 
obtain  an  accurate  account  of  the  whole  number. 
I  had  the  Bashaw's  tifcara  respeeting  those  who 
had  been  taken  by  Commodore  Dale,  which  had 
been  lett  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Nissen,  which  I 
found  expressed- IweDtf -one  Tripolines  and  Turks, 
for  whom  and  their  goods  seven  Americans  were 
to  have  been  delivered.  I  was,  therefore,  obliged 
to  make  it  appear  that  the  blacks  were  his  sub- 

{'ecis,  and  were  to  be  included  in  the  exchange. 
found  no  difficulty  in  the  case,  though  I  am  sure 
he  was  not  convinced  of  the  propriety  of  it.  Those 
in  the  United  Stales,  I  assured  him.  would  be  re- 
turned by  the  first  opportunity.  Tne  sixty  thou- 
sand doflais  were  paid,  and  a  receipt  therefor 
fiven  on  Ihe  treaty  left  with  Dr.  Ridgely,  and  a 
nplicate  iherelor,  which  is  enclosed.  No  consu- 
lar present  is  mentioned  in  the  treatyj  bntthat,it  is 
understood,  will  be  given,  as  usual  with  all  nation^ 
when  a  consul  shall  be  sent;  ii  does  not  exceed 
six  hundred  dollars,  and  the  particulars  I  shall 
send  in  my  next,  as  I  shall  also  my  accounts, 
which  cannot  yet  be  adjusted,  as  our  quarantine 
at  Malta  did  not  admit  of  my  having  that 


ha^y  to  inform  that  it  arrived  in  sood  lime,  and 
in  fine  order,  and  was  more  valuable,  as  it  relates 
to  the  United  States,  than  a  rargo  of  money  would 
have  been  at  that  time.  It  was  received,  as  in- 
tended, as  a  proof  of  friendship,  and  an  evidence 
of  good  faith ;  and  will  settle  our  accounts  for  one 
year  at  least. 

As  our  force  in  this  sea  is  now  so  respectably 
Commodore  Rodgers  has  determined  to  go  to 
Tunis,  not  to  defy  the  Bey  to  war,  but  to  have 
all  difl^erences  with  Ibat  Regency  settled  on  a 
basis  Ibat  will  insure  us  future  tranquillity  from 
that  Power,  and  flace  our  national  honor  on  a 
permanent  ground.  The  Bey  has  lately  been 
threatening  us  very  hard,  but  I  presume  De  will 
now  be  as  submissive  as  be  has  been  presumptuona. 
I  shall  go  with  him  to  that  place  on  my  way  to 
Algiers,  and,  notwithstanding  what  Mr,  Davis 
says  of  the  Bey's  resolution  not  to  discuss  the 
affairs  of  the  United  Slates,  with  any  other  per- 
son but  himself,  lam  persuaded  I  snail  find  do 


muuicalion  with  Mr.  Hi^gins,  which  was  necei 
sary  for  seiiling,  as  I  had^ven  him  bills  on  th 
hoQse  of  Sir  Francis  Baring  and  Company  i 


London,  for  the  money  sent  to  Tripoli,  Sk. 

On  the  20th  Commodore  Rodgers  came  on 
shore,  and  had  an  audience  with  the  Bashaw, 
where  the  assurances  of  friendship,  dto.,  were  re- 
peated by  the  Bashaw. 

On  tbeSlst,  in  the  evening,  we  sailed  for  Malta 
and  Syracuse,  arrived  at  the  former  on  the  morn- 
ing or  the  S4th,  where  we  remained  two  days, 
and  sailed  for  this  place. 

I  shall,  in  a  future  letter,  give  a  more  ranicular 
account  of  Tripoli,  &c.  At  present,  I  confine 
myself  to  the  subject  of  the  negotiation  and  treaty. 
As  I  have  always  been  opposed  to  the  Egyptian 
and  Derne  expedition,  I  shall  say  nothioK  on  that 
snbject,  especially  as,  I  presume,  there  will  be  full 
communications  respecting  it  from  other  quarters. 

On  the  5lh  of  March  last,  we  were  indebted  10 
Alters  for  one  year's  annuity,  deducting  the  cargo 
oftiinber,&c.,  which  had  been  sent.  I  had  learned 
that  they  were  in  great  want  of  wheat  at  that 
place,  and  it  struck  me  that,  if  a  cargo  of  that 
article  was  sent  to  them  ouaceount  of  our  annuity, 
it  would  be  received  with  gratitude,  and  be  a 
great  saving  to  the  United  Slates;  1,  therefore, 
purchased  a  cargo  of  about  twelve  thousand  bush- 
els at  Malta,  which  cost,  with  charges,  about 
Ihirty-two  thousand  dollars,  and  sent  it  to  Algiers, 
vith  a  proper  letter  on  Ibe  occasion;  and  1  am 


,g  him 
the  United  States  will  choose  wbomi^o 
may  think  proper  to  settle  our  national  afiairs,  prt^ 
vided  there  be  no  well  grounded  personal  objee- 

With  sentiments  of  the  highest  respect  and  con- 
sideration, I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Ac. 

TOBIAS  LEAR. 
Hon  Jambb  Madison,  iSec'ry  i^ State. 

WiUian  Eaton  to  the  Secrelaiy  of  the  Navy. 
Straocbe,  Jvly  6, 1805. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  lo  enclose  herewith  co- 
pies of  my  communications  to  the  commodores 
since  I  left  Egypt :  by  the  next  occasion,  I  shall 
give  the  correspondence. 

I  cannot  but  think  our  pacification  has  been  too 
much  precipitated.  Was  it  contemplated  that  so 
formidable  a  sqtiadron  should  be  sent  into  thia 
sea  to  negotiate,  without  showing  itself  before 
the  enemy's  portl  Such  is  the  fact!  If  it  had 
only  appeared  off  the  place,  I  have  no  doubt  the 
effect  would  have  been  B  peace  without  money. 
If  it  had  gone  into  a  vigorous  co-operation, 
Joseph  Bashaw  must  have  resigned  at  discretioD, 
or  saved  himself  by  flight;  he  was  calculating 
mote  on  this  than  on  defence.    But  we  have 

The  whole  expense  of  mj  expedition  amonntL 
in  cash,  to  thirty-nine  thousand  one  hundred  and 
eight  aollars  and  fiRy-eight  cents,  payment  of 
troops  included.  As  soon  as  I  can  effect  a  full 
settlement,  my  accounts  will  be  transmitted.  It 
will  be  necessary  for  me  to  negotiate  bills  on  your 
department,  in  order  to  enable  me  to  do  this,  to 
the  amoDDt  of  seventeen  tbousaud,  eighty-two 
dollars,  and  fifiy-eight  cents. 

I  learn  that  out  Consul  at  Gibraltar,  Mr.  Oa- 
vino,  intends  resigning,  George  Dyson,  Bsq., 
who  was  appoinit-dNavy  agent  here  by  Commo- 
dore Preble,  and  who  has  discharged  the  duties 
of  that  office  with  activity  and  truth,  I  am  per- 
suaded, would  be  zlad  to  transfer  his  coucerns  lo 
Gibraltar,  if  the  Constilate  there  might  be  con- 
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ferred  on  him.    It  is  believed  no  man  would  i 
quit  himaelf  ia  ibat  (rust  more  to  the  SRtiafacti 
of  GovernTDent;  perhaps  none  has  better  deserved 
it.    Commodore  Preble  would.   (  think,  say  s! 
much.    I  have  the  honor  lo  be,  &c. 

WILLIAM  EATON. 
Hod.  Sbcretast  of  tbe  Navy. 

To  the  People  of  tbe  United  Stales  at  America. 
Syracuse,  Sept.  1,  1805. 
It  is  known  to  the  whole  world  ihal  the  reign- 
ing Bashaw  of  Tripoli,  Jussaf,  obtained  the  throne 
by  tbe  murder  of  our  father  and  elder  brother,  and 
by  mjr  eiile,  who  came  neit  in  succession.  Dri- 
ven by  hii  impious  and  cruel  usurpation,  I  took 
refuge  in  Egypt,  where  I  was  kiod^  received  by 
the  Mameluke  Beys,  who  gave  me  a  distinguished 
rank  in  the  military  service.  Reposing  in  the  se- 
curity of  peace,  I  had  ceased  to  repine  for  the  loss 
of  my  throne,  and  regretted  only  (he  lot  of  my 
unhappy  subjects,  doomed  to  the  yoke  of  my  cruel 
and  tyrannical  brother. 

It  was  at  this  epoch  that  the  arrival  of  General 
Eaton  gave  me  hopes  of  better  foHune;  and  al- 
though I  could  not  tell  what  were  his  powers,  I 
trusted  to  the  faith  of  a  great  people,  of  whom  he 
was  the  ostensible  representative,  and  threw  my- 
Klf  into  his  arms.  We  concluded  a  treaty  at 
Alexandria,  a  copy  of  which  is  among  (he  papers 
of  Commodore  Barron,  in  the  custody  ofliis  Sec- 
reUry  Mr.  Robert  Dennison.  This  treaty  not 
only  stipulates  the  recovery  of  the  throne  for  me, 
but  also  includes  raveral  advantageous  articles  for 
the  United  S(ates.  for  which  General  Ea(OD  will 
be  my  voucher.  Ought  I,  then,  to  suppose  that 
the  engagements  of  an  American  agent  would  be 
.disputed  by  his  conslituent  Government  1  lean 
notsuppoie  that  a  gentleman  has  pledged  toward: 
me  the  honor  ofliis  country  on  purpose  to  de- 
ceive me. 

General  Ealon  and  myjsetf,  with  our  joint  .^,.- 
lowers,  bad  already  advanced  six  hundred  miles 
into  the  kingdom  of  Tripoli,  and  a  general  defec- 
tion had  seized  my  brother's  army,  and  all  things 
prepared  the  protected  of  America  to  b«  bailed 
■overeign  of  his  usurped  throne.  At  this  junc- 
ture ft  peace  is  concluded,  in  which  a  throne,  ac- 
quired by  rapine  and  murder,  is  guarantied  (o  its 
nsurper,  and  I,  the  rightful  sovereign,  the  friend 
and  ally  of  America,  am  left  unprovided  for.  No 
article  in  my  favor,  no  provision  for  me  and  my 
family,  and  no  remaneration  for  the  advantages  I 
had  foregone  in  trusting  to  American  honor.  I 
am  lei)  in  Syracuse  with  thirty  dependents,  on 
Ibe  pittance  of  two  hundred  dollars  per  month, 
atid  no  prospect  of  future  eslablishment.  What 
with  the  expenses  of  my  retinue,  &c.,  I,  a  sover- 
eign Prince,  am  now  reduced  to  (he  pension  of 
one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per  day. 

I  must  here  observe  that  Mr.  Baton,  whose 
generosity  I  cannot  sufficiently  praise,  has  assisted 
me  from  his  own  finances,  else  bard  indeed  had 
been  my  lot. 

When  the  prevalence  of  ages  has  accustomed 
men  to  the  government  of  one,  the  right  of  a 


throne  enters  into  the  system  of  human  thonghtt. 
and  that  usage  must  have  its  rights  like  others. 

In  ibis  situation  I  appeal  (□  the  virtue,  gene- 
rosity. Bod  candor  of  the  people  and  Government 
of  .Imerica.  I  trust  ibat  a  brave  and  free  nation 
will  intereet  itself  in  behalf  of  a  fallen  Prince, 
who  has  trufted  to  its  national  honor  and  good 
faith.  I  trust  the  GorernmeDt  will  take  my  case 
into  consideration,  and  at  least  seod  me  back  10 
Egypt,  indemnified  for  those  comforts  lust  by 
uniting  my  fortnoe  to  ibeirs;  and  I  am  confident 
the  American  people  will  feel  for  the  misfortunes 
of  one,  who  has  fought  in  the  united  cause  of 
their  interest,  and  his  own  rizbi. 

HAMET  BASHAW, 
.Son  of  AH  Bathaw  CaramaUi,  vf  TV^polt. 

Mr.  Eston  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Washiwoton  Citv,  Oec.  5,  1805. 
Sih:  Commodore  Barron's  instructions  to  Cap(, 
Hull,  of  September  15, 1804,  and  my  conveniioti 
with  Hamel  Bashaw,  of  February  23,  1805,  com- 
prise all  the  oblieations  entered  into  with  Hamet, 
copies  of  both  which  are  in  tbe  offices,  as  are  also 
the  correspondences  resulting  therefrom.  By  pe- 
rusing the  Bashaw's  letters  from  Syracuse,  and 
by  reviewing  the  transactions  to  which  they  re- 
fer, I  cannot  find  that  any  additional  observations 
of  mine  can  throw  more  light  oo  our  transactious. 
It  is  impossible  for  me  (o  undertake  to  say  that 
the  Bashaw  has  not  been  deceived.  Not  can  I, 
by  any  shape  in  which  (he  HUbjec(  can  be  viewed, 
reconcile  the  manner  of  his  being  abandoned  with 
those  principles  of  national  justice  and  honor 
which  have  hitherio  marked  our  character.  Tbe 
term  co-operoHon,  1  always  considered  so  nearly 
synonymous  with  allutnce,  that  it  would  require 
the  nicest  distinction  of  diplomatic  skill  to  dis- 
criminate the  meaning,  and  hence  supposed  that 
an  engagement  to  co-operate  with  Hamet  Bashaw 
excluded  the  idea  of  using  him  as  an  initmment. 
This  construction  was  the  more  readily  admitted 
in  this  case,  because  until  after  we  had  proceeded 
far  in  the  co-operation,  I  never  beard  a  syllable  of 
peace,  neither  from  the  President,  nor  from  your- 
",  nor  from  the  Com  ma  nder-io -chief,  which  did 
look  forward  beyond  an  effort  to  chastise  tbe 
enemy,  and  because  I  always  fell  a  confidence, 
that  such  an  effort,  well  conducted  would  de- 
throne him.  I  really  can  offer  no  explanations  on 
(he  subject,  which  are  not  to  be  fouod  in  my  cA- 

.:.! munications,  except  a  circumstance  that 

are  modesty  should  conceal,  but  which 
was  calcuUied,  at  all  events,  to  save  the  honor 
and  the  interests  of  the  United  States  harmless. 
D  entering  the  ground  of  war  with  Hamet  Ba- 
law,  Mr.  O'Bannon  and  myself  united  in  a  reso- 
lution to  perish  with  him  before  the  walls  of 
""_  or  to  triumph  with  him  within  (hose 
walls.  In  the  former  event  we  should  hare  ac- 
quitted our  duty ;  in  the  latter,  glorified  our  coun- 
try. We  were  supported  byfimilar  resolution* 
on  the  part  of  commanders  in  the  squadron,  and 
to  encourage  Hamet  Baahaw  to  perseverance,  and 
in  order  to  move  understandiagly  with  him,  I  ia- 
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duced  the  coDreation  with  bim.  which  has  been 
made  the  b«s«  of  oor  treatv  with  his  rival. 
I  have  the  hoDoi  lo  be,  ite. 

WILLIAM  EATON. 


Stracusg,  Aug.  5, 1805. 

Sir:  For  nearly  eleven  years  I  havebeeD  labor- 
ing under  the  weight  of  misfortune  j  but,  nolwith- 
(iaDding  which,  my  distress  was  aeveT  ei^aal  to 
that  which  the  acltial  cumbioatian  of  ciream- 
MaDces  has  made  it. 

My  residence  was  near  Cairo,  when  there  ar- 
med in  Alexandria  a  brig  commaEided  by  Cap- 
tain Hall,  in  company  with  General  Eaton,  who 
came  rec  on  mended  to  Mr.  Brjggs,  His  Britannic 
Majesty's  Consul,  and  inquired  of  him  where  1 
could  be  found.  My  place  of  abode  being  made 
known,  a  courier  was  despatched  for  Cairo,  hv 
order  of  the  OeDeral,  and  on  bis  arriral  al  Razicl, 
a  second  one,  which  came  to  Cairo,  directed  to 
the  house  of  Tursnf  Bashaw,  an  officer  of  the 
Ottoman  Porte,  who  received  a  letter,  in  which 
he  was  requested  to  snffer  me  to  pass  without  in- 
lerrupiioDj  in  order  that  I  might  co-operate  with 
the  Americans  to  take  Tripoli.  These  things  be- 
ing commnnicated  to  me,  caused  me  to  reflect  se- 
riously whether  they  could  be  true  or  not.  All 
doubts  were  dissipated  by  General  Eaton  meeting 
in  Cairo  my  secretary,  named  Mahumed  Meza- 
luna,  to  whom  he  consigned  another  paper,  and, 
in  company  with  two  Maltese,  arrived  at  Said, 
my  place  of  residence,  and  delivered  to  me  a  des- 
patcD,  urging  me  to  leave  that  place  immediately, 
lo  order  that  we  might  have  a  meeting  (as  really 
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ii  circumstance  I  was  necessa' 
rily  com  pelted  to  abandon  all  I  possessed,  and  thus 
lose  my  horses,  camels,  dbc.  Previons  to  my  leav- 
ing Daminiur,  General  Eaton  assured  ma  that 
the  peace  woald  never  be  made,  unless  1  was 

E laced  in  my  own  seat  (throne)  and  often  swore 
y  himself,  that  we  would  never  take  me  from 
where  I  was  for  the  sole  purpose  of  making  the 
conquest. 

I  did  not,  however,  fail  to  suggest  to  the  Gen- 
eral, that  in  case  Jussnf  Bashaw  should  actually 
remain  conqueror,  what  part  he  would  take  in  my 
favor,  as  I  should  not  be  able  to  remain  any  longer 
in  the  Turkish  dominions.  I  was  answered,  tEat 
if  the  combinations  of  war  should  prove  favora- 
ble to  Jussuf  Bashaw,  a  pension  would  be  granted 
me  sufficient  to  maintain  my  family  and  suite; 
the  people  and  money  demanded  by  me,  to  efiecc 
this  object,  (for  such  a  movement,)  were  ready ; 
and  that  I  bad  better  expedite  my  secretary  to 
Captain  Hull,  to  inform  aim  that  the  General 
haa  come  to  conduct  me  from  Upper  Egypt  to 
Syracnse,  bnt  that  I  conld  not  trust  myself  at  sea 
in  the  manner  he  had.    My  envoy  haying  eze- 


cnied  his  commission,  arrived  first  in  Syracuse 
and  afterwards  in  Malta,  in  consequence  of  the 
absence  of  Captain  Hull  from  the  first,  (place,) 
and  whom  he  afterwards  found  in  the  second 
place,  (Malta,)  and  executed  his  embassy:  he  wac 
answered  by  the  same  (Hull)  that  everything  I 
could  possibly  want  was  ready,  and  in  fact,  there 
was  sent  me  a  vessel,  laden  with  supplies  and 

Erovisiona,  accompanied  by  the  brig  commanded 
y  Captain  Hull,  which  arrived  at  Bomba,  deliv- 
ering to  the  General  and  myself  a  despatch  (to 
him  directed)  from  the  Commodore,  in  which  he 
renders  Hull  responsible  for  everything  1  might 
want.  1  then  asked  for  cannon,  powder,  and 
other  warlike  supplies,  and  was  answered  that  ■ 
frigate  was  hourly  expected,  and  that  they  would 
be  sent  to  me.  I  afterwards  left  Bomba,  in  com- 
pany with  General  Eaton,  and  we  pursued  our 
route  towards  Derne,  arriving  near  it  in  twelve 
hours.  Such  a  voyage  made  me  extremely  hap- 
py, as  well  as  all  my  people,  while  the  manner  m 
which  we  were  treated  hy  the  General  excited 
universal  admiration ;  bis  dignified  soul  (conduct) 
merits  applanse.  We  were  scarcely  on  the  twelfth 
hour  of  our  voyage,  when  we  ww  a  schooner, 
which  brought  us  two  pieces  of  cannon,  ana 
nothing  more.  After  an  attack  of  two  hours,  in 
which  all  thetroopaappland  and  admire  the  cour- 
age of  General  Eaton,  Derne  was  taken,  (is  the 
people  of  that  country  were  much  in  our  favor^) 
and  in  which  atuck  tbe  General  was  wounded  in 
the  hand. 

After  the  capture  of  the  city,  we  received  from 
the  chiefs  of  tbe  brigands,  letters  offering  to  join 
us.  After  ten  days  a  troop  of  cavalry  and  infan- 
try (of  the  enemy)  advanced ;  they  were  twice 
broken  and  put  to  flight  by  us.  We  now  asked 
from  tbe  srhooner,  which  bad  been  sent  us,  peo- 
ple and  arms,  while  there  remained  a  respite  and 
peace,  and  were  waiting  ai 
demand  for  people  and 
might  go  and  uke  Bergaza  and  Tripoli  . 
meantime  arrived  a  frigate,  which  we  supposed 
had  brought  us  people,  but  she  landed  a  Turkish 
Ambassador  from  Jussof  Bashaw,  who  informed 
the  General  of  the  alliance  of  Jossuf  Bashaw  with 
your  Excellency,  saying  that  the  said  Bashaw 
would  restore  my  family,  and  that  your  Excel- 
lency would  eive  me,  in  the  name  or  the  United 
States,  a  pension.  The  same  evening  of  the  ar- 
rival of  tbe  frigate,  tbe  General  informed  me  that 
I  mnst  embark  with  all  my  people ;  and  thus  waa 
again  compelled  to  abandon  all  1  possessed — the 
General  having  prevented  the  Turkish  Ambassa- 
doT  from  landing,  and  ibns  we  parted  for  Syra- 
cuse, where  we  iound  the  whole  squadron. 

I  daily  expected  my  family,  when  finally  I  was 
told  that  he  (tbe  Bashaw)  would  not  let  them  so. 
Haying  thus  broken  his  word,  1  demanded  of  tne 
General  to  be  replaced  in  my  own  country,  vbich 
was  also  denied  me,  saying  that  he  had  no  orden 
to  that  effect  from  your  Excellency,  and  it  is  thns 
I  find  myself  in  this  country,  with  the  small  pen- 
sion of  two  hundred  dollars  per  month,  ana  on 
which  sum  I  am  to  support  myself  with  a  num- 
ber of  people.    Soch  a  state  of  things  makes  itn 
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feel  that  the  weight  of  miifortuDe  has  only  in- 
creased, and,  Cot  the  first  time,  am  coinpletely 
■bandoQed,  and  hv  a  great  nation.  I  therefore 
fling  myself  on  tne  mercy  of  youi  Excellency, 
who,  under  the  influence  of  just  laws,  will  not 
h'A  to  render  roe  thai  justice  which  oppression 
and  misfortune  entitle  me  to. 

With  the  liope  of  an  early  reply  from  yotii  Es- 
eeliency,  I  remain,  &c. 

ACHMET  BASHAW, 
Soa  of  JUi  Bathav,  fc 

CommodoM  John  Bodg«i«  to  Sanniel  Buroni  Eaq- 
[ReoeiTBd  M  Malta,  Jnne  3.] 

COJISTITDTIOH,  OfF  TbIPOLI, 

JUau  28,  1805. 
Sib:  On  the  26lh  inatant,  by  the  Essex,  Cept. 
James  Barron,  I  had  the  honor  to  receire  yonr 
letter  bearing  date  22d  instant,  with  the  accom- 
mnying  letters,  resicning  the  command  of  the 
tinited  States  squadron  io  these  seas  into  my 
bands.  The  task  which  your  unavoidable  indis- 
position has  consequently  im^sed  on  me,  Is  a 
eommjasion  which  1  accept  wiib  a  diffidence  no 
less  conspicuous  than  its  consequence  is  repug- 
nant to  your  zefti  and  patriotism ;  and^  sir,  wbile 


assured  that  noibing  will  afford  me  more  real  sat- 
isfaction than  such  a  restoration  of  your  health  as 
will  authorize  your  re-assuming  a  command 
which  devolved  on  me  by  mere  accident. 

A  few  hours  after  the  arrival  of  the  Essex  here, 
she  stretched  close  in  shore,  and  made  the  signal 
indicative  of  her  mission,  wnich  was  immediately 
answered  hj  the  Bashaw  on  his  castle,  in  a  man- 
ner expressive  of  his  unfeigned  approbation  ;  and 
in  an  hour  after  the  Spanish  Consul  came  on 
board  hy  the  Bashaw'M  order  to  make  the  suitable 
arraogemenis  with  Colonel  Lear,  pievioQs  to  the 
opening  of  the  negotiation,  and  to  his  going  on 
anore;  when  from  the  favorable  represenlalion 
bf  the  Spanish  Consul  of  the  Bashaw's  propitious 
disposition  to  peace.  Colonel  Lear  resolved  and 
had  mAde  armngements  for  waiting  on  the  Ba- 
ahaw  to  commence  his  functions  (he  next  morn' 
ing,  but  the  weather  has  been  so  unsettled  as  to 
pterent  further  intercourse  until  this  day. 


Mat  29, 1805. 
The  arrival  of  the  Vixen  yesterday  affords  rae 
the  boDOi  of  ackDowledging  the  receipt  of  your 
lettei  of  ihe25ih  iasiant.  with  the  accompauyiog 
commnaications  from  Mr.  Eaton,  Mr.  Davis,  and 
Captain  Hull,  and  happily  before  Cnlonel  Lear 
had  landed  or  touched  even  on  the  negotiation. 
Mc.Davii'  -    .  J- 


■aDgninely  flatter  myself,  enable  Colonel  Lear, 
(on  whose  judgment  I  have  the  fullest  confidence) 
to  aasnme  an  independence  in  negotiation,  which 
it  is  equally  his  own  and  bi«  country's  honor  and 
interest  to  observe.  From  the  relation  by  Capt. 
Barron  and  Colonel  Lear,  of  your  last  instructions 
to  Mr.  Eaton,  I  conceive  it  unnecessary  for  me  to 


in  the  Argus  to  Syracuse  or  Malta;  and  as  Col. 
Lear  is  of  opinion  with  myself,  that  Mr.  Davis's  i 

communications  do  not  require  an  immediate  an-  I 

swer,  particularly  as  the  negotiation  is  alreadj 
opened  with  Tripoli,  and  personally  with  the  B^-  | 

shaw.  So  soon  as  tne  event,  whatever  it  may  be, 
is  known,  1  shall  despatch  the  Vixen  to  Malta  to  | 

S've  y[on  the  Intelligence,  and  if  unfavorable  to 
aptain  Barron,  to  prepare  our  forces  to  compel 
the  monster  to  a  sense  of  reason.    Although  it  is  { 

evident  that  the  Bey  of  Tunis  is  afraid  of  tb« 
consequences  of  a  war  with  the  United  Statea, 
yet,  at  this  critical  moment,  1  conceive  it  necev-  ! 

sary  that  be  should  not  be  neglected;  therefore,  as 
soon  as  one  of  the  vessels  from  (his  can  be  spared, 
I  shall  send  her  with  advices  to  Mr.  Davis,  cor- 
roborating and  seconding  the  steps  you  have  alp 
ready  taken  with  that  Regency,  as  it  is  my  deter- 


mination to  respect  the  lawful  rigbts  of  that  gen- 
tleman with  as  much  delicacy  as  I  am  resolve  ' 


Ived 


to  pursue  pacific  measures  no  further  than  his 
conduct  will  authorize.  A  peace  with  this  Re- 
gency will  enable  us  to  represent  to  him  our  opin- 
ion of  his  treachery  in  such  language  as  he  nest 
undersunds. 

From  the  auna  to  the  sane. 

Mat  30,  1805. 

Yesterday  the  Spanish  Consul  returned  on 
board  again,  empowered  by  the  Bashaw  to  ncso- 
liale  a  peace,  and  although  it  appeared  by  his 
credentials  that  he  was  completely  authorized  to 
conclude  a  final  settlement  of  differences  with 
Colonel  Lear,  previous  to  his  going  on  shore,  yet 
he  did  not  think  Colonel  Lear's  propositions  ad- 
missible, and,  in  consequence,  returned  on  shore 
last  evening  to  consult  the  Bashaw  further  on  the 
business. 

The  Spanish  Consul  has  this  moment  (10  A. 
M.)  returned  on  board  again,  and  says  tut  tba 
Bashaw  is  not  satisfied  with  the  propositions  that 
have  been  made.  How  things  will  turn  onl  is 
yet  nncertaia.  Captain  Barron  will  be  able  to 
give  you  the  particulars.  I  have  (be  honor,  &c. 

From  the  same  to  the  same. 
Constitution,  off  Tripoli,  June  3, 1805. 
Sib:  By  the  sperronara  you  despatched  fron 
Malta,  I  have  this  instant  receivea  duplicates  of 
the  Qoveinment  despatches  you  forwarded  by  the 
Nautilus,  with  Mr.  Simpson^s  representations  rel- 
ative (o  our  affairs  with  Morocco.  I  shall  be  at 
Malta  in  the  course  of  three  or  four  days  after 
this  reaches  you,  and  iu  time,  I  hope,  to  send  a 
force  to  Morocco  to  meet  Mr.  Simpson's  wiabea. 
The  business  is  so  far  finished  that  a  fiag-ttaff  la 
making  on  board  the  Constitution  to  display  the 
American  flag  on  the  Consular  house. 

From  ths  mom  to  the  same. 

Jdnb  3,  I805l 
Sib:  In  all  probability  peace  will  be  conelnded 
with  Tripoli  to-morrow,  in  which  ease  it  is  lik»- 
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bfAtfmotten  mUb«  od  board  the  nquadroa  to- 
morrow morning.  ColoDcl  Le&r,  who  has  not 
yet  been  od  shore,  goes  to-iootrow  for  the  purpose 
nt  coDcladiog  matters.  Captain  Bilobndgf .  on 
parole,  was  on  board  the  Conaiitatioa  feslerday ; 
he  desires  to  be  affeetiooately  remembered  to  you 
and  70  or  biother. 

Toe  Bashaw  is  much  hamiliaCed,  wjiich  he 
now  himself  eoDfesiei;  and  1  think  I  can  ven- 
ture to  aar  that  it  is  the  last  war  (hat  this  Re- 
KDcy  will  ever  wnee  against  the  United  Slates. 
me  of  the  Philad«l(ihia's  officers  hara  died — 
[hejr  are  all  well.  TKis  will  be  pleasing  news  to 
their  frienda. 

Id  haste,  I  have  the  honor  to  b«,  Ae. 

Qeneral  Eaton  to  Commodora  Buron. 

Debne,  May  29,  1805. 
8ib:  Siocethe  departure  of  theNautilos  with 
my  deapatches  of  the  17th,  the  enemy  have  daily 
showed  themselves  in  a  menaciog  posture  near 
us,  but  they  have  not  come  to  a  seneral  actioo. 
Yesterday  a  detachment  of  about  fifty  or  sixty  of 
their  foot,  covered  by  a  troop  of  horse,  descended 
the  mouDlain,  by  a  ravine,  fell  upon  some  of  our 
Arab  families,  who  were  encamped  in  the  rear  of 
the  town,  and  drove  off  several  c  a  til  e  aod  cam- 
els. The  Bashaw's  people  pursued  and  attacked 
them  uadet  the  mountain,  killed  and  wounded 
three  of  them,  and  recovered  their  cattle.  I 
inarched  out  with  Lieutenant  O'Bannon,  Mr. 
Mann,  and  Mr.  Farqubar,  and  thirty  rank  and 
file,  Americans  and  Greeks,  from  the  garrison, 
and  took  a  rarioe  on  the  le^  with  a  view  of  cut- 
ting of  their  retreat.  We  fell  in  with  them  soon 
after  asceoding  the  mountain ;  they  opposed  10 
us  a  short  resistance,  but  fled  before  a  charge  of 
bayonet.  We  pursued  them  withiu  a  short  dis- 
tance of  theii  camp,  killed  their  captain  and  Sve 
men,  grounded  a  number,  and  took  two  prisoners, 
without  receiving  any  injury  ourselves.  The 
camp  beat  to  nitar,  mounted  end  moved  towards 
US  in  a  body,  but  did  not  come  within  mosket 
shoL  They  could  not  ascertain  our  number,  and 
apprehending  we  were  an  advanced  party  aiming 
to  draw  tliem  into  an  ambuscade  on  disadvanta- 
geoat  ground,  formed  in  order  of  battle  and  kept 
their  post,  while  we  retired  down  the  mountain. 
The  enemy  swore  vengeance,  and  resolved  lo  ex- 
ecute it  to-dAj.  About  nine  in  the  morniog  they 
advanced  their  whole  force,  and  posted  them- 
aelves  oD  an  eminence  in  fair  view ;  proper  sla- 
tions  were  taken  od  oar  part  to  receive  them ; 
they  reconnoitered  us  awhile,  but  when  orders 
were  given  to  aiiack,  their  Arabs  mutinied,  and 
retrograded,  and  the  Beys  were  compelled  lo  fol- 
low with  their  Tripolitant. 

JUKB 

To-day  the  enemy  brought  themselves 
resolution  to  attack.  They  had  previously  forced 
the  Arabs  into  oaihs  of  fidelity,  by  seizmg  and 
ebainiog  hostages  from  their  most  considerable 
families ;  hut  their  movements  this  day  termina- 
ted exaeilras  on  (he  29th— the  Beys  attempted 
to  force  the  Arabs  forwaid;  they  resisted,  and 


alleged,  as  on  Mmilar  occasions,  that  they  were 
willmg  to  fight  an  enemy  of  their  own  mode  of 
warfare,  but  they  could  not  resist  the  Americana, 
who  fitfd  enormoQE  balls  that  carried  away  a 
man  and  his  camel  at  once,  or  rushed  on  tbetn 
with  bayonets,  without  giving  them  time  to  load 
their  muskets. 

Last  evening  1  had  the  honor  to  receive  yonr 
letter  of  the  19tfa  ultimo  by  which  I  learn  that 
'*'  eigning  Bashaw  of  Tripoli  has  lately  made 
tures  of  peace,  which  tne  Consul  Oeneral, 
Colonel  Lear,'  has  determined  to  meet,  viewing 
the  present  moment  propitious  to  siich'a  step.  In 
consequence  of  which  it  seems  contemplated  that 
we  should  withdraw  ourselves  from  this  coast. 

It  was  an  event  anticipated  in  my  letter  of  the 
1st  ultimo,  that  the  reigning  Bashaw  would  seize 
the  moment,  when  he  should  apprehend  himself 
seriously  in  danser  from  bis  brother,  lo  rid  him- 
self of  this  rival  by  detaching  from  him  our  suo- 
cor  through  overtures  of  peace.  Facts  establish 
the  correctness  of  this  conjecture. 

That  the  inhabitants  of  Tripoli  are  weary  of 
the  war  is  well  ascertained.  That  they  secretly 
desire  the  restoration  of  their  legitimate  sover- 
eign, because  the?  believe  him  peaceably  inclined, 
transpires  througli  various  indubitable  channels; 
and  tnai  the  Moors  and  Arabs  of  the  kiozdom, 
who  form  its  entire  population,  are  generally  in  a 
revolutionary  state,  is  equally  true.  Joseph  Ba- 
shaw is  not-  ignorant  of  these  dispositions.  A* 
early  as  the  month  of  January  last,  he  was,  ac- 
cording to  the  Danish  Consul,  very  attentive 
upon  ooi  transactions  with  his  brother  in  Alex- 
andria. On  the  IBih  ultimo,  late  overtures  had 
intimated  to  the  Consul  Oeneral  his  inclination 
towards  a  pacification ;  we  had  then  been  seven- 
ty-six days  from  Alexandria — thirty-five  as  far 
forward  as  Bomba,  and  twenty-one  in  possession 
of  this  place.  Of  these  movements  and  opera- 
lions,  intercepted  letters  by  way  of  Mensural  and 
Beogazi,  prove  to  us  the  enemy  were  not  unin- 
formed. It  is  now  nineteen  days  since  his  forces 
were  beaten  on  this  ground,  and  since  that,  de- 
tached parties  surprised  and  routed.  There  are 
also  events  which  cannot  be  easily  concealed ;  it 
does  not  appear  that  the  season  has  bilberlo  per- 
mitted any  formidable  display  of  our  naval  force 
before  Tripoli.  Ii  cannot  be  unfair,  (herefore^to 
infer,  that  the  pacific  overiures  of  the  reigning 
Bashaw  are  influenced  in  a  great  measure  by  ap- 
preiiensions  of  his  brother's  approach.  Yet  it 
seems  not  to  be  admitted  that  we  have  any  obli- 
gations towards  Hamet  Bashaw ;  but  if  such  is 
the  efl'eci  of  the  enemy's  apprehension  from  this 
quarter,  who  certainly  knows  how  to  compare 
tne  relative  influence  of  the  parties,  the  calcula- 
tions we  have  formed  of- the  ultimate  result  of 
an  efieetual  co-operation  should  no  longer  seem 
visionary-  1  do  believe  it  was  in  the  contempla- 
tion of  Govenment  to  have  profited  of  this  ad- 
vaningeoua  circumstance,  as  instrumental  to 
chastise  a  perfidious  foe,  rather  than  sacrifice  a 
credulous  friend.  I  know  it  was  the  general  wish, 
and  indeed  the  expectation  of  our  country,  that 
the  eoeiny  should  be  chastised.    How  far  this 
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Basbaw,  and  abandoning  bim,  can  be  recoDciled 
to  those  priaciples  of  honor  and  justice  TChich,  1 
know,  actuate  the  national  breast.  It  seems 
eoough  to  cancel  every  pledge  that  we  have 
brought  him  back  to  the  post  from  which  he 
bad  Men  driven.  It  ought  to  be  taken  into  cod- 
siderotioD  that  this  ib  no  other  than  the  post 
from  whence  he  was  always  asked  supplies; 
aud  that,  consequeuily,  selling  him  down  here, 
just  as  he  was,  can  render  him  no  essential  ser- 
vice i  but  that,  to  abandon  him  here  under  actual 
eircumsiaaces,  where  famine  and  the  ravages  of 
the  enemy's  forces  have  exhausted  the  resources 
of  the  provitice,  and  while  thnse  forces  are  still 
in  our  vicinity,  cannot  but  leave  bim  in  a  mute 
hopeless  situation,  than  when  he  left  the  place. 
And  here  is  an  addilional  reason  why  his  means 
are  not  materially  altered  for  the  better.  He  was 
driven  away  on  account  of  his  intercourse  with 
the  enemies  of  his  rival.  He  has  been  induced 
to  return  under  an  expectation  of  receiving  aids 
from  the  United  States,  to  prosecute  his  views  of 
recovering  his  throne.  I  thought  myself  author- 
ized, from  the  assurances  given  me  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy,  to  encourage  him  with  the 
prospect  of  receiving  those  aids,  and  frequent  ex- 
pressions of  your  resolution  lo  make  an  example 
of  Tripoli.  The  ensuing  summer  fortified  me  in 
the  eoDfidence  that  the  exercise  of  my  discretion 
here  in  the  manner  I  have  done  would  eventual- 
ly, if  not  direcilv,  assist  the  accomplishment  of 
those  objects.    The  resistance  we  met  at  this 

filace  is  Mid  to  have  discouraged  the  expectation 
armed  of  the  co-operation  in  view.  Tbisresist- 
ance  would  undoubtedly  have  been  leM  obstinate, 
had  not  the  vicinity  of  the  enemy's  camp  in  some 
measure  inspired,  or  at  least  encouragen  it.  But 
it  might  have  been  expected  that  the  Qovernoi 
of  Joseph  Bashaw,  who,  twenty  months  ago,  with 
forces  from  Tripoli,  drove  Hamel  Bashaw  from 
the  post,  and  who  aiili  held  possession,  would  op- 
pose his  return  by  all  the  meaos  in  bis  power. 

Want  of  qualities  essential  in  the  cbaraciet  of 
a  commander  and  a  prince  is  stated  as  a  serious 
obstacle  to  the  advancement  of  his  cause.  We 
do  not  hitherto  find  that  the  enemy  possesses  those 
qualities  in  so  eminent  a  degree  at  to  jostily 
a  comparison  to  the  prejudice  of  hii  rival.  It 
must  be  admitted  that  the  latter  possesses  the  ca- 
pacity of  commanding  respect,  and  conciliating 
affection  among  his  subjeeis.  And  I  have  had 
good  reasons  to  correct  the  unfavorable  opinion 
at  one  timeeolertained  of  his  military  enterprise; 
yet  he  is  not  a  general ;  I  never  knew  but  one 
Turk  who,  I  thought,  deserved  that  character.  I 
am  nut  alone  in  the  opinion  ;  it  is  general  among 
the  gentlemen  who  have  acted  with  me,  that  Ha- 
met  Bashaw  possesties  talents  sufficient  to  our  put- 
pose.  As  evidence  of  this,  every  one  of  them  i* 
not  only  willing,  but  solicitous  to  pursue  the  ex- 
pcdilioD. 


With  such  aids  as  I  have  mentioned  to  b« 
thought  requisite,  we  could  at  once  break  up  the 
enemy's  camp  in  onr  front,  and  open  our  way, 
without  further  considerable  impedimenta,  to  tae 
gates  of  Tripoli.  The  enemy  is  aware  of  thu, 
and  is  endeavoring  to  out-general  us ;  his  camp  is 
abroad ;  of  course  his  defence  is  weakened  at  the 
capital.  The  total  defeat  of  his  forces  bete  would 
be  a  fatal  blow  to  his  interests.  To  recall  them 
would  he  to  abandon  the  provinces  of  Derne  and 
Bengazi.  But  to  remove  the  enemy  near  him  by 
pacification,  he  may  safely  turn  all  bis  resources 
against  his  rival:  and,  when  once  relieved  from 
this  danger,  we  shall  again  undoubtedly  have  ex- 
perience of  his  respect  lo  treaty. 

I  am  suspicions  that  the  Spanish  Consul  bas 
an  influence  in  Joseph  Bashaw's  measures.  If  my 
recollection  serves  me,  he  was  accused  by  oar  late 
Consul,  Mr.  Catbcart,  of  advising  the  war.  I  re- 
collect perfectly  well  hearing  him  assert,  at  Tnni^ 
in  D<;cembcr,  1801,  that  the  Americans  miscalcu- 
lated if  they  thought  of  forcing  a  peace  without 
paying  for  it.  National  shame,  perhaps  interest, 
and  individual  pride,  engaged  him  lo  favor  such 
an  issue  of  Ihe  war.  He  is  said  to  he  the  confi- 
dential man  of  Ihe  Bashaw. 

I  am  afraid  one  important  consideration  has 
been  overlooked  in  the  arrangements  lately  adopt- 
ed by  Mr.  Lear — the  danger  of  falling  back  to  aD 
irrecoverable  distance,  in  case  of  the  failure  of 
the  negotiation  commenced  by  him,  and  at  ibe 
same  time  the  abandonment  of  the  advantageous 
ground  we  hold  here — it  would  certainly  have  a 
tendency  to  unite  the  kingdom  of  Tripoli  against 
us,  and  possibly  to  encourage  the  whole  coast  of 
Barbary  lo  aggression  ;  or,  should  it  transpire  that 
theevacuationof  thisposi  had  been  recommended, 
it  would  certainly  have  an  unfavorable  iuSuence 
on  the  pending  negotiation. 

Another  consideration  is  involved,  which  can- 
not but  wound  the  pride  of  military  principle*. 
We  must  strike  the  flag  of  our  country  here  in 
the  presence  of  an  enemy  who  have  not  merited 
the  triumph,  and  yield  to  them  the  honor  of  a  vic- 
tory, which  no  encounter  hitherto  has  given  them 
a  right  to  claim,  nor  reason  to  expectj'certainly 
they,  and  perhapt  the  world,  will  place  an  unjust 
construction  on  this  retreat ;  at  any  rate  it  is  a  r^- 
treat,  and  a  retreat  of  Americans !  If  individoal 
feeling  were  alone  to  be  consulted  in  this  Bitna- 
tion,  it  wonld  prefer  a  manly  defeat  to  this  mode 
of  safety.  The  consequences  to  the  aatioDal  chat- 
icter  would  be  more  honorable. 

The  burden  of  expense,  which  must  accrue 
from  pursuing  the  co-operation,  seems  an  inini^ 
mouniable  obstacle.  1  am  anpreheasive  that  the 
uUimale  expense  of  maintaining  a  peace  with 
Joseph  Bashaw  will  be  more  burdensome  la  the 
United  States  than  that  accruing  from  this  co> 
operation;  besides,  it  is  calcalated  that  this  ex- 
pense will  be  leimbursed. 

It  i*  insinuated  that  Ihe  Consul  General  is  (^ 
posed  to  the  measure.  It  is  possible  that  he  may 
aave  belter  infomiaiion  from  wbencs  to  form  an 
opiaioD  of  iti  mm  Iban  we  who  have  thnt  fiir  ao- 
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componied  the  ezpeditioo ;  but  it  ia  not  probable. 
Hm  he  any  agencr  in  the  war? 

I  unaot  but  indal^  lbs  hops  ibal  addilioDftl 
inttrnciians  from  OoTeniiDeai  will  arrive  ia  iiea- 
souj  to  enable  yoti  to  furnish  (he  meam  of  prose- 
cutiDg  the  co-operation  to  effect,  of  cbaaiitiDg  the 
lemeniv  of  oar  eoeniy,  and  of  preTeoting  the 
melancaoly  and  disa^eeable  events  wbieh  pres- 
ent appearances  ihreateo.  You  would  weep,  sir, 
were  you  on  the  spot  to  witness  the  unbounded 
confidence  placed  in  the  American  character  here, 
and  to  reflect  that  tbis  confidence  muol  shortly 
dnk  into  contempt  and  immortBl  hatred.  You 
would  feel  that  ibis  confidence,  at  any  price, 
■bonld  be  carried  ihrouffh  the  Barbery  Regencies, 
at  least  to  Tripoli,  by  the  same  means  that  it  has 
been  inspired  nere.  But  if  no  further  aids  c 
to  oot  asaistance,  and  we  are  compelled  to  I 
the  place  under  its  actoal  circumstances,  honi 
ty  itself  must  weep.  The  whole  city  of  Deroe, 
together  with  numerous  families  of  Arabs,  who 
attached  themselves  to  Hamet  Bashaw,  and  who 
resisted  Joseph's  troops  in  expectation  of  succor 
from  us,  must  be  abandoned  to  ibeir  fate ;  havoc 
and  tlaugbtec  will  be  the  inevitable  consequence. 
Not  a  soul  of  them  can  escape  the  savage  ven- 
seance  of  the  enemy.  In  proceeding,  therefore, 
thus  far  aod  no  further,  instead  of  lending  aids  to 
the  unforiunate  people,  whom  we  used  as  allies, 
and  of  whose  situation  we  are  actually  profiting, 
to  our  own  exclusive  benefit,  we  involve  them  m 
destruction.  Could  I  have  apprehended  this  re- 
sult of  my  eiertjone,  certainly  no  consideration 
would  bave  prevailed  on  me  to  have  taken  an 
agency  in  a  tragedy  so  manifestly  fraught  with 
intrigue,  so  wounding  to  humane  feelings. and,  as 
1  must  view  it,  so  desradiog  to  oar  national  honor. 

It  is  impossible,  though  enjoined  on  me,  to  say 
anything  luriher  of  the  Bquadronco-operatioKWitn 
Hamet  Bashaw,  after  having  been  officially  in- 
formed that  a  negoiialion  is  opened  with  his  bro- 
ther, without  so  far  having  considered  his  situa- 
tiouastohave  agreed  on  a  cessation  of  arms.  The 
delusion  ia  already  carried  too  far.  If  it  had  not 
been  our  intention  to  support  him,  or  at  least  to 
save  him,  both  honor  and  religion  should  bave 
forbidden  aov  eoconragement  to,  or  uae  of  him. 

It  is  said  inat  some  provisions  will  be  attempt- 
ed in  bis  favor,  in  our  peace  stipulstions ;  this  is, 
however,  to  be  left  to  convenience.   But  before  this 

Sirovision  be  definiiely  arranged,  if  at  all,  and  in- 
ormation  of  It  received  here,  no  armistice  being 
agreed  to,  both  himself  and  adherents  may  be  cut 
in  pieces  by  the  enemy's  army  here,  and  by  such 
of  his  own  party  as  disappointment  and  rage  will 
curry  over  to  them. 

Viewing  the  present  posture  of  affairs,  either  as 
relative  to  onr  national  honor  and  interests,  or  the 
siinatiou  of  the  Bashaw  and  people  here,  I  con- 
sider it  due  to  the  confidence  of  Oovernmeal,  and 
a  bond  imposed  by  all  the  injaoctioos  of  humanity, 
to  endeavor  to  hold  this  post  till  the  last  momeat, 
ia  hopes  that  some  liappy  occurrence  may  take 
plaee  to  secure  our  owu,  at  the  same  time,  to  assist 
the  interest;  of  out  friends.  And  I  most  devoutly 
pray  Heaven,  that  the  blood  of  innocence  may 
9th  Con.  SdSEss.— S5 


not  stain  the  footsteps  of  us,  who  have  aimed  only 
to  fight  the  enemies  of  our  country. 

June  3. 

The  enemy  feinted  another  attack  to-day,  by 
sending  a  detachment  on  the  back  of  the  town, 
which  Wftsrepelled  with  loss.  Their  object  seemed 
to  aim  atascertainiogthe  disposition  of  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  place.  These  turned  out  to  a  man  in 
view  of  them.  Their  main  body  halted  at  a  safe 
distance  ;  and, after  some  maotEuvriaa,  retired  to 
their  camp.  During  the  alarm  a  detachment  from 
thegBrrison,)indercommandof  Lieu  tenant  O'Bau- 
non,  passed  through  town  j  everybody,  age  and 
childhood,  even  women  from  their  reel  uses,  shouted 
"Live  the  Americans!  Long  live  our  friends  and 
proieclor^i"  Hapless  beings!  if  they  could  descry 
the  reverse  that  probably  awaits  them,  how  justly 
would  their  acclamations  of  confidence  be  turned 
to  execration,! 

JohbS. 

This  morning  a  spy.  a  religious  chief,  whom  1 
had  employed  to  watch  ihe  enemy's  motions,  and 
who  last  night  slept  in  their  camp,  reports  that  a 
courier  arrived  yesterday,  eleven  days  from  Trip- 
oli, with  despatches  from  the  reigning  Bashaw  to 
his  commander-in-chief  in  this  vicinily,  stating 
bis  inteations  of  concluding  a  peace  with  the  Uni- 
ted States,  which  he  was  resolved  to  carry  into 
effect  even  if  he  sold  his  wardrobe :  afier  which  be 
should  koow  how  lo  dispose  of  bis  internal  ene- 
mies. He  enjoined  it  on  his  commander  to  hold 
his  position  before  Ibis  town,  if  possible,  till  the 
issue  of  this  project  of  peace  should  be  known. 
The  Mirabout  chief  added,  that  the  Beys  had  it  in 
contemplation  to  propose  an  armistice  to  me ;  I 
shall  meet  such  an  overture,  if  it  should  be  offered, 
until  I  receive  further  advice  from  headquarters. 

Eleven  o'clock,  A.  M.  this  morning  came  in  two 
deserters  from  the  enemy's  camp,  both  Levant 
Turks, Ismien  and  Mahamet,  a  choux  and  a  cheriC 
corresponding  with  the  rank  of  aid-de-camp  and 
ensign,  who  confirm  theioformation  before  staled; 
and  add  that  the  Beys  cannot  prevail  on  their 
troops  to  atuck  this  place,  under  our  batteries  and 
guns  of  the  shippioe;  but  that  they  calculate  on 
sacking  the  city  the  moment  we  evacuate  our 
posts.     Their  officers  put  themselves  under  the 

Kroteciion  of  the  American  flag,  giving  this  reason 
>r  (heir  preference,  that  ''they  wished  to  get  oat 
of  the  kingdom  of  Tripoli,  and  thought  this  a  fa- 
vorable occasion."  They  sa^  Joseph  Bashaw  haa 
about  two  hundred  soldiers  in  Tripoli,  in  whom 
he  can  place  confidence,  and  three  or  four  hundred 
others  who  are  undisciplined  and  suspected.  Tbejr 
declare  thai  the  people,  in  general,  of  the  kingdoc 
— . ._:.L u.:...  J_„ !:.»».<;......»  «k.. ..». .... 


S;lwithsolicitudeandimiM(ience  the  approach 
■met  Bashaw,  as  they  think  him  a  good  man, 
and  are  weary  of  the  madness  and  violence  of  his 


brother. 

Five  o'clock,  P.  M.  this  afternoon  an  Arabic 
chief,  Ab'd'el  Selim,  with  a  party  of  warriors, 
came  over  to  ua.  He  brings  a  menage  from  the 
principal  Arab  chief  at  camp,  that  he  will  come 
over  [0  the  Bashaw  with  hi»cavalry,  amounting 
to  about  one  hundred  and  fifty,  if  he  can  have  as- 
surances that  the  Americans  will  not  abaDdon  him, 
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ia  which  caw  Joseph  Baihaw  would  devour  hia 
family  and  lands.  Tbiicbief  asurts  that  the  Bejr 
of  Beogazi,  who  is  with  the  camp,  is  well  disposed 
cowards  Ds;  aod  ooly  wails  ihearriTalof  our  sup- 
plies to  declare  himself.  Be  assured,  sir,  we  only 
mnt  cash  and  a  few  marines  to  proceed  lo  Tnp- 
rii.  and  to  meet  jfoo  in  the  ciiidel  of  ibat  piratical 
kmael  for  the  liberation  of  our  captives.  It  would 
only  occasion  a  delay  of  theirrelease  a  fewmooths. 
Their  triumph  will  amply  compensate  this  detajr. 
It  is  thought  proper  to  despatch  the  Hornet  with 
ikwsa  commoDieations,  and  hold  gnmnd  here  ttnlit 
four  aoBwet  can  be  receired. 

JniTB  9. 
Day  before  yesterday,  Hadge  lameia  fiey,  the 
Meond  in  conaiaiid  of  the  enemy's  armr  here, 
deserted  with  a  few  attendant  and  camels,  took 
off  the  military  chest,  and  entered  the  desert  for 
Upper  Egypt.  Thisdefectioa  is  said  to  hare  been 
cawed  br  his  being  charged  with  bad  generalship 
in  tbe  affair  of  the  tSth  ^limo.  He  eommaoded 
die  cavalry. 

Jdkb  11. 
Yesterday  nomiog  the  eoeto;  haviog  received 
fresh  reinforcements  of  Arabs,  appeared  in  great 
■ambers  on  ibe  heights  which  overlook  the  town 
md  moved  along  the  site  of  the  moontaia  for  thi 
•^ce  of  two  or  three  miles,  apparently  in  search 
M  some  Bveotie  to  descend  wilboui  being  eiposed 
to  our  cannon  ;  but  deemed  irresoluie.  An  acci- 
denl  brought  on  an  engagement.  The  declivity 
of  tbe  mountain  is  a  steep  end  nneren  ledge  uf 
tocks,  with  only  one  pass  where  cavalry  can  more 
down,  and  this  about  two  miles  and  a  half  from 
town.  The  plain  below,  bordering  on  the  sea 
about  one  mite  in  depth,  is  ealeareons  rock,  and  r«d 
earth,  very  much  broken :  in  many  places  of  which 
tin  brig's  brass  iwelvescould  take  effect, in  others 
fmpedad  by  ridges  near  the  shore.  About  half 
way  beiweeo  the  town  and  the  pan  of  the  mono- 
tain^^  Bashaw  had  posted  a  few  cavalry  to  serve 
aa  videts.  A  detifchment  of  the  enemy,  of  supe- 
rior nambcrs,  desceaded  the  pass,  with  a  view  ol 
•vttiog  off  this  post,  but  they  were  manfully  re- 
nted and  repelled.  Reinlorcemenls  of  small 
^ilisi  joined,  and  eontJoned  to  ioin,  on  one  side 
and  the  Mber,  ontil  about  two  o'clock,  when  the 
aatioa  becnoeeeQeral.    We  were  little  more  than 

KBctalors  of  the  scene.  The  Argue,  as  often  as 
e  enemy  were  uncovered  from  the  ridges,  galled 
(ham  with  ber  shot  from  her  long  twelves,  (the 
twenty-four  ponad  carrooades  could  not  reach,) 
Mdwe  occasionally  btvught  one  of  outfield  pieces 
to  bear  on  them  from  our  advaoeed  battery.  But 
the  ire  of  the  Hornet  was  lost,  by  reason  of  hi 
being  too  near  the  shore,  the  high  bluff  of  which 
covered  the  soeoiy.  Captain  Hull,  who  bad  the 
fairest  opporlutrity  of  ascertaining  it,  judges  there 
were  five  thousand  men  on  the  Geld.  The  engage- 
ment lasted  four  hours.  Though  frequently 
charged,  tbe  Bashaw  lost  not  an  inch  of  ground. 
At  length  the  enemy  gave  way,  and  were  pursued 
qnile  to  the  pass  or  tbe  mountain,  where  a  rerard 
M  safety  compelled^many  of  them  to  quit  tlieir 
horses,  which  fell  into  the  hands  o{  our  friends. 
TbU  action,  thoii(h  fotighi  in  a  Barbarf  mBnoer, 


was  conducted  judiciously  on  the  part  of  the  Ba- 
shaw, and  the  victory  was  decidedly  his.  The 
number  of  his  killed  and  wonnded  is  between  fifty 
iity ;  among  the  latter,  four  of  bis  {vincipu 
rs.  Some  Arab  women,  who  came  in  from 
lemy's  camp  this  morning,  say  that  the  Beys 
lost  between  forty  and  Bfly  killed,  and  upwards 
of  seventy  wounded.  If  wecoold  navefarnished 
'  ~  (wo  hundred  bayonets  to  assist  a  charge,  and 
the  pass  of  the  mountain,  not  a  horse  should 
e  escaped.  Mr.  O'Bannon  was  impatient  to 
lead  his  marines  and  Greeks  (about  thirty  in  nai&- 
ber)  to  the  scene  of  action.  This  could  not  be 
done  without  leaving  oar  post  too  defeoeeleas  in 
ease  of  a.  reserve;  besides.  I  confess  I  bad  doabta 
whether  the  measures  lately  adopted  by  our  com- 
missioner of  peace  would  justify  me  in  acting  oF- 
fensively  any  longer  in  this  quarter.  Had  the 
aids  come  forward  seasonably  which  he  hoped  to 
receive  here,  we  might  now  hare  been  at  Cape 
Mensural,  and  in  fifteen  days  more  at  TripcdL 

Head  winds  have  detained  the  Hornet,  and  a 
gale  last  night  took  the  Argus  to  sea :  aa  aoon  aa 
she  returns  Captain  Eraoa  will  be  despatched  to 
headquarters. 

1  have  communicated,  some  days  since,  sncfa 
pnrts  of  the  contents  of  your  letter  of  the  19th  ot- 
timo,  as  concern  him,  to  Hamet  Bashaw.  He 
answers,  that,  even  with  supplies,  it  would  befruit- 
less  for  Dim  to  attempt  to  prosecute  the  war  with 
his  brother,  after  you  shall  have  withdrawn  year 
squadron  from  tbe  coast ;  but  wthout  supplies  he 
must  be  left  in  a  most  forlorn  sitnalioD,  for  he  can 


faith  in  provisions  which  may  be  stipulated  « 
his  brother  in  his  favor,  except  guarantied  by  the 
United  States.  He  emphatically  says,  that,  to 
abandon  him  here  is.  not  to  co-operate  with  btm, 
but  with  his  rival !  He  wishes  as  to  take  him  off 
in  case  of  peace.  1  am  extremely  anxious  to  lean 
tbe  issue  of  ibe  negotiation. 

Ueantjme,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

WiLLIAH  BATON. 

Sahcel  BAKftoN,  Bsq. 


dtfeated  h^ore  Drmt  on  the  lOti  J 
TUKKS. 
Hassien  Bey,  Commander'in- chief 
Hadge  Ismein  Bey,  commander  of  cavatry,  de- 
serted June 7th,  and  succeeded  by  the  late  Qor- 
ernor  of  Derne. 
MubamedBey,of  Bengaz  i,commanderofiBAoitT. 
Muslapha  Bey,  of  Derne. 
Imhemed  Bey,of  Ogna,  commander  of  the  Arab*. 

Drmtghit  on  the  mott  toiuideraUe  dutntU. 
Tripoli  tans  mounted,  ....  STO 
Left  Tripoli  early  in  Janaary,  as  i*  soppoaed 
from  Captain  Bainbridge's  letter. 
District  of  Meniurat,  mounted  -  -  -  90 
Iraselletti,  -  -  ditto  -  -  -  30 
Issileiti,  -  -  ditto  •  -  -  SB 
Issibeli,  -  -  ditto  -  -  -  76 
Province  of  Bengazi,  ditto       ...       00 
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APPEIDIX. 

Ritmli9HM  viOi  7Vqxi«. 


To»«l  MTalry, 945 

Infaotrr.' iDclndiag  ArabS'        -     1,990  > 
Eefagtet  from  Deine       -        -       390  $     ' 


Bwraitt  up  Co  lOih  Jme  - 
ToUl,     - 


The  germ  of  ibn  srmf  fakd  been  fire  month: 
in  ihe  fleld,  bad  moved  ihrougih  the  greatest  eztea 
of  the  kin^om.  and,  with  every  exertion  to  ang- 
ment  ita  strength,  coold  onlf  bring  this  small  num 
ber  to  rhe  Add.  Why?  Want  of  cash  on  the 
part  t»f  Joseph  Baihaw,  and  want  of  attachment 
en  the  part  of  his  subjects.  Though  we  were 
euongh,  with  Hamet  Bashaw,  to  defoat  tbis  force, 
we  had  not  tb«  means  of  punaiog  the  advantage. 

Mr.  Dan*  to  IliB  SecnMiy  of  State. 

Tripou,  Jamt  2,  1807. 
Sin :  t  arrived  at  tbis  place  on  the  7th  ultimo, 
and  on  the  10th  commuHiaated  to  (he  Mioisier  of 
Foreign  Affairs,  Sidi  Dghies,  my  orders  relaiive 
to  the  executioDof  the  third  article  of  the  treaty. 
He  erpreased  some  surprise  at  the  demand,  and  in- 
alanEljr  handed  me  the  seerat  article,  (of  which  I 
have  the  honor  to  eDclose  you  a  copy,)  and  pro- 
■Ms«d  to  take  an  early  opportmity  of  acquainting 

On  the  morning  of  Ihe  11th,  the  Minister  of  Ma- 
rine, brother-in-law  to  the  Bashaw,  waited  on  me 
at  an  early  hour,  and  asked  me  in  the  name  of 
his  E!xc«lleney,  to  repeat  what  I  had  staled  the 
other  day  before  the  minister  Sidi  Cables.  He 
(aid  it  was  to  strangr,  that  hfs  master  supposed 
there  mnst  be  some  mJBundersianding;  that  erery- 
lody  knew  the  opposition  wfaieh  was  made  to  that 
aniote  en  the  part  of  the  Bashaw,  even  in  the  form 
it  stood ;  and  thai  my  Qovernment  must  be  eon- 
Tinced  that  time  had  not  lesaened  the  difficulties 
aimexed  to  its  eseentton;  that  it  appeared  T«ry 
invonsisient  for  me  to  present  assuraocM  of  our 
fiFiendship,  while  I  came  instructed  to  violate  the 
■Kst  saeied  article  of  our  treaty.  [  informed  him 
Hiat  I  only  wanted  an  answer  to  the  demand  I  bad 
nade,  by  which  my  foinre  condoct  would  be  reg- 
alated;  and  as  his  comments  could  not  possibly 
afieet  the  measures  my  Qovernment  had  resolved 
to  lake,  ifcey  might  very  well  be  spared. 

When  I  retired,  1  waited  on  the  minister  Sidi 
Dghies,  who  had  not  received  any  answer  fiom 
the  Bashaw.  His  impressions  were,  that  my  ex- 
ertions to  obtain  the  release  of  the  family  would 
prore  fruitless,  and  suggested  the  propriety  of  my 
acquainting  the  Government  with  the  nature  of 
the  secret  article,  which  he  sapposed,  from  my 
instructions,  they  most  be  ignorant  of.  I  expressed 
Ihe  wish  of  navine  an  early  answer,  and  informed 
him,  that  as  the  line  of  conduct  I  was  to  pursue, 
in  ease  of  a  refusal,  had  been  directed  by  the  Qov- 
' t,adday  of  that  Mud  was  very 


saty,  and  that  h 

sequences  which  migiit  _ 

of  the  treaty.    He  requested  me  to  call  again  tin 
next  day. 

On  Ihe  morning  of  the  12th  m  again  watied 
on  the  Minister,  who  received  us  with  a  forced 


to  carry  things  toa  serious 

BbawappearedmtMhdispleaBea,BHaveryuitnappy, 
and  certainly  would  not  make  such  a  sacrifice  for 

I  asked  if  that  was  to  be  considered  as  a  deflnv 
tive  answer  from  his  master.  He  hesitated,  and 
eraded  an  answer.  I  assured  him  that  it  was  an- 
necessary  for  ns  to  speak  at  a  distance  ;  that  I  re^ 
quested  att  immediate  aoswer  from  the  Bashaw: 
that  the  brig  could  be  detained  no  longer;  ana 
that  the  family  or  myself  must  embark  on  board. 

A  short  lime  after  we  had  left  him,  he  sent  Hr. 
Ridgley,  and  requested  I  would  join  him  ia  half  an 
hour.  On  entering  his  apartment,  I  found  him 
walking  with  eitreme  agilaiion  He  retjuested 
Mr.  Ridffley  to  explain  torae  the  objeelof  his  visit. 
Mr.  Ridgley  prefaced  bis  obserrations  b^  aayiag 
thathewasfuUy  satisfied  of  the  Minister's  sioceritf, 
and  hoped  it  would  ioflneoce  my  conduct.  The 
Minister  lold  him  he  feared  for  his  life,  and  ex- 
plained some  traits  in  the  Bashaw's  character,  and 
reasons  which  made  him  so  tenacious  oa  this 
point;  tbathisfriendshipfor  the  exile  was  kooWD, 
and  had  drawn  upoD  him  great  and  powerful  en- 
emies; that  my  persevering  so  warmly  in  the  de- 
mand might  induce  the  Bashaw  to  believe  that 
be  (the  MlDister)  supported  rather  than  opposed 
me;  that  he  would  make  considerable  pecuniary 
sacrifice  to  obtain  my  wishes;  and,  that  it  migM 
be  successful,  solicited  me  to  ask  the  fomily  as  x 
favor  rather  than  demand  it  as  a  right ;  the  Df  ran 
bad  been  called,  and  I  would  be  received  fay  ibeia 
at  the  castle ;  that  he  would  be  the  interpreter, 
opposing  me  warmly  io  iingva  FVanea,  bat  wodM 
take  a  very  difierent  pari  in  Arabic ;  and  eonclo- 
ded  with  some  warm  ejaculattoDB  for  the  bappf 
termination  of  the  affiiir. 

I  thanked  the  Minister  for  his  friendship,  and 
assured  him  of  my  compliance  with  his  wishes; 
that  hit  conidence  in  me  induced  me  to  add  that 
the  expectations  of  my  Qo  rem  ment  were  not  re- 
■trieted  to  the  delivery  of  the  family ;  that  I  was 
instructed  to  demand  an  esiablishmeot  for  tbem. 
He  »Bid,  if  the  first  was  granted,  there  would  be 
no  great  difficulty  In  the  second,  to  a  moderalB 

Ai  half-past  nine,  P.  M.  I  was  sent  for  to  the  cas- 
tle where  we  found  the  Divan  assembled,  when  mj 
orders  were  again  made  known,  and  each  in  his 
turn  offered  his  comments  on  the  secret  article ; 

d,  after  considerable  discussion,  the  Bashaw  ad' 
dressed  himself  to  me,  and  requested  my  opioioa 
le  line  of  conduct  he  ought  to  pursue  ;  that 
he  had  strong  reasons  for  wishing  to  retain  the 
family,  and  Ihai  he  had  justice  on  his  side.  I  told 
his  Bxcellency  that  1  could  foresee  no  possible  iQ 
which  coold  icralt  tf  ^'""  '•"■"  •••■"'  imi«ajit«« 


o  hiffl  from  tiieir  imnedUoe 
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delirery,  but  that  his  retention  of  them  would  do 
iu considerable  iojuty  ;  that  our  treaty  washoown 
to  all  (he  world,  and  our  public  faith  pledged  in 
tb«ir  bebalf ;  that  his  brother  had  co-operated  with 
lU,  and  to  deceive  bim  in  such  a  tender  poiat  was 
to  diigrace  ua  as  a  nation.  He  asked  if  I  would 
certify  that  the  treaiv  bad  been  ratified :  to  which 
1  coDsenied,  provided  he  would  execute  the  third 
article.  He  replied  ihai  the  acta  of  do  individual 
■hould  again  involve  him  with  us,  and  that  the 
wishes  of  our  Government  should  be  complied 
with.  1  thanked  him,  and  informed  him  that  the 
wife  of  the  Bey  and  the  other  married  sister  were 
permitted  to  remain;  at  which  the  Divaii  ei- 
preued  much  satisfaction. 

On  the  13ih  1  wailed  on  the  Minister  10  learn 
when  ihey  would  be  ready  (o  embailc,  and  re- 
quested that  their  slaves,  effects,  &c.  would  not 
be  withheld ;  to  which  he  consented.  I  told  him 
that  1  had  now  a  favor  lo  solicit,  which  was,  that 
Bome  establishment  should  he  made  for  the  chil- 
dren. He  assured  us  that  he  bad  made  a  consid- 
erable pecuniary  sacrifice  lo  release  them ;  that 
the  Bey  was  much  disposed  to  do  something  for 
the  mother  and  brothers  of  his  wife;  and,  in  order 
ibat  no  discontent  might  remain  on  our  part,  he 
would  ensage  that  ibey  should  be  provided  for, 
and  that  be  would  give  something  handsome  to- 
wards it  himself,  f  told  him  that  he  should  not 
lose  by  bis  liberality,  and  that  the  expenses  he 
had  incurred  would  be  remunerated  him  by  the 
United  Slates ;  the  exact  amount  of  his  sacrifices 
will  be  ascerlained,  and  I  shall  trust  to  his  Ex- 
cellency the  President  to  make  good  my  assu- 

Capiain  Dent's  orders  being  to  sail  in  theeven- 
ing,  and  it  requiiing  some  time  to  prepare  and 
clothe  the  family,  I  could  not  avail  myself  of  this 
opportunity  of  sending  ihem  to  Syracuse.  The 
same  reason  prevented  my  writing  by  the  Hornet. 

I  bare  the  honor  to  enclose  yon  copies  of  mv 
letters  to  Commodore  Campbell  and  his  Excel- 
lency A chmet  Bashaw.  The  Minister  Dghies 
holds  his  public  situation  from  policy,  perhaps 
neceuiiy.  He  is  wealthy,  and  the  greatest  suf- 
ferer in  all  serious  difficuliicR.  He  possesses  coa- 
(Uerable  talent^  and  which  I  am  sure  will  never 
be  used  to  foment  s  war  with  any  Power.  The 
eoDcessions  we  have  obtained  here  are  unprece- 
dented, and  every  circumstance  tends  to  impress 
Be  with  the  belief  that  we  are  ttot  placed  beneath 
EMiaod  or  France. 

With  profound  reip«et  tud  consideration,  I 
kave  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient 


gage  in  new  operations  of  hostility  against  him, 
to  the  disturbance  of  the  internal  tranqnillity  of 
his  dominions;  and  the  said  United  Stales  being 
""ng  to  evince  ibeir  good  disposiiion  to  pre- 
!  the  said  treaty  with  sincerity,  and  thaluaa- 
quillity  should  be  secured  in  the  dominions  of  the 
said  Bashaw,  do  hereby  agree  to  a  modification  of 
the  said  'article  of  the  treaty  aforesaid,  so  that  the 
n  of  four  years,  from  the  conclusion  of  said 
.  .jiy,  shall  be  fixed  for  the  execution  of  the  m- 

Jagemcnt  of  the  Bashaw  to  deliver  to  his  brother 
is  wife  and  children ;  during  which  time  the 
said  brother  is  to  give  evident  proofs  of  his  peace- 
ful diiiposilion  towards  the  Bashaw,  and  of  hia 
determination  not  to  disturb  the  internal  tmf 
quilliiy  of  his  dominions. 

Given  under  my  band  and  seal,  at  Tripoli,  in 

Barbary,  this  fifth  day  of  June,  in  the  year  one 

thousand  eight  hundred  and  five. 

TOBIAS  LEAR,  r 


GEORGE  DAVIS. 
Jahes  MADiaoN,  Esq. 

[Becret  irtidc  of  the  treaty,  endiMed  inthe  foregoing 
letter.] 
Whereas  His  Excellency  the  Bashaw  of  Tripoli 
b«s  well  grounded  reasons  to  believe,  if  the  wife 
and  children  of  bis  brother  should  be  delivered  up 
lo  him  immediately  on  his  leaving  his  (the  Bas- 
haw's) dominions,  as  cxpiesiediQ  the  third  article 


GREAT  BRITAIN  AND  FRANCE. 

[CommDnicaled  to  Congress,  Jumaiy  IT,  1806.J 
7b  the  Senate  and  Haute  of 

Stpmentattpa  of  tht  United  State*: 

In  my  Message  to  lioih  Houses  of  Congress  at 
the  opening  of  their  present  session,  I  submitted 
to  their  attention,  among  other  subjectr,  the  op- 
pression of  our  commerce  and  navigation  by  tM 
irregular  practices  of  armed  vessels,  public  tod 
private,  and  by  the  introduction  of  new  princi- 
ples, derogatory  of  the  rights  of  neutrals,  and  an- 


of  the  United  Slates  are  now  communicated,  and 
will  develope  these  principles  and  practices  which 
are  producing  the  most  ruinous  efiecia  on  ooi  law- 
ful commerce  and  navigation. 

The  right  of  a  neutral  to  carry  on  commercial 
intercourse  with  every  part  of  the  dominions  of 
a  belligerent,  permitted  by  tbe  lawn  of  the  coun- 
try, (with  the  exception  of  blockaded  ports  and 
contraband  of  war.)  was  believed  to  uve  been 
decided  betweeo  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
States  by  the  sentence  of  their  Com  mission  era, 
mutually  appointed  to  decide  on  that  and  other 
questions  of  difference  between  the  two  nationa, 
and  by  the  actual  payment  of  the  damages 
awarded  by  them  against  Great  Britain  fw  the 
infractions  of  that  right ;  when,  therefore,  it  waa 
perceived,  that  the  same  principle  was  revived, 
with  others  more  novel,  and  extending  the  injury, 
instructions  were  ^iven  to  the  Minister  Plenipo- 
tentiary of  the  United  States  at  the  Court  of  Lon- 
don, and  remonstraoces  duly  made  by  him  on  this 
subject,  as  will  appear  by  documents  transmitted 
herewith :  these  were  followed  by  a  partial  and 
temporary  aaspensioo  only,  without  any  di^ 
arowat  of  the  ptiticiple.    He  has,  therefor^  been 
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instrncled  to  arge  this  tnbjecC  anew,  to  bring  it 
more  fulif  to  the  bar  of  reBuan,  and  to  insist  on 
Ttgbis  too  eTident  and  too  important  to  be  sar- 
rendered.  la  the  meaotime,  the  evil  is  proceed- 
iDE  under  adjudications  fouoded  on  the  principle 
which  is  denied.  Under  these  circumiitances  the 
subject  presents  itself  for  the  consideration  of 
Congrera. 

On  the  impressmeDt  of  our  seamen  our  remon- 
strances have  nerer  been  intermitted.  A  hope 
existed  at  one  moment  of  an  arran^ment  which 
might  have  been  submitted  to,  but  it  soon  passed 
awaf,  and  th»  practice,  though  relaxed  at  times 
in  the  distant  seas,  has  been  constaoilf  pursued  io 
those  in  our  neighborhood.  The  grounds  on 
which  the  reclamations  on  this  subject  hare  been 
urged,  will  appear  in  an  extract  from  instructions 
to  oor  Minister  at  London,  now  communicated. 
TH.  JEFFERSON. 

J^NFAKT  17,  1806. 


r  Statb,  Jan.  25,  1806. 

The  Secretary  of  Slate,  to  whom  the  President 
has  been  pleased  to  refer  the  resolution  of  the 
Senate,  dated  on  the  lOib  instant,  has  the  honor 
to  make  tha  following  report : 

The  most  important  of  the  principles  interpo- 
lated into  the  law  of  nations,  is  that  which  ap- 
pears to  be  maintained  by  (he  British  Oorein- 
ment  and  its  prize  courts,  that  a  trade  opened  to 
nenirala  by  a  nation  at  war]  on  accouut  of  the 
war,  is  unlawful. 

This  principle  has  been  relaxed,  from  time  to 
time,  by  orders,  allowing,  as  favors  to  neutrals, 
particular  branches  of  trade,  disallowed  by  the 
generxl  principle;  which  orders  hare,  also,  in 
some  instances,  extended  the  modifications  of  the 
prinefple  beyond  its  avowed  import. 

In  like  manner,  the  last  of  these  orders,  bearing 
date  the  24th  of  June,  1803,  has  tncorporated  with 


•elt 


relaxation,  a  collateral  principle,  which  is  i 
interpolation,  namely,  that  a  vesael  o 


Tetum  voyage  is  liable  to  capture  by  the 
•tance  of  her  haying,  on  the  ontward  voyaee,  con- 
reyed  contrabaod  articles  to  an  enemy'i  porL 
Row  far  a  like  penalty,  aiiached,  by  the  same  ot- 
der,  to  the  circumstance  of  a  previous  communi- 
«ktion  with  a  blockaded  port,  would  likewise  be 


n  that  part  of  the  order  has  been, 
•or  is  to  be,  carried  into  execution. 

Tba  general  principle,  first  above  stated,  tu 
lately  applied  to  re-exportations  of  articles  im- 
ported into  neutral  countries  from  hostile  eoio- 
Btet,  or  vice  verta,  by  considering  the  re-exporta- 
tion, in  many  cases. as  acontinnationof  theoriei- 
nal  voyage,  forms  another  interpolation,  deeply 
directing  the  trade  of  nenirals.  For  a  fuller  view 
of  this  and  some  other  interpolations,  reference 
may  be  had  to  the  documents  communicated  with 
the  Message  to  Congress  of  the  17lh  instant. 

The  British  principle  which  makes  a  notifica- 
tion to  foreign  Qovemmenis  of  an  intended  block- 
ade equivalent  to  the  notice  required  b^  the  law 
of  naiioai,  before  the  penalty  can  be  incurred ; 


and  that  which  subjects  to  capture  vessels,  arriv- 
ing at  a  port,  in  the  interval  between  a  removal 
and  return  of  the  blockading  force,  are  other  its- 
portant  deviations  from  the  code  of  public  law. 

Another  unjustifiable  measure  is  the  mode  of 
search  practised  by  British  ships,  which,  instead 
of  remaining  at  a  proper  distance  from  the  vessel 
to  be  searched,  and  sending  their  own  boat  viiba 
few  men  for  t.Se  purpose,  compel  the  vessel  to 
send  her  papers  in  her  own,  and  sometimes  wilb 
great  danger  from  the  condition  of  the  boat  and 
the  state  of  the  weather. 

To  these  instances,  without  adverting  toolhen 
of  an  inferior  or  less  definite  character,  la  the 
practice  of  Qreat  Britain,  must  be  added  the  a»- 
sumed  ri^bt  to  imptess  persona  from  American 
vessels,  sailing  under  the  American  flag  on  the 
high  seas.  An  explanation  of  this  practice  will 
be  found  in  the  extract  from  the  instructions  to 
Mr.  Monroe,  communicated  with  the  Message  of 
the  President  above  referred  to. 

Among  the  intetpoiations  introduced  by  thft 
French  Oovernment,  is  a  decree  dated  June  6, 
1B05,  (I8ih  Prairial,  13lh  year,)  importing  that 
every  privateer  of  which  two-thirds  of  the  crew 
should  not  be  natives  of  England,  or  subjects  of 
a  Power  the  enemy  of  France,  shall  be  considered 

Another  is  evidenced  by  the  result  of  an  ap- 
plicotioD  made  by  the  deputy  Consul  of  the  Dni- 
ted  States,  at  Cadiz,  through  the  French  Consul, 
to  Admiral  Villeneuve,  for  the  liberation  of  some 
seamen  of  the  United  states,  who  were  on  board 
the  French  fleet  under  his  command.  The  an- 
swer of  the  Admiral,  dated  29Lh  August  last, 
(11th  Fructidor,  13ih  year,)  states  that  "a  deci- 
sion of  His  Imperial  and  Royal  Majesty  provideB 
that  every  foreigner  found  on  board  the  vessels  of 
war  or  of  commerce  of  the  enemy,  is  to  be  treated 
as  a  prisoner  of  war,  and  can  have  no  right  to  lh« 
protection  of  the  diplomatic  and  commercial 
agents  of  hi<  nation." 

Other  unjustifiable  innovations  on  the  law  of 
nations  are  exemplified  in  the  decree  of  General 
Ferrand.  lately  paJied  at  the  city  of  8i.  Domingo, 
a  translation  of  which  is  annexed. 

The  irregular  mode  of  search  above  described 
is  also  practised  by  the  cruisers  of  France  and 
Spaio. 

The  cruisers  of  the  two  latter  Powers  have  har- 
assed the  commerce  of  (he  United  Slates  in  rarioua 
other  forms,  but  as  it  is  not  known  or  believad 
that  their  conduct  has  been  prescribed  or  sanc- 
tioned by  the  public  authority  of  their  respective 
nations,  they  are  not  considered  as  falling  within 
the  purview  of  the  resolution  of  the  Senate. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JAMBS  MADISON. 

tn  the  name  of  the  Emperor. — Decrte. 
HsiDanARTBaa  or  St.  Doktnoo, 
SUA  Fenc^emMiire,  IWiyear,  (61k  June,  1805.) 
We,  LoDis  Ferrand,  Cteneral  of  Brigade,  Com^ 
mander-ia-Chief,  Captain  Qeoeral,  pro  tempore, 
member  of  the  Legion  of  Honor ; 
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Wherras  our  decrees  of  tlie  Slh  Thermidor,  in 
the  twelfih  year,  and  Ibirleeaih  Messidor,  of  ibe 
thirleenih  year,  as  well  as  our  instruelioDs  lo  the 
owners  sod  captains  of  priraleers  of  the  SSih 
Prsirial,  io  the  same  year,  can  bave  lefc  qo  doubt 
of  the  seoiimeota  wbich  we  have  repeatedly  ex- 
pressed for  the  respect  duelo  tbelreeaotn  of  navi- 
Elion  and  ueulTal  rights;  that  those  piiociples 
Te  beea  scrupulously  adhered  to  by  the  aduun- 
jstialive  and  judicial  authorities,  under  our  direc- 
tions, in  several  decisions  or  judgments  rendered 
by  them  in  cases  of  capture,  ard  releasing  several 
captured  vessels. 

Considering  that  we  had  a  right  lo  hope  from 
our  caodor  ajusi  reciprocity  on  the  part  of  the 
Ooveruiaents  of  ibe  Deighboring  neutral  countries, 
and  their  concurrence,  by  the  measures  which  are 
in  iheir  power,  to  cause  to  be  observed  by  their 
subjects  the  treaties  which  bind  them  to  France, 
as  also  to  restrain  the  infamous  cupidity  of  those 
who,  contrary  to  the  law  of  natioos,  supply  the 
revolted  blacks  by  means  of  a  trade,  the  suppres- 
■ion  of  which  is  required  by  our  personal  respoD- 
sibility  to  the  Emperor  of  the  French. 

Considering  that,  far  from  having  obtained  the 
end  which  we  expected  from  this  frank  and  loyal 
conduct,  the  rigor  of  our  principles  in  fajor  of 
neutral  flags  bas  become,  to  many,  a  stimulus  to 
ibeir  rapacity,  and  that  it  results  from  papers 
found  on  board  of  prizes  lately  cotidemtied ;  that 
Ae  greater  proportion  of  neutral  vessels,  sailing 
from  the  rebeb'  ports,  are  lery  carefully  and 
inelhadically  cleared  for  the  ports  of  Dominique, 
Tobago,  SL  Thomas,  Cura^oa,  Jamaica,  Havana, 
Baiafoa,  St.  Jaso  de  Cuba,  &.«. 

Considering  tnal  the  officers  of  the  customs,  in 
several  ports  of  the  United  Stales  of  America 
bavG  even  had  the  impudence  to  give  official 
clearances  to  neutral  vessels  for  the  ports  occupied 
bjr  ibe  rebels,  and  that,  in  many  instances  of  this 
kind,  they  have  used  the  signature  of  President 
Jefferson,  whose  justice  wasdoublless  surprised. 

Considering  that,  from  the  voluminous  correa- 
pondeaee  found  on  board  the  captured  Tessels 
■ince  our  decree  of  the  33d  Messidor,  it  results 
that  several  of  the  most  respectable  mercantile 
bouses  of  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore, 
&c.,  have  for  so  long  a  time  past,  kept  up  a  con- 
tinued intercourse  with  the  revolted  blacks,  and 
have  habitually  supplied  them  with  every  sort  of 
provisions  and  warlike  stores. 

Considering  that  powerful  equipi 
.„, ,_  iP J  -nercbaadi 


sels,  tSr  y 


!,  have  beer 


this  infami 

Baltimore,  Captain  Kennedy,  of  sixteen  guns,  and 

sailing  from  a  port  of  the  rebels,  has  lately  oeeo 

boarded  and  captured,  after  a  bloody  engagement, 

by  the  French  privateer,  the  Superb,  Captain 

Dominique. 

Considering  that  ii  is  notoriuus  that  the  Ameri- 
ca of  thirty- 1  wo  guns,  the  Connecticut  of  tweniy- 
nro,  the  IndostBD  of  fourteen,  and  several  other 
American  vewelsof  that  description,  are  not  only 
engaged  in  that  execrable  commercej  but  actuallv 
ttSD^rt  the  anna  ami  ammaaition  of  DeauUine'* 


ly  from  one  port  to  another,  thereby  heconioc 
auxiliaries  of  the  black  rebels  againht  Fisncc. 
lonsidering  that  such  conduct,  on  the  part  of 
the  subjects  of  the  United  Statesof  America,  can- 
not be  avowed  by  that  Govemmeut  wiihoui  ac- 
knowledging explicitly  the  iiidepetideDceof  ibe 
black  rebels  of  St.  Domingo,  and  provoking  as 
open  rupture  with  Fraoce. 

Considering  that  the  Iwenty-sixth  article  of  the 

invention,  of  ihe  30th  of  September,  1800,  rati- 
fied 31st  July,  1801,  expressly  prohibits  the  citi- 
zens of  both  the  contracting  parties  to  receive 
protect,  CDDceai,  harbor,  or  assist  any  pirate,  and 
''it,  notwithstanding,  vessels  armed  under  the 

nerican  flag  daily  convoy,  and  sail  in  conceit 
nith  vessels  of  the  negroes,  bearing  a  flag  aa- 
kuown  amongst  the  civilized  Powers,  and  eonte- 
quenily  pirates ;  which  is  evidently  an  infraction 
of  that  article  of  the  convention  of  which  we  bare 
carefully  executed  the  clauses  within  tbe  ezieni 
of  our  Government. 

Considering,  finallfj  that  it  is  our  doty,  and  for 
which  we  are  responsible,  te  put  a  atop,  by  evet^ 
efibri  in  our  power,  to  such  outrageous  abase*, 
which  tend  to  furnish  profusely  the  black  refaele 
with  the  means  ot  carrying  on  their  rebelIion,a«d 
apposing  an  obstinate  resiHiance  lo  His  laiperid 
Majesty's  arms,  when  they  shall  he  diceeied 
against  tbem,  have  decreed,  and  do  decree: 

Article  1.  All  vessels  taken  either  wilbdiieet 
clearances  for  ports  occupied  by  the  reheia,  or 
coming  out  from  them  with  clraraoces  from  Ibe 
custom-bouse,  or  plausibly  suspected  of  a  masked 
clearaace,  the  better  to  insure  their  commuiyca- 
tioB  with  the  rebels,  may  he  conducted  into  the 
pons  of  neighboring  islands,  either  neutral  or  at- 
iied^  showing,  neverlbeless, a  legitimate  rauaeop- 
posing  their  carryiu^  them  directly  toSt.  Domingo 
or  Jamaica,  derogating,  in  thai  instance,  from  one 
decree  of  the  13tu  Messidor  last.  Captains  Oen- 
eral,  Qovernors,  and  commanders  in  these  islaad^ 
who  can  no  longer  doubt  the  obli^tioos  whereby 
all  nations  ought  to  concur  in  measures  toss^ 

Gess  the  rebeliion  in  that  of  8i.  Domingo,  shall 
invited  to  authorize  the  entry  of  these  veasele 
into  their  ports. 

Abt.  2.  In  this  case,  conformably  to  our  inatnie- 
tioBS  of  the  29th  Prairial  last,  the  functions  vt 
ODi  agents  or  delegates  are  limited  to  the  putting 
on  or  taking  off  the  seals ;  selecliog  the  documenls 
found  on  board ;  receiving  the  declarations  and 
interrogatories;  authorizing  provisional  sales  if 
there  should  be  imminent  danger  of  damage 
which  shall  be  proved,  and  in  which  case  chef 
shall  make  a  proeesa  verbal  of  the  unloading,  aa 
inventory  of  appraisement,  and  judicial  sale  bv 
adjudication  at  auction ;  the  proceeds  of  whieb 
shall  be  deposited,  either  in  the  hands  of  a  solveDt 
merchant,  or  io  those  of  the  delegate,  to  be  remit- 
ted after  definitive  judgment  to  the  parly  in  whose 
favor  the  judgment  shall  be  rendered. 

Art.  3.  The  suit  being  concluded,  the  abore- 
mentioned  proceedings  relative  thereto,as  well  as 
the  ship's  papers  inventoried,  without  subtractiac 
under  any  pretext  whatever  the  invoices  or  bilS 
of  lading,  shall  be  addieased  to  the  chief  of  admik- 
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utralioii  of  the  Mirioe  of  S(.  Domingo,  in  origi- 
nals, who  shall  transtnic  them  to  ihe  compelenl 
tribunal  to  take  coEoizanfte  thereof;  and  as  the 
original  papen  might  b«  lost,  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  afteai  or  delesate  of  St.  Domiogo  lk>  deposit 
ID  hii!  office  ebllatea  copies  thereof,  which  copies, 
in  such  case,  legallf  proved,  shall  acquire  the  full 
effect  and  force  of  the  original  papers. 

Aht.  4.  It  shall  besides  De  their  duly  to  join  to 
the  abore-nieDiioDed  paper  an  order  o a  demand 
agreeing  with  the  invoices,  bills  of  lading,  process 
verbal  of  the  uDloading,  appraised  inreDiory,  and 

EroTisiooal  sale,  on  which  order  on  demaoa  shall 
e  stated  the  BiDouuc  of  duties  due  to  GoTcrnmeDt, 
calculated  at  fire  per  cent^  which  duties  shHll  be 
iigorousl]r  paid  at  St.  Domingo  by  the  certifier  of 
tlw  security  of  the  letter  of  marque  before  grant- 
ing a  eopjr  of  the  judgments  of  eondemoBtioii ; 
and  itisexpressly  forbia  that  the  Rwisien  deliver 
it,  withoat  B  certificate  from  (be  collector  of  the 
duties  of  invalids,  testifying  the  receipt  of  those 
duties,  which  shall  be  attached  to  the  original  of 
theaaid  jadgment. 

AnT.  5.  Conformably  with  the  decree  of  the 
12tb  Veodemiaire,  llih  yea^  (October  3,  1803,) 
all  the  prizes  made  in  coDiravention  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  laws  and  regulations  concerniDg 
foreign  commerce  with  the  colony,  shall  continue 
to  be  adjudged  by  the  ordinary  tribunal  of  first 
iastance  at  St.  Domingo,  with  an  appeal  to  the 

Secial  commission  established  conformably  with 
e  same  decree  for  deciding  in  the  last  resort ; 
but  having  regard  to  the  just  repreaenlationsof 
the  OHoers  of  privateers,  and  on  account  of  the 
coDsiderable  expense  their  equipmenin  occasion, 
tkey  shall  not  be  liable  lo  the  expense  of  the  pro- 
cess, ftjriber  than  to  the  mere  fee  for  copies  of  the 
judgment,  fixed  at  forty-four  francs  for  each  of 
the  secretaries,  both  of  the  tribunal  of  first  instance 
and  the  special  commission  of  appeal.  There 
shall  be  raised  upon  the  produce  of  ine  duties  paid 
in  the  bank  of  invalids  in  ibe  marioe,  a  sum  to 
be  divided  in  the  form  of  a  gratification  among 
the  members  of  the  tribunal  of  the  first  instance 
and  those  of  the  commission  of  appeal,  designated 
by  us  to  participate  therein.  The  sum  may  not, 
in  any  case,  exceed  the  fifth  of  that  paid  into  the 
bank  for  the  duties  of  any  one  prize;  derogating 
thus  far  from  the  eicbty-eighth  and  eighty-ninth 
articles  of  our  regulation  upon  the  organization 
of  the  Judiciarv,  dated  the  fifth  of  last  comple- 
Difiilary  day,  ot  which  we  suspend,  as  to  those 
kiod  of  judgments  only,  the  execution  until  peace, 
when  they  shall  resume  their  force  and  vigor. 
We,  moreover,  promise  that  we  will  lake  care, 
that  the  greatest  celerity  be  used  in  all  the  pro- 
ceedings relative  to  prizes. 

Abt.  6.  Our  agents  or  delegates  in  the  neigh- 
boring ueutral  isuiods,  in  cases  wherein  they  have 
proceeded  to  the  iosiiiutioti  of  process  concerning 
prize,  shall  receive,  for  their  tee  of  agency,  ball 
per  cent,  upon  the  amount  of  the  salea;  hut  they 
shall  not  demand  any  fee  of  attcodaoce  for  the 
erier  employed  in  them. 

Abt.  7.  in  cose  of  a  judgment  of  coodemna- 
lioa,  the  agenla  or  del^ates  of  St.  Domingo  are 


bound  to  state,  within  three  months,  the  accovnia 
of  liq^uidation  and  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of 
sales  in  the  form  prescribed  by  the  laws^  and  to 
address  them  to  the  colonial  inspector,  m  order 
that  he  mar  superintend  their  verification  aqd 
registry  or  deposit. 

Abt.  8.  At  the  time  of  the  transmission  of  the 
proceedings  and  ship's  papers  iu  8l.  Domingo,  ow 
agents  or  delegates  are  to  seed  us,  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible, the  captains,  supercargoes,  mates,  sailora, 
and  passengers,  who  shall  have  been  takes  oa 
board  of  vessels  detained  in  the  act,  and  io  cvi> 
dent  communication  with  the  ports  of  the  rebels, 
appearing  by  clearances  whicn  they  may  hare 
for  those  ports,  or  by  those  they  may  have  r»- 
ceived  from  the  rebels;  in  order  thai  thev  aaay 
be  prosecuted  according  to  the  rigor  of  the  laws. 

As  to  captains,  whose  contravention  may  not 
be  evidenced  by  the  documents  found  on  board, 
they  shall  be  informed  of  the  transmission  of  the 
ship's  papers  and  proceedings  to  Si.  Dominge, 
with  the  offer  to  go  with  them,  if  they  think  prop- 
er,  and  with  an  express  summons  in  every  case  to 
appear,  by  procuration  or  in  person,  within  fifiaca 
days,  before  the  judges,  who  are  to  talie  cwni- 
zance  of  the  stopping  of  their  vessel,  in  order  \bt»t 
to  defend  their  rights.  Mention  shall  be  made  of 
their  acquiescence  or  refusal,  in  the  deelaratioB 
which  shall  be  taken  from  them  for  the  purpoae. 

Abt.  9.  The  agents  ordel^atea  of  St.  Domia' 
go  are  required  to  collect,  wiin  the  sreatest  can 
all  the  letters  aad  documents  which  shall  be  found 
in  vessels  detained  for  communications  with  the 
rebels;  to  take  away  for  the  purpose  of  annes- 
ing  to  the  process,  only  those  which  may  give 
elucidations  concerning  the  validity  of  the  cap* 
ture ;  and  to  transmit  directly  to  us  the  »- 
mainder,  by  the  most  prompt  and  safe  oppov- 


Aht.  10.  These  jeiters  and  documents  shall  be 
dissected  in  our  secretary's  office  by  the  interpre- 
ters of  the  Oovemmeot ;  the  documcnis  shall  be 
separated.whicbshowthe  own  ers,  insure  rs,  freight- 
ers, merchants,  dealers,  captaina^  supercargoes,  and 
others,  connected  by  commercial  relations  or  in- 
terests with  the  revolted  blacks ;  which  dooumenia 
specially  marked  by  the  President  Regent  of  tha 
imperial  audience  or  court  of  appeal,  filling  here 
the  sialioo  of  commissary  of  justice,  shall  De  de- 
posited as  proofs  of  the  o&ences,  with  those  which 
are  already  io  the  registry  of  the  special  commia- 
sion  of  appeal,  established  by  the  decree  of  the 
Qovemment  of  the  13th  Vendemiaire,  llihvear, 
to  adjudge  the  captures  for  conlravenlion  of  the 
provisions  of  the  laws  and  reguUlions  concerning 
foreign  commerce  with  the  colony. 

Abt.  11.  A  list  shall  be  drawn  up  by  the  same 
magisirate  of  the  owners,  insurers,  freighlerL 
merchaots,  traders,  captains,  supercai^oes,  aad 
others,  connected  by  commercial  relations  or  it* 
tetests  with  the  rebels,  and  designated  in  the  cor- 
respondence and  documents  deposited  as  proela 
of  the  offences:  at  the  bead  of  this  list  shall  be 
placed  the  owners  and  others  interested  in  the  vea- 
sels,  stopped  in  the  fact,  and  condemned  as  such 
,  from  their  dearaoeea,  eiUter  directly  for  the  porta 
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of  Ibe  rebels,  ' 


,  r  proTiDg  thai  the;  are  comiDg 
Iberefrom  by  receipts  orduties,  &.c.  The  same 
op«rstioii  shall  take  place  every  mooth.  Copies 
■oi  these  lists  shall  be  be  delirered  lo  every  cruiser 
bearing  our  letters  of  mart. 

'  Art.  12.  Every  vessel  whatsoever,  onder  what- 
soever &B,^  it  may  navigate,  on  board  of  which 
-shall  be  be  found  invoices,  bills  of  ladiog,  and 
other  documeois,  having  a  direct  relation  to  one 
or  more  of  the  persons  contained  upon  the  list  di- 
rected by  ibe  preceding  article,  shall  be  provision- 
ally detained,  without  any  regard  (o  the  distance 
of  the  territorial  sea  or  place  in  which  it  may  have 
Iweo  found,  and  shell  be  carried  into  port  to  be 
{here  ezaniined.  There,  aflec  the  most  exact  re- 
tearches,  which  shall  be  made  by  the  competent 
tribunals,  it  shall  be  decided  whether  there  be  or 
not  a  ground  of  confiscation  and  condemnation, 
either  of  tbe  vessel  or  of  the  whole  or  part  of  the 
cargo  only :  but  io  no  caie  may  the  captured  cap- 
ttiu  claim  from  the  capturing  cruiser  any  indem- 
nity for  the  deviation  from  his  route,  or  the  delay 
in  his  voyage.  £ven  tbe  costs  of  suit  shall,  in 
this  case,  be  oorne  by  tbe  captains. 

Art.  13.  Every  cruiser,  wnich  shall  take  a  ves- 
sel at  anchor  in  a  port  occupied  by  tbe  rebels,  or 
navigating  under  the  indegine  flag,  shall  Iw  ei- 
fltnpt  from  all  duties  for  his  prize. 

Art.  14.  Every  cruiser  which  shall  enter  at 
St.  Domingo,  and  convey  provisions  thither  in 
ease  of  a  sie^e,  shall  enjoy  tbe  same  exemptiop 
during  a  cruise  of  six  months. 

Art.  15.  Tbe  present  decree  shall  be  transcribed 
upon  the  registers  of  the  colooiat  inspections,  of 
the  tribunal  of  first  instance,  and  of  the  special 
commission  of  appeal,  adjudging,  io  the  last  resort, 
'  of  the  provisions  of  the 

ing  foreign  c 
,  .  snail  be  transmilti 
oar  agents  and  deieRates,  with  an  injunction  to 
conform  thereto;  to  ineGoveruorsand  command- 
ants of  allied  and  neutral  islands ;  to  the  Minis- 
ter Plenipotentiary  of  France  to  the  United  Stales 
of  America;  and,  finally,  to  His  Excellency  MoD- 
•eigneur,  the  Minister  of  Marine  and  the  Colonies ; 
in  order  to  avail  ourselves  of  every  cSori  in  order 
to  repress  a  shaineful  and  hostile  traffic  which 
(ends  to  nourishihe  most  odious  of  rebellions. 
L.  FERRAND. 

On  the  lubjea  of  Impnumentt. 

Gxlraet  nf  a  letter  fiDm  the  Secretary  of  State  to 

Junes  Honrae,  Esq.,  dated 

Jahdart  5,  1804. 
We  consider  a  neutral  flag  on  the  high  seas  as 
a  safeguard  lo  those  sailing  under  it.  Cfreat  Brit- 
aia,  on  the  contrary,  asserts  a  right  to  search  for, 
and  seize  her  own  subjects;  and  under  that  cover, 
as  cannot  but  happen,  are  often  seized  and  taken 
off  citizens  of  the  United  Stales,  and  citizens  or 
subjects  of  other  neutral  countries,  navigatinir  the 
bign  seas,  under  tbe  protection  of  the  Ai 


Were  the  right  of  Great  Britain  in  this  not  de- 
nied, the  abuses  floviog  from  it  wonld  justify  the 


captures  for 


United  Slates  in  claiming  and  expecting  a  discou- 
tinuance  of  its  exercise.  But  the  right  is  denied, 
and  on  the  heat  grounds. 

Although  Great  Britain  has  not  yet  adopted,  in 
the  same  latitude  with  most  other  nations,  tbe 
immunities  of  a  neutral  flag,  she  will  not  deny 
the  general  freedom  of  the  high  seas,  and  of  neu- 
tral vessels  navigating  Ibem,  with  such  excep- 
tions only  as  are  annexed  to  it,  by  the  law  of  na- 
tions. She  must  produce,  then,  such  an  exception 
in  the  law  of  nations  in  favor  of  the  right  slia 
contends  for.  But  in  what  written  and  received 
authority  will  she  find  it  1  In  what  usage  except 
her  owa  will  it  be  found  7  She  will  find  in  both, 
that  a  neutral  vessel  does  not  protect  certain  ob- 
jects denominated  contraband  of  war^  including 
enemies  serving  in  Ibe  war,  nor  articles  going 
into  a  blockaded  port,  nor,  as  she  has  maintained, 
and  as  we  have  not  contested,  enemies'  moptxtj 
of  any  kind.  But  nowhere  will  she  find  an  ex- 
ception to  this  freedom  of  the  seas,  and  of  neutral 
flags,  which  justifies  the  taking  away  of  any  per- 
son not  an  enemy  in  military  service,  fonaa  on 
board  a  neutral  vessel. 

If  treaties,  British  as  well  as  others,  are  to  be 
consulted  on  this  subject,  it  will  equally  appeat 
that  no  couotenaDce  to  the  practice  can  be  found 
in  them.  Whilst  they  admit  a  conlraband  of 
war,  by  enumerating  its  articles^  and  the  effect  of 
a  real  blockade  by  defining  it,  in  no  instance  da 
they  affirm  or  imply  a  right  in  any  sovereign  to 
enforce  his  claims  to  the  allegiance  of  his  sub- 
jects, on  board  neutral  vessels,  on  tbe  high  seas. 
On  the  contrary,  whenever  a  belligerent  claim 
against  persons  on  board  a  neutral  vessel  is  refer- 
r^  to  in  treaties,  enemies  in  military  service  alone 
are  excepted  from  the  general  immunity  of  per- 
sons in  that  situation;  and  this  exception  con- 
firms the  immuaity  of  those  who  are  not  included 

It  is  not,  then,  from  the  law  of  the  usage  of 
nations,  nor  from  the  tenor  of  treatio,  that  aof 
sanction  can  be  derived  for  the  practice  in  qaes- 
tion.  And  stirelv  it  will  not  be  pretended,  that 
the  sovereignty  or  any  nation  extends  in  any  case 
whatever  beyond  its  own  dominions,  and  its  own 
vessels  on  tbe  high  seas.  Such  a  doctrine  would 
give  just  claims  to  all  nations,  and  more  than 
anything  would  countenance  tne  imputation  of 
aspirins  to  a  universal  empire  of  the  seas.  It 
would  be  Ibe  less  admissible,  loo,  as  it  would  be 
applicable  to  limes  of  peace,  as  well  as  to  times  of 
war,  and  to  property  as  well  as  to  persons.  If  the 
law  of  allegiance,  which  is  a  municipal  law,  be  in 
forceat  all  on  ihehighseas,onbuBrd  foreign  vessels, 
it  must  be  &o  at  all  times  there,  as  it  is  within  its 
acknowledged  sphere.  Ifthereasonallegedforitbe 
Kood  in  lime  of  war,  namely,  that  the  sovereign 
Has  then  a  rieht  to  the  service  of  all  his  sub- 
jects, it  must  be  good  at  all  times,  because  at  all 
times  he  has  the  same  right  lo  their  service. 
War  is  not  the  only  occasion  for  which  he  maf 
want  their  services,  nor  is  external  danger  the 
only  danger  a^insi  which  their  services  may  be 
required  for  his  security.  Again,  if  the  authorilf 
of  a  municipal  law  can  operate  on  persons  in  for- 
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eipi  vetiel*  on  the  high  seas,  becaoK  wilhia  the 
domiDion  of  iheir  sovereiga  ibe^  woald  be  sabjeet 
to  that  law,  and  are  vioUttag  that  law  by  being 
in  that  situation,  ho v  reject  the  infereDce  tbat 
the  aaihoriiy  ofa  municipal  law  mar  equally  be 
enforced  on  board  foreign  vessels  on  the  bighseas, 
afainsl  articles  of  property  exported  in  Tiolation 
<H  such  a  law,  or  belonging  lo  the  coanlry  from 
which  it  waa  exported  1  and  ever;  commercial 
regulation  in  time  of  peace,  too,  as  well  as  of  war, 
wonld  be  made  obligatory  on  foreigners  end  (heir 
vessels,  not  only  whilst  within  the  dominion  of 
thesovereign  making  the  regulation,  bat  in  every 
sea,  and  at  every  distance,  where  an  armed  vessel 
might  meet  with  them.  Another  inference  de- 
serves attentiot].  If  the  subjects  of  one  sovereign 
may  be  taken  by  force  from  the  vessels  of  another, 
on  the  high  seas,  the  right  of  taking  them  when 
found  implies  the  right  of  searching  for  them,  a 
vexation  of  commerce,  especially  in  time  ofpeace, 
which  has  not  yet  been  attempted,  and  which,  for 
that,  as  well  ait  other  reasons,  may  be  regarded  as 
contradicting  the  principle  from  which  it  would 
flow. 

Taking  reason  and  justice  for  the  test  of  this 
practice,  it  is  peculiarly  indefensible,  because  it 
deprives  tbe  dearest  rights  of  persons  of  a  regular 
trial,  to  which  the  most  inconsiderable  article  of 
property,  captured  on  the  high  seas,  is  entitled, 
and  leaves  their  destiny  to  the  will  of  an  officer, 
sometimes  cruel,  ofteu  ignorant,  and  generally 
interested,  by  his  want  of  mariners,  in  his  own 
decisioDs.  Whenever  properly  found  in  a  nen- 
tral  veasel  is  supposed  to  be  liable  on  any  ground 
to  capture  and  condemnation,  tbe  rule  in  all  cases 
is,  that  the  question  shall  not  be  decided  by  the 
captor,  but  be  carried  before  a  legal  tribunal, 
where  a  regular  trial  may  be  had,  and  where  the 
captor  himself  is  liable  to  damages  for  an  abuse 
of  bis  power.  Can  it  be  reasonable,  then,  or  JQat, 
that  B  belligerent  commander  who  is  thus  reslriot- 
edand  thus  responsible,  in  a  case  of  mere  property 
of  trivial  amount,  should  be  permitted,  without 
recurring  to  any  tribunal  whatever,  to  examine 
the  crew  of  a  neutral  vessel,  to  decide  the  import- 
ant question  of  their  respective  allegiances,  and  to 
carry  that  decision  into  instant  execution,  by  forc- 
ing every  individual  he  may  choose  into  a  service 
abnorrent  to  his  feelings,  cutting  him  off  from  his 
most  tender  connexions,  exposing  his  mind  and 
his  person  to  the  most  hnmiliating  discipline,  and 
his  life  itself  to  tbe  greatest  dangers')  Reason, 
justice,  and  humanity,  anite  in  protesting  a^inst 
so  extravagant  a  proceeding.  And  what  is  the 
pretext  for  it  7  It  la,  that  the  similarity  of  lan- 
guage and  of  features  between  American  citizens 
and  British  subjects,  are  such  as  not  easily  to  be 
distinguished,  and  that  without  thie  arbitrary  and 
summary  autnoriiy  to  make  the  distinction,  Brit- 
ish subjects  would  escape,  under  tbe  nameofAme- 
lieao  citizens,  from  the  duly  to  which  they  owe 
to  Iheir  sovereign.  Is,  then,  the  difficulty  of  dis- 
tiDguisbingamarioerofoneconntry  from  the  mari- 
ner of  the  other,  and  the  importance  of  his  services, 
a  good  plea  for  referring  the  question  whether  he 
belongalotheonear  the  other,  to  an  arbitrary  de- 


cision on  thespot,  by  an  interested  end  irresponsible 
officer  1  In  allothercasesthe  difficulty  and  tbe  im- 
portance of  questions  are  considered  as  reasons  for 
requiring  greater  care  and  formality  in  investigat- 
ing them,  and  greater  security  for  a  right  decision 
on  them.  To  say  that  precautions  of  this  sort 
are  incompatible  with  tbe  object,  is  to  admit  that 
the  object  is  onjustiQable;  since  the  only  means 
by  which  it  can  be  pursued  are  such  as  cannot  be 
justified. 

The  evil  takes  a  deeper  die  when  viewed  in  its 

firactice  as  well  as  in  tts  principles.  Were  it  al- 
owable  that  British  subjects  should  be  taken  out 
of  American  vessels  on  the  high  seas,  it  might  at 
least  be  required  that  the  proof  of  their  allegiance 
should  lie  on  the  British  side.  This  obvious  and 
just  rule  is,  however,  reversed ;  and  every  seaman 
on  board,  though  going  from  an  American  port, 
and  sailing  under  the  Amerjcan  flag,  and  some- 
times even  speaking  an  idiom  proving  him  not  to 
be  a  British  subject,  is  presumed  lo  be  such  unless 
shown  to  be  an  American  citizen.  It  may  sarely 
be  affirmed  that  ihis  is  an  outrage  and  an  indig- 
nity whieh  has  no  precedent,  and  which  Great 
Britain  would  be  among  the  last  nations  in  the 
world  to  suffer  if  offered  to  her  own  subjects  and 
her  own  flag.  Nor  is  it  always  against  tbe  right 
presumption  alone,  which  is  in  favor  of  the  cit- 
izenship corresponding  with  the  flag,  that  tbe  vi- 
olation is  commilied.  Not  uufrequently  ii  takes 
Slace  in  defiance  of  the  most  positive  proof,  certi- 
ed  in  due  form  by  an  American  officer.  Let  it 
not  be  said,  tbat  in  granting  to  American  seameo 
this  protection  for  their  rights  as  such,  the  point 
is  yielded,  tbat  the  proof  lies  on  tbe  American  side, 
and  that  the  want  of  it  in  the  prescribed  form  jus- 
tifies the  inference  tbat  the  seamen  is  not  of  Amer- 
ican allegiance.  It  is  distincilv  to  be  understood, 
that  the  certificate  usually  called  a  protection  to 
American  seamen,  is  not  meant  to  protect  them 
under  their  own  or  even  any  other  neutral  flag, 
on  the  high  seas.  We  can  never  admit,  that  in 
such  a  situation  any  other  jirotection  is  required 
forthem,tlian  the  neutral  flagitself  on  the  high  seas. 
Thedocnmentisgivenloprove  their realcharacter, 
insituations  to  which  neiiuer  the  lawof  nations  nor 
their  own  country  are  applicable,  in  other  words, 
to  protect  them  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  . 
British  laws,  and  to  secure  to  tbem,  within  every 
other  jurisdiction,  the  rights  and  immunities  due 
to  them,  if,  in  the  coarse  oftheir  navigation  even 
on  the  high  seas,  the  document  shonid  have  the 
effect  of  repelling  wrongs  of  any  sort,  it  is  an  in* 
eidental  advantage  only  of  which  they  avail  them- 
selves, and  is  by  no  means  lo  be  misconstrued 
into  a  right  to  exact  such  a  proof,  or  to  make  any 
disadvantageous  inference  from  the  want  of  it. 

Were  it  even  admitted  that  certificates  for  pro- 
tection might  be  justly  required  in  time  of  war, 
from  American  seamen,  they  could  only  be  re- 
quired, in  cases  where  the  lapse  of  time  from  its 
commencement  bad  given  an  opportunity  for  the 
American  seamen  to  provide  themselves  with  such 
a  document.  Yet  it  is  certain,  that  iu  a  variety 
of  instances  seamen  have  been  impressed  from 
American  vessels,  on  tbe  plea  that  (hey  had  DM 
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tkts  proof  of  eitizeoship,  wYiea  the  date  and  pisses 
of  impreBameDis  demoDiIrated  the  imposiibiliif  of 
their  tnowitis  in  time  to  provide  the  proof  that  a 
state  of  war  had  rendered  it  oecessary. 

Whether,  therefore,  we  conaalt  the  lav  of 
tioes,  the  tenor  of  Ireatiei,  or  the  dictates  of 
reaioD  and  justice,  do  wariaot,  oo  pretest  can 
be  fonoi  for  the  British  practice  of  making 
im  pressmen  la  from  Amerioaa  vessels  aa  the 
high  seas. 

Great  Britain  has  the  less  to  say  in  excuse  for 
this  practice,  as  it  is  in  direct  cootradietian  to  the 
prineiplei  on  which  she  proceeds  in  other  ei 
Whilst  sbc  claims  and  seizes,  on  the  high  seas, 
oWDsabjectsvoluntarily  setvinf  in  American 
•els,sheiiatcoasIaDil^^iveD,WDesshecouldgive, 
aa  a  reason  for  not  dischsrginf  from  her  service 
American  eilizens,  that  Ibey  had  voluntarily  ea- 
gaged  in  it.  Nay  njore,  whilst  she  impreaeea  her 
own  snbjects  from  the  American  service,  although 
tliey  may  have  been  settled  and  married,  and  even 
Htturalized  in  the  United  Slates,  she  eoustantly 
fnaes  to  release  from  her  service  American  citia 
impressed  intoit,  whenever  lite  caogiveforarcBi 
that  they  were  either  settled  or  married  within  her 
dominions.  Thus,  whenever  the  voluntary  consent 
of  the  individual  favors  her  prelensions,  she  pleads 
the  validity  of  that  consent.  Wbra  the  voluntary 
eonseat  of  the  iodividoal  stands  in  the  way  of  her 
prelensions,  it  goes  for  noibins-  When  marriage 
orresidenceean  he  pleaded  in  her  fa  roT,  she  avails 
benelfof  the  plea.  When  marriage  and  residence, 
Ud  even  naturalization,  are  against  her,  no  re- 
neet  whatever  is  paid  to  either.  6he  takes  by 
force  her  own  subjects  voluntarily  serving  in  our 
■vessels.  She  keeps  by  force  Americaa  citizens 
■■voluntarily  serving  in  hers.  Hare  flagrant  in- 
ooDsisteneies  cannot  be  imsgined. 

Notwithstanding  the  powerful  motives  which 
ought  to  be  felt  by  the  British  OovemtneBt  to  r»- 
lioquiah  a  practice  which  exposes  it  to  so  many 
reproaclies,  it  is  foreseen  that  objections  of  differ- 
«DI  sorts  will  be  pressed  on  yoi).  You  will  be 
told,  Srst,  of  the  grest  number  of  British  seamen 
in  ibe  American  trade,  and  of  the  Doeessity  for 
their  services  in  time  of  war  snd  danger.  8ee- 
ondly,  of  tbe  tights  and  the  prejudice  oT  Ibe  Brit- 
itk  nation  with  respect  to  what  are  called  itte 
Brtlisb  or  Narrow  Seas,  where  its  domain  would 
be  abandoned  by  the  aieneral  stipnlatioti  required. 
Thirdly,  of  the  use  wWh  would  be  made  of  such 
a  sanctuary  as  that  of  American  vessels,  for  de- 
•enioos  and  traitorous  commuDieations  to  her 
eoemiev  especially  across  the  channel  to  France. 

In.  Witn  respect  (o  the  British  seamen  serV' 
i«g  in  our  trade,  it  may  beremarked,  first,  that  the 
number,  though  considerable,  is  probably  less 
than  may  be  supposed;  secondly,  that  what  is 
wrong  in  itself  cannot  bf>  made  right  by  consid- 
erations of  expediency  or  advanisge;  thirdly, 
that  it  is  proved  bv  the  fact,  that  the  number  of 
imI  British  gained  by  the  practice  in  question  is 
of  considerable  importance,  evea  in  the  scale  of 
advantage.  The  annexed  report  to  Cocgress  on 
the  subject  of  impressments,  with  tbe  addition  of 
N«h  cue*  aa  may  be  is  the  kaoda  of  Hr.  Brriag, 


will  verify  tbe  remark  ia  its  application  to  tlw 
present  war.  The  statement  made  by  his  pred«- 
eeasor  during  the  last  war,  and  which  is  also  an- 
nexed, is  in  the  same  view  atill  more  eonelusirc 
The  statement  comprehends  not  onljr  all  the  a^ 
plications  mode  by  him  in  tbe  first  instance^  iec 
the  liberstioQ  of  impreMed  aeanen,  between  \hm 
month  of  June,  1707,  and  September,  1801,  bat 
many  also  which  had  been  nwde  previoas  to  tbis 
agency,  by  Mr.  Fiockney  and  Mr.  Kiw  m4 
which  It  was  necessary  for  bim  to  renew.  Tbca* 
spplicationa,  therefore,  may  fairly  be  considawJ 
as  embracing  the  greater  part  of  tbe  period  of  tb« 
war;  andassppHcationsaieknowB  to  be  pretty  ift> 
discriminately  roade,thev  mar  be  further  eonsHler- 
ed  as  embracing  if  not  ine  whole,  the  far  gfesilei 
part  of  tbe  impresameais,  those  of  Britisk  snb- 
jects as  well  as  others.  Yet  the  restdt  exbibila 
two  ihoussnd  and  finy-niaecSE«eoDly,aBtl  of  this 
number  one  hundren  and  two  seaniea  only,  de> 
tained  as  British  subjects,  which  is  lees  than  aD»- 
tweotielh  of  tbe  number  impressed;  snd  ose 
thousand  one  hundred  and  foriy-two  disehargnd, 
or  ordered  to  be  so,  as  not  being  British  aub- 
jects.  which  is  more  than  one-half  of  tbe  whole 
number,  leaving  eight  hundred  and  five  for  fiu- 
ther  proof)  with  the  stroageat  presumptios  tbat 
tbe  greater  part,  if  not  the  whole,  were  Ameri- 
cans or  other  aliens,  whose  proof  of  eitiaensbip 
bad  been  lost  or  deairoyed,  or  whose  sitwitiaB 
would  accouat  for  tbe  difficulty  and  delays  ia 
prodocinK  it.  So  that  it  is  oerUin  that,  fix  ail 
the  BritiA  seamen  gaiucd  by  this  violent  proeeed- 
ing,  more  than  an  e<qual  number  who  were  not  ao 
were  the  victimsj  it  is  highly  probable  that,  Imt 
every  seaman  gaiaed,  a  nnmber  of  others,  lessibaK 
four  to  one.  must  have  been  the  victims,  aod  it  ia 
even  probable  that  this  number  may  have  ezecsA- 
ed  the  proportion  of  twenty  to  one. 

It  cannot,  therefore,  be  doubted  that  the  aeqni- 
sition  of  British  seamen,  by  these  impressmeaia^ 
whatever  may  be  its  advantage,  is  lost  in  ifaa 
wrong  done  to  Americans  igoorantljr  or  wilfullv 
~  for  British  sabieeie,  ip  tbe  jealnasy  aod 

iciled  among  aQ  maritiate  nations  by  an 
adherenoe  to  such  a  practice,  and  in  the  partieti- 
lar  provocation  to  measures  of  redress  on  the  pact 
of  the  United  Slates^  not  less  disagreeabla  to 
them  tbaa  embarrasning  to  Great  Britain,  and 
which  mav  threaten  the  good  understaadingwhieh 
ought  to  be  faithfully  cultivated  fay  both.  Tbe 
:opyDfa  bill  brought  into  Cmgress  under  the 
influence  of  violations  committed  on  our  Aac 
^ires  force  to  this  latter  consideration.  Wbetbei 
:t  will  pan  into  a  law,  and  at  the  present  sewoa, 
is  more  iban  caa  yet  be  said.  As  there  ii  every 
reason  to  believe  that  it  has  been  proposed  wiu 

a,  it  will  probably  not  be  pursued  into 
effect,  if  any  hope  can  be  supported  of  a  reia- 
edy  by  an  amicable  arrangement  between  tbe  two 

There  u  a  further  consideration,  which  ought 
to  have  weight  in  ihis  question.  Although  the 
British  seamen  employed  in  carryino;  oo  Ameri- 
can commerea  be  w  some  respect  lost  to  their 
own  aatioe,  yet  saah  is  the  intimste  and  extOB- 
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uve  eoonexMD  (ri'  tbi>  commeree,  direct  and  cir-  j 
enitoni,  with  tb«  cDmmeree,  the  raanaractarei, 
the  lercnve,  and  ihe  general  resouren  of  the 
Bfimb  DBtioD,  thai,  in  oiher  wspeets,  its  mari- 
ners, OD  boarJ  of  Aiaetican  veasela,  mi?  truly 
be  nid  to  be  readeriug  it  the  moit  raluable  ser- 
vieea.  It  would  not  be  extravaKaDl  ta  make  it  a 
iqacstioD,  wheiher  Great  Briiaiu  would  not  safier 
more  by  wiibdrawiog  her  seameii  from  the  mer- 
chant reueltoftbe  United  8(ateB,thaDherenemieE 
would  auOer  from  the  addition  of  ihem  to  the 
crewa  of  her  sbipa  of  war  aod  cruisen. 

Should  any  difficulty  be  started  eoneerningaea- 
nien  bora  wiihiD  the  Britieh  dominioM,  and  nat- 
vralixed  bf  the  United  States  since  the  trextr  "^ 
1783,  you  may  remove  it  by  observing,  first,  that 
TetyfewifauytuehnaiuralizaiioBacaD  lake  place, 
the  law  here  lequiring  a  preparatory  retidoiee  of 
five  years,  with  notice  of  ibe  intention  to  become 
»  citizen,  entered  of  record  two  years  before  the 
bsi  neceaoaiy  fornialiiy  ;  beside*,  a  reeular  proof 
«r  fe«d  roofal  eharactef— condition*  little  likely 
low  complied  with  by  ordinary  seafaring  persona; 
aecoodlv,  that  a  diacoDiinnance  of  iropteaaroenis 
OD  tbe  bigh  seas  will  pterent  an  aetnal  collision 
between  tbe  interfering  clftimx.  Within  the  juris- 
diction of  each  nation, and  in  their  respective  *es- 
ada  on  the  hif[h  sees,  each  will  enforce  theellegi' 
«nce  which  it  elainis.  In  irifaer  ntoaiionn^  the 
indiTidaals  doubly  claimed  will  be  wtthia  a  jivia' 
dictioc  iodependeAt  of  both  natioits. 

2d.  The  Britiih  pretensiom  to  doaain  over  tbe 
Barrow  kmb  are  so  absofaie,  and  so  iadafenaihle, 
that  they  never  would  have  oeeurred  ma  a  proba- 
ble objection  in  tbiscase,  if  they  had  not  actually 
frastraled  an  arrangement  aellled  by  Mr.  King 
with  iha  British  Ministry  on  the  subject  oi  im- 
|wea*aients  fVom  American  resseb  on  tbe  high 
■eBi.  Ai  ibe  laomeni  when  tbe  artielea 
peeled  to  be  signed,  an  exception  of  ^e  "  narrow 
aeu"  wa«  urged  and  insisted  on  by  Lord  St.  Vin- 
tSDt ;  and  beiog  utterly  inadmissible  on  oar  part, 
tbs  negotiation  was  abandoned. 

Tbe  objection  in  itielf  has  certainly  not  the 
aJjgbtcBt  foundation.  The  time  has  been,  indeed, 
when  England  not  only  claimed  but  exercised 
pretensions  scarcely  inferior  to  fiiU  sovereignty 
•rer  the  seas  BUrruunding  tbe  British  ieles,  and 
.  even  as  far  as  Gape  Finisterre  to  ihe  south,  and 
Van  Siaten  in  Norway  to  the  north.  It  i 
lime,  however,  when  reason  bad  little  share 
termintng  ibe  law,  and  the  intercourse  of  nations, 
when  power  alone  decided  questions  of  right, and 
when  the  ignorance  and  want  of  concert  among 
other  maritime  countries  facilitated  such  an  usurp' 
ation. 

The  progress  ofcivilizaiion  and  infortaation  has 
^wluced  a  change  in  all  those  respects;  and  no 

Kinciple  in  the  code  of  public  law  is  at  present 
Iter  established  than  the  common  freedom  of  the 
Mar  beyond  a  very  limited  distance  from  the  ter- 
liloriee  washed  by  tbem.  Tbis  distance  is  not; 
indeed,  6jed  witb  absolute  precision.  It  is  varied, 
ID  a  small  degree  by  written  authoriiiei,  and  per- 
haps it  may  be  reasonably  varied  in  qpme  degree 
by  total  paculiatiliea.    But  the  grcatMt  diitaDce 


which  would  now  be  listened  to  anywhere  wodU 
11  proportion  of  ibe  narrowest  part  vS 
the  narrowest  seas  in  question. 

What  are,  in  fact,  the  prerogatives  claimed  aad 
exercised  by  Great  Britain  over  these  seas?  If 
they  were  really  a  part  of  her  domain,  her  author- 
ity would  be  the  same  there  as  within  her  other 
domain.  Foreign  vessels  would  be  subject  to  all 
the  lavrs  and  regulaiionH  {nraeA  for  them,  a* 
much  ai  if  they  were  within  the  harbors  or  rivera 
of  the  country.  Nothing  of  tbis  sort  is  pretended. 
Noihiog  of  this  sort  would  be  tolerated.  The  only 
instances  in  which  these  seas  are  distingnisbed 
from  other  seas,  or  in  which  Great  Britain  enjoys 
vithin  them  any  distinction  ov«  other  nationa 
ire,  first,  the  compliment  paid  by  other  flags  to 
hera;  secondly,  the  extension  other  territorial 
iurisdietion,  in  certain  cases,  to  tbedislanoeoffov 
leagues  from  tbe  coast.  The  first  is  a  relic  of  a>- 
cient  usurpation,  which  has  thus  long  escaped  ttoa 
correction  which  modern  and  more  enlightesed 
times  have  applied  to  other  usurpations.  The 
prerogative  has  been  ofiea  contested,  howevar, 
even  at  tbe  expense  of  bloody  wars,  and  is  atiU 
borne  with  ill  will  and  impatience  i^  her  neigh- 

Al  the  last  Treaty  of  Peace  at  Amiens,  the 
abolition  of  itwasrepealedlyatid  strongly  preaaed 
by  France ;  and  it  is  not  improbably  ibal,  at  no 
emote  day,  it  will  follow  ibe  fate  of  tbe  title  of 
Sing  of  Prance,"  so  long  worn  by  the  Britiah 
monarchs,  and  at  length  to  property  sacrifloed 

the  lessons  of  a  magnanimous  wisdom.    As  far 

ibis  homage  to  the  British  flag  has  any  found- 
ation at  preECDi,  it  resta  merely  on  long  Qsoge,  a«d 
longacqaiescence,whicbareooDstnied(asinBfew 
other  cases  of  maritime  claims)  into  the  effect  of 

general,  though  tacit  convention.  The  seoond 
instance  is  the  extension  of  the  territorial  juris- 
diction to  four  leagues  from  the  shore.  This,  too, 
aa  far  as  the  distance  may  exceed  that  which  is 
generally  allowed,  rests  on  a  like  foundation, 
airengtbened,  perhaps,  by  the  local  facility  of 
smuggling,  and  tbe  peculiar  interest  wbicb  Great 


deeply  her  whole  .•ystem  of  revenue,  e 
and  manufaeturea ;  whilst  tbe  limitation  itself  to 
four  leagues  necessarily  implies,  that,  beyond  that 
distance,  no  territorial  inrisdiction  Is  assumed. 

But,  whatever  may  be  tbe  origin  or  the  value 
ofihese  prerogatives  over  foreign  flags,  inonecase, 
and  within  a  limited  portion  of  these  seas  in  ano- 
ther, it  is  obvious  that  neither  of  tbem  will  be  vio- 
lated by  the  exemption  of  American  vessels  from 
impressments,  which  are  nowise  connected  with 
either;  having  never  been  made  on  the  pretext 
either  of  withholding  the  wonted  homage  to  the 
British  flag,  or  of  timuggling  in  defiance  of  British 

This  extension  of  the  British  law  to  four  leagues 
from  the  shore  is  inferred  from  an  act  of  Parlia- 
ment, passed  in  the  year  1736,  (9  Geo.  3.  c.  36,) 
tbe  terms  of  wbicb  comprehend  all  vessels  foreign 
as  well  as  Britiah  ;  it  is  possible,  however,  that  the 
former  ate  construe  lively  excepted.  Should  your 
inqnirie*  ascertain  this  to  be  the  ca*e,  yon  wffi 
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Witti  respect  to  the  coroplimeni  paid 
British  flag,  ii  is  also  possible  tliat  more  is  Lere 
conceded  thaD  you  may  find  lo  be  oecessu; . 
ter  tbe  peace  of  1783,  this  complifflent  was  per- 
cmpiorilf  withheld  by  Fraaee,  io 
moDBtrances  of  Qreai  Britain ;  an 
your  iuquiry,  whether  ii  did  not  coDliaue 
refused,  not witbatao ding  the  failure  at  Amient  lo 
obtain  from  Qreai  Britain  a  formal  renunciation 
of  tbe  claim. 

Framerery  riewof  ihesubject.it  isreasooableto 
eipeol,  that  tbe  eiSeption  of  the  narrow  seas  from 
Ihestipulationa^inst  impressments,  willoot  be  iQ' 
flexibly  maintamed  ;  should  it  be  so,  your  negoti- 
ation will  be  at  an  end.  The  truth  is,  thai  so 
great  a  proportion  of  out  trade,  direct  and  circni' 
tons,  passes  ihtougb  those  channels,  and  such  is 
its  [wcutiaT  exposure  in  them  to  the  wrong  prac- 
tised, that,  with  such  an  exception,  any  remedy 
would  be  rerv  patiial.  And  we  can  oeTer  con- 
HDt  to  pDrcaase  a  partial  remedy  by  confirm- 
ing a  general  erti  ana  by  subjecting  ourselves  to 
our  own  reproaches  as  welt  as  to  those  of  other 
nations. 

3d.  It  ap]>eaii,  as  well  by  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Thorolan,  in  answer  to  one  from  me,  of  both 
which  copies  are  enclosed,  as  from  conrersattons 
with  Mr.  Merry,  that  the  facility  which  would  be 
^Teo,  inrticularly  in  the  Briiisn  channel,  by  the 
uninaniiy  claimed  for  American  Tesseta,  to  the 
escape  of  traitors,  and  the  desertion  of  others 
whose  serricea  in  lime  of  war  may  be  particularly 
important  to  an  enemy,  forms  one  of  toe  pleas  for 
the  British  practice  of  examining  American 
erews,  and  will  be  one  of  the  objections  to  a  for- 
mal relinqQishmeQi  of  it. 

This  plea,  like  all  othen,  admits  a  solid  and  sat- 
isfactory repl]|.  In  the  first  place,  if  it  could  pre- 
vail at  all  against  the  neutral  claim,  it  would  au- 
thorize the  seizure  of  the  persona  described  ooty, 
and  in  vessels  bound  to  a  hostile  country  only; 
wfaereas,  the  practice  of  impressins-  is  applied  lo 
persons,  few  or  any  of  whom  are  alleged  to  be  of 
either  description,  and  to  vetsels  whiibersoeTer 
bonnd,  even  to  Great  Britain  herself.  Id  the  next 
place,  it  is  not  only  a  preference  of  the  smaller 
object  OD  one  side  to  a  greater  object  on  the  other, 
but  a  sacrifice  of  right  on  one  side  to  expediency 
on  the  other  side. 

On  the  aubfed  of  Ike  CoUmial  TVade. 
Extract  of  m.  letter  from  tha  SecTBtary  of  State  to  James 
Honroe,  Esq. 
Defarthent  of  State,  April  12,  1805. 
The  papers  herewith  enclosed  explain  particu- 
larly the  case  of  the  bn^  Aurora. 

The  sum  of  the  case  is,  that  while  Spain  was 
at  war  with  Great  Brilaio,  this  vessel,  owaed  by 
a  citizen  of  the  United  Slates,  brought  a  cargo  of 
SpKuish  produce,  purchased  at  the  flavana,  from 
that  place  to  Charleston,  where  the  cargo  wai 
landed,  except  an  iosigniSeaDt  portion  of  it,  ant 
the  duties  paid,  or  secored,  according  lo  law,  in 


like  manner  as  they  are  required  to  be  paid,  or 
secured,  on  a  tike  ca^a.  from  whatever  port, 
meant  for  home  consumption ;  that  the  cargo  re- 
mained on  land  about  three  weeks,  when  it  wit 
reshipped  for  Barcelona,  in  Old  Spain,  and  the 
duties  drawn  back,  with  a  deduction  of  three  and 
a  half  per  cent.,  as  is  permitted  to  imported  articles 
in  all  cases,  at  any  time  within  one  year^  under 
certain  regulaticns,  which  were  pursued  in  this 
case ;  that  the  vessel  was  taken  on  her  voyage  by 
a  British  cruiser,  and  sent  for  trial  to  Newfound- 
land, where  the  cargo  was  condemned  by  the 
Court  of  Vice  Admiralty ;  and  that  the  eaosewai 
carried  thence,  by  appeal,  to  Great  Britain,  where 
it  was  apprehended  that  toe  sentence  below  woold 
not  be  reversed. 

The  ground  of  this  sentence  was,  and  that  of 
its  confirmation,  if  such  be  the  resnlt,  mast  be,  that 
the  trade  in  which  the  vessel  was  engaged  was 
unlawful,  and  this  unlawfulness  must  res^  first, 
on  the  general  principle  assumed  by  Great  Brit- 
ain, that  a  trade  from  a  colony  to  its  parent  coun- 
try, being  a  trade  not  permitted  to  other  nations 
in  time  of  peace,  cannot  be  nude  lawful  to  them 
in  lime  of  war ;  secondly,  on  the  allegation  thai 
the  continuity  of  the  voyage  from  the  Havana  to 
Barcelona  was  not  broken  by  landing  the  cargo 
in  the  Uoiled  States,  paying  the  duties  thereon, 
and  thus  fulSlliog  the  ie^l  prerequisites  to  a 
home  consumption  ;  and,  therefore,  that  the  cargo 
was  subject  lo  condemnation,  even  under  ihc 
British  regulation  of  January,  1798,  which  ao  for 
relaxes  the  general  principle  as  to  allow  a  direct 
trade  between  a  belligerent  colony,  and  a  neutral 
country  carrying  on  such  a  trade. 

Witn  respect  to  the  (general  principle,  which 
disallows  to  neutral  nations,  in  time  of  war,  a 
trade  not  allowed  to  them  in  time  of  peace,  it  may 
be  observed — 

First,  That  tbe  principle  it  of  modem  dale; 
that  it  IS  maintained,  as  is  believed,  by  no  other 
nation  but  Great  Britain  ;  and  that  it  was  asaom- 
ed  by  ber  under  the  auspices  of  a  maritime  aiceit- 
dency,  which  rendered  such  a  principle  sabaenri- 
ent  to  her  particular  interesi.  The  bislM-y  of  her 
regulations  on  this  subject  shows  that  they  have 
been  constantly  modified  under  tbe  inflneaee  of 
that  consideraiion.  The  course  of  these  modiS- 
cations  will  be  seen  in  an  appendix  to  the  fourth  • 
volume  of  Robiuson's  Admiralty  Reports. 

Secondly,  That  the  principle  is  manifestly  con- 
trary to  the  general  interest  of  commercial  na- 
tions, as  well  as  to  the  law  of  nations  settled  by 
the  most  approved  anihoritiea,  which  reeognises 
no  restraints  on  the  trade  of  nations  not  at  war, 
with  nations  at  war,  other  than  that  it  shall  be 
impartial  between  the  latter,  that  it  shall  not  ex- 
tend lo  certain  military  articles,  not  to  the  iranS' 
poTiaiion  of  persons  in  military  service,  nor  to 
places  aclually  blockaded  or  besieged. 

Thirdly,  That  the  principle  is  the  more  con- 
trary to  reason  and  to  right,  inasmuch  as  the  ad- 
mission of  neutrals  into  a  colonial  trade  shut 
against  them  in  times  of  peace,  may,  and  often 
does,  result  from  considerations  which  open  to 
neutrab  direct  channels  of  trade  with  the  pweni 
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State,  shut  to  lb  em  ia  times  of  peace,  i  be  le^litf 
of  wbich  ktter  relazalioa  ii  not  kpown  to  bave 
beeD  coQiested ;  and  inasmuch  as  a  commerce 
may  be  and  frequenUr  is  opened  in  lime  of  war, 
between  a  colony  and  other  countries,  from  cod- 
sideratioDS  which  are  not  incident  to  ibe  war, 
and  wbich  wonld  produce  the  wme  effect  in  a 
lime  of  peace;  sucn,  for  eiampli 


1793,  condemned  the  principle,  that  a  trade  for- 
bidden to  neutrals  in  lime  of  peace,  coald  not  be 
opened  to  them  in  time  of  war;  on  which  precise 
priacipie  these  instructions  were  founded.  And 
OS  the  reversal  could  be  jusliGed  by  no  other  au- 
thority than  the  law  of  nations,  by  which  they 
guided,  the  law  of  nations,  according  to  that 


e  course  of  profitable 


diminution  of  thi 
supplies,  or  new  tntDs 
intercbBng;eB. 

Fourthly,  That  it  is  not  only  contrary  to  the 
principles  and  practice  of  other  nations,  but  to 
the  practice  of  Great  Britain  herself.  It  is  well 
known  to  be  her  invariable  practice  in  lime  of 
mr,  by  relaxations  in  bei  navigation  laws,  to  ad- 
mit neutrals  to  trade  in  channels  forbidden  to 
them  in  times  of  peace ;  and  particularly  to  open 
her  colonial  trade  both  to  neutial  vessels  sod 
supplies,  to  which  it  is  shut  in  times  of  peace : 
and  that  one  at  least  of  her  objects,  in  these  re- 
laxations, is  to  give  to  her  trade  au  immunity 
from  capture,  to  which  in  her  own  hands  it  would 
be  subjected  by  the  lyar. 

Fifthly,  The  practice  which  has  prevailed  in 
the  British  dominioos,  sanctioned  by  Orders  of 
Council  and  an  act  of  Parliament,  [39  G.  3.  c.  98.] 
authorizing  for  British  subjects  a  direct  trade  with 
the  enemy,  still  further  diminishes  the  force  of 
her  pretensions  for  depriving  us  of  the  colonial 
trade.  Thus  we  see  in  Robinson's  Admiralty 
Reports  ptuaim,  that  during  the  last  war  a  li- 
censed commercial  intercourse  prevailed  between 
Great  Britain  and  her  enemies,  Prance,  Spain, 
and  Holland,  because  it  comprehended  articles 
Deceisary  for  her  mannfaciures  and  agriculture; 
notwithstanding  the  effect  it  had  in  opening  a  vc 
to  the  surplus  productions  of  the  others.  In  tl 
manner  she  assumes  to  suspend  the  war  itself 
to  particular  objects  of  trade  beneficial  id  herself; 
white  she  denies  the  right  of  ihe  other  belligerents 
to  suspend  their  aeeustomed  commercial  restric- 
tions, in  favor  of  neutrals.  But  Ihe  injustice  and 
inconsistency  of  her  atiempi  lo  press  a  strict  rule 
on  DeDtrals,  la  more  forcibly  displayed  by  the  na- 
ture of  the  trade  which  is  openly  carried  on  be- 
tween Ihe  colonies  of  Great  Britain  and  Spain, ' 
the  West  Indies.    The  mode  of  it  is  detailed 

the  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  from ,  wherein 

it  will  be  seen  that  American  vessels  and  cargoes, 
afler  beins  condemned  in  British  courts,  under 
pretence  of  illicit  commerce,  are  sent,  on  British 
account,  to  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain,  if  not  to 
the  rery  port  of  the  destination  interrupted  when 
ihey  were  American  property.  What  respect 
can  be  claimed  from  others,  to  a  doctrine  not  only 
of  so  recent  an  origin,  and  enforced  with  so  little 
uniformity,  but  which  is  se  conspicuously  disre- 
garded in  practice  by  the  nation  itself,  which 
stands  alone  in  contending  for  it  1 

Sixihly,  It  ia  pailicularly  worthy  of  attention 
that  the  Board  of  Commissioners,  jointly  consti- 
tuted by  the  British  and  American  Governments, 
under  the  seventh  article  of  the  Treaty  of  1794, 
by  reversing  condemnations  of  the  British  conrta 
ioondecl  OD  the  British  insiiuctions  of  November, 


cnrred  in  these  reversals  does  not  appear,  but 
whether  they  did,  or  did  not,  ihe  decision  waa 
equally  binding;  and  affords  a  precedent  which 
could  not  be  disrespected  by  a  like  succeeding 
tribunal,  and  ought  not  lobewitbouigreatveight 
with  both  nations,  in  like  questions  recurring  be- 
On  these  grounds  the  United  States  may  justly 
regard  the  British  captures  and  condemnations  of 
neutral  trade,  with  colonies  of  the  enemies  of 
Great  Britain,  as  violations  of  right;  and  if  ttttr 
son,  consistency,  or  that  sound  policy  which  can* 
not  be  at  vanance  with  either,  be  allowed  the 
weight  which  they  uuf^t  to  have,  the  British 
Government  will  feel  sufficient  motives  to  repair 
the  wrongs  done  in  such  cases  by  its  cruisers  and 

But,  apart  from  this  general  view  of  the  sub- 
ject, a  refusal  to  indemnify  the  sufferers,  in  the 
particular  case  of  the  Aurora,  is  destitute  of  every 
pretext,  because,  in  the  second  place,  the  conti- 
nuity of  her  voyage  was  clearly  and  palpably 
broken,  and  the  trade  converted  into  a  newchar* 
aeter. 

It  has  been  already  noted  that  the  British  r^o- 
lation  of  1798  admits  a  direct  trade,  in  time  of 
war,  between  a  belligerent  colony  and  neutral 
country  carrying  on  tbeitrade;  and  admits  con- 
sequently the  legality  of  the  importation  by  the 
Aurora,  from  Ihe  Havana  to  Charleston.  Not 
has  it  ever  been  pretended  that  a  neutral  natitra 
has  not  a  right  to  re-export  to  any  belligerent 
country  whatever  productions,  not  contraband  of 
war,  which  may  have  been  duly  incorporated  and 
naturalized,  as  a  part  of  the  commercial  stock  of 
the  country  re-exporting  it. 

The  question,  then,  to  be  decided  nnder  the 
British  regulation  itself,  is,  whether  in  landing  the 
cargo,  paying  the  dultes,  and  thus  as  effectnally 
quallfymg  the  articles  for  the  legal  consumption 
of  the  country,  as  if  they  had  been  its  native  pro- 
ductions, ibey  were  not,  at  the  same  lime,  equally 
qualified  with  native  productions  for  exporution 
10  a  foreign  market.  That  such  ought  to  be  the 
decision  results  irresistibly  from  the  following 
considerations : 

1.  From  the  respect  which  is  due  to  the  inter- 
nal regulations  of  every  country,  where  they  can- 
not  be  charged  with  a  temporizing  partiality  to- 
ward particular  belligerent  parlies,  or  with  fraud- 
ulent views  toward  all  of  them.  The  regulationa 
of  the  United  States  on  this  subject  must  be  free 
from  every  possible  imputation,  being  not  only 
fair  in  their  appearance,  but  just  in  their  princi- 
ples, and  having  continued  the  same  during  the 
periods  of  war,  as  they  were  in  those  of  peace. 
It  may  be  added  that  they  probably  coneapo&d,  ia 
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«Terf  eaMDtial  featare  relating  to  re-cxporiHtioa, 
wiik  the  lawB  of  otber  commercial  conotriet,  aed 
particnlaily  with  Iboie  of  Great  Britain.  The 
atmaied  ootiiae  of  t^em,  by  tbe  Secretary  of  th« 
Traasury,  will  at  OBceezplain  iheircbaraeter.aiid 
■how  tbat,  in  (he  caae  or  the  Aumth,  evny  teg^al 
nquiaite  waadoly  complied  wlib. 

8.  Fron  the  imiMMwhilitr  of  •abatituting  any 
other  admtNtUe  criterioa,  thaa  that  of  laadiog 
Ae  anielea,  and  otherwiie  qoalifyiag  them  for 
ibe  lue  of  the  country.  If  ibia  re§:iil«r  and  ena- 
■omar^  proceeding  be  not  a  barrier  agsingt  forthcr 
teqairiea,  where,  it  raay  be  aakcd,  are  the  inquiries 
(»a(op7  By  whateridencearepaTtieolararticlea 
to  be  ideniined  on  the  high  aeas,  or  befure  a  for^ 
eign  tribunal  T  If  identified,  how  i>  it  to  he  ■•- 
eertainedwhether  they  were  imported  with  a  riew 
IB  the  market  al  home,  or  lo  a  forergu  market, 
or,  aa  eaght  alwayi  to  be  presumed,  lo  the  one  or 
tw  other,  ai  it  should  happen  to  inrite  ?  or  if  to 
a  foreign  market,  whether  to  one  forbidden  or  per- 
mitted by  the  Briiiib  reniilatioDtT  for  it  is  to  be 
fMollected  that  among  the  modificatioDa  which 
her  policy  has  given  to  the  general  principle  as- 
MVted  by  her,  a  direct  trade  is  permitted  to  a  neu- 
tral carrier  from  a  belligerent  colony,  to  her  ports, 
aa  well  as  to  tfaoae  of  his  own  country.  If,  again, 
the  taading  of  the  goods  and  the  payment  of  the 
dotiea  be  not  sufficient  to  break  the  coatindiiy  of 
the  voyage,  what,  it  may  be  asked,  is  the  dt^gree  of 
iiMemal  change  or  alienation  woich  will  hare 
thai  efleei  1  May  not  a  claim  be  set  op  to  trace 
the  articles  from  band  to  hand,  from  ship  to  ship, 
it  the  aameport,  and  even  from  oae  port  to  a«o- 
Aer  port,  as  long  as  they  remain  in  tbe  country  1 
In  a  word,  in  departing  frora  the  aimple  crttenon 
proTided  by  eke  ooantry  iteelf,  fat  its  own  legiti- 
nne  aad  permanent  eb^ts,  it  is  obvioas,  tliat, 
Wtides  tbe  defaleationa  which  might  be  oemmi- 
led  on  OUT  carrying  trade,  pretexts  will  be  given 
•»  araisen  for  eiWHess  rantiooe  on  oar  commeroe 
M  laige,  aad  that  a  latitude  aad  delays  will  accrue 
in  tbe  diataat  proceedinge  ef  Admiralty  eoartt, 
Mill  mora  rninousaad  intolerable. 

3.  From  the  decision  in  the  Britiril  Htgh  Coart 
of  Admraliy  ttsetf,  given  in  the  eaae  of  the  Polly, 
Laeky,  maatar,  b^  a  jodge  deservedly  celebrated 
hit  a  profonad  jadgncBl,  which  cannot  be  sua- 
peotadof  leaning  toward  doctrines  unjust  or  in- 
jnrloas  to  the  ri^t*  of  hisown  eouatry.  On  (bat 
occasiDn  be  ezprenly  declares :  "  It  ii  not  ray  bo- 
aineas  to  say  what  is  nniversally  the  test  of  a  dons 
Jide  ittporiBtTon :  it  if  argued  that  it  would  be 
auffleieat  that  the  duties  should  be  paid,  and  that 
tbe  cargo  should  be  landed.  If  these  criteria  are 
oof  te  be  reaorted  to,  1  should  be  at  a  loss  to  ksoiv 
iftat  ahoold  be  tbe  teat ;  and  I  am  strongly  dis- 
paaed  to  bold,  that  it  would  be  saffictent  that  the 
md>  should  be  hinded  and  tbe  duties  paid."— S 
Rob.  Reporta,  p.  306-9. 

The  President  baa  thought  it  ]»oper  that  you 
■boald  be  fornisbed  with  anch  a  view  of  tbe  sob- 
jaccasiihere  sketehed;  that  yon  may  make  the 
aae  of  ft  best  suited  to  the  oeoasion.  If  the  trial 
of  the  Aurora  should  not  be  over,  it  ia  ifnestiona- 
Ue  whwhai  the  GtoreraiMnt  will  iatcrfara  with 


its  courts.  Should  the  trial  be  ever,  and  the 
sentence  of  tbe  Viee  Admiralty  Court  at  Saint 
John's  bare  been  coaGrmed,  ^n  are  to  lose  ne 
lime  in  i^Menting  to  the  British  Govemroeoi  a 
representation  earreapovding  with  tbe  scope  tS 
these  observations ;  end  in  urging  (bat  redress  ia 
rhe  ease,  wbieh  is  equally  due  to  private  jus tioe^ 
to  the  reasonable  aipeetationsof  the  United Btatea, 
and  to  that  confidence  and  harmony  which  enght 
to  be  eberisfaed  beiveeo  the  two  nations. 


No.  1&  OaBA-r  CoHaaai^iiD  VuKm, 
"  '      S3,  MD& 


in  oiir  last  interview,  that  I  sboold  have  been  !»»• 
ored  before  this  with  an  answer  fVem  yenr  Lord- 
ship to  my  letters  respecting  tbe  late  seimre  of 
American  vessels.  I  understood  it  to  be  agreed 
ibatthe  disenssion  whieh  then  took  phwesaouU 
be  considered  as  unofficial,  ae  explanatory  only  o( 
Ibe  ideas  which  we  might  |especti*ely  enlenaiB 
on  the  subject,  and  that  your  Lordship  would  af- 
terwards give  me  such  a  reply  to  my  letten 
respecting  that  measure  as  His  Majesty's  Qovont- 
mem  might  desire  lo  have  communicated  to  the 
QoTernment  of  the  United  States.  In  conso- 
quenoe,  I  have  since  waited  with  anxiety  saoh  % 
commnnioaiion,  in  the  deil^  expectation  ef  re- 
ceiving it.  It  is  far  from  being  mydedre  Mgive 
four  Lordship  any  tronbte-in  this  business,  which 
can  avoid,  as  the  time  whieh  haa  ainee  elapaed 
ily  shows ;  bot  the  great  importance  of 


frequency  of  seixoras  which  are  still  made  af 
American  vessets,  place  me  in  a  aitnatioi)  of  pe- 
culiar peap<»sibility.  My  Oovennnent  will  e» 
pect  of  me  eorreci  ioformation  on  this  point,  in 
all  lis  views,  and  I  am  very  deairoos  of  eoamlf- 
ing  with  its  just  expectation.  I  most,  Ibeiefofe. 
again  request  thai  yoor  Lordship  wUl  be  so  goos 
as  to  enable  me  to  make  such  a  repras^tatios  *• 
my  Oovernment  of  that  mearan  ai  Hia  Hajeatf^ 
Goverament  may  think  proper  to  give. 

I  am  sorry  to  add,  that  the  longer  I  haw  reflect- 
ed on  the  subject,  the  moreconbmed  I  have  been 
in  the  objections  to  tbe  measure.  If  we  examine 
it  in  referenoe  to  the  law  of  nations,  it  appears  i» 
me  to  be  repugnant  to  every  ptioeiple  of  that  law; 
if  by  ihe  understanding,  or,  as  it  may  be  mm 
properlvcalIed,theagreementofourQov«mDeaCi 
respeetiog  the  commerce  in  qoestiMi,  I  consider 
it  equally  repugnant  to  tbe  principles  of  that 
agreement.    In  noth  these  viewa  yoar  Lordabip 

.11  permit  me  to  make  some  additional  remaru 


I  this 


ibject. 


,  tbe  law  of  nations,  as  settled  by  the  n. 
approved  writers,  no  other  restraint  is  acknowl- 
edged on  Ihe  trade  of  neutral  nations  with  tbeaa 
at  war  than  that  it  be  impartial  between  the  lal' 
ter;  that  it  shall  not  extend  to  articles  which  ate 
deemed  contraband  of  war,  nm-  to  Ihe  tran*pori»- 
lion  of  poKOBi  m  ptUitary  serviee,  sor  to  phwaa 
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■GKnllr  blo^aded  vt  bc«ieg«d.  £*eTr  other 
eommereeof  a  ncntral  with  a  belligefent  h  con- 
■idered  a  lawful  conHoerce ;  and  erer;  other  r*- 
■traiot  on  it  to  either  of  the  belligeKots  by  the 
other  an  anlawful  retlraiM. 

Tke  lilt  of  eBDtiabMkl  w  well  deGaed,  as 
also  [be  circumilancea  which  eoDaiitute  a  block- 
ade. The  best  anthoriliet  have  uatud  id  conf 
ing  iIm  ftret  to  each  articles  at  are  used  in  w 
aad  are  applicable  lo  mllllarjr  purposes  ;  and 
rrqnirmg,  to  oonititiite  the  latter,  the  dispoajtion 
of  ineb  a  force,  OODsialing  of  statiouary  ihifis,  so 
aear  Ibe  port,  by  the  Power  which  attacks  it,  a> 
to  tnahe  ii  dangerous  for  the  tomaI  of  a  nnitra) 
Power  to  eater  ii.  The  late  treaty  between  Orait 
Brilsiii  and  HaanadesignaleB  these  cironiBMaaeea 
m  neeessary  lo  eonitimie  a  bloekvde,  and  it  is  be- 
Kered  that  it  was  neTer  viewed  before  ia  a  light 
more  farorable  to  the  ioTadiog  Power.  The  ves- 
•^  eoDdemned  were  engaged  ib  a  coramerce  be- 
tween the  Dnited  State*  and  somaiiori  in  Europe, 
et  between  ihoae  Stales  and  the  West  India  isl- 
ands, belonging  to  an  enemy  of  Qreat  Britain.  In 
Ibc  European  Toyage,  the  cargo  eoQsisied  of  the 
wodnctioDB  of  the  coloaies ;  in  ihe  royage  to  the 
West  Indies,  it  eonsisied  of  the  goods  of  the 
Power  to  which  the  eoloDy  belonged,  and  to 
which  the  ship  was  destined.  The  ship  and  cargo, 
in  every  ease,  were  the  properly  of  American 
citizens,  and  the  cargo  had  been  landed,  and  the 
d«ly  on  it  paid,  in  the  United  Slates.  It  was  de- 
cided that  these  voyages  were  contiDnons;  and 
(he  vessels  and  cargoes  were  eondemned,  on  the 
principle  that  the  comtoerce  was  illegal,  I  beg  to 
refer  more  especially  iit  this  statemeat  lo  Ibe  case 
of  the  Essex,  an  appeal  flvni  the  jodgment  of  the 
Vice  Admivalty  eonn  at  New  Providetice,  in 
which  the  Lords  Conmiesioners  of  Apneak  in 
confirming  tbat  judgneni,  estaUialttd  thit  doc- 
trine. 


s  of  the  case*  have  involved  a  qoettioa  of 
evmraband,  of  blockade,  or  of  any  other  kind, 
that  was  0ver  contested  lilt  of  laie  in  favor  of  a 
Mligerent  agaiosi  a  neutral  Power.  1(  is  not  od 
my  princi]^  that  i«  applicable  to  any  snch  case 
that  thamenaateen  he  defended.  Oawhatprin- 
einte,  then,  is  it  supported  by  Oreat  Britain? 
Wbat  is  tiie  nntnra  and  extent  «f  her  doennef 
What  nre  the  etreamslBDcei  which  recommnid 
tbex^anenls  which  support  it)  For  inforina- 
tkn  ea  these  pointa  we  cannM  refer  to  the  well 
known  writers  on  the  law  of  nations ;  no  illasim- 
tioa  can  be  obiamed  from  them  of  a  doctriae 
which  they  never  heard  of.  We  most  hiok  for  it 
10  Ml  authority  mom  modern ;  to  one  which,  how- 
aver  respectable  for  the  learnieg  and  professions! 
abiliiies  of  the  judge  who  presides,  is,  neverthe- 
IcM,  one  which,  from  many  eoDsidentions,  is  not 
obligatory  on  other  Powers.  In  a  report  of  the 
decisions  tf  the  Gonri  of  Admiralty  of  this  king- 
dom^ we  find  a  notice  of  a  series  of  orders  iaraed 
by  the  Gorennent,  of  different  datesand  imports, 
whieb  havnrcgulaicd  diis  bwMs*;    Tim  ftnt  of 


these  bears  date  on  the  ftth  of  November,  1793; 
the  second  OH  the  8ib  of  January,  1794 ;  tbe  third 
OD  the  26th  of  Jannary,  1798.  Other  orders  have 
been  issued  since  the  commeDcement  of  tlie  pres- 
ent war.  it  is  these  orders  which  haveaatboriaed 
ih«  seizures  which  were  ojftde  at  different  times 
in  the  course  of  the  last  war,  and  were  tatdv 
made  by  British  cruisers  of  the  vessels  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates.  They,  loo,  form  the  law  which  hns 
governed  tbe  eonris  in  ibe  decisions  on  the  sevenl 
eases  which  have  arisen  noder  those  seiaarei; 
The  first  of  these  orders  prohibits  aliogeiher  every 
speeies  of  commerce  between  neitiral  conntriea 
and  enemies'  eotooies,  and  between  netitral  and 
other  countries,  in  the  produelioos  of  tbose  enlo- 
■Ms,  tbe  second  and  subsequent  orders  modify  il 
in  vario OS  forms.  The  doctrine,  however,  in  every 
deeisioa,  is  the  same :  it  is  coDteoded  in  each  thai 
the  character  and  jnsi  extent  of  the  ptinciple  is  to 
be  found  in  the  first  order,  and  that  every  deMrl- 
ore  from  it  since   has  been  a  relaxation  (H  the 

Erinciple,  not  claimed  of  right  by  neutral  Powers, 
ui  eoncaded  in  their  favor  graiu^onsly  by  Qreat 
Britain. 

Id  support  of  these  orders,  il  is  otged  thai,  aa 
the  colonial  trade  is  a  system  of  monthly  to  the 

Krent  couDtry,  in  time  of  peace,  neutral  Powers 
ve  no  right  to  patlicipaie  in  it  in  time  of  war, 
alihoogh  tney  be  permitted  ao  to  do  by  the  parent 
country  ;  that  a  belligerent  has  a  right  to  interdict 
them  from  such  a  commerce.  It  is  on  this  syBtem 
of  internal  restraint,  this  regulation  of  colanitd 
(mde  by  the  Powers  having  colonies,  that  a  new 

{irineiple  of  tbe  law  of  natioas  is  attempted  to  be 
(lunded:  one  >rhich  seeks  to  diserimiaate  in  le- 
spect  10  tbe  commerce  of  neutral  Powers  with  a 
belligerent,  between  different  parts  of  the  territory 
of  the  same  Power,  and  likewise  subverts  aonry 
other  principles  of  great  importance,  wtitch  have 
heretofore  heen  held  sacred  among  natioas.  Ii  a 
believed  that  so  impoitani  a  saperstrticUire  was 
never  raised  on  so  slight  a  foundation.  Permit 
veto  a«k,doe3  it  follow,  because  the  parent  owhh 
try  inaaopoliscs  in  peace  the  whole  commeroe  at 
its  colonies,  that  id  war  it  should  have  no  right  to 
[palate it  at  alii  That,  on  theoontrary,it^o«ild 
be  eonetrued  to  transfer,  in  equal  axient,  a  right 
to  its  enemy,  to  the  prej«idice  of  tbe  pnient  cotM»- 
ir^,  of  the  odooie^  aold  «f  neutral  Powers?  If 
tbiidoetrifte  was  sound,  it  would  certainty  insti- 
tute a  new  and  siogolar  mode  of  acquiring  and 
loatng  rights ;  oae  which  would  ba  highly  advan- 
tageous to  one  party,  while  i  t  was  equail  y  injuriom 
to  the  other.  To  ihe  colonies,  mora  especially,  it 
would  prove  peculiarly  onerous  and  oppresnva. 
It  is  known  that  they  are  essentially  dependent  for 
their  existence  on  supplies  from  other  eouniriee, 
especially  the  United  Slates  of  America,  who, 
beio^  in  their  neigbborhood,  have  tbe  means  of 
famishing  them  with  greatest  certainty,  ajid  «• 
the  best  terms.  Is  it  not  sufficieat  that  they  ba 
subjected  to  thai  restraint  in  peace,  when  (he  evila 
attending  it  by  the  occasional  interferenee  of  the 
parent  country  may  be,  aod  are,  frequently  repair- 
ed? Is  it  connstent  with  justice  or  bii inanity, 
that  it  should  be  eoof ertad  into  a  ptinoifte  ia  »■ 
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vor  of  aa  taetny,  inexorable,  of  course,  but  olher- 
wise  wiibout  tbe  meafaa  of  lisIenioK  to  tbeir  com- 
Dlaints,  Dot  for  tbeii  distress  or  oppression  only, 
bat  for  their  extermiaalion  7  But  there  are  other 
JDsuperable  objections  to  this  doctrine.  Are  not 
tbe  colooies  01  every  eouotry  a  parioritsdomaiD, 
and  do  tbey  not  contitiae  to  be  so  until  tbey  are 
severed  from  il  by  oonquesl?  is  not  tbe  power 
to  resulale  commerce  incident  to  tbe  Borerei^nty, 
and  IS  it  not  coeztensiTe  over  the  whole  territory 
wbich  any  Government  possesses?  Can  one 
belligereDt  acquire  any  riebt  to  tbe  territory  of 
another,  but  by  coDqaest?  And  can  any  rights 
which  appertain  thereto,  be  otherwise  defeated  or 
cariailedin  warl  la  whatever  light,  therefore, 
the  Rubject  is  viewed,  it  appears  to  me  evident 
tbaiihiB  doctrine  cannot  be  supported.  No  dis- 
tinction, founded  in  reason,  can  be  taken  between 
the  dijlerent  parts  of  the  territory  of  tbe  same 
Power  to  justify  it.  The  separation  of  one  por- 
tion ftom  another  by  the  sea,  gives  lawfully  to  the 
belligerent,  which  is  superior  on  1  bat  element,  a 
Tast  ascendency  in  all  the  coDcerns  on  which  the 
success  of  tbe  war,  or  the  relative  prosperity  of 
their  respective  doraioionB  may  io  any  degree  de- 
pend. '  It  opens  to  such  Power  ample  means  for 
Its  oWD  aggrandizemeot,  and  for  the  harassment 
and  distreiis  of  its  adver:iary.  With  these  it 
should  be  satisfied.  But  neither  can  thai  circum- 
stance, nor  can  any  of  internal  arrangement  which 
any  Power  may  adopt  fur  the  government  of  its 
dominions,  be  construed  to  give'to  its  enemy  any 
other  advantage  over  it.  They  certainly  do  not 
justify  the  doctrine  in  question,  which  asserts  that 
the  law  of  nations  varies  in  its  application  to  dif- 
ferent portions  of  tbe  territory  of  the  same  Power  : 
that  it  operates  is  one  mode  in  respect  to  one,  and 
ID  another,  or  even  not  at  all,  in  respect  to  ano- 
ther; that  tha  rights  of  humanity  of  neutral 
Powers  and  ail  other  rights  are  to  sinh  before  it. 
It  is  further  Drged  that  neutral  Powers  ought 
not  to  complain  of  this  re»trainl,  because  tbey 
stand  under  it  on  the  same  cround  with  respect  to 
that  commerce  which  they  neld  in. time  of  peace. 
Bui  this  fact,  if  true,  gives  no  support  to  the  pre- 
tension. Tbe  claim  involves  a  question  of  right. 
Dot  of  interest-  If  the  neutral  Powers  have  a 
tight  in  war  to  such  commerce  with  the  colonies 
of  tbe  enemies  of  Qreat  Britain,  as  the  present 
States  respectively  allowed,  they  ought  not  to  be 
deprived  of  it  by  her,  nor  can  its  just  claims  be 
satisfied  by  any  compromise  of  the  kind  alluded 
Io.  For  this  argument  to  have  the  weight  wbich 
it  is  intended  to  ^ve  it,  the  commerce  of  the 
neutral  Powers  with  those  colonies  shoald  be 
[daced,  and  preserved  through  the  war,  in  tbe 
same  state  as  if  it  had  not  occurred.  Great 
Briiain  should  in  respect  to  them  take  the  plaee 
of  the  parent  country,  and  do  everything  which 
the  latter  would  have  done,  bad  there  been  no 
war.  To  discharge  that  duly,  it  would  be  neces- 
sary for  ber  to  establish  such  a  police  over  the 
colony,  as  lo  be  able  to  examine  the  circumstances 
attending  it  annually,  to  ascertain  whether  the 
crops  were  abundant,  supplies  from  other  quarters 
hadfiuled,  and  ereoiuaUy  to  decide  whether  under 


the  parent  country  wooM 
have  opened  the  ports  to  oeairal  Powers.  Bat 
these  o£Sces  cannot  be  performed  by  any  Power 
which  is  not  in  possession  of  the  colony ;  that  caa 
only  be  obiained  by  conquest,  in  wbich  case  the 
victor  would  of  course  have  a  right  to  regulate 
its  trade  as  it  thought  fit 

It  is  abo  Kaid,tbKt  neutral  Powers  have  no rwht 
10  profit  of  tbe  advantages  which  are  gained  in 
war  by  tbe  arms  of  Great  Britain.  This  argu- 
ment has  even  less  weight  than  tbe  others.  It 
does  not,  in  truth,  apply  at  all  to  the  question. 
Neutral  Powers  do  not  claim  a  right  as  already 
observed,  to  any  commerce  with  tne  colonies 
which  Qreai  Britain  may  have  conquered  of  her 
enemies,  otherwise  than  on  the  conditions  which 
she  imposes.  The  point  in  question  turns  cm  the 
commerce  wbich  tney  are  entitled  to  with  the 
colonies  which  he  has  not  conquered,  but  still  re- 
main subject  to  the  dominion  of  the  parent  coun- 
try. With  Boch  it  is  contended,  for  reasons 
which  have  been  already  given,  thai  neutral 
Powers  have  a  right  to  enjoy  all  the  advantages 
in  trade  wbich  tbe  parent  country  allows  them; 
a  right  of  which  the  mere  circumstance  of  war 
cannot  deprive  them.  If  Great  Britain  had  a 
right  10  prohibit  that  commerce,  it  existed  before 
the  war  began,  and  of  ciourse  before  she  had 
gained  any  advantage  over  ber  enemies.  If  it 
did  not  then  exist,  it  certainly  does  not  at  the 
present  time.  Rights  of  the  kind  in  question  ctn- 
nol  depend  on  the  forlone  of  war,  or  other  con- 
tingencies. The  law  which  regulates  -4hem  is 
invariable,  until  it  be  changed  by  the  competent 
aalbority.  It  forms  a  rule  equally  between  bet 
ligerent  Powers,  and  between  nenttal  and  bellig* 
ereot,  which  is  dictated  by  reason  and  sanetionM 
by  the  usage  and  consent  of  nations. 

The  foregoing  considerations  have,  it  is  pre- 
sumed, proved  that  the  claim  of  Great  Britain 
to  pronibit  the  commerce  of  neutral  Powers^  Jn 


ined  on  that 


of  difierent  imports  which  have  been  issned  by 
Government  to  regulate  the  seizure  of  neatiu 
vessels,  is  a  proof  that  there  is  no  established  law 
for  the  purpose.  And  the  strictness  with  which 
the  courts  had  followed  those  orders,  tfaroo^ 
their  various  modifications,  is  equally  a  proof  tut 
there  is  no  other  sutbority  for  the  goverameni  of 
their  decisions.  If  the  order  of  the  Gth  of  Novem- 
ber, 1793,  cgnuined  tbe  true  doctrine  of  the  law 
of  nations,  there  would  have  been  no  occasion  for 
those  which  followed,  nor  is  it  probable  that  they 
would  have  been  issned  :  indeed,  if  that  order  had 
been  in  conformity  with  that  law,  there  would 
have  been  no  occasion  for  il.  As  in  the  eases  of 
blockade  and  contraband,  the  law  would  bavt 
been  well  known  wirhout  an  order,  especially  one 
s(t  very  descriptive;  the  interest  of  tne  cruisers, 
which  is  always  sufficiently  active,  would  have 
prompted  them  to  make  the  seizures,  and  the  opin- 
ions of  eminent  writers,  which  in  that  case  ivould 
not  have  been  wanting,  would  have  furnished 
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the  courts  the  besE  auihoritf  for  their  decisions. 
I  shall  DOW  proceed  to  show  thai  the  decisions 
complaiaed  or  are  conirary  to  the  undentandiog, 
or  what,  perhaps,  mafmote  properly  be  called  an 
agreement  of  the  two  Gove ro  meats  on  the  sub- 
ject. By  the  order  of  ibe  6tb  Norember,  1793, 
»ome  hundreds  of  Americaa  vesseli  were  seized, 
carried  into  port,  and  condemned.  Those  seizures 
and  eoDdemnatioDs  became  the  subject  of  an  im- 
mediate Q^tiation  between  the  two  nations, 
which  termiaated  in  a  treaty,  by  which  it  was 
agreed  to  sabmit  the  whale  subject  to  coniniissioa- 
ers,  ifba  should  be  invested  with  AiU  power  to 
settle  the  coairoversy  which  had  thus  nrisen. 
That  stipularion  was  carried  into  complete  effects 
commissioners  were  appointed,  who  ezamiaed 
Ubotioiisly  and  full?  all  the  cases  of  seizure  and 
coDdemnaliOD  wbieh  hnd  taken  place,  and  Boally 
decided  00  the  same;  in  which  decision,  they 
condemned  the  priuciple  of  the  order,  and  award- 
ed compeosBtiou  to  those  who  had  suffered  under 
it.  Those  awards  bare  been  since  fairly  and 
hOQorablydischarged  by  Great  Britain.  It  merits 
particular  aUention  that  a  part  of  the  tnelfib 
article   of  that  treaty  referred  expressly  to  the 

Soiut  in  quealioQ,  and  that  it  was,  on  the  solemn 
eliberation  of  each  Government,  by  their  mutual 
consent,  expunged  from  it.  It  lieems,  therefore, 
to  be  impossible  to  consider  that  transaction,  under 
all  the  circumstances  atlendioa  it,  in  any  other 
light  than  as  a  fair  and  amicable  adjustment  of 
the  question  between  the  parlies — one  which  au- 
thorized the  just  expectation  that  it  would  never 
become  again  a  course  of  complaint  between  ihem. 
The  sense  of  both  wai:  expressed  on  it  in  a  manner 
too  marked  and  etplicitto  admit  of  a  different 
conclusion.  The  subject,  too,  was  of  a  nature 
that  when  once  settled  ought  to  be  considered  as 
settled  forever.  It  is  not  Tike  questions  of  com- 
merce between  two  Powers,  which  affect  tbeir 
interoal  concerns,  and  depend,  of  course,  on  the 
interaal  regulations  of  each.  When  these  latter 
are  arranged  by  treaty,  the  rights  which  accrue 
to  each  party  under  it,  in  the  interior  of  the  other, 
cease  when  the  treaty  expires.  Each  has  a  right 
afterwards  to  decide  for  itself  in  what  manner 
that  concern  shall  be  regulated  in  future,  and  in 
that  decision  to  consult  solely  its  interest.  But 
the  present  topic  is  of  a  very  difierent  character. 
It  involves  do  question  of  commerce  or  other 
internal  concern  between  the  two  nations.  It 
respects  the  coraraerce  only  which  either  may 
have  with  the  enemies  of  the  other  in  lime  of 
war.  It  involves,  therefore,  only  a  question  of 
right,  under  the  law  of  aatiojis,  which  in  its 
nature  cannot  fluctnate.  It  ii  proper  to  add,  that 
the  conclusion  above  mentioned  was  further  sup- 
ported by  (he  important  fact,  that,  until  the  late 
decree  in  the  case  of  the  Essex,  not  one  American 
vessel  engaged  in  this  commerce  had  been  con- 
demned on  Ibis  doctrine;  that  several  which  were 
net  in  the  Cbanuel  by  the  British  cruisers  vere 
permitted,  after  an  examination  of  their  papers, 
to  pursue  their  voyage.  This  circumstance  justi- 
fied the  opinion  that  that  commerce  was  deemed 
a  lawful  one  by  Great  Britain.  I 
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There  is  another  ground  on  which  the  late  eei- 
zures  and  condemnations  are  considered  as  highly 
objectionable,  and  furnish  just  cause  of  complaint 
to  the  United  States.  Until  the  Snal  report  of  the 
Commissi  oners  under  the  fevenlb  article  of  the 
Treaty  of  1794,  which  was  not  made  until  last 
year,  it  is  admitted  that  their  arbitrament  waa  not 
obligatory  on  the  parties  in  the  sense  iu  which  it 
is  now  contended  to  be.  Every  intermediate  dec- 
laration, however,  by  Great  Britain,  of  her  seoM 
on  the  subject,  must  be  considered  as  binding  on 
her,  as  it  laid  the  foundation  of  commercial  eu- 
lerprises,  which  were  thought  to  he  secure  while 
within  that  limit.  Your  Lordship  will  permit  mC 
to  refer  you  to  several  examples  of  this  kind, 
which  were  equally  formal  and  official,  in  wbieh 
the  sense  of  His  Mejesty's  GtoveromeDt  was  de> 
clared  very  differently  from  what  it  bas  been  in 
the  late  coademoBlioQs.  In  Robinson's  Report*, 
vol.  2,  page  368,  (case  the  Polly,  Lasky,  rnast^,) 
it  seems  to  have  been  clearly  established  by  the 
learned  judge  of  the  Court  of  Admiralty,  thatan 
American  bas  the  right  to  import  the  produce  oT 
an  enemy's  colony  into  the  United  States,  andti> 
send  it  on  afterward  to  the  general  commerce  of 
Europe ;  and  that  the  lauding  the  goods  and  pay- 
ing ibe  duties  in  the  United  States  should  pre- 
clude all  further  question  relative  to  the  voyagf. 
The  terras  "for  his  own  use,"  which  ere  to  be 
fouud  in  the  report,  are  obviously  intended  to  as- 
sert the  claim  only  that  the  property  shall  be 
Aruericao,  and  not  that  of  an  enemy ;  by  admit- 
ting the  riffbt  to  send  on  the  produce  afterward  to 
the  general  commerce  of  Europe,  it  is  not  posei- 
hle  that  those  ternis  should  convey  any  other 
idea.  A  bonajide  importation  is  also  held  by  the 
judge  to  be  satisfied  by  the  landing  the  goods  aad 
paymg  the  duties.  This,  therefore,  is,  I  think,  the 
true  import  of  that  decision.  The  doctrine  ia 
again  laid  down,  in  still  more  explicit  terms,  by 
the  Government  itself,  in  a  correspondence  be- 
tween Lord  Hawkeshury  and  my  predecessor, 
Mr.  King.  The  case  was  precisely  similar  to  those 
which  have  been  lately  nefore  the  Court.  Mr. 
King  complained,  in  a  ielter  of  March  18,  1801, 
that  the  cargo  of  an  American  vessel,  going  frotn 


the  United  States  to  a  Spanish  colony,  bad  been 
condemned  by  the  Vice  Admiralty  Court  of  Na»- 

sau,  on  the  ground  that  it  t  "     "'      "^    '' 

Spain,  which  decision,  he  coo 


the  growth  of 
led,  was  con  Un- 
to the  law  of  nations,  and  requested  that  snilt- 
ble  instructions  might  be  despatched  to  the  proper 
ifficers  in  the  West  Indies,  to  pieveai  like  abusta 
n  future.  Lord  Iiawkrsbury,  in  a  reply  of  April 
Ilih,  communicated  the  report  of  the  King's  ad- 
geaeral,  is  which  it  is  expressly  staled, 
thai  the  produce  of  an  enemy  may  be  imported 
by  a  neutral  into  bis  owe  country,  and  re-expoc(- 
ed  thence  to  the  mother  country ;  and,  in  like 
manner,  in  that  circuitous  mode,  that  the  produce 
and  manufactures  of  the  mother  counlrv  might 
Qnd  their  way  to  its  colonies;  that  the  landing  the 
goods  and  paying  the  duties  iu  the  neutral  coua- 
try  broke  tne  continuity  of  the  voyage,  and  legal- 
ized the  trade,  although  the  goods  were  re-shipped 
in  the  same  vessel,  on  account  of  the  same  nea- 
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tral  proprietors,  aod  forwarded  for  sale  lo  tbe 
mother  country  of  the  colony.  It  merils  atten- 
tion in  this  report,  (ao  clearly  and  posiiively  is  tbe 
doctrine  laid  down  that  the  landiog  ibeeoodsand 
paying  thedaties  in  the  neutral  country  broke  the 
Gominuily  of  the  voyag;e,}  that  it  is  stated  aa  a 
doubtful  point  whether  the  mere  touchiog  iu  the 
neutral  country  to  obtain  freish  clearances  will  be 
considered  ID  tlie  light  of  the  direct  trade;  that 
no  positive  inhibition  is  insisted  on  anv  but  the 
direct  trade  between  the  mother  country  and  the 
colonies.  This  doctrine,  in  the  light  herein  stated. 
is  alsu  to  be  found  in  the  treaty  between  Great 
Britain  and  Russia,  June  17  1801.  By  the  sec- 
ond section  of  the  third  article,  the  commerce  of 
neutrals,  iu  the  productions  or  manufactures  of 
(tie  enemies  of  Great  Britain,  which  hare  become 
the  property  of  the  neutral,  is  declared  to  be  free. 
Thai  section  was  afterward  eiplained  by  a  decla- 
latory  article  of  October  SO,  of  the  same  year,  by 
which  it  is  agreed  that  it  shall  not  be  understood 
to  authorise  neutrals  to  carry  the  produce  or  mer- 
chandise of  an  (Miemy  either  directly  from  the 
colonies  to  the  parent  country,  or  from  the  parent 
country  to  the  colonies.  In  other  respects,  the 
]  the  footing  on  which  it 


worthy  of  remark,  that  a 


Carent  country.  It  i 
r  the  reference  made  in  the  explanatory  a 
of  the  treaty  with  Rnssia,  to  the  United  States  ol 
America,  it  was  supposed  that  those  States  and 
Russia,  Denmark,  and  Sweden,  had  a  common 
interest  in  neutral  questions,  so  it  was  obviously 
intended,  from  the  similarity  of  sentiment  which 
it  observable  between  that  treaty  as  amended  and 
the  report  of  the  advocate  general  above-men- 
tioned, to  place  all  the  parties  on  the  same  footing. 
After  theseacts  of  the  British  OoveromenI,  which, 
being  official,  were  made  public,  it  was  not  to  be 
expected  that  any  greater  restraint  would  havj; 
been  coniemplated  by  it,  on  that  commerce,  than 
they  impose ;  that  an  inquiry  would  ever  have 
been  made,  not  whether  the  property  with  which 
an  American  vessel  was  charged  belonged  to  a 
«itizen  of  the  United  States,  or  an  enemy,  but 
whether  it  belonged  lo  this  or  that  American — an 
inqniry  which  imposes  a  condition  which  it  is  be- 
lieved that  no  independent  nation,  having  a  jusi 
■  aense  of  what  it  owes  to  its  rights  or  its  honor, 
can  ever  comply  with.  Much  less  was  it  to  be 
expected  that  such  a  restraint  would  have  been 
thought  of  after  tbe  report  of  the  Commissioners 
above  adverted  to,  which  seemed  lo  have  placed 
the  rights  of  the  United  States  iocontesubly  on 
a  much  more  liberal  and,  as  is  contended,  just 
footing. 

It  is  proper  to  add,  that  ihe  decree  of  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  Appeals.in  the  case  of  the  Es- 
sex, produced  tbe  same  eScct  as  an  order  from 
the  Government  would  have  done.  Prior  to  that 
decr«e,  from  the  commencement  of  the  war,  the 
commerce  in  question  was  pursued  by  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  as  has  been  already  observ- 
ed, without  molestation.  It  is  presumable  that 
till  then  His  Majesty's  cruisers  were  induced  to 


forbear  a  seizure,  bythesame  considerations  which 
induced  the  American  citizens  to  ensage  in  the 
commerce — a  belief  that  it  was  a  Tawrnl  one. 
The  facts  above-mentioned  were  equally  before 
Ihe  parties,  and  itisnot  surprising  that  they  should 
have  drawn  the  same  conclusion  from  them. 
That  decree,  however,  opened  a  new  scene.  It 
.     i  10  Ihe  ei«i.er.  to  oom- 

seizures,  which  they  have  Dot  failed  to 
do,  as  has  been  sufficiently  felt  by  the  citizens  of 
the  United  Slates  who  nave  suffered  under  it. 
According  to  the  information  which  has  been 
given  me,  about  fifty  vessels  have  been  brought 
into  tbe  ports  of  Oteal  Britain  in  consequence  of 
it;  and  tliere  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  same 
system  is  pursued  in  the  West  Indies  and  else- 
where. The  measure  is  the  more  to  be  complaia- 
ei  of,  because  Great  Britain  had,  in  permitting 
the  commerce  for  two  years,  given  a  sanction  to 
it  by  her  conduct,  aod  nothio^p  bad  occurred  to 
create  a  suspicion  that  her  sentiments  varied  from 
her  conduct.  Had  that  been  the  case,  or  had  she 
been  disposed  to  change  her  conduct  in  that  re- 
spect toward  the  United  Slates,  it  might  reasona- 
bly have  been  expected  that  some  intr 
would  have  been  given  of  it  before  the  c 
was  carried  into  effect.  Between  Powers  who  are 
ei^ually  desirous  of  preserving  Ihe  relations  of 
friendship  with  each  other,  notice  might  in  all 
such  cases  be  expected.  But,  in  the  present  case, 
the  obligation  to^ive  it  seemed  to  be  peculiarly 
strong.  The  existence  of  a  negotiation  whict 
had  beeo  sought  on  the  part  of  the  United  Stales, 
some  considerable  time  before  my  departure  from 
Spain,  for  Ihe  express  purpose  of  adjusting  ami- 
cably and  fairly  all  such  questions  between  the 
two  nations,  and  postponed  on  that  occasion  to 
accommodate  the  views  of  His  Majesty's  Gov- 
ernment, furoished  a  suitable  opportunity  for  such 
an  intimation,  while  it  could  not  otherwise  than 
increase  the  claim  to  it. 

Id  this  communication.  I  have  made  no  com- 
ment on  the  difference  woich  is  observable  in  the 
import  of  Ihe  several  orders  which  have  regulated, 
at  different  times,  the  seizure  of  neutral  vessels. 
some  of  which  were  more  moderate  than  others. 
It  is  proper,  however,  to  remark  here,  that  those 
which  were  issued,  or  even  that  any  bad  been 
issued,  since  the  commencement  of  the  preseai 
war,  were  circumstances  not  known  till  very  late- 
ly ;  on  principle,  it  is  acknowledged  that  they  an 
to  be  viewed  in  the  same  light,  and  it  has  been 
my  object  to  examine  them  by  that  standard, 
without  goinff  into  detail,  or  marking  the  shades 
of  difference  oet ween  them.    I  have  made  the  ex- 

wiih  that  freedom  and  candor  which 


as  I  presume,  to  prove  that  all  the  orders  are  re- 
pugnant to  Ihe  law  of  nations,  aod  that  the  laU 
condemnations,  which  have  revived  the  preten- 
sion on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  are  not  only 
repugnant  to  that  law,  but  to  the  understanding 
wotcb  it  was  supposed  had  taken  place  between 
the  two  Powers  respecting  the  commerce  in 
question. 
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I  caanol  conclude  Ibis  note  wilhoul  adverling 
10  the  other  topics  peodiog  between  our  Govern- 
meals,  which  it  is  aUo  much  wished  to  adjust  et 
this  lime.  These  are  well  kaown  to  yoar  Lord- 
ship, and  it  is  therefore  UDuecesaary  to  add  any- 
thing OQ  them  at  present.  With  a  view  to  per- 
petuate the  friendship  of  the  two  oatioDS,  ao 
UQDecessary  cause  of  coUiaiou  should  be  lefl  open. 
Those  adverted  to  are  believed  lo  be  of  this  kind, 
such  as  the  caxe  of  boundary,  the  impressment  of 
seamen,  &c.,  since  it  is  presumed  that  there  can 
be  no  real  conflicting  interest  between  them  on 
those  points.  The  general  commercial  relation 
may,  then,  be  adjusted  or  postponed,  ai  may  ~ 
.i ■.^. .  _i.i.    .1 : _r  uL  \ii..:-tt 


On  that  point,  also, 
tbarit  will  not  be  difficult  to  make  such  an  ar- 
langemenl  as.  b^  siring  sufficient  scope  to  the 
resources,  to  the  mduslry,  and  the  enlerpise,  of  the 
people  of  both  countries,  may  prove  highly  recip- 
rocal and  advantageous  to  them.  In  the  topic  of 
impressment,  however,  the  motive  is  more  urgent. 
Id  that  line,  the  rights  of  the  United  Stales  have 
been  so  long  trampled  under  foot,  and  the  fceliofs 
of  humanity  in  respect  to  the  suSerern,  and  the 
honor  of  their  Government,  even  in  their  own 
ports,  so  often  outraged,  that  the  astonished  world 
BMj  becin  to  doubt  whether  the  patience  with 
which  these  injuries  have  been  borne,  ought  to 
be  attributed  lo  generous  or  unworihy  motives — 
whether  the  United  States  merit  the  rank  to  which, 
ID  Other  respects,  they  are  justly  entitled  among 
independent  Powers,  or  have  already,  in  the  very 
morn  of  their  political  career,  lost  all  their  energy 
and  become  degenerate.  The  United  States  ace 
not  insensible  that  their  conduct  bas  exposed  them 
to  such  suspicions,  though  they  well  know  that, 
they  hare  not  merited  tbem.  They  are  aware, 
from  the  similarity  in  the  person,  the  manners, 
and  above  all,  the  identity  oi  the  language,  which 
is  common  to  the  people  of  both  nations,  that  the 
subject  is  a  difficult  one.  They  are  equally  aware 
that,  to  Oreat  Britain,  also,  it  is  a  delicate  one,  and 
(hey  have  been  willing,  in  seeking  an  arrangement 
of  this  important  interest,  to  give  a  proof,  by  the 
mode,  of  their  very  sincere  desire  to  cherish  the 
relatioDS  of  friendship  with  her.  I  hare  only  to 
add,  that  I  shall  be  happy  to  meet  your  Lordship 
OD  these  points,  as  soon  as  you  can  make  it  con- 
TenieDl  to  you. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

JAMES  MONROE. 


Til  the  Praident  of  the  Uniltd  Statu  and  the  Senatt 

and  Houtt  of  Repraaitatita  of  the  United  Staiet 

of  America  tn  Congrett  aaaanbted,  Ihe  manorial 

of  the  laenhaali  of  New  Yoek. 

Your  memorialists  beg  leave,  respectfully,  to 

approach  the  Qovernment  of  their  country  on 

subjects  of  great  importance,  which  have  affected 

their  minds  with  the  deepest  anzietv  and  alarm. 

Gonfidingin  the  justice  and  friendly  dispoaiiiona 
of  the  Qovernment  of  Great  Britain,  and  enter- 
taining a  correspondent  expectation  that  no  un- 
usual restrictions  would  be  imposed  on  neutral 


without  adequate  moiires^  and  the 
ample  notice — presuming,  especially,  that 
ial  enterprises,  commenced  under  Ihe 
of  established  principles,  would,  on  do 
account,  be  affected  by  a  change  of  system,  your 
memorialists  hare  employed  a  vast  capital  in  im- 
porting rarious  colonial  productions,  the  surplus 
of  which,  exceeding  the  demands  of  this  couotrjr, 
they  hare  been  accustomed  to  export  freely  lo  the 
diflereni  markets  of  Europe. 

had  been  prosecuted  wilh- 
veral  years,  and  had  attracted 
a  great  proportton  of  their  wealth  ;  after  theli 
insurers  had  assumed  immense  responsibilities, 

frounded  on  an  opinion  that  ibis  trade  was  strict- 
y  regular,  baring  never  receired  the  slightest  in- 
timation that  it  could  be  deemed  incorupatible 
with  the  rights  of  a  belligerent,  nation,  they  hare 
been  suddenly  confounded  by  the  unexpected  in- 
telligence of  the  arrestation  on  tbe  high  seas,  of  a 
large  portion  of  their  property,  which  had  been 
embarked  with  the  most  unsusp«cting  confidence. 

The  feelings  of  your  memorialists  are  not  only 
excited  by  the  losses  which  they  hare  actually 
sustained,  in  consequence  of  a  measure  unsoseep- 
tible  of  previous  calculation,  but,  also,  from  the 
state  of  uncertainty  in  which  they  are  placed  with 
respect  to  future  commercial  operations. 

Your  memorialists  hare  heretoforebeliered  ihat 
commerce  between  the  United  Slates  and  colo- 
nics subject  to  tbe  enemies  of  Great  Britain,  when 
bonajide  prosecuted  on  iheir  own  account,  would 
bepeffectlysafe  from  interruption;  they  hare  also 
believed  that  all  articles,  which  might  be  securely 
imported  into  the  United  Slates,  might  be  as  se- 
curely exported,  with  the  exceptions  well  under- 
stood, both  in  respect  to  the  import  and  export 
trade  of  commerce  with  places  blockaded,  or  in 
articles  contraband  of  war. 

In  a  recent  i ate rpr elation  of  what  is  considered 
by  the  tribunals  of  Great  Britain  as  a  direct  trade 
between  the  colonies  and  the  parent  countries  of 
their  enemies,  your  memorialists  perceive,  with 
concern,  the  development  of  a  principle  which, 
if  conceded  on  tbe  part  of  the  United  Stales,  laust 
prove  fatal  lo  their  commercial  importance. 

Ills  understood  to  have  been  decided,  ihat,  when- 
ever it  appears  to  be  the  intention  of  the  imporlet 
of  colonial  produce  to  export  the  same  to  Europe, 
or  whenever  it  is  so  exported  by  ihe  original  im- 
porter, such  intention  or  ezportalion  shall  be  eri- 
dence  of  a  direct  trade,  and  subject  the  property, 
though  neutral,  to  confiscation. 

Your  memorialists  consider  it  iheir  bouaden 
duty  to  Ibemselres  and  their  country,  to  express 
their  most  decided  opposition  to  this  decision. 
'  As  to  the  evidence  arising  from  the  supposed 
intention  of  an  importer,  they  readily  admit  that 
the  great  quantities  of  colunial  produce  which  ate 
acquired  by  means  of  the  American  commerce, 
exceeding  the  demand  for  consumption  in  the  Uni- 
ted States,  will  fkirly  justify  a  general  piesuinp- 
tion  that  the  surplus  fs  ultimately  destined  for 
European  markets.  They  assert,  howerer,  that 
the  intention  ofa  merchant  in  respect  to  the  fultlre 
destination  of  his  property  must,  fiotn  the  oaturs 
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of  things,  be  iDcoDclusive.    All  plans  of  business 
fonned  by  individasU  are  liabli;  to  be  afiecled  by 
istances,  not  to  be  foreseen  or  oonirollea. 


These  plans  are  therefore  necessarily  revacabl* 
by  those  who  form  them,  and  an  intention,  which 
has  not  been  executed,  prores  nothing  more  than 
might  ju9ily  be  inferred  from  a  general  presump- 
tion, arising  from  the  course  of  our  commerce. 
To  apply  &uch  an  intention,  in  a  particular  case, 
to  the  prejudice  of  an  individual;  to  presume  that 
hehasToluDlarily  incurred  an  immense  risk,  which, 
coDsistenlly  with  the  success  of  his  main  object, 
be  mi^hi  have  fairly  avoided  ;  and  to  involve  him 
in  mm  for  prosecuting  a  trade,  which,  if  under- 
taken with  a  different  motive,  would  nave  been 
declared  lawful,  would  be,  in  the  opinion  of  your 
memorialists,  to  confound  and  reverse  the  best  es- 
tablished principles  of  reason,  equity,  and  taw. 

Your  memorialists  contend  for  no  innovations 
OB  the  law  of  nations ;  and,  except  where  special 
treaties  have  prescribedadifferent  rule,  they  admit 


that  they  may  lawfully  be  restraioed  from  Irai 

Krting  toe  propei  ty  of  the  parlies  engaged  in  war. 
the  recent  decisioo-whicQ  prohibits  an  importer 


of  colonial  produce  from  exporting  il  to  Europe. 
they  bowever  perceive  with  concern,  either  a  nu- 
gatory and  vexatious  regulation,  ot  a  meditated 
blow  at  what  they  deem  an  incontestable  and  val- 
uable right. 

Heretofore,  there  existed  clear  and  obvious  cir- 
cunistaocee  of  discrimiaatiou  between  the  direct 
tradewhich  Qreat  Britain  has  assumed, the  right 
of  denying  loneulralS|and  the  indirect  or  circuit- 
ous trade  which  she  admits  to  be  lawful.  The 
direct  trade  could  be  performed  by  a  single  ship- 
ment or  voyage,  whereas  the  circuitous  trade  sub- 
jected the  property  to  double  freights  and  insur- 
ances, 10  deduciions  in  favor  of  the  revenue,  and 
various  oiher  expenses  in  this  country.  | 

If  the  arrival  of  a  ship  in  the  country  to  which 
itbelongs,  the  landing  of  the  cargo,  the  iuspeciion 
of  the  custom-house,  the  payment  or  security  of 
duties,  do  not  terminate  a  voyage,  then  we  confess 
our  ignorance  on  a  point  which,  never  having  been 
before  questioned,  has  been  assumed  by  us  as  an 
Acknowledged  truth.  Ifthe  entry  for  exportation, 
the  embarkation  of  merchandise,  the  reinspection 
of  the  custom-house,  the  bond  for  securing  a  de- 
livery in  a  foreign  country,  and  a  public  clearance, 
J ,1  indicate  the  commencement  of  a  new  voy- 


expressiDQ. 

established  for  the  security  of  our  revenue;  if  op- 
erations of  imnienas  masnitude,  transacted  with 
the  greatest  publicity,  and  without  anv  motive  for 
concealment,  are  considered  as  unreal  re preaenta- 
lions,  and  merely  colorable  and  fraudulent  contri- 
rancet  to  cover  an  illicit  trade  between  the  colo- 
nies and  the  parent  countries  of  the  enemies  of 
Great  Britain ;  then  it  becomes  necessary,  both  in 
regard  to  our  characters  and  interests,  to  inquire 
whether  the  new  regulations  establish  a  more  defi- 
nite criterion  for  the  discovery  of  truth.  We  repel, 
with  indignation,  the  sugjiestion  that  the  tran- 
shipment of  property  for  a  foreign  market  by  the 
otiginal  importet  is  evidence  offrand  or  chicane. 


or  that,  tinsupported  by  other  circnmstaneea,  it  cas 
justify  a  suspicion  that  it  is  other  than  neuiraL 
In  our  opinion,  any  discrimination  between  the 
rights  of  an  importing  merchant  and  a  vender  is 
the  United  States,  is  manifestly  fallaciotis,  aa  it 
vitiuallyasserts  ibat  the  former  can  onlyexereise 
an  imperfect  dominion  over  properly  lawfully  ac- 
quired and  possessed  in  this  country,  while,  at  th« 
same  time,  Jie  can  convey  to  the  latter  a  title  to  « 
privilege  not  enjoyed  by  himself.  In  short,  that 
a  trade  is  unlawful  when  the  advantage  ia  to  result 
to  one  persoD^bnt  may  be  rendered  lawful  by  being 
participated  in  by  another. 

If  the  new  doctrine  is  executed  in  the  mildetl 
form,  its  operation  must  be  highly  injurious,  by 
originating  new  questions  of  litigation,  and,  « 
course,  suDJectiog  all  our  commerce  to  new  haz- 
ards of  interruption.  We  presume  not,  howerer, 
to  comprehend  to  what  extent,  or  in  what  manner, 
the  principle  will  be  applied.  We  perceive  chat 
the  ancient  landmark  has  been  removed,  but  we 
seek  in  vain  for  a  beacon  to  direct  onr  course.  If 
we  inquire  whether  a  bona  fide  sale  and  delivery 
of  merchandise  by  an  importer,  being  a  citizeD, 
to  another  known  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
for  a  valuable  consideration,  will,  as  in  ordinary 
cases,  be  conclusive  evidence  of  a  transfer  of 
property,  the  answer  i*  in  the  affirmative.  Then 
we  complain  that  our  ships  have  been  detained, 
the  rates  of  insurance  enhanced,  and  our  property 
confiscated,  for  the  establish  mem  of  a  rule,  which, 
when  once  uoderslood,  will  become  nugatory,  ana 
cease  to  produce  any  commercial  or  political  ef- 
fect. If,  on  the  other  hand,  this  evidence  is  not 
to  be  deemed  conclusive,  we  profess  ourselves  to 
be  utterly  at  a  loss  to  discover  what  proofs  of 
ownership  and  neutrality  of  properly  can,  with 
safely,  be  relied  on. 

But  these  embarrassments,  though  perplexing 

id  vexatious,  are  not  those  which  principally 
occasion  our  solicitude.  We  are  compelled  to 
consider  the  late  decisions  of  the  British  tribaaab 
as  preliminary  steps  towards  a  system  for  control- 
ling the  importations  and  exporiations  of  colonial 
productions,  and  thereby  annihilating  the  most 
lucrative  branches  of  our  foreign  commerce. 

If  we  owed  this  trade  solely  to  the  faror  of 
Great  Britain,  still,  we  might  ask.  What  argent 
motive,  what  imperious  necessity,  required  that 
the  favor  should  be  resumed  at  a  period  when 
our  commerce  was  spread  over  the  ocean_,  and 
when  a  chanse  so  essential  might  destroy  its  se- 
curity, and  snbject  us  to  incalculable  tones? 

We  deny,  however,  that  the  right*  of  cotomerce, 
as  cUimea  by  us,  are  to  be  de«med  faTOis.  Oa 
the  contrary,  if  (he  law  of  natiofis  is  other  than 
a  temporary  rule,  prescribed  by  an  arbitniry  will, 
and  enforced  by  power,  then  we  appeal  toita  most 
universal  and  inviolable  principle  in  our  defence. 
This  principle  i.i,  that  the  goods  of  a  neuuat,coD- 
sisling  of  articles  not  contraband  of  war,  in  a 
neutral  vessel,  employed  in  a  direct  irade  between 
neutral  countries  and  ports  of  a  belligerent  coun- 
try, not  invested  ot  blockaded,  are  protected. 

In  the  controversies,  which  nave  existed,  at  dif- 
ferent tiiaei,  for  extending  the  privileges  of  neit- 
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trel  Tessels  and  limit iog  ihesrouDds  of  captui  , 
we  lake  no  part.  We  appeal  to  the  old  law.  If 
neatral  rigbta  can  be  reduced  withia  more  con- 
fined limits  than  this  law  prescribes,  we  perceire 
not  how,  atnidsl  tbe  collisions  of  national  inter- 
ests, any  neutral  commerce  can  exist,  even  in  oai 
naiire  produciions. 

If  it  be  intimated  that  neutrals  shaald  be  con- 
fined  to  a  commerce  with  such  places,  and  in  such 
articles  only,  as  were  allowed  in  peace  by  the  ma 
nicipal  regulations  -of  the  countries  engaged  in 
war,  the  doctrine  may  be  repelled  by  the  notori- 
ous fact,  that  no  such  principle  has  gOTerned  the 
conduct  of  nations  during  any  wars  in  which  they 
hare  been  engaged ;  all  were  free  to  vary,  aod 
■It,  in  fact,  have  varied  their  commercial  systems. 
Whatever  theoretical  opinioDs  may,  therefoi 
have  been  advanced,  there  has  existed  no  sui 
practical  rule,  and  to  set  up  such  a  rule,  under  the 
unparalleled  circumstances  of  the  preseoi  war, 
must  infallibly  destroy  the  commerce  of  this 
country. 

It  is  a  well  known  fact  that  the  people  of  the 
United  States  export  to  foreign  countries  a  greater 
proporlioo  of  the  aggregate  annual  value  of  thi 
products  of  their  industry,  than  any  other  peopli 
of  the  globe;  they  are,  consequently,  most  deeply 
interested  In  the  security  and  freedom  of  their 
trade.  In  short,  being  almost  exclusively  an  ag 
riculiaral  and  commercial  people,  those  parts  of 
OUT  country^  which,  from  recent  settlement,  or 
fromottier  circumstances,  are  wholly  agricultural, 
tire  more  immediaiely  iuteresied  than  any  other, 
as  they  are  in  a  ereater  degree  dependent  on  for- 
eign supplies,  ana,  conse^ueatlv,  most  liable  to 
be  afieeied  by  any  vibrations  of  the  commercial 
system. 

As  our  mannfactures  do  not  flourish  In  propor- 
tion to  the  progress  of  our  population,  wealth,  and 
Ittxury,  the  necessity  of  extending  our  commerce 
is  coosUntly  increasing.  The  basis  of  all  our 
trade  is  the  aggregate  value  of  our  native  produc- 
tions exceeding  what  are  consumed  in  the  TToitud 
Slates.  These  are  exported  to  varions  countries, 
from  which  we  receive  snppties  for  domestic  use, 
or  other  articles  for  exportation.  A  very  great 
|iroportion  of  alt  the  resiults  of  our  commerce  with 
the  world  centre  in  the  dominions  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, and  we  receive  almost  exclusiTely  from  that 
cotinlty  our  clothing  and  other  necessary  manu- 
ftcfcires.  By  the  events  of  the  tale  and  present 
war,  raany  countries  with  which  we  prosecuted 
«n  increasing  trade  have  been  either  diverted  from 
manufacturing  pursuits,  or  have  been  ereatly  im- 
poverished, or  conquered  and  subjeciea  to  the  co- 
lonial system  of  Great  Britain.  With  these  pre- 
liminary facts  in  view,  we  request  permission  to 
detail  some  of  tbe  most  important  consequences 
oftheassamed  rule,  that  nentrals  mar  be  restrained, 
in  time  of  war,  to  their  accustomed  trade  in  time 
of  peace.  The  injusticeof  sncha  rule  in  reUtjon 
to  the  United  States  will  be  most  manifest.  The 
Individuals  employed  in  commerce  would  not 
alone  be  afiected.  All  the  internal  relations  of  our 
eoontry  would  be  disturbed.  The  interests  of  those 
StntietB  which  are  most  remote  tiom  att  princi- 1 
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rirts  would,  in  proportion  to  their  dependence 
oreiga  supplies,  be  most  severely  depressed. 

The  effects  of  war  cannot  be  confined  to  tbe 
countries  engaged  in  war.  The  value  of  money, 
the  price  of  labor,  the  rates  of  freight  and  insur- 
ance, are  by  war  enhanced  throughout  the  world. 
All  articles  of  merchandise,  both  of  export  and 
import,  aie  variously  afiected  in  their  quantities 
and  value,  by  new  wants,  by  the  relinquishment 
of  former  pursuits,  and  by  the  new  direction  which 
is  thereby  given  to  the  industrv  of  difierent  na- 
tions. Other  consequencfs  result  from  the  efiects 
of  war;  as  the  impoverishment  of  some  and  the 
aggrandizement  of  other  countries.  Also^  from 
the  acknowledged  right  of  belligerent  nations  to 
interdict  commerce  in  contraband  articles,  and  to 
institute  blockades.  This  last  right  is  highly  inju- 
rious to  neotral!',  as  it  ftequeotly  restrains  them 
from  proceeding  to  the  best  markets.  It  is  obvi- 
ously impossible,  therefore,  to  confine  the  United 
States  in  time  of  war,  amidst  all  these  change! 
and  disadvantages,  to  their  accustomed  trade  in 
time  of  peace,  without  destroying  all  trade. 

If,  in  consequence  of  the  war,  certain  articles 
nsnatly  exported  from  the  United  Slates,  to  cottn- 
Iries  from  which  we  received  necessary  supplies, 
cease  to  be  demanded  in  those  countries,  may  we 
Dot  export  other  articles,  and  thereby  obtain  the 
supplies  we  need?  If  articles  usually  imported 
into  the  United  States  in  time  of  peace  cease  to 
he  demanded  by  us  in  time  of  war,  in  conseqQeQce 
of  oar  ability  to  obtain  substitutes  which  we  pre- 
fer, shall  we  be  required  to  renounce  onr  export 
trade  by  being  forbid  to  import  other  articles  for 
consumption  or  for  commerce?  or  shall  we  be 
compelled  to  receive  in  exchange  articles  we  do 
not  require?  If,  in  consequence  of  an  increased 
demand  for  our  exports  to  particular  countries, 
we  obtain  in  exchange  articles  nf  commerce  ex- 
ceeding our  domestic  wants,  shall  it  be  required 
that  the  surplus  perish  in  our  hands?  If  Qreat 
Britain  permits  commerce  between  her  subjects 
and  the  colonies  of  her  enemies,  may  we  not,  with 
onsent  of  those  colonies,  participate  in  the 
commerce  7  If  onr  commerce  with  tbe  ene- 
mies of  Great  Britain  may  now  be  confined  to  the 


»pect  to  our  commerce  with  the  colonies  of  Great 
Bntain?  In  that  case,  what  can  ensue  but  war, 
pillaa^,  and  devastation? 

These  are  not  imaginary  suppositions.  They 
illustrate  tbe  most  important  principles  of  on 
commerce.  They  evince  the  necessity  of  a  cir- 
:uitous  trade  to  enable  us  to  realize  the  great  value 
of  exports  in  our  native  productions,  by  wbieli 
'  we  acquire  the  power  to  liquidate  the  bal- 
urainst  us  in  our  commerce  with  Great  Brit- 
They  demonstrate  that  the  position  against 
which  we  contend  is  not  a  role  of  the  law  of  na- 
tions.   The  lav  of  nations  ordains  no  rule  which 

unequal  and  unjust. 

But,  still,  we  have  other  and  more  forcible  ob- 
jections. The  concession  which  is  required  would 
deprive  us  of  many  advantages  connected  with 
onr  local  situation,  our  enterprise,  our  wealth,  and 
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our  fortune ;  it  would  require  us  to  divert  much 
of  our  capital  SDd  industry  to  new  employ  men  Is  ; 
it  would  amouDt  to  an  abaDdoDoient  of  views  as 
ti  commercial  people,  and  miKl>t  involve  us  in  dao- 
gerous  controversies  by  a  virtual  admission  that 
any  euealial  articles  of  supply  may,  at  the  plus- 
are  of  a  belligerent  Dation^  be  placed  in  a  state  of 
inhibilioD  equivalent  to  being  d eclated  contraband 
of  war. 

Hitherto  we  have  regarded  it  as  a  peculiar  fe- 
licity, incident  to  our  neutral  situation,  that  it  was 
equally  beneficial  to  ourselves  and  to  all  the  par- 
ties with  whom  we  are  connected — the  articles 
exported  by  us  to_  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain 
being  convenieut  supplies  promised  to  secure  to 
our  ships  in  their  ports  a  welcome  reception  and 
hospitable  treatment.  As  the  direct  leiarns  for 
these  exports  were  ineonsideiable,  and  as  the  pro- 
ducts were  almost  exclusively  remitted  to  Gieat 
Britain,  and  there  applied  in  payment  for  manu- 
factures purchased  on  our  account,  we  considered 
ourselves  sure  of  recei vine  from  tbem  at  least  that 
'degree  of  protection  whicn  was  recommended  by 
a  re^^ard  to  mutual  interests, 

It  IS.  however,  with  much  surprise  that  we  have 
recently  discovered  that  the  very  circumstances 
upon  which  our  hopes  of  security  were  reposed, 
have  been  urged  at  arguments  to  justify  an  inva- 
aion  of  our  rights,  and  that  having  totally  sop- 
pteseed  the  ezternai  commerce  of  her  enemies, 
Qceat  Britain  ii  now  counselled  to  appropriate  to 
herself  that  of  her  friends.  If  it  be  true  that,  as 
exporters  of  certain  articles  to  the  ultimate  mar- 
kets, our  interests  are  in  collision  with  hers,  vet 
it  ought  to  be  recollected  that  it  is  a  particular 
and  minor  iaEeresi  only  which  suffers,  and  that 
the  disadvantage  is  a  necessary  coostquence  of 
her  colonial  system;  that  the  general  results  of 
our  commerce  are  greatly  in  her  favor;  that  they 
invisorate  her  manufacturing  interests,  whicn 
are  the  great  basis  of  her  wealth ;  and  that  these 
interests  can  never  be  promoted  by  the  impover- 
ishment of  her  best  customers.  Surely  the  secu- 
rity  of  peutral  rights  ought  not  to  diminish  as 
their  value  is  augmented;  surely  a  maritime  pre- 
ponderancy,  which  enables  its  possessor  to  bloet- 
ade  any  of  the  ports  of  its  enemies,  conveys  no 
just  title  to  a  monopoly  of  the  commerce  of  the 
world! 

Id  the  list  of  our  complaints,  we  cannot  forbear 
10  enumerate  the  humiliating  and  oppressive' 
duct  of  ships  of  war  in  the  vicinity  of  our  coasts 
and  harbors.  We  respect  the  principle,  and  em- 
ulate the  conduct  of  Great  Britain,  in  regard  to 
iier  own  jurisdiction,  and  we  wish  merely  to  claim 
to  ourselves  the  same  measure  of  justice  which 
she  exacts  from  others.  But  while  we  conieod 
that  we  ought  not  to  be  exposed  to  humiliating 
inquisitions  in  the  verge  of  our  port,  which,  by 
means  of  secret  connexions  with  our  city,  may  be 
rendered  conducive  to  the  indulgence  of  partiali- 
ty, favor,  or  malice,  we  disavow  any  wish  to  di' 
vest  the  belligerent  nations  of  [heir  rights.  If,  in 
particular  instances,  the  American  &g,  and  the 
ebaracler  of  an  American  merchant,  have  been 
ptoatiiuted  to  unwoitby  purposes,  we  declare  the 


individuals  thus  guilty  to  be  our  enemies,  and  we 
wish  not  to  screen  them  from  the  just  conse- 
of  their  misconduct.    We  also  assett 

Srebensive  view  of  oar  commerce  af- 
isive  evidence  that,  of  the  propert* 
circulated  through  this  port,  the  proportion  whicQ 
possibljr  belong  to  the  enemies  of  Great  Brii- 
isan  object  unworthy  the  attention  of  a  great 
rer,  especially  if,  in  a  rigorous  pursuit  of  its 
It  rights,  it  incurs  the  hazard  of  lorfeitiitg the 
esteem  of  its  friends. 
If,  therefore,  the  mode  in  which  the  American 
is  prosecuted  is  allowed  b_y  the  law  of 
r  irrefragable  evidence  arises  from  out 
^  tvanis,  and  necessary  connexions  with 
of  the  world^  that  it  is  almost  exclusively 
grounded  on  American  capital;  if  the  sugges- 
tions that  we  are  the  mere  agents  of  foreigners 
igenerous  insults,  contrived  as  apologies  for 
injuries;  if  frauds  in  relation  to  foreign  trusts  are 
not  more  frequent  in  this  country  than  in  Great 
Britain,  and  if  no  Government  is  able  wholly  to 
prevent  them,  then  our  conclusion  in  the  present, 
as  in  all  other  cases,  ooght  to  be  deduced  from 
general  facts,  and  not  from  particular  exceptions. 
This  conclusion  is,  that  the  American  commerce 
is  one  of  ibe  great  links  which  connect  those  m- 
lereiis  of  civilized  nations  which  wars  ooght  not 
to  disturb;  that,  to  break  this  link,  will  be  to  de- 
stroy all  commerce,  and,   therefore,  that  a  seri- 
ous misunderstanding  with  Great  Britain  would 
prove  fatal  to  the  most  important  interests  of  both 
countries. 

of  the  subject,  while  it  excites  oui 
anxiety,  furnishes  also  a  resource  for  our  hopes. 
We  wish  only  for  justice;  and  believing  that  a 
commercial  nation  which  disregards  justice  there- 
by undermines  the  citadel  of  her  power,  we  rely 
on  the  effect  of  mutual  interests  and  wishes  id 
promoting  a  cordial  explanation,  and  fair  adjust- 
ment ot  ever;  cause  of  misunderstanding;  in  par- 
ticular, we  rely  on  the  Government  of  onr  coun- 
try that  our  rights  will  not  be  abandoned,  and  that 
no  argument  in  iiivor  of  an  ui>uTpation  wilt  evet 
be  derived  from  our  acquiescence. 

If  our  personal  interests  and  local  atuchmenis 
have  not  greatly  misdirected  our  opinions,  the 
defeuceless  situation  of  the  port  of  New  York 
ought  to  eiciie  the  anxious  solicitude  of  every 
friend  of  his  country;  our  liver  is  the  only  com- 
mercial avenue  to  a  fertile  and  populous  country, 
which  is  rapidly  rising  into  importance;  it  is  here 
that  one-third  of  the  revenue  of  the  Union  is  col' 
lected,  and  this  proportion  is  understood  to  be  rela- 
tively increasing.  But,  while  we  are  grateful  fot 
thesedistinguishedadvantagesof  nature,  our  satis- 
faction is  diminished  by  reflecting  on  iheic  inse- 
curity :  for,  in  proportion  as  the  resources  of  oui 
country  accumulate  to  this  point,  is  the  hazard 
that  they  may  present  a  temptation  to  rapacity, 
and  become  the  prize  of  violence.  Without  re- 
curring to  the  experience  of  i»sl  times  for  proofs, 
that  no  nation  can  lone  maintain  an  extensive 
commerce  without  well  aefended  seaports  and  an 
eCGcient  military  marine,  we  aic  admonished,  by 
the  aewaudportentonsaapect  of  Europe,  and  the 
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a Imrm ing  piB valence  of  piracy  in  the  Weit  Indies, 
(bat  eDerselic  measiirea  of  defence  have  become 
itidi*p«nsibl]r  necessary. 

We  pretumeDOl  toezprest  any  opinion  respect- 
ing the  degree  of  force  of  which  ilie  permanent 
navf  onght  to  consist,  and  being  sensible  [hai  de- 
lay must  Bilend  the  conaCroction  of  suiiable  de- 
fences for  our  port,  we  shall  rest  satisfied  when 
we  perceive  that  these  measares  are  commenced 
in  a  maaner,  and  npon  a  scale,  which  will  assure 
to  us  an  efficient  conipleiiofl. 

Sucb,  however,  is  the  present  organized  force 
of  the  United  States,  that  we  should  consider  it 
as  inconsistent  with  the  honor,  interests,  or  secu- 
rity of  oar  country,  to  parly  with  the  pirates  of 
the  West  Indies,  whose  conduct  being  inconsist- 
tent  with  any  known  rules  of  lawful  warfare,  can- 
not have  been  autborized  by  any  civilized  nation 
towards  another  nation  in  a  state  of  peace.    Our 


vessels,  while  pursi 


a  lawful  trade,  have  beeci 


piratically  seized;  their  cargoes  have  been  forci 
cibly  taken  away  and  distributed,  without  ever 
the  form  of  a  trial ;  the  vessels,  in  many  iosiancei , 
sank  and  destroyed,  the  crews  stripped  of  all  their 
property.  All  these  outrages  have  been  exercised 
on  innocent  and  defEDceless  men,  aggravated  by 
unpreeedented  circuoslances  of  insult,  nppressioa, 
and  barbarity.  Some  of  these  violences  have 
been  committed  on  vessels  which  were  captured 
within  sight  of  our  harbors;  and  the  great  scene 
of  these  unparalleled  enormities  is  the  island  of 
Cuba,  which  commands  the  only  avenue  by  which 
we  preserve  a  commercial  connexion  with  our 
brethren  of  the  Western  States;  a  connexion 
wbicb  we  cherish  with  ardor  as  a  source  of  mu- 
tual advantage  and  a  bond  of  permanent  union. 

But  it  is  not  on  account  of  our  pecuniary  loues 
alone  that  we  complain.  The  constancy  and 
valor  of  the  seamen  of  the  United  States  are  justly 
themes  of  patriotic  exultation;  from  their  con- 
nexion with  us  we  consider  their  cause  as  our 
cause,  tbeir  rights  as  our  rights,  their  inieresta  as 
OUT  interests.  Oor  feelings  are  indignant  at  the 
reeiul  of  their  wrongs,  and  we  request,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  protection  Of  a  naval  force,  that,  at 
Icftst  in  the  American  seas,  our  brave  countrymen 
may  be  permitted  to  display  their  energy  in  tbeir 
own  delenee. 

Yoor  memorialists  conclude  with  remarking 
that  they  deem  the  present  situation  of  public  at- 
fairs  to  be  peculiarly  critical  and  pmluus,  and 
such  as  requires  all  the  prudence,  the  wisdom 
and  energy  of  Government,  supported  by  the  co- 
operation of  all  good  citizeoa.  By  mutual  eier- 
!,  under  the  benign  influence  of  Providence, 
I  this  hitherto  favored  nation,  we  hope  the 
>ud«  which  threaten  to  obscure  its  prosperity 
may  be  dispelled,  and  we  pledse  our  uuiied  sup- 
port in  favor  of  all  measures  adapted  to  vindicate 
and  secure  the  just  rights  of  out  country. 

Signed  by  the  unanimous  order  and  on  bebalf  of 
a  general  meeting  of  merchants,  convened  on  the 
2eth  December,  1805^ at  the  Tontine  Coffee  House 
in  the  city  of  New  York. 

JOHN  BROOM, 
New  You,  />ecemter  26, 1805. 
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To  tht  Fraidaa  of  the  United  State*,  and,  tfu  Senate 
and  Htnue  of  Repretentaiiva  of  the  United  State* 
of  ArBerieti,in  Congrest  oMembUd  ;  the  memorial  of 
themeretumtaandtradertoftheeilt/ofPhiladefyhiat 
At  a  moment  of  distress  and  a  season  of  solicit- 
ude, resulting  from  a  novel  and  peculiar  affection 
of  tbe  commercial  interests  of  their  country,  your 
memorialists,  as  composing  a  ^eat  proportion  of 
that  interest  in  one  of  the  principal  commercial 
cities  of  the  United  States,  submit  to  you  the  fol- 
lowing considerations: 

Under  the  influence  of  a  form  of  Qovernment 
calculated  to  inspire  coaBdence  in  the  security  of 
our  ac<]aisitions,  and  with  a  reliance  upon  the 
authority  of  the  nation  for  protection  and  support 
in  all  lawful  enterprise,  the  commerce  of  the  coun- 
try has  increased  in  a  manner  almost  unparallel- 
ed, and  has  widely  extended  a  spirit  of  enterprise, 
which  has  added  to  the  stock  of  private  wealth, 
and  enriched  the  Treasury  of  the  nation. 

By  the  existence  of  war  in  Europe,  and  our 
neutral  standing  with  tbe  belligerents,  our  com- 
merce was  naturally  and  necessarily  favored  and 
flourishing.  Conducted  upon  fair  and  honorable 
principles,  our  trade  wanted  no  privilege  but  the 
juFt  privilege  of  its  neutral  character,  and  it 
needed  no  favor  but  that  which  had  been  yielded 
by  the  universal  consent  of  civilized  nations.  But 
this  privilege,  we  conceive,  has  been  denied  to  us, 
and  a  jealouHV  of  our  enterprise  and  prosperity 
has  excited  a  design  of  cheeking  the  commercial 

Ewth  of  our  country ;  the  fruit  of  which  baa 
n  an  attempt  to  innovate  upon  ancient  and  ap- 
proved principles,  and  to  introduce  unheard-of 
articles  and  provisions  into  the  code  of  pnbticlaw. 
Of  this  design,  of  its  origin  and  extent,  your  me- 
morialists are  not  lefl  in  doubt,  when  they  con- 
sider the  course  and  nature  of  the  spoliations 
which  have  been  committed  on  the  Amerlcau 

For  a  time,  your  memorialists  were  disposed  to 
regard  the  violence  committed  on  the  vessels  and 
merchandise  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  Stales 
as  the  unauthorized  acts  of  lawless  individuals; 
for  tbe  fact  was  well  known,  that  many  French 
and  Spanish  cruisers  were  on  the  ocean  withont 
legal  commissions,  who  seized  without  authority, 
and  robbed  without  even  the  form  of  trial.  They 
were  aware  that  many  instances  of  violated  tights 
1  were  within  tbe  knowledge  of  the  Government, 
and  anticipated  the  adoption  of  measures  calculat- 
ed to  put  A  Slop  to  the  growing  mischief.  They, 
moreover,  reflected  that,  during  a  war  between 
powerful  maritime  Slates,  it  is  the  unavoidable 
lot  of  (he  neutral  to  incur  loss  and  suffer  incon- 
venience, even  from  a  fair  exercise  of  tbe  rights 
of  the  belligerent;  and  to  be  exposed  to  imposi- 
tion and  outrage,  practised  sometimes  with  the 
color  of  authoiity,  and  sometimes  in  despite  o( 
both  law  and  humanity.  Resting,  however,  with 
conGdenee,  upon  the  protection  which  they  re- 
garded their  Government  as  bound  to  afford  to  the 
fait  and  lawful  trader,  (bey  submitted  to  the  prea- 
ent  [neon venience, and  referred  themselves  totbat  I 

protecting  principle,  and  to  the  integrity  of  the  I 

superior  tribunals  before  which  the  seizures  of 
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ibeiT  property  would  be  finally  conaiderfd.  m  the 
•urelies  of  a  ceriaio  tbouch  distant  retrJ'batioD. 

It  become*  youT  meciorialiaia  to  state,  tbat  the 
pressure  of  ihckc  evils  bas  greatly  increased,  and 
that  olhets  ofereD  supeiior  magDJludehave  arisen, 
which  assume  a  most  ilarnitDg  and  distressing 
form.  What  were  considered  as  iir^ujarities, 
UD susceptible  of  preTcotiuD.  ^ave,  by  coutiouaace 
aod  succesH,  strenglhened  into  recular  and  Eysle- 
matic  plunder.  What  were  ref^ardrd  as  mischiefE 
incident  to  a  stale  of  war,  temporary,  ihongh  not 
remediless,  are  vindicated  upon  the  ground  of 
right,  and  their  practice  is  reiterated  under  the 
authority  of  Goveroiuent,  and  receives  the  sotemn 
■auction  of  the  law.  They,  moreoTer,  foresee,  la 
the  prevalence  of  the  principles,  and  in  tbe  co»' 
tinuance  of  the  practices  alluded  to,  nothing  but 
the  xuin  of  isdividuals,  the  desimciion  of  their 
«ominerce,  and  the  degradation  of  their  country. 

Could  the  judgment,  or  even  the  charity,  of 

£>ut  memoriaiisls,  see  in  (he  new  doctrines  of  the 
ritish  Court  nothing  but  tbe  revival  and  enforce' 
mentof  an  ancient  and  established  principle,  which 
friendship  had  relaxed  or  favor  permiLied  lo  slum- 
ber, they  might  regret  the  departed  good,  but  eould 
impute  no  injustice  lo  the  hand  that  withdrew  it. 
They  ara  struck,  however,  with  the  novelty  t^ 
these  doctrine*;  ibeir  uuequtvocal  hustility  to 
neutral  iaterest  and  rights;  their  inconsiatency 
with  formerdeclarations  of  their  Ministry  and  de- 
cisions of  their  courts,  aad  with  the  extraordinary 
time  and  maoner  of  their  annuaciation. 

In  the  reflection  thai  the  great  code  of  the  laws 
of  nations  presents  a  system  of  reason  and  right. 
^proved  hy  the  uoimpasiioned  and  disinlerested 
iudgmenl  of  the  civilized  world,  neither  temper- 
ing Its  provUioDs  to  the  wants  or  demands  of  an 
imperioua  belligerent,  nor  yet  giring  aid  to  the 
•rooked  subtleties  of  QnfaiihfuT  neutrality,  your 
memorialists  have  conceived  the  rights  erf  their 
■Mtion,  as  a  neutral,  to  stand  upon  unchangeable 
ground.  These  rights,  they  cannot  but  believe, 
extend  to  a  free  and  uninterrupted  connnerre.  with 
their  own  foods  in  their  own  reeiels,  with  other 
neutrals,  il  admitted  by  their  taws,  or  with  the 
belligerents  tbemselrea,  subject  to  the  received 
t«guIatioDB  relating  to  blockade,  and  to  articles 
contraband  of  war.  The  established  reetrioiions 
on  the  points  juat  men  lion  ed,  with  the  right  of 
examination  and  search,  have  been  reasooably 
conudered  as  giving  to  the  belligerent  the  most 
nmjde  security  against  the  infidelity  or  cupidity 
wbioh  would  lend  a  covert  ------    --   ' 


tgonist.     The  policy  and  interested 
atugle  State  may  call  iot  severities  against 


T 


,  which  are  neither  commanded  of 
.  sanctioned  by  usage;  but  the  principles 
of  public  law  cannot  vary  with  the  purposes  of 
Ihe  politic,  nor  shift  with  the  designs  of  the  inKr- 
«t«d.  That  policy,  not  justice— that  interest,  not 
nir  and  admitted  precedent,  have  given  birth 
lo  the  principle  that  neutrals  should  be  restricted 
lo  the  same  commerce  with  a  belligereot,  which 
WH  allowed  lo  them  by  that  Power  in  the  lime 
01  peace,  is  cooeeived,  by  your  memorialiMs,  to 
be  Uue.     Incompatible  with  the  general  free- 


.  rule  has  ibe  amc- 
lion  of  no  common  observance  by  ctrilized  nntiou^ 
and  cannot  bear  that  faithful  test  which  every 
fair  and  rigbteous  principle  of  (he  law  of  nation* 
will  abide.  Against  tbe  soundness  of  tbe  prineir- 
ple  iteeir,  it  is  also  to  be  observed,  that  tta  adro- 
cater,  instead  of  tracing  its  ctirreney  from  age  to 
age,  poiM  to  tbe  war  ojf  1756,  as  tbe  era  of  lis  dis- 
covery ;  and,  Instead  of  stamping  its  validitj  by 
the  concorrenee  of  the  civilized  worM,  indieate 


fallibility  by  a  labored  detail  of  their  own  t«> 
iaifliion  and  contraetion  of  the  rule. 

The  e&ct  of  this  novel  principle  upon  nemnl 
interests  is  of  the  most  i^eriousand  alarming  char- 
acter. It  goes  lo  nothing  short  of  tbe  desIrtK- 
tion  of  neuirat  commerce,  and,  front  the  wril- 
known  neutral  situation  and  character  of  tbe 
United  States,  to  nothing  short  of  iofiiciing  a 
moKt  deep  and  deadly  wound  upon  ibeir  Irad^ 

But  ^our  memorialists  cannot  but  consider,  thai 
this  principle  has  not  the  weigbt  of  a  consitteBl 
and  uniform  support  by  Ibe  Government  which 
professes  to  uphold  it.  In  1801,  the  decUiationi 
of  its  Ministry  and  the  deciuons  of  iia  conrts 
unequivocally,  "  that  tbe  produce  of  the  col< 
of  tbe  enemy  may  be  imported  by  a  neutral  into 
his  country,  and  be  re-exporied  from  tbeoee,  even 
to  the  mother  country  of  sucli  colony ;"  and,  alM>, 
'*  tbat  landing  the  goods,  and  paying  the  doiiea  in 
the  neutral  ebuntry,  breaks  the  contiooity  of  tbe 
voyage,  and  is  such  aft  importauea  as  Ic^Hzea 
tbe  trade,  although  the  goods  be  re^bip|>ed  in  Ac 
same  vessel,  and  on  aecoant  of  the  same  ncutrd 
proprietors,  and  forwarded  for  ul«  to  the  mother 
country."  In  1806,  il  is  decided,  that  landing  and 
paying  doties  does  not  break  the  contioaiiy  of  tbe 
voyage,  and  ihat  the  ooorse  of  trade  pointed  oat 
to  the  neutral  four  years  before,  as  It^L  aiid  aaJ^ 
is  now  unsatisfactory  to  the  belligerent,  and  at- 
tended, infallibly,  with  ceo&scaiioaL  Wbai  eleni 
and  immnttble  principle  of  the  law*  of  aalioBi 
can  that  be.  vour  memorialinta  wonld  aak,  which 
is  supported  Oy  the  Higli  Court  of  Aitaniralty,anid 
avowed  hy  tbe  Ministry  in  1801,  and  whiieh  ia 
prostrated  by  the  Hinisiry  and  tbe  High  Coartef 
Appeals  in  18051  Such  a  prineiple  mnstbeeo*- 
sidered  as  partafaing  mtber  of  theshifiing  ebame- 
ter  of  convenience,  thanof  thai  of  permanent  right 
and  esiablisbed  law. 

The  time  and  manner  of  announcing  it  accord 
with  tbe  principle  itself.  At  a  moment  when  mw- 
eantile  enterprise,  eonfiding  in  the  explanations 
on  this  point  given  by  tbe  British  Ministry  to  aur 
Ambassador,  was  strained  to  the  iitmokt,anew  de- 
cision of  the  eonri  of  appeals  is  announced,  and 
every  sail  is  stretched  tocolleet  tb«  unwary  Ame- 
ricans, who  are  onsuspeeiingly  eonKding  in  what 
was  the  law  of  nabons. 

After  this  view  of  the  princirie  itadf,  yoarmo- 
morialisis  would  state^  Ihat  it  has  received  n  rig- 
omuB  and  active  enforcement.  Under  ihia  pre- 
tcneCj  many  Amerioan  (esaels,  with  cai^oea  an- 
qnesiionably  American,  have  been  earned  into 
ihe  ports  of  Great  Britain,  charged  with  a  depnc 
tore  from  neutral  ebaraat*r  in  tnis  important  par- 
ticular.   Some  have,  indeed,  been  libeiated,  aAet 
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lODK  <l^>Ti  ^^^  <*'>''^  gresl  eipcnae ;  but  lanaj  are 
Bti  if  detained,  without  a  clear  undersiaading  of 
the  precise  groDiids  of  detentioa. 

On  this  interesting  point,  your  memortalists re- 
fer tltemselres,  wiiE  confidence,  to  the  wisdom 
and  the  honor  of  their  QoTernmeni.  In  theprin- 
etples  they  have  here  snbmitted  to  your  consjde- 
ratina,  ibey  feel  all  the  confidence  of  justice,  and 
all  the  tenacity  of  Irmh.  To  surrender  them,  they 
coDceive,  would  dero^te  from  the  national  cha- 
racter and  independence  of  the  United  Slates. 
Prom  the  justice  ol  GoTemment,  they  hope  for 
their  arowal;  from  the  spirit  of  Government,  they 
hope  for  their  defence ;  and  fVom  the  blessiof  of 
Heaven,  they  hope  for  their  establish  meat. 

The  attention  of  GoTernmentia  alao  solicited 
by  foar  memoiislists,  to  other  embarrassments  of 
their  commerce,  and  to  incoaveniences  deeply  af- 
fecting the  trading  interest  of  the  United  States, 
ia  a  dioerent  quarter.  With  a  forbearaDce  seldom 
exercised  under  like  circumstances,  the  merchants 
of  this  country  hare  expected  retribution  for  the 
injuries  imposed  upon  ihem  by  another  nation. 
Instead  of  reeeiring  this  retribution,  fresh  injuries 
hare  been  tnfiieted  ;  and,  eren  during  the  existence 
of  the  present  war,  adjudications,  which  ouimge 
erery  priaoipie  of  justice,  taarepaned  in  the  conns 
of  Spain  on  Ameriean  p-operiy.  From  the  Gov- 
ernment of  that  eooiKrT,  between  whom  and  ibe 
United  States  there  txnta  a  tmty  of  friendship 
M)d  eoDtmerce,  we  bad  the  n'Kbtta  expect,  within 
hef  ports  and  jurisdiction,  perfect  safety  and  pro- 
tection. Instead  of  TMetTing  them,  it  is  too  no- 
tmious  that  we  hare  experienijed  from  the  officers 
of  thai  Qoveraaaent,  when  applied  to,  the  most 
mortifying  inatieDiian  ;  and  thll,  in  entire  deroga- 
tion of  our  ticaiVi  we  have  been  the  poiated  ob- 
jects of  their  neglect  bb4  iajnatice.  The  severity 
of  this  case  is  ineremed  by  the  consi deration,  that, 
at  tAe  lime  eri'iii  ocearreace,  the  very  country  at 
whose  hands  this  injustice  has  been  experienced, 
stood  iodebled  to  us  for  supplies  essential  to  tob- 
sistence,  ai>d  for  giving  currency  and  value  to  itc 
pn>4oetB.  Under  tbis^cad  il  deserves  also  to  be 
mentioned,  as  a  point  sot  beomtk  the  notice  of 
Qoverooient,  chat  in  oar  own  port*,  and  nnder 
Tonr  own  eyes,  puMic  offlccn  of  that  nation  have 
nad  the  cenfidcnoe  to  extort  from  onr  merehanis 
fees  and  emelaineBts  anpieoedsnted  aad  mreasn- 
naUe. 

Id  dolailing  the  general  distressec  of  our  oom- 
neive,  your  memorialiiia  most  abo  remark,  that 
the  license  of  pirates  aad  plunderers  ia  the  West 
Indies  has  become  almost  nnbouaded  ;  and  that 
the  defeDcelesa  and  anprotected  state  of  our  ship- 
ping ei^ies  it  10  the  most  omngvoM  ravages  of 
ihedartng  and  anpriocipled.  Thai  o or  seamen 
shonid  be  exposed  to  the  meaoMt  insults,  asd  most 
wanton  craeltiea,  and  the  fratts  of  onr  industry 
and  enterprise  fall  a  prey  to  the  proligate,  cannot 
but  excite  both  feeling  and  indignation,  antt  call 
loadly  for  the  aid  an  a  protection  of  aovernment. 
That  a  belligerent  Power  should  depart  frotn  the 
ooiBmon  anaaacHlomed  coarse  of  examiBiag  the 
•bipt  of  Iba  neutral,  on  (be  higk  seas,  as  clHiioe 
or  vigilaiioetlioiiIdgir«ilw«pporMMijFaf  seank, 


and  should  station  its  vessels  of  war  at  ihei 
of  our  porta  and  harbors,  to  scrntinize  everything 
that  enters  or  departs,  must  also  be  regarded  as 
attaching  reproach  to  the  fairness  of  oor  nentra) 
conduct,  and  is  by  no  means  compatible  with  onr 
dif^ily  or  our  rights. 

Since  your  memorialists  have  directed  their  at- 
tention to  Govern  men  t  on  the  subjects  herein  sub- 
mitted, they  have  seen  with  astonishment  a.  pro- 
clamation issued  by  General  Ferrand.  an  officer 
of  the  French  Government  commanding  at  the 
city  of  St  Domingo,  in  the  island  of  Hispaniola, 
which  they  regard  as  declaratory  of  the  mostooC- 
rageons  and  hostile  intentions.  As  an  act  of  an 
authorized  agent  (an  officer  of  Government)  it  il 
considered  as  without  a  parallel.  Taken  in  ita 
obvious  extent,  it  gives  authority  to  vessels  n 
Prenchcommisstonto  carry  in  all  Americans  they 
meet  with,  because  the  terms  of  the  proclamation 
are  so  indefinite  as  to  leave  everything  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  craiser.  Experience  has  too  fatal- 
ly proved,  that  property  once  taken  into  their  ports 
is  irretrievably  lost. 

If  this  procUmalion  have  issued  under  the  au- 
thority or  the  French  nation,  it  can  only  be  con- 
sidered as  a  declaration  of  war.  If  it  be  ultimata- 
ly  disavowed  by  the  Governinent  of  this  agent,  it 
must  be  at  a  distant  point  of  time,  when  mischiefs 
great  aitd  ruiaoas  tnay  have  been  done  under  its 
authority.  It  is  to  prevent  these  misebieA  that 
ytmr  memorialists  aolieil  the  attention  of  Qc^eni' 
ment,  and  respceifally  suggest,  that  this  extraor- 
dinary measure  might  ba  speedly  conateraeted  by 
oar  national  force. 

Under  the  presstire  of  this  state  of  things,  yont 
memorialists  have  thought  proper  freely  to  mabc 
known  to  their  Gkrvemraeni  the  injuries  snatained 
and  apprehended  by  the  commercial  interest  of 
the  coantry.  They  feel  themselves  bound  to  a^ 
dress  to  you  their  firm  persuasion,  that  the  amonnt 
of  losses  sustained  by  tne  merchants  of  the  United 
States,  from  unlawful  depredations,  would,  of  it- 
sdf,  be  sufficient  to  defray  the  expense  of  an  anna- 
iaeBtade<|Dateto  the  protection  of  their  commerca. 
As  citizena,  tbey  clatm  protection  ;  and  they  eoo- 
eeive  that  the  claim  is  enforced  by  the  cans>dei»- 
tion,  tiNt  from  their  iodnsiry  and  enterpiisn  ■ 
colketed  a  revenae  which  no  nation  has  been  aUe 
to  equal,  without  a  corre^odent  expeaaefbr  lite 
protection  of  the  means. 

After  this  fair  and  candid  statement  of  the  dis- 
tress and  exposure  of  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States,  your  memorialists  eanaoi  but  feel  and  ex- 
pms  extreme  solicitude  for  the  possible  evenL  In 
perfect  confldence  that  their  foreign  commerce 
was  sheltered  not  only  by  the  law  of  cations,  bat 
by  eiisiing  treaties,  with  some  of  the  belligerents 
and  by  the  explaiuiions  given  to  the  public  law 
by  taolher,  they  have  extended  it  to  every  sea, 
with  no  other  security  than  a  reliance  upon  those 
treaties  and  explanations.  It  is,  ofcour)e,defenee> 
less,  and  liable  to  arrestaiion  bv  the  most  iactn- 
siderable  fcrce.  Jt  may,  then,  ne  naiDrally  sup- 
posed, that  yoor  meroonaiists  look,  with  anxiety, 
to  thfl^medies  which  may  be  applied  to  thtaa 
preeaog  evils.    To  proMtve  peace  with  ril-utlott 
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is  admitted,  without  reserTe,  to  be  both  the  iotei- 
est  aad  the  policy  of  the  United  Slates.  They, 
therefore,  presume  to  suggest,  that  every  measure, 
not  inconsuiteDt  with  the  honor  of  the  nation,  by 
which  the  great  objects  of  redress  aod  securiiv 
may  be  aiiained,  iihould  first  be  used.  If  sucn 
measure*  prore  ineffectual,  whatever  may  be  the 
sacrifice,  on  (heir  part,  it  will  be  met  with  aubmis- 
•ioD.  But  whatever  meat>ureH  may  be  pursued  b^ 
Ibeir  GoTernnieDl,  yotir  memoihlists  express  their 
firmest  faith  that  every  caution  will  be  used  to  pre- 
setve  private  property  and  mercaotile  credit  from 

With  these  observatioos,  submitted  with  defer- 
ence and  respect  to  tbe  President  and  representa- 
tiye  body,  it  remains  only  to  add  the  hope  of  your 
memorialists,  that,  on  auojects  of  such  deep  and 
'  e  coacero,  such  measures  will  be  adopted 
isis  with  the  honor  and  interests  of  the 
United  States.  THOS.  FITZIMONS, 

Chairman. 
R.  E.  HoBART,  Secretary. 

Jan.  16, 1806. 
f  Here  follows  an  exhibit  of  captures  by  tbe  bel- 
ligerent Powers  of  properly  insured  by  the  iniu- 
raace  offices  in  Philadelphia.] 

To  tkt  Iba.  Jamt*  l^tiiton,  Seeretary  of  Slate  of  the 
Untied  State!  ;  the  memorial  of  the  merchanti  >  ' 
Newhuryporl  and  vieinity,  reepeetftUly  reprttenli 
That,  while  pursuinga  just  and  legal  commerc  , 
we  have  suffered  great  and  aggravated  loraes  from 
unwarrantable  depredations  on  our  property  by 
several  belligerent  Powers  of  Europe.  In  con- 
dueling  our  commerce  wehaveeudeavored  strictly 
to  eourorni  ourselves  '.o  the  laws  of  nations  and 
existing  treaties,  to  the  regulations  of  our  owo 
OoTernment,  and  to  those  of  the  belligerent  Pow- 
ers  ;  yet,  nevertheless,  oar  property  has,  in  various 
instances,  been  taken  from  us  on  tbe  high  seas,  in 
a  piratical  manner;  in  some  others  it  baa  been 
seized  by  tbe  craiEers  of  one  nation,  carried  into 
the  ports  of  another,  and  there  embezzled  with 
scarcely  the  semblance  of  a  trial ;  and  in  many 
cases  our  vessels  and  cargoes  have  been  captured, 
tried,  and  condemned  in  courts  of  law,  unaer  nn- 
nsoal  and  alarming  preieoces,  which,  if  permitted 
to  continue,  threaten  the  ruio  of 
interests. 

Bo  far  from  obtaining  redress  of  our  grievaoces, 
by  the  ordinary  modes  and  process  of  law,  we  have 
in  most  cases  been  subjected  to  heavy  costs,  and 
suffered  embarrasiiog  and  distressing  detention  of 
properly,  even  where  no  pretence  could  be  found 
to  authorize  the  seizure  of  it. 

In  Ihia  alarming  situation  of  our  commercial 
affairs,  both  our  duty  and  interest  strongly  urge 
OS  to  embrace  tbe  earliest  opportunity  to  commu- 
nicate to  tbe  constituted  guardians  of  cur  righla, 
such  facts  and  documents  as  may  enable  them  ef- 
fectually lodemand  indemnifieatioo  forpast  losses, 
and  security  from  future  aggressions. 

You  will,  therefore,  have  tbe  goodness,  as  soon 
as  maybe,  to  lay  before  the  President  of  ihe  Uni- 
ted States  the  enclosed  list  of  losses  sustained  by 


the  merchants  of  Newburyport  and  vicinity,  to- 
gether with  the  memorial. 

Having  sustained  iheK  losses  and  injuries  in 
the  prosecution  of  our  lawful  commerce^  and  in 
the  exercise  of  our  just  rights,  we  rely  with  con- 
fidence on  the  wisdom,  firmness,  and  justice  of  our 
Government,  to  obtain  for  us  tnat  compenniion, 
nd  to  grant  to  us  that  protection  which  a  regard 
>  the  honor  of  our  country,  no  leas  than  to  tbe 
ighta  of  our  citizens,  most  dictate  and  require. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  lespecifolly,  sir, 
your  obedient  servants, 

WILLIAM  BARTLETT, 
MOSES  BROWN, 
WILLIAM  PARIS, 
JOHN  PEARSON, 
EBENEZER  STOKERS. 
STEPHEN  HOWARD. 
EDWARD  TOPPAN.   ' 
[Here  follows  a  list  of  losses  sustained  br  tbe 
..erchantsnf  Nevburyporiand  vicinity,  by oepre- 
dations  of  tbe  belligerent  Powers  of  Europe.] 

COHU  ON  WEALTH  or  MAaSAOBDSETTB  : 

Port  of  Neieburyporl. 
By  this  public  instrument  of  protest,  be  it  known 
and  made  manifest,  that,  on  this  second  day  of  De- 
cember, in  the  year  of  onr  Lord  one  tbousaad 
eight  hnndred  and  five,  and  in  tbe  thirtieth  year 
ofihe  independence  of  tne  United  Slates  of  Amer- 
ica, personally  came  and  appeared  before  me.  Mi- 
chael Hodge,  notary  public,  by  legal  authority 
admitted  and  sworn,  dwelling  in  the  town  of  New- 
buryport, in  tbe  Commouweahh  aforesaid,  Wil- 
liam Morris,  master  of  tbe  brig  Lucrelia  of  New- 
buryport, William  Kloot,  mate  of  the  staid  brig, 
who,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  did  sev- 
erally solemnly  and  sincerely  depose,  testify,  and 
declare,  that  they  sailed  in  the  said  brig  Lucrelia, 
from  Newburyport,  on  the  S4lb  dav  of  Awtlst 
last  past,  laden  with  a  cargo  suitable  lor  the  West 
India  market,  and  bound  for  the  island  of  Martin- 
ico.  That  on  the  20ih  day  of  September  follow- 
ing, being  then  in  latitude  twenty-one  degrees 
north,  and  longitude  fif)y-«igbl  degrees  west,  ihey 
saw,  at  five  P.  M.,  a  brig  bearing  southeast,  steer- 
ing, northwest ;  at  half-past  five  they  fired  a  gua, 
were  brought  to,  hailed,and  ordered  Csptain  Mor- 
ris to  veer  round  under  bis  stern,  and  he  would 
send  on  board  his  boat,  which  he  accordingly  did, 
and  took  Captain  Morris  out  of  the  briff,  and  left 
a  prize-master  and  one  man  on  board  tne  Lucre- 
lia ;  St  about  half-past  six  P.  M.,  they  again  sent 
their  boat  on  board  with  four  more  men,  armed 
with  pistoU  and  cutlasses ;  they  went  immediately 
below,  and  began  to  breakopeneverytbiogiDtbeir 
way,  in  search,  aa  t  hey  saidjlor  naval  stores,  though 
it  evidently  appeared  plunder  was  their  objeCL 
They  robbed  tne  brig  of  all  her  new  canvass  all 
her  candles,  pump-nails,  locks,  and  gimlets,  all  tbe 
beans,  coffee,  and  lea,  and  all  (be  cabin  stores. 
They  broke  open  Ihe  medicine  chest,  and  look 
several  things  out  of  it ;  they  went  down  iato  the 
run,  broke  open  several  boxes  of  sweei  oil,  and 
broke  a  numoer  of  the  bottle^  to<di  half  ft  tierce 
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of  bread,  levenl  buckets  of  potaloeg,  and  the 
bucket.  They  also  robbed  the  said  William  Mot- 
fU,  the  master,  of  bi^i  walcb,  great-coat,  a  new 
pair  of  boots,  a  new  hat,  and  a  pair  of  blue  trow- 
Kn;  tbey  also  robbed  the  mate,  William  Klooi, 
of  twenly-three  pair  of  shoes,  twenty-four  mo- 
rocco skios,  and  one  pair  of  trowsers,  and  the  coo 
per  of  eighty  pair  of  shoes,  and  all  the  people's 
clolhing  they  could  find.  That  at  about  ten 
o'clock,  they  took  William  GiLbeii,  one  of  the 
Lucreiia's  hands,  and  tied  him  up  to  the  main 
rigging;  they  presented  a  pistol  to  the  said  mate, 
and  declared  Ibal  if  he  offered  to  move,  or  to 
speak,  they  would  blow  his  brains  out ;  they  twice 
went  with  the  plunder  tbcy  took,  and  relumed 
the  third  time,  and  Captain  Morris  with  ihem,  it 
being  then  about  eleven  o'clock,  briuging  with 
them  clubs,  instead  of  their  weapons,  as  before ; 
that  (hey  began  plnndering  again  and,  on  the 
people's  entreating  them  to  leave  their  clothing, 
they  began  to  beat  them  with  their  clubs,  and 
three  of  the  people  were  most  inhumanly  beaten; 
that  they  struck  Captain  Morris  twice  with  their 
boat's  litter,  in  his  face,  for  only  requesting  them 
to  cease  plundeiiug  them  any  more  ;  that  during 
all  this  time,  they  on  board  the  aimed  brig  kept 
Up  a  constant  firing  with  their  musketry.  That 
at  about  midnight,  they  permitted  the  Lucretia  to 
proceed  on  her  voyage.  That  the  brig  which 
abased  and  plundered  them  carried  eighteen  or 
twenty  guns,  from  Africa  bound  to  Jamaica  ;  ihey 
told  Captain  Morris  the  brig's  name  was  the  An- 
dromeda^ of  London,  commanded  by  Captain  Car- 
rol. Wherefore,  the  said  William  Morris,  the 
master  as  aforeMiid,  doth  require  me,  the  said  n 
tary  to  protest.  I,  the  said  notary,  do,  therefoi 
at  the  request  aforesaid,  and  on  benalf  of  thesa 
William  Morris,  the  master  as  aforesaid,  and  of 
the  owner  or  owners,  shippers,  freighters,  insurers, 
and  all  others  in  anywise  concerned  or  interested 
ia  the  said  brig  Lucretia,  or  her  lading,  as  afore- 
said, or  any  part  thereof^  solemnly  protest  against 
the  owners,  captains,  officers  and  crew  of  the  said 
brig  Andromeda,  for  the  robbery  of  the  said  brig 
Lucretia,  by  the  boat's  crew  of  the  said  Androm- 
eda, as  is  particularly  set  forth  in  the  body  of  this 
protest,  and  their  abusive  and  inhuman  condoci 
while  on  boatd  the  said  Lucretia,  for  all  losses, 
costs,  charges,  damages,  and  expenses  whatsoever, 
had,   borne,  su  fie  red  and  sustained,  or  to  *--   '--'' 

borne,  sufiered,  and  sustained  by  the  said , 

owner  or  owners,  shippers,  freigntera,  insurers,  and 
all  others  in  anywise  concerned  or  interested  '~ 
the  said  Lucretia.  or  her  lading,  as  aforesaid, 
any  part  thereof,  lor,  or  by  reason  of,  the  matters 
and  things  as  aforesaid.    Thus  done  and  protested 
at  Newbury  port,  in  the  Commonwealth  aforesaid. 
In  faith  and  testimony  whereof,  as  well  the  said 
Williana  Morris,  and  William  Kloot,  the  depo- 
nents, as  I,  the  said  notary,  have  to  these  presents 
subscribed  our  names.  And  I,  the  said  notary,  have 
hereunto  set  my  hand,  and  affixed  my  notarial 
seal,  at  Newburyport  aforesaid,  the  day,  month, 
and  year  aforesaid.       WILLIAM  MORRIS. 
WILLIAM  KLOOT. 
M.  HoDQE,  Notary  Public. 


DHMONWEALTH  OF  MAaHACHnSETTS,  EattX,  SS  : 

Be  it  known,  that  the  fore^ing  on  this  sheet, 
a  true  copy  of  a  certain  protest,  entered  ofree- 
..d  in  the  office  of  me,  the  aforeiiaid  Michael 
Hodge,  as  notary  public  as  aforesaid. 

In  testimony  wnereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my 
hand,  and  affixed  my  notarial  seal,  at  Newbury- 
port aforesaid,  this  fifth  day  of  December,  in  the 
ear  of  our  Lord  one  (hoarand  eight  hundred  and 

M.  HODQE,  J^ary  PvblUs. 


CHiRLGaTON,  (S.  C)  June  12,  1805. 
To  the  honorable  Jama  Madimm,  Etq.,  Seeretary  of 
State  of  the  United  Statea  .—The  memorial  of  the 
Preeidatt  and  Dirtelort  of  the  South  Carolina  In- 
twanee  Con^any,  and  of  the  merehanit  and  otheri 
intereattd  in  the  eommene  of  the  City  of  Charlet- 
tan,  retpeelfuUy  ihotoeih ; 

That  your  memorialists  are  deeply  affected  by 
the  recent  capture^ai  the  very  entrance  of  this 
art,  of  the  Amencan  ship  Two  Friends,  by  a 
'reoch  privateer.  This  event  has  excited  among 
all  classes  of  citizens  the  strongest  sensations,  uot 
__jly  because  the  said  ship  was  captured  without 
any  color  of  pretence,  within  sight  of  land,  but 
because  she  is  our  only  regular  London  trader. 
and  had  on  board  a  full  supply  of  Spring  ana 
Summer  goods.  The  distress  and  anxiety  occa- 
sioned by  these  circumstances  are  greatly  en- 
hanced Irom  our  having  been  hitherto  deprived 
Spring  supplies,  and  from  an  anticipation 
of  the  consequences  justly  to  be  apprehended  from 
a  continuance  of  similar  outrages,  should  not  the 
most  prompt  and  effectual  measures  be  adopted 
for  the  protection  and  security  of  our  commercial 
interests.  Your  memorialists  are  authorized  to 
add  (although  the  fact  be  not  detailed  in  (he  pro- 
test) that  it  appears,  from  undoubted  authority, 
(hat  the  magnitude  of  the  prize  was  the  sole  in- 
ducement of  the  above-mentioned  capture,  the 
capiors  having  said  (hat  they  would  release  the 
Two  Friends,  in  the  event  of  theit  Tailing  in  with 
any  other  valuble  prize,  which  might  be  more 
worthy  of  their  notice. 

This  most  extraordinary  capture,  in  direct  |io- 
lation  of  our  treaty  wiib  France,  (as  appears  by 
the  accompanying  document!<,  has  already  been 
followed  by  events  no  less  alarming,  our  liarbor 
being  at  this  moment  completely  blockaded  by 
three  French  privateers,  (and  mote  are  daily  ex- 
pected,) which  examine  all  vessels  coming  in  and 
going  out  of  this  port,  and  either  detain  or  release 
them,  according  as  their  value  excites  (he  cupidity 
of  the  cruisers. 

This  degrading  state  of  our  harbor  has  neceasa- 
rily  raised  the  premiums  of  insurance,  thus  forc- 
ing additional  sums  from  the  pockets  of  our  citi- 
zens, has  advanced  the  priceoi  every  commodity, 
and  created  a  distressing  stagnation  of  our  ex- 
ports; for  the  merchants,  not  receiving  their  goods 
from  abroad,  are  incapacitated  from  purchasing 
the  produce  of  the  country.  Among  these  deplor- 
able effects  of  (he  defenceless  aud  hurailixine 
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eoDdiiJon  of  oar  commerce  may  be, 
enameraled  the  immeose  Ioh  of  duties,  thi 
ibeahip  Two  PrieDda  alone  beiac  eitinikted  bf 
the  collector  at  forty-five  thoDODa  dollars. 

Your  memorialists  luTe  the  best  leasL...  .__ 
beliering  ifaat  this  early  soeeess,  eiperieaced  by 
tbme  French  privateers,  will  immediatelv  allare 
others  in  swarmi  to  our  coast  and  bar,  to  the  total 
ruia  of  private  mereaotile  concerns,  aod  the 
fatal  deralcition  of  the  public  reveoue.  Your 
memorialiiii  have  no  less  groood  for  apprehend- 
ing that  Briiisb  cruisers,  availing  themselves  of 
the  abiieDce  of  domestic  protection,  will,  under  tbi 
color  of  ei pell iag  the  French,  assume  and  occup] 
(beir  ground,  and  either  retain  us  in  the  same  de 
graded  siste,  barassing  our  vessels  by  leareha 
and  detiniion,  or  subject  us  to  the  disgraceful  and 
morlifyiiig  obligations  of  gratitude  loi 

Your  memorialists  are  the  more  alarmed  at 
these  denredations,  because  much  valuable  prop- 
«riy  is  still  expected  thissummer  from  other  quar- 
ten  tban  London,  and  considerable  importations 
wilt  be  looked  for  lu  the  fall,  for  our  winter  su^y- 
plies ;  and  sboold  there  not  be  an  early  and  efFect- 
nal  cbeck  to  these  aggressions,  should  our  fall 
importatjoDs  be  also  interrupted,  the  calamities 
irf  the  last  year— produced  by  the  hDrrricane,  and 
other  ceases — in  which  this  city  ha*  largely  par- 
ticipated, woald  be  aggravated  to  snch  an  extent 
sa  to  eveoiuaie  in  general  ruin.  And  these  just 
alartas  and  apprehensions  of  your  memoritfists 
»n  heightened  by  the  well  known 
-'  -"iny  of  the  cruisers  wbi  '    '   ' 


belonging  1o  St.  Jago  de  Coba,  and  Baracoa,  ii 
wbien  receptacles, 1.  __..■.  ..■_     _ 


rith  the  knowledge  of  the  Government  of  Cuba, 
are  inataally  sold,  withoot  any  condeisDation 
whatever,  or  eveii  the  forniHlity  of  a  trial,  there- 


easion  to  notice  a  late  decision  of  the  district  contt 
witbin  this  Stalej grounded  onanact  of  Consreas, 
whereby  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  the  l^ited 
States  IS  limited  to  the  short  distance  of  three 
miles,  or  a  marine  league  from  the  coasts  or 
shores,  which,  by  the  said  court,  is  construed  to 
mean  three  miles  from  the  land;  consequenily,  the 
tmlddle  cbannel  of  oar  bar,  being  more  than  three 
miles  distant  from  the  nearest  land,  is  pronounced 
by  judicial  authority  to  be  without  the  jurisdiction 
of  tbe  United  States.  Tbe  very  entrance  of  our 
harbor,  in  full  sight  of  the  city,  where  vessels  are 
frequently  obliged  to  anchor  while  waiting  for  a 
tide,  and  with  a  pilot  on  board,  is,  by  our  own  tri- 
bduals,  acknowledged  to  be  wiihoat  the  protec- 
lion  of  our  Government ! 

Tour  memorialislB  refrain  from  commenting 
OA  the  pernicious  effects  of  a  system  of  policy  so 
pregnant  wiib  dishonor  and  ruin  to  tbe  trade  and 
navigation  of  the  United  Slates  at  large,  but 


particularlv  to  those  of  Charleston,  from  tbege- 
O^phy  of  whose  shores,  and  peculiar  local  situ- 
ttion  of  whose  bar  and  harbor,  every  vessel 


iagrest  and  egress,  is  thus  subjected  to  search, 
4eieaiioo,  or  seisure,  and  ooaietit  onaelvea  with 


bare  statement  of  the  above  grievances,  superadd- 
ed CO  so  manv  others.  Not  doubting  that  the  Presi- 
dent will  tate  the  same  into  consideralion,  and, 
being  duly  impressed  with  the  necessiiv  of  some 
early  remedial  arrangement,  either  of  a  legislalire 
or  diplomatic  nature,  will  recur  to  such  as  may 
appear  most  condncive  to  the  desired  end. 

Your  memorialists,  haviog  thus  eibibited  bat 
an  imperfect  view  of  our  ruinous,  unprotected, 
and  degraded  situation  rely  with  confldenee  oa 
the  prompt  interposition  of  the  President,  to  ob- 
tain, by  rejireseniations  to  the  Ministers  of  Praaee, 
or  of  Spam,  (in  the  event  of  tbe  Two  Friends  be- 
in^  carried  to  a  Spanish  port)  restitution  of  tbe 
said  ship  and  her  cargo,  and  to  cause  a  siop_  to  be 

Sut  to  similar  spoliations.  And  yourmemorialista, 
jrther,  most  earnestly  solicit  some  immediateand 
eSectaal  naval  protection  for  our  harbor  and 
shores,  together  with  such  other  measitm  as  the 
National  Councils  in  their  witdom  may  deem  ex- 
pedient, as  well  for  prevention  of  the  renewal  of 
the  outrages  we  have  sustained,  as  for  tbe  perma- 
nent nafety  and  protection  of  our  commercial  and 
navigating  rights  and  inleresls. 

In  nehaif  or  tbe  South  Carolina  In saraace  Com- 
pany, and  one  hundred  and  six  others. 

THOS.  CORBBTT,  PrttideKt. 


ltd  Staia  of  Amtriea,  iit  t 

Your  memorialists  be^  leave,  respeetfally,  to 
submit  to  your  consideration  the  fallowing  state- 
ment and  reflections,  produced  by  the  aiiDaiioa  of 
oar  public  affairs,  in  a  hizh  degree  critical  sa4 
perilous,  and  peculiarly  affecting  the  commerce 
of  their  country. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  late  war  between  Great 
Britain  and  France,  the  former  undertook  to  pro- 
hibit neutral  nations  fl^jm  all  trade  whatsoever 
with  the  colonies  of  the  latter.  This  ezMhitaat 
pretension  was  not  lonf[  persisted  in.  It  Vnn  snoa 
qualified  in  favor  of  a  direct  trade  between  the  Uni- 
led  States  and  these  colonies,  and  some  years  a/to- 
wards was  further  relaxed  in  favor  or  Buropeaa 
neutrals.  The  United  Slates  being  thus  admit- 
ted, by  the  express  acknotvledgmeot  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, to  a  direct  trade,  without  limit,  between  their 
own  ports  and  the  colonies  of  the  opposite  belligei^ 
ents,  another  trade  naturally  and  necessarily  grew 
out  of  it,  or  rather  formed  one  of  its  principal  ob- 
jects and  inducements.  The  surplus  coloaial  pro- 
duce bevond  our  own  consumption,  imported  here, 
was  to  be  carried  elsewhere  for  a  market;  and  it 
was  accordingly  carried  to  Europe,  sometimea  bj 
the  original  importer,  sometimes  by  other  Ameri- 
can merchsnts,  either  by  the  vessels  in  which  the 
importation  was  made,  or  in  others.  In  the  coune 
of  this  traffic,  it  was  understood  to  be  the  sense  of 
Great  Britain,  and  was  explicitly  declared  by  her 
courts  of  prize,  that,  although  she  bad  nolexprect- 
ly  allowi;d  to  the  merchants  of  tbe  United  Slatei, 
by  tbe  leirer  of  her  relaaacions,  an  immediaia 
trade  between  the  colonies  of  her  enemies  aad 


dbyGoo^le 


APMIHDIS. 


Bdatiau  itilh  Ortat  Britain  and  I^aKet. 


the  markets  of  Enrope,  a  eircuitouR  trade  to  Sn- 
rope,  ID  tbe  prodociioa  of  these  colonies,  wa«  un- 
eiceptuiDable ;  and  that  oolhing  more  was  neces- 
auy  to  make  it  so,  than  tliat  the  continuitv  of  the 
voyage  should  be  broken  bf  aa  entry  and  pay- 
mtal  at  duties,  and  tbe  landiog  of  the  colonial 
cargo  ja  the  United  States.  During  the  greateT 
pari  of  tbe  late  war,  and  the  first  years  of  the 
present,  this  trade  was  securely  prosecuted  hy  our 
merchant*  in  the  form  which  Greu  Britain  Iiad 
tboa  thought  fit  to  give  to  it. 

The  modification  of  a  traffic,  in  itself  entitled 
to  be  free,  wa«  submitted  to  on  our  pari  without 
lenining,  because  itpivsented  a  clear  and  definite 
rale  of  conduct,  which,  although  unauthorized  in 
the  light  of  a  restriction,  was  uoi  greatly  iDconre- 
nieni  in  its  practical  operation;  and  your  memo- 
rialtsts  entenaijied  a  confident  hope,  chat  while, 
on  the  one  hand,  they  sought  no  cbanse  of  «ys- 
tem  by  which  theasaumpliOD  of  Great  Br ita in  to 
impose  terms,  howarer  mild  in  their  character 
aoa  effect,  upon  their  lawful  commerce,  should  be 
repelled ;  on  ihe  other  band,  it  would  not  be  de- 
sired that  the  stale  of  things  which  Great  Britain 
bad  herself  preuribed,  and  which  use  and  habit 
bad  rendered  familiar  and  intelligible  toall,  should 
be  disturbed  by  o^pressire  innovatJoosi  far  less 
that  these  innovations  should,  by  a  tyrannical  ra- 
troapectioo,  be  made  to  justify  the  seizure  and 
couasaation  of  their  property,  committed  lo  the 
high  seas,  under  the  protection  of  the  existing 
rule,  and  without  warnmg  of  the  intended  cbange. 

In  this,  ibeir  just  hope,  your  memoriHlista  hare 
been  fatally  disappointed.  Their  ressels  and  ef- 
fects, to  a  large  amount,  bare  lately  been  captured 
by  the  commissioned  cruisers  of  Great  Britain, 
upon  the  foundation  of  new  principles,  suddenly 
invented,  and  applied  to  this  habitual  traffic,  and 
suggested  and  promulgated,  for  the  first  time,  by 
sentences  of  candemnalion;  by  which  unavoida- 
ble ignorance  has  beta  considered  a*  criminal, 
and  an  honorable  cimfidence  in  tbe  justice  of  a 
friendly  nation  pursued  witb  penalty  and  forfei' 
tare. 

Tout  memorialists  are  in  no  situation  to  state 
the  precise  nature  of  the  rules  to  which  their  moat 
important  interests  have  thsa  been  ncrificed ;  and 
it  u  not  the  least  of  their  complaints  against 
them  that  they  are  undefined  and  nndefinable, 
equivocal  in  their  form,  and  the  fit  instruments  of 
oppresaion  by  reason  of  ibeir  ambiguity. 

Your  memorialists  know  that  the  eircumataaoes 
which  have  heretofore  bean  admitted,  to  ^ive 
legality  to  their  trade  in  colonial  pnwucliaiu, 
With  taeir  European  friends,  protect  it  no  tongar. 
But  they  have  not  yet  been  ttild,  and  are  not  soon 
likely  to  learn,  what  other  circumstances  will  be 
suffered  to  produce  that  conseqaence.  It  is  sup- 
poccd  to  have  been  judicially  declared,  in  general, 
that  a  voyage  undertaken  for  the  purpose  of  bring- 
ing iDto  the  United  Slates  tbe  produoe  of  tbe  bel- 
ligerent colonies,  purchased  by  American  citizens, 
snail,  if  it  appears  to  be  intended  that  this  produoe 
shall  ultimately  go  on  to  Europe,  and  an  attempt 
is  actually  made  to  re-export  anti  send  it  thither, 
be  couaidered,  on  account  of  that  iatentioii,  as  a 


direct  voyase  to  Europe,  and  therefore  illegal, 
notwithstanding  any  temporary  interruption  or 
termioation  of  it  in  tbe  United  Stales. 

Your  memorialists  will  oot  here  slop  to  inquire 
upon  what  grounds  of  law  or  reason  toe  same  act 
is  held  to  be  legal,  when  corotaenced  with  one  in- 
tention, and  illegal  when  undertaken  with  an- 
other. But  they  object,  in  tbe  strongest  lerms, 
against  this  new  criterion  of  legality,  because  of 
Its  iuevitable  tendency  to  injustice,  because  of 
its  peculiar  capacity  to  embarrass,  with  seizure, 
and  to  ruin,  with  confiscation,  the  whole  of  oor 
trade  with  Enrope  in  the  surplus  of  our  colonial 
importations. 

The  inquiry  which  the  late  system  indicated 
was  short  and  simple,  and  precluded  error  on  all 
sides;  but  the  new  teGnemeni  substitutes  in  its 
place  a  vast  field  of  speculation,  overshadowed 
with  doubt  and  uncertainty,  and  of  which  the 
faint  and  shiftily  boundaries  can  never  be  dis- 
tinctly known. 

Intention,  as  to  the  object  of  our  colonial  voy- 
ages, may  b;  inferred  from  numerous  circum- 
stances, more  or  Uss  conclusive.  To  anticipate 
them  sU  is  obviously  impracticable,  and  of  course 
to  guard  against  tne  inference  in  this  respect, 
which  British  captors  and  British  courts  may  be 
disposed  to  draw,  will  be  impossible.  Our  prop- 
erly is  therefore  menaced  by  a  great  and  formida- 
ble danger,  which  there  are  no  means  of  elud- 
ing;  for,  even  if  it  should  chance  to  escape  the 
condemnation  which  this  pernicious  novelty  pre- 
pares for  it,  the  wound  inflicted  upon  our  com- 
merce by  arrestations  oo  suspicion,  and  detentions 
for  adjudication,  will  be  deep  and  fatal.  The 
efforts  of  our  mercbaots  will  be  checked  and  dio- 
couraged  by  more  than  ordinary  iaquisitions ;  our 
best  concerted  enterprises  broken  up,  without  tbe 
hope  of  retribution,  or  even  reimbursement  for 


bitrarily  imputed;  and  the  only  alternative  which 
will  be  presented  to  our  choice  will  be,  either  to 
refrain  at  once  from  a  traffic  which  eattches  our 
country  while  it  benefits  ourselves  or  to  see  it 
wasted,  and  in  the  end  destroyed  Dy  a  nozioua 
scheme  of  maritime  depredation. 

Your  memorialists  are  the  more  alarmed  bf 
this  departure  from  aplaln  and  settled  rute,in  favor 
of  a  pliant  apd  mysterious  dociriue,  so  eminently 
suited  to  tbe  aceomplisbment  of  the  worst  purpo- 
pftset  of  commercial  jealousy,  because  tbe  inju- 
lioua  and  vexatious  qualities  of  tbe  substituted 
rule  must  have  been  \nown  to  those  who  intro 
duced  it,  and  because,  if  these  (qualities  did  not 
recommend  it  to  adoption,  it  is  difiicult  to  conceive 
why  it  was  adopted  at  all.  If  it  is  meant  thai  oni 
trade  to  Enrope  shall,  notwithstanding  this  rol^ 
be  allowed  to  continue  without  being  subjected 
to  extraordinary  difficulties,  operating  as  actual 
reductions  and  mischievous  restraints;  if  it  is 
meant  tbat  a  few  facts,  known  and  comprebended, 
shall,  as  heretofore,  form  a  standard  by  which  the 
lawfulness  of  our  European  voyages  may  be  une- 
quivocally ascertained ;  if  a  wide  range  has  not 
been  desigoed  for  the  inquiry  after  intention,  and 
a  real  e^t  expected  from  that  inquiry  i  if,  in  « 
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word,  the  late  rerulatioD  has  not  been  fluppoted 
to  be  ctpable  of  beariDg  od  out  trade,  in  a  man- 
Der  Dew  and  imporiBnt,  we  sboald  bardl;;  hare 
now  been  called  apon  to  remonstrate  against  a 
change.  It  is  not  pretended  that  the  rule  now 
enforced  againil  as  is  levf  lied  sgaiost  any  practice 
to  which  we  may  he  suppoiied  to  hare  lent  our* 
■elrei,  of  distingaishing  as  our  own  the  property 
of  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain.  That  is  not  its 
object;  and  if  it  were,  we  are  enabled  to  assert, 
•ofemnlv  and  confldeotljr,  that  our  coadnct  has 
afforded  no  gronad  for  th«  iujorioas  suspicion 
which  such  an  object  would  imply.  The  riew 
ii  professedly  to  regulate  and  affect  our  traffic  in 
articles  fairly  purchased  by  us  from  others,  and 
if  the  consequences  to  that  traffic  were  not  in- 
tended to  be  serious  and  extensire,  and  permanent, 
yout  memorialists  search  in  rain  for  the  motire  by 
which  a  Slate,  in  amity  with  our  own,  and  more- 
over, connected  with  it  by  the  ties  of  common  in- 
terest, to  which  many  considerations  seem  to 
Sire  peculiar  strength,  has  been  induced  to  in- 
uige  in  a  paroxysm  of  capricious  aggression 
apDD  oar  rights,  by  which  it  dishonor*  itself  with- 
out promoting  any  of  those  great  interests  fur 
which  an  enlightened  nation  may  fairly  be  solici- 
tous, and  which  only  a  steady  regard  for  juiiice 
can  ultimately  secure.  When  we  see  a  powerful 
State  in  possession  of  a  commerce,  of  which  the 
world  affords  no  examples,  endearbring  lo  inter- 
polate into  the  laws  of  nations  casuistical  niceties 
and  wayward  distinctions,  which  forbid  a  citizen 
of  another  independent  commercial  country  to 
export  from  that  connlry  what  unquestionably 
belongs  to  him,  only  because  he  imported  it  him- 
self, and  yet  allow  him  to  sell  a  right  of  exporting 
it  to  another;  which  prohibit  an  end  because  it 
aiises  out  of  one  inteniion,  but  permit  it  when  it 
arises  out  of  two ;  which  dividing  an  act  into  sta- 
ges, search  into  the  mind  for  a  correspondent  di- 
vision of  it  in  tbe  contemptaliou  of  its  author,  and 
determine  its  innocence  or  criminality  accord- 
injfly ;  which,  not  denying  that  the  properly  ac- 
quired in  an  authorized  traffic,  by  neutral  nations 
from  belligerents,  may  become  incorporated  into 
(be  DBlional  stock,  and  under  the  shelter  of  its 
neutral  character,  thus  super-induced,  and  stiL 
preserved,  he  atterwirds  transporied  to  every 
qoatler  of  the  globe,  reject  the  only  epoch  which 
can  distinctly  naatjc  thai  incorporation,  and  point 
out  none  other  in  its  place ;  which,  proposing  to 
fix  with  accuracy  and  precision  the  line  of  demar* 
eaiion,  beyond  which  neutrals  are  trespassers 
npoD  the  wide  domain  of  belligerent  rights,  in- 
Tolves  every  thing  in  darkness  and  confusion : 
there  can  be  but  one  opinion  as  to  the  purpose 
which  all  this  is  to  accomplish. 

Your  memorialists  have  endeavored,  with  all 
that  attention,  which  their  natural  anxiety  was 
calculated  to  produce,  to  ascertain  the  various 
shapes  which  tlie  doctrine  in  question  is  likely  to 
assume  in  practice,  but  they  have  found  it  impos- 
sible to  conjecture  in  what  way,  coDsistently  with 
this  doctrine,  the  excess  of  our  imports  from  the 
belligerent  colonies  can  find  its  way  to  foreign 
mariets.    The  landing  of  the  cargo,  and  a  com- 


pliance with  all  the  forms  and  s 
which  our  revenue  depends,  will  not  so  ti 
the  voyage  from  the  colonies,  as  thai  the  articles 
may  be  immediaiely  re-exported  to  Enrope  by 
the  ori^nal  importer.  But  if  they  cannot  be  ex- 
ported immediately,  what  lapse  of  time  will  give 
them  a  title  to  be  sent  abroad,  and  if  not  by  the 
original  importer,  how  is  be  to  devolve  upon 
anoiber  a  power  which  he  has  not  himselfl  And 
if  by  a  sale  he  can  communicate  the  power,  hy 
what  evidence  is  the  transfer  to  be  manifested,  so 
ss  to  furnish  an  answer  to  the  ready  aecitiation 
of  fraud  and  evasion?  In  proportion  as  this  doc- 
trine has  developed  itself,  it  has  been  found  neces- 
sary to  invent  plausible  qua lifica lions,  tending  to 
conceal  its  real  character  from  observation.  It 
has Bccordingtv  been  surmised,  that,  uotwithsiaod- 
ing  the  obstacles  which  it  provides,  against  the 
re-exportation  of  a  colonial  cargo,  by  the  importer, 
such  a  re-exportation  mav,  perhaps,  be  lawfal. 
Attempts  on  his  part  to  sell  in  the  United  States, 
without  effect,  (which  must  often  happen,)  may,' 
it  is  supposed,  be  sufficient  to  save  him  from  the 
peril  of  the  rule.  But,  admitting  it  to  be  certain, 
instead  of  being  barely  possible,  that  these  attempts 
would  form  anything  like  sec nrity  against  final 
coodemnaiioQ,  it  is  still  most  material  to  ask  how 
they  are  to  afford  protection  against  seizareT  By 
what  documents  tney  can  be  proved  to  the  satis- 
faction of  those,  to  whom  interest  suggests  doubts, 
and  whom  impunity  eneoureses  to  act  upon  them  ? 
The  formal  transactions  of  the  custom  bouse 
ODce  deserted  as  a  criterion,  the  cargo  must  be 
followed,  through  private  transfers,  into  the  ware- 
houses of  individual  merchants;  and  when  proofs 
have  been  prepared,  with  the  utmost  regularity, 
to  establish  these  transfers,  or  tbe  other  U.cts 
which  may  be  deemed  lo  be  equivalent,  they  are 
still  liable  to  he  suspected,  and  will  be  suspected 
as  fictitious  and  colorable,  and  capture  will  be 
the  consequence.  For  the  loss  and  damage  which 
capture  brings  along  with  it,  British  courts  <rf prize 
grant  no  adequate  indemnity.  Redress  to  any 
extent  is  difficult;  to  a  competent  extent,  impos- 
sible. And  even  the  coils  which  an  ioiquitoos 
seizure  compels  a  neutral  merchant  to  incar,  in 
the  defence  of  his  violated  rights,  before  their 
own  tribunals,  are  seldom  decreed,  and  never  paid. 

Your  memorialists  have  thus  far  compUtoed 
only  of  the  recent  abandonment,  by  Great  feitain, 
of  a  known  rule,  by  which  the  oppressive  chanc- 
ier of  an  important  priociple  of  her  maritime  code 
has  heretofore  been  greatly  mitigated.  But  they 
now  beg  leave  to  enter  their  solemn  protest  against 
the  principle  itself,  as  an  arbitrary  and  nnfoanded 
pretension,  bgr  which  the  just  liberty  of  neutral 
commerce  is  impaired  and  abridged,  and  may  be 
wholly  destroyed. 

The  reasons  upon  which  Great  Britain  axinnies 
to  herself  a  right  to  interdict  to  the  independent 
nation*  of  the  earth  a  commercial  intercourse 
with  tbe  colonies  of  her  enemies,  (out  of  tbe  re- 
lasaifoQ  of  which  pretended  right  has  arisen  the 
distinction,  in  her  eouris,  between  an  Ameri- 
can trade,  from  the  coIooIm  to  the  United  Stales, 
and  from  tbe  same  colonies  to  Barope,)  will,  we 
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are  canfidpDtly  persuaded,  be  repelled  wilb  firm- 
ness and  efieci  bf  our  QoTerameDt. 

]( is  said  by  the  adrocstes  of  (his  high  belliger- 
eot  claim,  ihat  oeuiral  oatioDs  hare  no  right  to 
carry  on  with  eitheroflhe  parties  at  war,  any  other 
trade  than  ihey  have  aclually  enjoyed  in  time  of 
peace.  This  positioo  forms  the  basis  upon  vhich 
Great  Britaiu  has  heretofore  rested  her  supposed 
title,  to  prereat  altogether,  or  to  modify  at  ber 
ducretioD,  the  interposition  of  neutrals  in  the 
colony  trade  of  her  adreraaries. 

But,  if  we  are  citlled  upon  lo  admit  the  truth  of 
Ibis  position,  it  seems  reasonable  that  the  converse 
of  it  should  alia  be  admitted.  That  war  should 
sot  be  allowed  to  disturb  the  cusiomBry  trade  of 
neutrals  in  peace;  that  the  peace  traffic  should, 
in  every  view,  be  held  to  be  ibe  measnie  of  the 
war  traffic;  and  that,  as  on  the  one  hand  there 
can  be  no  enlargement,  on  the  other  there  shall 
be  no  restriction.  What,  however,  is  the  fact  1 
The  first  moment  of  hostilities  anoibiJaEes  the 
commerce  of  the  nations  at  peace,  in  articles 
deemed  contraband  of  war;  the  property  of  the 
belligerentg  can  no  longer  be  carried  in  neutral 
ships ;  they  are  subject  lo  visitation  on  the  high 
seas,  to  harassing  and  vexatious  search,  to  deten- 
tion lor  judicial  inquiry,  and  lo  lbs  peril  of  unjust 
confiscation :  they  are  shut  oat  from  their  usual 
markets,  not  only  by  military  enterprises  against 
particular  places,  carried  on  with  a  view  to  their 
reduction,  but  by  a  vast  system  of  blockade, 
afiecting  and  closing  up  the  entire  ports  of  a 
whole  nation :  such  have  been  the  recent  effects 
of  an  European  war  upon  the  trade  of  this  neutral 
country ;  and  the  prospect  of  the  future  affords 
no  consolation  for  that  of  the  past.  The  triumph' 
ant  fleets  of  one  of  the  contending  Powers  cover 
the  ocean;  the  navy  of  her  enemies  has  fallen 
before  her;  the  communication  by  sea  with  Fiance, 
and  Spain,  and  Holland,  seems  to  depend  on  ber 
will,  and  she  asserts  a  right  to  destroy  it  at  her 
pleasure :  she  forbids  us  from  transporting  in  our 
veaseb,  as  in  peace  we  could,  the  property  of  bet 
enemies ;  enforces  against  us  a  rigorous  list  of 
contraband;  dams  up  the  great  libaQnela  of  our 
ordinary  trade;  abricfges,  trammels,  and  obstracts 
what  she  permits  us  to  prosecute,  and  then  refers 
us  to  our  accustomed  traffic  in  time  of  peace,  for 
the  criterion  of  our  commercial  rights,  in  order  to 
jnatify  the  consummation  of  that  ruin  with  which 
OUT  lawful  commerce  is  menaced  by  her  maxims 
and  her  conducL 

This  principle,  therefore,  cannot  be  asonnd  one  ; 
it  wants  unitormiiy  and  consisteocy;  is  partial, 
uneqoBlj  and  delusive:  it  makes  everythin?  bend 
to  the  rights  of  war,  while  it  offecU  to  look  back 
to,  and  to  recognise,  the  state  of  things  in 
prace,  as  the  foundation  and  the  measure  of  the 
rights  of  neutralx.  Professing  lo  respect  the  es- 
tablished and  habitual  trade  of  ihe  nations  at 
peace,  it  affords  no  shadow  of  security  for  any 
part  of  it :  professing  to  be  an  equitable  standard 
Cor  the  ascertainment  of  neutral  rights,  it  deprives 
them  of  all  body  and  substance,  and  Leaves  them 
only  a  plausible  and  unrealappearance  of magnitnde 
and  importance:  itdelirers  ihemorer,  in  awoid. 


e  mercy  of  the  Slates  at  war,  as  objects  of 
legitimate  hostility ;  and  while  it  seems  to  deBne, 
does,  in  fact,  eiiinguish  them.  Such  is  ihe  failh- 
ful  picture  of  the  theory  and  practical  operation 
of  this  doctrine. 

But,  independent  of  the  considerations  thus 
arising  out  of  the  immediate  interference  of  bel- 
ligerent rights  and  belligerent  conduct  with  the 
freedom  of  neutral  trade,  by  which  the  fallacy  of 
the  appeal  to  the  precise  state  of  our  peace  trade, 
as  limiting  the  nature  and  extent  of  our  trade  in 
war,  is  sufficiently  manifested,  there  are  other 
considerations  which  satisfactorily  prove  the  ioad- 

issibiliiy  of  this  principle. 

It  is  impossible  that  war  among  Ihe  primary 
Powers  of  Europe,  should  not,  in  an  endless  va- 
riety of  shapes,  materially  affect  the  whole  civil- 
'~:ed  world.  Its  operation  upon  the  prices  of  labor 
nd  commodities;  upon  the  value  of  money; 
upon  exchange;  upon  the  rates  of  freight  and  in- 
surance; is  great  and  important.  But  it  does 
much  more  than  all  this.  It  imposes  upon  com- 
merce in  the  gross,  and  its  details,  a  newcnaracter; 
gives  to  it  a  new  direction,  and  places  it  upon  new 
roundatioos.  It  abolishes  one  class  of  demands; 
creates,  or  revives  others ;  and  diminishes,  or  aug- 
ments the  rest.  And,  while  the  wants  of  man- 
bind  are  infinitely  varied  by  its  powerful  agency, 
both  in  object  and  degree,  the  modes  and  sources 
ofEuppIy,and  the  means  of  payment,  are  infioitely 
varied  olso. 

To  prescribe  lo  neutral  trade  thus  irresistibly 
influenced,  and  changed,  and  moulded  by  this  im- 
perious agent,  a  fixed  and  unalterable  staiion, 
would  be  to  say,  Ihat  it  shall  remain  the  same, 
when  nol  lo  vary  is  impossible ;  and  to  require, 
since  change  is  unavoidable,  that  it  shall  submit 
to  the  ruinous  retrenchmeots,  and  modifications, 
which  war  produces,  and  yet  refrain  from  indem- 
nifying itself  by  the  fair  advantages,  which  war 
offers  to  it  as  an  equivalent,  cannot  he  warranted 
by  any  rule  of  reason  or  equity,  or  by  any  law  lo 
which  the  great  community  of  nations  owes  re- 
spect and  obedience. 

When  we  examine  the  conduct  of  the  marilim* 
Powers  of  Europe,  in  all  the  wars  in  which  they 
have  been  engaged  for  upwards  of  a  century,  we 
find,  that  each  of  them  has,  occasionally,  departed 
from  its  schemes  of  colonial  monopoly ;  relaxed 
ils  navigation  laws,  and  otherwise  admitted  neu- 
trals, for  A  longer,  or  a  shorter  space,  as  circum- 
stances  requiral,  to  modes  of  trade,  from  which 
they  were  ^oerally  excluded. 

This  nnivenal  practice,  ibis  constant  and  in- 
variable usage,  for  a  long  series  of  years,  would 
seem  to  have  established  among  Ibe  European 
Slates  a  sort  of  customary  law  upon  the  subject 
of  it,  from  which  no  single  Power  could  be  at 
liberty  to  depart,  in  search  of  a  questionable  theory 
at  variance  with  it.  Oreal  Britain  is  known  to 
suspend,  in  war,  and  on  account  of  war,  her  &- 
mous  act  of  navigation,  to  which  she  is  supposed 
to  owe  her  maritime  greatness,  and  which,  as  the 
palladium  of  her  power,  she  nolds  inviolable  in 
peace;  and  her  colonies  are  frequently  thrown 
open,  and  ncntrab  invited  lo  supply  ihem,  when 
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■he  caODot  sapfdy  them  kereelf.  She  ofket  irea- 
liet  ID  the  midst  of  war,  (sbe  made  aucb  a  treatf 
TJlh  UB,)  by  which  Deuirals  are  received  into  a 
nrticipBtioa  of  aa  eiiensire  traffic,  to  which  be- 
fore [hey  had  no  liile.  Aod  can  ihe  be  suffered 
to  object,  ihat  (he  Mine,  or  analt^oua  acli 
lawful  in  her  eoemiei;  or  that,  when  ueutraU 
•vail  thenuelTes  of  similar  coDcestiona  made  by 
her  oppoaenis,  the^  are  liable  to  puDishment,  as  for 
a  erirainal  iatrusion  into  an  irregular  aod  prO' 
Itibited  commerce  1 

The  weight  of  this  cooaideration  hu  been  fell 
by  the  adroeaiea  of  this  doctrioe,  aod  it  has,  ac- 
eording^Iy,  been  altempted  (o  erade  it  by  a  dialioc- 
lioQ,  which  admiti  the  legality  of  all  such  relua- 
tioaa  ID  war,  of  Ihe  general,  commercial,  or  colon  ia) 
■jrttcms  of  (be  bellizerenla,  a*  do  oot  arise  oni  of 
toe  predominance  of  the  enemy's  force,  or  out  vf 
•DT  oecessiiy  resulting  from  it. 

II  ia  apparent,  howefer,  that  such  relauitioDs, 
whether  dictaied  by  ihe  actual  ascertained  pr«- 
dominance  of  the  enemy's  force,  or  not,-di)  ariae 
oat  of  the  state  of  war,  and  are  almost  unirertaljy 
produced  and  compplled  by  it;  that  ihey  are  in- 
tended as  reliefs  agaimt  erils  which  war  hai 
brought  along  with  it,  and  that  the  opposite  bellig- 
erent has  just  as  much  right  to  insut,  ihai  these 
evils  shall  not  be  removed  by  neutral  aid  or  inier- 
posiiioD,  as  if  ihey  were  produced  by  the  general 
preponderance  of  her  own  power,  upon  the  land, 
or  upon  the  sea,  or  by  the  general  success  of  her 
■rms.  In  the  one  case  as  in  the  other,  the 
ferenee  of  the  neuiral  Jigbtent  the  pressure  of 
war;  iocreases  Che  capacity  to  bear  its  calamities, 
or  the  power  to  inflict  them;  and  supplii 
means  of  comfort  and  of  strength.  In  both  cues. 
Ihe  practical  effect  is  the  sauir:  and  the  legal 
oonsequencea  should  be  the  same  aUo. 

But  whence  are  we  to  derive  the  conclusion  of 
bet,  upon  which  this  eztraordioary  distiDetion  is 
made  to  turn  J  How  are  we  to  determine,  with 
pteciaion  and  certainly,  the  exact  cause  which 
openi  to  US  the  ports  of  a  nation  at  war,  to  analyze 
the  rarious  circumsiauceii  of  which,  jMrhaps,  the 
COBoeasion  may  be  ihe  combined  efieel;  and  to 
aatign  to  each  the  juat  portion  of  Influence,  lo 
which  it  has  a  eUitnJ  How  eaay  it  is  to  deceive 
eerselvcs,  on  a  subject  of  this  kind,  Great  Britain 
will  herself  instruct  us,^  by  a  recent  example. 
Her  courts  of  prize  have  usitied,  that,  durlog  the 
war,  which  ended  in  the  peace  of  Amieaji,  France 
waa  compelled  lo  open  the  ports  of  ber  coloniM, 
by  a  necessity,  created  and  imposed  by  the  naval 
prowet*  of  her  enemies.  And  vet  ihese  poris 
were  opened  in  February,  1793,  when  France  Bod 
ber  maritioie  adversaries  had  not  measured  their 
Mrength  in  aaingleconSici;  wbennooaval  eater- 
prise  had  been  undertaken  by  the  latter,  far  I esa 
erowoed  with  succeas;  when  the  lists  were  not 
eren  entered,  and  when  the  superiority,  after- 
wards  acquired  by  Great  Britaiu  in  particular, 
wa*  yet  a  problem ;  when  the  spirit  of  the  French 
Mtion  and  Government  was  liued  upioan  unex- 
■mpted  height  by  the  enthusiasm  of  the  day,  and 
by  the  splendid  achievements  by  which  their 
armies  hod  recently  conquered  Savoy,  the  couatry  I 


of  Nice,  Worms,  and  other  places  on  (he  Rhine, 
the  Austrian  low  couniriea,  and  Liege.  Ii  shoula 
seem  to  be  next  to  impotiible  to  coatcnd  that 
a  concession  made  by  France  to  neutraU,  on  (he 
subject  of  her  colony  trade,  at  such  a  period  of 
exultation  and  triumph,  waa  "compellul  by  the 
prevalence  of  Bri(i£h  arms,"  that  it  wax  "thefruit 
of  Britiah  victoriea,"  or  the  reault  of  "British  con- 
quest," that  it  arose  out  of  the  predominance  of 
the  enemy's  force,  that  il  waa  produced  by  "that 
sort  of  necessity,  which  springs  from  the  Impossi- 
bility of  otherwise  providing  against  the  ni^eney 
of  djstresi^  indicted  by  the  hand  of  a  anperior 
enemy."  and  that  "it  waa  a  signal  of  defeat  and 
depression."  itwouldieemto  be  impofsibleto  ny 
of  a  traffic,  so  derived,  "that  it eould  obtain,  or  did 
obtain,  by  no  other  title,  than  the  tnceess  of  one 
belligerent  against  the  other,  and  at  the  expense 
of  that  very  belligereai.  under  whose  success  (he 
neutral  sets  up  bia  title."  Yet  at)  these  things 
have  been  solemnly  said,  and  maintained,  aod 
have  even  been  made  the  foundation  of  acts,  bjr 
which  the  property  of  our  citizens  faa>  been 
wrested  from  their  hands.  It  cannot  be  believed 
that  the  laws  of  nations  have  been  entrusted  to  a 
belligerent,  the  power  of  harassing  the  trade,  and 
confiscating  the  ships,  and  merchandise  of  peace- 
able nations,  npon  grounds  so  vague,  indefinite, 
and  equivocal.  Of  all  law,  certainty  is  the  best 
feature;  and  no  rule  can  be  otherwise  than  onJQst 
and  despotic,  of  which  the  sense  nod  the  application 
are  and  must  be  ambiguous.  A  siege,  or  blockade , 
preseata  an  intelligible  standard,  by  which  it  may 
always  be  known,  that  no  lawful  trade  caa  be 
carried  on  with  the  placea  against  which  either 
has  been  instituted.  But,  the  suggestions  upon 
which  Ihia  new  belligerent  encroachment,  hariag 
all  the  effect  of  a  siege  or  blockade,  ia  founded, 
are  absolutely  incapable  of  a  dlatinct  form,  either 
for  the  purpoae  of  warning  lo  neutrals,  or  as  tb* 
basis  of  a  judicial  sentence.  The  oeutral  mer- 
ihaot  find*  that,  in  lact,  the  colonial  porta  of  (he 

Krties  lo  tba  war  are  thrown  open  to  aim,  by  (be 
iwers  to  which  they  belong)  and  he  sees  no  ttoa- 
tile  squadrons  to  ahui  them  against  him.  Is  he 
to  pause  before  be  veaturea  to  exercise  his  natural 
right,  to  trade  with  those  who  are  willing  to  irada 
with  him,  until  he  haa  inquired  and  determined 
why  these  ports  have  thus  been  made  free  U  re- 
him  1  To  such  a  eompliealad  and  delioate 
Mion  no  oaltoa  haa  a  rishl  lo  call  him.  It 
lugh  that  an  actual  blockade  can  be  set  on 
foot  to  dose  these  ports,  and  that  tbey  may  be  made 
the  object  of  direct  eBoiu,  for  conque^it  or  ocolu- 
lion,  il  the  enemy's  force  is,  in  (ruth,  so  deaidedly 
predominant  as  il  is  pretended  to  be.  And  if  it  la 
not  predominant  to  that  point  and  to  that  extent, 
there  can  be  no  cause  for  ascribing  to  it  aa  efiieet 
to  which  it  is  physically  Incompetent,  or  for 
allowing  it  to  do  inat  cimstrtictively,  whish  it 
cannot  do,  aod  has  not  done,  actually. 

The  pernicious  qaalitiesof  Ibis  doctrine  are  en- 
hanced and  aggravated,  as  from  its  nature  taigfat 
be  expected,  by  the  fact,  that  Great  Britain  gives 
>  notice  of  the  time  waen,  or  the  circnmstancea 
which,  she  means  to  apply  and  enforce  il.    Her 
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oTden  ctf  lb«  6th  NoTeinber,  1793,  hy  which  the 
seu  were  iwepC  of  oor  reisela  and  efieets,  tvera 
for  the  Brst  time,  announced  by  the  sbips  of  war 


The  late  deoisioDsof  her  courta,  which 
are  lo  lae  true  vpiiil  of  this  doctriDe.  and  are  cal- 
culated to  restore  it,  in  practice,  to  taat  high  tone 
ofaeveritywhichmilderdeclMODS  had  almost  con- 
cealed from  the  world,  came  Qpoo  us  by  surpriie; 
and  the  capiarea,  of  which  the  Dutch  complained, 
in  the  seren  yean'  war,  were  preceded  bjr  no 
warning.  Thus  is  this  priaoiple  most  rapacious 
and  oppressire  in  all  its  bearing*.  Harsh  and 
myiterioos  in  iuelf.  it  has  always  been,  and  erer 
mast  be  used,  to  betny  neatial  merchants  into  a 
trade  supposed  to  be  lawful,  and  then  to  give  them 
op  to  pillage  and  rain.  Compared  with  this  fvin- 
ciple,  wbicb  violence  and  arilfice  may  equally 
claim  for  iheit  own,  tbe  exploded  doctrine  of  con- 
atrDctive  blockade,  by  which  belligerents,  for  a 
time,  insulted  and  plundered  the  Stales  at  peace, 
is  innocent  and  harmless.  That  doctrine  had 
sometbine  of  certainty  belonging  to  it,  and  mitde 
safery  at  least  possible.  Bnt  there  can  be  no  se- 
curity while  a  malignant  and  deceiifnl  principle, 
like  this,  hangs  orer  us.  It  is  just  what  tbe  bel- 
ligerent chooses  to  maha  it — lurking,  uosean,  and 
anfeli— or  Tisible,  active,  and  noxious.  It  may 
come  abroad  when  least  expected ;  and  the  mo- 
ment of  confideoce  may  be  the  moment  of  destruc- 
tion. It  may  sleep  for  a  lime,  but  no  man  knows 
when  it  is  to  awake,  to  sbed  its  baleful  inQuence 
upon  the  commerce  of  the  world.  Ii  clothe*  it- 
self, from  season  to  season,  in  what  are  called  re- 
laxations, but  again,  wilbout  any  previous  intima- 
tion to  the  deluded  citizens  of  neutral  Powers,  these 
relaxations  are  suddenly  laid  aside,  uther  in  tbe 
whole,  or  in  part,  and  (he  work  of  oonSscalion 
commences.  ITfeariy  ten  months  of  tbe  lace  war 
had  elapsed  before  it  announced  itself  at  all,  and 
when  ii  did  80,  it  was  in  it*  most  formidable  shape, 
and  its  fullest  power  and  expansion.  In  a  few 
ve«k«  it  was  seen  to  lose  more  than  half  its  sub- 
stance and  oharacter,and  before  the  conclusion  of 
tbe  WW  was  scarcely  perceptible.  With  tbe  open- 
ing of  the  present  war,  it  te-appeared  in  its  mild- 
est form,  whiebitisagainabandoninf  for  another, 
nioraeaiMonaattoits^rit.  Such  are  lU  capricious 
fluclnatiana,  that  no  commercial  undertaking, 
which  it  can  in  any  way  afieet,  can  be  coaaidared 
as  oiberwise  than  preearioua,  whatever  may  be 
tbe  avowed  state  of  the  principle  at  tbe  time  of  it* 


It  has  been  said  that,  by  embarking  is  tbe  col- 
iniy  trade  of  either  of  the  belligerents,  nentral  na- 
tictts,  in  some  sort,  ioterpoee  in  the  war,  since  tbey 
assist  *Dd  serve  the  betligerenl  ia  whose  trade  Ihey 
soembarL  Itis  a  sufficieoi  answerto  this  obser- 
ration,  that  tbe  same  course  of  reasoning  would 
prove  that  neutrals  ought  to  discontinue  all  trade 
whatsoevK'  with  the  parties  at  war.  A  continu- 
ance of  their  aocostomed  peace  trade  assists  sod 
serves  the  belligerent,  with  whom  it  is  continued; 
and  if  this  effect  were  sufficient  to  make  a  trade 
noneiUral  andillegal,  the  best  established  and  most 
useful  traffic  would,  of  course,  bscome  so.  But 
9th  Con.  Sd  Suss.— <e7 


Qreat  Britain  supplies  us  with  another  answer  to 
thii  notion,  that  our  interference  in  tbe  trade  ol 
the  colonies  of  her  enemies  is  unlawful,  because 
they  are  benefitted  by  it.  It  is  known  that  the 
same  trade  is,  and  long  has  been,  carried  on  by 
British  subjects ;  and  your  memorialists  feel  them- 
selves hound  to  state,  that,  according  to  authentic 
information  lately  received,  the  Oovemmenl  of 
Qieat  Britain  does,  at  this  moment,  grant  liceasw 
10  neutral  vessels  taking  in  a  proporiion  of  theii 
cargoes  there,  to  proceed  on  trading  voyages  to  tfafl 
eoionies  of  Spain,  from  which  she  would  exduda 
us,  upon  the  condition  that  tbe  return  eargoea 
shall  he  carried  to  Oceat  Britain  to  swell  the  saiiu 
□f  her  merchants,  and  to  give  ber  a  monopdy  of 
tbe  oommerceof  the  world.  This  great  belligerent 
right,  then,  spon  which  so  much  has  been  supposed 
to  depend,  sinks  into  an  article  of  barter.  It  is 
used,  not  as  a  hostile  instrameot,  wielded  by  a 
warlike  State,  by  which  her  enemies  are  to  be 
wounded,  or  their  colonies  subdued^  but  as  the  sel- 
fish means  of  commercial  aggrandizement,  to  the 
impoverishment  and  ruin  □rher  friends :  as  an  en- 
gine by  which  Qreat  Britain  i»  to  be  lifted  up  to 
a  vast  height  of  prosperity,  and  the  trade  of  nen- 
trala  crippled,  and  crushed,  and  destroyed.  Such 
acts  are  a  most  intelligible  commentary  upon  the 

Erinciple^in  question.  They  show  that  il  is  a  hoi- 
jwandfcloniousprinciple,  susceptible  of  the  worst 
abuse,  and  incapable  of  a  just  and  honorable  ap- 
plication. Tbey  show  that  in  the  bands  of  agreat 
maritime  State,  it  is  not.  in  its  ostensible  character 
of  a  weapon  of  hostility  ihai  il  is  prized,  but  rather 
as  one  oi  the  means  of  establish  log  aa  unbounded 
monopoly,  by  which  every  enterprise,  calculated 
to  promote  national  wealth  and  power,  shall  be 
made  to  begin  and  end  in  Qreat  Britain  alone. 
Such  nets  may  well  be  considered  as  pronouncing 
tbe  condemnation  of  tbe  principle  against  which 
we  contend,  as  withdrawing  from  it  the  only  pte> 
text  upon  which  it  is  possible  to  rest  it. 

Great  Britain  does  not  pretend  ibai  this  prin- 
ciple has  any  warrant  in  the  opinions  of  writer* 
on  public  law.  She  does  not  pretend,  and  cannot 
pretend,  thai  it  derives  any  countenance  from  the 
conduct  of  other  nations.  She  is  confessedly  sol- 
itary in  tbe  use  of  this  invention,  by  which  rapa- 
city ia  systematized,  and  a  state  of  neutrality  and 
war  are  made  substantially  tbe  same.  In  this  ab- 
sence of  all  other  authority,  her  coarts  have  madt 
an  afipeal  to  her  own  early  example  for  tbe  justi- 
Gcaiion  of  her  own  recent  practice.  Your  memo- 
rialJKtB  join  in  that  appeal,  as  affording  the  most 
conclusive  and  authoritative  reprobation  of  the 
practice  which  it  is  intended  to  support  by  iL 

It  woald  be  euy  to  show,  by  an  examination 
of  the  different  treaties  to  which  Great  Britain 
has  been  a  party  from  times  long  past,  that  this 
doctrine  is  a  modern  usurpation.    It  would  be 

3nally  easy  to  show  that,  during  the  greater  part 
tbe  last  century,  her  statesmen  and  lawy^s 
uoiformlydisavowedil,  either  expressly  or  tacitly. 
But  it  is  to  a  review  of  Judicial  examples,  of  all 
others  the  most  weighty  and  solemn,  that  your 
memorialists  propose  to  con5ne  themselves. 
In  the  war  of  1744,  in  which  Great  Britain  had 
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the  power,  if  she  had  thought  Si  to  exert  it,  to  ex- 
elude  the  aeulral  States  fiom  the  colony  trade  of 
FraDce  aod  Spain,  her  high  court  of  appeals  de- 
cided that  the  trade  was  lawful,  and  released  such 
ressela  as  bad  been  engaged  in  it. 

Id  the  war  which  soon  followed  the  peace  of 
Aix  U  Chapelle,  Qreat  Brilain  is  supposed  to  hare 
first  acted  upon  the  pretension  that  such  a  trade 
was  unlawful,  as  hexog  shut  against  neutrals  in 
peace.  And  it  is  certain  that,  during  the  whole 
of  that  war,  her  courts  of  prize  did  condemn  all 
neutral  Tesseh  taken  in  the  prosecution  of  thai 
trade,  together  with  their  cargoes,  whether  French 
or  neutral.  These  coodemnaiions,  howerer,  pro- 
ceeded upon  peculiar  grounds.  In  the  seven 
years'  war,  France  did  not  throw  open  to  neutrals 
the  traffic  of  her  colonies.  She  establiahednofiee 
ports  in  the  East  or  in  the  West,  with  which  for- 
eign vessels  could  be  permitted  to  trade,  either 
(generally  or  occasionBlly,8*  such.  Herfirstprac- 
tice  was  simply  to  grant  special  licenses  to  particu- 
lar neutral  Teasels,  principally  Dutch,  and  common- 
ly chartered  by  Frenchmen,  to  make,  under  the 
usual  restrictions,  particular  trading  royages  to 
the  colonies.  The^e  licenses  furnished  the  Brit- 
ish courts  with  a  peculiar  reason  for  condemoiDg 
vessels  sailing  under  them,  viz:  ''that  they  be- 
came in  virtue  of  them  the  adopted  or  naturalized 
vessels  of  France." 

As  soon  as  it  was  known  that  this  effect  was 
imputed  to  these  licenses  they  were  discontinued, 
or  pretended  to  be  so;  but  the  discontinuance, 
whether  real  or  supposed,  produced  no  change  in 
the  conduct  of  Great  BrltHin  ;  for  neutral  vessels 
employed  in  this  trade  were  captured  and  con- 
demns as  before.  The  grounds  upon  which 
they  continued  to  be  so  captured  and  condemned 
may  be  best  collected  from  the  reasons  subjoined 
to  tne  printed  cases  in  the  prize  causes,  decided 
hv  the  Hitrh  Court  of  Admiralty,  (in  which  Sir 
Thomas  Salisbury  at  that  time  presided,)  and  by 
the  Lords  Commissioner*  of  Appeals,  between 
1757  and  1700. 

In  the  ease  of  the  America,(which  wasaDutcb 
ship,  bound  from  St.  Doroiiwo  to  Holland,  with 
the  produce  of  that  island,  belonging  to  French 
subjects,  by  whom  the  vessel  had  been  chartered,) 
the  reason  suted  in  the  printed  case  is,  "that  the 
■hip  must  be  looked  upon  as  a  French  ship,  (com- 
ing from  St.  Domingo,)  for  by  the  laws  of  France 
no  foreign  ship  can  trade  in  the  French  West 
Indies." 

In  the  case  of  the  Snip,  ibe  reason  (assigned  by 
Sir  Gkorge  Hays  and  Mr.  Pratt,  afterwards  Lord 
Camden]  is,  ''that  the  Snip  (though  once  the 
properly  of  Dutchmen)  being  employed  in  car- 
rying provisions  to,  and  i^oods  from,  a  French  col- 
ony, thereby  became  a  French  ship,  and.  as  such, 
was  justly  condemned." 

Ii  IS  obvious  that  the  reason,  in  the  case  of  the 
America,  proceeds  upon  a  presumption  that,  as 
the  trade  wan,  by  the  standing  laws  of  France, 
even  up  to  that  moment,  confined  to  French 
■hips,  anv  ship  found  employed  in  it  must  be  a 
French  ship.  The  reason,  in  the  other  case,  does 
not  rest  upon  this  idle  presumption,  but  lakes . 


other  ground :  for  it  slates  that,  by  tb«  reason  of 
the  trade  in  which  the  vessel  was  employed,  she 
became  a  French  vessel. 

It  is  manifest  that  this  is  no  other  than  the  first 
idea  of  adoption  or  naiuralizatioo,  accommodated 
to  the  cbaoge  attempted  to  be  introduced  into  the 
state  of  things,  by  the  aetaal  or  pretended  discon- 
tinuance of  the  special  licenses.  What,  then,  is 
theamouot  of  the  doctrine  of  the  seven  years' war, 
in  the  utmost  extent  which  it  is  possible  to  ascribe 
to  it  7  It  is  in  substance  no  more  than  this,  that 
as  France  did  not,  at  any  period  of  that  war,  abaa- 
don,  01  in  any  degree  suspend,  the  principle  of 
colonial  monopoly,  or  the  STstem  arising  out  of  it, 
a  neutral  vessel  found  in  the  prosecution  of  tbe 


French  trade  and  open  to  French  vessels,  either 
became,  or  was  legally  to  be  presumed  to  be  a 
French  vessel.  It  cannot  be  necessary  to  show, 
that  ibis  doeiriiie  difiers  essentially  from  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  present  day :  but  even  if  it  were  other- 
wise, the  praetice  of  that  war,  whatever  it  might 
be,  was  undoubtedly  coninry  to  that  of  the  war  of 
1744,  and,  as  contrasted  with  it,  wilt  not  be  con- 
sidered, by  those  who  have  ai  all  attended  to  tbt 
history  ot  these  two  periods.as  entitled  to  any  pe- 
culiar veneration.  The  effects  of  that  practice 
were  almost  wholly  confined  to  the  Dutch,  who 
bad  rendered  themselves  extremely  obnoxious  to 
Great  Britain,  by  the  selfish  and  pusillanimoas 
policy,  as  it  was  falsely  called,  whichenahled  then, 
during  the  seven  years' war,  to  profitof  the  tioables 
of  the  rest  of  Europe. 

In  thewarofl744,  tbe  neutrality  of  the  Dutch, 
while  it  continued,  had  in  it  nothing  of  complais- 
ance to  France;  they  furnished  from  the  com- 
mencement of  hostilities,  on  account  of  the  Prag- 
matic Sanction,  succors  to  the  confederates,  de- 
clared openly,  after  a  time,  in  favor  of  the  ^een 
of  Hungary  ;  and  finally  determined  upon  and 
prepareafor  war,by  sea  and  land.  Great  Kitain, 
of  course,  had  no  inducement,  in  that  war,  to  hunt 
after  any  hostile  principle,  by  Ibe  operation  of 
which  the  trade  ot  the  Dutch  might  be  harassed, 
or  the  advantage  of  their  neutnl  poaitioa,  while 
it  lasted,  defeated.  In  the  war  of  1756,  she  had  this 
inducement  iu  its  utmost  struigth.  IndepeDdeot 
of  tbe  commercial  rivalry  existing  between  tbe 
two  nations,  the  Dutch  badexcited  the  undisgtiiMl 
resentment  of  Great  Britain,  by  declining  to  for- 
nish  against  France  the  succors  stipulated  by 
treaty;  by  constantly  supplying  France  witk aa- 
val  and  warlike  stores,  through  the  medium  of  a 
trade  systematically  pursued  by  the  people,  and 
countenanced  by  the  Government ;  by  grantiog 
to  France,  early  in  1757,  a  free  passa^  throngn 
Namur  and  Uaestricht,  for  the  provisions,  aiB- 
muoiiion,  and  artillery,  belonging  to  the  army, 
destined  to  act  against  the  territories  of  PmoNa, 
in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Low  Countries ;  aitd  by 
the  indifierence  with  which  they  saw  Nienport 
and  Osteod  put  into  the  hands  of  France,  bf  ibe 
Court  of  Vienna,  which  Great  Britain  represeat- 
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•afBeiencf  of  tbe»e  groDDdH  of  disMiisfaction, 
vbich  uadoabtrdlr  bad  a  gr»t  influence  on  the 
COD'Inct  of  GrettBrilain  [oirards theDutch,fro[n 
1757  until  the  peace  of  1763,  it  is  maDifest,  that 
tbii  rery  diuatiifaciion,  lilile  short  of  a  diaposi- 
tion  to  open  war,  and  frequentl;  on  the  eve  or  pro- 
duciDs  ii,  takes  awaf ,  in  a  coasiderable  degree, 
from  the  anlhority  of  any  practice  to  which  it  may 
be  sappoied  to  hnve  led,  an  lending  to  eitabiish  a 
rule  of  the  pvblic  law  of  Europe.  It  may  not  be 
improper  to  obaerve  too,  that  tne  atatioa  occupied 
by  Great  Britain,  in  the  Be*eu  years'  war,  (as 
protidaane  at  any  country  ever  did  occupy)  com- 
pared wiih  that  of  the  other  Enropean  Powers, 
wa«  not  exactly  calculated  to  make  the  measures, 
which  her  reseolmeota  against  Holland,  or  iier 
views  against  France,  misbi  dictate,  peculiarly 
lespectfnl  to  the  general  rigois  of  neutrals.  In  the 
north,  Rossia  and  Sweden  were  engaged  in  the 
confederacy  against  Prussia,  and  were,  of  course, 
entitled  to  no  consideration  in  tbia  respect.  The 
Goremment  of  Sweden  was,  besides,  weak  and 
impotent.  Denmark,  ic  is  true,  took  no  part  in 
tbe  war,  but  she  did  not  suSer  oy  the  practice  io 
queition.  Besides,  all  these  Powers  combined 
would  have  been  *»  nothing  against  the  naval 
slreoglh  of  Great  Britain  in  1758.  As  to  Spain, 
she  could  bare  no  concern  in  the  question,  aod, 
at  length,  became  inrolred  in  the  war  on  the  side 
of  Fraoce.  Upon  the  whole,  in  the  war  of  1796 
Great  Briuin  had  the  power  to  be  unjust,  and  irre- 
sistible temptations  to  abuse  it.  In  thai  of  1744 
her  power  was,  perhaps,  equally  great, but  eTery- 
thing  was  favorable  to  equity  and  moderation. 
Tbe  example  afforded  on  this  subject,  Therefore,  by 
the  first  war,  baa  far  belter  titles  to  respect,  than 
that  furnished  by  the  last. 

In  the  American  war,  the  practice  aod  decisions 
OB  this  point  followed  those  of  the  war  of  1744. 

The  question  first  came  before  the  Lords  of  Ap- 
pttl,  in  Janoary,  1783,  in  the  Danish  cases  of  the 
Tiger,  Copenhagen,  and  others,  captured  in  Octo- 
ber, 1780,  and  condemned  at  St.  Kilts,  in  Decem- 
ber following.  The  ^unds  on  which  the  captors 
relied  for  condemnation,  in  the  Tiger,  as  set  forth 
at  tbe  end  of  the  respondeni's  priotea  case,  were, 
"for  that  the  ship,  haTing  been  trading  to  Cape 
FraiifOiB,where  none  but  French  shinaare  allowed 
to  carry  on  any  traffic,  and  baring  been  laden  at 
the  time  of  the  capture,  with  the  produce  of  the 
French  part  of  the  island  of  St.  Domingo,  put  on 
board  at  Cape  Francois,  and  both  ship  and  cargo 
taken  confessedly  coming  from  thence,  mast  (pur- 
•aant  to  precedents  in  the  like  cases  in  the  last 
war)  to  all  intents  and  purposes  be  deemed  a  ship 
«Dd  goods  belonging  to  the  French,  or  at  least 
adopted  and  naturalized  as  such."  In  the  Copen- 
hagen, the  captor's  reasons  are  thus  giTeo : 

1st.  Because  it  is  allowed,  that  the  ship  was  des- 
tined, with  her  cargo,  to  the  island  of  Guadaloupe, 
and  no  other  place. 

Sdly.  Because  it  is  contrary  to  the  established 
nile  of  tbe  general  law  to  admit  an^  neutral  ship 
to  go  to.  and  trade  at,  a  port  belungiog  to  a  colo- 
ny of  tne  enemy,  to  which  such  neutral  ship 
could  Dot  hare  freely  traded  in  time  of  peace.        , 


On  the  22d  ofJanaary,  1782,  these  causes  came 
on  for  hearing  before  the  Lords  of  Appeal,  who 
decreed  restitution  in  all  of  them;  thus,  in  the 
most  solemn  and  explicit  manner,  disavowing 
and  rejecting  the  pretended  rules  of  the  law  of 
nations,  upon  whicn  the  captors  relied  ;  the  first 
of  which  was  literally  hotroned  from  the  doc- 
trine of  tbe  war  of  1756,  and  the  last  of  which  is 
that  very  rule  on  which  Great  Britain  now  relies. 

It  is  true  that,  in  these  cases,  the  judgment  of 
the  Lords  was  pronounced  upon  one  shape  only 
of  the  colony  trade  of  France,  as  carried  oti  by 
neutral" ;  that  is  to  say,  a  trade  between  the  colo- 
ny of  France  and  that  of  the  country  of  the  neu- 
tral nhipper.  But,  aa  no  diHtiuction  was  supposed 
to  exist,  in  point  of  principle,  between  the  differ- 
ent modifications  ot  the  trade,  and  as  tbe  judg- 
ment went  upon  general  grounds  applicable  to 
the  entire  subject,  we  shall  not  be  thought  to  over- 
rate its  effect  and  eiieat,  when  we  represent  it  as 
a  complete  rejection  both  of  the  doctrine  of  the 
seven  years'  war,  and  of  that  modern  principle 
by  which  it  hat  been  attempted  to  replace  it. 
But,  at  any  rale,  the  subsequent  decrees  of  the 
same  high  tribunal  did  go  that  length.  Without 
ennmeraiing  the  cnses  of  various  descriptions,  in- 
volving tbe  legality  of  the  trade  in  all  its  modes, 
which  were  favorably  adjudged  bjr  the  Lords  of 
Appeal,  afYer  the  American  peace,  it  will  be  suffi- 
cient to  mention  the  case  of  the  Vervagcing,  de- 
cided  by  them  in  1783  and  1786.  This  was  the 
case  of  a  Danish  ship,  laden  with  a  cargo  of  dry 
goods  and  provisions,  with  which  she  was  bound 
on  a  voyage  from  Marseilles  to  Martinique  and 
Cape  FrBn9ois,  where  she  was  to  lake  in  for  Eu- 
rope a  return  cargo  of  West  India  produce.  The 
ship  was  not  proceeded  against,  but  the  cargo, 
which  was  claimed  for  merchants  of  Ostend,  was 
condemned  as  enemy's  property  (as  in  truth  it 
was)  by  tbe  Admiralty  of  Antigua,  subject  to  the 
payment  of  freight  pro  rata  xlinerii,  or,  rather, 
for  the  whole  of  the  outward  voyage.  On  appeal, 
as  to  [he  cargo,  the  Lords  of  Appeal,  on  the  8th 
of  March,  1785,  reversed  the  condemDation,  and 
ordered  further  proof  of  tbe  property  to  be  pro- 
duced within  three  months.  On  the  SStb  March, 
1786,  no  further  proof  having  been  exhibited,  and 
the  proctor  for  the  citimants  declaring  that  he 
should  exhibit  none,  the  Lords  condemaed  the 
cargo,  and  on  the  same  day  reversed  the  decree 
below,  giving  freight  pro  rata  itinertM,  (from 
which  the  neutral  master  had  appealed,)  and  de^ 
creed  freight  generally  aod  tbe  costs  of  appeal. 

It  is  impossible  that  a  judicial  opinion  could  go 
more  conclusively  to  the  whole  question  on  the 
colony  trade  than  Ihisj  for  it  not  onir  disavows 
the  pretended  illegality  of  the  neutral  inierpotl- 
tions  of  that  trade,  even  directly  between  France 
and  ber  colonies,  (the  most  exceptionable  form,  it 
is  said,  in  which  that  interposition  could  present 
itself.)  it  not  only  denies  that  properly  engaged  in 
such  a  trade  is  on  that  account  liable  to  conSs- 
caiioo,  (inasmuch  as,  after  having  reversed  tbe 
condemnation  of  [he  cargo  pronounced  below,  it 
proceeds  afterwards  to  condemn  it  merely  for 
want  of  further  proof  as  to  the  property,)  but  it 
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holds  thai  the  trade  is  so  tmquestioDably  IbwM 
to  Denirals  as  not  even  to  put  in  jeopardy  the 
claim  to  freight  for  that  part  ofthe  voyage  which 
]t  yet  Begun,  and  which  the  parly  had  not 
It  niniselrin  asitualion  to  begin.  The  force 
I,  and  the  other  British  dtctsions,  produced 
by  the  American  war,  will  not  be  avoided  by  sug- 
gesting that  there  was  anything  pecntiarly  favor- 
able in  the  time  when,  or  the  naanner  in  which, 
France  opened  her  colony  trade  to  neutrals  on 
Ibat  occasion.  Something  of  that  sort,  however, 
has  been  said.  We  find  (he  following  language 
ID  a  learned  opinion  on  this  point:  '^  It  is  certain- 
ly true  that  in  the  last  war  fthe  American  war) 
many  decisions  look  place,  wnich  then  pronounc- 
ed that  such  a  trade  between  France  and  her  col- 
onies was  not  considered  as  an  unneutral  com- 
merce ;  but  under  what  circumstances  ?  It  was 
understood  that  France,  in  opening  her  colonies 
daring  the  war,  declared  that  this  was  not  done 
with  a  lemporary  view  relative  to  the  war,  but  on 
K  general  permanent  purpose  of  altering  her  co- 
lonial system,  and  oi  admitting  foreign  vessels, 
universally  and  at  all  times,  lo  a  participation  of 
that  commerce ;  taking  that  to  be  the  fact,  (how- 
ever suspicious  its  commt^ncement  might  be  dur- 
ing the  actual  existence  of  a  war,)  there  was  no 
ground  to  say  that  neutrals  were  not  carryinfr  on 
a  commerce  as  ordinary  as  any  other  in  which 
ihey  could  be  engaged  ;  and,  therefore,  in  the  case 
of  the  Vervagling,  and  in  many  other  succeeding 
cases,  the  Lords  decreed  payment  of  freight  to 
the  neutral  ship  owner.  It  is  fit  to  be  remember- 
ed, on  ihiK  occasion,  that  the  conduct  of  France 
evinced  how  little  dependence  can  be  placed  upon 
explanations  of  measures  adopted  during  ibe 
pre.isure  of  war ;  for  hardly  was  the  ratification 
of  the  peace  signed,  when  she  returned  lo  her  an- 
cient system  of  colonial  monopoly." 

We  answer  to  all  this,  that,  to  refer  the  decision 
of  the  Lords  in  the  Vervagting  and  other  suc- 
ceeding Cases,  to  the  reason  here  assigned,  is  to 
accuse  that  high  tribunal  of  acting  upon  a  confi- 
dence which  has  no  example  in  a  sinsularly  in- 
credible declaration,  (if  indeed  such  a  declaration 
was  ever  made,)  after  the  utter  falsehood  of  it 
had  been,  as  this  learned  opinion  does  itself  in- 
form us,  unequivocally  and  notoriously  ascer- 
tained. 

We  have  seen  that  the  Vtrcagting  was  de- 
cided by  the  Lords,  in  1785  and  17B6,  at  least 
two  years  after  France  had,  as  we  are  told,  "  re- 
turned to  her  ancient  system  of  colonial  monop- 
oly," and  when,  of  course,  the  supposed  assertion 
of  an  intended  permanent  abanaonmenl  of  that 
system  could  not  be  permitted  to  produce  any 
legal  consequence. 

We  answer  further,  that,  if  this  alleged  declar- 
ation was  in  fact  made,  (and  we  must  be  allowed 
to  say,  that  we  have  found  do  trace  of  it  oni  of 
the  opinion  above  recited,)  it  never  was  put  into 
Euch  a  formal  and  auiheniic  shape  as  to  be  the 
fair  subject  of  judicial  notice. 

It  is  not  contained  in  the  French  arrets  of  that 
day,  where  it  would  only  he  proper  to  look  for  it, 
and  we  are  not  referred  to  any  other  document 


proceeding  from  the  QovernmeDt  of  France  in 
which  it  is  said  to  appear.  There  does  not,  in  > 
word,  seem  to  have  been  anything  which  an  en- 
lightened tribunal  could  be  supposed  capable  of 
considering  as  a  pledge  on  the  part  of  France 
that  she  had  resolved  upon,  or  even  meditated, 
the  extravagant  change  in  her  colonial  system 
which,  she  is  said,  in  this  opinion,  lo  have  been 
onderstood  to  aDDOUDce  to  the  world.  Bnt.  even 
if  the  declaration  in  ouesilon  was  actually  made, 
and  that,  too.  with  all  possible  solemnity,  still  it 
would  be  difficult  to  persuade  any  thinking  man 
that  the  sineeritr  of  soch  a  declaration  was,  in 
any  degree,  confided  in,  or  that  any  person,  in 
anyconntry,  conid  regard  it  in  any  other  light 
than  as  a  mere  artifice,  that  conld  give  no  right 
which  would  not  equally  well  exist  without  it. 
Upon  the  whole,  it  is  manifestly  impracticable  to 
rest  (he  decisions  of  the  Lords  of  Appeal,  in  and 
after  the  American  war,  upon  any  dependence 
placed  on  this  declaration,  of  which  there  is  no 
evidence  that  it  ever  was  made,  which,  it  is  cer- 
tain, was  not  authenti 
which,  however  made, 
believed  at  any  time,  far  less  in  1785  and  1786, 
when  its  falsehood  bad  been  unquestionably 
proved  by  the  public  and  undisgnised  conduct  of 
Its  supposed  author  in  direct  opposition  to  it 
That  Sir  James  Marriot,  who  sat  in  the  High 
Court  of  Admiralty  of  Qreat  Britain,  during  the 
greater  part  of  the  late  war.  did  not  consider  these 
decisions  as  standing  upon  this  ground  is  evident ; 
for,  notwithstanding  thai,  in  the  war  of  1756,  he 
was  the  most  zealous,  and  perhaps  able,  advocate 
for  the  condemnation  of  the  Dutch  ships  engaged 
in  the  colony  trade  of  France,  yet,  upon  the 
breaking  out  of  the  late  war,  he  relied  upon  the 
decisions  in  the  American  war.  asanthoritatively 
settling  the  legality  of  that  trade,  and  decreed 
accordingly. 

If,  as  a  more  plausible  answer  to  these  decis- 
ions, considered  in  the  light  of  auihoriiies,  than 
that  which  we  have  just  examined,  it  should  be 
said  they  ought  rather  to  be  viewed  as  relnctant 
sacrifices  to  policy,  or  even  to  necessity,  undei 
circumstances  of  singular  difficulty  and  peril, 
than  as  an  expression  of  the  deliberate  opinion 
of  the  Lords  of  Appeal,  or  the  Qovemment  of 
Great  Britain ;  on  the  matter  of  ri^bt  it  migbl, 
perhaps,  be  sufficient  to  reply,  that  if  the  armed 
neutrality,  coupled  with  tne  situation  of  Qreat 
Britain  as  a  partj  to  the  war,  did  in  any  degree 
compel  these  decisions,  we  might  also  expect  to 
find,  at  the  same  era,  some  relaxation  on  the  pnt 
of  that  eonniry  relative  to  the  doctrine  of  con- 
traband, upon  which  the  convention  of  the  armed 
neutraltiv  coutained  the  most  direct  stipulationa, 
which  the  Northern  Powers  were  particulariy 
interested  to  enforce.  Yet  such  was  not  the  fact. 
Bat,  in  addition  to  this  and  olher  consideraiions 
of  a  similar  description,  it  is  natural  to  Inqnire 
why  it  happened,  that,  if  the  Lords  of  Appeal 
were  satisfied  that  Qreat  Britain  possessed  the 
right  in  question,  they  recorded  and  gavetothe 
world  a  series  of  decisiotis  against  it,  founded,  aot 
upon  British  orders  of  council,  gratuitously  re- 
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lazing  what  was  tltll  useiled  to  be  the  strict 
light,  (as  in  (he  late  war,)  but  upon  generaJ  prin- 
ciples of  public  law.  However  pmoence  migbt 
bare  required,  (althougb  ibere  is  do  reasoD  to  oe- 
liefeii  did  require,)  an  abstioeQce,  on  tbe  part  of 
-Qreat  Brilaia,  from  tbe  extreme  exercise  of  the 
ligbt  ahe  had  been  supposed  to  claim,  still  it 
coald  not  be  necessary  to  give,  to  tbe  mere  for- 
bearaocfl  of  a  claim,  the  stamp  and  character  of 
a  formal  admission,  laat  the  claim  itself  was  ille- 

gl  and  UDJust  Id  tbe  late  war,  as  often  as  the 
itish  Ooverement  wished  to  concede  and  re- 
lax, from  wbatevei  motive,  on  the  subject  of  the 
colony  trade  of  her  opponents,  an  order  of  couD' 
cil  was  resorted  to,  seiciag  forth  the  nature  of  the 
concession,  or  relaxation,  upon  which  the  courts 
of  prize  were  afterwards  to  found  their  sentences; 
and,  undoubiedly,  sentences  so  passed  cannot,  in 
.aay  fair  leasoning,  be  coDsidered  as  deciding 
more,  than  that  the  order  of  council  is  obligatory 
on  tbe  courts  whose  sentences  they  are.  But  the 
decrees  of  the  Lords  of  Appeal,  in  and  after  the 
American  war,  are  not  of  this  description ;  since 
there  existed  no  order  of  council  on  the  subject 
of  them,  and  of  course,  they  are,  and  ought  to  be, 
of  the  highest  weight  and  authority  o^inst  Great 
Britain,  on  tbe  questions  involved  in,  and  ad- 
judged by  them. 

This  solemn  reounciaiioit  of  the  priacipte  in 
queslioD,  in  the  face  of  tbe  whole  world,  by  her 
highest  tribunal  in  matters  of  prize,  reiieraied  in 
«  succession  of  decrees,  down  to  the  year  1786, 
and  afterwards,  is  powerfully  confirmed  by  the 
.aciiuieseence  of  Qreai  Britain,  during  the  first' 
most  impoilant  and  active  period  of  the  late  war, 
io  the  free  and  unlimited  prosecution  by  neutrals 
of  tbe  whole  colony  trade  of  France;  she  did, 
indeed,  at  last,  prohibit  that  trade  by  an  inatrac- 
tioQ  unprecedented  in  the  annab  of  maritime  dep- 
redation ;  but  the  revival  of  her  discarded  rule 
was  cbanctetized  with  such  ciicumsiances  of 
iniquity  and  violence  as  rather  to  heighten,  by 
the  effect  uf  contrast,  the  veneration  of  mankind 
for  the  past  justice  of  her  tribunals. 

The  world  has  not  forgotten  the  instruction  to 
which  we  allude,  or  the  enormilies  by  which  its 
true  character  was  developed.  Produced  in  mys- 
tery, at  a  moment  when  UDirersal  confidence  io 
the  integrity  of  her  Qovernmenihad  brought  upon 
the  ocean  a  prey  of  vast  value  and  importance; 
sent  abroad  lo  the  different  naval  stations,  with 
such  studied  secrecy  that  ii  would  almost  seem  to 
have  been  intended  to  make  an  experiment  how 
far  law  and  honor  could  be  outraged  by  a  nation 
[HXiverbial  for  respeeiing  both,  the  heralds  by 
whom  it  was  first  annoupced  were  the  coiatoaad- 
enof  her  commissioned  cruisers,  who  at  the  same 
instant  carried  it  into  efiect  with  every  circa m- 
stance  of  aggravation,  if  of  such  an  act  there 
«an  be  sn  aggravation.  Upon  such  conduct  there 
was  but  one  sentimenL  It  was  coodemned  by 
reason  and  justice.  It  was  condemned  by  that 
law  which  flows  from  and  is  founded  upon  (hem 
it  was  condemned,  and  will  forever  continue  to 
be  condemned,  by  the  universal  voice  of  the 
.ilized  world.    Qreat  Britain  has  made  amends. 


'ilb  the  good  faith  which  belongs  to  her  coun- 

ils,  tor  that  act  of  injustice  and  oppression ;  and 
your  memorialists  have  a  siroag  confidence  that 
the  late  departure  from  tbe  usual  course  of  her 
policy  will  be  followed  by  a  like  dispositioa  to 
"onemeot  and  reparation.    The  relations  which 

..bsiat  between  Qreat  Britain  and  the  United 
States  rest  upon  the  basis  of  reciprocal  interests, 
and  your  memorialists  see  in  those  interests,  as 
well  as  in  tbe  justice  of  the  British  Government, 
and  the  firmness  of  our  own,  the  best  reasons  to 
expect  a  satisfactory  answer  to  their  complaints, 
and  a  speedy  abandonment  of  that  system,  by 
which  they  have  been  lately  harassed  and 
alarmed. 

Your  memorialists  will  not  trespass  upon  your 
time  with  a  recital  of  the  various  acts  by  which 
our  coasts,  and  even  our  ports  and  harbors,  hare 
been  converted  into  scenes  of  violeQce  and  dep-  ■ 
redatioD,by  which  the  security  of  our  trade  and 
property  has  been  impaired,  ihe  rights  of  our  ter- 
ritory invaded,  the  honor  of  our  country  humili- 
ated and  insulted,  and  our  gallant  countrymen 
oppressed  and  persecuted.  They  feel  it  to  be  ua- 
necessary  to  ask  that  the  force  of  the  nation 
should  be  employed  in  repelling  and  chastising 
the  lawless  freebooters,  who  hare  dared  to  spread 
their  ravages,  even  beyond  the  seas,  which  form 
the  principal  theatre  of  their  piratical  exertions 
and  to  infest  our  shores  with  their  irregular  and 
ferocious  hostility. 

These  are  onira^  which  have  pressed  them- 
selves, in  a  peculiar  manner,  uptHi  the  notice  of 
our  Government,  aud  cannot  ikave  failed  to  excite 
its  indignation,  and  a  correspondent  disposition  to 
prevent  and  redress  ihem. 

Such  is  the  viewwhicb  your  memorialists  have 
taken.  In  this  anxious  crisis  of  our  public  affairs, 
of  snbjecls  which  appear  to  them,  in  an  alarming 
degree,  to  affect  their  country  and  its  commerce, 
and  to  involve  high  questions  of  national  honor 
and  interest,  of  public  law,  and  individual  rights, 
which  imperiously  demand  discussion  and  ad- 
jusimenl.  They  do  not  presume  to  point  out  tbe 
measures  which  these  great  subjects  may  be  sup- 
posed to  call  for.  The  means  of  redress  for  the 
past,  and  security  for  the  future,  are  respectfully 
and  confidently  submitted  to  your  wisdom ;  but 
your  memorialists  cannot  forbear  to  indulge  a 

nope,  which  they  would  abandon  with  deep  re- 
luctance, that  ihey  may  yet  be  found  iu  amicable 
explanations,  with  those  who  have  ventured  to 
inflict  wrongs  upon  us,  and  to  advance  nnjuit 
pretensions  to  our  prejudice. 

ROBERT  GILMOR, 
and  twenty-five  otherw. 
Baltihors,  Jamtary  21,  1806. 

Representaium  oj  the  Merchant*  of  Norfolk. 
NOHPOLK,  December  3,  ISOS. 

Sir:  I  have  been  selected  by  the  merchants  of 
this  place  lo  forward  to  you  memorials  upon  the 
cases  of  spoliation  committed  by  the  belligerent 
Powers  on  their  commerce,  in  consequence  of 
which,  I  Itave  the  honor  to  addreas  you,  and  to 
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forward  memorials  with  copks  of  document  ac- 
coropaoyiof ,  in  the  roUoning  cases : 

1.  CoDway  and  For.  Whittle,  ship  Eliza,  John 
Svans,  master. 

3.  John  Granbcry,  sloop  George,  Reynolds, 
master. 

3.  Donaldson,  Thorburo  &  Co.,  ship  Charles 
Carter,  Tompkins,  master. 

4.  James  Dykes  &  Co.,  schooner  Iris,  Samuel 
Pearson,  master. 

5.  Kdvard  GbamberlaiD,  brig  Nancy,  John 
Christy,  master. 

6.  Alexander  Leckie,  brig  Catharine,  John 
Seward,  roaster. 

7.  Moses  Myers,  ship  Argus,  E.  ChambeTlain, 
maaler. 

8.  Moms  Mjers,  iwhooner  Adeline,  Nathaniel 
StronK,  master. 

9.  Richard  Dtummond,  schooner  Favorite, 
Flelcber,  master. 

10.  John  Burke,  schooner  Two  Brothers,  Can- 
by,  master. 

I  am  directed  to  state  thai  the  OTiginaU  in  each 
ease  are  lodged  with  me,  or  will  be  subject  to  roy 
order,  provided  tbey  are  considered  by  you  as  re- 
quisite, and  if  they  should  be  so  considered,  that 
they  will  be  forwarded  wbeaerer  ;ou  direct  them. 
There  are,  I  am  informed,  sundry  other  cases,  but 
the  owners  either  have  not  received  protests  from 
the  masters,  or  have  neglected  to  send  them  to 
me ;  as  1  receive  tbem  1  shall  do  myself  the  honor 
to  transmit  tbem  to  your  Department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  consideration  and 
respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  PENNOCK. 

Hon.  James  Maoison, 

Secretary  of  State,  <fc 

/Vom  Afr.  Gore  to  Mr,  Maditon. 

Boston,  November  18.  1805. 
Sib:  The  ship  Indus,  David  Myrick'  master, 
was  taken  by  His  Britannic  Maiesty'ii  ship  the 
Cambrian,  Captain  John  P.  Bereitord,  in  latitude 
ihirtv-one  degrees  thirty  minutes  north,  and  lon- 
gitune  sixty-one  degrees  Gfiy-six  minutes  west, 
and  sent  to  Halifax,  where  she,  and  all  the  prop- 
erty on  board,  belonging  to  the  owners,  master, 
ana  supercargo,  were  condemned,  on  the  grouod, 
ai  is  said,  of  the  illegality  of  the  trade  which  she 
was  prosecuting  at  the  time  of  ihe  capture.  An 
appeal  bas  been  claimed,  and  will  be  auly  prose- 
cuted, before  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Ap- 
peal, in  Qreat  Britain,  by  the  insurers,  to  whom 
tb«  said  ship  and  cargo  have  been  abandoned. 
These  insurers  consist  of  four  companies,  in  the 
town  of  Boston,  incorjiorated  under  Ibe  names  of 
the  Massachusetts  Fire  and  Marine  Insurance, 
Ihe  Suffolk  iDsurance,  the  Boston  Marine  Insu- 
rance, and  the  New  England  Insurance,  who  are 
not  only  interested  in  the  above  decision,  as 
it  relates  la  the  particular  case  in  wblch  it  was 
rendered,  but  are  deeply  concerned  on  account 
of  insurances  made  by  tbem  on  vessels  and  car- 
gon  that  may  be  embraced,  as  they  fear,  by 


too  much  weight  from  decisions  that  have  taken 
place  in  London,  condemning  property  for  being 
in  a  commerce  always  nnderstooa  by  them  to  be 
lawful,  not  only  from  ibeir  own  sense  of  the  lavr 
of  nations,  but  also  from  the  assent  of  Great 
Britain,  discovered  by  her  former  practice,  and  by 
principles  advanced  oy  her  judges  in  snpport  of 

The  amount  of  property  withheld,  and  alti- 
mately  depending  on  the  decisions  of  the  Higk 
Court  of  Appeals,  in  the  case  of  the  Indus,  is  suf- 
ficient, of  itself,  to  demand  their  serious  atten- 
tion ;  but  when  combined  with  the  effect  of  prin- 
ciples, supposed  to  have  been  applied  in  this  in- 
stance, they  are  apprehensive  of  nirther  and  stitl 
greater  injuries  to  their  own  property,  and  that  of 
their  fellow-citizens  in  this  quarter  of  the  coun- 
try ;  and  these  losses,  should  they  be  realized, 
would  be  encountered  in  the  nrosecution  of  a 
trade  in  which  they  felt  themselves  as  unoffend- 
ing against  the  rights  of  others ;  as  secure  from 
the  interrnption  of  the  power  that  now  molests 
them,  as  in  coasting  voyages  between  different 
parts  of  the  United  States. 

They  hope,  therefore,  not  to  be  thought  intm- 
sive  in  asking  of  the  Government  its  interference 
through  tboir  Minister  at  the  Court  of  London, 
or  otherwise,  as  the  President,  in  his  wisdoin, 
may  judge  proper,  to  protect  their  commetciaL 
rights,  and  to  obtain  redress  of  the  particular  iiH 
jury  of  which  they  complain.  They  have  evea 
felt  It  a  duly  due  from  tbem  la  the  Qovernmeol 
of  tbeir  country^  to  apprize  those  entrusted  with 
the  administration  of  its  concerns,  of  events,  so 
injurious  in  themselves,  and  pregnant  with  con- 
sequences sn  momentous  to  their  individual  prop- 
erly, and  the  general  prosperity  of  the  country. 
Sucn  reflections  hare  influenced  these  several 
companies  to  request  me  to  present  you  a  state- 
ment of  the  case  of  the  Indus,  for  the  inspeetioa 
of  the  Government,  and  the  purposes  above  allu- 
ded to ;  and  also  to  subjoin  some  of  the  reasons 
which  have  occasioned  the  security  with  which 
they  have  hazarded  their  property  on  voyage* 
now  pretended  lobe  unlawful. 

In  the  summer  of  1804,  Messrs.  David  Sears 
and  Jonathan  Chapman,  native  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  and  residents  in  Boston,  owned  i 
ship  called  the  Indus,  which  thev  fitted  out  for  a 
voyage  to  India.  They  put  on  noard  her  sixty- 
three  thousand  six  hundred  and  forty  dollars,  and 
three  &ets  of  exchange,  drawn  by  themselves,  on 
Messrs.  John  Hodsdon  and  Son,  of  Amsterdam, 
at  ninety  days'  sight,  for  tweniy-five  thougand 
three  hundred  guilders,  which  amount  of  specie 
and  bills  they  confided  to  Abisbai  Barnard,  a  na- 
tive citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  supercaivo. 
This  ship  and  property,  altogether  owned  \>j 
themselves,  they  despaiened  with  order  to  go  to 
the  isles  of  France  and  Bourbon,  and,  if  able,  to 
purchase  a  cargo  there,  so  to  invest  the  specie 
and  bills,  if  not,  to  proceed  to  Baiavia  for  the 
same  purpose;  if  not  practicable  there  to  go  on 
to  Calcutta,  and  obuin  a  cargo,  with  which  cargo, 
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wbererer  procured,  the  «aid  skip  was  directed  to 
returo  (o  Bostoo,  ddIcsb,  before  the  vesEel  abould 
qaii  (be  iile  of  France  or  Bacavia,  a  peace  should 
lake  place  b  Europe,  in  which  event  she  was  or- 
dered to  proceed  to  FHlmouth,  in  England,  and  to 
conform  nerself  to  the  orders  of  her  owner's  cor- 
respondenti  in  London.  All  the  papers  on  board 
shofred  these  facts ;  and  sach,  and  such  onlf ,  was 
the  properly  and  destination  of  the  vessel  and 
her  ladiog.    Id  a  memorandum  relating  lo  the 

Jnrehase  of  the  cargo,  given  tu  ihe  Hopetcargo, 
e  was  reminded  not  to  forget  to  insert  in  the 
manifest,  after  the  aiiival  of  the  vessel  in  the 
tide  waters  of  Boston,  the  words  "  and  Embden," 
viz:  From  the  isle  of  France,  or  Baiavia,  to 
Boston  "  and  Embden,"  as  ibis  would  not  deprive 
the  corners  of  the  privilege  of  unloading  wholly 
in  Boston.  The  oVjecI  of  this  request  was,  in 
case  of  peace,  to  avoid  an  expense  and  inconve- 
nience which  Mr.  Bears,  the  principal  owner  of 
this  ship  and  cargo,  suffered  at  the  lost  peace, 
viz:  the  uolosdiog  of  the  entire  cargo  of  b  vessel 
called  the  Arab,  from  India,  in  the  port  of  Bos- 
ton, which,  under  the  then  existing  cirrumataa- 
ce8,vlz:  a  state  of  peace, he  inclined  to  send  im- 
mediately to  Europe,  but  which  he  would  not 
have  contemplated  had  not  peace  taken  place, 
and  wbich  he  did  not  anticipate  when  Ihe  vessel 
sailed  from  Boston,  as  he  did  not  foresee  a  terrai- 
natiOD  of  the  war;  snch  being  the  construction 
put  by  the  collector  of  the  port  of  Boston  and 
Charleslown,  on  the  laws  in  force,  when  the 
vessels  referred  to  arrived,  and  when  the  Indus 
sailed  in  1S04.  The  expense  of  unloading  and 
reloading  this  vessel  would  have  amounted  to 
several  thousand  dollars,  and  in  case  of  the  law 
being  at  her  arrival  as  when  she  sailed,  and  of  a 
peace  in  Europe,  and  the  owners  sending  her 
there,  ( in  which  event  alone  did  ibey  ever  enter- 
tain the  least  intention  of  not  closing  the  voyags 
in  America,)  this  expense  might  have  been  saved. 
With  thisprDper[y,Bnd  under  these  instructions^ 
the  Indus  proceeded  on  her  voyage  to  the  Isle  ot 
France :  not  being  able  to  procure  a  cargo  there, 
-  she  went  to  Batavia^  where  she  loaded  with  the 
proceeds  of  her  specie  aodoneset  of  her  bills.  In 
the  prosecution  of  her  voyage,  from  Batavia  to 
Boston,  theship  was  so  damaged  by  storms,  that  she 
was  obliged  to  put  into  ibe  [sle  of  France,  where 
she  was  condemned  as  no  longer  seaworthy ;  the 
cargo  was  taken  out,  a  new  vessel  purchased  by 
the  supercargo,  which  he  named  the  Indus  ;  and 
such  of  the  articles  as  were  on  board  the  former 
Indus,  and  not  damaged,  were  re-shipped  in  the 
new  Indus;  these  articles,  together  with  some 
tea,  taken  on  freight  for  certain  citizens  of  Boston, 
there  to  be  landed,  composed  her  entire  cargo. 
With  this  property,  she  was  within  a  few  days'  sail 
of  ber  destined  port  of  Boston,  in  the  latitude  and 
longitude  aforesaid,  when  she  was  captured  by  the 
Cambrian,  and  sent  to  Halifax  and  condemned,  as 
before  mentioned. 

The  assumed  ground  of  condemnation  was,  as 
the  underwriters  are  informed,  that  the  direction 
to  insert  the  words  "and  Embden,"  after  the  arrival 
of  the  vessel  in  the  port  of  Boston,  disclosed  an  in- 


tention in  the  owners  to  continue  the  voyage  to 
Europe,  wberess,  tbe  only  object  was  to  reserve 
to  themselves  tbe  right  to  obviate  any  abjection 
from  the  custom-house  here,  to  her  proceeding 
tbither,  in  the  event  of  a  peace  between  the  pres- 
ent belligerents 

Tbis  is  manifest  from  the  testimony  of  the  own- 
ers, and  is  confirmed  by  their  instructions  to  the 
conductors  of  this  voyage,  as  to  its  destination,  in 
case  of  a  peace  before  they  quitted  India.  Qa 
this  contingency  only  were  they  to  proceed  other- 
wise than  to  Boston.  The  reason  why  Mr.  Sears 
directed  the  words  "and  Embden,"  to  be  inserted. 
Is  obvious  from  what  he  suffered  in  the  case  of 
the  Arab,  as  related  by  himself  and  tbe  collector 
of  tbe  customs  ;  and  inat  it  was  onl^  in  the  event 
of  peace  that  he  contemplated  sending  to  Europe 
(he  vessel  and  cargo  to  which  bis  memorandum 
referred,  is  cun&rmed  by  his  former  practice  and 
course  of  trade,  viz:  during  tbe  last  ten  years  he 
has  been  engaged  in  voyages  to  India,  and  like- 
wise in  shipping  tbe  produce  of  the  East  and 
West  Indies  to  Europe;  and  in  no  case,  during 
tbe  existence  of  war,  nas  he  sent  to  Europe,  arti- 
cles imported  by  himself  in  (he  same  vessel  in 
which  they  were  brought  from  India.  Further, 
in  tbe  case  of  theship  Lydia,  which  arrived  from 
India  at  Boston,  in  tbe  summer  of  1804,  and  on 
board  which  vessel  there  was  the  like  instructioa 
as  in  the  Indus,  which  instruction  was  complied 
with  by  the  master ;  yet  as  the  war  continued, 
on  her  arrivd  at  Boston,  ne  sold  the  whole  cargo 
to  a  merchant  of  this  town,  and  also  that  of  the 
Indus,  in  the  voyage  preceding  the  one  in  wbich 
she  was  lost,  wherein  the  like  precaution  was  also 
taken,  and  for  the  like  purpose;  hut  as  it  was  war 
,when  she  arrived,  the  voyage  terminated  here. 
Thus,  sir,  in  this  case,  there  exists  tbe  most  plen- 
ary evidence,  that  the  voyage  which  (he  IndUi 
was  performing,  when  captured,  was  direct  from 
Batavia  to  Boston,  there  to  terminate.  A  trade 
[Krfeclly  legal,  not  only  in  the  understanding  of 
the  owners,  but  so  acknowledged,  admitted,  and 
declared  by  Great  Britain,  In  her  practice,  for  lea 
yeas  past,  in  her  instructions  to  her  cruisers,  in  the 
decrees  of  ber  courts,  and  in  tbe  rules  and  prin- 
ciples advanced  by  her  judges  in  promulgating 
their  decrees. 

The  principle  understood  lo  be  assumed  by 
Qreai  Briuiin  is,  that,  in  time  of  war,  a  trade  be- 
tween two  independent  nations,  one  neutral  and 
the  other  belligerent,  is  unlawful  in  tbe  neutral, 
if  the  same  trade  was  not  allowed  and  practised  in 
time  of  peace.  Tbis  principle,  thoueh  assumed 
by  Great  Britain,  is  now,  ana  always  has  been  re- 
sisted ns  unsound,  by  every  oiher  nation.  She 
always  assumes  a  fact,  that  the  trade  with  a  col- 
ony has  always  been  conSned,  exclusively,  to  ships 
of  tbe  parent  country.  In  virtue,  therefore,  of 
~'  '    ~   lumption  of  prmciple  and  fact,  she  [jeema 


tral  with  the 
However,  in  the  last  war,  she  so  far  modified  her 
principle,  as  to  assent  lo  the  lawfulness  of  tbe  voy- 
age of  a  neutral,  if  direct  between  tbe  ports  of  the 
neutral  and  tlie  colony  of  the  enemy ;  and  also  a 
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trade  in  such  colonial  articles  fTom  the  country 
«f  the  neutral  to  any  other  country,  eTen  to  the 
parent  country  of  &uch  colony.  proviJed  rucfa  ar- 
ticles were  imported,  bonajiae,  for  the  uae  of  the 
neutral,  and  there  purcha!>ed,  or  afterwards  shipped 
by  himself  L  aad  also  in  articles,  the  produce  of 
the  parent  Kingdom,  from  (he  oeutral  Slate  to  ibe 
colony  of  that  iDelropolitan  kingdom,  provided 
the  exporting  and  importing  were  bonajide  as  in 
the  other  case.  But  tnis  modiGcatioo  she  always 
-afiecteJ  to  consider  as  a  relaxation  of  her  strict 
lights,  and  from  this  consideration  assumed  great- 
■erauiboritiex  to  interfere  with  the  per  mil  ted  trade.. 
«s  she  would  say,  of  neutrals.* 

The  underwriters  have  therefore  thought  it  im- 
portant to  eiamine  how  far  the  doclrioe  is  sanc- 
tioned by  the  law  of  nations,  and  the  grounds  on 
which  it  is  supposed  to  rest  are  conformed  to,  or 
eoDtrarened  by,  the  practice  of  the  beliigerenis 
themselfes. 

This  principle  was  first  brought  forward  in  the 
war  of  1756,  aod  then  was  attempted  to  he  sup- 
ported on  the  doctrines  advanced  by  BynkersfaoeK. 
VoUj  sir,  to  whom  the  writings  of  this  emineDt 
civilian  are  doubtless  familiar,  must  be  aware  that 
the  rule  laid  down  hy  him  is  brought  forward  to 
•  very  different  purpose  ;  and  from  the  manner  in 
which  ha  treats  on  the  rights  of  neutrals,  and  the 
historical  fact  ijuoted  from  Livy,  to  illustrate  and 
Mnction  the  principle  asserted,  shows  thai  it  can 
by  no  means  warrant  the  proceedings  which  it 
\^3  heen  attempted  to  justify;  aad'that  there  is 
no  analogy  between  the  case  cited,  and  that  of  the 
m^e  peaceable  trade  of  a  aeutrai  with  a  bellige- 
rent, in  articles  not  contraband  of  war,  nor  to  pla- 
ces under  blockade. 

His  general  position  it,  that  whalerer  Datiooa 
had  the  power  and  faculty  to  do  in  tima  of  peace, 
they  have  the  right  to  do  in  time  of  war;  except 
that  they  hare  not  a  right  to  carry  to  either  of 
two  enemies  articles  contraband  of  war,  or  to 
trade  to  blockaded  places,  because  this  would  be 
to  intermeddle  in  the  war. 

The  author  hefore  cited  is  the  principal,  if  not 
the  only  one,  whose  opinions  are  adduced,  as  ca- 
pable of  aSbrding  support,  or  in  any  way  btAriog 
apon  this  doctrine.  Au  authority,  howerer,  to 
interrupt  the  trade  of  a  neutral  at  war,  which 
it  was  not  free  to  carry  on  in  peace,  is  assumed  as 
a  legitimate  consequence  of  his  acknowledged 
riehts.  The  law  of  nations  not  only  prescribes 
ttues  for  the  conduct,  and  supports  the  rights  of 
nations  at  war,  but  also  contains  regulations  and 
principles  by  which  the  rights  of  such  as  remain 
at  peace  are  protected  and  defined. 

The  intercourse  between  independent  nations 
must  exclusively  rest  on  the  laws  which  such 
nations  may  choose  to  establish.  This  is  a  natu- 
ral consequence  of  the  equality  and  independence 
of  nations.  Each  may  make  such  commercial 
and  other  internal  regulations  as  it  thinks  proper. 
It  may  open  its  whole  trade  to  all  foreign  nations, 
or  admit  them  only  to  a  part ;  it  may  indulge  one 


nation  in  such  a  commerce,  and  not  othoe ;  it  may 
admit  them  atonetime,  and  refusethem  at  another; 
''  mayrestrict  its  trade  to  cettain  partBof  tea  domia- 


ions. and  refuse theentrance of  strangov in toothera. 
In  this  respect  it  has  a  right  to  consult  oolf  its 
own  convenience;  and  wnatever  it  shall  choose 


admit  tooiberik  may  be  enjoyed  by  them  with- 
out consulting  a  third  Power.  Qrcat  Britain  acts 
upon  this  principle;  at  one  time  she  execatei  her 
navigation  law  with  strictness ;  at  other  times  she 
relaxea  most  of  its  regulations,  according  to  the 
estimate  she  forms  of  advantage  or  disadvantage 
to  be  derived  from  itf  execution  or  retazaiioa ; 
neither  does  she  allow  the  competence  of  any  for- 
eign Power  to  call  in  question  her  right  so  to  doi. 
In  time  of  peace,  she  compels  a  strict  adherence 
10  the  principles  and  letter  of  her  navigatioa  act ; 
in  time  of  war,  she  suspends  most  of  ita  provisions, 
and  to  this  she  is  doubtless  indoced  by  the  para- 
mount interest  of  manuing  her  nary,  wherebf 
she  is  enabled  to  employ  a  greater  number  of  sea- 
men in  her  own  defence,  and  to  destroy  theeon- 
merce  of  ber  foes. 

In  consequence  of  a  superiority,  derived  in  some 
degree  from  this  relaxation,  Kngland  is  rendered 
an  entrepot  for  receiving  and  supplying  all  the 
products  of  the  world ;  and  after  reaping  a  eon- 
siderable  revenue  from  the  merchanaiae  thns  ia- 
iTodnced,  she  furnishes  not  only  the  coniinsDi  of 
Europe  generally,  but  her  oam  enemy,  with  suBh 
articles  as  are  wanted,  many  of  which  )>he  pre- 
vents his  receiring  in  the  ordinary  eoorse. 

The  other  nations  of  Europe,  possessing  foreign 
coloDies,  and  inftuenced  by  motives  of  eonrrai- 
ence,  certainly  not  by  considerations  of  a  higiter 
nature  than  actuate  Oreat  Britain,  find  their  «A- 
rantage  in  a  similar  change  of  their  commerciat 
systems. 

The  mere  circunuUnee  that  the  ianocuu  prop- 
erty of  a  neutral  is  eneaged  in  a  trade  permitted 
now,  though  prohibited  at  a  former  period,  is  in 
itself  ^rfecily  innocent,  and  does  not  seem  capa- 
ble of  interfering  with  the  rights,  or  jnstifying  the 
complaints  of  a  third  Power. 

Tne  ordinary  ptdley  of  a  nation  may  be  to 
encourage  the  manufacinra  or  growth  of  a  certain 
article  within  its  own  dominions,  and  for  this  end 
may  prohibit  or  restrict  the  importation  of  the 
like  articles  from  other  countries.  Does  the  re- 
peal or  suspension  of  such  restriction  confer  any 
right  to  impede  (he  transportation,  by  a  third,  of 
the  article,  the  prohibition  whereof  is  saspended? 
Because  the  corn  lawt  of  a  nation  operate  three 
years  in  fire,  as  a  prohibition  to  the  importation 
of  all  corn,  can  it  be  inferred  that  a  friendly  Pow- 
er should  abstain  from  carrying  its  surplui  con 
to  market  7  Has  any  belligerent  a  right  to  stop 
the  corn  owned  by  neutral  merchants  on  the  way 
to  its  enemy,  whose  crops  have  failed,  and  prohi- 
bitory laws  have  been  repealed  1  The  simple  state 
of  the  case,  that  the  trade,  though  illegal  in  peaeci 
is  legal  in  war,  decides  the  ooestion. 

Recourse  is  therefore  had  to  another  principle, 
in  order  to  render  that  unlawful,  which  on  every 
gronnd  of  the  equality  and  independence  oS  db- 
itoDs,  is  lawfuL 
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The  bellif«Teat  has  a  right  to  distress  the  per- 
son and  property  of  his  enemy,  and  iherebf  cam- 
pel  a  satnuiMion  to  his  demand,  and  for  this  pur- 
pose he  may  use  all  the  meaas  in  hia  power. 

By  iDterraptTDg  the  trade  of  neatrals  which  ii 
open  to  [hem  in  war,  and  was  prohibited  in  peace. 
the  belligerent  distresses  bin  enemy,  lessens  hit 
revenne,  aod  nrerenis  the  exerciae  of  bit  com- 
mercial capital  and  the  employment  of  his  mer- 
ehants.and  deprives  him  of  tbe  enjoyment  of  those 
articles  which  administer  to  his  comfort  and  cou- 
TeoJence;  therefore,  such  interrupIioD  is  lawful. 

An  obvioDs  answer  to  this  reasoning  is,  that  it 
prores  too  much,  and  is  fauaded  on  a  principle  so 
comprehensiTe  as  to  embrace  all  trade  between 
neutrals  and  a.  nation  at  war.  If  it  distresses  a 
nation  to  interrupt  that  commerce,  which  has  be- 
come lawful  since  the  war,  it  would  distress  him 
much  Htore  to  cut  off  all  trade,  thit  which  was 
allowed  in  time  of  peace,  as  well  as  that  which 
was  not ;  and  the  same  reason  which  is  used  to 
authorixa  an  inierru[itioo  of  the  one,  would  as 
well  justify  the  other.  Indeed,  we  have  sereral 
(hues  seen  the  like  doctrine  extended  this  length  in 
tbe  beat  of  contest ;  but  no  instance  has  occurred 
of  an  attempt  to  vindicate  it  in  lime  of  peace;  for 
the  legality  of  a  trade  in  innocent  articles,  to  a 
place  not  blockaded,  and  the  right  of  the  neutral 
to  carry  il  on,  depends  eniirelyon  the  laws  of  the 
two  coautries  between  which,  and  by  whose  in- 
habitants, it  is  prosecnied,  and  in  no  degree  on 
tbecansent  of  the  belligerent.  If  this  argument  of 
diaiTcss,  combined  with  that  of  an  unaccustomed 
trade,  abould  be  admitted  in  all  its  latitude,  no 
trade  with  belluereots  would  be  legal  to  neatrals. 
The  enemies  orOreai  Britain  would  be  disposed 
to  altribate  much  weight  to  a  consideration  of  the 
pecoliar  adrantages  which  a  Power  conslitated 
as  hers  may  be  snpposed  to  derire,  and  such  evils 
as  she  may  be  presumed  to  prevent  by  the  relax- 
ation of  her  commercial  Bystem.  A  coDtinentBl 
Power  may  derive  some  accommodation  and  some 
convenience  from  relaxing  her  commercial  regu- 
lations ;  bat  nothing  essential  to  her  safely,  no- 
thing, ai  was  demonstrated  in  the  last  war,  mate- 
rially affecting  the  great  objects  of  the  contest. 
She  might  obtain  the  articles  of  Enst  and  West 
India  prodoce  a  little  cheaper  by  these  means, 
than  if  compelled  to  procure  them  by  her  own 
ships,  or  through  the  medium  of  her  enemy;  for 
it  is  a  circumstance  which  very  much  impairs  the 
argument  of  distressing  the  foe,  that  in  modem 
wars  it  is  the  practice  of  commercial  nations, 
notwithstanding  they  respectively  capture  each 
other's  property,  to  open  their  ports  for  the  e«- 
chauge  of  their  merchandise,  by  the  assisiauce  of 
neutrals,  and  in  this  way  afford  (he  succor  they 
mutuallv  need,  ll  will,  however,  be  said  that  it 
is  not  tbe  trade  between  neutral  countries  and 
tbe  metropotitan  dominious  of  Europe  which  is 
deemediltegal.bnl  the  trade  of  Deutrals  with  their 
colonies.  It  is  not  easy  to  perceive  tbe  grounds 
on  which  this  distinction  rests,  but  without  com- 
plaining of  an  excepiionaUe  rule,  because  the 
practice  under  it  is  not  as  extensive  %a  its  princi- 
ple might  be  supposed  to  warrant,  it  may  be 


eiamined  in  the  case  to  which  it  is  applied. 
The  argument  of  distressing  the  enemy  is  ad- 
duced to  vindicate  the  inierrupiion  of  tbe  trade 
of  neutrals  with  enemies'  colonies.  This  distress 
can  be  inflicted  in  two  ways;  by  depriving  the 
cokrny  of  the  necessary  supplies,  or  ihe  parent 
country  of  the  colony  productions.  To  supply 
the  enemies' colonies  is  now  considered  legal,  pro- 
vided it  be  done  from  the  neutral  country.  The 
argument,  therefore,  of  disiresp,  is  narrowed  dowit 
to  a  mete  trifle;  to  the  addition  of  a  fraction  IQ 
the  price  of  the  arlicle  supplied  to  the  parent  coun- 
try ;  for,  so  far  as  respects  the  supply  of  tbe  etA- 
ony  and  the  finding  a  market  for  iis  produce,  and 
the  arguments  dowing  from  thence,  these,  surely 
the  most  plausible  on  the  score  of  inflicting  dia- 
tress,  are  utterly  abandoned.  But  further,  the 
same  commercial  spirit  which  has  been  before  no- 
ticed, leads  the  great  naiioos  oi  Europe  themselves 
to  contribute  to  those  vetv  supplies,  the  depriving 
the  enemy  whereof  is  alleged  as  a  justification 
for  interrupting  the  trade  of  neutrals.  Not  only 
a  trade  in  Europe,  but  a  regular  and  authorized 
trade,  to  the  extent  of  every  necessary  and  almost 
every  other  supply,  was  carried  on  during  the  last 
war  between  the  British  and  Spanish  colonies; 
and  instances  have  again  and  again  occurred,  and 
before  the  close  of  the  late  war  ceased  to  be  con* 
lidered  as  extraordinary,  where  the  cargoes  of 
neutial  vessels  bound  to  the  Spanish  colonies  were 
seized  by  the  British,  and  condemned  in  Ihe  vice- 
admiralty  courts,  on  pretence  that  the  trade  was 
illegal ;  and  the  articles  thus  stopped  and  made 
prize  of  under  the  plea  of  distressing  the  enemy, 
were  shipped  on  board  a  Spanish  or  British  ves- 
sel BDpplied  with  a  Brirish  license,  and  aeni  to  the 
original  port  <^  their  destitution.  Surely  sneb  s 
mode  of  distrewing  the  enemy  may  be  more  pro- 
perly  denominated  distressing  the  neutral,  for  tbe 
purpose  of  supplying  the  enemy  at  tbe  exclusive 
profit  of  the  belligerent. 

Such,  sir,  are  some  of  the  observations  which 
these  genilemen  make  on  the  difference  between 
the  practice  and  avowed  principles  of  bellieerenta, 
and  the  unavoidable  consequences  of  sucn  prin- 
ciples, and  which  satisfy  their  minds  that,  accord- 
ing to  the  practice  of  belligerents  themselves, 
there  is  no  foundation  for  the  arguments  raised  on 
pretence  of  distressing  the  enemy,  aitd  that  int«t- 
rnpting  a  trade  In  war,  because  not  exercised  in 
peace,  is  inconsistent  with  the  equality  and  inde- 
pendence of  nations,  and  an  iofriDgement  on  their 
perfect  rights.  It  is  also  evident,  that  the  wanli 
and  interests  of  all  nations  at  war,  even  of  ihoae 
who  possess  the  most  powerful  and  commercial 
military  navy,  require  them  to  cantradici  in  their 
own  practice  those  principles  which  are  arowad 
in  iurtifieation  of  the  injuries  they  inflict  on  neu- 

To  support  this  doctrine,  it  is  also  necessary 
to  assume  as  true,  that  all  trade  and  intercourse 
between  the  colonies  of  the  different  Europeaa 
Powers  and  other  countries,  have  been  constantly 
and  uniformlv  interdicted  in  time  of  peace,  and 
that  such  colonies  depended  exclusively  on  the 
metropoliun  kingdom  for  supplies  of  every  ki*d. 
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That  aolhiDji  could  be  received  bf  ar  ffooi  them 
but  ibrou^h  tbe  niolher  couotry;  except  irheo 
the  OTerpowerin;;  force  oT  the  public  enemy  bad 
preveoted  all  such  communicalioD.  This  sun- 
pOEedeiclusivelrade.soconGdeDlIf  assumed,  will. 
OD  examination,  be  found  subject  to  man;  Picep- 
tioDS.  Ii  it  well  known  that  some  of  the  British 
West  India  colonies,  during  the  commotion  wbicb 
exi«led  in  Eoglaad  in  consequence  of  the  dira- 

fTeement  between  Charles  ibe  First  and  his  Par- 
iament,  exported  ibeir  produce  to  Europe  by 
Duicb  ships,  mBnoed  with  Dutch  seamen,  and 
that  the  navieatlon  act  originated  in  the  double 
view  of  punishing  some  of  these  colonies,  who  had 
discovered  an  aitachment  tu  the  cause  of  defeated 
royalty,  and  of  curtailing  the  means  enjoyed  by 
the  Dutch  of  increasing  their  wealth,  influence, 
and  power.  An  inleteourse  has  always  been  ad- 
mitted ;  at  some  times  very  restrained ;  at  others 
more  extended,  as  suited  tbe  caprice  of  ttie  Qov- 
emors,  or  as  the  necessity  of  the  colonies  required. 
Until  a  period  subsequent  to  the  Treaty  of 
Dttecht,  France  seems  to  have  paid  no  attention 
to  her  West  India  oolooiee.  Previous  to  that  time 
they  do  not  appear  to  have  enjoyed  any  constant 
correspondence  or  direct  intercourse  with  tbe 
mother  country ;  and  at  all  times,  as  well  before 
as  since  the  independence  of  the  continental 
colonies  of  Great  Britaia,  a  direct  trade  has  ex 
isted  betweeu  tbe  colonies  of  France  and  those  of 
Great  Briuin  in  the  West  Indies,  and  also  with 
tbe  settlements  on  the  continent  of  North  Amer- 


Oreat  Britain,  prior  to  the  independence  of  the 
United  Slates,  had  less  occasion  to  admit  the  en- 
try  of  vessels  and  merchandise  from,  or  the  export 
of,  the  produce  of  her  colonies  to  any  Other  tnan 
her  own  dominions:  yet  instances  are  not  want- 
ing of  the  relaxation  of  her  navigation  act  for 
both  purposes,  and  in  tbe  year  1739  a  bill  passed 
the  Parliament,  allowing  the  sugar  colonies,  for 
>  limited  time,  to  export  their  produce  to  foreign 
ports.  In  fact,  colonies  depending  on  other  coun- 
Uies  for  theii  supplies,  and  at  a  distance  from  their 
parent  country,  must,  at  tims,  admit  the  inter- 
course of  foreigners,  or  suffer  the  greatest  impov- 
erishment and  distress.  It  will  not  be  denied, 
that  the  British  provinces  in  the  West  Indies  de- 
pend, in  a  great  measure,  if  not  altogether,  on  tbe 
United  States,  for  tbeir  corn.  True  it  is, that  the 
shipment  is  generally  made  in  the  British  vessels ; 
but  should  tbe  United  States  deem  it  for  their  in- 
terest, to  insist  on  its  being  transported  thither  in 
American  ships,  it  is  not  eertaia  that  the  conve- 
nience, not  tu  say  the  necessities  of  the  colonies, 
vould  not  render  an  acquiescence  advisable.  The 
fact  is,  in  regard  to  the  colonies  in  tbe  West  In- 
dies, whether  belonging  to  France  or  Great  Brit- 
ain, that  tbe  monopoly  has  not  been,  and,  in  the 
nature  of  things  never  can  be  very  stricL  con- 
stant, and  exclusive.  Tbe  United  States  always 
have  enjoyed,  and,  without  hazarding  much,  one 
may  pronounce  with  confidence,  that  they  always 
must  enjoy  a  direct  intercourse  with  their  colo- 
sies,  however  adverse  tu  tbe  dispositions  or  sDp- 


;[ised  interest  of  the  parent  countries  in  Baropc. 
'hus  stands  the  fact  of  an  accustomed  trade  in 
lime  or  peace  as  relates  to  the  West  Indies.  la 
regard  to  the  East  Indies,  it  is  certain  that  the 
United  States  havealvraysgone  freely  to  tbe  Brit- 
ish settlements  there,  and  it  is  believed  that  the 
vessels  of  our  country  were  the  first  to  export  su- 
gars from  Bengal, and  that  their  ex portat ions  have 
augmented  immensely  the  culture  of  that  article 
in  that  country.  To  many  of  tbe  Dutch  settle- 
ments oar  vessels  have  gone  with  hut  little  inter- 
ruption ;  and  to  some  of  these,  and  to  tbe  French 
possessions,  more  especially  to  tbe  isles  of  Fraace 
and  Bourbon,  the  trade  of  the  United  Siatea  has 
been  constant,  uninterrtipted,  and  increasing,  era' 
since  the  year  1794.  It  is  difficult,  then,  sir,  for 
tbeae  gentlemen  to  conceive  how  the  doctrine  of 
the  fact  assumed  by  Great  Britain  can  be  sup- 
ported by  the  law  of  nations,  or  reconciled  to  the 
traib. 

Moreover,  Great  Britain  professes  that  the  de- 
cisions of  her  Admiralty  Courts  are  always  regu- 
lated by  the  law  of  nations ;  that  they  do  not  bead 
to  particular  circnmstances,  nor  aregnidedby  the 
orders  or  instructions  of  the  Gkiveniineni.     The 

f principles  of  this  law  are  immutabte;  being 
Dunded  on  truth  and  justice,  they  are  ever  the 
same.  Now,  it  appears  from  toe  practice  of  Great 
Britain  herself,  that  in  the  war  of  1744,  and  in 
that  which  was  concluded  in  178^  whether  the 
trade  was  an  accustomed  one  in  time  of  peace, 
made  no  part  of  the  discussion,  nor  was  it  pre- 
tended that  the  trade  having  been  proaecDtea  in 
peace,  subjected  the  vessel  ar  cargo  to  forfeiture 
in  war.  It  seems  more  like  the  offspring  of  her 
pre-eminent  power  on  the  ocean  in  the  two  wars 
of  1756,  and  that  which  lately  ended,  than  the 
legitimate  doctrine  of  right  and  justice.  In  the 
war  of  1756  Dutch  vessels,  by  special  lieeuae 
from  France,  were  permitted  to  export  the  pro- 
duce of  the  French  colonies.  These  were  cap- 
tured and  condemned,  on  the  ground  that,  by 
adoption,  they  bad  become  French  vessels.  Af- 
terward the  properly  was  carried  loMonie  Christi, 
and  cnorled  thence  in  Dutch  veasels.  Feriicn- 
lar  trades  anikespecial  privileges  were  also  allow- 
ed by  France,  to  vessels  belonging  to  ciiizens  of 
Amsterdam,  as  a  gratification  for  their  pecoliar 
exertions  to  induce  tbe  Sladtbolder  to  take  part 
with  France  against  Great  Britain.  Veaaels  and 
tbeir  cargoes,  so  circumstanced,  were  captured 
and  condemned  by  the  British,  and  this  prmcipLe 
was  then  brought  forward  to  justify  tbeir  condoct, 
as  covering  in  their  courts  alt  tbe  eases  by  a  rule 
as  extensive  as  waa  tbe  powerand  cupidity  of  tbeir 

In  tbe  war  for  the  Independence  of  America, 
this  principle,  set  op  for  the  first  time  in  that 
whicn  preceded  it,  and  contrary  to  former  prac- 
tice, was  abandoned.  This  is  exemplified  in  the 
following  case,  viz:  a  vessel  bound  from  Mar- 
seilles to  Martinico  and  back  again,  was  taken  on 
tbe  outward  voyase  ;  the  Vice  Admiralty  Court 
at  Antigua  gave  half  freight.  On  apgieaL  the 
Lords  of  Appeal  gave  tbe  whole.  It  is  said,  in 
answer  to  this,  that  France  opened  her  colonies, 
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and  Ihougb  it  wft«  daring  the 
yet  it  was  the  profpssion  of  always  keeping  them 
so,  bat  was  afterward  found  delusive.  The  Lords 
of  Appeal,  howeTer,  iD  the  case  of  the  Danish  ves- 
sel, could  Dot  have  acted  upon  such  grounds:  for 
their  deciRion  was  in   1786,  three  yeara  after  the 

CBce,  and  after  ii  was  manifest,  if  any  doubt  had 
fore  existed,  thai  the  geaeral  opening  of  (be 
trade  between  ihe  colanies  and  the  molher  cdud- 
try  to  foreigners,  was  r  temporary  expedient,  and 
dep«ndeDt  on  the  duration  of  the  war.  The  claim 
before  ihem  was  merely  eqoiiable,  being  for 
freight  of  that  part  of  the  voyage  which  had  not 
been  performed,  and  to  obtain  wliich,  the  party 
claiming  is  butiod  to  show  that  he  has  oneod- 
ed  no  law,  and  interfered  with  no  risbtsof  the 
hellieerent. 

What  renders  the  condoct  of  Great  Britain 
peculiarly  injurious  to  the  merchants  of  our 
country  at  this  lime  is  the  extension  of  this  offen- 
sive doctrine,  contrarv  to  her  own  express  and 
public  decluration  of  the  law  during  the  last  war: 
for  it  was  then  declared,  that  the  importation  from 
an  enemy's  colony  to  the  country  to  which  the 
ship  belonged,  and  the  subsequent  exporiaiion, 
was  lawfulj  and  so  of  properly,  the  produce  of 
the  parent  couoiry,  going  from  the  United  State" 
to  the  colony — Vide  cases  of  Immanuel  and  Pol- 
ly, in  Robinson's  Admiralty  Reports  before  cited. 
Whereas,  property  (foiog  from  the  United  Slates, 
the  produce  of  an  enemy's  countrv.  to  her  colony, 
although  bona  jide  imported  ana  landed  in  the 
United  Slates,  and  exported  on  the  sole  account 
and  risk  of  the  American  merchant,  is  now  taken 
and  condemned  on  the  ground  that  the  same  per- 
son and  vessel  imported  and  exported  the  same 
articles;  end  thus,  by  an  arbitrary  ioterpretaiion 
of  the  intentioD  of  the  merchant,  the  second  voy- 
age is  adjudged  to  be  a  continuance  of  the  first. 
If  ihisnew  and  extraordinary  doctrine  of  conti- 
nuity b  maintained  on  the  part  of  Qreat  Britain, 
and  acquiesced  in  by  the  United  States,  a  very 
large  property,'  now  afloat,  may  be  subject  to  con- 
demnation, and  it  must  follow  that  an  eitensive 
trade,  wbieb  has  been  carried  on  with  great  ad- 
vantage by  the  United  States  for*  these  twelve 
years,  and  admitted  to  be  lawful,  will  be  totally 
annihilated. 

The  Indus  and  cargo  have  been  condemDcd  od 
tbe  mere  possibility  that  tbe  same  mishi  go  to 
Europe  from  Bostoo  in  case  of  a  peace,  in  which 
event  Great  Britain  could  pretend  to  no  authority 
10  qaeslion  the  voyage  she  should  make. 

Now,  to  adopt  a  principle  of  dubious  right  in 
its  own  nature,  and  then  to  extend  such  principle 
to  a  further  restriction  of  the  trade  of  the  neutral, 
without  notice,  is  spreading  a  snare  to  entrap  tbe 
property  and  defeat  the  acknowledged  right*  to 
which  be  is  entitled. 

Such  are  ils  efiects,  both  on  the  individual  own- 
ers of  this  property,  as  welt  as  on  the  underwri- 
ters. For  Mr.  Sears  and  Mr.  Chapman,  in  plao- 
oing  this  voyage,  and,  indeed,  in  every  one  tbey 
ever  prosecuted,  have  endeavored  to  ascertain 
what  the  law  authorized  them  to  do,  as  that  law 
was  understood  and  practised  by  the  belligerenU, 


and  for  this  purpose  ihey  examined  the  orders  to 
the  British  cruisers,  (he  adjudications  in  the  Brit- 
ish courts  during  the  la&t  war,  and  conceiteid 
themselves  clearly  within  even  the  narrowest  lim- 
its to  which  Great  Britain  professed  lo  circum- 
scribe the  trade  of  neutrals.  The  underwriters, 
also,  have  been  uniformly  guided,  in  insuring 

Eroperty,  by  the  rules  declared  and  promulgated 
y  the  belligerents  themselves.  In  the  present 
case  they  considered  (hat,  according  to  the  clear- 
est  evidence  of  those  rules,  they  incurred  no  risk 
from  British  cruisers. 

Should,  then,  Great  Britaio  underiake  to  pre- 
sume that  the  law  would  authorize  tbe  interrup- 
lioD  of  such  a  trade,  these  genilemeo  chduoi  bring 
themselves  to  believe  ihat,  under  even  »uch  im- 
pressions of  her  rights,  she  would  so  far  forget 
what  is  due  to  hei  ibrmer  understanding  of  the 
law,  and  to  the  encouragement  eiven  lo  such  a 
commerce,  as,  without  notice  of  ner  altered  seu- 
liments,  to  seize  and  confiscate  the  property  of 
those  who  had  so  conformed  their  voyages  to  rules 
pronounced  by  herself. 
I  have  the  honor  lo  be,  dtc. 

C.  GORE. 


BOBTOK,  JVor.  86,  1805. 

Sir:  Since  making  the  statement  herewith  en- 
closed, the  underwriters  God  themselves  called 
upon  to  represent  a  new  cause  of  complaint, 
founded  on  a  still  further  extension  of  the  princi- 
ple before  remarked  on,  and  which  is  now  made 
the  ground  of  condemoing  property  going  lo  Eu- 
rope merely  because  it  is  imported  into  the  United 
Stales,  and  exported  hy  the  same  person,  although 
it  has  been  landed  and  subjected  lo  the  payment 
of  duties  here,  and  was,  transporting  in  aooiber 
vessel  and  belonging  lo  different  owners. 

It  is  the  case  of  property  belonging  lo  ibe  same 
Mr.  Sears,  who  shipped  sundry  goods  (some  of 
them  imported  by  himself  in  various  vessels,  and 
others  purchased  here)  on  hoard  the  Gieo^ie 
Washington,  Captain  Porter,  a  general  freighting 
ship  bound  for  Amsterdam  from  Boston. 

That  vessel  has  been  captured,  and  the  property 
imported  aod  thus  exported,  has  been  condemned 
in  London.    This  is  also  abaodoaed  to  the  un- 


This  proceeding  of  the  British  has  been  so  OD- 
foreseen  and  unexpected  by  even  the  most  prudent 
and  circumspect,  that  very  serious  and  general 
coDsequeoces  are  to  be  apprehended  in  this  pad  of 

Should  the  facts  related  in  the  statement  of  tbe 
case  .of  tbe  Indus,  or  of  the  Qeorge  Washingtoa 
now  meniioned,  require  any  further  veriGcaiion 
than  what  accompanies  these  papers,  and  you  will 
please  to  notify  me  thereof,  I  will  endeavor  to 
supply  the  same. 

I  have  Ihe  honor  lo  he,  &c. 

C.  GORE. 

James  Madison,  Esq. 

Secretary  cf  State. 
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Mabihe  iMBnnAHcE  Cokpa.nt, 
New  Yohk.  May  15,  1805. 

Sir:  Oa  the  trial  of  several  vessels,  taken  on 
Ibeir  voyage  from  this  port  to  Curacaa,  the  en- 
closed ceni&CBle  from  Admiial  Duckworlb  was 
adduced  as  evidence  of  the  blockade  of  that  isl- 
and, and  had,  withoul  doubt,  great  ioflueuee  in 
their  eondemnatioQ.  It  is  proper  lo  aay  that  no 
sach  blockade  was  ever  promulgated  or  known 
here;  neither  was  it,  as  is  nsual  in  such  cases, 
comniunicHted  to  the  masters  of  these  vessels; 
but,  on  the  coDtrary,  (hey  were  taken  possession 
of  and  sent  to  Jamaica,  and  there  condemned  as 
"  enemy's  property,"  As  our  public  offices  are 
deeply  interested  in  these  decisions,  it  becomes  ne- 
cessary for  us  to  know  whether  this  communica- 
tion was  ever  made  to  our  Government,  and,  if  so, 
in  what  light  it  was  received  or  considered,  for  on 
(his  will  our  success  on  the  appeals  depend  ;  and, 
that  you  may  have  a  correct  view  of  the  bosinexs, 
we  cover  you  the  masters'  protests  of  the  five  ves- 
sels wherein  we  are  more  immediately  concerned, 
from  which  the  facts  herein  stated  will  appear, 
and  on  which  we  request  youradvice and opmion 
for  our  government  in  accepting  or  rejecting  some 
overtures  made  us  by  the  captors  ;  and  on  this 
subject  it  is  proper  to  add,  that,  wlien  successful 
in  an  appeal,  we  sustain  great  injury  from  the  sale 
or  valuation  of  property.  This  arises  from  forced 
&ales,  or  appraisement  of  goods  not  adapted  to  the 
market,  aoa  is  a  subject  well  worth  ibe  attention 
of  the  Government.  We  will  illustrate  this  griev- 
ance by  a  recent  case.  A  vessel,  worth  seven 
thousand  dollars,  was  lately  sold  in  Jamaica  for 
one  thousand  ;  of  course,  our  recovery  is  limited 
to  this  sum. 

We  are,  with  great  respect,  sir,  the  Marine  Id- 
BUrance  Company  of  New  York,  by 

W.  NEILSdN,  Prmdmt. 

Jaues  Maoiboh,  Esq. 

CertiGcatc  of  th«  blockade  of  Cnracoa,  filed  July  30, 
1804. 

This  is  to  certify  to  whom  it  may  concern,  that 
I.  Sir  John  Thomas  Dnckwonh.  Knight  of  the 
Bath,  Vice  Admiral  of  the  Blue  Squadron,  and 
CommaDder-in-chief  of  His  Majesty's  ships  and 
vessels  emiiloyed  at  Jamaiea,  Bahama  Islands, 
and  seas  adjacent,  deeming  it  for  the  good  of  tbe 
King's  service,  and  for  the  annoyance  of  the  ene- 
my, did  direct  the  part  of  Amsterdam,  in  the  isl- 
and of  Curacoa,  to  be  blockaded  by  part  ol  the 
naval  force  under  my  orders;  and  that  notifica- 
tion of  such  blockade  be  transmitted  to  the  Brit- 
ish Minister  in  America,  and  to  the  Governors  of 
the  Danish  and  Swedish  islands,  also  of  Curacoa, 
and  other  Spanish  ports,  on  the  3d  day  of  March, 
1804.  And  I  do  further  certify,  that  the  receipt 
of  the  raid  notification  is  acknowledged  byine 
British  Minister,  and  that  it  was  communicated 
by  him  to  the  Government  of  the  United  Slates 
of  America  in  tbe  month  of  April  following. 

Given  under  my  hand,  on  board  His  Majesty's 
ship  Shark,  in  Port  Royal  harbor,  this  30lh  day  of 


United  States  or  America,  ) 
State  of  Nea  York,  (•*■ 

By  this  public  instrument,  be  it  known  to  *ll 
whom  the  same  doth  or  may  concern,  that  L  Sd- 
ward  W.  Laighi,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  the 
Sute  of  New  York,  by  letters  patent,  onder  the 
great  seal  of  the  said  State,  duly  cammisiioned 
and  sworn,  and  in  and  by  the  said  letters  patent 
invested  "with  full  power  and  authority  to  atl«st 
deeds,  wills,  testaments,  codicils,  agreements,  and 
other  instruments  in  writing,  and  to  adminisier 
any  oath  or  oaths  to  any  person  or  persons,"  do 
hereby  certify,  that,  on  ine  day  of  the  date  hereof. 
personalty  came  and  appeared  before  me  the  said 
notary,  at  the  city  of  New  York,  Abraham  S. 
Hallett,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  merchant,  one 
of  tbe  society  of  t^e  people  called  Quakers,  tbe 
person  named  in  the  annexed  affirmation,  who. 
being  by  me  duly  affirmed,  according  to  law,  did 
declare  and  affirm,  that  the  contents  of  the  said 
affirmation  subscribed  by  him  were  true. 

Whereof,  an  atlestatioo  being  required,  I  have 
granted  this,  under  my  notarial  firm  aud  seal- 
Done  at  the  city  of  New  York,  in  the  said  State 
of  New  York,  the  fourth  day  of  May,  in  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  five. 

E.  W.  LAIQHT,  Notary  PubOc. 

Uhiteu  States  of  Ambrioa,  )„ 
CUy  of  New  York,  X"' 

Abraham  8.  Hallett,  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
merchant,  being  duly  affirmed,  according  to  law, 
■aith,  that  tbe  annexed  instrument  of  writing  is  a 
true  and  accurate  copy  of  the  protest  which  this 
affirmant  received  from  Jamaica,  and  that  John 
Bell,  the  master  therein  mentioned,  is  not  at  prcs> 
ent  in  the  city  of  New  York;  and  he  further  taitlL 
that  he  was  the  tme  and  lavrful  owun  at  ths  brig 
Biilah  Haria,  and  of  her  general  cargo^  on  faec 
late  voyage;  and  that  no  person  whatever,  beiag 
a  subject  or  subjects  of  France,  or  of  the  DoiiM 
Provinces,  or  of  the  Batavian,  liftlian,  at  Li^- 
rian  Republics,  or  inhabitingany  of  theterritones 
of  Prance^  oi  of  the  United  Province*,  or  tbetaid 
Repablici,  nor  their  factors  nor  ageuti,  nor  any 
other  enemies  of  the  Crown  of  Great  BritatB. 
had,  at  the  time  of  the  capture  of  the  said  veneL 
any  right,  title,  or  interest,  either  directly  or  iadi- 
recliy,  in  and  to  the  Mid  brift  the  Bulab  Haria, 
her  tackle,  apparel,  and  furnitnTe,  or  in  the  cargo 
before-mentioned,  or  any  part  thereaf;  but  that 
the  said  brig  Bulah  Maria,  ber  tackle,  fnrvi- 
tnre,  amrounitioD,  and  apparel,  and  her  gen- 
eral cargo,  did,  at  the  time  of  the  sailing  of  the 
■aid  vessel  from  New  York,  and  at  tna  time 
of  the  captnre  thereof,  belong  to  this  affirm- 
ant, and  wonld  hare  so  belonged  to  him  in  caM 
tbe  said  vessel  had  arrived  in  safely  at  Curacoa. 
her  port  of  deslinalioD.  and  until  the  same  had 
been  there  sold  and  disposed  of,  for  and  on  the 
account  and  benefit  of  this  affirmant;  and  this 
affirmant  further  saith,  that  he  was  not,  at  the 
time  of  the  shipping  of  the  cargo  on  board  of  the 
■aid  vessel,  nor  at  any  time  a^er,  nor  is  he  at  pre- 
sent, engaged  in  any  partnenhip  iit  any  hooae  of 
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trade  beloDging  to  any  person  or  persona  eoeniies 
of  the  Crowa  of  Great  Britain,  residing  within 
aoy  of  the  teiritories  of  France,  or  of  the  United 
Provinces,  or  of  the  Batavian,  Italian,  or  Ligurian 
Remiblics;  and  he  further  saith,  that  he  is  bdbIQ- 
raJ  Wo  citizen  of  the  United  Slates  of  America, 
and  was,  at  the  time  of  the  sailing  of  the  said  vea- 
sel  on  (he  rof  age  before'inentianed,  and  still  is,  a 
resident  of  the  city  of  New  York :  and  this  af- 
firmant further  saith,  that,  vhen  he  despatched 
the  said  vessel  on  the  voyage  aforesaid,  he  did  not 
know  that  the  said  island  of  Curacoa  was  in  a 
state  of  blockade. 

ABRAHAM  9.  HALLETT. 
Affirmed,  the  4lh  Hay,  1B05,  before  tne, 

E.  W.  LAIGHT,  Notary  Publu:. 

Jamaica,  m: 

John  Bell,  at  present  of  the  city  and  parish  of 
Kingston,  in  the  county  of  Surry,  in  the  said  isl- 
and, master  marioer,  late  master  of  a  certain  brig 
or  vessel  called  the  Bukh  Maria,  and  Samuel  Sar- 
geant,  at  present  of  the  said  city  and  parish  of 
Kingston,  and  apprentice  to  the  said  Joan  Bell, 
and  lately  employed  in  that  capacity  on  board 
(he  said  brig,  being  duly  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evan- 
^lists  of  Almighty  Glad,  Beverally  and  respect- 
ively  make  oath  and  say,  that,  on  oi:  about  the 
25th  day  of  November  last  past,  they,  these  de- 
ponents, sailed  in  and  on  board  the  brig  Bnlah 
Maria,  from  the  port  of  New  York,  in  the  United 
Stales  of  North  America,  the  said  brig  b^ng 
cleared  out  and  bound  for  the  island  of  Curacoa, 
with  a  cargo  on  board  her,  consisting  of  provla- 
ions  and  a  few  other  atticlee,  consigned  to  Mr. 
Joseph  Ponike,  a  resident  merchant  at  the  said 
island  of  Curacoa :  and  these  depoaents  further 
severally  make  oath  and  aay,  that,  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  the  said  voyage,  to  wit,  on  or  abotii  the 
loth  day  of  December  now  last  past,  the  said  brw 
waa  brought  to  and  boarded  by  His  Majesty^ 
sloop  ol  war  Kingfisher,  the  capMio  whereof  ex- 
amined the  said  brig's  papers,  and  then  inSared 
her  to  proceed  on  her  said  voyage :  and  tbese  de- 
ponents further  severally  make  oath  and  say,  that 
on  the  ISth  day  of  the  said  month  of  DeceisbcT, 
the  aaid  brig  Bulah  Maria,  then  being  ander  the 
lee  of  the  island  of  Bonaire,  was  hrotight  to  and 
boarded  by  t  small  schooner,  a  tender,  as  these 
depODentabelieve,io  His  Britannic  Majesty's  ship 
of  war  Franchise,  and  afterwards  boarded  by  a 
boat  belonging  to  said  ship  of  war  Franehtse,  the 
oSccr  in  wbieh  took  this  deponent,  ihe  said  John 
Bell,  and  all  his  crew,  (except  the  said  Samuel 
Sargaant.)  ont  of  the  said  bng,  together  with  the 
said  brig's  papers,  and  carried  them  on  board  the 
•aid  abip  of  war  Franchise ;  and  this  deponent,  the 
said  John  Bell,  for  himself  further  saith,  that,  after 
he,  this  deponent,  had  delivered  op  his  papers  to 
the  bonotaue  John  Mumy,  Esq.,  captein  of  the 
Franchise,  ha  ordered  ihta  deponent  to  return  on 
board  the  said  brig,  informing  him,  at  the  same 
lime,  that  he  sbould  ezamioe  oia  papers  as  of  the 
next  day;  and,  after  keeping  the  brig  two  days 
beating  ajfter  the  ship,  he  tlnn  sent  an  officer,  to- 


gether with Hall,  one  of  the  crew  of  the  said 

brig,  on  board,  with  directions  to  Ihe  officer  who 
had  the  charge  of  the  said  brig,  to  take  her  down 
to  Jamaica,  having  previous  thereto  taken  from 
on  board  tne  said  ship  six  barrels  of  flour,  four 
barrels  of  apples,  two  or  three  hundred  bunches 
of  onions,  some  candles,  and  sundry  other  arti- 
cles': and  this  deponent,  the  said  Jobn  Bell,  fur- 
ther sail  h,  that,  alter  the  arrival  of  the  said  brig 
at  Fori  Royal,  in  the  island  of  Jamaica  aforesai£ 
which  was  on  the  S4th  da^  of  the  said  month  of 
December,  sundry  quantities  of  apples,  oniooa, 
and  cheese,  were  taken  out  of  the  said  brig,  and, 
after  her  arrival  at  Kingston,  in  the  said  island, 
sundry  articles  of  her  cargo  were  in  like  manner 
taken  thereout  by  the  persons  having  the  charge 
thereof,  or  by  their  privity  or  permisssion:  and 
this  deponent,  the  said  Jonn  Bell,  further  saith, 
that,  since  his  arrival  id  this  island,  he  hath  been 
informed  that  the  said  brigand  cargo  were  cap- 
tured on  the  ground  of  an  intentional  breach  of 
blockade  :  and  this  deponent,  the  said  John  Bell, 
also  aaitb,  that  the  said  brig  and  cargo  were  pro- 
ceeded against  in  the  Court  of  Vii^e  Admiralty  of 
the  island  of  Jamaica  aforesaid,  and  that  he,  this 
deponent,  caused  a  claim  to  be  put  in  for  the  same, 
on  behalf  of  the  respective  owners  thereof;  bot 
the  said  brig  and  cargo  (except  the  private  adven- 
tures of  this  deponent  and  toe  mate  of  the  said 
brig)  have  been  by  the  said  court  condemned  and 
confiscated :  and  these  deponents  severally  further 
say,  that  all  the  persons  composing  the  crew  of 
the  said  brig  Bulah  Maria,  except  these  deponents 

and  the  said Hall,  were  detained,  and  kept 

on  board  the  said  ship  Franchise,  which  said  ship 
is  not  arrived  in  this  island,  to  tne  knowledge  or 
belief  of  these  deponents;  and  lastly,  these  depo- 
nenU,  tbe  said  John  Bell,  for  himself  saith,  that, 
upon  the  arrival  of  the  said  Bulah  Maria  in  this 
island,  the  said  Hall  went  away  from  the  said 
brig,  and  this  deponent  hath  never  seen  of  heard 
anything  of  him  since;  by  reason  whereof,  and 
of  the  aforesaid  detention  of  the  mate  and  the 
rest  of  the  crew  of  the  raid  brig,  this  depunent  is 
deprived  of  the  benefit  of  the  testimony  of  any  of 
his  said  crew,  except  his  apprentice,  the  said  de- 
"  '  "      eaat.  hereinbefoi  ■ 

_'OHN  BELL, 
SAMUEL  SARGBANT. 
Sworn  before  me,  this  I6th  day  of  January, 
1809.  WM.  SAVAGE,  MagittraU. 

Unitbd  States  of  AHBaicA, }_, 
SttOeqffiemYork,  i"' 
By  this  pttblit  instrnment,  be  it  known  to  all 
whom  the  same  doth  or  may  concern,  that  I,  Ed- 
ward W.  Laighi,  a  public  notary  in  aad  for  the 
State  of  New  York,  by  letters  patent,  under  tke 
great  seal  of  the  said  State,  dulj  commissioned 
and  sworn ;  and  in  and  by  the  said  letters  patent, 
invested  "with  full  power  and  authority  to  attest 
deeds,  wills,  testaments,  codicils,  agreements,  and 
other  instruments  in  writing,  and  to  administer 
any  oath  or  oaths,  to  any  person  or  persons,"  do 
hereby  certify,  thai,  on  the  day  and  date  hereof, 
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before  me,  the  said  notarj-,  at  ibe  city  of  New 
York,  Mnonallr  came  tiud  appeared,  Abraham 
8.  Halfetl,  of  the  uid  city,  mercbant,  and  ooe  of 
the  socieiy  of  people  called  Quakers,  ihe  peraon 
Ramed  in  the  aooexed  affirmaliOD,  wbo,  la  my 
presence,  subscribed  the  same,  and  being  by  me 
duly  affirmed,  according  to  law,  did  declare  and 
affirm,  Ihel  the  contents  of  the  same  were  true. 

Whereof  an  atlesiBtioa  beinr  required,  1  ha*e 
granted  this  uoder  my  notarial  firm  and  leal. 

Dobe  at  the  ciiy  of  Hew  York,  in  the  Mid  State 
of  New  York,  the  fourth  day  of  May,  in  the  year 
one  thoDsaad  eight  hundred  and  five. 

E.  W.  LAIQHT,  Notary  Public. 


Jamaica,  is: 

Hezekiah  Piokbam,  at  present  of  the  city  aad 
parish  of  Kington,  in  the  county  of  Surry,  and 
island  aforesaid,  master  mariner,  lite  master  on 
board  tbe  schooner  Favorite,  from  New  York,  in 
the  United  Suiei  of  Araerica,  and  Charles  Coffin, 
also  at  present  of  the  city  and  parish  of  Kingston 
aforesaid,  mariner,  mate  on  board  the  said  schoO' 
ner,  being  respectively  duly  sworn  on  the  Holy 
Ef  angelists  of  the  Almi(chty  Qod,  severally  make 
oath  and  say,  that,  on  Monday  Ihe  8ih  of  October, 
now  last  past,  tbe  said  schooner  Favorite  sailed 
from  New  York,  aforesaid,  with  a  earffo  on  board, 
consisting  of  flour,  corn,  Indian  mea^  spermaceti 
candles,  tobacco,  bulter,  and   other   articles,  the 

iiroperly  of,  and  belonging  to.  Abraham  S.  Hal- 
ett,  of  the  said  city  of  New  York,  merchant,  des- 
tined to  the  island  of  Curacoa,  aad  consigned  to 
Hr.  Joseph  Foulke,  a  lesideot  merchant ;  and  also 
having  on  board  two  private  adventures,  the  prop- 
erty ol,  and  belonging  to,  Qilberi  Sbotwell  and 
Charles  Erers,  clerks  in  the  said  mercantile  bouse 
ot  tbe  said  Abraham  S.  Hallett.  And  these  de- 
ponents severally  make  oath  and  lay,  that  they 
continued  on  their  said  voyage  without  meeting 
with  any  material  occurrence,  aod  at  ten  o'clock, 
A.  M.,  on  Thursday,  tbe  first  day  of  the  month  of 
November,  now  last  past,  they  made  the  island  of 
Antigua,  bearing  southwest  by  south,  distant  nine 
leagues,  and  on  Friday,  the  ninth  day  of  the  said 
month  of  November,  they  made  the  island  of  Bo- 
naire, bearing  north  by  east  distant  about  three 
leagues;  shortly  after  which,  the  said  schooner 
was  brought  to  by  His  Britannic  Majesty's  ship 
of  war  Diana,  Thomas  James  Maling,  Esquire, 
commander,  and  His  Britannic  Majesty's  sloop 
of  war  Pelican,  John  Marshall,  Esquire,  com- 
mander, and  afterwards  made  prize  of  by  them, 
on  the  ground,  as  they  informed  these  deponents, 
ihat  the  said  schooner  was  destined  la  a  blockaded 
port,  and  thereupon  (be  said  schooner  was  sent 
down  to  Port  Royal,  in  this  island,  for  adjudica- 
tion, where  tbe  said  schooner  arrived,  on  (he  31st 
day  of  the  said  month  of  November;  aod  these 
deponents  further  severally  make  oath  and  say, 
that  shortly  after  the  arrival  of  the  said  schooner 
in  Port  Roval  aforesaid,  the  said  Thomas  James 
Maling  and  John  Marshall,  on  bebalf  of  them- 
aelves,  their  officers,  svamen,  and  marines,  insti- 
toted  a  anit  in  the  Vice  Admiralty  Court  of  tbe 


said  island  against  the  said  schooner  and  cargo 
on  board  her;  and  this  deponent,  ihe  said  Heze- 
kiah Piokbam,  having  caused  a  claim  to  be  filed 
the  said  schooner  and  cargo,  and  private  adren- 
res  on  board  her,  on  bebalf  of  their  respective 
owners  thereof,  the  same  came  to  be  heard,  at 
the  Court  of  Vice  Admiralty  held  in  this  city  and 
parish  of  Kingston  aforesaid,  on  Moodav,  the  17ih 
of  November,  now  instant,  when  his  tkonor,  the 
judge  of  the  said  court,  was  pleased  to  condemn 
the  said  schooner  Favorite  and  cargo,  and  clerks' 
nturei;  but  from  which  nid  aentence  this 
deponent's  counsel  prayed  leave  to  appeal,  and 
which  was  granted  in  ibt  usual  form. 

HEZEKIAH  PINKHAH, 
CHARLES  COFFIN. 


Ukitep  States  of  Ambbioa,  )  „ 
City  of  Nete  York,  J**' 

Abiabam  S.  Hallett,  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
merchant,  being  duly  affirmed,  according  to  law, 
saith,  that  the  annexed  instrument  of  writing  is 
a  true  and  accurate  copy  of  the  protest  which  thb 
affirmant  received  from  Jamaica,  and  that  Heze- 
kiah Pinkhara.  the  masier  of  the  schooner  Favor- 
ite therein  mentioned  is  not  at  present  in  the  ciiy 
of  New  York,  to  the  knowledge  of  this  affirmant; 
aod  he  further  saiib,  that  he  was  the  true  and 
lawful  owner  of  the  schooner  Favorite,  and  of  hei 
general  cargo,  on  her  late  voya^,  and  that  no 

Krson  or  persons  whatever,  bemg  a  subject  of 
ance,  or  of  the  Uniied  Provinces,  or  of  the  Ba- 
tavian,  Italian,  or  Ligurian  Republics,  or  inhabit- 
ing within  any  of  the  territories  of  France,  of  the 
United  Provinces,  or  tihe  said  Republics,  nor  their 
factors  or  agents,  nor  any  other  enemies  of  tbe 
Crown  of  Great  Britain,  had  at  tbe  time  of  ihe 
capture  of  tbe  said  vessel,  any  right,  title,  or  in- 
terest, either  directly  in  and  to  the  said  schooner 
the  Favorite,  her  tackle,  apparel,  and  furmiaFe,or 
in  01  to  tbe  cargo  before  mentioned,  or  nay  part 
(hereof;  but  that  tbe  said  schooner  the  Pavorita 
her  tackle,  apparel,  and  furniture,  and  her  general 
cargo,  did  at  the  lime  of  tbe  sailing  of  tbe  said 
vessel  from  New  York,  and  at  tbe  time  of  the 
capture  thereof,  belong  to  this  affirmant,  and 
would  so  have  belonged  to  him,  in  case  the  laid 
vessel  had  arrived  at  Curacoa,  her  port  of  deaii- 
nation,  and  until  the  same  had  there  be«B  sold 
aod  disposed  of  for,and  on  the  account  and  bene- 
fit of  the  affirmant:  and  this  affitmaat  further 
saith,  that  he  was  not,  at  the  time  of  shipping  the 
cargo,  on  board  of  tbe  said  vessel,  or  at  any  titne 
after,  nor  is  be  at  this  present  time  engaged  in 
any  partnership  in  any  bouse  of  trade  belonging 
to  any  person  or  persons,  enemies  of  the  Crowa 
of  Qreat  Britain,  residing  within  any  of  the  terri- 
tories of  Prance,  or  of  the  United  Provinces,  or  of 
the  Batavian,  Italian,  or  Ligurian  Republics;  and 
be  further  sailh,  that  he  is  a  natural  born  citizen 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  was  at  the 
time  of  the  sailing  of  the  said  vessel  on  the  vtty- 
age  befotem«t toned,  and  still  ii  a  resident  of  the 
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city  of  New  York :  sad  ihisaffirmaDl  further  saiib, 
tbacwhea  he  de^n^iehed  the  said  tbsmI  on  the 
Toyaee  aforesaid,  tie  did  not  know  ibil  the  said 
tiUai  of  Curacoa  was  in  a  state  of  blockade. 
ABRAHAM  8.  HALLETT. 
Affirmed  this  4ih  Maf.  1805,  before  me, 

E.  W.  LAIGHT,  Notary  PuWic. 

United  Btatbb  op  Amebica,  *„ 
Slate  of  Nev)  York,  J**' 

Bf  ihis  public  iasirnmeiit,  be  il  known  to  all 
whom  the  laine  dotb  or  may  caacern,  that  I,  fid- 
ward  W.  Laight,  a  public  notarf  in  and  for  the 
State  of  New  York,  by  letters  patent  onder  the 
great  seal  of  the  said  Statp,  duly  commissioned 
and  Bworn,  and  in  and  by  the  itaid  leiters  patent 
inrested  with  full  power  and  anihority  to  attest 
deeds,  wills,  testaments,  codicils,  agreenients,  and 
other  instruments,  in  wriiinf;,  and  to  administer 
any  oath,  or  oatbt,  to  any  person  or  persons,  do 
hereby  certify,  that  the  writing  herennio  annexed 
is  a  true  ana  accurate  copy  of  a  protest  signed 


iiie,  the  said  notary,  to  be  an  original  iu>iiu<ucui, 
which  said  copy,  hereunto  annexed,  I,  the  said 
notary,  hare  tbis  day  duly  collated  with  the  said 
original  protest,  and  find  the  same  to  be,  in  all 


1  being  required,  I  have 
granted  this  under  my  notarial  firm  and  seal. 

Done  at  the  city  of  New  York,  in  the  said  State 
of  New  York,  the  ninth  day  of  May.  in  the  year 
one  thousand  eisbl  hundred  and  fire. 

E.  W.  LAIQHT,  fMary  Public. 

Jamaica,  m. 

Thomas  Brown,  lale  of  Perth  Amboy,  in  the 
eouoCy  of  Middlesex,  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey, 
in  North  America,  a  naiire  citizen  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  but  at  present  in  the  city  and 
pariah  of  Einffston,  in  the  county  of  Surry,  and  in 
the  island  of  Jamaica,  mariner,  late  master  of  ihe 
American  schooner  Bethia,  belonging  to  James 
Parker,  Joseph  March,  and  Cottlandl  L.  Parker, 
of  Perth  Amboy,  aforesaid,  merehancs,  and  native 
citizens  of  the  United  States  aforesaid,  beinsduly 
■worn,  solemnly  makelh  oaib  and  deposeth,  that 
the  said  Khoonei  Beibia.  under  tbis  deponent's 
command,  sailed  from  the  port  of  Perth  Amboy, 
aforesaid,  about  the  second  day  of  December  last 
jHist,  being  in  the  vear  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  four,  bound  to  the  island  of 
Curacoa,  with  a  carso  of  provisions,  the  property 
of  iJie  said  James  Parker,  Joseph  Marsh,  and 
CortlandC  L.  Parker.  That  be  proceeded  on  his 
said  intended  voyage,  without  any  material  occur- 
rences,  and  without  meetinfj  with  any  interrup- 
tion, until  the  22d  day  of  said  month  of  Decem- 
ber, when  being  ofi"  the  said  island  of  Curacoa, 
the  said  schooner  was  boarded,  and  forcibly  taken 
posseaaion  of  by  an  officer  and  seamen  from  His 
Britannic  Majesty's  ship  of  war  La  Franchise, 


the  honorable  John  Murray,  Esq..  commander, 
who  took  out  of  the  said  scbooner  the  Bethia  the 
male  and  all  the  crew.  And  this  deponeni  fur- 
ther aaith,  that  the  said  schooner  Beibia,  then 
under  the  command  of  a  prizemoaler  and  four 
Ensliah  seamen,  continued  in  company  with  the 
said  ship  La  Franchise,  until  6  P.  M.  on  the  same 
day,  when  the  prizemasier  bore  away  for  the  isl- 
and of  Jamaica  aforesaid,  by  order  of  the  said 
honorable  John  Murray,  Esq.,  and  arrived  in 
Eineston  aforesaid,  on  Ihe  28ihdBy  of  said  month 
of  December ;  the  said  scboouer  being  much  dam- 
aged in  ber  sails  and  rigging  by  the  inattention  of 
the  prizemasler.  And  ini!.  deponent  further  mak- 
elh oath  etid  saith,  that  ibeagenisof  Ibesaid  ship 
La  Franchise,  having  proceeded  against  the  said 
scbooner  Bethia  and  carEo  in  the  Court  of  Vice 
Admiralty,  in  ihe  said  island,  for  an  intentional 
breach  of^  blockade,  this  deponent  caused  a  claim 
to  be  put  in  for  the  same,  on  behalf  of  the  afore- 
said owners.  That  on  the  12ih  day  of  January, 
instant,  the  same  came  on  to  be  heard,  when  tiu 
honor,  the  judge  of  the  said  court,  was  pleased  to 
condemn  Ine  said  schooner  and  cargo,  as  prize  to 
His  Britannic  Majesty's  said  ship  of  war,  La 
Franchise. 

THOMAS  BROWN. 


United  States  or  America,  t 

Stale  of  New  York,  J**- 

By  this  puolic  inairument,  be  it  known  to  all 
whom  the  same  doth  or  may  concern,  that  I,  Ed- 
ward W.Laigbt,pubiic  notary  in  and  for  the  State 
of  New  York,  by  tetiurs  patent  under  the  great 
seal  of  the  said  State,  duly  commissioned  and 
sworn,  and  in  and  by  the  said  letters  patent  in- 
vested with  full  power  and  authority  to  attest 
oaths,  to  any  person  or  persons,  do  hereby  certify, 
that,  on  Ihe  day  of  tbe  date  hereof,  before  me  the 
said  notary,  al  the  city  of  New  York,  personally 
came  and  appeared  Jaques  Rudenand  Israel  Ben- 
jamin JaCDDs,  who^  in  my  presence,  then  and  there 
respectively  subscribed  Ihe  affidavits  hereunto  an- 
nexed, and  each  being  by  me  duly  sworn, deposed 
and  said  that  tbe  eonients  of  the  affidavit  by  him 
were  true. 

Whereof  an  attestation  being  required,  I  have 
granted  this  under  my  notarial  firm  and  seal. 

Done  at  the  city  of  New  York,  in  ihe  eaid  State 
of  New  York,  the  9ih  day  of  May,  in  the  year 
one  thoasand  eight  hundred  and  five. 

E.  W.  LAIQHT,  Notary  PuMic. 

Umitbd  States  or  Ahgbica,  i 

CUvofNev  Kit*,  i"" 

Jaques  Ruden,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  mer- 
chant, being  duly  sworn,  saiih,  that  he  was  the 
irue  and  lawful  owner  of  the  American  schoonei 
the  Performance,  Isaiah  Smart,  master,  ber  tackle, 
apparel,  and  furniture,  and  of  the  general  cargo 
laden  on  board  her  at  New  York,  the  tenth  of 
December,  one  tbousaud  eight  hundred  and  four, 
the  said  schooner  then  lying  in  the  harbor  of  New 
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York,  and  bound  on  a  voyage  to  Curacoa.  And 
this  depoDCDC  further  eaith,  that  no  [«rsoQ  or  per- 
soas  trbalerer,  being  a  subject  or  aubjecis,  citizeo 
or  citizens  of  France,  or  of  the  Uoiied  Provincea, 
or  of  the  BataTJao,  Italian,  or  Liguriao  Republics, 
their  factors  or  agents,  nor  any  other  eneiniei  of 
the  CrovD  of  Great  Britaiii,  bad,  at  the  time  of 
the  HhippiDg  of  [be  said  cargo,  or  at  the  time  of 
the  capture  of  the  raid  schooner,  anf  right,  title, 
ot  interest,  either  directly  or  iedirectly,  in  and  to 
the  Hid  schooner,  her  lacltle,  apparel,  and  fumi- 
tore,  or  to  her  cargo,  so  laden  on  board  of  her  by 
this  deponent  as  aTore»aid,or  to  any  part  thereof; 
but  that  the  said  schooner  and  her  cargo  aforesaid, 
did,  at  the  time  of  the  departure  of  the  said  vessel 
on  the  voyage  aforesaid,  and  at  the  time  of  her 
eapiure.  belong  to  tbis  deponent,  and  would  so 
have  belonged  to  him  bad  shearriTed  In  safely  ~ 
Curacoa,  the  port  of  destin 
Bent  further  saiiL,  that  he 
ted  States  of  America,  and  was,  at  [be  time  of  the 
ahippio^  of  the  said  cargo,  and  still  is,  a  resident 
of  the  ciiy  of  New  York. 

JACIUES  aUDEN. 

Sworn  this  9tb  day  of  May,  1805,  before  me, 

E.  W.  LAIGHT,  Notary  Public. 

Jamaica,  h. 

tmiah  Smart,  at  present  of  the  city  and  parish 
of  Eiogslon,  in  the  coucty  of  Surry,  in  the  said 
iiland,  master  mariner,  master  of  a  eeriaiu  schoo- 
ner or  vessel  called  (he  Performance^  Israel  Benja- 
min Jacobs,  B[  present  of  the  sard  ciiy  and  parish 
of  Kingston,  late  supercargo  on  board  of  the  said 
schooner,  Benjamin  Remington,  at  present  of  the 
Mme  place,  mariner,  the  mate  of  the  said  schoon- 
er, aoa  Zacbariah  Rhodes,  at  present  also  of  the 
same  place,  mariner.a  seaman  on  board  of  the  said 
schooner,  being  duly  sworn  on  tbe  Holy  Evange- 
lists of  Almighty  God,  severally  and  respectively 
make  oath  and  say,  that,  on  or  about  the  I3th  day 
of  December  now  last  past,  they,  these  deponents, 
feipectively  departed  and  sailed,  in  and  on  board 
the  said  schooner  or  vessel,  called  tbe  Performance, 
from  the  port  of  New  York,  in  the  United  States 
of  North  America,  cleared  out  for  and  bound  to 

e  island  of  Curacoa,  with  a  cargo  cansisiing  of 


provisions  and  a  few  bales  of  dry  goods,  the  proper- 
ty of  Jaques  Rudenof  tbecilyorP' — ^  -t  


ifNew  York,  n 


chant,  consizned  to  this  deponent,  the  said  fsrad 
Benjamin  Jacobs,  for  rales  and  returns.  And 
these  depoaents  further  leverally  make  oath  and 
aay,  that  after  their  departure  from  New  York,  as 
aforeraid,  they  proceeded  on  their  voyage  for  and 
towards  Curacoa  aforesaid,  without  anything  ma- 
terial happening,  (except  meeting  with  several 
^lesof  wind)  iintit  about  six  o'clock  in  the  mo:n- 
logof  the  4th  day  of  Janoary  last,  when  they  had 
come  in  sight  of  tbe  island  of  Bonaire,  which  was 
at  that  lime  bearing  south  southwest,  and  distant 
about  three  leagues ;  and  these  deponents  say,  that 
tfaey  made  all  sail,  and  run  down  with  the  said 
schooner  close  under  the  northwest  point  of  the 
said  island  of  Bonaire,  making  the  Iwst  of  their 
way  for  Curacoa }  and  that  alwDt  nine  o'clock  in 


the  morning  of  the  said  last  mentioned  day,  a  sail, 
which  afterwards  proved  M  be  Hii>  Britannic 
Majesty'^  sliip  Franchise,  commanded  bv  the  hon- 
orable John  Murray,  Esq.  was  descried  from  the 
said  schooner,  to  the  eastward,  close  under  the 
said  island  of  Bonaire,  which  rail  immediately 
bore  down  for  the  raid  schooner:  and  these  depO' 
nenis  further  seTcrally  say,  that  the  said  schooner 
continued  to  make  all  rail  for  Curacoa,  and  the 
said  ship  Fraochbe  chased  thesaid  schooner,  firing 
frequently  at  her,  till  about  11  o'clock  oa  the  same 
day,  when  the  peak  of  the  raid  island  of  Bonaire 
bearing  east  northeast,  three  or  four  leagues  dis- 
taat,  and  the  platform  at  Curacoa  hearing  sooth- 
west,  and  the  said  ship  Franchise  drawing  near, 
the  raid  schooner  hove  to  for  her  to  come  up| 
which  she  did  in  a  fbort  time  afterwards,  and  a 
boat  was  then  sent  from  her  on  board  the  nid 
schooner,  with  orders  for  these  deponents,  the  said 
Isaiah  Smart,  Israel  Benjamin  Jacobs,  and  Ben- 
jamin Remington,  logo  onboard  the  said  ship 
Franchise  ;  and  these  deponents,  the  raid  baian 
Smart,  Israel  Benjamin  Jacobs,  and  Benjamin 
ReminstoD,  for  tliemielves,  respectively,  fnriher 
severally  ray,  that,  in  pursuance  of  tbe  aforesaid 
orders,  did  goon  board  the  Franchise,  cairyiDg 
with  them  all  tbe  papers  belonging  to  the  said 
schooner  and  her  cargo,  and  that  Hie  honorable 
John  Murray,  Esq.  the  commander  of  the  said 
ship,  afterwards  (and  without  warning  of  the  raid 
schooner  from  entering  Curacoa,)  took  possession 
of  the  said  schooner,  and  sent  on  board  of  her  a 
prizemaster  and  crew,  from  the  Franchise,  (toge- 
ther with  these  depooenis,)  with  orders  to  proceed 
with  the  said  schooner  for  the  island  of  Jamaica 
aforesaid,  where  she  arrived  on  the  9ih  day  of  the 
said  month  of  January  last.  And  these  deponents 
further  severally  say,  that  since  the  arrival  of 
the  said  schooner  in  ibis  island,  she  hath  been,  to- 
gether with  her  car^ o,  proceeded  against  in  the 
Court  of  Vice  Admiralty  of  the  raid  island ;  and 
(bfse  deponents,  the  said  Iraiah  Smart,  and  Israel 
Benjamm  Jacobs,  caused  a  claim  to  be  interposed 
for  the  rame ;  but  [be  said  schooner  and  bar  cargo 
(except  the  private  adventnrea  of  time  deponent^ 
tbe  said  Isaiah  Smart  and  Benjemia  Renungtoa) 
have  been  by  tbe  said  court  condemned  mod  con- 
fiscated a*  good  and  lawful  prixe  to  Hia  Brican' 
nic  Majesly'ii  said  ship  Franchiae,  on  the  ^ronod, 
as  these  deponents  are  informed,  and  belivve,  of 
an  intentional  breach  of  blockade. 

ISAIAH  SMART. 

ISRAEL  B.  JACOBS. 

BENJAMIN  REMINGTON. 

ZACHARIAH  RHODES. 
Sworn  before  me  ibis  Ilth  day  of  Febmur, 
ie05,  WM.  SAVAGE,  lUagi^rate. 

United  States  of  Akbbica,  >„ 
aiy  of  Nete  York,  J**' 

Israel  Benjamin  Jacobs,  at  present  ia  the  city 
of  New  York,  merchani,  being  duly  sworn,  dep»' 
seih  and  raith.  that  he  was  ihe  supercargo  of  the 
schooner  Ferforinance,  on  her  late  voyage,  and 
that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  and  accarate  copy  of 
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ffthtioiu  vtih  Great  Britain  <ta4  Franc*. 


the  orr|iDiJ  ivolat  made  M  Jimaica,  and  that 
Ue  beu  theTBin  aet  forUi  u«  true  in  all  r«iipect«^ 
I.  B.  JACOBS. 
Swom  this  Gth  day  of  Mar,  1S(W,  befoTe  me. 
E.  W.  LAIGEIT,  Notarg  PtMic^ 

Uvrivs  Statb8  of  Ahbhica, 
City  offtev  York, 
Thonas  Btagg,  juBiar,  of  lb«  aiif  of  New 
Yofk,  merahant,  being  dolr  aworn,  depoveih  aJtd 
mitb,  thai  Im.  tt^^et  with  Tbomaa  Buell  aad 
V»vtt  Sugg,  likewiM  of  the  oiif  of  New  York 
metcbaolK  were  the  true  and  lawful  owitera  of 
the  brig  Lipwiag,  LemQel  Bobidb,  mAster, 
km  laU  voyage  to  Ouracoa,  and  of  the  cargo 
boafd  of  the  taid  vestel,  and  that  np  penon 


>  Statu  of  Ambkici,  )  „ 
CUy  of  New  York,         ]" 


peni»i  whatever,  being  a  aubjeet  or  Bub^ls, 
ixen  or  oiiiaens  of  ii'iai)a&  or  of  the  Uoited  I  . 
rJDces,  or  of  the  BaiavisD,  Italiao,  or  Ltguriaa  Re- 


pnbltaa,oriBbahittngwilhiD  the  territory  of  Fraaoe 
or  the  United  Provioees,  or  of  the  Italian,  Bataviao, 
or  Ligiuian  Republiea,  iheir  facton  or  amnia,  or 
any  otbef  eo>mii:i  of  the  Crown  of  QraaiBriiaiD, 
baa,  either  directly  or  indi really, 'any  right,  title, 
or  interest  in  the  said  brig,  the  Lapwing,  or  her 
cargo,  or  any  part  thereof,  at  the  lime  of  her  tail- 
ing from  New  York,  on  her  late  voyage,  or  at 
the  time  of  her  aaptore,  but  th^t  the  taid  veiael 
and  her  cargo  belonged  to  this  deponeai  and  the 
taid  Thomas  Bnell  and  Peirr  Stagg,  aad  would 
to  have  coDtJDued  to  have  belonged  to  them,  had 
the  said  vessel  Bfrived  in  safety  at  her  port  of 
dettin^liOD,  and  until  the  taid  cargo  had  there 
been  sold  and  disposed  of,  for  and  un  account  trf' 
thit  deponeei  and  the  taid  Thomas  Snail  sad  Pe- 
ter  SiBgg;  and  this  dtponent  further  saiib.  thai 
he  was  tiot,  nor  were  the  said  Thomas  Soell  and 
Peter  Siagg,  or  either  of  them,  at  the  lime  of  the 
Hiliag  of  the  said  vessel  on  the  voyage  aforesaid, 
oral  an;  time  after,  nor  are  they,  or  eillier  of  ibem. 
atlbia  present  time,  engaged  la  any  partnership 
in  aoy  nouse  of  trade  belonging  to  aoy  person  or 
person  enemies  of  the  Crown  of  Great  Britsin, 
lestdi tut  within  any  of  the  territories  of  France, 
of  the  United  Provinces,  or  of  the  Baiavian,  Ilal- 
ian.oi  Li^utisn  Rewblics.  And  befuriher  saitb. 
that  he  IS  a  natural  bnra  citizen  of  the  Dnilea 
States  of  America,  and  that  the  taid  Thomas 
Snell  awl  Peter  Btacg  are  likewise  natural  born 
eitizeneof  the  United  Slates  of  America,  and  that 
be,  this  depoB«nt,aad  the  said  TbonMs  Snell  and 
V«ta  Blagg  wera,  at  th^  tiiM  of  Ihie  ebippiag  of 
the  cargo  on  boatw  of  the  tiwd  veaeej,  iA  the  vojn- 
Wa  aforesaid,  and  still  are  restdentt  of  the  city  aC 
Hev  York,  carrriog  on  trade  nnder  the  firm  of 
SoUl,  Staeg,  and  Co. ;  and  this  deponent  further 
sailb,  that  be  did  not  know  at  the  time  of  sailing 
of  the  vessel  on  the  voyage  aforeMtd,  that  the 
island  of  Cnracoa  was  in  a  ttaie  of  blockade. 
And  tbis  deponent  further  saith,  that  the  anorxed 
iotiromeot  of  writing  is  a  true  and  accurate  copy 
of  the  protest  received  by  thig  deponent  from 
Jamaica.  THOMAS  STAGG,  jun. 

Sworn  this  10th  day  of  May,  1805,  before  me, 
a.  W.I.A1QHT,  Notary  PtMic 
SthCoH.  sdSxss.— SS 


I,  Edward  W.  Laiebt,  a  nublic  notary  for  tb* 
State  of  New  York,  do  hereby  certify,  th«i  on  ih« 
IDtb  day  of  Hav,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  oup 
ihotisand  eight  hundred  and  five,  personally  a[^ 
peared  before  me  Thomas  Stagg,  jun.,  the  |>er- 
son  named  in  and  who  tubecribed  the  aforegoing 
affidavit,  and  was  by  me  duly  sivorn  to  the  coq- 
tents  of  the  affidavit  by  him  Mfore  siibsoribuig. 
Ouod  Attestor, 

£,  W.  LAIGHT,  Notary  PuUie, 

J4MAIC4,  M  : 

Lemuel  Bonrne,  at  present  of  the  city  and  parish 
of  Kiogstoq,  in  the  county  of  Sorry,  in  the  said 
island,  end  raaster  mariner,  late  master  of  the  brig 
Lapwing,  from  New  York  in  the  United  Statee 
of  America,  and  Charles  Selden,  q)so  at  present 
of  the  city  and  parish  of  Kiogsioo  efpresaid,  ma- 
riner, late  male  on  board  of  ilie  said  brig,  being 
respectively  doly  iworo  on  the  Holy  Evangelists 
of  Almighty  God,  severally  make  oath  and  say, 
that,  on  the  38ih  of  October  now  last  paat,  the 
said  brig  Lapwing  nailed  from  New  York  af<H«- 
faid,  with  a  cargo  on  board  of  her  consisting  of 
dry  goods,  cheese,  claret,  Soar,  provistoDs  and 
lum^r,  the  property  of,  and  beloBging  to  Hestr*. 
Snell,  8tagg,and  Co.  of  the  said  city  ofNew  York, 
mercnanls  and  co-partners,  destined  for  the  island 
of  CuracOB,  and  consigned  to  a  Mr.  Joseph  Foulke, 
merchant  there:  and  theee  deponents  further  sev- 
erally make  oath  and  say,  that  they  did  not  speak 
with  any  veesel,  nor  meet  with  any  material  oc- 
currence during  their  voyage,  save  only  that  tha 
said  brig  Lapwing  was  very  leaky  from  the  com- 
"  of  her  voyegB,  and  continued  so  until 
her  capture,  as  hereinafter  is  menlioB- 
;h  OS  to  render  it  necessary  to  pomp 
every  quarter  of  an  hoar.  And  these  depottenla 
further  severally  make  oath  and  say,  that,  ai  eight 
'clock  A.  M.  on  Monday,  the  i3th  day  of  Ho> 
embei  now  hti  past  they  taw  ibe  iilaad  of  Bo- 
aire,  and  at  two  o'clock  P.  U.  oa  the  Uft  nfB- 
tioned  day,  when  off  the  east  endVCufscpa,tlu 
brig  vas  cKpi^red  hv  His  Britannic  Majeei|r'a 
ship  of  war  Diana,  Thomas  Janes  Maling.  Esq, 
CCHnmaQder,and  sloop  Pelican,  John  MarshalL  Esq. 
QoaunaDder,  on  the  pcetence,  as  they  informed 
thetie  deponents,  that  the  taid  brig  wat  bound  to 
a  bloskaded  port.  And  these  deponenia  farlber 
teierallr  make  oath  and  tay,  that  the  taid  Joho 
UarsboU  took  tbis  deponent,  Lemuel  JBoarDeja^d 
the  whole  of  the  crew,  except  tbis  depanen^ 
Charles  Selden,  and  ooetick  mao,  out  of  the  nia 
brig  Lapwipg,  on  board  Ihesaid  sloop  Pelican,  and 
ordered  the  said  brig  Lapwing  down  to  this  island 
for  adiudicalion.  And  these  deponents  furtbei 
severally  make  oath  and  say,  that  the  said  brig 
Lapwing  arrived  in  the  harbor  of  Port  Royal,  io 
lite  said  island  of  Jamaica,  on  the  SUt  day  of  the 
said  month  of  November,  and  shortly  after  the 
said  Thomas  James  Msling  and  John  Marshall, 
on  behalf  of  themselvee  and  their  officers,  seamen, 
mariaes,  and  uiuiaers,  instituted  a  suit  io  the 
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Vice  Admiralty  Court  of  the  said  island  agaiast 
the  uid  brig  Lapwing  and  the  cargo  on  board  her; 
and  this  depoaeni,  the  said  Lemuel  Bourne,  fur- 
ther saith,  ihit  having  caused  a  claim  to  be  filed 
in  the  said  court,  lo  the  said  brig's  cargo,  on  behal: 
oT  the  said  Messrs.  Snell,  Stagg,  and  Co.,  the  own 
era  thereof,  the  same  came  on  to  be  heard  at  thi 
city  and  parish  of  Kingston  aforesaid,  6a  Monday 
^e  17ib  day  of  December  now  instant,  when  his 
honor  the  judge  of  the  said  court  was  pleased  to 
GODdemn  the  said  brig  and  cargo,  from  which  said 
•entence  this  deponent's  counsel  prayed  leave  tr 
appeal,  and  which  was  granted  in  the  usual  termt 

Lemuel  bourne, 
charles  selden. 


BRITISH  CAPTUHEa. 
Sduxmer  Charlotte,  MattertOTi. 
Inaured  for  B.  Dupoy,  19th  of  October  1803, 
from  Cape  Francois  to  New  Yorlc. 

On  cargo,  $11,000  at  four  and  a  half 
per  cent,  - -810,780 


the  outward  cargo  sold  to  tbem,  and  it  was  at  all 
limea  the  true  and  bona  fide  property  of  B.  Dupoy 
the  assured. 

This  Teasel  niled  fromCapa  FrancoislOih Oc- 
tober, 1803,  and  on  the  rame  day,  going  out  of  the 
harbor,  was  taken  by  the  British  frigate  ^olus, 
then  lying  there,  and  by  Commodore  Loring,  of 
the  British  M.  W^  ordered  for-Jamaica.  On  the 
21ih,  at  midnight,  captured  by  a  French  prirateer 
commanded  by  one  John  Madelean,  who  carried 
tbem  to  St.  Jago  de  Cuba,  The  captain  applied 
to  the  GiOTemorfor  redress,  but  Done  was  afforded; 
the  most  part  of  the  cargo  taken  out  of  the  vessel, 
and  the  remainder  offered  for  sale. 

Schooner  Independence,  JameM  Tbylor. 

Injured  for  B.  Dupoy,  25th  October,  1803,  from 
New  York  to  Cape  Francois. 

If  forbid  enteriogC^pe  Francois,  to  proceed  to 
any  port  in  the  West  Indies,  not  blockaded. 

vessel aSftOO 

Cargo 3,300 

t5Ji7< 

Partienlars  of  cargo:  twelre  casks  of  claretgpork, 
beef,  floor,  lard,  cheese,  sweet  oil,  soap,  candlesj 
onions,  and  empty  bags.  This  Teasel  was  within 
three  leagues  of  the  harbor  of  Cape  Fraocois  on 
the  16th  NoTember,  1803,  His  Britannic  Majesty's 
•loop  of  war  La  Blanche  and  three  others  cruising 
off  the  harbor,  and  his  register  endorsed  by  Cap- 
tain Mudge  of  the  La  Blanche  not  to  enter  said 
harbor,  or  go  within  three  leagues  of  it;  if  be  did, 
he  should  take  possession  oAaid  schooner.  In 
half  an  hour  after  the  captain  returned  on 
board,  a  boat  from  the  Bellerophon  took  charge 
of  and  ordered  the  acbooner  indepeitdeDce  for 


Jamaica,  and  she  arrived  there  the  Sftth  Norem- 
ber.  This  vessel  was  condemned  in  Jamaica,  aod 
the  cost  to  the  owners  enormous. 

Ship  Mercury,  Speck 

Insured  for  John  Juhel,  24th  July,  1804,  from 
Mariiniqae  to  New  York. 

In  cargo        .....       $10,000 

Cargo,  two  hundred  and  seventeen  hogdieftds 
clayed,  tiz  hogsheads  Muscovado,  and  one  tierce 
brown  sugar.  This  vessel  was  captured  11th 
September,  1804,  by  the  Galatea  frigate,  Heftth- 
cote,  carried  to  Anligna,  and  there  conilemned 
on  the  7ih  October,  1804. 

This  vessel  vras  a  fine  French  shia  pnrehaaad 
in  Martinique  by  Archibald  A.  Cock  for  aceoont 
of  his  master,  John  Juhel  of  New  York.  Archi- 
bald A.  Cock  had  been  sent  to  Martinique  to  col- 
lect debts  chiefly  arising  from  cargoes  sent  there 
wbile  under  the  British  QoTernmeat,  dae  the 
said  John  Juhel,  to  receive  consignments  of  car- 
goes from  him,  to  make  contracts  for  sugar  and 
coffee,  and  to  pay  for  the  same  from  proceeds  of 
the  outward  cargoes,  and  make  returns  to  New 
York. 

So  far  as  can  be  collected  from  the  papers,  it 
appears  that  A.  A.  Cock  was  considered  as  dom. 
Iciled  at  Martinique,  and  consequently  affects  the 
property  of  his  master,  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  out  is  generally  condemned  ai  enemy's 
property. 

Schooner  Nancy,  Bitrd. 

Insured  for  John  Jnhel,  5th  March,  1804,  from 
New  York  to  Martinique,  and,  if  ordered  away 
by  a  British  cruiser,  to  proceed  to  St.  Thomas, 
and  from  thence  to  New  York,  warranted  Ameri- 
can property,  in  cargo  eight  thousand  five  hua- 
dred  doilara -  $8,527 

Cargo  of  ibis  vessel  sugar  and  coffee.  This 
vessel  arrived  at  Martinique  without  inierroption, 
and,  on  the  homeward  voyage  was  captured  on 
the  29th  of  April,  1804,  by  the  frigate  Boston, 
Captain  Douglas,  sent  to  and  coDdemoed  at  Hali- 
fax, for  a  breach  of  blockade  at  Martiniqpe,  noi- 
Withstaodina  the  ordera  to  Commodore  Hood  re- 
specting the  blockade  of  Martinique  and  Oiuda- 
loupe. 

An  appeal  is  preferred  to  the  lords  in  England. 
Brig  Je^enon,  J.  Crocker. 
or  Ignatius  P. " 
1804.  from  Bordeaux  to  ^ 
Vess^ 


$16,000 

Carffo  consisted  of  wines,  brandy,  and  some  other 
articles.  This  Tessel  was  purchased  in  France 
with  propcriT  left  there  by  him  and  for  hia  sole 
account.  The  cargo  also  purchased  from  the 
same  means,  the  amount  left  in  France  in  debti 
due  Mr.  Loogchamp,  as  appears  from  sundry  doe- 
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This  retsel  was  captured  off  the  Hook,  on  Ihe 
26lh  Jnlf,  bf  the  Cambri&D  and  Leaoder,  ordered 
for  Halifax,  the  restel  and  cargo  condemned  ihe 
24th  September,  1B04. 

Thia  IS  a  flagrant  act  of  injustice.  The  ootf 
cause  for  eoademnatioD  we  can  discorer,  is,  that 
Mr.  Longchamp  had  been  in  France  in  the  last 
three  years,  and  that  his  brother  was  a  conscript 
in  the  French  service. 

Mr.  J.  P.  Longchamp  is  a  native  of  Avignon. 

An  appeal  is  preferred  to  the  lords  in  England. 
Slitp  Jo/ui,  PatterKm,jTom  NetD  Orieam  to  Bor- 

Inaared  for  Joseph  Thibkud,  13th  Match,  1805. 
Cugo  94,000 84.000 

The  John  sailed  from  the  Balize  on  the  2Sih  of 
Febniary,  1805,  with  a  load  of  eouon,  indigo,  log^ 
wood,  and  mtooganv ;  on  the  30ih  of  the  same 
month,  in  latitude  W  iff  north,  Ion.  61°  txy  w«il, 
WK*  captured  by  the  Cambrian,  M.  W.  Captain 
Bereaford,  and  ordered  to  Halifax.  The  ship  it 
eoademned  on  the  ground  that  Mr.  Carricabara, 
the  former  owner,  a  French  citizen,  never  duly 
authorized  Mr.  Thibaud  to  make  sale  of  the  ship. 
The  fact  is,  that  Mr.  Thibaud,  the  a^enC  of  Car- 
ricabara, did  endeavor  to  sell  the  sbip,  but  could 
not  effect  it :  finally,  he  becomes  himself  the  pur- 
chaaer,  and  the  amount  passed  to  the  credit  of 
Hr.  Carricabara.  Afterwards  Mr.  Thiband  sold 
a  moiely  of  said  ship  to  a  Mr.  Ignatius  Long- 
champ,  and  gave  him  a  bill  of  sale  therefor. 

The  above  cargo  is  condemned  merely  becausa 
it  doea  not  appear  to  the  Vice  Admiralty  Court  at 
Haliraz,whBi  properly  Mr.  Thiband  had  at  New 
Orleans  to  make  the  purchase. 

Ship  J(An,  PaiUnon. 

lasnred  from  New  Orleans  to  Bordeaux,  for  Jo~ 
Mph  Thibaud. 

Cugo«ll,BOO    .       .       -        .       -  811^800 

On  augar  and  indigo,  the  property  of  Mr.  P. 
LanOBse,  of  New  Orleana. 

Thia  properly  is  teterred  for  Anther  proof. 
ScAaorur  Araminta,  3milh. 

Insured  for  J.  P.  Durand,  Slst  July,  1834,  at  and 
from  Cayenne  to  New  York. 

Cargo  tl2,000    .        -        .        .       -  >12.000 

CarB[0  consisting  of  rocoa,  cotton,  cocoa,  and 
palm  oil  This  vewel  mailed  from  Cayenne  on  the 
18lh  of  July,  1804,  and  on  the  ISih  of  August  fol- 
lowing, was  captured  within  four  leagues  of  the 
light-hotise  of  Sandy  Hook  by  the  Leander,  B. 
H.  W.  Skeene,  commander,  and  ordered  for  Hal- 
ifax, where  they  arrived  on  the  27th  of  the  same 
month. 

The  Araminta's  cargo  was  condemned  at  Hali- 
fax on  the  ground,  so  far  as  we  can  collect,  that 
Hr.Dnrand  did  not  account  foe  the  means  of  pur- 
chase, and  that  the  outward  careo,  belonging  to 
another  person,  was  coniiaband  oT  war. 
Skip  MaiAaitaii. 

Inaned  for  Frederick  and  Philip  iUunriandei, 


the  Utb  of  Jnne,  1804,  from  New  York  to  BaM- 
via,  one  other  port  in  India,  and  back  to  New 
York. 
In  TtsHl  840,000,  valued  at  that  snm  -  840,000 

This  vessel  was  chartered  for  a  voyage  to  Baia- 
via  and  back  by  Messrs.  Minturn  and  ChamiJin, 
of  New  York,  a  cargo  was  purchased  at  Batavia, 
for  their  account,  coosistiog  of  sugar,  coffee,  indt' 
go,  cotton-yarn,  and  tptees.  On  the  return  wat  ' 
captured  by  the  British  armed  brig  Busy,  Captain 
.carried  to  Bermoda,  where,  after  much  trou- 
ble, delay,  and  expense,  the  vessel  was  muaei, 
as  was  toe  cargo  also ;  but  the  captors  appeal 
from  the  senieocc,  as  it  appears,  merely  for  the 
purpose  of  creating  profits  from  commisaion  to 
the  friends  of  the  captors  in  Bermuda.  The  aole 
canse  of  capture,  so  far  as  can  be  learned,  wai^ 
that  a  Dutch  passenger  was  on  board  fiom  the 
Cape  of  Qood  Hope. 

£htp  Penman,  Co^. 

Insured  for  Byrd  and  Barron,  19th  Novembers 
1804,  at  and  from  Batavia  to  Muscat,  and  back  to 
Batavia,  vessel  and  cargo       -        -       .  8^|000 

This  vessel  sailed  on  a  voyage  from  New  York 
to  Antwerp,  thence  to  India.  The  voyage  insured 
was  an  intermediate  one,  on  which  she  was  cap- 
tured, as  sailing  contrary  to  the  British  instruc- 
tions of  1803. 

Tbf  Penman  was  captured,  on  the  4th  of  Octo- 
ber, by  His  Britannic  Majesty's  ship  Tremendous, 
John  Osborne,  and  carried  to  Columbo,  in  the 
island  of  Ceylon,  and  there  condemned  on  the 
31st  of  December,  1804,  as  having  carried,  and,  at 
the  timeof  the  capture,  carrying  on  an  illicit  trade 
between  the  Batavian  RepubliCj  her  colonies  in 
the  East  Indies,  and  of  the  colonies  of  hei  aUiea. 
Schooner  F\iiTj>lay,  Bobitu. 

Insured  for  P.  A,  Cammann,  10th  of  October, 
1S05,  from  New  York  toCurracoa;  if  blockaded, 
roeeed  to  a  port  that  is  noL    Veuel,  freight, 
cargo,  815,690         -       -        -       -  >16,690 

The  schooner  Fairplay  sailed  from  New  YoA 
__  October,  1604,  and  was  captured  on  the  7th  of 
NovembwroUowiDgbyUis  Hajesiy'sship Diana, 
aad  ordered  for  Jamaica.  The  capture  was  made 
on  the  pretence  of  the  blockade  at  Curaeoa. 

The  Fairplay  was  afterwards  retaken  by  the 
laie,  carrieaioCBrthagena,  and  the  property  said 
_j  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the  Spanish  Oovem- 
ment;  whether  any, or  what,  part  will  be  recovered 


Brjjg /oMpA,  tVinthip. 
InsuredforA.KirkpBirick,23dApiil,180fi,from 
Si.  Pierre's,  Martinique,  to  New  York. 

Cargo  $13,000    -        -        -         -        •  tl3,00Q 

This  vessel  wat  captured  on  the  11th  of  July  by 
a  British  ship  of  war,  and  carried  lo  Tortola,  and 
the  ea^o  eoademned  on  acoount  that  the  outward 
caigo  was  contraband  of  wat. 


dbyGoO^le 


871 


APPBNDIX. 

AoIutMW  mlh  Onat  Britaiu  ami  fYmoe. 


87St 


Slip  Marv,  OiighL 

lumred  for  Heirv  Ghcriot  16ch  Uwch,  1806, 
bom  Marliniqae  to  New  York. 

CMgo  tweatf  tbonnod  dollars,  mmated  thu 
the  outward  eargo  did  not  consiat  of  arlicles  eon- 

ubwidorwBr     -     -      -     -     -  tao.ooo 

Tbi*  WW  ■  cargo  of  sugai,  tka  property  of  Mr. 


Iw  Hit  BrilaBQio  Majealy'a  ihip  Osttf,  Captaii 
C;lJDch,  and  oaTriad  to  Aniigaa.  Tha  ruiel  u 
dJMBMwd,  bat  the  cftigo  dcMioad  for  proof,  «■ 
•nipicion  of  being  French  pcopertp.  Tha  oosti 
in  (he  ifUod  of  Astigna  are  aliUMfQUr  eaor' 
atone. 

Skip  JoAm,  Patterton. 

lD«ircdroTFi«aeiiPhiliippoQ,4th  March,  1806, 
ham  New  Orleaaa  to  Bordeaux. 

Cargo -  <1Q,000 

Thia  cargo  coosisied  of  two  hundred  aod  fifty 
hozM  Harana  lugar.  Tbe  tngar,  the  propertji  of 
t  Mr.  — —  Phillippon,  resident  at  New  Orleans, 
and  like  Mr.  Laurcsse'a  property,  is  reserved  for 
hrther  proof, 

SlUp  Enterjyrae,  Tltompton. 

Insared  for  Joaeph  Thihaud,  9th  of  September, 
1805,  from  Bordeaux  to  New  York. 

Cargo -  tiaoOO 

This  vessel  it  captured  and  sent  into  Halifax  ; 
the  cargo  landed  and  detained  for  further  proof. 
SMp  Bamition,  Matttrton. 

Ina«Ted  for  LaboBitae  &  Co.,  31m  of  August, 
■Bd  the  3d  rfaeptembcr,  1805,  from  Bordeaax  to 
New  York. 

Cargo tlg.OOO 

This  vessel  waa  captured  by  tbe  British  brig 
Btny,  Captain  Byam,  on  the  16th  September  last, 
tbont  fifty  mites  from  Sandy  Hook  light-house, 
•ent  to  Halifax,  the  cargo  detained  for  (hrtfaer 
proof. 

The  Boterprite  and  Hamilton  are  two  only  of 
aereral  resseia' lately  sent  to  Halifax,  the  proof 
Mqaired  it  is  diffieult,  and  in  some  cases  imprae- 
ticahk,  to  famish,  aod  it  is  a  question  whether  il 
ought  to  ba  aobmitted  to.  I  subjoin  a  copy  of  a 
letter  frooi  Mr.  Miehaet  Wallace,  the  agent  of  the 
■MUred  at  Halifax.  It  ftilly  details  the  Mntiments 
of  Jodge  Croke. 

Copy  of  Mr.  Btewart'a  letter  to  Mr.  WkDsm. 

Halifax,  NoomierS,  1B05. 
DiAa  Sir:  Aa  tbe  inlNlocoiory  decree  of  the 
Coortof  Vice  Admiralty  in  the  cases  of  tbe  ships 
Bnterpriae,  Eugenia,  Zulima,  and  Hamilton,  wilt 
■eecaaarlly  affect  all  other  neutral  ships  engaged 
w  the  same  trade,  and  as  il  is  B  decree  that  may 
laad  to  a  final  decision  of  infinite  importance,  1 
bave  thought  fit,  for  tbe  informatton  oronr  Ame- 
nean  frieada,  to  trouble  you  with  a  few  Unas  on 
this  subject. 


These  aevcral  ships  and  tbeii  respective  tmi^ 

£iea  were  charged,  generally,  ia  the  allegation  of 
e  King'a  advocate,  10  be  enemies'  property,  aikd 
'Srioua  grouoda  were  adopted  in  support  of  tbe 
alte^tioo.  Among  the  number  was  a  point  of 
national  law  which  the  counsel  foi  the  captors 

J ht  fit  to  nisa,  upon  very  loose  informatioa 
ed  by  letters  found  on  (ward  tke  ships,  of  & 
late  decree  of  the  Government  of  Fiuice,  lespect- 
ing  the  importatioD  of  goods  of  Bmish  growth  or 
manufacture.  It  nppea/cd  by  a  ouraber  of  these 
tellers  that  certificates  of  origin,  u  they  wen 
termedj  had  been  carried  to  Fraoce  by  these  aev- 
■eral  ahips,  for  the  purpose  of  proviog  the  growth 
and  maoufacture  of  their  ontward  cai^oea.  It 
appeared,  also,  that,  unless  those  certificam  hal 
beeo  produced  at  Bordeaax.  the  vessels  and  their 
cargoes  would,  in  all  probaoility,  have  been  con- 


peared  that  the  produce  of  ibe  French  colonies,  of 
which  the  outward  cargoes  of  those  shipa  ebi(4f 
coasiated,  waa  exempted  from  duties  on  tbe  pro- 
duction of  the  certifieatea. 

Upon  these  &cts  it  was  eontended,  on  the  part 
of  the  eaptora,  that  a  trade  carried  on  to  France  bf 
neutrals,  under  the  decree  in  qnestion,  was  an  un- 
nsual  course  of  trade,  submitted  to  for  the  advan- 
tageof  the  enemy.  Thai  tbe  certificates  of  origi a 
were  Dbtained  conformably  to  that  decree,  and 
favored  the  views  of  the  enemy  by  rejecting  all 
goods  of  British  growth  or  maouraciore,  aod  by 
eoiiiling  tbe  oeuiral  to  the  same  exemption  or 
reduction  of  duties,  that  would  be  granted  to  a 
Freachman;  and  that  such  commerce  was  nn- 
neoiral  upon  the  general  groood  of  avowed  pct- 
[islity  to  [he  known  enemy  of-Great  Britain. 

On  the  part  of  the  elainanis,  it  was  answered 
by  their  advooalcs,  that  the  iaformaiioa  aflbnkd 
of  the  decree,  as  well  aa  of  the  certificates  of  ori- 
gin, aod  the  duties  in  question,  waa  extremely 
garbled  and  incorrect.  Thai  isking  the  facts, 
hcwever,  for  granted,  it  did  sot  ttppaar  that  tbe 
course  of  trade  was  anv  other  than  that  to  whiek 
neutraJa  had  been  entitled  by  tbe  law  of  nations 
for  ages  past.  That  the  French  Governmaai  had 
a  right  to  impose  any  reGlrictioos  whatever  in  its 
own  trade,  and  to  admit  neutrals  to  a  partieips- 
lion  of  it  upon  such  terms  at  a  regard  for  its  own 
interest  would  oslutBlly  dictate ;  that  tbe  decree 
which  directed  tbe  certificates  of  origin  was  of 
late  date,  and  it  was  impossible  yet  to  asoeriaiii 
what  would  be  the  conduct  of  neutrals  with  re- 
spect to  it ;  but  thai,  if  they  should  stEH  continna 
to  carry  on  their  commerce  with  l^rance,  andei 
the  restrictions  imposed  by  that  decree,  they  voaU 
have  a  complete  right  by  the  lawof  nations  so  to 
do,  and  would  by  no  means  be  guilty  of  diat  ffroaa 
partiality,  which  amoaots  to  unneutral  coDdact. 

The  judge,  however,  was  very  much  inclined 
to  adopt,  in  his  decree,  the  arguments  of  the  Eiogfl 
advocate,  and  laid  much  stress  upon  the  course  of 
trade 'beinff  UDOsual,  and  of  its  having  been  re- 
sorted to  hy  the  enemy,  in  consequence  of  our 
naval  superiority.  He  admitted  tbe  certifieaia 
of  origin  woiM  not  of  iuelf  bare  bten  jinfiKtent 
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uueof  condemDBtian,  and  thai  Bdeciaion  tolhii 
effeot  had  been  (ciren  br  our  oonrts  at  the  eloie 
of  the  lait  war.  But  he  observed  that  the  dearee 
in^iMUion  mi^hl  impose  ceitain  restrictioDS  aod 
limitations  which,  if  complied  with,  would  cre- 
ate a  breach  af  neutrality ;  that  if  aeatntls,  who 
were  favoring  the  eominerce  af  France,  were  al- 
lowed the  tame  privileges  with  Freaehmen,  bj 
an  ezemptioQ  from  duties  or  otherwise,  be  could 
Dot  hut  coQsider  them  in  the  same  light  with  the 
■objects  of  France ;  and  on  that  account  he  was 
desirous  of  ascertaining  in  what  respect  the  coane 
of  trade  flow  carried  on  with  the  French  ports 
in  the  mother  conntrv  differed  from  tbe  fonaar 
and  customary  line  of  oomiMrefl.  He,  therefore, 
directed  further  proof  to  be  prodnced  (o  the  fol- 
lowing points: 

1.  Of  what  colony  or  country  the  outward  ear- 
goes  were  the  growth,  produce,  or  manafaciure. 

2.  Under  what  certiQcaies  the  same  were  ad- 
mitted to  eulry  in  the  porta  of  Franoe,  and  whe- 
Iber  liable  to  foreign  or  reduced  duties. 

3.  What  are  the  French  laws  on  this  subject, 
and  what  limitationa  are  imposed  on  return  ear- 

The  jndgej  concerning  the  different  interests  '~ 


the  earcoes,  observed,  that  he  aboald  require  from 

every  ckimant  a  uotarial  copy  of  the  original  let- 

der,  by  virtue  of  wnich  the  goods  from 


Franca  were  shipped  on  neutral  account,  and  that 
all  letters  of  correspondence,  bills  of  lading,  and 
invoices  which  concern  such  shipments,  or  nota- 
rial eopietofthem,  most  be  prodnced  to  tbe  conrt, 
'vvt'iflea  by  the  atteslBlian  of  clerks  or  other  indif- 
fcreo I  persons.  This  proofshonid  be  accompanied 
hj  the  test  affidavit,  as  it  is  called,  of  the  party 
Inmse)^  swearing  to  hia  notarial  character,  and 
fbllf  stating  bis  right  to  the  properly  dn  med  by 
him,  and  the  funds  by  which  he  aci}uired  it.  It 
should  conclude  with  the  usual  averment,  that  no 
enemy  of  Qraat  Britain  hat  any  ooDoern  in  the 
goods;  that  the^  were  ai  the  time  thev  were 
shipped,  a»d  at  ue  time  of  the  capiare,  and  wtmld 
■DW  be  iffestofed,  the  sole  and  eicluaive  ptoperty 
of  Uu  claimant. 

The  jndgmen  tt  rf  profcwianal  gealleaMa  is  the 
Btfttea  eait  surely  supply  any  further  direction  that 
mar  be  neesMary  on  the  ^in(  of  fiopaVf. 

Ton  will,  no  doubt,  write  to  your  aereral 
'reapondents  by  this  opportunity,  and  I  bare  only 
to  request  you  will  assure  those  gentlemen  of  the 
best  tiaving  been  done  for  them,  and  that  they 
shall  have  a  continnance  of  my  exertions. 

I  am,  &o.  JAMBB  STBWART. 

SMp  BtUtariKt,  Shhue^fivm  Nm  Vot*  to  Bor- 

lasnred  for  J.  P.  Longehamp,  12tb  June,  1805. 

On  cargo «S,030 

F.  Hugoct      ...---        775 

K.  Sicwns 8,500 

Dhl»,  fieigkl 


This  vessel  was  oaptnted  by  the  British,  and 
carried  into  England ;  the  properly  detained  for 
further  proof.  This  vessel  and  f^n  of  the  cargo 
belongs  to  General  Stevens,  nor  is  there  a  douot 
(so  far  as  I  can  learn)  but  that  the  property  was 
all  American. 


Insored  for  J.  Arden,  the  6tb,  13th,  and  23d  Au- 
gOat,  ISOS, 

On  vessel $4,500 

On  cargo  of  sugar  -----    13,060 

On  logwood    ------        750 

Ob  freight       ------      2,500 

sao.750 

This  vessel  is  sent  into  a  port  in  Bngland  for 
adjudication;  paKiculars  not  yet  known.  The 
property  that  of  Mr.  Arden,  of  this  city;  the 
sugars  imported  from  Martinique,  by  him  landed, 
and  the  duties  secured  here. 

jSAapOcera. 
Insured  for  Qouvetnear  and  KemUe,  the  13th 
August,  and  Sd  September,  1805. 
On  cargo  of  Havana  sugars       •        -   936,439 


This  vessel  is  also  sei 
ticulars  known.  The 
Messrs.  Gooveinear  and 

Total  amount  of  British  captures 


England,  no  pvr- 


FrovistODi  and  lomfaor 


PMMCH  CAPTDHES,  Ac 

Brig  Bector,  of  New  Sork,  Thomas  ^rding. 

Insured  fin  William  Anaairong,  jaaior,  £8th 

fune,  1804. 

September  9, 1804,  paid  a  total  low  on  aeveral 


t4SM 

-     8,009  W 

96,342  60 


Taken  by  two  Freveh  priraieets  or  the  KM 
isly,  tod  finally  cwried  te  Baracoa,  in  Ouba. 

NoTi. — This  property  was  British,  in  an  Ameri- 
can vessel.  Protest  sent  fo  the  Seoretavy  of  SlaM% 
office,  Jaly  5, 1805. 

Schooner  Eagle,  Tbcttuu  Batber. 

Ittsttred  for  John  Troop,  from  New  York  to  J»- 

maica,  on  ib«  oarg*,  aad  to  Janaicn  bank,  ontho 


ScBtembe 
vessel    • 


X  1804,  paid  total  loss  o 


Cargo,  provisioBs,  ud  liunber  - 


818,905       KoTB.— 7*18  i-essel,  b»   well   as  cafgo,  were 
■■'"-■"     owned  by  John  Troop,  a  eitiaen  of  the  vnfMl 
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States,  and  rfaident  ia  NewTork,  captured  on  the 
17lh  Jnne,  1804,  by  the  French  privaleer  schooner 
Sansculotte,  Roily,  and  carried  to  Baracoa. — 
Protest  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  State's  office,  5th 
July,  1805. 

Schooner  PoOff,  John  Biglay. 

Insured  for  John  Troop,  from  New  York 
MonteKo  Bay,  Jamaica. 

October  23, 1804,  paid  a  total  loss  on 
cargo    ...----     84^14 

This  msacargo  or  profisions,  shipped  by  John 
Troop  for  his  own  account. 

Captured  by  ■  French  privateer  on  13th  July, 
.  1804.    Protest  seut  to  the  Secretary  of  State's  of- 
fice, 5th  July,  1805. 

Brig  Tmra,  Crowe. 

Insured  by  Thomas  Buchanan,  SOth  Febraary 
mi  nth  March,  1805, 

On  Tessel  paid  total  lou      -        -       -    $8,000 

Freight  do 2,000 

Cargo  do. 10,595 

$20,595 

From  New  York  to  Jamaica.  =^^= 

This  yesKl  was  owned  by  Thomas  fiuchaoan, 
of  New  York.  The  cargo  was  on  account  of  Bri- 
tish planters  in  Jamaica,  and  vessel  and  cargo 
captured  by  three  French  prtrateen  on  the  11th 
April  last,  and  carried  to  Baiacoa,  in  Cuba. 
'  Protest  seut  to  the  Secretary  of  Stale's  office, 
6(h  July,  1805. 

Copy  of  a  Utter  to  the  honorx^le  Secrttary  qf  Stale. 
OmoE  OF  THE  Unitbd  InaOBANCE  Co., 
New  YoaK  5th  My,  1805. 

Sib:  In  behalf  of  the  United  Insurance  Com- 
pauy,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  I  have  the  hooor 
to  transmit  you  an  bccoudI  of  captures,  made  by 
certain  French  privateers,  of  property  insured  by 
the  said  company.  We  have  no  reason  to  believe 
that  the  property  was  ever  condemned  by  any 
MmMlent  tribunal ;  on  the  contrary,  we  appre- 
hend the  same  was  converted  to  the  private  use 
oftiie  captors,  without  the  form  of  judicial  pro- 
«eediiig. 

Captures  ofasimilar  nature  having  freqnsQtly 
vcenrred,  the  United  Insurance  Company  have 
fUt  it  tbar  duty  to  transmit  to  the  QoTernment 
of  iba  United  Stales  a  correct  statement  of  the 


will  be  found  in  the  enclosed  documents. 

They  confide  in  the  wisdom  and  justice  of  Gov- 
eiDment  to  adopt  all  necessary  measures  for  their 
indemnity  foi  paat  injurie^  and  their  security 
•ninst  future  ones  of  a  similar  nature. 

1  have  the  honor,  &,<:. 

J.  DELAFIBLD,  Pre^t. 

UST  OF  CAPTIfRES. 

Brig  Sector,  of  Nob    York,  TTwmat  Harding, 

front  New  York  to  Jamaica. 

William  ArmatroDg,  jun.,  Sept.  9,  1804,  paid 

otal  lot*  on  several.' — ■ 


Provisions  and  lumber 

Do.  another  policy,  provisions 

Do.  on  freight      -       -        - 


ST6 


«4,09iao 

14S  10 

#2,009  00 


>6.84g  € 


Taken  by  two  French  privateers  on  the  23d  of 
July,  and  finally  carried  lo  Baracoa,  in  Cnbt. 

Note. — This  property  was  British,  in  an  Aroeri' 
can  vessel. 

Schooner  Eagle,  7%imai  Barber. 

New  York  to  Jamaica  on  the  cargo,  and  to  Ja<- 
maica  and  back  again  on  the  vessel. 

JohnTroop.   Seplember,10,1804,paid 
a.  total  loss  on  vessel       ....     (2,490 

On  cargo,  provisions  and  lumber        -        5,684 

88,134 

SAip  Andromache,  BeMe. 
Insured  for  Thomas  Buchanan,  15lh  and  29tb 

August,  1804,  from  New  York  to  Jamaica. 
Cargo  belonging  to  persons  resident  in 

Jamaica, ♦8,908 

Ditto,  ditto 475 

Freight 83,000 

Vessel 18,000 

820,375 

The  Andromache  was  captured  on  the  &tb  Oc- 
tober, 1804,  by  the  French  privateer  Democrat, 
Jerome,  commander ;  and,  on  the  9th  of  the  same 
month,  was  re-captured  by  the  British  8.  W.  La 
Sagesie,  carried  to  Jamaica,  and  the  property  in 
vessel  and  cargo  released  on  paying  a  salvage  of 
one  eighth  per  cent,  and  charges. 
Ship  Alms,  Owe. 
Insured  for  Thomas  Buchanan,  3d  July, 
1805,  from  New  York  to  Falmontb, 
Jamaica,  cargo  belonging  to  persona 
resident  in  Jamaica    .       -        .       81^*35  00 

Total  amount  of  Prenchcaptnrea        8^2,816  00 

The  Almy  was  captured  on  the  S6th  Jane,  by 
the  French  privateer  schooner  La  Confiance^ 
Captain  La  Paze,  and  carried  to  Baracoa,  in  Cn> 
ba;  arrived  there  28th  June. 


SPANISH  CAPTUREB,  &«. 
Brig  Swxett,  Brum. 

Insured  for  Geonge  Bainwall,  from  Jamaica  to 
New  York,  SOth  July,  1805 ;  cargo  ten  puncheoni 
rum       -       - $630 

The  Success  waseaptured  on  tke  13th  July,  1805 
by  a  Spanish  yatley,  belong  to  the  Havana,  called 
La  Donne  Union,  commanded  by  Captain  Cesar, 
manned  with  thirty  or  forty  Spaniards  and  Frencl^ 
meffl,-with  one  Irishman,  who  served  as  an  inter- 
preter. That  three  days  after  the  said  capture,  the 
said  Captain  Bram,  the  passengers,  eight  in  nnm- 
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b«r,aikd  the  people  ofih?  Mid  brig,  were  all  Ofdsred 
below,  uid  toe  balcbesthut  upon  them;  iathisaiiu- 
alion  ihejr  were  kept  tbrouga  ihe  nighl.  In  the 
morniDg,  the  crew  of  the  galley  prepared  their 
kDivei  and  cutlasKi  and  clubs,  opened  the  foie- 
caitle  Bod  called  for  the  captain.  That  this  ap- 
pearer,  with  ibe  view  of  prewrTiog  the  eaptaia's 
uTe,  stepped  forward  and  ascended  to  the  deck  j 
thai  the  crew  of  (he  ^lley,  with  theii  inatru- 
ments  of  slaoghier,  having  arranged  ihemEclveE 
in  .two  ranki,  compelled  the  seamen  of  the  said 
brig  10  ran  ibe  gauntlet,  while  each  gave  him  a 
blow  or  a  atab  as  he  paaaed.  That  Captain  Brum 
and  his  pasaeagera  and  ciew,  were  all,  in  succes- 
sion, taken  from  the  bold,  and  treated  with  the 
same  faorrid  cruelty,  excepting  five  French  paa- 
aengere.  That  an  English  gentleman,  by  the 
name  of  Smith,  who  was  oup  of  the  pawen^ers, 
was  beaten  with  such  severity  that  be  sprang  into 
the  long  boat  and  broke  his  ancle  in  two  puces; 
that  tlM  mate  of  said  biig,  two  English  passen- 
gers, and  two  seamen,  were  put  in  irons  on 
bOMtd  the  galley,  and  three  days  afterwards  sent 
ashore  at  Congaboutee,  about  one  hundred  and 
eighty  miles  from  Havana,  and  the  said  brig  lad 
retaaindet  of  the  crew  were  sent  to  Campeachy  j 
and  it  is  stated  that  the  property  is  in  the  hands 
of  the  Ooverameut,  subject  to  tbe  orders  of  ibe 


Pbiladelfsia,  December  10,  1S05. 
8u  :  Among  the  nnmeroos  captures  of  Amer- 


ciicumalaneei  attending  i 


r  vessels,  taken  t 
""   wYorl 


the  otbeT  for  ibis  place,)  has  particularly 
the  BtteatioD  of  the  merchantsand  insurance  com- 
panies of  this  place,  where  (be  property  has  been 
prtnci pally  insured. 

Those  vessels,  carried  cargoes  Ixom  the  United 
States  to  Bordeaox,  and  were  returning  with  ar- 
ticles, the  manufacture  oi  erowth  of  France,  partly 
ihe  proceeds  of  the  cooos  they  carried  out,  and 
partly  purchased  witli  their  funds.  The  vessels 
and  tbeii  cargoes  wsf  e  libelled  iii  the  Vice  Admi- 
ralty CooTt  at  Maliffti,  and  are  held  for  further 
proof. 

By  a  letter  received  from  the  proctor  of  the 
cUiaMOfs,  (a  copy  of  which  accompanies  this,) 
it  appears  tnat  the  King's  advocate  advanced  on 
the  trial  principles  new  and  extraordinarv,  which 
were  favorably  received,  by  the  judge,  who  has 
called  for  proofs  that  have  never  been  required  on 
any  former  occasion.  Such  proofs,  as  have  been 
vsual,  have  aclually  been  sent  forward,  but  strong 
doubts  exist  whether  the  others  called  for,  if  ob- 
tainable, onght  to  be  adduced.  Wishing  to  act 
with  due  circumspection  in  an  affair  which  may 
involve  important  consequences,  it  has  been  deem- 
ed advisable  (o  submit  the  case,  with  aucb  obser- 
vationsas  have  occurred  to  us,  to  the  Deparimeni 
of  State,  that  we  may  benefit  of  any  adyice  or 
opinion  you  may  favor  us  with. 

Tbe  prools  required  by  the  judge,  which  to  ui 
aiqMaia  exceplionable,  are : 


1.  Of  what  colony  or  country  the  outward  car- 
go was  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture. 

2.  Under  what  certificates  were  the  same  ad- 
milled  toentry  in  the  ports  of  Prance,  and  whether 
liable  to  foreign  or  reduced  duties. 

3.  What  are  the  French  laws  on  this  subject, 
and  what  limitations  are  imposed  on  return  cargoes. 

Weconsider  tbe  first  as  except ioiuble,  inasrauch 
as  It  has  not  been  heretofore  required  ;  it  has  beett 
held  under  former  decisions  of  the  British  courts 
that  return  carsoes  are  not  questionable  on  account 
of  the  outmro  one,  except  the  latter  consisted  of 
articles  contraband  of  war.  In  the  last  order  of 
the  British  King,  tbe  ezception  is  confined  lo  th« 

Croduct  of  articles  contraband  of  war:  tbe  em- 
irraisment  which  tbe  establishing  this  as  a  prin- 
ciple  would  occasion,  is  too  obvious  to  requite  ex- 

"3'.  Under  what  certificate  were  the  same  ad- 
mi  ited.io  entry  in  the  ports  of  France,  and  whether 
liable  to  foreign  or  leaoeed  duliea." 

To  thjs,  besides  the  objection  already  stated,  it 
seems  utterly  irreconcilable  to  the  principles  of 
justice,  that  the  claimants  should  be  aallca  upon 
eitberto  prove  a  negative,  orfurnish  a  cause  of  eoa* 
demnatioQ  of  their  properly.  It  was  suggested  by 
the  judge  in  his  reasoning  that  the  permission  of 
imparting  into  France  the  produce  of  her  colonies 
by  neutrals,  while  those  of  the  British  dominion* 
wereeaclaaed,  waa,of  iiself.a  breach  ofneMralitj, 
and  if  on  reduced  duties  that  would  be  an  addi- 

Tbe  fact  (as  respects  those  ships,)  is,  that  they 
carried  from  the  United  Slates  cargoes  taken  on 
freight,  from  various  people,  and  consisting  of 
articles,  the  produce  of  (be  United  States,  and  of 
the  French  and  6|mnish  colonies;  the  cargoes 
with  which  they  were  returning  are  not  precisely 
the  proceeds  of  the  outward  ones,  nor  W  belong- 
ing lo  the  same  persons;  it  is,  tnerefore,  impos- 
ing upon  tbe  owners  of  the  present  one  a  most 
UQieasonable  task,  and  has  this  still  further  dis- 
advantage that,  if  those  proofs  are  furnished  in 
cases  in  which  they  are  attainable,  in  every  in- 
stance in  which  that  could  not  be  done,  it  may  be 
deemed  a  grouiid  for  condemnation ;  besides,  it 
would  be  lued  for  a  precedent  on  all  future  occa- 

To  (be  third  there  is  no  objection,  but  that  it 
puts  upon  (he  claimant  aproof  which,  if  material, 
ought  to  be  adduced  by  the  captors.  If,  as  they 
contend,  the  laws  of- Fraace,  which  provide  for 
neutral  commerce,  are  agiqund  of  condemnation, 
the  proof  of  the  existence  of  such  law  in  reason 
rests  with  the  captors. 

As  the  French  laws  are  explained  lo  us,  they 

Srovide  against  ihe  introduction  into  that  king- 
om  of  any  goods  or  roeicbandise,  the  manufac* 
tureor  ffrowinof  any  of  the  dominions  of  Britain. 
And  it  IS,  therefore,  required  (bat  all  goods  carried 
ihere  should  be  accompanied  with  certificates, 
showing  of  what  country  they  are  tbe  manufac- 
ture or  growth,  and  aucb  certificates  are  to  be 
verified  ny  tbe  commetcial  agent  of  France  at 
the  port  oA  ibftir  sbipmeni,  or  his  deputy;  thesf 
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are  eotled  cenl6eatn  of  origio,  xnd  are  indiBpctii 
■Ue. 

With  reBp«ct  to  the  TtAvcti  dnlies,  yrt  und«r- 
>und  that  there  bsi  eihied  in  France,  (n 
yeats  previous  to  the  reroluiion.)  a  reguli 
vhich- provided  that  the  exporters  of  goods  from 
h«r  coloDiesj  by  payine  certain  dntiea  at  the  place 
of  export,  wonld  be  alloved  an  ■batement  on  the 
Aatiea,  to  which  they  voutd  oiherwiie  Iw  liftble 
en  their  introdBciioii  into  Ftanee.  When  that 
law  WBS  decreed,  French  Mbjeets  only  oanid 
export  the  product!  tX  her  celooies  to  the  ntother 
cDUDtry.  Sioce  the  revolution  the  like  proTision 
Iita  been  extended  to  all  persons  exporting  ifaose 
prodnclB ;  bat  we  are  iaformed  that  it  is  emhar- 
raued  with  so  many  promlotis  and  dilficaltiet 
that  the  abatetnent  in  Prance  is  aeldom  claimed, 
and  much  seldomer  obtained.  Some  imperfe 
Doticea^  extracted  from  tetiera  fMiad  on  board 
thoie  inipt,  haa  jwobably  anggested  this  Inquiry, 
tod  not  my  certain  knoiriedge  of  the  laiv,  or  iu 
cfiMt  on  the  gooda  in  qucMion. 

To  (he  latter  part  of  the  (bird  proof  required,  it 
can  b«  eaUbliabed  that  no  candition  k  exacted 
from  the  exporters  of  goods  from  France  to  any 
unitial  conn  try. 

la  the  pretenl  state  of  onr  eommerce,  the  pKn- 
eipUaiowhicb  we  hare  referred  csnnoi  be  viewed 
hj  the  meiebante  and  anderwriiera  of  ibi 
witbotit  extreme  anxiety.  Relyins  on  tl 
cision*  wbicb  formerly  took  place  in  the  British 
conrts,  the  merchanls  of  this  country  have  risked 
pri^rty  to  an  iiainenae  amount,  much  of  which 
u  now  at  hazard,  and  depending-  on  the  establish- 
ment of  the  principles  which  are  the  luhject  of 
thi«  commUDicatioQ. 

The  time  limited  for  exbibitistr  out  proofs  at 
Baltfai;  expires  on  the  8th  February.  If  you 
■hall  deem  it  necessary  to  favor  a*  with  any  com- 
muoication  on  (he  sabject,  it  may  be  in  time,  and 
will  be  used  in  such  way  as  you  may  advise. 

Weare,&c. 

THOMAS  PlTZSIMONa. 
Pw'i  Del.  Am.  Co.  ofPMladdjMa. 

JAMES  S.  COX, 
Pre^t  Aw,  Co.  of  Petmn/tvama. 

JOSEPH  BALL, 
Pnt't  Int.  Co.  of  PkiladelpMa. 

CHARLES  PBTTIT, 
Pra't  Alt.  Co.  of  North  AmerKa. 

JAiug  ManiaoH,  Esq. 

Halifax,  Nmembvr  9,  1S06. 
DiAttSis:  At  the  interlocutory  decree  of  the 
Coartof  Vice  Admiralty  in  the  eases  of  tbe  Eater- 
prif^  Kttgeoia,  Zulema,  and  Hamihon,  will  ue- 
eeasanly  affect  all  the  other  ships  ebgaged  in  the 
■•me  trade;  and  as  it  isadecree  which  may  lead 
to  a  final  decision  of  infinite  importance,  I  have 
(hetight  it  fit,  for  the  infbmtaiioa  of  our  American 
ftiendi,  to  troDble  you  with  a  few  lines  on  the  sab- 
■Jeet  of  it.  These  several  ships,  And  their  respec- 
tive cargoes,  were  charged  generally  in  the  allega- 
tion of  the  King's  advocate,  to  be  enemy^  prop- 1 
«ny,  aid  various  gtoMH  «ere  adopted  in  anp- 


port  of  the  allegation.  Among  the  sanber  was 
a  point  of  national  law,  which  tbe  eounael  for  tbe 
captort  tbongbt  fit  to  raise,  upon  very  looaa  iafoe- 
mntinn,  afibrded  by  letters  found  on  boairf  ike 
ships,  of  a  tale  decree  of  the  Ooremmenl  of  Fraoce 
respecting  the  imporiation  of  BriliKh  gtNNia  or 
manafaeture.  It  appeared,  by  a  nsmbeT  of  tboae 
letters,  that  certificates  of  origin,  as  they  were 
termed  had  been  carried  to  Fraace  by  theae  aev- 
«ral  ships,  for  the  purpose  of  proving  die  growth 
and  manufaciareof  tbeit  ontwatil cargoeai.  Iiap- 
pcared,also,  that  onleu  theae  certificam  bad  bcoi 
produced  at  BonJeaax.ibeveseetsand  ih#ir  eargoa 
W0Dld,iu  all  probability,  have  been  condemtied  by 
the  French  Oavernmeat  under  the  decree  befcre 
meaikmed;  and  it  lafther  appeared,  thai  Uie  pro- 
duce of  the  Fr«nch  colooies,  of  which  the  oataraid 
car^^s  of  these  ships  chiefly  conaiated,  was  «i< 
empied  from  duties  on  the  production  of  i^e  cer- 
liflcBtei.  Upon  theae  fhcts,  it  was  ooateaJad,  on 
the  pait  of  (he  captors,  thai  a  trade  oarried  or  to 
France  by  neutrals,  onder  the  decree  in  qMeatitn, 
was  an  unusual  course  of  trade,  lubmitted  to  tot 
the  adraniage  at  the  enemy ;  that  the  cartitcaw 
of  origin  was  obtained  con  form  aUy  to  that  decree^ 
and  favored  the  views  of  the  enemy,  by  rejeciiiw 
all  goods  of  British  growth  and  muraMcmre,  asa 
by  entitling  the  neutral  to  the  same  ezemptioo,or 
reduction  of  duties,  that  would  be  graoiedlOB 
Frenchman;  and  thatsuoh  commerce  wasuanen- 
tral,  upon  thegeneral  ground  of  avowed  partiality 
to  the  known  enemy  of  Great  Britain. 

Ob  ihepartof  thec)tliniatsJtwasaMW»«dbj 
their  advocates,  thai  the  iafbrmation  afforded  (f 
the  decree,  as  well  as  of  tbe  certificate  o(  orMa. 
and  (he  duties  in  qaeilioB,  was  extra maly  yatbM 
anil  Incorrect;  that  taking  the  facts,  however, fot 
granted,  it  did  not  appear  that  the  course  of  iniit 
was  anv  other  than  ibat  towhich  neutrals  bad  bcM 
entitled  by  the.law  of  nations  for  age*  paat ;  tktt 
tbe  French  Oorvrnment  bad  a  ri^t  to  impose 
any  restriction  whatever  upon  itB  own  (tad«s  add 
to  admit  oeaiiala  to  a  participatioa  of  it,  npen 
Bueh  terms  as  a  r^ard  fot  its  own  intereai  wo^ 
nanrallf  dictate ;  that  tbe  decree  wbick  direeiad 
the  eeriifieate  of  origin  was  of  lata  date,  and  it 
vat  impeasibleret  to  ascertain  what  wooJd  be  du 
conduct  of  neutrals  with  respect  to  it,  but  if  tbcy 
shoirid  still  continue  to  carry  on  tbeii  eomaeree 
with  France,  under  the  restrictions  impoaed  by 
that  decree,  they  wootd  harea complete  rifkt,by 
the  laws  of  naiiona,  id  to  do,  and  woald  by  aa 
be  gnllty  of  that  gToaa  pirtiaKlv  whioh 
U  to  aonentral  conduct  At  all  evenm, 
snppoeing  the  greatest  misehtefi  to  ranlt  to  the 
Briiisb  Ooverncnent  from  such  commoce,  it  ma 
a  subject  for  the  consideiation  of  the  HinistrT,  and 
could  not  be  a  ground  of  legal  argument  ina  Coint 
of  Vice  Admiralty. 
Tbe  judge,  however,  was  vet^  much  iaeliitad 
adopt,  inihia  decree,  the  arguments  ortlieKiag*s 
advocate,  and  laid  moeh  stress  upon  the  conra«o€ 
trade  beinr  nnuraal,  nnd  upw  its  baviag  beea  ra> 
sorted  to  Dy  (he  enemy,  in  eonarquanoe  of  ov 
nhvalsupeiioriiy.  He  admitted  tba(  the  aertifi- 
cate  of  origin  wonld  not,  of  itaelf,  faava  baoa  aiffi* 


dbyGoO^le 


881 


AM-ENBIX. 


882 


JRtbHoHa  ibOh  €freai  Britain  mid  fyonet. 


dtm  eiON  of  ooDdemfiatioti.  sad  that  S  dFcisioti 
10  this  ^eei  btd  fawn  kItmi  by  our  conrts  at  the 
eteae  of  tin  laat  war  j  bnt  he  obserred,  that  th« 
decree  in  quntioa  mif  fat  itnpow  certain  reslrle- 
ttona  and  limitatioos,  which,  if  complied  with, 
would  create  a  breach  of  aeumliiy;  that  if  nen- 
irali,  who  were  favoriAg  the  coinmerea  of  Prance, 
were  allowecl  the  same  privileges  with  French- 
men, hy  BO  exeiBptiDQ  from  duties, or  otherwise,  be 
could  not  but  consider  them  in  the  same  light  with 
the  subjects  of  France,  and  on  that  aceoont  be 
wu  desiroua  of  aicertalning  in  What  respect  the 
eenirse  of  trade  now  carried  on  with  French  ports, 
in  the  lAoiher  coantry,  difltred  from  the  former 
BDd  custooMry  line  of  eotnmeree.  He,  tfanefore, 
dtreered  fbrther  proofs  to  be  produced,  to  the  fol- 
lowing pmets:  1.  Of  wbatcototi7,or  eotialry,  the 
oBtward  cargoes  were  the  growth,  produee,  or 
manafhcture?  9.  Under  wb at  certificate!!  Were 
the  Mmesd  tattled  to  entry  into  the  ports  of  PniDrce, 
■nd  w4tether  liable  (o  foreign  or  redneed  dfiiiesl 
3.  Wlnt  are  the  French  laws  upon  this  sobjeet, 
afld  what  Ihnftadona  are  imposed  on  Munt  ear* 
goea. 

I  (honld  imagine  that  ftirlher  proof  might  be 
ohtaised  to  these  eeveral  poina,  by  mi  apj^iettion 
to  the  French  Minister  in  Amenes  for  the  law 
on  the  subject,  and  by  applyiog  to  the  cnstoin* 
honse  for  the  history'  of  the  ontward  cargoes. 
The  jniige,  eoncemiDE  the  dilfereot  interesU  in 
the  carcoea,  observed,  t^at  he  shonld  reqaire  from 
every  olaimaBt  a  notarial  «opy  of  the  original 
letter,  or  order,  by  Tirtae  of  which  the  goods  from 
Franee  were  afaippedoo  nentral  acootint,  and 
that  all  leHers  of  correspondence,  bills  of  lading 
and  inToieea  which  concern  each  shipment,  or 
notarial  copies  of  them,  moat  be  ptodnced  to  the 
cotirt,  vetified  by  the  attestation  of  clerks  or  Othet 
indiSbrent  persons.  Thisproof  should  beaccora- 
panied  by  the  test  aflSdaTlt,  aa  it  is  called,  of  the 
party  himself,  swearing  to  his  national  ebaracter, 
atid  fatly  ala ling  hb- right  to  the  property  el ahned 
by  him.  and  the  fands  by  which  ha  acquired  it. 
It  ahoald  conclude  with  the  nsual  arowraeb  I,  that 
no  enemy  of  Oreat  Britain  had  any  concent  in 
the  good* ;  that  they  wen,  at  the  time  they  were 
^tipped,  and  attfae  time  oflhecaptare.and  woald 
BOW  be,  if  restored^heBoIeandeiclmlre  property 
of  the  ebittiant.    The  Judgments  of  profbsstooal 

Senilemen  in  the  Blates,  can  stipply  any  further 
iretiions  that  will  be  necessary  upon  the  point 
of  property.  Yon  will,  no  doubt,  write  to  yoar 
iernal  correspondents  by  this  opportunity,  and  I 
have  only  to  request  that  yon  will  asstire  those 
geatlemen  erf  the  best  having  been  donefor  tbem, 
and  that  they  shall  have  a  Continuance  of  my 
ef  eMioDs.    I  am,  jfcc. 

JAMES  STEWART. 


NtwtVBT,  R.  I.,  OmmMw,  7, 1806. 
Stn:  Subjoined  you  have  a  list  of  American 
resseht  insured  by  the  Rhode  Island  Insnraaee 
Company,  ealabliahed  at  this  ^aee,  which  hare 


been  captured  by  some  of  the  Powers  at  war,  and 
in  consequence  thereof  abandoned  to  said  cuOi- 
pany. 

Schooner  Polly  of  Newport:  owners  John  Big- 
ley  and  Charles  Cozzens,  both  of  said  Ffewport, 
burden  of  vessel  about  one  hundred  tons. 

Oircwntlance»  of  the  capfurt:  On  the  18lh  of 
June,  1803,  she  sailed  nrom  New  York,  bound  on 
a  voyage  to  Jamaica,  abd  thence  back  to  New 
York,  with  a  cargo  of  lumber  and  provisions; 
vessel  and  carpo  of  the  value  of  about  five  thou- 
sand dollars.  On  the  13ih  day  of  July  foUoving, 
on  her  ontward  passage,  Ist.  2(^20' north,  shewa* 
captured  by  a  French  privateer  called  the  Two 
Friends,  commanded  bV ' — ■  Besoo,  if  his  name 
be  rightly  recollected.  The  master  with  bis  papen 
was  taken  and  detained  on  board  the  privateer; 
the  mate  aod  crefr  put  on  board  a  boat  end  com- 
pelled to  leave  the  schooner  and  provide  for  their 
safety  as  ihey  might;  fortunatAy  they  arrived 
safe  to  land.  Captain  Bigley  was  put  on  shore  at 
Miagniagtia,  8.  W.  part  or  Porto  Rico,  being 
first  stripped  of  his  papers,  and  the  property  about 

The  prizemasler  and  men  put  on  board  the 
schooner,  conducted  her  to  Ssmana,  in  the  island 
of  Hispaniola.  Vessel  and  cargo,  according  lo 
information,  were  sold  there  by  order  of  Qovern- 
mem,  and  the  proceeds  deposited  in  the  public 
treasury,  to  be.  paid  over  to  the  concern.  The 
amonni  of  these  proceeds  is  not  known;  hut  report 
makes  it  a  trifle  compared  to  the  value  of  the 
property.  What  or  whether  any  process  Wai 
instituted  against  faer  by  the  captors  Is  not  known, 
or  Whether  they  had  any  commission ;  it  is  nip- 
posed  they  had  none.  Owing  to  the  difficulty 
and  infreqtiency  of  the  commtmicatioD,  it  has  not 
yet  hem  in  the  power  of  the  concern  lo  obiaio 
the  proceeds. 

BriffOnnge,orNewpOrt:  owner,  Thomas  Den- 
nis, of  Newport;  master,  Stephen  A.  Wanton,  of 
ditto;  burden  Of  the  vessel  about toiu. 

OnrtniwbMcef  of  captart,  fc — On  the  I5th 
day  of  June,  1804,  she  sailed  from  Newport,  boand 
on  k  voyage  to  Jamaica,  and  from  thence  back  to 
Newport,  witb  a  cargo  of  dry  and  pickled  fish,  A«., 
valued  at  about  eif^t  thousand  dollars.  On  the 
— —  day  of  Aagust,  1804.  she  was  captured  by  a 

Preach  privateer,  called  the ,  commanded  by 

■ '  '■■ .  and  carried  iDio  Baracoa,  and  there  dispoa- 
ed  of  by  the  captors,  but  in  what  manner  is  not 
known. 

Schooner  Sea  RoWer,  of  Newoort:  owner, 
John  Clarke,  of  Newport ;  master,  the  same  John 
Clarke ;  harden  of  the  vessel  about  ninety-thtea 

CSrctAMUfice*  of  captare.—Oa  the  36lh  day  of 
December,  1804,  within  one  mile  of  the  shore  of 
the  Island  of  Caba,and  in  sight  of  the  Moro  Cat- 
tle, and  bound  to  Havana,  she  was  captured  bf  a 
French  privateer,  called  iQe  Nipoleo^  and  eom- 
macded  by  — ,  master.  Captain  Cnatke  peti> 
tiooed  the  Qovetnment  at  the  Havana  to  hart 
the  property  liberated,  as  being  captured  withla 
that  Jarisdictioo.  Pendbg  this  petition,  to  nroid 
delay  and  a^wnae,  Capta&i  Clarke  maae  a  earn.- 
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promise  with  the  captors,  by  which  he  (greed  to 
ply  them  nine  bundred  dollars,  and  ibey  agreed  to 
release  the  property;  he  paid  the  nine  hundred 
dollars,  and  they  execmeil  the  release,  aod  the 

Size-masler  and  FreDcbmei)  quitted  the  vessel, 
larke  then  iDroimed  the  Gkiverament  of  what 
had  beea  done,  produced  the  release,  and  request- 
ed the  Spaaish  guard  on  board  the  Sen  Flower 
might  be  withdrawo.  The  Spaaish  GoierDmeal 
dcniuried  from  day  to  day,  on  one  pretence  and 
aaother,  till  at  leoglh  one  of  the  officers  of  the 
privateer  presented  a  new  petition,  claiming  the 
prize  anew.  Thereupon  the  Government  imme- 
diately decreed  that  the  property  Ehould  be  deliV' 
ered  to  the  captors,  upon  their  giving  bonds  to 
'  ide  the  decree  of  the  Freoch  Qo\ 


St.Douiogo.  Theageotof  Clarke  oflered  to  take 
the  property  and  deposit  in  court  twenty-four 
thousand  dollars,  to  abide  the  decision  at  St.  Do- 
mlDgo.  This  was  refused,  and  bond  of  the  cap- 
tors  was  accepted  for  only  eighteen  thousaad  dol- 
lars; and  the  only  security  required  to  this  bond 
wasB  mortgage  of  some  land  in  a  distant  pari  of  the 
Island  of  Cuba.  Whether  any  decree  at  St.  Do- 
mingohas  since  been  passed,  we  have  not  ascertain- 
ed ;  but,  from  the  best  information,  we  presume  a 
decree  has  been  passed ;  the  information  is  conira- 
diclory.  One  report  stales  that  the  vessel  was  ac- 
quit led,  and  the  cargo  eondemued,  another  llut 
both  were  condemned. 

Schooner  Ann  and  Harriott,  of  Newport :  own- 
ers, Rubert  Stevens  and  Robert  Rogers,  of  New 
fori;  master,  William  Shearman,  of  Newport j 
nrden  of  the  vessel  about  ninety-three  tons. 

CiVctwufoncw  of  the  capture  *c.— On  the  17ih 
of  June,  1805,  she  was  captured  by  a  Freneb  pri- 
rateer,  called  the  Lucerne,  on  her  passage  to  Ja- 
maica ;  afterwards,  on  the day  of ,1805, 

she  was  recaptured  by  an  English  frigate  of  war, 
called  the  Diana,  and  commanded  by  - —  Molo- 
&y,  and  was  sent  into  Jamaica,  where  the  vessel 
and  ear^  were  libelled  and  sold  for  salvage ; 
Talae  of  the  vessel  and  cargo  about  ten  thotisand 
dollars. 

Brig  Mary,  of  Newport :  owner,  Thomas  Den- 
nis, of  Newport;  master,  John  Davis,  of  ditto; 
bard  en  of  the  vesael  about  one  bund  tea  ions. 

Circumitanctt  of  the  capture,  f  c — On  the  6th 
day  of  April,  1805,  she  sailed  from  Newport  for 
Jamaica,  loaded  wilh  codfish,  provisions,  &c. ; 
that  the  36ih  same  month  she  was  captured  by  a 
French  armed  boat,  whether  commissioned  or  not 
nnknowo.  The  crew  of  the  brig  wfie  forced  into 
a  boat,  with  fome  provisions^nd  driven  off  to 
one  of  the  Bermuda  Islands.  The  brig  and  cargo 
were  carried  to  Baracoa,  in  the  Island  of  Cu^. 
No  process  whatever  was  instituted  against  the 
properly  by  the  capiors ;  they  there  emMzzled  the 
cargo  and  sold  the  vessel.  The  loss  is  about  tun 
thousand  dollars. 

The  office  has  an  interest  in  the  brig  Roweua. 
Robinson  Potter,  master,  condemned  in  Snglaod 
in  the  course  of  the  Summer  past,  but  the  cir- 
cumstances of  that  case  are  not  here  detailed,  as 
other  offices,  who  have  a  greater  interest,  in  the 
same  vessel^ bare  Blready,or  will  represent  them. 


The  vouchers,  in  proof  of  the  foregoinf  atate- 
ments,  will  be  forwarded,  if  necessary,  with  per- 
fect confidence  that  these  lawless  depredationaou 
our  commerce  will  be  properly  felt  and  noticed 
by  our  Oovernmeot.    lam,  &c. 

SAMUEL  VERNON,  Jr^  Png't. 
Hon.  James  MAnisoir,  Sec.if  Slate. 

To   the  honorabk  Jama  Madiim,  Etq~,  Suretary  of 
State  for  tht  Drtiled  Slala. 
Newport,  R.  I,  December  11, 1805. 

Sir  :  The  Newport  Insuraoee  Company  deem 

their  du^  to  exhibit  to  the  Gorernmeat  a  staia- 
_ent  of  the  losses  they  have  austained  daring  the 
present  war,  by  the  depredations  of  the  belliger- 
ent Powers.    Compared  with  its  limited  capital 
id  enterprise,  it  is  presumed  there  are  few  omnea 

the  United  States  that  have  suffered  more. 

From  the  instances  mentioned  in  the  teqneL  it 
may  be  collected  that,  since  the  23d  day  of  July, 

,  the  aggregate  loss  to  the  metchantsand  the 

country  by  lawless  captures,  exceeds  fifty-aerak 
ibonsand  dollars.  The  company  conceive  them- 
selves  justified  in  stating  that  these  losaes  arose 
from  contingencieg  which  no  commercial  intelli- 
gence could  foresee,  and  upon  which  no  commer- 
cial prudence  was  hound  to  calculate. 

The  losses  they  have  to  enumerate,  were  ona- 
tained  in  the  course  of  a  legal,  accustomed,  and 
honestly  neutral  commerce,  carried  on  by  native 
American  citizens,  with  American  capitals,  in 
American  bottoms. 

These  losses  may  be  arranged  under  two  heads; 

1st.  Captures  in  the  West  Indies  by  piratieal 
privateers  with  real  or  pretended  French  com- 
missioni.  The  property  plundered  by  these  pri- 
vateers has  been  uniformly  taken  into  the  put) 
of  the  island  of  Cuba,  and  there,  with  the  conni- 
vance, or  under  the  protection  of  the  Spanish 
Qavemment,  without  any  form  of  trial  oi  pre- 
tence for  legal  condemnation,  has  been  Krid  and 
distributed. 

sid.  Captures  in  the  British  Channel  by  British 
armed  vessels,  in  consequence  of  the  new  princi- 
ple lately  announced  by  the  Courts  of  Adtairalcy, 
viz :  that  in  case  a  vessel  has  brought  goods  from 
the  colony  of  a  belligerent,  although  she  bring* 
them  to  the  United  States,  and  the  owners  there 
unlade  thetn,  nay  the  importation  duties,  finish 
tbeconcernsof  the  old  voyage,  and  select  and  un- 
dertake another,  with  the  same  vessel  and  goods^ 
it  shall  not  be  deemed  evidence  of  a  new  voyage 
but,  on  the  contrary,  conclusive  evidence  of  a 
continued  and  uninterrupted  voyage  from  the  col- 
ony of  a  belligerent.  . 

Under  the  first  head  have  occurred  the  follow- 
ing cases : 

No.  1.  Brig  Grange,  S.  A.  Wanton,  mastn; 
Thomas  Dennis,  of  Newport,  Rhode  Island^  mer- 
chant, owner ;  laden  with  &sh  and  provision* 
bound  from  Newport  to  Jamaica;  vessel  and  car- 

el  valued  at  tlO,000.    Insured  by  (he  Newport 
surance  Company,  $4,000  on  cargo. 
Circiatutatuxt  of  ctmlure,  4«. — The  Orange 
was  iaken  on  the  21st  July,  1S04,  by  the  French 
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prirnteet  Volttsnew,  Capciin  Moismd,  Bboni  six 
leagaes  from  toe  isUod  of  St.  Domio^o.  The 
officers  nod  mcD  were  stripped  of  eTerythmr,  eveD 
to  the  clothes  on  their  backs,  and  left  eotirely  dea- 
liiute.  The  property  wai  taken  to  Baracoa,  in 
the  iilatid  of  Cdba.  No  form  of  trial  or  coodem- 
nalioD  was  had.  The  cargo  was  diitribated  by 
the  captor),  in  their  own  way,  and  the  veuel,  it  is 
believed,  burnt. 

No.  a.  Brig  Sallr,  Stephen  Chase,  master ;  Setb 
Howard,  owner;  litiUDd  for  the  United  Slates; 
veuel  and  cargo  estimated  at  8,4000.  Insured  by 
the  Newport  Insurance  Company,  $3,700. 

CircunutoHce*  of  capture,  *c.— The  caplain, 
in  his  protest,  declares  ihat,  after  being  detained 
by  an  embargo  at  Falmouth,  in  Jamaica,  he  sailed 
from  thence  for  Montego  bay,  on  tbe  28th  of  April, 
1805 ;  that  he  hid  been  out  about  four  hours,  when 
he  was  eapinred  by  a  felacca,  within  a  mile  of 
the  shore.  The  captain  of  the  falacca  informed 
Captain  Chase  he  was  a  good  prize,  and  that  he 
had  orders  to  oapiore  all  American  ressels  on  the 
coast  of  Jamaica.  The  Solly  was  taken  to  Gape 
Coure,  in  the  iaUnd  of  Cuba ;  no  condemnation 
or  form  of  trial  was  had,  and  Captain  Cha«e,  and 
three  out  of  sis  of  hie  men.  after  being  stripfied 
of  their  clothes  were  ordered  to  take  to  their  boat. 
They  did  so,  and  fortunately  arrived  at  Montego 
bay  on  the  29th  of  the  same  month. 

No.  3.  Schooner  American  Lady,  Knock  Toby, 
maater;  owned  by  Bowen  and  Enois,  of  Newport, 
merchBDts,  and  others,  cargo  ram,  Ae^  bound 
from  Jamaica  to  the  United  Stales ;  value  of  ves- 
sel and  cargo  $4,000,  insured  by  the  Newport  In- 
surance Company,  $2,950^ 

CiTCunutatuxi  of  capture,  S-c. — This  ve«Ml 
■ailed  on  the  16ih  February,  1805,  from  Morant 
bay,  south  aide  of  Jamaica,  boujid  for  Camden, 
Stai«  of  North  Carolina.  On  the  20th  of  the 
.same  month,  being  about  fire  league*  distant  from 
the  Isle  of  Pines,  she  was  brought  to  by  a  small 
privateer  under  French  colors,  mounting  one 
swivel  gun,  and  manned  by  about  fifteen  men,  prin- 
cipally Spaniards.  The  vessel  was  taEen  posses- 
aion  of,  «arried  to  the  Isle  of  Pines,  the  captain 
and  men  plundered  and  abuaed,  aikd  left  on  shore 
ai  thia  desert  island  without  any  means  of  sub- 
sistence except  a  dozen  of  biscuits  and  a  bottle  of 
ram.  Tbey  would  have  perished  there  had  it 
not  been '  for  the  compiuuioa  of  a  Spaniard,  the 
only  inhabitant  of  the  island.  The  captain  and 
crew  remained  at  this  place  until  another  French 
privateer  arrived  there,  when  they  were  laken.at 
the  request. of  Captain  Toby,  near  Savannah  La 
Uar,  on  the  Bouth  side  of  Cuba,  from  whence  the^ 
travelled  to  ibe  Havana.    The  captain  noted  his 

£roteet  with  the  American  Consul,  who  attended 
im  to  the  Qovernor.  Capiaia  Toby  expbined 
to  the  Governor  the  ill-treatment  he  had  eaeonot- 
ered;  demanded  a  restoration  of  bis  vessel,  which 
was  DOW  within  the  Governor's  jurisdiclion,  and 
the  release  of  Moses  Henly,  a  free  black,  one  of 
his  crew,  who  had  left  a  wife  and  family  in  the 
United  States,  and  who  was  in  the  greatest  dis- 
treaa,  u  the  captors  were  determined  to  sell  him 
a  slave  for  life.    The  Govetooi  made  liide  at  no 


reply  to  Gapttia  Toby's  lemanstraBces  or  peti- 
tions.  After  waiting  some  time,  finding  himself 
unable  to  obtain  redress,  he  was  compelled  to 
abandon  the  property  and  return  to  the  United 
States. 

No.  ^  Schooner  Add  tnd  Harriet,  William 
Shearman,  master,  vessel  and  cargo  valued  at 
010,000:  vessel  owned  by  Robert  Rogers  and 
Robert  Stevens,  and  the  cargo  bv  John  Hein,  all 
of  Newport,  merchants,  bound  from  the  United 
States  to  Jamaica;  &5,000  wot  insured  Ijy  the 
Newport  Insurance  Company. 

Ctrcumilance*  of  capture,  Sa. — This  vessel 
was  captured  aa  the  eth  of  May  last,  by  a  French 
privateer,  off  Cape  Maire,  in  the  bland  of  Cuba, 
and  was  ordered  for  St.  Jago  de  Cuba,  but  upon 
being  chased  by  the  English  ship  of  war  Diana, 
she  was  run  on  shore  by  the  prisemasier.  After 
considerable  exertions,  and  itirowing  overboard  a 

geat  part  of  her  cargo,  she  was  got  off  by  the 
nglish  recaptors,  ano  taken  by  them  to  Kings- 
ton, Jamaica,  where  the  vessel  and  remainder  of 
her  cargo  were  sold  under  the  process  of  the  Court 
of  Vice  Admiralty  there.  The  salvage  of  one- 
eighth,  which  was  awarded  the  recaptors,  the  de- 
struction of  port  of  the  cargo,  and  the  disadvonl- 
ages  nndei  which  the  residue  was  fold,  render  this 
little  less  than  a  total  Ion. 

These  are  the  principal  losses  sustained  by  thia 
company,  arising  from  the  piratical  depredations 
of  privateers  in  the  West  Indies. 

In  all  theae  cases  abandonments  have  been 
made  to,  and  the  tnina  insured  pud  by,  thia  oom> 
puny. 

Under  the  oeeond  head  of  loss,  the  following 
imjHKtant  coses  have  ooenrred : 

No.  1.  The  brig  Rowena,  Robinsm  Potttr. 
master,  voyage  from  Newport  to  Antwerp ;  veisel 
and  cargo  valaed  at  $26,735,  owned  by  Christo- 
pher Grant  Champlio,  Esq.,  for  himselfj  in  his 
own- right,  and  as  administrator  of  Christopher 
Ghamfttin,  Ssq,  deceased;  sum  insured  by  the 
Newport  Insaraoee  Campany,  $15,000. 

Circtmutance*  of  capfure,  grounds  of  amdetpr 
nation,  ^c. — The  owners  of  the  Rowena  had  im- 
ported in  her  from  Martinique  a  cargo  of  sugar 
and  coffee.  This  cargo  was  legally  landed,  and 
the  duties  payable  to  the  United  States  secured. 
The  owners,  flndiug  no  advantageous  domestic 
market  for  their  coffee  and  sunr,  made  general 
inquiries  into  the  state  of  the  Knropean  market. 
Tliey  began  to  contemplate  generally  an  exporta- 
tion ;  but  whether  that  eiporiatioa  would  be  to 
Copenhagen,  Amsterdam,  or  Antwerp,  or  whether 
it  was  to  be  totally  abandoned,  was  a  matter  ip 
deliberation,  and  to  be  determined  by  the  result  ot 
their  inquiries.  After  a  delay  of  soma  weeks  it 
was  uliimaiely  decided  lo  send  the  sugar  and  cof- 
fee to  Antwerp.  For  this  purpose  a  new  voyage 
was  eoncerted^a  new  crew  hired,  and  a  quanlitjr 
of  slaves,  the  growth  of  our  country,  (and  so  ex- 
pressly and  minutely  certified  by  the  brig's  pa- 
pers,) vras  added  to  the  original  cargo.  On  the 
6th  of  May  last,  the  Rowena  sailed  from  Newport, 
and  on  the  16th  of  June  was  captured  off  Oitend, 
by  Hia  Britannic  Majesty's  hired  armed  cattec  iha 
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Qxit&o,  tommmaitA  hj  LieiitCDant  Forbet.  The 
sl)eg«a  pretence  of  capture  wka  ■  suspicion  thai 
th«Ro«reaa  intended  lo  violate  the  blockade  of 
Oitend. 

Tbis  pretence,  hoireTCr,  toiallf  unsapporied  by 
Ikcta  or  bf  appearances,  was  speedily  abandoaed, 
and  the  sole  qaenion  at  the  trial,  in  the  Court  of 
Admiraliy,  wa*,  whether  the  Toyage  was  to  be 
treated  upon  the  footing,  of  one  contioaed  vofigi 
from  Martinique  to  Antwerp,  i.  e.  from  the  col- 
onv  of  the  enemy  lo  tbe  mother  conotry.  Tbe 
judge.  Sir  William  Scotr,  without  eoteriag  into 
any  discuMinn  of  the  above  question,  or  detailing 
at  all  the  particular  facts  of  this  ease,  referred  to 
bis  decision,  ia  a  case  immediately  preceding, 
Tis;  the  Enoch,  Doane,  master,  and  declared,  as 
he  did  not  see  safficient  reasons  to  distinguish 
tbis  from  the  caae  of  the  Eooeb,  it  most  meet  the 
«ame  fate.  The  ease  of  tbe  Enoch  is,  withmit 
doubt,  in  the  poueuion  of  QoTerameal,  and.  al- 
though, therefore,  comment  is  unnecessary,  and 
may  be  e*eD  deemed  improper,  yet  ww  cannoi 
forbear  lo  remark,  that  the  case  of  the  Enocb  U 
distinguishable  fVom  that  of  ibe  Rowena  in  a  verv 
impoitant  particular.  The  Enoch,  as  Sir  Wil- 
liam Scott  states,  was  under  a  charter  party  be- 
fore she  quilted  Boslonj  to  pierform  the  Toyeffe 
she  did  perform.  AdmitliDg  a  moment  for  the 
IMirpose*  of  a^mrat,  (what  oao  nerer  be  admit- 
ted in  fact,  without  the  proetraiion  of  nentral 
rights,  and  tbe  destnietioa  of  tbe  commerce  of 
the  coantrjr,^  that  the  newly  announced  principle 
sf  Gr«ai  fintaiD  it  one  deducibte  from  the  law  of 
nations,  aod  that  its  application  was  correct  in  the 
CMC  of  the  Enoeh,  it  by  no  means  fdlows  that  its 
application  was  likewise  correct  in  the  case  of  the 
Rowana.  There  wasnocharter  party  in  the  tatter 
caae;  there  waa  nothing  indioatisff  a  primary  and 
freconceired  inteotioa,  riz:  at  £e  outset  to  go 
tn  Kirope  with  the  eargo  ftroeured  in  the  West 
indict.  There  existed  nothing  of  which  the  ease 
m*  first  to  be  cleared,  for  the  claiiaanls  to  be  en- 
titled to  the  benefit  of  the  nilea  of  evidanee  u 
kid  down  bjr  the  British  ootiria.  There  ms  no  th- 
IDE,  to  speak  in  the  kneoaite  of  those  Aouris,  to 
tmU  the  burden  of  proof.  But,  wairing  any  ob- 
•trTatiena  on  a  diffe/Mtee  so  obvioas,  it  does  seem 
aoowwhat  «straordinarr,  that  the  aentence  in  the 
oaMOf  tbe  Rowwa  should  have  been,  in  reality, 
Me  of  moK  severity  than  th«  srotenee  in  the  pre- 
•edii^  ease  in  that,  the  property  put  on  board 
-M  Boston  was  Avorably  oMsidered.  and  restored, 
in  the  case  of  the  Roweoa,  stares  of  the  f  rowih 
of  tbe  United  Suies,  and  pat  on  board  at  New- 
port wwe  not  restored,  b«t  indnded  in  the  un- 
tfisimgnisbiag  cittise  of  condsmaaiion,  which,  in 
ft*  style  of  absurd  fortnality,  pronannees  the  Mp 
and  oargo  to  bare  beloagwi,  at  the  time  of  the 
eafiture  and  seiitiia  thereof  to  the  enemies  of  the 
Crownof  Great  Britain,  and  assach,  or  otherwise, 
liable  to  eosfiicatioa. 

Besides  the  total  loss,  the  companr  bare  paid 
9B56,  their  proportion  «f  $876,  being  the  law  eoMs 
atteadiag  the  claim. 

Ko.  2.  Ship  Hope,  Robert  Robinson,  master; 
«waera,  Otorga  Champlia,  Saqoire,  Christ^bflr 


Qrant  Champlin,  Esq.,  as  administntlor  of  Chris- 
topher Champlin,  £^>,  and  the  master ;  royage, 
from  Newport  to  Amsterdam  ;  rslae  of  ship  and 
csrga  $108,631.  Insured  hy  the  Nemwri  Ins«- 
rance' Company,  915,000. 

CircamtUauxt  if  the  ease,  eaptun,  fc — Tbe 
Toysge  in  which  this  ship  was  eng^ed,  prerioiis 
to  the  one  in  which  she  was  captui«d,  was  irom. 
Newport  to  Batavia.  She  sailed  from  Newport 
in  February,  1804,  and  arrived  at  Batavia  in  the 
following  May.  Owing  to  the  scarcity  of  pro- 
duce, and  the  number  of  ships  endeavoring  to 
procure  it,  after  selling  a  small  qnantitf  of  irqn, 
wbich  made  a  part  of  ner  cargo,  tlie  captain  pro- 
ceeded with  his  ship  and  specie  to  Haailla;  be 
there  purcbased  a  cargo  of  sngar  and  indigo,  aoi 
sailed  about  the  &kh  of  November,  1604,  for  New- 
port, where  he  arrived  on  tbe  IStb  of  Biar,  ISOS. 
The  eai^  was  landed  and  Miveied,  and  tbe  i»- 
portaiion  doties  secured  to  be  paid.  Aftera  lapse 
of  abaul  sis  weeks,  the  owners,  not  fiadiag  a  mf- 
Sciently  favorable  market  at  boaae,  etseladed  on 
a  new  voyage  to  Amiterdain,  for  the  farpom  of 
re-exporting  their  sugar  and  indigo,  the  ship  wtts, 
coBiequeatly,  partiairy  repaired,  a  new  crew  Wred, 
aad  the  sugar  and  indigo  taken  from  warehovses 
and  re-shipped.  This  ship  sailed  from  Aiaste^ 
dam  otr  tbe  30tb  June,  and  was  captored  br  His 
Britannic  Majesty's  hired  armed  cutter  Swan, 
Lieutenant  Cameron,  and  broogbt  into  Tar- 
nteuth,  where,  in  consequence  of  the  recess  of 
the  Admiralty  Court,  she  was  detained  until  the 
ISth  of  September,  1806,  when,  upon  trial,  the 
sbip  and  cargo  were  leMored,  bat  vilhwit  coms  «t 
damaees.     The  coademnaiian  w  '  — ' 


part  of  the  captors,  < 
cargo  taken  ia  i 


ispr«BBe<Loai 

I  tbe  ground  of  its  wkob  a 
's  eiAovf.  and  ma 


touching  at  America^  having  been  brboefai  c»  lo 
ifae  enemy's  eonntry  in  Europe,  without  Dreakiag 
the  oovtintiity  of  the  voyage  by  any  aet  4mm. 
And  in  re^ot  of  this  queriioa,  the  jod^  do- 
clared  there  was  no  evidence  that  th«  eoKiMiltf 
of  the  voyage  was  in  terrnptrd.  The  eaigo  of  the 
Hi^  was  pumhased  in  Manilla,  in  time  of  pr» 
found  pence  between  England  and  Spain.  Tbt 
ship  aailtd  frooa  Manilla  throe  weeka  before  the 
detslanition  of  war,  by  Spain,  agmiM  Qreat  BIt^ 
oin,  whieh  took  place  the  14th  Deoenber,  1801, 
and  about  aeven  weeks  before  repriMls,  on  the 
part  of  Oreat  Britain.  Yet,  still  it  was  uigad  by 
the  asptors  that  the  cargo  -was  pnrobased  jk  «»• 
templntion  of  war,  nnd  the  judge  agreed  tba^  if 
that  had  been  proved,  it  would  bare  opemaed  ex* 
acily  the  snore  in  effect  as  if  actual  hostilities  had 
taken  place ;  but,  he  said,  as  no  proof  appenrel, 
nnd  the  fact  being  that  war  did  not  commeitce  tiS 
after  tbe  vessel  sailed,  he  thought  it  unlikely  that 
Amarioani  would  speculate  upon  the  autgecL 
But,  snppoein^,  say*  he,  that  it  was  nn  importa- 
tion A'om  Manilla  to  Anuterdam,  at  this  period,  it 
'would  have  baen  an  importation  perfeony  legnt, 
and  all  transactions  in  America  may  be  laid  oat 
of  the  qnestioo ;  yet,  for  being  engaged  ia  a  voy- 
*~  perfeotly  lenl,  after  havmg  that  vaya«e  ra- 
by  an  ille^  capture,  the  awners  of  the  Hope 
were  deaied  ladeoiafty  for  damagas  stiatained, 
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and  cDtnpftled  to  pay  cotti,  expcDses,  and  lav 
cbargei,  to  the  aroonot  of  iwo  bundred  and  dxiy 
poundscterliotf,  about  forcy  pouadi  of  which  were 
exacCiDBi  for  light-money,  and  Hanugate  and  Do- 
Ter  harbor  daea. 

Such  i*  the  itatament  vhieh  thia  company,  at 
the  preaeot  innclare.  hai  to  make  to  the  Qonm- 
men  t  of  the  United  Slates.  The  varions  protwis, 
decree*,  and  Diber  dacnioentary  erideaoe,  con- 
firmatory of  thta  Btatement,  shall  be  forwarded, 
wbrn  deemed  neeaaary  by  ilie  Oorcmtnent. 

The  Newport  Insurance  Company  hare  a  hope 
aid  cooGdeaee,  that  the  Oeaetal  GorernmenE, 
whoM  right  it  I*  t«  regulate,  would  feel  it  tbeir 
doty  to  protect  commerce;  that  meacis  will  be 
found,  in  the  wisdom  &nd  enngy  of  Gtotemment, 
to  piDcnre  tpttfh/  amtperuaiion  to  the  anSerers, 
and  ledreas  to  the  nation  for  its  witUtd  rights 
and  dignity. 

With  sentiments  of  high  retpccL  I  remain,  on 
bahalf  of  said  company,  your  obedient  semnl. 
SAMUBL  ELAM,  Prtaident. 


In  Senate  of  tbb  tJ.  Statbb, 
Ftbnary5,  1B06. 

Tbe  committee  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the 
15th  of  January  last,  that  part  of  tiie  PresidcQt^ 
message  which  relates  to  iha  ipoliation  of  oar 
eommercs  on  the  high  seas,  and  informs  oa  of  the 
new  priseiplee  auumed  by  the  British  Courts  of 
Adtuiraltv,  as  a  pretext  for  the  cDademaation  of 
oar  vessels  in  their  prize  conrta,  respeclfally  i«- 
portj  for  tbe  consideration  of  th«  Senate,  the  fot- 
lowiDS  resolulioni; 

1.  Raoieed,  That  the  capture  and  oondetnaa- 
tion,  ander  tbe  orders  of  tbe  British  Government, 
and  adjadieation  of  their  Coarti  of  Admiralty, 
of  American  vesida  and  their  cargoes,  on  the  pre- 
text of  their  being  emfiloyed  in  a  trade  with  the 
enemies  of  great  Britain,  prohibiiad  in  time  of 
peace,  is  an  unprovtdCed  a^^^^cn  opOB  the  pto- 

Kty  of  the  cili2ena  of  these  United  States,  a  vio- 
tm  of  their  neutral  rights,  and  an  enetoaek- 
meni  upon  tbeir  national  independeiMe. 

S.  Raolvad,  That  tbe  Preaident  of  tbe  United 
BlatM  be  requested  to  demaikd  and  insist  upon  the 
restoration  of  the  property  of  their  citizens,  ca^ 
tnred  and  eondemned  on  the  pretext  of  iu  hdif 
eifiploy«d  in  a  trade  with  the  enemies  of  Qreat 
Britain,  prohibited  in  time  of  peace,  and  opoa 
the  iBdemaifiealion  of  sach  American  citizens, 
for  tbeir  tosses  and  damages  snstaiited  by  these 
captures  and  eoBdemntions^  and  to  eater  into 
such  amngem«its  with  the  British  OovRnmsnt, 
on  this  and  all  other  diflhreoees  tobsistisg  batwaen 
the  two  natioDK  (and  prticolarly  rvspcctin^  tbe 
impreistBeni  of  Amerieaa  seamen,)  as  Bay  be 
eoitsialenf.  with  ibe  boooc  and  interests  of  the 
United  StatM,  and  manifest  tbeir  <ameil  desire 
to  obiaiit  for  loemselves  and  tbeir  eitizenr,  by  am- 
icable negotiation,  that  justice  to  which  they  are 
ratitled. 

3.  Stmlvei,  That  it  is  expedient  to  prohibit  by 
hwtheimpaiiation  into  the  United  Siatttofsny 
of  the  follawiag  good^  warn,  or  nerahaiidisc^ 


being  Ibe  ^rowtk,  prodoee,  orinaniifaMares  of  the 
united  Kiagdona  of  Oteu  Britain  and  Ireland, 
or  th»  depeDdeneiee  theteof)  dial  is  lo  say,  wooU 
ions,  IkcDs,  baia,  nails,  lookiBg^IasMa,  rum,  bard> 
ware,  riate,  salt,  aoal,  boots,  shoes,  ribaads,  silki 
and  plated  and  slaM-waraa.  The  Mtd  prohiUtiaa 
I  conmeoce  irom  the  —  day  of  — ,  nnlev 
pevioaaly  theraio  eqnitaUt  amugemcaie  shali 
9  made  betweea  tbe  two  OpTcmmeals  oa  tka 
IffBienoca  snbaistiug  between  them,  and  toean- 
liaae  natil  anoh  arrwngemaiUa  afaaU  be  agMoA 
upon  and  setded. 


BOSTON  MEMOBIAL. 

lb  OtePrmAmloftk*  VwiUi  Skdm,  mti  Ot  BenaU 

andSpuMqf  SginitutatuMMofa*  Uniiaii Slaiei ^f 

A-^ttrica,  in  CengrtM  tuMO^udi 

The  nbaetibcfa,  a  eanuttee  of  the  merohanta 
of  the  town  of  Boston,  duly  empoverad  for  the  pof 
p«we,  respcelfuUy  ask  leave  to  addiew  OoverDmeitt 
on  a  subject  highly  intensting  to  the  eonmesM 
and  prosperity  of  the  United  States,  and  involviac 
\M  its  reanlts  a  great  peeaaiafy  propetty,acqairea, 
as  they  bi^eve,  by  boneet  eiertions  in  the  pioao- 
oulion  of  an  open,  fait^  and  authorized  trade. 

While  your  aiemoriaUils  have  wiUesMd,  witk 
mingM  mlisgs  of  indignation  uwards  the  pM* 
patroiora,  and  of  comrniseraiion  for  tbeir  unforiw 
aate  ooonlrynen,  the  Maukaand  buharities  whioh 
the  eomneroe  of  these  Stales  baa  sustained  front 
tbe  cruiMra  of  FrasM  aad  Sptun,  it  is  thoir  ob- 
ject. i»  the  present  menoraal,  to  confine  tbeir  aoH 
BUMrcrsioDs  lo  the  nM»re  alarming  (because  toon 
nnmerona  and  nletwve)  deieations  and  ooadam^ 
nationtof  American  vessels  by  Qreat  Britun, and 
to  advert  to  the  principlee  recently  avoared  tu>d 
adopted  hj  her  conns  relative  to  neairal  trade  in 
atliotea  ol  eetontal  produce— pmcipLea  which,  if 
admilled.or  pcaotised  upon  iaalltbelatitode  wbioh 
nay  laiily  be  iitferrcd  to  ba  intended,  wonld  bo 
strQctive  of  the  tiavigatioii,  and  radically  iipati 
tbe  moot  Inciative  eonnerce  of  our  eonMry. 

The  I»wornaliona,lik«  all  other  laws  not  iortaad 
by  express  noBpaei,  moit,  to  give  it  an  d>ligalury 
force,  be  fotuidM  oa  tbs  nils  of  right,  and  be  ooa- 
slracd  loaxistoi]dyfram<9«DdMWMiea,DcfraB 
a  tacit  aoi|ule*eea«e,  aader  its  operatioa,  by,  tka 


CrtitaiDtcreaUdinit.    Itisalawarhichoanv 
coosidend  as  abeolalaly  pumanent ;  for,  beinc 
Mtabliahad  by  commwi  coDseot,  for  the  genoial 


good,  it  cca  oulr  be  anmorted  so 
dMcs  ike  effaet  mMitded.  And  si  . 
chaafes  in  iha  poUlJcal  world,  froM  the  rolatrn 
situation  of  States  ai  difihraat  epooba,  and  faoai 
the  growth  of  new  ca^ares,  that  it  may  very  poc 
sibly  bappest  that  what  prootoied  the  pablic  wel- 
fare atcae  tiae,  (aad  tharefiom  baeame  part  of  tbe 
law  of  naiii>iis,]|migbt,  at  another  pcriBd,tc  ltd  only 
to  the  aggrandieameitt  of  an  indtvidnal  nation,  at 
tlw  eapcDse,  aitd  to  the  depraision  and  injaty,  << 


manv  other  nations.  In  ineh  oaae,  it  is  hut  rear 
boosdIc  to  expect  that  kM  prinoiplea,  ev«D  if  they 
had  been  onoe  «preaily  aofOilted,  would  becoma 


boosdIc  to  expect  that  kM  prinoiplea,  ev«D  if  they 
had  been  onoe  «preaily  aomilted,  would  becor  ~ 
tdaolatfl,  or  be  newly  modiiwl,  uid  mnda  lo  a> 
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form  torn  BtBie  of  natians  nridelj  difierent  from  thai 
in  vhich  ihey  orig^inated.  At  any  rate,  your  me- 
morialist! presume  it  can  never  be  jusilycoo  tended 
ibat  principles  of  maritime  law  have  been  admit- 
ted by  a  nation  during  whose  existence  they  had 
Defer  been  avowed  nor  aciM  upcn,  merely  because 
«uch  nation  did  not  anticipate  and  comba^reteo- 
tions  which  it  never  imanned  would  be  s^tioaily 
advocated — Minciplea  that  had  been  virlually 
abandoned  euDcequently  to  their  firat  avowal,  even 
during  an  intermediate  and  inveterate  war,  and 
during  the  prosecution  of  a  trade  which  ia  now 
interdicted  and  alleged  to  be  illegal,  but  which 
trade  was  at  that  lime  sanctioned  oy  the  promol- 
gated  decisionsof  her  courts,  and  by  an  official  com- 
municaiion  from  one  of  the  highest  organs  of  the 
rery  Qovemment  which  is  now  attempting  to  de- 
itTo;  it ;  and,  with  its  suppt«ssiaD,to  annihilate  or 
greatif  diminish  the  commerce  of  neutral  nations. 
From  the  decree  of  the  Lords  of  Appeal,  in  the 
ease  of  the  Essex,  (Orne,)  from  the  judgment  of 
Sir  William  Scott;  in  several  other  cases  since 
that  decree^  in  direct  contravention  of  his  former 
decisions ;  from  the  multiplied  arrestations  and  de- 
tentions of  American  vessels,  ofwhich  every  arrival 
Inrnishes  a  more  extended  list,  there  is  great  cause 
to  apprehend  that  the  British  Qovernment  mean 
to  set  np  as  principle,  that  she  has  a  right  to  in- 
terdict all  commerce  by  neutrals  lo  the  ports  of 
her  enemies,  which  ports  bad  not  been  opened 
previously  to  the  commencement  of  hostilities; 
that  if  she  permits  a  trade  with  ihem,  in  anv  de- 
gree, she  has  a  right  to  prescribe  the  limits  of  it— 
to  investigate  the  intention  of  the  parties  prose- 
cniing  ii ;  and  if  sneh  intention  be  not  the  actual 
disposition  of  the  property  in  the  neutral  country, 
to  oonsider  the  merchandise,  even  after  the  im- 

ertaiion  into  such  country,  aSux  having  been 
nded  therein,  warehoased,  and  the  duties  paid 
on  it,  as  only  in  the  stage  of  a  continned  and  direct 
Toyage  from  the  colony  to  the  mother  country,  or 
tiix  vena,  and  therefore  lll^al,  and  liable  to  con- 

Speenlating  upon  the  apparent  avowal  of  these 
ntinciples,  the  vice  admiralty  judges  of  Great 
Britain,  the  officers  of  her  ships  of  war  and  erai- 
•ers,  saem  to  consider  them  as  the  signal  for  har- 
attingaad 'arresting  neutral  commerce,  and  vigi- 
uuly  aciinr  in  conformity  With  these  iibpres- 
■iotia.  We  find,  that  icarcely  an  American  ves- 
■el  can  pass  the  Babamai,  the  Straits  of  Gib> 
laltar.  or  the  English  chatinel,  wiibont  being 
Mind,  in  aome  oases  eondemned,  and  in  others  re- 
leased, either  without  damages,  or  with  ^e  eon- 
victioa  that  the  demand  for  compensation  would 
be  attended  with  greater  expense  than  would  be 
defrayed  by  a  saoeessful  pursuit  of  it. 

In  some  iustanoes  your  metntirialists  find  new 
Tessels,  on  their  first  passage  from  the  United 
Slates  to  Eorope,  arrested,  carried  out  of  their 
wufse,  and  injoriously  detained,  under  the  vexa- 
tious pretence  of  a  continuity  of  voyage  from  the 
oonntryot  colony  of  a  belligerent. 

In  another  instance  they  liave  witnessed  a  ves- 
sel captured  and  condemned  uadar  the  most  friv- 
oloiM  pteteoi,  when  in  the  proaeeation  of  an  ac- 


knowledged and  permitted  trade,  under  circom- 
stances  which  bsniihed  every  snadow  of  donbt 
as  to  the  real  destination  of  tne  vessel,  the  iden- 
tity of  the  owners,  or  the  actual  intentiona  ef  the 

Vour  memorialists  allude  to  the  case  of  the 
Indus,  Uyrick,  which  vessel  was  owned  by  gen- 
tlemen of  this  town,  not  engaged  in  comminoa 
business,  possessing  very  abundant  capital  lo  nn- 
dertake  large  and  disiain  enterprises,  and  the  fiLti- 
ness  of  whose  intentions  or  conduct  has  never 
been  quesliooed  or  suspected. 

The  Indus  proceeded  from  Boston  to  Balavia, 
there  purchased  a  cargo^  and  on  the  return  there- 
with to  Boston,  was  dumasted,  aiHi  after  Buf- 
fering severely  from  the  elements,  obliged  to 
put  into  the  Mauritius ;  on  her  arrival  there,  the 
ship  was  found  too  much  injured  to  prosecute  the 
voyage,  was  condemned  as  not  seaworthy,  and 
sold.  The  captain,  not  being  able  satisfactorily 
to  dispose  at  the  lale  of  France  of  that  part  of 
the  cargo  which  remained,  after  defraying  the 
expenses,  purchased  another  vessel,  gave  her  the 
same  name,  put  od  board  the  residue  of  his  origi- 
nal cargo,  and  completed  his  loading  with  freight 
belonging  to  citizens  of  this  town.  With  tnii 
remnant,  saved  from  his  misfortunes,  he  proceed- 
ed on  the  voyage,  and  had  nearly  reached  the 


lUtb  of  o^r  harbor  when  his  vessel  i 
fax,  ana  there  by  the  Vice  Admiralty  Court  cott- 


lured  hv  a  British  cruiser,  and  carried  into 


Ha^ 


demned,  because  among  the  papers  was  foimd  a 
memorandum,  reminding  the  captain  after  his 
arrival  within  the  harbor  of  Boston,  to  insert  ia 
the  manifest  to  be  delivered  at  the  custom-house, 
that  the  ship  was  bound  "  for  Boston  and  Bmb- 
den" — a  provision  merely  Intended  to  operateia 
case  of  the  restoration  of  peace  before  the  retura 
of  the  vessel,  and  which,  as  the  laws  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  were,  when  she  departed  from  Boston, 
was  needful  to  enable  her  to  proceed  to  Barope 
without  nnloading  the  cargo,  or  the  payment  of 
duties;  and  whicn  provision,  the  captain  must 
have  been  well  convinced,  was  rendered  wholly 
niuatory  with  the  second  ship,  because  when  he 
left  the  United  Slates  be  knew  that  if  any  part 
of  the  cargo  were  entered,  the  whole  moat  be 
landed;  tud  having  taken  freight  -which  he  was 
obliged  to  deliver  here,  there  ne  longer  lemained 
an  efection  respectin  g  the  termination  of  t  ha  voyagt^ 
and  that  it  must  of  oeceasity  be  concluded  at  Boottai. 
The  precautionary  memorandum  to  insert  in 
the  manifest,  after  the  arrival  of  the  Teasel  in  oar 
harbor,  the  words  "  Boston  and  Bmbdeo,"  waa 
practised  at  the  time  for  the  same  purpose  by 
many  of  our  most  correct  and  intelligent  mer- 
chants, and  is  no  evidence  of  an  intention  to 
avail  of  the  nermisaion  which  it  gave  to  proceed 
to  Europe.  In  the  ease  of  the  Indus,  the  owners 
hav»  disavowed,  most  formally,  under  the  exist- 
ing political  state  of  Europe,  any  intencian  of 
continuing  the  voyage;  ana  this  asseveration  is 
corroborated  by  the  strongest  collateral  evidence 
it  is  possible  to  adduce;  the  same  orden  having 
been  given  in  previous  enterprises,  in  none  n 
which  Itad  the  permiasioii  beeit  araited  of  j  bot  in 
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every  cue  in  which  th«f  wwe  iaterMMd,  the 
eargoea  bad  been  actnaltf  landL-d  oad  told  in  the 
United  Stales,  aotwithstaiidiDg  a  gimilai  decUn- 
tion  in  the  lURDifesls. 

In  acothet  case,  foar  memorialist!  learn,  that 
a  Tesael  (ihe  Aurora,  Hall,)  belonging  to  Ports- 
mouth, New  Hampshire,  after  having  carried  oat 
a  aar^^D  of  innoceiit  merchaodise,  the  properly 
of  natiTe*  and  merchanta  of  this  toVrn,  to  the 
neatral  port  of  Laghorn,  ordered  from  thence 
with  specie  to  Calcntta,  and  from  thence  to  re- 
tam  witb.a  cargo  to  this  place,  bu  been  arrested 
in  the  pragma  of  the  voyage,  carried  into  Gibral- 
tu,  ana  may  probably  becondemned,  becaiueher 
outward  catgo  connsted  of  colonial  produce,  and 
beoanse  the  captain  was  permitted  by  his  orden 
to  atop  at  the  Isle  of  France  on  his  Toyaee  to 
Calcntta,  and  to  avail  binuelf  of  the  state  of  the 
market*  then,  shonld  they  be  favorable  to  pro- 
cure a  return  cargo  for  Boston,  thus  embarrassing 
a  tradewhich,  whether  pmseented  to  the  one  place 
or  ihe  other,  has  by  all  parties  been  considered  as 
open,  and  extending  the  taint  of  a  car^  of  colo- 
nial prodnce  fnrther  than  bv  most  nations  is  at- 
tached to  a  loading'  of  articles  wholly  coalraband 
of  war,  for  it  is  admitted  by  them,  even  in  that 
case,  thai  the  offence  is  deposited  with  the  cargo, 
and  ceases  on  iifrdeliverv. 

Your  memoriaUsts  will  not  proceed  to  &tigae 
the  attention  of  Qoveniment,  by  citing  esses, 
which  they  ptesnme,  so  soon  as  reaular  docu- 
ments can  be  obtained,  will  be  transmitted  in  pre- 
cise statements  to  Ihe  Department  of  State. 
These  few  instances  they  have  tbought  it  need- 
fal  to  notice,  in  order  to  demonstrate^  that  nnlrss 
the  present  disposition  of  the  British  Admiralty 
Court*  and  nary  officers,  can  be  connteracted  and 
removed,  a  widely  dispersed  and  nnprotected 
commerce,  extending  to  every  region  of  the 
slobe,  will  only  serve  to  invite  depredation,  to 
nankrupi  oarselves,  and  enrich  others,  until  such 
commerce  be  swefit  from  the  face  or  the  ocean, 
and  leave  nothing  in  its  stead,  but  sentiiaeDts  of 
hostility  and  acts  of  contention. 

fVithont  entering  into  elaborate  disquisitions, 
ronr  meiaortalists  request  permission  to  make  a 
few  lemarks  on  what  they  conceive  to  be  the 
principles  assumed  by  Qreat  Britain. 

1st.  It  is  contended  by  Great  Britain  that  she 
has  the  right  to  interdict  entirely  a  trade  by  neu- 
trals to  the  ports  of  her  enemies,  such  ports  not 
having  been  open  to  them  in  time  of  peace,  and 
that  bAving  the  right  to  intardlet  this  trade  alto- 
gether, she  has,  a  fortiori,  the  right  to  modify  it 
a*  sbe  pleases;  and  of  oonseqaence,  if  an  enemf 
nation  should  remain  in  a  state  of  war  for  half  a 
century,  any  altersiion  of  her  colonial  system, 
which,  very  probably  the  prioress  of  events  might 
have  prodnced  in  time  of  peace,  ^all  not  be  per- 
mitted to  her,  evensbould  there  bate  taken  puce 
during  that  time  a  total  and  acknowledged  revo- 
lution of  her  Government,  and  an-  abolition  of 
all  her  ancient  systems. 

3d.  That  having  allowed  a  direct  trade  between 
the  colonies  of  hei  enemies  and  neutral  conn- 
trie^  she  ha*  a  right  n>  «ay,  that  nuh  tmde  iball 


ceaseand  determine  in  the  neutnl  slate,  and  that 
to  prevent  its  fnrther  progress,  she  has  the  right 
to  examine  is  all  cases  to  whom  property  on  the 
ocean  belongs ;  to  traee  the  evidence  of  a  con- 
tinaity  of  trade;  to  investigate  the  latent  inten- 
ticm*  of  neutral  merchants;  to  discriminate  be- 
tween importers  and  exporters,  and  then  to  ac- 
cord to  one  part  of  a  community  what  she  denies 

another 'part. 

A  tacit  submission  to  pretensions  thus  lofty 
and  comprehensive,  but  which  your  memorialist* 
trast  are  most  of  them  untenable,  wonld,  Aey 
conoeire,  be  an  abandonment  of  rights  openly 
recognised,  and  a  derelietion  of  the  most  impor- 
— nt.o«nroerelal  interest*  of  our  coantr^. 

Reason  and  the  moat  powerfiil  consulerationa 
of  equityenjaiB  it  as  a  duty  on  the  United  Blates 
to  oppose  these  pretensions;  for,  cirenmstanced 
aa  these  Blates  are,  possessing  an  immensely  ex- 
tended and  fertile  territory,  inodncing  mostly  Ihe 
necessaries  of  life,  which,  with  the  merebandise 
obtained  from  abroad  by  the  indnstry  and  enter- 
prise of  her  eitiiens,  she  is  obliged  to  barter^  or 
inrnish  in  payment  for  importations  of  foreign 
produce  «[  manufactures — it  behooves  her,  stren- 
uously to  contend  for  the  rtghts  of  an  open  com- 
merce in  innocent  articles  between  other  nations 
that  are  willing  to  aecord  it  and  herself;  for  if 
the  right  be  not  both  claimed  and  admitledj  scarce- 
ly any  of  the  European  Powers  can  in  future  be 
enga^d  in  warfhre,  wilhont  making  tbe  United 
States,  in  opposition  both  to  her  efforts  and  widi- 
ei,  either  a  vietim  or  party  in  the  contest.  For  it 
is  well  known  that  tbe  trade  of  lU*  country 
with  nearly  all  the  eolonies  of  European  Powers 


i»  carried  on  by  occasional  permission,  and  by 

id  that  the  cbrt  of  Bala  ' 
shall  not  be  opened   to  oeuinls  i 


partial  relaxations  of  the  probibilory  system ;  and 
if  the  British  contend  that  the  port  of  Balavia 


because  it  has  ordinarily  been  closed  against  them 
in  periods  of  peace  ;  that  tbe  temporary  permis- 
sion to  trade  iheve  was  extorted  merely  by  the 
S'cssnre  of  Ihe  maritime  su|>eriority  of  Great 
riuin,  and  that  to  relieve  (his  pressure,  by  the 
purchase  of  Javanese  produce,  was  counteractti)^ 
the  effect  of  her  arms,  and  giving  aid  to  her  ene- 
mies in  lbs  war,  H  might  with  eoual  force,  by 
parity  of  reasoning,  ba  contended  by  Fiance,  or 
any  other  nation  at  war  with  Great  Britain,  tb*t 
the  limited  permiasion  given  to  the  United  State* 
to  trade  at  Jamaica  in  articles  of  the  first  nece*- 


coniineotof  Europe;  that  to  oppose  and  coun- 
terbalance these  Great  Britain  was  necessitated  to 
victnal  and  than  immense  fleets,  and  to  organize 
and  support  nnmerons  armies;  that  to  provision 
these  fleets,  and  provide  for  these  armies,  con- 
sumed alt  ine  produce  of  her  country;  that  nM 
having  any  articles  of  sabsistence  to  i-pare,  she 
must  therefore  either  abandon  ber  colonies  to 
famine,  or  reduce  or  distress  her  armaments  by 
diverting  from  them  part  of  the  supplies  destines 
to  ibeir  support,  and  that  for  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States  to  step  in,  and  anil  of  even  a  iiz 
irinki'  peimiKioB  u  rapply  hei  colonies  Mi 
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tkw  prevaat  ibeir  AUIiag  sb  e«if  piey  into  th« 
■TBI  of  PraDce  from  ih«  preaMTe  of  tkelr  own 
nectMilies,  ■nd  acltiallf  girisg  aid,  and  eomfbrt, 
and  fxUeuM  to  ihe  ci>M»r  of  Fnace,  wm  in 
a&Kt  makiag  a  common  cauM  witb  her,  a.'oA  «f 
eoane  rcodued  iht  TesseU  of  lh<  United  Slate^ 
wben  captnred  in  the  jwosecDtioa  of  *nch  tndc^ 
lawful  prizes  to  tbe  craiMra  of  Fmnee. 

Thutjroar  mnuorioiiEU  conceive  ibeM  pnleib- 
■iwM  tmni  MBtiani  sourcca  of  eolliaiaa,  contio- 
nallr  lending  lo  involTe  tbeie  SiatM  in  the  itue 
«f  Eatopou  mn,  nod  would  oUige  tboQovcra- 
nanl  on  ib«  oecunenee  of  Micb  wan  spMdiljr 
lo  unite  with  one  or  otbec  of  the  pudes,  in  orAei 
that  the  aommercc  of  the  eountrr  nti|bl  lawfully 
aT«il  iUeU  of  aooie  def[ree  of  Mcnniy.  bom  the 
pfOtMtioB  which  iti  own  force  and  tbat  of  iu 
aUiea  conU  afford.  To  tbi*  Mate  of  tbingi  yooi 
aemorialiais  beUefe  it  enn  neither  be  the  intei- 
cct  Bor  tbe  wiih  of  the  Btitiib  QoremmeBt  to 
icduee  our  aoontry. 

The  right  of  intenal  commercial  regalation 
in  articles  of  an  iuDOxious  oktnre,  u  one  of  the 
•neaunl  and  inherent  rigbia  of  cTery  independ- 
ent wreieignty,  end  witb  theezeeptioa  of  a  trade 
to  blockaded  porta,  or  in  articles  contraband  of 
war,  erery  Qavernment  baa  a  right  to  tell  tb« 
anrfAus  articki  of  its  nunufaelures  and  produce 
■o  nentral  mercbanta,  who  on  their  part,  eo  long 
u  they  confine  themselres  to  a  ftir  and  hoaora- 
ble  eoUTse  of  dealing— pnrc Wing  exduBtvely  for 
their  own  aeeouot,  and  refusing  to  cover  the  prop- 
erty of  a  belligerent,  arc  entitled  to  ibe  protee- 
lion  of  tbeir  own,  and  the  retpect  of  other  Oot- 
•rnmenti;  for  the  moit  tenacions  ad?ocatei  for 
the  rights  of  belligercnu  admit  tbat,  during  war, 
Beattils  hare  a  right  to  enjoy  in  tba  ntroost  lati* 
tOide  the-  trade  lo  which  theyliBd  Iwri  aecui* 
loned  in  time  of  pcaoe.  Now,  if  a  belligerent 
iiaa  the  right  lo  blockade  an  extended  seaeoaat, 
ud  exclude  nentraU  froiB  perhapa  fifty  diSecent 
porta,  (ai  waa  the  caae  with  the  French  porU  in 
the  Channel  during  the  laal  war,)  how  can  the 
Bcntnl  enjoy  bis  usual  peaee-trada  in  ita  greateat 
latitade, anlen this depnvai ion  ia balanoeday  ano* 
titer  trade  wbiohic  opened  to  bim  dariag  the  wart 

Aa  to  the  inquisiioriat  right  of  aear«b  into  the 
owsenbip  of  neutral  properly  set  up  by  <3reBt 
Srilain,  end  the  doctrine  appendsd-  to  it,  that  a 
■cuBai  iiDporter  shall  not  again  export  faia  goo^ 
ktu  that  they  sfaaU  be  grst  alienated  and  pMeed 
into  the  'pMwsiioB  of  otherti,  yowr  maiKirialists 
bcliwe  iben  lo  be  nnaoand  in  principle,  offeouTe 
IB  ptaStiee,  and  nugatory  in  efiael ;  for  the  ira- 


pottatioB  of  iBctebaBdiac  i 


a  a  neutiml  conn- 


lr|',  landing  it,  payneol  of  dniie*  on  it,  and  e 
fwaing  it  for  laCe,  a*  folly  domaalicaiee  MKh  me^■ 
cbnodM^  and  makes  it  aa  nueh  a  part  of  the 
Barkcaaue  elMk  of  tbeeonnlry  as  the  con  whlob 
ie  taiacd  in  the  fields,  oi  the  beaf  that  b  fatted  <« 
itamoDDtainsj  and  ihencefotward,  itheoooMsas 
nneb  tite  right  of  one  citiaeo  aa'  another  to  ex- 
port or  appropriate  it  as  he  nhooMi;  and  the  at- 
tempt by  another  OoTernment  aubaequently  lo 
dsorimiBale,  and  to  deprire  a  neutral  merchant 
of  tbn  ligiki  to  pwelutin  a  cargo  ior  ezpoiiaiiMi, 


becauae  pacsibly  he  owned  B  iftietk  part  of  it  on 
importaiioD,  can  only  excila  irritaiion,  inrilecal- 
lusioB,lead  to  fictitious  sales,  and  eveMaatly  wooU 
dimioiab  in  a  Tery  imall,  if  in  any  degree,  sltip- 
uents  of  foreign  produce. 

This  dootrioe  la  probably  more  injariou  ia  ili 
opamiion  to  the  United  Btatea  than  to  any  otb«r 
country.  Secoitd  to  no  nation  on  aartb  in  euev 
|»ise,  her  citizen*  are  ^et  inferior  to  thoae  of  many 
other  countuei  in  capital ;  benoe  aiisca  iho  neoa^ 
aity  of  nnmeroiu  asaociaiiou  in  the  Mnancuiina 
of  distant  ^teniriKa;  and  to  axclode  all  the  origi- 
nal associate*  from  the  right*  of  any  aubaef  aent 
trade  in  article*  derired  from  adveatgre*  in  wbiek 
they  bad  been  coBcerned  to  perhaps  a  Tciy  anall 
anMuot,  and  whiob  adreainre*,  after  tbeir  aniTal 
m  the  United  Stales,  are  as  mueb  terminated,  so 
lai  a*  reapecla  tba  continuity  of  acaoeiation,  a*  if 
the  propeftT  bad  been  sank  in  the  ocean  ^aadthitt 
to  throw  aoTantages  iato  the  laps  of  their  neigb- 
bon,  from  tba  pattici^ion   oi  which  they  at* 


lieve  that  tbe  werad  ttibunals  of  jn^ce  have 
become  subeerriant  to  motiTes  of  political  expedir 
nney,  moiv  especially  in  a  nation  who**  jodicial 
proceedings  bare  firanently  deserred,  and  coai- 
manded  tbe  respect  of  all  cirilieedconntriea;  yet 
tbey  know  not,  easily,  bow  to  reeoaoila  on  any 
other  ground  the  contradictory  proceedingaoftM 
British  Admiralty  Courts  durtng  tbe  &st  anid 
{H«ten[  war. 

In  February,  1800,  there  came  on  for  final  ad- 
judication before  the  High  Court  of  Admiralty, 
in  Oteat  Britain,  tbe  oase  of  the  PoUr,  Las:key.  - 
This  wu  a  retoel  bound  from  MarUtbead  to 
BilboB,'  captured  and  carried  into  England,  be- 
cause ah«  had  on  board  249  boxes  />i  Harana 
sugars,  and  80  hogsheads  Caiaecns  coe«a,  the 
produce  of  Spaniab  colonies,  and  was  brou^l  ta 
trial  priacipaily  under  the  pretence  thai,  as  aha 
was  carrying  loose  articles  to  a  port  of  Spain, 
the  trade  waa  in  effect  a  direci  one  betvetn  ihc 
colony  and  the  mother  country,  and  thaiefiKe  iU^ 

?il,  and  Bubjeelinf  tba  Mopetty  '"-""rt— "'""' 
he  Polly  waa  owned  by  a  meiebant  q£  UuUa- 
head,  wbo  in  hia  atteaMtion  declared,  tbat  he  had 
been  in  babila  of  trading  both  viin  Old  Spain 
and  with  the  Hayana,  it  eridanee  on  tbe  uul  it 
appeared,  that  ibAPoUyonapreriouaToyuehad 
been  to  Bilboa,  that  sba  took  Iron  ib^wc  BilLi  <f 
exchange  on  (he  Havaan^  that  wiiJk  these  bill* 
aba  in  part  paid  far  tbe  identical  sugar*  wUali 
ware  found  oo  beard  of  her  at  tbe  time  of  cap- 
ture j  tbat  fqr  the  residue  of  tbe  purchase,  biQ* 
were  drawn  from  the  Havana  on  the  houaa  in 
Bilboa,  who  did  tbe  btuineas  d  tbe  ve«el  oit  bar 
former  royage ;  and  by  the  certilteate  of  tbe  cot 
lector  of  the  ouiioms  at  Marblebead  it  appeared 
that  the  sugar  bad  been  imported  from  the  Ha- 
Tana  on  board  the  Polly  in  June,  and  exported 
by  berioBilboain  August;  the  intermediate  time 
being  eniplored  in  repairing  tbe  ressel,  and  pre- 
paring ber  for  the  voyage.  It  ako  appeared  1 
the  depositicai  of  tbe  maw  that  the  captain 
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.i  the  qnesilon  at  iMoe, 

or  more  wtiou^vj  marked,  eoaltl  scarce)?  be  ima- 
gioed  bf  the  atronfat  powen  of  iDvention. 

For  the  eaptoti,  ihcn  appeared  the  King's 
adTOoaic,  (unaoabiedl]'  one  of  ibe  aUeit  jurists 
in  the  iiaiioii,)and  Mr.  Arnold.  indaliveriDgit* 
jodKneDt,  the  eoari  aaked,  whether  it  trere  cod- 
leaaed,  that  an  American  conid  not  porchaM  arti- 
cles of  this  nature,  and  impart  ihcm  Aana  fide  to 
Amcrin  od  hii  owaaccowit,  and  aflerwards  ex< 
portthemi  It  was  answered  no.  The  court  then 
slated,  that  an  Americaa  has  nodonbtedtr  a  ri(;ht 
10  import  the  pr(«daceof  thefipaoisb  coloniei  Fcft 
his  own  nae,  and  arter  it  is  imported  bona_fide 
iato  his  own  crantry,  b«  froald  be  at  liberty  to 
«arry  them  on  to  ilte  general  commerce  of  Ea- 
rope.  Tlie  vessel  and  cargo  were  restored  to  the 
Deairal  claimaDlk* 

In  1801,  in  eMiscquenee  of  a  decree  of  the  Vice 
Admiralty  Conn  at  Nanan,  condemDine  the  cargo 
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States  to  a  port  i: 


goin^ 


from  the  United 


the  Spanish  colonies,  with  a 

Sof  artieles  the  giotrth  of  Old 
_  y  respectable  md'  able  Miniiter 
at  the  Coart  of  LoDdon,  immediately  addressed 
Lord  Hawkesbury,  His  Majesty's  Secretary  for 
Foreign  Aflbirs,  anid  remonstrated  in  a  respeetftil, 
bat  firm  md  divided  manner  against  this  in- 
fringemeal  and  Tic^lioa  of  the  rights  of^entrals. 
The  rem ODStrance  met  that  prompt  all  ention  from 
the  British  Oorerameot  which  its  merits  de- 
taanded.  The  sab^t  was  referred  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Advocate  aeoeral,wiio  report- 
ed :  That  the  senteDoe  Qf  the  Vice '  Admirnhy 
Conn  at  Nassaa  was  founded  ia  error;  that  it 
was  DOW  (1801)  disiiiKily  cnderstood,  and  had 
been  r^eatedly  so  decided  by  the  High  Court  of 
Appeals,  that  the  produce  or  th^  coIodic^s  of  the 
enemy  nay  bo  impMted-by  a  neutral  irwo  his 
own  conni^,  and  may  be  re-eiported  from  thence 
e»en  to  the  mMher  coantry  of  sueh  colony,  and 
in  tike  iiMnnar,-ihe  prodnce  and  manufactures  oi 
the  mother  country  may  in  thia  oircoi  ions' route 
legally  find  their  way  to  the  colonies ;  that  a  di- 
rect trade  had  ftot  been  reeegnised  a?  Iega^,  and 
tbe  deciaian  of  wh&t  was,  sr  was  not,  a  diract 
trade,  WW  a  tfaettioit  of  some  difficulty,  but  that 
the  High  Court  of  Admiralty  had  exiwessly  deci- 
ded, akd  the  Advocate  General  mw  no  reason  to 
ezpeot  tlM'OMn  of  Appeals  would  vary  the  role, 
thktUnding  the  goods,  and  paying  the  duties  in 
the  nentral  eountry,  breaks  liie  cYralinviiy  of  the 
voyage,  and  is  meh  an  imponatioo' as  legalizes 
the  timde,  ^though  the  goods  be  reahipped  in  tbe 
same  TcaMl;  and  on  aceotuit  of  the  same -neutral 
pro^iators,  and  forwarded  for  sale  to  the  mother 

The  report  of  the  A^voeate-  Oneral  was  ae- 
eepied  by  the  British  Govemmeet,  immediately 
iraDamiued  by  Lord  Hawketbury  to  Mr.  King, 
and  by  His  Majesty's  ex  preM  command,  communi- 
cated by  the  Duke  of  Portland,  the  princijml  Bee- 
letary  of  State,  in  tbe  lords  commissioners  of  the 
admiralty,  witt  the  inf^mation  that  it  was  His 
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Hajesty's  plansnre,  that  the  dootrice  laid  down  in 
tbe  Advocate  General's  report  should  be  immedi- 
ately made  known  to  the  several  jgdge*  of  the 
vice  admiralty  eoans,  selting  forth  to  thm 
what  Is  held  la  be  law  upon  the- sabject,  by  tho 
sopcrior  tribunal*,  for  their  future  guidance  and 
direction,  f 

Thus  are  obtained  to  ncently  a«  widiin  tre 
years,  the  deliberate  opinion*  oa  the  eaUjeetMBdat 
diMBssion,  of  the  nostemtnem  Engliah  ciTlUaiuk 
and  of  iheHighCoortof  Adiniralty,eottoboi*ted 
(if  one  of  the  ftnt  law  offiaert  of  the  Crowi^  May 
be  eredited,)  by  the  repeated  dcciaioMt  of  tho 
Court  of  Appepls,  which  by  its  lata  and  eontm* 
dietory-decrpe,  in  the  case  of  the  Bisex,  Ome,  hM 
cansea  sodisaetrtias  an  arMstationjind  eondcian^ 
tion  of  Americaa  properly. 

Jadgmenia  thus  perspicnoosly  slated  and  M* 
foteid,  by  the  highest  authority,  it  was  ftif  to 
consider  as  intended  for  a  beacon,  to  direct  to  Iha 
chancel,  through  which  neutral  commerce  mifht 
be  prosecuted  with  secnrity.  It  is  hoped  the 
eventwiltprorethey  were  not  a  mere  igniafatuae 
to  ensnare  the  innocent  and  unsuspicious. 

At  any  rate,  whether  the  doctrine  were  sound 
or  not,  or  whether  it  injured  Great  Britain  or  not, 
it  eanuol  become  tbe  integrity  and  magnanimity 
of  a  great  and  poweHbl  nation,  at  once,  and  with- 
out Dotiee,  to  revene  ba  rote  of  conduct  toward  a 
other  Stales  and  to  prey  upon  the  unproleeted 
property  of  a  friendly  Power,  ibe  exteosion  of 
whose  commerce  had  been  invited  by  the  formal 
avowal  of  her  inteotioDs,  and  prosecuted  under  a 
reliance  on  her  good  faith,  and  l>om  the  confi' 
dence  reposed,  that  her  courts,  uniform  in  their 
ptinttiples,  wcDid  Dev«r  foe  influenced  by  thetim^ 
serving  politics  of  the  momenl. 

But  whatever  may  have  been  tbe  moIiTes  for 
the  proceedings  on  toe  part  of  Great  Britain,  the 
effect  is  notorious.    Prom   her  recent  conduct 

Keal  losses  have  been  sustained,  our  commerce 
3  been  cheeked  and  embarrassed,  and  largs 
quaiilities  of  produce  are  no*  remaining  locked  up 
in  this  country,  which  were  purchased  for  foTetgn 
maAets,  because  our  mercfaaDts  cannot  send  it 
abroad,  without  taking  risks  on  themselves,  which 
prudetice  would  not  jusiify,  or  without  paying 
such  rates  for  ioaurance  as  the  trad^  of  the  coun- 
try caanot  afford. 

''Thos  circumstanced, 'the  merchants  of  Boston 
have  thought  it  their  duty  respeccfully  to  make 
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known  thei: 

lieriog  liie  citizeas  of  the  United  Stales  desirous 
of  cuftivatiug  relations  of  amity  with  the  whole 
human  race,  and  particularly  connected  as  they  are 
with  Great  Britain  by  habits  of  constant  inler- 
course  and  by  mutual  wants,  they' cannot  but 
hope  that  like  dispositions  are  entertained  by  the 
British  nation  towards  this  country ;  and  if  meas- 
ures were  speedily  taken  for  the  amicable  discus- 
sion by  negotiation  of  our  complaints,  that  a  sense 
of  her  own  interest,  and  respect  for  the  rights  of 
other;,  would  induce  her  to  depart  from  ber  pres- 

t  I>«to  ef  Foitlasd'a  )•((«■  to  Mr.  Kiw 
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cot  meuurei,  and  to  condact  towards  u»  with 
juatiee  and  liberality. 

Under  this  penaaaioii,.aDd  without  meaoiDg  in 
the  imallest  degree  lo  deroi^Ie  froto  the  tateotn 
Bod  attention  of  the  American  Minister  at  the 
Conrl  of  LondoD,  the  subicnbera,  wiih  deference 
and  huniilUjr,  big  leave  to  suggest,  whether, 
when  SB  important  na I ional. interests  are  at  slake, 
a  apecial  mission  would  not  carry  with  it  ^at  m- 
fluedce,  and  be  very  inslramelitil  in  the  act 
plithment  of  our  reasonable  wishes. 

In  all  eTeots,  fully  relying  that  the  subject  of 
ODr  difference  with  Great  Britain  will  receiTe  the 
due  coDsideraiion  of  Government,  and  that  such 
meBsores  will  in  consequence  be  promptly  adopted, 
as  will  tend  to  disembarrass  our  commerce,  atxert 
ODr  rights,  and  bupport  the  dignity  of  (he  United 
Slates: 

Yonr  memorialists  hare  the  honor  to  remain, 
in  behalf  of  their  constitueata  and  themselfea, 
moit  ntpwfuUy. 

JAMES  LLOYD,  Ja. 
JOHN  COFFIN  JONES, 
DAVID  QREBKE, 
OBORGB  CABOT, 
ARNOLD  WELLS. 
THOMAS  H.  PERKINS, 
DAVID  SEARS. 
Alttesi:  Isaac  Wiitai.ov,  Secntary. 
BOBTON,  January  SO,  1806. 


SALEM  MEMORIAL. 

lb  the  hmimsble  the  Senate  and  Hoiue  of,  R^ntaenta- 

titaofthe  Unital  Stalee,  the  memonal  ofeUi 

cfSatem  re^ieotfuUy  r^trttnU ; 

Thai,  on  ordinary  occasions,  tb^y  have  deiemed 
it  onnecessary  to  apply  for  the  redress  of  griev- 
■nees  to  the  Gorernroent  of  their  country,  coo.- 
fidiaf  in  the  rectitude  and  wisdom  of  its  councils ; 
Md,  though  their  confidence,  in  ibis  respect,  is 
andiiBitiisaed,  yet,  as  questions  of  national  mo- 
ment are  now  agitated,  and  aggreisioos  committed 
on  out  commerce  in  a  manner  unprecedented,  they 
deam  it  their  duty  to  approach  the  constituted 
anthoritiei.  and  express  their  aenlimeats  with 
fidelity  and  deliberation. 

It  Ms  been  a  source  of  the  puiesi  satisfaction 
to  your  memorialists;,  that,  while  feretgn  nations 
have  been  engaged'in  wars,  which,  in  their  nature 
and  consequence*,  have  transcended  the  limits  of 
buman  foresight,  the  United  Stales  hare,  ucider 
the  benign  care  of  Providence,  been  preserved  in 
the  eDJoyment  of  peace  and  liberty.  They  have 
beheld  with  pleasure  our  commerce,  at  first  feeble 
and  confined,  gradually  expanding  with  awaken- 
ed enterprise,  until  it  has  reached  the  farthest 
shores,  and  embraced  the  moct  inhospitable  climes. 
This  commerce,  prosecuted  with  increasing  vigor, 
and  fostered  by  new  aids,  has  continually  brought 
to  our  ports  the  wealth  of  all  nations,  and  by  open- 
ing a  liberal  intercourse,  added  fresh  zeal  to  Ibr- 
eien  industry  and  domestic  labor. 

lonr  memoiiaUsts,  conrideriDg  wlir  an  eril 


which  could  not  he  confined  in  its  conseqaenees 
to  belligerents,  even  when  prosecuted  with  good 
faith  and  amicable  iDteniions  towards  ueatrala. 
and  believing  it  the  sound  policy  of  the  United 
States  lo  avoid  every  eniBDglemeot  in  it,  as  iaJD- 
rious  to  internal  improvement  and  external  inter- 
ests, have  witnessed  with  unhesitating  approbation 
the  disposiiion  to  neutrality  patronixed  b|;  the 
General  GovetnmeDt,.at  times  when  naiional 
wf  ongs  have  been  pressed  with  peculiar  aggnra- 
liona,  and  seemed  to  point  to  summanr  reidreaK 
Firmneaa  and  moderation  bare  happily  leeiind 
all  the  advantages  of  snccesiltil  war,  and  the  ao- 
ber  appeal  of  reason  carried  conviction  to  foreign 
natioDa.  From  consideraiiont  of  asimilar  nature 
your  memorialists  hare  submitted  to  the  injarin 
of  helligei^ots  during  the  lateEnropean  war,  nnd 
awaited  with  confidence  the  decisions  of  tribnnali 
instituted  to  adjust  national  rights,  and  aflbrd  n 
fair  though  lardy  redress  to  grievances.  To  theae 
tribunals,  elerated  in  the  presence  ttf  the  world, 
as  the  learned  and  impartial  courts  of  naiioiu, 
they  h<M>ed  that  all  parties  might  appeal  for  jus- 
tice and  receive  a  righteous  award.  lo  some  io- 
Elances  ihty  were  disappointed;  in  others  th«jr 
realized  their  expectations.  Andleren  when  they 
could  not  admit  the  correctnen  of  deciaiona,  prtn* 
ciples  were  expounded  and  rules  prescribed, 
which  might  serve  as  pole  stars  for  fntnre  direc- 

Your  memorialists,  however,  hare  witnesicd 
with  deep  regret  aad.  deep  anxiety,  that  to  coma 
of  these  tribunals  they  can  no  longer  appeal  for 
safety.  New  iaterpretaiions  of  old  rulea,  and  new 
glosses  on  ancient  doctrines,  bare  been  arrayed  to 
control  the  circuit  of  neutral  commerce,  and  r»- 
strain  if  not  annihiUkle  its  most  beneficial  opera- 
tions. Their  surprise  has  been  gVeatcr,  beeanse 
the  nation  who  has  adopted  them,  is  one  from 
whom'  we  had  a  right  to  expect  the  most  coocil- 
ialory  conduct,  since. with  her  uUipiately  eentr* 
the  proceeds  qf  our  commeroe,  and  from  hv  wa 

Surefaase  the  greatest  portion  of  her  staple  mnna- 
ictures.  TheinieresU  of  Great  Briiam  and  the 
United  Slates  seem,  in  this  respect,  muinaL  W« 
consurae  the  products  Of  her  iodastry,  and  fire 
her  in  return,  besidesi  large  sums  of  money,  raw 
materials,  b^  which  she  may  levv  new  coatriba- 
lions.  Similarity  of  manners  and  habits,  of  edn- 
cation  and  language ,  hare  added  artificial  iad  aee- 
tuents  for  int€rcMirse,  and  gained  for  her  ambBg 
us  a  respect,  not  sligntly  lo  be  viewed  or  inean- 
sideratefy  forfeited:  On  all  oecasioos  the  United 
Slates  have  exhibited  toward  her  an  amicable 
interest,  and  a  just,  it  mav  be  added,  a  generous 
policy.  If,  tfaerdbrtL  we  nad  farora  lo  ask  or  to 
receive,  our  claims  nave  been  peeuliarty  strong 
upon  her,  because  We  hare  been  emphatieallr  tbe 
sinews  oi  her  opulence.  But  it  it  netiered  that 
the  United  Stales  never  asked  of  any  nation 
more  than  justice,  aad  are  willing  to  be  Mond  b^ 
the  eslablislied  rales  of  commerce.  Yonr  memo- 
rialists, therefore,  express  deep  r^ret,  becnvae  a 
confidence  has  been  shaken  which  may  not  aaailjr 
be  restored,  and  deep  anxiety,  because  the  ptinci- 
plei  nUoded  to,  if  conceded,  must  ereninalljr  proa- 
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timte  our  trade,  ot  leare  it  at  tha  arbitrary  discre- 
lion  of  befligereots.  Wbetber  peace  or  war  pre- 
vail, the  baDsfnl  iDfliKDce  ifill  ererywhere  be 
felt,  aDd  in  the  latter  predieameot,  ve  sball,  ai 
neutrals,  ilrate  the  misebiefs  of  it,  without  tbe 
chancei  of  benefit. 

With  these  impreasioaa,  yonr  memorialisto  re- 
spectfully inbmil  some  obaerTationt  on  Ibe  nature 
and  importsDca  of  the  principle  atowed  by  tbe 
British  Admiralty.  On  tbe  present  occasion  they 
would  aroidtbe  discassion  t>f  eontesied  points  te* 
apeeting  ibe  freedom  of  commerce,  on  which 
cifilians  have  eotertatDed  different  opinions. 
They  would  avoid  the  qdeslion,  how  far  even  a 
direct  trade,  carried  on  by  neutrals  between  the 
coloaie*  and  mother  conntry,  with  bonajide  neu- 
tral property,  ii  protected  by  tbe  law  ot  nations, 
though  it  may Jmily  be  a  grottnd  of  national  in- 
vestigation.   They  are  willing  to  avoid  these  ~~ 

principle  oi 

and  usages  sanctioned  by  the  practice  of  nations. 
The  principle  recently  established  by  Great 
Britain,  is,  as  your  memorialists  understand  it,  that 
it  is  not  compelea  t  for  a  neutral  (o  carry  on  in  war 
any  trade,  which  he  is  not  accusiomed  to  do  in 
peace ;  and  that  he  sball  not  be  permitted  to  effect 
that  in  •  circuitous,  which  is  inhibited  ia  a  direct 


dote  a  traffic,  and  these  circnmstances  arise  a» 
□flen  from  accidental  caprice  as  political  wisdom. 
Beside  these,  the  silent  operatioos  of  time,  by  d^ 
siroying  old  sources  of  revenne,  and  developtog 
new  wants,  and,  in  a  more  jmportaot  view,  by 
erecting  the  grandeur  of  one  Stale  on  the  destruc- 
tion of  another,  with  seerel  fatality  changes  the 
channels  of  commerce,  and  forbids  it  to  flow  in  an 
conceded  on  tUl  sides. 


afaall  not  citend  beyond  the  accustomed 'peace  es- 
tablishment J  and  that  whenever  the  neotral  iot- 
ports  into  his  own  country  Colonial  produce^with 
the  intention  to  tranship  it  to  the  mother  country, 
if  a  direct  intercourse  be  interdicted  in  peace,  the 
circuity  of  the  route  shall  not 'protect  the  proper- 
ly from  confiscation.  It  seems  admitted,  that  such 
eucuitous  route,  with  saeh  iotenlion,  is  not  con- 
■tdered  as  erideoce  of  enemy's  properly,  Confis- 
cable wilbia  ordinary  rules,  bnt'as  a  distinct,  sub- 
■lantial,condemnatory  principle,  independent  both 
in  efficacy  and  application.  For  il  yields  net  to  tbe 
most  clear  proof  of  neutral  property,  or  innocent 
Ihongh  misdirected  conduct.  The  oDaccnstomed 
trade,  or  the  importation  with- specific  intention 
are  the  tests  by  which  everjr  voyage  is  lobe  tried. 

If  these  doetrines  form  a  part  of  the  law  of  na- 
tions, however  mischievous  tb^  may  be  in  opera- 
tion, the  United  State*  most  sabmii  to  them^un til 
relaxed  by  particular  convention.  Though  our 
aommerM  should  bc'CppresMd,  and'oor  eni^rprise 
erushed,  yet  are  we  bound  to  acquieeoe,  if  tbe 
saaetion  of  Dniversal  practice  require  it. 

Yonr  memorialisis,  however,  beg  leave,  before 
^y  soneider  tbe  law  of  naiionsin  this  particular. 
to  advert  to  a  few  of  the  consequences  resulting 
from  this  mte,  and,  if  they  do  not  greatly  mistake, 
from  thence  will  arise  a  strong  argnmeut  of' its 
inadmissibility. 

In  the  first  place,  great  evils  most,  in  the  nature 
of  things,  result  from  the  indefiaiteness  of  what 
ia  the  aconstomed  trade.  Nations  areoontinually 
changing  their  policy,  tbeir  imports  and  exports, 
their  manufactures,  their  staples,  and  their  com- 
mercial connexions.  In  peace,  as  welt  as  in  war, 
peculiar  circiunstanees  indace  them  to  open  or 


that  the  rale  sball  nol  apply  to  everv  c: 
ihat  those  changes,  which  srem  nol  tne  result  of 
a  necessity  imposed  by  an  enemy,  are  exempted 
from  its  operation.  But,  how  shall  these  limits 
be  defined  ?  Bvery  nation  varies  its  policy  in  this 
respect  in  time  of  war;  and  even  Qre^t  Britain 
relaxes  her  navigation  act  to  meet  the  ordinary 
exigencies  of  it.  On  such-  occasions  she  admits 
neutrals  to  impoK  into  her  dominions  articles  not 
the  growth  of  their  own  country.  She  admits 
foreigners  into  her  mercantile  as  well  as  military 
marine.  She  opens  her  colonies  to  imporiatiooa 
strictly  forbidden  in  peace,  and  allowed  with  jeal- 
ous caution,  even  under  the  pressure  of  war.  To 
changes  of  this  nature,  if  ihey  do  not  arise  out  <^ 
tbe  predominance  of  the  enemy's  force,  or  out  of 
any  necessity  resulting  therefrom,  her  own  civil- 
ians avow  the  rule  of  accustoraea  trade  shall  nol 
extend.  According  to  them,  it  is  not  every  con- 
venience or  even  every  neceasiiy  arising  out  of 
the  state  of  war,  but  that  neceasiiy  which  arises 
out  of  (be  impossibility  of  otherwise  providing 
against  the  urgency  of  tbe  distress  inflicted  by 
the  hand  of  a  superior  euemy,  that  can  be  admit- 
ted to  produce  inch  an  effect.  But,  in  what  man- 
ner shall  this  impossibility  be  determined  1  How 
shall  we  distinguish  between  the  ordinary  and  the 
extraordinary  necessities  of  war — between  those  . 
evils  inflicted  by  ^  superior  force,  and  those  re- 
sulting from  general  embarrassment?  How  shall 
we  distinguish  which  is  tbe  predominant  Ptfwer, 
when  one  may  be  conqueror  at  one  point,  and 
conquered  at  another — one  all-powerful  by  sea, 
anoiher  all-powerful  by  IsUd  ?  How  shall  we 
[wivide' for  or  foresee  theohanges  of  the  day, 
when 'time  with  unmeasared  rapidity  retrieves 
losses  in  the  hour  of  defeat,  and  destroys  a  Power 
in  the  hour  of  victory  ?  In  the  opinion  of  your 
memorialists,  there  is  but  one  test  of  such  pre- 
dominancy, and  that  within  the  old  law  of  na- 
tions. It  IS,  when  tbe  belligerent  is  able  to  block- 
ade theports  of  his  enemy,  and- then  >his  right  to 
exclude  neutrals  is  coeiteosive  with  this  abilt^ 
to1il()ckade.  If  any  other  test  be  resorted  to.  if 
the  nnlimiied  Ingenuity  of  Admiralty  discretion 
be  exercised  in  tbe.  application  or  denial  of  the 
rule,  the  right  of  nentrals  wH  change  with  tbe 
policy  of  an  Adminiairaiion,  and  rise  and  fall  with 
the  pressure  of  hostilities,  and  the  security  of  dep- 
redation. Surely  no  principle  of  the  law  of  na- 
tions ean  be  bottomed  on  so  fluctuating  a  basis. 
It  would  reverse  the  nature  of  all  law,  which  ia 
fixed  and  determinate,  and  subetitute  a  discretion 
little  less  injurious  than  despotism. 

In  another  view,  the  rule  appears  to  yonr  me- 
morialists not  less  untenable  and  nnjnst  It  is 
itiied  as  a  part  of  it,  that  if  colonial  prodsoe  he 
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■Diptnted  bf  uif  person,  with  an  iBUotioo  to 
tiBDship  it  on  hU  own  account  to  the  mother 
eoiiDirr,  it  is  subject  to  confiacatioD ;  but  it  im- 
ported for  the  parpase  of  geoeral  commerce,  and 
thrown  into  the  market  for  ^nertl  iranshipiiim, 
it  18  within  tbe  exceptioo-  To  disUnguiih  be- 
tween geoeral  ami  particulii  iatentionB,  and  lo 
separate  ihiags  so  subtle  in  their  own  naiures, 
sod  almoii  iacapabie  of  proof,  for  the  purposes  oi 

Stional  deeisjans,  seems  n  refinement  reserved 
'  the  pretent  age.  In  the  natare  of  things,  it 
can  hardly  be  possible  to  determine  tike  ini^tion 
of  a  merobast  in  importation.  These  maf  be 
formed  and  fixed  at  one  inonieai,  «nd  abaitdoocd 
from  change  of  circumstaDcee  at  another.  The 
ntuatioui  of  foreign  market*,  the  plentjr  or  defi- 
eiencr  of  supply  at  home,  the  nature  of  bit  funds, 
the  ucces*  of  hisinciiuent  Toyanc,  andautneroui 
other  accidents,  most  continualljr  change  the  dea- 
lination  of  inporlationa  and  dirert  them  into  Ta- 
lioD*  channels.  In  no  com,  therefore,  can  there 
•rise  an  indiipatable  presumption,  that  a  mer- 
chant imports  with  a  deiermtDaiion  to  export. 
Indeed,  as  his  intention  must  freqacnily  be  ambti- 
latoiy,  the  presumption  \ie»  as  airongly  ibe  oiber 
way.  And  ereo  if,  in  a  few  instances,  that  inten- 
tion coald  be  ascertained,  thousands  of  eaaee  must 
vise,  in  whicb  it  wpnld  be  impossible  to  form  a 
criterion  for  judgment.  All  must  be  doirbt,  ca- 
price, or  speculattre  coattructioD. 

These  otyections  lie  in  the  emtarrtssment  at- 
tending the  exercise  of  the  rule  respecltng  inten- 
tions.. But  a  more  serious  one  tmy  be  urged 
against  it.  groutkded  upon  it;  ineSoacy,  a*  it  re- 
apectB  both  the  neutral  and  the  beUigerent.  As  it 
respects  the  neutral,  if  the  role  is  once  Itnown, 
tiaoafera  of  property  will  immedialely  be  made. 
There  will  be  an  impouibiliiy  of  preventing  frauds 
in  these  transfers,  if  thev  dei^rve  the  name,  by 
any  tests  applicable  to  them,  unless  restrictions 
ace  imposed  or  evidence  required,  which  jio  au- 
thorities could  procure,  and  no  independent  nation 
ought  to  Bubmit.io.  A*  it  respects  i^  belligerent, 
the  same  produce  afler  sale  would  accorduig  to 
bis  own  principles  i>e  admissible  tn  the  potts  of 
his  enemy  ;  and  in  that  way  the  nme  assistance 
be  BUKilied,  and  the  same  embarassments  be  pre- 
vented. The  importer  will  communicate  a  title 
to  his  vendee,  whtcb  he  does  not  himself  possess, 
■nd  clothe  his  agent  with  an  auihoriiy,  wbich  he 
fvutot  exercise  at  his  own  hand«.  The  rule  there- 
fore would  require  the  mete  fQrmatity  of  a  sale. 
but  would  effect  none  of  the  consequences,  which 
it  profswcs  to  value;  and  its  foundation  would  b« 
dukea  by  the  extent  of  its  exceptions.  Considered 
in  thu  view,  your  nwnorioUsts  cannot  but  sup- 
pose, that  no  Rucb  modification  will  ultimately 
prevail ;  but  by  degrees  the  restriction  will  be  ab- 
solute against  all  neutral  carriage  of  colonial  pro- 
duce to  the  mother  country  under  every  vanety 
of  intention.  In  any  other  way  it  might  be  ni»- 
gatorv,  and  with  this  unmensarcd  influence  it 
most  be  minaus. 

The  fonndation  of  thb  moden  doettitke  ia  hid 
in  this  principle,  that  the  neutral  haa  no  right  by 
'  n  of  this  tnde,  to  afibid  aapidiaa  to  the 


belligerent,  becaue  br  sadi  trade  ke  asaista  the 
belligerent  to  ward  off  the  blow*  of  hb  eneaf, 
■ad  oppose  for  a  longer  period  tb«  ^tainion  of 
hia  force.  But  to  this  your  mcinorialista  deem  it 
conclusive  answer,  ttmt  this  propoaidoB  prom 
to  much  ;  that  if  true,  it  is  a  fonndatico  EoV  a  far 
tore  broad  and  sweeping  principle)  iliat  everj' 
comaeree  with  the  belligerent  is  inhibitod  lo  Bcn- 
trals,  for  every  commerce  aasists  him  in  rcairtanea, 
and  diminishes  hia  necessities.  A  doctrine  tha» 
comprehensive  has  never  yet  been  avowed.aad  it 
is  presumed  never  will  bet  Yet  aoch  must  he  the 
logical  canelueion ;  and  it  shows  irrasistiUy  th« 
absatdityof^  assaiDed  premise*.  Tha  aeens- 
tomed  as  well  as  nnaecvelomed  trade,  is  within  the 
terms,  and  .inust  stand  or  fall  togethn.  Kithcr 
the  doctrine  is  unsound,  and  aatumod  as  a  mcM 
pretext  for  predatory  wisores,  or  neutrals  hare  ao 
ri^ht  as  such,  and  mutt  endnre  the  calavitiee  in- 
flicted by  beliigarent*  in  n  contest,  in  which  they 
have  novoioe,nnd  from  which  they  caareapoalf 
iojorr. 

Other  considesaiioDs  add  force  to  the  preceding 
remarks.  It  is  welt  known  that  in  time  of  wax 
neutrals  cannot  cauy  on  even  their  acctutomed 
trade  in  its  full  extent  They  are  profailMtedfroB 
trading  incon  trabandgoods,  and  (o  blockaded  ports. 
Variations  necesarily  arise  in  the  ralatioaa  of  the 
hostile  Powers,'  wbich  the  nentral  oaght  to  poe- 
tess a  right  to  turn  to  his  profit,  as  an  indeiBBit)r  for 
the  obstructions  of  huold  trade.  These obetnulions 
are  (rf  a  very  serious  nature.  When  exareiMd  in 
the  mildeat  form  they  prod«ee  oppressive  seaiehes 
and  ddavs,  expensive  litigation,  and  often  total 
failure  of  an  otherwise  lucrative  voyage.  Rea- 
son would  therefore  aeetii  to  declare,  thu  for  haz- 
ards of  ibis  nature  the  benefits  arising  to  neatiab 
from  war  are  net  more  than  a  just  equivaieab 
But  if  the  obstructions  be  enforced,  and  no  new 
channels  permitted,  ft  sterns  hardly  loo  moch  to 
say,  that  they  must  lead  to  an  Bxtiootion  of  all  nen- 
tral  commerce.  If  one  bellEgereat  adopt  the  inle, 
another  has  the  same  right ;  and  r«gnlaiioiis  of 
colonial  monopoly  would  iben  serve  as  false  laws 
only  to  en  snare  and  betravneninl  navigation.  It 
is  somewhat  singular,  inat  a  belligerent  shnald 
invite  a  trade  with  itself,  which  it  dnlareB  frando- 
leot  with  its  enemy;  and  should  lift  the  arm  of 
power  tp  crush  iheaeotrajl,  whotacoadaot  iaeriaii- 
nal  ooly  when  it  ceases  to  be  parttnL 
Such  at«  the  remarks  yonr  »       ' 

spcctfuUy  submit  npoaiherala  e  .      

self;  on  this  examination  they  confess  it  nnxf 
to  them  fundamentally  iaoerreet.  Itaubjeeiaoom- 
meroe  to  fluctuating  deeisjons,  overthsaws  the  or- 
dinary^ rules  of  evidenQe,  and  plaees  an  immenaa 
power  to  be  wielded  at  the  unconttollable  diact»- 
tion  of  ulagistFates  amobted  by  a  single  party. 
It  wants  therefore  aU  the  discriminative  feaums 
of  a  faodamenial  j^opoaitioa  ofthe  Uw  of  aatioai, 
uuiftM-mity^,  precision,  and  geaeral  applicaUlily. 
It  would,  in  their  opinion,  if  estahliabd,  cicaia 
greater- evils  tban  it  professes  to  redieaa,  by  per- 
petuating strife,  des^rofing  the  emoinments  of 
1  rude,  embarrassing  commercial  intereowse,  aad 
leuii^  looM  the  passions  to  pray  on  the  niiseiies 
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«nd  plnnder  the  property  of  the  ionocent.  It 
iTDUtd  subject  aentrals  to  htzards  a&itlf  as  peril- 
ons  IS  those  □factual  hostilities;  and,  lodepend- 
ent  of  its  iafluence  it)  stimnlating  to  revtage  and 
ntaltaiion,  it  woold  transfer  the  benefits  of  peace 
to  any  Tictorious  Dsnrper  of  the  ocean. 

Bai  yoar  memorialists  are  nnwitling-  to  rest  the 
question  pa  the  preceding  grounds,  howerer  sup- 
ported by  reason.  They  app^l  to  higher  coa- 
aideraiions,  and  deny  that  the  rule  is,  or  ever  has 
made,  a  part  of  public  law,  or  acquired  by  usage 
or  prescriptiob,  any  BDthority  among  nations. 
They  admit  that  nnintermpted  and  general  usage, 
fortified  by  open  acquiescence,  forms  a  slrons  ar- 
fument,  perhaps  a  conclaiire  jaoot  of  the  adop- 
tion of  aay  rule.  That  if  such  usage  had  existed 
in  the  present  cise,  and  had  been  invariably  pur- 
aoed,  the  presumption  would  have  been  Ttolent, 
that  the  doctrine  was  jnsl,  and  ought  not  now  to 
be  shaken.  But  your  memoriBlists  haVe  in  vain 
sought  in  ancient  jurists,  nnlTersally  Consulted 
and  approved,  any  principle  that  bears  in  its  bosom 
the  present.  On  the  contrary,  every  page  appears 
to  give  a  direct  contradictioii.  Ttiey  adhere  to 
the  ancient  interpretation  of  the  law  of  nations, 
xphich  pronounces  that  the  goods  of  an  enemy  are 
lawful  prize,  and  those  of  a  friend  free;  that  the 
neutral,  otcept  In  cases  of  blockade  and  contra- 
band, has  a  right  to  the  uninterrupted  pursuit  of 
his  commerce,  when  carried  on  wjih  his  own  pro- 
perty, at  all  events  in' a  direct  trade  from  his  Own' 
country.'  Such  your  memorialists  deem  to  have 
been  the  inceniesiable  rights  of  neutrals,  established 
for  more  than  two  centuries  by  universal  acknowl- 
edgement, and  acted  upon,  while  a  Qourishing 
intercourse  subsisted  among  all  rOaritime  nations. 
During  the  same  period,  ureal  Britain,  France, 
Spain,  Portugal  and  Holland^  possessed  extensire 
colonies,  ai)d  engaged  in  commercial  enterprises 
with  an  uncommon  spirit  of  rivalry.  Had  there- 
fore any  such  rule,  as  is  now  claimed|  existed, 
innumerable caisesrdust  have  obcorrediii  thecon- 
iTDversies  of  these  nations  to  legitimate  its  ioi 
dnciion  and  authorize  its  application.  Yet 
instance  has  been  adduced  in  diplomatic  or 
minlty  annals,  which  savours  ofareferenpe  .u 
sach  a  rule.  The  approved  publicists,  to  whom 
in  national  contests  apoeaU  are  made,  iatiii\aie 
none,  and  lay  down  tl^e  law  in  as  broad  and  satis- 
factory  terms,  as  joar  memorialists. 

Toar  memorialisis  are  aWare  that  even  the  ad- 
Tocatea  of  Great  Britain  have  not  pretended  to 
ascertain  the  existence  of  the  nretended  rule  pre- 


deduce  itsDnurersal  reception.  Th^  pretend 
to  qaote  any  foreign  adjudications  in  point,  but 
rest  satisfied,  that  their  own  courts  were  compe- 
tent to  establish  the  law,  and  to  give  it  binding 
efficacy  over  all  nations.  To  such  conclusions 
your  memorialists  confess  themselves  unable 
bow.  They  conceive  that  it  is  not  within  the 
aathoriiy  or'any'nalion  to  legislate  for  the  rest 
and  that  the  law  of  nations  bein;  founded  on  ihi 
tacit  cooveniioa  of  the  nations  that  observe  it, 
can  be  binding  only  on  thosa  nations  which  hare 


adopted  it.  '  Any  other  coQclusion  would  lead 

toe  most  miscnievons  consequences,  and  oblige 

every  naiiou  to  vindicate  every  other  from  a^ 

fressions,  though  its  own  rights  might  be  uD- 
isputed.  To  give  any  precedent  therefore  n 
binding  authonty  among  natioos.  it  must  have 
been  recognised  as  such  by  them',  and  no  argu- 
ment of  its  admission  can  be  drawn  from  theu 
sifence,  when  the  subject  did  not  oecessarily  en- 
gage theii  immediate  interest  An  injurious  pre- 
tension, when  not  applied  to  a  particular  State, 
might  be  ea«ily  cflsmissed  without  consideration. 
But  your  memorialists,  after  all  the  inquiry  which 
they  have  been  able  to  make,  confess  ihemielvea 
wholly  tgnotam  of  any  preaedenl  of  the  preseot 
rule  in  the  year  1756.  The  cases  Of  that  period, 
which  are  relied  on  as  proof,  seem  to  them  wholly 
inadequate  for  the  purpose.  As  far  as  their  re- 
searches eilend,  those  cases  respected  the  DutcEk, 
and  proceeded  on  a  .prioci^e  entirely  diSereot. 
These,  were  cases  in  which  Dutch  vessels  became 
the  carriers  of  colonial  produce,  the  property  of 
the  enemies  of  Great  Britain.  This  trade  wait 
vindicated  on  the  ground  of  a  special  treaty  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  Holland,  which  provided 
that  free  ships  should  make  free  goods,  and  it  waa 
ultimately  declared  itl^al,  because  enemy's  goods 
were  protected  by  that  treaty  only  in  the  accua- 
tomea  trade.  No  coatroveny  appears  to  have 
been  raised  of  the  security  of  neutral  piapeity 
under  similar  circumstances.  Nor  shoiud  it  b« 
forgotten  that  (he  Dutch  protected  in  terms  of  the 
warmest  reprobation  against  these  condemnations, 
and  asserted  them  to  be  coutrary  to  the  geneaal 
lair  as  well  ia  the  faith  of  treaties.  Theae  caaea 
seem  therefore  certainly  to  fail  in  analogy  with 
those  which  they  are  cited  to  govern.  In  the  one 
the  property  is  neutral;  in  the  other,  hostile;  ia 
the  one,  the  trade  is  for  the  sole  benefit  of  iht 
neutral;  rn  the  other,  for  the  sole  benefit  of  the 
belligerent.  In  a  word,  the  one  respects  the  ruhta 
of  peaceful  nations  accordinc  to  the  public  law; 
the  other,  the  construction  of  particular  traaliea. 
The  precedent  seems  therefore  to  want  every  m- 
sential  similitude ;  and  i*  Itaveraeable  ia  every 
VBjiety  of  application." 

Yet,  admitting  the  precedent  to  be  in  point,  if 
it  stand  solitary,  if  it  has  subsequently  slumbered 
during  nearly  ahf  years,  unacknowledged  abroad 
and  unenforced  at  home^  it  surely  cannot  weish 
on  the  present  occasion.  It  is  conceded  by  Ine 
British  civilians,  that  during  the  American  Rev- 
olution the  doctrine  was  entirely  pretermitted, 
and  the  commertje  ofneutrals  was  pursued  accord- 
ing to  the  ancient  code.  Many  cases  of  this  pe- 
riod might  be  cited  from  the  Admiralty  recorda, 
which  overthrow  the  role,  and  eipresuy  vindi- 
cate the  opposite.  If  precedent*  are  to  decide,  tka 
judgments  of  a  tribunal  established  in  Great  BHt- 
aio,  under  her  sole  appointment,  and  acting  with 
open  powers,  must  surely,  when  acquiesceooe 
creates  the  taw,  complete  the  reDnnciauon  of  the 
contested  rule.  It  is  in  vain  to  resort  to  coDJec- 
tures  or  ingenious  subtleties  to  fritter  away  au- 
thorities j  the  faith  of  the  nation  haa  been  pledgaA 
by  its  tribunals,  and  it  is  too  late  now  to  travel 
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ont  of  the  record.    Place  ihe  wbole  ir^meDt  of 
precedeDt  in  its  ^trongect  light,  and  it  will  appear 
that,  in  the  fear  1756,  ihe  docirioe  was  first  as- 
sumed, aod  in  the  yeai  1801  was  first  execQted. 
So  far,  however,  from  being  recognised,  ibis 

Sretended  rule  of  the  year  1756  was  poinledty 
enied  at  the  moment  of  its  JDiroduction  by  the 
Kwer  affected  by  it;  and  on  its  late  resuscitation, 
s  met  the  determined  reprobktion  of  the  United 
Ststei.  Our  Minister  ai  the  Court  \S  London,  on 
ibe  development  of  it  in  ihe  ~yeat  1801,  remon- 
strated anmsl  it  in  a  spirited  nj^motial.  Indeed 
Russia,  France,  Sweden,  Denmark,  Prussia, 
Portngal,  and  Aoatria,  in  the  celebrated  league 
of  armed  neutrality  in  the  year  1780  ejpressly 
declared,  and  Qreai  Britain  was  then  compelled 
to  admit,  as  the  law  of  nations,  that  all  neutrals 
may  freely  navigate,  from  port  to  port,  and  on  riie 
coasts  of  the  oations  at  war.  Contraband  arti- 
cles and  blockaded  ports  were  the  only  admitted 
exceptions.  This  solemn  protest  of  Europe,  after 
«n  elaborate  discussion,  in  which  all  neutral  na- 
tions assisted,  is  singlv  opposed  by  ibe  instructions 
of  Great  Britain,  and  is  to  he  outweighed  by  an 
obscure  and  resisted  precedent.  Nay  more,  the 
trailed  voice  of  the  toarine  world  and  the  practice 
of  ages,  mustyield  to  the  interested  decisioos  of 
a  aingle  Stale,  and  change  with  the-  varying'  poli- 
cy of  its  Cabinet,  There  is  indeed  no  difficulty 
in  referring  principles  to  former  times,  when  it 
floits  the  public  convenience;  and,  as  the^^argu- 
ment  of  anctenl  usage  is  of  deep  concera  in  na- 
tional pretensions,  it  is  too  often  a  cover  for  uQ' 
jnsiiflable  spoliations. 

With  these  jjreliminaries,  your  memorialislB 
feel  confidence  in  asserting  that  goods  not  contra- 
band, fairly  pnrcbased  by  the  neutral,  are  free  to 
the  market  of  every  country,  and  protected  from 
•eiznre,  except  in  cases  of  blockade.  Guided  by 
these  princ^les,  they  perceive  a  plain  and  honor- 
able path  for  commerce.  Beyond  them,  all  is  in- 
Tolved  in  uncertainty. 

It  is  not  /he  least  singularity  attending  the  con- 
duct of  the  present  war,  that  Great  Bi '    '     ' 


licensed  her  subie 


tsthemm 


leated  to  supply  her  enemy  with 
ance,'when  she  declares £obfisc a ti on  as  the  pen- 
«lty  of  neutral  "succor.  Were  the.  rule  ever  so" 
jnsi  in  itself,  ii  certainly  demands  relaxation  when 
the  belligerent  partakes  the  profits  end  connives 
at  the  breach.  If  its  foundation  be  the  unlawful- 
ness of  affording  assistance  to  &  distressed  enemy, 
anrely  it  ought  not  to  he  enforced,  when  thpl  as- 
tiitance  ig  an  unauthorized  object  of  speculation 
with  the  distressing  belligerenL 

Tour  memorialists  hearlil)[  concur  with  their 
fetlow-^itizeos  in  repelling  with  indignation  the 
imputation  of  fraud  attached  by  Great  Britain  to 
our  colonial  commerce.  They  conceive  it  a  fair, 
lawful,  and  honorable  traffic,  cherished  by  the  re- 
sources of  our  own  country,  independent  of  all 
foreign  soccor.  Frand  may  occasionally  contami- 
nate the  transactions  of  all  nations;  bnt  no  one 
who  has  estimated  the  extent  of  our  resources,  or 
the  respectability  of  our  merchants,  could  for  a 


moment  believe  them  sabservient  to  the  fraudo- 
lent  purposes  of  any  nations.  It  is  out  pride  to 
believe  that  the  American  merchants,  with  very 
few  exceptions,  are  as  distinguished  for  good  faith 
as  any  on  earth.  The  imputation  thrown  on 
them  15  a  masked  pretence  to  repel  the  odium  of 
vexatious  injuries,  and  to  excuse  violations  of 
Uw,  which  cannot  he  justified. 

Tour  memorialists  are  sorry  that  other  instance* 
of  hostile  conduct  have  been  manifested  by  Great 
Britain,  less  direct  in  their  nature,  but  not  lest 
derogatory  from  oat  sovereignty  than  those  abovo 
enumerated.  The  impressment  of  oyr  seamen, 
notwiibsianding  clear  proofs  of  citizenship,  the 
"■"'-•■""  "'  ""-  jurisdiction  by  captures  at  the 


violaiio: 


mouths  of  OUT  harbors,  and  insulting  treatment  of 
our  ships  on  the  ocean,  are  subjects  worth.y  of  the 
serious  consideration  of  our  national  couDcils,nnd 
will,  we  have  no  doubt,  receive  an  early,  prompt 
and  decisive  attention. 

Complaints  also  of  a  serious  nature  have  ariseo 
aga,inst  other  nations  from  the  conduct  of  pitnli- 
cal  depredators,  and  the  lawless  plundeiings  oT 


privateers  on  o 


From  whatever  author- 


ity these  evils  proceed,  whether  from  the  a 

connivance  of  foreign  Powers,  or  the  bauefnl 
maehinaEions  of  individualsy  we  trust  that  ont 
national  honor  will  not  long  be  uasupported  bya 
national  force. 

These  are  the  considerations  which  your  memo- 
rialists begleave  to  submit  to  the  wisdom  of  the 
General  GoverDment.  Thoggh  they  have  not 
sjiffered  very  greatly  in  their  individual  interests, 
they  feel  deeply  impressed  with  the  opinion,  that 
the  case  is  national,  and  the  feelines  should  be  the 
same.  Thej  cherish  the  hope  that  a  sense  of 
mutual  interest  and  good  faith  will  suceessfnllv 
terminate  the  present  embarrassments.  Tbey  wist 
for  peace,  for  nonorable  peabe.  They  ask  for  no 
measure  but  What  justice  approves  and  reason  en- 
forces. Tliey  claim  merely  to  pursue  {ifairoom- 
merce  with  its  ordinary  privileges,  and  to  support 
Ihe  independence  of  their  country  by  the  acqaist- 
tions  of  lawful  industry.  They  wish  to  take  no 
part  in  the  contests  which  now  convulse  the  world, 
out,  acting  with  impartiality  towards  all  nations, 
to  reap  the  fruits  of  a  just  neutrality.  If,  how- 
ever, conciliation  cannot  effect  the  purpose  of  jus- 
tice, and  an  appeal  to  atiiis  be  the  last  and  neces- 
sary protection  of  honor,  they  feel  no  disposition 
to  decline  the  common  danger,  at  shrink  from  the 
common  coptribuiion. 

Relying  on  the  wisdom  and  firmness  of  the 
General  Government  in  this  behalf,  they  feel  no 
hesitation  to  pledge  their  lives  and  properties  in 
support  of  the  measures  which  may  be  adopted 
to  vindicate  the  public  rights,  and  redress  Ihe  pub- 
lic wronffs.  And  as  in  duty  bound  will  ever  pray. 

Signed  in  behalf  of  said  Inhabitants,  by  their 
authority.  JOHN  HATHORNE. 

JOSEPH  SPRAGUE. 
JONA.  MASON, 
B.  CROWN  INSHIELD,  Sn. 
JOSEPH  WHITE,  Jr. 
J'OSEPH  STORT. 

Salbm,  Flhruary,  1896. 
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NEW  HAVEN  MEMOfilAL. 

•n  Ike  Praidmt  of  the  IMUtd  StatM,  and  ihe  Smote 

and  Hmue  of  Kepmmlglivet  of  tht  United  State* 

in  CongrtM  laiembled,-  the  memorial  of  the  Cham- 

her  of  Commerce  in  New  Haeen,  rt^eetftUy  r&- 

That  your  memorialists  ha7e  obserTsd  with. no 
common  degree  of  wirptise  apd  solicilu<ie,the  nu- 
merons  embarrassments  which  the  commerce  of 
the  Onited  Sutea  has  suffered,  dnriog  the  present 
war  in  Earope  and  the  Indiea,  arising  from  the 
adoption  of  new  principles  by  the  Admiralty 
Conrls  of  Great  Britain,  as  well  as  from  the  de- 
predations committed  on  oar  unprotected  trade 
by  lawleM  freebooters,  and  the  unwarrantable 
impressment  of  our  Beamen.  Your  memorialists 
wifi  not  attempt  to  discuss  at  large  the  principle 
which  they  understand  has  been  adopted  by  the 
Admiralty  Courts  of  Great  Britain,  in  recent  de- 
cisions respecting  the  rights  of  neutral  nations ; 
it  is  nifScient  for  them  to  observe  thatj  in  their 
opinion,  the  principle  assumed  by  Great  Britain, 
of  considering  ill  th&  trade  of  a  neutral  nation  ar 
unlawful,  which  the  same  nation  cannot  carry  oi 
In  time  of  peace,  to  be  new  and  unwarrantable, 
a  principle  not  authorized  by  the  maxims  of  sound 
justice,  which  have  long  been  received  and 
spected  by  nations,  as  laws  by  which  their  mutual 
intereoutse  ought  to  be  regulated. 

Among  independent  nations,  there  are  cett 
eqnal  rights,  founded  on  common  principle: 
justice,  from  which  proceed  their  reciprocal  dilties. 
These  rights  and  duties  have  been  long  since  «s- 
certainod  by  the  mutual  consent  or  express  stipu- 
lations of  civilized  nations.  They  coostiiute  the 
Klitic&l  morality  of  Kingdoms  and  Slates; 
■is  of  the  codeof  Laws,  which  thecomraercial 
lions  of  Europe  have  long  held  themselves  bound 
to  respect,  to  whici  we  cheerfally  submit;  and 
which  wecenceive,  no  nation  can  infringe  without 
doing  iBJUstiee  to  the  whole  family  of  mankind. 
So  long  as  the  council  of  nations  and  their  courts 
of  joMice  observe  these  laws,  mutual  confidence 
between  nations  can  be  obtained,  aiid  the  rights 
of  individuals  preserted.  But  your  memorisJists 
cannot  behold,  withoot  surprise  aqd  regret,  a 
powerful  and  respectable  nation,  bending  these 
principles  of  the  common  l^w  of  nations,  to  ao- 
nrer  the  political  purposes,  and  introducing  a 
vemtile  policy  into  Che  sdemn  adjudications  of 
her  cotirts.  We  hold  it  to  be  exireraeiy  import- 
-ant  that  all  nations  should  combine  agamn  su(!h 
ianovations  upon  iheir  risbts ;  and  in  particular, 
thai  the  United  States,  whose  geographical  posi- 
tion gives  them  the  best  chance  for  maintaining 
nentrality  daring  wars  in  Burope,  should  firmly 
resiet  every  encroachment  upon  therightsof  i  " 
tral  eoromeree. 

In  regirtd'  to  the  impressment  of  American 
men,  your  memorialists  feel,  in  eominon  with 
their  fellow  eitizeas,  a  lively  indignation  at  the 
abuses  of  power  often  exercised  bv  British  officers 
upon  'American  citizens.  We  nave  full  confi- 
deoee  that  the  Qovetnmeot  of  the  United  States 
will  adopt  and  pnrsae  Mich  measures  for  restrain- 


ing these  Injurious  proceedings,  as  the  honot  and 
'  of  the  United  States  shall  require. 
depiedalioDs  upon  onr  defenceless  com- 
merce on  the  high  seas,  and  even  at  the  very  en- 
trance of  our  harbors,  impress  your  memorialists 
with  a  lively  sense  of  our  national  degradation,  and 
of  the  urgent  necessity  for  vigorous,  effectual,  and 
permanent  measures  for  protecting  the  property 
of  private  citizens,  and  securing  our  country  from 
the  repetition  of  similar  insults.  Whatever  sys- 
tem or  policy  a  chimerical  theory  may  suggest 
we  are  .persnaded  that  the  question  whether  the 
United  States  shall  have  an  active  or  passive  com- 
merce, is  not  now  to  be  determined.  Our  citizens 
have  already  formed  commercial  habits  whick 
are  too  firioly  established  to  yield  10  a  different 
policy;  and  an  actire  commerce  is  so  direetlv 
connected  with  the  agricultural  interest,  which 
it  serves  to  cherish  and  encourage,  that  we  appro-, 
faendthefarmer,  Bswellas  tbe'merchant,  is  deeply 
interested  in  the  protection  of  trade.  Norcanw« 
hesitate  to-  express  our  decided  opinion,  that,  aa 
a  general  proposition,  the  commerce  of  our  coun- 
try will  amply  reimburse  Jhe  necessary  expenita 
of  protection.  The  situation  of  »ur  country  and 
its  trjie  policy  forbid  that  a  great  navy  should  be 
maintained  for  the  purposes  of  carrymg  on  mar- 
itime war.  or  for  settling  and  defending  distant 
colonies;  but  we  conceive  that  a  number  of  ships 
sufficient  effectually  i»  protect  our  harbors,  our 
deacoaats.  and  great  commercial  towns,  and  se- 
cure the  honor  of  the  American  flag,  on  the  wa> 
ters  adjacent  to  our  own  territories,  will  furnish' 
not  only  the  saTestrbut  cheapest  bulwark  of  de- 
fence. We  highly  applaud  the  policy  that  seek* 
to  preserve  p^ace;  but  even  peace  may  be  nir" 
chased  at  too  high  a  price;  and  (he  history  of  all 
nations  evinces  that  a  State  is  never  secar»of 
peace,  which  has  not  at  command  (he  means  of 
aniioying  an  enemy,  and  repelling  aggressions; 

id  tliat  an  over  timid  policy,  serves  only  to  iik- 

te  insults  and  generate  a  necessity  for  resorting 
to  arms,  which  a  state  of  preparation  for  war, 
and  a  bold  attitude,  would  have  preserved. 

With  these  impressions  of  the  neoessiiy  oC 
measures  for  defending  our  commercial  rights, 

"  ■■  jCyel 


which  siiall  be  Srn 


with  their  fellow- citizens  of 
other  commercial  towns,  in  expressing  their  ten- 
timents  freely  to  the  Legi^tive  and  Executive 
authoritiss  of^ their  country;  with  assurances  ttf 
their  dispasitipn  to  give  aid  and  support  to  every 
measure  of  Government,  calculated  lo  aceompliah 
this  important  object. 
Signed,  per  order, 

HENRY  DAQQETT,  Prert. 
■  New  Haven,  /Vfr.  7(A,  1806. 


NORFOLK  AND  PORTSMOUTH  MEMORIAL.    . 

[Presented  to  the  Honse,  Febrnary  SO,  1B06.] 

At  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Norfolk  and 

Portsmouth,  aisembled  in  conseqaenee  of  the  crn 
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Relatumt  vtUh  Great  Britain  and  JVonce. 


BIS  to  which  the  difierences  between  this  coumrjr 
and  Great  Britain  hare  adranced,  L.  Wbeeleb, 
Bsq-i  was  called  to  the  chair,  aud  Arthur  Lee 
appointed  secretary. 

Betolved,  ufumimoutly.  That  a  commiitee  be 
appointed  to  draught  lesolutioDs  expre*Bi7e  of  the 
stmimeDis  of  our  citizens  in  relation  to  Qreat 
Britain ;  and  that  (his  eommillee  consiBt  of  Wil- 
liam Wirt,  Littleton  W.  Tazawell,  Robert  B. 
Tavlor,  Uostm  Myers,  William  Penaock,  Theo- 
doric  Armislead,  and  John  Granbery. 

Tbe  commitua,  after  a  short  retirement,  report- 
ed the  following  reaolotionf,  which  wrre  read,  and 
UDaDimtiiuly  agreed  to : 

1,  Seitlttd,  as  the  opioion  of  this  meeting,  That 
ihe  law  of  nations,  founded  on  the  eternal  princi- 
ples of  equal  and  reoiprocai  jnitiee,  and  on  the 
aonMiit  of  natioDB,  cannpt  be  abrogated  or  altered 
atihe  mere  will  and  plensure  of  any  one  nation. 
-  8.  ibvoJsed,  as  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  That 
Qmt  Britain,  in  the  selection  and  adoption  of 
kec  nurtlime  regnlatlona,  amtears  to  make  bnt  a 
HBgle  inqnirv,  and  that  is,  wbether  those  regula- 
tiona  be  oonMcive  lo  her  own  intereits;  lotaliy 
tigardlesa  whether  thej  incroach,  or  not,  on  'the 
lif  bte  of  other  ntKions.  eqnatly  sorefeign  and  in- 
dmndeat  with  herself. 

3.  Sttolved,  at  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  That 
tke  inteieat  of  Great  Britain,  antf  th^  law  of  na- 
tiaaa,ar«sei  emrertible  Nrms;  and  that  a  mea- 
■we,  atthnn^  highly  expedient  for  her,  atihough 
aalenlaled  to  prodnee  the  effect  of  a  general  block- 
ade on  -tho  oation  with  which  she  is  at  war,  al- 
though tesdiag  tnoonmreia  to  her  own  ports  the 
•emoMree  of  neutrals,  and  to  nre  her  a  monopolf 
•f  the  coametee  of  the  world,  may,  neTcrthelesa, 
baadinetaad  palpable  breach  of  oKtional  law, 
Udan  Invaaioa  of  ihe  rights,  the  iod^ndence, 
•■d  ■OTereignly  of  oUter  oations. 

4.  AewAwti^as  the. opinion  of  this  meeting,  That' 
«f  this- descnptioB  is  tfa^  principfe  generated  in 
Ibe  British  Oaoinet,  which  imposes  a  ne4r  restraint 
on  the  corometce  of  aenirals,  which  closes  against 
them  the  ports  of  a  belligerent,  althoagh  such 
porta  be  arowedly  free  from  blockade,  although 
the  Bontia)  YCMelt  contain  do  articles  of  contra- 
kaad,  and  although  the  nation  to  which  such  ports 
Moagj  open  them  and  invite  the  commerce  of 


MBtiala. 

5.  Aeao^wd,  That  Great  Britain,  by  iiSpresaing 
our  eitiiens  into  her  service,  and  compelling  them 
1»  fight  her  battles,  and  to  contrihuie  to  the  cap- 
ture and  plunder  of  their  own  coQDlrymen ;  by 
ker  various  abuses  of  the  laws  of  blockade;  by  the 
new  principle  which  she  hath  prescribed  as  a  part 
of  the  law  of  naiioD«,and  by  wnich  she  effectually 
Uoehades  the  whole  of  every  nation  with  which 
■be  is  at  war;  by  at)  these  reitraiata  and  opprea- 
aions,  imposed  and  practised  by  her  on  the  lilieriy 
of  OUT  citizens,  the  freedom  of  our  commerce,  and 
the  BeTereigDiy«f  oar  nation,  has  given  evidences 
c^  a  hostile  temper  towards  the  United  Scales,  so 
stroDflT,  that,  in  the  c^inion  of  ibis  Beeting',  it  is 
expedient  for  our  QoTernment  to  adopt  such  mea- 
enres  as  to  their  wisdom  may  seem  best  calculated 


isert  and  maintain  our  tights^ and  to  redress 
njuries  we  hare  sustained. 
..  Ketoleed,  That  we  have  an  umhaken  confi- 
dence in  ihowisdom  and  firmness  of  our  national 
councils;  and  that  we  will,  with  our  lives  and 
fortunes,  support  whatever  measorea  they  may 
take  to  maioteia  the  honor  and  independence  of 
ir  nation  inviolate. 

7.  Betolved,  That  tbe  chairman  be  instiucted 
..  transmit  the  foregoing  leviluliDna  to  Tbomaa 
Newton,  Est^.-oor  Reptesenlalive  in  Concres*,  to 
be  by  bim  laid  before  that  body. 

LUKE  WHEELER,  Ouarfium. 
Attest:  Abtbub  I.Ba,'Ster«taiY. 

Norfolk,  Feb.  12, 1806. 


PETERSBURO  HEtfOBIAL. 

[Presented  lo  lbs  House,  Febroaiy,  IS,  1806.] 
At  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  the  town  of 
Petersburg,  at  the  town  coart-honse,  the  8ih  of 
February,  1806,  convened  agreeably  to  public  ao- 
lice  given  by  the  Mayor,  to  lake  into  view  the 
propriety  of  addressing  [be  President  and  Con- 
gress on  tlie  present  momentous  siinncion  of  ow 
naliocal  concerns,  and  to  proffer  ibe  s«{q»ort  of 
our  blood  and  fortune  in  preaerving  onr  public 
honor  and' teoority,  WiLuauPaanTin.  the  Mayor, 
was  called  to  the  chair,  and  John  Dickson  ap- 
pointed  secretary. 

The  following  retorotions  were  severally  pro- 
posed, and  unanimously  agreed  lo: 

lUieived,  That  the  citizens  of  the  town  al 
Peleriburg,  on  reviewing  the  relations  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  with  foreign  iiniioBs,  are  impvesaed 
with  the  oertaiB,  though  melanoholy  truth,  thnl 
their  country  has  reoeived  from-someof  the  belli- 


culties,  and  danfieta  it  ma^  be  nccssaary  to  inenr, 
in  order  to  obiaia  repanttou. 

Retohed,  That  as  lo  the  choice  of  maana 
whetabv  national  honor  is  to  be  viixltcaled,  aad 
national  jusiioe  enforced,  the  citizens  of,  the  town 
of  Petersburg  repose  the  highest  confidence  in  the 
wisdom  of  the  General  Govnnmeni,  that  it  will 
select  such  as  beat  ^combine  the  advantage*  tt 
being  the  least  expensive  and  the  most  effieaciona; 
the  least  hurdenwme,  and  the  most  cnergeiie; 
peaceful,  as  far  as  posotble}  warlike,  aa  fhr  m  m- 

Betaived,  That  whatever  burdens  it  nay  be 
necessary  to  impose;  whatever  fore*  il  may  be 
necessary  to  employ  in  the  proaeentioo  <^  a  jnat 
national  redress;  the  citizens  of  Pelnaborg  will 
cheerfully  contribute  their  quota  of  the  one,  and 
bear  their  proportion  of  the  other ;  and  mnoh  m 
they  deprecate  war,  as  being  unfriendly  to  the 
interest  of  their  growing  country,  yet  iaey  will 
joyfully,  at  the  call  of  Governmanl,  gird  on  the 
swords  of  their  forefathers,  or.ltke  them,  reoonnee 
the  luxuries  of  Kuiope;  pieierring  every  evil  to 
that  of  national  disgrace;  every  deprivation  le 
(hat  of  national  honor. 
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Aai  at,  id'  moraentt  of  danger  and  difficulty 
like  the  preeent,  it  behooTet  CTety  good  citiien  of 
the  Republic,  not  only  to  ddiTsr  b\»  otHnion  of 
pnblic  affair*,  bat  to  evinee  his  zeal  in  lupport  of 
meuvm  oToBtionBl  redren  and  retribuiioD, 

JButWeed,  thertfiire,  That  the  ckmiiman  and 
tecretary  of  this  mMtinff  be  directed  to  sign  the 
fongoiog  resolalioM  in  tne  ouatfof  tbi<  meeting, 
■ad  IB  traaimit  tbam  lo  the  Preimleot  and  God- 
vresa  of  the  United  Stales. 

WILLIAM  PBENTIS,  Ommtat. 
JOHN  DICKSON,  aeentary. 


[CommnoieKted  to  Coagrem,  March  30,  IS06.] 


lably  expected  that,  while  the'Iim- 
its  between  the  territories  of  the  United  Siafes 
and  of  Spain  were  Dnaeltted^  neither  party  would 
have  iiiobvated  oathe  existing  state  of  their  re- 
speetivt  positions.  Some  time  since,  howefcr, 
we  learned  that  ibe  Spanish  authorities  weie 
advancing  into  the  disputed  country  to  occupy 
Dew  posis  and  make  new  settlements.  Unwilling 
to  take  any  measure  which  might  preclude  a 
peaceable  accommodation  of  iJiffereoees,  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Vniied  States  wera  ordered  lo  confine 
themselves  within  th^  country  on  this  side  of  the 
Sabine  river,  which,  hy  delivery  oT  ita  principal 
post,  Natch  itoches,^  was  understood  to  hare  bean 
iiielf  delivered  np  hv  Spain;  and,  at  the  same 
lime,  to  permit  no  aarerae  post  to'  be  taken,  nor 
armed  mea  to  remain  within  it. .  To  coi^sequetMie 
of  these  orders,  the  commandlug  ofQcer  at  Natch- 
itoches, learning  that  a  pbrty  of  Spanish  troops 
tkad  crossed  the  Sabine  river,  and  wer».  posting 
themselves  on  this  side. the  Adias,  sent  a  oefach- 
meot  of  his  force  to  require  them  to  withdraw  lo 
the  other  side  oftke  Sabine,  which  they  xccordr 
ingly  did. 

I  have  thought  it  proper  to  communicsK  to 
Congress  the  letters  deiailiog  {bis  incident,  that 
they  may  fully  unde^tand  the  slate  of  things  in 
that  qnatter,  and  be  enabled  to  make  such  provis- 
ion for  its  security  as,  in  thelt  ifisdom,  ihey  shall 
deem  suffieienL    . 

TH.  JKFFBRSON. 

Mahch  19,  1806. 


raedTtd  on  the  ailb  itliim(L«iid  tbe  reqnest  there- 
in mmtiDBed  was,  without  low  of  time,  forwarded 
to  the  eomiMDdaot  at  NaeogdaelMi,  from  whom 
1  recei  ved,  on  the  4th  instant,  U>  amwei,  ia  whish 
he  icfoacd  lo  (ire  tha  aMOraiiee  rsquired. 
Deening  lUa  reply  dMtUT*,  I  immediaiely  de- 


tachod  Captain  TwB«r,  with  silly  men,  to  ramere 
a  party  of  Spaniarda  that  had,  a  few  Ava  before, 
paiieJ  aid  taken  past  on  thU  aide  of  lu  Attto, 


wmi  to  patral  the  country  betweea  this  pool  aii4 
the  riTer  Sabine ;  the  former  he  easily  aocora- 
plisked,  and  is  mow  performing  the  latter. 

The  repMt  of  preparations,  making  by  oat 
Spanbh  neighbors,  for  war.  are  TaTiou8,1>ut  gene- 
rally agree  that  conaideraole  numbers  of  troraa 
are  jHrogressing  from  the  interior  to  the  eastward ; 
that  near  three  hundred  of  them  were,  a  few 
week*  since,  at  the  great  crossing  of  iha  Trinity, 
where  there  were  two  hundred  beeves,  Ave  hoa- 
dred  horses,  and  a  considerable  magaiine  of  Bour : 
that  ihey  have  ten  guns  now  BMnnting  at  Naea^ 
doohea,  where  most  of  them  have  been  lately  le- 
oeiTeil>>aiid  that,  immediately  after  Lieotanant 
Piatt,  (he  hearer  of  my  letter  to  the  commandant 
of  Nacagd'oehea,  left  that  place  on  his  reliini,  a 
Spanish  officer  was  deapatched  to  Bayou  amt 
Piene  to  ingress  on  the  miads  of  the  inbabttaata 
of  that  Bettlameni  the  aUegianoa  that  they  owed 
His  Catholic  Majesty ;  ordered  them  m  joia 


his  standard  wheaeyer  required;  and  inforioed 
ibem  that  the  Red  river  would  be  the  boaadary 
liaa  between  the  Spanish  eonntry  and  the  United 
Stales. 

RAfcBiTocmEfl,  f^bruary  1, 1806. 

Sir  :  Yoa  are  immediately  lo  proceed  with  the 
detacbmen.t  now  uttder  your  command  to  the 
neighborhood  of  Adies,  woere,  if  you  should  fall 
in  with  a  stationary  paTly  of  armed  Spaniards. 
you  will  commend  them,  or  any  olher^  armed 
p&rif  of  foreigners  which  ^ou  may  discover,  to 
withdraw  beyond  the  SabiDe  river.  In  case  of 
Iheif  refusing  lo  comply,  you  are  to  Ireat  them 
agreeaUy  lo  the  orders  of  the  Secretary' of  War, 
fa  certified  ejtraet  of  which  accompanies  these 
matiudioos,)  as  far  as  relates  to  the  pursuit,  cap- 
ture, and  detention,  of  invaders  or  aggressors,  and 
avoiding  tbe  spilling  of  blood,  but  when  these 
orders  cannot  otherwise  be  executed.  Tou  are 
to  patrol,  if  practicable,  ihe  country  between  this 
and  Sabine.  Be  on  your  guard  against  surprise, 
and  communicate  to  me,  by  express,  from  time  to 
time,  any  occurence  worty  of  note. 

M.  PORTER, 
Afa/or  Arlilkruti,  Commandmg. 

Capt.  EnvABD  Tdrher. 

Adibb,  jFUnarye.  1806. 

SiB ;  Aftev  a  ledtaaa  march  we  arrived  in  front 

of  tbe  Spanish  fosi  yeaterday  mOTniag  aboot  half 

paat  -plevaa  o'clock;  tound   the  Dona  in  some 

oonAuion,  in  coaaequeaee  of  their  palnri  haring 


discovered  bs  an  hoar  before,  (owiiv 
'  '   ^ngtiB  in  sight  of  the  road.)    11   .        , 
which  woald  hare 'carried  their  camp, 


r  teak  I 


r?; 


there  had  been  ten  times  their  number,  which  was 
twenty.  They  aaddled,  mounted,  and  formed. 
At  the  Bayou  le  Olese,  Iheir  patrol  or  picket  halt- 
ed our  vanguard,  and  demanded  why  we  were 
violating  or  invadinff  His  Majesty's  territory.  I 
requested  him  to  wiindrsw  with  his  guard  inaide 
bis  camp,  where  I  would  presenilyhe.  and  inform 
hia  officer  of  my  business.  He  impKcitly  obeyed. 
Upon  my  arriral  at  my  poaitioB-,!  sent  for  Mr. 
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Duforest  lo  tell  the  officer  I  wiihed  a  cmfeKac*. 
Mt.  DaforeEt  was  iufoTioed,  in  consequeace  of 
some  iaformniion  the  corporal  of  the  idTRnced 
guard  bad  gireo,  the  officer  bad  ^ooe  down  the 
nmd  to  meet  roe.  T  waited  some  time  his  returo, 
but  not  seeint;  him,  1  sunpeeled  be  bad  pnrposely 
pnt  him  out  of  the  way  to  gain  time.  1,  ifaere- 
fore,  afier  seading  another  message  to  the  camp, 
formed  my  men,  and  marched  throngh  the  thicket 
wi^iu  forty  yards,  where  I  baited,  and  told  (he 
Don- commissi  ooed  officn  com  man  ding  that  I 
■bould  wail-fifteen  roiaaiesfor  hii  officer,  provi- 
ded be  made  no  moTements  in  the  interim.  The 
officer  soon  after  appeared,  when  I  delivered  him 
my  commands.  He  readily  agreed  to  abandon 
his  position,  bat  he  aaid  he  could  go  no  further 
than  a  creek,  Ban  Jose.  After  a  good  4eal  Of 
altercation,  he  consented  to  move  to  the  vtber 
aide  of  the  Sfffaine,  and  I  gave  him  three  hours  to 
prepare  to  march.  He  begged  I  would  not  insist 
on  nis  crossing  the  Babine  within  five  da|^s,  slteg- 
ing  that,  in  the  miserable  condition  of  his  horses. 
it  would  be  imoossible  without  losing  them,  and 
requested  that  ne  might  be  allowed  to  Iodk  up 
some  that  were  missing.  I  replied  that,  after 
reaching  the  other  side  of  the  Sabine,  be  might 
send  in  two  or  three  of  his  men  without  arms  to 
bunt  them  %  and  that  bemust  get  them  as  soon  as 
possible.  He  replied  he  would,  but  it  would 
neeescarily  take  him  four  or  five  days.  This 
morning  1  commenced  my  march  for  La  Nan, 
and  fell  in  with  him  in  three  miles.  I  signifying 
mj  surprise  W  big  being  no  further,  he  mhde  f^  - 
old  ezcDse  of  the  impossibility  of  his  horses 
travel  fsster;  and  observed  that  he  bad  beeD  de- 
tained in  trying  to  find  some  of  bis  horses,  two  of 
which  be  bad  got,  and  four  were  yet  inissiDg. 
Not  Ihinkiqg  it  proper  to  rely  exactly  on  bis  word, 
after  again  falliae  in  with  him,  f  made  bim  sub- 
scribe to  the  enclosed  terms,  (which  I  ho[w  may 
meet  your  appiobatioo,)  aDa,shall  follow  his  foot- 


E.  D.  TURNER. 


Reipecifully  yours,  Sk, 
Major  MoBBB  PonTsn. 


At  the  Adibs,  /WV3  6,  1606. 

I,  Joseph  Maria  OouzaleKj  ensign,  commandant 
of  His  Most  Cstbolic  Majesty's  troops  on  this 
side  of  theriverSsbinas,  hereby  have  agreed  with 
Captain  Edward  D.  Turner,  captain  ia  the  Uni- 
ted.States  army,  to  retnrn  «lt  said  troops  of  Hia 
Catholic  Majesty  to  the  other  side  of  the  Aiid  river 
Sabinas,  as  soon  as  my  horses  will  permit  it,-  or  ia 
fivedays,  or  at  furthest  six,  and  Xa  take  my  niarch 
this  day ;  and  I  also  oblige  myself  not  to  send  any 
palrolei  on  this  side  of  the  river  Sabinas. 

J.  M.  GONZALEZ,  Emign. 

Witness:  John  D.  Duforbst. 

[Communicated  December  3,  1806,  with  the  Annual 

Mesuge  at  the  eommencsDient  of  the  sesaion.J 

Natchitochbs,  Aug.  5,  1806 

Sir:  It  has  been  reported  to  ma,  for  several 

days  past,  that  a  Urge  body  of  the  iioopa  of  the 


King  of  Spain  bad  assembled  neat  the  Sabine, 
and  were  about  to  cmss  that  rivet,  and  I  am  jost 
nformeJ  thai  this  body  has  crossed  Ihe  said  river, 
-ind  taken  post  within  the  territory  of  ibe  United 
States;  it  nastherefore  become  my  duty  toaddreia 
yon  on  Ihissubject,  to  demand  an  explicit  avowal 
of  the  object  of  this  movement,  to  insist  on  this 
body  of  troops  being  immediately  withdi«wD,atid 
arnyou  of  the  consequences  which  may  result 
its  coDttiiuance  within  ibe  terriloiy  of  iba 
United  States. 

It  is  well  known  thai  the  Government  of  ibe 
United  Sutes  and  ibe  King  of  Spain  are  at  this 

leot  negotiating  on  the  subject  af  the  boand- 

.  of  Louisiana^  and  there  cannot  be  a  doubt 
but  an  amicable  adjustment  of  existing  differences 
will  soon  take  place. 

The  reinforcements  which  have  lately  reached 
this  post  are  only  intended  as  a  security  to  the 
territory  actually  surrendered  to  us,  and  which  we 
consider  as  extending  io  the  Sabine.  There  is  no 
disposition  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  to 
commit  hostilities  on  the  troops  or  possessions  of 
Spain;  but  we  cannot  suffer  aggressions  on  oar 
territory,  and  should  you  pehisi  in  making  tbein, 
you  will  oeiuxtly  chargeable  with  the  consequences 
which  sncB  conduct  is  calculated  tp  produce.  1 
have  only  to  add,  that,  if  you  should  think  |irapet 
10  remove  the  Spanlso  trogps  to  th'e  west  side  of 
the  Sabine,  and  coniione  them  there,  no  attempt 
will  be  made,  on  Ibe  part  of  the  United  States,  to 
interrupt  that  friendship  and  harmony  which 
ought  lojubaisE  between  neighboring  nations.  But 
if  yon  should  attempt  to  continue  these  troops 
within  the  Territory  of  tb^  United  Sutes  af^ 
this  explicit  and  IViendly  warning,  it  will  be  my 
duty  to  consider  yoii  as  an  invader  of  onrtetritorf 
ana  to  act  accordingly. 

This'  letter  will  be  banded  to  you  by  Major 
Moses  Porter,  of  the  attinerists  of  the  United 
Stales,  who  wilt  wait  a  reasonable  time  for  your 
reply  ;  which,"  if  convenient,  I  hope  may  be  ac- 
companied by  an  English  or  French  translation, 
to  enable  me  to  ascertain  its  contents  with  greaiei 
certainty.  The 'Major  will  b^  attended  by  ona 
non-commissioned  officer,  and  one  private  soldier, 
of  the  Army  of  the  United  States. 

1  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  of  tenderiiw 
my  best  wishes  for  your  nealth,  happiness  and 
honor,  and  am,  sir,  with  respectful  consideration, 
your  obedient  servant, 

T.  H.  GUSHING,  CWone^  fc 

To  Colonel  Hebrera,  &c. 


Plamtation  or  Ma.  PHonBonHB, 

.     .        Ja^itff  6L 1806. 

Sib:  With  all  postible  respect  1  answer  your 
Excellency's  letter  which  was  delivered  to  me,  at 
this  place,  by  Moses  Porter,  Major  of  Artillery  of 
Ihe  united  SMtes. 

It  is  true  that  I  have  crossed  the  Sabine  rivn 
with  a  detachment  of  troops  belonging  to  the  King, 
with  orders  from  the  CRntain  General  (by  wbooa 
I  am  goveraed)  to  keep  this  territory  from  all  hos- 
tile attempts,  aabelon^ng,iVitm  lime  lid  memonal 
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M  the  KhiK,  and  which  is  a  depeDdeuee  of  the 
provioce  ofTexai.  Tha  inhabitsnU  atill  ackaow- 
tedgeohediencetooQr  GaTemmenl,  notwithsIaDd' 
iD^theTioteDcecommltledoD  asmatl  deUchinent 
of  our  troops  bf  tliose  of  the  United  Btales. 

Pfom  this  moment  I  hold  myself  responsible  to 
the  real  letter  of  the  orders  that  ^OTern  me,  which 
are,  by  no  pretext  wfaatsoeTer,  to  tnterrupl  or  breaic 
the  good  intelliKeoce  which  subsists  between  His 
Majesty  aad  the  United  States;  but  I  cannot piet- 


mit,  without  viotiting  jny  duty, 

npoo  the  laud  he  possesses,    ii  roi 

makes  any  iDfriDgement,  you,  atone,  will  be 


iiion 
Eiceltency 


'oCourts,andmay  iDlerrupt  the 

amicable  oonTentioD,  perhaps,  now  on  foot,  out  of 
which  I  have  no  knowledge.    . 

1  did  not  send  a  translation, of  this  in  Fieneh  or 
English,  not  baring  any  person  capable  of  Iran»- 
latioK  with  purity,  a  thing  of  so  serious  a  natare. 

I  ieiicitale  myself  of  this  opportunity  ianffeting 
my  best  services. 

Yoor  very  humble  servnt, 

SIMON  DE  HGRRERA. 

Setiot  OoD  TaoHts  Ccamna. 

Natcbitocbhb,  Aiiguit  36, 1606. 

Sib  :  On  my  arrival  al  this  post,  I  learned,  with 
certainty,  that  a  considerable  Spanish  force  had 
crossed  the  Sabine  and  advanced  within  the  ter- 
ritorrclaimed  by  theUnite^  States.  Itwasboped, 
sir,  tnat,  pending  the  negotiations  between  oar  re- 
spective Oovernments  for  an  amicable  adjustment 
of  thelimitaof.LouisiaDB,  no  addin'onal  settlements 
would  befoTmed,'or  new  military  positions  assam- 
«d,  byeither  Power,  wiihin  the  disputed  tenitorV; 
a  policy  which  a  conciliatory  dispotition  would 
have  siiggesled,  and  justice  sanctioned;  but,  since 
a  eomrary  conduct  has  been  observed  on  the  Daii 
of  eerttin  officers  of  .Bis  Catholic  Majesty,  they 
alone  will  be  answerable  for  the  consequences, 
which  may  ensue. 

The  above  proceeding,  sir,  is  Sot  the  only  evi- 
dence of  an  unfriendly  disptnicion  -which  certain 
officeia  of  Spain  have  afiorded.  \  have  to 'com- 
plain of  the  outrage  lately  committed  by  a  deiacfa- 
mentcf  Spanish  troops,  acting  under  ^our  instrnc- 
tions,  towards  Mr.  Freeman  and  his  party,  who 
were  ascending  the  Red  river  onder  the  orders  of 
thePresident  of  the  United  States.  Mr.Fieeman 
and  his  asMiciates  were  navigating  waters  which 
pass  through  the  territory  ceded  b^  France  to  the 
UDiled  States;  the v  were  navigatinga  river  on 
which  the  Ffench  bad  formerly  made  settletnents 
far  beyond  the'  place  where  they  were  arrested  ; 
a  foot  of  great  Doioriety,  and  in  support  of  which 
the  testimony  of  several  citizens,  residing  at  and 
near  the  post  of  Natchitoches,  can  be  adduced. 

But,  nevertheless,  Mr.  Freeman  and  his  party 
were  assailed  by  a  baltalian  of  Spanish  troops, 
and  commanded  to  return  i  a  proceeding  the  more 
exceptionable,  since  the  objects  of  Mr.  Freeman 
were  tnerely  scientific,  having  in  view  itothing 
hostile  to  Spain  ;  objects  which  were  long  aiuee 
communicated  by  tae  to  His  Excellency  the  Mar- 
tffua  of  Can  Calvo,  and  which,  ihroi^lk  hiiO)  I 


presume,  must  have  been  made  known  to  the  Gov- 
ernor General  of  the  province  of  Texas. 

ThisdetachmentofSpanish  troops,  whose  moTe- 
ments,  I  learn,  are  directed  by  your  Excellency, 
did,  on  their  march,  commit  another  outrace  to- 
wards the  United  States,  and  of  which  it  is  my 
duty  to  ask  an  eipUnation.  In  the  Caddo  nation 
of  Indians  the  flag  of  the  United  States  was  dis- 
played, and  commanded  from  the  chief  and  war- 
riors all  the  respectful  veueraiiun  to  which  it  is 
entitled  ;  but  your  troops  are  slated  to  have  cut 
down  the  staff  on  which  the  pavilion  waved,  and 
to  have  menaced  the  peace  and  safety  of  the  Ca4' 
dosshouidtbey  continue  their  respect  for  the  Ame- 
rican Government,  or  their  friendly  intercourse 
with  the  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

1  experienced  the  more  difficulty  in  accounting 
for  this  transaction,  since  it  cannot  be  nnknowD  to 
your  Excellency,  that  while  Louisiana  appertained 
to  France,  that  the  Caddo  Indians  were  under  the 
protection  of  the  French  Government,  and  that  a 
French  garrison  was  actually  established  in  one 
of  their  villages:  hence,  it  follows^^ sir,  that  the 
cession  of  Louisiana  to  the  United  Slates,  ''  with 
the  same. extent  which  it  had  when  France  pos- 
seted it,"  is  sufficient  authoritv  for  the  display  of 
the  AtoerJcaQ  flag  in  the  Caddo  village,  and  that 
the  disrespect  which  that  flag  has  experienced, 
subjects  y  our  Sicellency  to  a  serious  responsibility. 

I  am  unwilliQg  to  render  this  communication 
unnecessarily  letigthy,  but  I  must  comfjlain  of  ano- 
ther outrage,  which  has  been  cotnmitted  under 
the  eyes  of  your  Ezcelleocy.  Three,  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  trf'  the  names  of  Shaw,  Irvine, 
and  Brewster,  were  seized  by  Spanish  soldiers, 
«ithin  twelve  miles  of  Nalchitoohes,  and  have 
been  sent  prisoners  to  Nacogdoches.  I  oaanoi 
suppose  that  this  proceeding  is  unknown  to  your 
Ezcellencr,  and  I  should  |>e  wanting  in  duty  did 
I  not  avail  myself  of  the  present,  occasion  to  de> 
mand  information  as  to  the  cause  of  their  aiTest 
and  detention.  There  Is  still  another  subject  on 
which  I  must  address  your  Excellency.  It  is  re- 
ported to  me,  that  several  slaves,  the  property  of 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  have  lately  escaped 
from  the  service  of  their  masters,  and  sought  and 
found  an  asylum  at  Nacogdoches.  I  have  seen 
the  torrespondehce  between  yooi  Excellency  and 
Judge  Turner  upon  this  subject,  and  I  learn  your 
determination  to  await  the  ordersof  the  Governor 
Gleneral  of  the  province  of -Texas.  I  will  forbear, 
therefore,  ibr  the  present,  to  press  their  immediate 
delivery  (othe  orders  of  their  masters  ;  but  I  must 
urge  your  Excellency  to  discourage,  for  the  future, 
the  escape  of  slaves  from  this  to  your  territory, 
and  I  request  that  such  as  may  repair  to  the  bounds 
of  your  command  may  be  forthwith  returned. 
Your  Eiceilency  will  readily  perceive  the  cause 
of  my  solicitude  on  this  subject.  If  fugitive  slaves 
are  to  receive  the  protection  of  the  Spanish  au- 
thorities, ihe  property  of  the  citizens  of  this  Ter- 
ritoryis  indeed  insecure,  and  a  good  noderstanding 
between  our  two  Governments  ought  not,  and 
cannot,  be  prewrved.  During  the  last  year,  I  bad 
a  eonespondence  with  bisBxeellency  the  Marquia 
of  Casa  Cairo,  (who  was  then  at  New  Orleans,) 
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rclatire  to  some  negtoet  whn  hid  escaped  lo  Na- 
cogdochea;  and,  iDconsequeoeeof  theiDterfereoce 
or  tbe  Marquis,  I  am  led  lo  believe  that  thef  were 
reBtored.  1  was  gficislly  informed  by  (he  Mar- 
quis, thai  his  conduct  on  the  occasion  was  ap- 
proved brHUCaiholie  MBJesty,  and  leoDsequenttr 
concluded  that  (he  mischief  was  at  an  end.  It 
CBDDot,  I  presame,  be  unknown  to  liie  officers  of 
His  Catholic  Majesty  J  that  Mioislera  from  the  Uni- 
ltd  States  have  repaired  to  Spain  for  the  avowed 
parpose  of  amicably  adjusting  the  listing  differ- 
«nces.  I  should  greatly  regret,  therefore,  if  any 
oeenrrences  in  this  quarter  should  pTevent  that 
amicable  arraqgement  which  rhe  interest  of  each 
nation  would  adrise.  Bm  if  tUe  officers  of  Spain 
should  persist  in  their  acts  of  agigression,  your 
Bxcetlency  will  readily  anticipate  the  conse- 
quences, and  if  ihe  sword  mnsi  be  drawn,  let  tbom' 
be  responsible  whose  anfriendly  oandnct  hae  ren- 
dered it  iadiipensable. 

Colonel  Henry  Hopkins,  tbe  Adjutant  Qsiwral 
of  the  militia  of  this  territory,  will  hare  the  honor 
to  deliver  to  your  Bxcelleocy  thia  eemmuniettion, 
and  to  await  your  answer. 

I  tender  (o  your  Bxeelkney  the  assttrances  of 


His  Excellency  QoTernor  Hcbbeba. 

SpAHiaH  CAK»,Aug.  28,  1606. . 

Sn:  The  trOopsofthsKing my  muter,  which 
I  hare  the  honor  to  counaaad  sn  ihit  side  of  tbe 
Sabine,  have  no  other  oti}e4^  than  to  mainiaib 
ffood  harmony  between  the  United  Btatn  and  His 
Majesty,  and  to  preserve  inviolaie  the  territory 
which  beloDgs  to  him. 

Major  Freemaa  was  naTigating  the  Red  river, 
<nt  that  part  of  the  tetTitoiy  which  never  belonged 
lo  ibi  pravince  of  Louiaiaaa,  now  appertaining 
the  United  Stalet ;  f<»  whioh  reaaon  he  was  n 
tified  by  tbe  eoBHundaDl  of  ibc  troopt  to  retr. 
gnde  as  far  baok  at  the  couiUry  that  did  beliniB 
to  them.  I  agree  with  yoor  Exeelleoey,  thai«n 
the  tarritery  which  Hi*  Caibdic  Majesty  ceded 
toFrana  belongs  to  the  United  States,  bui  tbe 
C»dda  ladiaDs  are  aot  on  that  land,  but  at  a  great 
diiMBoe  from  ii,  and  live  now  on  the  territory  of 
Spain.  For  which  reason  it  was  uoiiaed  to  thean, 
thirt  if  they  chose  to  live  under  the  Goveniment 
of  the  United  Btatea,  (bey  most  go  to  theterriiory 
under  their  jarisdiction  |  bat  if  thev  desired  to  re- 
main where  ihey  were  it  was  required  of  them  to 
take  down  the  American  fla*.  They  ooiutnted  not 
to  abandon  their  village;  but  being  more  Urdy 
than  was  conceived  th*y  might  have  been  in  pull- 
ing down  the  Bag,  they  (the  SpaDiards)  were 
abided  to  do  it  by  force. 

The  reason  why  i  detained  tbe  three  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  was  because  thev  were  found 
twice,  and  on  diSerrai  days,  obiemog  our  post- 
(ioos  and  morementa;  and  three  several  times 
that  I  queatiosed  them,  I  observed  they  did  not 
agree  as  to  tbe  moiivea  of  their  visiting  the  place; 
bat,  finally,  one  of  them  tald  me  they  wished  to 
eilaUiah  ihemselTea  undet  the  Oovcrament  of  tbe  I 


KingatSt.Antoine,whieh  determined  me  tsaeod 
ihem  to  the  Governor  of  the  province  with  am 
escort,  aa  well  on  account  of  tbe  distance  of  tbe 
road,  as  for  having  rendered  ihenuelvea  rospeeted 
persona.  The  deienlioo  of  the  runaway  utgiom 
of  Louisiana  at  Nacojrdoehet,  is  ao  a&ir  in  sos- 
penae  before  the  Captain  Oeneial  of  this  provine^ 
who  likewise  will  have  knowledge  of  the  nodvea 
why  those  were  sent  beck  whom  your  BseeUnwr 
cited.  And  for  the  better  security  of  the  nwier, 
I  shall  send  your  letter  which  I'reeeived  by  Col> 
ooel  HoiAiDs,  and  who  likewise  will  be  the  beaier 
ofthia. 

The  troops  of  tbe  King,  neither  from  diapoaitiaii 
nor  ebaracier,  will  ever  oo-opeaate  directly  or  in- 
directly to  encouraging  the  enigra^ur  of  negro 
slaves.  For  my  part,  1  aesare  your  Bzedlency 
that  those  I  command  will  commit  no  hostility 
which  can  frustrate  the  nefrotiaiioaa  now  peiMliu 
between  our  Courts;  hot  if  I  am  provoked  to  ill 
shall  endeavor  to  preserve  the  honor  of  my  lioops^ 
and  to  fulfil  the  oblifratians  with  which  I  am  id- 
vested  ;  a  duty  wbien  my  diaraeter  and  that  of 
my  subalterns  demand^ 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  offer  your 
Excellency  my  respect  and  consideration. 

SIMON  M.  H&RRGRA. 
■  Hie  Excellency  Gov.  C  u 


NATOBrrooHBB,  Augiut  31, 1806. 

Sin;  By  theretam  of  Coltmel  Ho^tul-am 
honored  with  yonr  Excellency's  r^yio  my  cotn- 
monicatitfn  of  tie  38lh  tastant.  I  coniixM  of 
opiaim  that  the  advanoe  of  Spanish  trdopa  with- 
in a  territory  olaimed  by  (be  United  Bmcn,  u 
evidence  of  an  ndfrieadly  diaposition  ;  nor  eaa  1 
perceive  anything  'in  yaur  Bzeellcaey's  letta 
which  can  justify  ot  ezteVBate  theo&naiTe  coa- 
dnct  observed  towards  Mr.  Freeman  and  hit  ano- 
ctatea,  or  (he  indignity  ofisred  in  the  Oaddo  ■■- 
tion  to  the  American  flag. 

Yoa  have  not  denied,  sir, -that  the  Fieaeh,  whes 
in  possesstoa  of  Louisiana,  bad  eataUisbed  a  ga^ 
rissa  on  Red  river,  far  facyond  ihv  {Aioe  wMC 
Mr.  Freeman  and  tna  asrociates  were  arrested  on 
their  voyage,  or  that,  .the  Caddo  Isdiaaa  woe 
formerly  considered  as  under  tbe  ptoteetion  of  the 
FreDch  Ooyerament.  Tbe  tAmee  of  yoat  Baeel- 
leoey  on  theae  points  proceeds  probably  ftom  a 
knowledge,  on  yoarpaFi,of  tfaaoorreetaessof  mf 
statements.  I  shall,  however,  touch  no  fwilieraa 
thesetMasBctioBa,inmye«TrespoBdeBcewilhymit 
Rxcellency,  hat  will  haateh  to  lay  the  same  brfof* 
the  Presideat  cf  the  United  States,  who  willkaow 
what  measures  to  direct  when  wrones  arenSered 
(o  the  American  nation.  I  cannot  however,  le- 
fraia  from  expreaaing  my  displetsnre  at  dftarrcal 
and  detention,  under  your  Excellency's  orders,  of 
three  citizens  of  the  United  Staica,  Shaw,  Irria, 
end  Brevrster;    tbey  are  charged  with  no  offntee 


woen  our  two  nations  eoald  not  have  jttstified 
'OUT  conduct,  towards  those  OBoSendingcitixens:. 
caa  veaoite  toaatert,  that  the  su^ciMM  of  yon 
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Bx«eU«o«]r  as  to  the  objeeis  of  Shaw,  bTine,  and 
BrewMer,  are  DnfoBmilad.  The;  oertainly  woold 
have  no  particQlaT  iDducmieiiU  to  notice  (he  po- 
■itiooB  or  morementa  of  youi  |ioo|m.  The  fact, 
I  IfelieTe,  is,  tbat  ihne  men  were  deeiroiu  of  gnii- 
fyingtheir  cnriosiiy,  and  wished  yooi  Excellency's 
panports  to  risit  St,  Anionio.  Under  this  imprcs- 
■ion,  and  from  the  cLTCumstaace  that  they  were 
within  the  territory  claimed  by  (beUnited  Btatei^ 
I  deem  it  my  doty  to  demand  their  releftae  and 
apeedy  resioTaiioD  to  their  coDDtry-  It  cannot  be 
supposed  that  the  distance  to  St.  Antonio,  or  tbeir 
personal  conTenienee,  occasioned  t lie  escort  which 
attended  thetn.  They  appear,  on  the  contrary,  to 
faiTe  been  treated  byyont  Rxcelleney  is  State 
prisoners,  and  as  such,  I  have  information  of  tbeir 
baying  passed  throtighNac^gdochesunderaMron^ 
guard.  YoTir  Excellency  will  reci^lect  that  the 
subjects  of  His  CalhoMc  MaJesiv  are  daily  in  the 
habit  of  visiting  the  post  of  Natcoitoehes,  and  can- 
not bnt'obwrve  [be  positions  and  mOTementt  of 
the  American  troops.  They,  howerer,  are  oermit- 
led  to  pass  without  molestation.  A  friendly  and 
innocent  intercourse  between  the  citizens  of  the 
one,  and  ,the  subjects  of  the  other  Power,  baa  not. 
as  yet,  been  interdicted  by  this  QoTernment.  I 
ara  persuaded,  therefore,  tbat  your  Excellency  will 
see  that  the  arrest  of  Shaw,  Irvine,  and  Biewaier, 
was  premature,  and  that  their  detention  is  highly 
improper.  I  bave  no  personal  knowledge  of  these 
three  men ;  they  are  American  citizens,  and,  of 
course,  under  the  protection  of  the  Government 
of  the  United  Stateu.  In  (he  name  of  that  Qov- 
•roment,  therefore,  I  do  now  deiqaod  tbeir  release, 
and  that  they  be  restated  to  their  <;ouutry  as  soon 
as  possible. 

Pending  the  negotiatlotis  between  oar  respect- 
Itc  Governments,  I  could  wisb-that  hostilities 
shonld  not  commence  in  this  quarter]  but,  if  pro- 
voked to  it.  by  the  anjust  aggressions  of  the  forces 
of  His  Catholic  Majesty,  the  troops  of  the  United 
States  will  endeavor  tojnaintain  their  owa  and 
their  coaniry's  honor. 

Lieut^oantDufoieet,  of  the  American  Army,  is 
cbaroed  with  the  delivery  of  this  letter  to  yonr 
EiceUency,  and  to  bear  mp  such  answer  as  you 
may  think  proper  ta  return. 

1  fcnew  to  your  Excellency  the  auurances  of 
my  reipectfbl  consideration. 

WM,C.C.CLAIBOBNE. 

Hia  Bioellcncy  Gov.  Hbkbeba. 

Extraetof  BlMlar&aiBOaiM*ri  WlkintM)  lo  tiuSee> 
rataiT  tf  War,  dated 
*    HEAcaniaTtis,  NAToiiTocBn, 

October  i,  1806. 
I  jesterdaf  mominc  rMeirad  Qovenior  Corde- 
To's  anawer  to  my  adi^ess  of  the  24th  ultimo,  cop- 
ies of  whiab  yen  have  under  cow. 

The  varied  Uyle  of  (bis  letter,  when  cmnntated 
with  tboae  of  Oorernor  Herrera  to  Ctrionel  Cnab- 
iog  Bnd  Goveraoc  dalbone.  ccvnbiited  with- the 
circumstance  of  the  Spanish  troops  having  re- 
CKMsed  the  Sabine  to  a  man,  baa  induced  me,  on 
the  (lonnd  of  atonomr,  and  of  expediency  also^ 


dischuge  the  militia  who  have  reached  this 
plaee,  and  to  conbtermand  those  under  march  ex- 
cepting about  one  hnndred  drains  and  mounted 
infantry,  whom  I  shall  retain  in  service,  (until  I 
am  appriied  (rf  the  delerminalion  of  the  Captain 
General,  Baleedo,)  to  watch  the  movements  of 
neighbim. 


HxAoaiiABTEss,  Abmv  of  tbb  U.  S. 

Natcbitocbss,  Sept.  24,  1806. 

Sm:  After  the  recent  communications  which 
bave  paised  between  his  Exoellency  Qorernar 
Herrera,  Colonel  Cuahiug,  and  Governot  Clai- 
barne,  and  his  reiterated  repulsion  of  their  reason- 
able and  rightful  demands,  I  will  eanieas  to  your 
Excellency,  ibai  naught  but  the  very  high  and 
solemn  otiufations  which  I  owe  to  humanity, 
— 'd  vanqnish  the  repugnance  with  which  I  now 
I  the  ntxiocto  address  you,  on  a  topic  pro- 
foundly inie^Eling  to  out  respeciive  nations,  inaa- 
muchaa  it  may  inToIre  a  question  of  peace  or  war. 

I'he  di&reoces  of  opiaiou  which  nave  prevail- 
ed coDceming  tfaeeontest«d  limits  of  Louisiana, 
having  been  submitted  to  amicable  negotiation  by 
our  respective  sovereigns,  the  appeal  lo  ralioDU 

Siiry  is  an  admission  of  the  dubiosity  tA  the 
t,  and  therefore  should  prevent  any  change  of 
military  positions  posterior  to  the  delivery  of  the 
provitue  of  Louisiana  to  the  United  States. 

Tbeuovernmeni  of  the  American  Union, found- 
ed in  right  and  eondacted  by  reason, has  been  in- 
structed by  the  history  of  other  times  how  to  value 
the  blessings  of  peace,  and,  teing  unambitious  of 
oonqaest  Or  military  fame,  is  desirous  lo  preserrn 
a  fair  and  fdendiv  understanding  with  all  the 
Powets  of  the  earth. 

Thus  circumstanoetl,  and  under  daily  expecU- 
tion  of  a  favorable  issue  to  the  depending  nego- 
tiations, it  woi^  mxrk  a  sanguinary  spirit,  and 
be  a  most  ungracions  .and  nnwarianiable  deed, 
were  the  military  officers  of  either  Government, 
byan  aetof  ptecipiinnay,  to  frustrate  the  beecvo- 
but  views  of  a  pacific  tJiscusBion,  and  make  way 
for  the  commencement  of  bosiihties,  wboec  fiMd 
issue  may  baffle  boioan  foresi^t,  but  whose  pm- 
bable  boosequenecs  would,  be  seems  of  reiotntion 
and  bloodshed,  oflbnaive  lo  humnnity,  and  soh- 
Tftaive-oi^  the  gennal  policy  of  nations. 

In  this  state  af  things,  I  «»  ready  to  pledge 
iayfdf.tluit,MndiDgth«  negotiations  erf  the  two 
eoontriea,  Bothing  auUfae  attempted  a|;aiaat  Hia 
Gn4lMlie  Hajtsty's  subjects  or  lerritonea  by  the 
troon  nnder  my  nomarad,  twlcis  hit  oac«s 
ab<MiU  nttemnt,  as  tbey  have  already  done,  to  in- 
noTBta  the  "awn  qa^  at  the  snrrender  of  the 
province,  by  oeenpyinK  mw  groitBd,e(  etcoting 
new'poBts,  or  unless  luy  ahonld  treqmaa.on  the 
r^lsof  the  eitizettL  or  violate  the  someignty 
of  theae  Siatw ;  the  fiwmer  condRcl  will  eotunu 
coBotv  Eievaments  and  occnpaneica,  and  the  lat- 
'ter  will  not  only  justify  recrimination,  bnt  will 
infalliby  excite  it,  and  thus  htMtilities  may  be 
prodnced,  notwiihslanding  the  peaceful  di^oti- 
tioaa  of  the  high  Poweia  to  whom  they  are  r«> 
apectively  accountahlc. 
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When  the  troops  of  tb«  Unite4  Blata  took  poa- 
MisJoD   of  this  ^t,  the   Spanish  commandant 
from  whom  it  wai  receired,  did  oot  define  the 
limits  of  bis  jarisdiction ;  yet  it  wai  nolorions 
that  Nacogdoches  formed  the  barrier  post  of  the 
approximate  proriace  of  Texas.    It  was  known, 
afso,  that    coniroverBies    bad    existed    betwef 
France  and  Spain  respecting  the  Western  limi 
of  Loaisiana,  and  we  bad  been  assured  \>j  Mo: 
aieur  Laussait,  the 'French  Commissioner  who  de- 
lirered  the  proTiDCeto  ihe  United  Stales,  that  thi 

SreiensioDs  of  Prance  went  as  far  west  as  the  Ri< 
el  Norte;  but  we  are  not  iafonned  that  any  line 
of  demarcation  had  erer  'been  traced  to  partition 
these  proTinces. 

Whether  such  a  line  of  territorial  jnrisdicti 
bad  ever  been  eatalliabed  or  not  between  the  pro- 
Tinces of  Louisiana  and  Texas,  one  has  been  ren- 
dered indispensable  by  the  sale  of  the  former  tc 
the  United  States,  for  the  adminiBirvtion  of  jus- 
tice, the  security  cM  property,  and  the  preveniion 
of  hostile  collisions ;  tod  these  States,  with  pr~ 
tenaioDs  far  more  extensive,  adopted  the  Sabi) 
rirer  as  the  most  obvious,  most  convenient,  ntDs| 
natunl,  and  least  exceptionable  temporary  bound- 
try. 

1  am,  therefore,  air,  commanded  hy-  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Stales  to  inform  you'^tbat 
the  actual  quiet  possession  of  the  country  by  the 
United  SUIes  east  of  the  river  Sabine,  ouf^i  and 
will  b«  considered  as  fally  within  the  limits  of  the 
country  surrendered  to  the  United  Sitiee  on  tak- 


ing possession  of  this  place;  and,  therefore,  any 

~"empt  on  the  part  of  Hi*  Catholic  Majesty's  offi- 

-s  to  disturb  i^e  existiog  state  of  things,  by 


daavoringio  oocupy  any  new  post  east  of  the  Sa- 
bine, or  westward  or  northward  of  the  former 
boundaries,  of  what  has  been  called  West  Flori- 
da, must  be  eonsiderei)  by  the  Qoveinment  of  the 
United  States  u  an  actual  lavasion  Of  their  ter- 
ritorial lights,  and  Will  be  resisted  accordingly." 
And  while  I  submit  these  commands  to'  your 
grave  eonsidemtion,  in  the  liope  they  may  nave 
Sue  weight,  it  becomes  my  duty  to  demand  from 
yon  the  withdrawal  of  the  troops  of  Spain  to  the 
west  of  the  Sabine. 

nace;  but,  as 'our  honor  torbids  stcatagMn 
eeptioD  before  our  swnrds  have  been  drawn,  I  awe 
il  to  my  own  fame,  and  to  (he  national  chai«cter,  to 
warn  you  that  the  nllinuta  decision  of  the  cora- 
peient  Kitthority  has  been  taken  ;  that  my  orders 
«e  absolute,  nod  raydeterminatmn  fixed,  to  as- 
aert,  mod,  nnder  Qod,  to  nstain  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  United  Sutet  to  the  Sabine  river  against  a«]r 
fbree  which  may  be  opposed  to  me. 

Retire  then,  sir,  I  conjure  you,  the  troops  of 
your  comRiaad  from  the  gronod  in  controversy, 
and  spare  the  effusion  of  hniiMn  bleod,  without 
ptqadiein^  yonr  own  honor,  or  the  sabstantial 
interest  ot  His  Majesty,  your  royal  master. 

Colonel  Thomas  H.  bushing,  che^-cUf-etaif- 
m^or  *f  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  has  my 
orders  to  deliver  this  letter  to  yon,  and  wait  a 
reasonable  titoe  for  youi  answer. 


I  pray  Qod  to  keep  your  Excellency  in  his  holy 


His  SxceDency  Gov.  Cordbbo. 

NACoai>'ocHEB  Cakp,  Sept.  39,  1806. 

Bkcbllght  Six:  By  the  hands  of  Colonel 
Thomas  Cusbing,  chief  of  the  general  staff  of 
the  United  States  Army,  I  have  had  the  bontv, 
yesterday,  to  receive  your  Excelleucv's  letter, 
writtea  from  your  headquarters  at  Natchitoches. 

Being  nnauthorixed  to  enter  into  a  discussion  of 
the  serious  and  Interesting  matters  on  which  yon 
treat,  I  hope  your  Eicellenay  will  excuse  me  for 
transmitting  your  letter,  with  the  utmost  celerity, 
to  the  hand*  of  the  Captain  General  Brigadier 
Nimesio  Salcedo,  under  whose  ordeis  I  ac^  and  I 
shall  transmit  to  your  Excellency  his  answer,  in 
t^e  same  manner,  by  the  hands  of  an  officer  of 
my  sia£ 

While  thus  acting,  I  have  the  honor  to  or 


your  ExGellenc*  my  respects  and  consideiatfoo, 
"od  to  keep  you  alive  many  veara. 
r,  your  Excellency's  most  numble  and 


praying  God  to  keep  you  alive  many 
I  am,  sir,  your  "       "  -     '     --  - 
obedient  servant, 


ANTONIO  CORDKRO. 
Hip  Exerilentfy  Don  Jas.  WiLKiHSon. 

Extract  of  s  lettn  fiiom  Genetvl  WilkiitMn  to  As  8ee- 
rataiy  of  W*r,  datnl 
NATcaiTocHBa,  October  21,   1^(16. 
Accidental  causes  having  detained  the  bearer,  I 
am  enabled  to  transmit  you,  under  cover,  the  an- 
swer of  Gkivernor  Cordero.io  my  note  of  the  4tlt 
instant,  of  which  a  copy  has  l>»en  forwarded,  and 
a  duplicate  will  accompany  this. 
I  send  you  a  literal  copy  of  (he  Qovernoi'*  let- 
r,  in  place  of  a  very  imperfect  translation,  which, 
however,  serves  to  retnove  al^  douhis  of  toe  con- 
tinued  pretensions  of  the  Spaniards  to  extend 
their  jurisdiction  to  the  Arroya  Fonda,  within 
seven  miles  of  tfaia'post,  and  confirms  my  deter- 
mination to  advnnce  to  the  Sabine,  for  which 
point,  my  arrangements  being  completed,  I  shall 
march  to-morrow  morning ;  but  a^reeablr  to  the 
idea  expressed  in  a  former  letter,  I  intenq  to  pro- 
pose to  the  Spanish  commander  the  withdrawal 
of  our  troops,  respectively,  to  the  points  of  ocon- 
pancy  at  the  period  of  the  surrender  of  the  prov- 
ince to  the  United  States,  and  in  ease  of  his  re- 
'  ball  be  governed  by  eireuiiMtaBccs. 
informed  tbe  GaptAin  Qeoeral  Salcedo 
was  to  be  ax  Nacogdoches  on  the  SStA  proximo. 

.Hbadouabtbks,  NaTOBtTooata, 

OctolMTi,  IB06. 
Sra :  I  have  had  tbe  honor  to  receive  yonr  Ex- 
cellency's letter  of  tbe  S9th  ultimo,  by  Colonel 
Gushing,  knd  sbaH  expect  the  answer  of  his 
Excellency  tbe  Captain  General  Siteedo  with 
solicitude. 

In  the  meantime,  [shall  move  forward  towards 
the  Sabine,  and,  to  prerau  the  nusiUBrptMatioB 
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of  mf  motitev  I  QODsid«r  it  proper  to  apprize  yoa 
that  (fail  moreinent  ii  made  xAiAi  to  demoDHrate 
the  preleniiona  of  the  Uaited  Btalea  to  the  terri- 
torf  eut  of  that  rirer,  and  wilb  no  hostile  iDten- 
tiou  agaiut  the  troopi  or  realma  of  SpaiD. 

This  *tep  ha«  been  rendered  essential  to  the 
honor  of  the  United  States,  b^  the  late  moTe- 
menta  and  oeanpancy  of  hla  EiceUeaof  Ooferoor 
Heirera,  and  is  alw  Josufied  by  the  position  wl^ch 
the  troops  of  four  fiieellencf '•  eommand  hare 
recenilr  takeo,  immediatelf  on  the  weitero  baak 
of  the  Sabine^  uztf  miles  advanced  of  Nacog- 

I  arail  mfielf  of  a  caaual,  btft  certain  eonvey- 
anee  to  ttaosmii  this  letter  to  four  Escellencr, 
and  I  pnjr  Ood  lo  keep  70a  in  hii  boljr  pn>t«e- 
tion  for  many  years. 

JAMES  WILKINSON. 

Hii  Exedleaoy  Aktoiiio  Cokmro. 


GREAT  BRITAIN  ANB  FRANCS. 

[Commiiiucalcd  to  CoDgion,  TAtomxj  19, 1B07.] 
T^tbtSenakmdHouteofR^rtaenifiUM*: 

I  trannnii  to  CoogreBs  a  lener  from  par  Minis- 
ters Plenipolentiarf  at  London,  inforiaing  us  that 
they  hare  aj^reed  with  the  British  Commisaioa- 
en  tg  conclude  a  treaty,  00  all  the  points  which 
had  formed  the  object  of  their  negotiation,  and 
on  terms  which  they  trusted  we  would  approve. 

Abo,  a  letter  froiu  our  Minister  PlecipoientiEiry 
at  Paris,  covering  one  to  him  from  the  Minister 
of  Marine  of  that  Oorernmftnt,  assutiog  him  that 
the  Imperial  decree,  lately  passed,  was  not  10  af- 
fect our  commerce,  which  would  still  begoreraed 
by  the  rules  of  the  treaty  esiabliabed  between  the 
two  countriea. 

Fan.  19, 1807.  TH.  JEFFEiRSON. 

LoHOON,  Aec.  27, 1B06.  ' 
BiRi  We  have  the  pleasure  to  aci^uaiDt  yoti 
that  we  have  this  day  agre^  with  the  British 
Commissioaen  to  conclude  a  treaty  on  all  tbe 
poiota  which  have  farmed  the  object  of  our  oego- 
tUiion,  and  on  terms  which,  w«  traat,  onr  Oov- 
eniment  will  approve.  It  will  fe<|Dire  only  a  few 
days  toredaee  it  to  form.  When  that 'isdone,  we 
•ball  Iraosmit  it  to  you  by  a  special  messeuger. 
We  hasten  to  commuoieate  to  jrou  this  interest- 
ing intelligence,  for  tbe  infonnalion  and  gvidaDofc 
of  our  QoverniiMat,  in  such,  meaaures  as  may 
have  referenet  to  the  subject. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.  ' 

JAMA^  MONROE, 
WM.  PINCKNBY. 
Jambs  Madison,  Secretary  of  State. 


PAua,i>ec^2^1S06. 
Sia :  I  have  the  honor  of  transmttiiog  tbe  copy 
encloeed  of  a  letter  froia  His  Majesty's  Hinisier 
of  Marine  and  Coloniea,  in  answer  to  miiie  of  the 
lOlb  insuot.  on  the  subjeA  of  the  Imperial  arrtt 
of  the  SUt  of  November,  1806. 


An  additional  explanation,  which  it  may  be  . 
well  to  commnoicale,  is.  that  neutral  vessels  coat- 
ing from  EnfjUnd  or  her  colonies  into  tbe  ports 
of  France,  &e.,  since  the  date  of  the  aforesaid 
arrtt,  wilt  not  be  received ;  and  thi^  if  any  person 
or  persons,  charged  with  ihe  ship,  or  other  vessel, 
eoa  cargo,  shall  be  detected  in  evading  this  regu- 
latioc,  by  means  of  false  decUrHtions,  they  shall 
forfeit. the  said  ship,  o;  other  vessel,  and  cargo. 

I  am,  sir,  dbc. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONQ. 

Mr.  Maoiboei,  fFaiAtn^ ton. 

Oeiunl  ftiiiiiliiiiig   t 


PAiie   Dec  10, 1806. 

The  andenigned,  Hiitister  Plenipotentiary  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  has  the  honor  of 
demanding  from  His  EioelleQoy  the  Minister  erf* 
Marine  and  Colonies,  tbe  official  explanation 
which  may  have  been  given  to  the  Imperial  de- 
cree of  the  31st  ^bremher,  1806,  ao  far  as  that 
decree  involves  (he  rights  of  neutral  nations. 

Tbe -onderslgiwd  would  more  partieuUrly  wish 
to  be  informed,  whether  by  -'British  Islaitds,"  men- 
tioned in  article  one,  are  to  be  understood  all  isl- 
ands  in  the  potnession  of  His  Britannic  Majesty, 
and  islands  merely,  or,  whether  the  rule  wiU  be 
•o-consirned  as  to  extend  the  blockade  to  lhee<m- 
tinental  poesiestioos  also  of  his  said  Majesty  t 

Whether  it  be  meant  that  theafr<t  shall  oper- 
ate from  its  date,  and  that  seizuresmade  under  it, 
before  notice  shall  have  been  given,  shall  be  con- 
sidered legal  1 

Whether  American  vessels,  navigating  the  high 
or  narrow  seas,  shall  be  liable  to  seisure,  on  evi- 
dence only  that  they  are  going  to^  or  retumiog 
from,  a  port  or  ports  of  His  Britannic  Mi^esty  T 

And  whether  the  articles  two  and  fire  shall 
operate  only  as  domestic  regulations,  or  whether 
their  iiuuuciions  shall  exleitd  tocilizeos  of  foraigii 
and  indepeodeoi  oationsT 

His  Sxcelleacy  the  Minister  of  Marine  is  suffi- 
cicDtJy  aware  of  ibe  iaiereat  of  tbe  United  States 
in  the  interpretation  which  shall  be  given  to  those 
articles,  and  will  readily  and  justly  appreciate 
the  motives  of  the  undersigned,  in  requesting  that 
His  Excellency's  answer  may  be  ([iveo  as  prompt, 
ly  as  possible. 

The  uttdersigned  has  the  honor  of  renewing, 
c.  JOHN  ARMSTB0Nq7 


The  Hiixistar  of  Marine  and  GolMsiss  to  ths  Uinister 
PlonipoteotiBij  of  the  United  States. 

PAua,  Ac  21,1806. 

Mr,  MiNiBT»  PumPoraiiTuBY :  1  hasten  to 
jtaswer  ihe  note  you  did  me  tbe  honor  to  address 

me  on  ike  10th  of  this  montli. 

I  eoosider  the  Imperial  decree  of  the  31st  of 
November  last  as,  thus  far,  conveying  no-modifi- 
eation  of  the  Kgulatioos  at  present  observed  in 
France,  with  tegard  to  iteulral  navigators,  nor 
consequently  of  tbe  Coarentioa  of  the  3&th  of 
Seplamber,18O0,<8ih  Veademiaire,  9th  year,)  with 
tbo  United  Bute*  of  Ameiiea. 


dbyGoo^Ie 


APPENDIX 


But  atthongh,  by  this  aaswer,  the  foDrqnesli 

apoo  which  yoar  Eicellency  has  desired  toknow 

my  opiDJoD  hare  been  implicitly  resolred,  I  think 


Ic 


ladd, 


Isi.  That  the  declaratiao  ezpreised  by  the  Rrat 
article  of  the  decree  of  the  2l8t  Not ember,-not  at 
all  changing  the  present  French  laws  concerning' 
tnaritime  captures,  there  is  no  reason  for  inquiring, 
what  interprettlion,  or  restriction,  or  extension, 
may  be  given  to  this  article. 

Zd.  That  seizures,  contrary  to  the  present  reg- 
ulations concerning  cruising,  shall  not  be  allowed 
to  the  captors. 

Sd.  TMt  an  AnMncao  resiel  naaoot  be  tabs 
at  sea,  for  the  mere  reason  that  she  is  going 
port  in  £nf laad.  or  is  returning  from  one;  be- 
MUS&  eoolMmably  witd  the  seventh  article  of  the 
Hid  daeree,  we  are  limited  in  France  not  to  ad- 
nit  Teaseli  coming  frtun  Koglaud  or  the  Etiglish 
eeknies. 

4tJi.  Thai  the  pioriaions  of  articles  second  and 
fifth  of  the  sud  decree,  natuvlly  apply  is  foreign 
citiaene  domiciliated  in  France,  or  in  the  countries 
oeenpied  by  the  troops  of  His  Majesty  the  KOfpe- 
n>r  and  King,  inasmuch  as  they  have  the  cbarac- 
ler  of  a  general  law ;  but,  that  it  will  be  proper 
that  yoor.Bzeetleney  should. coinmuniceie  with 
like  Minister  of  Exterior  Relations  as  to  what 
conceros  the  correspondence  of  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States  of  America  wiih  England. 

1  pray  your  Eipelleoey,  Mr.  Minuter  Flenipo- 
leat^ry,  to  reoeire  the  awurance  of  my  bigh 
COD  nde  ration. 

The  Minister  of  Marine  and  of  the  Colonies, 
DECRES. 

It  will  not  escape  General  Aimstrong,  that  my 
UHwers  cannot  have  the  developokecl  which.they 
would  receive  from  fhe  Minister  of  Biterjor  Re- 
ktlions,  and  that  it  is  nalorally  to  htm  that  he 
tnght  to  addre^  himself  for  these  eiplauBtions, 
whieli  1  am  very  happy  to  ^iVe  hitni  becaoee  he 
wbhes  them,  but  npon  which  I  have  mneh  lee* 
positive  information  t^ian  the  Prtnee  o£  Bene- 
»ento.  DECREB. 

Imperisl  Dedee  ef  Ae  Slat  Noretnber,  ISOfl. 
AKT)Cf.B  1.  Thefritisb  islands  are  declar«4  id 
«  state  of  blockade. 

Akt.  2,  All  commeree  a^d  eorraspondence  with 
the  Britisb  idands  are  ,  prohibited.    In   conaa- 

Jnenoe,  letters  or  packets,  addressed  either  to 
Ingland,  to  an  Englishman,  or  in  the  English 
luguige,  sball  sot  pau  through  tb«  post  offiee,' 
aniT shall  be  eeked. 

Akt.  3.  fiveryirtjeciof  England,  of  whatever 
MdIt  Und  coadition  soever,  -who  shall  be  fbiund  in 
the  ennntrlea  oecanted  by  omp  tro^s,  or  by  tboae 
of  our  sUiea,  shall  be  made  a  priwoer  of  war. 

Abt.  4.  All  m»gaziaee,  marohaudise,  or  propr 
erty,  whatever,  behmgiDg  ta«  sabject  of  England 
ahali  be  declared  lam'ul  prize. 

Art.  5.  ¥he  tiade  is  Engliah  merohandiae  is 
forbidden;  alt  mtrehaodise  belonging  to  England, 
or  comiw  from  ita  manvfaetoties  aad  eoloaies,  ii 
declared  Mwful  prize. 


Art.  6.  One  half  the  praaeeds  of  the  coiStca- 
tioQ  of  the  merchandise  and  ptopertr,  deelared 
good  priEe  by  the  preocding  articles,  shall  be  ap- 
plied to  indemnify  the  merehaiils  for  the  loaae* 
which  they  have  niflered  by  the  eaptore  of  mer- 
chant vessels  by  Enslirit  cruisers. 

Art.  7.  No  vecsef  coming  directly  from  Eng^ 
kfld,  orf^am  the  BaglishectlonieB,  or  having  be«i 
(here  since  the  poblieation  ef  the  present  decree, 
shall  be  reeeived  intoaiiy  port; 

Art.  8.  Every  vessel  eontrareniBg  the  above 
claDse,by  means  of  a  falsa  declaration,  eball  be 
seized,  and  the  vessel  and  cargo  confiscated,  as  if 
tb^  were  Bnglish  property. 

Art.  9.  Our  Tribunal  of  Prise*  at  Pari*  ii 
charged  With  the  definitive  ad jadiestion  of  all  the 
controversies  which  may  arise  withia  onrcaapire, 
or  in  the  countriee  occupied  by  the  French  army, 
relative  to  the  eseeutioo  of  the  present  decree. 
Our  Tribunal  of  Prizes  at  Milan  shall  be  charged 
with  the  definitive  adjudication  of  the  Mid  con- 
troversies, which  nay  arise  within  the  extent  of 
our  kingdom  of  Italy. 

Art.  10.  The  present  decree  shall  be  conunu- 
nicBled,  by  our  Minister  of  Exterior  Relations,  to 
the  Kings  of  Spain,  of  Naples,  of  Holland,  and  of 
Btraria,  and  to  our  allies,  whose  sabseets,  like 
ours, -are  the  victims  of  the  injustice  ani  the  bar- 
t^ism  of  the  English  maritime  lawa.  Onr  Min- 
isters of  Exterior  Relatjons,  of  War,  of  Marine^ 
of  Finauces^of  Police,  and  our  Postmasters  Oen- 

al,  are  charged,  eaeh  in  What  concerns  him, 

ith  the  execution  of  the  ptesent  decree. 


STATE  OF  TAB  riNANOES. 

[GommuciLMaed  to  the  Benale,  Deoember  S,  IBM.] 
In  obedience  to  the  directions  of  the  act  snpple- 
menlary  to.  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  establish 
the  Tl'eaanry  Depat-tment,"  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasary  r^pectfutly  submits  the  following  re- 
port and  estimates; 

Booenuo  and  BeceipU. 
The  Bet  revekue  arisiagfrom  duties  on  nei- 
4haDdiee-aiKl  toBnace,  which  awcaed  4ariag  the 
year  1S04,  amoonteS, after  deduciing  that  porttca 
which  aroae  from  tha  addilienal  duties  coastital- 
ing  the  M^diletmoean  fund,  to  -  9l3fi73/ae 

And  that  which  acMf«ed  dariaB  tike 
year.1805,  amoiiiUed,«fter  mktag 
a  similar  deduction,(^  will  appear 
by  the  statemeot  A,)  to         -        -    .,^„_^_ 
It  )B  aioenained  that  (he  net  revenoe  which  has 
accrued  rfiuiag  the  Ihrae  first  qoariera  of  the  year 
1806,  exceeds  that  of  lite  conreppoodia^  ouanet* 
of  the  year  1806 ;  and  that  bnncb  of  the  OoverD< 
ment  may,  exclnsively  of  the  Meditem&ean  fond, 
be  mttij  eattmaMd,  for  the  present  at  tfairleen 
'milliona  of  doiiars. 

The  stitemefit  B  exhibits  in  detail  the  savcnl 
species  of  mere  bandise,  and  other  sooreea^  froB 
which  that  leveitiie  was  eotlecied  ditrina  tbe  wtar 
1805.  . 
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Suae  of  the  rmancea. 


It  appeiTs  by  the  acatement  C  that  the  sales  of 

Sablic  lands  hare,  during  the  veai  ending  or  '''  ~ 
9th  September,  1806,  exceeded  473,C»00  a 
The  actual  payments  by  purchasers  have,  duiiog 
that  period,  amounted  (o  $850,000,  of  which  sum 


ceipis  from  that  source  may,  after  dedaclia^  charf 
eB,aiidGTeperceat.merTedforraads,beestiinateu, 
for  the  ensuilw  year,  at  five  hundred  thousand 

The  receipis  RiisiDg  from  the  permanent 

one  of  the  United  States  may,  therefore,  without 
iseluding  the  arrears  of  dirt^t*  tai  ana  interOBl 
rerenue,  the  duties  on  postage,  and  other  inci- 
denial  branches,  be  computed,  foe  the  year  1807, 

at     -        - $13,500,000 

And  the  poyments  into  the  Treaanrf 
during  the  same  year,  onAccounE 
of  the  temporary  duties  constitut- 
ing the  Mediterranean  fund,  eati> 
mated  at 1,000,000 


Haking,in  the  whole,  an  aggregate  of    14,500,000 


The  permanent  expenses  are  estipiated  at  t^h' 
400,000)  and  consist  of  the  following  items,  yiz : 

1.  The  annual  appropriation  of  $6,000,000,  for 
the  paymcDt  of  the  principal  and  interest  of  the 
public  debt,  of  which  sam,  not  more  than  $3,600,- 
000  will,  for  the  year  1607,  be  applicable  to  the 
payment  of  interest  -  .  .  .  $6,000,000 
S.  For  the  civil  department,  and  aH 

domestic  expenses  of  a  civil  na- 

tare,inclndioginvalidpeniitnM^  the 

light-house   and     tninl    eflablish- 

meots,  the  expenses  of  surveying 

public  landi,  the  fourth  ioitalmetit 

of  ttkc  loan  due  to  Maryland,  nnd 

a  earn  of  $130,000  to  meet  such 

niseeUaiieous  appropriatioDs,  not 

included  in  the  ealimatet,  ba  may 

be  made  by  Coogren    -       -        -      1,160,000 

3.  For  expenses  incident  to  the  ialer- 
eoarM  with  foreign  nations,  iilclnd- 
ing  the  permanent  appropriation 

for  Algiers    -       -        -        -      ^-         £00,006 

4.  For  the  Militarr  and  Indjan  de- 
partments, incluaiog'  irading-^ns- 
e«^  and  the  permanent  appropria- 

tioni  for  certain  Indian  tnbei        -      1,190,000 

5.  For  the  Naval  eicablishmeot        '         900,000 


The  extraordinary  demands  for  the 
year  1807,  already  authorized  by  law, 
amount  to  two  millians  seven  hun- 
dred tbousand  dollars,  viz: 
The  balance  of  the  American  claims 
assumed  by  the  French  convention, 
which  remained  unpaid  on  the  30lh 
Setember  last,  amounting  to 

$700,000 
9th  Con.  Sd  Sbss.— 30 


11,400,000 


And  the  two  millions  of 
dollars  appropriated  by 
the  act  01  13th  Febrtia- 
ry,  1606,  making  provis- 
ion for  defrsyiog  any 
extraordinary  expenses 
altendinfflbeinlercourse 
between  UieU.StaCesaod 
foreign  nations      -        -  2,000,000 


Making,  together. 


of  four  hundred  thousand  dollars,  the  resource* 
of  the  ensuing  year  will  be  sufficient  to  meet  the 
current  demands,  and  to  discharge,  without  re- 
curring to  the  loan  authorized  by  tne  last  men- 
tioned act,  the  extraordinary  appropliation  of  two 
millions  for  fotei^  intercourse. 

It  is  here  proper  to  state,  that,  under  the  au- 
thority given  by  that  act,  a  credit  of  one  million 
of  dollars  bas'  been  openen  in  Holland,  to  the  Min- 
isters  of  the  United  States  appointed  to  treat  with 
Spain.  Should  the  credit  be  ased,  the  million 
will  be  charged  to  the  proper  appropriation ;  but, 
although  the  balance  cnarnable  to  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  year  1607,  will.  In  that  case,  be  only 
oi)e,  instead  of  two  millions,  as  stated  in  ine  above 
estimate,  the  general  result  will  be  the  same,  as 
it  will  inen  be  necessary  to  replace,  in  Holland 
[be  million  thus  employed  for  a  different  object 
than  the  payment  of  the  foreign  debt,  to  whieb  it 
now  stands  charged. 

The  balance  in  the  Treasury  amounted,  on  the 
30tb  day  of  September,  1805,  to  $4,558,664  02; 
and,  on  the  30ih  day  of  September,  1606,  to. 
$5,496,969  77.  But  it  will,  on  account  of  the 
heavy  payments  to  be  iQade  in  the  course  of  thia 
month  for  the  public  debt,  be  probably  reduced, 
on  the  Ist  January,  1807,  to  a  sum  not  much  ex- 
ceeding four  miUunis  of  dollar*. 
Pi^lie  Debt. 

The  annexed  note  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  marked  E. 
(hows  that  a  considerable  portion  of  the  annual 
appropriation  of  eight  millions  of  dollars  was  ap- 
plicable this  year  to  (he  reimbursement  or  pur- 
chases.of  the  domestic  debL  No  more  tnan 
$17517  61  were  offered  at  market  price,  and  ac- 
cordingly purchased.  The  reimbursement  of  the 
Navj  six  per  cent.,  amounting  to  $711,700,  was, 
therefore,  effected  on  the  30tb  Aav  of  September 
la«t,and  that  of  the  five  and  a  half  per  cent,  stock, 
amountiag  to  $1,847,500;  is  advertised  for  the  1st 
day  of  January  nexL  The  payment  of  the  last 
mauiiooed  sum  will  be  made  by  the  Treasury  in 
the  course  of  this  month.  Although  a  more  inan 
usual  portion  of  the  appropriation  for  the  calen- 
dar year  1806,  falls,  for  cbal.  reason,  on  the  last 
quarter,  it  appears,  by  the  statement  D.  that  the 
aentsonaccoUQtof  the  principal  of  toe  public 

.  have,  during  the  year  ending  on  the  30th  day- 
of  September,  1806,  amounted  to  near  three  mil- 
lions two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 
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State  tf  lAe  Ftnanem. 


It  appun  by  the  ume  lUlement,  that  the  psy- 
meats  on  aceount  of  the  princips!  of  the  public 
debt  hive,  from  the  Ist  of  April,  1801,  to  thfc  30(h 
Sepumber,  1806,  BmouDted  (o     -  f2i;303,903  55 

The  pavmeDts  oa  the  same  ae- 
couDi,  10  be  made  by  the  Treasury 
in  the  course  of  this  month,  are — 
Foi  the  reimbarsemeiit  of  i&e  fire 

and  a  half  per  cent,  stock  -  1:847,500  00 
For  the  annnal  reimburse  meat  of 

the  aix  per  cent,  and  defened 


Interest  and  reimbursement  of  the  six  p 
and  deferred  stocks     ...    (^,688 
Of  which  som,  the  sum  reqaired 
for  interest  is      -    3,512,337  83 
And  the  reimburse- 
ment of  principal 
will  Kmonnt  to  •    3,175,958  35 


Amoanting  aliogther 


34,044,773  74 


•6,688,396  08 


And  making  the  total  of  principal  of  the  pub- 
lio  debt  reimhuned  from  the  1st  of  April,  1801, 
U  the  1st  January,  1807,  more  than  twenty-four 
millions  of  dollars. 

Daring  th«  same  period,  there  have  also  been 
paid  to  Oreat'  Britain,  in  satisfaciioa  aud  dis- 
eharae  of  the  money  which  the  United  Stales 
might  bare  been  liable  to  ^y,  in  pursuance  of 
the  proriaiont  of  the  sixth  aiucle  of  the  Tiealy 
of  17M,  two  millions  six  hundred  and  sixljr-four 
thousand  dollars ;  and  to  the  holders  of  hills, 
dfawn  by  the  Minister  of  the  United  Slates,  at 
Paris,  OB  account  of  American  claims  assumed  bjr 
■be  convention  with  France,  a  sum  exceeding 
three  rmllions  and  fifty  thousand  dollars;  neither 
rf  which  sums  is  iueluded  in  the  preceding  -'-'~ 
ment  of  debt  redeemed^ 

As  the  only  parts  of  the  public  debt  which  the 
UiHied  States  b«Te  a  right  to  reimburse,  during 
tbe  year  1807,  consist  of  the  annual  reimburse- 
IBent  of  ihe-six  per  cent  aud  deferred  stocks,  es- 
timated at  $1,640,740,  and  of  the  four  and  a  half 
Cr  cent,  stock,  amounting  t»  $176,000.  it, will  imc 
pnoticable,  unless  purchases  can  be  'eSsetti 
witnin  the  liiBitBtions  prescribed  byUw,  toap- 
^y,  during  that  y«r,  the  wbde  of  the  annual 
appropriation  of  eight  millipDs  of  dollars.  The 
naexpended  balance,  togethEt-  with  the  approptia- 
lion  for  the  year  1808,  will  etfable  tde  United 
States  to  .reimburse^  on  the  1st  of  January;  1809, 
the  whole  of  the  eight  per  cent,  stock,  which  is 
iiredeemable  before  that  day. 

But  in  order  that  Congress  may  bare  a  clear 
riew  of  the  situation  of  the  public  debt  after  the 
year  1808,  and  be  enabled,  to  decide  ou  the  pro- 
priety of  making  farther  legislatirc  prorisfon  for 
that  object,  it  appears  necessary  to  st^te,  distinctly, 
1st.  The  operations  which  will  take  place  in  re- 
lation lo  tbe  debt,  during  tbe  rears  1807  and  1808. 
^Ijr.  The  aeTeral  species  and  aggregate  of  debt, 
which  will  have  been  extinguisned  oetween  the 
Ist  April,  1801,  and  tbe  1st  January,  1B09.  3dly. 
The  several  species  and  aggregate  of  debt  remain- 
ing unpaid  on  the  last  mentioned  day.  4thly.  A 
comparative  riew  of  the  revenue,  aod  annual  pay- 
ments on  account  of  the  debt,  af^er  that  day. 

1.  The  payments  to  be  made  du^iny  the  vears 
1807  aud  1808,  on  account  of  tbe  principal  and 
interest  of  the  public  debt,  consist  of  the  fotlow- 
iDg  item*,  viz: 


Interest  and  charges 

other  species  of  deb^ 
Principal  of  tbe  fei^hl  per  cent,  and 

four  and  a  half  per  cent  elockn 

Making  altogether    - 

That  is  to  say,  for 

interest     •        -  •7,041,796  33 
And  in  reimboraa- 

mentofpriacipat    ft?  14,358  85 

16,756,153  58 


3,5891,457  50 
6,538^400  00 


This  nim  exceeds,  by  only  t75iji00.  the  six- 
teen millions  appEOpiiated  by  Uw  for  inose  two 
years;  and  that  difference  may  be  suppliedj  ac- 
cortKng  to  law,  from  the  lurplusees  of  revenue 
already  accrued,  which  are  suncieot  fbr  that  par- 
pose,  and  which  it  will  bveli^iWe  to  apply  in  that 
manner,  in  order  that  the  United  States  may  not 
continue  to  pay  an  interest  of  eight  percenL^any 
longer  than  theyare  oompelledto  do  it  by  the 
terms  of  the  loan. 

3.  The  amouat  of  debt  redeemed  Cram  the  1st 
of  April,  1801,  to  the  Isl  January  next,  has  been 
already  suted  to  be^    -       •        -  934,044,79^  74 
And  the  principal  whiob  will  be 
reimbursed  dtiriag  tbe  year  1807 
and  1808,  anoiints,  by  the  pre- 
ceding Btatament,  to         -       -      9,714)358  25 

Making  together  moie  than  fiS,- 
750,000,  reipaburaed  between  the 
1st  of  April,  1801,  and  tbe  1st 


January,  ISCH), 


33,758,150  99 


Which  sum  oonaiats  of  tbe  following  items,  vis : 
Tbe  whole  of  the  foreign  debt  -  »10,33q408  05 
The  whole  of  the  loans  formerly 

obtained  from  the  Bank  of  the 

United  States,  and  of  the  Navy 

six,  Ore  and  a  half,  four  aod  a 

btif,  and  eight  I>er  cent,  stocks  13,537,600  00 
A&oual  reimbursements  of  the  six 

pec  cent,  and  deferred  stocks  -  10,631,575  37 
Payments  in  rarioui  species  of 

stock,  for  public  land*,  stock 

purchased,  and  nufunded  debt 

reimbursed       .        .       -        ■         31^,867  87 

33,799.150  99 

3.  The  debt  remaining  unpaid  oh  the  1st  day 
of  January,  1809,  will  consist  of  the  followiiv 
apaeiae: 
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aial€  tfthe  PiiuMuet. 


UoieAeeiDad  MncniDt  of  old  aii  per  oMil.  ind 
dafamd  Stocks,  reimburMbleonly  at  the  nii«  of 
eigbt  pet  eent.  «  year  (for  principal  and  iaieregl) 
Oft  ih*  iMimiDii  amonDt,  -  -  $37,14S).357  21 
Time  per  ceai.  gtook  -  -  -  19^019,481  66 
1706  six  prr  eemu  olock,  rtdeam- 

able  in  1619-    ~        .        -        -  60,000  00 

IiBwsiBBft  atoak,-  reimbiKMUa  in 

fiMf  BBnoil  inslalmeflu.  mjhs 
-y«at»l»ia,1810,18S0,ai)A18ai,    11,850,000  00 


JkmmiBtiag  altogitliv  tasMr  fif- 
^-MTcn  miUiooa  rmI  fire  hnti' 
diad  tlMiuud  doUan       -        - .  57,491^38 .77 


Vha  Louiaiaaa  stock  cadBot  be  r«imbursed  ie- 
fontba  period  fixed  bf . (he  ooAtraat.  Thegradual 
o^entiMt  of  tbe  anioal  reinitMnaiDbnt  wi" 
tutgaiali  tbe  oU  six  par  ecat.  in  ibeycM' 
and  the  deferred  stock  i»  1824;  afC«  wbicb  year 
the  only  rem  a  taiog.  encumbrance  will  be  tbe  io- 
tereii  oa  the  tbree  pe^  cent,  stock,  which,  in  iis 
present  shape,  may.  be  considered  as  irredeemable, 
furchaaes  cannot  be  relied  upon,  as  the  applica- 
tion of  eren  an  incoosiderable  Eum  would  raise 
the  stocks  above  the  prices  limiied  by  law.  It 
follows,  that  all  the  species  of  debt  on  wbtch  the 
entire. annual  appropriatron  of  S9|000,000  could 
operate,  will  hsTe  been  reimbursed  prior  to  tb« 
jear  I809'i  that  tbe  remainiog  debt  cannot,  with- 
oat  some  modifications,  assented  to  by  the  pablic 
creditors,  be  more  rapidly  or  completely  dis- 
charged than  is  here  stated  ;  and  that  the  annual 
payments  on  that  account  will, after  tbe  /ear  1808, 
and  prior  to  the  year  1813,  be  reduced  to  the  in- 
terest and  acDual  reimbursement,  amonotinit  to 
near  (4,600,000,  at  wiFl  more  fully  appear  by  the 
annei«d  tabh^  marked.  G. 

4.  The  rereoue  detired  from  -enstonc  during 
.  tbe  year  1802,  which  wa«  a  year  of  Eurapeao 
peace,  was  mttch  less  in  propftitioB  than  that  of 
maj  of  the  immediately  preoedior  -or  following 
yean,  and  yet  exceeded'  im  milnoBt  6i  dollars. 
At  it  has  been  aacertaineJttiat  the  pffpuhtron  of 
the  United  States  iooteaeea  at'tha  rtM  o$  ibirty- 
fire  per  cent,  in  tea  years,  the  reventie  dsriTed 
from  customs  for  the  year  UlS,  iMf  be  estltnaMd 
at  thirteen  millions  ffre  ha'ndtsd  thousand  dol- 
lan:  to  which,  adding  c«ily  fire  haadradthounad 
dollars,  for  tbr  timtnl  proceeds  of  tbe  sales  of 
public  lands,  will  give  fonrle^  mUUota  of  detlan 
for  the  total  rerenue  of  that  year,  er  to  the  afer- 
agenrreBiieirf'thevearsl809aadl819.  Aad  this 
iDDst  be  considered  at  a  very  mAdaratb'ooWpnt^ 
tioD,  since  it  does  not  indloda  the  revebve  de- 
liyed  from  New  Orleans;  ispretficatadoothpaup- 
poaition  that  the  wealth  of  (he  Uaittd  Slatet  io- 
creaies  ia  no  greater  ratio  than  tbeir  pepnlatioa  ; 
and  does  not  exceed  the  tarn,  which,  exclnsiTely 
of  the  Mediterranean  fond,  was  reeeived'laalyear 
into  the  Treasury. 

The  annual  payments  oa  account  of  the  jtahlie 
debt  will,  daring  the  same  period,  amooat,  n  has 
already  been  staled,  to  tifiOOfJOO.  All  the  other 
expenses  of  (he  United  States,  whether  domtetic, 
or  foreign,  of  a  cItU  naiore,  or  for  the  suppan-of 


the  exietiag  Military  and  Naral  Establish  meats, 
do  net,  at  present,  exceed  ^3,500,000.  The  total 
aoDual  eipeoditure,  allowing  four  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  a  year  for  coutiogencies,  may,  there- 
fore, be  eaiimated,  after  the  year  1808,  at  eight 
millions  and  a  half;  which,  deducted  from  a  re- 
venue of  fourteen  milliooa,  will  leave  a  net  an- 
nuel surplus  of  five  millions  and  a  half  of  dollars. 
The  question  ik>w  recurs,  whether  a  portion  of 
that  snrplus  would  not  be  most  advantageously 
employed  io  hksteaing  the  reduction  of  the  debt? 
Wheitier  some  mode  may  not  be  devised  to  pro- 
vide, within  a  short  perioa,  for  its  final  sod  com- 
plete reimburrement,  and,  thereby,  release  the 
public  revenue  from  every  encumbrance?    This 


of  the  old  six  per  cent,  deferred,  and  three 
percent,  stocks,  on  terms muiuallv beneficial^ into 
a  common  six  per  eent.  stock,  reaeemable  within 
B  limited  lime,  has  appeared  the  most  aimole  and 
eligible,  if  not  the  only  practicable  plsD,  laat  can 
be  adopted.  For  its  details,  a  reference  fs  respect' 
fully  made  to  a  Letter  written  in  January  last,  to 
the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  a  copy  of  which,  marked  F,  is  anueied. 
It  will  only  oe  necessaiy  to  state,  that,  if  such  a 
plan  should  be  sanctioned  by  Congress,  aod  ac- 
cepted by  the  creditors,  those  several  species  of 
debt,  amounting,  on  the  1st  of  January,  1809,  to 
something  more  than  forty-six  millions  of  dollars, 
would  be  converted  laio  a  six  per  cent,  stock, 
amonntiog  to  less  than  forty  millions  of  dollars, 
which  the  continued  annual  appropriation  ofei^ht 
millions  of  dollars  would  (besides  paying  the  in- 
terest on  the  liouisiana  debt)  reimburse,  within  a 
period  of  seven  years,  or  before  the  end  of  the  year 
1815,  as  will  appear- by  the  table  marked  H. 

The  total  annual  expenditure  for  those  serei) 
fears,  would  iheo,  allowioaf  still  $3,500,000  for 
current  expenses,  and  t400|OW  for  oontiiwdniiles, 
amount  to  something  less  than  twelve  millioiM  of 
dollars ;  which,  deducted  from  m  revenue  of  fon- 
leen  millions  «f  dollars,  wOnId  still  leavfe,  after 
the  year  1808,  a  clear  surplus  of  more  than  two 
millions  of  dollars,  applicable  to  rach  new  ol^eel* 
of  general  improvement  or  national  defence,  as 
'theTjeglalatnremiKbt  direct,  aod  existing e ire um- 
-stances  require,  And,  after  tbe  year  1815,  no 
other  eocutubrance  would  remain  in  the  revenue 
than  theinteresiaodreimb«rsc4Deot  of  tbeLonia* 
tana  stock,  the  last  payment  of  whioh,  in  the  yeav 
1821,  would  complete  the  final  extin^isbment  of 
the  public  debt.  All  which  is  tuhmitted. 
ALBERT  GALLATIW, 
Secretary  <^tKe  Treamry. 
-,  Zfec.  6, 1806. 


E. 
Alam____„  __     _    . 

ing  Fund,  on  the  8Sth  day  of  April,  ISOS— 
Preseni : 

Jambs  MAtMSon,  Secretary  et  Slate. 
Albbbt  QaLaTiN,  Secretary  of  the  Treastuy . 
JoBM  BisOEHfaioai,  Attomef  Ga&aiaL 
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The  BecKUry  of  the  TreMory  Isid  before  the 
Bo«rd  a  report,  dMwJ  the  26ih  April,  1806,  which 
WMTrtd,  and  Ubb  follow*:  ^    .      . 

"  That  the  canent  payment!  to  be  made  by  me 
CommiMiooera  of  the  Sinkioa  Fond,  donug  the 
year  1906,  are  estimaied  a*  follows,  »iz : 
Reimburseweiit   and    iBtere«t   on   'he  dome ^ 
debt        -        -        -        -        "        :  »*)585,000 
ItulatmeDti  aad  interwt  on  the  Datcn 
debt,  payable  from  1st  Jannary,  id 
'     lit  June,  1807,Bnd  which  must,  there- 
fore, be  remitted  io  1806 
One  year's  intereat  on  the  Louisiana 
stock       ------ 


1,004,038 


Amounting,  altogelbei,  to  -  t^^,4ffJ 
And  leaving,  in  order  to  complete  the 
annual  appropriation  of  eight  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  a  sum  exceeding  one 
million  seven  hundred  and  thirty 
thouMod  dollars,  ezcluiirely  of  the 
interest  which  toaj  be  redeemed  by 


the pavment  of  said  s 


II  direct 


id  sum,  ti 
' as  the  Bi 


to  be 


tween  FVance  and  the  Uoited  Btatet,  of  the  aOth 
of  April,  1903,  ■«  will  be  ntc«aary  to  complete 
the  payment  of  the  said  eight  millions  of  dollan. 

2.  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  Btrtea  be 
the  agent,  tinder  the  snperintendenee  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treaiury.  for  mtking  the  said  pur- 
ehaaea;  that  the  said  purchases  be  madeby.ie- 
ceiving  sealed  propoMls  for  aDy  anma  which  taar 
be  offered;  and  that  the  said  agent  foihwith 
adTCf tiae  to  receive  tnch  proponU,  until  the  13tfl 
d«y  of  JtiMTiMl,  inciuiirely. 

3.  That  notice  of  the  retmbntMaient  of  aaw 
stocks  ■■  may  be  ream  boned,  begi*en  by  the  Sec- 
reury  of  the  Treasury,  prior  to  the  ftnt  day  of 
October,  or  the  first  day  of  June  next.      _ 

JAMES  UADISON,  See-t^Stale. 
A.  GALLATIN,  Stcof  Tnamn. 
J. BRBGKENRIDG^, ^.'Gm.  U.a. 
Attest:  BnwARD  JoHU,  iT 


That  the  said  sum  may  be  applied  either  to  t 
imbursemeots  or  purchases  of  the  public  debt. 

That  the  only  portions  of  the  debt  which  may 
b«  reimbursed,  *.n : 
The  Navy  uz  per  cent  stock,  amount- 

The  fire  and  a  half  per  cent  stock, 
amoUBlingto 

And  the  four  aodabalf  per  cenL  stock, 
■mounting  to  -        -        - 

And  that  it  is  now  snbmiued,  whether,  pre- 
vious to  adTertising  the  reimbartemeat  of  the 
fire  and  a  half  per  cent,  stock,  it  might  not  be 
adrisaUe  to  ascertain  whether  a  more  advaata- 
geons  application  may  be  efiected  by  purchases 
in  the  manner  aulhorized  by  Uw." 
Whereupon,  it  was  Btiohed, 

1.  That  the  sum  which,  -af^er  making  the  cor- 
imt  payments  mentioned  in  the  preceding  report, 
aball  remain  to  complete  the  annual  appropria- 
tion <^  eight  miliioDs  of  dollars,  be  applied  in  the 
following  manner,  viz:  first,  to  the  purchase  oC 
the  eight  per  cent.,  old  six  per  cent.,  sod  deferred 
stocks,  at  a  price  not  exceoliBg  the  nOea  fixed  by 
law  ;  giving  the  preference,  in  the  first  place,  to 
the  eight  per  cent.,  and,  in  the  next  place,  to  the 
deferred  stock,  provided  that  the  Presidentof  the 
Ooited  States  shall  assent  to  such  application ; 
and  secondly,  in  case  that  b  sufficient  quaniily  of 
atocx  cannot  be  porcbased,  to  the  reimbursement 
of  the  Nary  six  per  cent,  stock,  and,  at  the  option 
ot  the  Becreiary  of  the  Treasury,  either  to  the 
leimbureement  of  the  five  and  a  half  per  oeni. 
stock,  or  of  so  much  of  the  bills  drswn  on  the 
Tnasniy,  by  the  Minister  of  the  United  States 
at  Puii^  iD.couformity  vittt  the  coDTention.  be- 


Tbeabdbt  Dspabtkekt, 

Jottuary  SO,  1606. 

Sin :  I  bad  the  honor,  in  my  letter  of  the  SStb 
altimo,  to  suggest  that  a  Qonrersion  of  the  old  six 
per  cent,  deferred,  and  three  per  cent  slocks,  into 
a  new  six  per  cent,  stock,  would  promote  the  in- 
tention of  th^  Legislature  to  extmputsh,  wilfala 
a  fixed  period,  the  whole  debt  of  the  United  Stales. 
For  a  beitei;  understanding  of  the  subject,a  recap- 
icuiatbn  of  the  several  species  of  stock,  which,  on 
the  first  day  of  this  year,  con  si  flu  ted  the  public 
debt,  is  necessary.  The  firsi  class  embraces  the 
several  species  of  debt,  rdnibursable  on  or  before 
the  1st  day  of  January,  1809,  viz: 

1.  Dutch  Dtbt. 
The  amount  of  principal  Temaining 

uopaid  OB  tha  31st  of  December, 

1805        -        -ewUers,  5,500,000 
Of  which  there  had  been 

remitted,    previous    to 

that  day,  in  addition  to 

the  interest  of  the  yav 

laoe,  a  sum  more  than 

■nfficiant  to  ducbaige 

■11  the  inslalmsnts  pay- 
able in  tht  same  year,   • 

and  anoaaUng  to       -,  3,000,000 


Learing  for  the  balance 
of  pnnc^al  uoprorided 
for       -       -       -       - 

Nine  hundred  and  tarenty 
thoosand  dollars  of  that 
sum  fall  due  in  the  year 
1807,  aod  the  reaidne  is 
payable  in  two  equal  in- 
Malments,  of  «S40,000 
eaeb,  on  the  L«t  days  of 
Febr'y,  1B08  and  1909.  . 
The  whole  amottat, 
therefore,  will  hare  been 
lid  by  the  Treasury, 
-       '•^-  -- ■   al  th« 


3,50o,eoo°-iMoo,ooo 


paid  by 
before  t 
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8.  Eight  per  cent.  Hoek 

irrtdeemahU  tOi  after 

the  year  1806. 
The  original  Bmount  of 

tliftt  Block  wu     -        ■■  t6,480,4a0 
Of  which  had  twrn  p«id, 

in  payment  for  public 

lands,  prior  to  the  lai  of 

January,  1806      -        -         50,900 
LeaTing  thsamoantanie' 

deemed        -        -  '  ' 

Panial    parehasea    mar.  • 

perhaps,     be     effeetea 

within  the  timitationa 

preicriW  by  Cot)greai, 

during  this  and  the  two 

eiHQlng  yean;  and,  at 
-    all   events,   the    whole 

will  be  reimburMd  bn 

the'  lai  day  of  January, 

1809. 
3.  DehU  Ttmhmt(Me  at 

thefiUamtre^Oc  Uni- 
ted 8tate»,  viz  : 
NavT-su  per  cent,  stock-    9711,700 
Fire  and  a  half    do.        •    1,847,500 
Four  and  a  half    do.        -       176,000 


Which  will  also  ba  rtim-    ' 

bnrmd  before  tjie  year 
*    1809,  unless  the  price  itf 

slocks  should  render  it 

more  adranta^eoas    to 

purchase    some    other 

species  of  debt. 
The  second  class  consists 

of  debts  payablaat  more 

distant  jieriodst  which 

il  does  Dot  apiiear  prae- 

tteabletoaDtieipate,riz; 
1.  1796  sixpercenl.  stock, 

redeemable  ia  1819      -         80,000 
S.    Loaisiana   stock,    re- 

deemabletn  fouranuoal 

iasialtnents,  the  fint  of 

wbich   is    payable   in  ' 

1818    -        -        -        -  !!,2»,000 


8,735,200 
"lO,iS64,700 


The  old  six  per  cent,  de- 
ferred, and  three  per 
cent,  stocks  constitute 
the  last  class,  and 
smoHDt  to  the  following 
sums: 

The   nominal  amoiut  of 

six  pet  cent.,        -      '  -  -28,180,000 

Of  deferred  six  per  cent,  is  13,660/)00 


Of  which  has  been  re- 
deemed, by  the  annual 
reimbursement  of  eight 
per  cent,  on  account  of 
principal  and  interest, 
-omittiog  fractions,  riz : 


41,840,000 


On  the  six  per  eent.  stock, 

at  the  rale  of  30.16  per 

$100    -        -        -        -    8,600,000 
On  the  deferred  stock,  at 

the  rate  of  11.30    per 

$100    -        -        -        -    1,540,000 


10,040,000 

Leaving  the  unredeemed 
amount  on  lit  January, 
1806,  in  round  num- 
bers     -        -        -        -  31,800,000 

The  nominal  amount  of 

'  three  per  cent.,  in  round 
numbenalso        •        -  19,050,000 


Although  the  old  six  per  cent,  and  defnred 
stock,  ibcy  are  both,  in  fact,  ho  annuity  of  eig>ht 
per  cent;  ofi  the  original  amount,  which,  exiu- 

Sishiug  the  principal  by^  degrees,  will  cease  for 
!  old  six  per  cent,  in  the  year  1818^  and  for  the 
deferred  in  1834.  A  certificate  of  six  per  cent, 
stock,  of  one  hundred  dollars  nominal,  was  con- 
sidered, on  the  Ist  of  January,  1806,  as  equal  to 
sixty-tune  dollars  and  ninety-fouf  cents,  real  sis: 
per  cent,  stock,  because  thirty  dollars  and  sixteen 
cents  of-the  principal  had  been  discharged  by  the 
annual  reimbursement  of  ei^t  per  cent,  it 


of  which  it  waa,  properly 
eight  dollars  for  twelra  yi 


speaking,  an  a 


litfOf 


nominal,  was  considered  as  equal  to  elghty-etghl 
dollars  and  serent^  cents,  real  six  per  cent,  stwk, 
instead  of  which,  it  vas,  strictly  speaking,  an  an- 
naitf  of  eight  dollars  for  eighteen  yean  and  Bom«- 
thing  less  than  biue  months. 

The  proposition  now  submitted  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  is,  that  in  «xchanga 
for  the  present  eix  per  cent,  and  deferred,  a  com- 
mon six  per  cent  stock  shall  be  offered  to  the  pub- 
lie  creditors,  equal  in  amount  to  the  unredeemed 
amount  of  the  present  stocks,  and  redeemable  at 
the  pleasure  of  the  United  States:  Provided,  how- 
ever, that  no  partial  payment  shall  be  made  on 
any  new  certificate  or  credit^  but  that  Qovem- 
inent  shall  be  obliged  to  reimburse  at  a  single 
payment,  the  whole  amount. of  eacit  such  new 
certificate  or  credit,  and  to  give  previous  reaaon- 
able  notice  of  such  mien dea  reimbursement.  Al- 
though peculiar  eitcumslancei  mav  prevent  n 
general  acceptance  of  that  proposal,  tne  exchange 
would  certainly  be  advantageous  to  the  credilora. 
Because,  1st,  it  ii  difSeull  to  calculate,  and  incon- 
venient to  reinrest,  four  times  in  each  year,  the 
portion   of  principal   reimbursed,   which  makes 

Eirt  of  the  quarterly  dividend;  and  every  stock- 
older  who  does  not  fully  thus  reinvest,  insea- 
sibl^  consuiAes  hia  capital.  Sdly,  an  annuity  lor  a 
limited  term  of  years  is  uniformly  sold  at  market 
for  a  price  less  man  its  intrinsic  or  afilhmetical 
worth,  as  mtfy  be'  exem^iSed  by  the  market 
value  of  every  lease,  and  of  erery  estate,  leas  than 
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he  ibsolnte  fee.  For  that  rcoKHi,  the  Nary  aix 
t  er  cent.,  which  is  redeemttble  at  the  pleasure  of 

he  United  States,  has  always  been  worth,  at 
market,  somethios  moie  than  ^be  old  six  per  ceai. 
and  defeired  stocks;  and  tbeiie,  itL  Eagland,  do 
not  even  cammaDd  a  higher  price  than  the  Ameri- 
can five  and  a  balf  per  cent,  stock,  which  is,  also, 
redeemable  at  Wiil.  3dly,  the  lime  and  manner  in 
which  the  new  stock  wonld  be  refmburEed,  would, 
■a  fai  as  it  is  practicable,  prevent  auf  Rreat  fluc- 
tnation  in  ita  price,  and  Gx  its  market  vaiue-alpar. 
The  exchange  would  also  be  adTBOiagaoas  to 
the  pahlic.  Ist,  Because  Gtofernment  wul,  there- 
bVi  be  enabled  to  teimbarse  the  whole  in  less  than 
mne  years  instead  of  eighteen.  And,  Sdly,  be- 
eaiMe,  sapponng  that  circumstances  should  tender 
a  resort  to  loans  necessary,  the  terms  un  which 
these  may  be  obtained,  will,  in  a  considerable  de- 

re,  depend  on  the  price  of  the  existing  stocks, 
is,  therefore,  desirable,  that  that  ipecies,  tbe 
species  of  wbiab  has  a  tendency  to  regulate  that 
of  all  others,  should  be  aa  Tajuable  as  its  rale  of 
intereat  will  admit;  ao^  it  bas  already  heeo  stat- 
ed, that  the  present  six  per  cent,  and  deferred 
Mocks,  being  an  annuity  lot  a  number  of  years, 
are  generally  worth  leas  than  their  tatrinsic  ralue. 
It  ia  heli«rad  that  that  eSeot  was  sensibly  felt  in 
the  Oferations  coOBecied  with  the  puiQhase  of 
LcniiaiaiHu 

Tbeadvantage  of  the  proposed  conversion  bein^ 
.reciprocal,  no  sacrifice  should  bemaJebytheUoi- 
ted  Stales,  in  order  to  insure  the  assent  of  tbe 
pnhiie  creditors ;  thoae  who  m&y  refuse  it,,  vtill 
conlisue  to  receive  the'eight  per. cent,  onnuixiea, 
«ttd  these  will,  Ms  has  been  stated,  cease  ia  the 
rem  1813  and  1818.  It  appears,  however,  proper 
that  such  remaiaiug  annuities  abciuld  be  designa- 
ted- by  their  proper  name,  instead  of  carrying  on 
tbe  foce'of.lfie  certificates  of  stock,  the  deceptive 
appearance  of  a  six  per  cent,  stock-  The  annexed 
printed  table,  exhihitiag  the  amount  of  principal 
redeemed  on  tbe  first  day  of  each  quarter,  shows 
tbe  difficulty  to  a  person  not  welt  versed  in  those 
timnMCtions,of  caicDlaliDgthe  true  nominal  value 
ot  ntiredeeined  amount  of  a  stock  which  is  perpet- 
inlly  diminishiog,  whilst  its  appareut  nominal 
unount  stilt  remains  the  same.  It  may  easily  be 
VDdentoodibowit  may,  is  aonle  ins laoces, happen, 
that  the  stockholder  consutaes  his  principal, 
whilst  he  supposes  that  be  is  only  living  on  tbe  in- 
teresl ;  and  how  it  doei  soaKiitnes  happen,  that 
ignorant  purchasers,  thinking  that  the  whole  ap- 
parent nomlD.al  aoiouiil,  as  expressed  on  the  face 
of  tbe  certificate,  is  stilt  due  by  th^  United  Sutes, 
•re  induced  to  pay  for  slofk  more  than  its  real 
value. 

Itis,  therefore,  propceed;  that  it  should  be  enacted 
by  law,  that,  in  every  case  where  it  shall  be  ne- 
cessary to  issue  new  certificates,  eitber  in  lieu  of 
fDoh  SB  Hiav  be  lost  or  d&'^iroyed,  or  by  reason  of 
a  transfer  of  the  property  itself,  or  from  the  books 
of  one  office  to  those  of  another,  the  new  certificate 
•hotild,onthebcethe[eof,express  the  true  amount 
<tf  the  annuity  due,  and  of  the  tim?  when  it  shall 
finae,  inatead  of  stating,  oc  at  present,  the  aoroioai 
.TTinl  of  the  stock  Which  was  originally  due. 


A  conversion  of  the  three  per  cent,  into  tbe  six 
per  cent,  stock  cannot  be  so  easily  efleolod  ;  nor, 
indeed,  without  some  apparent  sacrifice  on  tlie 
part  of  the  United  Slates.      , 

A  three  per  cent,  will  always  be  worth  more  si 
market  than  a  six  per  c^nt.  stock,  which  pmdaev 
an  equal  interest — 

1.  Becausetbereiaapoasibilitr  that  ita  aonnisl 
amount  may  ultimately  be  reimbaraed. 

S.  Becanse,  supposing  it  to  be  a  pnpetaftl  as- 
naily,  the  prisMpal  of  which  shall  never  be  retio- 
huTsed,  its  market  price  is  regulated,  net  ottly  by 
tbe  legal  or  market  rate  of  intereat  in  AtiMriea, 
but  by  tbe  price  of  similar  &r«igD  stocks,  and  by 
tbe  demand  for  American  stocks  ip  fraeign  eeun- 
tries.  More  thaa  eleven  miUioae  of  doltantrf'ihe 
American  three  per  ceitt.  stock  a^e  held  by  per- 
sons residing  in  Enslaal,  Holland,  and  oths  for- 
eign countries.  That  stock  i»  never  worth  less 
than  sixty  per  cent,  of  ita  nomiool  amoani,  whea 
the  old  SIX  per  cent,  stock  is  at  par.  Iieaaoot, 
therefore,  be  expected,  t^I  the  hoUera  will  aasaat 
to  any  modification  which  will  not  secure  to  them 
advantages  at  least  equal  to  those  tb«y  now  pos- 
sess ;  and  the  qaestion  to  be  decided  by  Iha  com- 
mittee and  br  Congress,  is,  whetherthat  debt  aball, 
beaeeforth,  be  ooasidered  aa  a  perpetaal  ooeua- 
braoce  on  the  aUioa,  or  whether  such  a  eompea- 
saiidn  shall  be  ofiered  to  the  creditors,  as  may- 
induce  tbem  to  accept  a  eonveraion  which  will 
secure  the  object  heretofore  con lem plated— the 
total  extinguishment  of  the  American  .debt.  It 
may  not  he  improper  to  add,  that,  even  to  those 
who  may  think  the  accomplishment  of  ihatobject 
either  unimportant  or  iapracticable,  the  taJung 
into  consideration  such  a  slate  of  things  as  may 
render  new  loans  necessary,  the  existence  of  a 
three  per  cent,  slock  is  ineligible.  To  a  natioa 
already  encumbered  with  an  immeose  debt,  and 
subject,  on  account  of  her  relative  filiation,  to 
peace  and  war  establish  men  ta  of  great  magniude 
and  corresponding  expense,  theanauol  aum  arhioh 
it  may  be  necessary  to  pay,  in  order  to  obtain  ex- 
traordinary resources,  heaomes  the  primarT  co»- 
sideration ;  and  that  species  of  stock  which,  ia 
proportion  to  its  rate  at  ialereii,  is  the  most  ralit- 
able  at  market,  will  naturally  be  created.     Tbe 

golilical  and  getyraphical  ailuattgn  of  the  United 
latea  penoile  at  least  a  hope,  ihal,  under  everr 
contingency,  thereimbarsement  of  the  debuwhieh 
may  necessarily  be  incurred,  will  at  a  siibaeqaeiit 
period  be  attainable,  and  that  the  principal  will 
not  be  increased  for  the  sake  of  diminishing  the 
intermediate  payments  of  iniefeat.  As  Ike  ulti> 
mate  value  which  a  three  per  cent,  stock  mmy 
reach  at  market,  baa  natural  limlls,  and  the  pro- 
bability of  it*  leachiog  thai  value  rests  oi^  wcer^- 
lain  coniin^noips,it  IS  presumable  that  iheasscat 
of  the  creduors  may  be  obtained  on  reasonable 
terms,  and  no  greater  sacrifice  should  certainly  be 
made  than  tbe  advantages  expected  frora  the  sp- 
eratioD  will  justify.  In  appieciating  the  xalae  of 
the  new  six  per  cen(.  siocl^  which  the  creditors 
wonld  receive,  not  only  its  nominal  amount,  bat 
also  the  additional  annuity  which  will  be  p»pablc 
till  tbe  stock  shall  be  reiiabiirwd,  nuui  be  taken 
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into  eoMMeration.  It  will,  on  that  Mconut,  be 
eligible  10  provide  iliKt  it  ihRll  not  be  redeemable 
tiiraAer  mU  tbe  eight,  GTe-aDd-a-balf,  four-and-a- 
half,  and  oary  Ai  per  eeni. 'stocliSj  as  well  as  ail 
the  atotik  which  aaay  be  created  lu  excbaDze  of 
the  M  six  percent  and  deferred  stocks,  shall  nave 
■been  reimbnrMd — a  period  vhicfa,  inpposing  no 
adverse  circamstanccB  to  iiiterTaie,inay  be  esti- 
nuted  at  aboat  eight  y ran.  Thus,  supposiog  tbe 
three  percent.  10  ba  eoDrerted  into  a  six  per  eeat. 
flodt,  al  the  latc  of  uxly  per  oeoL  of  it*  nomJMl 
annoDiit,  the  areditOH  would,  at  t^e  eod  of  ei^bt 
yaars,  receiTe  sixty  dollars,  and,  in  the  meanwhile. 
anaDDuitvaftbreedollaTeanflaixtf  canti,iiutMd 
^  three  dollars,  which  he  now  receives;  both 
which  proviaioDs  may  be  ceaaidered  as  nearlr 
equ&l  to  a  redemptioD  at  the  rate  of  lixty-five  dol- 
lara.  It  may  be  added,  that  this  oew  stock  would 
be  worth  more  at  market  ihanthe  six  per  cent, 
created  in  exekaoge  of  the  old  six  per  cent,  and 
deferred,  and  probatd]r  more  than  par.  The  Lou- 
iaiana  slock,  which  is  irredeemable  for  twelve 
years, is  now  worth, io  England,  one  hundredand 


natmv  of  that  stock,  tba  Comminioners  of  the 
Sioking  Fund  will,  after  the  year  1909,  have  no 
other  meant  of  applying  near  one-half  of  the  ai- 
oaat  epprspriation,  ibao  by  making  porebasea. 
AnDiialpatciiase  to  ibeamount  of  near  94,000,000, 
wotild  aeoesMrily  raise  the  old  six  per  cent,  and  de- 
feired^oeksabovepaT.and  tbe  three  per  EmUatodk 
to  the  highest  price  of  which  itisaoseeptible.  A>a 
neceaaary  eooseqaeiice,  the  commiMJoners  would 
cease  to  porcbase;  and  wiiboot  any  real  ad*a*- 
laga  being  obtained  by  tbe  creditors,  tbe  Unitad 
States  would  coniiDUe  to  be  encnmbered,  foc'a 
■amber  of  yean,  whb  the  eight  per  cenL,  and  kt 


Whatever  naaonaUe-niM  mar  be  paid  for  the 
proposed  coojiersioar  ihe  Uohed  Steles  will  pro- 
Tide,  at  a  fixed  price,  for  the  rcdemptibn  of  tbe 
debt^  and  tbe  ereditar,  beiides  reoeinng  an  inter- 
mediate  additiMial  interest, ^11  ncbaage  the  nn- 
ceTtaiD  contiitgeney  of  a  Bnppoatd  increase  of 
Taluefor  ihecertaiDiy  of  a  reimbursemenr,  great- 
•r  than  the  highest  price  which  tbe  three  per 
cent,  stock  has  ever  yet  reached.  It  has  already 
been  slated,  that  more  than  eleven  millions  of 
dollnra  of  tbe  three  per  eeoL  stMk,  are  beld  by 
persona  residiag  in  foretgt)  countries.  AbcHl 
Moneen  millions  of  the  anredaemed  amountof 
tbe  six  pei;  oeat.  and  deferrftl  stocks,  are  in  the 
■ante-situation.  As  it  will  be  more  difionlt  to 
obiaia  the  aoaent  of  that  class  of  tiocktaolders,- 
pavticularlv  as  relatcfi  to  the  three  fei  cent,  stock, 
U  might  also  be  agreed  that  the  interest  due  to 
them  un  the  new  stock;  should,  like  Ibat  on  tbe 
Louisiana  stock,  be  paid  in  Earope^-a  proTision 
which,withoai  cosiingmnch  to ihe  United  States, 
will  be  a  strong  ittdoeemcDt  in  hvor  of  the  pro- 
posed modifications.  Nor  would  Tt  be  rmpractl- 
cable  to  provide  far  en  excbMife  of  cantfioaies  in 
Qorope,  which  would  remove  the  objeinion  aris- 
iag  from  the  delkys  and  dangna  incident  lo  a 
double  IransmissioD  of  papers  acrdas  the  Atlantic. 
Some  subordinate  details  my  be  introdaced  in 
the  law;  but  these  outlines  will  be  saffioieai  to 
convey  an  idea  <rf'  the  plan  which  appears  to  be 
the  moel  snnple  end  eneapest  mode  of  effecting 
the  object  contemptaied.  Still,  it  is  less  theptan 
thus  respectfully  lubnaiiteil,  than  the  sabject  itself, 
which  1  have  been  desirous  of  bringing  under  the 
consideratioD  of  the  coraminee.  Altbough  an 
ample  appropnatibn  has  been  made  for  ihe  ex- 
tiogaisbment  of  tbe  wb«le  of  tbe  public  debt,  the 
nature  of  ihe  grenier  part  of  the  stock  will,  nnlesi 
-seiBe  nodification  shall  be  obtained,  prevent  or 
conuderably  retard  the  accomplishment  of  that 
object.    If  DO  alteration  shall  take  place  in    ' 


ears,  perhaps  the  most  favorable  for  the  extin- 
gaishmeni  of  the  debt,  would  elapse,  and  periods 
might  follow  when  the  pressure  of  tbe  annital 
payments  would  be  sensibly  felt.  To  iuaprote 
the  present  time,  appears  the  most  prowdent 
courae ;  will,  it  is  believed,  conform  with  the  ^itb- 
lic  opinion;  and  is  most  consistent  with  theA*-- 
mer  acts  of  the  Legislature. 

1  have  the  honor  tQ  be,  very  respectfully,  air,' 
your  obedient  servant. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

Hon  J.  Ramdolpb,  Otaiman. 


SALT  TAX  AKD   MEDrTERRANTEAK  ITJHB. 

ECommnuicatsd  to  the  Hoase,  JaBQaiy  T,  1S07.] 
CaMMiTTBB  RocMi,  Am.  12, 1809. 

Sir  r  Tha  ComnitMe  of  Ways  and  Maaw,  fo 
'bom  has  been  referred  that  part  of  the  Me«Me 
of  the  Preddeat  of  the  United  States,  of  the  3d 
instant,  which  suggests  the  expediency  of  aboiMl- 
ing'lbe  daiiea  en  salt,  and  of  continuing,  foi  a 
limited  time,  those  duties,  the  proeoedi  oTwkich 
:onstitute  the  MeJiterraoeaa  fund,  have  instrnct- 
>d  me  to  reqaest  that  you  will  furnish  them  with 
such  informatioD,  in  possession  of  the  Treaaory 
Departmetit,  as  you  may  deem  connected  with 
the  subject. 

I  am,  sir,  with  very  high  resneet,  yours, 

TOHNRANDOLWI. 

The  Secretart  of  the  Tnattay. 

TnaABORY  Dhpabthbut, 

December  18, 1306. . 

3)n :  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  leti«r  af 
the  12th  instant,  requesting  such  information  as  I 
mi|;ht  deem  connected  with  the  proposition  for 
abolishing  ihc  duty  on  rail,  and  tot  continuing, 
for  a  limited  time,  the  duties  which  constitute  the 
Mediterranean  fund. 

An  examlnatlun  of  the  report  made  on  the  6th 
iasiani,  in  obedience  to  'tbe  prorisiona  of  the  act, 
supplementary  to  Ihe  act  lo  esiaUisfa  the  Treasv- 
ry  Defmrtorent,  will  show,  that,  if  no  other  ex* 
penses  whatcrer  shall  be  incurred,  but  such  as  are 
already  actually  authorized  by  taw,  neither  the 
■alt  lax,  Dor  the  Mediiemaeao  fund,  are  any 
longer  wanted.  The  propriety  of  contmuibg  Ae 
'last-meBlitnicd  fbod  for  a  limited  time,  must  be 
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decided  by  caaiideratioas  connected  with  the  ptv 
litical  situation  of  the  United  8ut«i :  for  it  is  only 
Id  proTide  for  the  speedjr  payment  of  any  contem- 
plated Bcquisitton  of  territory,  without  creating  m 
new  debt,  or  in  case  of  war,  that  ifae  fund  can  be 
wanted.  Under  existing  circumttances,  I  should 
Utink  it  consistent  with  prudence  to  coQtiane  it 
for  one  year  longer. 

As  to  the  duiv  on  sail,  (he  only  additional 
fcvnaation  which  appears  connected  with  the  snb- 
ject,  is  what  relates  to  the  altowanee  heretofore 
aiade  to  vessels  employed  in  the  cod  fishery :  for 
this,  perhaps,  exceeds  the  duties  paid  on  the 
Bortation  of  the  salt  employed  in  caring  the 
The  allowance  has  amounted — 
For  the  year  1803,  »     -        -         -         -  5117,174 
For  the  year  1804,  to    •        -        -        -    145,987 
For  the  year  1806,  to     -        •        -        -    152,938 
Qntntals. 
The  quantity  of  dried  American  fish  ex- 
ported during  the  ytar  ending  on  the 
SOlh  September,  1803.  to    -        -        -   461,870 
For  the  year  ending  on  30th  September, 

1804,  to      -        -        -        -        .        -   56- 
And  for  the  ye&r  ending  30tk  September, 

1805,  to 514,549 

Bui  the  quantity  of  fish  of  that  description,  ton- 

■tuned  within  the  United  States,  is  not  known. 

The  bounty  paid  on  the  exportation  of  pickled 
fish,  pork,  and  beef,  is  said  to  ne  no  more  than  the 
dnty  on  tne  salt  used  in  curing  the  same. 

Should  there  be  any  points  on  whioh  further 
elueidationa  are  wanted,  aed  the  committee  wfll 
be  pleased  to  designate  what  they  are,  their  dttec- 
liona  will  be  immediatelr  attended-to. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir, 
your  obedient  serTant, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

John  Randolph,  CAotrnNtn,  fc. 

TbEASUBT  DaPABTMENT, 

January  3, 1807. 

Sib:    I  hare  the  honor  to  enclose  a  statement 

of  the  qoantiiy  of  salt  imported  into  the  several 

ports  of  the  Uitited  Stales,  and  exported  there- 

irom  to  foreign  countries,  during  the  year  ending 


JoBN  Rakdolpb,  Chairman,  fc. 
Qoutlity  imported— bushels       •        -        -  SiSU/rre 
Quantity  exported—     do.  -        -        -        11^544 


SINKING  FUND. 


[Communiested  to  the  Sanale,  February  0,  1S07.] 
The  CommisaioDen  of  the  Sinking  Food  res- 
pectfully report  to  Congress  as  follows : 
That  the  measures  which  hare  been  authorized 


bv  the  Board,  subsequent  to  their  report  of  the  5th 
of  February,  1806,  are  fully  detailed  in  the  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  this  Bosrd, 


dated  the  fourth  da^  of  the  jnesent  moath,  and  iit 
the  statements  therem  referred  to,  which  are  ber^ 


with  iransmilled,  and  ]Ruyed  to  be  reeeired  m  a 
part  of  this  report. 

a  CLINTON,  Free,  of  Smote. 

J.  MARSHALL,  Ch,  Juit.  U.  S. 


JAS.  MADISON.  Sec  of  S 

A.  GALLATIN,  Sec.  ofTreae-g. 

C.  A.  RODNEY,  Att'y  Gaienl.    . 


A.  GALLATIN,  Sec.  qTTVww*! 
C.  A.  RODNEY.  Att'v  ~ 
Wabbinotom,  fV).  5, 1807. 


The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  napeetfnUy  re- 
ports to  the  Cotmnissioneraof  the  Sinking  PtiDd; 
That  the  balance  remaining  unexpended  at  the 
eioee  of  the  yeA  1804,  and  applicable  to  pay- 
ments faHing  due  after  that  year,  which  bu- 
ance,  as  appears  by  the  stateEiieiit  B,  annexed 
to  the  last  auonal  report,  amounted  to 

«2,31d^5  14 
Together   with   the    disbursements 
made  during  the  year,  1806,  out 
of  (he  Trexsury,  on  account  of  the 

C'ncipal  and  interest  of  the  pnt>- 
debl,  which  disbursements,  as 
appears  by  the  statement  C,  an- 
nexed to  (he  last  annual  report, 
amounted  to        -        -        -        -  7,328,5»  07 
And  with  a  farther  8n]ii,arisiiig  from  r 

profit  on  the  remittances  frotn 
America  to  Europe,  purchased  in 
the  year  1806,  which  profit,  as  ap- 
pears by  the  at^lement  D,  annexed 
to  the  last  annual  report,  amonnt- 
ed  to  117,137  5S 


Hare  been  aocouued  for  in<  the  following  uuui- 
iter,  viz: 
1.  There  was  repaid  into  the  Treasury  daring  the 

year  1605,  on  accooDt  of  the  principal  of  pro- 


S,  annexed  to  the  last  annual  report,  a  sum  of 
S66,703  OS 
3.  The  sums  actually  applied  daring 
the  same  jear,  to  the  payment  u  ' 
the  principal  and  interest  of  the 
public  debt,  as  aacertained  by  ac- 
counts rendered  to  tbe  Treasury 
Department,  amouatr  as  will  ap- 
pear by  statetneut  A,  to— 
1.  Paid  in  reimbarsaoent  of  the 
principal  of  the  debt  3,905,169  35 
8.  Paiduuaeeotutof 
interest  and  chargea 
ontheaame    -        -4,143,373  67 

8,0ta,4tt  88 

3.  Thebalanceremainioganexpend- 
ed  at  the  eloee  of  the  year  1806, 
and  applicable  to  payments  falling 
due  after  (hat  year,  as  ascertained 
by  accoualsfeodered  to  the  Treae- 
ury  Department,  amoaated,as  will 
appear  by  statement  B^  to    •        -  1,647,475  89 


1(9,768,681  73 
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Report  of  A«  CbmmM#*«i*rt  of  the  Smking  Fund. 


TIkkt,  daring  the  year  1S06,  the  fbllowiDg  dis- 
bnrMiiMnis  were  made  ont  of  the  Treunty,  on 
aceoaot  of  th«  principtl  atid  intereM  of  the  pub- 
lic debt,  viz:- 

1.  On  BccoQat  of  the  reimborwmeQt  and  iotereit 
of  thedomeitie  dehl     -        -        $7,136,368  03 

2.  Oa  aoconnt  of  the  domntic  'nn- 

fuDded  debt         ....  849  06 

3.  On  aceonnt  of  the  principal  and 
iateiesl  of  the  forewi  debt,  and  of 
tb«iot«ieit«ntheLoiunaii«>tock  131)^9  78 


'  br  tbe 
(iC,to 


-  98,948,00e  90 

Which  disbucsemeata  were  made  oat  of  th«  fol- 
lowing fonds,  viz: 

1.  From  the  fuods  coDs.iituiiog  the  annual  appio- 
priatioo  of  eiglit  millions  ordollari  for  the  year 
1806,  viz :  from  the  fund  arising  from  interest 
on  the  debt  transferred  to  the  Commissioneig  of 
the  Sinking  Fund, 


From  the  funds  aris- 
ing from  the  sale  of 
puDlic  lands,  being 
the  amount  of  mon- 
eys paid  into  iheltea- 
surf  from  the  1st  of 
July,  1805,  to  30(h  of 
September.  1806,  as 
per  account  K  699,385  3T 

From  the  proceeds  of 
daties  on  goods,  and 
wares,'  ahd  merchan- 
dise,impo(led,Bndon  . 
the  tonnage  of  ships 
or  Teaaels  -  -  6,367,934  59 
7 

Whieh  sum  of  ^,933,283  96,  to- 
gether with  the  aum  advanced 
daring  the  yeajr  1805,  on  aceoant 
of  the  aporopriation  for  the  year 
ISOiS,  ana  amounting,  aa  appean 
by  the  last  annual  report,  to  the 
sum  of  -        -       67,716  02 


Makes,  in  the  whole, 
the  annual  appro- 
priation   few   the 


2.  From   the  proceeds  of  daliea  on 
goods,   ware:^  and   mercbandii 
imported,  ana 


llM, 


imported,  and  on  the  tonnage 
thips  or  reswl*,  advanced  in  W», 
and  on  account  of  the  annou  apr 
proprifttiCHi  for  the  year  1807  -  1,003,700  70 
3.  Fr«m  repaymenta  in  the  Trens- 
ary,  on  account  of  remitianeefe  pur- 
ehaaed  for  providing  for  the  for- 
eign debt,  and  of  advances  made 
to  Commisiioners  of  Loana,  aa  wUl 
appear  by  the  statement  £,vi2: 


Repayment  of  the  purchase  mo- 
ney and  advances      -      96,0(>0 

Damages  and  inter- 
est recovered     -        -        1,020 

4.  Frnn  the  moneys  appropriated 
by  law  for  paying  eommissionf  to 
agents  employed  in  the  pnrchas 


being  the  amount  paid  a 
anry,  daring  the  .yei 


4.913  B 


98,948,206  90 

That  the  abovemeDtiooed  disburse- 
ments, together  with  the  above 
stated  balance  of-        -        -        - 1,647,475  89 

Which  tamained  unexpended  at  the 
close  of  the  year  1805,  and  with  a 
snm  arising  ftom  profit  on  remit- 
tances from  America  to  Enrope, 
purchased  in  the  year  1806,  and 
amonotiog,  as  will  appear  by  the 
statement  D,  to  -        .        .       35,697  77 

And  witkafuriher  sum, arising  from 

Erofit  on  the  porchasea  oT  the  pubr 
c  debt,  made  by  the  Commis- 
■tonersof  the  Sinnng  Food  in  the 
same  year,  and  amounting,  as  will 
appear  by  the  statement  L,io     -  437  96 


And  amounting,  altogether,  to    10:631,618  ^18 

Whieh  will  be  aceotmled  for  in  the  next  an- 
nual report,  tn  conformity  wiA  the  accounts  that 
tball  then  have  been  rendered  to  the  Treunry 


Kpartme 
That,ii 


n  while,  the  manner  in  which 
the  said  som  has  been  npplied,  is  estimated  as  fol- 
lows: 
L  The  repayments  into  the  Treasury,  on  neeomnt 

of  principal, '  during  the  year  1806,  amoanied, 

aa  by  the  abovemeationed  statement  B,  to  the 

anmof  -       .-        -        -     06,000  00 

&.  The  sums  actually  applied,  dnr- 

iox  the  year  1806,  to  Ihe  payment 

or  the  Minclpal  and  interest  of 

the  public  deot,  are  estimated  ai 

follows: 

1.  Paid  in  reimbtnaement  of  the 
principal  of  the  public   debt — 

4,838,899  17 

2.  Paid  on  aceonnt  of 
interettandchargea 

on  the  same  3,910,791  43 

8,739,690  60 

As  will  appear  by  the  eetimata  F. 
3.  The  balance  remaining  nnex- 
pended  at  the  eloee  of  the  ycnr 
1806,  and  applieable  to  pajrments 
falling  due  aner  that  year,  is  esti- 
mated, a>  per  estimate  G,  at         -  1,885,927  96 


10,631.618  58 
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Oaim  o/*  Canm  De  Btatmarchatt. 


That,  in  coarormiiy  with  the  proeeedio^  mil 
resolutions  of  I  he  CoEnmissioDera  of  the  Sioking 
Fuad,  of  the  28ih  of  April,  1806,  a  copy  whereof, 
M,  is  Bonexed,  and  public  Dotice  hariiig  been 

¥'r«ii  that  proposals  would  be  received  bf,  the 
reasurer  oi  the  United  Stales  for  the  parcb&w 
of  the  public  debt,  817,517  61  ua red eepied  amount 
of  old  six  per  ceDLaqd  deferred  sLocks,  were  pur- 
chased  at  97i  per  cent,  as  will  appear  by  the  state- 
ment L;  the  olher  oSecs,  whicii  amounted  only 
toC91)d56  nomioai  ralue.  haring  been  made  at 
prices  aboTe  ibe  ibei)  market  price  of  slocks,  and 
Meaorimgly  rejected.  And  that  the  lUiement  H 
exhibits  the  amount  of  stock  transferred  to  the 
CammiBstoacrs  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  in  trust  for 
the  Uni[<?d  States,  to  tbe  31st  of  December,  iac6, 
including  the  sum  of  S112,B50  56,  being  Iheag- 
irrEMie  of  the  several  species  of  atock  transferred 
ID  the  year  1S06,  in  pavmuit  for  public  I&nds. 
All  which  is  respecttully  aobrailled. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN, 
Seerttaru  of  t?te  Traamaif. 
Tbbjlsdrv  Dbpabtubn^,  FA.  4, 1807. 


CLAIM  OF  CARON  DE  BEAUMABCHAIS. 

[Commanicated  ta  the  HoDce,  Maidt  10,  1S06.} 

Mr.  JoHH  Cotton  Smith,  from  the  Committee 
«f  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  paiition  of 
Amelie  Bwenie  Beau  marc  ha  Is,  representative  of 
Caroa  de  Beaumarchais,  dMeMed,  o^  T.  A.  Che- 
TklliA,  faer  attorney,  made  the  followin);  report : 

Tli&aceonnte  betmen  the  United  Sum  and 
(he  lat«  Caron  de  Beaumarchaii,  have  nndergdne 
«  Ubk  and  laboiioDs  inreatigation  at  the  Treani- 
ry.  On  mature  consideration,  a  balance  baa  been 
fooBd  due  from  the  United  Stales  to  tbe  eaUte  of 
Ur.  BMOMnkaia  of  841,116  75 ;  which  mm  b 
included  in  tbe  estimates  and  will  be  covered  by 
the  gvBetal,  a4>prapriatiDn  for  tbe  current  year. 
Tbe  petalioaer,  feeUn^t  hersetf  aggrieved  by  this 
leault,  -/as  bet  demaad  exaeeded  half  a  million  of 
doUtr*,)  makes  tbe  present  application  to  CoBgreas, 
as  an  appeal  to  (bait  jusitQs  from  the  decision  of 
tbe  aceonoting  officers.. 

From  the  iraportanee  of  the  neBe,ai  well  to  tbe 
United  Slates  as  to  the  petitioner,  you  committee 
hare  given  it  their  most  deliberate  alien tion ;  they 
bave  duly  examined  tbe  aameious  documents 
furnished  them  by  the  Seoreury  of  the  Treasury; 
(hey  have  patiently  listened  to  the  arguments  and 
leprese  mat  ions  of  the  petitioner^  BgeDt,'aad  Aey 
have  sought  ioformalion  from  whatever  son  re  e  it 
might  be  obtained,  ealcnlated  in  any  decree  la 
azpkiu  the  mystery  in  which  no  inconsiderable 
part  of  the  claim  is  involved. 

Of  the  several  articles  of  compdaint  stMed  in 
the  petition,  one  only,  in  ibeopinion  i>fyonr  com- 
mittee, merits  consideration;  the  Qtbei  items  of 
the  demand  have  been  adjusted  on  principles  long 
ettabliabed  at  the  Treasury,  and  repeatedly  aane- 
.: — \  by^lbe  Hous^e.    !t  is  alle^d  by  the  peti 


lion  of  Itvrea.  on  pretence  that  the  sane  wu  paid 
to  Caron  de  Beamarebais,  by  the  Our«rnment  of 
France  for  aoconntof  the  United  Slates,  allboogb 
there  is  no  proof  of  any  such  paymeni." 

Among  Ine  documents  trammiited  to  the  eom- 
mittee.isacopy  of  a  letter  dated  SOtb  November, 
1802,  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  tbe 
Secretary  of  Stale,  in  justification  of  the  deuaioa 
already  mentioaed,  wtooh,  it  appears,  had  beeaiiM 
the  subject  of  a  remonstmnee  to  tbe  Depaioncat 
of  State,  on  the  pari  of  Mr.  Piebmi,  tfte  aoeredil- 
ed  a^t  of  the  French  Government.  Thia  leoer 
contains  so  clear  and  eorieci  a  view  of  tbe  eue; 
that  your  committee  cannot  presoit  the  subject  to 
the  Hotiae  more  advantageously  than  by  iocofpo- 
ialiiM>  it  with  tbeir  report.    Ii  is  as  follows : 

"  The  claims  of  Mr.  Beaumarchais  agaioat  tbe 
United  States  were  partly  on  account  of*  aomc 
money  advancea  in  Europe ;  but  priacipallj  fat 
field  artillery,  mtlilary  stores,  and  clothing,  sbip- 
ped  in  1T76  and  1777.  Although  the  ariiHcry,  and 
the  greater  part  of  ihe  military  stores,  appeared  to 
have  been  taken  from  tbe  King's  stores  and  aree- 
nals,  the  French  Governmeni  gave  an  official  no- 
tification in  1770  to  Coneress,  thai  tbe  United 
States  mast  account  with  Mr.  Beaamarchais  for 
those  supplies. 

"  The  aecoonta  have  been  examined  and  slated 
by  the  Anditor  of  the  Treasory  in  179^,  on  equi- 
table and  liberal  prineipirs,  leaving  an  apparent 
balance  in  favor  of  Mr.  Beaumarcbais,  bat  witb 
the  reservation  of  a  question  relative  to  a  sum  of 
one  million  of  livres  touroois,  which  tbe  Ctnnp- 
troller,  afier  dae  examination,  o as  considered  as  a 
just  charge  against  Mr.  Beaoinarcbais.  In  order 
lo  enable  yon  fully  to  understand  the  reasons  on 
which  that  decision  (in  which  I  coneurted)  was 
grounded,  I  do  myself  the  honor  to'bnclose  copies 
of  the  following  documents : 

"  From  those  document*  the  roUowing  facts 
appear,  and  are  not  disputed  by  the  parties : 

"  Isl.  The  French  Qpvenimentfamishedtoibe 
United  States  as  aids  and  subsidies,  nine  nittioa* 
of  livres  tournofi^  viz;  three  millions  before  the 
Treaty  of  Febrnary,  1778,  and  six  millions  in  1781, 
which  nine  miHioos  were  a  gratuitous  aasiManee^ 
confirmed  as  sueh  by  tbe  eontraelortbe36th  Feb- 
ruary, 1783. 

"2d.  Of  tbe  iliree  miUionB  abore-mentioued, 
furnished  before  the  Treaty  of  Pebrnary,  1778, 
two  millions  were  paid  to  Ur.  Orand,  banker  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  other  million  was  paid 
by  the  French  Oovernment,  on  tbe  lOih  day  of 
June,  1776,  to  some  penon  for  the  use  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales,  but  neither  to  Mr.  Grand,  ner  to  aay 
other  agent  of  tbe  United  Stales. 

"  3d.  The  payment  of  the  last-menrioBed  mil- 
lion, and  the  dale  when  fornished,  were,  as  well 
as  the  name  of  the  person  to  whom  paid,  known 
to  Count  de  Vergennes,  as  Minister  of  Porei-a 
Affairs.  Tbe  faot  itself,  and  tbe  date,  w«e  eam- 
municaled  by  him,  although  he  did  not  think  pro- 
per lo  diiiclose  the  name  of  the  indtVidaal  who 
nad  received  tbe  money. 

"41^  On  the  lOtb  June,  1776,  tbe  SKB*  day  oa 
which  the  mtUioD  «Bs,-wUb  tae  knowledge  of, 
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and  pmbiMf  thron^hMr.  Ter^nDes'depBrtmenl,  | 
famished  b?  the  Government  of  Frince  to  acme  ! 
person  for  the  Qie  of  the  United  Slates,  one  mil- 
lion was,  by  order  of  Cannt  Vergenaes,  paid  to 
Mr.  Beaumarehaii,  far  which  sum  he  ^bs  to  be 
accountable  to  that  Minister. 

"Sth.  When  the  AmerieaD  QoTemmeiit  appli- 
ed, throogh  its  proper  ormn,  to  the  Prencti  Go7- 
eromeBt.  for  the  name  of  the  person  (o  whom  the 
million  had  been  advanced  for  their  tise,  the  Min- 
iater  of  Etterior  Relations  |^t«  it  sa  the  result  of 
bis  inqniries,  Ihat  Mr.  Beaumarchais  wait  the 
man,  ai»d  accordingly  futnisbed  the  Minister  of 
the  United  States  with  a  copy  of  Mr.  Beaamat- 
chais's  receipt  for  Ihat  sum." 

Sneh  is  the  evidence  which  impressed  a  convic 
lion  that  the  ad  vaece  of  one  million,  mBdebv  the 
French  Goveii>meni  (ra  the  10th  Jane,  1776,  for 
the  lue  of  the  United  States,  and  the  j^ayment  of 
ooe  million,  madebf  orderoftheMinister  of  For- 
eign AffatTB  to  Mr.  Beaumarchais,  on  the  same 
day,  were  bnt  one  and  the  same  Iraqsaction,  and 
that  the  million  baTiag  been,  by  a  solemn  con-' 
tract,  dAlared  and  acknowledged  a ^afuitous  gif^ 
to  the  United  Stales,  was  justly  chEcrgeable  by 
them  to  Mr.  Beanmarchais,  who  had  received  it. 
On  Mr.  Beau  mare  bail's  pari,  the  receipt  Of  the 
millioa  ia  acknowledged,  bat  a  declaration  made, 
thai  he  accoonted  for  it  to  the  French  Qorern- 
meDt.  Of  this,  however,  no  proof  is  given  ;  no 
official  copy  of  that  supposed  seiltetnent  has  been 
prodnced.  Mr.  Beannrchaib's  own  declarstioos 
on  that  IransaetioD  do  not  tend  to  elncidqi 
myaleryiind  the  letter  of  the  Minister  of  Fii 
depositad  by  Mr.  Beamarcbais'a  agent,  so  f^t  asii 
proves  any  thing,  corroborates  the  iaentityof  the 
payment  to  Mr.  Beanmsrchiis  as  being  the  ad- 
Tanoe  made  for  the  use  of  the  United  Statesj  by 
shoving  that  no  other  payment  was  made  by  the 
Royal  Treasury  to  the  United  States  daring  the 
year  1776. 

"As  the  application  which  has  rendered  this 
aommaDication  necessary  comes  recommended  by 
the  Freneh  Governnieai,  permit  me  to  observe, 
tkat  rtw  whole  evidence'  on  which  the  Tteajury's 
deeisioB  is  grounded,  has  been  famished  lo  ns  by 
that  Government,  tn  X783,  the  Minister  of  F6r- 
«ign  Affiiirs  annotinced  the  existence  of  that  gra- 
tuiioBs  gift.  In  1786,  he  declared  it  wa*  made  on 
the  lOlfi  Jnne,  177«.  In  1793,  his  successor  in- 
formed us  that  it  was  paid  on  that  day  to  Mr. 
BenumBrthais.  If,  firr  want  of  a  properor  com- 
plete information, 'we  have  been  led  into  an  erro- 
neous decision,  it  is  to  that  Oovernmeo.!  wc  mast 
ap[df  for  the  means  of  rectifying  it.  We  irell 
know  that  they  eaABot  wish  us  to  pay  a  snnl  re- 
ceived twenty-six  years  ago,  wbibh,  by  solemn 
agreement,  they  have  declared,  and  we  have  ac- 
knowledged, to  be  a  gratuitous  subsidy.  Bat  if, 
on  the  10th  June,  1776,  another  million,  besides 
that  paid  to  Mr.  Beaamarehais,  was  advanced  to 
any  person  for  the  use  of  the  United  Slates,  either 
b]y  the  Royal  Treasury,  bf  the  Minister  of  For- 
eign ARhira,  or  by  any  dtner  department  of  the 
GorernmeDt  of  FSance,  it  is  only  in  the  records 
of  tfaat  Qarcrnmeat,  mat  the  evidence  of  that 


fact  can  be  found  ;  and,  if  it  shall  be  product 
we  shall  not  hesitate  to  discharge  Mr.  BeiuniBt- 
chais,  audio  debit  the  proper  person;  but  nntU 
such  documents  ^all  be  furnished,  as  will  ascer- 
tain auch  improbable  fact,  the  officers  of  the  Trea- 
snry  are  bound  to  consider  the  letter  of  the  Minis- 
'  r  of  Exterior  Relations  as  conclusive  evidence 

sappori  of  their  decision." 

No  further  communication  seems  to  have  been 
received  from  the  French  Qovernmenl  upon  thi* 
subject  until  after  the-petilion,  now  under  consid- 
eration, was  presented  to  the  House,  leferred  to 
the  Comraiiiee  of  Claims  and  by  them  transmit- 
ted to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaauty.  To  him 
the  French  Minister  addressed  a  letter  under  date 
of  the  1st  Janaary,  1806,  a'  copy  of  which  is  here- 
with communicated,  and  from  which  the  follow- 
fng  is  a  translated  extract :        ' 

"  In  consequence  of  the  report  made  by  Mr.  Pi- 
chon,  of  the  steps  he  had,  by  direction  of  nia  Gov- 
ernment, thken  in  favor  of  the  heirs  of  Beaumat- 
chais,  and,  on  the  representation  of  that  family, 
on  ih'e  subject  of  the  said  million,  which  was  still 


d  anything  from  the  Qovernment 
linister  ofEiterior  Relations  or- 
dered that  the  most  exact  researches  should  be 
piade  in  the  records  of  his  Department,  in  order 
to  olitain  some  elucidations  respecting  the  above- 
meniioded  million,  to  enlighten  his  judgment,  aad 
to  determine  how  fkr  Ooveramenf  ought  to  iatei- 
est  itself  in  that  transaction,  and  in  tavor  of  the 


the  10th  of  June,  1766,  (for  a  million,')  which  was 
given  to  him  by  orders  of  the  King,  for  an  object 
of  secret  political  servieej  of  which  he  reserved 
The  knowledge  to  himself.  (These  are  the  iden- 
tical words  Inserted  in  the  aaid  order  j)  also  the 
'account  tendered  in  the  same  year,  by  Mr.  de 
Vergennea  to  his  Majesty,  of  the  apphcatioQ  of 
that  sum  In  conformity  with  his  intentions  ;  and 
also  several  letters  proving  that  the  same  Mioia- 
ter,  solicited  by  the  Commissioners  and  agenta  of 
the  United  Stales  to  give  some  elucidations  on 
the  object  to  which  the  said  millioa  had  been 
applied,  and  on  the  name  of  the  person  who  had 
received  it,  had  uniformly  refused  it,  and  when 
giving  a  new  order  to  refuse  it,  bad  even,  Mwaed 
It  to  be  declared  in  1780,  that  it  would  be  iiMOK- 
venient  togrant.thefequaiWd  communication. 

"  In  consequence  thereof,  the  undersigned  Min- 
istet  Plenipotentiary  has  been  aulboriBed  ;  ■ 

"IbI.  To  renew  the  declarations  made  ainee 
1778  10  the  Commissioners  of  the  United  States, 
and,  in  1779,  by  his  predecessor,  Mr.  Gerard,  to 
Congress,  that  the  French  Government  hadterer 
been  unconnected  with  any  of  the  commercial 
transactions  of  Mr.  de  Beaumarcbsis  with  the 
United  States. 

*  llieie  words  omitted  in  the  original. 

t  Est  laat^  cdutamment  itnnfer  i  tontea  \aa  tiaaa- 
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"Sd.  And  to  declare  thai  the  million  giveo  ibe 
lOih  June,  1776,  wasffiren  fbran  object  of  secret 
political  service,  of  waich  the  Kiog  had  leserred 
the  knowledge  to  hitntelf,  that  it  was  immediate- 
ly applied  in  confotmily  with  bis  inleulions,  and 
tne  said  application  approved  b;  him,  bs  appears 
b]r  the  account  rendered  by  Mr.  de  Vergennes,  at 
the  end  of  the  year  1776 ;  that  it  does  not,  there- 
fore, appear  either  just  or  reasooable  to  coofound 
that  political  object  with  the  commercial  opera- 
dons  of  the  same  individual  with  Coogiess ;  and, 
consequently,  tbal  no  induction  can  be  drawn 
against  the  said  Beaumarchftis,  as  a  personal  cred- 
itor of  the  United  States,  for  supplies  furnished 
by  him  to  them,  from  the  ToQcher  communicated 
by  the  ex-Cammisaary  of  EiternHl  Relations, 
Bouchot,  to  the  American' Mioister,  sioce  it  so 
evidently  appears  that  the  million  io'question  had 
a  lecrei  destmatioD. 

"  The  undersigned  IVIinister  Plempotentiary  will 
observcxthatjby  the  forms  used  in  Fraace,in  every 
secret  operation,  all  the  vouchers  in  support  of  the 
account  are  destroyed  as  soon  as  the  competent 
authority  has  approred  ibe  expense^  that  the 
knowledge  of  the  object  to  which  the  sums  thus 
disbursed  has.  been  applied,  .remains  only  in  the 
memory  of  the  authority  who  gave  the  order,  and 
Of  those  who  concurred  in  its  execution ;  and  that 
it  cannot  reasonably  be  supposed  that  Mr.  de  Ver- 
^nnes  should^  eve's  so  late  as  17S6,  have  persisted 
in  coveiine  with  a  r^ii  of  mystery  the  application 
of  the  million  in  question,  nad  it  been  given  on 
account  ofthe  supplies  furnished  by  Mr.de  Beau- 
marc  hais." 

A  satisfactory  reply  to  the  fdtegoing  remarks 
vill  be  found  in  the  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  addressed  to  the  committee, .  and 
Jiereviib  presented.    As  this  contains  a  summary 
statement  of  Mr.  BeawuRrcbais's  account^ and  a 
copy  of  bis  receipt  already  roentioued,  the  foil  ow- 
ing extract  is  deemed  necessary  to  be  given : 
The  balance  reported  by  the  Anditor  in  ftTw  of  Mr. 
Beanmarchua,  was,  1st  Jannaiy,  1T91,  for  princi- 
pal,       -        -        -        -        Lirra  771,703  10    7 
And  for  interest        l,S0e,6!t8    S  1 
Ftdid  which  de- 
dncting  the  de- 
dndioni  made 
by  the  Comp- 
troller,    thoee 
which  relate  to 
the  million  on- 
ly axaepted,vii:  7S,»66  IS  S         1IH,6S3  IS  S 


Would  leave  for 

the  balance  on 

latof  Janoaij, 

1791,prin£^>•L  607,UO  IS  Ift 

And  ialerat      -       1,418,091    S  S 
To  which' adding 

for  interest  on 

the    principal, 

let  of  January, 

17>1,  to  Sd  of 

Fri)niat7,ISM        804,l»  U  6    8,I»>,74S    4    1 


t,7tKtflOO    0    e 


Would  make  an  aggregate  of  2,700,000  Una, 
equal  to  Gr«  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

"  In  a  contract  concluded  on  the25tli  FebrnaiT, 
1783,  between  His  Mp*t  Christian  Majesty  aM 
the  United  States  of  North  America,  stgaed  br 
Count  Vergennes  and  Benjamin  Franklin,  wiiiek 
may  be  found  in  the  appendix  to  the  l^thvslanie 
of  the  prioted.  JourneU  of  the  old  Congicaa,  it 
was  thought  proper  la  recapitulate  the  amoant  of 
the  preceding  aids  granted  by  the  King  to  the 
United  Stales,  and  to  di^nguiah  them  accordiag 
to  their  different  classea,  and,  after  statiog  the 
several  loans  obtained  from  or  gnarantied  1^ 
France,  the  class  was  deai^ated  in  the  foltaviag 

"  In  the  third  elaa^  are  comprehend«l.the  aids 
and  subsidies  furnished  to  the  Congret*  of  the 
United  Statesj  under  the  title  of  ^taitoo*  aaaixt- 
ance,  from  the  pure  generosity  ol  the  King: ;  tliree 
millions  of  which  were  granted  before  the  Treaty 
of  February,  1778,  and  six  millioos  in  1781 ; 
which  aids  and  subsidies,  amount,  in  the  whole, 
to  nine  miUioa  livres  tournoisi  His  Ua^eaty 
hereby  confirms,  in  case  of  need,  'be  gtatoitoas 

fift  to  the  Congress  of  the  said  thirteen  United 
tales." 

''It  was  afterward  discovered  that  only  two 
millions  bad  been  thus  received  by  the  United 
Stales,  before  the  Treaty  of  February,  1778;  and, 
application  made  to  Count  Veri 


17S6,  for  ihe  purpose  of  8soeriainiiig.wlieii,aBd  to 
wbocn,  the  other  million  had  been  paid,  aaanswei 
had  been  returned,  that  the  said  mlUion  was  paid 
on  the  JOlh  day  of  Jane,  1776,  (a  dale  prior  to  the 
arrival  of  any  of  the  ^ConumssiaDers  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  I'n  France  j)  but  a  copy  of  the  leeeipC 
was  refused,  and  the  Minister  did  sot  think  proper 
Id  disclose  tne  name  of  the  person  who  had  re- 
ceived the  money.  On  a  subsequent  applicatioa, 
made  in  1794,,  to  lite  French  OoverameBt,  the 
Minister  of  Exterior  Relations  gave  it  aathe  re- 
sult of  his  inquiries,  that  Mr.  Beaumarcbati  was 
the  person  to  whom  the  said  miilioa  had  beea 
advanced,  and  accordingly  famished  Ibe  Hiniaui 
of  the  United  States  wittacoprofHr.BeaimtBr- 
chais's  receipt  for  that  silm,  and  in  the  foUawing 
words :  '  I  have  received  from  Hoasienr  de  Ver- 
gier,  agreeably  to  the  orders  trimsmitted  lo  him, 
of  Monsieur  the  Count  de  Versennes,  dated  tka 
5th  current,  the  sum  of  one  million,  for  which  I 
will  account  to  my  said  Bienr  ds  VemaBes.  At 
Paris,  this  10th  June,  1776.  (Signed^  Caraa  de 
Beanmarchaia.    Good  for  one  million  of  lines 


"  No  doubt  remains,  that  the  advanoe  oC  one 
million  made  by  the  French  Qorernment,  ob  the 
lOlh  of  June,  1776,  for  the  use  of  the  Uuted 
States,  and  the  payment  of  one  millioB.  on  the 
same  day  by  order  of  the  MinisiM'  of  Foreign  Af- 
birs  to  Afr.  Beanmarchaia,  were  but  one  and  the 
same  transaction ;  for  it  appears  by  the  iMtec  ot 
the  Minister  of  Finance,  a  copy  of  which  ia  an- 
nexed to  the  document  (0,)  that  no  other  pay- 


the  Minister  of  Finance,  a  copy  of  which  ia 
oexed  to  the  document  (0,)  that  no  other  ^ 
me&t  was,  made  by  the  Royal  Treasurr  to 
United  Slates,  during  the  year  1776 ;  and,  by 
French  Minister's  note,  (U,)  that  Mr.  " 
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ehais*)  receipt,  and  the  leltlemeDl  of  htB  lecotmt, 
tc^lber  witD  the  correspoodeHce  aboTe-nfeotian- 
ed  with  Count  Ve^ennes  on  that  subjeei,  were 
foDod  in  the  same  tile  of  papers,  {domiew,)  and 
that  that  file  was  entiiled  '  United  Siatea.'  T.he 
millioQ  being  thus  identified,  and  having,  by  ■ 
lolecan  coDiracl,  been  declared  and  acknowledged 
a  gratuitous  gift  of  France  to  the  United  States, 
hat  bpen  considefed  as  justly  chaigeable  bv  the^ 
to  Mr.  Beaumarchau,  who  had  received  ii< 

To  these  copious  details,  it  would  Beem  almoat 
snperfiaous  to  add  a  single  remark,  rnrthw  than  to 
refer  the  Honse  to  the  namerous  docamenti  ac* 
companying  this  report.  It  inaynot,  howerer,be 
improper  to  observe,  that  two  points  only  present 
themselresfor  examiaaiion.  Did  Ur.  Beaamar' 
chaii,  sn  the  10th  of  June,  1776,  rbceira  from  the 
French  Governmem  one  million  of  livrei  in  be- 
half o£  the  account  of  the  United  Slates  1  -  If  so, 
has  he.  or  hi*  repreKnialive,  at  any  lime,  ab- 
coQDted  with  the  United  States  for  its  expeudi- 
tare? 

The  affinnatire  of  thejrst  question  ii  irretiBt' 
ibly  proved,  not  only  b]|  the  evidence  already  re- 
ferred to,  but  .even  by  the  admission  of  the  peli- 
lioner's  agent  J  notwithstanding  the  allegation  is 
the  petition,  that  no  pr9<^  existed  of  any  such 
fact. 

In  the  second  place,  it  is'not  pretended  that  any 
account  of  the  expenditure  has  been  rendered  in 
form  to  the  United  States,  But  to  silence  all 
claim  on  their  part,  it  .is  averred  that  the  money 
was  received  for  a  secret  political  purpose,  (ac- 
knowledged to  be  bencGcial  to  the  United  State*,) 
and  that  the  French  GoTerntnent  war  and.  still  is 
satisfied  that  the  whole  siim  was  duly  applied  to 
the  object. 

Admitting  an  agent  or  trustee  miebt  thus  acquit 
himself  ot  the  aceountibility  to  the  ^rty  alone 
interested  in  his  operations,  a  supposition  airectly 
opposed  to  the  clearest  and  best  estatblidied  rules 
of  justice  u  applicable  to  individuals,  stiU  what 
is  the  evidence  that  a  regnlar  Bceoust  of  the  d it- 
position  of  this  sum  has  ever  been  given  evea  to 
the  Government  of  France?  Was  the  reoeipt 
either  taken  up  or  cancelled  by  Mr.  BeaumaMhaisI 
or  did  he  procurefrom  theproper  organ  of  the  Oov- 
ernment  arelease,  ormy  bther  docnment,  purport- 
ing hi*  discharge  from  the  liability  created  by  the 
original  instrumeutl  Is  it  to  be  believed  "the 
forms  Used  in  France"  require,  that  in  such  cases, 
"ajl  the  vouchers  in  support  of  the  account,  a« 
soon  as  the  competent  authority  has  approved  the 
expenaa,  are  deatroyed,"  while  the  oriitnal  receipt 
for  the  money  i*  carefully  preserved  1  and  that 
a  secret  agent,  when  once  made  accountable,  can 
never  afterward  be  discharged  ? 

The  declarations  of  Count  de  Vergenues,  on 
which  so  much  reliance  is  placed,  are  rather  enig- 
matical tbaa  otherwise.  Nor  do  the  declarations 
of  the  Minister,  in  his  note  of  the  1st  of  January 
last,  afford  a  satisfactory  solution  of  the  question ; 
especially  when  to  these  declarations  is  opposed 
the  nadisguited  disclosure  of  the  responsibility  of 
Mr.  Beaumarchais  to  the  United  Sutes,  which  was 
nude  in  form  by  the  Fiench  Oovernmoit  in  17M. 


That  the  services  rendered  by  Mr.  Beaumar- 
chais to  the  United  Slates  doring  their  Revolu- 
lion  were  highly  meritorious,  is  readily  sdinilled. 
Wh^her  these  services  entitle  the  petitioner  to 
the  bounty  of  Congress,  is  not  now  submitted  to 
the  consideration  of  the  committee.  They  are 
restricted  to  the  inquiry  whether  she  has  a  right- 
fnl  demand  upon  (heir  justice;  and,  from  every 
view  they  have  been  enabled  to  take  of  the  sub- 
ject, the  claim  does  not  appear  to  them  to  rest 
upon  a  solid  basis. 

Tour  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  peti- 
tioner have  levre  to  withdrawher  petition. 


Wasbiiiotoii  City,  /ontury  1, 1800. 
The  undersigned.  Minister  Pleaipotentiaiy  ef 
His  Imperial  and  Royal  Uajesty,  has  leeaived 
from  Mr.  Chevtllik,  agent  of  the  hairs  of  Beao- 
marchais,  a  copy  of  a  netition  which  be  has  pre- 
sented to  the  honorable  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  on  the  subject  of  ibe  •etilamcnt  of  the 
aceoantof  supplies  furnished  by  the  late  Mr.  de 
Beaumarchais  to  the  said  States,  by  which  it  ap- 
pears that  the  accoonting  officers  have  debited  the 
late  Mr.  de  Beaumarchaia  with  a  million,  sup- 
poaed  to  have  been  received  by  iiim  from  the 
Oovernment  of  Fi«nce  on  aecmmt  of  the  said 

In  conseqnence  of  the  report  made  by  Mr. 
PIchon,  of-lne  steps  he  had,  by  the  directioiuof 
his  Government,  taken  in  fawr  of  the  heirs  of 
BiranmarchBis,  and  on  the  representMion  of  that 
family,  on  the  snbjeet  of  the  said  niUion,  which 
'"     '         i  to  them,  notwithstanding  the 

.  msd*  by  Mr.  de  Beaamarchats 

of  his  having  ever  received  anything  from  tbe 
QDveinmenI  of  France,  the  Miniatei  of  Exterior 
Relations  ordered,  tbnt  the  most  exact- tesentch«« 
ittoold  be  made  in  the  records  of  his  dapartmeat, 
.0  order  to  obtain  some  eluoidatioiM  respecting 
the  aboTe-miendoved  million,  (o  enlighten  his 
lent,  and  to  determine  how.far  OorerBiaent 
ought  to  interest-iuetf  in  that  tmnaac^n,  and  in 
favor  flf  the  Beatmaivhais  (kmily.  It  has  re- 
stated, that  in  a  tie  entitled" United  8iaiesi"n 
~r«eei|rt  at  Hr.  BeanRiarebais  has  b«eo  found,  un- 
der tha-data  of  the  10th  of  June,  1776,  (for  a 
million*)  which  was  given  to  him,  by  order*  of 
tfae  King,  "for  an  object  of  secret  political  service, 
of  whicn  he  reserf  ed  the  knowledge  to  himself,'' 
(these  dre  the  identical  words  inserted  in  the 
Mid  order;)  also  the  aceomt  rcDdarcd  In  tha 
same  year  by  Mr.  de  Vergeane*  to  His  BAajeity, 
of  the  application  of  that  sum  in  conformity 
with  hi*  intcmtietta;  and  also  several  letieca,  pnv- 
ing  that  die^^ame  Minisier,  solicited  by  the  eom- 
miseionen  and  agents  of  the  United  States  to 
give  some  alnoidations  oO'theobjcet  to  which  the 
said  million  had  been  appUedi  and  on  the  name 
of  the  person  who  had  reoeived  it,  hi 


refused  it ;  and  when  giving  a 

fuse  it,  had  even  caused  it  to  be  declared,  in  1786^ 

■  The**  words  imitted  in  the  original. 
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tint  it  would-  b«  iDcoDTeoient  to  gnnt  tke  re- 
^OHted  commuaieauoD. 

Id  oonaeqaeoee  thereof,  the  undenigDed  UiiiiB> 
tei  Pleuipoieiitiary  has  beea  Butbsrised : 

Itt.  To  reaew  tba  declftrtlton  made  siDoe 
177S,  10  the  CommuBioDeM  of  the  Uaited  Biaies, 
knd  ia  1779  bj  bis  predeeeMor,  Mr.  Oerard,  to 
Coagteet,  that  the  French  Gh>Teriineot*  had  are* 
betD  uaconnecled  with  aoy  of  the  oonamaniBl 
trnMBctioaa  of  Mr.  da  BeaumMiBhaia  with  the 
United  Slates.  2d.  And  to  declare  that  (Jib  mill- 
ion aJTea  tba  10th  of  Juae^  1776,.  km  glTen  fbr 
an  object  of  wcr«[  pulitictl  aeivift^  of  which  the 
King  had  reaerred  the  knowledge  to  himself^ 
that  il  was  immediately  applied  io  conformiiy 
wilh  bi<  iateDtiaQB,  and  the  said  application  ap- 
pto*«d  W  him,  as  appears  hj  the  account,  ren- 
dBrefl  hf  Bii.-ds  Vcrgeiuws,  bi  the  ead  of  the  rear 
1776;  that  it  doM  not,  tlutefore,  appear  etther 
JBM  ac  rcasonabLe  to  confbiuid  that  political  oh- 
jMt  with  the  C0>unereial  operations  gf  the  same 
ladtriduatwithCcmgrew ;  and,  coaseqnentlv,  that 
DO  ioductioD  saa  be  diawn  a^im  the  said  Beau' 
marehais,  u-a  mraoaal  creditor  of  the  United 
Stateo.  for  supplies  farnished  by  him  to  them, 
from  the  roncher  oomtnimicated  by-  the  ex-Gom- 
mivnry  of  Ettemal  Relations,  Bocbot,  to  the 
AoMrioaii  Uinisler,  nace  it  s*  evidently  spears 
that  the  miUioa  in  qneation  had  a  secret  deatina- 
tion. 

The  ilnderaieiMd  Minister  Plenipotentiary  wil 
obsarva,  thai  By  the  forma  used  in  France,  it. 
every  secrM  operation,  all  the  Touchers  in--  sup- 
pott  of  the  account  are  destroyed  ae  aaon  as  the 
compeiejM  aaihonty  ba*  approved  tk«  ezpcni  . 
that  the-  knowledge  of  the  objeet,  to  which  the- 
■snu  thus  di^mrsed  has  been  applied,  lamaitu 
only  in  the  memory  of  Ae  authority  who  gave 
tba  order,  and  of  tkoae  who  eonourred  ' 
cniion;.and  that  it  caanot  remoanUy  besuppoaed 
thai  Mr.  da  Vergaones  shuild,  even  so  lale-  at 
1784^  have  persisted  in  coveting  with  the  veil  of 
mystery  the  application  of  the  million  in  que»^ 
tiw,  bad  it  beea  given  on  aocouat  of  the  snfiplii 
Awoisbed  by  Mr.  de  Beaumanihais. 

The  Minister  Plenipet^ttiaty,  is  oouequcaae 
of  the  pneeeding  deelarations  and  ob«rT«tioDi^ 
neommendsfim  Amwmtvt  Ins  OoTcrD^aat,  to 
the  jvtiee  and  hontn  at  the  United  Sutot,  the. 
btimof  aman,whD,lMVtacri^dhia  wtiolefiBt>- 
'  eir  serrica,<haa  l& 


tone  in  their  serrica,<hi 


t  no  other  resoarae  t 


Dhie  eicditera,-iM  other  etuis  to  his  fhmilv, 
the  debt  of  the  United  States,  to  whom  his 
seal  and  activity  were  eoessaUialiyutefbl  daring 
the  war  which  seemed  theii  lifaarty,  end  fare 

them  a  mak  amongst  natims,  '*"'  '"--  ' 

Cangrees.  tfaye  him,  several  tin 
thaii  satiilaetlon  in  the  moat  hoi 

The  Minister  Pleaipoteottary,  in  addrettingtha 
pnoedins  deelaratran  end  deCaib  te  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  in'opdet  that  they  may  aoeom- 
pany  his  report  to  Coopes*,  reqinesl*  him  to  a»> 
oept  the  aasut«Beea(^'hu  high  coQiideniion. 
-.^—  TORRHAU. 

•  EM  rssti  oonstuni 


TBBABuaT  DnPABTMBifr,  Jan.  27,  1806. 

8in:  I  Lave  the  honor  to  enclose  several  docn- 
raents  respecting  the  late  Mr.  Beaumarehait' 
claim. 

The  Treasnry  settletireDt  (marked  A)  shows 
the  principles  on  which  the  account,  which  is  for 
arms,  military  stores,  and  other  sapphe*,fnniii)faed 
at  the  commencement  of  the  Revoluitonary  wm, 
has  been  adjusted ;  and  exhibits  a  baiaoee  doe  to 
Mr.  BeaamarchaiB>  estate' of  S4I,119  75,  with  io- 
lerest  from  the  first  day  of  January,  1791,  which 
balance  has  been  included  in  the  annual  esti- 
mates of  the  appropriations  necessary  for  theses 
vice  of  the  year  1806. 

For  the  grounds  of  the  Complrollfer^  decision 
on  three  of  the  points  complained  of  hy  the  peti- 
'' — er,  viz;  the  commission,  rate  of  exeban^ 
charge  fbr  sale  of  cordage  at  the  Cape,  I  beg 
leave  to  refer  to  the  Comptroller's  letter,  (marked 
B,)   and   to  the  documents  accompanyiaf  the 

The  leitrr  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  the  Secretary  of  Sta^,  (marknl  C.)  together 
with  the  documents  thereuDto  annexed,  and  the 
French  Minister's  note  of  (he  first  insntnt,' (marked 
D,)  relate  to  the  million  of  livres  char^  to  Mr. 
Besom  arc  haisns  an  advance  made  to  bim  by  the 
French  Government  on  account  of  the  United 
States. 

Sbonid  OoBgresi  beofepinion  that  he  ought 
not  to'be  charged  with  that  sum,  but  that  the  ac- 
count has,  in  other  respects,  been  settled  on  prop- 
er principles,  (he  balance  due  would  be  as  follows, 

Tb<  balance  reported  by  tha  Auditor  in  fitror  of  Mr- 


l7Bi>»F«ed,TiK  70,»a6  IS    S  d(  104.&U  U    S 

Would  luVeGn 

the  balance,  on 

1st  of  Jannaiy, 

1T»1,  principal  MFT,tSO  18  10 

And  for  interest     MSB^Sffil    9    8 
To   which    ad- 
ding Ibr  inter- 

eston  tbeprin- 
'  elpal  fi«n  Isl 

January,  1791, 

t»  U  rahraa* 

tj,  ISOfl  -       -     '  «04,1M  14    0 


%0I^74S    4    1 
9,709,090    0    * 


Would  DMk«  aa  aggregate  of  8,700,000  livn^ 
eqaal  to  five  hwidred  tbtnnand  dollars. 
I     UaooMtaeteoMludwIoiiihe  Hthaf  F«bi«- 
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aiy,  1783,  betweei  Hi>  Most  ChrittiBD  Msjuty 
and  the  Uoited  Slates  of  Norib  A^urica,  Biened 
bjr  Count  Veretnoes.  and  Benjamin  FcaokliD, 
which  maj  be  lound  in  the  appendix  to  ihe  12ih 
Tidame  of  the  ptijited  journala  of  the  old  Con- 
grats, it  waa  tfaoDght  proper  to .  recBpilnlata  the 
amount  of  the  preoeainf  aida  grenied  br  the 
King  to  the  United  %^.  and-  (o  diiti^tfiih 
them  accordiag  to  ifaair  difiefent  claasct,  and, 
afiar  statior  iha  lereral  Iimss  attained  fiiiw  or 
goarantied  bj  France,  the  iaat  clna  wM  designa- 
ted in  the  iollowing  windt :  "la  the  third  cku 
■re  comprehended  the  vd*  and  sUbsidiei  famished 
to  the-  Congran  of  the  United  Ehote*,  nnder  the 
title  of  BNtuitotu  ■wiatauce,  from  the  pnra  geiw- 
lOfitf  oTtheKingi  three  miliioMofiihich  were 
granted  before  the  treat;  of  Febrnair,  ITVSiSDd 
six  milliona  in  1761,  which  aid?  ttna<  Buhaidiei 
amount,  in  thewhol«L  le  lune  milUoBe  lirrei  toar- 
noia.  His  Majesty  hereby  confinaa,  iD  jcase  of 
seed,  the  gittniioa*  irifi  to  the  Congraas  of  the 
■aid  thirteen  Uoiied  StatcG." 

It  wa(  afterwards  diseoTered  that  only,  two  mil- 
lions had  been  thus  received  by  the  United  Blues 
iiefoTa  the  treaty  of  February,  1778?  and,  to  en 
application  made  to  Cffunt  Ver^noas,  in  1786, 
for  the  parpoae  ^  ascertaining  when,  and  to 
whom,  tbeother  millionJind  been  paid,  an  anawei 
wa«  returned  that  th«  said  million  was  paid  on 
the  10th  day  of  June,  1776,  (a  date  piiortoihs 
arrival  of  any  of.  the  eotamissioners  of  the  Uni- 
ted Sutea  in  Prance,)  bai  a  CDoy  of  the  jeceipt 
was  refnsed,  and  the  MiiMsler  did.not  think  pro- 
per to  disclose  the  oame  of  the  penon  who  had 
receired  the  money.  Oti  a  BubseqaenC  applica- 
tion mnde  in  1794,  to  the  French  Oorenimeat,  the 
Uinister  ^  Bxtarior  Relalioas  gave  it,  n  the  re- 
sult of  his  inquiries,  lb«t  Mr.  EheanniBrcliua  was 
the  person  towbora  the  aaid  million  had  been  ad- 
T«nced,aDd»ceonliBelr.rnraisbed  theMinislct  of 
the  United  Slateawiina  eon  of  Mr.  BcManac- 
ehais,  teeeipl  for  thstanm,  inthft  followiog  words; 
"  I  bar*  received  f^om  MonsieDT  de  Vergier,  agree- 
ably t«  tbe  orders  transmittBd  to  bin,-  of  Uo»- 
aianr  the  Ctmnt  de  Teigennes.  dalcd  the  5th  em- 
rant,  the  sem  of  one  mutvia^  forwhich  I  will  ac- 
eonnt  ta.nfiMid  SieorConU'de  Tetmiea..  A.t 
Paris,  this  lOih  Jane,  1776.  Sig^ied,'  Camn  de 
Beunwrdiwa.  GmkI  fur  oiM  million  cflivres 
touroois." 

No  donbt  retaams  tb*t  the  adTaooe  of  onemi)- 
lioD  tande  kj  the  French  Gorerifncat  on  the  lOih 
Jbihs' 1778,  for  the  fla«  of  the  United  SiMes,'aod 
the  piarneat  of  one  millioa,  on  the  smu  d&y,  bf 
otder  of  the  Miaiatsr  of  Foreign  Afiirs  to  Mr. 
BcnQianrGhBia,"wera  but  one  aadtheeune' trans- 
:  for  it  appenie  by  the  latter  of  the  Mi 


the  Rofnl  Treasary  to  ibe  Doiied  States  darins 
the  yeat  1776;  and  by  the  French  Minister^ 
note  D,  that  Mr.  Beanaarehais'  receipt  and  the 
aettlemvnt  of  his  account,  together  with  the  cor- 
rcapobdenee  abovementioDed  with  Connt  da  Vet- 


EatMs  on  thai  snbjeei,  were  fonad  i 
;  of  papers,  (doaater,)  and  that  ihnt . 


the  s 
ewui»- 


titled  "  Unfed  Slate*. "  The  million  being  thus 
identified,  and  having,  by  a  solemn  contract, -been 
declared  and  acknowledged  a  gratuitoua  gift  of 
France  to  the  Uoited  Slates,  has  been  considered 
as  justly  chargeable  by  them  le  Mr.  Beanmar- 
chaiB,  who  had  received  it. 

it  in  urgedT  in  behalf  of  tbe  claimant,  that  it  ia 
highly  improbable  that  the  million  sboald  hare 
been-advanoed  on  accoaal  of  ibe  anppjies.to  be 
fumiibed  by  Mr.  Bcanmarcbaii.  1st,  Basanse  it 
was  as  caviy  as  1778,  and  haa  utrifonnly  sine* 
been  decland  by  the  Preach  Government  thai 
tbey  had  no  concern  whatcTcr  in  hia  oommercis) 
transaclieBB  with  lha  United  States.  2d,  Beoauae 
it  is  DOW  in  proof  that  the  money  waa  adransed 
for  secret  services  of  a  political  nature. 

That  argament  coald  not,  by;  tbe  officers  of  Iht 
Treasury,  be  taken  into  consideration;  becaoM 
tbay  were  boand  to  require  positive  proof  of  the 
appiicBlioQ  of  the  money,  in  order  to  credit  Mr. 
Beaumarchais  for  the  ezpentliture. 

But  wilboui  i^ishing  to  diminish  the  weight 
which  it  may  have  with  Congreoa,  it  m«r  be  ob- 
aersed,  that  the  declaratton  of  the  Fraoeh  Qoip- 
ernmeDi  shmld  be  tekenJn  itsMrially  literal  sense, 
and  as  I  understand  it,  excludes  only  a  anppoeilion 
that  they- had  any  concern  in  the  commercial 
risks,  proits^  or  lospea  of  Mr.  Beaamfcrehaia. 
That  it  wM  not  intended  to  convey  tbe  idea  that 
they  had  not  made  to  him  sales  or  advaneea  on  ae- 


B  were  taken  from  the  King's 
storesand  arsenals.  Nor  would  ii  be  extraordi- 
nary that  advaneea  made  in  1776,  in  order  to  ena- 
ble an  iodividoal  to  furnish  warlike  supplies  to 
the  United  States,  should  have  been  considered 
by  the  French  GoTernmeot  as  an  expewe  iigr  a 
aecret  poliiical  aervice. 

It  is,  further  objected  that  Mr.  Beaamarebau 
ho-viog  bitly  accounted  to  his  own  Gorernmeat, 
and  to  their, satisfaciioo,  for  the  application  of  that 
million,  must  be  considered  as  discharged  froia 
any  accou [liability  to  the  United  States. 

It  is  etideoi  that  if  be  was  rightfully  charged 
by  the  United  States  for  that  suin,  it  is  to  them, 
and  not  to  the  French  QoveramcDt,  that  he  iaac- 
CQUniBble.  ,The  solemn  declaration  that  that  mil- 
lion was  a  graialtouB  gift  to  the  United  States,^ 
seems  inconsistent  with  the  supposition  Ibat  iiwas 
not  api^ied  ak  an  aid  aod  sobudy,  but  givea  with- 
ottt  their  eonseot  and  knowledge  to  an  individaal, 
reapposible  for  its  application,  not  to  the  Govern- 
ment wIht  bad  reeeived)  btit  tothat  who  gave  the 
sobsidv.  And  that  answer,  ao  far  as  relates  to  tba 
Prencn  ■Oorerqment,  appcare  condnslre.  The 
only  question  whish,  in  the  view  I  have  taken  of 
the  subject,  seems  to  admit  of  a  doubt,  is,  wheth> 
er,  as  the  declaration  made  in  the  contraet  of  178S 
between  the  two  Qovernmenttis  the  fbnndatioa 
of  tbe  claim  of  the  United  States,  Mr,  Beaumar- 
cbais  can  legally  be  made  responsible  for  tbe  «^ 
feet  of  an  instrument  subteqaent  by  sevenl  years 
tft  the  delivery  of  the  auppliea,  to  which  he  waa 
not  t,  party,  and  of  which  he  does  not  appear  to 
have  ud  any  notice. 
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Allhousii  Mr.  Beaumarchais'  account  was  ool 
d^iHtiTely  settled  by  the  Comptroller  till  leOSj^be 
Auditor's  report  whb  made  as  early  a:  1793.  The 
charge  or  one  millioD  is  the  only  poiai  relative  to 
it  which  has  come  uader  my  notice ;  and  the  doc- 
vmeats  herein  enclosed  contain  all  the  evidence 
on  that  subject  in  this  Department.  Hia  owd  de- 
eluations  on  that  point  may  be  seen  ijia  memo- 
rial, dated  Hamburg,  April  10, 1795,  wrirtea  in 
the  French  langua^  and  deposited  m  the  Trea- 
■nry,  but  which,  as  it  teems  to  bare  been  rather 
intendeih  for  Congress,  ia  alto  eneloaed.  Shonld 
the  oommittae  think  proper  to  inveaiigate  the  mer- 
its of  the  original  claim,  with  which  I  am  unoc- 
qsainted,  the  inFoices,  correspondence,  and  docu- 
nentt,  which  ara  voluminous,  will  be  transmitted. 

Ibaie  ths  honor  to  be,  Teryresftectfully,  sir, 
vtKir  obedient  servant. 

ALBERT  QALLATin. 

Hon.  J.  C.  Shitb,  Chainnatt.  &c. 

[Cominiuiicaledta  CongrMs,  Febmat;  6,  IM?.] 
7b  the  Senate  tauilba*t  of 

SgartttKtaHvtM  of  the  Umted  SfateM  ,■    > 

The  Ctavernmsnt  of  France  having  examined 
iato  the  claim  of  Mr.  de  Beaumarcnais  against 
Uie  United  States,  and  considering  it  as  just  and 
legal,  has  instructed  its  Minister  here  to  make 
vepteseiKationa  on  the  subject  to  the  Oavamment 
of  the  United  States.  I  now  lay  his  memoir 
thereon  before  the  Legialainre,  the  only  authoiity 
competent  to  a  final  tmision  on  the  same. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 

FfiBRDAET  6,  1805. 

WabbinoTok,  Jamuiry  14, 1807.  ■ 
Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  address  to  you,  enclosed, 
:r  to  the  objection  made  by  the   Secre- 


swer  is  annexed  to  the  note  which  I  have  bad 
the  honor  toaddiess  to  you  on  this  suhject. 

Accept,  sit,  a  newassoiance  of  my  highcon- 
aideration.  TURREAU. 

To  Mr.  ManiBoK. 

Note  ef  the  Miniater  Plen^Mtentiaiy  of  France  to'the 
8ecTeta)7  of  State. 
WAaHHtOTOM,  Januarifli,  1807. 

The  nndenigned.  Minister  Plenipotentiary  «f 
Hit  Imperial  and  Royal  Majesty  to  His  Excel- 
IcBCTthe  Fi«aident  of  the  United  Sutaiof  Ameri- 
ea,  naa  the  honor  to  remind  ths  Secretary  of 
Stale,  that,  at  the  begianiag  of  last  year,  and  dur- 
ing the  session  of  Congress,  Mr.  Caevallifi,  attor- 
ney in  fact  of  the  heir*  of  Mr.  de  Beaumarcbais, 
took  various  steps  with  the  Secretary  of  the 
Tieaaniy  to  obtain  a  liquidaiionof  the  debt  con- 
tracted by  the  United  Sutes  with  the  said  Mr.  de 
Beanmarchais. 

At  the  request  o(  the  attorney  in  fact,  to  whom 
the  Ticarary  opposed  a  receipt  of  Mr.  ie  Bean- 
marflbais,  in  order  to  place  to  the  debt  of  his  heira 
n  million  of  livra  toumoit,  the  nBderaigned  ad- 


dressed, on  the  1st  of  January,  1606,  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasnry,  an  official  nete.  which  left 
DO  doubt  of  the  destioation  of  the  raillion  in  dis- 
pute, the  employment  of  which,  agreeabl/  lo  the 
orders  of  the  King,  was  consecrated  to  a  special 
and  secret  service,  and,  consequently,  whien  had 
not  and  ceuld  not  hare  «ny  connexion  with  ihe 
transBCtioas,  bargains,  and  supplies,  and,genenllr, 
with  any  mercantile  operations  which  Mr.  de 
Beanmarcbais  might  have  been  concerned  in  with 
the  GovernmeDt  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

This  note,  or  rather  this  official  declaration  of 
the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  France,  ought  tt 
have  removed  the  only  ol^tacle  which  w«s  op- 
posed to  the  entire  liquidation  with  the  hein  of 
Mr.  Je  Beanmarchais,  beoanse  the  justice  of  their 
elaim  is.demoaatrated  to  conviction;  and  they 
were  far  from  expecting  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treaaarr  would  stili  retain  doubts  upon  the  legiti- 
macy of  their  credit. 

Tne  hsir^of  Mr.  de  Beaumarchais  noweonfide 
their  interests  to  the  protection  of  the  French 
Qorernment,  as  well  as  to  the  justice  of  the  Fed- 
eral Qoveniment;  and  the  undersigned,  in  declar- 
ing to  the  Secretary  of  State,  that  this  affiiir,  on 
being  examined  in  France  with  the  most  scropa- 
lous  aitention,  has  presented  to  the  judgment  of 
the  most  enlightened  and  impartial  men  nothing 
hn(  an  incontestable  conclusion  in  favor  of  the 
heirs  of  Mr.  de  Beaumarebaia,  will  add,  that  it  it 
no  longer  to  Mr.  Chevallife,  it  it  no  longer  to  a 
mere  attorney  in  fact,  that  the  said  heirs  have 
recourse  to  obtain  a  justice  too  long  refused,  but 
to  the  French .  Oovernment  itself,  which  eallt 
with  confidence,  and  throngh  the  organ  of  its 
Minister  Pleni^atentiary,  the  attention  of  the 
Secretary  of  Slate  to  interCBts  no  leas  sacred  than 
the  cause  which  produced  them. 

When  the  Fcench  Qovemment  raises  its  voice 
in  favor  of  the  anfbrtunaXe  heirs  of  Ht.  de  Bean- 
marchais, the  undersigned  thioka  it  nsaleas  lo  ic- 
eall  to  view  the  nature  and  imparlance  of  the 
services  wbich  their  anthoT  rendered  Co  theeuite 
of  ind^iendenee.  It  wonld  be  to  tnn>  the  mind 
back  towards  n  "period  equally  glorioiis  for  the 
two  nations,  bnt  that  France,  uvnjrs  geaerow, 
knows  bow  to  forget,  beeane  tha  UnitM  StMei 
remember  it. 


.tion  resMctias 
1,  %  declatation 


After   the  miniaterial  declaration  i 
the   employment  of   th 

which,  Qouotlest,  and  as  n  consequence  of  iboae 
mutual  Beniinentsofreepect  and  confidence  wUeh 
Govemmeoia  onght  to  nave  for  nommnnieatiom 
of  this  nature,  would  have  been  sufficiem  for  th« 
Secntary  of  the  Treaanry,  if  his  nowen  had  not 
been  so  limited ;  it  is  the  duty  of  tne  nadeitigBed, 
agreeably  to  the  forma^  and  repented  int&netions 
wbich  be  has  received  in  this  lespeel,  to  address 
himself  directly,  and  in  the  name  of  bis  Govem- 
ment,  to  that  of  the  United  Stales,  and  lo  request 
from  the  Secretary  of  Slate  that  at  length  jtutice 
should  be  done  to  the  claim  of  the  heirs  of  Mr. 
de  Beaumaichais ;  a  claim  which  the  Fread 
Oflvemment  would  not  have  honored  with  its 
support,  if  it  were  not  founded  upon  the  immnia* 
ble  principles  of  rcMon  and  of  right. 
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homage  oihia  hi^b  oonuderaiion. 


C3<am  cf  Caron  De  Beawmarduas. 


TURREAU. 


Ouu  of  Mr.  Beanmirchiia  to  a  million,  a^ainit  the 
United  Bt«te«,  ai  pajnunt  for  rappliei  which  he  fnr- 
ntahcd  them. 
Objtctiani  t^Ote  T^reiuwyoftfte  XMUd  State*. 
ObjectitM).  "  It  wiu  afterward!  dUcorered  that 
ooij  two  millioaa  out  of  the  three  granted  as  a 
ffTBtnitous  gpift,  before  the  treair  of  February, 
1778,  hadlweii  thas  leceired  by  the  United  States; 
and  to  an  apolicaiion  made  to  Cuaut  de  Vargea- 
nei  in  1786,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaioiDg  when 
and  to  whom  the  other  miJlion  bad  been  paid,  an 
aoBwer  was  returned,  that  the  said  million  was 
paid  on  thelOthdafof  Juos.  1776;  but  a  cop;  of 
the  receipt  waa  lefused,  and  the  Minieter'dia  not 
think  proper  to  disclose  the  name  of  iha  person 
who  had  raceired  the  money.  On  a  subsequent 
application  made  to  the  French  Qc '  -'■- 


Minister  of  Foreign  RelaiictDs  Kare  it  as  the  re- 
sult of  bii  inquiries,  that  Mr.  de  Beaumarchai* 
waa  the  person  to  whom  the  said  million  had 
been  advanced,  and  accordingly  furnished  the 
Miniater  of  the  Uaiwd  States  with  a  copy  of  Mr. 
de  Beaumarchais'  receipt  for  that  snm. 

"No  doubt  remains  that  the  adranee  of  one 
nuUion,  made  by  the  French  Government,  on  the 
10th  June,  1776,  for  the  use  of  the  United  Stales, 
and  the  payment  of  one  million  on  the  same  day, 
by  order  of  the  Miniater  of  Foreign  Affairs  to  M. 
Eteaamsrchaia,  were  but  one  and  the  aarna  trans- 
action." 

Answer.  Beforeanaweringthcobjeciioneofthe 
Treasury  of  the  United  States,  it  is  of  iimiort- 
■Boe  corracily  to  state  the  quention,  which  lorms 
the  subject  oi  the  preaeal  claim;  bwauae,  by  this 
means,  all  snppositiona  foreign  to  it  will  be 
avoided. 

Did  M.  Beaumarefaaia  receive  from  the  Qov- 
ernment  of  Franee  a  million  on  aceount  of  his 
aappliea  to  the  United  States?  Thia  is  the 
question. 

Tba  idoBtil^ofthe  date  nvea  by  M-  de  Ver- 
gennea,  and  of  the  receipt  of  U,  de  Beaumarahaia, 
commoaicaied  by  M.  Si)chat,^as  until  now  been 
the  cause  of  a  delay  of  justice  oa  the  part  cf  the 
Uoiled  8t»tes  to  the  heirs  of  M.  de  Beaumarebaia, 
andof  tbe  piejudiccswhiah  the  Treasary  haseon- 
ceived  against  this  clain. 

In  H.  de  Beaomarchaia,  we  are  to  peiceif  e  aad 
recognise  (wo  characlen-.  one,  the  secret  agent  of 
the  French  Ooveniment;  and  Ihp  other,  afurnisber 
of  auppliea  to  the  United  States. 

As  secret  agent  of  the  Oovemment  of  France, 
he  received  a  mmion  on  the  10th  Jaae,  1776;  in 
the  aarde  year.M.  de  Vereennea,  who  had  caused 
it  to  be^vMt  tO'bim,  and  who  had  imposed  upon 
him  the  obligatioQ  of  rendering  an  account  to 
himself  for  it,  presented  that  licoant  to  the  King, 
who  approved  it,  and  gave  a  discharge  to  Mr.  im 
BeanDoarcbaii.  If  M.  Buehot,  in  commnoicating 
this  receipt,  had  intimated,  at  the  same  time,  that 
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in  the  same  Gle,  and  annexed  to  the  receipt  itsell^ 
were  the  aceouut  rendered  to  the  £iDg  and  the 
approbation  in  the  margin  sigoed  by  the  King 
himself,  certainly  ^he  Treasurv  would  not  have 
pretended  a  right  to  charge  to  tne  account  of  sup- 
plies by  M.  de  Beaumarcbais  a  million  for  wbiA 
he  had  accounted,  and  from  which  he  had  been 
discharged  by  the  authority  which  had  given  it 

As  a  fur^isber  of  supplies  to  the  United  States, 
he  did  not  receive  the  said  million,  and,  coit- 
^nently,  he  is  a  creditor,  and  will  remain  a 
creditor  to  tbe  United  States  for  this  sum,  until 
it  is  paid  to  him.  Among  tbe  nine  millions 
eiven  as  ii  free  gift  by  the  King,  three  werd  stated 
by^  ihe  convention  of  1783  as  navidg  beeo  before 
1778.  Of  thcEO  three  the  United  Stales  had  the 
use  of  only  two;  and  it  is  of  that  which  is  wanting 
that  they  require  an  account  fritm  M.  de  Beau- 
marcbais. 

Although  the  nine  millions  in  question  have 
been  formally  acknowledged  to  have  been  re- 
ceived by  the  convention  of  25th  February,  178^ 
signed  by  the  American  Commissioners,  ana 
raiiGed  by  Congress;  and  although  this  public 
act  discbarges  M.  de  Beaumarcbais  from  all  ac- 
countability, nevertheless,  the  Government  of 
France,  in  order  to  fulfil  ine  claims  of  justice,  as 
well  as  the  desire  sf  the  United  States  to  know 
what  has  become  of  this  nillion,  caoses  its  Minis- 
ler  Plenipotentiary  to  declare: 

1st.  That  the  French  Government  has  always 
remained  a  stranger  to  all  the  mercantile  transac- 
tions of  M.  de  Babumarehais  with  the  United 
Stales. 

3d.  That  the  millicm  given  onthelOtb  of  June, 
1776,  to  the  said  Sienr  de  Beaumarcbais  was  for 
a  secret  political  service,  of  which  the  King  re* 
Tve^  to  himself  the  knowledge. 

3d.  That  the  account  of  the  employment  of  the 
said  million  was  presented  at  the  close  of  1776,  to 
the  King,  and  approved  by  him. 
'  4th.  Tnat  M.  de  Beaumarcbais  has  been  dis- 
charged from  it  by  His  Majesty  himself. 

5th.  And  lastly,  that  the  said  million  was  not 
given  on  account  of  his  supplies. 

This  declaration  confifros  those  which  have 
been  made  on  divers  occasions  by  M.  de  Vergen- 
nes  and  M'  Gerard,  as  well  to  the  Aaoertcan 
Ministers  in  France  as  to  Congress,  that  the 
French  Government  has  remained  a  stranger  to 
the  mercantile operationsofM.  de Beaumarehaia: 
and  that  he  became  a  creditor  of  the  United 
Slates  at  the  same  time  that  he  became  a  debtor 
of  the  King  for  the  articles  which  be  had  pei^ 
mission  to  take  from  his  arsenals,  and  which  be- 
came his  own  property. 

H.  de  Vergennes,  in  ordering  a  lefusal  to  lell 
to  whom  the  said  million  was  given,  and  in  caus- 
ing it  to  be  declared,  io  1786.  that  it  was  incon- 
venient to  tell,  proves  equally  that  it  waa  a  secret, 
and  that  the  said  million  was  given  on  accouat 
oi  the  supplies  of  M.  de  Beaumarcbais.  For,  to 
suppose  the  contrary,  would  be  to  think  that  this 
Minister  wished  a  million  more  10  be  paid  by  the 
United  States  to  M,  de  Beaumarcbais  than  was 
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dne  lo  him.    This  opitiioD  would  Bhoek  whi 
■oever  that  was  acquaiDied  wiih  the  probity  of 
M.  de  VergeDDes. 

ObjecUon.  "  It  is  urged,  in  behalf  of  the  claim- 
ant, that  it  ia  DOW  in  proof  that  the  mouey  war 
advanced  for  secret  services  of  a  political  na- 
ture. That  argument  could  not,  b^  the  officers 
of  the  Treasury,  be  taken  into  consi deration,  be- 
cause ther  were  bound  to  require  positire  proof  of 
the  application  of  the  money,  in  order  lo  credit 
M.  Beaumarchais  for  the  expenditure." 

Aniwer.  When  tbe  Treasury  debited  the 
count  of  M.  de  Beanmarchais  with  tbe  said  mil- 
lion, it  had  not  (he  declaratioD  of  tbe  Goveroment 
of  France  that  the  said  million  had  been  employed 
ina  political  secret  service,  and  had  not  been  gived 
no  account  of  supplies.  Now  this  circumstance 
ii  known,  it  may  balance  the  account.  It  can  be 
DO  more  disputed  that  the  Sing,  who  gave  the 
nine  millions,  had  the  power  of  employing  one  of 
them  towards  the  views  and  to  the  aaTantage  of 
the  CBDse  which  he  supported,  than  his  Ministers 
can  be  requiVed  lo  disclose  the  object  of  the  ser- 
vice in  which  it  was  employed ;  oecanse  it  is  a 


a  years  afterwards. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  so  well  per- 
suaded of  it,  that  he  says,  in  his  report,  ii  must 
be  observed  that  the  declaration  c^  tbe  French 
Government  should  be  taken  in  it*  strictly  literal 
sense. 

Afler  an  opinion  thus  expressed,  and  which 
manifests  the  respect  and  atienrion  we  owe  to  the 
declaration  of  a  GoTernEoeot,  it  is  justly  believed 
that  he  would  not  have  hesitated  to  strike  the 
balance  of  M-  Beaumarchais'  account  without 
comprising  in  it  the  uid  million,  if  he  had  not 
fonnd  himself  bound  by  the  premature  opiiiion  of 
hie  predeceuqrt,  and   by  the  limitation  of  hi* 

Objection.  "  Nor  would  it  be  extraordinary  that 
an  advance  made  in  1776.  in  order  to  enable  an  in- 
dividual to  fnritish  warlike  supplies  to  the  United 
States,  should  have  been  considered  by  the  French 
Qovernmeni  a*  an  expense  for  a  secret  political 

Aoawer.  Did  the  Qovernmeni  of  Prance  keep 
it  as  a  secret  from  the  United  Stales  that  it  had 
given  permission  to  H.  Beaumarchais  to  obtain 
cannon,  musket*,  &«.,  from  the  magasiaes  of  the 
Kine?    No. 

Why  therefore,  would  it  have  made  a  secret  of 
this  miitioQ,  if  it  had  been  given  for  the  tame 
articles  t 

Can  it  be  supposed  that  the  King  gave  a  mil- 
lien  to  pay  himself  7 

It  will  not  be  disputed  that,  at  the  epoch  of  the 
Treaty  of  1778,  which  united  the  two  Powers, 
there  remained  no  longer  any  secret  about  M.  de 
Beaamarchais  having;  belbre  thia  tim^,  furnished 
eannon,  muskei»,  &c.,  taken  from  the  magazines 
of  the  King.  The  arms  of  France  eagrav^  upon 
Ikesa  pieces  puUisked  ihe  secret. 

The  Coaveotion  of  1783,  openly  avowed  that 


ihreemillions,  gratuitouily  given  by  the  King, 
had  been  given  before  tbe  Treaty  of  1778. 

Thus  the  desiinsiion  of  the  million  given  on 
the  lOih  of  June,  1776,  must  be  looked  upon  ai 
very  extraordinary,  and  -as  a  secret ;  and  it  can- 
not, with  justice,  be  debited  to  M.  de  Beaumar- 
chais on  account  of  his  supplies. 

Objection.  "It  is  further  objected,  ibatM.  de 
Beaumarchais,  having  fairly  Bccoantea  to  his  own 
Government,  and  to  their  satisfaction,  for  the  ap- 

Slication  of  that  million,  must  be  conridered  at 
ischarged  from  any  accoonlahility  to  the  Uni- 
ted States." 

Answer.  Is  it  correct  to  «ay,  that  an  aeconnt- 
ability  is  not  due  to  a  third  party  not  named  in 
the  deed  or  obligation? 

If  this  principle  cannot  be  bronght  into  doab^ 
M.  de  Beaumarchais,  or  rather  the  Oovemment 
of  France,  says, M.de  Beaomarchaishas  received 
from  me  a  million,  for  which  he  ia  to  aeeouot  to 
me  ;  he  has  rendered  this  account  to  me,  1  have 
approved  it,  and  I  have  given  him  a  discharge. 

The  transcript  of  this  receipt  will  demonstrate 
to  conviction  the  truth  as  well  as  the  jtistice  of 
what  has  been  jnsi  advanced. 

Ctopy  of  the  rtceipl. 

"  I  have  received  from  M.  du  Va^er,  agree- 
ably to  the  orders  which  have  been  given  to  bjm 
by  the  Count  de  Vergenne*,  on  the  5ih  enrreni, 
the  sum  of  a  million,  of  which  I  will  render  an 
account  to  my  said  Sieur  de  Vergennes. 

"At  Paris,  the  10th  June,  1776. 

"CARON  DE  BEAUMARCHAIS." 

From  whom  did  M.  de  Beaumarchaii  receive 
a  million,  according  lo  ibis  receipt? 

From  M.  de  Vergennes,  by  the  hands  of  U.  dn 

To  whom  did  his  awn  receipt,  and  the  will  of 
him  who  gave  him  the  -million,  impow  upon  him 
the  obligation  of  accountingi 

To  M.  de  Vergennes. 

Who  received  this  account? 

M.  De  Vergenne*. 

Who  approved  of  the  account,  and  gave  H.  de 
Beaumarchais  a  dischaige? 

The  King  himself,  who  gave  the  said  millioa, 
and  who  oHeied  the  destination  of  it 

The  candor  and  Ihe  justice  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  equally  oppose,  after  this  expositioa 
of  the  said  receipt  the  demand  of  an  aeconnt  at 
the  said  million  from  M.  de  Bean  marc  hais ;  for, 
if  even  tbe  account  had  not  been  rendered  to  the 
Government  of  France,  do  power,  no  person,  un- 
less he  was  delegated  to  it*  right*  by  a  special 
power,  coflld  demand  it;  for  M.deBeinmarchais, 
by  his  billet,  is  made  a  debtor  of  the  OovemEaeat 
of  France ;  nnd,  if  it  bad  been  otherwise,  be  might 
as  well  have  been  the  debtor  of  any  other  Power, 
or  any  other  person,  as  of  the  United  Btatea. 
*  JfM.De  Beaumarchais  were  paid  by  the  United 
States,  does  the  Secreury  of  tbe  Treasury  think 
thai,  possessed  of  his  original  receipt,  he  eonU 

Erosecute  him  before  any  court  of  jastice,  and 
ope  to  recover  the  amount  contained  in  the  mid 
— ipt? 
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If  bis  opiaioD  should  be  in  the  affiraiaiire,  what 
risk  would  the  Uniied  States  run  ia  paying  the 
BesmDudiaisfftinily'?  because  they  would  be  cer- 
tain Dfrecoreriae  what  the;  paid. 

To  start  a  doubt,  and  yet  draw  from  thin  doubt 
a  conclusioD  in  youi  favor,  is  contrary  to  justice; 
BDd,  by  remoTiDg  the  doubt,  we  reroore  the  eon- 
■eqaencM. 

M.  de  Beaumarchais,  br  hi*'  oblipttton,  is  ae- 
coQniable  oolr  to  the  Ooreroment  of  France. 
Tha  abore  oDMrraliona  prove  it  to  a  demcu' 
■tratioD. 

Objeciloa.  "It  is  evident  that,  if  he  was  right- 
fully chargped  by  the  United  States  for  that  sum, 
it  is  to  them,  and  not  to  the  French  Gorernment, 
that  he  is  accountable:  The  solemn  declaration 
that  the  million  was  a  gratuitous  gift  lo  the  Uni- 
ted States,  seems  inconsistent  with  the  supposi- 
tion that  it  was  not  applied  as  an  aid  and  suovdv, 
but  given  without  their  knowledge  to  an  individ- 
ual, responsible  for  tis  applicstioD,  not  to  the  Qov- 
eromeDi  who  had  received,  but  to  that  who  gave, 
the  NihRidy." 

Answer.  He  ha&  rendered  this  account,  the  King 
lias  approved  il,and  he  has  been  discharged  from 
it  The  million  was  given  for  a  political  secrel 
service.  Why  would  not  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  wish  to  look  opoa  tSe  destination  of  the 
Kinjf  given  to  that  one  of  the  nine  millions  which  ii 
missing  at  an  aid  and  »ubtidy,  because  this  des- 
tioaiioti  (which  is  a  secret,  and  will  always  re- 
main one)  can  have  no  other  object  than  to  favoi 
the  views  and  to  assure  the  advantages  to  the 
United  States,  and  may  be  denominated  aid  and 
nbndy? 

The  present  Oovemmenl  of  Franoe  has  made 
all  possible  research,  inorder  to  enlighten  its.,equi- 


ty  and  its  justice  in  <n  affiiii  which  interests  a 
family,  whose  head  employed  all-  the  fortune 
which  he  ought  to  have  left  it  to  the  support  of 


the  American  c: 


;  and  it  is,  afler  the  most 
1  that  this  sum  is  due  to  M. 
Beaumarcbais,  that  it  has  charged  its  Minister 
Penipoteotiarv  to  declare  anew,  that  the  millioo 
given  on  the  10th  June,  1776,  to  M.  de  Beavmar- 
chaia  was  employed  in  a  secret  s^vice;  that  an 
account  of  it  has  been  rendered  to  the  King,  and 
approved  by  him ;  and  that  it  was  not  jgiveo  on 
account  of  supplies  furnished  by  the  said.Beau- 
matehais  to  the  United  States. 

TURRBAC. 
WaHHiUQTOK,  Jamtary  U,  1807. 


PATENT  OF  OLITBR  BVAN8. 


[Communicated  to  C«iigTMi,D«csnb«t  13,1806.] 
lb  fAe  hanarable  the  Seaate  and  Haute  tf  BepntiMt- 

attMt  of  the   Uniltd  SttOit,  tie  ptHiian  of  yeur 

petitimttr  rttftttfitUy  thawik  : 

That  your  petitioner  invented  many  oaernl  im- 
provements on  the  art  of  maBufaBinring  of  floor 
and  meal,  for  which  he  obtained  a  patent  dated 
7lh  Jaauary,  1791,  which  txpired  on  the  7lh  Juti< 
aiy  Uat. 


That  f  OUT  petitioner  has  experienced  great  and 
tforeseen  di£cuUies  in  the  introduction  of  his 
id  improvemenls,  the  millers  being  unwilling 
risk  lae  expense  until  fuUy  convinced  of  their 
utility  by  seeing  them  long  and  successfully  used 
by  others;  ana  many  delayed  until  your  peti- 
tioner's patent  has  expired, although  the  improva- 
ments  were  proved  lo  be  of  great  utility  by  all  who 
have  used  them.  Also,  the  whole  exieat  of  coun- 
try which  your  petitionee  and  bis  agent  have  been 
ouiged  to  traverse,  lo  make  known  nis  inventioiu, 
direct  iheir  ereciioa,  and  make  collections,  has 
cwsumed  the  greatest  part  of  the  sums  he  has 
been  able  to  collect ;  wherebr  the  patriotic  inten- 
tion of  Congress,  in  passing  tde  patent  lawwhere- 
in  they  contemplated  that  the  ioveuior  of  a  usefal 
improTemeni  should  be. well  rewarded,  has  in  this 
case  been  completely  I'lusiratsd;  so  far  that  yoor 
petitioner  can,  with  safety,  say  that  be  has  already 
expended  more  than  (he  net  profits  arising  from 
his  invention,  in  bringing  forward  anotber  and  fat 
useful  discovery  and  improvement  on  steam 
„_jes,  the  principles  of  which  are  ex Irenely  ab- 
struse and  difficult  to  investigate,  and  has  been 
very  expensive,  in  the  experiments  neceasary  to 
put  (hem  in  practice  or  operation,  so  as  to  be  ap- 
plied as  a  substitute  for  wateriUls  in  all  casea 
where  power  may  be  wanted  to  move  machinery, 
from  the  power  of  one  man  to  that  of  one  hundred 
horses.  Also  to  a  great  variety  of  purpose*  to 
which  the  engines  heretofore  kna«n  could  not  he 
applied  with  profi(;  even  to  propel  boats  agaiuM 
the  current  of  the  Mississippi  aad  carriages  on 
turnpike  roads ;  because  his  ensines  are  from  five 
to  ten  times  mote  powerful  than  others,  in  pn»- 
portion  to  their  size  and  weight.  But'large  sums 
are  still  necessary  to  be  expended  to  bring  into 
general  use  this  invention,  as  it  will  meet  with 
similar  diffictiliies  and  delays^  unless  your  peti- 
tioner be  enabled  to  supply  it  himself  to  several 
of  the  [uirposes  for  which  it  is  so  well  adapted. 
And  also  to  compose  and  publish  a  new  and  ex- 
pensive work  explaining  the  principles  and  oon~ 
BtiUctioB  of  his  said  improved  engine,  by  many 
expensive  eiigravings,  wUhoti(  wbicn  this,  as  well 
as  others  which  he  will  mention,  can  progress  but 
extremely -slow. 

Yonr  petitioner,  long  since,  found  it  prudent  to 
restrain  his  strong  propensity  foi  making  im- 
provements, and  to  confine  them  lostKh  arts  only 
as  he  was  immediately  eogagod  in;  and  to  maka 
it  a  role  (hat  no  more  than  the  profits  arisine  frtim 
the  inventions  he  had  already  toade  ahouldlM  ^- 
plied  to  defray  the  espeitse  of  new  ones. 

During  the  American  Revolution,  he  engaged 
io  making  wire,  also  wool  and  cotton  cards.  Hit 
improvements  io  those  arts  were  profitable  to  him 
for  a  short  time.  When  be  eomraeneed  tjie 
manufacluriiiK  of  fiour  in  the  year  1784,  he  wu 
led  to  makehis  improvetoeots  on  that  art;  ha 
theji  and  at  that  time  conceived  the  princijileB  by 
whieik  he  has  now'  improved  the  steam  engine,  birt 
Waited  uDtil  the  profits  arising  from  his  other  im- 
provements on  the  manufacture  of  flour  should 
be  safficient  to  defray  the  expense  of  experiments 
I  to  make  the  impcoiementt  on  steam  engine^ 
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which,  afier  bein^  «llppr«ssed  forserenleeD  years, 
ud  ruDDiDg  the  risk  of  being  totnlly  lost,  he  com- 
menced in  the  year  1801,  and,  at  the  expense  of 
$3,700,  iDclndias  bis  own  time,  at  last  redaoed  to 
practice. 

Yoor  petitioner  finds  his  knowledge  on  this 
subject  m>  much  eoUt^ed,  that  he  has  conceired 
■tilf  greater  improvements  od  steam  engines  and 
olber  arts  intimxtel;  connected,  which  be  has  not 
yet  put  in  practice;  that  is,  to  canse  steam  en- 

£1nee  to  last  much  longer,  incrMse  their  power, 
t  them  for  peculiar  pnrpoies,  and  lessen  their 
wnsnmption  of  fuel  to  abont  one-fonrth  ;  draw- 
ings and  written  explanalionfi  of  which  he  pr»- 
Kred  and  prfsented  for  tbc  inspection  of  your 
non  last  seuion.  and  which  be  deposited  in  the 
Patent  Office ;  choosing  rather  (o  communieate 
his  discoveries  than  snffer  them  to  be  lost.-  He 
does  not  hesitate  to  declare  his  sanguine  expeo- 
Mlions  are,  that  when  till  these  imptovemeotB,  jn 
addition  to  those  he  has  already  made,  ore  put  in 
openlion  and  ^eneraUy  used,  that  they  wilt,  in 
this  country,  daily  save  the  labor  of  one  hundred 
thousand  men.  Under  such  impressions  as  these, 
ha  cannot  wiJIingly  reliotfuiah  the  pursuit  of  the 
Bocans  of  twinging  tbem  into  operation,  without 
injury  to  himself,  while  there  remains  a  gleam  of 
hope. 

Your  petitioner  coneeires  that  the  profits  that 
wonld  arise  from  the  exclusive  right  of  his  own 
inrentions  for  feboiher  term,  woald  enable  him  to 
»priy— 
1.  For  the  introduction  of  his  steam 

engine     -       •        .        •        -        -  $3,000  00 
8.  Pordefraying  the  expense  of  experi- 
ments to  put  in  operation  his  new 
principle  to  the  furiner  improvement 
of  steam  engines  and  other  arts        -    3,000  00 
3.  For  composing  and  publiabingsnew 
mrk.  to  beentilled  ute  Young  Steam 
Engineer'*  Guide,  with  maDy  en-  - 
craving  explaining  the  prineijnes  of 
nis  rarioui  inventions      -        .        .    3,00 

Making,  in  all,  which  be  wrshes  to  ex- 
pend for'those  nsefal  puiposw  -        -»9,00i 


Yonr  petitioner,  noi  doubting  but  that  your 
honorable  bodies  will  be  disposed  to  protect  him 
in  the  enjoyment  of  his  oWn  inventions,  m  long- 
as  it  may  appear  likely  to  be  the  means  of  bring- 
ing into  use  more  osefol  improvements,  the  great 
expense  of  which  must  be  defrayed  from  some 
source,  he  has  therefore  made  the  above  state- 
ment, and  prays  for  an  extension  of  his  patent  for 
his  improrementa  on  the  art  of  manuftoturing 
flour  and  meal  for  snch  terra  as  you,  in  yonr  wis- 
dom, may  deem  best,-  but  securing  to  those  who 
have  already  purchased  the  privilege  of  him 
tbeirrightof  usiogthesaid  imfmiremevts.  This 
wotild  enable  yonr  petitioner  to  collect  the  sums 
with  fKtiter  facility  already  da»  him  for  the  use 
of  said  improvements,  which  will  not  otherwise 
he  wotth  the  expense  trf'  collecting,  being  scattered 
orer  the  Dniied  SUies,  and  wbioh,  added  to  what 
might  heeome  dne,  might  b«  aufficietu  for  hie  in- 


tended purposes.  And  yonr  pelitwner,  on  his 
lert,  promises  faithfully  to  exert  bis  abilities  to 
iring  to  perfection  and  into  use  his  said  improve 
nents,  and  to  compose  and  publish  his  inieaded 

new  work,  as  he  may  be  enabled  bo  to  da 

OLIVER  ETAN& 


[ComniaQicalad  to  the  Honse,  Febrnny  IS,  IMS.] 
Mr.  SpiLDiitQ  made  the  following  report :  TT« 
comjaittee  to  -^bom  was  referred  the  memorial 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  rerowt- 
ing  disputed  limits  between  (hat  State  and  the 
State  oiPVorth  Oa  rot  in  a.  having  taken  into  coo- 
sideratioo  the  nfatterof  the  said  memorial,  as  wrU 
as  siich  information  as  the  documents  attached  to 
the  memorial,  and  former  reports  made  to  this 
House,  afibrd,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  (bTlowing 
report: 

Between  the  latitude  of  thirty-five  degreesooith, 
which  is  the  tonthern  boundary  claimed  by  Horth 
Caroiina,  Bnd  the  northern  tMundary  of  QcorgiL 
as  settled  by  a  convention  between  that  State  and 
South  Caroliiia,iniervenesa  tract  of  country  sup- 
posed to  be'  about  twelve  miles  wide  from  north 
to  south,  and  extending  in  length  from  the  west- 
em  boundary  of  Georgia,  at  Nicajack  creek,  on 
the  Tennessee,  to  her  northeastern,  limits  on  the 
Togeto.  This  tract  was,  consequently  within 
the  limits  of  South  Carolina;  and  in  the  yeat 
1787  it  was  ceded  to  the  United  States,  who  ac- 
cepted the  cession.  This  territory  lemained  In 
possession  of  the  United  Slates  until  1802,  when 
it  was  ceded  to  the  State  of  Georgia.  Prom  the 
most  correct  ioformaiioa  relative  to  the  said  ter- 
ritory, it  appears  that  it  is  inhabited  by  about 
eight  hundred  souts ;  and  to  adopt  the  words  ofa 
former  report,  it  is  not  shown  at  what  praiod  they 
made  the  settlemtnit,  nor  had  they  any  title  to  the 
land  on  which  they  settled  and  made  improTC- 
ments.  No  such  ntle,  indeed,  could  have  been 
created,  as'thosc  lands  remained  withm  the  bona- 
dary  of  the  Cherokees  until  the  year  1798,  vriies 
a  part  of  this  territorv  was  purchased  by  a  treaty 
held  at  Telllco.  It  does  not  appear  that  the  lines 
that  bound  the  tract  of  land.in  question,  and  divide 
it  from  Caronna,  have  ever  been  established  bj 
public  authority. 

After  the  transfVr  of  (his  territory  by  th«  Uoi- 
ted  Stales  to  Qeorgis,  the  Legislature  of  chat  State, 
in  compliance  wiro  the  request  of  those  self-gov- 
erned people,  praying  thai  they  might  be  aUa^wed 
to  parDcipate  in  the  civil  rights  enjoyed  in  com- 
mon bv  the  people  of  the  United  Statu,  passed 
an  act  in  the  year  1B03,  ta  organize  the  inhabited 
part  of  the  territory,  and  to  form  it  intoacottnty; 
Butbotizing,  at  the  seme  time,  the  Governor  m 
appoint  commisstoner«  to  meet  inch  commissian- 
ere  as  should  be  appointed  by  the  Qovernment  of 
North  Carolina,  to  ascertain  and  plainly  mark  the 
line  dividing  the  territory  from  North  Caioliaau 
The  Qovemot  (tf  North  -Carolina  expmaed  a 
readiness  to  accede  to  the  proposition,  uads  the 
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vn 


provisioiu  ofsformei  act  of  tlie  Legisl&ti 
that  Stale,  but  cIoKS^<i  ffit-ii  >  conditioa  which 
the  L^alaiure  of  North  Caroliaa  refuKd  lo  di 
pari  from, and  which  the  L^islacute  of  Qeorgi 
refused  to  accede  to.  Her  reason  edbv  be  fouiiif i_ 
a  letter  fiont  Oeueral  Pickeni,  of  the  State  of 
South  Carolina,  attached  to  ^  report  made  to  this 
Honse  respectiiig  that  territorf  while  the  property 
of  th«  United  States.  The  letter  states,  (bat  be- 
fore ibe~peopU  doit  inhabiting  l^al  lerritorp  set- 
tled OD  the  land,  it  was  suireyed,  and  grants 
obtained  for  most  part  of  it  from  the  Stale  of 
North  Carolina,  and  probablf  by  men  who  cared 
little  whether  the  land  was  within  the  Indian 
claim  or  Ibe  liioili  of  South  Caroliaa.  Your 
committee  eonceire  that  they  have  no  right  lo 
enter  into  the  feelings  of  either  of  the  parties,  or 
to  pronounce  upon  the  justice  of  the  condition 
made  by  North  Carolina  on  the  one  part,  or  its 
rejeciioa  by  Qeotgia  on  the  other ;  and  have,  ihere- 
fsre,  eoitfi Bed  their  attenlion.  to  ibat  palt  of  the 
memorial  which  calls  vpoD.Congtess  to  define  aiul 
mark  out  the  thirty-fifth  degree  of  latitude,  the 
line  which  Horth  Carolio*  admiia  lo  bound  her 
State  npon  tha  soitth,  and  north  of  which  Oeor- 
giacaDnaTenoclaim  of  territory.  Yonr<.  .  .._. 
tm,  after  ^tiog  tor'  this  pdiat  the  most  delibermte 
coasideranon,  are  of  opinion  that  the  United  Stales 
are  bound  ia  good  faith  to  use  tbeii  friendir  d£- 
ees  with  the  State  of  North  Carolina  for  obtain- 
ing an  amicable  adjnstment  of  the  linilts  of  the 
territory  which  they  bare  traiM&Red  to  Qeorgia, 
in  all  parti  wbdic  asch  liaila.  may  be  disputed. 
Your  eoMBitlee,  thenfore,  big  leave  to  oSat  the 
foUowing  leaolutioD: 
Aeaohie<^  Thai  the  Preaideitt  <d  tha  Unit«d 


to  meet  mcb  eommiMionflca  a*  may  ba  appointed 
by  the  States  of  North  CamliQa  and  .G«orzi*i  for 
t&epuipoaeofaMenaiaiac  aad  maniBg  the  liae 
whidk  divide*  th«  territory  tiKoafened  br  thr 
Uaited  Gkaw  la  XSeetgtarfrom  North  CardliBB. 

In  thk  HonsB  or  Repb., 

Friday  Nov.  29, 1805. 
7^  Memoriel^tht  L^laiure  of  the  State  of  Geor- 
gia to  the  Congrat  of  the   Viuttd  Slaiet,  rapect- 

That,  by  the-  aecond  article  of  the  articles  of 
agreemaot  and  cession,  entered  into  the  twenty- 
fourth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  buadred 
and  two,  b«tweea  the  commissioDcrs  appointed 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States  and  the  commis- 
■ioDcra  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Slate  of  Qeor- 
gia,  the  uaited  Slates  ceded  to  tha  State  of  Oeor- 
yia  whaierer  claims,  right,  or  title  they  had  to  the 
joriadiGlion  or  aoil  in  any  of  the  lands  lyiitg  with- 
in the  United  Slates,  and  otit  of  tha  proper  boun- 
daries of  any  other  States,  and  situated  south  of 
tbe  aonihem  benodarte*  of  (he  Btaiea  af  Tcatie&- 
see.  North  aad  South  Caroliaa,  and  east  of  the 
eastern  boundary  of  the  territory  ceded  by  Geor- 
gia to  the  United  Siatei,'  in  the  first  artkk  of  the 
said  articles  of  agreement  and  cession ;  which  terri- 


gia  on  the  sixteenth  day  of  Jane,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  two.  From  the  most  correct 
infonaation  which  has  been  collected  relatire  to 
the  said  territory,  it  appears  that  it  is  inhabited  bf 
about  eight  hundred  souls,  orer  whom  (he  State 
of  North  Carolina  had  never  claimed  or  exercised 
juii8dictioD,hBdueTerde[U8ndedorreceiTedcontri- 
butioDS  from  them,  nor  ezteoded  theprotecting  am 
of  Qorernmenl  (o  (hem.  The  State  of  Georgia, 
solicitous  to  aSbrd  that  protection  and  aeeority 
which  is  due  from  the  Oovernmeol  to  its  citizens, 
in  compliance  with  the  humble  and  earnest  re- 
quest of  those  self-f;aTBraed  people,  preying  that 
ihev  might  be  admitted  to  participate  in  tha  nat- 
ural and  civil  rights  enjoyed  by  tne  test  of  their 
fellow-citizens,  OQ  tbe  tenth  of  December,  one 
thoujand  eight  hundred  and  three,  passed  an  act 
to  orgaaise  the  inhabited  parts  of  the  naid  terri- 
tory, and  farmed  it  into  a  county,  by  the  name  of 
'n^alton ;  and  by  the  said  act  authorized  the  ap- 
pointmeat  of  commissioners  (o  meet  any  commit 
sioners  who  might  be  appointed  by  North  Caro- 
liaa, to  aecerlaiu  and  plainly  mark  the  linedind- 
ing  the  two  States  westward  of  the  western  booa- 
daryofthe  State  of  South  Caroliaa,  the  eastera 
boundary  of  Tennessee.  This  act  was  transmit- 
ted by  the  Goveraor  of  Georgia  to  the  OoTernor 
of  North  Caroliaa,  with  assurances  of  his  readi- 
ness, to  appoint  the  said  commissioners.  The  Qor- 
eriu>r  of  North  Carolina,  under  the  prorisioasof 
an  act  of  the  {legislature  of  that  Stale,  passed  the 
seventh  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  three,  for  appointing  commissioners  to  extend 
the  boundary  Ime  of  the  said  Stale  and  Soath 
CaroliDa,  eiprcMed  a  readinees  to  appoiat  com- 
missioners to  act  in.  conjunction  with  those  who 
should  be  appointed  OD  the  part  of  Georeia,  pro- 
vided the  running  «f  the  line  should  not  i^ect  the 
titles  of  those  vho  held  land  in  the  said  territory 
under  the  granU  of  the  said  Sute.  To  this  pro- 
vision the  Qovetnor  o(  Georgia  coold  not  accede 
and  the  ascertaining  and  running  the  line  was 
neeessariir  postponed  until  legislatira  iuterfeF- 
eoce  shoul^remore  the  difficulty.  After  the  fail- 
ure of  the  aloreaaid  application,  the  Goreraor  of 
Georgia  proceeded  (o  orgaaiza  tne  couoly  of  Wal- 
I,  and  to  extend  the  fostering  hand  of  Govern- 
int  t6  the  inhabitants  thereof.  At  this  crisis  aa 
attempt  was  made  by  a  few  turbnleiit  oersoas  to 


prevent  the  operation  of  the  laws  of  Ckoi^  la 
that  territory,  allegins  that  the  jurisdiction  ot 


torjr  aa  ceded  was  accepted  by  the  State  of  Qeof  |  Oeoq^ia  as  well  as  South  Carolina,  but  cl<vs^ 


North  Carolina  eiTended  over  tlie  gieWer  part 
thereof  J  but  the  eouaty  was  so  far  organized, 
that  an  election  was  holden  for  represantativea, 
who  took  their  seats  in  the  last  Legislature  of  this 
Stale.  To  obviate  all  existing  differences  between 
the  two  Stales,  the  Legislature  of  GeurgiaidiiriBg 
their  last  ajioual  session,  on  the  tenth  of  Decemr 
ber,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  four,  passed 
a  second  act  fw  the  appoiiitmeat  of  eonniBionr 
ers  to  co-operate  with  those  who  might  be  a^ 
pointed  by  North  Carolina,  theLegislatur«irhe[»- 
of  also  passed  an  act,  at  their  last  an nnal  session, 
to  extend  the  provisions  of  their  act  of  one  tboo- 
wod  eight  hundred  and  thtee,  so  far  as  to  include 
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with  the  same  prorisiao  as  fothe  legalitf  aflbeir 
giBDia.  These  iwu  tasl-mentioned  acts  hare  hfea 
mpecliTel;  Irausniiiied  by  the  Execviive  of  FHcb 
Slate  10  ibat  of  the  other,  and  explanations  have 
been  reciprocally  made,  the  result  of  which  was 
B  declantlion  on  the  pari  of  the  Governor  ofNortb 
Carolina,  that  although  that  Stale  did  Dot  clajm 
jurisdiction  over  the  territory  acqai red  by  Oeor-, 
gia  from  the  United  Slates,  yet  she  would  not  per- 
mit the  line  to  be  run,  or  the  Stale  of  Georgia  to 
exercise  jurisdiction  over  the  said  territory  atid 
citizens,  unless  the  grants  of  thedesctiption  afore- 
laid  should  be  previously  acknowledged  to  be 
valid  by  ihe  State  of  Georgia.  This  provision 
-was  by  the  Governor  of  Georgia  held  inadinissi- 
ble,  and  no  commissioners  have  been  appointed. 
During  the  last  recess  of  the  Legislatures  of  the 
two  State;,  a  number  of  disorderly  and  lawless 
persona,  acting,  or  pretending  to  act,  dnder  the 
authority  of  North  Carolina,  have  invaded  the 
light*  of  the  good  ciiizeDs  of  Walton  county, 
and  committed  the  most  cruel  outrages  against 
their  persons  and  property,  have  drazged  a. num- 
ber 01  them  from  iheir  peaceful  habitations,  and 
lodged  them  in  the  public  jails  of  that  State  ;  aud, 
by  their  violence  and  oppression,  have  compeHed 
the  wretched  inhabitants  of  that  Territory  to  aban- 
don their  habitations,  and  By  from  tbeir  oppres 
sort,  across  the  mountains,  into  the  Stale  of  South 
Carolina,  and  the  western  counties  of  Georgia. 
Such  is  the  dispersed  situation  of  the  inhabitants, 
and  so  complete  is  the  state  of  disorganization 
which  prevails  in  Walton  county,  that  it  is  ' 
Ibis  moment  unrepresented'h  the  Legislatufe 
Ihe  State. 

Id  rejecting  Ihe  proTJsion  contained  in  ihb  a_ 
of  North  Carolina,  the  Legislature  of  Georgia 
conceive  tbat  they  have  consalled  the  true  ioieresl 
of  Ihe  citizens  of  and  residents  in  ihat  territory, 
'«  very  small  namber  of  whom,  if  any,  hold  land 
under  tbe  State  of  North  Carolina.  To  accede  to 
the  jiropositioD  of  North  Carolina  would  be  im- 
nrorident  and  unjust;  improvident,  because  the 
"01816  of  Oeorgia  has  paid  a  valuable  cotuidera- 
tion  for  every  acre  of  land  in  that  territory;  un- 

J'nst,  because  tbe  Legislature  of  Georgia  are  in- 
brmed  that  large  grants  have  issued  to  specula- 
tors and  moDopolixera,  not  only  for  the  roost  pari 
of  that  territory  the  Indian  title  to  which  is  ex- 
tinguished, but  for  a  great  part  of  that  which  is 
now  the  property  of  the  aborigines. 

The  Legislatnre  of  Oeorgia,  through  every  suc- 
cessive stage  of  these  froiiless  transactions,  have 


These  apiJieations  hare  faiW  to  produce  the  de- 
aired  effect.  It  is  with  sincere  regret  that  Ihe 
Legislature  of  Georgia  feels  itself  constrained  to 
tpproaeh  tbe  representatives  of  the  ualion.'and 
apply  Id  the  justice  of  tbe  Supreme  Legislature 
of  the  Union. 

The  Legislature  of  Oeoi^ia  are  impressed  wllb 
tbe  moat  Mcmn  cmiTiciion  that  this  applicttion  to 


(be  National  Government  is  the  only  mode  whieb 
is  now  left  them  to  pursue,  aud  the  only  source 
from  which  they  can  expect  *  terrainatiaa  of  the 
contest  between  the  two  States ;  Ihey  therefore 
eotreat  the  Congress  of  tbe  United  States  to 
interpose,  and  cause  the  tbirty-flfth  degree  of  north 
latitude  to  be  aseeriained,  and  the  line  between 
the  two  States  to  be  plainly  marked.  This  will 
pleielv  terminate  tbe  question  of  jurisdietioit 
between  the  two  States,  as  Nertb  Carolina  nerei 
contended  that  her  jurisdiction  or  limits  extended 
south  of  the  thirty  fifib  degree  of  north  latitude, 
and  Georgia  has  never  claimed  jurisdictioa  north 
of  that  line. 

ABRAHAM  JACKSON, 
SpralKroftheamtt. 

In  tbb  HonsE  or  Reps., 

Friday,  Nov.  39,  ISOS. 
Betolixd,  ThathisBxeellency.theGovemorbet 
and  he  is  hereby,  requested  to  traosmit  tbe  foie 


the  Executive  of  ihit  State  and  ihe  Exeeative  of 
the  Stale  of  North  Carolina,  to  the  Congreaa  of 
the  United  States,  with  copies  of  the  aevcnl  law* 
passed  by  this  Slate  appertaining  theido. 

Copj  of  a  letter  to  His  Excellency  Jsinea  Tniaer. 
ExBouTiv^  Depabtmbiit, 

laMMvOU,  Ga.,_Dec.  16, 1803. 

Sib:  I  hare  the  hoB<»  to  tranainil  your  Bzeel* 
lency  an  extract  of  a  law  passed  by  the  Legiala- 
tnre  of  this  Stale  on  the  10th  iBaiauI. 

Yoawillfindftexptessivsof  awiabjon  ibeparl 
of  ibis  QoveTDment,  to  have  lbs  dividing  line 
between  your  State  and  the  Biate  of  Soath  Caio- 
Kna  extended  north  of  the  Blue  Ridge — Geoma 
having  acqui?ed  Ihe  lerri lory  which  waa  ceded  by 
Sooth  Carolina  to  the  Oeneral  GoTenuoen^  ai^ 
uated  south  of  tbe  southern  bonndariea  of  north 
Carolina  and  Tennesaee. 

Within  that  tract  of  country  are  fonnd  many 
seitlets,  and  it  is  necessary  that  government  sbonla 
be  extended  over  them.  I  have  to  request  you, 
iherefore,  to  lay  the  extract  of  the  law  before  the 
Legislature  of  your  State,  in  order  that  a  co-oper- 
ation of  measures  maybe  bsd  in  fixing  tbe  line  of 
demarcation  between  our  States,  On  beingap- 
prized  of  the  steps  lahen  by  North  Cartdioa  oa  tba 
subject,  I  shall  appoint  cortimissioner«,  and  attend 
to  such  Brrangements  as  may  be  necessary  fot  cnr- 
ryiny  the  object  wishei^for  into  effecL 

With  high  consideration  and  respect,  I  have  the 
boner  to  be  your  Excellency's  most  obedient  acf- 
vant,  JOHN  MILLEDQB. 


C«p7  of  a  Mier  to  Hii  EraUaiu?  Janea  Tmnei. 
Raleiob,  FebruaTy  25, 1804. 

Sib:  Your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  15ib  of 
December  ta»t,  with  its  enclosure,  has  been  dnly 
received,  but  not  until  after  the  Lf»islatare  of  thia 
State  bu  risen.   Tbe  enclosed  anthenticatod  copy 
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of  an  act  of  ibe  Osoenl  Assembly  of  North  Car- 
olina waa  pawed  to  meet  the  wishes  of  tbe  State 
of  South  Carolioa  respeeiing'  bouodarf ,  and  to 
settle  ■  dispute  od  that  sabject  that  has  subsisted 
for  maajr  fears. 

As  a  provisioD  b  made  in  that  act  for  extend- 
ing  the  line  between  Noiih  and  South  Carolina, 
ontil  the  same  shall  intersect  the  eastern  line  of 
the  State  of  Tennessee,  (the  Legislatiue  not  ad- 
rerting,  it  is  presumed,  to  [he  circnmstaoce  of  the 
western  parts  of  South  Carolina  having  become 
a  part  of  Oeorgia.)  I  am  of  opinion  thai  the  eom- 
misiioners  on  beiialf  of  tkis  State,  aflei  hsTine 
extended  the  line  between  this  State  and  South 
Carolina,  with  commissioners  appoiated  by  that 
State,  to  the  western  extremiif  thereof,  will  have 
the  right,  under  the  law,  toeztend,  with  commis- 
sioners appointed  bjr  yonr  Bzcellency,  tbe  satne 
from  thence  to  the  eastern  boandary  of  the  Stale 
ot  Tennessee. 


law  of  this  State  will  anlharlze  the  Coi 
ers  appelated  under  that  law  to  fix  the  line  of 
demarcation  between  our  Stales,  it  will. be  desir- 
able that  commissioners  should  be  sent  forward 
at  the  same  time, that  those  of  South  Carolina 
may  meet  those  of  ibis  State,  as  ■bereby-a.eon* 
siderable  sari og  of  expense  would  be  made  to 
North  Carolina,  'without  any  additional  expense 

VMt  Excellencjr  thaH  be  informed  oT the  Ami 
and  woe  of  meeting  of  the  Conunissioners  of 
this  Stile,  and  tfaose  of  Sooth  Caiolina,  should 
that  State  hare  made  prorisioos  to  co.operatftin 
tbe  abotfe-roeniioned  measares. 

Your  Excellenc]y  will  pardon  a  seeming  delay 
in  not  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  youn  at  an 
earlier  day ;  being  in  daily  expectation  of  hear- 
ing frona  the  Qovernor  of  Sonth  Carolina  on  the 
same  subject,  was  t!ie  reason  it  was  postponed. 

I  bsTe  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration 
and  respect,  your  Excellenev's  most  obedient 
serrant,  J.  TURNER. 

Ooventor  MiLLanea, 

Copy  of  the  Aet  of  North  Caro&na,  aUaded  to  tn  the 

,  letta  of  Gocatior  Turner. 
An  Act  appointing  CotDmisaioner*  to  extend  the  boun- 
dary line  of  this  8ute,  ud  Qm   Sute  of  Saath 
Carolina. 

Whereat  it  is  of  high  importance  that  tbe  limits 
of  this  Slate  sbould  be  accurately  defined  and  ae- 
ccrtained ;  aod  whereas  all  former  laws  hare 
hweiofore  failed  to  bare  the  desired  effect : 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  General  AMtmbly 
cft^  State  of  North  Carolina,  and  it  ia  hereby 
etMcted  by  the  authority  of  the  tame.  That  there, 
shall  be  appointed,  by  joint  ballot  of  Wh  Houses 
of  the  Qeneral  Asssembly,  and  commissioned  by 
the  Qovernor,  three  commissioaers  lo  meet  tbe 
eommisBioDers  who  already  ar«,  or  hereafter  may 
be,  appoiated  by  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  at 
such  time  and  place  as  the  Kiecutive  of  the  two 
Slates  shall  or  ma;  direct,  and  with  them  settle 
ail  and  singnlar  the  differences,  coniroTeraies,  di»- 


potes,aQd  claims,  that  may  subsist  between  this 
State  and  the  State  of  South  Carolina;  and  to 
fix  and  establish  permanently  the  boundary  line 
between  this  State  and  tbe  Slate  of  South  Caro- 
lina ;  and  the  same  to  mark  and  ascertain  as  dis- 
tincUy  OS  may  be,  as  far  as  tbe  eastern  boundary 
of  tbe  territory  ceded  by  the  Slate  of  North  Car- 
olina m  the  United  States :  Provided,  neverthe- 
Um,  That  the  extension  of  the  said  line  shall  not 
a&'ect  the  titles  of  any  person  or  persons  to  tbe 
iandsenteied  in  either  of^Ihe  said  States  f  and  thia 
State  will,  at  all  times  hereafter,  ratify  and  con- 
firm all  and  wbatsover  the  said  commissioner^ 
oramajority  of  them,  shall  doin  and  touching  thfr 
premises,  by  rirtoe  of  this  act ;  and  the  same 
shall  be  binding  on  this  State. 

And  be  itjvrlher  enacted,  by  the  authority  afore- 
taid.  That  tbe  commissioners  appointed  in  pur- 
suance of  this  act  shall,  for  their  sereral  serrices, 
be  allowed  the  sum  of  forty  sbiUingaper  day,  and 
forty  shillings  for  erery  thirty  miles  in  travelling 
to  aad  from  the  business  contemplated  by  this  act ; 
and  they  shall  make  a  return  of  their  proceedings 
to  tbe  nextOeneral  Assembly,  after  the  time  the/ 
aball  hare  perfected  tbe  purposes  of  their  appoint- 
ment. Andj  fhtlber,  sard  commisaionersare  hereby 
authorized  arid  empowered  to  employ  one  or  more 
surveyors,  and  sncti  number  Of  markers  as  they, 
or  a  majority  of  Ibem,  shall  deem  necessary ;  and 
there  shall  be  aUowed  to  each  and  every  surreyoi 
appointed  by  the  commissioners  forty  shillings  pel 
day  for  their  services,  and  forty  shillings  for  every 
thirty  it) i I es  in  trayelliog  to  and  from  the  duties 
imposedii'pon  them  by  this  act;  and  to  each  marker  > 
or  chain-cftrrier  twenty  sbillin^  for  every  day 
they  shall  be  employed  in  running  and  marking 
the  lines  as  aforesaid,  and  twenty  shillings  for 
erery  thirty  miles  in  trarellinff  lo  and  from  the 
duties  imposed  upon  them  by  this  acl. 

And  be  U^irther  enacted,  by  the  authority  afire- 
taid,  That  in  case  of  death,  resignation,  or  refusal 
to  act,  of  any  of  the  commissioners  herein  appoint- 
eO,  the  Governor  of  the  Stale  ia  hereby  empow- 
ered ta  appoint  and  fill  up  any  vacancy  occasioned 
in  manner  as  aforesaid;  and  thai  the  Governor 
for  the  time  being  ibnU,  as  sooii  as  may  b^  after 
'the  ratification  (t{  this  act,  transmit  a  copy  thereof 
to  the  Exeoutire  of  the  State  of  Soaib  Carolina, 
accompanied  with  a  request  that  the  State  of  South 
Carolina  should  co-operate,  without  delay,  with 
thiK  State  in  effecting  the  purposes  of  this  act. 

And  be  it  further  enacUd,  That  the  Goremor 
shall  issue  his  warrant,  upon  application  of  said 
commissioners,  declaring  that  they  are  ready  and 
about  to  proceed  to  the  running  of  the  said  line,  on 
the  Treasury,  £br  the  sum  of  two  hundred  pounds, 
and  such  further  sum  as  the  Oovemor  may  deem 
necessary  for  carrying  this  act  into  effect. 

And  be  U  further  enacted.  That  all  former  acttk 
and  parts  of  acts,  coming  within  the  meaning  oi 
this  aoi,  are  hereby  repealed  and  made  void. 

Read  three  times,  and  ratified  in  Qeneral  As- 
sembly the  seventh  ilav  of  December,  A.  D.  one 
thousand  eight  bundreJ  and  three. 

JOS.  REDDUK,  Pre^t  Senate. 
8.  CABARRUS,  SpeaJter  S.  a 
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Gop7  of  k  lettai  to  Hi*  EicellcDcj  Junsi  TnriMr. 
Executive  Depahtkeht, 

LouitvUk,  Ga~,  AprU  6, 1904. 

Sir  !  I  h«Te  had  the  sadsraclion  to  receire  your 
Excellency'i  letter  oflhe  25[lt  o(  February  last,  in 
auwer  to  ihe  one  I  wrote  you  soniE  time  Bioce, 
aod  Tegret  much  that  my  leilet  was  not  received 
flarly  eaoush  to  haTo  been  laid  before  your  Le- 
gislature wLen  last  in  leuioD.  I  hare  peruied  the 
act  of  yonr  Stale,  which  you  had  the  gooduesa  to 
eacloM  me,  aud  find  that  it  teiIi  the  commii- 
«ion*rt  appointed  under  it  with  power  to  aicertain 
«Dd  mark  the  boundary  line  of  Noilh  Carolioa,  aa 
ttt  u  the  Sute  of  Ttnnessee. 

Though  it  yna  made  to  operate  withjjommi*- 
(ioners  to  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  South  Car- 
olitiA,  that  State  baring  long  since  ceded  her  ter- 
ritory  west  of  the  Blue  Ridge  of  mountains  to 
the  United  Slatei,  and  the  (^nerat  GoTerumenI 
haring  conveyed  ihe  same  to  Georgia,  I  feel  do 
difficulty  in  appointing  commissioners  to  co-op«- 
nte  with  the  commiuioner*  under  the  act  of 
Vour  Slate,  for  .the  parpose  of  ascertainlog  and 
marking  the  line  oflimits  between  Norih  Carulina 
and  Georgia ;  hut  I  cannot  consent  that  titles  lo 
the  lands  entered  in  either  of  the  State*  of  North 
Carolina  or  South  Carolina,  shall  not  be  p&ected 
by  the  extension  of  the  line,  if  such  lands  shouM 
fall  within  the  limits. of  Georgia :  became,  while 
the  territory  in  that  quarter,  which  ii  uow  at- 
tached toGeorgia,  was  vacant,  the  State  gf  South 
Caiolina  yielded  it  to  the  General  Government ; 
moA  anj  grant  given  by  cither  of  the  Btatea  for 
land  within  it  must  consequently  be  void. 

It  ii  highly  important  that  the  limits  of  State* 
■hould  be  accurately  ascertained  and  defined :  as 
this  is  not  the  case  m  regard  to  North  Carolina 
mad  Georgia,  and  it  appean^  frtim  the  act*  of  the 
two  Slates,  to  be  (heif  wish  to  effect  so  deiLrable 
an  object,  the  present  opportnoiiy  ought,  without 
beii^aocy,  in  toy  opinion,  to  be  embraced.  If, 
therefore,  your  Excellency  will  give  the  commia- 
■ioners,  on  the  part  of  your  State,  instructions  ac- 
cordingly, and  notifying  me  of  the  time  and  place 
at  wbieh  they  attend,  commisdonen  on  the  part 
of  tiiis  State  shall  join  them.  I  could  wish  this 
abject  to  be  Kcomplished  as  early  as  possible,  as. 
by  lefetrins  to  the  extract  of  the  law  I  enclosed 
you,  yoi^r  Excellency  will  perceive  that  it  is  not 
to  take  effect  until  the  dividing  line  between  the 
two  States  shall  be  ran,  provided  it  is  done  witbio 
aix  month*  after  its  pastage. 

lam, sir  with  great  eonstdetatioo  and  respect, 
your  Excellency'*  moat  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  MILLBDGE. 

QovtraoT  Tobner. 

A  copy  ol  a  lettai  froiB  Bi*  Exorihnqy,  Jaaiaa  Tuner. 
Ralbioh,  May  8,  ISH. 
Sib  :  The  letter  your  Excellency  did  me  the 
honor  to  addres*  to  me  the  6ih  ultimo  1  now  have 
befoiv  me.  I  am  informed  by  the  Glovernor  of 
Boutb  Carolina,  that  my  letter  to  him,  on  the 
aubject  of  boundary,  with  which  was  enclosed  an 
anthentkated  copy  of  an  act  pasted  by  out  Le- 


gislature at  their  aeiMoa,  oa  ihia  Mbject, 
letter  wai  alluded  to  in  mine  to  your  Bxee  .__^ 
of  the  25th  of  February  last,  was  not  leeeiTed  ui 
time  to  be  submitted  to  the  Legislature  of  that 
State,  at  their  last  *e*sion.  He  informs  aae  that 
an  extra  session  (tf  the  L^iilature  of  that  State 
will  be  held  in  the  preaeat  month ;  that  be  will 
submit  to  their  consideration  the  law  of  thitStat^ 
and  entertaiiu  no  doubt  but  such  neunre*  will 
be  adopted  by  them  as  will  tend  fiaally  to  eloaa 
the  diwreneeabetweea  the  two  States  rei^Mcttaf 
boundary.  Should  that  be  the  eaae,  it  is  bigfaly 
deairaUe,  on  the  part  of  the  State,  that  th«  line  <i 
demarcation  beiwa«i  North  CaroliDa  and  OeoigiB 
ahoold  be  aseertained  and  marked  ar  theauna  tine. 
The  proviso,  made  in  the  law  of  thia  SlaM^  to 
secure  to  individnalt  the  enlrie*  of  lands  mada  in 
either  State,  (if  any  such  there  be,)  i*  the  only 
part  of  that  law  to  which  your  ExceUescj  has 
objectioDB.  That  proviso,  in  itself,  is  so  just  and 
reasonable,  that  I  was  persuaded  no  obfeetiona 
conld  be  made  to  it.  Toe  policy  of  botk  naiiooa 
and  Sutes,  in  similar  sttnaiiona,  joatified  aoek  • 
belief.  The  disotrnteots,  jealousies^  controvetaiea, 
and  probably  violaones  which  nught  ensue,  it 
such  provision  be  not  made,  are  aaek  that  I  tm 
persuaded  your  Bioellency,  oa  more  matora  con- 
sideration, will  be  induced  to  entertain  a  difierani 
opinion  than  the  one  expressed  is  your  letter  to 
me  on  that  subject.  Upon  those  considaratioas, 
1  can,  by  no  means,  take  upon  myself  the  rcspoik- 
sibiliiy  of  iDsiructJDg  the  coramisaio»era,a|^iat- 
•d  by  the  Legislalore  of  this  State,  to  ezlesd  tko 
Uiu  between  Notih  Carolina  and  Gnxgia,  with 
commissioners  on  behalf  of  yoot  Ehala^  nadiai 


that  proviso  is  adopted  by  Georgia. 

I  will,  in  justim  to  the  Legitlutnre  of  Dus  Biata, 
OMntion  to  your  Excelleiicy,  that  it  is  my  bdta 


that  thev  have  no  knowledge  of  any  laods  boBg 
granted  oj  this  State  that  will  fall  in  OcoigiajaB 


Legislature  of  yonr  ^tate  would  be  in  ai 
the  course  of  the  present  month.  Shovld  ibu  in- 
formaiion  be  correct,  I  should  be  gitd  if  yonc  Ex- 
cellency would  repreiseai  the  matter  to  them ;  aod, 
if  a  similar  proviso  is  adopted  on  the  part  of  Oeof- 
gia,  it  will  be  highly  agreeable  to  me,  and  I  aiB 
persuaded  it  will  be  to  the  Legi^tnre,  to  fnaUr 
ascertain  and  mark  the  line  oflimits  between  oar 
States. 

Your  ExeelleBcy  shall  be  iofonned  wikcn  and 
where  the  Commissioners  of  thts.Suu  and  South 
Caroliiia  meet,  should  that  State  (as  is  (ally  ax- 
pacted)  make  provisioa  at  the  approachiw  *esaiom 
to  co-operate  with  the  measuree  of  this  Slats. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  high  c>aii*dd«r- 
ation  and  respect,  your  Exculency's  moat  tAadi- 
ent  servant.  J.  TURNEUl. 

Governor  HiLLanCa. 

Copy  of  a  letter  to  His  fixeellsncy  Janes  Tumt. 
ExaeimrE  Dapi.nTmnT, 
LouiniUe,  (Co.)  Mag  23,  1804. 
Sir  :  I  hare  the  honor  to  aeknowledge  th«  r» 
ceipl  of  yonr  Exedlency^  letter  of  tke  8th  isM^ 
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Disputed  Boyndary  of  Georgia  and  ffyrth  CaroHma. 


in  answer  to  raiDeof  the  6th  allimo.  ImpresteJ 
with  the  correetness  of  my  objection  to  the  pro» 
Tiao  contnined  in  the  act,  s  copy  of  which  you 
enclosed  me,  and  haTJng  bwn  jeaiei  by  an  aot  of 
this  State  with  the  pow«  of  making  the  oeceBBair 
amngainenia  fat  rtmniag  and  lOBtiing  the  diTid- 
JDK  Hne  between  oar  SOM*,  I  did  itot  ibuik  ii 
necessary  to  lay  the  subject  agaia  befbre  th«  Leg- 
islamre;  and  your  last  tetter  did  not  B!»eh  me 
until  that  body  had  completed  the  husiuMs  for 
which  it  was  con^etied.  and  adjoutned. 

Had  tides  to  thfttaod  whieh  is  now  dauned  l^ 
Georgia  been  gtven  by  eithar  of  the  States  of 
North  or  South  Carolina,  previous  lo  its  ceasion 
by  the  latter  State  to  the  U oiled  Srates,  suoh  a 
proviso  might,  in  my  conception,  with  more  prq- 
priety  than  at  Btesent,  be  coutended  for.  But 
when  it  is  teeoHected  that  the  titles  (should  there 
be  any)  entered  in  riiher  North  or  South  Caro- 
'■      -.r  that  land  were  give-  -•  -  <i~-  wl>»n  ., 


it  a  time  when  i 


was  the  property  of  the  Qesetal  GoTernment,  the 
JQEtice  of  my  objection  preaents  iiwlf  to  me  too 
forcibly  to  be  conceded.  If,  therefore,  yoiir  Ea- 
cellency  will  not  cotiseni  lo  the  running  of  ihc 
dividiDg  line,  under  the  so  per  in  ten  dene  e  of  com- 
miMioners  from  both  States,  without  a  proviso 
on  the  part  of  Qeorgia  siroiUr  to  the  one  made 
by  JTorth  Carolina,'  that  object  cannot  be  in  that 
way  accompUshed.  until  the  Legislntnres  of  the 
two  States  come  to  some  underslaudiag  on  the 

vilhgteai  consideration,  respectfully, 
t  obedient  servant, 
JOHN  MILLEDGE. 
J.  TuRHiB,  Governor  of  North  QmUna. 


Baliiwr,  Oct.  20, 1604. 

Sir;  Information  hfts  been  lately  made  to  mc 
by  one  of  the  Reprewntalivea  to  our  State  L*gi»- 
btnre  for  the  county  of  Buncomba,  thnKhe  State 
of  Georgia  had  assumed  jurisdiction  o»ef  a  settle- 
ment which  Ties  on  the  head  of  Frendi  Broad 
river  and  the  watera  thereof,  which  sttilemenl 
was  made  under,  and  has  ever  »ince  be«i  subject 
to,  the  laws  of  North  Carolina,  and  i*  within  tha 
limits  and  jurisdiction  of  Buncombe  county.  The 
information  states  that  the  civil  ofioera  of  thia 
State  are  impeded  in  the  performaoee  of  their 
duties,  and  thai  coniiderable  confusion,  in  coDse- 
qnence  thereof,  is  likely  lo  enwe. 

Your  Excellency  wdl  knows  that  the  flwt  lep- 
resentation  made  byGeoi^a  to  this  State,  claim- 
ing, under  the  CDnvenlion  with  the  United  States, 
the  territory,  of  which  that  settlement  is  by  Oeor- 
gia  supposed  to  be  a  part,  and  tjie  wish  to  have 
«ie  boundary  line  between  the  two  States  ascer- 
tained and  marked,  were  contained  in  your  letter 
to  me  of  the  15th  of  Decembee  last,  with  which 
was  enclosed  an  extract  of  a  law  of  Georgia, 
passed  at  their  then  late  aeasion,  providing  for  as- 
certaining and  fixing  the  line  or  demarcation  be- 1 
tweea  that  and  this  State,  and  for  othei  purpose*.  | 


ft  is  alto  known  to  your  Excellency  that  that 
communicaiion  was  not  received  until  after  the 
Leffislatare  tf  (his  State  had  risen ;  of  course  they 
had  not,  nor  will  they  have,  an  opportunity  oF 
acting  OD  those  propositions  until  their  next  ai^ 
Qual  meeting,  which  will  be  an  the  third  Montky 
in  next  month. 

From  these  circumstances  being  known  to  yout 
Excelleney,  I  was  really  surpriised  on  bearing  that 
Georgia  bad  extended  her  jnriidiation  so  astoin- 
inUrfare  with  that  of  North  Carolina,  and  that, 
before  the  claim  set  up  by  Georgia  bad  ever  come, 
or  even  bad  an  opportunity  of  officially  coining, 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  Legislature  o(  Ibis  State: 
and  more  partieularly  when  your  Excellency  had 
jilst  reasons  lo  believe,  from  the  letters  whicn  had 
passed  between  ns,  tnnt  North  Carolina  wouU 
promptly  adopt  measures  to  co-operate  with  tbos« 
of  Gaorgia,  to  ascertain  -and  finally  fix  the  line  of 
demarcation  between, the  two  States. 

Had  the  information  respecting  the  assumption 
of  jurisdiction  by  Georgia  been  received  at  any 
other  period  iban  that  so  immediately  preceding 
the  meeting  of  ib£  Legislatures  of  the  two  States, 
I  certainly  should  (however  disagreeable  ibecoo- 
sequencea  might  have  been)  hare  deemed  it  my 
duly  lo  have  enforced  the  execution  of  the  lura 
of  this  State  in  that  quarter,  and  to  have  con- 
tinued their  authority  until  iha  line  between  th« 
two  Stales  should  be  awertaioed ;  but,  being  fully 
impressed  with  the  belief  that  the  LegisiatQie  of 
Notth  CartltinB  is  truly  desirous  of  having  the 
limits  of  the  Steteaccurately  defined  and  marked, 
and  that  they  will,  at  their  approaching  session, 
make  ample  provision  for  that  purpose,  T  shall  let 
The  matter  Ik  over  until  their  meeting.  Prom  the 
periisal  of  your  Excellency's  favor  of  the  33d 
May  last,  which  was  duly  received,  1  find  you  still 
adhere  to  yonr  opinion,  that  it  would  be  wrong 
for  Georgia  to  agree  to  confirm  the  titles  of  lands, 
which  may  be  granted  by  either  of  the  Slates, 
that  may  fall  into  the  other,  on  the  lines  being 
established.  On  that  anbjeci  [  entertain  the  same 
opinion  I  heretofore  expressed. 

To  disturb  or  nallify  ibe  tides  to  lands  which 
individuals  have  honestly  acquired,  wopld^  be 
cruel  to  the  last  degree,  and  a  matter  of  more  seri- 
ous consequence,  and  probably  more  difficult  to 
reconcile  than  at  first  view  would  appear,  espe* 
eially  in  quarters  the  furthest  removed  from  the 


of  Government  of  each  of  the  Slates ;  thotigli 
is  quite  an  abstract  question  from  nseertsiia- 
ing  ana  marking  the  line,  and  which  either  S 


this  is  quite  an  abstract  question  from  nseer 

"     ■■     ,  and  which  either  E  .  _ 
their  feelings  or  policy 


may  adopt  or  reject,  i 

I  shall  subject  the  extract  of  the  law,  forwarded 
me  by  your  Excellency,  and  the  eorTespoBd> 
eoee  which  has  taken  place  between  us  since,  to 
consideration  of  the  approaching  session  of 
Legislature  J  and  1  make  no  doubt  but  that 
/  will  adoDi  such  measures  as  will,  by  a  co- 
operation on  tne  part  of  Georgia,  tend  lo  Ihe  as- 
certaining and  finally  fixing  ihe  line  of  demaiM- 
tion  between  our  States. 

Your  Excellency  may  rest  assured,  that,  as  br 
as  I  can,  cotuistent  with  my  duty,  be  i; 
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of  Georgia  and  Ntaih  Carolina. 


Ul  in  aceomplishiDg  sodetimble  an  object,  I  shall 
do  it  with  pleasare. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  oontideraiion 
a&d  rMpect,  your  Ezcellencjr's  most  obedieni  and 
kninble  servant.  J.  TURNER. 

GovenioT  Milledob. 

ExBccTiTE  Defartuent, 
LottuviUe,  (Go.,)  Dec.  11,  1804. 

I  ha*e  the  honor  to  Iransniit  your  Excellency 
an  official  copy  of  an  act' of  the  General  Assembly 
of  this  Slate,  passed  the  10th  instant.  The  im- 
portance of  the  subject  to  which  it  relates  induces 
me  to  request  thai  you  will  lay  it  before  the  Leg- 
islature of  your  Slate  should  they  be  in  set  ~~~ 
when  yon  receiTe  this  teller. 

If  commissioners  are  appointed  on  the  part  of 
North  Carolina  for  designating  the  line  of  limit 
between  the  two  States,  oD  foor  Eieelleocy' 
notifying  me  of  the  same,  agreeably  to  the  power 
I  am  vested  with^  I  shall  immedistely  appoint 
commissioners  tojoin  them. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  ^real  cooaidera- 
tioD,  your  Excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 
JOQN  MILLEDGK. 

Oovernot  Tdbmer. 


EXECUTITE  DbFABTMGMT, 

Bateigh,  (JV.  C.)  Dec.  26, 1805. 
SiB :  i  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  to 
your  Excellency  anautaeoticated  copy  of  an  act 
of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  Slate,  passed  -* 
their  late  fteaaioo,  eniiiled  "An  act  to  amend 


Btate  of  South  Carolina,"  passed  at  Raleigh, 
the  year  one  thousand  etght  hundred  and  three. 
Your  Excellency  wilt  observe  that,  by  this  amend- 
ment, the  provisioDs  of  the  act  of  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  thiee,_  made  for  the  pnrposie  of  extendiof 
the  boundary  line  between  this  Slate  and  SoutE 
Carolina,  ia  esieoded  to  Georgia,  for  the  same 
purpose. 

Ii  the  Legislature  of  Georgia  has  made  provis- 
ions toco-operate  with  the  measures  of  this  State, 
it  if  devirable  that  the  business  be  proceeded  on 
immediately.  So  mon  as  I  am  iuforioed  of  iheir 
havinff  done  so,  1  shall  be  ready  to  fix  with  your 
ExcelTency  the  time  and  place  of  meeting  of  the 
commissioners. 

Your  Excellency,  I  am  persuaded,  is  fully 

Jressed  with  the  importance  of  having  the  tin 
emarcatioo  between  our  two  States  accumtely 
defined  and  marked.    Irregularities,  I  have  under- 
■tood,  have  already  taken  pLacej  and  if  that  cou 
try  remains  in  its  present  situation,  fuiijiei  d 
turliaoces  may  be  expected,  and  probably  of  me 
■erious  consequences. 

Your  Excellency  may  be  assured,  that  as  far 
I  can  contribute  to  the  amicable  accompliiihme 
of  so  desirable  ao  object,  consisteat  with  my  duly 
and  the  lawn  of  the  State,  it  will  aSord  me  par- 
tLCulai  pleasare. 


yoar  Excelleacy's  most  obedient  Durable  servant, 
J.  TURNER. 
Governor  Millbsob. 

Ad  Act  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  "  An  act  ^pointiDg 
ComnunoDan  to  aitend  the  bomidBTj  lioe  of  this 
State  and  the  State  of  Boath  Carcdina,"  pund  at 
Kale^h,  in  the  year  one  thonoand  eight  hnndied  and 
three. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Geiural  JMemNy  of  lAt 
State  of  North  Carolina,  and  it  i»  hereby  enacted 
by  the  authority  oftheiame.  That  from  and  after 
the  passing  of  this  acl,  the  GJoveroor,  for  the  time 
being,  and  his  successor,  shall  be,  and  he  is  here- 
by, vested  witb  full  power  and  authority  to  enter 
into  any  compact  or  agreement  that  he  may  deem 
most  aovisable  for  the  interest  of  this  Stale,  wiib 
the  legislative  or  executive  powers  of  the  States 
of  South  Carolina  and  Georcta,  and  for  the  ex- 
tension of  thesame;  Promded,  neverihdeaa.  That 
nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  so  constmed  a* 
to  affect  any  part  or  clause  of  the  above  recited 


Raleioh,  Jataiary  8, 1805. 

Sta:  I  had  the  honor  of  enclosing  to  yon,  the 
26th  ultimo,  the  copy  of  an  act  of  our  Legislature, 
passed  at  tbeir'late  session,  extendiog  the  provis- 
ions of  an  act,  passed  in  1603,  for  ascertaining  and 
fiziog  the  boundary  line  between  this  State  and 
South  Carolina  to  Georgia.  Sinca  which  time, 
1  have  received  your  Kicellency's  favor  of  the 
11th  ultimo;  also,  the  act  of  your  Suie  for  the 
same  purpose. 

By  a  perusal  of  the  act  last  forwarded  to  yotir 
Excellency,  the  following  proviso  wilt  be  ob- 
served; ^'Provided,  neverlheleu,  That  aothiag 
cootsitied  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  affect 


any  part  or  clause  of  the  above  recited  act ;"  which 
connnes  the  Executiveof  this  State,  in  any  agree- 
ment he  may  make  with  Georgia  on  the  sQejecI 


of  boundary,  to  the  .provisions  of  the  first  men- 
tioned scL 

It  is  presumed  that  your  Excellency  has  author* 
ity  given  to  comply  with  the  terms  of  that  act  by 
the  late  act  of  Georgia,  which  authorizes  and  re- 
quires you  Id  appoint  commissioners  with  full  and 
competent  power,  &c. 

If  your  Excellency  think  proper  to  proceed  on 
those  terms,  and  will  name,  the  time  and  placefor 
the  commissianers  to  meet,  I  will  direct  the  com- 
missioners on  the  part  of  this  State  to  attend  ihem. 
The  monlh  of  March  appears  to  me  the  moat 
proper  timei  but,  should  your  Eicelleocy  think 
any  other  preferable,  I  shall  have  no  paiticular 
obiectioDs,  provided  it  is  not  later  than  tne  middle 
QfJlpril. 

-For  the  same  reasons  mentioned  in  mine  to 
vour  ExceUeocf  of  ihe  26th  ultimo,  it  is  ^esira- 
ole  that  something  should  be  done  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. 

Be  assured  it  will  afford  me  pleasure  if  we  can 
adjust  this  mailer  to  the  satislaclion  of  the  citi- 
zens of  each  of  out  Stales. 
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Diluted  Boundary  tf  Gtorgia  and  Abrfft  Cbraltna. 


I  have  ibe  hoDoi  lo  be,  wilh  high  respect  and 
GODsideraliOD,  your  Bxcelleacy's  most  obedient 
seiMBt,  J.  TURNER. 

His  Ezcellencr  the  Qotbrnob  of  Georgia. 

ExEOOTivB  Department, 
Lottievillt,  (  Oa.,)  Feb.  5.  1805. 

Sib:  Your  two  lettera,  oDe  of  tbe  S6th  of  De- 
cember, irilh  its  enclosure,  and  ihe  olber  of  ibe 
8th  of  JaaOary,  I  had  the  honor  lo  receive  by  the 
last  Nonhern  mail,  t  fiad  that  the  Legialalure  of 
North  Carolina  has  not  in  the  least  removed  the 
difficDlty  hj  their  late  act,  which  I  objected  to  in 
1803.  It  is  probable  th«  Legishture  of  thii  Slate 
will  b«  ID  sesBion  the  latter  end  of  April  or  firit 
of  May  next,  which  will  afford  me  aa  opportu- 
nity of  laying  yoUr  commnnicatioD  to  me  Wore 
them.  Ifcircnoiat^Dcea  should  not  auiboriie  aa 
eslnordtiiary  call  al  the  lime  I  have  mentioned, 
I  vill  then  apprize  yon  of  tbe  measures  I  shall 
pursoe;  in  the  mesn  time,  I  feel  persuaded  that 
your  Excelleucy  will  use  every  proper  measure 
lo  discoomenance  irreculafities  by  the  citizens  of 
your  Slate  on  the  infaebitanls  residing  on  the  land 
the  subject  of  coniroversy.  I  b»ve  this  day  re- 
ceived ■  letter  from  that  quarter ;  and  the  out- 
rages which  are  represented  lo  me  as  having  been 
committed  by  an  armed  force,  said  lo  be  sent  on 
purpose  from  one  of  the  counties  of  your  State, 
Tesembles  more  thedoingsof  menwarringagainst 
an  enemy  than  the  acts  ofciiizeosof  thesameaa- 
tion  towards  each  other;  mor^  especially,  as  the 
right  of  jurisdiction  atill  remsilis  matter  of  doubl 
between  ilie  two  States. 

I  have  the  hoDor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your 
Excellency's  most  obedient  ■ervant,-. 

JOHN  HILLBDOE. 

Hi's  Excell«»ey  Jahgb  Tubnes, 

Goiemor  of  Nirrih  GiroUna. 

A  eofiy  of  a  lettsi  to  Bi<  Eicelleoey  Jaidei  Tnmar, 
Govemoi  of  Ui«  State  of  North  Carolina. 
ExEcimvE  DEPAaTiiGHT, 

LomenLLS,  Feb.  17, 1805. 

Sir  :  Sioce  vriiiog  you  on  the  5lh  inatant,  two 
persona  of  respectable  character,  residiog  in  the 
setdement  at  the  heed-of  French  Broad  rivei,  now 
called  Walton  county,  have  visited  this  place.  I 
herewiih  enclose  vou  copies  of  afBdaviis  which 
tbey  have  laid  before  me,  slating  the  impresnona 
Qnder  which  iher  settled  in  that  county,  the  snb- 
■eqoent  steps  taken  by  them,  ud  the  outrages 
committed  wilbio  the  settlement!  by  the  citizens 
of  North  Carolina. 

Tbe  aituationof  those  people  mwt,.in  my  opin- 
ion be  viewed  by  every  dispassionate  person  as 
deplorable.  If  I  am  correctly  informed  of  the 
history  of  the  Iraei  of  couniiy  whereon  they  re- 
side, 1  bdlicTc  it  lo  be  this:  Some  short  lime  pre- 
vious to  tbe  year  1786,  several  individuals  of  the 
State  of  Sooth  Carolina  farmed  ihemaetves  into 
a  company,  and  obtained  a  grant  or  grants  from 
that  Biaie  for  the  lands  which  are  now  within 
the  limits  of  Walton  ooonty.  In  1786,  the  Legis- 
lature of  Sooth  Caroliaa  aiuiuUed  ths  grants,  as 


being'iraproperlyobtained,aDd  in  the  year  follow- 
ing, ceded  that  country  to  the  General  Qovern- 
ment,  and  Congress  (the  North  Carolina  repre- 
sentation being  preieni)  accepted  of  the  cession, 
according  to  [he  limits  particularly  specified  ia 
the  deed  of  South  Carolina.  You  will  find,  frona 
a  perusal  of  one  of  the  affidBvita,  that  the  people 
settled  on  tbe  land  ceded  by  South  Carolina  to 
the  United  Stales,  who  are  ine  same  that  sow  re- 
side within. the  limits  of  Walton  county,  never 
contributed,  by  the  payment  of  taxes,  to  the  inp- 
port  of  the  govarnmeol  of  North  Carolina,  not 
did  yout  Stale  Bttampi  to  demand  it  from  them, 
11  being  generally  acknowledged  that  tbey  resided 
without  ner  limits.  Thus  circumsianced,  and  de- 
tiroQs  of  living  under  some  iffpilu  constituted 
authority,  they  applied  to  the  Stale  of  South  Oar- 
orlina  to  be  admitted  as  members  of  her  sorera- 
ment,  long  before  the  deed  of  cession  and  agres- 
ntent  be'tweea  tbe  General  Government  and  ihis 
State  was  entered  into.  Tbey  received  for  an- 
swer to  their  Hppiicatroo,  that  South  Carolina  had 
yielded  her  right  to  the' land  on  which  they  lived 
to  the  United  States.  Tbey  then  petitioned  Con- 
gress at  different  sessions,  staling  fully  their  situa- 
tion, and  requesting  that  Congress  would  retro- 
cede  tbe  territory  to  South  Carolina.  This,  how- 
er,  vas  abo  denied  them.  They  then  broughc 
th  them  to  this  place,  while  the  Ltegislaiure  of 
__e  State  was  in  session,  in  the  year  1803,  the 
decision  of  Congress  relative  10  their  last  memo- 
rial to  that  body,  by  which  ihey  were  referred  to 
Gteorgia.  With  a  full  view  of  all  the  circum- 
stances I  have  mentioned,  this  State  extended  her 
goversKientover.ihem,  not  calculating  in  the  least 
that  the  State  «f  North  Carolina,  who  had  re- 
mained silent  and  inactive,  both  as  it  regarded 
ihe  conduct  of  Ihe  State  of  South  Ceirolioa  and 
the  settlers,  would  ultimately  contend,  on  any 
principle,  for  the  right  of  sbil.  Georgia  obtained 
the  district  of  country  described  in  the  deed  of 
cession  of  South  Carolina  from  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, by  giving  a  valuable  consideration  for 
it ;  in  doing  so,  the  desire  of  an  eitensioii  of  juris- 
diction did  not  so  much  influence  heras  the  value 
of  the  soil.  Should  she  agree  to  the  running  of 
the  line  under  tbe  provision  of  the  act  of  North 
Carolina,  there  would  uoi  be,  if  the  iuformation  I 
bave  had  is  correct,  a  single  acre  at  her  disposal, 
the  whole  being  covered  by  grants  of  North  Car- 
olina,  and  whal  extent  of  country  those  grant* 
might  embrace  is  uncertain.  Furibei,  it  is  a  prin- 
ciple justly  established  in  law,  that,  to  make  aa 
act  binding  on  eaeh  parly,  there  must  be  some 
show  of  reciprocity.  From  Ihe  provision  of  the 
act  of  your  State,  Georgia  derives  no  advaniage; 
North  Carolina  has  the  entire  benefit.  The  pro- 
vision, however,  as  it  regards  South  Caroiinajis 
correct.  It  would  have  been  unjust  thai  the  Citi- 
zens of  your  Stale,  or  those  of  South  Carolioa 
who  claim,  under  ancient  grants,  shonld  be  dis- 
possessed of  their  lands,  on  finding,  by  adjusting 
the  boundary  line,  that  tbey  were  thrown  withoDI 
th«  Slate  that  ihay  had  derived  their  title  from} 
but  Georgia  having  never  .granted  a  single  acrv 
of  land  ia  the  sctltement  in  qnwtion,  or  near  Iha 
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boundary  line  of  the  tiro  States,  there  is  not  the 
least  proipect  that  any  of  her  cicizetia  will  hare, 
aponibe  limits  beiaKexteaded,  a  claim  upon  land 
wilhia  the  limits  ol  your  State.  The  prariston, 
therefore,  ou|ht  to  extend  no  further  than  South 
Carolina  has  exercised  her  patent  amhotitf,  and 
ahe  nerer  legallr  extended  it  vest  of  the  ridge  of 
monnlains  whicb  is  now  the  dividing  line  beureen 
that  Slate  and  Walton  counif.  U  the  persons 
claiming  nnder  North  Carolina  were  the  actusi 
inhahiiants  at  tho  head  of  French  and  Broad  rir- 
en,  who  hare  encoanterad  all  the  difficulties  at- 
tendant on  settling  a  mouQiiUDoua  and  frontier 
eouDiry,  then,  indeed,  would  the  zral  which  North 
Carolina  discorera  on  this  occaeion,  be  truly  Isnd- 
ablej  but,  when  there  is  ererj  reason  to  appre- 
hend thai,  if  her  wish  is  consented  to  by  this 
State,  grants,  some  of  which,  if  information  says 
true,  were  obtained  prerlous  to  the  extinguishment 
of  the  Indian  title,  aad  some  after  the  territory  was 
known  to  ba  ceded  to  Georgia,  will  be  confirmed 
to  persODs  who  reside  at  a  considerable  distance 
from  the  line,  and  who  wete  induced  to  ran  it 
from  motives  of  speculation  only,  I  cannot  feel 
joslified  in  consenting  that  the  proriso  of  the  act 
of  your  Slate  shall  extend  to  this.  I  hare  to  as- 
sure your  Excellency  thai  there  is  not  a  Blate 
the  UnioD  more  desirous  than  Qeorfia  to  be 
t«rms  of  harmony  and  good-will  with  her  sis 
States,  or  that  would  more  deeply  regret  any  cause 
which  would  indace  her  to  depart  trom  that  good 
understand iug  which  it  is  ber  aoiious  wis^  to 
mainiain  with  the  respective  States ;  and  there  is 
no  measure  to  obviate  or  remore  any  came  of  dis- 
pute or  irritation,  consistent  with  the  principles  of 
justice  and  propriety,  bnt  the  Sttts  would  cheer- 
fully acquiesce  in.  But,  from  a  fcoature  ewmina- 
tion  of  all  the  circumstances  of  this  case,  I  fad 
myseK  bound  to  say  that  I  cannot  consent  to  the 
running  the  line  under  the  provision  of  the 
your  State,  and  dissent  to  the  same. 

Id  order,  however,  to  restore  harmony,  and  pre- 
Tent  further  disturbances  among  the  inhabitants 
of  Walton  county  and  those  of  your  Stale,  I  feel 
persuaded  that  your  Eicdiency  can  have  no  ob- 
jection to  have  the  bouadarjr  line  run.  and  I«t  the 
proviso  of  your  act  be  a  subject  for  the  after  de- 
liberation of  the  Legislatures  of  the  two  States. 
Qhould  ibis  proposition  meet  with  your  assent, 
you  have  only  to  noiify  me,  and  commissioners 
on  the  part  of  this  Stale  shall  be  appointed,  and 
your  Excellency  shall  be  apprized  of  the  lime  and 
piece  at  which  they  will  meet  those  of  North 
Caroline.  In  the  mean  time,  I  have  to  request 
that  your  Excellency  wiU  discountenance,  and  by 
^oper  measures  prevent,  the  outrages  which  the 
citizens  of  North  Carolina  are  in  the  practice  of 
Gommittins  on  the  unforluoaie  persons  residing 
on  the  lano,  the  subject  of  controversy. 

I  bare  (he  boaor  to  be,  with  great  respect  and 
eoniiideralioD,  yoiu  Exedlency's  most  obedient 

JOHN  MILLBDas. 
His  Bxcellency  Jahbb  Tubhkb, 

Oovemor  of*  North  ConMia.  ( 


Okoroia,  Je^ftrtcmeotMty.- 
Fersoaally  appeared  Richard  Williamson,  of 
the  county  of  Walton  and  State  aforesaid,  who, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposelh  and  saith:  that,  on 
the  19ih  dav  of  December  Uai,  his  county  was  in- 
taded  by  a  band  of  armed  men.  about  the  nnmber 
of  sixty  or  seventy,  from  iheeoiinly  of  Buncombe 
and  State  of  North  CnroliBa,  who  were  joined  by 
tweaty-fov  men,  citizens  of  his  own  eonaty,  mai 
there,  with  force  and  arms,  did  take  bim,  (aid 
WilliaeaBOtt,)  with  nineottier  citizena  of  hia  eoB»- 

g,  priMBers,  and  removed  them,  nnder  gnnrd,  to 
uncombe  county.  North  Carolina,  and  coBfined 
them  in  the  jail  of  said  coonty  for  saT«ral  days, 
npon  aa  other  charre  than  ezecutiB^  the  tinn  ot 
Oeorgia  in  said  Walton  connty. 

RICHABD  WILLIAMSON. 


QsQUQl^,  Jeffert^  county  ; 

PerMially  appeared.  Richard  WilliamaoB  aad 
Reobea  Allen,  both  of  the  couBiy  of  Walton  aikd 
State  aforesaid,  who,  Veing  duly  sworn,  deposed 
andsaiih:  that  they  both  settled  in  that  ctHuitry 
in  the  years  1793  and  1701,  under  a  fall  eonvLc- 
lioQ  that  the  lands  «n  which  they  resided  and 
made  settlement  wei«  within  the  limit*  of  Soutk 
CaroliflB,  until  some  time  afterward  being  iDfotn- 
ed  that  Sonth  Carolioa  had  ceded  that  tnet  of 
country  to  ihe  Oeneial  Oovemment.  We  ihea 
remoiutrated  to  the  Qorernment  of  tbe  Vaitti 
States  to  recede  said  tract  of  country  to  8ontk 
Carolina  again ;  soma.tiBte  afterwards  we  receiv- 
ed inrormatioa  that  Coogrces  had  ceded  aald  traot 
of  country  to  Georgia ;  and  further  saith,  that  they 
never  paid  any  tax.  Dot  were  laxea  exacaJ  Of 
them  iron  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  nor  ever 
applied  to  the  Oovernment  of  North  Carolina  for 
protection, 

RICHABD  WILLIAMStW, 

REUBEN  ALLEN. 
Before  me,  I6th  February,  1805. 

J.  M.  STERRETT,  /.  In.  Court. 

A  cepgr  of  •  lettei  from  Hi*  ExMUNK^Jamea  Toner, 
Gevenier  of  Iha  State  of  North  Cuoliaa. 

Sib  :  I  have  ibe  honor  to  acknowledge  tkc  i*- 
eeipt  of  your  Excellency's  favor  of  the  17tk  Fe6- 
nnrr  but,  covering  two  affidavita,  which  came  to 
hand  bat  a  few  days  past ;  for  tin  cauae  of  meh 
a  long  passage  I  am  at  a  loss  to  aeeount. 

I  wrote  your  Excellency  the  12th  of  thai  montb; 
and  enetoaed  an  extract  from  a  tetter  I  had  t«ceiv- 
ed  from  John  Williams,  Eiq^  one  of  the  menabera 
of  the  Legislanre  from  ibe  coonty  of  Bnncooaba, 
OD  the  snhmct-matter  contained  in  the  affidavita 
of  year  Exoellency  enclosed,  which,  when  re- 
ceived, I  hope  explained  aaliafaetottly  what  actu- 
ated theeitizenaof  North Carolioain  doin^  what 
your  Ezeelleaey  deema  aa  oaiii^  oa  thaaitixena 
of  WaltoB  county. 

The  situation  of  any  people  mnst  be  traly  d^ 
plotaUa,wh*n  a  daa  caoraa  of  \kw  mi  jiutiee 


dbyGoO^le 


986 


APPENDIX 

Jtuputed  Baandarj  of  Oeorgia  and  Abrfft  Qtratbu. 


cannot  be  exercised  ;  bet  doaU]'  so  when  jnris- 
dietioD  is  claiined  and  allernatelr  exercised  by 
different  go  rem  men  19,  and  ibe  people  divided  in 
opinion  among  ihemselres,  as  to  frbich  of  the 
goverDmenis  jariHlictioa  righllj_  belong.  Such, 
if  I  am  rightly  iDformed,  is  the  situation  in  which 
the  settlers  at  the  bead  of  French  and  Broad  rirer 
U  present  are  placed; -and  Ifaas  they  are  doomed 
to  remain,  by  the  dissent  yonr  Excellency  has 
mde  to  one  of  the  most  important  principlea  con- 
tained in  the  Iswa  of  North  CaroRna  pasted  for 
the  purpoBe  of  adjasting  the  boundarj  between 
our  State*,  nntil  a  meeting  of  the  Legislatam  of 
the  two  States  shatt  take  place,  and  relieve  Ifaem 
by  eDBcting  such  laws  as  will  insure  the  boundary 
between  the  States  to  be  aseei'tained. 

The  history  your  Elcellency  hasgiTenrespect- 
ing  tbe  rnaHiKr  tha  tei^itory  ceded  hj  Eh>ath  Car- 
olina to  the  Uirited  States  was  Required  by  Oeor- 
gia, I  believe  correct;  and  that  the  iiiipreasiDnB  of 
many  might  be  thesame,  in  settling  on  that  terri- 
tory, as  those  of  the  persons  whose  affidavits  you 
hare  endosed  me,  I  am  not  disposed  to  doubt ;  for 
it  is  well  known  that  there  weie  settlers  on  that 
territory  wbiob  North  Carolina  nevar  did  consider 
under  her  jurisdiction  or  within  her  limits. 

Had  Georgia  extended  her  jurisdiction  no  fu^ 
(her  thftn  over  the  settlers  of  that  description,  her 
right  of  doing  so  would  not  have  been  questioned 
by  North  Carolina,  oeiibei  would  there  haTe  been 
any  iDterfereeee  of  jurisdiction ;  but  there  are  set- 
tlors of  another  description,  said  by  Georgia  to  be 
on  that  terrkorjr,  and  orer  whbmshe  claims  jnri»- 
diction.  Her  right  o{  doing  so  neTer-  has,  bera, 
nor «Ter  will  be  acknowledged  by  North  Carolina, 
aaiil  the  bomidarv  between  the  two  State*  h  a»- 
certained,  and  ifraiaH  appMr  to  be  her  right. 

It  has  been  the  cause  of' do -small  inquiry,  to 
ksowby  what  ri^ht  or  by  what  aoihoritj  Oeorgia 
has  ttannied  jtirisdidion  over  a  tract  of  territory 
settled  by,  and  at  all  time!  considered  by  the  eit- 
izenn  tfaemsetrea,  as  well  as  by  OotcromeBl,  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  North  Carolina.  Surely^  it  will 
not  bfe  contended  for,  on  behatf  of  Georgia,  that 
-Nc»th  Carolina  ought  to  reiiMjahh  the  jnrisdie- 


boandary,  and  withmit  beiiuraven  eosstiltad  oa 
fheaccasion,  merely  b««a«« Georgiainay  imagine 
herself  entitled  to  it. 

If  I  am  lightly  infonned'-aa  to  the  eauae  of  an 
in terferenceofjtlrisdietMMi' between  North  Carolina 
and  Georgia  It  is  this;  the  line  between  North 
Carollna'atid  Booth  Carolina  never  was  extandcd 
(if  as  far)  beyond  the  Bine  Ridge  of  monMains 
which  now  ^TiAM  SOttth  Carolina  and  Oeoifia. 
When  North  Carolina  extended  her 'settlemeDts 
to  the  well  of  tnose  monntatna,  and  established 
the  eoontr  of  Babeombe,  which  was  honnded  on 
the  south  ny  South  Carolina,  there  was  nothing  to- 
direct  Ihe  cltizeiM  (who  in  frontier  eooatJiM  are 
not  the  best  informed  as  (o  flzin^  o«  proper  de- 
grees of  latitude)  where  tfac 'limits  of  iha  State 
probably  would  be.  Under  these  eircnmstanoes, 
entriea  oPIand  were  made,  and  titles  granted  to  a 
number  of  indlTidaals  who  sMtled  on  thorafb^- 


liering  at  the  time,  they  were  vrithin  the  limits  of 
North  Carolina,  and  still  continue  in  that  opinion, 
alihoosh  Oeorgia  claiins  jurisdiction  orer  them. 
The  honesiand  innocent  individuals  of  the  above 
description,."  who  encountered  all  the  difficulties 
attendant  on  settling  a  mountainous  and  frootlei 
country,"  whose  rights  may  be  affected  on  run- 
ning the  line,  and  ue  persons  which  North  Car- 
olina discovers  such  "zeal"  to  protect  in  their 
property,  honestly  acquired,  as  well  as  to  preserve 
herfaith  inviolate ;  that  induces  her  sltenuonsly  to 
insist  on  the  titles  to  lands,  granted  by  either  of  the 
States,  to  be  confirmed  on  the  lines  being  run,  not 
becairse  the  advantage  may  be  thought  to  be  on 


sufficient  proof  it  it — but 
because  she  considers  the  faith  of  a  State,  when 
fairly  and  honestly  pledged  to  individuals,  sacred, 
and  n6t  to  be  violated  or  broken  but  in  the  most 
extreme  cases ;  denying,  in  the  most  positive  and 
iineqaivocal  mannO',  that  she  ever  granted  an  acre 
of  land  knowingly  without  her  limits. 

The  iaformation  yonr  Excellency  hasreeeired, 
and  that  which  1  have  been  able  to  collect,  rcspeei- 
iBg  the  Quantity  of  land  granted  by  North  Caro- 
Unsj  either  previous  or  subaequeni  to  OefH'giB^i 
having  Bcqaired  the  territory  ceded  by  South  Cat^ 
olina  to  the  General  Oovernment,  within  that  ter- 
ritory, fs  very  different.  The  information  I  hare 
received  on  the  subject  is,  that  but  a  small  quaA- 
titj,  if  any,  of  «(faer  description,  will  be  affected, 
should  thejiroriso  in  the  act  of  North  Caroliira  be 
consented  to  by  Georgia.  As  to  the  grants  of  for- 
mer description, no  knowledge  can  beobuinedbnt 
from  tha  ojimionaof  those  acoauDted  with  the 
iransBctkins  nt  that  eottntrf;  but  of  the  latlA, 
eoDis  apiaion,  though  not  a  correct  one,  may  be 
fonned.  The  enclosed  paper,  which  I  have  pto- 
ffured  from,  the  .Secretary's  omoe,  and  which  aiay 
be  relied  on  as  eosrect,  eoMains  a  Ual  of  every 
^ni,  and  the  number  oT  acres  ia  ewe k,  that  have 
Hsaedtoihecottntyof  BuneMaba,(the  only  cotrntj 

Knts  can  issue  to,  by  which  Oeot|pa  can  be  a^ 
te^)  smoe  April,  ISQ^  (the  time  Geergia  a»- 
qaired  (bat  territory  {)  fimm  a  view  of  whieb.  I  a« 
perana^cd,  yonr  ExecUency  will  thin^  with  mo, 
that,  to  judge  fromthe  qoautitka  contained  in  (he 
teveral  grant*,  but  a  small  <itifn)tity,  if  any,  wm 
entered  or  seenred  through  motives  of  speculation  j 
not  will  the  quantity  ^raated  awear  otherwise 
than  small,  when  the  aiiuallon  knd  extent  of  that 
eooDtryare viewed,  it  baipg  oaehundred  and  thirty 
milesin  extent  and  from  sixty  to  seventy  in  breadth, 
the  most  recently  settled  of  any  other  county  in 
the  State,  and  abounds,  in  every  part,  i|i  unappro- 
priated lands.  Allowing  a  proportionate  quantity 
of  the  land  granted  to  be  in  the  quarter  to  affect 
Georgia,  it  cannot  be  an  object  with  her,  who 
abounds  as  much,  or  probably  more  than  any  other 
State  in  the  Union  in  unappropriated  lands,  to  in- 
sist on  Ihe  establishment  of  a  principle  that  man- 
ifestly tends  tc  iddividual  oppression. 

Your  Excellency's  apprehensions,  therefore,  that 
,  the  whole  (rf  the  territory  In  question  is  covered 
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\j  the  ffranti  of  North  Carolina,  I  coDceiv«  are 
not  well  fouoded.  Neither  is  your  iarormatioo 
correct,  (if  I  am  rightly  inforraed,)  that  rery  few 
of  the  iDbabitaots  oa  the  territory  in  quescioa  are 
holderi  of  land  granted  by  North  Carolioa,  but 
that  the  holders  under  the  North  Carolina  giBats 
TMide  at  a  coasiderable  distance  from  the  land. 
Should  the  bouodarf  of  Georgia  exiead  at  far 
north  u  she  claims  jurisdiction,  my  iaforiDation 
induces  me  to  believe  that  many  of  the  preseDi 
johahiiaDis  are  holders  of  land  under  North  Car- 
olina titles,  which  will  become  forfeited,  unless  the 
proriso  mentiaoed  is  agreed  to  by  Georgia. 

The  nsage  of  nations,  as  well  aa  the  naiform  pol- 
icy adopted  by  erery  State  in  tbeUiiion,(QeoTgia 
in  this  instance  excepted,)  on  fixing  their  bound- 
ary with  a  sister  State,  tends  to  pioTc  ihat'indi- 
Tiduals'  property,  in  such  cases,  ought  to  be  pro- 
tected ;  aodas  ibe  territory  in  question, at  the  lime 
it  was  acquired  by  Georgia,  was  known  by  her  to 
be  in  the  situation  it  now  is,  as  respects  the  lioe 
nod  the  lands  entered,  oi  rery  nearly  so,  tjiere  ap- 
pears no  reason,  founded  on  justice,  wby  we  should 
depart  from  the  uniform  custom  that  has  prerailed. 

Your  Excellency  may  be  assnred  that  North 
Carolina  ii  as  truly  desirous  as  Georgia  can  b^ 
and  as  much  so  as  any  State  in  the  Union,  of  lir- 
in^  on  terms  of  harmony  and  good  understanding 
with  her  sister  Sutes ;  nor  is  there  a  State  in  the 
'Doion  who  would  regret  more  than  she  would  a 
departure  on  her  part  from  those  just  principles 
vnicb  free  and  independent  States  ought  at  all 
times  to  observe  towards  each  other;  nor  would 
ahe  oa  the  present  occasion  perseTere  with  such 
earnestness,  were  she  not  full^  persuaded  of  the 
jnstness  of  the  principle  for  which  she  contends. 

On  lOBlure  redeciion,  I  am  compelled  to  decline 
aoc^ding  to  the  propoailion  made  by  your  £xcel- 
lency,  oftnoning  the  line  between  our  Slates,  aod 
leaving  the  qaestion  of  the  proviso  in  the  act  of 
this  State  to  (be  after-delibeniion  oT  the  L»isla- 
tnres  of  the  two  States,  froin  a  thorough  belief 
tliat.  were  I  to  accede  to  it,  I  ahoald  be  acting  di- 
rectly in  opposition  to  the  known  will  and  inten- 
tion of  the  Legislaiare,  and  oontrary,  in  my  opin- 
itm,  lo  propriety ;  nor  do  I  think  that  any  partial 
proceedings  would  be  attended  with  benefidal 
aSlHstft— indeed,  it  is  to  be  apprehended  ih^y  might 
tendio  irritate  more  than  conciliate. 

I  hare  and  shall  continue  to  discouDtenaoce,  by 
every  means  in  my  power,  all  outrages  and  vio- 
lences, on  the  part  or  the  citizens  of  North  Caro- 
lina, towards  tnose  of  Georgia,  in  the  qoarter  now 
the  subject  of  controversy ;  and  hope  the  like  will 
be  done  by  your  Excellency,  on  the  part  of  (he  cili- 
zeo>  of  your  State,  to  prevent,  as  far  as  possible, 
those  animosities  which  but  too  frequently  prevail 
in  such  cases. 

I  Tery  much  lament  (hat  so  desirable  an  object 
19  that  of  having  the  line  aEceriained  and  marked 
between  the  two  Stales  must  be  postponed  for 
■uch  a  length  of  lime;  but  it  appears  inevitable, 
under  the  laws  of  this  SiatCj  while  your  Excel- 
lency retains  your  present  opinion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sit,  with  higl^  coiuidei- 


aiioD  and  respect,  your  filzeellencv's  most  obedi- 
t  servant,  J.  TURNEE. 

His  Exc'y  John  Milledoe, 

Govenwr  of  the  Stale  of  Georgia. 


Whereas,  by  ceruin  articles  of  agreement  and 
cession  entered  into  on  the  34ih  day  of  April,  180£^ 
bv  and  between  the  Commissioners  of  the  State 
of  Georgia  on  the  one  part,  and  the  Conommis- 
sionen  of  the  United  States  on  the  other  part,  a 
tract  of  territory,  situated  south  of  the  southern 
boundary  of  the  States  of  North  Carolina  mad  Ten- 
nessee, and  adjoining  thu  State,  was  ceded  by  the 
United  States  to  the  8  late  of  Georgia:  aod  whereat 
the  Indian  claim  to  that  part  of  toe  said  territory 
the  head  of  FrenchBroadriTer,aDd  within 
iwinc  boundaries,  to  wit :  beginning  on  the 
of  the  ridge  of  mountains  called  uie  Blue 
Ridge,  where  the  same  is  criMied  by  the  latitude 
thirty-five  degrees  uotih  of  the  equator ;  tbence, 
with  the  said  ridge  of  mountains,  to  the  temporary 
boundary  line,,  run  by  General  Pickens,  between 
the  Cherokee  tribe  of  Indiaas  and  the  Stale  of 
South  Carolina ;  along  the  said  boundary  line, 
north,  fortVrGvB  degrees  east,  to  an  aah  tree,  at  the 
disiaiice  of  forty  miles  on  the  said  tine  from  Ta- 
galo  river,  near  the  Brass  Town  creek;  thence, 
along  the  boundary  line  run  by  Coloael  I^eies^ 
under  the  aulhority.of  Cingrets,  oortfa,  fifty  de- 
grees west,  to  the  intersection  of  the  said  line  with 
parallel  of  latitude  ihiriy-five  degrees  north  of  the 
equator;  thence,  along  tbesaid  parallel  of  latitude, 


Ihe^lh 


t  of  the  Blue  Ridge  aforesaid,  waa 

extinguished  by  treaty  held  and  concluded  near 
Tellico.  on  the  2d  day  of  October,  1798;  and  a  coi^ 
siderable  setUemeBt  has  been  formed  thereat,  and 
the  inhabitants  thereof  have  petitioned  this  Le- 
gislature to  beinoorporated  in  the  Goverameattrf 
this  State! 

Seo.  1.  Beit  ther^<frt  enacted  by  the  Senate  and 
Bouie  of  Bepreeentativei  of  the  Slate  of  Georgia, 
in  General  AeMmblg  met,  That  the  territory  lying 
within  the  bouodwy  latt  mentioned,  to  which  the 
Indian  claim  haih  teen  extinguished,  shall  be  a 
county,  to  be  called  aitd  koowa  by  the  name  of 
Walton. 

Sno.  3.  Andbeitfialhertnacted,  That  Richard 
Williamson,  Kilt  Smith,  James  Lefoy,  EheBCser 
Fain,  aikd  Reuben  Allen,  be,  and  they  ate  herebjr, 
appointed  josticea  of  the  inferior  coiin  of  theaaid 
county,  which  court  shall  hare  iIm  sama  powen 
and.  jurisdictiwi  a>  the  inferioi  courts  of  other 
counties  within  this  State. 

Sio.  3.  And  be  it Jwlher  enacted,  Thatthejoa- 
liees  of  the  Inferior  eouris  aforesaid,  or  any  three 
or  more  of  them,  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  io- 
vesled  with  full  power  aod  autht^ity  to  decide 
and  fix  upon  some  convenient  situation,  as  newly 
central  as  circama lances  will  admit  of,  on.  which 
shall  be  erected  a  court  house  and  jail^  to  define 
(he  militia  company  disiricta,  ikot  exceeding  two 
i  in  the  Mid  covnty,  which  shall  be  added  to  and 
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become  a  p&rt  or  the  third  brigade  of  the  third  di- 
risioB  of  tiie  militia  of  ihta  Slate;  to  sppoiDttno 
CQQstables,  ooe  for  each  militia  company^E  diairiet, 
vbo  shall  seTerallv  hold  their  appointments  for 
two  feais  from  ana  afier  the  dale  of  iheirappoint- 
mentSj  and  uolil  succesaars  shall  be  apjjointed  and 
qualified;  to  letf  a  county  taionlhe  inliabtlants 
of  the  said  county,  in  suen  manner  as  the^  may 
deem  least  oppreasive,  for  the  parpose  of  rBisinga 
fund  for  bniUing  the  court-house  and  jail,  and 
other  county  purposes ;  aiMl  to  appoial  a  collector 
to  collect  the  same,  who  shall  give  bond,  In  the 
penalty  of  double  tne  sum  to  be  collected,  with 
such  security  as  the  said  justices  may  approve  of, 
for  the  raitbfUl  discharge  of  his  duty  ana  the  trust 
leposed  in  him. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  Jrtrther  enacted.  That,  until 
a  court-house  shall  be  completed  at  the  permanent 
seal,  la  be  Szed  upon  as  aforesaid,  the  court  shall 
beholden,  aod  other  public  busiaen  of  Ihecounty 
tTBnsacted,*t  the  dwelliug-house  of  William  Alleo. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  ettocted,  That  the 
jnaticesof  the  inferior  court  aforesaid,  or  any  three 
or  more  of  them,  shall  assemble  at  the  place  herein 
before  pointed  out  for  holding  courts^  oa  the  first 
Monday  iu  January,  1804 ;  and  after  publicly  ad- 
ministerinft  to  eacholher,aiid  severally  subscribing 
the  oaths  prescribed  by  the  laws  and  constitution 
of  this  Slate  to  be  administered  to  the  justices  of 
the  inferior  courts,  they  shall  noiuinats  two  jus- 
tices of  (he  peace  in  each  militia  company  dis- 
trict, and  traosmit  such  nomination  to  his  Excel- 
lency the  OoTernor,  without  delay,  in  order  that 
cammissions  may  issue  for  such  justices  of  the 
peace. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
iobabitants  of  the  said  couDty  shall  be  entitled  to 
elect  and  return  one  Senator  and  one  Represen- 
tative to  the  Lfgislatnre,  under  the  same  regula- 
tions and  lesirictioDS  as  other  counties  in  this 
State:  and  lo  elect  militia  officers  in  the  manner 
pointed  out  by  the  militia  laws  of  this  State. 

Seo.  r.  And  be  itjitrtker  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  said  iusiiceb  of  the  inferior  court, 
or  any  two  or  more  of  them,  to  give  notice  at  the 
place  appointed  for  holding  courts,  and  at  two 
other  of  the  most  public  places  within  the  county, 
twentydays  previous  to  (he  day  appointed  for  hl)ld- 
ing  an  election,  and  shall  hold  an  election  for  clerk 
of  the  said  court,  sheriff,  coroner,  and  county  sur- 
Teyor;  which  election  shall  be  byWloc  of  all  the 
free  male  white  citizens  of  the  said  couuty  above, 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  shall  be  opened, 
held,  and  coudncted  by  (be  said  jus(ices,  m  the 
same  manner  as  other  eleetions  for  county  officers 
are  held  within  this  Slate;  and  the  persons  hav- 
ing the  highest  number  of  votes  shall  be  declared 
dtily  elected,  and  shall  hold  their  offieet  during 
the  lime  prescribed  br  (he  laws  and  eonstituiioa 
of  this  Stale,  aod  shall  be  cdmmisxioped  by  the 
Governor,  and  take  the  oaths  of  office  prescribed 
by  law. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  free 
white  persona,  citizens  of  the  United  States,  being 
actual  settlers  within  the  limits  of  the  aaid  couq- 
ty,  on  the  aixiaenih  day  of  May  Im(  past,  who  may 


ence,  founded  on  occupancy,  to  the  lands  on  which 
such  persons  were  so  settled,  not  exceeding  two 
hundred  acres  lo  any  one  family,  and  shall  receive 
grants  for  the  same,  free  of  purchase,  office  fees 
excepted,  wheu  or  so  soon  afler  as  an  office  shall 
be  'opened  for  eran(ing  ou(  the  said  laud,  as  cir- 
cumstances win  permit. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  UJitrtlier  enacted,  That  his  Ez- 
cellpQcy  the  Governor  be  authorized,  and  he  is 
hereby  requested,  to  make  immediate  application 
lo  the  Oovernment  of  North  Carolina  to  co-oper^ 
ate  with  this  State  in  running  out  and  plainly 
marking  the  dividing  line  between  (l)e  8(8(es, 
withou(delay,and  for  (his  purpose  to  appoint  three 
fit  and  proper  persons,  with  full  power,  on  the  part 
of  ibis  State,"  to  join  such  persons  as  may  be  ap- 
pointed with  like  powennon  the  part  of  the  Slate 
of  North  Carolina,  to  run  and  plainly  mark  the 
said  dividing  liue.  And  this  act  shall  stand  sus- 
pended, and  not  take  efiect,  oniil  the  aforesaid  line 
shall  have  been  run  accovdingly;  provided  the 
same  shall  be  so  run  and  marked  withm  six  mooths 


Speaker  Houae  of  Reft. 
DAVID  EMANUEL,. 

Pretident  of  tht  Senate. 
Assented  to,  December  10, 1803. 

JOHN  MILLEDGE,  Gov't. 


An  Act  sppointbig  Commissionerafer  ascertaining  and 
dividiag-tha  lina  between  this  State  and  the  State  of 
North  Carolina. 

Whereas,  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  South 
.Carolina,  passed  the  eighth  day  of  March,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
seven,  certain  delegates  were  fully  authorized  to 
assign  over  to  the  United  Slates  alt  thai  tract  of 
territory  within  the  chartered  limits  of  the  said 
Slate,  lying  and  being  within  the  boundaries  and 
hereinafter  described,  thai  is  to  say,  all  the 
tract  of  country  included  within  the 
jeginnin^  at  that  part 
which  IS  intersected 
by  the  southern  boundary  line  of  North  Carolina, 
and  continuing  along  the  said  boundary  line  until 
it  shall  intersect  a  ridge  or  chain  of  mountains 
which  divides  the  eastern  from  the  western  waters ; 
thence  tlong  the  said  ridge  of  mountains  to  where 
it  intersects  a  liue  fo  be  drawn  due  west  from  the 
head  of  the  Bouthem  branch  of  Tugalo  river  to 
the  said  mountains,  and  thence  to  run  a  due  wrst 
course  to  the  river  Mississippi:  and  whereas  the 
United  States  did  accept  of  a  deed  of  cession, 
executed  by  the  said  dele^tes  in  due  form,  on  the 
seveoih  day  of-August,  m  the  year  of  onr  Lord 


territory  or  tract  of  country  inc 
river  Mississippi  and  a  line  uegi 

of  the  said  i'lretV 


and  whereas,  that  previous  t 
aforesaid  deed  of  cession,  that  is  to  say,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  ihoQsand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-two,  the  Governors  of  ihe  then  provinces 
of  North  and  South  Carolina,  by  virtue  of  an 
order  of  George  the  Third,  King  of  Great  Britain, 


dbyGoo^Ie 


Ml 


AITKNDIX 


appointed  commiBsioneM  to  alter  the  line  between 
the  two  proTinces  ■foreMtd,  dow  Slates  of  North 
and  South  Carolioa,  which  said  line  was  actuallf 
tun  aad  ascerlaioea  by  the  said  commiB«ionerB: 
and  that  the  said  line  was  comiDued  from  the  end 
of  the  line  northwest  from  Little  River,  a  due 
weal  conne,,lo  the  lands  beloneiag  to  the  Catawba 
Dation  of  Indiansi  thence  northwardly  with  tbeir 
lands,  so  as  to  leave  the  same  in  South  Carolina; 
thence  due  west:  by  which  proceeding  it  evidently 
appears  that  all  Ihe  land  comprehended  within 
the  limits  of  WaLton  county,  and  as  far  as  the 
thirty-fifth  degree  of  north  latitude,  continued  to  be 
the  property  of  South  Carolina,  until  their  deed  of 
cesaion  to  the  United  States:  and  whereas  arti- 
cles of  agreement  and  cession  were  entered  itaio, 
and  signed,  sealed,  and  executed  by  commissioa- 
ers  duly  authorized  by  the  United  States  and  this 
State,  respectively,  oD  the  twenty-fourth  day  of 
April,  in  tbB  year  of  our  Lard  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  two,  which  were  ratified  by  Ibis 
State  on  the  sixteenth  day  of  June  following,  by 
which  articles  of  agreement  and  cession  aforesaid 
the  United  States  conveyed  to  ibis  Slate  bath  the 
tight  of  soil  and  jurisdiction  to  all  the  territory 
Within  the  aforecaid  boundaries  and  limits  whicn 
the  State  of  South  Carolina  had  any  claim  to  at 
the  time  the  State  made  a  cession  of  the  same  to 
the  QeAeral  Government; 

And  whereas  the  State  of  Georgia  did,  being 
Tcaled  by  the  articles  of  agreement  and  cession 
aforesaid  with  tbe  riehtof  soil  and  jurisdiction  of 
the  lands  within  thelimits  of  the  county  of  Wal- 
ton, pass  an  act  on  the  tenth  day  of  December,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  ei^ht  hundred 
and  three,  entitled  'An  act  to  estaUisb  a  county 
in  the  territory  lately  acquired  by  a  cession  of  the 
United  States,"  which  said  act  has  been  carried 
completely  into  effect ;  and  the  said  county  of 
Walton,  in  pursuance  of  the  same,  hath  been  duly 
organized,  aad  the  aothotiiy  of  ttiis  Slate  exei- 
Ctoed  therein: 

And  whereas  it  is  necessary  that  commissiouT 
ers,  on  the  partaodbehalf  of  this  State,  should  be 
appointed  to  meet  any  commissioners  which  may 
hereaAer  be  appointed  by  the  State  of  Korth  Caro- 
lina for  the  purpose  of  marking  more  plainly  the 
line,  in  every  part,  designating  the  county  of 
Walton. 

Sgo.  1.  Be  it  Otertfore  enacted  fiy  the  SenaU 
aad  Benue  ^  Btpraentativa  qf  the  Slate  of 
Georgia,  tn  Cfenerai  Atetmblymet,  and  by  the  ou- 
thotttyt^lheeanie^  That  his  Excellency  the  Qov- 
amoi  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  re- 
quired to  appoint  two 'or  bore  fit  and  proper  per- 
BODs,  as  commissioners  on  the  part  and  behalf  of 
this  Stale,  vith  full  and  competent  power,  to  meet 
any  two  or  mote  commissioaers  that  may  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  State  of  North  Carolina  for  the 

B  of  ■    '_      ■  

iforesaid  county 
ABRAfJAM  JACKSON, 
&>eaker  oftke  JIottK  of  RepretetUalvoe*. 
JARED  IRWIN, 

PrfMidmt  of  the  Senate. 

A*MQted  to:  December  10, 1805. 


SLAVE  TBADE. 

[Conunnaieatsd  to  the  Honte,  Febnmy  13, 1806.] 

7b  the  Smote  aad  Houet  of 

R^uenlativa  of  the  United  State*: 

It  is  to  us  a  subject  of  deep  r^ret  that  eiroam- 
Btances  once  more  command  an  address  to  you  in 
the  languBse  of  solicitation.  In  thus  calling  youi 
allenlioo  from  objects  of  importance  to  tnosc 
which  may  perhaps  be  deemed  of  iuferioi  mo- 
ment, we  are  not  Bctnated  by  an  ignoble  passion 
for  renown.  Far  otherwise ;  we  are  perfectly 
content  to  pass  down  the  stream  of  time  unno- 
ticed by  the  world,  unrewarded  by  celebrity.  If 
the  purposes  whicn  we  hold  up  to  view  for  at- 
tainmeut  are  bnt  accomplished,  entire  satisfaction 
will  be  ours^  though  fame  record  not  our  action*. 
The  eii&teace  of  injustice  and  a  wish  to  eradi- 
cate it,  have  alone  drawn  us  from  the  obscurity 
of  private  life. 

S.oureea  of  affliction  stilt  force  themselves  npon 
the  feelings  of  your  memorialists  in  viewiuff  the 
land  of  their  nativity  and  affection.  Thonga  the 
horizon  in  some  places  has  resumed  its  native 
lustre,  dark  clouds  intercept  its  splendor  in  others. 
We  still  bear  the  clankiag  fetters  of  slavery  ia 
the  dominions  of  liberty  \  and  we  h«at  them  with 


That  tEe  cause  of  this  injnrions  change  shoufd 
be  legalized,  we  can  but  lament.  We  aak  not  the 
interposition  of  Congisss.  Though  it  is  believed 
to  be  within  their  inclination,  weknow  it  it  be- 
ypnd  their  power.  The  abject  of  this  memorial 
la  the  removal  of  other  evils. 

Eminence  in  the  slave  trade  has  long  disgrace- 
fully distinguished  a  number  of  the  citizen*  of  as 
Eastern  State.  Regardless  of  their  own  or  their 
country's  reputatiou.  they  have  long  been  the  in- 
human forgers  of  chains  for  the  sonc  of  Africa. 
By  their  means  the  American  Sag  still  coulinoa 
to  flutter  on  ai^  insulted  territory,  the  witness  of 
the  greatest  enormities.  Parent*  ai«  torn  from 
ehildren,  husbands  from  wives ;  in  a  word,  thou- 
sands of  freemen  are  annually  dragged  into  slave- 
ry, throagh  the  instrumentality  of  the  vessels,  the 
ciiiiens,  and  the  produce  of  the  Unrted  States; 
and  this,  too,  in  undisguised  contravention  of  the 
laws  of  their  country.  To  one  of  the  practice* 
to.  which  the  African  traders  of  the  place  alluded 
to  bav«  rewrted  far  escaping  even  a  chance  of 
punishment,  we  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  (rf* 
the  wisdom  of  the  Union.  We  say  chance  of 
pnnisbmcot,  for  he  wIm  there  dares  to  step  for- 
ward Co  assert  the  laws  of  ibe  land  hazards  hi*  life. 

It  is  declared,  in  the  first  section  of  an  act  of 
Congress,  passed  May  10,  1600,  unlawful  for  any 
citizen  pf  the  United  States,  or  other  perBOn  t«- 
aiding  within  the  United  Slates,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, to.hold  any  right  or  property  In  any  veaad 
employed  in  the  iraniportation  of  slaves  from  one 
foreisn  country  to  another ;  and  any  right  or  prop- 
erty oelongiog  as  aforetaid  shall  be  &irfeited,  and 
may  be  libelled  and  condemned  for  th6  use  of  the 
peraon  who  shall  sue  for  the  same,  dtc.  Under 
ihi*  act,  giving  the  whole  forfeiture  to  the  !&• 
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former,  the  rettch  of  tktm  who  teen  it*  peml- 
liei  ire  librllod  and  condeiDiied  by  cDlln^ioQ  with 
th^r  friend*.  The  defendant!,  by  thia  mtekerjr 
of  jmiec,  pa i^  their  t^mIi  from  crime,  subject- 
ing iJiemsctTei  mere);  to  an  ineoBsiderable  ex- 
pciuc.  Froa  niioiKBtiMwble  anihoriir  we  are 
■Mured  of  8eT«nl>  evauoDB  of  thia  dMerlplion. 
To  ptevent  lb>m,  aod  ttrraythea  thapronaioni 
of  the  actt  gvaeraily  bpoo'the  iBbjeetof  the  lUve 
trade,  ire  weald  Mf  gnt  to  Coagnm  tha  protorieif 
of  eneh  an  atMtmtistis  in  the  law  as  to  eatiile  the 
Uflilad  Eliatea,  in  allfiaaea,  to  a  proportion  of  the 
OMdanued  article^  aitd  anoexiag  totfaepertona 
asgageit'ib  thi<  traffic  (rinee  shamfr  ia  a  powcrfol 
motive  10  aotian)  a  dittpialifieaiioB  to  hoU  anj 
efiee  aitder  ihe  Uaiced  States. 

Yonr  memorifllitla  wonid  farther  vagge^t  an- 
other alteration  of  the  peml  «odr.  By  the  same 
law  of  ISOO,'  rolDBlarilr  amring-on  board  veasels 
employed  in  the  tranaporiaiioB  of  slaves  from  oUe 
foreign  oouairy  to-«nother  i«  declared  unlawful. 
The  paaiahment  ef  ihia  oSenee  ia  directed  to  he 
br  iadiclment.  Bj  llie.  eslatjng  law,  eriminsl 
proseentions  caa  only  be  aapported,  with  some 
few  exceptiona,  by  viva  voce  testimony.  The  ao 
cased,  upon  the  trial,  mint  be  eonfronted  by  the 
witneaaes  acainat  him.  To  aeatnen,  the  know- 
ledge of  infneliatia  of  the  part  of  the  law  latt  Bl- 
inded to  is  Bsaally  oonStied.  Person*  whose  arO- 
eaiionaeonatMitly  lead  them  from  their  ttomes  10 
diatant  plaees,  and  whoae  attendance  at  trial  it  i« 
of  conrsp  generally  impoasiUe  to  secure,  without 
■objeering  ihem  to  ibe  palpable  injustice  of  coS' 
inement,'  or  an  ianoRrenience  eqbally  great,  that 
of  compelling  by  aurety  tUeir  presence  at  a  par- 
tkalar  day,  on  which,  nnexpectedly  and  unarold- 
ably,  ikcy  may  be  hundreds  of  miles  fVom  ttie 
aeeae  of  trial.  Thia  diAcalty,  it  ia  apprehended, 
woold  be  obvihted  by  remeviog  frotn  written  tea- 
limony  tbe  objeetioti  to  which  it  is  now  liable  in 
crimiaat  prtieeeatioirt  onder  the  law  »f  1800,  and 
glTiog  il,  in  nth  oaae&the  force  which  it  pos. 
aesaes  in  cdTJl  aeti  wa.  W^  bare  B6t  been  able  to 
diseorer  any  objection  to  depoaitions  fairly  takea 
in  the'  preseMe  of  prvaeciHor  aad  troseented.  It 
is,  however,  with  great  deference,  submitted  to 
Ibe  aaptiiorjndgmeDt  of  CoBgteM. 
We  hope  that,  in  thas  coneisely-tirfing  upon 
—  "'*'—  »««e  BppnhendM  defaciri  10  the  lawa 


JO"  ..  

fiw  diaeMirmment  of  the  worst  of  crimes,  inper- 
tiDeiK«  wjlf  not  be  dlaravaeaUe.  Thoagh  the 
preapeet'i*  bri^tming  m  the  eye  "of  Annflaliy,. 
tboi^  tha  penod  lapidlf'adraBeMiD  which  Con- 
greas  wtUao^Bneaeapaebyof  ptorfcrmiag,' by  e 
aing  1*  naaxpeasive  act.  Hon  good  ibaa  perinn 
•rec  fdl  ID  taa  tot  itf  atjegidataretoaeeom'slisb, 
wa-)n*a  an*.  heioi^ome»iv«doanelresatlii>erty 
to  riew  with  fawetiTe  ileal  preaont  «soe«Bea,  to 
lemedy  w^h  a  eotbpetent  anthorltr  axiais. 

Signed,  by  the  twder  of  the  Amenean  conren- 
tion  Tor  promMinar  'be  abolition  of  alarery,  &e., 
hdd  at  Pbitadelp^ia,  fWim  the  13th  to  the  Ifitb 
day  ol  Janaary,  1806. 

QBRSHOM  CRAFT,  Prwldent. 

Attest: 

Jaoaa  WaLU,  Jr.,  Sautttuj. 
Bth  Com.  8d  Sns.— 3S 


COLOmZATIOH  PROM  VIRGINIA. 

[Co— awacatod  to  Aa  Saaate,  Jan.  Id,  ISOT.] 
In  Taa  Hanae  «^  DBLnoATsa, 
ifece»7i6er  91, 1800. 
Resolved,  That  tbe  Gorernor  be  requested  to 
correspond  Wiih   ihe   President  of  the    United 
States  on  the  subject  of  purchasing  lands  without 
the  limits  of  this  "Stale,  whither  persons  obnoii- 
oQs  to  theiawt  or  dangeroui  to  the  peace  of  so- 
ciety may  be  remared. 

A  copy  from  the  JoUrAal  of  the  House  of  Del- 
(gates. 

WM.  WIRT,  CTfc.flb.2W. 

B.ioBM0itD,  Amd  16, 1801. 
Sin :  I  fftolose  yoa  a  resotation  ef  Ihe  Oeneral 
Assembly  of  this  Commonwealth,  of  the  Ian  sea- 
slan,  by  which  il  is  mademjr  duty  to  ootrespond 
with  yon  onthesnbiect  of  obtaining,  by  pnrebasei 
la<nda  withoat  the  limiWof  this  State,  to  which 


lioD  was  produced  by  Ihe  conspiracy  of  Ibe  Blarea 
which  took  place  in  thia  cily  and  Deighborhood 
last  year,  and  is  applicable  to  that  description  of 
peraona  only.  The  idea  of  aneh  an  ac^niailiopi 
waa  aDggfeeted  by  motires  of  humanity,  it  being 
intended  by  meansthereofto  provide  an  alternate 
mode'oF  puniahment  for  those  described  by  the 
resolutido  who,  nndet  the  existing  laws,  might  be 
doomed  to  suffer  death.  It  was  deemed  m(»e  hu- 
mane, and  it  is  hoped  would  be  fbnnd  in  practice 
aot  leas  expedient,  to  transport  ntoh  offenders  be- 
yond thii  limits  of  tbe  Bute. 

It  seems  to  be  the  moreobrions  intention  of  the 
Legislature,  aa  inferred  ttom  the  reaolutio'tl,  la 
make  tbe  p)D]K)»cd  acquisition  of  land  ia  the  va- 
cant Western  territory  of  the  United  StaiesL  bat 
it-does  not^mear  to  me  la  preehide  one  witfaoot 
die  limits  M|the  Union.  If  a  A'iendlf 'Power 
WD«M  designate  a  tract  ot  country  within  its  jn- 
ria^elttm,  aiher  ea  this  continent  or  on  a  neigh- 
boring ialaod,  to  whieb  we  miehi  aeod'saoh  nei^ 
aana,  it  i*  not  improbalile  the  Legisltttare  might 
prefer  it.'  In  any  arent  an  alternative  ecvld  Dot 
olberwiae  than  be  deslrabla,  aimiv,  after  matarelr 
weighing  tha-ooaditioa*  and  adrantage*  of  eack 
position,  the  Legislature  might  atill  praftr  that 
which  appeaaed  id  ha  moat  digible. 

It  ia  proper  to  remark,  that  the  latter  put  of  the 
resolution,  which  proposes  the  removal  of  saeh 
persons  ai  are  dangerous  to  the  peace  of  aooiety, 
maf  be  uBdersteod  aa  eompriaing  maay  to  whom 
the  precedisg  member  tote  not  apply.  Whether 
the  Legidainre  intended  to  sire  it  a  mora  exten- 
aire  impoK,  or,  rather,  wfaatlier  it  eoutean^ied 
removing  fh>m  the  country  any  but  cnlnriu  who 
were  condemned  to  -suffer  death,  I  will  not  ea- 
dertake  10  decide.  But  if  the  mote  enlarged  Aoih 
~  'aciini  of  the  resolution  ia  deemed  the  irne  one. 
,  furnishes,  in  my  opinion,  a  strong  additional 
moiiva  why  the  Legislalare,  in  disposing  of  thia 
great  concern,  should  command  an  alternative  of 
pUocs. 
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Abioob  BBlhs  mind  emergei,  in  (KHUemplfttiog 
Ibe  sabjecl,  beyoad  the  coniTBcted  scale  of  pro- 
vidinf  S'lnmle  of  pimiBbment  for  ofieaderR,  vast 
and  ioteresiiog  objects  preseat  themselrei  lo  view. 
It  is  impo)u:ibiB  not  to  rerolre  in  ii  the  candiiicm 
of  those  people,  the  embarta&Gmeot  they  have  al- 
[eadjr  occasioned  us,  aad'are  sliU  likely  to  subject 
us  to.  We  perceive  aD  existiqg  evil,  which  com- 
mepced  under  our  colonial  system,  wiih  which 
we  are  aot  properly  chargeable,  or,  if  at  all,  not 
in  the  present  degree ;  anii  we  acknowledge  the 
extreme  difficulty  of  remedying  it.  At  this  point 
the  mind  rests  upon  suspense,  and  snrveips  with 
Knxiety  obstacles  which  oecome  more  serious  as 
we  approach  them.  I(  is  vain  for  the  Legislatiwe 
to  deliberate  on  the  subject  in  the  extent  which  it 
ic  ctipaJile  of,  -with  a  view  to  adopt  the  system  of 
policy  which  appears  to  it  most  wise  and  just,  if 
It  have  not  ihe  meaos  of  execoiing  it.  To  lead 
to  a  sound  decIaion,'aad  make  ihe  result  a  happy 
one,  it  it  necessary  that  the  field  of  practicable 
expedieqts  be  opened  to  its  electioii  on  the  widest 
possible  scale. 

Under  this  view  of  the  subject,  I  shall  be  hap- 
py to  be  advised  by.you  whether  a  tract  of  land 
in  Ihe  Western  territory  of  the  United  Statet  can 
be  procured  for  this  purpose^  in  what  quarter,  aod 
on  what  terms;  and  also  whether  any  fritadly 
Power  will  permit  us  to  remuve  such  penitna 
within  its  limits,  with  liite  precision  as  to  the 
place  and  conditions.  It  is  possible  a  friendly 
Poller  msy  be  disposed  n  promote  a  population 
of  the  kind  referred  to,  and  willing  to  facilitate 
the  measure  by  co-operating  wiib  the  accomplish- 
ment  of  it.  It  nay  ^convenient  for  you  (o  sound 
■uch  Powers,  especially  those  iinore  ipimediately 
in  our  neighborhood,  on  the  subject,  in  all  the 
riews  whicu  may  appear  to  you  to  be  suitable. 

you  will  perceife  that  1  invite  vour  attention 
to-a  subject  of  great  delicacy  ana  im^rtanee; 
ooa  which,  in  a  peculiar  degree,  inT«lTea  the  fa- 
tura  peace,  tranquillity,  and  happiness  of  the  good 
people  of  this  pommaawealtk  J  do  li^  however, 
in  a  confidence  that  yqu  will  take  that  interest  io 
it  which  wearetanaht  lo  expect  from  yxiur  eon- 
duct  through  life,  Wftich  gisea  you  so  many  high 
claims  to.our  regstd. 

With  great  respect,  I  kave  the  boiwr  to  t>a,  &c. 
JAMB3  HONROJ^. 
-  TbOmab  JBrrKMBOn,  ■     ■ 

Prendent  ^  ihe  Umltd  Staim, 

WieuiNOTOn,  Not.  24, 1801. 
DsAK  S19  :  I  had  not  been  unmindful  of  your 
letter  of  June  IS,  corerisg  a  letter  of  the  House 


subject,  and  .the  belief  ibat  it  ^ve  us  time  for 
CMsideration  till  the  next  meeting  of  the  Lagi»- 
lature,  hate  induced  me  lo  defei  the  answer  to 


_    .    J  the  subject,  and  necessa^ 

rily  presenting  ihemsrires  to  view,  would  be 
improper  but  for  your  and  the  legislative  eat. 
That!  publication  might  have  an  ill  effect  ift  mon 
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than  one  quarter.    In  confidence  of  attentioB  to 
Ibis,  I  shall  indulR«  gieatei  freedom  in  writing. 

Common  malefaqtors,  I  presume,  make  no  part 
of  the  object  ot  that  resolutioD.  Neiibettbennmr 
hers  nor  the  nature  of  their  offmoee  seem  to  re- 
quire any  provisions  beyond  those  practised  here- 
lofoTO,  and  found  adequate  to  the  reprassion  of 
ordinary  crimes.  Conspiracy,  insurgency,'  trea- 
son, rel^lioB,  among  that  description  of  penona 
who  brought  on  us  the  alarm,  and  on  theioaelTei 
the  tragedy  of  ISOO,  were  .doubtleas  within  the 
view  of  everyone;  but  many  perimpa  contem- 
plated, and  one  expression  of  iQejesotatiou  might 
comprehend,  a  mpch  larger  scope.  Respect  to 
both  opiniofik  makes  it  my  duty  lo  unde^tand  the 
resolution  in  all  the  extent  01  which.it  is  lua- 
ceptibde. 

The  idea  seems  to  be,  to  provide  for  these  peo- 
ple by  a  purchase  of  lands ;  and .  it  ia  asked  whe- 
ther such  a  purchase  can  be  made  of  the  UnitMi 
States  in  thair  Western  territory  7  A  very  great 
of  coun[ry,nar[hof  the  Ohio,  has  bemlaid 
a  lownshijM,  and  isjiow  at  market,  accord- 
10  the  protisjons  of  the  act  of  Congrcas,  with 
wuich  you  are  acquainted.  There  la  aothiag 
which  would  restrain  tbe  Slate  of  Virginta  either 
in  the  purchjise  or  the  application  of  tbew  land*. 
But  a,  purchase  by  the  acre  mighif  perhapa,  be  a 
more  expensive  provision  than  the  House  oTEtep- 
resenutLves  contemplated,  bastions  would  alao 
arise,  whether  the  establishment  of  such  a  eolonr 
within  our  limits,  and  toheciHne  a  part  of  oac 
Union,  would  be  desirable  to  tb^  State  of  Firgtitia 
itself,  or  to  the  other  Slates,  eapeeially  tboae  who 
would  be  in  its  vicinity.  . 

Could  we  procure  landa  beyond  the  limits  of 
the  United  States  to  form  a  receptacle  for  iheia 
people  1  On  our  nordicrn  boundary,'  the  eonntry 
not  occupied  by  British  subjects  is  the  property 
of  Indian  nations,  vhow  title  Wonid  hare  10  be 
extioguisfaed,  With  -the  consent  of  Qreat  Britain, 
and  the  new  settlers  would  beBritish  subjeeis.  It 
ii  hardly  to  be  belie  red  that;  either  Qreat  Britain 
or  the  Indian  proprien)r«.bava  so  disHiteveateda 
-regard  for  us  as  to  ba  wiQiag  to  relieve  oa  by  re- 
ceiving .suob.aeolaay  ^emselres,  and  as  much  to 
be  doubted  whether  tbai  nee  of  men  could  long 
sxist '  in  so  rigorous  a  climate.  On  01A'  waatam 
aoflaouthern  liroiitieri  Spain  boldB,an  immenae 
cquntiy,  the  occi^t^ncy  of  which,  buwerer,  is  in 
the  Indian  natives,  except  a  few  insulated  apota 
posaessed  bySpanisliBubiects.  It  is  Tery  qvBMion- 
■ble,  indeed,  Hbether  iLe  Indians  woald  aell; 
whether  Spain  would  he  willing  to  reeeiva  Uieae 
people,  aad  ^eBrt)^  certain  that  she  would  ikot 
alienate  the  soveraigntv. ,  The  same  i^neatien  to 
onrselves  w<mld  recur  nere  also,  as  did  m  the  BiM 
case :  Should  we  be  willing  to  have  iucIls  col- 
ony in  contact  wiih  us?  However  Mir  preaent 
interests  may  restrain  us  within  our  limitsi  it  is 
imppuible  not  to  look  forward  lo  distant  times, 
when  our  rajiid  multiplieaiion  will  expand  itself 
beyond  those  limits,  aod  cover  the  whole  northern, 
if  not  the  soathern  coDtintnl,  with  a  people 
same  language,  sovemed  in  aimilai 
■inuUr  taWs.    not  san  we  ooatem- 
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plats  with  utiiifaciioa  either  blot  or  mixture  on 
that  BUtface.  Spain,  France,  and  P<»tiigHl  hold 
posieHions  on  the  ■onthern  cootioeot,  aa  to  which 
I  am  not  well  euodgh  informed  to  say  how  fat 
the*  might  meet  our  Tiews.  Bat  eiihra  there  tn 
ilt  the  northern  cODtineai,  ihould  the  caailiiuted 
authoriliet.ar  Virginia  Jx  their  atlenfion  of  ntef- 
erence,  I  will  hare  the  diapositions  of  those  Pow- 
eiB  wHinded  in  the  Srst  inatBDee, 

The  W«ii  Indies  offer  a  mora  prababk  and 
practieable  retreat  fDr'ikc.m.  Inhabited  already 
Vf  a  people  .of  iheir  own  raca  and  color,  climalei 
coDgaoial  with  their  nataral  ctHMtitaiiqn,  inBnla- 
ted  from  the  other  deaonptioiu  of  men,  nature 
ceeme  to  have  fortned  theae-islandi  to  become  the 
receptacles  of  the  black*  transplanted  into  this 
hemisphere.  Whether  we  eould  obtain  from  the 
European  sorereigns  of  tliose  islands  leaTB  to 
send  thither  the  penona  D[rder  contemplation.  I 
cannot  say ;  but  I  think  it  more  probable  than  the 
former  proiiositioot,  because  of  their  twing  aU 
ready  innabited  more  or  less  bv  the  same  race. 
The  most  promisiae  portion  of  them  is  iKe  island 
of  St.  Doming,  where  the  blacks  are  established 
into  a  sorereigoty  de /oclo,  and  have  organized 
themselves  under  teffulsr  laws  and  governiaent. 
I  should  conjecture  inat  their  present  ruler  might 
be  willing,  on  many  con  sid  era  I  ions,  to  receive 
eren  that  description  which  would  oe  exiled  for 
acts  deemed  crioinal  by  us,  hut  meritorious,  per- 
haps, by  bim.  The  possibility  that  these  exiles 
might  stimulate  and  conduct  vindictive  or  preda- 
tory descents  on  our  coasts,  and  facilitate  concert 
with  their  brethren  remaioing  here,  looks  to  a 
state  of  things  between  that'  islaikd  and  ns  not 
probable  on  a  contemplation  of  our  relative 
•trength^  add  of  the  disproportioD  daily  growing; 
and  It  IS  Qverweighed  by  the  humanitjr  of  the 
measures  proposed,  and  the  advantages  of  disem- 
barTaMiiw  ourselves  ofsacb  dailt^ous  charac- 
ters. Africa  would  offer  a  lasf  and  undoubted  re- 
tort, if  all  others  more  desirable  should  fail  us. 
Whenever  the  Ltgislature  of  Virginia  shall  have 
brought  its  mind  to  a  point,  s6  that  I  biay  know 
exactly  what  to  pro]WSe  lo  foreign  authorities,  I 
will  execute  their  wishes  with  ndelily  and  zeal. 
1  hope,  however,  they  will  pardon  tne  for'  lug- 
geating  a  single  question  for  their  own  considerq- 
lioD.  When  we  contemplate  the  variety  of  coun- 
tries and  of  sovereigns  towards  which  we  may 
(lir«ct  our  views;  the  vast  revolutions  and  chau' 
get  of  circumstance*  whitih  are  now  in  a  ooune 
of  progression ;  the  possibilitiM  that  arrange- 
meots  now  to  be  nude  with  a  view  te  any  par- 
ticular place  may,  at  ito  gre&t  distance  of  time,  be 
totally  deranged  by  a  change  of  sovereigatv,  of 
government,  or  of  other  circanutaneea,  it  will  be 
for  the  Legislature  to  consider  vhather.after  thev 
shall  have  made  all  those  ^enaral  provisions  wfaion 
may  be  fixod  by  legitlativa  auAiotity,-  it  would 
bo  reposing  too  mura  confidence  in  ibeir  Exsou- 
tive  lo  leave  the  place  of  relegation  to  be  decided 
00  by  them,  and  executed -with  the  «id  »r  the 
Federal  Ezecutire.  They  could  accommodate 
their  arrangements  to  the  actual  state  of  ihinga 
IB  which  couiuiiet  oi  Fqwci*  may  bo  fMiad  i* 


exist  at  that  day,  and  may  prevent  the  effsel  of4ho 
law  from  beieg  defeated  by  intervening  cbangMb 
This,  however,  is  for  them  to  decide.  Ow  duty 
will  be  lo  reapeot  their  decision.  Accept  MBOt- 
aifces,  Sk, 

TH.  JEFFEftSON. 
To  GoveritDi  Hoiiiioi. 

RicHHONo,  DeeemierVl,  1601. 
Sir:  I  have  the  pleuure^  to  communicate  to 
the  General  Assembly  a  copy  of  my  correapond-, 
ence  with  the  President  of  the  United  States,  id 
compliance  with  the  lesolullon  of  the  31st  of  De- 
cember lasC^relative  toihe  purchase  of  lands  with- 
out the  limits  of  the  Slale.'to  which  persons  ob- 
noxious to  its  laws  or  dangcfous  to  the  peace  of 
society,  may  be  removed.  As  it  was  known  that 
the  United  States  had  lands  for  sale  in  the  Terri- 
tory lying  between  the  Ohio  and  the  Mississippi, 
a  proposition  to  laaka  the  acquisition  by  purobase 
conveyed  the  idea  of  a  preKreoce  for  a  tract  ia 
that  quarter.;  but,  as  sacti  prererence  was  not  de- 
clared, and  a  liberal  coostruction  of  the  resolution 
adraitted  a  greater  scope,  1  thought  it  rar  duty  to 
open  the  subject  in  that  light  to  the  President. 
His  reply  has  slated  fully  and  ably  the  objections 
which  occur  lo  such  an  establishment  within  the 
limits  of  the  United  States.    He  also  present*  Ic 


advantages  and  disadvantages  attending  each; 
and  assures  us  of  the  promptitude  and  zeal  with 
which  he  will  co-operate  in  carrying  iotn  effect 
whatever  plan  the  Legislature  mav  adopt  in  refer- 
ence to  Uifi  object  con  tempi  a  ted.  It  remains,- 
therefore'  for  the  General  Assembly  to  explain 
ipore  fully  the  description  of  persons  who  are  to 
be  thus  transported,  and  the  place  to  which  it  ia 
disposed  to  give  the.  preference!  As  toon  as  its 
sense  is  declared  on  those  points,  I  shall  hasteo 
to  communicate  the  same  to  th*  President,  and 
shall  not  fail  to  lay  the  result  befoie-you  at  yout 
next  session.  It  is'  proper  to  add,  thst  it  is  iho 
wish  of  the  Preaident  that  the  commuBictlioo  bt 
conaiditred  as  fionfideatial. 

1  ami  sit.  with  great  respent  and  ealeem)  y«ut 
very  hutnUe  tervant,  . 

'  .         JA3.  MONROE. 

To  the  apXAKRB  q/*  lAe  Bwciq/' iMogOte*. 

In  THE  HocBE  Of  DblWa'WB:  ' 
Saturday.  Jamuaj  16  1802. 

The  Legislature  of  this  Common *rrtliir,  by 
their  rtiolutian  of  December  last,  having  author- 
ized the  Governor  to  correspond  with  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  lelative  to  tho  pniwhwe 
(glands  without  th» limits  of  thh  State,  lowhidh 
persoDsobnoiioas  to  the  hws  or  dangerous  to  the 
peace  of'  society  might  be  removed,  from  Which 
general  expressions  a  difference  of  conatrnetion 
Has  -prevailed;  lo  renonoile  whidh,  recourse  mast 
be  had  to  the  actual  state  of  things  which  pro- 
duced the  Tcsolnlion :  therefore, 

Xetohed,  That,  as  the  resolMioa  was  not  itt- 
tflfided'  to  emkios  ofitodeM  to  fltdiiaty  orMMa, 
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to  Wblch  the  Itws  have  been  fonnd  eqimt,  bat 
antr  iboaa  for  eonnpiracy,  iDRDTaeacy,  treKwn, 
na  rebellioB,  MnoDg  thoHe  pdTticuTar  pcnons  who 
pTodoeed  the  alBrm  in  thia  State  in  tb«  Fall  of 
1800,  ibe  Gorernor  be  reqaeated,  in  carrjring  the 
raid  reEoluiioQ  into  effect  upon  [be  construction 
bere  given,  to  request  of  the  Pretiideot  of  the 
United  Stalea,  in  procuring  the  lands,  to  prefer 
the  eoatioeut  of  Africa,  or  anf  of  the  Spanish  or 
Porlngueae  settlements  in  South  America. 

lievUved,  idso,  That  the  OovernoE  be  retntested 
10  correspQiid  with  the  President  of  tbe  Uoitrd 
8ti.Iet,foi  the  purpose  of  obtaSniDf  a  place,  with- 
dntthe  limits  of  the  same,  to  ^bich  fr^e  negroes 
ot  malattoea,  and  suoh  negroes  or  mulailoea  as 
inar  be  emancipated,  rouv  be  sent,  or  cboose  to 
retnove  as  a  place  of  asylum  ;  and  thai-it  is  Dot 
ibe  Tiisli  of  the  Legislature' to  obtain,  00  behalf 


of  those  trho  t 


t  thither,  the 


ho  mav  reir 
■OTcreienty  of  such  pli 

Kaotved,  altO,  That  the  Qoreroor  lav  b 
Ibe  next  Qeneral  Assembly  the  resnlt  of  nis  cont- 


mnnications,  to  be  subject  to  ibeir  cootrdj. 
WM.  WIRT. 
Clent  Hmtieof  DeUgata. 
January  23, 1803.— Agreed  to  by  the  Senate. 
H.  BROOKESi 
CSerk  of  the  Smaie. 
'    A  copy.    Test : 

JASiES  PLEASANTS,  Ir., 
Cterk  Houte  of  DeUgaiet. 

RtCHMonD,  lihruanf  i,  1805. 

OBirrLHHBii:  I  bBve  tbe  honor  to  enclose  e 
resolatioD  ttf  the  General  Assembly,  for  ab  expla- 
luition  of  wbieb  I  beg  leave  'to  refer  you  to  the 
copies  of  letters  wbiaii  pasted  between  the  Pr^si-' 
dcDl  of  the  United  States  and  Qoveriror  Monroe, 
•nd  to  one  written  by  tbe  President  to  me,  and 
by  Ibh  mail  transmitted  to  oar  Sebaiors  ill  Coo- 
gresEj  but,  for  more  satisfactory  iDformaiiou,  I 
BsTO  to  ^efer  -you  to  the  Presidenl  himself, 
whom  I  sbad  apologise  fi^  reqacstipg  yon 
trouMe  him  oa  thi«  oceaflion ;  hut  Mcn&w  that  he 
will  with  pleasure  give  you  all  tbe  iofbrmMlion 
f«Bbiay  reqnife.-  From  the  Baibra  of  ifa$  deli- 
cate business  eooteniplBted  in  the  reaolation,  too 
will  Me  riiit  propriety  of  tb  being  considered  \ 
•ecretR>4coD#deattal.' 

I  am,  gentlemen,  witkpoat  respect,  your  obe- 
dient MlVUii  ,    ' 

JOHN  PAGE. 

The  BarKUBNTATivHa  roh  Vii<i)h).Ai 

in  Congrett, 

VimmtrniAr-AintBnl  Anembly  bsgmi  and  htii  at.  A* 

G^fkal.  in  liM  City  tt  Rkhmond,  on  Moodar.  Uw 

*ird  dqt. of  DKMabat,.in  Ike-yaw  of  our  Lord  4HM 

Aoasattd  «ght  hoDdnd  and  four,  and  of  tba  Cooi. 

Bwwaalth  the  twcu^-i^lh : 

Sfohtd,  That  tbe  JBenatora  of  this  Btale  in 

the  Coasre8s.of  the  United  Slatei  be  iiwtnicted, 

and  tbe  RenreaentatiTea  requetted,  to  ciert  their 

heat  efeiisMT  ibe  parpose  of  obtaminf  from  tbe 

OaMnl  GoTcnnMLi «  sompetent^rtian  of  ter- 


ritory, in  the  coontry  of  Looitiana,  to  be  appio- 
ptiaied  to  the  reridence  of  such  people  t^  coke 
"  have  been  Or  shall  be  ematicipated  in  Virginia, 
_.  may  hereafter  becMne  dangerdos  to  the  poMie 
safety:  Pnmded,  That  no  contract  oramagc- 
ment  respecting  such  territory  shall  be  oUintorT 
on  this  Commonwealth  untit  rmtiled  by  tbcLcfia- 
Itture. 

CREED  TAYLOR, 

SpeakerofAe  Senate. 
H.  liOLMES, 
Speaker  Borneo/  Mcfota. 
A  copy.    Test-; 

JAMES  PLEABAHTS,  Jr., 
CXerk  Banue  of  Megatee. 

Wasbinoton  December  27,  IS04. 

Dear  Sir  :  Resumios  tbe  subject  of  the  reso- 

luliobs  of  the  House  of  Delegates  of  Decembet 

31, 1800,  January. 16, 1802,  aod  February  3  180^ 

I  have  it  not  in  my  power  to  say  thai  any  change 

ciroumti lances  has  taken  place  .which,  enahlea, 

yet'io  propose  any^  specific  afylum  for  the  per- 

s  who  are  the  sobjecls  of  our  correspondence. 

^he  Island  of  St.  Domingo,  our  nearest  and  most 
onvenient  recourse,  is  too  uoseitled  in  the  con- 
liliODs  of  its  existence  to  be  looked  to  as  yet  foe 
ny  permanent  arrangements:  and  the  European 
D&iions  having  terriioriea  in  the  same  quarter,  and 
possessing  ibe  same  kind  of  populalioo,  are  not 
likely  to  risk  any  change  in  the  present  state  of 
thai  population.  Wh^iner  the  innabitaois  of  our 
late  acquisiiion  beyond  the  Miuissippi,  or  tbe  Na- 
tional Legislature,  wouU  consent  ibgt  a  portion  of 
that  country  should  be  set  apart  for  the  persoaa 
contemplated,  is  not  within  my  competence  to  say. 
My  last  ioformation  ax  to  Sierra  Leone,  1^  that 
the  compaoT  we^  proposiog  to  deliver  op  iheli 
colony  to  their  Government.  .  Should  this  take 
place,  ittaight  furnish  occ«sion  for  another  eflbtt 
ID  procure  an  incorporation  of  ours  into  iL  An 
attack,  during  theVar,  has  done  the  aettlemeU 
considerable  iniury. 

,  I  beg  you  to.  oe  asiured  thyt,  having  the  object 
of  the  House  of  Delegates  sincerely  at  heart,  1 
will  k^p  it  under  my  cousunt  aitention,  and 
omit  no  occasion  which  may  occur  of  giving  it 

Accept  my  affectionate  salatatioita  aitd  asauraa. 
(;es  of  neat  respect  and  consideration. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 
Gtorernor  Pagi. 


CUMBERLAlftl  ftOAD. 

[CoaunanieatKm  to  Ooagraaa,  January  81,  IMn.j 
Tb  M«  anaCs  omI  AwM  0^ 

'     lUfrmeHta^nm^atOtiHedBtwImi 

In  eiecntion  of  (he  act  of  the  lail  seAhm  of 
Congress,  entitled  "An  act  (o  regnlaie  ibe  lad- 
ing oat  and 'making  a  rbad  from  Cnmberiani}.  in 
the  Bidte  of  Maryland,  to  ihe  Stale  of  Ohio,"  1 
appointed  Thomas  Moore  of  Maryland,  Joseph 
Kerr  of  CNi'   -     *  Bli  WiUbma  oX  Harylaad, 
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eoBTDNMonen  lo  lay  aat  tha  Mtid  road,  and  to  per- 
form iha  other  duties  auifncd  to  Ihem  by  tbe-aet. 
The  prcwroM  which  Ihry  made  id  the  execDlion  of 
tha  woTk,dHTiiif  tha  Uii  ■eason,  will  appear  411 
their  report  now  eatnmuiiiealed  to  CoogreM ;  on 
the  receiptor  it,  I  took  meaiurea  (o  obtMln  eODwnl, 
fee  making  ihe  road  of  iheStatnofPeaDavlraBia, 
Harylaod,  and  Virginia,  Ihrongh  which  tLe  com' 
niaaioDer*  propow  to  lay  it  oat.  I  bare  reeeired 
■eU  of  ibe  Leglilatnre  of  Maryland  and  Virginia, 

K'ring  tha  eooaoit  detired ;  thai  of  Peantylradia 
i«  the  aDbjecl  atill  aader  conaidanttion,  ai  is  rap- 
poaed.  Uaiil  I  receire  full  cooaant  to  a  free 
choice  of  route  through  [he  whela  dktane^  I 
have  ihcMght  it  mfeat  Beitfae'r  lo  &ee«iii  nor  rajecl 
flaally  the  partial- report  of  the  oommiHionert. 

Some  matter!  .auggeatad  in  the  report  belong 
ezcloaiTcly  to  the  Legialature, 

TH.  JEPFEH80N. 

JjkND&KT  91,  1807. 

The  CovuniaMoaer*  acting  by  appointment  ■■- 
der  the  law  of  Coogren,  entitled  "An  act  to  reg- 
«l*te  tba  laying  out  and  making  a  toad  from 
Onmberlaod,  in  the  Stale  of  Maryland,  lo  tbc 
Stale  of  Obio,"  beg  leava  to  report  to  the  P^esi- 
dsnt  of  iba  Uoitel  Siaiea,  and  to  promiie  that 
the  dutiea  tm|)oied  hy  the  taw  beenme  a  work  of 
greater  magnitnde',  and  a  Uih  mnch  mote  arduous, 
than  waaeonceired  before  entering  upon  it;  from 
wbi«h  circnmstanee^tha  conminioaeta  did  not 
allow  themaelrea  lufficieitt  tim^e  fotthe  perFornk- 
ance  of  it  before  the  aeTerity  of  tbe  weather  ob- 
liged ibein  to  retire  froBi  it,  wbiob  was  the  case 
In  ib«  iiM  weelj;  in  the  preaent  month,  (Deceio- 
kar.)  TImI,  Hot  haTing  fally  Mcomptished  their 
worit,  (key  are  unable  fully  to  lepart  a  ditehanp 
of  all  the  dutiea  enjeiMd  By  the  law ;  but,  ai  the 
moat  laateritl  and  priBcijxl  part  haibMn^iform- 
ed,  and  >s  aeomniimioaiWD  of  ifae  progreea  already 
Bade  iBaT  be  naefnl  and  proper  d  imng  the  preaeal 
•enioa  of  Congrets,  kw):  of  the  Lagidaturea  of 
ikose  Stale*  ihrongh  which  the  Mute  pawst,  the 
•OKuarionen  reipectfaHy  itale:  thai  at  «  rery 
oailypvioditwaicoDceired  that  the  mapa-of  the 
oonntry  were  not  enSeiently  aeenrate  to  aflbrd 
a  miBUte  knowledge  of  the  trae  eonraee  between 
th*  extreme  points  on  (ha  rivera,-  by  which  the 
■eaenrchea  of  (be  coBimiswrnera  were  tv  b»g9r- 
ani«)di  a  tutTey  for  thatfparpose  became  iodia- 
yanaablr,  and  eonaidentioD*  of  public  ee^omy 
angg«sted  the  propriety  of  making  this  iVrrey 
yiecedo  the  peasonal  aitndance  or  the  eommia- 

Joaiaa  Thompeoi^  a  aurreror  of'  profeaaioiial 
■nevit,  waa  taken  into  serriee  and  anthoriiad  to 
employ  two  ehain-earrieta  and  a  laaAer,  ae '  veU 
■a  one  vaaemaDjand  a  paekbotte  maD,and  lioiae, 
«n  nnUic  aecoant;  tbe  latter  being  ladiapeniaMe 
mmi  really  bencCeial  in  aeeeleraang  the  work. 
Tha  aarveyon*  tnatraetiona  arc  eontainad  in  doo- 
ament  No.  1,  aeeompaoying  thia  repwt. 

Oalealating  oa  a  reaaonable  tima  for  the  pei- 
fonoanee  of  the  inatruationi  to  the  iurveyof,  tbe 
■iiHimiiMnnrri.  by  coanwpoiidanoa,  And  an  the 


iBi  day  of  Seplcmber  ItBt,  for  their  meeting  at 
Cumberland,  to  proceed  in  the  work  ;  neitbw  of 
them,  bowerer,  reached  that  plape  until  the  3d  of 
thai  month,  on  which  day  they  all  met. 

The  (UTTeyot  having,  nnder  his  iostraetiona, 
laid  down  a  [daiofhis  work,  aba  wing  the  meaadeiB 
ol  the  Potpmaa  and  Ohio  rirera,  wiAin  the  limlta 

Erescribed  for  tbe  eommtaai oners,  as  also  tbe  road 
elween  those  riren  which  is  commooly  IrareUed 
from  Comherhuid  lo  Cfaarieatown,  in  part  oall- 
ed  Braddoek'iroad;  and  the  same  being prodneed 
lo  tbe  commiseioners,  whereby  straight  lines  and 
their  trxe  coamei  w6re shown  between  the  extreme 
paints  on  each  river,  and  tbe  boundaries  which 
limit  tbe  power*  of  thecommiuioDera  being  there- 
by aecertained,  serving  as  a  basis  whereon  to  |>ro- 
eeed  in  the  examination  of  thn  grouDds  and  fa«B 
of  thtt  country ;  Ibe  oommistioners  ihue  prepared 
oommeneedthebusnieMof  exnloriog  ;'Bnd  in  thia 
it  was  oomidered  that  a  faiihral  discharge  of  tha 
(Hacretionary  powers  neted  by  the'  law  made  it  «•- 
aeaaary  lo  view  the  wbtrie  to  be  tb\t  lo  judn  of 
aptefwenoedne  loany  partof  thegrennds,  wnioh 
impMed  a  last  of  examiaiDg  aepaee  compia- 
hending  apwards  af  two  ihoasand  square  milest 
a  task  reudefed  still  naort  ineambent  by  the  soli- 
citude and  importunities  of  the  inhabitania  of 
every  pan  of  the  district,  who  aerendly  eonceired 
iheir  grounds  entitled  to  a  preference. 

'It  becoming  necessary,  in  the  iDierim,  to  ran 
various  lines  of  e;tperiBieat  for  ^scertaioiitg  the 
geogrSphicil  poaitlan  of  several  points  entitled  to 
atteolion,  andthe'aerviaesuRtrlDgffreal  delay  fat 
want  of  another  surveyor,  it  was  thought  eoo- 
riaunt  with  the  public  Interest  to  eibploy,  in  that 
capaeity,  Aithur  Rider,  the  vaneraan,  who  bad 
been  chosea  with  quatifieatimn  to  meet  saoh  an 
atamgeaey,  and  wbnae  serriee  ■■  YaDamfennmUl 


veyor,  cm 


X 


e  SSd  day  of  Beptember,  and  eon- 
fleld-woct  until  ibe  ttM  day  of  D»- 


IS  raiaibed  as  a  necessary  aa- 


leii  * 
eambet,  when  be 
siatant  to  tbe  princ 
notes  aa  haaientag  the  dtaagbt 
reported.  Tbe  proceedings  of  the  eommissioaeta 
are  specially  detailed  in  their  general  Journal, 
aompilcd  from  ihe  daily  JMrnal  of  eanh  commia- 
eioner,  to  which  they  tteg  leave  to  tefar  under 
mark  No.  8. 

After  a  careful  and  oritieal  ezaminattoa  of  all 
the  grounds  withiq  tbe  Itmiti  prescribed,  aa  well 
as  the  grounds  and  ways  out  from  the  Ohio  weit- 
wardly  at  aeveral  points, -Cud  ezaminioff  the  sboal 
parts  of  ihe  Ohio  river  as  detailed  in  t6a  table  of 
soaudinn  stated  Id  their  joamalj  and  after  gaia- 
iagail  the  iaformation,  geographical,  genenTaad 
special,  possible  and  aeoessa?^,  towards  a  Jodiotoaa 
diaeharge  of  the  dntieB  esaigDed  Ihem,  the  eoat- 
■UBsionera  repaired  to  Cumberland,  to  enmiiR 
aad  coDipate  their  notaa  and  ioamals,  and  dctep- 
miae  upon  Ibe  direeiioa  and  locMttnt  of  theli 
roHte. 

In  tbiafOBsallation  Ihe  goreraJBg  objects  were; 

Ut.  Sbortoeas  of  distance  between  natigaMe 
paints  on  tbe  eaaicrw  and  western  waters. 

Sd.  A  poipi  «a  ika  Hoaongahala  beat  mivtr 
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Uted  to  cquiliee  ibe  adnntay m  of  this  portage  in 
the  couDlry  wilhiu  reach  of  it. 

3d.  A  poJDl  00  the  Ohio  river  juost  capable  of 
combiDiDg  certniniv  of  OBvigation  wiih  toad  ac- 
coiDmodauoD ;  emciracing,  in  thi(  eitimate,  le- 
tsote.  poiots  wettwBcdIy,  aa  well  aa  preseot  uid 
probaUe  popuiatJon  on  the  north  aod  aouth. 

4[h.  Beat  mode  of  difiusing  benefit*  with  least 
diatBDce  of  road. 

Id  contemplating  iheie  object!,  daa  attention 
waa  paid  aa  well  lo  the  coroparatiTe  merits  of 
towns,  establiahmanta,  and  Httlementa  already 
nude,  as  to  the  capacity  of  the  cpanUy  with  the 
pteient  and  probable  population. 

In  the  course  of  atraDgement,  and  in  ita  order, 
the  first  point  located  for>ihe  roll te  was  deter- 
mioed  and  fiied  at  Cumberland, a  decision  founded 
on  propriety,  and  in  some  meature  on  necessity, 
ttom  tne  circumsiaoce  of  a  high  and  difficult 
mountain  called  Nobley,  laying  and  confiaing  tbe 
east  BUmgin  of  the  Potomac,  so  as  to  render  it  im- 
poaaible  of  access  on  that  sidewitboot  immense 
Wpense,  at  toy  point  between  Cumberland,  and 
wheia  (he  road  from  Winchester  to  Gwynn'a 
eioaaes,  and  ereU' there  the  Nobley  mountain  is 
erotaedwith  much  difficulty  and  hazard,  And 
this  npn«c  point  was  (axed  with  another  formi- 
daUe  objection  ;  it  was  found  ibat  a  high  range 
of  monntains  called  Dan's,  stretching  across  from 
Qfwynn's  to  Potomac,  aborethit  point,  precluded 
the  opportuoitjr  of  CEteoding  a  route  from  this 

Eoint  iQ  a  proper  direction,  and  left  no  alternatiTe 
lit  paaaing  by  Owyon's  ;  the  distance  from  Cum- 
berland to  Gwyno's  bein^  upwards  of  a  mile  less 
than  from  the  upper  point,  which  lies  ten  miles 
bf  water  aboT«  CumberlBQd,  the  commissioners 
were  ^aoi  permtlted  to  hesitate  in  preferring  a 
jkhuI  which  shorlena  the  portage  as  well  as  the 
Potomac  navigatjoo. 

The  point  on  the  Potomac  being  viewed  as  a 
great  repository  .of  produce  whioh  a  eood  road 
will  briiig  from  the  weat  of  Laurel  Hill,  and  the 
sdrantages  which  Cumberland,  as  a  lowo,  hat  ia 
that  respect  over  an  nnimproTcd  place,  are  addi- 
ttoaal  coosidenitioDi  operating  forcibly  in  faror 
of  the  place  preferred. 

Id  extending  the  ronte  from  Cumberland,  a 
triple  range  of  moudtaiDS,  stretching  across  from 
jening's  run  in  meBsi;re  with  Gwynn's,  leh  only 
the  alternaiiTe  of  laying  the  road  Dp  Will's  creek 
for.  three  miles,  nearly  at  right  anklet  with  the 
true  coarse,  »pd  then  by  way  of  Jenioa's  run,  or 
estending  it  over  a  break  in  the  smallest  moan- 
tain  on  a  better  course  bv  Gwynn's  lo  ihrtopof 
J3avage  mountain:  tbe  latter  was  adopted,  beins 
the  shortest,  and  wilt  be  less  expemiiTe  in  hilt 
tide  digging  oyer  a  oLoped  rente  than  tbe  former, 
requiring  one  bfidge  over  Will's  creek,  and  sete- 
ral  over  Jening's  run,  bath  rery  wide  and  ctm- 
■siderable  streams  in  high  water;  and  a  more 
weighty  reason  for  preferringlheroutebyQwynn^ 
is,  the  great  accommodation  it  will  afiaid  travel- 
lers from  Wiaobester  by  the  upper  point  who 
<ould  not  reach  the  tottieby  Jening'amD  short  of 
the  lop  of  Savage,  which  wo«ld  withhold  from 
•tban  tha  behefit  of  >a  eacy  wmjr  up  that  moBn- 


tain,  it  is,  however,  •iq>poaed  that  tboic  wita 
travel  from  Wincheater  by  way  of  (he  upper 
point  to  Gwynn's,  are  in  that  reepect  more  the 
dupes  of  common  prejudice  than  jadges  of  their 
own  ease,  as  it  is  believed  the  wajr  will  be  u 
short,  and  on  much  better  ground,  to  cross  the 
Potomac  below  the  confluence  of  the  north  and 
south  branches  (thereby  crossing  these  two,  a* 
well  as  Paltersan's  crerk,  in  one  stream,  eqnallv 
fordable  in  the  same  teaton)  than  lo  paaa  (hrongft 
Cumberland  to  Gwynn's,  Of  tbeHegronnda,  bow- 
erer,  the  commissioners  do  not  apeak  from  aemal 
vieWj  bat  consider  il  a  subject  well  worthy  of  fa- 
ture  invtstigaiioa. 

Having  gained  the  top  of  AUegaay  moantaia, 
or  rather  ^e  top  of  that  part  e^ed  Savage^  bjr 
way  of  Gwynn'a,  the  ^ecal  ronie,  as  it  respects 
the  most  impormni  points,  waa  detenuined  aa fot 

From  a  stone  at  the  corner  nf  lot  No.  1,  in  Cam- 
berland.  near  the  conflnence  of  Will's  creek  and 
the  north  branch  of  Potomac  river;  thence  ex- 
tending along  the  street  wesiwardly,  to  cross  the 
hill  lying  between  Cumberland  and  Gwynn's,  at 
the  gap  where  Braddock's  road  passea  it ;  ihenee 
near  Gwynn's  and  Jesse  Tomlinson's,  to  croas  the 
Big  Youghiogana,neariheraouihofRwer>'  run, 
between  the  crossing  of  firaddoek's  road  and  the 
confluence  of  the  streams  which  form  (he  Turkey 
foot ;  thence  to  cross  Lanrvl  Hill,  neu  the  forb 
of  Dunbar's  ran,  to  the  west  foot  of  that  hill,  at  a 
point  near  where  Braddock's  old  road  rcsched  it, 
near  Guest's  old  place,  now  Colonel  Isaac  Ma- 
son's ;  thence  'throngh  Brownsville  and  Brid^v- 
port,  to  cron  the  Hoaoagahela  river  below  Joaiaa 
Crawford's  ferry ;  and  thence  on  u  straight  • 
course  as  the  conniry  will  admit  to  the  Ohio  at| 
a  point  between  the  mouth  of  Wheelco  creek  and 
the  lower  point  of  Wheelea  island. 

In  this  direction  of  tbe  nute,  it  will  lay  aboot 
lwenl)r-rDuraadBhalfmileainMaryIaad,sevnty- 
five  miles  and  a  half  in  Pennsylvania,  and  twelve 
miles  in  Virginia;  distances  which  will  be  in  a 
small  degree  increased  by  meanders,  which  the 
bed  of  the  road  ma«t  eeeessarily  make  betweea 
tbe  points. mentioned  in  the  location;  and  this 
route,  il  is  believed,  comprehends moreimporlant 
advantages  than  could  be  afforded  in  any  other, 
inaimncn  as  il  hat  a  capacity  at  least  equal  to 
any  other  io  extending  advanuges  of  a  highway, 
and  at  the  same  time  eslaliliahes  tbe  shortest  port- 
age between  the  points  already  navigated,  and  oa 
the  vray  accommodate*  other  and  nearer  poiota 
to  which  navigation  may  be  extended,  and  still 
shorten  the  portage. 

It  intersects  Big  Yooghiogaim  at  Iba  nearest 
point  from  Cumberland,  ibeD  lice  nearly  parallel 
with  that  river  for  the  distaace  of  twenty  mitea, 
and  at  the  west  foot  of  Lanrel  HiU  lies  within 
five  mile*  of  Connelsrjile,  from  which  the  Yon- 
gfaiogana  is  navigated ;  and  in  tbe  same  directioa 
the  route  iaierseots  at  Brownaville,  the  neaieet 
point  on  the  Honongahela  rivar  within  tbe  dia- 
trict.  The  improvement  of  tbe  Vooghiogaita 
navigation  is  a  ontject  of  too  mach  importaaee 
to  remaia  lopg  jiegleated ;  and  the  oapaoity  of 
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that  riror,  ai  hieh  up  as  the  falls,  (tvelve  miles 
aboTe  CoonelsvilTe,)  is  said  lo  beeqaal,  at  asmall 
expcDH,  witb  the  parts  already  oavigated  below. 
The  obstraeiious  at  the  (alls,  and  a  rocky  rapid 
near  Tarkey  Foot,  cODititQte  tbe  principal  itnpe- 
dimeqta  id  that  river  to  the  iatersection  of  the 
route,  and  as  mach  higher  as  the  stream  hada  ca- 

Sacity  for  navigation;  and  these  diScoIties  will 
oobtleu  be  removed  when  the  intercourse  shall 
warrant  the  measure.  Under  these  circomstaDces 
the  portage  may  be  thus  staled; 

HilM. 
From  CamberUnd  toMoDMgahela  -    66J 

From  Cumberland'to  a  point  in  measure 
with  Connelsville,  on  the  Youghiogana 
,i«,  -  -  '-  -  .  ."  .  51} 
From  Cumberland  to  a  point  lu  measure 
witb  the  lower  end  of  tbe  falls  of  Ydq- 
ghiogana,  which  will  lie  two  miles  north 
of  the  public  road  -  -  ■  -  -  43 
Froiti  Cumbetland  to  the  intersection  of 
e  with  ih^  Yonghiogana 


unusually  crooked,  its  naTigation  cSn  only  be- 
come the  work  of  a  redundant  population. 

The  point  which  this  route  locates,  at  the  west 
foot  of  Laurel  Hill,  haring  eleaied  the  whole  of 
the  Alleghany  mountain,  is  so  situated  as  to  ex- 
tend the  adTBOiages  of  an  easy  wajr  through  the 
grtel  barrier,  with  more  equal  justice  to  the  beat 
parts  of  the  country  betweeo  Laurel  Hill  and  the 
Ohio.  Lines  from  this  point  to  Pittsburg,  and 
Morgantowu,  diverging  nearly  at  the  same  angle, 
open  upon  equal  terms  to. all  parts  of  the  Western 
country  that  can  make  use  of  this  portajre ;  and 
which  maf  include  the  settlements  from  Pitts- 
bare,  up  Big  Beaver,  to  the  Connecticut  reserve, 
on  Lake  Brie,  as  well  as  tboae  on  the  sonthera 
bofders  of  the  Ohio  and  «tt  the  intermediate 
country. 

BrowiMville  ia  nearly  equidistant  froi^  Big 
Beaver  sud  'Fishiag  Croek,  and  equally  conve- 
nient to  all  tbe  crossing  places  on  the  Ohio  he- 
tweelt  these  extremes.  As  a  port,  it  is  at  least 
equal  to  any  on  the  Mouongahela  withiti  tbe 
limits,  and  holds  superior  advantages  in  furnisb- 
inc  supplies  to  emigrants,  traders,  tnd  other  Irav- 
elwrs  by  land  or  water. 

Not  unmindful  of  tbe  claims  of  towns,  and  their 
oapaeiiy  of  reeiproeaiing  advantages  on  public 
roads,  (he  commissi  oners  were  not  insensible  of 
the  disadvantage  which  Unioutown  mutt- feel 
from  the  want  of  that  acaommodalt'on  which  a 
more  soulbwardly  direction  of  the  route  would 
have  afforded ;  but  as  that  could  not  take  place 
without  a  relinquishment  of  the  shortest  passage, 
eonsidemtions  of  public  beneSl  could  not  yield  to 
feelines  of  minor  import.  Uoiontown  being  the 
aent  of  juelice  for  Fayette  county,  Pennsylvania, 
is  not  williout  a  share  of  public  benefits,  and  may 
partake  of  tbe  advantages  of  this  portage  upon 
equal  terms  with  Connelsville,  a  growing  town, 
with  the  advantage  of  respeeiable  water-works 
adjoining,  in  the  manufactory  of  fiour  and  iron. 

After  reaching  the  neftreai  navigatioD  on  the 


waters  at  a  point  best  calculated  to  dif* 
fuse  the  benefits  of  a  great  highway  in  the  great- 
st  possible  latitude  east  of  tbe  Ohio,  it  was  eoa- 
idered  that,  to  fulfil  the  objects  of  the  law,  it 
emained  for  the  commissioners  to  give  such  a 
direction  to  the  road  as  would  best  secure  a  cer* 
taintjr  of  navigation  on  the  Ohio  at  all  seasona, 
combining,  as  far  as  possible,  the  inland  accom- 
modation of  remote  points  wesiwardlf. 

It  was  found  that  the  obstructiooi  in  the  Ohio 
within  tbe  limits, between  Steubenville  and  Grave 
Creek,  lay  principally  above  the  town  and  mouth 
of  Wheeling;  a  circumstance  ascertained  by  the 
commissioners  in  their  examination  of  tbe  chan- 
nel, as  well  as  by  common  osaee,  which  has  long 
given  a  decided  preference  to  Wheeling  as  a  plact 
of  eintnrbation  and  port  of  departure  in  dry  sea- 
sons. It  was  also  seen  that  Wheeling  lay  in  n 
line  from  Brownsville  to  the  centre  of  the  State 
of  Obio  and  Post  Vincennes.  These  ctrcum- 
stances  favoring  and  corresponding  with  tbe  chief 
objects  in  view  in  this  last  direction  of  tbe  route, 
and  the  ground  from  Wheeling  westwardly  being 
known  of  equal  fitness  with  any  other  way  out 
from  the  river,  it  was  thought  most  proper,  under 
these  several  cpnsi derations,  to  locate  the  point 
mentioned  below  the  mouth  of  Wheeling.  Id 
taking  this  point  in  preference  to  one  higher  up, 
and  in  the  town  of  Wheeling,  the  public  benefit 
and  convenience  were  consulted,  inasmuch  as  the 
present  crossing  place  over  tbe  Ohio  from  the 
lown  is  so  contrived  and  confined  as  to  subject 

fassengers  to  extraordinary  ferriage  and  delay, 
y.  eolerinc  and  clearing  a  ferry-boat  OQ  each 
side  of  Wheeling  island,  which  Jies  before  the 
town,  and  precludes  the  opportunity  of  fording 
when  the  rrveris  crossed  in  ihai  way  above  and 
below  tbe  island.  From  the  point  located,  a  safe 
erossing  is  afforded  at  the  lower  point  of  the 
island  by  a  ferry  in  high,  and  a  good  ford  at  low 

The  face  of  ^be  country  within  the  limits  pre- 
scribed is  generally  very  UDeven,  and  in  many 
places  broken  by  a  succession  of  bigfa  monntaina 
and  deep  hollows,  too  formidable  to  he  reduced 
within  nve  degrees  of  the  horizon,  but  by  eroesing 
them  obliquely,  a  mode  which,  alibongh  it  im- 
poses a  heavy  task  of  bill-side  digging,  obviates 
generally  the  necessity  of  reduciag  hills  and  fill- 
ing hollows,  which,  DO  tjiese  grounds,  would  be 
an  attempt  truly  quixotic.  This  inequeliiy  of 
the  surface  is  not  confined  to  the  Alleganv  moun- 
tain ;  the  country  between  the  Manonganela  and 
Ohio  rivers,  although  less  elevated,  is  not  better 
adapted  for  the  b^  of  a  road,  being  filled  with 
impediments  of  hills  and  and  hollows  which  pre- 
sent  considerable  difficulties,  and  wants  that  aa- 
perabundance  and  couvenience  of  stone,  which  ia 
found  in  the  mouniain. 

Tbe  indirect  course  of  the  road  now  travelled, 
and  the  frequent  elevations  and  depressions  which 
occur,  that  exceed  the  limits  of  the  law,  preclude 
the  possibility  of  occupying  it  in  any  extent.  with< 
out  ereat  sacrifice  of  distance,  and  forbid  the  use 
of  itTin  any  one  part,  for  more  than  half  a  mile, 
or  mora  than  two  or  thice  miles  in  the  whole. 
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The  «xpeD3e  of  TeodetiDg  the  road  now  in  cod- 
tenipleiiion  passable  may.  iherefore,  amouDt  to  a 
krger  lum.  ih&Q  may  have  been  supposed  neces- 
•ary,  uoder  an  idea  of  embraciog  in  ii  a  consider- 
■ible  pan  of  ihe  old  road  ;  but  it  is  beliaved  that 
the  coDtrary  will  be  found  most  coriect,  and  that 
«  aam  sufficient  to  open  the  new  coutd  not  be  ex- 
pended on  the  same  distance  of  ihe  old  load  with 
equal  beoeRl. 

The  «um  lequired  for  the  road  in  coptemplation 
will  depend  an  the  style  and  manner  of  makina 
it ;  aa  a  common  road  caonoc  remove  the  difficul- 
ties  which  always  exist  on  deep  gtoQixds,  and 
particularly  in  wet  seasons,  and  as  nothing  short 
of  a  firm,  substamial,  well  formed,  stone  capped 
road,  can  remore  the  causes  which  led  to  the 
measure  of  improTenieat,  or  render  tbe  institution 
as  commodious  as  a  ^reat  aod  growing  inter- 
icourse  appears  to  require,  the  expeqse  of  such  a 
load  next  becomes  the  subject  of  mqtaiiy. 

In  this  iaquirythe  commissioners  can  only  form 
an  estimate  by  recurring  to  the  experience  of 
Peonsylrania  aod  Maryland  in  ibe  business  of 
■LTiifieial  taaia-  Upon  this  data,  and  a  coinpari- 
•OD  of  the  grounds  and  proxiroiiy  of  the  mateiials 
for  covering,  ihere  are  reasons  for  belief  that,  on 
the  route  reported,  a  complete  road  may  be  made 
at  an  expense  not  exceeding  six  ihausand  dollars 
per  mite,  exclusive  of  bridge*  over  the  principal 
■treams  on  the  wav.  The  average  expense  of  the 
Lancaster,  at  well  as  Baltimore  and  Frederick 
turnpike,  is  considerably  higher;  but  it  is  b«- 
liered  thai  the  coavenieQl  supply  of  slone  which 
the  mountain  affords  will,  on  those  grouads,  n 
duce  the  expend  to  the  rate  here  stated. 

At  to  the  policy  of  incurring  this  expense,  it 
Dot  the  province  of  the  commissioners  to  deolata; 
bat  they  cannot,  however,  withhold  asturancet  of 
a  firm  belief  that  the  purse  of  the  nation  cannot 
be  more  seasonably  opened,  or  more  happily  ap- 
plied, than  in  promoting  the  speedy  and  efieelual 
eitablishment  of  a  great  and  easy  road  on  the 
way  contemplated. 

In  the  discharge  of  all  the^  duties,  tbe  com- 
DiissioDen  have  been  actuated  by  an  ardent  de- 
sire to  rendei:  the  institution  as  useful  and  aom- 
modious  as  possible ;  and,  impressed  with  a  strong 
sense  of  the  necessity  which  urges  the  speedy  es- 
tablishment of  the  road,  they  nave  to  regret  the 
ciraumslance  which  deiavs  the  completion  of  the 
part  assigned  them.  They,  however,  in  some 
measure,  content  themtelres  with  the  reflection 
that  it  will  not  retard  the  progress  of  the  Work,  at 
Ihe  openioE  of  the  road  cannot  commence  before 
Spiiog,  ana  may  then  begin  with  the  marking 
tne  way. 

The  extra  expense  iocident  to  the  service  from 
the  necessity  (and  proprieir,aa  it  relates  to  public 
economy,)  of  employing  men  not  provided  for  by 
lav.  will,  it  is  hoped,  be  recogniseq,  and  provision 
made  for  the  payment  of  that  and  similar  ex- 
penses, when  in  future  it  raaf  be  iodispeQtably 
incurred. 

The  commissioners  having  engaged  in  a 
vice  in  which  their  zeal  didnot  permit  them  to 
calculate  thiE  diflerence  between  their  pay  and  the 


ipense  to  which  theterTioesubjected  them,  eaa- 
ot  suppose  it  the  with  or  intention  of  the  Gor- 


demnification  of  ibeir  expense  of  subsistence^ 
wbicb  will  be  very  much  the  ctse  under  the  pres- 
ent allowance  i  they,  therefore,  allow  tbemtelvet 
to  hope  and  expect  that  measures  will  be  taken  to 
provide  such  further  compensation  asmay,  aoder 


The  paioful  anxiety  manifested  by  tbe  inbaht- 
tanla  ot  tbe  district  explored,  and  ineir  general 
desire  to  know  the  route  determined  on,  snggetted 
the  measure  of  promuleatioo,  which,  af^er  tome 
deliberation,  was  agteea  on  by  way  of  circular 
letter,  vhich  has  been  forwarded  1o  those  persona 
to  whom  precaution  was  useful,  and  afierwardt 


accompanies  this  report. 

All  which  ia,  with  due  deference,  tuhmttied. 
ELI  WILLIAMS, 
THOMAS  HOORB, 
JOSEPH  KERR. 

Deceubeb  3D,  1806. 


Bimm  CONSPUtAOY. 

[The  ftdlowing  doennents  acfOmpanied  the  Prteident'a 
Message  to  Congrvst,  of  Janoarj  SSd,  1807.  Tbe 
MeMB!ge  will  be  fband  In  the  Senate  proceeding*  of 
that  date,  ante  page  39.] 

Depotition  ^  GenereU  WUkv^oK. 

,  New  OsLEUia,  Nov.  2S,  1606. 
On  the  30ih  of  the  sane  montii  i  waited  ia 
person  on  Doctor  £.  BollmaB,  when  he  iBformed 
me  that  he  hod.  not  heard  from  Colonel  Burr 
since  his  arrival  here;  that  he  (the  said  Doetor 
E.  BoUman)  had  sent  despatches  to  Colonel  Burr 
by  a  Lieutenant  Sponce  of  the  Navv,  and  thai  he 
had  been  advised  of  Speocc'samvai  at  Haahtille, 
ia  the  Sute  of  Tennessee,  and  obeerved  that 
Colonel  Burr  ^d  proceeded  too  lu  to  retnat; 
that  he  (Coloael  Buti)  had  numerous  and  pown- 
fulfrieDdt  in  the  United  States,  who  ttood  pledged 
to  support  him  with  their  fortune*,  and  that  he 
must  succeed;  that  he  (the  said  Doetor  B.  BoU> 
mnn)  had  .written  to  Colonel  Burr  »■  tJM  mh- 
ject  of  nroriscoos,  tod  that  he  expected  a  aupplf 
would  be  sent  from  New  York  and  alto  /rsa 
Norfolk,  where  Coloitel  Burr  had  strong  coaaex- 
iona.  I  did  not  see  or  beat  from  the  Doctor  Baitt 
the  5th  instant,  when  I  sailed  on  hin  the  setoad 
time.  The  mail  having  arrived  tbe  day  before^ 
1  asked  him  whether  he  had  received  any  inielli- 

Kqce  from  Golood  Burr.  He  informed  me  iW 
bad  seen  a  leiiat  from  Coloael  fiuit  of  the 
aOth  qf  October,  in  which  he  (Colooel  Burr)  gafe 
assurances  that  he  shoutd  be  at  Natchez  with  two 
ibousand  men  on  the  SOth  of  December  iottaai, 
where  he  should  wait  until  be  heard  from  thiaplae^ 
that  he  would  be  followed  by  four  thousand  mmt, 
aod  that  ha,  (^Coloael  Burr,)  if  be  had  chaeen^ 
could  have  raiMd  »r  got  twelve  thootuid  a*  easy 
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M  six  thoHMod,  but  (bat  b*  did  sot  ooMidiar  thai 
number  mteettrj.  Conlidiag  fully  in  ihis  inror- 
inaiion,  1  beeane  iodifiereut  about  fanhiir  di>- 
gdiie.  I  then  (qld  the  Uoolor  thai  t  thould  mo«t 
cerlaiolv  oppoM  Cofosrl  Burr  if  b«  oana  ibis 
wa^.  He  replied,  that  ihey  wust  eoia*  here  for 
equipaiMis  and  niippiBg;  and  observa],  thai  be 
did  not  know  wbat  bad  futi  b^weei  Colonel 
Burr  and  mrMlf;  obliquitdMa  ahaindefeace,aBd 
waifed  th«  Hubje«t. 

From  the  do«umeBi«  iu  mr  MMacMian.and.tbe 
M*eral  co^muaieatioiis^TerbartavcUaiwriUeo, 
bam  the  uid  Doctor  Kn^  BoUduid  oa  lbi«  lub- 
jeot,  I  feet  no  h«sitation  in  dcclanog,  undar  ike 
wlanm  obligation  of  rnoalh,  ihat  hebaBCotnmitr 
ted  misprition  of  treaaoo.af  aiost  tha  QoverBment 
oftbeUDiladSuttet. 

;AMES  WILKINSON. 

BifCoed  and  iwora  to  tbh  li'b  day  of  Deaem- 
bar,  1806,  before  Be,  one  of  the  jostioel  of  ihe 
p«ace  of  tbu  oouniT- 

J.  CARRICK. 

PaiLASBLFHiA,  /ulyK,  1806. 

Dhah  Sib  :  Mr.  Swartwaul,  the  brother  of 
Qolonel  8.  of  New  York,  being  on' the  waf 
down  th^  MUsissippi,  pnd .  presumiag  be  may 
pass  you  SI  some  post  on  the  riTer,  hai  requeited 
oT  me  a  letter  of  introduciioD,  which  I  'gire  with 
pleasure,  as  he  is  a  most  amUble  youog  mto,  aad 
fligbly  reipeclablefroia  his  characLtei  aDdconnex- 
ions.  I  oray  you  if  aSord  hiit>  any  frieodiy  offi- 
ces whipo  hu  lituUgD  mar  require,  and  beg  you 
to  ^rdon  the  Ironble  wbien  this  may  give  you. 

Wiib  entiia  respect,  your  fiiqnd  and  obedient 
Hrraat,  A.  BURR. 

His  Szccllency  GianuL  WiiXiNaoN. 

Extract  a  letter  from  Genuml  Jum>  Wi&inapn,  dated 
Naw  Oblbabs,  Dec.  14.  1806. 

Aftet  sereral  consultatiaas  with  the  Qorergor 
and  judges,  touching  the  arrest  and  eoD6Qeroent 
of  certain  known  agents  and  emtssariM  of  Colonel 
Burr,  in  this  city  and  Territory,  whose  intri^es 
sod  mschination*  were  to  b«  a]>probeaded,  it  is 
with  their  prrrity  and  approbation  that  I  bave 
eause^  three  of  them  to  be  arreatcd^iz :  Dr.  Eriek 
BoUman,  Bamnel  SwartwoDt,aod  P«i«r  V.Ogden, 
•gatnat  wlwcn  I  posaesa  strong  raets,  and  [^ave 
recommended  to  the  OoTernor  to  hata  James 
Alexander,  Esq.,  taken  op  on  the  gronad  of  strong 
suspicion.  These  persons,  nod  all  olbtn,  who, 
bj  tkeir  cbatacter  and  deportment,  may  be  con- 
sidered hostile  to  the  interests  of  the  United  Stales, 
or  dangerous  to  this  feeble  frontier,  under  the 
meiuicinff  aspect  of  ibings  from  abore,  will,  if  my 
influence  can  prevail,  be  seiaed  and  sent  by  sea  to 
the  United  States,  subject  to  the  disposition  of 
Qo7erDment,aDd  aecompaolsd  with  such  infoF- 
mation  as  may  iusiify  ibeir  coDfinement,  and  fur- 
nish a  clew  to  the  deTClopemeot  of  the  grounds, 
progress,  and  projectors  of  the  treasooabTe  e;kter- 
ar'me  in  which  they  are  engaged. 

This  letter  will  accompany  Dr.  Bollman,  who 


is  to  be  Ibis  dar  embarkeil  in  a  ressel  bonnd  fat 
Charleston,  under  tbe  charge  of  Lieoleoant  Wil- 
son of  the  artillery,  who  has  orders  to  laud  with 
his  prisoner  at  Fort  Johnston  or  Fort  MooUrie,  to 
forward  this  despatch  by  mail,  and  to  wait  the 
orders  of  the  Ezecutire.  Mr.  Swartwout  will 
he. sent  to  Baltimore  by  a  ressel  which  will  sail 
sobie  lime  the  ensuing  week,  in  custody  of  another 
snballero,  who  will  be  tbe  bearer  of  strong  tasti- 
mony  against  bim  and  also  Colonel  Burr;  and  the 
otbers  will  foUow,  under  due  precaniions,  hy  the 
earliest  opporltnities  which  may  present. 
.  I  deem  it  Mseniiallo  keeptheaaprisonersapart, 
to  pieTeot  the  adjustment  of  correspondent  an- 
'swers  or  confessions  to  any  ezaminatioDs  which 
mayeosue;  and.  I  hopaibemcasniesof  the  Execu- 
live  may  be  so  prompt  and  efficient  as  lo  rcliare 
the  officers  in  charge  of  them  fion  tbeit  trust  ha- 
fore  the  interposiuon  of  the  friends  of  tba  prisoD- 
ers  ifiay  effect  their  liberation. 

By  this  procedure  we  may  intimidate  tbe  confed- 
erates,  who  are  uuquesiioaably  numerous  in  this 
as  well  as  tbe  adjacent  Territory,  disconcert  their 
.arrangements,  and  possibly  destroy  their  inlriguesi 
and  I  hope  the  zeal  which  directs  the  measure 
raaybejastiSjedandapproved.  for  while  the  glow 
of  patriotism  actuates  my  conduct,  and  I  am  wil- 
ling to  offer  myself  a  martyr  to  tbe  j^onstitution 
of  my  country,  I  should  indeed  be  most  grierous- 
ly  disappointed  did  I  incur  iis  censure. 

Here,  sir  we  Gnd  tha  key  to  the  Western 
'Stales,  and  aere  we  mupt  form' one  grand  deposi- 
tory aud  place  of  arms.  CombiQ^  to  ibis  disposi- 
tion a  river  fleet  competent  lo  its  occlusion,  and 
post  it  thirty  or  forty  teanes  aboTe  the  Yazoo 
rirer,  and  we  may  tepose  in  security;  for  the  dis- 
content and  sufferings  of  our  insurgent  citizens, 
wbfch  must  immediaiely  ensue,  wul  soon  open 
their  gyes  to  the  wickedness  of  tbeir  leaders,  and 
work  a  la^ieal  reformation  witbont  bloodshed. 
This  is  my  dan  for  reajatingan  intamat  attack;  fot 

:t«rnalderenea,gaoboats  and  bomb-ketches,  with 


and  tbe  passes  from  Laka  Pontahartrain,  will  o 
neoassary. 

Eitnbt  of  a  letter  fiom  OeneisJ  James  Witkinaon, 
dated 
New  Ohlbam^,  Dec.  18, 180(1 
Sia:  Since  my  la#t  of  tiie  14th  instant,  writs  of 
habeas  corpus  hare  been  issued  for  the  oodles  of 
BoUman,  Swartwou;,  and  Ogden,  tbe  two  latter 
by  Judge  Workman,  who  is  slroagly  suspacted  of 
being  conoected  with  Burr  in  bis  conspiracy,  as 
I  hare  proof  this  man  declared  some  lime  siaoe 
that  "ine  republican  who  possessed  power,  and 
did  not  employ  it  to  establish  a  despoiism,  was  a 
fooL"  His  writ  for  Ogden  was  served  on  Ca|h 
tain  Shaw  of  the  Navy,  who  bad  him  in  cbarga, 
at  my  request,  on  board  the  Etna  bombkptch, 
and  delivered  him  up,  and  Mr.  Workman  dis- 
charged him,  without  xiTiog  me  a  word  of  infoi- 
mation,  although  he  knew  he  was  confloed  bf 
my  order  for  a  treasonable  combination  with  Biu^ 
and  Mr.  Ogden  now  struts  at  large.    Stnitwont 


dbyGoO^Ie 


1011 


Burr't  Congpiracf. 


I  hire  Beat  off,  and  shall  *o  report,  bolding  mj- 
•elf  ready  for  caase()aences.  BollianD  was  re- 
qaired  by  the  superior  court,  but  I  hare  got  rid 
of  that  affair  also,  under  the  usual  liability  for 
damages;  in  which  ease  I  iihati  look  to  qur  coua- 
Uy  for  protection. 

I,  James  Wilkiasoa,  Brigadier  General  and 
Commaoder-in-chief  of  the  Armv  of  ibe  United 
Slates,  to  warrant  ibe  airest  of  Dr.  Eriek  Boll- 
man,  OD  a  charge  of  treason,  miEpHsion  of  treason, 
or  such  other  offence  against  the  QoTeromeDi  and 
laws  of  the  United  States,  as  the  fallowJDg  facts 
may  legaUr  charge  him  with,  on  my  honor,  as  a 
aolJier,  and  on  the  Holy  Bvaageliatt  of  Almighty 
God,  do  declare  and  swear,  thai,  on  the  sixth  day 
of  NoTember  last,  when  in  command  at  Natchi- 
toches, I  received,  by  the  hands  of  a  Frenohnian, 
a  (tranger  to  me.  a  letter  from  Dr.  Brick  Bollman, 
of  which  the  following  ii  a  correct  copy : 

New  Orleans,  £lept.  2?,  ^806. 

Sib  :  I  hare  the  honor  lo  forward  to  your  Ex- 
cellency the  enclosed  letters,  which  I  was  charged 
to  deliver  to  you  by  our  mnlual  friend.  I  sEall 
remain  for  sometime  at  this  place,  and  should  be 
glad  to  learn  where  and  when  I  may  have  the 
pleasure  of  an  interview  with  you.  Have  the 
g^oodoess  to  inform  me  of  it,  and  pleace  to  direct 
jour  letter  to  me,caTeof — ,  at  enclose  it  under 
cover  to  them. 

I  have  the  honor  lo  be,  with  great  respect,  sir, 
yODt  Excelleocy'A  most  obedient  servant,  , 

ERICK  BOLLMAN. 

General  Wilkinson. 

Covering  a  com  man  I  cation  in  cipher  from 
Colonel  Aaron  Burr,  of  which  the  following  is 
substantially  as  fair  an  interpretation  as  I  have 
hereiofore  been  able  to  make,  the  originaLof  which 
I  hold  in  iQy  possession. 

"I,  Aaron  Burr,  have  obtained  funds,  and  have 
actually  commenced  the  enterprise.  Detachmenis 
from  different  points,  and  under  different  prelen- 
eea,  will  rendezvous  on  the  Ohio  Isl  November. 
Everything  internal  and  external  favors  views. 
Protection  of  Eoglaod  is  secured.  T.*  is  gooe 
to  Jamaica  Co  arrange  with  the  Admiral  on  that 
station,  and  wilt  meet  at  the  Mississippi — Eng- 
land— navy  of  the  United  Slates  are  ready  to  join, 
and  final  oiders  ate  given  to  my  friends  and  fol- 
lowers. It  will  be  a  host  of  choice  spirits.  Wil- 
kinsoa  shall  be  second  to  Burr  only.  Wilkinson 
shall  dictate  the  rank  and  promotion  of  his  offi- 
cers. Bnrr  will  proceed  wesiwardi  IsC  August, 
DeTer  to  return  :  with  him  goes  his  daughter  :  the 
husband  will  follow  in  October,  with  a  corps  of 
worthies..  Bend  forthwith  an  iotelligent  and  con- 
fidential friend  with  whom  Burr  may  confer.  He 
shall  return  immediately  with  further  interesting 
details:  This  is  essential  to  concert  and  harmony 
of  movement.  Send  a  list  of  all  persons  known 
to  Wilkinson  west  of  the  mountatns,  who  could 
be  useful,  with  a  note  delineaiins  their  characters. 
By  your  messenger  send  me  lour  or  five  of  the 
commissions  of  your  officers,  which  yon  can  bor- 

•Trnxtan. 


row  under  any  pretence  yon  pleaae.  They  shall 
be  returned  faithfully.  Already  are  orders  lotbc 
contractor  to  forward  nx  months'  provisions  la 
paints  Wilkinson  may  name.  This  shaU  not  be 
used  until  the  last  moment,  and  then  Doder  proper 
injunctions.  Theproject  is  farenghi  to  the  poial 
so  lone  desired.  Burr  guaranties  the  result  wirJi 
his  life  and  honor — the  lives,  the  honor,  )u)d  for- 
tune of  hondreds,  the  best  blood  of  onr  eonniry. 
Dorr's  plan  of  operations  is  to  more  down  rvpidlf 
from'the  Falls  on  the  16th  of  Norembet,  With  the 
first  five  hundred  or  one  thotMaod  men  in  li^I 
boats,  now  conslructinK  for  that  purpose,  to  be  at 
Naicnez  between  the  5ih  and  ISih  of  December: 
then  to  meet  Wilkinson :  then  to  determine  whe- 
ther it  will  be  expedient,  in  the  first  instance^  to 
seize  on  or  pass  by  Baton  Rouge.  Oa  receipt  of 
this  send  Bnrr  an  answer.  Draw  on  Burr  for  all 
expenses,^.  Thepeopleof  the  country  to  which 
we  «re-  going  are  "prepared  lo  receive  us:  their 
agents,  now  with  Burr,  say  that,  if  we  will  pro- 
tect their  religion,  and  will  not  subject  them  to  a 
foreign  Power,  in  three  weeks  all  will  be  settled. 

"  The  gods  invite  to  glory  and  fortune :  it  re- 
mains to  be  seen  whether  we  deserve  the  boon. 
The  bearer  of  litis,  goes  express  to  yon  :  he  wiD 
hand  a  formal  letter  of  inirodnction  to  you  fion 
Burr,  a  copy  of  which  ii  hereunto  subjoined:  he 
is  a  man. of  inviolable  honor  and  perfect  discre- 
tion: formed  to  execute  rather  than  to- project; 
cspable  of  relating  facts  with  fidelity  and  incapa- 
ble of'telatiug them  otherwise.  He  is  thorotigMT 
informed  of  the  plans  and  inlemioos  of  — — ,  and 
will  disclose  to  you  as  far  as  yon  may  ioqaire,  and 
no  further.  He  has  imbibed  a  reverence  for  yoor 
eharacter,  and  may  be  embarrassed  ie  yont  ptaa- 
ence;  pot  him  at  ease,  and  he  will  satisfy  yo«. 
Dr.  Bollman,  equally  coafideniial,  better  nfoiined 
on  the.  subject,  and  more  intelligent,  will  hand 
this  duplicate. 

"  89th  Jdly." 

The  day  after  my  arrival  in  this  city,  the  3Sth 
of  November  last,!  received  another  letter  from 
the  Doctor,. of  which  the  foUowitig  is  a  coriecl 

Sib:  Your  letter  of  the  6th.insUDi  haa  beea 
duly  srocived.  Supposing  that  you  will  be  madt 
en^ged  this  nionung.  I  defer  waiting  on  yoor 
Eicellency  till  you  will  be  i^eased  ttt'laform  me 
of  the  time  when  it  wiU  be  convenient  to  yMi 
to  see  me. 

I  remain,  with  great  nspeot,  youi  Excclieaey's 
most  (riMdieni  aerTanl, 

ERICK  BOLLUAN. 


[CommtmicatAd  to  Cengroa,  Jssasij  M,  lOTT.] 
To-  the  Senatt  and  ffouit  of 

Stpramiatiiia  of  Ihx  UkUti  SUdt* : 

I  received  from  General  Wilkinson,  on  the  931 
instant^his  affidavit  charging  Samnel  Swartwoat, 
Peter  V.  Ogdeo,  and  James  Alexander,  with  the 
crimes  described  in  the  affidavit,  a  copy  of  which 
is  DOW  communicated  to  both  Houses  of  Cga- 
greaa. 
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It  wag  ■DDouneed  to  me  at  the  nme  time,  that 
Swartwaui  and  Bollmao,  two  of  the  peraoos  ip-' 
preheDded  by  hioa,  were  arrived  ia  thii  citjr  m 
custody  each  af  a  miliiaryofficer.  I  immediately 
delivered  to  the  Aiiorney  of  the  DDitcd  Btatea  in 
this  district  the  evidence  received  igaintt  them, 
with  inBtructiom  to  lay  the  Mme  before  the 
jadget,  and  apply  for  their  process  to  brioe  ibe 
accused  to  juaiioe ;  and  I  put  into  hii  hands  ot- 
deti  to  the  officers  having  them  in  custody  to 
deliver  them  to-tke  marshal,  on  hisapplJcatioD. 
TH.  JEFFERSON. 

jAHUAky  26,  1807. 


States,  to  warrant  the  arreit  of  Samuel  Swart- 
wont,  James  Alexander,  Esq.,  and  Peter  V.  Og- 
den,  on  a  charge  of  treaaoo,  misprision  of  treason, 
or  sDch  other  offence  against  the  Government 
and  laws  of  the  United  mate!,  as  the  following 
fuels  may  legslly  charge  them  with,  on  the'hoDor 
of  a  soldier,  and  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Al- 
mighty God,  do  declars  and  swea^,  that,  in  the 
beginning  of  tbe  month  of  October  last,  when  id 
comnnnd  at  Nntchitoches, «  stranger  was  intro- 
daeed  to  me  by"  Colonel  'Custring.  by  the  name  of. 
Swartwont,  who,  a  few  minotes  after  the  Colonel 


of  which  the  foUowJDg  is  B  correct  copy:  - 

PBlLADBLtBI*,  My  25,  ISOB. 
t>EAB  Sir;  Mr.  Swartwout,  the  brother  «f 
Colonel  S.  of  Nete  Yutk,  being  on  his  way  down 
the  MisHiutppi,  and  presuming  (hat, he  may  pa» 
you  at  some  post  on  the  river,  has  requeued  of 
me  a  letter  of  iatioduclion,  which  I  give  with 

Jleasure,  as  be.i.*a  most  amiable  y^oag  man, and 
ighly  respectable  from  tiis  character  and  con- 
nexions. J  pray  you  to  afford  faim  any  friendly 
offices  which  his  aituatioa  may  reouire,  and  beg 
you  to  pardon  the  irouble  which  tkis  may  give 

With,  entire  respect,  your  friend  and  obedient 
servant,  A.  BURR. 

His  Bxcellency  General  Wilkinson. 

Together  wiih  a  packet  which  he  informed  me 
he  was  cbarsed  by  the  same  person  to  deliver  me 
ID  private.  This  packet  contained  a  letter  in  ci- 
pher from  Colonel  Burr,  of  w^ich  the  following 
IS  substantially  ai  fair  an  tnterpretation  as  I  have 
heretofore  been  able  to  make,  the  original  of 
which  I  hold  in  mv  possession. 

"I,  Aaron  Burr,  have obiaioed  funds,  and  have 
aotnally  commenced  the  enterprise.  Detachments 
from  different  points,  and  UDder  dtffprent  preten. 
ces,  will  rendezvous  on  the  Ohio,  1st  November  ; 
everything  internal  and  external  favors  views; 

Ceetion  of  England  is  aecnred ;  T.  is  going  tc 
aina  to  arrange  with  the  Admiral  on  that  sta- 
tion ;  it  will  meet  on  the  Mis8issippi--En gland — 
Navy  of  the  United-States  are  ready  to  join,  and 
final  order*  are  given  to  my  friends  and  folic 
tn;  it  will  be  a  host  of  choice  spirits ;  Wilkidson 
•halt  be  aeeond  to  Burr  otAj;  Wilkinson  thall 


lie  the  rank  and  promotion  of  bis  officers; 
Burr  will  proceed  westward  1st  August,  never  t0 
return;  with  him  so  bi&  daughter  g  the  husboni 
will  follow  in  October  with  a  corps  of  worthies. 

"  Bend  forthwith  an  intelligent  and  eoofidential 
friend  wiih  whom  Borr  may  confer,  be  shall  re- 

rn  immediately  with  further  interesting  details ; 

lis  is  esaeniial  to  concert  and  harmoDy  of  move- 
ment. §end  a  list  of  all  persons  known  to  Wil- 
kinson west  of  the  mountains  who  may  be  useful, 
with  a  note  delineating  their  characters.  By  yont 
meatenger  send  me  fbnr  or  five  of  the  commigaiona 
of  your  officers,  which  yon  can  borrow  nnderany 

fratence  you  plaaee ;  ihey  shall  he  returned  faith- 
ulty.  Already  are  orders  to  the  contractor  ^en 
to  forward  six  months'  provisions  to  points  WiN 
kinsoB  ntay  name.  This  shall  not  be  used  until 
the  taat  moment,  and  then  under  proper  injunc- 
tions. The  projeot  is  brought  to  the  point  so  long 
desired.  Burr  gaarantiea  the  result  with  his  life 
and  honor ;  witli  the  lives,  the  honor,  and  fortune 
of  hundreds,  the  best  blood  of  onr  country.  Burr's 
plan  of  operations  is  to  move  down  taptdly  from 
the  Falla  on  the  16th  November,  with  the  first 
five  hundred  or  aoe  thousand  men  in  light  hoati^ 
BOW  coustmc  ting  for  ihat  purpose,  to  be  at  Naiebea 
between  the  fith  and  16th  of  December,  there  to 
meet  Wilkinson,  there  to  determine  whether  it 
will  be  expedient,  in  the  flrst  iosiance,  to  seise  on 
or  paaa  by  Baton  Rouge  on  receipt  of  this.  Send 
Burr  an  answer ;  draw  on  Burr  for  alt  expenses, 
Ac.  The  people  of  (he  country  to  which  we  are 
gpiUg  are  ^pared  to  receive  us.  Tbeir  agents, 
now  with  Butr,  say,  that  if  we  will  protect  their 
religion,  and  will  not  su'Meot  them  to  a  foreign 
Power,  in  three  weeks  afl  will  be  settled.  The 
Bods  invite  to  glory  and  fortune.  I(  remains  to 
be  seen  whether  we  deserve  the  boon.  The  beam 
of  this  goes  express  to  you ;  be  will  hand  a  for- 
mal letter  of  iotrodactioo  to  you  from  Burr';  he  ia 
a  mtra  of  Inviolable  honor  and  perfect  discretion, 
formed  to  execute  rather  than  to  project ;  capable 
of  relating  facts  with  fidelity,  andiocapable  of 
relatiog  lEem  otherwise.  He  ia  thorooghly  ii^ 
form^  of  th»  plans  and  intentions  of  —^-,  and 
will  disclose  to  you  as  far  as  you  inquire,  and  no 
further.  He  has  imbibed  a  reverence  for  yoat 
character,  and  may  be  embarrassed  in  yom 
presence;  put  him  at  ease,  and  be  will  satisfy 
you."— 20tli  July. 

I  instantly  resolved  to  availmyself  of  the  refer- 
ence made  to  the  bearer,  Ad,  in  the  course  of 
some  days,  drew  from  him  (the  said  Swartwdnt) 
the  following  disclosure: 

"That  he  had  been  despatched  by  Colonel  Burt 
from  Philadelphia;  bed  passed  through  the  State* 
of  Ohio  and  Kentucky,  and  proceeded  from  Lou- 
isville for  St.  Louis,  where  he  expFc(^ed  to  find 
me ;  but  discovering  at  Eafikaskias  that  I  had  de- 
scended the  river,  he  priKared  a  skifi^  hired  hands, 
sad  followed  me  down  the  Mississippi  to  Fort 
Adams ;  and  from  thence  set  out  for  Natchitoches, 
in  company  with  Captaina  Sparke  and  Hooke, 
under  the  pretence  of  a  disposition  10  take  part 
in  the  camraign  againat  the  Spaniards,  then  d«- 
pcBding.    That  Colmel  Burr,  with  the  supptHtoT 
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ft  powerful  BSsocMtioD,  exleodiBg  from  New  York 
to  New  Orleaiu,  waa  levyiog  an  armed  body  of 
(even  thousand  men  from  ihe  State  of  New  York 
and  the  Weitern  Slates  and  Territories,  wiib  a 
TJew  to  carry  an  expedition  again*!  the  Mexican 
prorinces;  aod  that  five  hundred  inen,  under 
Colonel  Swariwoui  aad  a  Colonel  or  MaJM  Ty- 
ler, were  to  descend  the  AltecaBy,  for  wboee  ac- 
commodation light  boatt  kad  Men  buiii  aod  were 
roady." 

I  inquired,  what  would  be  their  course?  Ha 
«a>d ;  "  Tbii  Territory  would  be  revolutionized, 
where  the  people  were  ready  to  join  them ;  nnd  tbat 
there  would  be  tome  seiziog,  he  (apposed  at  New 
Orleans  ;  that  th^  expected  to  be  ready  lo  embark 
tboul  the  1st  of  February ;  and  iDlanded  to  land 
at  Vera  Cruz, and  lomatebfrora  thence  to  Mex- 
ico." I  obierred,  that  ibere  were  soreral  miilioDB 
of  dollars  ia  the  haok  of  this  ejace  i  to  which  ke 
nplied,  "  we  know  it  full  wellj"  and,  on  my  r*- 
markin^  that  they  certainly  did  not  mean  to  vio- 
hte  private  properly,  he  said:  They  meant  to 
borrow,  and  would  return  it;  that  tbey  mad 
equip  ibemselvea  ia  New  Orleans}  ikat  they 
expected  naval  proieetioa  from  Qreai  Britain'; 
that  the  captains  and  the  oSoeH  of  our  nary 
were  (o  disgiute4  with  (beQavemment  that  they 
were  ready  to  join  ;  that  similar  dt^nsti  prevailed 
throughout  the  Weilern  country,  where  the  peo- 
pls  were  zealous  in  favor  of  the  enterprise ;  and ' 
that  pilot-boat  built  (cboonen  were  eontraiKed  for 
ftlangour  Southern  coast  for  their  servioe;  that 
he  had  been  accompsQied  from  the  Falls  of  Ohio 
tt>  Kaikaskiai,  and  tram  thenoe  to  Fort  Adamsby 
■  Mr.  Ogdeo,  who  had  proceeded  on  to  New  Or- 
leans with  letters  from  ColooelBurr  to  his  friends 
tbetu."  Swartwoni  asked  me,  whether  I  had 
heard  from  Doctor  Bollman  ;  and,  on  my  anrwet- 
iotio  the  negative,  he  expresaed great  surpriae, 
Wd  obeerved,  "that, the  Doctor  and  a  Mr.  Atex- 
andai  bad  left  fbiladelphia  bcCore  him  with  de- 
apatchea  for  me ;  and  that  Ihey  wane  to  proceed  by 
M«  to  New  Orleana,  wfcece,  he  aaid,  tbey  mud 
kave  arrived." 

Though  determined  to  deeeiva  him,  if  po((iUe, 
I  could  not  refrain  telling  Mr.  Bwartwout  it  was 
iiapos«ible  that  I  could  ever  dbhonor  my  commia- 
(ion;  and  I  believe  I  duped  htm  by  my  admira- 
tion of  the  plan,  and  by  observing  "  tbat,  although 
I  could  not  join  in  tne  expedition,  the  engage 
■unta  which  the  Soaniards  had  prepared  for  me 
i»  my  front  migbl  ftreveal  my  opposing  it."  Yet 
I  did,  the  moment  I  bad  deciphered  Iha  letter,  pnt 
It  into  the  bands  of  ColoBtl  Cttshisg,  my  AtUn- 
tMit  and  InspecioT ;  making  the-deoTaratian  that 
I  should  oppoM  tbe  lawleaa  enterprise  with  my 
Utmost  force.  Mr.  Bwartwout  informed  me  that 
he  was  under  engagements  to  meet  ColencJ  Burr 
at  Nashville  on  the  30th  of  Novemhpr,  and  re- 
tnesied  of  me  to  write  (o  him,  which  I  declined ; 
and  on  his  leaving  Natebitoches  about  tbe  IStk  of 
October,  t  immediately  employed  LiBntenaat  T. 
A.  Smith  to  convey  tbe  information  in  (nbManee 
to  the  President  without  the  commitment  of 
■aiaes;  for,  from  Iha  extraordinary  natare  of  the 
ptojaet  tad  tha  non  •ziiaardinary  appeal  to  mn. 


I  couM  but  doubt  iu  realitv,  Dotwithat«ndiag  the 
testimony  before  me ;  and  I  did  not  attach  aotil 
belief  to  Mr.  Swartwoui's  reports  reapectiiwtbeit 
intentions  on  this  Territory  aod  eity,  antil  I  n- 
eeived  confirmaiory  advice  from  St  Loais. 

After  my  retnm  from  the  Sabine  I  eraaaed  tke 
country  to  Natchez,  and,  on  my  dnceot  of  the 
Mississippi  from  that  place  I  found  SwartwoM 
and  Peter  V.  Ogden  at  Port  Adams;  with  the 
latter  I  held  nooommnoicatioo.bai  was  iDformed 
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far  from  New  Orleans  on  bis  route 
bat  had  beeti  so  much  alarmed  bv  certain 
in  circulation,  that  be  was  afraia  to  ptoe 
inquired  whetber  he  bore  letters  with  hioi  fr 
Naw  Odeaaa,  and  was  infori^ed  by  Swartwoni 
that  he  did  not;  but  tbat  a  Mr.  Spence  had  ben 
sent  ffom  New  Orleans  through  the  country  to 
Nashville  with  letters  to  Colonel  Barr. 

I  reached  this  eiiy  the  25th  uUima,  and  on  the 
next  morning  James  Alexander,  Esq.,  visited  me; 
he  inquired  of  me,  aside,  whether  1  had  seen  Dt. 
Bollman  1  and.  oa  my  anaweting  in  ihemgativa, 
he  asked  me  wnether  I  would  suner  him  to  co*p 
duct  Bollmao  to  me  I  wbicb  1  refused,  tit  ap- 
peared desirous  to  communicate  something,  bnt  I 
felt  no  iaclin&iion  to  inculpate  thia  youog  maa, 
and  he  left  m«.  A  few  days  after,  he  paid  me  a 
second  visit,  and  seemed  desirous  to  comeaunieat^ 
which  I  avoided  until  be  had  risen  to  take  leave; 
I  then  raised  my  finger,  and  observed,  *-  takeeai^ 
you  are  playing  a  dangerons  game."  He  answer- 
ed, "it  will  succeed."  .  I  again  observed  "take 
care ;"  and  he  replied,  with  a  strong  affirmatroo, 
"Burr  will  be  here  by  the  beginniag  of  next 
month."  Id  addition  to  tbese  corroboratiBg  eir- 
cumstanoes  against  Alexander,  I  beg  leave  to  t^ 
fer  to  the  socompanying  documents  A,  B,  froa 
all  which  I  feel  no  heaitalion  in  declaring,  undtt 
the  lolcmn  obligation  of  n  oath,  tbat  I  do  Mien 
the  said  Bwartwout,  Alexander,  and  O^dcBihare 
been  parlies  lo,  and  have  been  concemeil  in,  the 
insurrection  formed  or  forming  in  the  State*  moi 
Territories  on  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivcra 
against  the  laws  and  Coastitotion  of  tlie  United 
Sutei. 

JAMES  WILKINSON. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  this  36tk 
day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  six. 

GEOROB  POLLOCK, 
.AtftJce  of  Peace  for  Orieana  cnMtf- 


[CoBuauateatad  to  Oooktsbb,  Jaamiy  V,  1M7.) 
Te  Aa  AaaU  mn4  Omjc  i/ 
Si^nmniatiam^  tU  I 

By  the  leiiera  of  Capt.  B , 

at  Fort  Massac,  and  of  Mr.  Hnrrell  to  0«Bval 
Jackson,  of  Teaoeaiee,  copies  of  which  m.n  mow 
communicated  to  Coogreaa,  it  will  be  aoeii  thai 
Aaron  Burr  passed  Fort  HasMC,  on  (h«  31st  flf 
December,  with  about  ten  boaU,  itarintcd  kf 
abow  six  bands  each,  witheat  any  niiGtaiT  af- 
i  mad  Ihf  t  thiee  bwta  willi« 
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were  Mid  to  tun  hetn  aneited  b;  the  militii  at 
LouiiTille. 

Aa  tbegattii  of  militia, posted  oa  Ttrions  poinlF 
of  the  Ohio,  will  be  able  to  pieveol  any  further 
aids  passing  throogfa  that  channel,  should  anjr  be 
attempted,  we  may  now  eBiimaie  with  tolerable 
eeruinty.  the  meana  derived  frotn  the  Ohio  and 
its  waters  toward  the  accoinplishmebt  of  the  tm^ 
trasesof  Mr.  Burr. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 

Nabhtiixb,  Jan.  B,  1807. 

Sib:  I  received  jour  iaaiructioos  dated  the  Sd 
iDitaDl,  and  agreeably  thereto,  I  delivered  your 
letter,  addressed  to  General  Thomas  JobpiOD,  to 
Colonel  Cheatham,  and  il.was  forwarded  to  him 
immediately.  I  arrived  at  Centre ville'on  the  4tb 
instant;  heard  a  repdrt  there  that  Colonel  Bua 
bad  gone  down  the  river  with  one  ihousaod  arm- 
ed men ;  arrived  at  the  mouth  of  Cumberland 
river  thsf  eveoiog,  and  made  inquiry  canceraing 
Colonel  Burr ;  and  was  Informed  that  he  kft  tbat 
place  on  the  28ih  December,  1806,  wilb  ten  boats, 
of  different  deseripfions  j  had  sixty  meoonboard, 
but  DO  appeaiance  of  arms.  1  left  there  on  the 
5th  instBDt,  and  arrived  at  Fort  Masaac  (bat  even- 
ing ;  delivered  your  letter  to  Captain  Bissel  and 
received  hisanswer^  made  same  inquiiiea  of  him, 
and  was  informed  tbat  Colonel  Burr  had  left  that 
place  on  ihe  30th  Deceiqber,  1806.  witb  ten  boats. 
He  likewise  informed  me  that  ne  had  been  on 
board  the  boats,  aud  seen  no  appearance  of  arbw 
orammunition.  On  my  return  lo  the  mout^  of 
Cumberland  river,  I  was  informed  (bat  three  boats 
Lad  been  stopped  at  Louisville,  with  a  quantity  of 
ammunition.-  There  are  about  fifty  men  stationed 
at  the  mouth  of  Cumberland,  undw.  command  of 
Ccdonel  JElamsev. 

I  lemaio,  witn  the  highest  esteem,  yonn, 

'    .JOHN  MURkBLL. 

Q«a.  Andbgw  Jacksom. 

Foul*  Ma0Bao,  Jan.  S,  18(y7, 
Sir  ;  This  da^,  per  exprais,  I  hdd  the  honor  lb 
teoeive  TotH  tefy  intercsring  letter  of  the  Sd  jo- 
■ttint ;  I  shall  pay  due  reapeot  to  ttv  contents;  as 
yet  I  have  not  received  the  Prwident'aProclsma- 
lion  hlUdedto,  nor  have  I  received  «t>y  orders 
A-ou  tha  Depertmeni  of  War  rehtive'to  the  snb' 
jetst  matter  of  your  tetter. 

There  has  not,  lo  my  fcnowled^,  be«D  any  as- 
■embhge  of  men  or  boats,  at  this  or  fttay  other 
plac^  nnanihorised  by'law  or  preredentiy;  but, 
sboald  anything  ef  tbrkind  make  its  atipcBranc^ 
which  carries  with  ir  the  least  mark' of  suspicion, 
as  having  illeg^  eniCTprises  or  projects  in  vie*, 
hostile  10  Ihepeaee  and  good  order  of  Ooverttmetil, 
Ishall,  with  as  mnchaHor and  energy  as  the  cBiC 
will  admit,  endeavor  to  bring  to  joatice  all  i 
•Benders. 

For  more  than  two  weeks  last  pasi  I  have  ii 
Hm  foiat  Co  makeimyself  acquainted  with  the 
loading  and  situation  of  sU  boats  descending  (he 
river.  As  yet  there  his  nothing  the  least  alarm- 
htg  Bltpeued.    On  «ir  about  the  31st  nltimo,  Col. 


btrrr^  hite  Tree  President  of  Ibe  United  States, 
pasaM  this  with  about  ten  boats,  of  difierent  de- 
scriptions, navigated  with  about  six  men  each, 
baving  nothing  on  board  that  would  even  suffer  * 
conjecture,  more  than  a  man  bound  to  market ;  ha 
has  descended  the  rivers  toward  Orleans.  Sbonld 
anyibiDg^  to  my  hmtwkdge,  transpire,  iatevesting 
"'GovernDen^  i  will  give-  ihrmOst  early  notiae 

ntf  power.  . 

I  faava  the  haaor  t«  be,  respeotfbUy,  sir.  your 
abadient  aervaat,  DANIJU.  BISSBL 

Gcneial  AmRnr  Jaokmh. 


[CanAnnlesM  to'Coi)|T«ss,Tebrtai7  10)  ISeT.] 
n  tht  Senate  aad  Houte  of 

Repitfmiativei  of  the  United  State» . ■ 

IcommiTDicate,  for  the  information  of  Congress 
a  letter  from  Cowles  Mead,  Secretary  of  tbeMis- 
siss^pi  Territory,  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  hr 
which  it  willbe  seen  that  Mr.  Burr  had  reached 
that  neighborhood  on  the  13lb  January. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 

FBiBtTSBT  10, 1807. 

Estrset  of  >  latter  fiofo  Cowles  Mead,  Seoretaij  and 

acting  Gavemoi  of  the  Missisaippi  Tsiritory.  to  A* 

Departmsnt  of  War,  dated 

Wi«HiHOT0N,  M.  T.,Jan.  13,  1S07. 

6ta:  I  bave'jnst  time  by  the  mail  to  -infona 
you  that  I  received  this  tnoi^ing  a  letter  from 
Colonel  Butr,  at  Bayoir  Pierre,  avowing  the  ina»' 
e  of  hi*  views,  and  tbe  fallacy  of  certain  itf 
I  against  his  patriotism ;  his  object  is  agricul- 
ttre,  and  his  boats  are  the  vehicles  of  emi^tion. 
Hinvrver,  several  militBry  corps  were  brderod  ta 
bf!  oh  thi  akf  t).aod  apprehend  him  and  all  suspi- 
cions peraoBS,  op  ttw  day  before  the  reception  td 
this  letter  i  tbeee  orders  may  possibly  briag  him 
into  ny  posaession.  In  bis  lenar  he  'hints  at  re* 
sbtuee  to  any  attempi  to  aocrce  him,  mai  depra- 
cuet  a  luvit  WW.  These  bints  will  have  no  in- 
floe^e  on  my  cftndnot;  he  will  ha  apprehended) 
if  possibln.  >t  the  hazardofthftHrea  of  our  militia 
and  tlu  honor  of  the  Bxecntive.  We  are  all  boa- 
rie  and  dctivttf .  I  hone  is  •  day  -ar  twt>  to  give 
yon  a  beitw  aoMimi  of  Ats  troubleaoae  nan. 

A  boat  paaaed  Natches  kst  nfgbt,  which  wu 
hailed  nod  piuiued  by  tfan  gttard ;  they  ir«d  two 
guns  at  Ibe  pursuers,  and  made  their  escape,  being 
Mlt«r  ■snnedi  - 

The  citkenaof  Ibis  e<»ntryar»refniblkaiuaili 
BBinota,  aMd  on  their  exertions  1  hara  enrf  V» 


[CSssmnttioated  to  Oongreas,  Pftbraair  1*,  IBOT.] 
ToOeatnmmuiHaiuie/ 

BtprmeaaUmt^lluViitittdaMm.- 

I  ttansmit  to  Congress  a  letter  fhira  Cowles 
Mead,  Secretary  of  the  MisaiBsiptii  Territoryjict- 
iog  as  Qovernor,  informing  us  that  Aaron  Bnrr 
had  lurrendered  himself  to  the  civil  aoiboritT  of 
that  Territory.  TH.  JEFF&RSON. 

FMBIUttT  19,  ISfff. 
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Ezlnct  of  m  letter  fion  Cowlai  Mead,  BecnUtj  ud 

■ctiag  Ooremot  of  the  MiiMMippi  TNritorj,  to  the 

Depument  of  War,  dMeil 

Wabhihoton,  M.  T^ 

Jiumary  19,' 1807. 

Sib:  laobedienca  to  yonr  ininiciton  bf  expreia 
of  the  ilOih  ofDecember  tut,  Igimmediaielr  after 
praioguia^  ^le  Lef{i&UtDre,  proceeded  to  put  Ibe 
TerrilOTv  la  ■  *ta(e  of  preparation  for  the  nrns- 
tatioa  of  ibe  suspicious  persons  snd  boats,  which 
were  conlemplaied  thereto.  Mrmililia  were  col- 
lecting at  particular  poiott  on  the  river,  when  I 
receiredaletterfromColoDel  Burr,  whohad  landed 
at  Bayou  Pieire  with  aine  boats  and  about  one 
hundred  men.  This  letter  went  to  an  avowal  of 
his  inaocence  of  Ibe  charges,  which  ruoaor  and 
public  apprehension  h,ad  announced  agaloat  hitn, 
and  solicited  me  to  appeaie  any  fears  which  hit 
approach  had  begotten;  at  the  same  time,  he 
guarded  me  agaioat  the  horror*  of  civil  war,  and 
the  evils  resulting  from  such  a  state  of  tbiuga. 
Thia  seeming  threat  induced  me  to  adopt  a  differ- 
ent mode  of  conduct  from  what  -the  colonel  might 
have  expected;  and,  instead  of  adopting  bis  pa- 
cific admonition,  I  ordered  a  very  la^  portion  of 
the  militia  of  the  Terrilorr  lo  rendezvou)  at  cer- 
Uin  points,  and  wait  further  orders.  With  the 
promptitude  of  Spartans,  out  fellowcitizens 
shouldered  ihe  it  firelocks,  and  in  tweDiy-four  hours 
I  had  the  honor  to  review  three  hu&dred  and  sev- 
enty-five men  &t  Natches,  prepared  to  defend  ibeit 
eountry.  Thev  were ordered,anderlhe  command 
of  ColoDelClaiDotne,io  a  point  on  the  river,  aboat 
Iweoty-one  miles  above  ine  city,  there  lo  remain 
to  guard  the  river,  and  intercept,  for  inspection, 
«U  boats  thai  might  desoend  the  river.  On  the 
16th  I  despatched  two  ofmy  aids  to  Colonel  Barr, 
who  had  tendered  bis  respects  to  the  civil  author- 
ity. These  gentlemen  eonged  on  mr  pari  lo 
gue  the  eolonelan  interview  in  the  ntighborbood 
of  the  detachment  atetioaed  at  the  mouth  of  Cole's 
creek  ;aonformabty  thereto,  I  met  the  colonel  on 
the  17th,  and,  after  a  lengthy  interview,  he  offered 
to  surrender  himself  to  ihe  civil  authority  of  the 
Territory,  and  to  suffer  his  boats  to  be  leaxcbed. 
On  the  18th  Colonel  Burr,  accompanied  by  my 
aids,  Major  Shields  and  Poindcxter,  rode  down  lo 
ibe  place,  and  was  committed  lo  the  highest  tri- 
bonal  of  tne  civil  authority,  where  henowremaiaa 
for  trial. 

F  00  r  sen  ilemen  ofu  no  uestio  nahle  respeeiabili  ly , 
Vith  a  detachnfOt'of  thirty  men,  are  now  in  the 
Ml  of  making  the  search  of  the  boats,  and  to-moi^ 
row  I  ex  pee  I  their  report. 

Thus,  sir,  this  mighty  alarm,  with  all  its  exag- 
geration, has  evemnated  in  nine  boats  and  one 
aniidrediiien,and  themajorpartof  these  are  boys, 
or  young  men  just  from  school.  Many  of  their 
depositions  have  beett  taken  before  Judge  Rodney, 
but  they  bespeak  ignorance  of  the  views  or  designs 
of  ihe  colooeL  I  believe  them  really  ifnorant^nd 
deluded.  Ibelieve  they  aretbedupeioT stratagem, 
if  the  asseverations  of  Oenerals  Eaton  and  Wil- 
kinaon  an  to  be  accredited. 

COWLfiS  MIEAD. 


THE  MIUTIA. 

[CoBunaDioated  to  die  House  April  IB,  18MJ 
The  Commitiee,  to  whom  was  referred  so  mocli 
oftheMesssgeofibe  President  of  theUoitedSutea 
of  the  third  of  December  1605  as  relates  to  the 
organization  and  cUisificatiop  of  the  militia,  and 
lo  the  augmentation  of  the  land  forces,  report,  in 
part: 

In  relation  to  a  classification  and  new  o^aniza- 
lioa  of  the  militia.  The  most  extensive  view  of 
this  part  of  this  subject,  wbicb  has  occurred  to  the 
commitiee,  is.  a  division  of  the  militia  into  fotn 
classes,  in  the  following  manner,  viz.  those  be- 
tween eighteen'  and  twentj-one  years  of  >g& 
to  compote  one  class ;  those  between-one  ana 
twenty-six,  to  compose  a  second  class ;  those  be- 
tween tw^nly-six  and  ihiriy-five,  lo  compose  a 
third  class;  and  those  between  thiriy-five  and 
forty-five,  to  compose  the  fourth  clasa,  each  class 
to  h«  under  a  separate  or^nization,  and  to  be  com- 
manded by  separate  corps  of  officers.  To  this 
kind  of  organization,  as  it  relates  to  the  first  class, 
we  are  met  by  a  Canstiioiional  objection.  By  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  Slates,  Congress  are 
empowered  "to  provide  for  organizing,  arming 
and  disciplining  the  militia,  reserving  to  the 
Slates,  respectively,  the  appointment  of  the  offi- 


iptaiss  and  subalterns  of  the  militia 
shall  be  chosen  by  such  of  the  persons  who  com- 
pose the  respective  cbmpanies,  as  are  upward*  of 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  so  that  there  is  not  Con- 
stitutional prorision  by  which  snch  States  can  ap- 
point officers  to  command  >  class  of  the  militia 
eompoied'Of  minora. 

Knowledge  of  tactics,  and  an  acquaintance!  with 
subordination  and  discipline,  are  acquirements  of 
such  importance  to  onr  national  defence  that  the 
promoiion  of  them  among  the  militia,  ought  to  be 
a  primary  object  with  the  Oovernmeut,  and,  tio 
doubt,  is  eiaeedingly  daairable'in  the  minds  of  the 
individual  cilizena.  Bui  suck  means  oqght  to  be 
adopted,  bv  the  Government,  aa  are  beat  calcolatcd 
to  eiffect  the  object  with  ■»>  little  fatigue  and  ex- 
pense to  jadividuals,  as  the  nature  of  ue  eaae  will 
admit.    It  is  coneeived,  that  tlia  faiigiae  «iid  ex- 


penee  of  military  discipline  ie,  in  a  veer  great  de- 

----',  proportionale  to  ilie  population  of  the  dJffer- 

paris  of  the  country  where  the  dgty  is  per- 


,  1  other  words,  it  is  pFoporiioaaie  to 
the  distance eaeb  individual,  compOBiu  the  diSer- 
enl  corps,  is  compelled  to  travel  to  reach  bis  place 
of  parade:  .under. the  present  organization  of  the 
militia,  ibis  idea  is  fully  leriSed ;  the  difference 
in  Ihe  expence  of  militia  meetings  ia  th^e  ports 
of  the  country  where  the  inhabitants  are  the  most 
dispersed,  when  compared  with  simiiar  meeiioga 
in  the  more  populous  parts,  is  rery  apparent; 
and,  basidea,  the  nature  of  the  case  compels  tis  to 
belieT.e,  that  the  same  cause  wUL  produceaaimilar 
disparity  in  mllilaty  acquirements. 

These,  however,  are  evils  which  grow  out  of 
the  naiiue  of  ibe  ca»^  and  etauot  bo  remedied 
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but  bf  the  iacreue  cf  popaUtion,  beciuse  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  or|!«iiizatioD4ie  ulculBttd  to  render 
tbe  formatioD  or  the  differeat  corpsBB  compact  as 
ia  coaEiitent  with  propter  miliiary  arraiigeiiieDLi. 

Bf  the  oiganizatioD  and  cUuificaiioD  of  the 
militia  ia  the  maoner  which  has  been  named,  the 
liroita  of  each  corps  miut  be  extended  orer  four 
times  the  qpaDlily  of  lErriioiy  it  now  occupies, 
and  c^oaequeotly  vould  bardeo  the  citizens  with 
a  [ffopoitiDD ate  additional  expenie  in. the  acquisi- 
tion of  a  aompetenl  portion  of.  military  iaforoM- 
tioQ,  or  ojwrale  as  *  nroportionata  preventiTe  to 
sDch  ■equisiiion.  Thenbject  ha^Men  viewed  in 
another  point  of  ligh^  that  is,  to  call  on  the  two 
senior  claitei  to  eietcise  but  once  in  a  year,  m>  as 
to  proportion  the  quantum  of  eierciee  to  the  ex- 
tension of  [he  corps.  In  this  esse  all  (be  evils  at- 
tendant on  theesieasionof  the  different  corps  over 
'  additiooal  territory,  will  attach  to  the  jonior  cUs- 
tes,  which  could  attach  lo  them  In  the  other  case  ; 
and  the  consequent  hazard  of  a  failure  in  disciplioe 
will  remain. 

Military  knowledgt^  like  thai  of  erery  othei 
science,  without  practice,  i*  soon  farK<Mlen '  "••^ 
although  it  is  not  probable  that  the  wnola  c 
militia  will  be  needed  in  the  field,  at  any  one 
yet,  in  case  of  invasioD,  it  is  rery  possible  that  all 
who  are  in  the  vicinity  of  the  assailants,  may  be 
necessary,  and  as  it  is  uncertain  at  what  point  an 
enemy  may  make  his  attack,  bU  should  be  prepar- 
ed to  meet  such  an  event ;  but  from  a  deficiency 
in  discipline,  or  the  want  of  a  competent  know- 
ledge in  tactics  in  the  two  senior  classe^t  only,  an 
important  opportunity  far  a  speedy  extermination 
of  an  enemy  might  be  lost,  and  tb«  lives  of  many 
valuable  citizen*  pat  in  jeopiirdy.  It  is  therefore 
believed  that  this  experiment  is  igadmEss 

Aiipthcr  view  of  this  subject  has  suggcs.ted  k 
classification  of  the  militia,  by  ages, under  the  ex- 
isting ornnizaiiDD,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  desi^ 
nating  those  persons  who  are  nnder  twenty-six 
years  of  age,  as  the  only  proper  objects  of  mil''' 
duty  in  the  field,  except  in  cases  of  great  emer^ 
cy,  tiad  in  their  particular  vicinage.  From  eigh- 
teen to  tweoty-on^  years  of  age,  is  a  period  of  life 
in  which  theyoung,  men  otthe  United  Seb 
employed  in  competing  an  edacaiioo.  in.piusuit 
of  mechanical  inforiaation,  or  in  acquiring  a  ne- 
cessary acqnaintanee  with  some  o^her  btaoch  of 
biisiness,occupation, or  profession,  on  the  improve- 
ment of  wbicbihey  c«V>"late  to  obtain  a  subsis- 
tence; from  Iwenty-one  to  Iwenty-six,  they  are 
improving  tbeii  previous  aoquiremants  in  their 
occupatiansaodprefessions,  thereby  layioga  foitn- 
dation  for  adeeentsupport  of  themselves  and  fami- 
lies through  life.  Toia  is  a  period  also,  at  which 
the  young  men  of  the  UnitedBiates  generally  en- 
gage'in  matrimony,  and  become  chargeable  with 
families,  all  which  readers  their  time  as  dear  to 
tbem  from  eighteen  to  twenty-oix  years  of  age,  as 
at  Boy  other  period  of  life.  l 

It  would  seem,  therefore,  that  an  arrangement 
which  would  compel  this  class  of  oar  citizens,  to 
bettr  the  ptincipaLpart  of  the  burden  of  natiooal 
defence,  might  justly  be  deemed  a  departure  from 
ituit  principw  ofdiiiribatire  jtutier,  vliieii  oughf 


That  young  men  would  better  endaie  the  fh- 
tigues  of  a  long  campaieo,  than  those  more  ad- 
vanced in  life,  is  apt  doubted ;  hutwhether  on  a 
sadden  emergency,  they  would  be  more  useful  in 

fiuUing  an  enemy  than  an  equal  Dumber  of  ea- 
led  militia, onansverage, from  eighteen  to  fortv- 
five,  is  a  question  of  doubt;  if  however,  it  should 
be  c(»isidered  that  the  adv antsge  is  in  favor  of  the 
>,  it  ia  confidently  believed,  that  the  ad- 
vantage iu  that  case,  to  the  piiblie.  wonld  not  be 
of  sufficient  magnitude  to  justify  tne  Government 

imposing  on  them  such  an  uneqaal  burden. 

If  the  proposed  system  should  be  adopted  the 
total  derangement  of  the  existing  organization 
of  thb  militia,  must  be  the  consequence.  It 
may  be  proper  htfre  again  to  remark,  that  by  the 
Constitution  of  the  Uoiled  States  is  rested  in  tbe 
General  Government,  the  power  ''to  provide  for 
organizing,'armineanddiscipl<oiogthe  militia,  and 
(bt  governing  such  part  of  them  as  may  lie  em- 
ployed in  tbe  service  of  the  United  8uies ;  but 
the  same  article  oi  the  Constitution  is  express,  in 
"reserving  to  the  States  respectively',  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  officers,  and  the  authority  of  training 
ihemiliiia  according  to  the  discipline  prescribed 
by  Congress."  By  this  arrangement  in  the  Con' 
stitution,  the  powers  necessary  to  produce  an  effi- 
cient militia,  are  divided  between  the  General 
dovernment  and  the  State  Oovernroenta.  In  pur- 
sua'nc*  of  the  power  vested  ia  the  General  Gov- 
eroraent,  on  this  subject,  Congress  did, in  the  veai 
1792,  pass  an  act  to  establish  an  uniform  militia 
throughout  the  United  States,  which  act  seems  to 
embrace  all  the  principles  in  tbe  case  delegated  to 
Congress.  Soon  af\er  the  passage  of  that  law 
by  Congress,  a  consideration  of  ilie  subject  waa 
assumed  by  the  legislatures  of  all  the  Slates,  and 
hiws  have  been  passed  by  all  the  Stales  for  carry- 
ing that  system  into  eHect,  so  that  by  the  co-opera- 
lion  of  the  General  Government  and  the  State 
Governments,- the  militia  are  now  completely  or- 
^nized  and  oSicared  throughout  the  Union.  It 
IS  now  thirteen  ytars  since  Ibis  system  has  been 
in  operation  ;  the  people  practising  under  it  have 
^quainied  with  it,  and 
y  parlK  of  the  Union 
military  discipline  is  lapidly  progressing  under  it, 
and  it  cannot  with  propriety  be  doubted,  that  the 
militia  of  the  United  States  ooder  the  eziatingor- 
ganizalicQareamply  com  pelen  ttoadefenceagainst 
the  inlruiioQ  of  any  invading  enemy.  To  derange 
this  system  then,  and  intriMlace  one  totally  new 
sad  untried,  one  in  which  it  is  notc^rtain  that  the 
State  Legislatures  will  concur  and  which  is  of 
doubtful  aspect,  as  it  relates  to  the  approbation  of 
t^e  body  of  the  people^  would,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  committee,  at  this  important  crisis  of  onr  na- 
tional affaire,  be  putting  too  mach  at  risk. 


RtMhtd,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  adopt  mcft- 
snres  for  the  claMifioaticn,  or  new  oiganizalion  of 
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Tenitary  of  MU^igan. 


TEHMTOHT  OP  MICHIGAN. 

JO«aamiie*Ud  to  Congrew  Decaaber  SS,  180B.] 
Ifc  the  Senale  and  Hmue  of 

Rtpmmlaiiva  of  the  United  Statet; 

The  Qoveiaot  aad  presiding  Judge  of  lie  Terri- 
tory of  Michigin,  b«veni&de  &  report  to  me  of  itie 
itaie  of  that  Territory,  several  matters  in  which 
b«iag  within  the  reach  of  the  Le^rislative  authority 
only,  I  lay  the  report  before  CongresB. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 

Dbcehbeb  S3,  1805. 

Dethoit  October  10, 1805. 

Tbe  Qovcnior  of  the  Territory  of  Miehigan 
and  the  presidingjudge  thereofiin  compliance  with 
tbe  wishes  of  tbe  GorerameBt  and  the  people  i^ 
the  Territory,  have  tbe  Ito&or  to  make  the  follow- 
ing report  relative  to  Ihe  affairs  of  tbe  Territory. 

By  Ibe  act  of  the  Coogreu  of  the  United  Slates 
establiihing  the  Territory,  the  Gtovernment  there- 
of was  to,  commeoae  from  and  after  the  30Eh  day 
of  Jane,  1805.  The  presiding  judge  arrired  at 
Detroit,  ihe  seat  of  the  GoverDment,  oa  Saturday 
the  39iQ  day  of  June,  and  tbe  Governor  dd  Mon* 
day  Ihe  firs!  day  of  July.  The  issociate  judge, 
who  was  previously  a  resideBt  of  the  Territory) 
was  already  there.  On  Tuesday  the  3d  July,  tbe 
Governor,  in  pursuance  of  the  ordinaDco  of  Con- 
gress, adminiilered  to.the  several  officers  their  r^ 
Ejiective  oaths  of  office,  and  od  tfae  same  day  the 
operations  of  the  Ooveroraeat  fommeaced. 

It  was  the  unforiuoaie  fate  of  th»  new  Govern- 
ment to  connnence  iu  op«ratioDs  in  a  scene  of  the 
deepest  public  and  private  calamity.  By  the 
eonflagratioD  of  Detroit,  which  took. place  on  the' 
morDiog  of  the  11th  of  Jube,  all  the  ooildia^  of 
that  place,,  both  public  and  private,  were  entirely 
consumed ;  and  the  most  vahltble  part  of  ihe  per- 
aonal  prooerty  of  the  inhabitaois  was  lost.  On 
the  Brri*Bl  of  Ihe  now  Qorerameat,  a  part  of  the 
people  werpfonnd  encamped  on  lh»public  grounds, 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  town,  and  the  remainder 
irete  dispersed  through  the  ncighboriag  settie- 
ils  of  tfae  oouatry ;  both  on  the  Britoh  and 


xvai 


American  side  of  the  boondary. 
Tha  place  whieh  bore  tbe  ~~ 
lowe  01  Detroit,  was  a  spot  o 


combustible  materials,  (ha  narrow  iDterval 
fonttaan  or  fiftaea  fe^  used  a*  streets  or  lauea, 
only  excepted  ;  and  the  whole  was  enrironad  with 
a  very  Krong  and  seottte  defence  of  tall  aad  solid, 
pickets.  The  circumjaceat  ground,  thc^  bank  of 
the nTer  alane, excepted,  was  a  wide  commons; 
and  though  assertions  are  made  reaaectioff  i^e  ea- 
iatenoa,  among  the  records  of  Q^eoee,  of  a  chai^ 
ter'  from  the  King  of  Prance,  confirmiog  this 
vommoni  as  an  appurieoaDce  to  the  loarn,  i|  was 
eilbertbepropertv  of  the  United  States,  or  at  least 
such  as  individual  claims  did  Dot  attempt  tn  cover. 
The  folly  ofaiiempling  10  rebuild  the  town  in  the 
original  mode  was  obvlohs  to  every  mind;  yet 
ibere  acUted  no  aathority,  either  in  the  country 
or  in  the  <diceit  of  the  new  Qoreromest,  to  dis- 


pose of  tbe  adjdeent  gronad.  Hence  bad  already 
arisen  a  state  of  disMnaioo  which  urgeotly  re- 
quired the  iaterpusilion  of  some  authority  to  quiet. 
Some  of  the  inhabitants,  destiinte  of  shelter,  and 
hopeless  of  aliy  prompt  arrangements  of  Govern- 
ment, had  re-occupied 'their  former  groond.  and  a 
l^tv  baildiogs  had  already  been  erected  in  the 
midst  of  the  old  ruin.  Anbiher  portion  of  the  ia- 
habiiants  bad  determined  to  take  jMs^ssion  of  the 
adjacent  public  ground,  and  to  throw  themaelves 
on  tbe  liberality  of  the  Qovetnmcnl  o/the  United 
States^  either  lo  make  tUem  a  donation  of  tfae 
ground  as  a  compensation  for  their  suSeringa,  or 
to  accept  of  a  very  modertte  price  for  it.  If  they 
could  have  made  auf  anaDgement  of  the  Tariont 
pretensions  of  individuals,  or  eould  have  agreed 
on  any  plan  of  a  town,  ihey  wbiild  soon  have  be- 
gun to  build;  But  tfae  want  of  a  civil  iiKborily 
10  decide  inierfertng  claims,  or  to  compel  tfae  re- 
fractory to  submit  to  the  wishes  of  a  msjoriry,  bad 
yat  prevented  tbem  from  carrying  any  particular 
meabures  into  exeention.  On  tlie  maming  at 
Monday,  the  Srst  day  <pfjaly  the  inhabitants  bad 
assembled  for  th«  -purpose  of  resolving  on  some 
definitive  mode  of  proeednre.  The  judges  pre- 
vailed on  them  to  defer  their  intentions  for  a  short 
time,  giviog  tbem  nssuranoes  that  the  Governor  of 
the  Territory  would  shortly  arrive  and  that  every 
arrangement,  in  Ihe  poaret'' of  their  domestic  gov- 
ernment, would  be  made  for'  their  relief.  On 
iheae  repvesentttioos  they  consented  to  defer  their 
measures  for  one  forto^t.  In  the  evening  of 
the  same  day  the  Governor  arrived.  Ii  Was  his 
first  raeasare  to  prevent  any  encroaehmenrt  from 
Being  made  on  the  public  land,  Tfae  liiuatioa  of 
Ihe  distressed  iohabitanti  then  occupied  the  at- 
tention of  tbe  members  of  tfae  Ooreranient  for 
twoOr  three  days. '  The  resnli  of  these  discossioa* 
was,  to  proceed  to  lay  oat  a  new  town,  erobnciog 
the  whole  of  tfie  old  town  and  the  public  laods 
adjacent ;  to  state  to  the  people  that  nothing  in 
tbe  nature  of  a  title  oouM  be  given,  nndei  any 
authorities  then  posM^sed  by.  the  Qovernment; 
and  that  they  coafd  not  be  justified  in  holding  out 
any  charitable  donations  whatever,  as  a  compen- 
sation for  their  sufferings;  hot  that  every  per- 
sonal exertion  woald  be  used  to  obtain  a  confii- 
■nation  of  thfl  arraoffementi about  to  be  made,  iitd 
to  obtain  the  liberarattentron  of  the  QoTemment 
of  the  United  Sutea  lo  their  distretses. 

A  tDFWn  wae  acMrdio^Iy  s'nrveyed  and  laid  ont, 
and  Ike  want  of  authority  to  impart  any  regular 
title  witfaonl  the  antoeqaeut  tanction'of  CMureas, 
being  Hrsl  imptetsed,  and  Clearly  understood,  the 
lo(s  wete  eipiMed  to  sale  nnder  that  reservation. 
Where  the  jntrehaset  of  a  lot  was  a  proprietor  in 
the  old  town,  be  was  at  liberty  to  extingnsh  hb 
fonfter  property  in  bib  new  acqaisiiion,  foot  for 
foot,  and  wsk  expected  to  pay  only  for  thesarphtt, 
at  the  raie  expressed  in  his  bM.  A  considerable 
part  of  the  inhabitants  were  only  teuanis  in  the 
old  tbwn,  there  being  b6  means  of  acquiring  any 
new  titles.  Theule  of  course  could  not  be  con- 
fined merely  to  former  proprietors,  but  as  far 
aa  possible,  was  confinM  to  former  inhabitants, 
AAer  the  Mia  of  a  aonsUertble  pari,  hj  auction. 
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the  remainder  wu  diapoKd  of  bp  prirate  conjtact, 
deducting  from  ibe  pievioiu  uLea  ibe  bo^is  of  the 
terms.  As  sooa  u  ibe  oecessities  of  the  imoiE- 
diate  iDhabiianis  were  accommodaied,  Iha  lales 
were  entirety  stopped  ubtil  the  pleasuie  of  Gov- 
ernment could  be  consulted.  As  no  title  could 
be  made,  or  wai  pretended  to  be  m«de,  ao  pa 
men  Is  were  required,  nor  any  monexs  permitted 
be  received  until  ite  expiration  of  one  Year, 
aSbrd  time  for  Congress  to  Interpose.  The  i 
mainin^  part  *as.  stipulated  td  be  paid  in  four 
successive  annual  instalmcots.  Theliighest  sum 
resuttinff  from  the  bids  was  seven  cents,  for'a 
square  lobi,  and  the  wkoU  averaged  at,leafE  four 
cents.  In  this  way  ibe  Inhabitants  were  fully  sat- 
isfied to  commence  their' buildit^  and  the  Inter- 
fering  prelensioqs  of  all  individuals  were  event- 
ually- reconciled.  Tbe  validily  of  any  of  the 
titles  was  not  ta^en  into  view.'  The  possession 
under  ibe  titles,  such  as  ibey  were:  was  alonfe  re- 
prded,  and  the  ralidiiy  of  title  left  lo  avait  tte 
issue  of  such  measures  es  Congress  might  adopt, 
relative  to  landed  lilies  iu  the  Terriiofy  of  Mieiii- 
ran  generally.  It  therefore  now  remains  for  tbe 
.  Oongrese  of  the  United  Stales  eitbfer  to  reAiscs 
sanction  of  the  artangemeoi  made,  or  by  ijqj^n- 
ing  a  regular  authority  to  make  i/,  or  in  some 
other  mode  in  their  wisdom  deemed  [troifer,  to  re- 
lieve the  iahabiiants  from  one  of  th<.-  tnost  imme- 
diate  distresses,  occasioned  tty  the  calamitons  coa- 
Sagraiiou. 

StroBgly  impressed  -with  «  sense  of  the  wortb 
of  the  people,  and  deeply  com misera ling  Iheir 
fsfieriogs,  of  a  great  part  of  Which  ikpy  were  eye 
witnesses,  the  ^oers  of  their  looal  gcrVeuiment 
cannot  lefraui  from  adding  their  warmest  d^ree 
of  rceommendaiioa  to.  forward  the  liberality  ihe 
Congress  ofihe  United  States  will  Unquesuoniibty 
be  inelitted  to  eseKise  towards  tham:  Bnd  tbe 
dispasniun  which  will  doubtless  prevail  towards 
atiacluBgtheiraffeetiansjpianuiiingibetrrauiesis,. 
and  retierimg  ibeit  diitfeis.  Wttather  a  donation 
of  the  aoqnisitioas,  which  have  been  stated,  or  of 
lands  mare  remeie,  or  the  ftppliMtiDn  o(  th*  pror 
c«da  (4) poblie  pnrpoMs  withtnibaoouDtry,  will 
be  uKst  advisable,  the  aodantgned  pretend  a«t 
to  say  ;  btu  whatev^  r«liif  may  be  eztemlM  ■'' 
them  on  the  part  of-ihe  Oeuenl  OovannDent, 
rttey  healtaienOi  to  assert, 'will  be  of  the  moM  es* 
santtal  ntility  to  them,  and  renderMl  toobiects  of 
ical  merit.        ■ 

'fba  Organinttton  of  the  ecurts  of  jusiioa  next 
dMBaoded  consideration.  A  Judioial  system  was 
eetaUiahod  on  principles  (rt'cODveDieoce, economy, 
nnd  simplicity.  Coatls  were  held  under  it,  and 
all.  (he  uistiog  busiaeu  settled.  Brery  snb}eet 
lequliing'-to  be  Instated  upon  was  aeied  an,  as 
fu't-t  tbe  Ooveinment  i^as  competim  to  acf. 
At  tbe  Olofb  of  the  other  arraagementi  the  mil- 
ilia  of  thb  Territory  were  completeiy  organiEed 
and  brought  into  the  field. 

The  various  acts,  both  df  a  LegUlaiivo'aad  Bit 
e«iitive  description,  will  appear  at  large  ifl  the 
sefBt-annoal  report  of  them,  which  'the-  laws  of 
the  Daiied'StineS  require.and  it^ill  theieforebe 
■uawasary  to  ahttM  Ute  AetKAt  of  tfaen. 
Stti  Cos.  Sd  Sksi^— 33 


Tbe  grand  juries  consiaoity  presented  addresses 
to  tbe  CDoris  on  tbe  subject  of  their  land  titles. 
The  several  companies  of  militia,  elected  delo- 
galea  to  a  eeaend  meeting,  which,  among  other 
objects,  addressed  tbe  Qttrermnedt  on  the  sub- 
ject of  their  titles;  and  earnMtly  requested  tlie 
person^laFtesdance  of  the  Qorernor  and  one  of  tbe 

iudgas  duriiig  a  part  of  tbe  teaston  of  Congreai, 
odeed  the  confuMd  ei ligation  of  land  titles,  du- 
ring the  nine  or  ten  yeata-'the  United  Stales  uv« 
had  possession  of  tb«  eoubtry,  has  been  such,  and 
is  so  inoieiMngvby  lapae  of  time,  aa  now  loudly 
to  call  for  a  twabilive  adjnstmeBt. 

It  is -now  nearly  a  century  and  a  half  since  lb* 
first  settlements  wete.made  in  this  country,  undei 
the  Ji'ranch  Gavef[)ment,a9d  in  tberejga-of  LQoia 
tbe  FourMontb,  wb,ose  qame  it  {hen  bare,  in  com- 
mbn  with  what  has  since  eidusively  bewi  teemed 
LpuisWa^  X^  16?3,4n  o$cer,cqiniDisBionedb|r 
the  Freoch/Qoveroment,  explored  the  waters  (tt 
l^e  West,  taking  his  departure  from  Lake  Miebi- 
ganj  he  penetrated  to  the  Oajsconsii)  river,  and 
afterwards  to  the  Mississippi,  and.ceturned  throQgli 
the  Illinois  country,  Xl\et  havitig  sailed  down  ine 
Miaiissippi  within  one  degree  of  latitude  of  tbe 
SoQtheia  boundary  of  tb«  United  States,  previous 
to  the  late  treaty  of  Tarls,  of  April,  1806,  and  that 
aaterior  lo  the  discovety  of  tbe.ntouihoitbcMia- 
sisstppi  by  La.  SilU..  Prior  to  ibis  era,  Ote  set- 
tlements of  4be  Strait  hat]  commenced)  and  De- 
troit claims  an  flntiqaity  of  fifteen  jear*  superior 
taiheciiyofPIiiMelpfaia.  TJtefewtitlesgtanted 
bythe  QoverHment  ofVraiuewereof  tbreeFrench 
es  in  front.  <w  the  banks  of  the  river,  by  U>t\j 
d^[ith,  .suDJecl  to  tbe  fendal  and  seignoniil 
coodiiioDi,  wbiah  usiwlly  accomnanied  titles  inr 
France.  Thd  aoeienl  French  code  called  ia  eou- 
tune  de  Paris  Was  tbe  titablishad  law  of  the 
oountryi  and  the  rights  of  land  werena^desirivtly 
conformable  to  it.  All  these  grants,  however,  r»- 
qijited  tbe  ^ tantee,  in  a  limited  period,  lo  obtain 
a  coofirioation  from  tbe  king,;  and,  with  Om  ex- 
ception of  a  tery  few,  tbu  coniSmatiop  haa 
naVer  been  made.  On  the  conquest «{ tbe  Kreocb 
pQssessioiia  by  Great  Brit«ia,'in.  toe,  war  -whicb 
termiaai^d  by  the  Treaty  of  Paris  in  th«  year  176j3^ 
as  well  in  tbe  origiuftl  articles  of  capilulaunn  in 
}739  and'in  1760,  as'  in  tbe  sabse^aeat  trffkty  itr 
self^  the  proivity.of  ibeinhabitantsof  thecoHAtrf 
Bonfirmea  to .  tlfem.  The  expression  in  the 
i^insl  la  leart  tnent,  nobU*:«tigvoblei,  ngiAfet 
et  tmToeviilt*-  U  is  therefore  ooiMeived  tq  com- 
nre bend  these  lands.  On  the  aequisitioD  by  tbe 
United  Sutes. of  America  of  that  |>ckrtion  of  Can- 
ada  which  u  now  comprehended  within  ihelimiu 
of  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  by  tbe  definitive 
Treaur  of  Peace,  at  Paris,  In  1733,  the  snbjecu  of 
His  Britannic  Majesty  ate.  secured  from  Iqss,  oi 
dama^  in  person,  liberty,  or  property,  and  In  the 
Treajf  of  London,  negotiat^  between  Mr.  Jay 
an4  Lord  'QreoTiUe.  in  November,  1794,  they  ar« 
s,till  mtii«  paruouiarlv  oonfiimed  in  their  proper^ 
of  every  lund,  land,  nouses  or  effect^. .  Howavei 
mfectire,  therefore,  the  class  or  original  proprie- 
tors may  be  with  respect  to  the  eyidence  of  title 
aocoaliag  to  the  Aatericait  forms,  It  is  t^ncei^vad 
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their  rightA  are  extremeljr  atrong.  The  British 
OovernmeDl  granied  few  title*,  and  these  were 
generally  mere  permissiont  of  mititarf  officers  to 
use  or  occupy  eeridia  piece*  of  land,  often  nnse' 
conipaiiied  with  any  written  evideocei,  buE  bs- 
sumiDg,  from  long  coDtinued  pbsBrraion,  an  ap- 
pearance of  right:  Under  ^he  American  QoTern- 
ment  no  liilet  of  any  kind  hdre  been  granted. 

From  this  state  of  tbiogs  some  consequences 
have  resulted,  which  are  not  indeed  diffienh  ■- 
foresee,  bgt  which  it  i^  difficult  to  remedr.    Oi 


of  these  consequeaees,  and  perhaps  not  the  leas 
important,  is  toe  effect  ic  had'  on  ths  deiiioy  ant 
moral  character  of  the  prOgeoy  of  the  orlgii 


•olonlsts.  When  it  is '  remembered,  that  the 
troopa  of  Louis  the  Four  teen  th)  came  without 
women,  the  detertptiim  of  persons  eonstituiing 
the  second  generation  will  Bol  b;  difficult  tb  eot>- 
oeiTc.  When  it  is  considered  kt  the  same  time, 
tkai  desiilate  of  titlea  to  land,  they  were  precluded 
from  the  meaos  of  acqnidng  thejn,  it  will  bh  ob- 
rious  that  an  entraoce  iolo  the  savage  societies, 
or  at  most  emplofmenls  Jo  the  commerce  carried 
on  with  them,  were  their  only  resources.  While 
therefore,  the  American  colonizalioas  of  Ihbsame, 
and  of  subseqaent  date,  have  grown  into  regntir, 
agricultural,  and  oualent  States,  these  countries 
hi*e  beea  destined  to'  aoaVctiy,  to  i^orauoe,  to 
porerty.  The  emigrant,  whom  curiosity,  or  en- 
terprise, at  any  time  brought  into  ibe  Conntry, 
was  either  atracted  to  the  British  sido  of  it,  or 
disappeared  io  some  mode  less  easy  to  account 
for.  AccessioD  by  forciga  population,  Hnd  by 
natatai  iicreaie,  being  thus  at  Once  cut  off,  ifae 
ftte  ef  tbis  fine  region  has  necessarily'  been 
that  insLinifi-Bnee  which  still  beloiwa  to  iL  The 
British  Ooretnment,  in  recent  periMs,  hare  coi 
firmed  original  proprietors,  made  a  donation  Df  . 
quantity  equal  to  the  original  grant,  termed  a 
coDtiDuation ;  aod  hare  granted  lands  to  settlert 
without  anf  Other  t)rice  than  hommon'  iva  ot 
offieeattendtDgiheacquisitio^iof  thegranL  Such, 
howerer,  is  the  iuestimable  raine  of  liberty  to 
man,  (hat  DotwilbstaDding  these,  and.  if  possible, 
greater  Indacements  to  the  settlers.'  (he  dhder- 
Agned  renture  to  predict  a  marked  saperiority  to 
ihe  American  side,  cTea  at  the  prices  at  present 
rn]oired  by  tbe  AmfHcati  Qorerament,  or  at  a 
sligiht  rariaiion  of  them,  if  the  old  elaiins  are  at 
ftace  Bdjnsted,ftod  the  cotmtry  laid  open  to  the 
Bcqaisitlon  of  new  title. 

From  the  (late  of  the  country  which  hat  been 
represented,  another  conaeqaence  has  regnlted. 
EncrtAehments,  in  some  tbstanee^  grafted  on 
Original  litk,  and  in  others  witboat  a  semblance 
of  title,  bare  been  made  on  laiidfl  which  are  or 
ought  to  be.  the  property  of  the  United  States. 
Indifidusls  bare  proceeded  to  excingaish  the  na- 
tive rigbl,  contrary  to  the  regulations  6{  all  the 


r 


.    ..    _„Bcqi 

What  arrangements  the  United  States  wilTraabe 
on  this  bead  it  belongs  not  to  us  to  aoticfpate ;  we 
■hall  only  recommend  a  libe^l  and  mereinil  dis- 
posiiioD  (0  the  people  of  this  Country  ;  of  wboitf 
It  OMf  ha  Mfely  aucried  they  are  las  to  be 


iharged  with  depravity  of  character,  than  their 
rovernmeQts  have  been  with  cruel  neglect  and 
n  difference. 

Theclaims  of  the  present  inhabitants  require  lo 
be  considered  underone  more  aspect,noTel indeed, 
the  less  fouDdedJ  a  truth.  When  tbcAmeri- 

aes  into  contact  wi^htbeaboriginaljifhe  is 

notcoiisideredasBi)eoemy,heiEaiIeastre^rdedaa 
a  character  with  whom  they  are  (0  straggle,  and  if 
in  no  other,  certainly  in  a  pecuniary  new.  Bnl 
the  Canadian,  aHied  by  blbod,  by  long  esiaUnbed 
inletcoutse,  by  s  countless  reciprocity  of  seivicet, 
their , native  claims  having  long,  as  to  time,  beoi 
extinguished,  and  their  hanor  and  good  bith 
havinz  been  repeatedly  pledged'  for  his  proieetiMi, 
ia  .unuotmly  regarded  as  (heir  brother,  and  with 
bim  they  are  disposed  to  make  a  eonimoD  aausb 
Hence  justice,  and  liberal  justice,  to  ttie  Canadiaa 
inbahitaot  is  ap  importMil  point  of  policf  in  the 
conduct  of  the  American  Qorer&meot  toward* 
tbe  aboriginal  iobabitantsi 

The  exietil  of  tbe  Oanadian  eztingnishment  of 
Indian  title,  though  Ip  itself  indefinite,  appeait 
first  to  have  received  limits  in  tbe  treaty  of  Fort 
Mcintosh,  in  178:9.  We  there  first  find  a  written 
dereliction  of  Indian  elaim  for  a  breadth  of  six 
milea,  from  La  Riviere  aui  RaisiBs,  now  called 
Rosine,  on  Like  Erie,  to  the  Lake  St.  Clair.  lo 
the  sulaseaueiiE  treaty  of  Fort  Harmar  in  1789, 
the  same aerelictionis confirmed,  in  thealierior 
Treaty  of  Qieenville,  in  1796,  the eonfimtBlioa  is 
repeale4i  and.additiona  made. 

,The  Treaty  with  Great  Britain,  of  1783,  and 
the  aubaeqnent  one  of  1794,  wei«  made  for  the  ac- 
eamptishmeni  of  greqt  natiosal  objeeta,  hariag 
very  lillle  coasexion  with  Canadian  and  Indian 
claims.  Ike  Treaties  of  Fort  Mclntodi,  Fort 
Harmar,  an'dof  GheenvilUj  wer«  all  fornBed  oa 
-other I'ai  more  important  point* ;  .and  tkequaatii} 
of  extiaguished  Indian  title  in  UiohigaB  teeop 
nisad  by  them  is  less  to  be  considered  a*  an  aeqaisi- 
tionofnawtitl«,tbaDadefinitioaBftheoU.  The 
expense  of  thosenagoliatioosllierefarecaBKBice- 
ly  be  said,  in  any  sease,  to  attach  la  thia  conaliy  i 
and  perhalpa  it  may  -be  truly  said  (hat  all  tlse  la- 
diaa  ritl«  at  present  extinguished  within  tbe  Ter- 
ritory of  Michigan  bu  bm  cost  the  United  StaHs 
a  g'lDhglB  dollar ;  bat  is  entirely  a  reeognitioD  <Ja 
prertous,  but  indefinite  title,  eitinniabed  by  the 
Canadians.  Hence,  a  question  will  ariae  wMtiicr 
ilia  mote  tban  barely  justice  to  the  iDhabinnta 
to  allow  them  the  .whole  of  this  part,  or  otber- 
wisa  m  parnui  the  proceeda  of  it  m  be  applwd  to 
their  benefit  in  the  education  of  their  youth,  iitt^ 
erection  of  psblio  buildings,  saeh  aa  eoart^houaea 
and  jails,  which  the  late  conflagntuin  haa  «>tuely 
deprived  them  of)  and  in  laying  out  rotds,  and  olw 
improvementa  in  their  country)  Next  to  tbe  ad- 
justment of  the.  old  titles  c»mea  the  acqni*itio«  of 
new.  It  is  beliered  that  at  this  period,  and  in  a 
particular  mode,  a  rer^  large  portion  of  Indiaa 
title  may  \»  shortly  aximKuished  ;  bat  as  tkis  nan 
bf  the  subject  may  hereafter  be  djeemed  confima* 
tial,  it  i*  made  the  subject  of  a  distinct  report. 
Oh  u  oocaaioa  lilte  (he  pteeent  it  jony  wn,  bt 
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mudritable  to  rerise  BOma  of  the  rsgalatiou  K- 
Utife  la  tbe  larritory. 

On  ill  ih«  «abjecli  requiiiD^  l^(iilftlioii  the  pn- 
KOtOareronencsct  witli..iliffi(ni[ty,Bod  oamuiy- 
ounot  aei  st  all.  All  IftVs  will  be  (ouad  to  opeaJ» 
on  pulicaln  ptutes,  tiiiie5,aad  peuoat,  and  is  no 
Stale  wbicb  enten  iato  the  compMiiiaa  of  ihe. 
Ameiicaa  UotOD,  iriU  as  ab«iract  code  of  prbei- 
ptei  be  discoTered  free  from  a  coaaexiua,ftDd  ihat 
■  rery  cine  one,  wilb  the  place*,  limes,  anil  )>er- 
■ons  aSecled  by  theas.  Hence,  the  sitiet  adoption 
itf  KBy  esde,  DreTea  of  any  one  teWjbecoiBea  im- 
paetible.  ,  Tonakftit  appUe^b^ilmuai  be  adapl^ 
«d  l»  tfa'e  geogrftphy  of  tbe^cooatry,  loiu  tempo- 
nrf  MKwmstaneeeaodexigeDciea,  aiid,ii>lhe^ir- 
tieuls*  cbaneur  of  the  penooa  over  nhoia.ii  ia 
to,o|ieia(4.'  Hitherto,  itbas been  religioualyibe  o^ 
j«c(  to  follow  wbithubeea deemed  thesubetance' 
of  tbe  law,  whateT«E  ntodificaiions  ihe  form  i^f  it 
*ae  ohtigad  to  uodeigo.  '  But  diSereat  minda  will 
BM  always  corretpoQd  in  aentimeol  on  wbai  j* 
•nbstfince,  and  whM  ii  fona  ;  and  in  all  the  liti- 
gatioDS  wbieh  atiie  under  laws,  those  afigctiD ^  the 
validity  of  the  law  itaelf  an  the  moot  iDlncAie 
■nd  difficult.    Heaae/iu  a  country  whose  Admi 


ialratiOD  oucfat  to  be  marked  with  umplii^itv,  ior 
tricAcy,  procrasiiBatioo,  &nd  unceitaiaty  in  anklrs, 
result.    To  adopt  laws  from  all  (be  original  Stales 


tbe  laws  of  all  the  original  Slates  ought  to  be  fur- 
nished ;  and,  waiving  the  difficuty  and  expense  of 
proenrJDg  them,  what  body  of  men,  under  the 
pressnre  of  immediate  busiuBss,  can  acquire  a  com- 
plete acquaintance  with  them?  The  posieaiion 
of  all  the  codes,  ifil  were  possible,  and  a  com- 
pete aojoaintance  whb  thait  content*,  would  sfill 
ptore  an  abortire  curs ;  for  in  many  tery  simple 
ciuea,  a  stnci  precedent  will  be  searched  for  in 
Tain.  Ia  the  object  to  eatabliah  a  ferry,  to  regUr 
laie  the  a&iri  of  anjr  dlitrict,.  to  erect  a  court- 
bo  nae,  or  w  inatiinte  a  school,  however  ui^enl  the 
call,  boweTer  obriow  tbe  means,  it  must  often  be 
abandoDed  for  want  of  a  precedent  that  will  ap^ 
vLy  i  and  often,  when  attemptea,  may  be  defeated, 
from  the  want  of  a  slricl  eorreapoudeoee  beijreen' 
the  Isw  made  and  the  precedent  from  which  it 
prnfetsea  to  be  adopted.  The  leat.eecnniy  for 
the  prcralenee  of  republican  prineiplei  rBiti  not 
in  a  proTtsioD  of  this  ^wkwud  kind;  for  ctenan 
tk*  emtea  of  the  Statea  the  disciple  ofmiitoc  racy 
may  (oauiimes  And  a  weapon.  It  rem  in  the 
M^l  yrabability  that  the  adsaiuietration  of  this 
description  will  be  oonforauUe  to  the  Qaneml 
Adatinistniion.  It  rests  in  the  pare bmL  control 
of  Congnse.  Esperienoeis  the  best  teat  nf  the  pio- 
yrieiy  or  impropriely  of  c  ta  v;«nd'if  a  law  be  made 
which  givea.disntisfaetion,  i)ie-naiural  reioti  ie 
the  autborityfirit  malting  it  for  ibcoii)eotieO)Bi 
when  from  defect  of  power  or  of  ineliaation  the 
«ril  is  found  i Remediable,  by  them,  to  superior 
nathority. 

The  requirii^a  poseeteioB  of  eetfain  quantities 
of  laiMl  in  raiion»  officers  is  not  onlv  impractica- 
ble in  tbe  present  instance  i  but  t&e  policy  ob 
which  the  prorisioa  may  hare  origiiully  been 
grounded  has  ceased  to  exist. . 

Tbe  sontktnt  honadMf  oX  the  Ten iu»r  ii  tnile- 


fiuite.  Though  in  iLe  present  man  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales,  a  line  of  latitude  through  the  toulbera 
bend  of  Lake  Michigan  appears  to  strike  Lake 
Brie  near  ibe  mouth  of  the  Miami,  yet  in  the  mape 
.of  Arrowsmiih  and  U'Keoxie,  sueh  a.liae  bflnt* 
tUude  would  not  strike  Lake  Erie,  but  pass  entirely 
south  of  it.  Th«  anxiety  of  the  soulbem  setilera 
of  the  Territory  ii^eat,  not  lo<}>e«ttached  to  the 
State  of  Ohio,  which  would  ba  incemmodioua  to 
them,  but  to  Michigan,  wbicii  is  bq- much  more 
oODTCflient.  The  weatern  ead  ofXiake  Brie,  eren 
Ctoin  Saadii^ky,  would  feel  this  coovenience. 
,  The  case  of  (ha  Wyandot  Indianc  deeerres  the 
cuniideraiion  of  Governm^t.  They  live  in  two 
towns,  Maguaga  and  Browji'a  to-wa,  within  the 
Umita  of  the  Atneriean  title.  ^To  tbe  Trealjr  of 
Fort  Uormar,  a  cleoaa  .was  annexed  stipulating 
that  they  mLffat  remain  unmolested.  Id  tb«  Treaty 
of  QreeDTille  this  proristoh  is  omitted.  They 
gaastantly  assert,  aqd  there  are  not. wanting lepn- 
table  citizens  who  join  them  in  this  assertion,  that 
they  were  solemnly  promised  by  Oaneral  Wayne 
a  continuance  of  tbe  indulgence.  It  may  thate- 
fore  be.  worthy  of  serious,  consideration  whether 
it  may  noibeadnaablein  tfaeadjustmeut  of  titles, 
to  recogDiBe  their  possessions,  and  invest  them 
with  the  character  of  citixeaa. 

WILLIAM  HULL, 

Oovemor  tf  Miehigtm. 

A.  B.  WOODWARD. 
PrttitUng  Jvdgt  i^do. 


TBRIUTORT  OF  ORLEAiNB. 

[Coawxmjeaied  to  ths  Honse,  Psbraai^  ST,  I80S.] 
The  committee,  to  whom  were  refeTred  (he  me- 
modal  of  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  Orleanf,  and  ainff  the  memorial  of  the 
Hou.ie  of  Representatives  of  the  same  Territory, 
make  the  follo#ingr apart : 

'  The  object  of  the  Yoemorialists  IS  to  obtain  from 
tbe  General  Gavernmeqt  a^grant  of  lands  for  the 
eslablisliment  and  support  of  college  schools, 
and  oihe;  seminaries  of  education,  within  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Orleans.  , 

Your  commitiea  ate  of  opinion,  that  it  ought  to 
be  a  prtAury  object  with  the  Cfeiieral  Qovern- 
meat  loeneourageaiid  promote  education  in  every 
part  of  tbe  Union,  so  fai  as  tbe  same  can  be  done 
consistent  with  th<;  «eaeral  policy  of  the  natioi^ 
and  so  as  not  to  infringe  the  municioal  regula- 
tioos  that  are^  or  may  be  adopted  by  Ine.  respect 
ive  State  authorities  on  this  subject. 

The  benefits  resulting  to  society  in  zeneral  from 
ttie  establishment  and  support  of  public  insttln- 
tioas  for  (be  education  of  youth,  and  the  geuetal 
diffusion  of  science,  arf  too  well  known  to  all  dis- 
cerning persons  to  require  any  particular  investi- 
Cition  on  (be  pr.esent  occasion.  The  National 
egislaiure  has,  by  several  of  its  kcts  on  former 
occasions,  evinced^  in  the  stroiuest  manner,  its 
disposition  toaSbtd  tbe  means  oi  establishing  and 
fostering  with  a  lilwral  band  such  puhUe  iuiitv- 
tloo*. 
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By  a  KwlntioB  of  tb/e  old  ConffKn,  Dciiler  tin 
ConfederarioD,  of  the  aOih  Uarcli,  1765.  it  it  ds- 
elarcd  that  lot  No.  16,  of  erny  townsbip,  in  the 
Terriiory  Northwest  of  the  rirer  Ohio,  (which  ie 
equal  to  oae  thirty-sixth  fiart  of  the  satne)  &bal1 
be  reeerTed  for  the  meiBtenanee  of  puMie  Mhools 
within  the  seid  toWiuhip.  h  also  appears  t>f  an 
act  of  Congreas,  paitaj  the  3d  March.  1803,  (haf 
IB  additioB  to  certain  traMt'oF  laud'  Wore  (hat 
time  appropriated  for  that  purpose,  thiCTS  were 
apprt^riated  aod  vetted  in  the  Legislature  ef  the 
State  of  Obto,  iD  Trust,  for  the  use  of  schools  in 
diBt  Sta.Ki,  ceruiD  quarter  (owsthips,  in  cenaio 
tracts  therein  deseribed,  estimated  to  be  equal  to 
the  oHe  thif  ty-atxtb  part  of  all  the  londa  contaiTied 
in  the  said  seTeral  tracit  to  which  the  Indian 
claim  bad  been  cxtinguiBbed  ;  also,  the  oae  thiAy- 
u'xth  (lart  of  all  tha  laadt  of  the  Uoited  Slates 
lying  in  the  Bald  State  of  Ohio,  to  which  the  lu- 
dlBD  title  had  not  bew  eittn^u jibed, -which  raii[ht 
be  purchased  of  tha  taid  Indian  trib^t  by  the  Uni- 
ted States,  making  the  quantity  of  land  appro- 
iniated  for  (ba use  ofichoots  within  the  «aid  State, 
equal,  at  least,  lo  one  tbirty-sinh  part  of  all  the 
lands  belon^ne  to  the  United  Slates  wltbin  the 
nme.  A  umilaT  proTision  bas  also  been  made 
by  a  law  passed  in  1803,  for  the  use  of  schooh  in 
the  MiMiaslppi  Territory, 

By  this  lilwwl  policy,  the  General  GoTemmenl 
has  secured  to  the  -people  of  the  State  of  Ohio, 
anil  of  the  Mlaaiasippi  Territory,  a  ^rmanent 
fbnd  for  the  promotion  of  learning  and  the  general 
diffusioD  of  knowledge  within  the  same. 

Your  committee  are  of  opiiiwii,4tar  it  would 
be  sound  policy  in  the  J^eneial  OoTeromenl,  as 
well  as  cooaisteol  with  equal  juatise,  to. act  on 
thu  occasion  with  th«  same  liberality  towards  the 
people  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans  i]iat  has  b^ 
shown  in  relation  lo  the  State  of  Ohio  and  the 
Misiissippi  Territory;  and  tti  make  the  like  pro- 
Tision  for  the  establishment  aod  aupport  of  pub- 
lic schools  in  the  obe  ease  that  has  been  made  in 
ibe  others. 

In  pursning  Ibis  line  of  conduct,  the  National 
Lejfislatore  will  aflbrd  ID  tbe  people  of  the  Terri- 


Lejfislatore  will  aflbrd  ID  tbe  people  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  Orleans,  the  strongest  proof  of  a  dtsposi 

'i)^L*"'rl!f-?**-'"^."  *''*'"  '*'^  rights  Hod 
"    '"'  D  general,  but  to 


privileges  of 'American 

place  them  on  an  eqnaF  footing  with  the  citizens 


of  tbe  most  favored  portiao  of  tbe  Union,  who 
haye  experienced  the  imm:ediate  attention  of  the 
General  Government;  and  to  observe  towards 
them  the  fostering  care  of  an  indulgent  parent 
fteliiig  a  lively  interest  in  their  fntore  prosperity 
Md  happiness.  In  itismeasurc  tbe  people  of  that 
Territory  will  become  seiiiib!e,in  some  degree  at 
least,  of  the  advantaffes  they  have  derived,  and 
may  yet  obtain,  from  being  incorporated  into  the 
Union,  and  beeommg  a  portion  or  a  free  and  inde- 
pendent nation.   - 

The  commliieie  have  not  been  able  to  otitafn 
official  information  to  enable  Ibem  lo  form  a  eor- 
«ct  opinion  with  re^rd  to'ihe  quantity  or  value 
oftbepoblic  lands  within  tbe  city  of  New  Orleans; 
aor  ha»e  they  any  information  respecting  the  sit- 
aalltm  of  the  nid  lands  in  relatioo  to  the  centm 


(rf*  the  ciiy,  or  the  bank  of  the  river  Hlsaiaaippi, 
and  as- it  may  probably  be  neeeaaary  for  tbe  Ckit- 
eral  QovemmeM  to  resetTe  for  public  pvrpoaet 
seme  portloB*  of  the  i«id  lands,  whkb  eaasot  at 
pwaent  bed•BigDal«d,ye«TcommiUeea^eofopi»■ 
loa,'lhat  it  wmld  a«  MadWsable,«E  ttiii  tina,  to 
appropriate  or  diipose  of  the  lands  beloi^ng  to 
the  United  Siatea  willbtn  tbe  hiaita  of  tha  city  oC 
N«w  Orleans     ^ 

Your  cointaittee  respectAiMy  mbmit  to  tbe 
House  (he  foUowing  resolntio»: 

Retotmd,  That  for  the  establish  men  t  and  s«p> 
port  of  pQbtic  school*  wttbiti  the  Territory  irf  Or- 
leans;  there  -shall  be  appropriated,  and  raeerre^ 
from  sale,  one  tbitty-aiztn  Mrt  of  all  the  lands  of 
'     United  S;t«te$  within  tbe  Territary,  to  wUek 


the  Indian  eWm  baa  been  eitiagniriied,  or  mar 
hereafter  be  extingt^bed ;  whii^  onethirft'-aixtb 
part  shall  consist  ef  the  section  nntiibered  11^  /■ 


each  township,  if  tbe  said  landi  shall  be  aamye4 
in  townships'  of  six  miles  tqnare  each,  aul  tlM 
same  divided  iato  secttons  of  one  nilc  aqaere 
each.;  and  shall,  if  the  landsbe  surveyed  in  a  dif- 
ferent manner,  be  designated  by  lets;  and  Aa 
lands,  BO  appropriated,  shell  be  applied  to  the  use 
aforesaid,  within  tbe  tOWosbips,  or  pardcolar  di- 
visions not  exceeding  townships  in  enen^  reapeet- 
ively,  within  which  tbe  same  (ball  lie. 


PUBLIC  LANDa 

{Comaioniea(e4  to  tba  Heaas,  Feb.  &,  ISM.J 
TheCommiupe  on  Pabtie  Lands,  to  irtrom  was 
referred  a  reaohitioD,  on  the  SSth  dayof  Harcb, 
directing  them  to  inqaire  ioto  tbe  expediency  of 
all  anch  paru  af-  the  several  acts^  providing  for 
the  sates  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States,  as  au- 
tfaorize  I  ersdltOD  any  part  of  t&e  porobase  money 
of  said  landa,  respecirally  submit  ifa«  fcdlovring 

The-pablie  lands  are  now  sold  in  sectiona.  batf 
secliona,  and  quarter  sections]  that  is,  in  lots  of 
six  .htHidre d  and  forty,  three  hundred  and  twenty, 
and  ana  bond  red  and  sixty  sores,  at  not  teas  tbw 
two  dollars  per  aeie,  the  porefaaser  paying  one- 
fburtb  of  .tha  purcbaae  uoa^  before  be  can  pre- 
oOre  aeertificaie  descriptive  of  the  tract  pttrebaMd 
or  be  cooaidered  aaa  pnrchater,  another  feartb 
part  in  two^eart,  another  pad  Id  three  ycar^  and 
tbe-tenraintDg  fourth  part  in  four  years  from  tbe 
lime  of  making  tbe  purchase.  No  intenat  isebaf^ 
ged:  if  tbe  losialaieots  are  pnncttially  ptM  aa tbef 
become  due)  but  in  oasA  of  failure  in  poneinality 
of  pavmenL  intereaC  is  calculated  front  tbe  time 
of  sale,  if  full  and  cointJete  payaent  ia  bM 
made  for  any  tract  in  one  year  after  the  last  ui- 
stalmCDt  has  becotae  due,  suab  tract  ia  to  be  aold 
by  the  register  of  tbe  laud  ofGce,  at  public  vendee^ 
for  a  price  aot  lets  tbaa  the  wholearrears  due  there- 
on, with  tbe  expense  of  sale,  provided  it  willaell  for 
so  moch ;  but  if  it  will  not,  [ken  the  laud  ia  te 
revert  to  the  United  Siaies,  and  the  purcbaaar  ftt- 
'?its  all  he  may  have  paid. 

By  a  roferenca  te  tbe  lepett  of  tb»  Seorctaiy 
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of  tb«  Trafttorr,  nuide  on  the  lOtb  of  E>co<raber 
last,  it  appean  that  the  balance  due  from  pnreba- 
•en  of  midUo  Isodi  in  the  State  of  OUo,  anwant- 
ed,  excIoMTely  of  iotemt,  on  the 

Ist  October,  1803,  to         -        -  81,008,390 
lat  October,  1804,  ta  -         ■■    1,434,812 

IM  Oelober,  1806,  to         -        -    2,091305 

From  tbi*  statement  it  afpean,  that  the  itebt  in 
the  oourM  of  tbe  two  ku  yean  hai  neatlir  doubled, 
and  it  mtut  eemuiiie  to  inercaie,  not  only  in  pco- 
portion  to  the  inereate  of  sales,  but  from  aa  acca- 
molatlAi  of  Arrean  atuiog  from  failnre  in  punc- 
tuality of  pa]rta«nt. 

By  a  letter  and  statement  received  from  ibe 
Secretary  of  the  TreaMry,  and  which  are  here- 
auto  annexed,  and  to  be  coosidered  a*  part  of  this 
report,  it  appear*  thai  there  vbb  due  on  the  lat 
day  of  JanuaiT  UbI,  an  account  of  purchasei 
isade  prior  tti  toe  fir«i  day  of  January,  1801,  up- 
wards of  $2S9,000,  which,  aeaordiflf  to  law,  must 
be  paid  in  theconne  of  the  present  yvn.ortheUnds 
be  ezposad  to  anle.  This  euox,  a«  appears  b?  the 
Srcrelwy's  letter,  ia  due  frttm  three  buodred  aod 
nine  peraon*.  Alihouch  ao  salei  have,  yet  taken 
place,  tlwre  ie  no  doubt  but  come  rouM  be  made, 
or  the  lands  revert  to  the  United  States,  if  ijie 
law  if  rif  idly  executed.  A  yery  large  nropoction 
of  the  dchuri  whoee  laitds  are  thui  to  oe  aold,  or 
10  revert,  inlhe  coprse  of  l&e  prewni  ve«r,areno 
doubt  isbabitanis  of  iW  State  of  Ohio.  It  ap- 
pears doubtful  whether  ander  these  circumitanoes 
an  attcDpi  to  sell  wouU  beutended  with  Buece». 
Judging  from  whftt  hu  happened  in  similar.caies 
in  oihw  Stwea,  a  atroiig  presumption  adMi,  that 
a  MUa  of  the  latds  unnot  be  effected  to  as  to  raiae 
th«  BOttey.  Few  m^  an-  williog  to  iiMur  the 
TceeutuMBt  of  their  Dtighbors  by  biddiag  forthsir 
wopertyu  public  vendue,  even  when  other  ncigh- 
oors  are  the  creditors^  and  when  (he  paUie  is 
eenewned,  Kareely  a  nan  will  be  found  hardy 
enough  to  do  it.  The  lands  will,  therefore,  in 
nuBV  ustaqcet  revsrl  ta  the  Oarernmeat,  epcum- 
boed  bf  the  oeeupukcy  of  a  tenaiit,  who  ought 
to  be  ericted  before  another  sale  should  be  made. 
b  might  he  added,  that  few  suvngars  woald  nut 
the  risk  of  biddingfor  prgpenyatareadue,  when 
the  aailed  interest  of  the  whole  neighborhood 
waa  eppoeed  to  the  sale. 

SbmiU  (his,  •■  eiperieitee,  prove  to  be  the  cate, 
•Bd  lb«  itterease  of  the  number  of  deblors  bear 
aiy  praportion  to  the  inerease  of  debt,  as  ntidcr 
the  tcnplalioB  held  «ut  by  the  present  system  of 
credit  it  no  deubc  will,  there  is  reason  lo  appre- 
hend, thai  in  a  few  years  mere  there  will  be  seri- 
Doe  tmuee  of  alarm,  not  only  on  toeoant  of  the 
debt  duC)  but  even  from  the  lands  which  may  re- 
main niufdd  'n  ''*^  section  of  the  Union,  SlroAg- 
ly  imptCMed  a*  the  committee  are  With  this  opin- 
ion, and  bclieviog,  as  ihey  do,  for  the  reasons  as- 
aign«d  by  the  Seeretary  of  the  Treasury  io  his 
letter  herewith  lufamitted,  that,  in  abolishing  the 
oiedit  given  hy  the  prceent  system,  and  hereafter 
■dling  the  publiolands  for  ready  money  otilf, 
the  aclnal  rcoeipU  into  the  Treasury  from  this 
•ouree  woidd  be  very  lUtle,  if  at  all  redneed,  and 
the  revaaae  of  course  but  little  afieeted,  ihey  feel 


themselvae  covslrained  to  adopt  the  opinion  that 

it  would  be  expedient  loabalisb  thepresent  system. 

In  elm'eBsiDg  this  opinion,  the  Committee  feet 

some  dimdence.     The  pmeal  system  was  adopt- 

^X  ....    «.-....-    J- 1. -I...  —  *....      _..  r_-    L-^    .    -  r     , 


eeded 

very  well  in  its  operation  ;  bnl,  by  the  accumnla- 
tion  of  debts,  the  evils  which  were  dreaded,  now 
begin  to  unfold  themselves,  and  certainly  we«r  an 
pa  pleasant  aspect. 

It  is  not  believed  that  the  pmposed  change  of 
system  will  operate  any  serious  inconvenieaee  to 
penons  whose  circumstances  furnish  them  aay 
prospect  of  beeaming  purchasers.  The  small 
tracts  in  which  the  lands  are  now  offered  for  salt^ 
place  them  in  the  reach  of  every  person  who  emi- 
grates to  that  country  with  a  view  of  purchasing; 
and'UUless  the  price  should  be  gieatly  reduc^, 
moneyed  capitalists  will  aoibe  induced  to  engage 
ti  that  extensive  speealatien  in  lend,  which  some 
years  since  prevaiied  so  generally  in  every  part  of 
the  coODiry,  and  from  which  so  many  mischiefs 
have  resulted. 

The  committee,  on  a  fiill  consideration  of  the 
subject,  are  induced  reipeeifally  to  submit  the 
following  resolution  I 

Swalved,  That  It  is  expedient  to  repeal  all  such 

Griv  of  th«  lam  respectioa  the  seie  of  the  public 
ids,  as  authorize  a  credit  on  any  part  of  the 
purchase  money.  . , 


'TnEAaiiRrDEPABTUBHT,  Jtfar.  28, 1806. 

Sia :  J  had  the  honor  to  reeeire  jrour  letter  of 
yesterday,  requesting  such  information  as  nay  he 
oonneeted  with  th*  propoHtion  to  repeal  so  much 
•f  the  existing  laws  at  authorizes  a  oredit  on  any 
p«rt  of  the  parehate  nuMiey  of  the  public  lands. 

It  wilt  be  aeen  by  recurrence  to  the  report  made 
by  this  Department,  on  the  lOlh  December.  ISOfi, 
(stalemtats  O  and  C,)  that  the  babmee  dne  by 
purehaaers  of  auhlie  UiHis,  in  the  State  of  Ohio, 
amounted,  czulusively  of  interest,  cm  the 

1st  Oetober,  1803,  to  -  •  91,093,390 
inOclober,  1804^  to  -  -  1,434,312 
1st  October,  180$,  to         -        -    3,0M;305 

The  debt  ha*,  theiefore,  been  tncrcaaad  <me 
millioB  of  dollars,  or  nearly  doubled  in  two  yean ; 
and  it  will  every-jrear  be  augmented,  not  only  in 
proportion  to  the  increMe  of  ealm,  bnt  alto  on  ac- 
, count  of  the  aceumnlation  of  arrears  which  maj 
nol  be  puncisally  paid. 

It  also  Bppears,  by  the  eadoeed  ttatement,  that 

esum  due  on  the  1st  of  January  last,  for  poi^ 
chases  made  prior  to.  the  year  1805,  and  which 
oeight  to  have  been  discharged  before  the  end  of  the 
year  1806,  is,  exclusively  of  interest,  9207,400  Si. 
The  interest  due  on  that  sum  it  estJmatad  at  about 
922,[)00  i  the  number  of  penons  by  whom  it  it 
due,  ia. three  hundred  and  nine;  aod  it  it  eeti- 
mated  that  the  snai,  inclndto^  interest,  whichia 
due  by  peraont  who  hare  paid  only  the  first  in- 
stalment,i*   tl66fiOQ 

By  persons  who  hare  paid  tha  two  fitst 

instalments       .       .       .       -       •     tSfifttt 
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Expeditiati  <^Lat{»  attd  dorA;. 


Uaking  for  principal  and  interest,  i 


kbove 


'  $S29,0OO 


Id  btctv  cs«  where  tho«e  aHwrs  will  not  be 
paid  at  the  end  of  five  years  IVom'tbe  4ate  of  the 
purcbaFe,  (wbicb,  for  ttie  above  sum,  will  be  at 
TsriouH  dateti,  but  all  ia  th»  course  of  tbi*  year) 
the  laad  will,  accordiog  to  law,  be  sold  or  rereri 
to  ibeUuited  States;  but  there  is  liiile  dsngefof 
that  contingency  taking  place  is  cases  where  the 


less  injurioas  than  a  contiDoatitu  of  ihs  pteaai 

I  will  only  add,  that  if  credits  shall  net  be  al- 
lowed berearier,semeiDdulgeDce,  in  point  of  lima, 
may  be  ffireo  to, those  former  pnrcnasers,  whose 
laods  wiU  otherwise  be  sold  durisg  the  course  of 
this  year,  on  accounl  of  their  not  luTing  com- 
pleted the  payroeots  within  five  years  of  tbe  time 
of  purchase.  Should  the  present  system  be  coB- 
tiiiued,  a  more  rieid  enforcement  of  (he  law  will 
be  nesessary.    Ihave  the  honor  to  be^  Ae. 

ALBERT.,  GALLATIN. 

Hon.  Andrew  Obboo,  CAftirman,  ^ 


p.;d. 


o  or  three  firs< 


I  have  already  b 


I  feel  no  beEitalion  ih  repeating  the  opinion 
which  was  expressed  (wo  years  agO,  lo  a  commit- 
tee of  the  HouK,  that  rales  for  cash  only  would 
in  every  respect  be  preferable  to  the  present  mode. 

Although  no  symploms  of  that  kind  have  yet 
appeared,  (be  BGCumulation  of  a  debt  of  ^,000,000, 
due  by  more  than  two  thousand  heads  of  families. 
and  wbioh  is  every  day  increasing  in  amount,  ana 
extending  to  a  greater  number  of  persons,' may 
ultimately  create'  in  that  section  of  the  Union  a 
powerful  interest,  hostile  to  ihe'Pederal  Govern- 
meat,  and  nhich  would  endanger  both  the  oat- 
standing  debt  and  the  lands  unsold.  - 

The  revenue  will  not  be  affected  by  the  ohange; 
for,  although  a  less  quantity  of  lands  will  be  sold, 
the  actual  receipts  will  couiiaue  to  be  in  propor- 
tion to  the  existing  means  of  payment;  for  such 
is  the  demand  for  the  public  lands,  that  the  sales 
are  limited  .oti^  hy  tbe  resources  of- the  inhabi- 
tants and  emigrants. 

Nor  is  it  believed  dial  the  meastire  will  ulti- 
mately be  Injurious  to  the' persons  who 'become 
pnrchasers.  Although  some  uiay  thereby  be  pre- 
vented from  purchasing,  the  number  of  actual 
delinquents  shows  that  the  credit  allowed  often 
induces  ibdttiduals  to  make  purchases  beyond 
their  means,  and  not  less  prejudicial  to  themselres 
than  to  the  public.  It  must  also  be  observed,  that, 
(hough  the  nominal  price  on  which  lands  ate  sold 
on  credit,  betwo  dollars  per  acre^  the  cash  price, 
supposing  the  whole  ^yment  to  be  made  at  iba 
time  of  tlie  purcbaBe,-  is  only  (on  accouot  of  the 
discouDtof  eight  per  cent,  a  year  on  (he  three  last 
instaloiCBts,  which  is  allowed  fur  prompt  pay- 
ment,] one  dollar  and  sixiy-four  cents  per  acre. 
A  quarter  section,  containing  one  huadred  and 
•ixiy  acres,  will,  therefore,  cost  only  t*o  handred 
end  sixty-two  dollars  and  forty  cents.  Prior  to 
the  act  which  authoris«d  tbe  sales  of  land  in 
quarter  sections,  do  man  could  become  a  purcha- 
ser, unless  he  paid,  within  three  menths  thereaf- 
ter, three  hundred  and  twenty  dollars  if  he  bad 
purchased  ao  entire  5eeiioD,and  one  hundred  ai  ' 
sixty  dollars,  if  his  purchase  was  for  a-half  sectic 
This  shows  that  under  the  proposed  alteration, 
will  require  only  one  hundred  dollars  mort 
band  to  become  a  purchaser,  than  'was  neeeuary 
under  the  Former  system.  Should,  however,  tliat 
be  considered  as  a  formidable  objection,  I  would 
think  a  moderate  nducdua  of  the  price  of  lands 


EXF£DITION  OP  LEWIS  AND  CLABKE. 

[Commnnicsted  to  Congreaa,  Febmaij  19,  JSOfla] 
To  the  Senate  and  Bavee  of 

Jtepntentative*  of  the  United  3UiIm  : 

In  pursuance  of  a  measure  propMed  to  Con- 
gress by  U'Message  of  January  IStb^onethownnd 
eight  huadred  and  three,  and  sanctioned  fay  their 
approbation  for  oarryiag  it  into  execMion,  Cay- 
tain  Meriwether  Letris7af  the  first  recimcnt  of 
infantrf ,  was  appointed,  with  a'  party  ^  men,  to 
explore  the  river  Missouri^  from  its  moath  lo  ib 
source,  and,  crossing  the  highlands. by  the  ■bmietl 
portage,  to  seek  (he  best  water  commtinieaiiMt 
thence  to  ihe  Paeiflc  oCean,  hod  Lieutenant  Clarke 
Was'appointed  seeond  in  bouimaad.  They  were 
to  enter  into  ednference  with  the  Indian  nations 
on  their  routp,'  with  a'  view  '(o  ihe  eatabliah- 
-raent  of  commerce  with  them.  They  eutcredihe 
Missouri  May  fourteenth, one  thousand  eigjithon- 
di«d  and  four,  and  on  the  first  of  NoTcmtm'  took 
Up  their  winter  quarters  near  the  Haodnn  towns, 
1,609  miles  above  ths  month  of  the  river,  in  hii- 
tude  47°  21'  4?"  north,  and  loBgilode  WP  9V  K/' 
west  from  Oreetwicb.  On  the  eighth  cS.  April, 
bbe  thousand  cFght  hundred  and  five,  they  pro* 
ceeded  up  the  river  in  porsuiraea  of  the  olqcets 
prescribed  ta  them.  A  letter  of  the  ^ireeeding 
day,  April  sevemh,  from  Captain  Lewis,  is  berc- 


saiiri^  according  to  the  courses  aaddistaneei  taken 
on  his  passage  op  it,  corrected  by  fteqaeot  obser- 
vations of  longitude  and  latitude;  and  to  aiM  M 
the  actual  survey  of  this  portfoo  of  the  river,  a 
general  map  of  tbe  country  between  lb«  Mississippi 
and  Pacific,  from  the  ihirty-fborth  to  the  fifty- 
fourth  degrees  of  latitude.  These  addiliotn  «m 
frcm  information  collected  from  Indians  with 
"whom  he  had  opportunities  of  coDnnunicnting, 
dnriog  his  journey  and  residence  "Withttavm-  Co- 
pies oTihis  maparenon' presented  to  both  Houses 
of  Cougre?*.  With  ibese  I  communicate  also  a 
statisiical  view,  procured  and  forwntded  hy  bin, 
of  the  Indian  nations  inhabiting  ths  Territory  of 
Louisians,  and  the  countries  adjacent  to  its  tionh- 
ern  and  wcfliera  borders;  of  their  commerce,  and 
ofother  iateresting  circumstances  respecting  them. 
In  order,  to  render  the  statement  as  complete 
as  may  be,  of  the  ladiana  inhabitiBg  Ufa  cvontry 


dbyGoo^Ie 


1037 


Etepediiien  t^liem*  and  C!arjfc& 


west  of  the  HiuUsippi.IaddDr.' Sibley'i  aceouoc 
of  thoH  laudJDg  ID  and  adjacent  to  the  Territory 
of  Oileaos. 

I  commuDicate  als(^  from  the  sanae  person,  an 
account  of  the  Red  rvTer,  aecofdiDg  to  the  best 
infottDdlioQ  he  had  been  able  (o  collect. 

Having  been  disappoialed,  after  considerable 
prepiiation,  io  the  parpose  of  sending  an  exploring 
partr  op  Ibat  river  in  ibe  Sumoter  ofoDe  tbou- 
saDo  eiKbt  hundred  and  four,  it  was  thought  best 
to  erotilDy  the  Autumn  of  that  year  inprocuriog  a 
knowledge  aS*a  interesliog  hraDch  of  the  riv«r 
called  the  W^hita.  This  was  HnderUken  under 
the  direction  of  Ur.  Dunbar  of  Natchez,  a  citizen 
of  distinguished  scieDCCj  who  had  aided,  and  con- 
tinues to  aid  us,  wiih  his  disinterested  and  valua< 
ble  service*  in  the  prosecution  of  [hese'«Dler prise*. 
Heaacended  iheriverloCheremBikablehotspriiiKs 
near  it,  in  latitude  34°  %'  i"  16,  longitude  00° 
50'  45"  west  from  Gieenwieh,  tailing  it's  courses 
and  diatances,  and  correcting  them  by  frequent 
celestial  obaerfatioos.  Extracts  from  bisoeser- 
vatioas,  and  copies  of  his  map  of  tho  rirer,  from 
its  motilh  to  the  hot  sprioffs,.make  part  of  the  pre- 

Bed  river  ilMlf,  a  bmi  now  commencing. 

TH.  JEFFBRSOr*. 
Fbbruaby  19, 1^06. 


Eltnct  of  a  letter  from  Captain  Metiwether  Letvii,  to. 
tJtB  Preddent  of  the  United  States,  dated 

FottT  Mamdan,  April  7lh,  ^805. 

Dear  Sis  :  Herewith  enclosed  you  will  receive 
an  iovoica  of  certaic  articles,  which  I  have  for- 
varded  to  you  from  this  place.  Among  other 
articles  you  wjll  observe,  by  reference  to  the  iv* 
TtHce,  Sixty'Seven  specimens  of  earths,  salts,  Bod 
minerals,  and  sixty  Specimeos  of  plants;  these  are 
accompanied  by  their  respective  labels,  expiessioc 
the  days  on  which  obtained,  pkces  where  louod, 
and  also  their  virtues  and  properties.  When  known. 
By  meaits  of  these  labeU,  reference  may  be  made 
to  tbe  cbart  of  tbe  Missouri,  forwarded  to  (be  Se- 
cretary of  War,  on  which  (be  encampment  of  each 
day  has  been  carefully  matked  :  thus,  the  places 
at  which  these  specimens  have  been  obtained, 
may  be  easily  poioted  out.  or  again  found,  should 
any  of  tbem  prove  valuable  to  (he  community  on 
further  inTesiigalioB. 

You  will  alui  rec«We  herewith  enclosed,  a  part 
of  Captain  Clarke's  private  journal ;  thiotberpart 
f  oa  will  find  aoclosed  io  a  aeparaie  lio  box.  This 
journal  will  serve  to  give  to  you  tlK  daily  details 
of  oar  progresR  and  transactions. 

I  shall  Mspatch  a  canoe  with  tfaree,  perhaps 
four  persoBS  from  tbe  extreme  navigable  point  of 
tht  Miiwixi,  or  the  portage  between  this  river 
and  the  Columbia  river,  as  either  may  first  hsp- 
peo.  By  the  return  of  this  canoe,  1  shall  send  you 
my  journal,  and  socne  one  or  two  of  the  best  of 
tboae  kept  by  my -men.  I  have  sent  a  jounial 
kept  by  one  of  the  lergeanta,  to  Captain  Stoddard, 
my  agent  at  St.  Loais,  ia  order  as  much  as  pos- 
■ibla  to  multiply  the  cbancea  of  laving  somethinj;. 
We  hara  enootuaged  oni  men  to  keep  jooinab, 


and  seven  of  tbem  do,  to  whom  in  thix  respeci  we 
give  every  BssiatancB  in  our  power. 

I  have  transmitted  to  the  Secretary  at  War, 
every  Information  relative  to  tbe  eeogt-aphy  of  the 
«ouA(rr  wbieh  we  pomess,  together  vitb  a  view 
of  lbs  Indian  nations,  containing  information  ra- 
lative  to  tkem,  on  tbos^  points  with  which  I  eon- 


Indiaa  woman,  wife  to  one  of  the  inierpra 
ters,  and  a  Mandan  man;  whom  we  take  with  a 
view  to  restore  peao«  between  the  Snake  Indians, 
and  those  in  this  neighborhood,  amonotiDgiu  total 
with  ourselves  to  thi^ty-tbree  persona.  By  meaae 
of  the  ititerpreters  and  Indians,  we  shall  be  ena- 
bled to  converse  with  all  the  Indians  that  we  shall 
probably  meet  with  on  tbeiidssouri. 

1  hav*  forwarded  to  the  Secretary  at  War  my 
pnblia  aceounis,' rendered  up  to  the  preseniday. 
They  have  been  much  longer  delayed  than  f  had 
any  idea  they  would  have  been,  when  we  departed 
froin  the  Illinois';  bdt  this  delay,  iioder  the  cir- 
eum^tances  which  I  Waa  compelled' to  act,  has 
bean  unavoidable.  The  provision  peroKoe  and 
her  cKw,  «oald  aot  have  been  dismissed  in  time 
tobave  returned  to  St.  Louis  Ibst  Pall,  without 
evidently',' in  my  opinion,  hazarding  the  fate  of  the 
eoterriTise  in  whiah.lam  tngwed;  an^  I  there- 
fore did  not  besitale  to  prefer  the  eeosure  that  I 
maThavciuuirred  by  ibedetention  of  these  papers 
to  toai  of  risking  in  amy  degree  the  sueecsa  of  the 
dpedition.  To  me,  the  detentioa  of  thcaepapers 
baa  iarmadattnotMsoofeaofdisqniet  and  anxiety, 
and  the  reeollcctioa  .of  ysur  partionlar'  eharjge  to 
me  on  (bis  sirbjeei,  baa  made  it  itill  more  poig- 
aaat.  I  am  fully  aware  of  the  ineonvenieoae 
wkiob  mast  itave  ariaen  to  tbe  War  Department, 
from  the  want  of  tkwe  voneben,  (mvioaa  to  the 
last  session  of  Congress,  but  bow  to  avert  it  was 
out  of  my  |iower  lio  deviw.  - 

Froin  this  place  wc  ibatl  acnd  tbe  barge  and  craw 
early  to-morrow  moroiBg,  With  orden  to  proceed 
as  expeditiously  as  posaible  to-Str  Louis  ;,  by  her 
W0  send  ourdetpatcAei,  whiob  I  trust  will  get  safe 
to  band.  Her  ^kw  condsts  of  ten  able-bodied 
met),  well  armed. and  provided  with  a  sufficient 
stock  of  (irovision  to  last  them  to  Si.  Louis.  I 
liave  but  little  doubt  but. they  will  be  fired  on  by 
the  dioux  i  but  tl)ey.bave  pledKod  themselves  to 
UB  that  they  will  nut  yield  while  theie  is  a  mkn 
of  them  living.  Out  baggage  ia  all  embarked  on 
board  six  small  obbocs,  and  .two  perogues;  we 
shall  set  out  at  the  same  moment  that  we  desi&tch 
the  barge.  One,  or  perhaps  both  of  these  peio- 
gues,  we  shall  leave  at  the  falls  of  the  Missouri, 
from  whence  we  intend  continuing  our  voyage  in 
the  canoes,  and  a  perogue  of  skins,  the  frame  of 
whifth  was  prepared  at  Harper's  ferry.  This  pe- 
rogue is  now  in  a  utuation  which  will  enable  us 
to  prepare  it  in  the  course  of  a  few  hours.  A* 
our  vessels  are  now  small,  and  the  current  of  the 
river  much  more  moderate,  we  i^ilculaie  upon 
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traTeiltnc  at  the  T«t«  of  twenty  or  tweoiy-five  mile* 
pel  day,  as  far  u  the  rails  of  tbe  Missouri.  Be- 
yond litis  poiiii,ortbefirsiraDeeorRDcky  Moun- 
tains, situated  about  oae  huuared  miles  furtber, 
•ny  calculation  qiih  letpect  to  our  daily  profiess, 
«an  be  little  more  tbae  bsre  ti'xijeclure,  Tbe  cir- 
cumstance of  the  Snake  ladians  posscssiDg  large 
quantities  of  borsei,  is  much  in  our  favor,  ss  by 
means  of  horses  (he  traBeportation  of  our.  baggage 
will  be  raodered  easf.aDtl  expeditious  over  land. 
from  the  Miswuri  to  the  Columbia  river.  Shouio 
tkiv  river  001  prove  Bavigftble  where  we  first  meet 
with  it,  our  preMDl  intention  it,  to  continue  pur 
march  by  jand  down  the  river,  until  it  beeamea  so, 
or  to  (be  Pacific  ocean.  The  map  which  has  been 
forwarded  to  tbe  Secretary  ef  War,  will  give  you 
tl^e  idea  w.e  entertain  of  the  coonezion  of'  these 
tiverj,  which  has  been  formed  from  the  correa- 

Kndiog  testiiBODy  ofa  number  of  Indians,  who 
ve  visited  that  country, and  who  have  been  se- 
parately and  carefully  esamiiHd  on' that  subject, 
and  we  there/ore  think  it  entitled  to  some  degree 
ofuoafidence.  Since  our  arrival  at  this  place,  we 
have  subsisted  piiocipalty  on  meat,'wiui  whi''' 
our  guns  have  supplied  us  amply,  and  have  tl 
been  enabled  to  ^serve.  the  parchad  meal,  poria- 
ble  soup,  and  a  contideiaUe  proportion  of  pork 
■nd  flour,  which  we  had  intended  for  th«  more 
difficult  parts  of  Qur  voyage.  If  Indian  igforma- 
tioit  can  be'crediied.  the  vast  quantiij  of  game 
with  which  the  qpuntiy  abouuda- through  which 
we  are  ta  paaa,  leaVc4  us  but  little  to  apprehend 
from  tkfl  waut  ^f  food. 

We  do  aol  calculate  on  compleiiag  o«t  Toyage 
within  the  present  year,  but  ezpeol.to  reach  tbe 
Pacific  ocean,  and  reiarn  as  far  a«  the  bead  of  the 
Uisaonrl,  or  perlMpa  to  this  place,  bafor*  Winter. 
You  may  therefore  expect  me  tO'ineet  yoir  >t 
H6ataebello'iji.Bepteinfa«r,  1806.  Ob  oar  return 
we  shall  probably  mm  down  tbe  Yellow  8tc»e 
rivet,  which,  from  iDdian  iafornuitioa,  watarsaite 
of  the  faireat  portioiw  of  this  oontiuent. 

I  can  see  no  material  or  probable  obatnretlon  to 
our  progress,  and  entertain,  therefore,  the  nioil 
aansainefaoperof  eomptetejueceeM.  As  to  my- 
aelfj^  individually,  I  never  eoioyed  a  more  perfect 
•tata  of  good  health  than  I  bare  since  we  oom- 
•meuited  oar  royo^.  My  tnestioiabte  friend  and 
eompanioii,  Cantam  (^rie,  has  also  enjoyed  good 
health  gepiralty.  At  this  mom«M  every  Indi- 
vidnal  M  the  party  is  in  good  health  and  ncellenv 
spirits,  tcaloDsly  attached'  to  the  enterprise,  and 
anxious  to  proceed;  not  a  whisper  of  discontent  or 
nurmur  is  to  be  heard  .among  thnn ;  but  all  in 
nnisoD  act  with  the'ttott  perieet  harmony.  With 
each  men  I  have  erciything  to  hope,  end  but  lit- 
tle to  fear. 

Be  so  good  as  to  present  my  meat  alfeclionate 
regard  to  all  my  friends,  and  be  assured  of  the 
sincere  and  unalterable  attachment  of, 
Your  most  obedient  aerraal, 

MERIWETHER  LEWfS, 
Ci^ain  \tt  V.  S.  Seg't  ofb^mtry. 
Th.  JEFrEHaoM, 

Pruident  V.  S. 


X  STATISTICAL  VIEW 
or  the  ladiui  Nations  inbabtahsglbaTanMoiy  of  Lsa- 
*  ina  and  the  countries  adjacent  to  its  auilhem  tad 


EXPLAXATOBV  REFCRENCEfl. 

A.  The  names  of  the  Indian  nations  as  tUDally 
id  pranoanced  in  the  English  lan^oa^ 

B.  Primitive  Indian  names' of  nations  ana  tubes, 
English  orthography,  the  syllables  producing 
the  lounds  by  which  the  Indians  themselra 
express  the  names  of  Iheir  respective  nations. 
.  Nick-Dame*,  or  those  which  have  geoemlly 
obtained  smong  tbe  Canadian  tiadera. 

D.  The  language  they  speak.  'If  primitive,  nMrk- 
ed  with  a  *.  Otherwise,  derived  from,  and  ap- 
proximating to  the. 

B.  Kumber  of  villages. 

F.  Number  of  tents  or  ledges  of  the  roving  bands. 

G.  Number  of  warriors. 
H.  Theprobable  number  of  souls. 
I.   Tbe  rivers  on  which  they  rove,  or  on  which 

their  villages  are  si  I  ua  ted, 

J.  The  names  of  the'  naiio'ns  or  companies  with 
whom  they  mfeinlain  their  principal  commerce 
or  traffic. 

K.  The  place  at  which  their  principal  commerce 
or  (rafiic  is  usually  carried  on. 

L.  The  amount  ot  merchandise  necessaty  (dt 
their  annual  cbnsamptian,  estimated  in  dollars 

-    at  tbe  St.  Louis,  prices.  ■ 

M.  The  estimated  amount  in  doQars  of  (heir  aa- 
Dual  teturus,  at  the  St..  Louis  prices. 

N.'The  species  of  peliriex,  fursiaod  otherarticles 
Which' they  annually  supply  or  furnish. 

O.  The  species  of  peltries,  furs,  and  other  articles 
which  the  uaiural  productions  of  their  coaatry 
would  enable  them  10  f\irnish,  provided  proper 
epcotirngement  was  trivCn  ,tbem. 

P.  The  places  at  whicb  it  would  be  motnally  ad- 
vantageous (o  form  the  principal  estaUishments, 
in  order  to  subply  the  several  Indian  natioiis 
with  merchandise. 

a.  The  na'mes  of  the  Indian  natioua  with  whom 
ih^  are  at  war. 

K.  The  names  of  the  Indian  natrons  with  whom 
they  maidtain  a  friendly  alliauce,  or  with  whan 
they  are  united  by  intercourse  or  marriage. 

8.  M ISC rtlaneou*  remarks. 

NOTATIONS. 

-  over  a  deaoie*  that  a  sounds  as  in  oa^it 
UiMght,  &e. 

*  over  a  denotes  that  it  sotiads  as  in  part, 
darl,  &c. 

a  wilhont  notation,  haa  its  primitve  sound,  as 
in  ray.  Aoy,  dbc.,  except  only  when  it  ia  fol- 
lowed by  r  or  w,  in  which  case  it  saands  aa  1. 

'  aet  underneath,  denote*  a  small  paoK,  the 
word  being  divided  by  it  uito  two  patta. 

Tbe  Indian  Teadb.— The  suaastUled  WBder 
and  opposite  "L."  ate  tbe  amounts  of  merebaa- 
dise  aoDually  furnished  the  several  netiona  of  Ii- 
diana,  includia^  all  incidenlal  expenses  of  traaa- 
portation,  Ac,  ineurred  by  tbe  merchants,  which 
generally  averages  abont  cme-ihird  ctf  the  whale 
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BxpeMian  tf  Lewi*  and  OoHk. 


'mmoflot.  The  merohBDiKie  u  estimtted  ai  Kn  ad- 
TSBce  of  ohe  hundred  aitd  twcDif-fiTe  pet  ceat. 
OD  ib«  Merting  coat.  It  appears  to  in«  tbat  the 
uaonot  of  merchHiidise  which  the  iD^iaoi  have 
beea  rn  tbe  ha1>ttorTeeeiriT^Dniiailr,'iR  ihe  b«9t 
standard  bf  which  to  rirfiilale  the  qnsnttdei  nrtea- 
MTj  foT  them  in  the  MM  initaDce~-ther  will  al- 
ways coDsame  at  mach  merchandiie  at  the; -can 
Kjr  for — aod  tboie  with  whoB  a  regular  trade 
s  been  carried  on  haTe  generally  lecetTed  that 
quantity. 

The  amoani  of  their  tetnma  ttmled  uadei  and 
oppoiite  the  amouDt  "M."  are  etiimated  by  the 
peltry  ttaadard  of  Si.  Loait,  which  it  forty  ceots 
per  pound  for  deer-skins ;  i.  e.,  all  furs  and  pel- 
tries are  Gist  reduced  by  (heir  o«uparattTe  value 
to  pounds  of  merehaaiable  deer-*k)Bs,  which, are 
then  eatinuted  at  forty  canta  pa  ponod. 

These  esuUithmentt  are  not  mefitloned  as  be- 
ing thogght  important,  at  prwcnt,  in  a  QoTern- 
mental  pwnt  of  viaw. 

A.  Grand  Oatea. 

B.  Bb-bltt-cha. 

C.  Grand  Zo. 


G.  1,200. 

H.  6,000. 

I.  At  the  thr««  forka  of  tbe  Arkuaai  river,  and 

[hty  teaguea  up  the  Otage  rirar  on  the  iomh 


eigbi 
aide. 
J.  Merchants  of  SL  Loaia. 

E.  At  their  TiUage*. 
L.  15,00a 
M.  30^. 
N.  Principally  skins  of  the.  siBal)  de«r,  U««k 

bear,  aooie  beaver,  and  a  few  oiiera  and  raecoona. 
O.  Small  deer-akina,  Uaek  bear,  and  a  nveh 
larger  propoftioit  of  baarer,  otter,  raacoon,  and 
moakrat. 

F.  AboHl  the  lht«c  foriu  of.  tbe  Atkaaiat  river, 
alx  hundred  mile*  Aomitajunolkn  with  the  Mh- 
aitaippi. 

^  With  all  their  lodiaa  aelghbora,  exeept  the 
Little  Ouwe,  until  the  United  States  took  pos- 
aeaaion  of  Louisiana. 

R.  With  the  Little  Osa^  ontv. 

S.  Claim  tbe  country  within  tne following  lim- 
its, viz :  comroeaciog  at  tbe  mautb  of  a  south 
branch  of  the  Oaage  rirer,  called  Neaneua,tni 
with  the  tame  to  its  source,  thence  toailiwardly 
to  intersect  the  Arkansas  about  one  hundred  miles 
below  the  three  forks  of  that  rirer ;  thence  up  tbe 
principal  branch  of  the  same,  to  tbe  confloence  of 
a  large  northwardly  branch  of  the  same,  lying  a 
cODiiaerable  distaoee  wett  of  the  Great  Saline, 
and  with  tbat  Kiream  neaijy  to  its  source ;  thence 
northwatdly  towards  lheKin»asriTer,embraciog 
the  waters  of  tbe  upper  portion  of  the  Otagi  "' — 

and  thence  qMiqo*ly  apprOacbinp  the  same 

beginning.  The  climate  is  deligotM,  and  the  soil 
fertile  in  the  extreme.  The  face  of  the  coontry  it 
generally  levd  end  well  watered;  the  eastern  part 
at  the  country  is  cnwed  With  a  variety  of  exeel- 


leni  timber ;  the  western  and  middle  country  high 
prairies.  It  etabrac«s  within  its  limits  foar  salines 
which  are,  in  point  of  magtutnde  and  excellence, 
unequalled  by  any  known  in  North  America — 
there  are  also  many  othets  of  lest  note.  Th« 
principal  part  of  the  Great  Osage  have  always 
resided  at  their  villages,  on  the  Osage  river,  since 
they  bare  been  known  to  the  inhabitants  of  Loui*- 
iana.  About  three  years  since,  nearly  one-half  of 
lis  nation,  headed  by  their  chief.  The  Big  TVad^ 
nigraied  to  the  three  forks  of  the  Arkansas,  near 
hich.  and  on  its  north  side,  they  established  a 
village,  where  they  now  reside,  The  Little  Osa^ 
formerly  resided  on  tbe  southwest  side  of  the  Mu- 
Auri,  near  the  month  of  Grand  river ;  but  being 
educed  by  continual  warfare.wilh  their  neigh- 
bors, were  compelled  to  seek  the  protection  of  the 
Great  0>age,Dear  whom  they  now  reside.  There 
is  no  doubt  but  their  trade  will  increase.  Tbay 
could  furnish  a  much  larger  quantity  of  bearer 
than  they  do.  [.  chink  two  villages  on  tbe  Osage 
rirer  might  be  prevailed  on  to  move  to  the  Arkan- 
sas, and  the  Kansas,  higher  up  tbe  Missouri,  and 
thus  leave  a  sufficient  scope  of  country  for  the 
Shawnees,  Dillewars,  Miames,  and  Kickapoot. 
The  Osaget  cultivate  oorn,  beans,  ftc. 

A.  Llide  OiAge. 

B.  Ood'-zli-tAn. 

C.  Petit  Zo. 

D.  Osige. 

E.  One. 
F. 

G.  300. 
H.  1,300. 

I.  Near  the  Great  Oiafes. 
J.  MwohaoM.of  St.  Looit. 
E.  At  their  villaga. 
L.  5.000. 
M.  8,000. 
N.  The  tam«  «a  the  Great  Osagea. 

This  same  aa  the  Oraal  Oaogei. 


Great  Oam. 
R.  With  the  Great  Oaage  only. 
B.  B(«  page  IHl,  S. 

A.  Kanzas. 

B.  Kar'-sa. 

C.  K&h. 

D.  Os&ge. 

E.  One. 
■p. 

G.  300. 

H.  1,300. 

T.  Eighty  leagues  up  tbe  Ranzaa  rirer,  on  tbe 
north  side. 

J.  Merchants  of  St.  Louis. 

E.  On  the  Missouri  above  the  mouth  of  the 
Eshzaji  rtver,  not  itacionsry,  and  at  their  village. 

L.  S,O0O. 

M.  8^000. 

N.  The  same  ar  tbeOsag^  with  buffalo  grease 
and  r«bes. 
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0.  The  same  u  the  Osage. 

P.  Od  the  north  side  of  uie  Eanzas  river, 
bluff  one  and  S  half  miles  from  ib  coDfluence 
with  the  Missouri. 

A.  With  all  natioDS  within  their  reach. 

R.  Tbey  are  lometimes  st  peace  with  the  Ot- 
loea  and  MissouriB,  with  wham  ihejr  are  partially 
iatenna  Fried. 

S.  The  limitl  ot  (be  country  ibey  claim  i: 
known.  The  country  in  which  they  reside,  and 
from  tbenee  to  the  Misaotrd,  is  a  deligblful  one, 
and  generally  well  watered  and  catered  with  ex- 
cellent timher.  They  hunt  on  the  upper  pari  of 
Kansas  and  Arkanzaa  rivers.    Their  trade 


(requeoily  plunder  their  traders,  and  conmul  dep-. 
redaiions  on  persons  aseeading  and  descendiD|[ 
the  Missouri  iiver;  population  rather  increasins. 
These  people,  as  welf  as  the  Great  and  Little 
Osajte3.are  stationary,  at  their  villages,  from  about 
Ibe  tSth  of  March  lo  the  15ih  of  May,  aod  again 
from  the  I5lh  of  August  to  the  15th  of  October; 
the  balance  of  the  year  is  appropriated  to  hunt- 
ing.   They  caltivate  corn,  &c. 

A.  Otioes. 

B.  WU-doki-i&h-tUi. 

C.  La  ZAto, 

D.  Missouri. 

E.  Ottoesaod  Misaonris,  one. 
P.  ' 

Q.  120. 

H.  600. 

I.  South  side  of  the  river  Platte,  fifteen  leagues 
fivm  its  mouth. 

J.  Merchants  of  St.  Lonts. 

K.  Oa  the  Missouri,  below  Ibe  river  Platte 
not  stationary,  and  at  their  villages. 

L.  4,00(^  inclodiog  the  Missouris. 

M.  8,000,  including  the  Missouris. 

N.  Prlneipatly  deer  ekins,  blaek  baar,  a  greater 
propariioD  of  beaver  than  the'  Oia^,  some  otter 


O.  SkioB  of  the  dear,  black  bear,  beaver,  otter, 
raceooD,  mtiskratSj  and  wolves,  budklo  robes,  tal- 
low and  grease,  be&rs'  oil,  deer  and  elk  IbUow,  elk 
■kins  dressed  and  Id  parcbtnent,  all  in  much  lar- 
ger quantities  than  thty  do  at  presenL 

P.  The  Council  Bla^  on  the  southwest  side  of 
the  Missouri,  fifty  miles  above  the  mouth  of  the 
river  Plane. 

Q.  With  the  Hahas,  Poo'cftrs,  Sioux,  the  Qreal 
Kod  Little  Otage,  EanzBB,  and  Loups. 

R.  Wkh  the  Panis  proper,  Baukees  and  Re- 
lurs. 

S.  They  have  no  idea  of  an  exclusive  pocses- 
sion  of  any  couairy,  nor  do  they  auign  themselves 
any  limits.  1  do  not  believe  that  they  would  ob- 
ject Id  the  ioirodnctioa  of  *ny  well-disposed 
Indians.  Tbey  treat  the  traders  wiih  respect 
and  hospitality,  genera  11  y.  In  their  occupations 
of  hunting  sod  culiivatioa,  ihey  are  the  same 
with  the  Kanzas  and  Asage.  They  hunt  on  the 
Saline,  Nimmehaw  rivers,  and  west  of  theia, 
in  tk«  plains.    The  country  in  which  they  bant 


lies  well ;  it  js  eztrenielr  fertila  and  well  walercd}' 
thai  part  of  ii  which  borders  oa  the  Nimmehaw 
and  Missouri  poasetsas  a. pood  porikm  of  timbet; 
population  rather  incrHsing.  They  have  always 
resided  near  the  plaee  iheir  village  is  liinalM, 
and  are  the  deaoendants  of  the  Minourii. 

A.  Missouri  a. 

B.  New'-dar-cha. 

C.  Hissonri. 

D.  * 

E.  See  page  1043,  E. 
F. 

Q.  80. 

H.  800. 

I.  With  the  Olloea. 

J.  Merchants  of  St.  Lonis. 

K.  Same  as  Ottoes  see  page  1043,  K/ 

L.  See  page  1048,  L. 

M.  See  page  1043.  M. 

N.  Same  as  the  Ottoes,  page  1043^  N. 

0.  Same  as  the  Otioes,  page  1043, 0. 

P.  The  Council  Bluff,  on  ifae  southwest  side  ot 
the  Missouri,  fif^y  miles  above  the  month  of  the 
river  Platte. 

Q.  With  the  Mahas,  Poncars,  Sioux,  the  Gieai 
and  Litile  Osage,  Kanzas,  and  Loups. 

R.  With  the  Panit  proper,  Saokees  and  R«- 

S.  These  are  the  remnant  of  the  mmt  namer- 
oos  nation  iohabfiing  the  Mbsenii,  when  Brat 
known  to  the  French.  Tbeir  anoient  4nd  prin- 
cipal village  was  situated  in  an  extensive  and 
fertile  plain  on  the  north  bank  of  the  Missouri, 
just  below  the  entrance  of  the  Qrand  river.  Re- 
peated aiiscks  of  the  small-pox,  loceifaer  wiib 
their  war  with  the  Saukeea  And  Reaars,  has 
reduced  ibem  to  ibbir  nreseot  state  of  dependence 
OD  the  Otioes,  with  wbotn  they  reside,  as  wril  in 
tbrir  village  as  on  Iheir  bunting  ezcarsiona.  The 
Ottoes  view  them  as  inferiors,  and  sometimes  treat 
them  amiss.  These  people  are  the  real  proprie- 
tors of  an  extensive  and  fertile  connirv  lyiiu  on 
the  Missouri,  above  their  ancient  vitlige  for  a 
eoDsiderable  distance,  and  as  low  as  the  montb  of 
the  Osage  river,  and  ihence  to  the  Hisaissippi. 

A.  F&nias  proper. 

B.  PA-nee. 

0.  arand  Par. 

D.  • 

E.  One. 
F. 

0.  400 

■  H.  1,600. 

1.  South  side  of  the  river  Platt^,  thirty  league* 
from  its  montb. 

J.  Mercbaalsof  St.  Louis. 

K.  On  tbe  Missouri,  below  the  river  Platte,  not 
stationary,  and  at  their  village. 

L.  6,400,  iacludiog  the  Fanias  Republican. 

M.  10,000,  including  the  Paoias  RepablicBo. 

N.  Fine  beaver  priooipally,  a  eonsiderable  pro- 
portion of  beavo-,  some  robes  and  a  bw  taccooas. 

0.  Skiiw  of  the  beaver,  oUer,  laccoon,  miuk- 
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Hiv  BDd  wolres,  bafialo  robes,  tallow  and  grMse, 
elk  skiDs  and  greaw,  also  a  aamber  of  horses. 

P.  The  Couneil  Bluff,  oa  the  southwest  side  of 
the  Missouri,  Gf(y  miles  above  the  moaiti  of  the 
river  Platte. 

^  With  the  Psnia-piitie,  Great  an^  Little 
Osage,  KansBk,  La  Play,  Bioux,  Ricaras,  sod 
Paduoas. 

R.  With  the  Loups,  Mahaa,  Poncars.  Ottoes, 
Missotiris,  and  Afauwais. 

S.  With  respeet  to  their  idea  of  the  possession 
of  soil,  it  is  similar  to  that  of  the  Otioes ;  tbey 
hunt  oil  the  »(inth  side  of  the  river  Plane,  Iiigher 
up  sod  on  the  head  of  ihe  Kansas.  A  great  pro- 
portion of  (his  eonntry  is  open  plmina.  interspersed, 
aowever,  with  groves  of  timber,  wniehare  most 
gcaerally  found  in  the  vicinity  of  (he  wSier  cour- 
ses. I(  Is  generally  fertile  and  well  watered ; 
lies  level,  and  free  of  atone.  T hej^  have  resided 
in  the  couniry  which  they  now  inhabit,  since 
they  were  known  to  (he  whites.  Their  trade  is 
a  valuable  one,  from  the  large  proportioB  of  beaver 
and  otter  which  tbey  furnish,  nnd  tt  maf  be  ex- 
pected yet  to' increase,  aa  those  animals  are  still 
abundant  in  their  eonntry,'  The  periods  of  their 
residence  at  their  village  and,  hunting,  are  simi- 
lar to  the  Kansas  and  Osage:).  Their  population 
is'incTessing.  Tbey  are  friendly  and  hospitable 
to  all  while  persons;  pay  gretal  respect -and  de&r- 
ence  to  thvir  traders,  with  wbom  they  are  paae- 
tual  ID  the  pqymenf  of  their  debts.  They  are,  in 
all  respects,  t  friend^,  Well  disposed  people. 
They  entlivaie  com,  beans,  melons,  Ac.   ' 

A.  Futias  RepoUican. 

B.  Ar-r*b'-p&-ho6. ' 

C.  RepUWie. 

D.  Panic 

E.  Paniat  proper  and  FUiaa  Republtoan  live 
in  the  same  village. 

P. 

O.  300. 

H.  1.400. 

\.  Withthe  Paniaspropei. 

J.  Merchants  of  St.  Laais. 

K.  Seepage  1044  K. 

L.  See  page  1D44  L. 

M.  Bee  page  1044  M.  ' 

N.  See  page  1044  N.    - 

O.  Bee  page  1044  O. 

P.  Seepage  1H4  P.  '  ' 

Q:  See  page  1044  Q.- 

R.  See  pase  H)44  R. 

S.  Are  s  branch  of  the  Panin  propiw,  or,  «s 
th^y  are  frequently  termed,  the  Bi^  PavuA. 
AboQt  lea  years  sitice  they  wiihdrew  themselves 
from  the  mother  nation,  and  established  a  villai^e 
on  a  large  northwardly  branch  of  the  Kiozas,  ic 
wbieh  tbey  have  ^iven  name.  They  afterwird) 
subdivided,  and  lived  in  diflerent  parts  oftfae 
cuunirv  on  the  waters  of  the  Kancas  river,  but 
being  hersssed  hj  their  turbulent  neighbors,  the 
Eanzas,  thev  rejoined  the  Panias  proper  last 
Spring.  Wnat  has  been  said  with  rexpect  to  the 
Panias  proper  is  applicaUe  te  ibeae  people;  except 
that  they  nnnt  pnnoipally  oa  the  Republican 


A.  Panias  Loups,  (oi  Wolves.) 

B.  Skee'-e-ree. 

C.  La  Loup. 

D.  Pania. 

E.  One. 
P. 

a.  aea 

H.  1,000. 

1.  On  the  Bonheaat  side  of  tha  Wolf  liver, 
branch  of  the  river  Platte,  thirty-dx  leagaeifrma 
ill  motilh. 

J.  Merchant*  of  St.  Louis. 

K.  At  the  village  of  the  Puits. 

L.  3',400. 

M.  3,500. 

N.  See  page  1044  N.    . 
.    O.  See  page  1044O. 

P.  See  paa«  1045  P. 

Q.  WitbPsnia-pjcqiWiOieataidLiltleOsage, 
Kansas,  1^9  Plays,  Sionx,  Ricaras,  Uahas,  Poa- 
car*,  Ottoes,  and  Misaouria. 

R.  Panias  proper,  asd  Panias  Republican. 

B.  Theseare  also  •  branek  of  the  Panias  prop- 
er, who  aeparvied  themselves  from-  that  nation 
many  years  vinee,  and  established  tbetilsdvet  on 
anoTtb  branch  of  the  river  PUKb,  towhtcii  their 
name  was  also  given.  These  people  have  like- 
wiM  ao-idea  of  an  excloaive  ri^t  to  any  portion 
of  country.  They  hunt  en  the  Wolf  river  above 
their  villare,  and  on  the  river  Platte  above. the 
mouth  of  that  river.  This  contitav  is  very  simi- 
lar to  that  of  the  Panias  proper,  though. then  is 
an  extensive  body  of  fertile,  well-tittibered  land 
between  the  Wolf  river  belojv  their  village,  «nd 
the  river  Corn  de  Cerf,  or  Elkhom  river.  They 
cultivate  corn,  beans,  &a.  The  particular*  rela- 
ted of  the  other  Panias  is  also  applicable  te  tkem. 
They  are  seldom  visited  by  any  trader,  a»d  there- 
fore asually  bring  their  fun  and  peltry  to  ihe  vil- 
lage of  the  Panias  pnq>er,  wbere  Uiay  trade  with 
the  whites. 

A.  Mfthfts. 

B.  O'-mi'-hft. 

C.  La  Mar. 

D.  Osage,  with  digereot  accent;  sons  word* 
peculiar  to  themselves. 

E. 

P.  60. 

a.  160. 

H.  600: 

I.  Thfr  river  O^iourre  mad  the  head'  of  tbe 
Wolf  river. 

J.  Merchant*  of  St.  Louis. 

K.  At  tbeircM  village,  though Do.tr«dalatteriy. 

L.  4,000,  including  t^e  Pon'c&rs. 

M.  T,000,  inelading  the  Poa'uftrs. 

N.  See  page  1044,74. 

O,  The  same  as  the  Ot(oft9  and  Missouris,  witk 
the  addition  of  the  skins  of  the  Missouri  ante- 
lope, (called  cabri'  by  the  inhabitants  of  theilli- 
noM.) 

P.  See  page  IM^  P. 
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Otloes,  MJssouris,  aad  ail  the  Sioux,  except' t 
Yankton  AhoA. 

R.  Wltb  the  Paaias  ptopet,  Paoias  Repnbli- 
cam,  Yanktons  Ahna,  Saukeet,  Renan,  and 
Ayouwais. 

S.  Thev  hare  no  idea  of  exclusive  poaseuion 
of  mil.  About  ten  years  since,  ihey  boasled  700 
wanioTs.  They  have  lived  id  a  village,  on  the 
weal  bank  of  tbe  Missouri,  236  miles  above  the 
month  of  the  river  Flaiie,  where  they  cultivated 
«oni,  beans,  and  meloDs:  they  wete  warlike,  and 
ttie  tenor  of  their  neighbors.  Ln  tbe  summer  and 
autumn  of  1802,  they  were  visited  by  the  small- 

Gx,  which  reduced  their  nnmben  to  ■ometbing 
a  tbsD  300 ;  ihay  barnt  their  village,  aad  have 
become  a  wandering  nation,  deserted  by  tbe  trad- 
ers, and  the  consei^ueat  deficiency  of  arms  aad 
ammnnitioD,  haa  invited  frequent  BEgresaioDs 
from  their  neighbors,  which  uve  tended  to  re-' 
ducethem  sliU  further.  Tbey  rove  principally 
on  the  waters  of  the  river .Q,uieBrre.  or  Rapid 
river.  Tbe  country  is  genardly  level,  high,  and 
open :  it  is  fertile,  and  tolerably  well  watered. 
Tbey  mi^t  eaaily  be  induced  to  become  station- 
ary; ibey  are  well  disposed  towarSs  the  whites, 
%bA  are  good  kunters :  tkut  eoonlty  abotrads  in 
beaver  and  otiee,  and  their  trade  will  inereaae 
-and  beeoB*  valmble,  provided  tbey  become  ita- 
tionary,  and  areat  peace. .  TheTetonsBeisbrAic^ 
killed  and  took  about  80  of  ttaieai  last  auminer. 

A-  P«n^(»&fi. 
B.  P<Miig-c4rv 
G.  >La  Pong. 
D.  MftU. 


0.  M. 

M.  aoo. 

1.  with  tbe  Mabas. 

J.   Herehaaii  «(  St  Loue. 

K.  He  place  of  trade  lattnly. 

L.  See  page  1046,  L. 

M.  See  page  lOW,  U. 

N-  See  page  lOU,  N. 

O.  See  page  1016,  O. 

P.  See  page  1045,  P- 

O:  Sm  pag«  IM?,  Q. 

B.  See  page  1047,  R. 

S.-The  remnant  of  a  nation  onee  respectable 
in  point  of  numbers.  T he v  formerly  resided  On  a 
branch  of  tbe  Red  river  ot  lake  Wmnipter  bein^ 
opprei»ed  by  the  Sioux,  th^  removed  to  ibe 
west  aide  of  [ha  Misaotui,  on  Penear  river,  where 
tbey  built  and  forli&ed  a  villege,  and  remained 


wara,  they  have  joined,  aad  now  reside  with  tbe 
Uahas,  whose  langaage  they  apeak. 

A.  Rie'ftrJto. 

B.  Siftr-rfth'be\ 

C.  LaRee. 

D.  Peuia,  wiih  a  difierent  accent,  and  a  aum- 
ber  of  worda  peculiar  to  thuaenltaa. 


t  aide  of  tbe  Miaiouci,  1,440 


E.  Three. 

P. 

Q.  500. 

H.  2,000. 

I.   On  the  southw 
miles  from  ita  mouth. 

J.  Mercbanta.of  St.  Lqdls. 

K.  At  their  villages. 

U  2,500. 

M.  6,000. 

N.  Buffalo  rohca  principally,  a  amall  qnanliiy 
of  heaver,  SBull  foxes  and  grease. 

0.  Bo&lo  robes.  taHow  and  greaae,  akina  «f 
beaver,  small  and  targe  foxea,  wolvea,  antelopes 
and  ellc  in  great  abundance:  also  otter,  deer  and 
grizzly  bears. 

P.  About  the  mouttt  of  the  river  Chyanne.  on 
(be  Miuouxi,  «r  at  tbe  mouth  of  tbe  Yellow 
Sloae  Rivet. 

Q.  With  ibe  Crow  Indiana,  Snake  Indiaoa, 
Panias  Loups,  Aieinniboin^  NeniMen,  f '"^  la 
Plays,  aad  Paunch  Indians. 

R.  Chy^aes,  Wetepahstoes,  EUawas,  Kanena- 
vieh,  Siaelaa,  CaKako,  Poiame,  Castabaaas, 
Mandans,  Ab-wah-hawaya,  Minetares,  and  pat- 
tially  with  the  Sioux. 

8.  At*  reiiiatns  of  ten  large  tribe*  of  Paniaa 
who  have  been  reduced,  by  the  sm^l-pox  aaa 
tlK  Sioux,  to  their  present  number.  Tney  live 
in  fortified  villiUKB,aQdliuntiiiimediatelyin  ibcit 
aeigbdrhood.  Tne  country  around  them,  ineveiy 
direction,  for  several  hundiqd  miles,  is  entirely 
bare  of  umber,  except  on  the  water  coorsaaad 
steep  declivities  of  bills,  where  it  is  sheltered  Jroin 
the  ravages  of  fire.  The  land  is  tolenUv  well 
watered,  and  ties  well  /or  cultivatioa.  The  re- 
mains of  the  villages  of  these  people  are  to  be 
seen  on  many  parts  of  the  Hisaauri,  fnm  tlw 
mouth  of  Tetone  river  to  the  Mandans.  Th^ 
claim  no  land  except  that  on  wltich  dkeir  viUu»i 
stand,  and  the  field  which  they  cultivate.  Thit 
Tetons  claim  the  country  aroimd  them.  Thou^ 
Ihev  are  ibe  oldest  inhabitants,  ihey  may  pro- 
perly be  considered  the  farmers  or  teoania  at  wiU  of 
that  lawless,  savage,  and  ranaciaus  raee  tbf  Sioux 
Teton,  who  rob  tbcm  of  tbeir  horse%  idauder  that 
gardens  and  fields,  aud  surnames  mnrder  tbcaa. 
without  opposition.  If  tbe^e  people  were  freed 
from  tbe  oppression  of  the  Tetons,  their  trade 
would  increase  rapiiliy,  andcaight  be  exusde^  toa 
considerable  amount.  Tbey  maintain  a  partial 
trade  with  their  oppressgrs,  tbe  Teiona,  to  wkom 
they  barter  horses,  mules,  corn,  beans, andaspeciea 
of  tobaoco,  whieli  they  cultivate  ;  acd  receive  in 
retucB,  gun*,  ammaniiiofl,  kettles,  axes,  aod  othct 
articla  wMah  the  Teteoa  obtained,  fron  the 
YanktooB  of  tde  N.  and  Sissatoues,  who  iniie 
with  Mr.  CaminerMi,  on  the  river  St.  Petna. 
These  honeaaad  muus  the  Ricaras  obtain  from 
their  weatecn  neifibbors,  who  visit  them  frequoM- 
ly  for  Ibe  parpoae-ef  trafficking. 


A.  Maodaai 

t»  \»i.,./Ar.  S  Ma-too-tott'-ka,  1st  riUaoa 
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C.  Mandaiu. 

D.  *,  Mine  vords  TescnUiDg  die  Oaf«. 
B.  Two. 

P.      ■  ■ 

a  asa 

H.  1,850. 

I.  On  botk  tldn  oT  lliuniri,  1S19  mUes  rrom 
iu  mouth. 

J.  TheBndHHiBaTmBdNorlbwviteoaipaiini, 
fTomikciiMtBdliihuaBioa  the  Amuniboui. 

K.  At  their  tllUgCB. 

L.  8,00. 

N.  PriaeiiMlly  tke  ikinB  of  the  kme  moA  null 
wvlret,'  end  the  iMcll  fox,,  mih  BoffiJo  rolMe, 
•ome  Bkini  of  the  Urge,  fen  and  barer,  aiat  eeca 
andbesM. 

O.  The  Mme  n  the  Rican  (ms  page  1048  O.) 
except  the  gtizilf  bcai.  Thef  «oDld  furiualt,  in 
addition,  ihe  sklaa  (tf  a  large  ipeciea  of  white 
ban,  a  Teiy  ddicate  for. 

P.  At  Of  near  the  neath  of  tbs  Yellow  Stone 

^  WithDonatioD  exeeptadefenvTswatwiih 
the  Sionx. 

R.  With  all  BBtioDS  who  do  not  wafe  war 
against  ibcoi. 

S.  -Tfaeaa  are  Ike  meal  frieadly,  welt  ditpoaed 
lodiani  inhabttiDgihe  MtsKtori.  Thef-atecnre, 
hnmane,  aod  faoapitaUe.  About  85  yvtn  lince 
Umt  llTed  in  rix  rillagea,  aboni  fortf  niles  below 
tbeir  ptesetll  TiUagei,  on  both  eidea  of  the  Mia- 
Boari.  Repealed  Tiahationa  of  the  nnall-poi, 
aided  by  freqnent  cMaeks  of  the  Sioux,  baa  re- 
dmed  them  to  their  prtaeat  nambei.  Thep 
dain  no  radicular  tinot  of  eonatry.  T^ey  lire 
in  fortiSed  TiUagea,  hqnt  immediatdjr  in  tbeu 
newhborbood,  and  caltirate  ootd,  beani^  tanaahea, 
ana  tobaeee,  which  form  nrtiotea  of  ttafie  witk 


. ,  axea,  he1ile*,ud  Mber  artiolea  of  Bgrapean 
[aanafBctnr&  which  tbeee  last  obtain  from  the 
British  ealablisbmenta  on  the  Auinoiboia  riter. 
The  articles  which  they  tbm  oUun.  freai  the 
Atsinniboins  and  the  British  traded  who.  vfeit 
them,  ther  again  exchange  for  horses  and  leather 
tenci  witb  the  Crow  Indians,  ChyeDiMa,.W)ne- 
pahatoee,  EJawai,  KanenaTloh,  Stactan  and  Oat- 
aka,  who  visit  them  oceasianally  for  the  purpoM 
of  traffic.  Tbeir  trade  may  be  mncb  increaaed. 
Their  coaairy  is  similar  to  Ikat  of  the  Ricams. 
PopnUtion  iBcreaaiiig. 

A.  AhwfthAwaT. 
D.  Ab-wU)-h&-way. 
C.  Qens  des  Ektnlier. 


R.  One. 
P. 

0.  90. 
H.  200. 

1.  On  the  southwest  aide  of  the  Missouri,  three 
miles  above  the  Idandans. 

J.   8eepaffel049,  J. 

K.  At  the  Hmndan  and  Henetaie  rillagef. 


L.  3000. 
H.  1,000. 
N.  See  page  lOdfi,  N. 

0.  See  pege  1049,  O. 
P.  See  pege  1049,  P. 

d.  Dcfensiiewarvilh  the8iotix,andofcnsive 
with  Snake  Indians  end  Flat  beads. 

R.  With  all  who  do  not  waga  war  agaiist 
them,  except  the  Snake  Indians  and  Flatheade. 

S.  They  differ  hot  rery  little,  in  any  partleti- 
lar,  from  the  Mandans,  ibeir  neighbors,  except  in 
the  anjnst  war  which  they,  as  wetl  as  tbe.  Miae- 
tares,  prosecale  against  tbe  defenceless  Snake  In- 
dian^ Stv^  whica  I  believe^  it  will  be  difficult  to 
induce  tbem  to  desist.  They  claim  to  btre  o»e« 
bees  a  pait  of  the  Crow  Indians,  whom  tb«y  slill 
acknowledge  aarelatioos.  They  bare  resided  m 
the  MisKMiri  as,  bog  as  tkatr  Uaditien  will  enable 
tbem  to  inform. 

A.  Minelarea. 

I  He-ne^ar-fe,  let  Tillage.' 

B.  E-h&f^llr,  I  Me-ne-iar-re-me-te4iaT^tar,  fld 

(   TiUag«. 

C.  Gross  Ventrea. 

D.  *. 

B.  Two. 
Pi 

Q.  6.000. 
H.  2,500. 

1.  On  both  sides  of  Eoife  river,  near  the  Hi^ 
souri,  fire  miJes  above  the  Mandaos. 

J.  .Bee  pa^  1041^  J. 

K.  AtiAeir  vitiagv  8Bd  Iraiiting  ompe, 

L.  1,000. 

M.  3,000. 
.   N.  ace  page  1040,  N. 

O.  The  saateaa  the  MandaDs(sce  p.  1919,  O.) 
witbtfaa  additioD  of  tbawhite  beu. 

P.  See  p.  1049,  P. 

tL  Defensive  war\rit&  she  Sioux,  and  ofiaviv* 
wiih  the  Snake  indiaos  and  Plathcads. 

R.  With,  all,  except  the  Snake  ladiaM  and 
Flatheads,  who  do  not  wage  war  against  diem. 

B.  They  claim  no  particular  ootuury,  nor  do 
they  assign  themselves  anv  limit* ;  tMrtndjalon 
relates  that  they  have  always  reaiAed  at  ibeir 
ireseni  villages.  In  tbeir  customs,  manners,  and 
[ispositions,  they  are  similar  to  the  Maadanstnd 
Ahwahhawars.  The  scarcity  of  fuel  indlKca 
tbem  to  reside,  during  the  cold  aeasOti,  ia  luge 
bands,  in  campe,  on  dinerent  parts  of  the  UJsswri, 
aa  high  lip  Aai  nver  as  the  anoodtof  the  rirer 
Yellow  Bloae.  and  west  of  their  vilkgea,  «b<Mtt 
die  Tarde  MBtain.  I&eUera  thMtbaeepeold^ 
aawell  as  theMandansaod  Ahwahbaways,inigfaC 
ta  pfcvailed  on  lo  remove  to  the  swath  hi  xA- 
low  StoHRTerjjsnavided  an  eata  bt  iskM^aot  ia  mada 
atthatolace.   They  have  as  yet  fumlehadacaice- 


ly  any  c 


',  althoogh  the  g 


trv  Ihey  hunt 


tkin  a  mile  of  their  village*. 

These  people  have  also  suffered  oousiderably  by 
the  small-poz;  but  faave  succesafalty  resisted  the 
attacks  of  the  Sioux.  The. Northwest  Company 
'       form  an  establishment  in  the  couise  6s 
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I  aatuDiD,  on  the  Hibsouri, 
near  these  people,  which,  if  efiecied,  will  mou 
probably  prerent  their  removKl  to  anv  point  whicn 
our  Qoverament  uuf  hereaftn  wiih-ibem  to  re- 
aide  fit. 

A.  Ayaowais. 

B.  Ah'-e-o  war', 

C.  Ne  Perc«. 

D.  Hiuoori. 

B.  One. 
P. 

G.  200.       ■ 

H.  800. 

L  Forty  leaffDw  np  the  rivet  Damoio  on  Ihe 
watheart  aide. 

f.  Mr.  Crawford, 'and  other  merchants  from 
Hi  eht  li  maeki  nac. 

E.  At  their  Tillags  aod  bnnling  eamps. 
L.  3,800. 

M.  6,000. 

N.  Deer  «kini  principally,  aod  the  tkiu  of  the 
black  bear^  beaver,  otter,  grey  Tuz,  raccoon,  mosk- 
lat^aad  miDk. 

O.  Deerskins,  beavw,  black  bear,  otter,  grey 
fox,  raccoon,  muikrat,  and  mink ;  alao,  alk,  and 
deets'  tallow  and  bear't  oil. 

P.  At  the  mouth  of  the  Kansai. 

^  Particularly  with  the  Osage,  Kaoias,  and 
Chippew&ya,  la  Fallorine)  aod  those  of  Letch  and 
Band  Lakei:  Bometioiea  with  the  Mkbaa  and 
BioDx  Wahpatone,  MindawarcartOD  and  Wah- 
pacooii. 

R.  Wilh  tbe  Ottoea,  Misaoaria,  Sioux,  Yabk- 
tonafanah,  and  all  the  natians  etwt  of  the  Uinis- 
aippi,  and  south  of  the  Chippeways. 

8.  They  are  the  detcendanis  of  tbe  ancient 
Missoaries,  and  claim  the  coUQiiy  west  of  them 
to  the  Misaoori}  bat  as  to  its  precise  limits,  or 
boundaries,  between  themMlves  and  the  Saukees 
and  Foxes,  I  could  never  learn.  They  are  a 
bolevt  savafa  race,  frequeoUy  abase  their  traders, 
and  commit  depredaliuns  on  those  ascending  «M 
descending  the  Missouri.  Their  trade  cannot  be 
•zpoeied  to  iscrcue  much. 

A.  eaakecs. 
a  (ysaw-kee. 

C.  U  Saik. 

D.  • 

B.  Two. 
». 

0.  wa 

H.  2,000. 

L  OatbewtetsideoftbeHiniB8ippi,1401e«gti« 
■bove  St.  Lonis, 

1.  HerchaKt*  from  WchiliniBttkiaae  add  8k 
Louis, 

E.  At  their  villucs,  on  tbe  Uisdssippi  in 
dry  {daces,  awl  at  Eel  river  oa  the  Wafaaih. 

H.  6,000.    - 

N.  8w  p.  1061,  N. 


ir  dog  plain.) 


eieepi  the  Yank 
'..  Einsas,  Oitoes,  Miusoaris,  Panias,  Habsi, 
PoDCars,  and  Ayauwayt,  and  all  the  nations  east 
of  the  Mississippi,  and  sooth  of  tbe  Ghippcwaji, 
also  wilh  the  Vauhton-ahnshs. 

8.  Saakeea  Hid  Renais,  or  Fozea.  Thete  na- 
tions are  ap  perfectly  coosotidaiFd  they  aiav,  in 
fact,  be  considered  at  one  nation  only.  Tbcy 
".he  same  language;  they  foriBerly  retiied 
east  aide  of  (be  Mississippi,  and  still  claim 
the  land  do  that  side  of  tbe  river,  from  the  novth 
of  the  Oiseonain  to  the  lUiBoit  river,  md  eait- 
ward  towards  Lake  Michigan ;  -  bat  to  wbal  pactt- 
culac  boDDdary,  I  am  not  informed  i  tbey  aim 
claim,  hy  conquest,  the  whole  of  the  eoanirj  be- 
longing to  the  aneient  Mitanuita,  whieh  mubi 
one  «r  the  moat  valuable  pertioos  cj  LoaiaiaDa. 
but  what  proportion  of  ihia  territory  tbey  arc  wit- 
ling to  assign  to.tbe'Ayonwayt,  wbaaM  claim  a 
part  of  it,  I  do  not  know,  as  they  are  at  war  with 
the  Sioux,  wbo  live  N.  and  N.  W.  of  them,  ex- 
cept the  Ytnktoo-ahnah.  Their  boaadariea  in 
that  quarter  are  also  oodefined;  their  trad*  would 
become  much  more  Ttluable  if  peace  waa  eatab- 
lished  between  thbm  and  the  naiiona  west  of  tht 
Missouri,  with  whom  they  are  at  war;  tbear  pop- 
ulation hat  ramaioed  nearly  the  lame  for  attny 
year*  ;  they  ratte  an  ahandance  of  ears,  bean*, 
and  melon*}-tb«y*omettmeshaBtiii  tbeeoaatry 
west  of  them,  toward*  the  Minoori,  bat  tkeii 
principal  hDQttng  it  on  both  sides  of  the  Hiaaia- 
sippi,  from  the  mouth  of  tbe  Oiacoaua  to  the 
moathof  the  lUinois  river.  ThMo  pc«ple  ate 
extremely  friendly  to  the  whites,  and  Mldom  in- 
jure  their  traders ;  hot  they  are  tbe  muM  implae- 
abte  enemies  to  tbe  Indian  nations  with  wbon 


i'u. 


ToU 


I  b  jnetlr  < 
a  of  the  Ui 


A.  FoXM. 

B.  Ot-lftr-cAt-nu. 

C.  U  Redar. 

D.  Sa^ee. 
B.  One. 

F. 

a.  soe. 

H.  1,300.       ' 

I.  Near  the  Sanlieea. 

J.  Merchanttof  Hichilimtekinae  and  8t  LoQta. 

E.  See  p.  1051,  K. 
L.  S,500. 

M.  See  page  1051,  N. 

O.  See  page  1061  O. 

P.  At  Prairie  de  Gbien,  (or  dog  ptun.) 

a.  See  page  105S,  Q. 

R.  See  page  1052,  R. 

8.  Sec  page  1063,  8. 
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S.  Wabpatohb— Claim  the  eounirf  in  wbich 
lb«f  tote  on  the  northwest  side  of  the  riTer  81. 
Ptier's,  from  their  Tillage  to  the  mouth  of  ih'e 
Chippewa  rirer,  tnd  thmm  n  on  beaut  ward  I  y  to- 
wudi  the  head  of  the  Mtsti^inpi,  includiflg  (he 
Crow-wing  rirer.  Their  lands  are  fertile,  aad 
geDerallr  well  timbered.  Ther  are  only  station- 
ary white  the  iraderi  are  with  thetn,  which  ii 
from  the  be^isDiwof  October-  10  the  last  sf 
March.  Ybeir  tra^  b  supposed  to  be  at  its  greal- 
esl  extent.  Tbey  treat  ikeir  iraden  with  respect. 
and  selJom  attempt  to  rob  them.  '  Tliis,  as  well 
as  the  other  Siou^  bands,  aoi,  in  all  lespecle,' 
independently  of  each  other  u  if  they  were  a  dia- 
tinct  oation.- 

S.  MiNaAVAacAnToN.— It  is  the  only  bandof 
Sioux  that  aaltirates  corn,  beaosj  A«.,  and  these 
ereo  cannot  ptogierly  be  termed  a  station  a  rf' peo- 
ple. They  li*e  ia  tents  of  dressed  leather,  wbicb 
theytran^rt  by  meant  of  horses  and  dogs,  sod 
ramble  from  place  to  place  durini  the  greater  part 
of  the  year.  They  are  friendly  10  their  own 
traders;  bnt  the  inreierate  enemies  to  saeh  as 
supply  their  enemies,  the  Chippewas,  with  mer- 
chanaise.  They  also  claim  the  country  in  which 
they  hnat.  commencing  at  the  entrance  of  the 
river  St.  Peter's,  and  extending  upwards,  on  both 
uides  of  the  Mississippi  riTer,  to  the  raouth  of  the 
Crow-wing  riTer.  The  land  is  fertile  and  well 
watered;  iiei  level  and  is  safficiebtly  timbered. 
Their  trade  cannot  be  expected  to  iocrease  ranch. 
S.  WiHPAOOOTA.— They  rore  in  the  country 
southwest  of  the  river  St.  Peter's,  from  a  place 
called  the  Hardwobd  to  the  mouth  of  the  Yellow 
Hedieint  river;  never  stationary  but  when  their 
traders  are  with  them,  and  this  does  not  happen 
at  any  regular  or  Gxe.d  point.  At  present  ihey 
treat  their  traders  tolerably  well.  Their  trade 
cannot  be  expected  to  increase  much.  A  great 
proportion  of  their  conntry  ia  open  plains,  lies 
lerel,  and  is  tolerably  fertile.  They  maintain  a 
partial  traffic  with  the  Yankioas  and  Titoostn 
the  west  of  ihmn;  to  these  they  barter  thft  arti- 
elw  which  they'oblain  frota  the  tradera  on  the 
river  St.  Peter's.  aDd  receive  in  letnrn  horses, 
tome  robes  and  (either  lodges. 

S.  SiaaATONE.— They  claim  the  country  in 
which  they  rove,  embracing  the  upper  portions  of 
the  Red  rirer,  of  Lake  Wihnipie,  and  St-  PeteiV 
It  ia  a  level  country,  iaterieeted  with  many  small 
. lakes.  The  land  is  fertile  and  free  of  stone;  the' 
most  of  ii  open  plaict.  This  , country  abounds 
more  in  the  valuable  fur  animals,  the  beaver,  otter, 
and  marten,  than  any  portion  of  Louisiana  yei 
kaown.  This  circunulante  furniabea  the  Sissa- 
toDei  with  the  means  of  pnrchasing  mora.mer- 
cbandise  in  proporifon  to  their  number  thkokoy 
naiiob  in  this  qoarter.  A  great  proportian  of  this 
merchandise  is  reserved  by  them  for  their  Irad* 
with  the  Tetons,  whom  tney  annnaUy  meet  at 
some  point  preriously  agreed  upon,  on  the  waters 
of  Jametf  river,  in  the  month  of  Mav.  Tbit  In- 
dUo  fair  is  frequently  attended  by  the  Yanktons 
of  the  North  and  Ahnah.  The  Sissalones  and 
VaofctODS  of  the  North  here  supply  the  others 
with  considerable  quantities  of  arm*,  ammuoi- 
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tion,  axes,  knives,  kettles,  cloth,  aod  a  variety  of 
other  articles;  and  receive  in  retnro  principally 
horses  wbieh  the  others  have  stolen  or  purchased 
from  the  nations  on  the  Miasoori  and  west  of  it 
They  are  devoted  to  the  intertsti  of  their  traders. 
■  S.  Yan^tohs  Of  THi  NShtb.— Tbt»  bettd. 
allbough  ihey  purchase  s  mneh  smaller qoantity  or 
merfiiandiM  tliah  the  Siasalonas,  still  appropriate 
a  considerable  proportton  of  whet  they  do  obtain 
in-H  stnitar  manner  v'tb  tbM  mentioned  of  the 
Bi(s«tones.  This  trade,  b»  tBqall  as  it  may  ftp- 
pear,  baa  beensuffioientm  render  the TeloneBlD- 
oefiendent  of  the  trade  of  the  Hjssoori,  in  a  great 
nreaiure,  and  hasfntDiBbed  them  with  the  means 
not  only  ef  distressing  and  pltmdering  the  traders 
of  the  .Missoari,  hot  ttlto  of  plundering  and  maa- 
safrting  the  defeaoeless  savages  of  the  Missonri, 
from  the  mouth  of  the  ri«er  Platte  to  the  Mine- 
lares,  Bbd  wcBt  to  the  Rocky  mountains.  The 
aonntry-ihe^  peojJe  inhabit  isalmost  one  entire 

[ilaia,  uncovered  vith  lim^r;  it  is  extremelr 
evel,  the  soil  fertile,  and  generally  well  walmd. 
S.  YAKKToire  Abnab. — These  are  the  best  dis- 
posed Sioux  who  rove  on  the-baoks  of  the  Mis- 
souri, and  these  even  will  not  infier  any  trader  to 
ascend  the  riyer,  if  they  can  possibly  avoid  IL 
They  have,  heretofore,  invariably  arrested  the 
progress  of  all  those  Ihey  have  net  with,  and 
generally  compelled  them  to  trade  at  the  prices, 
oearlyj  which  the?  thetoielves  think  proper  lo  fix 
on  their  merchandised  They  seldom  commit  any 
further  aeis  of  riolence  on  the  whites.  They 
itimes  vi^it  the  river  Demoin,  where  a  partial 
trade  has  been  carried  on  with  them,  for  a  few 
years  past,  by  a  Mr.  Crawford.  Their  trade,  if 
well  legul&ied,  might  be  rendered  extremely  val- 
aable.  Their  .country  is.  a. very,  fertile  one;  it 
consists  of  a  mizttue  of  wood  lands  and  prairies. 
The  land  bordering  od  the  Missouri  b  ptiocipall)' 
plains  with  but  little,  timber. 

8.  Tbtoks  Bote  B«in,B,  Tbtohb-Okaiidah- 
DAB.  Tetohs  MiNNAKiNaACzo,  Tbtoms  Sabonb. 
These  are  the  vilest  miscreants  of  the  «ava^ 
raee^and  mnsi  ever  remaio  the  pirates  of  the  Mis- 
■oori,  until  sach  mea^res  are  pursued  by  our 
QoTernment,  as  wilt  make  them  feel  a  dependence 
on  its  will  for  their  sapply  of  mercbaodise.  Un- 
less these  people  are  reaoced  to  order  by  coercive 
measures  i  am  ready  to  pronounce  that  the  citj- 
of  the  United  States  can  never  enjojr  but 
pnrtiallyth^  adtantages  which  the  Missouri  pr»- 
s.  Relying  on  a  regular  supply  of  mercban- 
throug^  LbQchaonelof  'he  nver  St.  Peter's, 
Ihey  view  with  contempt  the  merchants  of  the 
Missouri,  whom  they.Aerer  fail  to  plunder  when 
R>  their  powe^.  Persueaion  or  advioe,  aitli  them,' 
'  >wed  as  snti{4itailioa,,Bnd  only  tends  to  in- 
them  wilk  coAtempt  for  those  who .  »fliw 
either.  The  tamenese  with  which  the  traders  of 
(be  Missouri  havie  heretofore  submitted  to  their 
rapacity  has  leaded  net  a  little  to  inspire- them 
with  coDtempt  for  the  while  persons  who  Tisit 
them  ^rciugh  that  channel.  A  prevalent  idea 
amoDi^  them,  and  oue  which  Ihey  make  the  rule 
of  their  conduer,  is,  that  the  more  illy  they  treat 
the  traders  the  greater  qnaotity  of  merchandiae 
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tbfqr  will  briDg  them,  aod  that  tbe^  will  (has  ob- 
UiD  the  ardcUa  thejr  wish  on  belter  (etioN  ;  the; 
bare  ewJeavoied  toiospire  ibe  Hican*  withsimi' 
Ur  seaUEiKnd,  but  happily  without  my  ctrander- 
abla  e^ect.  The  cuuatry  id  which  llwse  four 
butdi  r««e  is  oDja  cgoiiDued  plftia,  with  icaroely 
«  me  to  be  Ken,  enapt  on  the  natM  ciwnes.  or 
the.  Rtecp  deelirii;es  of  hills,  which  hut  are  tiiit 
nie.  The  laad  is  fertile,  and  lies  extremely  well 
for  onluTBtion;  mt-nj  parts  of  it  are  but  badly 
watered.  It  i*  from  this  cojuntry  that  the  Mle- 
touti  deiires  OMl  qf  its'oolarins matter  j  the  earth 
is  strongly  inpr^naud  with  glanher  laltc,  ahipi; 
copperea,  and  aulpbur,  and  when  saturated  witb 
water,  iiiinie«ae  bodie*  of  the  hills  ^acipiiate 
themseWei  into  the  Missouri,  and  mingle  ^tlh  its, 
w«ten>  The  watere  of  this  tirer  have  a  'purga- 
tive effaet  on  xhofe  oDaccuaiorMd  to  uae  it,  J 
doubt  whelbei  theae  peo|>le  can  ever  be  iadiiced 
to  beeome  uatioDBrri  tl^r  tnde  might  be  made 
valuable  if  thejr  were  rednced  .fo  ordei.  They 
daim  joiatly.  with  the  otbu  bands  o€  the  SioHs, 


all  the  country  Lying  withiD  the  following  liiwii. 
viz:  beginning  at  the  coofliienee  of  the  river  D»- 
moia  aad  Missisappi,  theaee  t^  the  wast  aide  of 
(he  Mississippi  (o  the  mouih  of  the  St.  Peter^ 
river,  theace  on  both  sides  of  the.  hliss^ippi  to 
the  oiouih  of  Crow  wing  rivet,  and  upwards  with 
that  stream,  iacluding  the  watara  of  the  oppa 
part  of  the  same;  Ihenoe  to  include  the  water*  of 
the  uppft' part  ion  of  Red  tiTei,ofljahe  Winitipifl^ 
and.dowa  the  same  nearly  la  Pembenai  river, 
thence  a  southwesterly  course  to  intersect  the 
lUissoiiri  at  or  near  the  Mandaos,  and  with  thai 
strtem  downwards  tq.the  eolruce  of  the  Warn- 
qupoe  creek,  whence  pM^ug  the  Missouri  it  gees 
to  include  the  lower  portion  of  the  river  Cbjthtt, 
,  alt  the  waters  of  White  river  and  river  Taton,  in- 
cludes (lie  lower  portion  of  the  river  QntOBn^ 
and  returns  to  the  Hisseurij  and  with  that  atraaa 
downwards  to  the  moath  of  Waddipon  ri 
thence  efuiwardly  to  interaeot  lh«  1" 
the  beginning. 


Tke*u6divubmto/  tAtDatcolar<)rXouxiuUim*,imththeni 


>  cf  Iht  principal  ehirfi  of  eati  bamd  ad 


Namoi  of  the  Beads.      Name*  of  the  snbdhrisiona. 


!T«(nes  of  die  Chieft. 


MindawsTcarton' 

Kee-iikB-ish. 

na-tsh-toD. 

Mih-tah-ton. 

Wsh-pe-Knte. 


s,  (ef  the  N<Kth^  Kae-nke-Mh. 


K'e-eoi'hiUi-dsh. 
Tar-toBg-gsr-nMh-nee. 
Cha-tong'do-tah. 


Those  nwAed  with  a  etsi 
ire  the   principal  ehiefc    e( 
respactin    baadi,   as 
aa  &ai  irwa  mUMa- 


•Hah>t<M«r.Hik.U   • 

Anb-taM. 
Pit-ia-eah. 
Mah-ps-od'-do-talu 
rst-tnng-tM-w«»>»<p. 


kuUjtohaiM 
&ia«di;yt»lhewWlN.  Be 
[MaMsMB  «Mai  iadosasa 
whisbaqlsad  aalisa. 


'ank-ton-sa-cbar-boo. 

!r«r.c(>-tn>-bo-to. 
E-sah-s-te-ahe-tai'par. ' 
War-cbink-ta&he. 
CnukMar^to-wDinb. 

0>«Bh. 


War-ha-iitig'-ga 

*  Tai-tong-gar-eaT-par 

Man-da-tottt'gaT 


Chaa-te-wah-Bsa  Jah. 

•Afhea^M-tar. 

W  ar->vui-de-e-p*4*dD04«k 
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gmftdiibm  tfLatit  and  ClAPto. 


A.  OfareMw. 

B.  Shfc:'-hR. 

C.  Lb  Chien. 

D.  • 
B. 

V.  iia 
a.  300. 
H.  laao. 

I.  AboQi  ih«  Morcfl  of  th«  river  ChTcnae,  in 
the  bliek  hill*. 

J.  Ur.  Loiwlle  &  Co.,  of  St  Loan. 

Z.  Ob  the  rWer  Chrcna^  net  McAOatTf,  ftod 
■t  the  Riciiu  villue. 

L.  1,600. 

M.  2.000. 

Iff.  Bolblo  Mfbffi  of  Mt  qmlitf.  ' ' 

O.  BafiUo  roWa,  lriknr,-2t«M«,  and  dri«tf  meat 
skill*  of'  the  beaTcr,  imiU  and  lir|^  fbiM,'Bmatl 
wad'  large 'wolf^aM«tapto,'«lk  and  deer  in  inwat. 
abandaDce ;  b1*o,  elk  and  deer  tallow,  a  few  gt'tt- 
slf  bcM,  AfMof  the  white  beer,  and  big^of&ed 
antelopes. 

P.  At  or  near  the  month  c^CbvoDne  ririer. ' 

ft.  AdefeiMTkwer  with  the  Sio(nc,aBd'at^r 
wMi  DD  olber  within  my  knowledge. 

R.  Willi  111  their  neighlmn  except  the  Sloni. 

9t  Ttej  are  the  remnant  of  a  natioti 


r  of  Lake  WiDoipie, 
irhich still  bean  theirmme.  Being  op preraed  bf 
the  SiouK,  thef  remoTed  to  the  west  iide  of  tbp 
MiMouri,  about  fifceea  miles  betow  the  mouth  of 
Warricunne  creek,  where  tfiey  bultt  and  fortiSed 
a  rillaffe ;  but  being  pursued  b^  their  aoeieDt  ene- 
miee,  the  Sioux,  ihey  fled  to  the  Black  hilli  about 
the  head  of  the  Chveane  ri*er,  where  (hey  wan- 
der in  qoe*t  of  tbe  bu&loj  hariaK  no  fixed  mi' 
deuce.  They  do  not  euliiTste.  Ther  are  ^11- 
tmrnunA  MWtrde  the  w^iitei,  and  might  eaaHy  be 
indnced  lo  settle  on  the  Mbaeati,  iS  litey  evrid  b« 
■Mured  of  being  protected  from  the  Bloux.  Their 
namber  annnaJly  diminishes.  Thait  trade  BBy 
be  made  ralnaUe.    ' 


L.  wetv])AMrtoei. 
L  WMe-pt-hV-to. 
''.  Wete-pahatoet. 


70,  "iodrtdfng  the  Ktftwfa. 

800,  imladln^  the  Kiawaa. 

700,  intfln^n;  the  Ciawns. 

Ob  Ihe^PadocB  forit  of  die  rirar  Platte. 

No  itade*. 


O.  Thestimea»ihe  Tetoiw.  (Beefirst  table; 
afafo,  fcorm. 

P.  Ai  or  near  the  month  of  Chyvnike  rirer. 

QL  A  defeneire  war  with  the  Sioux,  and  at  war 
witb  BO  other  vitbin  my  knowledge. 

R.  With  all  Ibeir  wanderins  deighlori  lo  the 
West,  end  partienhrlT  whh  Rieares,  M&ndaos, 
Minatare^  and  Ahwabbawtys,  whom  they  oeca- 
cioaalty  visit  for  the  pnrpoae  of  tralBekini:  their 
Mrwei,  mnles,  Ac,  for  Bttmpeaa  mamfacttttca. 


S.  They  are  a  winderiDg  nation.' inhabit  an 
open  eounlr;,  and  raiiu  a  ^eat  aumber-orholVe^ 
which  tkey  tarier  lo  the  Rioarat,  Mandans,  Ac, 
for  article*  of  European  manuraciory.  They  are 
a  well-disposed  people,  and  mipht  be  reedily''in- 
duced  to  visit  the  tradiag  esiablishmecKs  tin  the 
Missouri.  From  the  animals  their  country  pro- 
duces, their  trade  would,  nodoubt,  become  valna- 
ble.    These  people  again  barter  a  oonsider«ble 

Eroportion  oi  the  articles  they  obtain  from  the 
leoetares,  Ahwahbawiys,  Mandans,  and  Rica- 
ras,  to  the  Oolames  and  Caatapanas. 


F.  See  page  1091,  V. 

G.  See  page  1061.  Q. 
H.  See  page  1061,  H. 

L  On  the  Padnea,  and  freqaentif  wlUt  ika 
Wetepahatoes. 

J.  No  trader. 

E.    L.    M.    N. 

O.  See  page  1061,  O. 

P.  At,  or  near  the  mouth  of  Chyenne  river. 

Q.  See  page  1061,  O. 

R.  See  page  1061,  R. 

3*.  What  has  been  said  of  the  Wetepahatoes  b 
in  all  respeots  Bp)»tieabla  to  those  people  atho. 
Neither  these  people^  the  Wetepahatoes,  nor  th« 
Cbyennes,  bare  any  idea  of  exclasiTa  right  to  Iha 


A.  Kanenarish. 

B.  Kan-e-n&'-rish. 

■  C.  Oens-des-Vache. 
D.    • 

•B. 

F.  150. 
O.  400. 
H.  1,500 

L  On  the  heads  of  the  Padncaa  fork  of  the  rlret 
Platte,  and  8.  fork  of  Chyenne  river. 
J.  No  trade. 
K.    L.    M.    N. 
O-  Bee  page  1061,0. 
P.  At  or  near  the  mouth  of  Chyenne  riMr. 

0.  Bee  page  1061,  ft. 
R.  See  page  1061,  R. 
8*.  See  pa^  UK2,  8. 

A.  Staetatt. 

B.  Sta'-e-lan. 

C.  Kkn. 

D.  • 
E. 

F.  ^ 
a.  700. 
H.  400. 

1.  On  the  bead  of  tbe  Chyenne,  and  fFetpHMlr 
with  Iha  Eaoenatish. 


J. 


U.    N. 


O.  Sea  page  1091,  O. 

P.  At,«r  am  tlM«o«A«f  CkrtB 
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(^  See  ptge  1061. 
H-  See  page  1061,  R. 
8.  Se«  page  1063,  S. 

A.  Cataka. 

B.  Cal'-a-kL 

C.  Cat'akft. 


P.  US. 

a.  75. 

H.  300. 

I.  Between  ihe  b«adi  of  the  norifa  sod  Mudi 
forks  of  the  liver  Chveone. 
J.    K.    L.    M.    N. 
O.  See  page  1061,  O. 
P.  At,  or  near  the  moulb  of  the  Chyeone  t 
a.  See  page  1061,  Gi. 
R.  See  page  1061,  R. 
8.  See  page  1062,  8. 

A.  Nemousia. 

B.  Ne'-mo-sin. 

C.  Allebome. 


F.  15. 

G.  50 

.  H.  SOO. 

L  On  the  bead  of  the  oorth  fork  of  ihe  tiver 
Chreooe. 

J.  No  trader. 

K.    L.  .  M.    N. 

O.  See  page  1061,  0. 

P.  At  or  near  the  mouth  of  ihe  Chreanarirei. 

d.  Adefensivewar  with  theRrctiras and  Sioux. 

R.  The  Eame  ai  the  Welepahaloes  (see  page 
1061.  R.)  except  Ihe  Ricaras. 

8.  These  differ  from  the  others  {riz.  Wetepa- 
hatoea,  Eiawas,  KaaenaTish,  Staelao  and  Cataka) 
iDaamuch  as  they  never  visit  the  Ricaras  ;  id  all 
Other  retpeota  they  are  Ihe  aame,  see  page  lOOS,  8. 
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-  A.  Dotsiue. 

B.  po-U'-me. 

C.  Dottm«. 


P.  la 
a.  3ft 

H.  180. 

L  Ob  the  bead  of  the  rfver  CbyvDDe. 

J.  No  trader. 

K.    L.    M.    N. 

O.  See  page  1061,  O. 

P.  At  or  near  ihe  month  of  the  ChrMva  river. 

U.  See  page  1061,  Q. 

R.  See  page  1061,  R. 

S.  The  inrormaiion  I  poueu  with  respect  to 
tbia  nation,  is  derived  from  InoiBn  information : 
ihey  are  said  to  be  a  wandering  nation,  JDhabicicig 
an  open  conatry,  and  wba  raiie  a  great  number 
of  horses  and  mules.  They  are  a  friendly^  Weil 
disponed  people,  and  mi^bl,  from  the  poiiuon  of 
tbeir  country,  be  easily  indneed  to  viait  an  eiiiab- 
liabtnnt  ••  lhe.HlaMui,-tbMit<  the  month  of 


A.  Castabana. 

B.  Caa-la-ha'-na. 

C.  Castahaoa. 


F.  eoa 

G.  1,300. 
H.  5,000. 

I.  Betweea  theaoorceaof  ibePadooeaafo^ar 
the  rivers  Platte  and  Tetlow  Stone. 
J.  No  trade n. 
E.    L.    M.    N. 

0.  The  same  aa  the  Chyennea  (ace  p.  1061,0) 
and  tb4  akina  of  the  \fax,  ta  lonverin,  akd  mat- 
teOB  in  addition. 

P.  At  01  near  the  mouth  of  the  river  Yt&aw 
Stone  on  the  MisiourL 

,   Q.  A  defensive  war  with  the  Siou  tad  A^ 
UDHiboins. 

R.  See  page  1061,  R. 

S.  What  baa  been  aid  of  the  Dotamea  ia  kb- 
plieable'  to  ihcw  P**^^  axeept  that  ihejr  trade 
principally  with  the  Crow  Indiana,  and  tkai  (hey 
would  most  probably  prefer  viaiting  «>  cattUith- 
meot  on  the  VeUow  Stone  river,  or  Kt  jia  moMh 
on  the  Uisaouti. 

A.  Crow  Indiaoa. 

B.  Kee'-kAu'-xA. 

C.  Gent  dee  Corbeau,  . 

D.  Minetarre. 

f'  35a 
.   a.  flOO. 
H.  3,500. 

1.  OneachsideoftheiiraYtllowStOOe^iAaM 
the  mouth  of  the  Bighorn  river. 

:    J.  No  trader. 

E.  L.    U.    N. 

O.  See  page  1064,  O. 

P.  At  or  near  the  month  of  the  river  Yellow 
Stone^n  the  Hiasouri.  , 

^  Uefenaive  with  the  Siqux  uid  Rjcan*. 

R.  The  tame  as  the  Welepahatota,  (aee  pi^c. 
1061,  R.)  except  tbe  Ricaraa. 

8.  These  people  are  divided  into' foot  basdii 
called  by  themselves  AfaUi'-ftt-ro'-pJr-iio-peih, 
Noo'-la,  Pa-reeg-ear,  and  £-hsrf-ear.  They  ao- 
nnally  viKii  iheMaodaiu,  Uiae[area,aDd  Aliwali* 
haways,  to  whomthey  barter  hone*,  mnl<a,lnlket 
lod^and  many  articles  oC  Indian  appuel'^foc 
which  they  receive  in  return^utu,  ammasitton, 
axes,  kettles,  awls,  and  other  Emtopeaa  manube- 
tures.  When  (hey  return  to  their  coontry,  thef 
are  in  turn  visited  hy  the  Pantich  and  Sttalce  lit- 
dians,  lo  whom  they  barter  mostof  tfaa  artielea 
they  have  obtained  from  (be  natiotu  on  the  Ildia- 
souri,  for  horses  and  mules,  of  which  thoae  naliooa 
luveagreaterabuadaace  than  themselves.  They 
also  obtain  of  the  Snake  Indiaaa,  bridlebiis  ani 
blankets,  and  some  other  artieles  which  iboM 
Indiana  piirehaie  from  the  Spaniarda.  The  btidl»' 
bits  aAd  bl»tke#  \  havaatpn  in  the  poaaeaainn  ti 


dbyGoO^Ie 


1086 


Sxpedition  6f  Lenit  and  Clarke. 


loeg 


the  MandiD*  Rod  Minetare^  Tbeit  eotuitrr  is 
fertile,  and  wbU  iratered.  and  ia  moat  paru  well 
tinbeied. 

A.  PviDeh  ladiani. 
R  At-ta-kA'-we-*h. 
C.  Oena  de  Paow. 


F.  300. 
O.  800. 
H.  2,300. 

L  Od  each  aide  of  the  Yellow  S(DiMri*n-,neaT 
tbe  Rocky  Moaotains,  and  heads  of  the  Bighota 

J.  No  trader: 
K.    L.    M.    N. 


Ot  8m  iwge  1064,  O. 

P.  At  or  near  the  mouth  of  the  tint  Telfaiw- 
Stone,  OQ  the  Misaotiri. 

a.  Defensira  witb  the  Sioai  and  Ric«ta«. 

R.  The  Mcae  as  the  Weiepehatoes  (im  pasv. 
1061,  R.)  except  (he  Rieira*. 

B.  These  are  vaid  to  be  a  p«aeeable,  well  di»- 
poeed  DBlion.  Their  country  is  a  Tarjegat^  one, 
eoniistiog  of  mountains,  Talleys,  plains,  and  wood- 
bo  di.irrejfu  la  rly  interspersed..  They  might  be 
iadaced  (o  visit  the  Misiouri,  at  the  mooih  of  the 
Tdlttw  Stonerlrer ;  and  frOFnibegreatabandtncs 
of  TalDablefurredaaimals  which  theircouotry, as 
well  ai'that  of'the  Crow  Indians,  prodnees,  their 
trade  must  become  eziremely  valuable.  Thejr 
area  roving  people, and  have  noideaof  excliuiva 
right  to  the  loiL 


A.— AS8INmBOIN.-^NA00TA.) 


Oti,Ae  MooMriMr.bfr- 


in,  U  tfas  WMlh  ot  Ca- 
pdle  ri.«r. 
Dd  AaMiMDiin,  abont 
Ha  mmth  of  tlu  While 
Buth  ttrer,  and  on  tbe 
hMdaflh*  AniBBibotat 
and  C«p«lle  ritera. 


if 


Do.,  A  owian- 
■U  J  at  the  ait«- 
btidt't*  on  rinr 


.  A.— ASSINNIBOIN— (Nacota)— Conlinoed. 


B. 

L. 

M. 

W. 

0. 

P. 

* 

R. 

4,MW 

rfiM 

Bti&Io  tAbM,  tallow. 

«.> 

Redpioc'UTwith 

WithJlthwrown 

the  Bioui ;  of- 

meat    u>d    s»>«; 

fcnaiTB  with  the 

Of,   fbranch    of 

■kirn  of  lh<  large  de 

Riesras,  Cut..|  the  BjiistaDUs.) 

■maDfoi.sinaUtnd 

huia.    Psnoch 

««HU>      • 

U^INH 

6,MK 

large  wolrao,  enta- 

^« 

Crow,  &  Snake 

the  CUppeway. 

alTii.   ffn>.t  ^bnn^ 

!' 

thoaetonihww 

1 

■«.   de    PraHa^ 

M«idMw,Mm.. 

tar*..  A:  Ahwab. 

'4 

hawaa. 

Mihf-VHfl^tU, 

HJM 

8,0« 

Do.,wilhnMrabaan, 

S.  Makbtopaj  OatEOAs,  Mabtopahato-— Are  the  deacendants  of  the  Siaax,aDd  partake  of  tkaii 
latbnlent  ud  faithless  disposition :  they  frequeDtlf  plunder,  and  sometimes  murder,  their  own  trar 
dan.  The  name  by  which  this  nation  is  generally  known  was  borrowed  from  the  Chippeways,  wfao 
can  them  AuiiinHmin,  which,  literally  translated,  is  Slone  Sioux.  Hence  the  name  of  Stone  imiiana, 
bjr  which  tbey  ate  aometimei  Called.  Tbe  country  in  which  they  rove  is  almost  eoiirely  uncovered 
with  timber;  lies  extremely  level,  and  is  hut  badly  watered  in  many  parts.  The  land,  however,  is 
tolerably  fertile,  and  aneneumbered  with  stone.  They  might  be  induced  to  trade  at  [he  river  Yel- 
low Stone,  bat  I  do  not  think  that  their  trade  promises  much.  Their  number  coniigufB  ahout  the 
aame.  These  baodt^  like  the  Sioux,  act  entirely  independent  of  each  other,  although  tbey  claim  a 
Baiional  affinity,  and  never  make  war  oneach  other.  The  country  inhabited  by  the  Hahtopanato 
IS  tstber  more  timber  than  the  other  parts  of  the  coantry.    They  do  not  colt ivkte. 
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A.— CH1PPEWAY8. 


emaR  laka,  called 
Leadt  lak«,  fbnD- 
■d  br  tb*  Miaaw- 
«H»  rirar. 
Abamt  tlw  head  of 
thvMfwwppiiA 
avoaad  Sed  lake. 

6a  tki  Bed  mer 
of  I^ake  Wiani- 
pie,  and  about  the 
uoutli  of  Pemba- 


i«a» 


AtaneataUii 
M  Ktd  lak^  and 
at  that  hoatiDg 

Satatdiilini'ti  lluu 
the  mouth  Pem- 


A.— CHIE>PEWAYft— CoBttiweA. 


BMV<V,ottCT,blMk 


Ba*Mr,otMT,Ua<ik 
i(«,BiaiMB,iBinK, 


Dit(a,andbaAei 


Ditto,  cMopt  CA- 


On  the  Mrtfc  aid* 
oftbe  Munanplii, 
at  Sudj  lake. 


On  the  lUd  lake, 


With  aUtha  tribM 
Bioni,  Baolnw. 
Reaan,  and  Ay- 


^m 


biliiis  UkMa» 
poior,  KkUpb. 
and  the  ecmnt^  B. 


fThe  Btou, 
-pMtwll/aritlhtha 


mi-Wa^vA-mt^m 


Chrutanoaa     waA 


8.  Chippewats,  o/ Leach  lake.  Claim  the  cotutry  on,b«th  sidea  of  the  Missis^ppi,  from  thcmonih 
of  tiie  Crow-wing  nrei  to  its  lotaca,  ftQd  extending  waat  of  the  Missiaaippi  to  iha  lands  elaiiaed  bf 
the  Sioux,  with  whom  ihejr  atill  contend  for  dominioo.  They  claim,  also,  east  of  the  Mississippi,  the 
couniryeztendiDg  as  f&r  as  Lake  Superior,  inciudi or  ihe  waters  of. the  n'TCr  St.Loui;.  This  connUj 
h  thicfly  corereo  with  timber  (eoetally ;  lies  leTsl^  and  generally  fertile,  though  a  eensiderable  prv- 
nortioD  of  it  is  iDlersecie^  and  broken  up  by  small  lakes,  morasses  and  swamps,  particalarly  about  the 
Seads  of  the  Miistssi{^i  aad  river  Bt.  Louis.  They  do  aot  cultivate,  bnc  lire  principally  on  the  wild 
jrice,  which  they  ptocute  in  great  abundance  on  the  Wders  of  Leach  Lake  and  the  hanks  of  the  Hit- 
^ssjppi.  Their  sambei  has  lEieen  eone^deiahlyieducea  by  war*  and,  Che  sf^aU  pos>  Theii  tode  tiat 
to  gteaiest  extes;- 

iff  Sad  lake.  Omm  tha  coaniry  about  £Ud  lake  and  Red  lake  urw,  a*  far  aa  the  Red  riTct,  of 
Lak*  WiDDJple,  beyoad  which  laiit  tiiti  they  eoKagd  with  the  Sims,  for  lerrhory.  This  is  s  low 
Wal  eonilEr,  aod  gtaarally  ibidtiy  covered  wit^  tinber,  mimtrmfMi  with  aany  awampi  »nd  mor- 
aaaat.  Thie,  as  well  as  ihe  other  bainda«f  Cbippewaya,aPC«ateetMl  the  best  hanieraii  the  northwnt 
country  ;  bwt  from  the  long  residence  of  this  band  ia  the  coimtty  they  how  inhabit,  game  is  beeoniut 
•carce;  therefore,  their  trade  is  suppoud  t*  be  at  its  neatest  extent.  Tb*  Ctuppewaya  aaa  a  wtuL 
diaposed  people,  but  excesairely  food  of  epitiniom  N^or: 

Qf  river  Pembena.  These  people  formerly  resided  on  the  east  side  of  the  Missiaaippi.at  Sand  lake, 
but  were  indueed,  by  the  Northwest  Company,  to  remor^,  about  two  yean  since,  to  the  rirer  Fem- 
bma.  They  do  not  claim  the  landj  on  which  they  hunt'.  The  conotry  is  levet  and  the  soil  goiML 
The  W?st  side  of  the  river  is  principally  prairies  ^r  Open  plains ;  on  the  east  side  there  Is  a  gr«atct 
|)roportiao  of  limber.  Their  trade  at  prcBenl  is  a  very  valuable  one,  and  will'  probably  inci««ae  tat 
■ome  years.    They  do  not  cullivste,  but  lire  byhuDiing.    Theyare  well  disposed  towards  the  white*. 
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Expedition  of  Levti  atui  ClaHce. 


A. 

ALOONaUINS. 

B. 

C 

!>•  , 

B 

P 

G. 

H..                     L 

... 

Ditio   -        . 

Algonqqiw. 

■ 

-100 

too 

8M    On  th«  lotak  -id.  of  RuD7  N.  W.  at  X.  T. 
Uko,  lUin;  JUk«  am,     enpMM. 

600    About  tbe  ^oDth  of  tfat  A*.  N.  W.  u>d  Z.  T. 

.A.  ALGONaUINfi— Coniinarf. 


B. 

K.- 

h, 

M. 

N. 

O-jil/^^y        .        .        - 

Winniiw  wd  Jluny  LU-. 
■ml  bI  Umk  hoKtuig  ounp*. 

4.000 
8,000 

6,000 
11,000 

Bmtk,   otter,   nccooQ,  blwk 
beu,  luge  fitt,  mink,  ud  > 
fcwdeer. 

boin  It  Fort  cl»  Prairie. 

A.  ALOOWfcdlNS— CoDliDued. 


B. 

1        p. 

^«.      ,:        1^ 

O-jib'-tw^ 

rbo  ouae  U  liM  (Aip-'At  tbe  Red  Ltk«  Mt>b- 

liihmenk 

qitmntitie^    mnd    » 

Tbe  Wonx,  and  pMv 

An  the  the  tribe,  of 

nOM.  (Seepage  1047 

boiniu 

JS^iS-aiSi; 

Ditto  -        - 

BeiTOT,  otter,  rmeooon 
bUdi  bemr,  large  lbs, 
mink,   deer,  wohef, 
■ndmniknti. 

AtthelUdrim«rtd> 
Urfiinent 

Ihi 


I.    ALOonaccNB,  of  i^atnjf  I^iAe.  fc— Wiih 
precise  limits  of  the  country  tbey  nlaim,  I 


in  smftU  {Htrties.  Tbe  cooKry  they  iohabit 
an  iodiffetent  one  ;  it  has  been  much  hunted,  and 
the  Kame,  of  eoune,  nearlf  exhauaied.  Theyare 
velfdisposed  toward  the  whites.  Their  number 
b  said  to  decrease.  They  ate  extremely  addioted 
to  spirituous  liquor,  of  which  large  quantities  an 
annually  furnisntid  them  by  (be  Noitbweat  tra- 
ders in  return  for  iheir  barit  canoes.  liiey  live 
wretchedly  poor. 

OJ  Porff^e  de  Prairie. — These  people  inhabit 
a  low,  flat,  marshy  country,  mostly  covered  with 
timber,  and  iretl  sWckeil  with  game.  They  are 
emigrants  Ttom  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  aod  the 
country  east  of  it,  who  wcie  iairodueed,  some 
years  since,  by  Ike  Northwest  traders,  in  order  to 
hunt  tbe  country  on  the  lower  ^iti  of  Red  river, 
which  then  abounded  in  a  variety  of  animals  of 
tbe  fur  kind.  They  aie  an  orderly,  well-dispoied 
people,  hut  like  theii  relations  oo  Rainy  Lake, 
extremely  addicted  to  spirituous  liquor*.  Their 
tnde  if  at  its  greatest  extent. 

A.  ChrieiUHMsor  K»iitenaii>. 
C.  Cree. 


D.  ChippetMya^  with  a  diAreot  icceni,  and 
mAay  words  peculiu  (o  themhlyes. 

E.  ■  ■ 
P.  150. 

G.  3oa 

h;  1,000. 

I.  On. the  leads  of  the  Assinni boin,  and  thence 
loifardsthe  Saskaihawan. 
J.  Hadson's  Baj|  northwest  and  X.  T.  compft* 

E.  Establish  men  t«  on  tLe  AsuBniboin,  Swan 
Lake  rirer,  and  the  SaskashaFan. 

L.  15,000. 

M.  15,000. 

N.  Beaf  er,  otter,  lynx,  wolTerine,  marteBjintDk, 
w^,  small  fox,  (^or  kitta,}  dresaed  elk  and  moope- 
deer  afcins. 

0.  The  sHns  of  the  bearer,  otter,  lynx,  wolt 
woWetine,  marten,  mink,  small  fox,  brown  ana 
griizly  bear,  dressed  elk  and  moose-deer  skins, 
muskrat  skins,  and  some  buKiIo  robes,  dried  meat, 
tallow  and  grrase. 

P.  On  the  Missouri,  at  or  near  the  mqnth  of 
the  Yellow  Stone  river. 

a.  With  the  Sioux,  Fall,,  ]fflood,  and  Crow 
Indians. 

R.  With  the  Aesianiboias,  Algonqafiw,  Chip- 
pewBs,  Man  dans,  Mioaiares,  and  AhwahhawkT*. 

8.  Tbey  are  a  wsBdcring  naiioa  j  do  not  ctilli- 
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Tate,  nor  claim  any  pariicnlaT  tract  of  couDlry. 
They  nte  well  disposed  lowarda  the  whites,  and 
treat  their  tradera  with  lespect.  The  coUDtry  Id 
which  they  rof  e  is  generally  «pen  plains,  but  in 
aome  parts,  particularly  about  the  head  of  the 
AstiaDlboia  nrer,  it  is  nursby  and  tolerably  well 
fuToished  with  timber,  as  are  also  the  Fort  Dau- 
phin mountaiDB,  to  which  tbey  Mmetimes  lesort. 
From  the  tjuaotiiy  of  beaTet  Id  their  country, 
they  ouj^ht  to  furnish  more  of  that  article  than 
they  do  at  present.  They  are  not  esteemed  good 
bearer  hunters.  They  might  probably  beinduced 
to  *isit  an  establishment  on  the  Missouri,  at  the 
fellow  Stone  river.  Their  number  has  been  re- 
duced, by  the  small-pox,  since  they  were  first 
known  to  the  Canadians. 

A.  Fall  Indiui. 

B.  A-l&ti-E&t. 
C  Fall  Indiana. 
D.  Mine  tare. 

f!  360. 

0.  660. 
H.  2,500. 

1.  On  the  head  of  the  South  Fork  of  the  Sas- 
kashiwan  Tivet,  and  some  streams  snppoaed  to  be 
branches  of  the  Missouri. 

J.  Northwest  Company. 

K.  Upper  establishment  on  th«  Saakaahawan ; 
but  little  trade. 

L.  1,000. 

M.  4,000. 

N.  Bsarer  and  raarten. 

O.  Skins  of  the  beaTers.  tHrowo,  whit^  and 
grizzly  bear,  large  and  small  foxes,  muskrat.  mar- 
ten,  mink,  lynx,  wolverine,  wolves,  white  hares, 
deer,  elk,  mogse-deer,  antelopes  of  the  Missouri, 
and  some  boffalo.     . 

P.  At  or  near  the  falls  of  the  MiMOuri. 

^  Defensive  war  with  the  Christenoea. 

H. 

8.  The  country  these  people  rove  in  is  not 
much  known.  It  i«  said  to  be  a  high,  broken, 
woody  country.  Tbey  misht  be  induced4o  visit 
«D  establishment  at  the  falls  of  the'  Missouri 
Their  trade  may,  no  doubt,  be  made  profitable. 

A.  Catunahawn. 

B.  Cat-un-a-h&ws. 

C.  Cattanahkws. 

D.  * 

E.  P.    O.    H. 

L  Between  the  SaskashiwaQ  and  iheMiasouri, 
OR  waters  sappoaed  to  be  of  th«  Uiaapori. 
J.  No  trader. 
K.  L.    M.    N. 
O.  See  page  1071,  0. 
P.  At  or  neat  the  falls  of  the  Miiiouti. 

8.  What  has  been  said  of  the  Fall  Indians  is, 
in  all  respects,  applicable  to  this  nation.  They 
■re  both  wandering  nationa. 

'   A.  Blackfoot  Indian. 


C.  Blackfoot  Indians. 

D.  • 

E.  F.    O.    H. 

I.  Between  the  Saskashawan  and  the  Uuaonti, 
on  waters  supposed  to  be  of  the  Hiuonri. 
J.  No  trader. 
K.  L.    M.    N. 

0.  See  page  1071,  O. 

P.  At  or  near  the  falls  of  the  Hiiabnri. 
a  R. 

a.  Seepage  1071,  S. 

A.  Blue  Mud  and  Long  Hair  Indiana. 
B. 

C.  Bine  Mod  and  Long  Hair  Indiana. 

D.  * 

E.  F.    a.    H. 

1.  West  of  the  Rocky  monnuins,  and  near  the 
same  on  water  course*  supposed  to  be  btnocfaes  of 
the  Columbia  river. 

J.  No  trader. 

K.  L.    M.    N. 

O.  Not  known,  but  from  the  position  of  ihair 
ooHOtry  aoppoaed  to  abound  In  animals  umilai  to 
ibose  mentioned  ia  page  1071,  O. 

P.  a.    R. 

S.  Still  less  is  known  of  tbeae  people,  or  their 
cOuhtty.  The  water  courses  on  which  (her  re- 
side, are  supposed  to  be  braiaehea  of  the  Coim- 
bta  rivet.    Tbey  are  wandering  nations. 

A.  Flatheads. 

B.  Tot-aefr^&s. 

C.  Fiaf-head  lodians. 


I.  On  the  west  side  of  a  large  river,  lyiai 
of  the  Rocky  mountains,  and  running  norii , 
posed  to  be  the  south  fork  of  the  Colombia  rivet. 


lying  waM 
north,  np- 


J.  No  trader. 
K.  L.    M.'   «. 
'O.  See  page  1071,  O. 
P. 
d.  Defensive  war  with  the  Uiaetatea.  ■ 


these  people  has  been  received  from  the  Mineta- 
rev,  wtio  have  extended  their  Wat  excorsians  aa 
fhr  weEiterly  at  that  nation,  of  whom  they  have 
made  several  priscmers,  and  brought  them  with 
them  to  their  villages  on   the  Missouri.     These 

Srisoners  hare  been  seen  by  the  Frenchmen  rest- 
ing in  this  neighborhood.  Tba'  Minetares  state, 
that  this  nation  resides  in  one  village  on  the  west 
side  of  a  large  and  rapid  river,  wbich  nina  Trom 
south  to  oorib,  along:  the  foot  of  the  Rocky  mount- 
ains on  their  west  si d^  and  that  this  river  passes 
at  a  small  distance  from  the  three  forks  of  the 
Missouri.  That  the  country  between  the  mount- 
ains and  the  river  is  broken,  hot  on  tbe  opposite 
side  of  ibe  river  it  is  an  eiieasive  open  plain, 
witli  a  number  of  barren,  sandy  hills,  irregularly 
distributed  over  its  stirface  as  »r  as  the  eye  can 
reach.  They  are  a  timid,  inoffensive,  and  daeace 
less  people.  Tbey  are  said  to  poiaess  an  abid- 
ance of  horses. 
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A.  ALIATANS. 


8»«»4rfl,  uid  I'-t-ku 


■C.  I    D. 


f  h«  moonuiDi  on  llie 
bwdenof  New  Max- 
ico,  uid  the  extennTe 
plllni  ml  the  hcadi  of 
thf  AtktBui  and  ft«4 


A.  ALIATANS— ContiniMd. 


J. 

K. 

L 

» 

N 

0. 

Sukalndiuu-       -       - 
Of  tha  W«t    -        - 

■s 

1 

1 

The  umii  witb  tha  F«U,  C.Uiuhiwi,  ud  PIm*. 
loot  ladiuii,  except  bofUoM ;  but  tltej  l^n,  ia 

ImmeDr^.t)titi..  rf  hon«.,  mnlee,  uk.,  bafiUo, 
dMr.«)k,bt«ckbeu,ind,l>igebu««j  tDd  id  tha 
nortlwnl  it^tiM  of  theii  coimlrT,  big  hom,  wid 
MiMonri  MitelopM,  with  ttuy  win.b  of  th*  fiu 

A.  ALIATANS.— Continued. 


Of  tlM  WMt 

UPk;e    - 


T  Hw  Palb' of  tha 


Handuu  and  Crow  Indiuu, 
■nd  all  tboN  irho  da  net 
attack  tbam. 


On  the  AAwou*,  h  bigh  npI)efeiuiTew»t  with  the  Oraat 
ai  poulbIa>  It  would  bet  and  Little  Ot»%tm,  Ptuia- 
bcat  that  it  ihould  be  weit  juque,  Kamts,  Pania  Pro- 
of the  lOaice  of  Ihi  Kan-  pet,  Pania  Republican, 
aaa,  if  it  iboDtd  be  necea-j  Pauia  I.oupf,  Ricaial,  and 
aaij  erea  to  aupply  it  Biouz. 
aome  diitance  by  land.      I 


8.  AuATAKB,  iSnake  Inditam.  Tbeae  are  n  Ter|  oamcrooa  and  weU  diipowd  pwple,  inbaUl- 
■Dg  B  woody  and  monniaioftua  Mantry;  ibey  are  divided  into  three  laTse  tribes,  who  wander  at  a 
BOniiderabke  diatanu  from  each  other;  and  are  called  b^  ibanuelrea  So-ao-na,  BoWbu-bar,  and 
I-a^ar;  thru  are  again  aubdirided  into  ainaller  tboogh  indepeodenl  banda,  the  namea«f  whielt  I 
hare  not|yet  learnt}  tliey  laiae  a  Dumber  of  ttaraes  and  mgles  which  they  trade  with  tha  Crow  Indi- 
ana, or  are  atolen  by  tha  oaliona  on  tbe<  eaai  of  them.  They  maiataia  a  partial  trade  with  the 
Spaaiardi,  from  whom  the  y  obtain  many  aitieln  of  clothing  and  iroQinoDgery,  bat  no  watlike  iik- 
plenent*. 
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OfOu  Wat.  These  people  also  lababit  a.  motia- 
Uinous  couniry,  and  sometimes  venture  in  the 

Sins  eiBi  of  the  Rocky  mouDtains,  abont  the 
id  of  the  Arkansas  river.  They  have.Biore  io- 
tcreourse  with  the  SpauiaRds  of  New  Mexico, 
than  the  Suke  ladiaas.  They  are  said  to  be 
vary  nameroua  and  warlike,  bat  are  badlv  armed. 
The  Spaniards  fear  these  people,  and,  iLerefore, 
take  Ibe  prBCamicnt  not  to  furnish  them  .with  any 
warlike  implements.  Id  their  present  unarmed 
atste,  they  frequently  commit  boetiliiies  on  the 
Spaniards.     Tbey  raise  a  great  many  horses. 

ha  Playet.  These  priacipally  inhabit  the  rich 
plains  from  the  head  of  the  Arkaasas,  embracing 
the  heads  of  Red  river,  and  eztendiog  with  the 
mountains  and  high  lands  aastnardly  as  far  aa  it 
is  knova  towards  the  Qulf  of  Mexico.  Tbey 
possess  no  fire  arnls,  but  are  warlike  .aBd  brave. 
Tbey  are,  as  well  as  the  other  Alialan^  a  wan- 
dering people.  Their  country  abouods  in  wild 
horses,  besides  great  nnmbera  which  tbey  raise 
themselve*.  These  people,  and  the  West  Alialant, 
might  be  induced  to  trade  wilb  ns  on  the  upper 
part  of  the  Arkansas  river.  I  do  not  believe  that 
any  of  the  Aliaians  claim  a  country  within  any 
particular  limits. 

ki  PBDik  PiqAe. 
B. 

G.  La  Paonee  Piqfle. 

D.  Pania  proper. 

E.  P.  O.  H.  I.  J.  K.  L.  M.  N.  O.  P.  a.  R. 

8.  These  people  hare  no  inlercoarse  with  the 
inbabiiaota  of  the  Itltoois ;  the  informaiioD,  there* 
fore,  which  I  have  been  enabled  to  obiaia,  with 
respect  to  ibem,  is  very  imperfect.  Tbey  were 
formerly  known  by  the  name  of  the  White  Panias, 
and  are  of  the  sanielBEnily  with  the  Panias  of  the 
river  Platte.  They  are  said  to  be  a  well  disposed 
people,  and  inhabit  a  fertile  country;  certain  it  is 
that  they  enjoy  a  delightful  climate. 

A.  Padoeaa. 


E,  F.  a.  IT.  I.  J.  K.  L.  M.  N.  O.  P.  O.  R. 

8.  This  once  powerful  nation  has,  apparedily, 
entirelv  disappeared  ;  every  inquirv  I  bare  made 
after  ikem  has  proved  laeffectual.  In  the  year 
1724,  they  resided  in  neverat  villages  on  the  heads 
of  the  Kansas  river,  and  could,  at  that  timp.  bring 
upwards  of  two  thousand  men  into  the  Geld  (sec 
Honsr.  Duprat's  History  of  Louisiana,  page  71. 
and  the  map  attached  to  that  work.)  The  infor- 
nmtloD  that  I  have  received  is,  that  being  oppress- 
ed by  the  nations  residing  on  the  Missouri,  they 
removed  to  the  upper  part  of  tbe  river  Platte, 
whera  thef  afterwards  Dad  but  little  inierEour^e 
with  the  white*.  They  seem  to  havagiren  name 
lo  the  Bortbem  brawtb  of  that  river,  which  is  stUl 
eallad  ibe  Paduca*  fork.    The  most  prabaUe  coo- 

Siture  is.  that  beitip  still  fattber  reie^ed,.  thev 
ve  dtvitied  iut*  anall  wander)n|  baDdsj  wbtoh 
•aiDmed  the  natHes  of  the  subdivisions  of  (he 


Fadu< 

under  the  appellation  of  Wetepahatoes,  ^iawas, 
Kanenavish,  Eatteka,  Dolame,  dtc.  who  atiU  ia- 
habit  the  couniry  to  which  tbe  Padneas  ars  said 
to  bare'removed.  Tba  majority  of  my  iafonna- 
lion  led  me  to  belian  that  ihosa  peaple  sfafce 
different  bagnagn  bot  other  and  subseqaent  ia- 
formatioD  has  induced  me  to  doubl  the  fact. 

Hiatorkal  ikottles  of  the  aevaKl  Indian  Tribes  u  Lata*- 
iu»,  south  of  the  Ai^ansaa  rivar,  and  bctweao  the 
Misnssippi  and  liver  Grand. 
C^niKiaiiEB,  live  aboal  thirty-five  miles  west 
of  tbe  main  branch  of  Red  river,  on  a  bayoa  ot 
creek,  called  bv  them  Sodo,  which  ia  navigaHe 
for  perc^nes  only  within  about  six  miles  of  tkdi 
village,  and  that  only  in  the  rainy  aeaaoa.  Tbey 
are  diataot  from  Natchitoches  about  one  bandied 
Hsd  twenty  miles,  the  nearest  route  by  land,  and 
in  nearlya  northwest  direction.  TheyhaTelired 
where  tbey  now  do  only  five  yean.  The  first 
year  tbey  moved  there  tbe  amall-pox  got  amongst 
them  and  destroyed  nearly  one  half  of  than-,  it 
was  in  the  winter  season,  and  tbey  practised 
plunging  into  the  ereekion  the  Snt  appenranee  of 
the  eruption,  and  died  ia  a  few  hours.  Two  yeait 
ago  tbey  had  the  mtasles,  of  which  sevctsl  more 
of  them  died.  They  formerly  lived  oo  the  tooth 
bank  of  ihji  river,  by  tbe  course  of  the  river  tbme 
hundred  and  seventy-fire  miles  higbcr  vdl  at  a 
beautiful  prairie,  which  has  a  clear  lake  ofgc    ' 


lyaiJeaa- 


weter  ii>  the  middle  of  it,  surrounded  by  a  . 
aikt  and  fertilaconatry,  which  had  been  the' reai- 
debce  of  their  anceviors-from  time  imuaaotiaL 
Tbey  hive  a  iraditimary  tale  which  not  only 
the  Gadrfos,  but  halfa  dozen  other  smaller  nationa 
believe  in,  who  claim  tbe  honor  of  being  descend- 
ants of  the  same  family:  they  say,  when  all  the 
woi^d  waa  drowned  by  a  flood  that  innndaied 
the  whole  c  ■     " 


The  Frenob,  far  many  years  befoie  KfoniaiM* 
was  transferred  to  Spain,  had,  at  this  place,  a  fott 
and  some  soldiers;  several  French  families  were 
likewise  settled  in  tbe  vicinity,  where  they  had 
erected  a  good  fiour  mill,  with  burr  atones  brongfat 
from  France.  These  Freoch  famtliea  continned 
there  till  about  tweniy-GTe  years  ago,  when  (her 
moved  down  and  settled  at  CampD,  on  tbe  Red 
river,  about  tweqiy  miles  above  Natebitoebes, 
tcbere  tbey  now  live ;  and  ike  ludians  left  ii  aboijt 
fourteen  years  ago,  on  account  of  a  dreadful  mck- 
ness  that  visited  them.  They  settled  on  a  river 
nearly  opposite  where  they  now  live,  on  a  low 
place,  but  were  driven  thence  on  aeeonot  of  its 
overdowing,  oeeasioged  bv  a  jwn  of  timbercbok- 
iDR  the  fiver  at  a  pniiH  belaw  them. 

Tbe  wbole  Damber  of  wbM  they  call  wanisra 
of  the  ancient  Caddp  nation,  is  now  reduced  to 
aboil  one  bondred,  yiho  are  looked  npon  ewe 
what  like  Kaighiacf  Malin,OTsomedistiBgaisb«d 
military  atder.  They  are  brare,  dvpisa  dawet 
or  death,  and  boast  that  they  have  nanr  a£>i 
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^wbiie  mu'i  blood.  BMide*  ihew,  ihew  «r8  of 
^old  meo  and  tirtogera  who  live  araongsi  thno, 
Marly  the  Nin«  nunber,  b«i  there  are  {any  or 
&(iy  moie  women  than  men.    This  nattea  h|« 

S'eat  inflnepec  orer  iba  Taiiaaocca,  Nandakoet, 
abadachet,  Iniea  or  YaohM»,NaMgdochea.Kr;^ 
ohiea,  Adaize  »u4  Natclnloabea,  lAe  alt  apMk  tbe 
CadAa  tangnage,  look  Mp  to  thaa  aa  tbeir  faifaera, 
Tiait  a«d  iaiatioaTry  aotoBg  tbem,  and  jmq  tben 
ta  all  their  wan. 

The  Caddoqaea  eomplain  of  tti«  Cboetawa  e»> 
eroBchiog  upon  tbcii  cowt^j  eall  them  lazy, 
tbiaTJah,  Ae.  There  kaa  beao  a  miHDderat^^ 
iag  betwMo  ikem  for  sevaral  jraan,  atri  amall 
haDliog  partiEs  kill  ooc  anoibar  when  tbef  mesL 

Tbc  Caddoa  raiis  com,  beaoa,  pampkiaa.  &(L, 
hK  tbe  land  oa  whiah  they  ttow  lire  ia  prairia,  of 
a  white  clay  aeil,  rerf  Oat;  ibeir  orapaare-Nit^l 
to  tnjury  either  by  too- vet  or  too-  dry  a  kmoh. 
They  have  boraai,  but  few  of  any  other  doaaeuk 
aoiul,  except  dogs :  noatof  them  baTe  nos-aad 
MDWhaTe  riflea:  LbeyaDdcIl  Mhcr  ladMBi  ttol 
wa  brre  any  knowleoga  'of,  at*  at  war  wilk  iha 


Osagea. 
Tbe  ec 


Toe  eouvtry,  psneraUy,  roond  the  Gvddoi  is 
billy,  DM  M^  rteti;  powtb  a  mixhirc  of  oak, 
hiekof  y  and  pine,  tntwaperacd  wilk  mine*,  wbieb 
aia  veay  ribb  nnnatiy,'  aad.  fit  for  eohiTatioo. 
Ther«  V9  craalts  aad  spring!  of  goilA  watei  fre- 
quent. 


, 1  fifty  milea  abave  Naiohipicb— 

Their  wlUg*  ia  in  a-kige  pnirie  akoiit  kalf  way 
kaiwaeA  the  CadoqtM*  and  Natebttoebea,  tw 
rannded  by  a  tettkineat  of  FrMcb  &aailie*.    Tbe 


BpaaiahCtoracaaaeptatpreaeat  •mfelse  jwiadiA- 
ttoa  nta  An  letllement,  where  tbey  keep  a  naid 
of  a  D<m-oo«ami*«oned  dKeerand  eisbt  aofdierf^ 
A  fcwBontha  ago,  ib»Caddo.ehierwiifa  a  few 
of  hisyouiig  nwD  1 — -'  ■ 


I  comis^  U 


the  Mtial  Toad. 
Tbe  Spaniah  officer  <tf  the  gaard  tbcaaUasd  to 
aiop  tfaeiB  from  trading  wttb  ibe  ABeriUDii  and 
told  tbe  ebief  jf  be  rtlarHd  that  way  wjib  the 
goods  fie  ahould  take  tbem  from  him :  Tbe.ehief 
and  bia  partr  were  rery  aogry.  aod  threateoed  to 
hilitba  whoia  gond,  aod  told  then  thftt  ihalroad 
itad  beea  alwayi  theirs,  and  tbal  if  tbe  £paaiarda 
attempted  to  prenot  their  umg  it  aa  ihmr  aaeea* 
lOa  bad  aJwAya  deiie^  he  would  bdod  make  it  a 
Uoedy  voad.  He  oame  fane,  purobaBcd  the  goode 
iiewBatsd,  Bitd  might  bare  rcluTaed«ao(barway 
aod  avoided  the  B^aoiah  guard,  and  was  advised 
to  do  BO}  but  he  taid  he  woold  paaa  by  them,  and 
let  ihcm  aUempt  to  Map  him  if  ibey.  darad.  Tbe 
g«ard  said  sotbing  to  hint  aa  h«  reinned. 

This  settlemeai,  till  some  few  years  ago,  need 
to  betoDg-to  tb«  diatnut  of  Katcbtiocbes,  aM  ibe 
rigbte  to  their  htodi  given  by  tbe  goveromeat  of 
I^uiaiana,  before  ii  wan  ceded  to  Spai*.  Ita  dow 
beiag  nsder  the  government  of  Teias,  waa  only 
an  agraemont  between  tkeeomnaandantof  Nalch- 
itoelies,aadtlMeoinoMiadaatofNaoagdochea..The 
Frenob  formerly  had  a  station  and  faetory  tbei^ 
•■d  netkai  on  tbc  Sabine  rivea,  saatly  one  Jmik- 


is.  wi 
■IT,  HDd  are  occasionally  vla- 
tbe  greatest  harmony — have 


dred  miles  Dortbveai  of  the  Bayou  Pierre  setite- 
inent.  The  Yaitassaes  aow  »ay  the  Freoeh  used 
to  be  their  people,  and  now  the  Americans. 

Balof  ibeaDcieol  Yaiiasaees  there  are  but  eight 
men  rantaiaiag.  and  twenty-five  women,  be>idaa 
children  j  but  a  nambar  of  men  of  other  oaiioaa 
have  intermarried  with  ihetN  and  live, together. 
I  paidavisita^theiivillagelaMstHamer.  Thet* 
were  abotu  forty  man.  of  tbem  altogether.  Their 
origiaat  language  diSWra  fion  aity  other,  but  now 
all  speak  Caddo.  They  live  on  rich  land,  raiso 
plenty  of  corn,  beans,  pumpkios,  tobacco,  A«.( 
have  henai,  cattle,  hogs,  end  poultry. 

Namdakocs,  live  on  the  SaDine  river,  sixty  or 
seventy  mjles  to  the  westward  of  the  .Yaitsssees, 
near  where  the  Preach  formerly  had  a  station 
and  faclory.  Their  language  ia  Caddo — about 
forty  mpu  only  of  them  remaining.  A  few  years 
ago  [bey  suffered  touch  by  the  amall-poz.  Ther 
consider  themselves  Ibe  samees  Oaddos,  witn 
whom  they  inietmar 
iiing'oDesooCherin 
the  aottie  man  nets,  customs;  aod  attachmeats. 

A«Aizii,  live  aboai  forty  miles  from  Natebito- 
e&e»,  below  tbe  Yanasseetf,  on  a  lake  called  Lae 
MaedoB,  wbich  communicaies  with  the  divtaioU 
of  Red  river  that  passe*  by  Bayou  Pierre.  'Thay 
ttwatgOr  Dcnwfaerr  their  aaccaion  have  lived 
fron  lime  inmMiorial.  Tbey  beia^  tbe  nearcat 
Datiqti  to  the  old  Spanish  fort,  oi  nussioa  of  Ad- 
aixe,  tliM  pUee  waanamed'afMr  them,  being  abwrt 
twenty  viieifrom-dMai  tothaseatb.  There  an- 
■ow  but  twenty'  ibe«  oi-tkeoi  renafaisg,  but  mM» 
women.  -Tbetr  kaguagedifietsfromall  otben, 
and  iisodliffleiJtK»'«peakor  nnderatand,  Ibat  a* 
natKM  earn  apeab  tea  words  of  it;  bat  tbey  «U 
arntk  Caddo,  aod  moat  of  (hem  PAmoh,  to  whata 
thcV'  were  atways  aiiaehed,  and  joined  them 
aMUDsttb*  Natchez  hdiBM.  -After  ihamaasaoMk 
o(  Natehes,  in  1798,  while  the  Spaniards  ooenpied 
the  poat  of  Adaiaei'tbeir  prieata  »ok  muehpaiaa 
to  pioeelf te .  ihaaa  Indians  to  the  Roman  Catb- 
olie  religiai),  but,'!  am  informed^  were  totally 
nniueceMftil. 

Aliohk,  (comm on Iv  called  Ej/eith,)  live  near  N«> 
cDgdo<d|et,  bnt  ve  almoal  estincr  as  a.uation,  iwi 
note  thM  twenty-five  aeula  of  tbem  niaainiog. 
Four  yeara  ago  the  small- pozJeslroyed  tb^gteator 
partoi  Ibem.  They  were,aameyearsago,aeoii- 
siderftUe  nndcHi,  and  lived  on  a  bayou  vbich  beam 
their  name,  wbub  >he  road  from  Natchitoches  to 
Nacogdocbes,  crosaes,  about  twelve  miles  west  of 
Sa&ipe  river,  on  which  a  few  French  and  Ameri- 
»a  families  are  settled.  Their  native  laosuage 
ia  spokea  by  no  Qiber  natioo,  but  they  speak  and 
nndentand  Caddo,  with  whom  ibey  are  in  amity* 
often  visiting  one  another. 

Kbtso,  m  KaycBtas,  live  on  tbe  eaai  bank  of 
Trinuy  river,  a  small  diitlaace  above  where  ih* 
Toad-fron  Naiobiiof  bea  to  Sl  Aotoina  ci 


There  a/e  of  ihem  sixty  men — have  their  peculiar 
oativs  language,  bul  mostly  now  speak  Caddo, 
intermury  with  them,  and  live  together  in  muck 


barnuMiy,  /ormerly  having  lived  near  ihani^  o% 
Ibe  bcni^waiM*  of  the  SaKne.    Tbey  pUitt  oom. 
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Imn.orTACHiM,  (ealM  tDdiffcTenily  by  both 
Minei.)    Prom  ibe  litter  name,  the  Dame  of  the 

troriDce  of  Tachns,  or  Taitii  is  derired.  The 
lies  lire  about  iweotf  miles  Trom  Natcbitochei, 
on  ■  imall  river,  a  branch  of  Sabio^  called  the 
Naebcs.  Tbcjr  are,  lik«  ail  their  oeighbor*,  di- 
niniabiaf ;  bat  hare  dow  eighir  men.  Their 
•ocestora,  for  a  loag  lime,  tired  where  they  now 
4o.  Their  language  the  same  u  that  of  ibe  Cad- 
do*^ wilh  whom  Iher  are  in  great  amitjr  The«e 
Indiaiw  haTeagoodcharaeler,  live  on  excellent 
Uod,  and  raite  corn  to  mII. 

NABBDACHaa,  lire  on  the  wett  side  of  the  lame 
rirer.  about  filtecn  milei  above  them  ;  have  aboi)! 
the  aame  namher  of  men ;  sneak  the  same  lan- 
fuage;  live  on  the  but  of  land;  raise  coro  in 
plenty  ;  hare  the  tame  manDera,  customs,  and 
attach  meal*. 

BaDiDxa,  are  on  the  Triuily  rirer,  about  sixty 
mile*  to  the  south  of  Naeogdocbei;  hare  one 
hundred  men;  are  good  huaiers  for  deer,  which 
are  rery^Urge  and  pTeaty  about  them ;  plaot,  and 
make  good  crops  of  corn  ;  languBge  differs  l>om 
all  other,  but  speak  Caddo  i  are  a  peaceabls,  quiet 
people,  and  hare  an  excellent  character  for  hoi)- 
eiiy  and  punelualiiy. 

AoooKBeawa.— Their  ancieat  idwd  and  priiMi- 
pal  place  of  residence,  it  on  the  west  aide  of  Cot- 
oTMo,  or  Rio  Roage,  about  two  huodred  milea 
aouihwest  of  Naeogdoehes,  but  ofteo  tbange  their 

etee  of  residenee  for  a  scusn.  Being  aeai  the 
J,  make  great  tiM  of  fish,  oyitcn,  £0. ;  kill  ■ 
yraat  many  deer,  which  are  the  lai-geit  arid  fatlHi 
la  the  proriRce ;  and  their  country  is  anirenally 
Mid  to  beioferior  (0  no  pnt  of  the  provioee  io 
■all,  growth  of  timber,  goodoesi  of  waier.  and 
beatity  of  surface  ;  hare  a  language  peculiar  to 
theaeelre^  but  hare  a  mode  of  comnntDtcation 
by  dmnb  ei^na,  which  they  all  nndersiand ;  nnm- 
W  about  eiffhty  men.  Thirty  or  forty  years  ago 
Che  Spaoiarus  had  a  mission  here,  but  broke  it  up, 
or  morad  it  to  Naoo^doehea.  They  talk  of  reaei- 
tliog  it,  aod  speak  in  the  highest  terma  of  the 
•ouDtry. 

HAraa,  live  on  a  large  ereek  called  St.  Qabriel, 
on  the  bay  of  8l  Bernard,  near  the  mouth  of 
Onadaloupe  rirer ;  are  estimated  at  two  hundred 
men;  nerer  at  peace  with  the  Spaniards,  towards 
whom  they  are  said  to  possess  a  fixed  hatred  but 
profess  great  friendship  for  the  French,  to  whom 
tber  bare  been  strongly  attached  since  Mont,  de 
Salle  landed  in  their  neighborhood.  The  place 
where  there  is  a  talk  of  the  Speniards  openiag  a 
lew  port  and  makinga  settlement,  is  near  them; 
where  the  party,  with  the  Oovernor  of  San  Ao- 
loine,  who  were  there  last  fall  to  examine  it,  say 
they  found  the  remains  of  a  Prench  btoek-hoase. 
Some  of  the  cannon  now  at  Labahie,  are  said  to 
hare  been  brought  from  ibat  place,  and  known  by 
the  engreriogs  now  to  be  seen  oti  them 

The  French  speak  highly  of  these  Indians  for 
their  extreme  kindness  and  hospitality  to  all 
Frenchraea  who  hare  been  amongst  them — hare 
a  language  of  their  own.  bui  speak  Aitakapa, 
which  ii  the  language  of  uieir  neighbon,  the  Ca- 


9,  a  way  of  eooecr- 


rankouBS ;  they  have,  likes 
sing  by  algns. 

CABANXOoae,  tire  ott  an  island  or  peaiBaola.  ia 
the  bay  of  St.  Bernard,  in  leogth  about  Fen  milea 
and  fire  in  breadth  ;  the  soil  is  extremely  rich  Btia 

tieasant ;  oti  one  side  of  which  there  is  a  bwh 
luff,  or  moaniain  Df-coal,  whTeh  has  been  on  fire 
for  many  years^  affording  always  a  light  at  night, 
and'  a  strong,  thick  smoie  by  day,  by  which  vee- 
sels  ar^  sometimes  decetred,  and  toai  on  ihe  shoaly 
eoait,  which  shoaU  are  aaid  to  extend  nearly  ont 
of  light  of  land.  From  ibis  homi  w  coal  ifaera  is 
emitted  a  -gummv  •nhatance  the  Spaniards  call 
duta.  which  ia  thrown  on  the  shore  by  the  a«rf| 
and  collected  by  them  in  ennridemUa  qnaatitiea, 
wbkh  they  are  fond  of  chewing;  it  haa  the  ap- 
pearance and  consistence  of  pitch,  of  a  atroNg 
aromatic,  and  not  disagreeable  smelL  Thcae  la- 
diani  are  irreconcilable  enemiec  to  the  Spaniard^ 
always  at  war  with  thtm,  nod  kill  (ben  whea- 
eve»  they  ean.  The  Spnniarda  call  thMo  canni- 
bals, but  ibe  French  give  cbem  a  dillereat  charae- 
terj  who  hare  ahrays  be«a  treated  kindly  by  tham 
since  Monsieur  de  Salle  and  hia  party  were  in 
(beir  neighborhood.  They-  are  nid  to  bn  f  re 
hundred  tneaatroni,  bni  I  have  not  beeaableto 
estimate  their  nnoKwra  from  any  rery  aeeorate 
information  ;  in  a  short  time  expect  to  be  wall  in- 
formed.   They  speak  the  Attakapa  lancoafe,  are 


friendly  *i 


ley  ntcak  the 

, kiDO  to  all  other  Indians,  and,  I  pre- 

tume,  are  mneh  likcidl  others,  notwiitntandin^ 
what  Ihe  Spaniards  say  of  them,  for  natore  u 
everywhere  tbe  same. 

Last  summer  an  old  Spaniard  came  to  bm  from 
Lsbahic,  a  jonrney  of  about  fire  fcaodied  milea, 
to  hare  a  barbed  arrow  taken  onvof  hia  ahoolder. 
that  one  of  th«ae  Indiana  had  aboi  ia  it.  1  fa«nd 
it  under  hiH  shoulder  Made,  near  oioe  inehea,  aod 
had  to  cat  a  new  pinsa  10  get  at  tha  point  of  it,  in 
Older  10  get  it  ont  the  contrary  way  froia  that  in 
which  it  had  eKWred.  )(  wns  made  of.  a  piece  of 
an  iron  hoop,  with  wings  like  ■  flake,  and  an  tacbc 

Caxcbb,  are  a  rery  nnmettun  nation,  c— ~' 


ing  of  a  great  many  different  trlbea,  oeenpyiag 
different  parts  of  the  oonnlry,  from  the  hay  of 
St.  Benwrd,  actoas  rirer  Orand,  towarda  La  Ver 


Cruz.  They  are  not  friendly  to  the  Spaittarda, 
aOd  generally  kill  them  whca  they  have  an  oppoi^ 
Innity.  They  are  anached  to  the  Freaeh ;  an 
good  hunters,  principally  n>tng  the  bow.  They 
rery  particular  in  their  drets,  which  is  mada 
»t)v  dressed  leather;  thewomea  waaraloag, 
:  robe,  resembling  thai  of  a  Franciscan  friar  ; 
nothing  but  their  heads  and  feet  are  Io  be  aecn. 
""  e  dreis  of  the  men  is  straight  leoiber  legging^ 
:ml)ling  pantaloons,  and  a  leather  hantinf 
shirt,  or  froelc.  No  estimate  can  ha  made  of  tbair 
number. 

Thirty  or  forty  years  ago  tbe  Spaniarda  need  Io 
make  slaves  of  them  when  they  could  take  them. 
A  considerable  number  of  them  were  brau^t  to 
Natchitoches  and  sold  to  the  French  inhabiianu 
forty  or  flfiy  dollars  a  head,  and  a  nvmber  of 
im  are  still  liriog  here,  but  are  now  free.  About 
twenty  yeara  ago, an  order  «ame  from  tbeKtngof 
Spain  that  no  more  Indiana  ahoold  be  made  ^TW 
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I  apinning. 
istbold  al- 


and tboBe  tb*i  were  iUtcs  should  be  emancipaied ; 
after  which,  some  of  the  women  who  h«d  "been 
serTBiits  ID  good  families,  and  taught 
Hwiag,  &e.,  as  well  aa  roanigiDg  hoD! 
fain, married  maiilSs of  thecoUDtrj,Biid  becai 
KBpMtable  wetl-behaied  womep.  ftnd  have  now 

ErowiDg  up,  decent  familiee  of  children— hare  a 
nguBge  peculiar  to  themselves^  and  are  under- 
stood by  signs,  by  all  others.  '  They  are  in  amitf 
with'  all  other  Indiani  except  the  Hi^tans. 

Takiuwits,  (Or  T^NKi  as  the  French  call 
them,}  have  no  Itnid,  nor  claim  the  ezclusire  right 
to  any,  n6r  hare  any  particolar  place  of  abode, 
but  ire  always  moTJog,  alieroalelj  occDpyingihe 
eonntry  watered  by  the  Trinity,  Brazos  and  Col- 
orado, towards  Santa  Fe.  Re$eroble,  in  their 
dress,  the  Oaaces  and  Hietans,  but  all  in  one 
horde  or  tribe.  Their  number  of  men  is  esti- 
mated at  abont  two  hundred  ;  are  good  'hunters ; 
kill  bafialo  and  deer  with  the  bow ;  bare  the  best 
breed  of  horses ;  are  nlteraalely  frienjs  and  en- 
emies of  the  Spaniards.  An  old  trader  lately 
inforcced  me  that  he  had  received  five  thousand 
deer-skins  from  them  in  one  year,  exclusive  of 
tallow,  rug»,  HTid  tongues.  They  plant  nothing, 
but  lire  upon  wild  fruiti  and  flesh — are  strong. 
athletic  people,  and  eiceKeni  honemen. 

Tawakbnoeh,  or  Thbeb  CiNds.— They  are 
called  by  both  naiiSe^  indiSerently ;  live  on  the 
west  side  of  the  Brazos,  but  are  often,  for  some 
months  ai  a  time,  ioVer  down  than'  their  usual 
place  of  residence,  io  the  great  prairie  at  the  Tor- 
tuga  OT  Turtle,  called  so  from  its  being  a  hill  in 
the  prairie,  which,  at  a  distance,  appears  in  the 
form  of  a  lOrlle,  upoo  which  there  are  snmere- 
marlroble  springs  of  water.  Their  usnual  resi 
dence  is  about  twa  handred  miles  to  the  westward 
of  Nacogdoches  towards  Santa  Fe.  They  are 
estinkaied  at  two  haiidred  tnen  :  are  eoo'd  hunters'; 
fakre  gans,  bat  hnnl  principally  with  the  bow; 
■re  supplied  with  goods  from  Nacogdoches,  and' 

?iy  fbt  Ihem  in  rugs,  tongues,  tdUow,  and  skins. 
hey  speak  the  same  language  of  the.  Panis,  or 
Towiaehes;  aud  pretend  to  have  descended  froiH 
the  sailie  ancestors. 

Pahis^  or  TgwiAOBEi.— The  French  cftll  them 
Panis,  and  the  Spaniards  Towiacbes;  the  U tier 
istheproperlndianname.  They  live  on  thesouth 
tank  ttf  Red  river ;  by  the  course  of  the  river  up- 
wards ofSOOmilesaboveNatchiiocheSjandbyiand, 
W  the  nearest  path,  is  estimated  at  mltout  340, 
Tbey  have  (wo  towns  near  tOKTiher;  the  lower 
town,  wherethe  chief  lives,  js  called  Nitehata,and 
the  other  is  caHed  Towaahach.  They  csll  iheic 
piesent  chief  the  Great  Bear.  Th'^ev  are  at  wa/ 
with  the  Spaniards,  but  friendly  to  those  French 
and  American  hunters  who  havelately  been  amotig 
Ihetn.  They  are  lihewiae  at  w^r  with  the  Osages, 
aaareevery  otber  Dation.  For  rosny  hundreds  of 
miles  round  theni  Ihe  ceuntry  is  rich  pmirie,  cov- 
ered with'luxurisnt  grass, which  isgree 
and  winter,  with  skirts  of  wood  on  iheri 


r  bank. 


by  (he  springs  ud  creek! 

They  have  many  horses  and  mules.  They  raise 
Borb corn,  pumpkiba,  beansand  tobacco,  then  they' 
Want  for  their  oira  consomption  j  the  surpliisagfe 


they  exchange  with  the  Hietans  for  buKlo  ruga 
horses  and  mules:  the  pumpkins  they  cut  round 
in  their  shreads,  and  when  it  is  in  a  ftlite  of  dry- 
ness'that  it  is  so  tough  it  wilt  not  break,  but  bend, 
they  plait  and  work  it  into  large  mats,  in'which 
state  they  sell  it  to  the  Hielans,  who  as  ihey  travel, 
ent  off  and  eat  it  as  they  want  it.  Their  tobacco 
th«y  mannfsctare  and  cut  as  fine  as  tea,  which  ia 
put  into  ttatber  bags  of  a  certain  size,  and  is  like- 
wise an  article  of  trade.  They  have  but  few  guna, 
and  very  little  kmmuajtion ;  what  they  have  they 
keep  for  war,  and  bant  with  the  bow.  Tfaeit 
meat  is  principally  buflhln;  seldom  kill  a  deer, 
though  tney  are  so  plenty  they  come  into  their 
villages,  arrd  about  their  nouses,  like  a  domestie 
animal :  elk,  bear,  wolves,  antelope  and  wild  hog* 
are  likewise  plenty  in  their  country,  and  white 
rabbity  or  hares,  as  well  as  the  eoiamon  labit; 
white  bearssometimes  Comedown  amongst  them, 
iind  wolves  of  all  colors.  Tht  meg  generally  go 
eirtirely  naked,  and'tbe  women  nearly  so,  only 
wearing  a  small  flap  of «  piece  of  a  skfn.  They 
have  a  nnmber  of  Spaniards  amongst  ihem,  of 
fair  complexion,  Mken  from  the  settlement  of 
Santa  Fe,  When  tbey  were  children,  who  live  as 
Ibey  do,  and  hafe  no  knowledge  of  where  they 
came  from.  Their  language  differs  from  that  ot 
any  other  nation,  (be  Tawokenoeseicepted,  Their 
present  number  of  men  is  estimated  at  about  400. 
A  great  nnmber  of  them,  foar  years  ago,  were 
swept  off  by  the  small  por, 

HiETAHB,  or  CoHAKoRfis,  wbo  are  likewise 
called  by  both  names,  hare  a  fixed  place  of  resi- 
dence; D&ve  neither  towns  nor  villages;  divided 
into  BO  many  diSerent  hordes  or  tribes,  that  they 
have  scarcelvany'kDOwlrdge  of  one  another.  No 
estimate  of  their  nnmber  can  well  be  made.'  They 
never  remain  in  tht  same  place  more  than  a  few 
day[s,  bnt  follow  the  buffalo,  the  ftesh  of  which  ia 
their  prtncipai  food.    Some  of  them  occasionally 

Eurchrise  of  the  Panis,  oom,  b«ans  and  pumpkins; 
ut  they  are  so  qutnerons,  any  quantity  of  these 
brtieles  the  Panis  are  able  to  supply  them  with, 
must  make  boi  a  small  proportion  of  their  food. 
They  have  (ents  made  of  neatly  dressed  skini, 
fashioned  in  form  of  a  cone,  sufficiently  roomy  for 
a  family  of  ten'  or  twelve  persons  ;  those  of  (be 
chiefs  wilt  contain  oecaaianally  Bfty  or  sixty  ptt' 
sod".  When  they  slop,  their  tents-are  pitched  in 
very  exact  ocder,  so  as  to  form  regular  streeu  aad 
squates,  wfafcb  in  afew'  robules  has  the  appear- 
ance of^a  (own,  raised,  as  itwere,  hy-enchantmetit; 
and  they  are  t^uatly  dexterous  in  striking  their 
tedi*  and  preparing  for  a  ttiareh  when  (be  signal 
is  given  ;  to  every  tent  two  horses  or  mules  are 
allotted,  one  to  carry  the  lent,  and  aat^ther  the 
poles  or  sticks,  which  are  neatlymade  of  red  cedar; 
ihey  all  travel  on  horseback.  Thetr  horses  they 
never  turn  loose  to  graze,  hut  always  keep  them 
tied  witha  long  cabras  or  halter ;  and  every  two 
of  three  days  they  are  (Aliged  to  move  on  acconol 
of  all  the  grass  near  them  being  eaten  up,-  they 
have  such  numbers  of  horses.  They  are  eood 
horsemen  and  ha*^  goot)  horses,  most  of  wnich 
are  bred  by  themselves,  a  ndbeicgaccustomed  from 
When  Very  young  to  be  bwtdled,  tbey  an  retnaihy 
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aUv  docile  and  saotle.  Tber  •ometiioea  cftlcb 
.  wird  bon«,  wbicLiie  erecy  where  kraoogst  them 
ia  icaiaeDM  drorei.  They  bust  down  tba  buf- 
ftlooQ  boraeback,  and  bifl-tbem  eitbei  wiib  (be 
bow  or  A  Ebsrp  stick  like  ■  spear,  wbicb  tbe;  urtv 
IQ  iliBir  btndB.  Tbajr  are  ^eaenlly  at  wu  vith 
tbe8pa[iUnU,of^ncoiB[ii(ttingdeprediiioaaupoii 
the  iababiuntsofBaDUFe  ud  St.  ADtoioe;  but 
bave  alwayibcen  fii^dlf  and  civil  to  any  Frracb 
orAmerieBtuwbobaTebeeaaraoDgstibein.  They 
ate  itroof  and  athletic,  andob*  eldetiy  toen  as  fat 
W  thongb  tjhey  bad  iired  Jipoa  Bogluh  beef  aod 
porter,       . 

b  is  *aid  tbat  tbe  man  who  kills  a  buffalo, 
catcbe«. the  blood  and  drinksilwhtlevana;  they 
likewise  eat  the  liverraw^  before  it  ia  gold,  and 
nsa  the  gall  by  way  of  sauce.  Tbey  are,  for 
aarages,  uDostaniODty  cleanly  in  tbair  peruiD  :  the 
diemof  the  woqieu  isa  long  loose  robe,  that  reaches 
fsom  their  chin  to  the  ground,  tied  round  with  a 
fancy  aash.  or  girdle,  all  Oiade  of  neatly  dressed 
teatber,  on  which  tbey  paint  Genres  of  differeat 
colors  and  sisniflcatioos :  the'  dress  of  [be  mes 
is,  close  lealber  pantaloooi,  and  a  baotiug  sbirt, 
or  frock  of  theetme.  Tbey  Qerer  remain  Ioqj; 
eusugh  in  tbe  ■■me  place  to  plaat  aDylhing;  the 
ataairoayeoDe  pepper  grows  spoi^innEously  in  the 
AOUBtry,  with  which,  and  sonie  wild  herb*  and 
fraits,  particularly  a  bean  thai  grows  in  great 
plettiy  OQ  a  staall  tree  resembling  a  willow,  called 
maskelo;  riie  women  cook  their  bufiiiio  beef  in  a 
manner  ihat  would  be  grateful  to  en  E^^tiih 
■quire.  They  altecnatilr  occupj'  tbe  immense 
■pace  of  conntry  from  tae  Trinity. and  Btazos, 
crasaing  the  Red  ri^er.  le  the  beads  of  Arkansa 
«Bd  Missouri,  to  riKei  Cjrand.and  beyoudil,aboat 
Santa  Fe,  and  orer^be  dividioK  ridge  on  tbe  wa- 
len  of  tin  Weaiern  Oeeav,  vhere  tbey  say  tbey 
ha:ee  aeen  large  perogues,  with  masts  to  ;b<tn ;  in 
deacrihio^  wEicn,  tbejr  make  a  drawing  of  a  ahiiv 
.vitb  all  III  Mils  and  riggiag ;  aad  tbey  deauifae  a 
idaoe  irlx'e  tbey  bare  seeo  ressda  aaeeading  a 
river,  over  wbicb  was  ^  driw-bi idga  tbaf  opened. 
to  fpift  ibem  a  pauage.  Tbeir  naiin  Uaguage 
of  souada  difleraj'rom  the  language  of  V>J  other 
oaiioDj  and  none  can  either  «pea£  or  aadaraiand 
itf  but  tbe;  hare  a  language  b^sigaa  tbat  all  In- 
diana understaBdt.aod  by  which  ibey  con?erse 
much  among  ibemselfcs.'  Tbey  havaa  number 
b(  Spanish  men  and  women  among  tbemf  who 
•re  slaro,  and  who  tbey  made  ptiwaars  when 
foung. 

An  elderly  goitlemMi  now  living  at  nalaliit«- 
«bc*  wbo,  snne  years  ago,  carried  oa  a. trade  wilti 
tbe  Hi^tao^afew  days  ago  related  to  me  tbs  foli- 
lojring  story : 

AboiH  t>venty  years  ago  a  party  of  these  la- 
diaac  paned  ever  the  rLrer  Grand  to  Cbewawa, 
the  residence  of  tbe  Governor  Qeneral  ol  what  i^ 
called  tbe  fit a.iotvnal  provinces  ^  lay  in  ambush 
for  an  opportunity,  and  made  prisoner  the  Oov- 
einor's  daughter,  a  young  lady,  golne  ta  bet  eoacb 
to  mass,  and  braagfat  bera£  The  Qovemor  sent 
a  menage  tobim  (my  infarmant)  wiiba  thooeand 
doUBia,rQr  the  purpose  of  recoverinn:  his  daughter  1 
•..  . "-.tcly  dtcpatebed  a  ceaadential  trader 


then  in  his  employ,  with  the  amount  of  the  ooc 
tboasand  dollars  in  mercbandiae,  who  repaired  tg 
the  nation^  found  her,  and  purchased  hertmosomi 


lowing  message :  that  tbe  Indians  had  di^gured 
her  face  by  lattooingit  according  to  tbeir  Eaacj 
mod  ideas  of  beauty,  and  a  young  man  of  them 
bad  taken  her  for  bis  wiie,  by  wbom  she  beUeved 
herself  pregnant ;  that  she  had  become  reoonciled 
tg  their  .mode  of  life,  and  was  well  Ire^ed  by  her 
husband  i  and  tbat  she  should  te  more  unhappy  by 
returning  to  her  father,  under  these  ciicniBxtaAce^ 
than  by  remaining  where  she  was.  Which  mea- 
aag«  was  conveyed  to  ber  father,  who  rewarded 
the  trader  by  a  present  of  ihrM  tbouaand  dollars 
more  for  his  trauDkaDd6deIiiy  ;  andkisdaogbta 
is  now  living  with  her  Indian  hnsfaand  ia  the 
naiiop,  hy  wbom  she  has  three  children. 

NATcaiTOCBEB,  formerly  lived  where  tbe  town 
of  N«ichitocheB  IS  -now  aitualed,  which  tuelc  its 
name  from  them.  An  elderly  French  gaailemaa 
lately  informed  me,  he  remembered  when  they 
were  six  hundred  men  strong-  I  believe  Uianow 
ninety-eight  year*  since  tbe  French  Stat eoahUabed 
themselves  at  Natchitoefai  ever  since,  thcK  In- 
dians have  been  their  steady  and  faithful  friends. 
After  iba  maseacre  of  life  French  iahsbiiaott  of 
Natchez,  by  the  NaKbec  Indians,  in  1728,  ihoae 
ladiaoE  fl«i  from  tbe  French,  after  being  rein- 
forced,and  came  up  Red  river.and  camped  about 
six  mile*  below  the  town^f  Natichitoobes,  ne»i 
the  river,  by  the  side  of  a  small  lake  of  clear  water, 
and  erected  a  mound  of  considerable  size^wben 
it  now  remains.  Moo«ie«r  St.  Dennie,  a  FreKch 
Caaadiaa,  Was  then  commaadaQ  t  at  Naichitocb«a ; 
tbe  Indiana  called  him  the  Big  Foot,  wen  fond  of 
him,  for  be  was  a  brave  man-  Su  Dennie,  with 
a  few  French  aoldiers,  and  what  militia  be  coold 
mutter.joined  by  the  Natchitoches  iBdiknaatiack- 
ed  (be  natchea  in  their  cnnp,  early  in  the  morn- 
ing ;  tbey  defended  tbeEoulves  deapemiety  for  six 
hours,  bat  were  at  length  totally  defeaied  by  St. 
Denni.e,  and  what  of  (beta  tbat  were  dm  killed  ia 
battle,  were  drove  into  the  lake,  where  ihe  last  of 
them  piBri«had,  and  the  Natche^  aa  a  natiao,  be- 
camsextioct.  The  Uteis  now  called  b^BooUta 
name  than,  tbe  Natchez  Uke.  There  i*  aaw  re- 
maiuingof  the  riatchtioeheB,bui  twd««^wiiaad 
nineteen  women,  who  live  in  a  village  aboM 
twecLy-£ve  miles  by  land  above. the  town  whieb 
bears  tbeir  name,  near,  the  lake,..ealled  by  'be 
French  ^ic  de  ^ture.  Their  original  langaagu 
ia  the  aame  aa  the  Yattaaiea,  but  apeak  Caddw,  amA 
most  1^  thein  f  cencb. 

Tbe  French  inhabiiaats  hare  great  rawect  for 
this  nation,  and  a  nuD>ber  of  verf  decent  iMUliaa 
have  a  mixture  of  their  blood  lo  tbeDk  They 
claim  hutasmalltraciof  laadiOawhick  iMylire, 
aodj  am  informed,  hare  the  saaianghta  U  it  from 
Government,  that  other  inhabitants  m  their  ftcigb- 
borbood  have.  Tbeyarqgraduaily  wastingaway  i 
tbe  small-pox  baa  been  their  great  dotmyw. 
Th«y-stillfireserve  tbeir  Indian  ai^as  avd  hauls ; 
raisa  com  and  those  vagetabUs  ttmamoa  in  their 
aeighborbood. 
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BoLOSAB,  ue  emigrants  from  oear  PeanoDla. 
They  came  to  Red  tijei  aboul  fortv-twp  jetn 
■go,  wiib  some  Freaeh  fsoiilies,  vno  left  tint 
country  iboiu  I'be  time  PenMcola  was  taken  pos- 
sessioQ  of  by  the  English.  They  nere  then  a 
coDBJderable  numerous  tribe,  and  have  f^iierally 
embraced  the  Roman  Calholic  religion|and  w«e 
«Ter  bigblf  esteemed  by  the  Preneh.  They  set- 
tled first  at  AToyafl,  then  mored  higberup  to  Ra- 
eide  Bayan,  and  from  thence  to  the  nioDth  of 
ligulh  de  Bondieu,  a  dJTision  of  Red  rirer,  abuat 
forty  miles  below  Natehiioch,  wtere  they  nov 
|{v«,  and  are  reduced  lo  about  thirty  in  nunfber. 
Tlieit  natire  lati|^taage  is  necoliar  to  tbemselm, 
twl  speak  Miibilian,  which  is  spoken  by-all  the 
Indians  from  the  east  side  of  Missiatippi.  IPhey 
•re  honest,  hamleis  and  fi'ieadly  people. 

Ambkoaza,  areltkewiMemigrantsfrom  West. 
Plotida,  from  off  the  rirer  whosenametbey^bear; 
earae  over  to  Red  rirer  aboal  the  same  time  the 
Boluxas  did,  and  have,  ever  since,  tired  op  the 
river,  above  BayauB^pids.  '  NoDationhare  been 
more  highly  esteemed  by  Ilie  pTeach  inhabitants; 
BO  complaints  against  them  are  erer  heard ;  there 
are  only  fourteen  men  remaioi        ' 


Allibami  river,  and  came  to  Red  inci  auuui  mc 
■ametlma  of  the  Botiuas  and  Appalaches.  Part 
of  them  have  lived  on  Red  river,  about  sixleNi 
milw  ibon  tbcBayiD  Raplde,  tiU  last  year,'when 
tnoct  of  this  party,  of  about  tairty  men,  went  up 
Bed  river,  and  havfl  settled  themselves  near  ttia 
Caddoquas,  where,  I  am  informed,  tjiey  la«t  year 
made  K  gO^  orop  of  cftn.  Tt>a  Gaddoi  arc 
friendly  to  tnem,  and  have  do  objeaiion  to  (heir 
settling  tb«re..,  They  apeakthe  Creek  and  Chac- 
taw  languages,  .and  Mobtlian  ;  most  of  them 
French,  atta  some  of  tham  Eagliah. 

There  is  anoihw  party  of  ibem,  whose  village 
ia  «n  «  Btnail  creek,  iii  Appeloyra  district,  about 
iturty  miles  noKhi'est  (com  the  ahiu«h  of  Afip^ 
lovaa.  TtKr  coBsiU  «f  aboal  fgrt^  m^n.  Tb»j 
haTelife4ai  t))«  saine  piMe  aver  suic«  they  came 
from  Florida ;  are  *aid  to  be  increasing  a  little  in 
ntimbars,  for  a  few  years  pa«L  They  raiae  cora, 
b«(e  horsea,  bogs,  and  cattle,  and  w*-  barmlowi 
quiet  people. 

CoKOBATTAa,  are  akniM  the  awne  people  m 
tha  AUibamis,  bit  came  over  ealy  tea  yean  age} 
Grat  lived  on  Bayau  Cbioo,  iD.Appeloiwa  dlatrioi, 
Iwt,  four  year*  ago,  morad  to  the  river  Babima,^ 
settled  theotoelies  oa  the  esat  bank,  where  they 
ito.wliTe,in  newlyawnthJireetion  from  Natch-: 
tlock,  and  dift^t  about  eighty  iQiles.  They  call 
their  number  of  meli  one  onndred  and  sixty,  but 
•ay,  if  they  were  altogether,  their  would  aneuat 
K>  two  haadred.  Several  fanuli^oftbem  livein 
detached  settlements.  They  ar^  good  liuntera, 
and  game  is  p)e«iy  about  where  they  are.  A  few 
dayaago.  a  small  party  of  them  w«rs  hare,  con- 
sisting oi  fifieea  persona,- men-,  women,  and  chil- 
dren, who  >vere  on  iheir  reluip  from  a  bear  buv 
9f  Sabine.  They  told  me  they  bad  killed  one 
hundrad  and  eighteen ;  but  this  year  an  unaoa- 
mon  oamlMi  of  hea«  t^*«  coiw  <!««•.    .OtM 


man  alone,  on  Sabijie,  duting  the  Summer  and 
Fail,  huntuig,  killed  four  huodred  deer,  sold  his 
skias  ax  forty  dollars  a  hundred.  The  bears,  this 
year,  are  not  so  fat  as  common ;  thev  usually 
field  from  eight  to  twelve  galinns  of  aii,  eacb  of 
which  never  sella  for  less  than  a  dollar  a  gallon, 
and  ihe  skin  a  dollar  more ;  no  great  quantity  of 
ibe  meat  is  saved ;  what  the  hooters  don't  use 
when  out)  they  geoerally  give  to  their  dogs.  The 
Conchattas  ve  friendly  with  all  oihei  tpdiana, 
and  speak  well  of  their  neighbors  the  Carankooas, 
who,  itiey  say,  live  about  eighty  miles  south  «■ 
them,  QD  the  bay,  which  I  believe,  is  the  nearest 

Soint  lo  the  sea  from  Natchitoches.  A  few  fam- 
ies  of  ChaetftWB  hare  lately  settled  naat  them 
from  Bayao  fietuf.  The  CoDchaltasspeek  Creek, 
which  is  their  native  lat^aage,  and  Cnactaw,  and 
several  ofthem  EngiiBh,  and  one  or  two  of  diem 
Can  roadita  little.     ' 

Pacamm,  are  a  small  tribe  of  abQ,ut  thirty  liten, 
who  live  on  the  Q,aelqueehoe  river,  which  falls 
into  ^he  bay  between  Attakapa  and  Sibioe,  which 
beads  in  a  prairie,  called  Cooko  prairie,  ahoiK 
forty  miles  southwest  of  Natchitoches.  These 
people  are  likewise  eraigrnBts  from  West  Florida, 
alwut  forty  yeats  ago.  Their  village  is  about  fifty 
miles  southtasl  of  the  Cooehatias;  are  said  to  be 
increasii^  a  little  ia  number;  quiel,  peMeabl^ 
and  friendly  people.  Their  Awe  language  diSen 
fro9  any  other,  out  sp^k  Mqbiltaa- 

ATTaKAFAa.  Tbii  word,  lam  informed,  woes 
translated  into  English,  means  man  eater,  but  Is 
no  more  applicable  to  ibem  than  any  other  lor 
diani.  The  distdet  they  live  in  is  called  after 
them..  Their  village  i*  about  twenty  mi^  to  the 
westward  of  the  Atlakapa  church,  toward  auel- 
queihoe.  Their  vamber  of  men  is  about  fiftjr,  bitt 
some  TenicM  and  Hnmas,  who  have  mained  !■ 
Iheir.natioa  and  live  «ith  them,  makes  them  alto- 
gether about  eighty.  They  are  peacMhle  and 
friendlf  to  efetybody  t  l>hor,'0eoasiooally,  forthe 
white  inhabitents ;  raise  their  own  eora ;  have 
cattU  apd  hags.  Ttteit  language  and  Ihe  Oarwt- 
kooa*  is  the  sMna.  They  wpre,  or  aear,  whn* 
they  mnr  live,  trhen  that  part  of  the  oowriry  vaa 
first  diatoveied  by  the  Freaeh. 

ArrAUXBiB.  it  is  aahl  the  word  Appalowa, 
in  the  Ittditn  Ungmge,  (Mans  blaek  head,  oe 
blaek  sktUl.  They  «is  aborigines  of  the  distiiot 
oalled  by  their  >ame^  Their.village  is  atnut  fif- 
teen, mileS'  fr«m  the  Appelouw-  church  ;  have 
aboOt  forty  m«i».  Their  native  lasguaga  diim 
from  all  otb^r;'at>derttaad  Attakapa  and  speak 
Freneh;  plant  corn i  have  cattle  acid  hon 

ToMiOAa.-  These  peeple  lived  formerly  on  Aa 
Bayou  Tunica,  above  Point  Coupee,  «a  tbe  Mis> 
sissippi,ca*tsidai  live  now  at  Aror«lli  do  not 
at  prcseal  exceed  twenty-five  men.  TJiairaaiiTa 
language  ia  peeuliar  to  themseltea,  but  speak  Mo- 
bilian;  are  cmptoyed,  oecaaibnrfly,  by  tbeiahab- 
itants  as  boatmen,  ft«> ; .  in  amity  with  all  othei 
people,  aad  gfadnally  diminishing  ia  uDBbers. 

PaacA«oi.A8,  live  in  a  scaalT village  on  Red 
river,  about  sixty  miles  below  Natchitoehea;  are 
emigmtts  from  Pascagola  rker,  in  West  Florida ;    . 
'taMM|r-Ave  men  of  ilnm  otily  teoMtniag;  speak 
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Hobilian,  but  hare  k  language  peculinT  to  tb«m- 
■elves;  moxt  of  them  speak  and  understand 
Freach.  They  raise  good  crops  of  corn,  and  gar- 
den TCgetables;  have  cattle,  horses,  and  poultry, 
plenty.  Their  horses  are  much  like  the-poorer 
kind  of  French  inbabifaots  on  the  rirer,  and  ap- 
pear to  li?e  about  as  #elL 

Tekisaws,  are  likewise  emigrants  from  tfai 
Teoesau  riTer,  that  falls  into  the  bay  of  Mobile 
hare  been  on  Red  rirer  about  roriy  years :  aK 
reduced  to  about  iwenfy-fire  men.  Their  f  iilage 
is  within  one  mile  of  the  Psscsgolas,  on  the  oppo- 
site side,  but  have  lately  sold  their  land,  and  have, 
or  are 'about  Dnoring,  to  Bayau  Beauf,  about  i«ren- 
ty-fire  miles  south  from  where  they  lately  lired : 
all  speak  French  and  'Mohilian,  and  live  qinch 
like  their  neighbors  the  Pa^cagoMs. 

CBACTOoeTliTe  on  Bay^u  Beaur.about  ten  miles 
to  the  southward  of  Bayau  Rapide,an  Red  riier, 
toward  Appalousa :  a  small,  honest  people ; 
kboiigines  of  the  country  where  ihey  live ;  of  i 
about  thirty;  dimiitishiDg :  hare  their  own  pecu- 
liar tongue ;  speak  Mohilian.  The  lands  they 
claim  on  Bayau  Beauf  are  inferior  to  no  part  of 
Louisiana  in  d^th  and  richness  oT  soil,  growth 
of  limber,  pleasantness  of  surface,  and  goodaess 
of  water.  The  Bayaa  Beanf  falls  into  the  Cbaf- 
feli,  and  disbbar^,  throbgh  Appelouss«nd  Atta- 
kapB,  into  Termilion  Bay.' 

Washas.  When  the  French  first  came  into 
(he  Mississippi,  this  nation  lireil  on  an  island  to 
the  southwest  of  New  Orleans,  called  Barriiaria, 
tad  were  the  first  tribe  of  Indiana  they  became 
acquainted  with,  and  were  always  friends.  They 
afterward  lired  on  Bayau  La  Posh ;  and,  from 
being  a  caniiderable  naibn,  are  now  reduced  to 
five  persons  only,  two  menand  three  women,  who 
are  scattered  in  Preach  families ;  have  been  many 
years  extinct,  as  a  nation,  and  their  Datire  l^n- 
fnage  is  lost; 

Cbactaws.  There  are  a  considerable  immber 
of  this  nation  on  the  west  side'pf  the  Miasissippi, 
who  haft  not  been  home  for  aereral  years.  About 
Iwelre  miles  abore  the  post  on  Oacbeia,  on  that 
rirer,  there  U  a  small  village  of  them  of  about 
thirty  men,  who  bare  lived  there  for  lereral  years, 
and  made  corn;  aadlikemse  on  Bayau  Cbi(»>,iD 
the  northern  part  of  the  district  of  Appalousa, 
there  is  aaother  village  of  them  of  about  flf\y 
men,  who  hare  been  there  for  about  nine,  years, 
and  say  thfly  bare  the  Cfovernor  of  Looistena'* 
permission  to  settle  there.  Besidaa  these,  there 
ar«  rambling  bunting  parties  of  ibem  to  be  net 
with  all  over  LoWer  Loirisiaaa.  They  areat  war 
with  the  Caddoqaes,  and  liked  by  neither  red  nor 
white  peoj^e. 

Abkerbas,  lire  on  the  Atkensa  Tjver,  sonth 
side,  in  three  Tillages,  about  twelve  mile*  aborc 
the  pMi.'or  sution.  The  aaroe  of  the' first  vil- 
la^ is  Tawanima,  the  weond  OuAnu,  and  the 
third  Ocapa ;  in  all,  it  ■•  beliered,  ther  do  not  at 
present  exceed  one  hviulrcd  men,  and  diminish- 
ing. They  are  at  war  with  the  Oiages,  bnt  friend- 
ly with  alt  other  people,  while  and  red;  are  the 
vnginal  ^roprieton  of  the  country  on  the  rirer, 
to  all  which  ib«y  cUip,  Ibr  about  three  htindred 


miles  abore  them,  to  the  junction  of  the  river 
Cadwa  with  Arkensa ;  above  this  fork  the  Osaget 
claim.  Their  language  is  Osaee.  They  gene- 
i^lly  raise  coril  to  sell ;  are  called  boneat  and 
friendly  people. 

The  forementioned  are  alt  (he  Indian  (tibea 
that  I  have  any  knowledge  of,  or  can  obtain  an 
account  of,  in  Louisiana,  south  of  the  rirer  Ar- 
kensa,  between  the  Mississippi  and  river  Oraad. 
:At  Avoyall  there  did  lire  a  considerable  tribe  of 
that  name,  but,  as  far.  as  I  can  learn,  have  beea 
eztiSct  for  many  years,  two  or  thjec  women  ex- 
cepted, who  did  lately  live  anton^  (he  Freaek 
inhabitants  on  Washiia. 

There  ar«  s  few  of  the  Humas  still  living  ob 
iheeast  side  of  the  Mississippi,  in  Ixs  usees  pa  risk, 
below  Manchack,  but  scarcely  exist  as  a  nation. 

That  there  are  errors  in  these  sketches  is  not  to 
be  doubted,  bai,  in  all  cases  oat  of  my  own  per- 
sonal knowledge,!  haveendearored  10  procure  tbe 
best  information,  which  I  have  failbfolly  idated  ; 
and  I  am  cDofideni  any  errors  that  do  nisi  aie  um 
unimportant  to  affect  the  object  /or  which  tbcy 

s  intended.  '  1  am,  sir,  &c. 

JOHN  3IBI.KT. 

C^neral  H.  Dbabbork. 


To  General  Beray  Deariarn,  Stcrtttay  of  Wv. 
Sia^  You  request  me  to  give  you  some  accooDt 
of  Red  river,  and  the  connfry' adjacent:  I  will 
endeavor  to  comply  with  your  request,  to  the  best 
of  mv  knowledge  end  capacity.  My  personal 
knowledge  of  It  is  only  from  its  mouth  to  about 
trenty  or  eighty  miles  above  Natchitoches,  be- 
i(r^  by  the  course  Of  th^  river,  near  four  hnndnd 
iilea.  After  that,  what  lean  say  of  it  is  derived 
fVom  information  from  others,  on  whose  veraeiiy 
I  have  great  reliance — principally  from  Mr.Fraa- 
eia  Otanpe,  who  is  ray  assistant  and  interpreteroT 
Indian  Mnsuages,  whote  father  was  a  F'rench  offir 
ee'r,  and  'Stipetinleadent.of  Indian  Aflairs,  at  a 
poet  or  sutibn  pccnpied  by  France,  where  they 
kept  Mme  soldiers,  and' had  a  fhctory,  previous  to 
the  eesaion  of  Looisinna  to  Spain,  sitnate  nearly 
five  hundred  miles,  bv  tha  course  of  the  river, 
abore- Natch itoebes,  where  he, my. informant,  was 
born,  and  lived  upward  of  thin;  years;  his  tioie, 
daring  whieh,  being  otcupWd  aliernetely  as  aa 
assistant  io  his  father,  an  Indian  Irader  and  haoter, 
with  ihe  advantage  oT  some  hsrainir,  and  a  very 
retentive  memory,  a^niied  aa  aecnraie  toowf- 
edge  of  the  river,  as  well  as  the  langaages  of  all 
Ihe  different  tribes  in  Lonisiana,  which,  wlib  his 
hiring  been  Ittdian  interpreter  for  the  Spanish 
Oovernmeat  for  many  ye«K  past,  and  (I  believe) 
deservedly  esteemed  by  the  Indians,  and  all  others, 
a  man  of  strict  integrity — ha<s  for  many  yennt, 
and  does  now,  possess  their  entire  confidence,  aitd 
a'veryeitensiTe  influence  over  them;  and  ioave 
invariabl]^  fuuod  that,  whatever  infornaiioa  I 
haveveeeived  from  him,  haa  been  conftmed  bf 
every  other  intelligent  pefson,  having  a  knowledge 
of  Ai  Mme,witk  whom  I  have  conversed. 
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NoTB. — Contrarf  to  geographical  rules,  as  I  m- 
cended  the  river,  \  called  the  right  bank  (he  north- 
ern onej  and  the  left  the  southern. 


The  confluence  of  Red  rirer  wiib  the  Mlssis- 
■ippi  is,  bf  tha  course  of  the  tatter,  estimated 
about  two  hundred  and  twenty  mileii  from  New 
Orleans.  Descending' the  Mississippi,  after  pass- 
ing tbe  Spanish  line  at  the  thirty-orst  degree  of 
north  latitude,  it  makes  «  remarkable  turn  to  tbe 
westward,  or  nearly  northwest,  for  some  distance 
before  yon  arrire  at  the  month  of  Red  rirer,  as 
though,  notwithstanding  the  immense  quantity  of 
its  waters  already,  from  its  almost  numberless 
tributary  (treams,  it  Was  still  desirous  of  a  further 
augmentation,  by  hastening  its  union  with  Red 
liver,  (which,  perhaps,  is  second  only  in  dignity 
to  it,)  that  they  mi;ght  from  tbeoce  now  on  and 
^in  the  oceen  together,  which,  for  many  leagues, 
!•  forced  to  give  place  to  its  mighty  current.  But 
there  are  reasons  for  believine  the  Red  rirer  did 
not  always  nnite  with  the  Mississippi,  as  it  does 
at  present;  and  that  no  very  great  lengib  (if  time 
has  elapsed  since  the  Mississippi  lef^  its  ancient 
bed,  some  miles  to  the  eastward,  and  took  its 
course'  westwardly  for  the  purpose  of  intermarrr- 
ine  with  Red  rirer.  Tbe  mouth  of  tbe  ChaSeli, 
which  is  now,  ^operly  speaking,  one  of  the  outlets 
of  tbe  rirer  Mississippi  to  the  ocean,  is  just  below, 
in  sigbt  of  the  junction  of  Red  rirer  witb  the 
Mississippi ;  and,  from  its  resemblance  to  Red 
rirer  in  size,  gtowib  on'its  banks,  appearance, 
and  texture  of  soil,  and  differing  from  that  of  the 
Mississippi,  induces  strongly  the  belief  that  the 
Chaffeli  was  once  but  the  continuation  of  Red 
rirer  to  ibe  ocean,  and  that  it  had,  in  its  bed, 
connexion  with  tbe  Mississippi.  There  is 
doubt  hot  the  Mississippi  has  alternately  occupied 
different  places  in  thelowgrounds  throuefa  vvhi  ' 

it  meanders,  almost  from  the  high  lands  of  one  si 

to  those  of  the  other,  for  the  arerage  space  of  pear 
thirty  miles.  These  two  great  rirers  happening 
to  flow,  for  a  distance,  through  the  same  mass  of 
Bwamp,  that  annufilly  is  almott  all  inuodated,  it 
is  Dot  extraordinary  that  their  channels  should  Sad 
their  way  together;  the  remarkable  bend  of  tbe 
Hississinpi,  at  this  place,  to  tbe  westward,  seems 
to  hare  oeen  for  the  express  purpose  of  forming 
this  noioQ ;  after  which  it  returns  to  its  former 

In  the  month  of  March,  1803, 1  ueended  Red 
rirer,  from  its  moiith  to  Natchitoches,  in  an  open 
1>oaIj  unless  when  I  cbose  to  land  and  walk  across 


»  point,  or  hy  the  beauty  of  the  rirer  bank,  the 
pleasantness  of  its  srores^  or  the  variety  of  its 
shrubs  and  flowers,  I  was  inrited  ashore  to  grat- 


ify or  please  my  curiosity.     On    __ 

mouth  of  the  rirer  I  found  its  waters  turgid,  ofi 
red  colour^  and  of  a  brackish  taste;  aodas  tb- 
Mississippi  was  then'  falling,  and  Red  river  rising, 
found  a  current,  from  its  moutb  upwards,  varying 
considerably  in  places,  but  areivging  about  two 
miles  an  hour,  for  the  first  hundred  miles,  wbicb, 
at  that  lime,  I  found  to  be  about  the  same  in  the 
Mississippi ;  but,  when  that  riret  is  bigb,  and  Red 
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low,  there  is  very  little  current  in  the  latter, 
for  sixty  or  sereniy  miles :  the  river,  for  that  dis- 
tance, is  very  crooked,  increasing  the  distance,  by 
it,  fVom  a  straight  tjne,  more  than  two  thirds ;  the 
general  course  of  it  nearly  west:  that  I  was  able 
to  ascertain,  from  hea^ins  the  moioiog  gun  at 
Fort  Adam^  for  three  or  loui  rooroiogs  afWr  en- 
tering tbe  river,  which  was  not  at  the  greatest 
height  by  about  fourteen  feet;  and  all  the  low 
;rouods,  for  near  seventy  miles,  entirely  over- 
lowed  likelboseof  the  Mississippi,  wbicb,  io  fact, 
is  but  a  continuation  of  the  same.  Borne  place* 
appeared,  by  the  hisb  water  mark  on  the  trees,  to 
overflow  not  more  than  two  or  tliree  feet,  particu- 
larly the  right  bank,  below  tbe  mouth  of  Black 
rirer,  and  toe  left  bank  above  it;  the  growth,  on 
the  lowest  places,  willow  and  cotton  wood,  but  on 
tbe  highest,  handsome  oaks,  swamp  hickory,  ath, 
grape  vines,  &c. 

I  made  ray  calenlaiion  of  our  rate  of  ascent  and 
dislaoces  up  tbe  river,  by  mj  watch,  noting  care- 
fully with  iny  pencil  tbe  minate  of  our  stops  and 
settings  oS^  the  islets  and  outlets,  remarkable  bends 
in  ibe  river,  and  whatever  I  observed  any  way  re- 
markable. About  six  mites  from  the  mouib  of  the 
river,  leftside,  tbere  is  a  bayauj  as  it  is  called,  comes 
in  that  communicates  witha  lak^  called  Lake  Lon^, 
which,  by  another  bayau,  communicates  again 
with  the  rirer,  through  which,  when  there  is  a  swell 
in  the  river,  boats, can  pass,  and  cut  oS'  about  3D 
miles,  beiog  only  14  or  15  through  it,  and  about 
45  by  tbe  course  of  the  river;  and  tbrough  the 
lake  there  is  very  little  or 'no  current;  but  the 
passage  is  infticate  and  difficult  to  find ;  a  stranger 
should  not  attempt  it  without  a  pilot ;  people  have 
been  lost  in  it  for  several  days;  but  not  difficult 
for  one  acquainted;  we,  having  no  pilot  on  board 


Black  river,  1  made  it  31  miles :  the  water  of 
Black  river  is  clear^  and  when  contrasted  with 
ihe  water  of  Red  river  has  a  black  appearance. 
From  the  mouth  of  Black  rivei^  Red  river  makes 
a  regular  twining  to  the  left,  for  about  18  miles, 
called  Ihe  QranS  Bend,  forming  a  segment  of 
nearly  three  fourths  of  a  circle ;  when  yvu  arrive 
at  the  bayau  that  leads  into  Lake  Long,  which, 
perhaps,  is  in  a  right  line,  not  exceediog  15  miles 
from  the  moUlh  oT  the  river.  From  Bayau  Lake 
Long,  to  Aroyall  landing,  called  Baker's  landins, 
I  made  33  miles,  and  the  rirer  is  remarkably 
crooked.  At  this  place  the  guns  at  Fort  Adams 
are  distioctly  heard,  and  the  soaod  appears  to  be 
but  Utile  south  of  east.  We  came  through  a 
bayau  called  SOver  Sayau,  that  cut  off,  we  un- 
derstand, six  miles;  it  was  through  the  bayau 
about  four  mites.  Until  we  arrived  at  Baker's 
landing,  saw  no  spot  of  ground  that  did  not  over- 
flow ;  tbe  high  water  mark  generally  from  3  to 
15  feet  above  its  banks.  Aner  passing  Black 
rirer,  the  edge  of  the  banks  near  the  river  are 
highest ;  the  land  falls,  from  the  river  back.  At 
Baker's  landing  I  went  ashore;  I  understood. 
from  Baker's  landing,  cross  the  point,  lo  Le  Glass' 
landing,  was  only  three  or  four  miles,  and  by  wa- 
ter fifteen ;  but  I  found  it  six  at  least,  and  met  with 
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•ome  ^ifiGcultf  id  getting  from  wbere  I  landed  to 
the  high  laod  at  B&ket's  bonse,  Tor  wHier,  [hough 
at  low  waier  ii  ix  a  dry  can  raadj  and  less  ihao  a 
nile.  1  found  Balipr  and  bis  family  very  hospita- 
ble and  kind;  Mr.  Baiter  told  me  he  wasanaiire 
of  Virgiaia.aiul  had  li-red  ihere  upwards  of  Ibirty 
jearb.  He  was  liviog  on  a  lolfrable  good  high 
piece  of  laad,  not  prairie,  but  joining  iu  Alter 
leaving  Baker's  boUse,  was  soon  in  sigbc  of  the 
prairie,  which,  1  uoderstaad,  is  al>ouI  forty  miles 
in  circumference,  longer  than  it  is  wide,  very 
lerel,  only  a  few  clumps  of  trees  to  be  seen,  all 
covered  with  good  grass.  The  iobBbitaats  are 
•etiled  all  around  ibuouiedse  of  il,  by  the  woods, 
tbeir  houses  facing  inwards,  and  cultivate  Ih'e 
nrairie  land.  Though  the  soil,  when  turned  tip 
by  the  plow,  has  a  guod  appearance,  what  I  could 
liiiicorer  by  (he  old  corn  and  coiton  stalks,  they 
made  but  indiflerenl  crops  \  the  timber  land  that 
I  law  cleared  and  planted,  produced, the  best ;  the 
nrairie  i:i  belter  for  grass  tbao  for  planting.  The 
Ipbabilants  have  eoDsid  era  hie  stocks  ol  cattle, 
which  appears  to  be  their  principal  dependence, 
and  I  was  informed  their  beef  is  of  a  superior 

Juality:  they  have  likewise  good, pork;  hogs 
re  very  well;  the  timbered  country  all  rbuod 
the  prairie  is  principally  oak  Ibal  produces  good 
mast  for  bogs.  Corn  is  generally  scarce;  they 
raise  no  wheat,  for  ibey  have  do  mills.  I  was  in- 
formed that  the  lower  end  of  the  prairie  that  I  did 
not  see  was  much  the  richest  land,  and  the  in- 
habliants  lived  beilier,  and  were  more  wealthy; 
they  are  a  miiiore  of  French,  Irish,  aud  Ameri- 
cans, generally  poor  and  ignorant.  Avoyall,  at 
high  water  is  an  island,  elevated  thirty  or  forty 
feet  above  nigh  watermark;  the  quantity  of  tim- 
bered land  exceeds  that  of  the  prairie,  which  is 
likewise  pretty  level,  but  scarcely  a  second  qual- 
ity of  soil.  Le  Qlass'  landing,  as  it  is  called,  I 
found  about  a  mile  and  a  half  Irom  the  upper  end 
of  the  prairie;  tbe  h^h  lands  bluff  to  the  river. 
After  leavine  this  place  found  the  banks  rise 
higher  and  higher  on  each  side,.and  fit  for  settle- 
neois:  on  the  right  side  pine  woods  sometimes 
in  sight.  1  left  the  boat  again  about  eiffbt  miled 
from  Le  Qtaia'  landing,  right  «ide;  walked  two 
and  a  half  milea  across  a  point,  to  a  Mr.  Hoomes's; 
rannd  the  point  is  calle^  aixieeu  mJes.  I  found 
the  lands  ibroogh  which  1  passed  high,  moder- 
ately billy ;  the  soil  a  good  second  quality.  Clay ; 
limber,  large  oak,  hickorVi  some  short  leaved  pine; 
and  several  small  streams  of  clear  running  water. 
Tbia  description  of  lands  eiiended  back  five  or 
■ix  miles,  and  bounded  by  open  pine  woods,  wbich 
eontinae,  for  thirty  miles,  to  Ocaiahola.  1  found 
Ur.  Hoomea*  house  on  a  tiigh  bluff  very  near  the 
river;  hi*  plantation  the  same  description  of  land 
througb  which  t  had  passed,  producing;  good  corn, 
eottoD,  and  tobacco,  and  he  told  me  he  had  tried 
it  in  wheat,  which  succeeded  well,  but  having  no 
mills  to  maDufacture  it,  had  only  made  the  ex- 
periment. Mt.  Hoomes  told  me  all  the  lands 
ronod  bis.  for  many  miles,  were  vacant  On  the 
couth  side  there  is  a  large  body  of  rich,  low 
grouads,  extending  to  the  borders  of  Appalousa, 
watered  and  drained  by  Bayau  Robert  and  Bayau 


Besuf,  two  handsome  streams  of  clear  water  tbit 
rite  in  the  high  lands  between  Red  river  and 
Sabine,  and  after  meandering  tbroogh  (his  im- 
mense masa  of  low  groouds  of  thirty  or  forty 
miles  square,  fall  into  the  ChaSeli,  to  the  aontb- 
ward  of  Avoyall.  I  believe,  in  point  of  soil, 
growth  of  timber,  goodntas  of  water,  auod  coove- 
niency  to  navigation,  there  is  not  a  moreviUuable 
body  of  land  in  this  part  of  Louisiana.  Fnw 
Mr.  Hoomes'  to  the  mouth  of  Biapide  Bayau  i^ 
by  the  river,  (birty-five  miles.  A  few  scatieriif 
settlements  on  the  riaht  side,  but  Done  on  (heltft; 
the  right  ispre/erred  to  seiUe  on,  on  accoontof 
iher  stocks  being  convenient  to  the  high  lands; 
but  the  settlers  on  the  right  side  own  the  landsea 
the  left  side  too;  the  lands  on  the  Bayau  Rapjde 
are  the  same  quality  as  those  od  Bayaua  RobMi 
and  Beauf,  and,  in  fact,  are  a -continuation  of  the 
same  bodj  oflends'.  Bayaa  Rapide  is  somewhat 
in  the  form  of  «  half  mooDj  the  two  ^'ot^  or 
horns,  meeting  the  river  about  twenty  nules  front 
each  ^ther:  the  length  of  the  bayau  is  about  thirty 
milei ;  on  the  back  of  it  there  is  a  large  faayMi 
falls  In,  on  which  there  is  a  sawmill,  very  advan- 
tageously sit  tia  led,  in  respect  toanever  foiiingsop- 
ply  of  water;  plenty  of  timber;  and  thepUnkcaa 
be  taken  from  the  mill  tail  by  water.  ThisfaayauH 
excellent  Water;  rises  in  tbe  piue  woods,  and  dis- 
charges itself  each  way  into  tbe  river,  by  boih 
ends  of  Bayau  Rapide.  Boats  caooot  pass  iboi^ 
the  bayau,  from  tbe  river  to  the  river  agaia,  on 
account  of  rafts  of  timber  ehokiDK  the  upper  end 
of  It,  but  can  enter  the  lower  end  and  aacend  it 
more  than  half  through  it.  On  the  lower  end  of 
the  bayau,  on  each  side,  is  tha  principal  Rapide 
seiilement,  as  it  is  called;  no  country  whatever 
can  exhibit  handsomer  plantation*,  or  better  landi. 
Tbe  Rapide  is  a  falL  or  shoal,  occasioned  by  a 
soft  rock  in  tbe  bed  of  the  river,  that  extend*  from 
sideioside^  over  which,  for  about  five  moothsia 
tbe  year,  viz:  from  July  to  December,  (here  is 
Dot  sufficient  water  for  boats  to  pass  withoutlight- 
ening,  but  at  all  other  seasons  it  ,is  the  same  as 
any  other  part  of  the  river.  This  rock,  or  baid 
clay,  for  it  resembles  the  latter  atmoat  as  msch 
as  the  former,  is'So  aoft  it  may  be  cut  away  with 
«  penknife,  or  any  sharp  instrnment,  and  Karce- 
1^  turn  the  edge,  and  extends  op  and  down  the 
river  but  a  few  yards;  and  I  bare  heard  aevctal 
intelligent  persons  give  it  as  their  opinion,  that 
tbe  extraordinary  expense  apd  trouble  the  iahabit- 
ants  were  at,  in  one  year,  in-getiing  loaded  boaU 
over  this  shoal,  would  be  more  than  safficieat  tn 
cut  a  passage  through  it;  but  it  happeas  at  a  aea- 
son  of  tbe  year  when  the  able  planters  are  occu- 
pied at  home,  and  would  make  no  use  of  tbe  river 
were  tbere  no  obsiructidns  inii;  hot  at  any  rate, 
the  navigation  of  tbe  river  is  clear  a  longer  pro- 
portion of  the  vear  than  the  rivers  intbenonnera 
cliuQtries  are  clear  of  ice.  But  this  obslrac lion  is 
certainly  removable,  at  a  very  trifling  expense,  ia 
comparison  to  the  importance  of  having  it  done; 
and  nothing  but  the  nature  of  the  govemmeoi 
we  have  lately  ernerged  from,  can  be  assigned  ts 
a  reason  for  its  not  having  beeo  effected  long  mo. 
After  passing  the  Rapids  there  are  very  (ew 
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Miilemeats  to  be  seen,  od  the  maia  rirer,  for 
■bout  iweoty  mite,  though  both  sidea  appeared 
to  me  10  be  capable  of  making  as  TRlHaole  tei- 
tlenieDts  an  anr  od  the  rirer;  we  arrive  ihEn  at 
the  IpdiaD  TiUagea,  on  both  aides,  sitDBIed  px- 
cecdiiigly  pleasBDl,  aad'oa  the  bent  lands;  af^er 
pioing  wbtch  you  arrire  at  a  large,  beautiful 
plantatioD  of  Mr.  Gillard ;  the  bouse  is  on  a 
point  of  a  high  piae  woods  btuB*,  close  to  the  river, 
liitf  or  seventy  feet  above  the  common  surfsce 
of  the  country,  overlooking,  on  iheeast.  or  opposite 
■ide,-very  eitensive  Gelds  of  low  giduDds,  in  high 
enltivatjoo,  and  s  long  reach  of  tne  river,  op  aod 
down  ;  and  there  is  an  excellent  spring  of  water 
isBues  from  the  bluCT,  on  which  the  house  is  situ- 
ated, from  an  apperture  in  the  rock  (hat  seeras  to 
have  been  cloven  on  purpose  for  it  to  flaw,  (knd  a. 
small  distance  back  of  tae  house,  there  is  a  lake 
of  clear  water,  aboaoding  with  fish  in  summer 
and  fowl  in  winter.  I  have  seen  in  all  my  life, 
very  few  more  beauliflil  or  advatiiageously  situ- 
•led  places. 

Bix  miles  above  OUIard'a  you  arrire  at  the 
small  village  of  Boluxa  Indians,  where,  the  river 
IB  divided  into  two  channel;^  forming  an  island 
of  aboBt  fifty  miles  in  lenplh.  and  three  or  four 
in  breadth.  The  right  hand  divisFoa  is  called  the 
Rigula  dc  Bondieu,  on  which  are  no  seltlemenis ; 
but.  I  ami  Informed,  will  admit  of  being  well  set- 
tled; the  left  hand  division  is  the  boat  channel, 
at  present,  to  Natchitoches:  the  other  is  likewise 
boBiable.  Ascending  the  let^  hand  branch  for 
aboui  twenty-four  miles,  Ae  pasti  a  thick  set ile- 
meni  and  amnmher  of  wealthy  inhahirants.  This 
is  called  the  River  Cant  settlement ;  called  so,  I 
b«li  ere,  from  the  banks  so  roe  years  ago  being  a 
remarkable  thick  canebralie. 

After  passing  this  settlement  of  about  forty 
fiimille«,  the  rirer  divides  again,  forming  another 
island  of  about  thirty  miles  in  len£lh.  and  from 
tiro  lo'foar  in  breadth,  called  the  Tfte  Brevel,  after 
a  reputable  old  man  now  living  in  it,  who  first 
settled  it.  This  inland  is  sub-divided  by  a  bayau 
that  communicates  from  one  river  to  the  other, 
called  also  Bayaa  Brevel.  The  middle  division 
of  the  river,  Is  called. /iitflfAitwr  and  it  is  thickly 
settled,  and  is  the  boat  chanhel :  the  westward  di- 
vision of  (be  rirer  is  called  False  river,  is  navi- 
gable, but  not  settled,  the  banku  are  too  low ;  il 
passes  through  h  lake  called  Lac  Occasta.  When 
jroU  arrire  at  Natchitoches,  ^ou  find  it  a  smalt, 
irregular,  and  meanly  built  rillage,  half  a  dozen 
houses  excepted ;  on  the  west  side  of  that  division 
of  the  rirer  it  is  on,  the  hieh  pine  and  onk  woods 
■ppruacb  within  two  or  three  hundred  yards  of 
the  rnreK  In  the  village  are  about  forty  families, 
tweire  or  fifteen  are  merchants  or  traders,  nearly 
all  French.  The  fort  built  by  our  troops  since 
tbeir  aniral,  called  Fori  Claiborne,  is  situated  on 
a  small  hill,  one  street  fmm  (he  rirer,  and  about 
thirty  feet  higher  than  the  river  banks.  All  the 
bill  is  ocoupied  by  the  fort  and  barracks,  anS  does 
not  exceed  two  acres  of  ground.  The  soathera 
and  eastern  prospects  from  it  are  very  beautiful. 
One  has  an  extensive  view  of  the  fields  and 
habitatinui  dowD  the  river,  and  the  oiber  a  simi- 


lar view  over  the  rirer,  and  of  the  whole  village. 
This  town  thirty  or  forty  years  ago,  was  much 
larger  than  at  present,  and  situated  on  a  hill  about 
half  a  mile  from  its  jireaeni  site.  Then  moat  of 
the  families  of  the  district  lived  in  the  town,  but 
finding  it  inconvenient  on  account  of  the  stocka 
and  farms,  they  filed  ofi',  one  after  another,  and 
settled  up  and  down  ibe  river.  The  merchants 
and  trading  people  found  being  on  the  bank  of  the 
river  more  convenient  for  loading  and  unloading 
their  boats,  left  the  hill  on  that  .account;  and 
others,  finding  ibe river  ground  much  superior  for 
gardens,  to  which  they  are  in  the  habit  of  payiiig 

Seat  attention,  followed  the  merchants;  after 
em  the  priests  and  comraaDdabt;  then  tha 
church  and  jail  (or  calleboose,)  and  now  nothing 
of  the  old  town  is  left,  but  the  form  of  their  gar- 
dens and  some  ornamental  trees.  It  is  now  a 
very  extensive  coinmon  of  several  hundred  actei, 
entirely  tufted  with  clover  and  covered  with 
sheep  and  cattle:  The  hill  is  a  stiff  day,  and 
used  to  mnke  miry  streets;  the  river  soil,  thoush 
much  richer,  is  of  a  loose,  sandy  tenure;  the 
streets  are  neither  miry  nor  very  dusty.  Our  wella 
do  not  afibrd  us  good  water,  and  the  river  water, 
in  summer,  is  too  brackish  to  drin^,  and  never 
clear.  Our  springs  are  aboni  half  a  mile  back 
from  (he  river,  bui  the  Inhabitants,  many  of  them, 
bare  large  cisterns,  and  use,  principally,  rain  water 
which  IS  preferred  to  the  spring  water.  The 
planters  along  on  the  fiver  generally  use  rain 
water;  though  when  the  rirer  is  high,  and  the 
water  taken  up  and  settled  in  large  earthen  jars, 
(which  the  Indian  women  make  of  good  quality 
and  at  a  moderate  price,)  i[  can  be  drank  loler- 
ably  well,  but  it  makes  bad  tea. 

Near  Natchitoches  there  are  two  large  lakes, 
one  within  a  mile^he  _other  six  miles  (o  the 
nearest  parts.  One/ of  them  is  fifty  or  sixty 
miles  in  circumference,  the  other  upwards  of 
thirty:  ihese  lakes  rise  and  fall  with  the  river. 
When  the  rivet  is  rising  the  bayaos  that  connect 
with  (he  lakes,  run  intp  the  lakes  like  a  mill-tale, 
(ill  the  takes  are  filled  ;  and  when  the  river  is  fall- 
ing, it  is  (he  same  the  contrary  way,  just  like  the 
tide  but  only  annual.  On  these  creeks  good 
mills  -might  be  erected,  but  the  present  iilbabi- 
tants  know  notbin'g  of  mills  by  water,  yet  have 
eXeelleni  cotton  gins  vrorked  by  horses,  I  do  not 
know  8  single  mechanic  in  the  dis(rict,  who  is  a 
native  of  it,  one  tailor  excepted.  Everyibing  of 
the  kind  is  done  by  strangers,  and  mostly  Ameri- 
cans. Though  Natchitoches  has  been  settled  al- 
most one  hundred  years,  it  is  not  more  than  twelve 
or  fifteen  years  since  they  ever  had  a  plow,  or  a 
■flat  to  cross  the  river  wiln ;  both  which  were  in- 
troduced by  an  Irish  Pennsytvanian,  under  a 
similar  opposition  to  the  Coperoican  system.  'Tts 
almost  incredible  the  quantity  of  fish  and  fowl 
(he.'^e  lakes  supply.  I(  is  not  nncommon  in  win- 
ter for  a  single  man  to  kill  from  two  to  four  hun- 
dred fowl  in  one  evening;  they  fly  belween  sun- 
down and  dark ;  tha  air  is  filled  with  (hem ;  they 
load  and  fire  as  fast  as  they  can,  without  taking 
any  pardcular  aim,  eontinutn^  at  the  same  stand 
till  they  think  they  hare  killed  enough,  and  then 
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pick  up  trbat  ihey  have  killed ;  they  consist  ol 
several  kinds  of  duck,  geese,  brant,  and  swan.  In 
summer,  the  quantities  of  ash  are  nearly  ia  pro- 
portion. One  Indian  will,  with  a  bow  and  arrow, 
cometiines  kill  ihem  faster  than  anothei,  witli 
two  horses,  can  bring  them  in  ;  they  weigh,  Eome 
of  them,  thirty  or  forty  pounds.  The  iaxes  like- 
wise  afford  plenty  of  shells  for  lime ;  and  at  low 
water,  the  greater  of  Ihem  is  a  most  iuxnriant 
meadow,  where  the  inhabitants  fatten  their  horses. 
All  round  these  lakes,  above  high  water  mark, 
there  is  ia  border  of  rich  land,  generally  wide 
enough  for  a  Geld.  On  the  baoE  of  one  of  them 
there  is  pteoiy  of  stone  coal,  and  several  quarries  of 
tolerable  good  building  stone ;  at  high  water  boats 
can  ffo  out  of  the  river  into  them,  Similar  lakes 
are  (onod  all  along  Red  river,  for  five  or  six  hun- 
dred miles,  which,  besides  the  uses  already  men- 
tioned, nature  seems  (o  have  provided  a^  reser- 
Toirs  for  the  immense  quaatiiy  of  water  beyond 
what  the  banks  of  the  rivet  will  contain;  other- 
wise no  part  of  ihem  could  be  inhabited :  the  low 
Sounds,  from  hill  to  hill,  would  be  inundated. 
bout  twelve  miles  north  of  Natchitoches,  on  the 
northeast  side  .of  the  rivei,  there  is  a  large  lake 
called  Lac  Noiz;  the  bayau  of  it  eomtnunicates 
to  the  Rigulede  Bondieu,  opposite  Natchitoch, 
which  is  boalable  the  greater  part  of  the  year. 
Near  this  lake  are  the  salt  works,  from  which  all 
the  salt  that  is  used  in  the  district  is  made ;  and 
which  ia  made  with  so  much  ease,  that  two  old 
men,  both  of  them  cripples,  with  ten  or  twelve 
old  pots  and  kettles,  have,  for  several  years  past, 
made  an  abundant  supply  of  salt  for  the  wnole 
dutrict;  they  inform  me  they  make  six, bushels 

Kr  day.  1  have  not  been  at  the  place,  but  have  a 
ttle  of  the  Water  brought  to  me,  which  I  fonnd 
nearly  saturated.  The  salt  is  good.  I  never  had 
better  bacon  than  I  make  with  it,  I  am  informed, 
there  are  twelve salioe  spriiiKS  now  open;  and  by 
digging  for  them^  for  auglit  my  one  knows, 
twelve  hundred  might  be  opened.  A  fewqaontbs 
ago.  Captain  Burnet,  of  the  Mississippi  Terri- 
tory, coming  to  this  place  by  Washita,  eame  by 
the  saltworks,  and  purchased  the  tight  of  one 
of  the  old  men  he  found  there,  and  has  lately  sent 
up  a  boat,  with  some  large  kettles  and  some  ne- 
groes, under  the  direction  of  his  son ;  and  expects, 
when  they  get  all  in  order,  to  be  able  to  make 
thirtjr  or  forty  bushels  a  day.  Captain  Burnet  ia 
of  opinioD,  that  he  shall  be  able  to  supply  the  Mi»- 
aissippi  Territory,  and  the  Hettlemants  on  Mis- 
sissippi, from  Pouu  Coupee,  upwards,  lower  than 
th,ey  can  get  it  in  New  Orleans  and  bring  it  up. 
Cathartic  salts,  and  magnesia,  might  likewise  be 
made  in  large  quantities,  if  they  nnderstood  iL 
The  country  all  round  the  Sabine  and  Black  lake 
is  vacant,  aed  from  thence  to  Washita,  a  disiance 
of  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles,  which  I 
am  informed  affords  considerable  quaoiilies  of  well 
timbered  good  uplands,  and  well  watered.  There 
is  a  small  stream  we  cross  on  the  Washita  road, 
the  English  call  it  Little  river,  the  French  Dog- 
(b'mona,a£EbrdiDsa  wide  rich  bottom:  this  stream 
fails  into  the  Acaiahola  lake;  from  thence,  to 
Washita,  it  is  called  Acatahok  liver;  iia  coutw 


is  easiwardly,  and  falls  into  Washita,  ne&r  tht 
oaouth  of  Teosaw,  where  the  road  from  Natchi- 
toches to  Natchez,  crosses  it;  from  the  coofiuence 
of  these  three  rivers,  downwards,  it  is  called  Black 
river,  which  falls  into  Red  river,  sixty  miles  be- 
low. There  is  a  good  salt  spring  near  the  Aca- 
tahola  lake. 

Ascending  Red  river,  above  Naldhitochei.  in 
about  three  miles  arrive  at  the  uppermootbof  (he 
Rigula  de  Bondleu:.  there  are  settlements  all 
along;  plantations  adjoining.  From  the  upper 
mouth  of  the  Rigiila  de  Bondieu,  the  river  is  In 
one  channel  through  the  settlement  called  Gnoi 
Kcore,  of  about  six  miles  j  It  is  called  Giaad 
Bcore,  (or  in  English  the  Great  Blufl^  being 
such  a  one  on  the  left  hand  side,  near  ooe  hniulred 
feet' high.  The  face  next  the  river,  atmoat  pa- 
pendieular,  of  a  sgft  white  rock;  the  top,  >  gra- 
vel loam,  of  considerable  extent,  on  which  giaw 
large  aaks.hickory,  black  cherry,  and  grape  tines. 
Ai.tbe  bottom  of  one  of  these  blufis,  Iw-  inere  are 
two  near  each  other,  is  a  laree  quantiiy  of  stone- 
coal,  and  near  them  sevemf  springs  of  the  best 
water  in  this  ^ert  of  the  countrr ;  and  a  lake  of 
clear  water  within  two  hundrea  yards,  bounded 
by  a  gravelty  margin.  I  pretend  to  have  no 
kiiowledge  of  military  tactics,  but  think,  from  the 
river  in  this  place  being  all  in  one  channel,  the 
goodness  of  the  water,  a  high  healthy  cooalry. 
and  well  timbered  all  round  it,  no  height  near  it  so 
high,  its  commAnding  the  river.and  a  ver^  public 
ferry  just  under  it,  that  at  a  small  expense,  it  would 
be  capable  of  great  defence  with  a  small  force. 
The  road  from  it  to  the  westward,  better  than 
from  Natchiiocb,  and  by  land  only  about  five 
miles  above  it,  and  near  itplenty  of  good  building 
stone.  These  advantages  it  possesses  beyoudany 
other  place  within  my  knowledge  on  the  river, 
for  a  EiTong  fort,  and  safe  place  of  deposit.  Josi 
about  this  bluff,  the  river  makes  a  Jarg«  bend  lo 
the  right,  and  a  long  reach  nearly  due  east  aad 
west  by  it:  the  bluff  overlooks,  on  the  opposite 
side,  several  baqdeome  ptantationt.  I  have  been 
induced,  from  the  advantages  this  place  appeared 
to  me  to  possess,  to  purchase  it,  with  four  or  five 
small  settlements  adjoining,  including  both  blufli, 
the  ferry,  springe  and  lake,  the  stone  quarries,  and 
coal;  and  a  G^  of  about  five  hundred  acres  of 
the  best  low  grounds,  on  the  opposite  side.  After 
leaving  Grand  Ecore,  about  a  mile,  on  the  left 
side  comes  in  a  large  bayau,  from  the  Sptaisb 
lake,  as  it  is  called,  poatable  the  greater  part  of 


,  into  which,  from  the  river,  the  largest  boats 
may  ascend,  and  from  it^up  the  mouthsof  several 
large. bayaus  that  fall  into  it,  for  some  distance, 
one  in  particular,  called  bayau  Dupong,  up  which 
boats  may  ascend  within  one  and  a  half  mile  of 
old  Fort  Adaize.  Leaving  this  bayau  about  two 
miles,  arrive  at  a  fork  ar  division  of  the  tiv^; 
the  left-hand  brandi  bears  westwardly  for  sixty 
or  eighty  miles;  then  easiwardly.  meeting  the 
hrancn  it  leftj  afler  forming  an  island  of  abaai 
one  hundred  miles  long,  and,  in  some  placet. 
Deafly  thirty  milej  wide.    Six  oi  aeven  fears  ago, 
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boats  Died  to  paas  this  wiy  into  <hK  main 
again ;  its  eommiiDicatiDD  with  which  beiDg  above 
the  great  raft  or  ohairnction  ;  hot  it  ia  now  chok- 
ed, and  requires  a  portaKe  of  three  tailes ;  but  at 
BDf  seasim,  boat*  can  go  from  Natohiiucbes,  aboat 
eighiT  mites,  to  the  place  called  the  Point,  where 
the  French  liad  a  factory,  and  b  smill  Uatioo  of 
loldien  to  gnard  the  Indian  trade,  and  is  now  nn- 
donbtedl;  a  rery  eligible  siioattoD  for  a  similar 
esttbliahment  The  oonntiy  bounded  to  the  east 
and  north,  b;  this  branch  or  divisioa  of  the  river, 
i«  called  the  Bayau  Pierre  settlement,  which  wat 
began,  and  some  of  the  lands  granted  belbre  Loa- 
isiana  was  ceded  to  Spain  by  Prance,  and  eon- 
tinoed  under  the  jurisdietioD  of  the  coramandanl 
of  Nftlehiioehm  nniJl|abo<i)t'tweDty  yean  ago, 
wben,  by  an  agreement  betfreen  a  Mr.  Togone, 
then  comma  D  da  at  of  this  place,  and  a  Mr.  Eli- 
barbe,  commandant  at  Natchitoches,  (he  seitle- 
ment  called  Bayau  Pierre  was  placed  nnder  the 
jnrisdiciioa  of  the  latter,  and  has  so  continned 
ever  since.  The  settlemedt,  I  beliere,  contains 
about  forty  faniiliea,  and  geoerally  they  have  large 
stocks  of  cattle:  tbey  supply  us  wiib  oat  cheesi 


ooantry  is  iaiersperaed  with  prairies,  resembling, 
M  to  riebaess,  the  river  botioins,  and,  in  size,  from 
fire  10  five  ibooMnd  aeresi  The  hills  are  a  good 
gray  soil,  and  produce  very  well,  and  afford  bpsn- 
tiftil  sitnations.  The  eteek  called  Bayau  Pierre, 
{auay  creek)  panes  throu^  the  sMtlement.  and 
aSbrM  a  Bomher  of  good  mill  seals,  and  its  bed 
and  banks  lined  witn  a  good  kind  of  building 
stone,  bat  no  mills  are  erected  on  iL  Some  of 
the  InhahitaDts  have  tried  the  uplands  in  wheat, 
which  saeceeded  well.  They  are  high,  gently 
rolling,  and  rich  enougti ;  produce  good  corn,  cot- 
ton, and  tobacco.  I  wu  throagh  the  setiietneoi 
in  July  hst,  and  foand  good  water,  either  from  a 
spring  or  well,  at  every  house.  The  iDhabltants 
are  all  French,  one  fhmity  excepted.'  A  few 
mile*  to  westward,  towards  Sabine,  there  is  ■ 
saline  where  the  inhabitants  go  and  make  their 
salt.  On  the  whole,  for  health,  good  water,  ^ood 
living,  pieaiy  of  food  fat  every  kind  of  aDimal, 

SDcral  conreoiency,  and   handsotne  snrface,  1 
.ve  seen  few  parts  of  the  world  more  inviting 
to  setllerB.    - 

Remming  bach  again  to  the  fbrk  of  the  main 
river,  we  left,  for  the  purpoKe  of  ezpioriog  the 
Bayan  Pierre  bnintih,  we  find  irregalar  settle- 
ments, inclndlng  Camptr,  where  a  few  families 
are  settled  logetber  oti  a  bill  near  The  river,  north- 
cast  side.  For  about  Iwentr  miles  the  river  land 
ismuah  the  same  everywhere,  but -the  Camnti 
settlement  is  tnore  broken  with  bayHUs  and  la- 


is  inconvenicDt  to  get  to,  or  Irivel  through.  The 
upper  end  of  this  settlement  is  the  last  on  the  main 
branch  of  Red  river,  which,  straight  by  land,  does 
not  exceed  tweniy-6ve  miles  above  Naicbiiochea. 
At  the  upper  house  the  great  raft  or  jam  of  tim- 
ber begins;  this  raft  chokes  the  main  channel 
Air  vpwards  of  ona  handred  mile:^  by  the  cewree 


of  the  river ;  not  one  entire  jam  from  the  begin- 
ning lo  end  of  it,  bnt  only  at  the  points,  witb 
places  of  sevenl  leagaes  that  are  clear.  The 
river  is  very  crooked,  and  the  lew  grounds  an 
wide  and  rich,  and  I  am  informed,  no  part  of  Red 
river  will  afTord  better  plantations  than  along  ita 
banks  by  this  raft,  which  is  represented  a*  being 
so  important  as  to  render  the  conniry  above  it  (n 
little  value  for  settlements  ;  this  opinion  is  found- 
ed  entirely  upon  incarreec  information.  The  first 
or  lowest  part  of  the  raft  is  at  a  bend  or  point  in 
the  river^  just  below  the  upper  plantation,  at  whiob, 
on  the  right  side,a  large  bayaB,  or  division  of  the 
river,  called  Bayau  Chamro,  comes  io,  which  ia 
free  of  anr  obstrnciiMis,  and  the  greater  part  ^ 
the  year  boats  ef  anyseiZe  may  ascend  it,  into 
Lake  Bistoni,  through  which,  to  its  oommanicatioB 
witb  the  lake,  is  onlv  aboat  three  miles  ;  the  lake 
is  about  sixty  mites  long,  and  lays  neatly  parallel 
with  the  river,  from  the  upper  end  of  which  it 
comraaDJcates  again  with  the  river,  by  a  Iwyan 
called  DAiehet,  about  forty  miles  above  the  uppar 
end  of  the  raft ;  from  the  lake  to  the  river,  throngk 
Bayau  Daichet,  is  called  nine  miles ;  there  ia  >!• 
ways  in  this  bavau  sufficient  water  for  any  boat 
to  pass ;  from  tnence  upwards  Red  river  is  free 
of  all  obstruotioDS  lo  the  mountains.  By  Lake 
Bistino,  and  these,  two'  bayaus,  an  island  if 
formed,  about  seventy  miles  long,  and-  three  ai 
four  wide,  capable  of  affording  settlements  iHf^- 
r  lo  none  on  the  river.  From  the  above  ae* 
int  you  wilt  perceive,  that  the  only  diffieultr 
opening  a  boat  passage  by  this  ran,  thnogh 
the  lake,  wnichismueh  shorter  than  by  tbaeoursa 
of  the  river,  and  avoid  the  currant,  and  indeed, 
was  the  river  uaobstructed,  would  alwaya  be  pra* 
ferred,  is  tkis  small  jam  of  timber  at  tne  Pmnt, 
just  below  the  Bayau  Omnno,  as  it  is  called. 

After  the  receipt  of  your  letter  I  had  an  oppoi- 
tugity  of  seeing  some  of  the  Inhabitants  who  liva 
this'place,  who  informed  me,  that  that  small 
was  -easily  broken,  end  that  they  had  lately 
been  talking  of  doing  it  1  persuaded  them  to 
make  the  atte&pt,  and  tbey  accordingly  appoint- 
ed the  Friday  following,  and  all  the  neigbbora 
were  to  be  invited  to  attend  and  assist.  They 
met  accordingly,  and  effected  a  passage  next  to 
one  bank  of  the  river,  so  thai  boats  could  pass, 
but  did  not  enlirdy  break  it;  tbey  intend  to  l«k« 
ipell  at  it,  when  the  water  falls  a  little, 
and  apeak  confidently  of  suoeeeding. 

The  cenntry  about  the  head  of  Lake  Bistino,  is 
highly  ^oken  of.  as  well  the  highlands,  as  tbe 
'rer  bottom.  There  are  falling  into  the  river 
id  lake  in  the  ricinity,  some  handsomfl'  streams 
of  clear  wiMlesome  water  from  towards  Washita, 
one  in  particular  called  Sayan  Badkah  by  the 
Indiana,  which  ia  boaiable  at  some  seasons ;  ihia 
bayau  passes  throagh  a  long,  narrow,  and  rioh 
prairie,  on  which  my  informant  says,  five  hundrad 
RLmilies  might  be  desirably  settled;  and  froA 
thence  np  to  where  tbe  Caddoa  lately  lived,  tbe 
~'  *~'~:h,  bottoms  nride  and  ricb  as 
he  river.  From  Ibeaee  it  ia 
muab  the  Sams  to  the  month  of  tbe  Little  river  of 
the  left;  this  rival  »  genenlly  from  fifty  to  om 


inks  are  high, 
any  other  pan  of  tbe 
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bOD^red  yarda  wide;  heads  in  the  great  prsiries 
south  of  Red  river,  and  interlocks  with  lae  head 
branchei  of  the  Sabine  and  Triaily  riren ;  and 
ID  limes  of  faigh'Waterj  is  boaiable  fonv  or  fifiv 
.  league*,  affording  a  large  body  of  exceileot  welt 
timi.ered  and  rich  land,  the  low  grounds  from 
three  to  Eiz  milei  wide;  but  the  quality  of  the 
'  in  very  inferior  to  that  of 
into  Red  river  on  the  Donh 
side.  The  general  courBe  ef  the  Red  river  frain 
thin  upwards  is  nearly  from  West  to  East,  rill  we 
anire  at  the  Paois  towns,  when  it  lurus  norlh- 
wesLwardiy.  After  leaving  the  mouth  of  the 
Little  river  of  the  lel't,  both  hanks  are  covered 
with  strong,  thick  cane  for  about  twenty  miles ; 
the  low-grounds  very  wide,  rich,  and  do  not  over- 
flow; the  river  wideoirig  in  proportion  as  the 
banks  are  less  liable  to  overflow;  yon  arrive  at  a 
handsome  rich  prairie  twenty-five  mites  on  the 
light  side  and  four  or  five  miles  wide,  bounded  by 
handsome  oak  and  hickory  wAods,  mixed  «-ith 
tome  short  leaved  pine,  interspersed  with  pleas- 
snt  streams  and  fountains  of  water.    The  opposite 

-_    i.i.    _:j-    ; ; ■ <■  .i.-_, jjjg 


or  left  side  is  a  cootiouaiion  of  thick 

rir«r  or  low  lands  ten  or  twelve  miles  wide. 

After  leaving  the  prairie,  the 


about  forty  miles;  you  then  arrive  at  another 
prairie,  called  Little  prairie,,  left  side,  aboat  fivi 
miles  in  length,  and  from  two  or  three  id  breadth, 
opposite  side  continues  cane  as  before ;  low  lands 
wide,  well  limbered,  very  rich,  and  overflqw  but 
little ;  the  river  still  widening.  Back  of  the  low 
gionnds  ia  a  irall  timbered,  rich  upland  country, 
gentljr  rolling  and  well  watered ;  from  the  Little 
prairie,  both  banks  cane  for  ten  or  twelve  miles, 
when  the  oak  and  pine  woods  come  bluff  to  the 
river  for  about  fire  miles;  left  band  sidi , 
before  ;  then  the  same  on  both  sides  for  from  ten' 
to  twenty  jsilei  wide;  fnr  about  Sfleen  miles, 
when  the  cedar  begins  on  both  sides,  and  is  the 
principal  growth  on  the  wide,  rich  river  bottom 
lot  forty  miles ;  in  alt  the  world  there  is  scarcely 
to  be  found  a  more  l)eautirnl  growth  of  cedar  tim- 
ber; they,  like  the  cedars  of  Libtnua,  are  large, 
loflv,  and  straight 

Vou  now  arrive  at  the  mouth  nf  the  Little 
river  of  the  right ;  this  river  isaboalone  hnndred 
«nd  fifty  yards  wide  ;  the  water  clear  as  crystal ; 
the  bottom  of  the  river  stony,  and  is  boatable,  at 
high  water,  up  to  the  great  prairies  near  two  hun- 
dred miles  by  the  course  of  the  river;  the  low 
groands  generally  from  ten  to  fifteen  miles  wide, 
■boanding  with  the  most  luxuriant  gnivrth  of 
tieh  timber,  but  subject  lo  partial  inundation  at 

Criicular  rainy  seasons.  After  leaving  this  river, 
th  banks  of  Red  river  are  cane  as  before  for 
■bout  twenty  miles,  wbai  you  come  to  the  round 
pnirie,  right  side,  about  five  mites  in  circumfer- 
ence. At  this  place  Red  river  ia  fordable  at  low 
water;  a  hard  sionv  bottom,  and  is  the  first  place 
from  its  mouth  wnete  it  can  he  forded.  This 
mund  prairie  is  high  and  pleasant,  snrronnded  by 
handsome  oak  and  hickory  uplands;  leftside  cane 
■s  before,  and  then  the  same  Doth  sides  for  twenty 
vitet  to  the  long  ptsirie,  left  side,  fortv  milei 
long ;  opposite  side  eaae  as  before  j  near  tlie  mid- 


dle of  this  prairie,  there  is  a  lake  of  about  five 
liles  in  circumference,  in  an  oval  form,  neiihct 
ee  nor  shrub  near  it,  nor  stream  of  water  rul- 
ing either  in  or  out  of  it ;  it  is  very  deep,  and  ibe 
water  so  limpid  that  a  ^sh  may  be  seen  fifteen 
feet  from  the  surface.  By  the  side  of  this  lake 
the  Caddoquies  have  lived  from  time  immemo- 
rial. About  one  mile  from  the  lake  is  the  hiUoa 
eed  one  f 
,  _,  a  geaenl  de- 
luge, all  the  world  were  drowned ;  froiQ  which 
family  all  the  Indians  have  originated.  For  this 
little  natural  eminence  all  the  Indian  tribes,  as 
well  as  the  Caddoquies,  for  a  great  diBtanee,  pay 
a  devout  and  saered  homage.  -Here  the  Frene^ 
for  many  years  before  Louisiana  was  ceded  to 
Spain,  had  erected  a  tmall  fort ;  kept  some  soldieis 
to  guard  a  factory  they  bad  here  established  for 
the  Indian  trade,  and  several  French  families 
were  setUed  in  the  vicinity,  built  a  Door  mill,  and 
ctiliivated  wheat  soecessfully  for  aeveral  rears; 
and  it  i;  only  a  few  yean  ago  thai  the  mill  irons 
and  mill  stones  were  ^brought  down;  it  is  about 
iweniv-five  years  since  those  French  families 
moved  down,  and  fourteen  years  since  the  Cad- 
doquies left  It.  Here  is  another  fording  place 
when  the  river  is  lovr.  On  the  opposite  aide  a 
point  of  high  oak,  hickory,  and  pine  land  comes 
bluff  to  the  river  for  about  a  mile;  after  wbieh, 
thick  cane  lothe  upper. end  of  the  prairie;  tkea 
the  same  on  both  sides  for  about  twelve  miles ; 
then  prairie  on  the  left  side  for  twenty  miles,  op- 
posite side  cane;  then  the  same  for  thirty  miles, 
then  an  oak  high  bluff  three  miles,  caae  again  for 
about  the  same  distance,  on  both  side;  then  for 
about  on^  league,  left  side,  is  a  beauiiful  grove  of 
paeans,  intermixed  with  no  other  growtk;  aftai 
which,  cane  both  sides  for  forty  miles ;  then 
prairie,  left  side,  for  twenty  miles,  and  from  oac 
to  two  miles  only  in  depth ;  abont  the  middle  i^ 
which  comes  ia  a  bayau  of  clear  running  water, 
about  fifty  feet  wide  ;  then  eans  again  boih  side* 
of  the  river  for  about  forty  miles ;  then,  on  the 
right  side,  a  point  of  high  pine  woods  bluff  to  ihe 
river  for  about  half  a  mite,  cane  again  fifteen  or 
sixteen  miles;  then  a  bluff  of  large  white  rocks 
for  about  hall  a  mile,  near  one  hundred  feet  high, 
cane  again  aboDt  foriy-iive  miles  to  a  prairie  <» 
the  right  side,  of  about  thirty  miles  Itm^  and 
twelve  or  fifteen  miles  wide;,  there  is  a  thin  skirt 
of  wood  along  the  bank  of  tbe  river,  that  wl>ea 
the  leaves  are  on  the  trees,  the  prairie  is,  from  ike 
river,  scarcely  to  be  seen.  From  the  apper  end 
of  this  prairie  it  is  thick  cane  again  for  about  six 
mites,  when  we  arrive  at  the  month  o(  bayka 
Qalk,  which  is  on  the  right  side,  abont  thirty 
yards  wide,  a  beaQiiful,  clear,  ranntng  stream  w 
wholesome  well  lasted  water;  after  passing  'which, 
it  is  thick  cane. again  for  iweniy-Gve  miles,  'when 
we  arrive  at  a  rivet  that  falls  in  on  the  right  aide, 
which  is  called  by  Ihe  Indians  Klamitchie,aDd  by 
the  French  La  Riviere  la  Mine,  or  Mine  river, 
which  is  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yaiils  wid^ 
the  water  clear  and  good,  and  is  liontable  nboui 
sixLv  miles  to  the  silver  mine,  vThich  is  on  the 
banx  of  tbe  river,  aod  the  ore  appeaia  in  lni|e 
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quBnlitiet,  but  the  richoei*  of  it  is  uot  knowo. 
The  lodiaaa  inform  of  their  discorering  another, 
about  a  year  ago,  aa  a  creek  that  eiiipii«E  iota  the 
Kiomitcbie,  about  three  miles  from  its  mouih|tb« 
ore  of  which  they  aaj  resembles  the  other.  The 
bottom  land  of  this  river  ti  not  wide,  but  rich  ; 
the  adjoiuiDs  high  lands  are  rich,  wdl  timbered, 
well  WRiere<r  and  sitaaied.  About  the  miaerthe 
current  of  the  river  is  too  slroug  for  boats  ta  as- 
cend it,  the  counirT  being  hilly.  After  passing 
the  Kiomitchie,  both  banks  of  the  river  ire  cov- 
ered with  thick  cane  for  twenty-five  miles,  theoj 
left  side,  a  high  pine  bluff  appears  again  to  the 
river  for  about  half  a  mile,  after  which  nothing 
but  cane  again  on  each  side  for  about  forty  miles, 
which  brioga  you.  (o  the  mouth  of  a  handsome 
bayaa,  left  side,  calleij  by  the  ludiRQa  Nahailcba, 
which,  in  English,  means  the  Kick  ;  the  French 
call  it  Bois  d^Arc,  or  Boxwood  creek,  from  the 
large  quantity  of  that  wood  that  grows  upon  it. 
On  this  bayau  trappers  have  been  more  successful 
in  caichiog  beaver  than  on  any  ofher  water  of 
Red  river  ;"it  communicates  with  a  lake,  three  or 
four  milesfrom  itsmouth, called  Swan  lake, from 
the  great  number  of  swan  that  frequent  it ;  it  is 
believed  that  ;ihis  bayau  is  beatable  at  high  water 
for  twenty  or  thirtyleagues,  from  what  I  have  been 
informed  by  some  huo  ten  with  w6om  I  have  con- 
rersed  who  have  been  upon  it.  The  low  grounds 
are  from  three  to,  six  miles  wide,  very  rich,  the 
principal  growth  on  it  is  the  bois  dVc  The 
greatprainesapproach  pretty  near  thelow^rooads 
on  each  side,  of  this  creek,;  leaving  which  it  is 
eaiie  both  sides  for  about  eight  miles,  when  we 
arrive  at  the  mouth  of  the  Vazzures,  or  Boggy 
river,  which  is  about  two  hundred  yards  wide, 
Hoft  miry  bottom,  the  water  whitish,  but  well 
tasted.  .  Attempts  have  be^u  made  to  ascend  it 
in  perogues,  but  it  was  found  to  be  obstructed  by 
%  raft  of  log?,  about  twenty  'miles  up  it.  The 
current  was  found  to  be  gentle,  aod  depth  of 
water  lufficient;  was  the' cnaunel  not  obstructed 
might  be  ascehded  far  up  i;.  The  low  grounds 
on  this  river  are  not  as  wide  as  on  must  of  the 
rivers  that  fall  into  Red  river,  hut  very  rich  ;  the 
high  lands  are  a  strong  clay  soil;  the  principil 
growth  oak.  After  leaving  this  river,  the  banks 
of  Red  river  arb  alteroately  caoe  aod  prairie ; 
timber  is  very  small,  and  scattered  along  only  in 
places;  it  is  only  now  to  be  seen  Bloog  the  water 
courses.  From  the  Bog^  river  to  the  Blue  river 
is  about  fifty  miles,  which  cornea  in  on  the  right 
aide.  The  water  of  this  river  is  called  blue,  from 
its  extreme  transparency;  it  is  said  to  be  well 
tasted  and  admired  for  its  quality  to  drink.  The 
bed  of  this  tiver  is  lined  generally  with  black  and 
greyish  flint  Mones ;  it  is  about  fifty  yards  wide, 
and  re{)reseDted  as  a  beautiful  stream;  perogues 
ascend  it  about  sixty  or  seventy  miles.  The  low 
grounds  of  Blue  river  are  a  good  width  for  plan- 
tations, very  rich;  the' growth  paean,  and  every 
■pMiea  of  the  walouL  The  whole  couatry  here, 
except  DD  the  margin  of  the  water  courses,  is  one 
tmmease  prairie.  After  passing  this  river  copses 
of  wood  only  are  to  be  seen  here  and  there  along 
the  rirei  bank  for  aboni  twenty-fivo  railea,  to  a 


small  turgid  river,  called  by  the  Indiana  Baba- 
cfaaba,  and  by  the  French  Fcuioacheta;  some 
call  it  the  Missouri  branch  of  Red  river ;  it  emlta 
a  consiJerable  quantity  of  water;  runs  from 
North  to  South,  and  falls  Into  Red  river  nearly 
at  right  angles,  and  heads  near  the  head  of  tfaV 
Arkensas,  and  is  so  braokish  it  cannot  be  drank. 
On  this  rjver,  and  on  a  branch  of  the  Arkensaa, 
not  fat  from  it,  the  Indians  Sod  thesaltrockt 
pieces  of.it  have  often  been  brought  to  Nstichi- 
toches  by  hunters,  who  procured  it. from  tbe  lo- 
dians.  Krom  the  mouth  of  this  river,  through  tha 
prairie,, to  the  mala  branch  of  the  Arkensas,  is 
three  days' journey ;.. perhaps  sixty  or  seventy 
mile*  in  a  straight  line.  From  this  to  the  Fanis,* 
or  Towrache  towns,  by  land,  is  about  thirty  milea 
and  by  water,  double  that  distance ;  the  river  ia 
nearly  a  mile  wide.  '  The  country  on  each  side^ 
"  y  hundreds  of  miles,  is  all  prairie. 


for  many  hundreds  of  miles,  is  all  prairie,  except 
a  skirt  of  wood  aloiTg  the  river  bank,  and  on  toe 
smaller  streams ;  what  trees  there ,are  are  small  { 
the  grass  ia  gieen  summer  and  winter.  In  be- 
tween thirty-t^reeand  thirtjr-four  decrees  of  north 
latitude,  the  soil  is  very  rich,  producing,  luxo- 
ribusly,  ezerythiog  that  is  plaa.ted  in  it ;  tlie  rivec 
from  this  upwards, for  oiie  hundred  and  Gftymilea, 
continaes  at  least  a  mile  wide,  and  may  he  aa* 
cended  in  perogues. 

Mr.  Qrappe,  to  whoot  I  am  indebted  for  tha 
foregoing  accurate  description  of  Red  river,  in- 
formed me  that  his  personal  knowledge  of  it  did 
not  extend  but  little  above  the  Psnis  totvns;  bat 
Mr.  Brevel,  t{  the  Isle  Brevel,  who  was  born  at 
the  Caddo  old  towns  where  he  was,  bad  been  fur- 
ther up  it,  and  that  whatever  account  he  gave  me 
might  he  relied  on. 

f  therefore  sought  an  opporlnnity,  a  few  days 
after,  to  obtain  froig  Mr.  Brevel  ths  following 
narrative,  which  I  .wrote  down  from  hia  own 
month  as  he  related  it : 


7  f  ,  .  . 
party  of  young  Indian  men,  with  whom  I  had 
been  partly  raised,  on  a  hunting  voyage,  and  to 
procure  horses.  We  kept  up  on  the  south  side  of 
Red  river,  ai  near  it  Ew  we  couU  convenieDily 
cross  the  small  streams  that  fall  in,  sometimes  at 
some  dintance,an,d  at. others  very  near  it,  aod  in 
sight  of  it.  We  found  the  country  all  prairia, 
except  small  copses  of  wood,  cedar,  cotton  wood, 
!heto,  among  which  a  stick  six  inchea  in 
could  not  be  found ;  the  surface  becom- 
ing more  and  more  light,  sandy  and  billy,  with 
ledges'of  ciifte  of  a  greyish  sandy  roca,  but  eraj 
where  covered  with  herbage.  We  found  tnany 
small  streams  falling  into  the  river,  but  none  of 
any  considerable  size,  or  that  discharged  much 
water  in  dry  seasons,  but  many  deep  gullTes  formed 
by  the  rain  water.  After  travelling  for  several 
days  over  a  country  of  this  description^  the couih 
try  became  more  broken,  the  hiUi  nsing  into 
mountaina,  among  which  ws  aaw  a  great  deal  of 
rock  Ball,  aod  an  ore,  the  Indians  "'' — 

aften 


eaning  the  white  people's)  treasure,  which 
erwards  learned  was  stiver;  and  that,  arnou 
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kODdred  jirda  wide;  heads  i a  the  great  prairies 
aouth  of  Red  rirer,  aod  interlocks  wiih  the  head 
bmocbes  of  the  Sabine  and  Trioilf  rirers  ;  and 
in  times  of  high-walerf  is  boaiable  forty  ot  fifiy 
.  leagues,  afibrdiDg:  a  large  body  of  mcelleDt  well 
timi.ered  and  rich  land,  the  low  ground*  from 
three  to  tiz  miles  wide;  but  the  quality  of  the 
water,  though  clear,  in  very  inferior  to  that  of 
the  strearaa  that  fall  ioio  Red  river  on  the  north 
aide.  The  general  course  of  the  Red  river  from 
thid  upwards  is  nearly  from  West  to  East,  till  we 
•rriTc  at  the  Panis  towns,  when  it  turns  north- 
westwardly. After  lesTiDg  the  mouth  of  the 
Little  riTer  of  the  leit,  both  hanks  are  covered 
with  etroDg,  thick  cane  for  about  twenty  miles; 
the  low-grouods  very  wide,  rich,  and  do  not  over- 
flow; the  river  widening  in  proportion  as  the 
baokii  are  less  liable  to  overflow ;  you  arrive  al  a 
handsome  rich  prairie  twenty-five  miles  on  the 
right  side  and  four  or  five  miles  wide,  bounded  by 
handsome  oak  and  hickory  wOods,  mixed  uith 
some  short  leaved  pine,  interspersed  with  pleas- 
ant streams  and  fountains  of  water.  The  opposite 
or  left  side  is  a  continuation  of  thick  cane;  the 
river  or  low  lands  ten  or  twelve  miles  wide. 
After  leaving  the  prairie,  the  cane  continues  far 
about  forty  miles;  you  then  arrive  at  another 
prairie,  called  Little  prairie^left  aide,  aboat  five 
miles  in  length,  and  from  two  or  three  in  breadth; 
opposite  side  continaes  cane  as  before ;  low  lands 
wide,  well  limbered,  very  rich,  and  overflqw  but 
Uttle;  the  nver  still  widening.  Back  of  the  low 
grounds  is  a  mil  limbered,  rich  upland  country, 
genUy  rolling  and  well  watered ;  from  the  Little 
prairie,  both  banks  cane  for  ten  or  twelve  miles, 
when  the  oak  and  pine  woods  come  bluff  to  the 
river  for  about  five  miles;  left  hand  side,  cane  as 
before ;  then  the  same  on  both  sides  for  from  ten 
to  twenty  jnile*  wide;  for  about  fifteen  miles, 
when  the  cedar  begins  on  both  sides,  and  is  the 
principal  growth  on  ibe  wide,  rich  river  bottom 
for  forty  miles  ;  in  all  the  world  there  is  scarcely 
to  be  found  a  mote  beautiful  growth  of  cedar  tim- 
perj  tbey,  like  the  cedars  of  Libanus,  are  larire 
lonv,  and  straighL  '^  ' 

You  now  arrive  at  the  month  of  the  Little 
liver  of  the  right  j  this  river  is  aboutone  hundred 
and  fifty  yards  wide  ;  the  water  clear  aa  crystal 
the  bottom  of  the  river  stony,  and  is  boaiable  ai 
high  water,  ap  to  the  great  prairies  near  two  hun- 
dred miles  by  the  course  of  the  river  j  the  low 
grounds  generally  from  tei 
abounding  with  the  most 
rich  timber,  but  subject  to 

Krticnlar  rainy  seasons.  A 
th  banks  of  Red  river  i 
about  twenty  miles,  when  y 
pnurie,  right  side,  about  fiv 
«Dce.  At  this  place  Red  ri 
water;  a  hard  sIodv  bottom 
from  its  mouth  wQere  it  < 
round  prairie  is  high  and  pli 
handsome  oak  and  hickory  i 
as  before,  and  then  iha  same 
miles  to  the  long  prairie,  1 
long ;  oppoaiie  side  oaoe  aa  t 


die  of  this  prairie,  there  is  a  lake  of  about  B« 
les  in  circumference,  in  an  oval  fonn,  Deiita«f 
e  nor  shrub  near  it,  nor  stream  of  water  rnn- 
igeiiherin  or  out  of  it;  ii  is  very  deep,  and  iM 
.._ter  so  limpid  ibat  a  fish  may  be  seen  fifieea 
feet  from  the  surface.  By  the  side  of  tbw  Uke 
the  Caddoqniea  have  lived  from  tione  immemo- 
riat.  About  one  mile  from  the  lake  is  the  hiUoa 
bich  they  say  the  Great  Spirit  placed  oiie  Caddo 
family,'  who  were  saved  when,  by  a  general  de- 
luge, all  the  world  were  drowned ;  from  which 
family  all  the  Indians  have  originated.  Forlhn 
little  natural  eminence  ail  the  Indian  tribe*,  as 
well  as  the  Caddoquies,  for  a  great  distance,  pay 
a  devout  and  sacred  homage.  ■  Here  the  French, 
for  many  years  before  Louisiana  wa*  ceded  to 
Spain,  had  erected  a  small  fort;  kept  some  soldien 
lo  guard  a  factory  they  had  here  established  for 
the  Indian  trade,  and  several  French  familie* 
were  settled  in  the  vicinity,  built  a  flourailLan^ 
eilltivited  wheat  successfully  for  sevenl  rears; 
and  it  is  only  a  few  years  ago  that  the  mill  irons 
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down,  and  fourteen  years  since  the  Cad- 
loquiea  left  it.  Here  is  another  fording  place 
when  the  river  is  low.     On  the -opposite  side  a 

Eoiut  of  high  oak,  hickory,  and  pioe  land  comes 
luff  (o  the  river  for  about  a  mile;  after  wkicli, 
thick  cane  to  the  upper  end  of  the  prairie;  then 
the  same  on  both  sides  for  about  twelve  miles; 
then  prairie  on  the  left  side  for  twenlT  miles,  op- 
posite side  cane;  then  the  same  for  tkiny  milea, 
then  an  oak  high  bluff  three  milea,  cane  again  Ibr 
about  the  same  distanee,  on  both  side;  then  for 
about  one  league,  left,  side,  is  a  beautifnl  grove  of 
paeans,  intermixed  with  no  other  growth;  after 
which,  cane  both  aides  for  forty  miUa;  then 
prairie,  left  side,  for  twenty  miles,  and  from  o« 
lo  two  miles  only  in  depth  ;  about  the  siddte  ct 
which  comes  in  a  bayau  of  clear  lonning  water, 
about  fifty  foet  wide  ;  then  cane  again  feMh««ts 
of  the  river  for  about  forty  milea;  ihe^*  ™ 
right  side,  a  point  of  high  ptoe  wood*  UiCw the 
river  for  about  half  a  mile,  cane  agaifi Mm* <■ 
sixteen  miles;  then  a  bluff  of  '■"^^■P^'!*^ 
for  about  halt  a  mile,  near  ana  hnwW^IWtf'l*' 
cane  again  about  forty-five  mitaa  Jl  "  " 

the  rignt  side,  of  about  thirty  lUili 
twelve  or  fifteen  mtlea  wide  jtUUWI  j| 
of  wood  along  the  bank-  of  4' 
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these  mDaDtains  of  miaes,  we  otttn  heard  a  noise 
like  the  explosion  of  a  canDonjOr  distant  ibnoder. 
which  the  Indians  said  was  the  spirit  of  the  white 
people  working  in  thpir  treasure,,  which,  I  after- 
wards was  ioformed,  was  the  blowing  of  the 
mines,  as  it  is  called,  which  is  common  in  all  p&^ts 
of  Spanish  America  where  mines  exist.  The 
inain  branch  of  the  rirer  became  smaller,  tioiil 
it  divided  into  almost  innumerable  streams  that 
issued  out  of  the  valleys  among  these  moanlains ; 
the  soil  is  verr  light  and  spndr,  and  of  a  reddish 
grey  color.  We  travelled  on  from  the  top  of  one 
moDntain  to  the  top  of  another,  in  hopes  the  one 
we  were  ascending  was  always  the  last,  till  the 
'  small  streams  we  met  with  ran  the  contrary  way, 
towards  Ihe  setting  gun,  and  the  lands  declining 
that  wa^.  We  cootinued  od  till  the  streams  en- 
larged mto  B  river  of  considerable  size,  and  the 
coDntry  beeame  level,  well  timbered,  the  soil  a 
rich  black  loam ;  the  watera  were  all  cleat  aod 
well  tasted.  Here  we  ftinnd  a  great  many  differ- 
ent tribes  of  the  Hletan, '  Appaehes,  and  Cbncee 
Indians;  we  likewise  fell  in  with  them  frequently 
from  the  time  we  had  been  a  feW  days  oat  froip 
(he  Panis  towns^  and  were  alwars  treated  kindly 

3"  r  thpm.  I  believe  the  distance  from  the  Panis 
d  towns  to  where  we  saw  the  last  of  Red  river 
water,  is  at  least  one  hundred  leagdes;  an'd  in 
CTDSsing  over  the  ridge,  we  saw  no  animals  that 
were  not  common  in  all  the  country  of  Lonisfana, 
escept  the  spotted  tiger,  and  a  few  white  bears. 
After  spending  some  days  on  the  western  waters,' 
we  set  off  for  the  settlements  of  Santa  Pe,  steer- 
ing nearly  a  sontheast  coarse,  and  in  a  few  days 
wereont  of  the  timbered  into  pitiirie  country  j  the 
country  became  broken  and  oilly,  the  waicre  all 


e,and  we  freqoently  passed 
ihinrn  of  silver  ore.  We  artired;  at  ieBgih.  at  a 
small,  meanly  built  town  in  the  Santa  'Fe  settle- 
ment: cotitaining  about  one  hundred  houses,  round 
which  were  some  small,  cultivated  fields,  fenced 
nund  with  small  cedar  and  moschelo  brosh,  wat- 
tled in  stakes.  This  linle  town  was  oii  a  sUatl 
Stream  of  water  that  ran  Westwatdly,  and,  in  a 
dry  season,  scarcely  ran  at  all ;  and  the  inhabi- 
tants were  obliged  to  water  their  cattle  frotn 
wells. 

And  I  understood  that  the  bayau  upoo'which  this 
t6wn  is  situated,  was  no  part  of  the  Rio  Grande, 
but  fell  into  the  western  ocean;  but  of  that  I  might 
have  been  mistakeit;  I  Understood  that  similar 
amall  towns,  or  missions  were  within  certain  dis- 
tances of  each  other  for  a  great  extent  south- 
wardly towards  Mexico ;  and  that  the  inhabiianis 
were  mostly  christianized  Indians  and  Matiffs. 
That  the  mines  in  that  settlement  afforded  very 
rich  ore.  which  was  taken  away  in  large  quanti- 
ties, packed  on  mules,  and  had  the  same  appe'ar- 
saee  of  what  we  met  with  about  the  head  braoches 
of  Red  river.  After  fumishiDg  ourselves  with 
horses  at  this  place,  we  set  off  again  for  the  Panis 
towns,  frotn  whence  we  started,  steering  at  first 
Mtathwardly,  io  order  to  avoid  a  high,  monntain- 
ons  country,  that  is  difficult  to  cross,  that  lies  be- 
nreen  Bmhta  Fe  ud  Bed  rirer.    After  tniTelliig 


some  distance  sonih^  we  tnrned  our  course  nonb- 
eastwardlv,  and  arrived  at  the  Paais  towns  in 
eighteen  days  from  the  day  we  left  Santa  Fe  set- 
tlements, and  three  months  and  twenty  day*  fma, 
the  time  we  started." 

He  isiof  the  opinion,  that  from  the  Panis  towns 
td  Santa  Fe,  in  a  rlvht  line,  is  pearly  three  huo- 
dred  miles,  and  all  the  Country  prairie,  a  few  semt- 
lering  cedar, knobs  exceptedi  After  he  had  fin- 
isheaiiis  narrative,  I  asked  him  how  far  Red  lirer 
was  beatable.  He  said,  not  much  above  the  Panit 
old  towns ;  not  that  be  knew  of  any  particnlai 
falls  or  obstructions,  but  that  the  head  far«achei 
of  the  river  caDie  from  steep  mountaios,  on  which 
the  rain  ofteo  poured  down  in  lorrenis,  and  runs 
Into  the  rivet  with  suck  velocity,  sweeping  al<^ 
with  it  large  quantities  of  loose  earth,  ofwhich 
these  hills  and  nioijntains  are  compoied;  that  it 
rolls  like  a  swell  in  the  sea,  and  would  either  not 
ori^rry  along  with  it  any  boat  that  i(  might  mMt 
in  the  river-  Bat,  he  observed  at  the  same  time, 
that  bis  opinion  Was  founded  ob  no  expetiment 
that  he  had  ever  known  made.  I  asked  him  lE 
the  Indians  had  no  perognes  high  op  in  the  rivet. 
He  told  me  that  the  Indians  there  knew  nothing 
of  the  use  of  them,  for  instead  of  their  being,  for 
hundredsof  miles,  a  tree  larse  enough  for ■  canoe, 
one  could  scarcelv  be  rouniTlarge  enough  to  make 
a  fowl  trough.  I  asked  him  what  animals  were 
found  in  the  great  prairies.  He  told  me^hai  from 
Blue  river,  upwards,  on  both  sides  of  Red  liret^ 
there  were  innumerable  quantities  of  wild  horses, 
hu^lo,  bearSj  wolves,  elk,  deer,  foxes,  saogljer^ 
or  wild  hogs,  antelope,  white  hares,  rabbits,  Ac, 
and  po  the  mountains  the  spotted  tigtr,  panther, 
and  wild  cat.  He  farther  told  me,  that  about 
twenty-lhree  ytars  ago,  he  was  employed  by  the 


Fe,  who.  were  at  war  with  tbe  Spaniards,  to  try 
to  make  a  peace  with  ihcm,  and  briDj;  in  some  of 
the  chiefs  to  St.  Antoine.  He  set  oS*  from  that 
place  with  a  party  of  soldiers  and  waa  to  have 
gone  to  Santa  Fe;  they'passed  on  a  northwe^- 
wardly  course  for  about  two  hundred  miles,  bat 
after  gettiog  into  the  Great  Prairie,  the  season 
being  dry,  thev  were  forced  to  turn  back  for  want 
ofwaierror  themselves  and  horses,  and  that  he 
does  not  know  how  near  he  went  to  Satiia  Fe, 
but  believes  he  might  have  been  half  way. 

Tbe  accounts  given  by  Mr.  Brevel,  Mr.  Grappe^ 
and  all  otber  hunters  with  whom  I  have  con- 
versed, of  the  immense  droves  of  animals  ibai,  at 
the  bezinning  of  winter,  descend  from  the  moun- 
tains down  southwardly,  into  the  timbered  coun- 
try, is  almost  incredible.  They  say  tbat  the  buf- 
falo and  bear,  particularly,  are  la  droves  of  many 
thousands  together,  that  blackeo  the  whole  sur- 
face of  the  earth,  and  continue  passing,  withoal 
iniermissioo,  fbr  w^ks  together,  so  that  tbe  whole 
surfaceoftbecouniry  is, for  many  miles  in  breadth, 
trodden  like  a  large  road. 

I  am,  sir,  &«., 

JOHN  8IBL£T. 


Natobitoobk*,  April  10, 1806. 
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DittanctM  up  Red  river  &y  tl^e  coitrte  of  the  river. 

Fiom  the  mouth  of  Red  river  to  Black  river  31 

10  Baker's  landing,  lower  eod  aroyal  51 

Lb  Olec's  ditto,  QDMr  end  aroyal    •  15 

Rice's 6 

Hoome'a -  .  18 

Nicholas  Grubb's      -       •       -       -  21 

moutb  orbayau  Rapide    -        -       -  15 

Indian  Tillages          -        -        -        -  22 

Mouol  Pleasant,  Qillard'a  place       -  7 

moQth  of  Rii;alade  Bondieu    -        -  fi 

Mouoeie's  plantatioo       .       .        .  lo 

moutb  of  Little  tiTer       -        -        •  24 

bayou  Brevell  -       -       -        -       -  20 

Natchitoches    -        -       -       -       •  20 

Oraod  Ecore    -       -        -       -        .  lO 

Compti     ------  30 

bayau  Channo          -        .  ■    .        -  15 

lake  Biniino,  throngh,  bann  ChaoDO  3 
ibrouffb  lake  Blstino  io  the  upper  esd 

of  Channo  -  -  -  -  -  60 
throngb  bayau  Daicbei  to  the  river 

again    ------  J 

Ute  Caddo  villages  where  they  Ured 

"-e  years  ago  "" 
■    !rofihi 


Little : 


rUte  left 
3,  left  side 


upper  end  of  ditl 

'    Little  prairie,  Id'i  side  .       -       - 

upper  end  ditto  ... 

Fine  Blnl^  right  side  -        -       . 

upper  end         ditto  -        -       . 

upjwrend  ditto  and  nu>nth  of  Little 
river  of  the  right  -  -  -  - 
round  prairie,  right  side,  (Brst  ford- 
ing place)  -  .  -  .  - 
lower  end  of  Long  prairie,  left  side  - 
upper  end  .  ditto  -  -  . 
next  prairie,  same  aide  .  -  . 
upper  end  of  the  same  ... 
three  mile  oak  and  pine  bluff  - 
Facan  Qrove  -  -  .  -  . 
uffer  end  of  the  same  -  -  . 
prairie  next  above  the  paeans  - 
upper  end  of  the  same  ... 
Pine  Bluff,  right  side  ... 
,  White-oak  Bluff  ...  - 
nest  prairie,  right  side  .-  -  - 
upper  end  ditto  -  .  .  - 
bayau  Galle,  right  side  ... 
mouth  ef  Kiomiichie  ar  Mine  river 
Pine  Bluff,  left  aide  -  -  -  - 
bayou  Kick  or  Boii  d'arc  creek 
the  Vazzures,  or  Boggy  river,  right 

aide 

Blue  river,  right  side        -        -       . 
Faux  Oacbeto  or  Missouri  branch 
Finis  or  Towiacbe  towns 
Pania  or  ditto  old  towns  -        -       ■ 
head  branch  of  Red  river,  or  dividing 

To  which  may  be  added  for  ao  mnch  ibe 
distance  being  shortened  by  goirw  through 
Lake  Biitino than ibe coune oltbe river 


ampoti 

it  falls  into  ilie  Mississippi       -       .        -1,831 
T6  which  add  the  distance  from  the  moutb 
of  Red  river  to  the  ocean,  by  either  the 
Missiraippi  or  the  Cbeffeli,  which  waaonce 
probably  the  mouth  of  Red  river     .        .320 

Total  length  of  Red  rirer         .  2,151 


OBSERVATIONS, 
Made  in  a  Toyage  caromencinB  at  St.  Cattiaiine'e 
landing,  an  the  east  bank  of  tha  Mioiaippi,  prooaad. 
iag  downwuda  to  tba  month  of  ttie  Red  river,  and 
from  thence  aaoandingthatriver,  the  Black  iiTer,*ad 
the  Washita  rirer,  ■•  high  a*  the  hot  sprisga  in  the 
praximity  of  tbeUatmentianediiver;  extiaeledfrom 
the  journal*  of  Williaai  Soobar,  Esq.,  and  Doctor 

Mr.  Dunbar,  Doctor  Hunter,  and  the  party 
employed  by  the  United  Slates  to  make  a  survey 
of,  and  explore  the  coautry  traversed  by  the  Wasli. 
ita  river,  left  St.  Catharine's  landing,  ou  the  Mi^ 
sissinii,  in  latitude  31°  26'  30"  N.  and  loogiluda 
6bB.  y  5Q^  W.  from  the  meridian  of  Greenwich, 
oa  Tuesday  the  16th  of  October,  1804.  A  little 
distance  below  Sl  Catharine's  eieek,  and  five 
leagneafrom  Naiches,  they  passed  the  White  Cli^ 
composed  chic%  of  aaod,  surmonnted  by  pine, 
and  i(om  one  hundred  to  two  hundred  feet  high. 
When  the  waters  of  the  Mississippi  are  low,  the 
base  of  the  cliff  is  uncovered,  which  consists  of 
different  colored  clays,  and  some  beds  of  ocbra, 
overmhich  there  lies,  in  some  places,  a  tbin  lamina 
of  iron  ore.  Small  springs  posseatiog  a  petrifying 
quality  flow  over  the  elay  and  oehre,  end  nume- 
rous logs  and  pieces  of  limber,  converted  intostoDb 
are  strewed  about  ibe  beach.  Fine  pure  argil 
of  various  cotora,  chiefly  white  and  red,  is  found 

On  the  17th  they  arrived  at  the  mouth  of  Red 
river,  the  confluence  of  which  with  the  Miaaiaaip- 
pi,  agreeably  to  the  obwrvalions  of  Mr.  De  Ferrer, 
lies  in  Intitude  31°  1'  IS"  N.  and  longitude  6hs. 
7'  11"  W.  of  Greenwich.  Red  river  isliereaboat 
five  hundred  yards  wide,  and  without  any  sensible 
currant..  The  banks  of  the  river  are  clothed  with 
willow ;  the  land  low  and  subject  to  inundation, 
lo  the  height  of  thirty  feet  or  more  above  the  level 
of  the  water  at  Ihb  time.  The  mouth  of  the  Red 
river  is  acconoied  lo  be  seventy^ve  leagues fVom 
New  Orleans,  and  three  milea  liigber  up  than  the 
Cbafalaya. or  Opelonsa  river,  which  was  probably 


of  the  Red  riverwhen  ita  wiiEeradid 
□□t  Daite  wiib  those  of  the  Mississippi  but  during 
the  inundation. 

On  the  18th  the  survey  of  the  Red  river  was 
commenced,  and  on  ihe  evening  of  the  ]9ih  the 
parly  arrived  at  the  mouth  of  ine  Black  river,  in 
latitude  31°  15'  48"  N.  and  about  twenty-six  miles 
from  the  Mississippi.  The  Red  river  derives  iu 
name  fiom  the  rich  fat  earth,  or  marie,  of  ibal 
color,  borne  down  by  the  fluods ;  Ihe  last  of  which 
appeared  to  have  deposited  on  the  high  bank  • 
stratum  of  upwards  of  half  an  inch  in  thickuen. 
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The  Tegetilioa  on  ila  bankB  is  nurprisiDgly  luiu- 
tiant ;  no  doubt  owing  to  (he  deposition  oi  marie 
duriag  its  annual  floods.  The  willows  grow  to  a 
good  size  i  but  other  foreat  trees  are  mach  smaller 
than  those  seen  on  the  banks  of  the  Minisslppi. 
AajQu  advance  uplhe  river, it ErBduHllv  narrows; 
iD  Tailtude  31°  .08  N.  it  is  about  two  hundred 
yardt  wirle,  which  width  is  coutiaued  to  ihe 
mouth  of  Black  river,  where  each  of  ibeiD  appears 
one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  acrois.  The  banks 
of  the  river  are  corered  with  pes  vine  and  several 
■oris  ofgrasf,  bearing  seed,  which  geese  and  ducks 
eat  very  greedily  i  and  there  are  generally  seen 
willows  growing  on  one  side,  and  on  Ihe  other  a 
■mall  growth  ofDlack  oak.  packawn,  hickory,  elm, 
Ac  The  current  in  the  Red  river  is  so  moderate 
Bi  scarcely  to. afford  an  impedimenl  to  its  ascent. 
On  sounding  Ibe  Black  river  a  little  above  ils 
mouth,  there  was  foartd  tvenly  feet  of  water,  with 
a  bottom  of  black  sand.  The  water  of  Black  river 
is  rather  clearer  than  that  of  the  Ohio,  and  of  a 
warm  temperature,  which  it  may  receive  from  the 
water  flowing  into  it  from  (he  valley  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, pariicularly  by  the  Catahoola.  At  noon 
on  the  23d,  by  a  good  iqeridiBD  ob«ervatioD,  they 
aneertained  their  latitude  to  be  30°  36'  29"  N. 
aod  wertf  ibeti  a  little  below  ibe  mouths  of  the^ 
Catahoola,  Washita  and  Bayau  Tenza  the  united 
waters  of  which  form  the  Black  river,  which  in 
many  places  does  not  exceed  eighty  yards  in  width. 
The  banks  on  the  lower  part  of  the  river  present 
a  ^eal  luxuriance  of  vegetation  and  rank  grass, 
with  red  and  black  oak,  aeh,  paccawn,  hiotory, 
and  BOni«  elms.*  The  soil  is  black  marie,  mixed 
with  a  moderate  proportion  of  sand,  resembling 
much  (be  soil  on  the' Mississippi  banks;  yet  (he 
forest  iraea  are  not  lofty,  likeifaose  on  the  tuargin 
of  the  greet  river,  bui  resembling  the  grirwth  an 
the  Red  riw.  In  laiitade  31"  29'  i&f  N.  (hey 
observed  (hat  aanes  greW  on  several  par(s  of  (he 
right  bank,  a  proof  that  the  land  is  not  deeply 
overflowed ;  perhaps  from  one  to  three  feet ;  the 
banks  have  the  appearance  of  stability ;  very  little 
willow,  or  other  productions  of  a  newly  formed 
soil  being  seen  on  either  side.  On  advancing  up 
thcriver,  the  timber  becomes  larger,  in  somepTacea 
rising  to  the  heigbi  of  forty  feet ;  yet  the  land  is 
liable  to  be  inundated,  not  from  the  waters  of  this 
small  river,  bu(  from  the  intrusion  of  its  more 
powerful  neighbor  the  Mississippi.    The  lands  de- 

'Amnng  the  plants  growing  on  the  margin  of  the 
rival  is  the  chnia  root,  used  in  medicine,  and  Uie  eantae, 
Mcsslonally  used  by  &e  hunters  for  food :  the  last  has 
a  bnlboua  root,  ten  times  the  siie  of  a  man's  Gst  In 
preparing  it,  thej  first  wash  it  cloan  from  aartb,  then 
pound  it  well,  and  add  water  to  the  mass  and  .stir  it  up; 
after  a  moment's  ssttlemeni  the  water  and  fecula  is 
poored  off:  this  operation  is  repeated  nntil  it  jietdi  no 
More  facola,  Ihe  fibioiu  part  only  being  left,  which  is 
thrown  away  aa  uasleas ;  the  water  is  then  poured  from 
Iha  sediment,  which  is  dried  in  loe  sno  and  wilt  keep 
a  bug  time.  '  lEisredueedinto  powder  and  mixed  with 
Indian  meal  or  flour,  and  makes  wbolsMime  and  agreea- 
Ua  food.  The  labor  is  performed  bj  the  women  nbibit 
Ikej  are  keepiiig  the  camp;  and  their  hoabands  are  in 
Iha  woods  hunting. 


dine  rapidly,  aa  in  all  alluvial  countries, from  the 
ronrgin  (o  the  Cypress  swamps,  where  more  ot 
less  water  stagnates  all  (he  year  round.  On  the 
SIsi  they  pasKed  a  small,  but  elevated  island,  aaid 
(o  be  the  Only  one  in  this  river  for  more  than  one 
hundred  leagues  ascending.  On  the  left  bank, 
near  this  island,  a  small  settlement  of  a  eoapleaf 
acres  has  been  begun  by  a  man  and  his  wife.  Tba 
banks  are  not  leas  than  ror(y  ree(  above  the  prcaeu 
level  of  the  water  in  (he  river,  and  are  bat  rarriy 
overflowed ;  on  bo(b  sides  they  are  clothed  with 
rich  cane  brake,  pierced  by  creeks  fit  to  carry  boaia 
during  the  inundaiion. 

They  saw  many  cormorants,  and  the  wboopiag 
crane ;  geese  and  ducks  are  not  yet  abtindani,  bat 
are  caiato  arrive  in  myriads,  with  the  rains  and 
winter's  cold.  They  shot  a  fowl  of  the  duck  kind, 
whose  foot  was  partially  divided,  and  (be  body 
covered  with  a  bluish,  or  lead  colored  ploma|v. 
Oa  the  mornisg  of  the  twenty-second,  they  o^ 
served  green  matter  floadng  on  ibe  river,  mppoa- 
ed  to  come  from  the  Catahoola  and  other  lakes 
and  bayaus  of  stagnant  water,  which,  whea  raised 
a  little  by  rain,  Bow  into  (he  Black  river ;  and  alio 
manypatchesofan  aquatic  plant,  reeerabling  small 
islands,  some  floating  on  the  surface  of  the  river, 
and  others  adhering  to,  or  resting  on  the  shore 
and  logs.  On  examining  this  plant,  it  was  found 
a  hollow,  jointed  stem,  with  roots  of  the  sama 
form,  extremely  light,  wilh  very  narrow  willow 
shaped  leaves  projecting  from  the  join  t,embraeiag 
however,  (he  whole  of  the  tube,  and  extending  to 
(he  next  inferior  joint  or  kooL  The  eilremiir  of 
each  branch  is  terminated  by  a  spike  of  veryaun- 
der, -narrow  seminal  leaves  from  one  to  two  inckea 
in  le^tb,  and  one  tentb,  or  less,  in  breadth,  j^- 
ducing  its  seed  on  the  underside  of  the  leal,  m  « 
double  row  almost  in  contact;  the  grains  alter- 
nately placed  in  perfect  regit  tar  ily  :  not  being  sUe 
to  find  tli«  flower,  ils  olass  and  order  could  not  ba 
determined,  although  it  is  ntHprobably  new.  To- 
wards the  upper  par(  of  the  Black  river,  the  skors 
abounded  with  muscles  and  periwinkles.  Tkg 
muscles  were  of  the  kind  called  pearl  mtudes. 
The  men  dressed  a  quantity  of  them  consideiiDg 
them  as  an  agreeable  food ;  bat  Mr.  D.  found  tkoi 
tough  and  uopaUtable. 

On  arriving  at  tbe  mouth  of  the  Catahoola,  they 
landed  (0  procure  information  from  a  Frencnmas 
settled  there.  Having  a  grant  from  Ihe  Spuiisk 
G6veniment,  he  has  made  a  small  settlement  aad 
keeps  a  ferry-boat  for  carrying  over  men  and 
horses  (ravelling-  to  and  from  Natchez,  aod  ih« 
settlements  on  Red  river  and  on  the  Washit& 
river.  Tbe  country  here  is  all  alluvial.  In  pio- 
cess  of  time,  the  rivers  shutting  up  ancient  pas- 
sages and  elevating  the  banks  overwbich  i&eii 
waters  pass,  no  longer  communicate  with  the 
same  facility  as  formerly ;  the  consequence  ia,  thai 
many  larger  tracts  formerly  snbject  (o  inundaijoc, 
are  now  entirely  eiemnt  fromtbai  inconvenience 
Such  is  the  situation  otamost  valuable  tract  upon 
which  this  Frenchman  is  settled.  His  hoiMe 
stands  on  an  Indian  m aunt,  with  several  otben 
in  view.  There  is  also  a  species  of  rampart  sai^ 
rounding  ihia  place,  and  one  very  elevated  moHl, 
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a  riew  and  de»criplioD  of  which  is  postpoDed  till 
the  return ;  their  preieai  lUaatioo  not  HllowioK  or 
the  requisite  delay.  The  sail  is  equal  to  the  hest 
Mississippi  bottoms.* 

Ther  obtaiaed  froiD  the  French  tetller  the  fol- 
loving  list  of  disiances  betvreen  the  mouih  af  Red 
rivei'  and  th«  post  oa  tba  Washita,  called  Fort 
Uiro. 

From  the  moDth  of  Red  river  lo  the  moath 

of  Black  river         -  -  -  -  10 

To  the  mouib  of  Cataboda,  Waihlta,  and 

Tenza         -  -  -  -  -22 

To  the  river  Ha-ba,«n  iherifht       -  -    1 

To  ibe  Prairie  de  Villemont,  on  the  same 

■ide  -  -     ,       -  .  -5 

To  the  Bey  an  Louis,  oti  the  same  side,  rapids 

here  -  -  -  -  -     1 

To  Bayan  BcBuf,  on  the  same  aide,    -  -    i 

To  the  Prairie  Noya,  (drowned  saruma,)  -  3 
To  Pine  Point,  on  the  left     -  -  -     « 

To  Bayau  Calmut     -  -  •  -    3J 

To  the  Coalmine,  on  the  right,  and  Oypsnm 

on  the  opposite  shor«         •  ...    3 

To  the  first  settlement  -  -  -  Ig 

To  Fort  Miro  -  ■         -  -         -  -  22 


bed  of  [be  lake;  but  in  all  other  parts  its  saper- 
Gces,  durine  the  dry  seaaoD  from  July  to  Novem- 
ber, and  Onen  later,  is  completely  drained,  and 


From  this  place  they  proceeded  lo  the  mouth 
of  Washita,  in  lai.  35"^  37'  T'  N.  and  encamped 
OD  the  eveninff  of  the  23d. 

This  river  derives  its  appellation  from  the  name 
of  an  Indian  tribe  forrderty  resident  on  iis  banks ; 
Ibe  re'ranant  of  which,  it  is  said,  went  into  the 
great  plains  to  the  westward,  and  either  com ptise 
a  small  tribe  themselves,  or  are  incorporated  into 
another  nation.  The  Black  rivpr  leses  its  name 
at  the  junction  of  the  Washita,  Catahoola,  and 
Tenza,  although  oDr  maps  represent  itastabiog 

Elace  of  the  Washita.  The  Tenza  and  Cata- 
odIb  are  also  named  fh)m  iDdiau  tribes  now  ex- 
tiocL  The  tatter  is  a  creek  twelve  leagues  long. 
which  is  the  i>s«e  of  a  lake  of  the  same  name, 
eight  leagues  in  length  and  about  two  leagues  in 
breadth.  It  lies  west  from  the  mouth  of  the  Cata- 
hoola, and  communicates  with  the  Red  river  dur- 
ing the  great  annaal  inundation.  At  the  west  oi 
northwest  angle  of  Ibe  lake,  a  creek  called  Little 
ttver,  enten,  which  preserves  a  channel  with  run- 
ning water  at  all  seasons,  meandering  along  the 

*  There  is  an  embankment  nurning  froB  the  Cata- 
hocdato  BladrivBr(encJodDf  about  tiro  hoDiIred  acrei 
of  [kJt  land,)  at  preseat  ^Nnit  ten  feat  high,  and  tan 
feet  kned.  Tbii  aorronndifbarlariviDBDndsof  earth 
at  the  distance  of  a  bow-shot  ttxna  each  other ;  each 
of  wbkti  may  be  twenty  feet  high  one  hundred  feet 
kosrd,  and  tkee  hnndnd  feet  long  at  the  top,  boatdea 
a  atDpendoua  turret  attuate  on  the  back  part  of  the 
whole,  01  farthest  from  the  water,  whose  base  covet* 
^Nint  an  acre  of  ground,  rising  by  two  steps  or  storii 
tapering  in  the  aasant,  the  whole  snrmounled  by 
gnat  cene  with  its  bw  eat  oK  This  tower  of  urtfac 
admaaawement  was  found  to  be  eighty  feet  perpandi> 


becomes  covered  with  the  most  luxurious  herbagei 
the  bed  of  the  take  then  becomes  the  residence  of 
iramense  herds  of  deer,  of  turkeys,  geese,  craoe, 
dbc,  which  feed  on  the  grass  and  grain,  fiayan 
Tenza  sqrvea  only  to  draid  offa  part  of  the  waters 
of  the  inundation  from  the  low  lands  of  the  Mia- 
slssippl,  which  here  communicate  with  the  Black 
'ver  during  .the  season  of  high  water. 
Between  the  mouth  of  the  Washita,  and  Ville- 
lont'i  prairie  on  the  rieht,  the  current  of  the  river 
gentle,  and  the  banks  favorable  fur  towing.  The 
lands  00  both  sides  have  the  appearance  of  being 
lodatlon  ;  the  limber  generally  such 
s  produce,  being  chiefly  red,  white 
and  brack  oaks,  interspersed  with  a  variety  of  other 
trees.  The  magnolia  ^randiSora,  that  infallible 
sign  of  the  land  not  being  subject  to  inundation, 
is  not,  however,  among  them.  Along  the  banks 
1  stratum  of  solid  clay,  or  marle^  is  observable, 

Bfiarently  of  an  ancient  deposition.  It  lies  in 
ique  p<M  it  ions,  making  an  angle  of  nearly  thirty 
'  grees  with  the  horizon,  and  generally  inolioed 
ith  the  descent  of  the  river,  althougb  in  a  few 
__ses  the  position  was  contrary.  Timber  is  seen 
projeciinK  from  under  the  solid  bank,  which  seems 
lodurateo,  and  unquestionably  very  ancient,  pre- 
ing  a  very  different  appearance  from  recently 


A  league  above  . 

bayaU  Ha-ha  comes  in  uneipectedly  from  the  right, 
and  is  one  of  the  many  passages  through  whifch 
the  waters  of  the  great  inundation  peneirate  and 
pervade  all  the  low  countries,  annihilating,  for  a 
time  the  currents  of  the  lesser  rivers  in  the  neigh* 
borhood  of  the  Mississippi.  The  vegetation  ta  re- 
markably vigorous  alone  the  alluvial  banks,  whick 
are  covered  with  a  thick  shrubbery,  and  innumer- 
able plants  in  full  blossom  at  this  lute  season. 
y  illemoDt's  prairie  is  so  named  in  consequence  of 
.being  included  within  a  grant  under  the  French 
Qovernment  to  a.genileman  of  that  name.  Many- 
other  parts  on  the  Washita  are  named  afta  their 
early  proprietors.  The  French  people  projected 
and  began  extensive  settlements  on  this  river,  but 
the  Keneral  massacre  planned,  and  in  part  execu- 
ted by  the  Indians  against  them,  and  the  conse- 
quent destruction  of  the  Natchez  tribe  bv  the 
French,  broke  up  all  these  uadertakings,  and  they 
were  npt  recommenced  under  that  Government 
Those  prairies  are  plains,  or  savannas,  without 
limber;  generally  very  fertile,  and  producing  aa 
exuberance  of  strong,  thick,  and  coarse  herbage. 
When  a  piece  of  ground  has  once  got  into  this  slate 
in  an  Indian  country,  it  can  have  no  opportunity 
of  rcprodaciog  timber,  it  being  an  invariable  prac- 
tice to  set  fire  to  the  dry  grass  in  the  fall  or  win- 
ter, to  obtain  the  advantage  of  attracting  ^me 
when  the  young  tender  grass  begins  to  spring ; 
thi«  destroys  the  young  timber,  and  the  prairie  an- 
nually gains  upon  the  wood  land.  It  is  probable 
that  ihe  immense  plains  known  to  exist  in  Amer- 
ica, may  owe  their  Origin  to  this  custom.  The 
plains  of  the  Washita  Ite  cbiefiy  on  the  east  sid^ 
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•nd  bein^  generally  formed  like  (he  Mississippi 
land,  slopiDz  fotn  the  bank  or  Ibe  river  [□  the 

Jreat  tiTer,  they  are  more  or  leas  subject  to  inuo- 
ation  in  the  rear  ;i  and  in  certain  great  floods  the 
water  has  advanced  so  far  as  to  be  ready  to  pour 
over  the  margin  into  tbe  Wasbiia.  This  has  now 
become  a  Tery  rare  thing,  and  it  may  be  estimated 
thai  from  a  quarter  of  a  mite  to  a  mile  in  degjtb, 
will  leoiaia  free  fnim  inundation  during  bigh 
floods.  This  is  pretty  mnch  tbe  case  wiiE  tbnse 
lands  nearly  as  high  as  the  post  of  tbe  Waahii 
with  the  exception  of  certain  ridges  of  primiti' 
bigb  land ;  Ibe  rest  being  evidently  alluvial]  i 
ibotigh  not  now  subject  to  be  iauodated  by  the 
Wasbita  river  in  consequence  of  the  great  depth 
which  tbe  bed  of  the  river  has  acquired  by  abra- 
sion. On  apfH-oaching  towards  the  Bayau  Louis, 
which  empties  its  waters  into  the  Washita  on  the 
light,  a  little  below  the  rapids,  there  is  a  great 
deal  of  high  land  oD  both  sides,  which  pro- 
daces  pine  and  other  timber,  not  the  growth  of 
inundated  lauds.  At  tbe  foot  of  the  rapids  the 
navigation  of  the  river  ia  impeded~bv  Mils  of 
gravel  formed  in  it.  The  flrst  'rapids  lie  in  lati- 
tude 31"  48'  57"  .5  N.  a  little  above  which  (here 
is  a  high  ridge  of  primitive  earth,  studded  with 
abundance  of  freKineD(s  of  rocks,  or  stone,  which 
appears  to  have  been  thrown  to  (he  surface  in  a 
very  irregular  manner.  The  stone  is  of  a  friable 
nature,  some  of  it  having  tbe  appearance  of  in- 
durated clay  i  the  outside  is  blackish  from  ezpo- 
snrelotbe  air,  within  itisagrayisb  while;  it  is 
said  that  in  the  hill  (he  s(raia  are  regular  and  that 
good  grindstones  my  be  here  obtained.  The  last 
of  the  rapids,  wbicb  is  formed  by  a  ledge  of  rocks 
crossing  the  entire  bed  of  the  river,  was  passed  in 
(be  evening  of  the  27th  ;  above  i(  th6  water  be- 
came again  like  a  mill-pond,  and  about  one  hun- 
dred yards  wide.  The  whole  of  these  first  shoals, 
or  rapids,  embraced  as  erient  of  about  a  mtle 
and  a  half;  the  obstruction  was  qot  continued, 
but  felt  at  short  intervals  in  this  distance.  On  the 
right, about  four  If^gaes  from  tbe  rapids,  ibey 
passed  the  "  Bayau  Aux  Boeufs,"  a  little  above  a 
rocky  hilt:  high  tandsand  savanna  are  seen  on  tbe 
right.  On  sounding  ibe  civer  they  found  tb~ree 
fathoms  water  on  a  bottom  of  mud  and  sand.  The 
banks  of  the  river,  above  the  bavau,  seem  to  retain 
vey  little  alluvial  soil;  thehighlaiid  earth,  which 
is  a  sandy  loam  of  a  light  gray  color,  with  streats 
of  red  sand  and  clay,  is  seen  on  the  left  bank ;  the 
soil  not  rich,' bearing  pinea.  interspersed  with  red 
oak,  hickory  and  dogwoaa.  The  river  is  from 
sixty  to  one  hundred  yards  wide  here, "but  de- 
creaaes  as  yon  advance,  The  next  rapid  is  made 
by  a  ledge  of  rocks  traversing  tbe  river,  and  nar- 
rowing the  water  channel  to  about  thirty  yards. 
The  width  between  (he  high  banks  cannot  be  leas 
than  one  hundred  yards,  and  the  banks  from  thirty 
lo  forty  feet  high.  In  latitude  3S^  W 13"  rapids 
and  shoals  again  occurred,  and  the  channel  was 
very  narrow;  the  sand  bars,  at  every  point,  Ex- 
tended so  far  into  the  bend  as  to  leave  liiite  more 
than  the  breadth  of  the  boat  pf  water  sufficiently 
dbep  for  her  passage^  although  it  sjireads  over  a 
width  of  seventy  or  eighty  yards  upon  tbe  shoal. 


rtiese" 


In  the  afternoon  of  the  31st,  they  paised  a  lit- 
tle plantation  or  settlement  on  (he  ng'ht,  and  it 
arrived  at  three  others  adjoining  each  other. 
ts  are  on  a  plain  or  prairie,  tbe 
if  which  we  may  be  assured  is  allavial  from 
the  regular  slope  which  the  land  has  from  the 
rtver.  The  bed  of  the  river  is  now  sufficieatlf 
deep  to  free  them  from  the  inconvenience  of  in 
inandation;  yet  in  the  rear,  the  wuers  of  the 
Minsiasippi  approach,  and  somedmea  leave  drj 
but  a  narrow  strip  along  (he  bank  of  the  river. 
It  is  however  noW  more  eommwi,  that  the  extent 
of  the  fielda  cultivated  (from  i  to  )  mile)  remains 
dry  during  the  season  of  inundation  ;  the  KiiLher* 
is  very  good,  but  not  equal  to  the  Mississippi  bot- 
toms ;  It  may  be  esteemed  second  r>te.  At  a 
small  distance  to  the  Mst  are  exteasire  cfpraa 
swamps,  over  which  the  waters  of  tbe  ionndatiou 


Iways  stand  to  (be  dtpth  of  from  fifteen  to  tweti(r- 
II  ve  feet.  On  the  west  side,  afiei  passing  nrer  the 
valley  of  (be  river,  whose  breadth  varies  from  a 


quarter  of  a  mile  to  two  miles,  vr  more,  tbe  land 
assumes  «  considerable  elevation,  from  one  htu- 
dred  to  three  hundred  feet,  and  extends  all  alon^  to 
the  settlements  of  the  Red  river.  These  high 
lands  are  reported  to  be  poor,  and  badlf  watered, 
being  chiefly  what  is  termed  pine  barrel).  Thett 
is  here  a  ferry  and  road  of  communication  between 
the  post  of  the  Washita,  and  the  Natchez,  and  • 
fork  of  this  road  passes  on  (o  the  settlemeni  called 
the  Eapids,  oh  Red  river,  distant  from  this  jdaee 
by  computation  one  hundred  and  fif^y  miles. 

On  this  part  of  the  river  ties  a  considerable  tract 
of  land  granted  by  the  Spanish  Grovernmcnt  to 
the  Marquis  of  MaisonRDUKe,a  French  emigTant, 
who  bequeathed  it  with  all  his  property  to  U. 
Bouligny,  son  of  the  late  colonel  of  the  Loviuana 
regiment,  and, by  him  sold  to  DAniel  Clarke.  It 
is  said  to  extend  ft'om  the  post  of  Washita,  with  a 
breadth  of  two  leagues,  including  the  river  down  la 
(he  bayau  Calumet;  tbe  computed  distance  of 
which  along  the  river  b  called  thirty  ]eagaei,bnt 
supposed  not  more  than  twelve  in  a  direct  hoe. 

On  tbe  6th  of  November,  in  the  afternoon,  the 
parly  arrived  at  the  post  of  the  Washita,  in  IsL 
33°  2V  37"  25.  N.whcre  they  were  politely  received 
by  Lieutenant  Bowmar,  wno  immediately  offered 
the  hospitality  of  bis  dwelling  with  atl  the  servi- 
ces in  his  power. 

'From  the  ferry  to  this  place  the  navigation  of 
the  river  is,  this  season,  interrupted  by  maay 
shoals  and  rapids.  Tbe  general  width  is  front 
eighty  io  a  hundred  yards.  The  water  is  extreme- 
ly agreeable  to  drink,  and  much  clearer  than  that 
of  the  Ohio.  In  this  respect  it  is  very  anlike  its 
two  neighbors,  tbe  Arkansa  and  Red  riveni,  whose 
waters  are  loaded  with  earthy  matiets  of  «  red- 
dish brown  color,  giving  to  them  a  chocolxte-like 
appearance;  and,  when  those  waters  are  \ow,aie 
not  potable,  being  brackish  from  the  great  naia- 
her  of  salt  sprlnn  which  flow  into  then^  and  pro- 
bably front  tbe  heds  of  rock  salt  over  which  ibey 
may  pass.  The  banks  of  the  river  presented  Tery 
little  sppearonce  of  alluvial  land,  but  furnished  an 
inSnitnde  of  beauiifut  landaeepn,  heightened  frr 
(he  vivid  coloring  they  derive  from  the  anlnnuu 
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ckmnges  of  the  leif.  Mr.  Duobar  olwerTei,  xhat 
the  change  of  color  in  the  learea  or  vegeiabtes 
which  is  probably  occasiooed  by  ibe  oxygen  of 
the  aCmospbeTe  icting  on  the  vegetable  tnatKr, 
deprived  of  the  protecting  power  of  the  rttal  prin- 
ciple, mar  serve  as  an  exeelleai  guide  to  the  aal- 
nralist  wno  directs  hie  attralioo  to  discovery  of 
new  objecta  for  the  use  of  the  dyer.  For  be  hu 
alway*  reiQarked  ihar  the  lesvea  of  those  trees 
whose  bark  or  wood  are  knowD  to  produce  a  d^e, 
are  changed  in  autuniD  to  the  aame  color  which' 
iseilractedia  the  dyer's  Tdt  from  the  woods;  more 
eapecialty  bv  the  ute  of  mordants,  as  alum,  &.c., 
which  yields  oxygen :  thus  the'  foliage  of  ihe 
hickory,  and  oak,  which  produces  the  quercitron 
bark,  is  changed  before  its  fait  ialo  a  beautiful  yel- 
low; olheroake  assume  a  fatvn  color,  a  liver  color, 
or  a  blood  color,  and  are  known  to  yield  dyes  of 
the  MmB  complexioD. 

In  latitude  32°  18'  north.  Dr.  Hunter  discovered 
along  the  river  side  a  substance  nearly  resembling 
mineral  coal ;  its  appearance  wsb  that  of  th«  car- 
bonated wood  described  by  Krrwan.  It  does  not 
easilv  bam,  but  on  being  applied  to  the  flame  of  a 
candle,  it  sensiUy  increased  it,fand  yielded  a  faint 
amell,  resembling  in  a  slight  d^ee,  that  of  the 
gam  lac  of  common  sealing  wax. 

Soft  friable  stone  is  common,  and  great  quanti- 
ties of  gravel  and  sand  upon  the  baches  in  this 
part  of  the  river.  A  reddish  clay  appears  in  the 
alrata,  much'  indurated  aod  blackened  by  expo- 
■ure  to  the  light  and  air. 

The  position  called  Fort  Miro  being  the  prop- 
erty of  a  private  person  who  was  formerly  civil 
eommaodanl  here,  the  lieutenant  has  taken  post 
about  four  hundred  yards  lower;  -has  built  him- 
self ao  me  log-houses,  and  enclosed  them  within 
■light  stockade.  Upaii  viewing;  the  country  east 
of  the  river,  it  is  evidently  alluvial;  the  surface 
has  a  gentle  slope  from  the  rtver  to  the  rear  of 
the  plantations.  The  land  is  of  excellent  quality, 
being  a  rich  black  mould  to  the  depth  of  a  foot, 
under  wbich  there  is  a  friable  toun  of  a  brownish 
liver  color. 

At  the  post  of  ihe  Washita,  they  procnred  a 
boat  of  less  draught  of  water  than  ue  one  in 
which  they  ascended  the  river  thus  far :  at  noon, 
00  the  11th  of  November,  they  {voeeeovd  on  the 
voyage,  and  in  the  evening  encamped  at  I  be  plan- 
talion  of  Baron  Bastrop. 

This  sn)all  settleraeitl  on  the  ^ashita,  and 
Borae  of  the  creeks  falling  into  it,  contains  not 
more  than  flye  hundred  persona,  of  all  ages  and 
lexer.  It  is  reported,  however,  that  there  is  a 
great  quantity  of  eicellenl  ieod  opon  these  creeks, 
and  that  the  settlement  is  capable  of  great  eiteo- 
aion,  and  may  be  expected,  with  an  accession  of 
popnlation,  to  become  very  flonrishiog.  There 
ar«  three  mercitaats  settled  at  the  i>Mt,,wh(i  sup- 
ply, at  very  exorbitant  pricey  the  iDDabitaott  with 
tbeiT;jeeesaarie* ;  these,  with  the  garrison,  two 
amalt  planter*,  and  a  tradesman  or  two,  coosti- 
tnte  Ibe  present  village.  A  great  proportion  of 
the  inhabitants  eontinite  the  old  practice  of  hunt- 
ing during  the  winter  season^  and  they  exchange 
their  p«ltry  for  neceisBries  with  the  mercbania,  at 


a  low  rate.  During  the  summer  these  people 
conteul  themselves  with  raisiog  corn,  barely  suf- 
Scient  for  bread  during  the  year.  In  this  manner 
they  always  remain  extremely  poor.  Some  few 
who  bave  conquered  that  habit  of  indolence, 
which  is  always  the  consequence  of  the  Indian 
mode  of  life,  and  attend  to  agriculture,  live  more 
comfortably,  and  taste  a  little  the  sweets  of  civil- 
ized life. 

The  lands  along  the  river  above  the  post,  are 
net  very  inviting,  being  a  thin,  poor  soil,  and  cov- 
ered with  pine  wood.  To'  tne  right,  the  settle- 
pnents  on  the  bayau  Bartbelemi  and  Slard,  are 
said  to  be  rich  land. 

On  the  morning  of  the  thirteenth,  they  passed 
an  island  and  a  strong  rapid,  and  arrived  at  a  lit- 
tle settlement  below  a  chain  of  rocks,  which 
cross  the  channel  between  an  island  and  the  main 
land,  called  Roqae  Raw.  The  Spaniard  and  his 
family  settled  here,  appear,  from  their  indolence, 
to  live  miserably.  The  river  acquires  here  a  most 
spacious  appearance,  being  about  one  hnudred 
and  fifty  yards  wide:  In  the  afternoon  they  passed 
the  bayau  Barthelemi  on  ibe  right,  above  (be  last 
settlements,  and  about  twelve  computed  leagoes 
from  the  post.  Here  commences  Baron  Bastrop's 
great  grant  of  land  from  the  Spanish  Gk)vern- 
menl,  being  a  square  of  twelve  leagues  on  each 
side,  a  little  exceeding  a  million  of  French  acres. 
The  banks  of  the  river  continue  about  thirty  feel 
high,  of  which  eighteen  feet  from  the  water  are 
a  clayey  loam  ota  pale  ash  color,  upon  which 


seil,  appaieblly  fertile,  and'of  a  dark  brown  color. 
Tbid  description  of  land  is  of  a  small  breadth, 
not  exceeding  half  a  mile  on  each  side  of  the 
river,  and  may  be  called  the  valley  of  the  Washi- 
ta, beyond  which  there  is  high  land  covered  with 

The  soil  of  the  "Bayau  des  Bnttea,"  coplinnet 
thin,  with  a  growth  of  small  timber.  This  creek 
is  named  from  a  number  of  Indian'  mounu  di»- 
covered  bv  the  hunters  along  its  course.  The 
margin  oi  the  river  begins  to  be  covered  with 
such  limber  as  asnally  grows  on  inundated  lan^, 
particularly  a  species  of  white  oak,TaIffar]y  called 
the  over-cup  oak ;  its  timbet  is  remarkably  hard, 
solid,  ponderous,  and  d arable,  and  it  produces  a 
large  acorn  in  great  a'bundance,  upon  which  the 
bears  feed,  and  which  is  veiy  fatteoiag  to  hogs. 

In  latitude  32°  iV  8"  north,  they  passed  a  long 
and  narrow  island.  The  face  of  the  country  bf 
gins  to  change  ;  the  banks  are  low  and  steep,  the 
river  deep  and  more  contracted,  from  thirty  to 
fifty  yards  in  width.  The  soil  io  the  neighbot- 
hood  of  the  river  is  a  very  sandy  loam,  and  cov- 
ered with  such  vegetables  as  are  found  on  the  io- 
ondated  lands  of  this  Mississippi.  The  tract  pre- 
sents ibe  appearabce  of  a  new  aoil,  very  diff'ereat 
from  what  they  passed  below.  This  allavial  tract 
may  be  suppoaen  the  site  of  a  great  lake,  drained 
by  a  natural  chaonel,  from  the  abrasion  of  the 
waters ;  since  which  period  the  apnual  inunda- 
tions bave  deposited  toe  superior  soil;  eighleeo 
or  twenty  feel  is  wanting  tii  render  it  habitable  for 
man.    It  appears,  Deveitheless,  well  stocked  with 
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the  beaslaofiheforest,seTeret  or  which  were  SMQ. 
Quaniiiies  or  water  fowl  are  begiDaiog  lo  make 
their  appearBOC«,  which  kre  duI  Tery  aumeroos 
here  umil  the  cold  raini  anil  front  compel  them  to 
leave  *  more  northero  olimaie.  Fish  i«  not  ao 
abundant  as  might  be  expected,  owl o^,  it  is  Bsid, 
lo  the  inuodaiioa  of  the  Mississippi^  in  the  year 
1799,  which  dammed  up  the  Washita,  some  dis- 
tance aboTC  the  po^it,  and  produced  a  stagoation 
uid  consequent  corruption  of  ibewaieti  that  de- 
■troyed  all  the  Gsb  within  its  influence. 

At  Dooo,  DQ  the  15ih  of  November,  ihey  pawed 
the  island  of  MaUet,  and  at  ulnetv  yards  noith- 
ca*t  from  the  upper  point  of  that  island,  by  a  good 
obwrTarion  aBceriained  iheir  latitude  (o  be  32° 
Ed*  27" .5  north,  or  two  seconds  and  a  half  «f  lat- 
itude south  of  the  dividing  line  between  the  ter- 
ritories of  Orleans  and  Louisiaaa.  The  bed  of 
the  rirer  along  this  alluvial  country,  is  generally 
•avered  with  water,  aod  the  navigaiiou  uninter- 
rupted, but  Id  the  afternoon  of  ibis  day  they 
pused  three  contiguous  saod-bars,  or  beaches, 
called  ''les  irois  battureSj"  and  before  evening  the 
''bavBU  de  grand  Marais,"  or  great  (oarsh  creek 
on  tne  right,  and  ''laCypreri  Chattelrau,"  a  point 
of  bigb  land  on  the  oiher  side,  which  reaches 
within  half  a  mile  of  the  river.  As  tbey  ad- 
vanced towards  tbe  ^araia  de  saline,  on  the  right, 
a  stratum  of  dirty  white  clay  under  the  alluvial 
tract  showed  them  to  be  leaving  ibe  sunken  and 
approaching  the  highland  country.  The  salt  lick 
marsh  does  not  derive  its  name  from  aoy  brack- 
isboesB  in  the  water  of  the  lake  or  marsh,  but 
from  its  cooiiguity  to  some  of  the  licks,  soiae- 
limes  called  "saline,"  and  sometimes  "glaise," 
generally  found  in  a  clay,  compact  enough  fbr 
potter's  clay.  Tbe  bayau  de  la  Tulipe  forms  a 
communication  between  the  lake  and  the  river. 
Opposite  to  this  place,  there'  is  a  .point  of  bigh 
land,  formiof^  a  promontory^  advaociog  within  a 
mile  of  tbe  river,and  lo  which  boats  resort  when 
the  low  grounds  are  under  water.  A  ihori  league 
above  is  the  mooth  uf  tbe  grand  bByiu  de  Saline, 
(Bait  Lick  creek.)  This  creek  Is  of  considerable 
length,  and  navigalile  for  small  boats.  Tbe  hunt- 
ers ascend  it  to  one  hundred  leagues^  in  pursuit  of 
game,  and  all  agree  that  none  of  the  springs 
which  feed  this  creek  are  salt.  It  has  obiatnrd 
its  name  from  the  many  buffalo  salt  licks  which 
have  been  discovered  in  its  vicinity.  Although 
most  of  these  licks,  by  digging,  fuToish  water 
which  holds  marine  salt  in  solution,  there  eiists 
BO  reason  for  believing  that  many  of  them  would 
produce  niire.  Notwithstanding  this  low  and  al- 
lavial  tract  appears  in  all  respects  wel!  adapted  to 
the  growth  of  the  lon^  moss,  (lilandsiaj  none 
was  observed  since  entering  it  in  latitude  32°  52'. 
and  as  the  pilot  informea  them  none  would  be 
»een  in  their  progress  up  the  river,  it  is  probable 
that  the  latitude  of  thirty-three  depress  is  about 
the  horthetn  limit  of  vegetation.  The  long-leaf 
pine,  frequenlly  the  growth  of  rich  and  even  in- 
undated land,  was  here  observed  in  great  abun- 
anee  ;  the  short-leaved,  er  pitch  pine,  on  the  con- 
trary, is  always  found  upon  arid  lanijs,aiid  gener- 
ally in  sandy  and  lofty  sitaations. 


This  is  the  season  when  the  poor  selilera  oa 
the  Wasbila  Inril  oat  to  make  their  annual  buaL 
The  deer  is  now  fat,  and  the  skins  in  perfectioa; 
the  bear  is  now  also  in  his  best  stale,  with  regard 
lo  the  quality  of  his  fur.  and  the  qaaniity  of  fat 
or  oil  he  yields,  as  be  nas  been  feasting  lug ri- 
anily  on  the  Autumnal  fruit*  of  the  forest  It  is 
here  well  kaown  that  he  does  not  confine  himadf, 
as  some  wrilera  bare  supposed,  to  v^etable  fi>od ; 
he  ia  nRrliealarly  foiia  of  hog*s  flesh.  Sheep 
and  calves  are  frequently  bis  prey,  and  no  animal 
escapes  him  wbipb  eomes  within  his  power,  and 
which  he  is  able  to  conquer.  He  often  desirors 
the  fawn,  when  chance  throws  it  in  his  way.  He 
cannot,  however,  discover  it  hy  smelling,  notwiiJb- 
standing  the  excellence  of  bis  s<;ent,.rur  naiurs 
has,  as  if  for  its  protection,  denied  the  fawn  the 
nroperty  of  leaving  any  effluvium  upon  its  track — 

property  so  powerfol  in  the  old  deer.*     Tho 


it;  but  regardless  of  its  struggles,  cries,  and  lam- 
entations, fastens  upon,  and  if  the  expressioQ  ia 
allowable,  devours  it  Vlive.  The  hunters  count 
much  on  their  profits  from  the  oil  drawn  from  the 
bear^  fat,  which,  at  New  Orleans,  is  alwaysof 
ready  sale,  and  much  esteemed  for  its  wholesome- 
ness  in  cooking,  being  preferred  10  butter  or  hog^ 
lard.  It  is  found  to  keep  longer  than  any  otlier 
animal  oil  without  becoming  rancid,  and  boding  it, 
from  time  to  time,  upon  sweet  bay  leaves,  restore! 
its  sweetness,  or  facilitates  iis  conservation- 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  17ib  ihey  passeiTsomc 
sand  beaches,  and  o'ter  a  few  rapids.  They  had 
cane  brakes  on  both  sides  of  the  river ;  the  canes 
were  small,  but  demonstrate  that  the  water  doe* 
net  surmount  the  .  bank  mo^  than  a  few  feet. 
The  river  begins  to  widen  as  ihey  advance  \  the 
banks  of  the  rivet  show  the  high-land  soil,  witha 
suatum  of  three  or  four  feet  of  alluvium  deposi- 
ted by  the  river  upon  it.  This  superstratum  ■• 
grayish,  and  very  saiiidy.  with  a  small  admiiiuie 
of  loam,  indicative  of  toe  poverty  of  the  motm- 
taina  an^  uplands  where  tne  rirer  rises.  Near 
this  ibeypaMed  tfarough  a  new  and  very  uarrow 
channel,  id  which  all  the  water  of  the  river  passes, 
except  in  time  of  freshes,  when  the  interTal  forms 
an  island.  A  liille  above  this  pass  is  a  small 
clearii)g,ca11ed"Cache  la  Tulipe,"  (Tulip's  hiding 

Elace ;)  ibis  ia  the  name  of  a  French  hunter  who 
ere  concealed  his  property.  Ii  cootinoes  the 
practice  of  both  [he  white  and  red  huoiers  to 
lea  re  iheir  skins,, &C.,  often  suspeitded  to  poles,  oc 
\i\A  over  a  pole  placed  upon  two  forked  posts,  in 
sight  of  the  river,  until  ibeir  return  fromhuDliag. 
These  deposits  are  considered  as  sacred,  and  few 

*  It  may  not  b«  geneiallj  knoim  Id  mlnTaliMa,  that 
bstwean  Uie  hoof  of  the  deer,  Ac,  there  ia  foond  a 
sack,  with  its  mouth  indinaig  upwards,  coBUining 
■aore  or  lea  of  Jniiik,  and  which,  b;  eac^ing  over  the 
opening,  in  proportion  to  the  secretion,  causes  the  fool 
to  leave  a  scent  on  tha  ground  wbereTOr  it  pases. 
During  the  rutting  season  this  musk  is  sa  sbundail, 
particularly  in  old  msJes,  «a  to  be  smelt  by  the  bonlf 
eis  at  a  considersbU  disisnce. 
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examples  exist  of  their  being  pluodered.  AAer 
nassiDgr  the  entrance  of  a  b«y,  which  within  munt 
foTin  a  great  lake  during  ttie  iDUndation,  great 
DDmbers  of  the  long-leaT  pJDe  were  observed, 
and  the  iacreaied  aize  af  the  canes  along  the  tit- 
er^  bank,  denoted  ■  belter  and  more  elevated  rail ; 
on  the  left,  was  a  high  hill  (300  feet)  covered  with 
lo^  pioe  trees. 

The  banks  of  the  tiver  preseot  more  the  ap- 
pearance of  upland  Soil,  the  under  stratum  being 
a  pale,  yellowish  cla;,  and  the  alluvial  noil  of  a 
4irty  wiiite,.sDrmoiiDied  bjr  a  thin' covering  of  a 
brow;n  vegetable  earth.  The  trees  improve  io 
i]>pearaace,  growing  to  a  considerable 


height,  thoueb  yet  inferior  to  those'  on  tbe  illu- 
Tial  banks  of  the  Mississippi.  After  passing  the 
"Bayan  de  Hachis,"  on  the  left,  points  of  liieb 


land,  not  subject  to  be  overBowed,  frequenily 
loach  the  river,  sod  tbe  vallev  is  said  to  be  more 
than  a  league  in  breadth  on  both  sides.  On  tbe 
left  are  pine  hills  called  "  Code  de  Cbampigoole." 
Tbe  river  is  not  more  than  Bfty  or  sixty  yards 
vide.  On  tbe  morning  of  tbe  80th  they  passed  a 
nnmbet  of  sand-beacbes,  and  some  iapids,'bni 
found  good  depth  of'water  between  thetn.  A 
e reek  called  "  Chemin  Couvert,"  which  forms  a 
deep  ravine  in  the  bigph  lands,  here  enters  the 
ri*«;  almost  immediately  above  this  is  a  rapid 
where  the  water  in.  tbe  river  is  confineil  to  a 
channel  of  about  forty  yards  in  width  ;  above  it 
they  had  to  quit  the  main  ehaiinel,  on  account  of 
tbe  shallowQess  and  rapidity  tif  the  water,  and 
pass  atong  a  narrow  channel  of  only  sixty  feet 
wide.  Without  a  guide  a  stranger  migbt  take 
this  passage  for  a  creek. 

Notwithstanding  the  lateness  of  the  season, 
and  the  northern  iatitnde'tbey  were  in,  they  this 
day  met  with  an  alligator.  The  banks  of  ihe 
(iver  are  eoTered  with  caa^,  or  thick  hnderbrush,, 
frequently  so  interwoven  with  thorns  and  briars 
aa  to  be  tmpeDetrabh.  Birch,  maple,  holly,  end 
two  kinds  of  wood  to  which  naiaes  have  not  yet 
been  gifen,  exdept  ''weter-side  wood,"  are  here 
met  with,  as  alio  penimmons  and  small  black 
(rapes.  The  margin  of  tlie  river  is  friaged  with 
a  variety  of  plants  and  vines,  among  which  are 
aereral  species  of  coovolvolas. 

On  the  len  ibey  tnssed  «  htU  and  cliff  one 
hundred  feet  perpeBaicular,  crowned  with  pines, 
and  called  ''Cole  de  Finn,"  (Fin's  hill,)  from 
which  a  chain  of  high  land  continues  some  dis- 
tance. The  cliff  presents  the  appearance  of  an 
ash-colDred  clay.  A  liiile  further  to  the  right  is 
the  Bavau  d'Acasia,  (Locust  creek.)  The  river 
Taries  here  fVom  eighty  to  an  hundred  yards  in 
width,  presenting  frequentindicaiioos  of  iron  along 
its  bants,  atad  some  thin  strata  of  iron  ore.  Tbe 
ore  is  from  half  an  inch  to  three  inches  ia  thick- 
ness. 

On  the  morning  of  the  32d  of  November,  they 
arrived  at  the  load  of  the  Chadadoqnts  Indian 
DatioD,  leading  to  ibe  Arkansas  nation;  a  little 
beyond  this  is  the  Ecor  a  Fsbri,  (Fabri's  cliff' ) 
front  eigbtv  to  one  hundred  feet  high,  aod  a  little 
distance  almve,  a  smaller  cliff  called  "  Le  Petit 
Bco>  a  Fabrt,"  (the  Little  Cliff  of  Fabri.)  These 


clifft  appear  chiefly  to  be  composed  of  asb~coI- 
ored  sand,  with  a  stratum  of  clay  at  the  base, 
such  as  rnos  all  alon^  nnd«r  the  banks  of  ifais 
river.  Above  these  cliffs  are  several  rapids ;  the 
current  is  swifter,  and  denotes  their  Ascent  into  a 
higher  country.  The  water  becomes  clear,  and 
equal  to  any  m  its  very  agreeable  taste,  and  aa 
drinking  water.  In  the  river  are  immense  beds 
of  gravel  end  sand,  over  which  tbe  water  nassea 
Ivith  great  velocity  in  the  season  of  Its  floods, 
carrying  with  it  vast  quantities  of  drift  wood, 
which  It  piles  up,  in  many  places,  to  the  height  of 
twenty  feet  above  the  present  surface,  pointing 
out  tbe  difficulty  and  danger  of  navigation  in 
certain  limes  of  I  be  flood ;  accidents,  however, 
are  rare  with  the  canoes  of  tbe  country. 
As  ihe  party  ascended,  (bey  found  tbe  banks  of 
HpTaied,  being  only  from  nine  ti 


by  rapids,  and  sand  and  gravel  beaches, 
rhichare  found  fregmenlsof  stooeof  all 
-''  -  variety  of  colors,  some  highly  pol- 
-     baoksoft' 


isbed  and  rounded  by  fricti 
river  in  ihis  upper  country 


offer  g 


of  the 


ig  broken 
down  by  every  flood. 

Ala  place  called  "Auges  d'Arelon,"  (Arclon*B 
troughs)  is  laminaied  iron  ore,  and  a  stratum  of 
black  sand,  very  tenacious,  shining  with  minute 
crysials.  .  The  breadth  of  the  river  is  here  about 
eigbiy  yards;  in  some  places,  however,  it  is  en- 
larged by  islands  in  others,  cootracled  to  eighty 
or  one  hundred  feet.  Rocks  of  a  greyish  color, 
and  raiher  friable,  are  here  founil  in  many  placet 
on  the^river.*  On  the  banks  grow  willows  of  a 
different  form  from  those  found  below,  and  oQ 
the  margin  of  the  Mississippi;  the  last  are  very 
brittle;  these,  on  the  contrary,  are  extremely  pli- 
ant, resembling  the  osier,  of  which  they  are  piola- 
bly  a  species. 

-  At  noon  on  the  24th,  they  arrived  at  the  eoi^ 
floenceofthe  lesser  Missouri  with  the  Washita; 
the  former  is  a  considerable  btaoob,  perhaps  the 
fourth  of  the  Washita,  aad  comes  io  from  tbe  left 
hand.  The  hunters  ofieu  ascend  the  Little  Mis- 
sou  ri.^but  are  not  inclined  to  t>enetrate  far  Qp,  be- 
cause it  reaches  near  tbe  great  plains  or  prairiea 
upon  the  Red  river,  visited  by  the  lesser  Osage  trifaea 
of  Indians,  settled  on  Arkansa;  these  last  freqoeDt- 
ly  carry  war  into  the  Cbadadoquis  tribe  settled 
on  ibe  Red  river,  about  west,  south-west  from 
this  place,  smd  indeed  they  are  reported  not  to 
spare  aoy  nation  or  people.  They  are  prevented 
from  visiting  the  head  waters  of  the  Wasliita  by 
the  steep  hills  in  which  ibey  rise.  These  moun- 
tains are  so  diflletijt  to  travel  over,  that  the  sava- 
ges not  having  an  object  sufficiently  desirable, 
never  attempt  to  penetrate  to  this  river,'aod  it  ia 
supposed  to  be  unknown  to  the  nation.  The 
Caoaduqnis  (or  Ga^aux,  as  Ihe  French  prononnca 
the  word)  may  be  considered  as'  Spanish  Indians; 

*Tb«  banks  ris«  Into  hills  of  frwstone  of  a  vny 
sharp  and  fine  grit,  fit  for  gTindstones.  Tha  stista 
imjpilar,  inetiDing  &am  SO*  to  30°  down  the  liver. 
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thef  bout,  and  it  is  said  with  truth,  tbat  thef 
Dererhave  imbrued  tbeir  hands  ia  the  blood  of  a 
while  mao.  It  i«  «aid  tbat  the  stream  or  tbe 
Little  Missouri,  some  diiiauce  from  ita  mouth, 
flows  over  a  bright  ipleadid  bed  of  mineral  of  a 
yellowiah  white  color,  (moit  probably  martial 

tfiites ;)  that  ihiitf  yean  ago,  several  of  the  id- 
ibitanii,  bUDters,  wotked  upon  this  miae,  and 
wQt  a  quantity  of  the  ore  lo  the  Qovernment  at 
New  Orleans,  and  they  were  prohibited  from 
working  any  more. 

There  is  a  great  sameaeM  ia  the  appearaDce  of 
tbe  river  banks;  the  iitands  are  ikirled  with  osier, 
and  immediately  within,  on  thp  bank,  grows  a 
Tange  of  birch  trees  and  some  willows;  the  most 
elevated  banks  are  covered  with  cane,  among 
which  grows  tbe  oak,  maple,  elm,  jiyca more,  ash, 
hickory,  dogwood,  holly,  ifonwaod,  dbc.  From 
the  pilot  they  learned  tbat  there  is  a  bodf  of  ex- 
cellent land  on  tbe  Little  Misaoori,  particuUrlv 
on  the  creek  called  the  "Bayiu  a  lerre  noire," 
which  falbi  into  iL  This  land  extends  to  Red 
liver,  and  is  connected  with  the  great  prairies 
wbicn  form  the  hunting  grounds  of  tbe  Cadaux 
nation,  consialing  of  about  two  hundred  warriors. 
They  are  warlike,  but  frequenly  uoable  to  defend 
themsetres  against  the  iKbe  of  Osagei,  settled  oa 
tbe  Arcansa  river,  who  passing  Hrouod  tbe  moun- 
taiiu  at  tbe  bead  of  the  Wasbiia,  and  along  tbe 
prairies,  which  separate  them  from  the  main  cnain 
on  tbe  west,  where  the  watera  of  the  Red  and 
ArcaOM  rivers  baveibeir  riae,  paw  into  the Cadaox 
country,  and  rob  and  plunder  iiietn. 

The  water  in  the  river  Washiu  rising,  the 
party  are  enabled  to  pais  the  numerous  rapids 
and  sboals  wbicb  they  meet  wiib  in  the  upper 
country ;  some  of  which  are  difficult  of  ascent. 
The  general  height  of  tbe  main  banks  of  the  river 
is  from  six  10  iweire  feet  aboVie  the  level  of  the 
water ;  the  land  is  better  in  quality^  the  oanes,  &c., 
■bowing  more  luxuriant  vegetation.  It  is  sub- 
ject Id  iniudatioo,  and  shows  a  brown  soil  mixed 
with  sand.  Near  Cache  Magon  (Maisoa's  hiding 
place)  on  tbe  right,  tljiey  stopped  to  examine  a 
Jupposed  coal  mine:  Doctor  Hunter,  and  ibe 
pilot,  set  oubfor  this  parpoae,  and  at  about  a  mile 
and  a  half  northwest  from  the  boat,  in  the  bed 
of  a  creek,*  they  found  a  substance  similar  to  wiiai 
they  had  before  met  with  under  that  tka tbe,  though 
more  advanced  towards  a  stale  of.  perfect  coal. 
At  the  bottom  of  the  creak,  in  a  place  then  dry, 
was  fou^d  detached  pieces  of  from'fiAv  to  one 
hundred  pounds  weiRQt,  adjoining  to  wnicb  lay 
wood  cbaogiDg  in(o  the  same  substance^  A  stra- 
tum of  this  coal,  six  iacbei  thick,  lay  on  both 
aides  of  this  Ihile  creek,  over  another  of  yellow 
elay,  and  covered  by  one  foot  of  grave^;.  on  the 
^Tfll  is  eight  inches  of  loam,  which  bean  a  few 
inches  of  Vegetable  mould.  This  stratum  of  coal 
is  about  three  feet  higher  than  tbe  water  in  the 
creek,  and  appears  maoifeatly  to  hare  been,  at 
*ome  period,  tbe  sgrface  of  the  ground.    The 

f  ravel  and  loam  have  been  deposited  there  since, 
y  the  watpTs.    Some  pieces  of  this  coal  were 


very  black  and  solid,  of  an  bomogeoeoua  appni- 
ance,  much  resembling  pit  coal,  but  of  less  specific 
gravity.  It  does  not  appear  sufficiently  impt^ 
naied  with  bitumen,  but  may  be  coasidered  at 
vegetable  matter  in  the  progresa  of  transmutation 
to  coal. 

Below  the  "Bayau  de  I'ean  Froide,"  wbich 
runs  into  tbe  Washita  from  the  right,  the  rivet  ii 
one  hundred  and  seventy  yards,  flowing  Ihrooeb 
tolerably  ao<A  land.  They  passed  a  beantifol 
forest  of  pines,  iud  on  the  28th  fell  in  with  an  old 
Dutch  hunter  and  bis  party,  consisting  in  all  of 
five  persons. 

This  man  has  resided  forty  yean  on  the  Washita, 
and  before  that  period,  has  been  up  the  Arcana 
river,  the  White  river,  and  tbe  rirer  St.  Franctii 
tbe  two  last,  be  lDforau,«re  of  difficult  naTtgaiion, 
similar  to  the  Washita,  but  the  Arkansa  nver  is 
of  great  magnitude,  having  a  large  and  broad 
channel,  and  when  tbe  water  is  low,  has  great 
sand  banks,  like  iboae  in  the  Missi^ippu  So  fkr 
ashc'bas  been  up  it  the  navigation  is  nfe  and 
commodious,  without  impediments  from  rocks, 
shoals,  or  rapids;  its  bed  heme  formed  of  mud  and 
sand.  The  soil  on  it  is  of  the  first  rate  quality. 
The  country  is  easy  of  access,  being  lofty  opa 
forests,  unembarassed  bv  caaes  or  undergrowth. 
Tbe  water  is  disagreeable  to  drink,  being  of  a  red 
color  and  brackish  when  tbe  rivei  is  low.  A 
multitude  of  creeks  which  flow  into  the  Arkansa 
furnish  sweet  water,  which  the  voyager  is  obliged 
to  carry  with  him  for  tbe  supply  of  bis  immedi- 
ate wants.  This  man  confirms  the  accounts  of 
silver  being  abundant  up  that  river:  he  has  not 
been  so  high  as  to  see  it  himselT,  -but  says  he  re- 
ceived a  silver  pin  from  a  hunter,  who  Bssared 
him  tbat  he  himself  collected  the  li^in  nlver 
from  the  rock,  oat  of  which  he  made  the  eping- 
lete  by  hammering  it  out.  The  tribe  of  the 
Osaget  live  higher  Up  than  this  position,  but  the 
hunters  rarely  go  so  high,  beios  afraid  oftbe^ 
savaged,  who  are  at  war  with  all  the  world,  and 
destroy  all  strangers  they  meet  with.  It  is  reported 
that  the  Arkansa  nation,  with  a  part  of  the  Choc- 
taws,  Cbickasaws,  Shawnese,  &^  have  formed 
a  league,  and  are  actnaily  gone,  or  goia^  eight 
hundred  strong,  against  t,hese  depredators,  with  a 
.7iew  ID  destroy  or  drive  them  entirely  qR,  and 
possess  themselTcB  of  their  fine  prairies,  which  are 
most  abundant  bunting  grounds,  being  pl«ntifnlly 
stocked  with  buflalo,  elk,  deer,  bear,  and  ereiy 
oibo:  beast  of  the  chase  eommoa  to  those  latitudes 
in  America.  This  hunter  having  given  informa- 
tion of  a  small  spring  in  their  vicinity,  tnim  which 
he  frequently  supplied  himself  by  ersporatiog  the 
water,  Doctor  Hunter,  with  a  pany.accomMDied 
him,  on  the  morning  of  the  29th  rlovember,  to 
the  place.  They  f^und  a  saline,  about  a  mile  and 
a  half  north  of  tbe  camp  from  whence  they  set 
out,  and  near  a  creak  which  enters  the  Washita 
a  little  abov«.  ft  is  situated  in  the  bottom  of 
the  bed  of  a  dry  gully.  Tbe  surrounding  land  is 
rich,  andwell  limbered,  but  subject  to  iaundatioD, 
ezoept  an  Indian  mount  on  tbe  creek  side,  haring 
a  base  of  eighty  at  a  hundred  feet  diameter,  ana 
twenty  feet  high.    Afler  ii^xng  about  thraefeet, 
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through  bine  olay,  they  came  to  i  qnicknnd, 
from  wbiob  the  water  flowed  in  abundanae:  us 
uste  wai  salt  aod  bitter,  resembling  that  of  water 
ID  the  ocean.  Id  a  second  hole  it  required  tbem 
(o  dig  siz  feet  before  tbey  reached  the  quieksand, 
Id  doing  which  they  threw  up  MTeial  broken 
pieces  of  Indian  pollerf.  The  speeifio  gravity, 
compared  with  the  rirei,  was,  (Vom  the  first  pit, 
or  that  three  feet  deep,  102.7S0,  from  ibe  second 
pit,  ortbat  sizfeel  deep,  102.104,  jrielding  a  saline 
niBst,  from  the  enporation  of  ten  quarts,  which, 
when  drf,  weigbed  eight  ounees:  this  brios 
tfaareforc,  about  the  Mme  strength  aa  that  oTt 
ocean  on  oar  oout,  twice  the  sneligth  of  the 
lieks  in  Keotaekjr  callad  Ballet's  lick,  aad  Mann's 
liok,  from  which  so  nach  salt  is  made. 

Tbe  "fonrohie  de  Cadanx"  (Cadiuloqiiis  fork) 
which  tbey  passed  on  the  n»omi*gof  the  30th,  is 
about  one  hundred  yards  wide  at  its  enlraocc  into 
the  Washita,  from  die  left:  imniediatalr  beyond 
which,  9D  tbe  same  side,  the  land  is  hign,  ptolw- 
blv  derated  three  hundred  feet  aboTs  the  watar. 
The  shoal*  and  rapids  here  impede  iheia  progress. 
At  noon  ihej  dedueed  their  latiifidc,  by  qbwrva- 
tiOQ,  to  be  30°  11'  37"  N.  ReceWing  Infnnna- 
tioD  of  another  salt  Uek,  or  saline,  Doctor  Hunter 
laodad,  with  a  parlr,  to  riew  it.  The  pit  was 
found  in  a  low  flat  place,  sabject  to  be  oierfiowed 
from  the  rirarj  it  was  wet  and  muddy,  the  «erih 
OD  the  surface  yellow,  but  on  digging  Ihroogh 
aboot  four  feet  of  blue  ciay,  the  salt  water  ooited 
from  a  quicksand.  Ten  quarts  of  this  water  jno- 
duced,  by  eraporation,  sixounocsof  a  saline  mass, 
which,  from  tastej  was  prineipaUy  nuriae  salt  j  to 
the  taat^  however,  it  showed  an  admiztln>a  of 
soda,  and  nruriaied  magnesia,  hut  the  marine  salt 


greatly  preponderated.  The  ipeciAc  gravity  wai 
about  1.076,  probably  weakened  froo)  the  rain, 
which  had  fallen  the  day  before.    The  ascent  of 


becomes  mote  t^nblesoaM,  from  the 
lapidsand  currents,  pariieulatly  at  the  "isle  da 
bayau  des  Rocbcd^"  (Rocky  cre^  island,)  where 
it  required  great  exertions,  aod  was  attended  with 
some  hazard  to  pus  them.  This  island  is  three 
fooribs  of  a  mile  in  length.  Tbe  river  presents 
aseriesof  shoals,  rapids,  and  small  cataracts;  and 
ther  passed  sereral  poinu  of  high  land,  fall  of 
rook)  and  stones,  much  harder  and  more  solid 
than  tbey  had  yet  met  with. 

The  rocks  were  all  si|ietoDS,  Wth  their  Gstures 
penetrated  by  sparry  matter.  Indications  of  iron 
were  frequent,  and  fragments  of  poor  ore  wtfe 
onmmon,  but  no  rich  ore  of  that  or  any  other 
metal,  was  found.  Some  of  the  biUs  appear  well 
adapted  to  tbe  culiiTation  of  the  vine;  the  soil 
being  a  sandy  loam,  with  a  considerable  propot- 
lion  of  gravel,  alnd  a  superScial  covering  of  ^ood 
Tegcuble  black  earth.  The  natural  prodaciions 
are,  several  varieties  of  oak,  pine,  dogwood,  hollfj 
Ac.,  with  a  scattering  nadergrowth  of  whottle- 
berry,  hawthorn,  china/  briar,  and  a  rariety  of 
small  vines. 

Above  the  Isle  de  Mallon,  the  country  wears 

another  aspect^  high  lands  and  rocks  frequently 

approach  the  river.    The  rocks,  in  graio,  resaiD' 

Ue  free  etfoe,  and  are  hard  enough  to  bt  uaed  as 
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band  mili-at(Hies,  to  which  pnrpoee  they  are  fre- 
quently applied.  Tbe  qoality  of  the  land  ita- 
prores,  tbe  stratum  of  vegetable  earth  being  from 
siz  to  twelre  inches,  of  dark  brottfn  color,  with  an 
admizlure  of  loam  and  sand.  Below  Deer  Island 
tbey  passed  a  stratum  of  free  stone,  fifty  feet  thick, 
under  which  is  a  quarry  of  imperfect  Mate  in  pei^ 
pendicular  layers.  Abont  a  league  from  the  river, 
and  a  Hide  above  the  slate  quarry,  is  a  considera- 
ble plain,  called,  "Prairie  de  Champignole,"  oftea 
freqaented  by  buiTalo.  Some  salt  Ueks  are  found' 
near  it,  and  in  in  any  situations  on  both  sides  of 
this  river,  there  are  said  to  ba  salines  which  may 
hereafter  be  rendered  v«ry  produatire,  and  from 
which  the  fhtnre  satdemcnts  may  be  abosdantly 
supplied. 


to  imprbvain  quality,  with  a  sufficient  it imtnm  of 
dark  eaith  of  a  hrowoish  color.  HillsfrcqaeB^y 
'  of  tbe  level  country,  fall  of  rocks  and 


which  came  in  from  the  right  band,  a  little  below 
the  cbuttes;  at  a  distance  it  presented  the  appear- 
ance of  rained  buildiugs  and  fortiScations,  and 
sereral  iaiolated  masses  of  loek  conveyed  the 
idea  of  redoubts  and  out-works.  This  effect  wa* 
heightened  by  the  rising  of  a  Sock  of  swani 
which  had  taken  their  station  in  the  water,  at  the 
foot  of  these  walls.  As  ibe  voyasers  approached, 
the  birds  floated  about  majestically  on'  the  glassy 
snrikce  of  the  water,  and,  in  tremnloas  accent*, 
seemed  to  consult  npon  means  of  safely.  Tha 
whole  was  a  sublime  picture.    In  the  afternoon  of 


rooks  of  ihe»ame  hard  substance  aeen  below,  ex- 
tending ia  the  direction  of  northeast  and  aoath- 
wast,  quite  across  the  river.  The  water  pasaea 
Ihroogh  a  number  of  branches  worn  tary  the  int- 
patuDsity  of  the  torrent  where  it  forms  so  maiiy 
cascades.  The  chain  of  rock  or  hill  on  the  left 
appears  to  have  been  eut  down  to  its  {Keseni  level 
b%  the  abnsioB  of  the  wateta.  By  great  ezerlion, 
and  lightening  ihe  boat,  they  paasad  the  ehuttaa 
this  eTeningf  and  encamped  jusi  above  the  cata* 
ra«la,  and  within  tha  heaiiitg  of  their  ineeasanl 

Immediatdy  above  the  ehutics,  tlia  correal  of 
the  watet  is  slow,  to  another  ledge  of  hard  fne 
sione  ;  the  reach  between  la  apadous,  not  leaa  than 
two  hundred  yards  wide,  aod  teiminatad  by  a  hill 
three  htutdred  feet  high,  eovered  with  beautiful 

K'nes:  this  is  a  fine  siioation  f«i  building.  In 
titude  34°  35'  48"  tbey  passed  a  very  dangeroua 
rapid,  from  tbe  number  of  rocks  which  obatrnct 
the  passage  of  the  water,  and  break  it  into  foam. 
On  the  right  of  (be  rapid  is  a  rocky  hilt,  covned 
with  very  handsome  pilie  woods.  The  strata  of 
the  rock  has  an  inclination  of  thirty  degrees  to  the 
horizon,  in  tbe  direction  of  tba  river,  descending. 
This  hill  may  be  three  hundred  or  three  hundred 
apd  fifty  feel  high ;  a  border  or  list  of  green  caiM 
skirtt  UB  otargin  of  the  riyer,  beymd  wbish  gm^ 
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tiMy  TiHS  ■  higb,  and  sometimes  ■  barren  hilt. 
Near  nnotber  rapid  tbey  [MBseii  s  bill  od  ibe  left. 
coDttiDios  a  large  body  of  blue  slate.  A  small 
distance  abore  tne  Bayau  de  Balioe  thef  bad  lo 
pan  a  rapid  of  one  huadred  and  firty  yards  in 
MDgth,  aad  four  feet  and  a  balf  fill,  which,  from 
its  Telocity,  ihe  Freneb  hare  deaomiaaled  "  La 
Cascade."  Below  the  caicade  tbete  are  roeky 
hilli,  OD  bolb  lidn,  composed  of  very  hard  free- 
stone. The  stone  in  the  bed  of  the  riier,  and 
which  has  been  rolled  from  the  upper  country, 
was  of  the  hardest  flint,  or  of  a  quality  resemblioK 
tlw  Turkey  oil  stone.  "Fourche  au  Tigree," 
(Tiger's  creek,}  which  comes  in  fnim  the  right,  « 
little  abore  the  cascade,  is  said  to  hare  many 
extensire  tracts  of  rich  level  land  npoa  it.  The 
rocky  hills  here  freqaently  approaeh-ibe  Washita 
on  both  sides;  riehWtoms  are,  nererlhetess,  ub- 
fre^uent,  and  the  upland  issoniEtinies  of  moderate 
elcTation  and  tolerably  level.  Tha  stones  and 
rocka  here  met  with  hare  iboir  flssu tea  filled  by 
apmrrj  Kai  ciystalitte  matter. 

Wtld-inrkeys  become  more  abqndaot  and  less 
difficult  of  apiiroach  than  below ;  and  the  howl 
of  the  wolves  is  heard  during-  the  nigbL 

To  the  " Fourche  of  Calfat,"  (Caulker's creek,) 
where  the  voyage  terminates',  they  found  level 
aad  good  land  on  the  right,  and  bigh  hills  on  the 
left  band.  After  nassing  oTer  a  precipitous  rapid, 
seemingly  dtvidea  into  four  steps  or  falls,  one  of 
which  was  at  least  fifteen  inches  in  perpendicular 
height,  and  wbich  (ogeiber  could  not  be  lesi  than 
Sre  and  a  half  feet,  they  arrived  al  BUis's  capip, 
a  smalt  distance  below  the  Fourche  au  Calfat, 
where  they  stopped  on  the  sixth  of  December,  as 
the  pilot  considered  it  the  mcsi  convenient  land* 
ing  from  whence  to  carry  the  neeessarv  Iwgnge 
to  the  Hot  springSj  the  distance. being  aoout  three 
leagues.  Toere  is  a  creek  aliont  two  leagues 
higher  op,  called  "  Bayan  des  Sources  Chauds, 
(Hot  spring*  creek,]  upon  the  banks  of  which  tb« 
hot  spnngi  are  aituateo  it  about  two  leai ues  from 
its  mouth.  The  banks  of  it  are  hilly,  and  tia  road 
leas  eligible  than  from  Ellis^a  camp. 

On  ascrading  (he  hill,  to  encamp,  ihev  found 
the  land  very  level  and  good,  some  plants  in  flow- 


tatitode  of  this  place  is  34°  37  31".6.  The  ground 
on  wbich  they  encamped  was  about  fiuy  ' 

above  the  water  in  the  river,  and  supposed  t 

thirty  feet. higher  than  the  inundations.  Hills  of 
oontidenble  height,  and  clothed  with  pine,  were 
in  view,  but  the  land  around,  and  extending  be- 
yond their  view,  lies  handsomely  for  cultivation. 
The  supustntum  is  of  a  blackish-brown  color, 
upon  a  yellow  basis,  th«  whole  intermixed  with 
gravel  and  btpe  schistas,  frequently  so  far  decom- 
posed as  to  have  a  strong  aluminous  taste.  From 
their  camp  on  the  Wtsbita,  to  the  hot  springs,  s 
distance  of  about  nine  miles,  the  first  six  miles  of 
the  road  is  in  a  westerly  direction  without  manv 
sinuosities,  and  the  remainder  northwardly,  which 
courses  are  necessary  to  avoid  some  very  steep 
hills.  In  this  distance  they  found  ibreepnitcipal 
aalt  licki^  and  Mme  inferior  ons*^  whioft  are  all 


frequented  by  buffalo,  deer,  &c.  The  soil  aronaj 
them  is  a  white,  tenaeious  clay,  probably  Gt  for 
potters'  ware ;  hence  the  name  of  "^  gUise,"  whick 
the  French  hunters  have  bestowed  upon  most  of 
the  licks,  freqaented  by  the  beasts  of  the  foreA 
many  of  wbich  exhibit  no  saline  imprint  lion. 
The  fitst  two  miles  from  the  river  camp  b  over 
level  land  of  the  second  rate  quality ;  the  timber 
chiefly  oak,  intermixed  with  other  trees,  common 
to  the  climate,  and  a  few  scattering  pine*.  Por- 
cher  on,  the  lands,  on  either  hand,  rise  into  gently 
swelling  hills,  covered  with  handsome  pine  woods. 
The  road  passes  alopga  valtef  frequently  wet  by 
the  numeroos  rilti  and  springs  of  excelleot  water, 
which  issne  from  the  foot  ot  the  hill*.  Near  ibt 
hot  spribgs  the  hills  become  more  elev'ated,  Keep- 
er of  ascent,  and  rocky.  They  are  here  called 
mounuins,  althotigh  jione  of  them  in  view  exeeed 
four  or  five  hundred  feet  in  altitude.  It  ii  said 
that  mountains  of  more  than  fiv«  tinuatlw  deva- 
lion  of  these  hills  are  to  be  seen  in  tbe  ntmhwei^ 
toward  the  sources  of  the  Washita.  One  of  them. 
is  called  tbe  QIass.  Crystal,  or  Sbining  mountain, 
from  the  vast  numoer  of  hexagonal  prismsof  very 
transparent  and  colorless  crystal  wbich  aTefonsd 
on  its  surface ;  tbey  are  generally  surmoanted  by 
pyramids  at  one  end,  rarely  on  both.  Tbeaecrys- 
lals  do  not  produce  a  double  refraction  of  the  nyi 
of  light  Many  searches  have  been  made  over 
there  mountains  for  tbe  pieeions  metals,  bal,ii  is 
believed,  without  success. 

At  the  hot  springs  they  found  an  open  \og 
cabin,  andafew  nuts  of  split  bo«nls,allcilciilaiM 
/or  Summer  encampment,  and  which  had  been 
erected  by  persons  reaoriing  to  the  ipiogs  for  the 
recovery^ their  [tealth. 

They  sligbily  repaired  these  hots,  or  eabiio,  for 
their  accoipmodaiion  during  the  time  of  theirde- 
tenlion  at  tbe  springs,  for  the  pnrpoM  of  examia- 
ing  them  and  the  snrrounaiog  eoantry;  and 
making  such  antronomieal  obaerrationa  as  were 
necessary  for  astsertaining  their  geographical  po- 
ll is  understood  that  the  hot  springs  are  in- 
cluded within  B  grant  of  some  hundred  aem, 
cniDted  by  the  late  Spanish  commandant  of  tht 
Washita,  to  some  of  his  friends,  but  it  is  not  be- 
lieved that  a-reeular  patent  was  ever  issoed  for 
lb;  place ;  and  it  cannot  be  asserted  that  resi- 
dence, with  improvement  here,  fatxK  a  plea  to 
claim  the  land  upon. 

On  their  arrival,  they  immediately  tasted  the 
waten  of  the  hot  springs ;  that  is.  after  «  few 
minutes  cooling,  for  it  was  impossible  (oapproack 
it  with  the  lips  when  first  taken  up^  withottt 
scalding:  the  taste  does  not  diflbr  from  that  of 
good  water  rendered  hot  by  culinary  fire 

On  the  10th,  they  visited  all  the  hot  a^ngi. 
They  issue  on  the  east  side  of  theTaUey,  where 
the  huts  are,  except  one  spring,  which  risn  on  the 
west  tunk  oftbe  creek,  from  the  aides  and  foot  of 
a  hill.  From  the  small  quantity  of  caleaivos 
matter  yet  deposited,  the  western  spring  does  aot 
appear  to  be  of  long  standing:  a  natural  condoit 
probably  passes  under  the  twd  of  the««e^  and 
■uppliM  iL    There  ue  ntii  princii»l  brings  ria- 
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in^  im mediately  on  the  emit  bank  of  the  creek, 
one  of  whicb  may  be  rattier  tt'ii  to  sprias  oat  of 
the  griTel  bed  of  (be  rirn;  a  fifth,  a  smaller  one 
than  that  Kbore-tneDtioacd,  as  riiiog  on  the  west 
side  of  the  creek  j  and  a  sixth,  of  the  same  mag- 
Bitnde,  the  most  noitherlf,  and  rising  near  tbe 
baak  of  the  creek:  these  are  all  the  sources  that 
merit  the  name  of  springs,  near  the  huts ;  but 
tbere  is  a  considerable  one  below,  and  all  aloag, 
at  intervals,  tbe  warm  water  oozes  oat,  or  drops 
frtom  the  bank  into  the  creek,  as  appears  from  the 
condensed  Tapoc  floatiog  along  the  margin  of  tBe 
flteek,  where  the  drippings  occur. 

The  hilt  from  which  the  hoi  springe  issue  is 
of  a  conical  form,  tcrmiaattng  at  the  top  wiih  a 
few  loose  fru^enls  of  rockgCorering  a.  space  of 
twenty-Gre  feet  in  diameter.  Although  the  figure 
of  the  hill  is  conical-  it  is  not  eatirely  insulated, 
but  connected  with  the  neighboring  hills  by  a  very 
narrow  ridge.  Tbe  primitive  rock  of  tnis  hill, 
above  the  t»i<^e,  is  priocipally  silicious,  some  pan 
of  it  being  of  the  hardest  fimC,  olheis  a  free  stone 
extrnneljr  compact  and  solid,  and  of  various  co- 
lors. The  base  of  the  hill,  and  for  a  considerable 
extent,  is  composed  of  a  blackish  blue  schistus, 
vhich  divides  into  perpendicular  lamiaa-like  blue 
slate.  Tbe  water  of  lae  hot  springs  is,  therefore, 
deiifer^  from  the  silicious  toe k,jgene rally  invisi- 
ble at  the  surface,  from  the  mass  ofcalcareous  mat- 
ter with  which  it  is  incrusied,  or  rather  buried, 
and  which  is  perpetually  precipitating  frorO  the 
wnter  of  tbe  springs:  i  small  proportion  of  iron, 
in  the  farm  of  a  red  calx,  is  also  deposited  ;  the 
color  of  which  Is' frequently  distinguishable  ih 
the  lime. 

In  ascending  the  bill  sereral  patches  of  rich 
black  earth  are  fouud,  which  appear  to  be  forined 
by  tbe  decomposition  of  the  calcareous  matter :  in 
other  situations  the  superficial  earth  is  penaitated 
oi  iacrusted  by  limestone,  wilb  fine  lamina,  or 
minute  fragments  of  iron  ore. 

The  water  of  the  hot  springs  miist  formerly 
have  issued  at  a  greater  elevation  in  the  hill,  and 
ran  over  the  surface,  havinc  formed  a  mass  of 
calcareous  rock  onfl  hundredfeet  perpendicalar|  by 
its  deposition.  In  this  situation  they  found  ai 
■priug,  wboae  temperature  was  140°  of  Fahren- 
lieit's  iherntometer.  After  passjnft  theealcereous 
Kgioo,  they  found  the  priinitire  hill,  covered  by  a 
forest  of  not  rery  large  trees,  consisling  chiefly  of 


oak,  pine,  oedar,  holly,  hawthorn,  and  others,  com- 
mon to  toe  climate,  with  agrett.rarieiy  of  Tin~ 
aome  said  to  produce  blacE,  and  others  yelli 


vegetable  mould.  Oa  reaching  the  height  of  two 
hundred  feet  perpendicular,  a  considerable  change 
in  the  sqil  was  obserrable ;  it  was  stony  and  grar- 
dly,  with  a  superficial  cut  of  black  earth,  but 
immediately  nnder  it  lies  a  stratum  of  fat, tena- 
cious, soapy^  red  clay,  inciting  to  the  .color  of 
bright  Spanish  snu^  homogeoeDos,  with  scaredy 
any  admixtore  of  sand,  not  saline,  but  rather  a  soft 
agreeable  ttae:  ifie  timber  diminish^,  and  the 
rocks  iocieaiffiiiiiize  to  tbe  Bummil.  The  whole 


height  is  estimatedal  three  hundred  feet  above  ihe 
level  of  the  valley. 

On  ezamining  the  four  principal  springs,  or 
those  which  yield  tbe  greatest  quantity  of  water, 
or  of  the  highest  temperature,  No.  1  was  found  to 


eier:  tbe  last  i5.on  the  west  sideoftbecreek:  No. 
3  is  a  small  basin,  in  which  there  ts  a  considera- 
ble quantity  of  green  matter,  having  much  the 
appearance  of  a  vegetable  body,  but  detached 
from  the  bottom,  yet  connected  with  it  by  soiae- 
ihing  like  a  stetD,  which  reets  in  calcateous  mat- 
ter. The  body  of  one  .of  these  pseudo  plants  was 
from  four  to  five  inches  in  diameter  ;  the  bottoia 
a  smooth  film  of  some  tenacity,  and  the  upper 
surface  divided  into  ascending  fibres  of  half  or 
three-fourths  of  aa  inch  long,  resembling  thegills 
of  fish,  in  transverse  rows.  A  little. further  on 
was  another  small  muddy  basin,  in  whieh  tha 
water  was  warm  to  the  finger:  in  it  wasa  vermes 
about  half  an  ioch  long,  moving  wilb  a  serpentine 
or  vermicular  motion.  It  wasinviriablyobservid, 
that  the  green  matter  forminc  on  Ihe  stones  and 
leavescovered  a  stratumofcauareous  earth,  some- 
rimes  a  little  hard,  or  brittle,  at  others  soft  and 
imperfect.  From,  the  bottom  of  one  of  the  hot 
spnnzs  a  frequent  ebullition  of  gas  was  observed, 
which,  not  having  the  means  of  collecting,  ihtj 
could  not  ascertain  its  nainre ;  it  was  not  inflam- 
mable, and  there  is  liftie  doubt  of  its  being  car- 
bonic acid,  from  the  quantity  of  lime  and  the  iron 
held  LQ  solution  by  the  water. 

They  made  the  foUowiag  rough  estimate  of  the 
quantity  of  water  delivered  by  the  springs.  There, 
are  four  principal  springs,  two  of  lofdrior  note; 
one  rising  out  of  the  gravel,  and  m  number  of 
drippings  and  dratnings,  4ll  issuing  from  the  mar- 
gin, or  from  under  the  rock  which  overhaiiga  the 
creek.  Of  the  four  first  mentioned,  three  <^vet 
nearly  equal  quantities,  but  No.  1,  the  most  con- 
siderable, delivers  about  five  times  as  much  as  one 
of  the  o.tner  three  ;  the  two  of  inferior  note,  may, 
together,  be  equal  to  OBe<;  snd  all  the  droppings, 
and'small  springs,  are  probably. underrated  at  dou- 
ble the  quantity  of  one  of  the  three ;  that  is,  all 
together,  they  will  deliver  a.  quantity  equal  toele- 
ven  times  the  water  issuing  from  the  one  most 
comraodiously  situated  fOr  measuretnent.  This 
^riog  filled  a  vessel  of  eleveq  ijuarts  in  elerea 
seconds,  hence  the  whole  quanti^  of  hot  wsta 
delivered  from  the  springs  at  tbe  base  of  the  bill 
is  one  hundred  and  sixty-five  gallons  in  a  minute, 
or  three  hundred  seventy-one  and  a  half  hoge- 
heads  in  tweniy^four  hours,  which  is  equal  to  a 
handsome  brook,  aod  mignt  work  an  overshot 
mill.  In  cool  weather  condensed  vapor  ia  seen 
rising  out  of  the  gravel  bed  of  the  creek,  from 
sptiogs  which  cannot  be  taken  into  account. 
Duriug  the  Summer  and  Fall  the  cre^  reeeirea 
little  or  ao  water  but  what  is  supplied  bv  tbe  hot 
iprings;  st  that  season^  itself  is  ahotbalh,  too 


by  selecting  a  natural  basin  near  to,  or  farther 
froid,  the  principal  springs.    At  three  or  foar. 
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■tia  below  th«  springB  tha  vtt«T  U  tepid  ind  nn- 
plcannt  to  drink. 

Fiomthe  weotern  moiiDlaiD,  estimated  to  be  of 
eqtnl  height  with  ihst  from  which  the  hoi  ipriDgi 
flow,  there  are  »e*etal  fine  proipecta.  The  rallej 
of  the  Wuhita,  compTefaeoded  between  the  btUa 
vm  either  aide,  seemed  a  perfect  flat,  and  about 
twelve  mile*  wide.  On  all  haoda  were  teen  ihe 
hilli,  or  moHDtaiDi,  as  they  are  here  called,  rising 
behind  each  other.  In  the  direction  of  north,  the 
nott  diiiant  were  animated  to  be  fifty  milei  oS, 
and  are  supposed  to  be  thoK  of  the  Arkaotai 
nTer,  oi  the  rogged  mouotaint,  which  divide  the 
waters  of  the  Arkaosas  from  ihote  of  the  Washi- 
ta, and  prevent  the  Chage  Indians  from  visiting 
the  latter,  of  whom  thej  are  tappoted  ignorant; 
otherwise  their  excaruoas  here  woald  prevent 
this  place  from  being  visited  by  white  person*,  or 
other  Indians.  In  a  soathweet  direetioa,  at  about 
forty  miles  distaace,  is  seen  a  perfecllv  level 
ridge,  nippaaed  to  be  Ihe  high  prairie*  of  tne  Red 

Notwitbetandiog  the  severity  of  the  wettber,  a 
eoDsidenble  num£er,  and  some  variety  of  plant* 
were  in  flower,  and  others  retained  their  verdore : 
indeed  the  ridge  was  more  temperate  than  the 
valley  below  i  there  it  was  cold,  damp,  and  pen- 
etrating; here  dry,  and  the  atmosphere  mild.  Of 
the  plants  growing  here  was  a  specieeofcabba^  . 
the  plant*  grow  with  expanded  leave*,  spreading 
OB  the  ground,  of  a  deep  green,  with  a  sbade  of 
paride :  the  taste  of  the  cabbage  was  plainljr  pte- 
aominauL  with  aa  agreeable  warmth  inclinmg  to 
that  of  the  ndish ;  several  tap-roots  penetrated 
into  the  soil,  .of  a  white  color,  iiaving  the  taste  of 
horse-radish,  but  much  milder.  A  quantity  of 
them  taken  to  the  camp  aad  dressed,  proved  pal- 
atable and  mild.  It  U  not  probable  ihat  eablMge 
seed  ha*  been  scattered  on  this  ridge ;  ine  hunters 
ueeoding  this  rirer  have  always  had  different 
objeeta.  Until  further  elucidatiob,  thi*  cabbage 
mast  beeoiuidered  as  indigenous  to  thi*  seaaev 
taiedqnarter,BQ<lmay  bedenomloatedibecablMge 
ladUh  of  the  Washiu.  They  found  a  plant,  then 
green,  called  by  the  French  "  racing  rouge,"  (red 
'  root,)  which  is  said  to  be  a  specific  iu  female  ob- 
atmctioDB  [  it  baa  alro  been  used,  combined  with 
ttie  china^  root,  to  dye  red,  the  last  probably  acting 
aa  a  mordpnt.  The  top  of  this  ridge  is  covered 
with  racks  ofa  flinty  kind,  and  so  very  hard  as 
be  improper  for  gao-flints,  for  when  applied 
that  use  it  soon  digs-cavities  to  the  hammer  of  the 
look.  ThishardBtooe  iagenerallv  white, butfre- 
qnently  clouded  with  red.  Drown,  black,  and  other 
oolors.  Here  and  there  fragments  of  iron  stone 
were  met  with,  and  Where  a  tree  had  been  over- 
turned, it*  roots  broufiht  to  view  fra|;meni 
•ohistus,  which  were  suffering  decomposition  from 
axpOBure  to  the  atmosphere.  On  digging  where 
the  slope  of  the  hill  was  precipitous,  ihey  found 
the  second  stratum  to  be  a  reddish  clay,  resembliog 
that  fonnd  on  the  c<mical  hill,  east  of  the  camp, 
At  two-thirds  down  the  hill,  the  rock  was  a  lurd 
Ireeslone,  intermixed  with  fragments  of  fli 
which  had  probablv  rolled  from  above.  6  . 
bwer  was  found  a  hint  achistui,  in  a  state  tending 


todeeompoiitionwhereeiposed  totheal 
but  hard  and  resembling  coarse  alate  ■■ 

Many  sEonea  bad  tM  appearance  oT  Turkey 
oil  stones:,  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  it  expands  inift 
good  farming  lauds. 

Dr.  Hunter,  upon  eiftmining  the  waten  ol  iha 
hot  spriogs,  oBtaincd  the  following  result* : 
It  differed  notbiog  from  the  hot  water  in  widl 
'  taste,  but  canseo  a  alight  emeiatioa  shortly 
aftel'  drinking  iL 

Iu  specifie  gravity  ia  equal  to  ram  or  diaiilled 
wai«r. 
It  gave  to  litamus  paper,  a  alirht  degreB  of  ret 
'ss,  evincing  the  pretence  of  &e  carbonic  acid, 
filled  air  sulphuric,  and  threw  down  a  few  de- 
tached particles.    Oxylatof  ammoDiac  caused  a 
deposition  and  white  cloud,  showing  the  prcsenca 
of  a  small  portion  of  lime,    t^rusiat  of  potash  pro- 
duced a  slight  and  scarcely  peiceptibU  (ioge  of 
' '      deaignaling  the  presence  ofa  small  quantitj' 

—  -jn  erainsof 
belin 

The  myrtle  wax  tree  grow*  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  springs.  At  the  season  in  which  the  voyager* 
were  there,  the  wax  was  no  longer  green,  butnad 
chauged  its  colour  to  a  grayi^-whit^  fratn  it* 
lung  exposure  to  the  weather.  The  berry  whea 
examined  by  a  microscope,  is  less  than  the  smaU- 
eit  garden  pea,  approaching  to  an  oval  in  form. 
The  nucleus,  or  real  seed,  is  the  size  of  the  aeed  of 
a  radish,  and  }»  covered  with  a  number  of  kidney 
ahaped  fflauds,  of  a  brown  color  and  sweet  taste; 
these  glands  secrete  the  wax  which  completely 
envelopes  them,  and,  at  this  seaiott,  gives  the  aji- 
pearance  of  an  imperfectly  white  berVy,  This  la 
a  valuable  plant  and  merit!  attention;  its  favorite 
position  is  a  dry  soil,  rather  poor,  and  lookinf 
down  upon  the  water.  Ir  is  w^l  adapted  to  or- 
nament the  margins  of  cSiiBls,  lake^  or  rivulet*. 


£ipon,  is  equally  beautiful,  and  pro- 
me  parpoae:  It  ^w*  here  along 
ihe  ba^  of  thi*  stony  oreek,  iBterminglcd  witk 


per  for  the  i 


lynle,  and  bears  a  bBabtiful' little  red  bettj, 
very  much  resembling  the  red  earrant. 

The  rock  through  which  the  hot  springs  «kha 
pa**  or  trickle'  over,  iippear*  uBdemiaed  by  tht 
waWaof thecreak.  71>^l>oi  water  ia«0RtiaiiaU]r 
depositing  aaleBre(M]*,and.  perhaps,  *ome  ailiciosa 
matter,  forming  new  rook*,  alwiya  augmentiiif 
and  projectingtheir  pronontorieaover  the  raanin^ 
water  of  Ihe  creek,  w4iek  prereata  it*  formation 
below  Ihe  aurface.  Wherever  thi*  e«lear*o«*cniat 
ii  aera  spreading  over  the  bank  and  lawp*  of  tba 
creek  there,  ipost  certainly,  ibe  hot  water  wiU  1m 
found,  either  running  qver  Ihe  suclace,ac  Qnoo^ 
some  cfaanoel,  perhaps  below  the  aev  rock,  ac 
dripping  from  the  edges  of  the  overhannng  pre- 
cipice. The  pro(;resB  of  nature  in  the  fonnatioK 
of  this  newroek  is  eurious,  and  worthy  the  attaB- 
lion  of  the  mineralo^.  When  the  hot  vsier 
issues  from  the  fountain,  it  frequently  spreads  over 
a  EUpetficie*  of  some  extent ;  bo  far  a*  it  teacher 
on  either  hand,  there  is  a  decompositioii  o^  or 
growth  of  green  matter.    Several  nniiui  of  liua 
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greea  matin  will  be  foand  lyiag  ovei  each  other, 
■nd  imiaedisielf  under,  and  in  contact  with  the 
iaferiot  limioaj  which  la  not  thicker  than  paper, 
ie  found  a  whiiitb  substance  resembling  a  coagu- 
lam  J  when  viewed  with  a  microscope,  ibis  last 
i>  alto  found  to  consist  of  leTeral,  sometimes  a 
good  Dumber  of  lamina,  of  whiclf  that  next  the 
green  is  the  finest  and  ihinneil,  being  the  last 
formed ;  those  below  increeBiog  in  thicSness  and 
teDacity  until  the  last  lermiaaies  in  a  soft  earthy 
matter,  which  reposes  ia  the  more  solid  rock. 
Saeh  lamina  of  the  ooagulum  is  penetrated  in  all 
icspaits  by  calcareous  grains,  eyttemelr  miDule, 
ana  divided  in  the  mwe  recent  web,  out  much 
larger  and  occnpying  the  wbole  of  the  inferior 
lamina.  The  understratum  is  coniioDally  con- 
■olidatiug,  and  adding  bulk  and  height  to  the 
rock. 

When  this  acquires  such  an  eleTation  as  to 
Slop  the  passage-  of  the  water,  it  Ends  another 
course  orer  the  rock,  hill,  or  margin  of  the  creek; 
formiag  in  turn,  accumulations  of  matter  over  the 
vhole  of  the  adjacent  space.  When  the  water 
has  found  itself  a  new  channel,  the  green  matter, 
which  sometimes  acquires  a  thickness  of  half  an 
iDch,  is  speedily  converted  into  a  rich  regetable 
earth,  ana  becomes  the  food  of  planti.  The  sur- 
face of  the  calcareous  rock  also  deeomposea  and 
forms  the  richest  Mack  mould  intimately  miled 
with  a  coDsiderable  portion  of  aoil ;  plants  and 
trees  vegetate  luxuriantly  opon  it. 

On  examining  a  piece  of  ground  upon  which 
the  suoW  dissolved  as  it  fell,  and  whico  was  cov- 
ered with  herbage,  they  found,  En  some  places,  a 
calcareous  crust  on  thesurfaee;  but'in  general  a 
depth  of  from  five  inches  to  a  foot  of  the  richest 
black  mould.  The  surface  w«s  sensibly  warm  (o 
the  touch..  Id  the  air  the  niercury  in  the  tha- 
iDometer  stood  at  44° ;  wheo  placed  four  inches 
Hoder  the  surface,  and  covered  with  earth,  it  rose 
rapidly  1068° ;  and  upon  the  calcareous  roec,  eight 
inches  beneath  fhe  surface,  it  rose  to  80°  Tais 
lesult  was  uaifotot  over  the  whole  surftct^  which 
was  about  a  quarter  of  ati  aete. 

On  searching  they  found  a  spring,  about  flfteea 
iDGhes  under  the  surface,  in  the  water  of  which 
the  thermometer  showed  a  temperature  of  130°. 
Beneath  the  black  mould  was  fonnd  a  browa 
miztnre  of  time  and  ailex,  very  looee  and  dtrisible, 
apparently  in  a  state  of  decompoeitioB,  and  pro- 
gresaing  towards  the  formation  of  blacV  mould; 
aoder  this  brownish  -mass  it  becama  gradually 
whiter  and  harder,  to  the  depth  of  from  six  to 
twelve  inches,  where  it  wasa  calcareous  sparkling 
atone.  It  was  evideDt  that  the  water  had  pateed 
over-  this  place,  and  formed  a  Oat  soperficea  of 
■ilicious  lime  stone;  and  that  its  poaiiion,  nearly 
level,  had  facilitated  the  afieumuutioa  of  earth, 
in  proportion  as  the  decomposition  advanced. 
Similar  spots  of  ground  were  fqund  higher  up  the 
hill^  resembling  little  savannas,  near  which  hot 
springs  were  always  discovered,  which  had  once 
flowed  over  them.  It  appears  probable  that  the 
hot  water  of  the  springs,  at  an  early  period,  had 
•U  issued  from  its  grand  reservoir  in  die  hill,  at  a 
miuh  (leater  alevatioii  i^a  at  piaaent.    The  caJ- 


careoiu  crust  may  be  traced  up,  in  most  si 

side  of  the  hill  looking  down  the  croak 
and  valley,  to  a  certain  height,  perhaps  one  hun- 
dred feet  p«pendicular ;  in  this  region  the  hill 
precipitously,  and  is  studded  with  hard  siii- 
Btonesj  below,  the  descent  is  more  gradual, 
and  the  soil  a  calcareous  black  earth.  It  ia  easr 
discriminate  the  primitive  hilt  from  thatwhicn 
a  accumulated,  by  precipitation,  from  the  water 
of  the  springs  ;  this  last  is  entirely  confined  to-tha 
westsideof  the  hill,  and  washed  at  its  base  by  the 
creek,  no  hot  spring  being  visible  in  any  athef 
part  ofitacircumference.  By  actual  measnreneat 
along  the  bate  of  the  hill  the  influence  of  the 
agings  ia  fotwd  to  extend  seventy  perches,  in  a 
direction  a  little  to  the  east  of  north :  along  the 
whole  of  this  space  the  springs  have  depoaitad 
stony  matter,  cklcareous,  with  an  addition  of  **■ 
lex,  or  crysiallixed  lime.  The  a«cnmulatioB  of 
calcareous  matter  is  more  considerable  at  the  north 
end  of  the  hill  than  the  south;  the  first  may  be 
above  a  hundred  feet  perpendicular,  but  sloping 
much  more  gradually  than  'the  primitive  hiH 
above,  nolil  it  approaches  the  creek,  where  not 
unfrequently  it  terminates  in  a  preai|Hce  of  from 
six  to  iweniy  feet.  The  diiierence  between  the 
primitive  and  secoudary  hill  is  so  striking  that « 
suptiScial  observer  must. nottceit:  the  first  isre^ 
ularly  very  sleep,  and  studded  with  rock  and  slou 
of  (he  hardest  flint,  and  other  siliciousAompounda. 
anda  superficaa  of  two  or  three  inches  of  good 
mould  coversia  red  dar ;  below,  on  the  seconaary 
hill,  which  carries  evident  mark*  of  lecent  fUrmar 
lion,  DO  flint,  or  silicious  stone,  is  found;  the  cal- 
careous rock  conceals  all  from  view^  and  it,  itself, 
frequently  covered  by  mticb  fine  rich  earth.  It 
wonld  seem  that  this  componniL  precipitated  fraia 
the  hot  Waters,  yield  easify  10  the  influeaae  of  the 
atmosphere ;  for  where  the  waters  ceate  to  flow 
over  any  portion  of  the  rock,  it  apeedilr  decam- 
poaes;  probaUy  more  rapidly  from  the  neat  com- 
municated from  the  interior  of  the  hill,  at  iato- 
lated  massea  of  the  rock  are  observed  to  remain 
without  chtuge. 
The  cedar,. and  wax- myrtle,  apd  the  oaariaa 


alt  evergreen's,  attach  thenuelves  parlicn- 

,    >  the  calcareous  lesion,  and  seem  to  grow 

and  thrive  even  in  the.  cleTis  of  the  solid  rocE 


cr.; 


A  spring,  enjoying  a  freedom  d  positioD,  \__ 
ceeds  with  great  regularity  in  depositing  the  mat* 
ter  it  holds  in  Solution  ;  the  border  or  rim  of  its 
baaiu  forms  aa  elevated  ridge^  from  whence  pro- 
ceeds a  Klacii  all  arbund,  where  the  wniers  have 
flowed  for  some  time  over  one  part  of  the  brim  ( 
this  becomes  more  elevated,  and  the  water  has  to 
■e«k  a  pawage  where  there  is  less  reustanoe  j  that 
fotnuiii|^iiiminiarare>eniter,ree(mblmginthBpe 
the  eosicalsamnit  Ola  volcano.  The  hill bemg 
steep  above,  the  prt^eaa  of  petrifaction  it  stopped 
on  that  side,  and  the  waters  continue  to  flow  and 
spread  abroad,  inernating  the  whole  foee  of  the 
hill  below.  The  last  formed  calcareous  border  of 
the  circular  basin  Is  soft,  and  easily  divided  ;  ata 
small  depth  it  is  more  compact ;  and  at  the  depth 
of  six  inches  it  is  generally  hard  whits  atoae.  K 
the  bottom  of  the  Mua  itstimd  up,  a  9 
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the  red  calx  of  iron  risca,  and  etcB pet  OTet  the  sDm- 
milof  iheentn. 

ViailaDl*  to  the  hot  tpriogtbarin;  observed 
■hrabt  and  trees  with  iheir  tooIi  id  ihe  hot  water, 
baTebecD  indoced  to  try  eiperimetiti,  by  ttickmnc 
braiKhe*  of  tree b  in  the  mo  of  hot  water.  Some 
bnncliei  of  the  wax  myrtle  were  found  thrust 
into  the  bottom  of  ■  fpriog  run,  the  water  of  which 
waa  130"  by  Fabrenbeit't  thermometer;  the  foli- 
ar and  fruit  of  the  branch  were  not  otily  loand 
and  healthv,  but  at  the  turface  of  the  water  roota 
were  aetoally  tprouting  from  it :  on  palling  it  up 
the  part  which  oad  penetrated  the  hot  mud  was 
found  decayed. 

The  men  ■ubatancediicOTerableat  the  bottom 
of  the  Dot  ■priags,  and  which  at  firtl  sicht  has  the 
appearance  of  plaah,  on  examination,  Dy  the  mi- 
eroaeope,  waa  foQud  to  be  a  vegetable  productioo. 
A  film  of  green  maiiet  nireaai  itielf  on  the  cal- 
eanont  baae,  from  which  riscf  fibrea  more  than 
bilf  ai^  in«b  in  lenglb,  forming  a  beautiful  ve^e- 
tattoD.  Before  the  mieroMope,  it  cparkled  with 
iiiDuaienUe  nodnlea  of  lime,  Bome  part  of  which 
waa  beantifally  crystallized.  Thig  citcumsMnce 
naight  cause  a  doubt  of  its  being  a  true  Tegeiable, 
bat  its  mat  reMroblanee  to  lomc  of  the  mones, 

Kticularly  the  byssi,  and  tbe  discorety  which 
,  Danbar  made,  of  ili  bciog  tbe  residence  of 
animal  life,  confirmed  bis  belie?  in  its  beiaga  tme 
IBOM.  After  a  dilirent  search,  he  diteovered  a 
ihell-fiA  of  the  biralve  kind,  inhab- 


iting this  mosi ;  its  shape  nearW  that  of  the  fresh 

water  muscle ;  the  color  of  ine  shell  a  grayi 

brown,  with  spots  of  a  pttrpliih  color.    Wh 


the  animal  is  nndistntbed,  it  opens  the  shell,  and 
tbroatsont  four  legs,  very  transperent,  aiid  artjeii- 
lated  like  thoieof  a  quadruped.  Tbe  extremities 
of  the  fore  legs  are  very  aleDder  and  sharp,  but 
thoae  of  the  hind  lees  tue  somewhat  broader,  ap- 
parently armed  wiui  minnte  tors.  From  the 
extremity  of  each  shell  issues  three  or  four  forked 
hairs,  which  the  animal  seems  to  posaesi  the  po'wer 
of  moriog.  The  fore  legs  are  probablf  formed  for 
making  inciiiioQs  into  the  moss,  for  the  purpose  of 
proennog  acceas  to  the  juices  of  the  liviog  plant, 
npon  which,  no  doubt,  it  feeds.  It  may  be  pro- 
Tided  with  a  proboscis,  although  it  did  not  appear 
while  the  animal  was  under  eiaminstioD.  The 
hind  legs  are  well  adapted  for  propelling  it  in  its 
progress  over  the  moss,  or  throngh  the  water. 

It  would  be  desirable  to  ascertain  the  cause  of 
(hat  perpMnal  flr«  which  kaeps  up  tbe  hiah  tem- 
poBtnro  of  so  man^r  springs  ks  flow  from  this  hill, 
■t  a  coadderable  distance  frpro  each  other.  Up- 
on looking  aronod,  bowerer,  sufficient  data  for 
the  solution  of  tbe  difficulty  is  not  discovcfable. 
Nothing  of  a  volcaaic  nature  is  to  be  seen  in  this 
ooimtry ;  neither  could  they  learn  that  any  evi- 
dence in  favor  of  such  a  supposition  was  to  be 
fotmd  iu  the  moDOtaios  connected  with  this  river. 
An  immense  bed  of  dark  blue  scbistos  appears  to 
form  the  base  of  the  hot  spring  bill,  ana 'of  all 
tlxwe  in  its  neigbborhood.  The  bottom  of  the 
ereek  is  formed  of  it,  and  pieces  are  fi;n]uently 
net  with  rendered  sofk  hy  deeompoMtioo,  and 
ygwaiainit  a  atioitg  alatnu  -      -    - 


,  raqmnng 


nothing  but  lixiviatiou  and  crystallization  to 
complete  the  msnufscture  of  alum.  As  bodies 
undergoing  chemical  changes  generally  produce 
an  alteration  of  temperature,  the  heat  of  these 
springs  may  be  owing  to  the  disengagement  of 
calotte,  or  the  decomposition  of  the  schiitua. 
Another,  and  perhaps  •  more  satisfactory  canae 
may  be  assigned.  It  is  well  known  that,  withia 
the  circle  of  the  waters  of  this  river,  vast  beds  of 
martial  pyrites  exist.  They  have  not  ycL  how- 
ever, been  discovered  in  tbe  vicinage  of  the  hoi 
springs,  "hut  mw,  nevertheless,  fom  immenM 
beds  under  the  bases  of  these  bills;  and  as,  in 
one  jAsoe  at  least  there  is  evidence  of  tbe  prea- 
ence  of  bitumen,*  the  union  of  these  agent*  will, 
in  the  progress  of  decomposition,  by  tne  admis- 
sion of  air  and  moisture^  produce  degrees  of  beat 
capable  of  supporting  tbe  phenomena  of  the  hot 
springs.  No  sulphuric  acid  is  present  in  this 
water.  The  springs  may  be  supplied  by  the  t»- 
por  of  heated  water  ascending  from  cavenss  where 
the  beat  is  generated,  ottheieat  may  be  immedi- 
ately appliM  10  the  Dottom  of  an  immense  natu- 
ral calaroo  of  rockiContained  >n  tbebowebof  the 
hill,  from  which,  as  a  merroir,  the  springs  may 
be  supplied. 

A  series  of  accutM*  obscrTatiooe  dctanniBed 
the  latitude  of  tbe  hot  springs  to  be  34°  31'  4"  M 
north,  iqd  longitude  9k.  W  25"^  or  08°  W  45"  west 
from  tbe  meridian  of  Greenwich. 

While  Mr.  Danbar  was  makins  uransanenta 
for  traniporting  tbe  baggage  back 

"  '  ■■  nut,, 

feft  tbe 

hot  springs  ou-tbe  morning  of  the  S7tb,  and  after 
travelling,  sometimes  over  bills  and  steep  eraLgf^ 
moonlajns  with  narrow  valleys  betwMn  tbenL 
then  up.ihe  valleys,  aod  generally  by  the  aide  or 
4  braach  emptying  into  the  Washita,  they  reach- 
ed ihe  inain  branch  of  the  Cslfal  in  the  evening, 
about  twelve  mile*  from  the  (prings.  The  stone* 
they  met  with  doring  the  first  part  of  tbe  day, 
were  siliciou*.  of  a  whitish  sray,  with  fiints,whiu^ 
cream-colored,  red,  Ac.  The  beds  of  the  ri*alel& 
and  often  a'  considerable  way  on  the  hills,  ihoweii 
immenae  bodies  of  scbistns,  both  bine  and  gray, 
some  of  it  efflorescing,  and  tasting  strongly  of 
alum.  The  latter  part  of  tbe  day,  they  travelled 
over  and  between  bills  of  black,  bard,  and  cmb- 

Kct  flint,  in  shapeless  masses,  with  schisios,  «a 
fore.  On  ascending  these  high  groaods^  yoa 
distinctly  perceive  tbe  commencement  of  the 
piney  region,  beginning  at  the  height  of  sizly  or 
seventy  feet,  and  extending  to  the  top.  The  soil 
in  these  narrow  valleys  is  tnin,  and  full  of  stonea. 
The  next  day,  which  was  stormy,  they  reached  a 
branch  of  the  Bayou  dc  Saline,  which  alretchn 
towards  the  Arkania,  and  empties  into  the  Wa- 
shita maov  leagues  below,  having  gone  about 
twelve  miles.  Tha  mountains  thevhad  paesed 
being  of  the  primitive  kiud,  which  seldom  produce 

*  Having  thrust  a  slid  down  into  the  crater  of  cms 
of  the  spring*,  at  some  distance  op  the  hill,  ■nvsid 
dropa  of  petnileniB,  or  napiha,  rase  and  apnaid  ifOB 
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a  DOttiing  of  a 
e  poor  iroD  ore  excppied,  and 
the  face  of  the  country,  as  far  as  ihey  could  we, 
preseDliog  the  same  ai pec t,  they  returned  to  the 
camp  at  the  hot  spring,  on  the  evening  of  the 
thirtieth,  hy  another  route,  in  which  they  met 
with  Dothing  wort))T  of  notice. 

In  coDtequenee  of  the  rains  wbicb  hadfalleu, 
Mr.  Dunhar,  and  those  who  were  transporting  the 
-baggage  to  toe  riTer  eamp,  found  the  road  watery. 
The  soil  OS  the  flat  lands,  under  the  stritam  of 
▼egetable  mould,  is  yellowish,  and  consists  of  de- 
composed schiiitasj'of  which  there  are  immense 
beds  in  erery  stage  of  dissolution,  from  the  hard 
■time,  recently  naeorerfd  and  partially  decom- 
posed, to  the  yellow,  and  appareoily  homogene- 
ous earth.  The  cotering  of  vegetable  earth  be- 
tween the  hills  and  the  river  is,  in  most  places, 
sufficiently  thick  to  constitute  ■  good  soil,  bcine 
from  four  to  six  inch^  and  it  is  the  opinion  of 
tbe  people  upon  the  Washita,  that   wheat  will 

frow  here  to  great  perfeetioa.  Although  tbe 
igber  bills,  three  hundred  to  six  hundred  feet  in 
height,  are  very  rocky,  yet  the  infertor  hills,  and 
the  sloping  bases  of  the  first,  are  generally  cov- 
ered with  a  soil  of  middling  qaality.  Tbe  natu- 
ral prodQctions  are  solEcieDiIy  laxariant,  consist- 
ing chiefly  of  black  and  red  oak,  intermixed  With 
a  variety  of  other  Woods,  and  a  considerable  iia 
deivrowth.  Even  on  these  rocky  bills  are  three 
or  &ur  species  of  vines,  said  to  produce  ftnnnally 
an  abundance  ftf.exoellent  grapes.  A  ereat  va- 
rietr  of  plants  which  grow  here)  aOme  of  which, 
in  -tncir  scbsod,  are  ma  to  pro4aee  flowers  highly 
ornliRieotal,  would  probably  reward  the  retearches 
of.the  botanist. 

Od  tbe  mornng  of  tbe  8lh  January,  1806,'the 

Eirty  left  Ellis's,  on  the  river  camp,.wnere  they 
ad  been  detained  for  JteTcral  days,  waiting. for 
ancb  a  rise  in  the  waters  of  the  river,  as  would 
carry  their  boat  in  safety  over  tbe  numerous  rap- 
ids below.  A  rise  of  about  six  feet,  which  had 
taken  place  the  evening  before,  dtfierinined  them 
tomove  thisinorning,aDd  they  passed  the  chunes 
about  one  o'clock.  Theystoppnl  to  examine  the 
rocky  promontory  below  these  falls,  and  loiA 
some  specimens  of  the  stone  whieh  so  much  re- 
sembles tbe  Turkey  oil  stone.  It  appears  ttoa 
hard. 

The  strata  of  this  chain  were  ohMived  to  rnti 
petpendieularly,  nearly  east  and  west,  crossed  by 
nssares,  at  rignt  angles,  from  five  to  eight  feet 
apart;  the  lamina  from  one-fourth  of  en  inch  to 
five  iirches  in  thickness.  About  a  league  below, 
they  landed  at  Whetstone  Hill,  and  look  several 
specimens:  This  projecting  hill  is  a  mass  of  gray- 
ish bluB  Ecbisius,  of  considerable  bardnes^  and 
aboai  twenty  ftet  perpendicular,  (not  i^uUrly 
io,)  and  from  a  quarter  to  two  iacnes  in  thickness, 
but  di>es  not  spht  with  att  even  stnfiice. 

They  landed  again  on  themoroingof  the  Qtb,  in 
eight  of  The  Bayau  de  li.  Prairie  de  Champignole, 
to  examine  and  tska  epeoiment  of  tome  free  stone 
and  Mae  slate.  The  nate  is  a  hlne  schistos,  hard, 
brittle,  and  nnflt  for  the  covering  of  a  house; 
none  pro^  for  Utat  purpose  have  been  diecov- 


ered,  except  on  the  Calfat,  which  Dr.  Hnntet 
met  with  in  one  of  bis  excursions. 

On  the  evening  of  the  tenth  they  encamped  near 
Arclon's  Troughs,  having  been  only  three  days 
in  descending  tne  distance  which  took  them  thir- 
teen to  hscend.  They  stopped  some  time  at  th» 
camp  of  a  Mr.  Le  Pevre.  He  is  an  intelligent 
man,  a  native  of  the  Illinois,  but  now  residing  at 
the  Arkansas.  He  caiae  here  with  some  Dela- 
ware and  other  Indians,  whom  be  had  fitted  out 
with  goods,  and  receives  their  peltry,  far,  &e.  at 
a  stipulated  price,  at  it  is  bfonght  in  by  the  hea- 
ters. Mr.  LeFevte  possesses  cootid^able  know- 
ledge of  the  interior  of  the  country ;  he  wMr 
firms  the  acooudtt  before  obtained,  that  the  hilla- 
ormojintains  which  give  rise  to  this  little  riverare 
in  a  manner  insula!^ ;  that  it,  they;  are  eaiireljr 
shut  in,  enclosed  hy  the  immense  plains  or  prairie* 
which  extend  beyond  the  Red  river,  to  the  acMtbr 
and  beyond  the  Mtssoort.  qr  at  least  some  of  tls 
branches,  to  tbe  north,  and  ran^ealong  the  eastern 
baseof  the  great  chain  or  dividing  ridge,  common- 
ly known  by  the  name  of  the  saod  hills,  whieh 
separate  the  waters  of  the  Mississippi  from  those 
which  fall  into  i^e  Pacific  ocean.  The  bresMt 
of  this  great  plaio  is  not  well  ascertained.  It  is 
said  by  some  to  bo  at  certain  parts,  or  in  certain  di- 
lotions,  not  les&than  two  hundred  leagues ;  hut-It 
is  agreed  by  all  who  have  a  knowled^  of  the  west- 
ern country,  that  the  mean  breadth  is  at  least  two- 
thirds  of  that  distance.  A  branch  of  the  Missouri 
called  the  river  Platte,  or  Shallow  river,  is  said 
.to  take  its  rise  so  far  south  as  to  derive-its  flret 
waters  from  the  neighborhood  of  the  sources  of 
tbe  Red  and  Arkansa  river.  By  tbe  expresaioa 
plains  or  prairies  in  this  place,  is  not  to  be  under- 
stood a  dead  flat,  resembling  certain  savannas, 
whose  soil  is  stifl^  and  impenetrable,  often  uhder 
wBter|  and  bearing  only  a  coarse  grass  resembliag 
reeds ;  very  difietent  are  the  western  prairiea, 
whiih  expression  siguifies  only  a  counirv  with- 
out timber.  These  prairies  are  neither  oat  afti 
hilly,  but  uiidolatinfr  into  |;e a tlfe  swelling  lawns, 
and  expanding  into  spacious  valleys,  in  the  centra 
of  which  is  always  founda  little  timber  growing  on 
the  banks  of  the  brooks  and  rivulets'  of  the  finest 
waters.  The  whole  of  those  pniries  a»  repre- 
sented to  be  composed  of  the  richest  and  most 
fenile  soil ;  the  most  luxuriant  and  sueculeat  her- 
bage covers  the  sarfaee  of  the  earthy  interspersed 
with  millions  of  flowers  and  flowering  shrubs,  of 
the  most  ornamental  kinds.  Those  who  have 
viewed  only  a  skirt  of  the  prairies,  speak  of  them 
withenthnsiasm,  as  if  it  was  only  Inere  (hat  nature 
.was  to  be  found  trdly  perfect ;  tbey  declare,  that 
tbe  fertility  and  beauty  of  the  ruing  grounds, 
the  extreme  richness  of  the  vales,  theeotdoest  ana 
excellent  qaality  of  the  water  found  in  every  val- 
ley, the  salubrity  of  the  atmosphere,  and  above 
ill,  the  grandeur  of  the  enchanting  landscape 
which  this  country  pTeteuts,  inspire  the  Mini  with 
tensatiooB  Dot  to  be  felt  in  any  other  region  of  the 
globe.  This  paradise  is  now  very  thinly  inhab- 
ited by  a  few  tribes  of  savages,  and  by  tbe  in- 
mense  herds  of  wild  cattle,  (bison)  which  people 
these  coonUtes.    The  cattle  perform  Yegolat  mi- 
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(ratioDi,  ucording  to  the  seaioao,  fiodi  toulh  to 
noiih,  and  fiom  tne  plaias  to  the  mouDtaiai ;  and 
in  dtie  lime,  taught  by  their  iotlinct*,  take  a  re- 
Irograde  direction.  Tfaeae  tribes  more  io  the  tear 
■of  the  heidi,  and  pick  up  strag^^ters,  and  EUcb  as 
lag  behind,  wbieh  ibey  kill,  with  the  bow  and 
«now,  for  tkeir  subaisteDce.  This  country  is  not 
■nbjected  to  ttiote  Buddeu  delugea  of  rain  which 
in  inoBE  hot  countrieH,  and  even  id  the  Miuitsippi 
Tenitory,  tear  up  and  iweep  amy  with  irreiist- 
ible  fury,  the  crop  and  aoil  to^etber )  on  the  con- 
•raiy,  rain  i«  Mid  to  become  more  rare  in  propor- 
litni  Bs  tbe  creat  cbaia  of  mountatn  ii  approached  j 
Md  it  would  aecm  tliai  within  the  tpheia  of  tbe 
Utraelion  of  thooe  elevai«d^ridgM,  little  or  no 
rain  falls  on'  tbe  adjoiqin^  plains.  Tbis  relation 
ii  lbs  more  credible,  as  in  that  respect  our  new 
oouDtry  auj  reiemble  other  flat  or  camparatiTely 
low,  coao tries,  similarlr  siluated;  sucb  as  the 
eounlry  lyiog  becwemi  tae  Andes  and  the  western 
Pacific;  (be  pkioiara  supplied  with  nightly 
dews  so  extremely  abundant,  at  to  hare  the  effect 
«f  refreshing  showers  of  rain  ;  and  the  specious 
valleys,  which  are  eiireinelv  lerel,  may  with  fa- 
lsity be  watered  by  the  rills  and  brooks  which 
are  never  absent  from  these  situations.  Such  is 
the  description  of  the  better  kaowa  couotry  lying 
Io  the  south  of  R«d  river,  from  . Nacogdoches  to- 
Vards  Bt. Antonio,  in  the  proTiDceof  Taiua:  the 
•raps  are  said  lo  be  procured  there  without  Tain ; 
kot  agrictilture  in  tnat  quarter  is  at  a  low  ebb ; 
die  small  quantities  of  maize  furnisbed  by  the 
oonatry',  is  said  to  be  raised  without  cultJTaticHi. 
A  lude  opeuiog  is  made  in  the  earth,  sufficient  to 
deposit  the  grain,  at  the  distance  of  foar  or  Sre 
Am,  in  irregular  squares,  uid  the  rest  ia  left  to 
BMure.  The  soil  is  lender,  spongy  and  rich,  and 
■eetns  always  to  retain  hnmidlty  suffieient,  with 
tke  boBBieoiis  dews  of  heaven,  lo  bring  the  crops 
M  maturity. 

The  Red  and  Arkansas  rivers,  whose  courses 
•re  vary  lone,  p***  tbroogh  portions  of  this  fine 
MHDtry.  They  are  beib  navigable  to  an  unknown 
distance  by  boats  of  proper  constraction ;  the  Ar- 
kaoMs  river  is,  bo weTer,'Underslood  to  have  great- 
ly the  advantage  with  respect  to  the  faciSty  of 
MivlgatioD.  Some  diffisDU  plaeea  are  met  with 
in  tbe  Red  river  below  tbe  Tfakiiosh,  after  which 
it  is  good  for  one  hundred  and  fifty  leagaes  (prob- 
ably computed  leagues  of  the  country,  about  two 
miles  each ;)  there  the  voyager  meets  with  a  very 
■erions  obstacle,  the  commeoeemeot  of  the  "  raft," 
«a  it  is  called ;  that  is,  a  natiiral  covering  which 
'      '     whole  river  for  an  extent  of  seven- 


n  leagues,  coi 
>od  brought  i 


wood  brought  down  bjr  every  considerable  fresh. 
Thiacoveiing,  which,  loc  a  considerable  time  was 
only  drift-wood,  now  supports  a  vegetation  of 
«rerythiag  abonndiag  in  toe  forest,  not  excepting 
trees  of  a  eoasideralue  site;  and  the  river  may 
be  frequently  passed  without  any  knowled^  of 
its  existence.  It  is  is  said  that  the  annaal  inui)' 
datioB  is  opeaing  for  itself  anew  passage  through 
tbe  low  grounds  near  the  hills;  but  it  must  belong 
before  nature,  unaided,  will  excavate  a  passage 
~    tat  foe  ibe  walMs  of  Red  river.    About 


fifty  leagues  above  (hi*  natural  bridge,  te  the  res- 
idence of  the  Cadeaui  oi  Cadadoquies  oaiioa, 
whose  good  qualities  are  alread;  mentioned.  The 
inhabitants  estimate  (be  post  of  Nakitosh  lo  be 
half  way  between  New  Orleans  and  the  Cadeanx 
natiuD.  Above  this  point  the  DBvigaiion  of  Bed 
river  is  said  to  be  embarrassed  by  many  rapids, 
falls  and  shallows.  Tbe  ArkanMis  liver  is  said  to 
present  a  safe,  agreeable  and  uninterrupted  navi- 
gation as  high  as  ii  is  known.  The  lauds  on  emA 
side  are  of  the  best  quality,  and  well  watered  witfa 
springs,  brooks,  and  rivulets,  affording  many  sitna- 
tions  for  mill-seals.  From  description  it  would 
seem  that  along  this  river  there  is  a  regular  gra- 
dation of  hilt  and  dale,  pHsenting  their  exiremi- 
ties  to  the  river ;  tbe  hilts  are  gently  swelling  en- 
inences,  and  the  dales,  spficioas  valleys  with  tiving 
water  meandering  tbrough  them ;  tbe  forests  ewt- 
■isl  of  handsome  trees,  chiefly  what  is  called  opesi 
woods.  The  quality  of  the  land  ii  supposed  sa- 
petior  to  that  on  Red  river,  until  it  ascends  to  the 
prairie  couotty,  where  the  lands  on  both  riven  are 
probably  similar.  About  two  hundred  lewfoea 
up  the  Arkansas  is  an  interesting  place  caUeu  tbe 
Salt  prairie ;  there  is  a  conuderaole  fork  of  tbe 
river  there,  and  a  kin4  of  savanna  where  tbe  salt 
water  is  continually  oozrog  out  and  sprradiag 
over  the  surface  of  a  plain.  Daring  thedry  san- 
mir  seaiOB  the  salt  may  be  raked  up  in  large 
heaps;  a  natural  crust  ef  a  Rand's  breadib  la 
thickaesa  is  formed  at  this  season.  Tbis  pteee  is 
not  often  frequented,  on  account  of  the  daoMt 
from  the  Osage  lodiaas ;  much  less  dare  tbe  while 
hunters  venture  19  ascend  higher,  where  it  ia  gen- 
erally believed  thai  silver  is  to  be  found.  It  is  fut- 
ther  said,  that  hicb  up  the  Arbanns  river  salt  ia 
found  in  form  01  a  solid  rock,  .and  mav  be  dug 
oilt  with  tbe  ct«w-ba(.  The  waters  of  the  Ar- 
kansas, like  those  of'Red  river,  arc  not  potable 
during  tbe  dry  season,  being  both  charged  faighly 
with  a  reddish  earth  or  mould,  and  exttemolr 
brackisfa.  This  incoavenicnce  is  not  greatJv  Ml 
upon  the  ATkansaa,  where  springs  and  brooks  tf 
fresh  water  are  frequent;  the  Red  river  is  ondct- 
■lood  not  to  be  so  highly  favored.  Every  acooani 
seems  to  prove  that  immease  natural  magaziaet 
of  salt  must  exist  in  the  great  chain  of  looantaiias 
to  tbe  westward;  as  all  the  rivers  in  the  anniaec 
season,  which  flow  from  them,  are  strongly  im- 

Sregnated  with  that  mineral,  aad  are  oiUy  ren- 
ered  palatable  after  receiving  tbe  nnmerooa 
streams  of  freyh  water  which  join  them  in  tbeir 
course.  The  great  weetem  prairiea,  besidea  ibe 
herds  of  wild  cattle,  f  bison,  commonly  called  baf- 
falo,)  are  also  stookea  with  vast  Dumbers  of  wUd 
goat  (not  resembling  the  domeatic  goat)  extremdj 
swift  footed.  As  tne  description  given  of  this 
goat  is  not  perfect,  it  may  from  its  swJftncKi  prove 
to  be  the  antelope,  or  it  possibly  may  be  a  goat 
which  has  escaped  from  the  Spanish  settlements 
of  New  Mexico-  A  Canadian,  who  had  been 
much  with  the  Indians  lo  the  westward,  spaaki 
of  a  wool-beating  animal  larger  than  a  sbe^  tbe 
wool  much  mixed  with  hair,  which  be  Iwd  aoea 
in  large  flocks.  He  pretends  also  to  bave  aeen  a 
unicorn,  the  single  born  of  wbioh,  be  Myt,  ra*s 
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he  ha*  trBvelled  beyond  ihe  great  ^viding  ridef 
ao  far  as  to  have  seen  a  large  river  flowing  lo  tbi 
westward.  The  freal  diriding  mouniatn  i«  sc 
lofty  that  it  requires  two  days  to  ascend  from  the 
base  to  ill  lop ;  other  nngea  of  inferioi*  motintaiin 
lie  before  and  belnndil:  they  are  all  rocky  and 
Mndy.  Liarge  lakes  and  *s Hey s  lie  between  the 
moootaia*.  Some  of  the  lakes  n^  so  large  as  to 
eODlaiD  considerable  islstids;  and  rirers  flow  from 
somsof  them.  Oredl  numbers  of  fossil  bones,  of 
Tery  large  dimensioai,  are  seen  aniDng  the  monn- 
tains,  which  the  CBiradiaa  supposes  to  be  (b^  ele- 
phant. He  does  not  pretend  to  have  seenvny  of 
tbe  precious  meiala,  bni'has  swd  a  mineral  wHich 
he  supposes  might  yield  copfieT.  Prom  thetop  of 
the  high  monntatnib^Tiew  it  bounded  by  a  cbrTe 
as  upon  |he  ocean^  and  «x  lends  over  the  most  beau- 
tiful prairies,  whtih  seem  to  be  nnboaaded,  -par- 
ticularly toward*  the  east.  The  finest  of  the  landx 
hehasseenareon  the  Missouri  I  nooibeieatibem- 

Sire  in  richness  and  fertility  with  them^  This 
Hnidian,  as  well  as  Le  Fe* re,  speak  of  th'eOta- 
ges  of  ihe  tribe  of  Whitebatr*,  as  lawless  and  un- 
principled: ikd  the  other  Indian  tribm  hold- them 
IB  abhorreaee  ■*  abarbBroQs  tixt  tiMivilizad  race  r 
Mtd  the  diffemt  nntiona  who  hsai  in  their  neigh- 
borhood, hare  t^ir  eoneertintf  i^ns  for  tbeir-da- 
atructioD.  On  (he  morntng  of  (lie  llih,  the  panv 
pMsed  the  PetH  Beer  a  Fabri; :  The  oeier  which 
graws  en  the  beaehea  abo<r& '  is-not  seen  below 
opOD  this'  n-fwy  and  here  imj  began  te  meet 
with  the  amall  tree  called  "•hnnier"  which sroww 
only  on  the  water  aide,  and  is  met  with  all  the 
w«y  down  the  W«ahi(a.  Tha  htinda  of  33° 
40*  seems  Ihe  northern  bonndarf  of  tho  OM^  and 
the  Booihera  bopudsry  of  the  other  of  those  rege- 
tnbles. '  Hario^.  notlaed  the  limit  set  to  the  long 
noes,  (TelanJsiB,)  on  the  aoeent  of  the  ri*«r,  in 
Istf  lude  33°,  Mf .  Dunbar  made  inqnify.  tX  Mr.  Le 
Pevre,  a«  lo -it*  existence  on  tha  Arcansa  settle- 
ment which  is  known,  to  lie  in  about  the  saaH 
parallel ;  he  said,  that  its  growth  ii  limited!  about 
ten  miles'  south  of  the  tetilemeBt,  agd  that  ns  re- 
inarkabty.  as  if  a  lite  had  been  dnwn  east  and 
west  for  the  purpose ;  as  it  ecMsea  allnt  onoe,  and 
not  by  degree*.  Hence  ilappean,  that  natme  has 
OMikef)  wiih  a  dlsting nixing' feattre,  tiM  lia»  e»; 
Mblishvd  by  Congress,  between  thaOrlean*  and 
Louisiana  Territoriea:  The  otpress  i*  not  found 
SB  the  Washita  higher  than  thirtf-lbar  degraes 
of  north  latitude. 

In  asmeDdtoc  the  rirar,  they  fovAd  their  rMe  of 
going  to  eveeed  that  of  ihe'enrKnl  about  six  aiHes 
and  %  half  in  twetity-foor  hours;  and  thtt,  os  the 
13th,  they  had  passed  the  apex  «f  the  tide  or  ware, 
oceasioned  by  the  fr«A,  and  Were  dSKfending 
along  an -inclined  plane.  As  they  enoamped  at 
Dight,  they  finiid  tnemselresin  deeper  water  the 
next  morning,  and  on  a  more  eleraiied  part  of  the 
iaalined  plase  tban  they  had  been  in  the  preced- 
ing e*ening,  from  the  progress  af  the  apex  of  Ihe 
tide  difting  ihew  repose. 

At  noon,  on  the  16rh,  they  reached  the  poet  of 
tha  Waahiia. 


Mr.  DanbsT  being  anxious  to  retch  the  Nat- 
chez as  early  as  possible,  and  being  unable  to  pro- 
cure horses  at  tne  post,  took  a  canoe,  with  one 
soldier  and  bis  awn  domestic,  to  push  down  to 
the  Citahoolt,  from  whence,  to  Concord,  there  is 
a  road  of  thirty  miles  acfosi  the  low  ground*. 
He  set  off  early  on  the  muraing  of  th«  ^th,  and 
«t  nigbi  reached  the  settlement  of  an  old  hnoter, 
with  whom  he  bad  conversed  on  his  way  up  the 
rirer.  This  man  informed  him,  that  at  the  place 
called  the  Mine,  on  the  Little  Missouri,  there  is  a 
smoke  which  ascends  perpetually  from  a  partieu- 
far  place,  and  tli*t  the  vapor  is  ^meiime*  insup- 
portable. The  river,  or  a  branch  of  it,  passes  over 
a  bed  of'  mineral,  which,  from  the  deneription 
gii^en,  is,  no  doubt,  martial  pyrites.  In  a  creek, 
or  branch  of  the  Pourche  a'  Luke,*  there  is  found 
on  the  beaches  and  in  the  cliffs,  a  great  number  of 
globoiar  bodies;  ^ome  as  large,  or  lerger,  thin  a 
mao's  bead,  whkh.  when'  broken,  exbioit  the  ap- 
pearance of  ^olU,  silver,  and  precious -stones ;  most 
probably  pvritea  a,nd  chrysiallized  spai.  And  at 
the-  FourcAf  dee  Olaises  a'  Paul,  {higher  tip  Urn 
river  than  Foarehe  a'  Luke,)  near  the  river  there 
is  a  cliff  full  of  heisgonal  prisms,  terminated  bf 
pyrim  id*,  which  appear  to  ^row  out  cff  the  rock ; 
they  are  from  «ix  to  eight  inehe*  in  length,  and 
some-  of  them  are  ao  iach  in  diameter.  .  Thea<e 
are  btdsof  pyrites  found  in  several  small  creAa 
oommunieating  vrith  the  Washita,  fant  it  appean 
that  the  miaeiwl  indications  are  grMteai  on  the 
Little  MisBonri,  becauM^  as  before  noted,  some  «f 
the  buntere  actually  worked  on  them,  and  sent 
a  nareel  of  the  oreie  New  Orlems.  It  is  tbe 
befid*  bMC,  that  the  Bnoefal  eontaios  preotimt 
mqlal',  bat  that  tbe  Spaaish  QoreratfieDt  did  not 
ehoose  a  mtM  •bonid  be  opened  so  near  to  tbe 
&itlsh  tettlenenti.  An  expreas  prohibition  was 
i*tH«d  aninst  workinR  these  mines. 

At  this'place  Mr.  Dunbar  obtained  one  or  two 
slip«  of  the  ''bait  tParc,"  (bow  wood,  or  yellow 
wood,)  fmn  tbe  Mistanri.  The  fruit,  whieh  had 
faltbn  before  maturity,  lay  npon  thegronnd.  Some 
were  of  the  sise  a(  a  smalt  orange,  with  a  rind  foil 
of  taberclea ;  the  ccdor,  though  it  eppenred  Adad, 
stilt  MMined  a  resemfalanoe  to  pale  gold. 

The  t(«e  in  Us  native  soil,  When  Siden  with  tM 
golden  fruit,  (nearly  as  large  as  the  egg  of  an  os- 
trich,) pteicnt*  a  most  (piendid  appearance ;  ila 
foliage  ii  of  a  deep  green,  resembling  the  var- 
nisbedleaf  of  the  orange  tree,  aad,  upon  tbewb^^ 
no  firest  tree  aan  compare  with  it  in  omamentu 
f^rudeur.  Tbe  bark  of  the  yoaog  tree  rucmbten 
m  texinre  tha  dogwood  bark;  the  appearance  (tf 
the  wood 'reeommeads  it  for  trial  aa  an  ariiA 
which  may  yield  a  yellow  dye.  It  is  deciduous; 
the  branches  are  namerons,  and  full  of  short 
thorns  or  prickles,  which  seem  to  point  it  out  as 

Esper  for  hedge*  or  live  fences.  This  tree  m 
own  to  exist  near  the  Nakitosh  (perhaps  in  lati- 
tude 3S^.)  and  upon  tbe  river  Arcansa,  high  tw 
(perhaps'  in  latitude  36° ;)  it  is  therefore  probaMe 
mat  it  may  thrive  fron  latitude  38°  to  40°  and 
will  be  a  great  aeqniaition to  the  United  State*  if 

•  nrae  Itainss  above  raVs  Casap. 
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it  ptmeis  no  other  merit  tbaa  llut  of  being  oma- 
mental. 

Id  descendiag  the  tiTei,  both  Mr.  Duttbar  and 
Dr.  HoQier  eearched  for  the  place  mid  to  yield 

fypaum,  OT  plaster  of  FariB,  but  failed.  The 
>rmer  geoiiemaD  states,  tbat  he  bas  no  doubi  of 
its  existence,  harjng  noted  two  placei  where  it 
has  been  found ;  one  of  which  is  the  first  hill,  or 
high  land  which  touches  the  riTcr  on  the  west, 
above  the  Iwyau  Calumet,  and  the  other  is  the 
second  high  land  on  the  same  side.  As  thete  are 
two  poiniB  of  thesame  coatinued  ridge,  it  is  prob- 
•ble  that  an  immense  body  of  gypsum  will  he 
fonnd  in  the  bowels  of  tlie  hills  wnare  tbey  meet, 
and  perhaps  extetiding  fat  beyond  them. 

On  the  evening  of  the  22d  Mr.  Duobar  atri- 
ved  at  the  Caiahoola,  whete  a  FrenelimMa  of  the 


Washita  forks,  one  branch  of  it  leading  to  the  set' 
tlemeot  on  Red  river,  and  tjie  other  up  tp  the  po«t 
on  the  Washita.  The  proprietor  of  ibis  place  has 
been  a  hunter  and  a  great  traveller  iip  the  Wash- 
ita and  into  the  western  country  tne  confirms 
generally  (he  accounts  received  from  otbefa.  It 
appears,  from  what  they  say,  that  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  the  hot  springs  but  hiffher  U[^  among 
the  monnlaiBs,  and  upon  ifae  I,iiiire  Missouri,  du- 
ring the  summer  season,  eiploaions  are  very  fre- 
quently heard^ proceeding  from  rraim  iba  grbnnd : 
and  not  rncly  a  curioiu  phenomenon  u  seen, 
whieh  is  termed  the  blowing  of  the  monoUins ; 
it  is  confined  elastic  gas  forcing  a  Miss«ge  through 
the  side  or  top  of  a  nill,  driving  before  it  a^reat 

Siantity  of  earth  and  mineial  matter..'  During 
e  winter  season  the  explosions  and  blowing  of 

"■" untains  entirely  ceases,  from  whence,  we 

iclude,  that  the  cause  is  comparatively  su- 

1    !._;__  1. 1..  into. action  by  the  in- 

e  direct  rays  of  the  snm- 

The  coofluenee  of  the  Wuhtu,  Catahoola,  and 
Tenza,  is  an  interesting  place.  The  last  of  these 
communicates  w/th  the  Mississippi  low  Janib,  by 
the  intervention  of  other  creeks  and. lakes,  and  by 
one  in  particular,  called  "Bayand'ArgenV*  which 
empties  into  the  Mississippi,  about  fourtfeniniles 
above  Natchez.  During  high  water  there  is  a 
navigBtioD  for  batteaui  of  any  burden  aloog  the 
bayau.  A  large  lake,  called  8l  John's  lake,  oc- 
evpies  a  considerable  part  of  the  passsi^  between 
the  Mississippi  and  the  Tenza;  it  istoiborse- 
sboe  forin^  and  has,  at  some  former  peritid,  been 
the  bed  of  the  Missisaippi ;  the  nearest  part  of  it' 
is  about  one  mite  removed  from  the  river  at  the 
pceseni time.  ThiB]ake,pasEessbgelevatedbanks, 
aimilai  to  those  of  the  river,  has  been  lately  oc- 
cupied and  improved.  The  Catshoola  bayau  is 
the  third  navigable  stream :  during  the  time  of 
the  inundation  there  is  an  excellent  commmuni- 
caiion  by  the  lake  of  that  name,  and  from  thence. 
by  targe  creeks,  to  Red  river.  The  coootrj 
around  the  point  of  nnion  of  these  three  rivers.is 


the  poiD 
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in  popnlalioB  and  riches,  this  place  will  beeome 
the  site  of  a  Gommeteisl  intaad  town,  which  will 
keep  )>ace  with  the  progress  and  prosperity  of  the 
country.  One  of  the  Indian  roouats  here  i»  of  a 
caiwiderahle  elevation,  niih  a  species  of  rampart 
surrounding  a  large  space,  whieh  was,  no  doubt, 
the  position  of  a  fortified  town. 

While  here,  Mr.  Dunbar  met  with  an  Ameri- 
can .who  pretended  to  have  been  up  the  Arkann* 
river  three  hijDdred  leagues.  The  navigation  ef 
this  river,  he  says,  is  good  to  that  diaunee  fat 
boats  drawing  -three  or  four  feet  water.     Impli- 


cit faiib,  perhaps,  ought  not  to  be  given  to 
ipecilqg  the  quaniity  of  silver  he  p 
cirilecied' there.    He  says  he  has  fonnd 
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silver  on  the  Washita,  thirty  leagues  above  the 
hot  apringa,  so  rich  that  three  p6unds  f^  it  yield- 
ed o|ie  pound  'of  -silvefg.and  that  this  was  fonnd 
iu  a  care.  He  asserts,  also,  that  the  ore  of  the 
mine  upon  the  Little  Missouri  was  carried  to 
Eentacky  by  apersenof  the  name  of  Boon,  where 
it  wa4  found  to  yield  laigely  in  silver.  This  man 
■ays  he  has  been  up  the  Red  river  likewne,  and 
thtit  there  is  a  great  rapid  jutt  below  ihe  rait,  or 
naiQial  bridge,  and  sevnal  others  above  it;  that 
the  Caddo  nation  is  about  fifty  leagues  above  the 
raft,  and  neat  to  their  village  eonuncncei  the 
country  of  the  great  prairies,  wtxich  extend  fooi 
oi  five  hnndrecT  miles  to  the  west  of  the  sand 
mon^tpins,!  as  they  are  termed.  These  gnat 
plains' reaehfarbeyondthe  Red  river  to  ihesonlk 
and  northward  over  -the  Arkansas  river,  and 
aniMg:  the  oumarous  branches  of  the  Uiaaooh. 
He  eonfirtns  the  account  of  thaboantyand  fcriil- 
.ity  of  the  Western  country. 

-On  Ihe  morning  of  the  25[b,  Ur.  Donhar  act  ou, 
on  horseback,'  from  (he  Catahoola  to  Natehtx. 
The  rain  which  had  lallen  on  the  preceding  days 
rendered  the  roads  wet  and  muddy,  and  it  was 
two 'in  the  aflernoon  before  he  reached  the  Bayan 
Crocodile,  which  ia  considered  half  veay  betweo 
the  Black  liver  and  the  Missisaippi.  It  is  one  of 
the  namerovtS' creeks  in  the  low  grounds  which 
assist  in  venting  ll)e  waters  of  the  inandatiaM. 
On  the  inarginsof  Ihe  water  eonrws  the  Undsaic 
highest,  and  product  canes  i  they  fall  off,  in  the 
»ar,  into  eyprew  swamps  and  lake*.  The  waieis 
of  the  Mississippi  were  tiring,  and  it  was  with 
some  difficulty  that  they  reached  a  house  near 
Concord  that  evening.    Thi»  settlement  -was  be- 

Sin  sinte  the  cession  of  Leairiana  to  the  Untied 
tatea,  by  eitizens  of  the  Mississippi  Tariurf, 
who  have  established  their  >eBidence  altogether 
upon  nswly  acqaired  lands,  taken  up  Under  iKe 
anihority  oi.ttte.Spaoish  cDmaiandant,aad  b&«c 
gone  toi  the  vipense  of  improvement  cither  in  the 
names  of  themselves  or  others,  before  the  20th 
of  December,  1803,  hoping  thereby  to  hold  their 
new  possessions  Under  the  lanction  of  the  law. 

SUclnsive  of  the  few  actual  ceudenu  on  the 
banks  of  the  Mississippi,  there  are  two  handaotac 
lakes  in  the  interior,  on  the  banks  of  which  siia- 
ilar  settlements  have  been  made.  He  erossed  ai 
the  ferry,  and  at  midday  of  the  S6th  readied  bis 
own  honae. 

Dr.  Hnnier  and  the  remainder  of  the  party  foL- 
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lowed  Mr.  Dunbar  down  the  Washita,  with  the 
boat  ID  which  ihey  ascended  the  river,  and,  as- 
cending the  MiMiMippi,  rrached  St.  Catharine's 
landing  on  the  morDing  of  the  31st  January,  1806. 


CbUHHOR  Romet  of  tome  of  the  freet,  skmbtj  and 
plantafgrwDinginiheVKimlyoflhe  WatAtta. 
Three  kinds  of  white  oak,  four  kinds  of  red  oak, 
UacJi  nab,  three  kinds  of  hickorf ,  one  of  which 
bas  an  oblong  nut,  white  and  ^ood,  chinqnepin, 
three  kinds  of  asli,  one  of  which  is  the  pricktv, 
three  kinds  of  elm,  two  kinds  of  maple,  two  kinas . 
of  pine,  red  cedar,  sweet  gum,  black  ^um,  linden, 
two  kinds  of  iroawood.Erowiog  on  high  and  low 
lands,  sycamore,  box  elder,  hollv,  sweei  bay,  lau- 
>el,  magDolia  accuminala,  btacc  walnut,  filbert, 
buckeye,  dogwood,  three  kinds  of  lociut,  the  three 
tborned  ana  honey  locust,  bazle,  beech,  wild 
t^um,  the  fruit  red,  but  not  good,  bois  d'arc,  (bow 
wood,)  called  also  bois  jaude,  (yellow  wood,) 
a  famoas  yellow  dye,  three  kinds  of  hawthorn, 
with  berries,  red,  scarlet,  and  black,  lote  tree,  for 
Indian  atrows,  Mis  de  carbane,  a  small  growth, 


and  proper  for  boons,  two  kinds  of  osier,  myrtle 
tooih  ache  tree,  ana  mHgDolia. 

A  Tine,  bearing  larse.  good  black  grapes  in 
bunches,  black  grap«,  Lill  giape,  yellow  grape, 
muscadine,  or  fox  grajie,  and  a  Tariety  of  other 
yines.  The  saw  briar,  single  rose  briar,  and  china 
root  briar,'wild  gooseberry,  with  a  dark  red  fruit, 
three  kinds  of  whortle  berry,  wild  pomegranate^ 
passion  flower,  two  sorts  of  sumach,  winter's  ber- 
ry, winter's  green,  and  a  small  red  faiioaceons 
berry  like  a  haw,  on  a  plant  one  inch  high,  which 
grows  under  the  snow,  and  is  eaten  by  the  Indians, 
the  aitk  plant,  wild  en  dire,  wild  olive,  pink  root, 
snake  root,  wild  mint  of  three  kinds,  coloquinti- 
da,  (bitter  apple.)  growing  along  the  river  side, 
clover,  sheens'  clover,  life  everlasting,  wild  liquor- 
ice, mary  gold,  mistletoe,  thistle,  wild  hemp,  bul- 
rush, diliany,  white  aod  red  poppy,  yellow  jessa- 
mine, poke,  fern,  capiilaire,  honeysuckle,  mosses, 
petn  to  make  ropes  with,  wormwood,  hops,  ipe- 
cacuanha, persicaria,  Indian  tnraip,  wild  carroL 
wild  oikian,  ginger,  wild  cabbage,  and  bastard 
indigo. 
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rEEB  OF  orncEBS  or  state  courts. 

(Commiiiiieat«d  to  tha  8«tute,  DeMmbM  SSIh,  IBD7.] 
December  S6,  1807. 

8ib;  to  obedienee  toareMluiion  of  ibe  Senate 
1^  the  6ih  dajr  of  Febtutrjr  la*t.  I  have  ibe  honor 
to  enclose  tables  of  fen  sod  corapenMiioD  paid  in 
all  the  Stairs  compoaing  tbe  Union,  exeepi*  Vir- 
ginia and  Keotuckr,  from  which  1  dailjr  expect 
to  teceiTe  Ibem.  As  mod  u  they  are  traa^miiled, 
Ihey  ihall  be  laid  before  the  Senate. 

I  have  the  honor  ' 


o  be  rom,  verv  Ten)ecrfull]r, 
C.  A.  RODNEr. 


STATE  OF  NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

Aftoroeja'  'Feet. — There  ihall  be  allowed  in 
Vfttj  bill  of  coit  (axed  for  thejilainliffio  ibe  court 
of  common  pleai.  the  case  orieioatin^t  there,  81  3^  j 
fbr  the  writ,  including  the  declaration  and  aitnr- 
BB^'b  fee*,  and  to  the  dcfeiidaQI  recorering  cost 
in  uid  court,  and  the  party,  whether  plaintiff  or 
defendant,  teeoTering  costs  on  an  appeal  from  a 
justice  of  the  peace,  ibers  afaall  be  used  SI  10  for 
Bttomejp'i  fees;  for  the  party  recoTeriag  a  bill  of 
cost  Bt  tha  superior  court,  f(»  attorney's  fees,  $2; 
for  erery  eomplaini  entered  at  the  superior  court, 
including  drawing  the  eomplaint,  91  34;  attor- 
ney's fee  for  drawing  a  writ,  triable  before  a  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  50  cents;  allorney't  fee  for  plead- 
ing for  a  defeDdant  before  a  justice  of  the  peace, 
SO  cents;  drawinga  complaint  for diicominuBoce 
of  an  action  before  a  justice  of  ibe  peace,  50  cents. 

Fees  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas.— For  every  action,  petition,  or  complaint, 
entered  in  the  court  of  common  pleas,  the  clerk 
thereof  shall  receive  60  cents  in  full,  far  entry, 
Terdiet,  nonsuit,  or  default,  judgment  recording 
and  every  service  relative  to  such  action,  peiilion, 
or  complaint,  for  which  no  fees  are  otherwise  par- 
ticularly prescribed  by  this  act,  tbe  said  clerk  pay- 
ing tbcresut  the  crier  and  sheriff's  fee* ;  for  de- 
ftult  or  DOQsuii,  said  sum.  together  with  90  cents 
to  the  justices,  to  be  paid  at  the  time  of  entry ; 
for  a  Uank  writ  and  summons,  10  cents ;  for  a 
writ  of  protection,  12}  cents  ;  for  each  execution, 
IT  cents;  for  entering  satisfaction  for  a  judgment, 
6cenu;  for  entering  a  continuance,  13)  cenu; 
for  each  wnJre  to  -be  paid  out  of  the  county  trea- 
aury,  4  cents ;  for  every  writ  of  pofseision,  25 
cents ;  for  each  writ  of  subpana,  10  cents. 

Fees  of  tbe  Clerk  of  the  Superior  Court.— For 
the  entry  of  every  action  on  petition,  67  cents ; 
for  entry  of  a  complaint  for  not  prosecuting  an 
appeal,  3i  cents;  for  entering  a  judgmei^,  and 
recording  it  at  large,  3i  cents;  for  a  writ  of  re- 
view, 50  cents ;  forawrit  of*ctre.^ictat,60cents; 
for  a  writ  of  execution,  25  cenu ;  for  a  writ  of 
posseaaion,  58  cents;  for  a  writ  of  habeat  corput, 
34  cents;  for  entering  an  appearance,  at  the  re- 

Jiaest  of  any  party,  10  cents ;  for  entering  a  satis- 
aetion  of  a  judgment  on  record,  IS)  cenla;  for 


kaiiBBittai  (0  tlw  SenMB. 
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:enlsi  for  filing  papeii, 
'tifyiug  theproof  of  >  deedin 
court,  IT  cents ;  for  each  venire  on  certificate  of 
the  justices  of  the  superior  court,  4  cents,  to  be 
psidout  of  the  county  treasury ;  for  a  subpceDB,  17 
cents,  for  every  recognisance,  17  cents;  for  every 
writ  of  protection,  17  cents;  for  discharging  a  re- 
cognisauce,  17  cents. 

Sheriff's  Fee*. — For  the  service  of  a  wriioTsoia- 
mons,  or  acirtjaciat,  either  by  reading  it  to  the 
defendant,  or  leaving  a  copy,  33  cents  for  each 
defendant ;  for  theKrviceofa  writ  of  attachment, 
with  or  without  summons,  23  cents  for  each  dft- 
fendant ;  for  a  bail  bond,  to  be  paid  by  the  penoa 
bailed,  17  cents;  for  the  service  of  a  writ  of  poa- 
tession,  the  tame  as  for  the  service  of  the  original 
writ  on  which  it  was  obtained,  with  poundage  tar 
the  costs,  as  in  personal  actioni ;  for  levying  exe- 
cutions in  personal  actions  and  extents,  2)  cents 
on  the  dollar  for  the  first  fifty  dollars,  3  ceais  oa 
(he  dollar  for  the  second  fifty  dollars  I  cent  oa 
the  doUtr  for  all  sums  from  one  buodred  doUaia 
lo  three  hundred  dollars ;  for  all  snini  above  ibiee 
hundred  dollari,  a  half  cent  on  each  doOai;  tha 
poundage  on  extents  to  be  taken  in  the  muim  pa- 
per, bills,  notes,  orders  or  certificate*  as  tk«  tama 
extents  issued  for ;  for  travel,  for  the  service  <tf 
each  writ,  execution,  or  extent,  3  cents  per  milei 
the  travel  to  becomputed  from  the  place  of  service 
to  the«£ce.  or  court,  place,  to  which  the  writ  it 
returnable,  by  tbe  way  most  commonly  used ;  and 
where  there  are  several  persons  in  the  tame  writ, 
execution,  or  extent,  upon  whom  it  i*  served,  the 
travel  shall  be  computed  from  ih^  remotest orihein, 
and  no  mora  to  be  allowed  for  travd  than  if  it 
were  served  on  tbe  remotest  percon  aforesaid : 
that  no  more  than  fifty  miles'  travel  shall  be  al- 
lowed tbe  sheri^  or  other  officer,  serving  any  writ, 
execution,  or  extent,  in  anv  case ;  the  travelling 
fees  and  fees  of  serviea  oa  ijm  writ  in  mesne  pro- 
cess, and  no  more'  shall  be  allowed,  in  any  case^ 
than  is  to  endofsed  ;  and  also  the  fees  for  servica, 
poundage,  and  travel  on  execution*  and  eztenta 
shall  be  particularly  set  down  and  expressed  ibara- 
on  ;  for  summoning  wiloessea,  IT  cents  each;  foi 
serving  a  writ  of  execution  for  parlitian  ctf  real 
estate,  on  a  judgment  of  conrt,  83  cents  pcf  day; 
and  for  travel  and  expenses.  4j  cents  per  mile; 
for  every  trial,  11  cents  to  be  paid,  with  jurors' 
fees ;  for  every  default,  6  cents ;  for  attending  the 
grand  jury,  31  cents  per  day ;  for  atteodiM  the 
petit  jury,  IS)  cents  vtch  case,  to  be  paid  with  tha 

Crors'  fees ;  tor  dispersing  oenires,  4  cents,  each  to 
paid  out  of  the  county  treasury ;  for  ditperslog 
proclamaliona,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  cooaty  tzea^ 
Mtry,  4  cents  each. 

Coroners'  Fees,— For  serving  writs  the  sams  fc« 
for  travel  and  service  as  to  the  sheriff;  for  evety 
trial  where  the  sheriff  is  concerned,  11  cents,  to 
be  paid  with  the  jury's  fees ;  for  taking  an  Inqm- 
sition.Sl  50;  to  the  foreman  of  the  jnrySOcentt; 
and  other  jurors  42  cents  per  day,  and  SO  cents 
for  every  ten  mile*'  travel;  to  the  constable,  hi* 
expenses  in  summoning  the  jury  of  ioqaeat  and 
attendance,  67  cents  per  day :  all  fees  attendt^ 
inquisition  on  the  death  of  any  pertoit  sliaU  M 
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paid  oot  afiheutateof  tbedeeeiaed,Bnd,  in  wint 
thereof,  bf  the  county  treuuter ;  tbe'saine  being 
■djuslM  and  ftlloved  by  ihe  eonn  of  eoninoD 
{Jeaa. 

Qrand  Jurors'  Fees. — To  the  nand  jurors,  67 
ceutB  per  Avf,  to  be  paid  out  of  ibe  coaotr  treae- 
nry,  and  4  cents  per  mite  for  tbeir  tram  to  and 

Petit  Jurors'  Pees. — To  the  foremao  ia  etery 
cause  at  the  superior  court,  50  cents;  each  other 
juror,  40  cents;  andat  (hecoariof  eommoD  i^eas, 
10  ibe  foreman,  in  each  causef45  cents  j  and  to 
each  other  juror,  40-  cents;  and  each  petit  juror 
atteading  cither  of  (be  courts  aforesaid,  shall  be 
paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  the  eoiiDty  where  said 
eonrt  Is  holdea,  6  ccDts  per  mile  for  his  tt&vet  to 
and  from  court. 

Witpesses'  Fees. — The  vitDessea  before  any 
justice  of  tbe  peace,  or  at  iaj  of  the  eotuts  afore- 
said, shall  be  allowed  for  each  day's  attendance, 
40  cents ;  and  for  e»ery  ten  miles*  travel,  out  and 
in,  40  cents ;  a  ferry  or  loll-hrfdgB  to  be  reclone'd 
as  three  mile^  iraTd ;  and  in  the  same  proport ion 
for  a  less  number  of  mile*. 

By  another  statute,  making  compensation  to 
grand  and  petit  jurors,  it  ii  enacted^  that  each 
petit  juror  who  sdhII  attend  the  superior  court  of 
judicature,  and  each  petit  juror  who  Eball  attend 


Attorney  Oeneral's  Fees.— In  a  criminal  cauaa 
where  one  or  more  defendants  are  tried  by  the 
jury  at  the  same  time  in  the  supreme  judicial 
court,  or  wbet«  the  cause  is  deieimiaed  by  an 
issue  in  law,  for  the  attorney  genenil,  or  person 
attending  for  the  commonwealth,  ^  50;  and  if 
there  be  no  trial  bjr  the  jury,  aud  the  cause  be  not 
determined  by  an  issue  in  law,  #1  S5 ;  and  in  all 
othfT  causes  in  the  coon  of  general  sessiom  of 
the  peace,  %\  25;  drawing  an  indictment  in  the 
supreme  judicial  conrt,  91  35 ;  same  in  the  gene- 
ral sessions  of  the  peace,  |1  25. 

Fees  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Common  PleM.— For 
the  entry  of  an  aetion,  including  the  taxing  lh« 
bill  of  coats  and  filing  the  papers,  50  cents;  en- 
tering aadrecordingkTerdiclor'repott  of  referee^ 
13  cents;  erery  aotion  withdrawn  or  nonsuit  B 
cents ;  eonfeaaieg  judgment  or  default,  or'joinder 
in  demurrer,  10  cents;  entering  up  judgmentand 
recording  the  same  at  large,  when  no  issue  is 

Sined,  W  cents ;  and  where  an  issue  of  law  or 
Bt  is  .joined,  40  cents;  acknowledging  satisfao- 
tion  of  a  judgment  on  the  record,  8  cents  ;  enter- 
ing an  appearand  reci^nisiog  principal  and  surety, 
15  cents;  continuance  of  each  cause.  13  cenle; 


the 


of  conunon  pleas,  in  the  several  eoun- 
in  this  Slate,  be  allowed  $1  per  day  for  each 


day's  attendance  at  snch  courts,  to  be  paid  to- 
gether with  his  travelUog  fe^,  as  by  the  law,  al- 
lowed out  of  the  treasury  of  the  county  wheie  he 
may  attend  ;  and  such  fees  for  attendance  shall 
be  in  lien  of  the  fees  received  for  trials  by  causes; 
that  the  fees  now  allowed  by  law  to  petit  jurors, 
for  trials  of  causes,  shall  be  paid  to  the  clerks  of 
the  respectire  courts,  who  shall  pay  over  Ibe  same 
to  the  treasurer  of  the  county  where  KUch  trials 
■re  had. 

That  the  same  compensation' shall  be  allowed 
to  grand  jurors  ai  by  this  act  is  allowed  to  petit 
jurors,  for  travel  and  attendance. 

That  each  talesman  empannelled  at'eiiherof 
the  conrts  aforesaid  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  60 
cents  fur  the  trial  of  each  action,  for  which  he 
mar  be  em panOeUed,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury 
of  the  county  where  such  trial  may  be  had. 

STATE  OF  KASeACHUSETTS. 


a  asl  of  the  LasUstura  pBSi 
J,  17H,  and  (bainB  tanpo- 
my)  ecatinaed  by  anothar  act  pswcd  m  May,  ITOfl. 


1  the  18th  of  Fafaraary,  17H,  ■ 


Attorney's  Fees,  under'  the  head  of  "  allowance 
to  pnties  and  witnesses."— The  parties  recoveHog 
coats,  for  an  attorney  in  all  caoset  where  an  issue 
in  law  or  bet  is  joined  in  the  supreme  judicial 
court,  $3  50;  and  in  all'  other  causes  in  said 
conrt,  91  25 ;  and  in  all  causes  in  the  eoum  of 
eommon  pleas  aq^  courts  of  general  sessions  of 
the  peace,  where  an  issae  in  law  or  fact  ia  joined, 
91  50 ;  and  ia  aU  other  cauaea  in  said  court,  01 ; 
for  Ike  deckntioD  in  weh  writ,  SO  ctua. 


enterinff  the  surrender  of  a  principal  into  court, 
and  making  record  thereof,  15  cents;  entering  a 
petition  and  order  thereon  for  the  partition  or  uile 
of  real  estate,  30  cents;  and  recording  such  peti- 
tion or  nder  at  the  rate  of  13  cents  a  page ;  en- 
tering a  rule  of  court  upon  the  parties  submitting 
the  cause  to  referees,  15  cents  ;  proring  a  deed  in 
court,  and  certifying  the  same,  20  cents;  every 
blankwritof  attachment  with  summons,  15  cents; 


15e( 


original,  or  alias  writs  oT  execution  in  persoou 
maitera,  and  filing  the  same  when  returned,  35 
cents ;  vrii  of  possession  in  real  ^ciions,  40  cents; 
writ  <if  protection  or  habeai  carptu,  25  cents; 
subpoeoa  for  one  or  more  witnesses,  10  centt; 
dtuxt  UcuDi,  25  eenls ;  each  venire/aciai  for  ^nty- 
men,  6  cents;  opening  and  filing  a  deposition,  6 

Clerk  of  the  (^neral  Sesaions  of  the  Peaces- 
Entering  an  indictlnent,  presentment,  complaint, 
or  information,  including  the  recording  of  judg- 
ment -therein,  examining  and  casting  the  bill  of 
costs  and  filing  the  papers,  66  cents;  disohargion 
recogaisance,  lOcena;  wanaaffor  actiminu.20 
cents;  sabposna  for  one  or  mote  witnesses,  10 

Clerk  of  3«sions. — Bach  recogoisaoce  for  an 
inn-holtter  or  letatler,  dbc,  and  recording  license. 


15  c( 


aceoant  yearly,  and  wder  Ibereon,  'i 
amining  any  other  account,  8  cents;  recording 
reports  of  highways  and  other  matters  by  order  oT 
the  aonrt,  12  cents  per  page;  copies  of  all  papers 
of  record*,  12  cents  a  page;  entering  ao  appeal 
and  reeognising  priocipal  and  sureties,  20  cent* ; 
keeping  an  account  oP  yearly  attendance  of  the 
justices  of  lbs  court  of  the  general  sessiona,  each 
term  75  eenls. 

Clerk  of  the  Supreme  Jtidieial  Conit>— Eottr 
of  eaeh  aclioD  for  trial,  70  cents ;  eatry  of  each 
eompUini,  35  oeau  {  Kceiving  uul  tMording  nr> 
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dicr,  40  ceDU ;  writ  of  review,  70  eentt 

*eot  facial,  40  cenli;  or JginaL  writ  of  e: 

includiag  laiing  of  coiu,  and  fiiing  the  papen, 
66  ceois ;  alias  writ  of  ezecuiioQ,  35  eenu;  alias 
writ  of  A«6«ri/a<na«jKMManoRem,50cniii;  writ 
of  haieat  eorpua,  40  cents;  eopiei  of  all  papera 
oontaining  lesi  Itian  one  page,  10  ceot* ;  of  all 
papers  contaiaiag  more  than  a  page,  at  tbe  taie 
of  lSceateapaaeienteruigaruleDfcouti,15cea{«i 
eoDfeuiog  ja^meoi  or  defaolt,  20  eeota ;  eater- 
ios  an  appearanoe,  10  cents  ;  acknowledging  Mt- 
islaciion  of  a  judgment  od  record,  13  ceau ;  «oii- 
dauing  each  cause,  and  enterias  the  same  next 
term,  20  ceali ;  profijig  a  deed  of 
lifying,  20  eeatt;  eotering  up  a  judgment  and  rfr- 
cording  the  mom  at  lar^  in  c**e«  Where  judg' 
meat  is  rendered  on  verdict,  demurrer,  or  slate  of 
facts,  60  cents  ;  and  in  all  other  cases,  30  cents ; 
every  aetion  wlifadrawn  or  nonsuit,  20  cents; 
original  writ  of  possession,  inchidiog  taxing,  costs, 
and  filing  papers,  80  cents ;  for  each  venire  faeitu 
for  judgment,  6  cents;  crerf  writ  and  se^l  other 
than  before  mentioned,  40  cents ;  subpoMia  for  do< 
or  more  witnesses,  10  cents;  recognisance,  io' 
dading  principal  and  sureties,  20  cents;  record- 
ing judgment  in. every  criminal  case,  40 .cent*, 
writ  of  jirotectioD,  20  ceols;  entering  disc  barge 
at  recognisance  by  proclamation,  15  cents ;  open- 
ins  and  filing  a  deposition,  10  cents. 

Bheriffs  and  ConsiaUes'  Fees. — SerTiee  of  an 
original  summons,  30  cents ;  and  if  on  more  than 
one  defendant,  then  3Q  cents  for  each  ;  service  of 
copto*  or  attachment  for  each  defendant, 30  cents; 
for  spesial  service  of  the  same,  at  the  reqnest  of 
Iheptaiittiff,  60  cents  for  eaehdefeadafitoa  whom 
(uco  service  is  made ;  for  each  copy  left  accord- 
ing to  law,  in  order  to  complete  a  service,  or  a 
copy  or  precept  upon  denuad  thereof,  at  the  rate 
of  12  cents  a  pane ;  for  a  bail  hood  and  Writing 
the  same,  including  principaJ  and  soretias,  20 
eents;  serving  a  writ  of  pinsession,  exclusive  of 
fees  for  collection  of  cOots,  ^1  10 ;  .if  oa  nore  than 
one  piece  of  land,  75  cents  for  each  piece  of  land 
after  the  first ;  fees  for  collecting  costs  on  a  writ 
of  possession,  the  same  as  on  executions  in  per- 
sonal actions ;  serving  a  warrant,  30  cents ;  sher* 
ififs  aid  in  crininil  cases  to  each  personfor  every 
twelve  hours'  attendance, inohidiog  expenses, Sli 
and  to  in  pr<^)ortioii  for  a  greater  or  IcssHime,  and 
4  centa'  for  each  nile^  travel  going  otu  and  »- 
turnine  hotne^  summoning  witnesses  io  criminal 
oases,  10  cents  for  each  witness,  and  travel  as  in 
civil  eases,  unless  ia  special  Cases,  wbcn  the  oonrt 
ntay  increase  ibe  iee  to  what  iMy  nay  judge 
nasonahle ;  for  allending  Ibe  court  and  keeping 
the  prisoner  in  criminal  cases,  76  cents  for  every 
twave  boars,  and  so  in  proportion  for  a  greater  or 
less  time;  levying  execution  in  personal  aetions, 
for  tbefirst  one  hundred  dullari,  4  cents ;  for  every 
dollar  above- that,  and  not  exceeding  two  hundred 
dollars,  2  cents  for  every  dollar;  and  for  all  above 
two  hundred  dollas,  1  cent  for  every  dollar ;  travel 
foi  the  services  of  such  executions,  aa^  also  of 
mesne  processes  or  warrants  to'  him  directed.  4 
oenfs  a  mile,  the  travel  lo  be  comp«ted  from  tne 
place  of  Mrvice  to  tha  ooiut  or  place  of  retuta  by 


the  usual  way  J  only  one  travel  to  be  allowed  f<* 
me  writ  of  execation  or  warraot,  and  if  the  hum 
be  served  on  more  than  one  person,  then  the  travel 
shall  be  computed  from  that  place  of  service  wbiek 
mav  be  most  rentote  from  the  place  of  lefain, 
wiin  all  /urtbet  neeewary  travel  in  serving  such 
execution,  writ,  or  warrant.  But  if  the  travel 
from  the  place  of  serric*  to  the  place  of  ratwa  be 
more  than  fifty  miles,  then  only  1  cent  per  mile 
shall  b«  allowed  for  all  travel  exceeding  thu  dis- 
tance ;  serving  an  execution  npoo  a  jtu^caeai  of 
court  for  partition  of  real  eatate,  or  assigning  of 
dower,  $1  a  day,  and  4  cents  ■  mile  out  tnm  the 
place  of  his  abodet  every  trial  in  a  court  of  rco- 
ord,15oentsj  every defiult, 8 cents;  lolbeofficst 
attending  the  grand  jury,  for  each  day's  attend 
aDce,76  eeots;  altending  the  petit  jurv,  for  evwj 
cause,  to  be  paid  with  the  jury  fee%  25  cents;  for 
disperaiag  wnire*  for  jurymen,  treasurer's  war- 
rants, andproclamalions  of  all  kinds,  8  cents  each; 
for  returning  the  eeriificatcs  of  votes  of  the  sev- 
eral towns  for  governor  and'  various  other  officers, 
to  the  secretary's  c^Gce,  B  cents  a  mile,compatine 
from  the  place  of  his  abode  to  the  said  ofiee,  and 
bnt  one  travel  to  be  allowed  for  the  whole ;  for 
every  deputy  sheriff  or  constable  wboshall  attend 
the  su[veme  judicial  coori  or  court  of  geneni 
sessions  of  the  peace  or  common  pleas  by  Ueii 
order,  75  cents  a  day ;  and,  for  the  eocooragc* 
meni  of  the  sheriff  to  take  all  possible  care  fot 
'the  safe-keeping  of  prisoners,  &«.,  iie  shall  have 
such  salary  allowed  biok.  ^s  the  justices  of  the 
general  sessions  of  the  peace  within  ibe  ame 
copuiy  shall  order,  not  exceeding  forty  dollan  a 

Sear  for  the  county  of  Suffolk,  nor  twenty-five 
olUrs  a  year  for  any  of  the  other  counties. 
Coroner's  Pees. — For  serving  a  writ,  sommoni, 
or  ezeiiuiion,  and  collecling  the  moneys  due  iheifr- 
on,  and  for  travel  in  returning  precepts  and  inqni- 
silions,  iht-same  allowance  as  is  before  mentioned 
for  sheriffs  for  similar  services;  for  a  bail  boiu^ 
25  cents;  for  every  trial  where  the  shieriff  is  con* 
cerned,  25  cents,  and  the  same  fot  atieadiog  the 
jury  ihareia ;  graotics  a  warrant,  and  taki^  an 
inquisition  on  a  dead  Dody,  gl ;  if  more  than  one 
at  the  saiAe  time,  and  who  came  to  their  death  by 
the  same  meaas,  20  cents  for  each  one  after  thie 
first;  irarel,  and  expense  for  taking  an  inquisition, 
^1  a  day;  to  each  of  the  jitrymen  for  their  travel, 
if  above  four  miles  out,  3  cents  B  mile  each  way, 
and  for  their  SMViees,  76  cents  per  day,  laclading 
time  and  expaiwea ;  the  oonstaUe,  for  hi*  attaaif 


at  each  of  the  oonrts,  90  oenis  a  day  for  theiv  mt- 
taodaacc,  and  4  eeBts,a  milo  Cor  their  navel  out 
and  home ;  and  there  shall  be  paid  to  the  deck  of 
each  of  the  aforeucntioted  courts  (6  for  tbe  trial 
□f  each  civil  action,  for  the  use  of  theconniy. 

Witneves'  Fees,— To  witnesses  in  civil  or  en- 
minal  eases,  in  all  the  eourts  befbr«  mentioned, 
"5  cents  for  each  day's  aiiendahee,  and  four  csnis 

mile  for  each  day's  travel  going  out  and  letum- 
tng  homej  and  before  a-  justice  of  the  peace,  r^ 
ferees,  or  arfaiitators,  SSjoMts  a  day,  via  for  tur 
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Am  cf  C^lcerw  of  Stau  Cbw4k 


UaTet  lbs  Mme  na  at  otber  aourt*.  protrided  wKh. 
witnesses  do  persooally  Aitend  MJd  courcj,  reapec- 
tiTeljr, and  ceriifif  ia  writior  th«ir  tims  aad  tratel. 

Register  of  Probate's  ¥t.*\. — Writin^f  a  bond 
sdd  letter  of  admiBistntioD,  40  centi ;  wriiiog  a 
bond  and  letter  «f  gaatdtaiuhip,  and  makiD|  le- 
eord  tfaetaof,  for -one  mitKW,  60  c«Bts-,  «nd,  if  for 
mora  thv>  odo  miasr,  for.wbom  the  said  gnardiaa 
i*  appointed,  at  the  state  time,  10  cents  for  ncli 
minor  more  than  one ;  drawiog  a  decree  reapect- 
ing  probate  of  will  oi  codicil,  40  centsi  wntiag 
bona  for  the  executor,  dO  e'eatsi  writiog  warrant 
to  appraise  the  deceased's  estate,  30  cents;  war- 
nDt  (0  divide  >n  imesUte  estate  among  ibe  heirs, 
writing  a  warrant  to  set  off  Widow's  dower,  or  to 
examine  iheclaimsof  an  inukeut  eitate,  20  ceau; 
entering  tbe  account  of  asecutor,  administrator, 
or  ffuardian,  and  an  aUowantae  tberef^  or  for  en- 
terioff  on  an  inventory  the  oath  of  an  exeeuior 
or  administrator,  IS  cents;  drawing  up  a  deciee 
on  settlement  or  partition  of  aa  estifte,  SO  cents  j 
drawing  an  order,  of  distribiftioi),  20  cents ;  a  qm> 
etm,  20  cents;  oiiatioo,  15  cents;  summons  for  a 
witness  or  witnesses,  10  cents;  proporiiotung  an 
insolfent  estate  among  creditors,  at  the  rate  ofSO 
cents  for  erery  iwel7e  Creditors,  every  creditors 
proportion  being  distingaished ;  recording  any 
matter  at  the  rate  of  \2  cents  for  each  page,  and 
the  same  for  copy  ;  a  bond  of  appeal  20  cents. 

Protbonoiary. — NooflScertnown  jnMaaiachQ- 
■etts  eo  nami'nt. — (See  Clerk's  Fees.) 

BoBTOH,  tiowaJlxr  BOi  1806. 

Tbe  foresoiog  tsble  of  fecB^ud  compcssaiion 
to  tnodry  offieers  of  eoHrta,  as  established  by  the 
vzitting  laws  of  the  CoihmoDwealth  of  Uasraehn- 
■tua,  eollected  by         QBORQfi  BEjVEB,  . 
.  V.a.M:eyfwMan.Diit, 

Betides  the  feca  of  the  attorney  general,  as  here- 
in before  enomerated,  he  is  allowed  by  law  an  ait- 
DOal  salary  of  {1,000;  to  which  has  been  added 
invariably  for  many  years  past  an  annuel  grant  of 
(500;  soibat  his  salary  mfkybeconsideredgin  effect, 
and  is  w  considered  here,  ftl.SOO  a  year. 

GEORGE  BLAKE. 


STATE  OP  RHODE  BIAKD.' 
The  Attorney  General  is  allowed — For  every 
bill  of  indjetmeiU  drawn  atid  found"  by  the  erand 
jary.tt  60;  for  dischargeaf  every  person  on  oond 
to  the  peace,  35  t^ents ;  for  every  cause  argued  to 
tbe  court  or  iary  upon  art  isiae  joined  in  taw  or 
fi|cl  on  behalf  of  the  State,  in  criminal  cases,  93 ; 
for  arery  day's  nltendaoce  oh  tbe  General  Assem- 
bly aSd  courts,  Ql. 

CMher  Attorneys  are  allowed— For  a  writ  and 
declaration,  91  i  fee -in  the  cotHt  of  common  pleas, 
$1}  ii>  the  supreme  judicial  court,  (one  only'io 
be  taxed  ia  a  bill  of  roSt^  $3. 

Clarks  of  the  Supreme-  Judicial  Cogri  are  al- 
Ii>wed---For  the  entry  of  every  writ,  aeiion,  or  pe- 
tition, 36  cents ;  for  flliilg  every  reason  of  appeal, 
pelilion,matian,  plea,  or  answer,  4  cents;  for  every 
interlocutory  iudgment  10  cents;  fot  alt  copies, 


every  action  called,  8  ceau ;  for  drawing  Hd  re- 
oordiog  final  judKnent  n^n  ntAiJ (itcit,  30  ceoist 
where  the  general  issue  is  pUaded,  40  cent*;  and 


lU  eases  where  there  are  further  pleadings,  Si. 
cents ;  for  sweaitog  every  witness,  4  ceu;i  j  for  a 
writ  of  e;ieculion  and  tbe  eodoiwmen^  25  eents; 
for  every  .other  writ,  IS  cents ;  for  entering  «  raw 
of  court,  15  cents;  for  copying  rule  and  writ  lo 
referees,  37  cents ;  for  every  bond  or  reeogoiMUiaa 
taken  in'coari,,SO  cents;  for  fiUngall  other  bond* 
or  recQgoisaDcei,  6  cents ;,  for  every  bill  of  indict- 
.ment  foutid,8  cents;  for  reading  thesame,SeeDt«i 
for  entering  idea  on-  the  sjime,  8  cents ;  for  draw- 
ing and-readino'  seateace,  33  ceots;  for  drawing 
and  recording  final  judgment  upon  indictment, 
50  cents;  for  every  person  summoned, Bcenii;  for 
every  paper  in  a  case,  2  cents ;  for  every  disceu- 
tintianceor  default,  4  cents;  for  discharge  of  every 
bond,  or  recognisance,  3  ceuis;  for  everf  petittoa 
read  in  court,  6  ceuti}  for  recording  judgment 
tbereon,  25  cents ;  for  every  citation  or  noti&:B- 
tion,  25  cents;  for  searching  the  records  by  tbe 
hour,  10  e^nts;  for  atteilding  the  court  by  the  day, 


partition,  91 ;  for  taxing  and  examining  the  bill  of 
cost  in  every,  case,  12  cents. 

The  Clerks  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  are 
.allowed-— Fot  every  original  writ  and  seal, S  cents ; 
for  theentry  of  every  aeiion  or  peliiioo,  13  cents; 
for  drawingand  recording  final  judgment  apoD 
nifti/ 4^1011,12  cents;  where  tbe  general  issue  is 
pleaded,  20  cents ;  in  all  cases  where  there  are  fur- 
ther pleadi^ig^,  40  cents;  for  alt  copies,  for  every 
lawful  i»ge,  (200  words,)  10  cents ;  for  every  nolfa 
^>row^',  diGCoQtintianee,  noosuil,  rttraxU,  ntAil 
tfi'cit, or  default,  Scents;  for  a  writ  of  execution 
and  the  endorsement,  25  cents ;  for  all  other  writs, 
other  than  suiiimoiis  for  vouchers,  ^0  cents;  for 
every  writ  of  summons  10  warrant,  50  cents;  for 
fitiiiff  every  declaration,  pita,  reason  of  apoeal, 
motfon,  or  answer,  4  cents ;  for  every  action  called, 
3  cents  J  for  entering  a  rule  of  coort,  12  cents,  for 
every  iaterlocjntory  judgment,  6  cents;  for  copy- 
ictg  tut«  and  writ  to  referees,  40  cents ;  for  eyeiy 
bond  in  the  clerk's  office,  8  oenla ;  and  where  the 
attoroey  becomes  bonnd,  the  same  fee;  for  every 
person  summoned,  3  cents ;  for  everjr  paper  iu  a 
case;  2cents ;  for  searching  the  records  hv  ine  hour, 
lOcfots;  for  taxing  and  examining  the  bill  of  cost, 
in  every'case,6  cents;  for  swearing  every  witaesa, 
3  ceau;  for  entering  appearance,  3  cents;  for  at- 
tending the  court  by  tbe  day, 25  cents;  for  record- 
ing every  deputatidc  or  revocation  thereof  by  tha 
sheriff,  18  ceais;  for  acknowledging  satisfaetiofi 
of  judgment  u^n  record,  8  cents;  Tor  recording 
return  of  partition,  91- 

Clerk's  of  tbe  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  are 
allowed — For  the  entry  of  every  indictment,  13 
cents;  for  drawingand  recordiog  final  judgment 
thereon, 50 cents ;Tor  filing  recognisance,  1  cents;' 
for  drawing  and  filing  recognisance,  16  cents;  for 
the  discharge  of  every  recognisance,  6  cents;  for 
a  warrant  of  tbe  peace  or  good  behaviour,  13  cents. 
In  all  other  respects  the  same  as  the  clerks  of  the 
conru  of  commoa  plea*,  ezeepliiig  that  ibey  aic 


dbyGoo^le 


1166 


APPENDIX. 

Am  of  OffiBen  t^  BtateCamU. 


BOl  *llow«4  eomptiiMtkin  bjr  lb«  day.  N.  B.— 
The  two  nfiee*  ue  almj*  uaiie4  in  the  nine 
pinaD. 

Cl«rka  of  the  Coftrte  of  Prob«te  are  tUowed— 
For  eotering  a  eavaat  anioM  the  probate  of  a  will, 
or  graDtiog^etten  of  lanuDiatratioQ,  2  eent*;  for 
citatioD  lo  the  panic*  conccrDcd,  16  ceoli ;  for  tak- 
ing bond  and  graatiog  leiienof  admiaislTtiiDQ  or 
testimentarf ,  00  cents  j  for  regiRteriiig  and  eopf- 
ing,  for  CTCTy  lawful  page,  (200  wordi.1 10  centi; 
for  drawtbg  the  probate  of  a  wilt  or  aUowanae  of 
an  inTeatorr  or  an  accoaat,  10  cents ;  lev  search- 
ing the  record,  hj  the  hoUV,  10  cents. 

Sheriff*  are  allowed — For  lerring  a  writ,  if  not 
more  than  a  mile  from  the  com t-h case  or  place  of 
appearance,  SO  cent) ;  if  more  tbaa  a  mile,  16  ceoia 
foe  eyery  mile's  travel  oat  bef  ond  a  mile,  and  thi 
•aine  back — the  irafel  10  be  computed  from  the 

(ilace  to  which  the  writ  is  returnable— to  the  de- 
endant's  place  of  abode,  S  cents ;  for  ibe  copf  of 
a  writ  ba  warrant,  10  ceuii;  for  a  bail  bond  io 
civil  actions,  13  cent* ;  and  where  bail  is  taken  bjr 
endorKmcnt  on  the  writ,  the  same  fee;  for  com- 
miitiji^  a  prisonerxinntMfu  process,  20  cpdIs)  for 
attending  a  justice's  court,  bv  the  day,'25  cents; 
for  serving  all  execntioos  WDere  a  wttjr  i*  com- 
mitted to  jail,  70  cents ;  for  serving  all  execuliooi 
where  the  mooevdue  thereon  is  collected,  aot  ex- 
ceeding fout  dolUis,  30  ceotij  if  a^vefoui  and 
not  exceeding  seven  dollars,  40  cents  t  if  above 
■even  and  not  exceeding  twentv dollars, 60  centa; 
if  above  iwentjr  and  not  exceeding  ihiitf  dollars, 
66  cents ;  If  above  thirty  and  not  exceeding  sixty 
dollars,  75  cents;  if  above  sixty  and  not  eiceed- 
ing  one  handred  dollars,  90  cents;  and  for  all  ex- 
ecutions above  one  hundred  dollar^  1  per  cent. — 
noneof  the  lesser  sums  to  b«  Included  fn  the  greater, 
for  travelling  fees  for  serving  executions,  the  slme 
as  for  serving  writs ;  for  serving  a  writ  of  execu- 
tion, retumanle  to  any  court  out  of  the  county 
where  the  same  is  served,  the  same  nomber  of 
miles'  fraval  as  if  returnable  to  a  court  in  the 
county  where  served  ;  for  serving  a  aumaion*,  if 
not  mora,  than  a  mile  from  the  court-house  or 
placeofappearance,  12  cents;  if  niiMV  than  a  mile, 
the  same  travelling  fee  as  for  serving  writs;  for 
deli  vei  in  gfossession  of  land  sand  tenements,  while 
actually  em  ployed  by  the  day,  |1 ;  for  advertising, 
real  or  personal  estate  to  be  sold  at  auction,  34 
cents;  lor  selling  at  public  auction  real  or  per- 
•onal  estate,  if  under  one  hundred  and  fifty  dol- 
lars,2  pet  cent,  j  if  over  one  hundred  and  G/iy  and 
under  three  hundred  dollars,  1}  per  cent. ;  and  for 
all  sums  over  three  hundred  dollars,  1  per  ceiri., 
to  be  computed  on  the  amount  of  sales,  and  none- 
of the  leuer  sums  to  be  included  in  the  greater; 
for  serving  warrants  and  9tber  criminal  pn^cesses, 
the  same  as  for  serving  writs,  unless  the  court  to 
which  such  warrant  or.process  is  returnable  shall 
.  nakeafurtber  allowance  for  &rfra. services;  for 
attending  the  General  Assembly,  the  supieme  ji 
dicial  court,  and  court  of  Common  pleas,  by  the 
day,  «1. 

Coroners  are  allowed — For  taking  every  inqui- 
aition,  ffl }  b-^idat  iha  abgve  fee,  lor  ereif  day 


•aaployed  therain,  %\ ;  each  juror,  by  the  day,  fiO 

Orand  Jaron  are  allowed,  ekch— For  aumd- 

anee  by  iba  day,  60  aent*. 

Petit  jDron  are  allowed,  altegether — For  eFcty 
case  ■nbmitted  to  then,  (5. 

WitneMM  ar*  allewad— Foe  altwdaMe  by  the 
day,  40  cento ;  for  traril  by  tke  mile,  4  aesta. 

Reccivad  for  IranMnibiar,  sisty  centa,  of  Davii 
Howdl,  Eaq.  IhOS  HOPKINS. 

Stitb  orRsonE  Isi^iin,  4e, 
Jiowmber  29, 1806. 
The  preceding  [in  HS.]  six  pagea  an  Inilyes- 
tiacted  from  the  laws  of  this  State. 

Wimesi :    SAMUEL  SDDT,  St^. 

eXATq  OFCONNBCTIBUr. 

SofFiiLn,  October  2i,  1S06. 


,ssed  the  17th  April,  1806,  was  /eeeived  the  24lh 
September.  Tbe  delay  was  occasioned  by  the 
letter  bfing  missenl,  dtc.  Tbe  officers  menlioMd 
in  tbe  resolution,  and  known  in  our  laws,  are 
attorneys-at-law,  clerks  of  judicial  eoitna,>herifi, 
grand  and  petit  jurors,  and  witoesKs.  The  *ami 
Bciuallyiwid,  in  raanv  iasiaDces,so  far. exceed  the 
fees  authorized  and  allowed  bv«la<ute,  that  Ihavs 
been  led  to  doubt  how  I  shotild  comply  with  the 
reqiiiremenls  of  the  reaolutiun ;  and  especially  as 
the  practice  of  demandtag  and  receiving  fees  not 
allowed,  or  not  epecifled  by  any  slatote,  is  mqc- 
lioncd  by  the  higheat  eonrtaof  lawin  the  S(ai& 

Subjoined  are  eziraots  fram  tfav  laUe  of  fcea  ia 
the  court  abov»'nientioa'ed,u  fixed  b^  the  atMot^ 
entitlad  "  An  ael  for  reg&laiing  salaries  and  feea." 

Slate  Attorney,'!  Feea,  not  exceeding  the  fol- 
lowing allowance ; — ^oj  eondacling  aD,d  arguiii| 
each  criminal  ease^not  capital, before  the  superior 


court,  00  bill  fomq  by  the  £iaad  jury,  99 ;  dtaw^ 
ing  an  indictment  or  iuformatioq,  ftl :  (ot  a  trial 
before  the  superior  court  in  a  criminal  cue  oo 
inhrmation,  or  for  eonducliag  and  arguiag  a  civil 
cause  on  behalf  of  the  State,  (7 ;  for  jroaecutiag 
a  civil  cauic  when  judgment  la  given  on  eoDfo- 
sioB  or  default,  is  the  settlor  cotirt,  93  34;  for  a 
capital  trial,  tl4|  in  a  eriminal  ca«  om  eonfe*- 
sioa  before  tlie  superior  ooor.t, (5;  ia  oaa*  <^ • 
fuW^proao^eDtoed.orajetan  of  nota  troebiil 
bv  agrandjury,93  3i;  if  an  assittantatiorney  ia 
allowed  in  any  trial,  not  eapital,  before  tbe  aap^ 
rier  court,  in  behalf  of  the  State,  his  fee  shali  ba 
$3  34;  or,  if  eapilal,  V-  ^  proaeeutioBe  oa 
behalf  of  the  Suie,  before  the  oonnty  cotnt,  the 
Bitoraej  thall  be  aUowed  aot  exoeedi^  Iwo-Uiirda 
of  tbe  feea  allowed  for  like  setvice*  in  tho  sii|w- 
rior  court,  or  lata,  at  the  diaeretioa  of  the  coart. 

Clerk  of  Superior  Conn's  Feea.— For  entering 
each  action  aiid  judgment,  &0  cents;  filiAg  each 
deposition,  S  cents  j  entering  each  judpoeat  ae- 
knowledged,  17  cents;  eaeh  writ  of  ef eontioa,  3$ 
cents;  for  copies, each  pagaef  twenly-oightUoaa, 
ten  words  in  a  line,  25  cei)ts. 

Clerk  of  Cotmty  Court's  Feci.— For  i 
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each  aetion.  S  centi ;  antenBg  eacb  judgment  or 
cootiDuaiice,  17  centa ;  sifDiDg  each  9i<t>  S  ceaUj 
tekinK  a  reeogOiianoe,  9  eeoti ;  eaeh  vrit  of.  eio- 
cutioQ,  17  ceDtt.  Foe  aopies,  suae  «s  clack  4if 
auperioT  court. 

Sheriff'sFeei.'— Serriiig«TMyaugamDDa,Bi)cnU; 
if  bv  oopr,  9  eeitU  ]-  tsrvia^  an  BltachmaDt,  9  Genttj 
bulboqd,!?  cCDti;  leryiag  unb  eHcBtion,  not 
ezeeediiig  S3  34. 17  ceuU;  abd  (wo  oeuU  perdol- 
lar  for  e?er^  doUar  beyond  that  »<un  ia  Ibe  saaK 
«iurency  with  the  uecuiion,  or  «|i)ivajet|i  ia  law- 
Ail  money ;  ,aiteiidiiig  the  geii,eral  eonrt  ot  sape- 
lior  coui^  p«r  d^y .  01 ;  each  milo'ii  itavel  out,  5 
«fDlxi  ailCDding MM ooooty -court;. per  dar,Cl  ^• 

Fmb  aod  ComnitiioM  alloweil  the  Sheriff, 
wheK  any  penon  eonfined  in  jait  on  exeentioa  for 
any  eivil  matin  »  pcroiitied  to  bare  the  liberties 
of  the  prtioi^  iha  following  allOwaoee,  and  no 
more. — Por  every  bon^,  91 ;  as  BOBuniMWM  on 
«By  Min  not  eic^adioff  ^60,  t8&&\  en  any  sum 
not  ueeeding  $790,  ^  7fl;  on  any  sam  not.es- 
aeeding  91,335,9^;  on-'anysuai  not  ^ecediog 

£9400,97  00;  on  anyeum  not  ezec«aiDKQ6,000, 
10;  on  aaysaoi  not  exceeding  813,300,  (39; 
and  on  any  greauar  aam  than  913,360,  three-six- 
Uentfas  of  one  per  cent. 

Onnd  Jaron*  Fees. — Bach  grand  jaror,  for 
attending  the  mperior  eonrt  or  conoty  coari;  per 
day,  67  oenia  ;  tnvel  per  mile  oot,  fi-aanta. 

Petit  Jurors  at  Superior  and  County  Canrts. — 
Por  trying  each  action,  (5ecentseaeb,)96;  trar- 
ri  out,  per  mile,  5  cents. 

Tbe  fix  dollars  peid  bythe  party  wbixe  case  is 
tried  \  the  irarel  pwd  by  the  connty. 

Witnesses. — Bach  witQess  in  criminal, cases,  at 
the  ^nit  of  the  Bute,  for  attendaoee  ,ai  the  su- 
perior pr  coiJaty  courts  pet  day,  67 ;  travri  per 
mile,  — . 

The  fees  mentigiied  ai  allowed  to  attorneysaie 
in  cases  at  Jesuit  of  the  State;  the  sbnu  actual- 
ly paid  by  soitois  are,  (that  is,  the  mual  fees  for 
arguioE  a  cause  in  the  county  court,Vfipm  $6  50 
toltl2;  i>eai<les  a  term  fee  of  from  t3'to  (5,  at 
eAch  Wrm,  wl)ile'ihB  cauae  is  peodipg  j  for  atga- 
ing  before  superior  court*,  a  fee  of  ^5,  each  term 
t)ke  cause  is  pending;  and  for  arguing,  froqa  %\% 
to  S^i'UiPioportioa  to  importance  of  the  cauae. 


eompensatton,  claimed  and  tUowed  to  sheri^  and 
Qpder-sberifls  j  ve  ba7e  a  form  of  action  called 
debts  by  ^ook,  ^owD,  perhaps,  only  in  Conitecli- 
cut;  in  which  .the  plimiiff  discIateB  that  the  de- 
fendant, or  claimant,  in  a  plea  of  debt,  that  the  de- 
fendant owes  him  such  a  sum  by  book,  which  he 
lias  not  paid,' though  often  demanded,, &C.,  to  his 
damage,  dtc. ;  far  this  kind  of  Actioo,  and  alio-lhe 
ftctioa  on  ptomtasory  notes,  Form*  of  the  writ  are 
prescribed  by  statute,  and  the  statute  specifying 
tbe  sheriff's  feei  for  serring  writs  of  summons  Bii.d 
Bllachments,  bas  long  lince  been  construed  as  ex- 
tending only  to  bis  fees  for  serving  writs,  t)te  forms 
of  whichatepreKribedby  staiuie;  these  writs  are 
very  short:  of  course,  the  sheriQ^forseTTiDg  writs 
in  actions  of  utsptss,  ejectoMst,  trespass  on  the 


eiw,  &c.,aliu]  bills  in  ebanaary,  in  case  bemdea 
ervice  bjr  copy,  as  he  may  in  all  eases,  and  b 
iDiud  10,  in  ease  he  attaches  property,  he  charsef 
or  a  copy,  from  one  to  three  dollars ;  alto  for  nil 
extra  trouble  procuring  bail ;  as  he  claims,  is  rea- 
sonable, berides  17  cents  for  the  bail  bood ;  also 
for  collecting,  or  leTVlng  and  retarniog  writs  of 
execution ;  all  the  diOereat  forms  whereof,  known 
in  the  £nglish  law,  ere  in  eommiftneat  reduced 
to  one,  and  go  "gnini^  the  goods,  {>haiiela,'ar  laada 
of  the  debtor ;  and,  tor  want  thereof,  a^iosl  hi* 
body.  The  sheriff  ia  allowed  two'  ttarels  to  iha 
debtor's  place  of  abode,  and  from,tbenee  to  the  of- 
£e1a  whence  the  writ  issUed ;  and  also  for  aDy,exli« 
trouble,  even  ifhe  makes  return  of  non  est  tttMnAuy 
if  ha  commits  the  debtor  to  priaon,  he  calla  to  his 
assistance  one  or  two  keepers,  as  he  jtH^ea  the 
case  requires,  whose  fees  and  expenses,  with  hia 
own,  in  carry^aff  the  detilor  to  jail,  he  ehargea  on 
his  writ,. besides  the  oamntitnon  allowed  ivt  col- 
lecting, &C.  &c.  -If  a  prisoner^  in  jail  on  execu- 
tion, wbo  hAs'the^berties  of  the  prison, breaks  hia 
bonds,  aad  the  sheriff  becomes  lisbte,  and  is  sued, 
ahhough  bisbailareaufficieotand  ultimalely  save 
bim  harmless  from  ihft  payment,  still  hecha^va 
a.  fee  of  from  (7  (o— ,  in  pioporttoD  to  the  amouat 
of  the  demand. . 

With  respect  to  the  clerks  of  the  snperior  eooiC 
and  county  couita,  both  offices  ata  usoally.^ld 
byoufl  persoo  in  the  same  eonntT;  the  eialaie 
fixicg  ineir  fees  is  npw  oonalcuea  aa  extendiaf 
only. to  the  forms  of  action  prescribed  as  before 
memioQed  by  statute,  ,and  the  general  laaue  ia 
pleaded,  in  which  cases  the.  recosd  may  ba  Tcry 
short;  but  in  cases  where  the.isMie  is  foimed-bf 
utecinl  pieadie^  or  special  TaidictS'  of  a  jwy, 
decree*  in  chalicery,'&ic.,  the  cWk  demands  and  la- 
eeires  for  recording  a  judgmnnt,  from  32  caate  to 
%&.  Out  superiocand  county  eouria  are,  by  atal> 
uta',  vested  with  chane^y  powers ;  in  this  coanly, 
(he  superior  and  the  couaiy  courts  hold  mu^ 
three  terms  in.  a  year;  on  the  docket  of  the  su- 
perior court  at  the  last  term  there  were  839  ^ 
tions;  at  liie  last  term  of  the  county  eonrt,  then 
were  about  470  canses  on  their  dockeL 

If  the  object  ia  correct  infornution  as  to  tbt 
actual  compeoaalioos.  allowed,  the  Ibragoing  aiat^ 
meats  seemed  necesnry.  Such  are  na  ^actiee* 
sanctioaed  by  out''  oouris,  with  Itow  mUoh  pra> 
priely  or  justice  |  will  notsay.  li  sbonld,  lioi^- 
ever,  be.  renuurked,  that  our  sl|iute  fixing  the  (m 
table,  as  it  is  called,  witl^  but  littla  vanatioD  ot 
increase,  is  tguch  the  same  as  it  stood  halfaoesr 
lury  siaca;  but  as  incraanlng  Bompenntiwi  to 
officers  is  napopnlar,  .e^Mciallv  ia  pattv  timea, 
the  men  ja  power  withhold  tW  whicB,udaf 
diS^nt  circumstaBces,  thennbiuaedscnaeaf  tha 
community  would  grant :  henfe  the  coarta  kara 
reeoried'lo  constructum,  to  obtain  that  conprwaa 
tion  which  ibe  Legislature  hare  iwt  as  yet  allows 
ed  bv  statute.  I  began  to  make  the  extract  at 
the  data,  but  frt»a  many  oireumstaDcea,  nofor^ 
s»ut  Bull  unavoidable,  it  is  not  computed  nntU 
this  time.  I  hope  neither  your  convenieiMe  noi 
the  patdie  boaiaeas  will  be  incommoded  by  the 
delay. 
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I  am,  ak,  irilh  great  reapeet,  yoar  n 


BTATB  or  TEBMONT. 

An  Att  tefoUlbig  7tm, 

Ski.  I.  K  it  htrebt/ enacted,  hff  the  OeneralAa- 

uemify  of  the  State  <f  Vemuinl,    That  the  fees 

far  the  ieverat  officers  and  oiher  pcnoos  Kerein- 

after  m«Dlioned  thalt  be  as  follows,  viz ; 

OoTemoT'i  ffeea. — For  ligniDR  a  cbirter  of  laad, 
$8;  far-erarjr  other  cfaariei  or  graot  bjr  him 
aicned,  83. 

IjiauteDant  GoTeraor'R  Feca. — For  aiteodanee 
on  canDcil  per  day,  9*;   RSTel  per  mile,  each 
war,  6  centa. 
CouDaellors'  Peea. — For  attendanee,  per  day, 

91  50 ;  travel  per  mile,  each  inj,  6  ceatt. 
Representativei'  Pees.~Fcir  attendaDce,   per 

day,  Bl  SO;  traTcl  per  mite,  each  way,  6  cents 
8peaK«rorth«QeBeral  Aitembly,  perday,9S50 
iraTd  per  mile,  each  way,  6  cents ;  clert  of  tht 
Oaocrat  Assembly,  fees  per  day,  (3  $0;  (ravel 

Er  mile,  each  way,  0  ceols;  CDirrOMlns  cletk^ 
)B  per  day,  Q2  60 ;  tiarel  pei  mile,  eacE  way,  " 
oenu.    ' 

Beeretary  of  State's  Fees. — RceordiD^  laws,  for 
•Tery  hundred  wordi,7 ceots ;  receiTing-and  filing 
each  petitionof  a  nrivateaature,  U  cenis;  receir- 
ing  and  filing  eacn  peiilioo  for  grants  of  land,  17 
eents;  for  drawins',  attesting,  and  registering  a 
«hartet  for  Isttds,  $3  34  j  for  copies  oflaws,  peti- 
tion*, and  other  papers,  for  each  hundred  words, 
7  cents;  for  each  citation  between  party  and  par- 
ty. 17  cents;  att«idaneeon  the  General  Assembly, 
[w'r  day,  $2  90;  travel  perTnile,each  way, 6  cents; 
and  tbere  iball  be  paid  to  the  secMiary,  for  ihe  use 
of  tli«  treasury,  00  filing  each  peliiioo  -between 
party  abd  party,  ti. 

Secretary  ofCoancil's  Fees. — For  each  inilila 

Ir  eommisstofl,  and 'affixing  the  seal  thereto,  hi 
Dding  blanks,  26  aenis;  each  commission  for  the 
judges  of  the  supreme  court,  34  eents ;  eacb^om- 
miuioB  for  (he  judges  of  the  conoty  courts,  and 
ib«  probate  courts,  Si  cents  ;  for  justices' commls- 
aion  fbr  each  conoty,  76  Cents ;  -every  order  of 
eonncil  for  the  benefit  of  particular  persons,  17 
ccmsj  affiiiog  the  State  teat,  (military  commia- 
aioBS 'excepted,)  17  cents ;  aiteadance  00  coun- 
cil, per  day,  92  60 ;  travel  per  mile,  each  way^  6 

MDli. 

Supreme  Court's  Pees. — Chief  jud^e,  while  on 
the  circuit,  [)er  day,  94  'St);  each  side  judge,  white 
on  the  circuit,  per  dtay,  (3  S7 :  each  motion  for 
arrest  of  judgment,  or  new  trial  Jbr  the  benefit  of 
ibe  judges,  67  oentt;  for  allowing  and  signing 
writs  olerror,  audita quenltl, habeatvorpua,  and 
taking  recwniaanes  for  the  same,  67  cents ;  and 
there  shall  be  paid  into  the  bands  of  the  clerk, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  judges,  for  each  action  tried, 

92  GO;  and  for  each  nonsuit,' default,  or  confes- 
aion,  91. 

County  Couit'e  Fees. — For  each  aetioo  tried, 
there  shall  he  paid  to  tbe  clerk  for  the  benefit  of 


for  a  tavern  keeper,  50  cents  ;  for  each  ^iry  of 
an  action  for  the  benefit  of  the  judges,  67  cents ; 
tbe  chief  judge's  share  of  the  above  perqm'ntes  10 
be  one-quarter  more  than  the  side  judges'.  For 
allowing  and  signing  audita  ^aerela,  and  Aobeoa 
corplw,  and  laklng  rwognisaace  in  tne  same,  foe 
eaeb  judge  50  cents ;  fbr  each  motioa  in  anew  of 
judgment  and  new  trial,  SO  cents. 

J^dge  of  Probate's  F^es. — For  granting  admia- 
istratian,  34  eeoti,  if  the  iovtfntory- exceed  9166^ 
50  ceoti;.  teeeivia'g  and  apnroring  each  will,  ii 
the  inventory  do  not  exceed  916»t  34  eenu ;  if 
tbe  inveaiory  exceed  that  sum,  50  ceuta ;  allow- 
iug  aacOnnla,  sMtliag  and  dividing  eaiaUi^  84 
cents;  every  Aeceasaiy  order  or  rule,  17  ceats; 
appointment  of  persons  to  inventory  aad  appraise^ 
Jw  cents;  appointing  commissioner  or  eommia- 
■iaoers  to  set  off  widow's  dower,  25  cents;  a^ 
pointing  guardians,  34  cents;  fees  {or  eoaunia- 
eiooers  appointed  on  testate  or  intntaie  eacatea, 
per ,  day,  9^  ;  travel  per  milej  6  eenia ;  ezttnUns  . 
and  adraiDiBiraiarB,s«chsum-perday  as  the  judge 
of  probate  shsL  judge  reasonable.    - 

Register  of  Probate's  Fees.— Drawing  and  it 
ing  an  administraiioa  bond,-  tbirty-firar  cent*; 
drawing  each  letter  of  adminisiration,  twenty'^aqr 
cents ;  drawing  probate  of  will,  if  the  inventorr 
do  not  exceed  9166, 34  cents ;  if  it  exceed  ^6^ 
42  cents';  recording  or  copying  will,  codicil,  iik> 
vientory,  or  oiber  necessary  paper,  for  each  hnn- 
dr^  words,  6  cents  ;  for  ev^rycitsliop,  ^3  oeals; 
for  every  quietus  or  acquitiance,  43  cents;  mak- 
ing out  aod'rMisiering  commission  to  receive  and 
eiamiae  (he  ctalms  oT, creditors  to  insolvent  ea- 
lates,  SQ  cents ;  enteria'g  an  order  upon  the  ad- 
ministrator to  pay  the  debts  of  the  several  credi- 
tors returned  bycomcsissioners,  SSceDis;  eaterjag 
every  other  necessary  order  or  role,  9  cents;  draw* 
ing  and  filing  guardian  bond,  34  cents. 

Justice's  Fees. — Drawio^a  writ,  17  cents;  sign- 
ing a  sommons.  9  cents;  signing  an  attaebineitt 
at  summons  when  bond  is  given,  13  cents;  sub- 
ptsoB  for  each  witness,  6  cenrs;  judgmentin  each 
action  tried,  SO  cents ;  if  on  verdict  of  jury,  67 
cents;  on  confession  of  default,  25  cents;  for  tak- 
ing deposition  out  of  eoort,  34  caots  ;  for  citation 
to  appear,  17  cents ;  each  conlinuaoce,  17  cents; 
every  warrant  for  criminals  snd  bond,  34  -cents; 
recognifance,  17  cents ;  each  venire  for  a  jury,  25- 
cents;  for  every  appeal  including  the  recognis- 
ance, 25  cents;  for  taking  sckDOwledgmant  of 
deed,  12  cents ;  for  recordioe  execotioo,  and  offi- 
re(ura  (hereon  exiendeiToO  real  es(s(e,  wbich 
(he  officer  for  serving  the  sarae  shall  collect  and 
pay,  75  cents;  for  issuing  a  citation  to  tbe  adverae 
"irty  on  complaint  of  a  prisoner  to  iweat  ant  of 
_  iil,90  cents;  for  makiog  and  signing  certificatea 
to  prisoners  and  jailers,  each  25  cenl>;  forattend- 
'  Iff  court  of  jail  delivery,  50  centi ;  for  travel  per 
iile  each  wajr^S* cents ;  making  ruledf  reference 
between  parties,  50'cents;  rendering  Judgment 
on  the  report  of  referee*  so  appointed,  SO  cents; 
for  every  executioD,  25  cent*. 

Clerks  of  the  Supmne  and  County  Comti^ 
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Fpea. — For  sijniing  etch  lannmoDS,  9  cent* ;  for 
sigDJDg  each  summoDi  or  attacbmeat  when'  bond 
is  giren,  13  cents  ;  for  tticndaace  at  the  supreme 
court  per  day,  91  i  enteKng  each  judgment  oif 
abatemeD  t,  noniait,  defaDlt  or  confeuioa,  25  ceMs ; 
clerks  of  the  countf  court  for  euterlBg  eaeh  jude- 
meoiof  demnrreroiafter  verdtct, 60  cents;  cle^ 
of  the  supreme  court  for  the  same.  $1 ;  takinv 
each  recogaiaance  in  coart,  17  cents;  filing' eacB 
necessary  paper,  Scents;  every  appeal  or  reriev, 
34  cents;  ereryrateororder  of  court,  d  cents;  ev- 
ery coDtinnance  in  supreme  court,  16  cents ;  every 
coDtiDuanee  in  cooaly  court,  S  cents:  e<rery  ex-' 
ecution,  iacludini;  the  filitig^S6 cents;  for  record- 
ing deputy  sheriff's  deputation  and  oath  extended 
on  real  estate,  vilh  theofficers'  return  who  collect 
and  pay  the  same,  $1;  ever^  license  to  an  ina- 
keeper,  17  cents ;  for  all  copies  or  other  sernees 
made  or  done  by  direction  of  the  court,  and  not 
herein  before  enjumerated,  such  sum  or  sums  as 
shall  be  allowed  bv  the  courts  respectively,  accord- 
ing to  their  length  and  difficulty.  ' 

Altoroey's  Pees.— For  drawing  writ,  and  dec- 
laration or  note,  17  cents;  all  other  writs  such 
aumasibalt  be  allowed  by  the  courts  respectively, 
according  to  their  length aDddiScaliy.  ' 

State  Attorney's  Pees.— For  every  indictment 
or  information,  91 ;  if  more  than  one  count,  such 
sum  as  shall  b«  allowed  by  the  -court ;  term  fee, 
93;  for  each  canse  tried,  not  ezeeedinsfS;  copy 
of  the  indicimeni,  such  sum  u  shall  he  allowed 
by  the  court. 

Sheriffs,  CkinstaUes.  and  Collectors'  Fees. — 
Serving  dvery  pro6«s9-on  each- defendant  by  read- 
ing, 6  cents ;.  if  by  eopy,  17  cents ;  for  taking  bail, 
17  cents ;  for  ncn  mile's  travel  for  the  sernce  of 
allwriuand  other  proeesses,  to  be  computed  from 
the  nlaceofservicetotheplaaeof  retnro,  6cente; 
for  levying  each  execution  amounting  to  three 
dollars  or  under,  15  cents;  and  fvr  each  three  dol- 
lars over,  4  cents;  for  each  day's  attendance  on 
appraisement  or  sale  of  estate  taken  in  execiKiDn-, 
34  cents;  for  ■tieoding  before  a  justice  court  when 
required,  34  cents  v  for  atiending  freeholder's 
conrt,  per  day,'81 1  for  copy  of  execution  extend- 
ed on  lands,  and  the  rdltim  thereof  to  the  office 
for  record,  60  eenta ;  for  attendance  on  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  or  supteme'  or  eonnty  court,  per 
day,  91 ;  constables  for  the  like  service,  91 ;  col- 
lectors of  taxes  (o  be  allowed,  the  like  fees  as 
sberifls,  in  eases  of  execution,  when  they  levy  on 
persons  or  estate,  and  one  dollar  out  of  each  fifty 
dollars  collected  and  paid  into  the  Slate  or  County 
treasury:  landed.  That  no  sheriff,  constable,' 
or  othei  officer,  shall  be  entitled  to  any  fees  for  a 
return  of  turn  eat  mwntiu  on  any  oivit  writ  or. 
process;  sheriff  and  assisiams  per<lay,  67  cents; 
for  half  a  diy,  34  cents )  for  appraisers  (rf'  real 
estate  on  execution,  67  cents ;  for  half  a  day,  34 
centa. 

Parties  and  Witnesses'  Fees  in  the  Supreme 
and  CoootT  Gonrts. — Term  fee  on  alntemenl,' 
itoDsnit,  or  defanlt,  in  the  first  term,  91 ;  lerin  fee 
in  bU  other  easea,  $1 ;  and  the  party  recovering 
■hall  be  allowed  for  his  ailomey  on  nonsait  or 
defanlt,  9I  SO;  fat  trial  of  issue  of  law  or  Jkel, 


93;  travel  for  plaintiff  or  defendant  within  this 
State,  per  mile,  5  cents ;  witnesses'  travel,  per 
mile,  Scents;  attendance  per  day,  75  cents;  (b 
justices'  courts,  travel  for  plaintiff  or  defendant 
and  witnesses  pet  miU,  5  cents;  aUendance  of 
plaintiff  ot  defendant  and  witnesses  per  day,  SO 
cents ;  foi  half  a  day,  34  cents-.    - 

Qrand  Juror's  Fees.--TraTel  per  mile,  6  eents| 
fdr  eaeh  day's  attendance  on'supreme  and  County 
courts,  75  cents  ;  for  eaeh  complaint,  SO  cents. 

Petit  Juror's  Fees. — Panel  of,  for  trying  each 
cause  before  the  bopreme  or  eonnty  court,  05 ;  for 
trying  each  cause  before  a  justice,  to  be  advanced 
by  the  party  praying  the  same  in  a  civil  action, 
fl  50;  for  tryin|[  eaeh  cause  before  a  freebola 
coutt,  such  sum  as  shall  be  allowed  by  the  justices 
holding  the  same,  according  to  their  travel  and 
attendance. 

Town  Clerk's  Fees. — For  recording  a  common 
deed  poll,  including  the  certificate  of  filing ,  to  be 
advanced  by  the  party  lodging  the  same  lor  rec- 
ord, twenty  cents;  copying  of  the  same  twenty 
cents;  ana  in  the  same  proportion  for  all  otbet 
deeds;  recording  survey  bilL  9  cents;  recording 
marriage,  birth,  .or  death;  four  cents;  recording 
each  mark,  9  cents ;  recording  execution  extendel 
on  real  estate,  with  the  officer's  return  thereon,  to 
be  collected  and  paid  bj  the  officer  serving  the 
same,  $1 ;  recording  certificaltf  of  a  religious  sen- 
timent, IS  cents. 

Pfoprietor'fl  and  other  Collector's  Fees. — Tra- 
vel from  bis  dwelling-house  to  the  place  of  sale, 
to  be  equally  dividea  among  the  delinquent  pro- 

S'rietors  or  land  owners,  per  mile,  6  cents;  for 
rawing  and  conteying  bo  advertisement  to  ba 
divided  as  aforesaid,  $1 ;  for  attendance  and  sala 
of  each  d dinqn en t  proprietor's  right,  34  cents; 
each  deed  of  conveyance,  including  theaeknovl- 
edf  menl,  34  cents ;  for  each  receipt  for  money 
before  sale.  6  cents. 

Jailer's  Fees.— For  commitnenl  pf  a  prisoner, 
34  centa  ;  for  discharge  of  a  prisoner,  34  cents  ; 
diet  pec  week  for  Stat«  prisoners,  ffl ;  for  the 
bonds  for  the  liberties  of  the  prison,  Si  centa; 
ties  for  freeholders  summoned  to  assess  damages 
sustained,  in  laying  out  highways,  per  day,  50 
cent^ ;  for  half  a  day,  33  ci;nts. 

Surveyor  Qene'ral's  Feea.— Pet  day,  exclusive 
of  expenses.  91  50. 

County  Surveyor's  Fees,— Exclusive  of  ex- 
penses per  day,  $1. 

Auditor  of  Account's  Fees  with  the  Tieastiiet. 
—Per  day,  $2. 

Auditor  of  Accounts  against  the  State.— While 
attending  the  Legislature,  travel  per  mile,  eack 
way, Scents;  attendance  per  day,  91  50. 

Impounder's  Fees.— For  all  horse  kind,  and  neat 
cattle,  per  bead,  11  cents ;  sheep  per  head,  two 
cents;  swine,  per  head,  eight  oents;  three-foarthi 
to  the  impounder,  and  the  other  to  the  poiud 
keeper. 

notary  Public's  Feet.— For  every  protest  ooder 
real,  91;  for  every  ccrtitlcale  under  seal,  50  cental 
for  wtiting  on  a  pnson  to  demand  payment,  or 
witness  any  matter,  and  certify  the  same  auim 
.e«l,91. 
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Beo.  S.  And  it  ii  kertbyjvrther  enaeUd,  Tlmt 
the  jadgm  of  lbs  Mipreme  coart  of  judicature, 
judpi  of  th«  coUDlf  court,  judges  and  regiEten 
«r  probaie,  jutiicu  of  the  peace,  Secretary  of 
State,  Secretary  of  Council,  clerk  of  ihe  Oeoeial 
Assembly,  clerk  of  the  sgpreine  «od  coDDiy  court*, 
town  eletki,  Doiariei  public,  aberiffs.  and  all  otber 
pcraoDi  wboK  duly  it  maf  be  by  law  to  record 
any  proeecdiDgt.  or  give  anv  eopiM,  aitestatioB*, 
or  certificalM  oilier  than  *uci)  for  which  pariicn- 
Ur  fee  or  f^ei  U,  are,  fx  ■hall  be  eaiaUished,  thall 
ke  allowed  aeren  ccdIb  for  every  hundred  word*, 
and  for  leM  than  a  hundred  word*  in  the  tame  pro- 
portioa  ;  and  for  every  certificate  on  the  copy  of 
dte  whole  case,  17  cepts ;  and  for  any  other  aoiy 
vt  aerriee  done  or  perfoTmcd,  *uch  aamaaibblLfae 
m  pro^Tlioa-to  the  fees  tpeciGcally  prorided  by 
'*  U  or  BDT  other  act  for  aucb  officers  or  persons 


HtDDLBBDRO,  Oct.  1JS,'1806. 

The  preeedinc  ■■  a  true  copy  oflin  act  relat- 
ing feei  by  the  Legiilatnre  of  the  Suie  or  Ver- 
BBoDt,  the  27th  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lwd  1796.    Compered  and  eurain^dW  lAe. 
THOMAB  LEVERETT, 
Secrttary  1^  State. 
Fee  for  wfj,  (2. 

STATE  OF  NEW  TOBK. 
An  Act  legahttac  the  fea*  ot  the  ■ererel  officais  wid 

tninialen  of  jnstioe  within  this  Btete,  pawed  April 

8,1S0«. 

Be  U  ttuuitd  hv  the  people  of  the  State  of  Jfev 
Ytrk.  reprtMiOedin  SenaU  and  Atevmhly,  That 
BO  officer  or  other  person  shall  exact,  demand,  or 
ask,  or  be  allowed  any  greater  or  other  fee  or  re- 
Ward,  for,  or  in  rCspect  of,  any  aerviee  hereafter  to 
be  done  or  performed,  tbas  aucb  aa  i»  hereinafter 
apecified,  that  is  to  say  : 
In  file  Conn  for  the  trial  of  larpeachmeata,  and  Cer- 

The  Clerk's  Fees.— For  reading  and  filing  the 
writ,  return,  and  record,  37J  cents ;  for  filing  eve- 
rf  affidavit  or  other  preceedinff,  1%\  cents ;  for' 
enterinff  every  rule,  19  cents;  lor  every  certified 
copy  01  a  rule,  19  cents  ;  for, entering  every  ap- 
pearance, \%\  cents;  for  entering  every  judgment 
or  dismission,  25  cents;  for  entering  thejadgment 
and  T^nUtitar  on  the  roll,  for  each  sheet  contain- 
ing sevenly-lwo  words,  12^  cents  ;  for  tlie  seal  to 
any  record  or  process,  50  cents ;  for  copies  of  rec- 
oras,  pleading,  and  other  proceedings,  for  each 
aheet  containing  ninety  words,  Scents;  for  taxing 
a  bill  of  costs,  go  cents. 

The  Crier's  Fees.— In  each  cause,  37)  cents. 
In  thg  Court  of  CbanMry. 

The  Master's  Fees.— For  every  summons,  37) 
MBts ;  for  copies  of  all  chergef.  and  discharges 
bronghtio  before  ibe  master,  for  each  abeet  coa- 
taiain;  ninety  words,  9  cents ;  for  scheduling 
wntings,  for  each  sheet  of  such  schedole  contain- 
ing ninety  .word*,  9  cents;  for  ever]/  report  in 
rHUBce  of  an  order  made  upon  bearing  a  canae, 
B6  cents  \  for  every  other  report  made  upon 


petition  or  motion  only,  63)  eenls ;  for  taking 
and  drawiog  the  acknowledgment  or  proof  of  a 
deed  or  mortgage,  37)  cents,  ^a  lease  and  release 
to  be  GODsidered  as  one  deed  ;)  for  drawing  every 
report,  foreach  sheet  eontainiogDinetywi^s,l^ 
cents ;  for  every  etrpy  tbereof,  each  sheet  as  afore- 
said, 9  e«nta ;  for  swearing  a  detendant  to  a*  att- 
swer  or  pica,  or  awearibg  a  witnesa,  or  taking  a« 
affidavit,  12)  eantt;  for  signing  every  ezaihii 
brooght  before  him,  12)  cents;  for  the  capttoB 
and  writing  of  every  iMOgoisatice,  37)  cents ;  far 
taxing  every  bill  of  eoata  before  a  itectee,  371 
cents ;  for  taxing  a  bill  of  eoau  after  a  decree,  1% 
cents.  AndallcoaUofthepartyfdaiqiiff.iBchidiH 
officers'  fees,  whensoever  coats  AM  be  direelcl 
to  be  taxed,  shaU  be-iaxed  in  one  bill,  only  ;  mai 
in  ltk«  manner  all  the  eostff  of  the  party  defead- 
ant,  includitw  officers'  fees,  shall  be  taxed  in  amt 
bill  only,  ana.oDly  aae  fee  shall  be  aUoared  for 
anv  such  one  taxaiioo.  And  where  moaeya  are 
ordered  by  IIm  conrt  to  be-pnt  out  by  a  master,  at 
where  an  estate  is  ordered  to  ba  aold  by  a  mastct, 
and  where  (he  master  is  ordered  to  take  an  aecotkut 
of  an  eitaie,  or. between  partners  in  trade,  tk» 
chancellor  shall  make  such  allowance  to  the  maa- 
ter  for  the  Ame  aa  he  tballjndge  reaaonable. 

The  Register's  Fee*. — vat  draw;iag  all  rabt 
and  ord^ers,  for  eaeh  sheet  eoatainiag  binety  wotd^ 
19  cents ;  and  entering  ih«  saike,  for  each  ahee^ 
9 cents;  for  readipg  and  filing  every  report,  peti- 
tion, or  other  paper,  U)  cents ;  for  copiCB  e(  aU 
ruleSj  orders,  reports,  affidavits,  records,  and  pro- 
eaedwga,  for  each  sheet  containing  ninety  arord^ 
9  cents ;  fbr  every  sertifleale,  19  cents ;  ^  cnteiw 
ing  a  cause  for  heariag,  19)  cents ;  for  m^iBf;  or 
eeriifying  notes  for  the  eanses  that  stand  foe  beat- 
ing ;  for  groundinga  subpmaa  to  hear  jadgmcott 
for  each  caas^,  19  cents;  tea-  drawing  ev«y  de- 
cree, for  each  sheet  oeniaining  ninety  words,  19 
cedts ;  bat  no  record,  writiag,  report,  order,  or  pro- 
ceeding, to  be  inserted  tUernn,  wJxriuK,  or  in 
hmc  c«r&a,  shall  be  oompoiad  as  any  part  of  tueb 
dratight.  For  engrossing  every  decree,  incln ding 
all  reports,  orders,  aitd  otncr  proceedings,  tecorda, 
and  wriiinga  inserted  therein,  for  eaeh  sheet  coa- 
taiaiog  ninety  words,  and  iaelndiai  parchment, 
12)  cents;  for  entering  every  dismission,  50  cents; 
for  examinitig  and  signing  every  deere^  and  at- 
tending the  chaDceltor  to  gat  the  same  signed  by 
him,  91 ;  for  'searebiag  for  any  order  or  deere^ 
fw  every  year  io'  whicb  B<»h  search  is  nude,  six 
cents ;  for  entering  all  attachments  and  proclama- 
tions, 9  cents  for  each  person ;  for  entcnng  every 
amerceihetit,19ceou;  for  entering  an  appearance 
npOa  process  of  contempt,  li!) cents;  finengroaa- 
ing  all  depositions,  exhibits,  records,  and  plead- 
ings to  be  exemplified,  for  each  sheet  eon(«inug 
ninety  words,  9  cents. 

The  Clerk's  Fees.— For  sealing  every  writ,  K 
cents ;  for  drawing  and  engrossing  every  sQbpmna 
01  attaehmeot,  iodnding  paretiment,6^  eenls; 
for  drawiiig  all  other  writs  and  eommisdoBa,  when 
done  by  him,  for  every  aheet  containing  ninety 
words,  19  cents ;  and  engrossing,  when  done  br 
him,  for  each  sheet,  ineladiu  parchment,  18) 
cents}  for  entering  the  di&DUnt's  appeanac* 
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and  ceniBiMte  thireof,  and  HfTtDK  tbe  fame,  25 
cents ;  and  if  two  or  more  defeDdaiil*  appear  at 
one  lime,  do  more  than  one  Tee  for  enxtnag  and 
c«rtif;kig  ibeir  appearaQce  iball  be  allowed; 
for  oopiei  of  all  bills,  anaweri,  aii4  otliet  plead- 
ings whatBoeMr,  for  each  abeet^  couiainiag 
siaetf  words,  six  cents ;  for  loeetin;  to  seKte 
commimionen,  on  joiaiog  in  eommiuioii,  fltiv 
cea  t* ;  for  ererr  certiBeaM  Uial  pletdingi  an  filed, 
costs  of  coDt«nipt  paid,  or  other  matter  neces' 
sarf  to  be  certified,  twelre-and'S-balf  cents  J  for 
filing  every  bilk^  aiuwcr,  pie*,  rqilicattaa,  rejoin- 
der, demurrer,  or  other  pleading,  IS^  cents ;  for 
entering  a  rule  to  answer,  replf,  ot  rejoin,  or  other 
role  in  the  mie  book,  and  copr  thereof,  and  %mj- 
ing  on  the  clerk  of  the  opposite  parly,  35  cento  j 
for  entering  receipt  of  rnle  to  answer,  reply,  or 
rejoin,  or  other  rule  in  the  rale  bo^,  and  muing 
and  aetringa  copy  of  the  rtile  on  the  solicitor,  35 
cents  i  for  searching  for  anj  bill,  an*wer,  or  other 
pleading,  for  enry  year  in  which  each  Ecaieh  is 
made,  6  centi;  tor  attending  nnster  with' rule 
book,  on  taxing  casta,  SS  cents;  for  attending 
conrt  on  faaaring  with  the  pleadmga,  wbatber 
iher  arc  read  or  not,  SO  centa. 

The  Euniner's  Faes.-^For  taking  the  esami- 
nabon  of  eraiY  deponent,  for  each  sheet  oontaiit- 
ing  ninety  words,  3S  eenu;  for  making  a  &ir  copy 
of  tbe  same  on  paper  for  tbe  fritnew  to  sign,  for 
each  sheet,,  19  cents;  for  Mrltfying  ^vary  exhibit 
dtown  to  a  wilncM  on  hi«  eiaminatioB,  26  cWts; 
for  e«pie(  of  all  (kpasilions,  eifaihitsj  ftttd  inters 
rogatories,  wben  requirad,  for  each  sheei  oontaiO' 
in^  ninety  words,  12  cents ;  for  attending  conrt 
with  depoeiiiona  and  exbibiu,  ^l  >  for  administer- 
ing an  oath,  or  uking  an  affidavit  12  cent*  and  5 
mills. 

Tiie  Coapsel's  Feea.— For  a  reuintns  fee  in 
each  eattte,  93  76  cants ;  bnt  a  retaining  fee  shall 
not  be  taxed  Or  albwed  to  thq  some  person  both 
a*  cowKsdlor  and  solicitor  in  the  Mfae  cause ;  for 

KNuing  and  etgning  every  hill,  answer,  )^ea, 
moirer,  and  other  special  pleadings,  interroga- 
toriw,  awl  exeeptiam,  if  not  done  fiy^the  person 
acting  as  sdidtor  in  the  Mine  can«e,  $2  50  eents ; 
for  avafy  tnotioH  of  canrae  before  the  chaneotlor, 

50  centa;  bat  no  motion  to  b«  allowed  for  com- 
mon prooeas,  not  fat  rale*  to  answer,  reply,  rejoin, 
produce,  or  examine  witnenee,  or  for  pHblicaiion 
or  the  like,  which  are  to  be  issued  at  entcied  of 
course  by  the  clerks;  for  erery  special  motion,. 

51  25  cents ;  for  arguing  arery  pfea  or  demtirrer, 
$3  75  cents;  tat  arguing  before  the  master  upon 
excepiiona,  or  other  special  matter,  93  SO  cents; 
for  argwng  before  the  ohancellot  upon  petition  or 
foceeptioas,  $2  SO  oeati;  for  argoing  upon  the 
final  hearing  of  any  causa,  05 ;  bnt  no  cost  to  be 
taxed  for  more  than  one  couaatl  in  the  same 

The  Solicitor^  Feeet— For  a  retaining  fee  in 
every  eauee,  $3  60  centa ;  hut  when  the  same  par- 
son acts  as  solicitor  and  counsel,  no  retainiuK  fee 
to  be  allowed  a*  loliciuii  t  for  drawing  every  bill, 
awwer,  plea,  demurrer,  repltaaiion,  rejoiDder,  in- 
lerroga lories,  exceptions,  and  other  proceedings, 
for  each  sheet  containing  ninety  words,  IS  cents; 


it  Dpoa 
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but  no  record,  writiag,  report,  order,  or  proeead- 
tug,  to  be  inserted  therein,  vervatin,  or  hacvtrba, 
shall  be  computed  as  any  pert  of  snob  draught: 
for  all  engrossmente,  ineloding  parchment,  12^ 
cents  tor  each  sheet  coniaining  ninety  words^ 
compQiing  all  records,  writings,  reports,  orders^ 
and  proceedings  inserted  therein,  and  all  copicsoik 
paper,  6  centa  for  each  shetit  as  aforesaid ;  for  at-, 
tending  the  •chancelkir'On  peuiion,  60  cents;  for 
attending  the  court  upon  hearing  upon  every  ar- 
gumeni,  (1  36 ;  for  attending  the  register  n-  - 
drawing  decretal  order,  60  c  '  " 
the  chancetlot  upon  every  c 
cents;  for  aiteoding  upon  every  special  moiioQ 
when  argued,  76. cents;  for  serving  every  order, 
19  cents ;  for  giving  notice  of  tbe  examination  of 
a  witness,  either  before  the  examiner,  or  ■  master, 
or  commissioners,  25  calls ;  tor  drawing  iastttie- 
titHis  for  the  esamiaaciDD,  ^  cente;  for  abbreria- 
ting  every  bill,  answer,  and  other  pleadings,  and 
depaaitioas,  and  aihibjts,  3  cents  tor  each  sheet 
containing  ninety  wordsj  for  drawing  brief  for 
connsel,  19  cents  for  each  sheet  containing  ninety 
words,  and  a  copy  thereof,  S  cents  for  each  sheet 
aeaforesaid;  for  arawtug  charge  or  disnbarge  be- 
fore  d  iflaster,  for  each  sheet  containing  ninety 
words,  19  centa;  for  attending  the  master  upon 
any  matter  referred  to  him,  SO  cents ;  for  attend- 
ing the  master  upoii  r  smbmons,  SO  cents;  fn 
attending  on  taxing  eosls)  50  eents ;  foT  copy  tt  a 
bill  of  coats,. lobe  taxed  before  a  decree  made,  37^ 
cants;  after  a  decree,  76ceuts;  for  drawing  notice 
of  every  motion,  oopy,  and  eervice,  87^  cents. 

The  Fees  of  the  aergeant-at-Amta.— For  taking 
a  person  into  enstody,  91 !  for  mileage,  ftr  eacE 
mile  Ming  out  only  12^  Cents ;  for  the  retnra  of 
an  o^r  or  process,  12X  cents ;  for  attendance  at 
eraryfinal  hearing,  37|  cents ;  for  serving  erery 
sOmmoB*  to  attend  a  master  12^  cents;  for  taking 
bail  upoa  attachment  or  other  process,  75  cents) 
and  every  parson  in  coniempt,  before  being  dis- 
charged, shall,  besidcsother  fees,  pay  the  Sergeant- 
at-Arms  83  cents. 

In  the  Sapieme  Conrt. 
Fees  lo  the  ComiiMasiooar  in,  the  citj  of  New 
York  for  acta  done  by  bim  apperiaitHng  to  th« 
office  of  Chancellor  and  Judge  of  the  SnptaiiM 
Court — For  taking  bail,  37^  cents ;  for  altowiag 
every  writ  of  error,  writ  of  privilege,  AaSeoseorTMM, 
procederuJ^  certtemri,  or  prohibition,  37)  cents ;  fbr 
takieg  the  acknowledgment  of  saiistaeiioD  eat  of 
court,  37  i  cents;  for  taking  the  a  eknowledgiBent  or 
proof  of  a  deed  or  mortgage,  37^  cents— alease  aad 
release  lo  be  eouMdetedasoiM  deed;  for  admitting 
an  infant  by  euardiaa or  next  friend, 26 cents;  for 
taking  the  acknowledgment  of  a  ktiv  by  dedimut, 
50  eents }  for  examining  and  signing  tbe  inden- 
tures of  a  fin%  SO  cents ;  for  examining  and  sini- 
ing  tbe  earolmentt  of  the  several  parts  of  a  one, 
36  cents  ior  each  toll :  for  examining  and  ilgning 
the  earolmenlaof  a  recovery,  63i  cents;  for  ex- 
amining and  signing  the  esempliacaiion  of  a  fine 
or  recovery,  8Sf  ceils ;  for  takmg  an  affidavit,  12) 
cents ;  for  taking- acknowledgment  of  t  warrant 
of  BttMiney  for  levying  a  fine  or  suffering  a  reeov- 
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«r7.  or  to  |)rcweeate  ot  dffead  ■  ml  action  25 
«eau ;  for  aliawing  m  warrant  of  ■[tornef  in  oiher 
caB«s,  12^  ceot((  for  eTciy  Bitendance  at  his 
ehamoer  on  moiiog,  at  on  examiniog  a  wiiDPui, 
63^  cenis;  for  tjttj  order  or  certificate  upon  the 
■ct  coDcerninf  insolTenl  debton,  371  cenii;  for 
ererf  trarrant,  order,  report,  or  ceriintate,  or  ap- 
poinuoent  of  troiteea  Qpoo  tne  aci  relaiiTe  to  «d- 


the  iDpreme  eoort,  12} 

In  the  Oonrt  of  Grron  vaA  Supreme  Court 

CouDtel'i  Fees. — For  perosing  and  amending 
erery  special  pleadings  and  entry,  SI  25i  for  as- 
■isttQg  on  ipecial  maiioni,91  ^i  ^'>f  allending 
the  court  ot  erron  to  noalte  or  oppose  a  motiun, 
91  25 ;  for  uial  of  a  cause,  ot  arguing  a  demurrer 
ot  a  special  vetdicl,  or  in  error,  (3  75  j  but  no 
coats  iball  be  taxed  fbr  cauQseJ  in  any  cause  but 
where  counsel  is  actuall)'  employed,  and  ibea  only 
for  one  counsel. 

Attorney's  Fees.— For  a  reuining  fee,  (3  6S} 
ots ;  but  where  sereral  suit*  are  brought  upon  one 
boDd,Dote,i)t  bill  of  exchaDge,no  more  than  one  re- 
taining fee  shallbe  allowed,  nor  shallaiiT  reiajniiig 
fee  be  allowed  in  any  suit  upon  a  hail  bond,  or  to 
the  defeadaE)l'sattorney,gpDf)CMtfe*sing  judgment 
on  a  bond  by  virtue  01  a  warrant  of  attorney ;  fat 
drawingaoopy.ofa  warrant  of  attorney,  J2^  eel  ' 
for  BTery  term,  a  term  fee  of  62}  ceDts;  bui 
more  than  three  to  be  tJlowed  in  any  cause ; 
drawing  ^11  process  and  returns,  admissions  of 
guardians  or  next  friends,  all  recognisancesof 
pjeadiqgi,  adjournments,  suggestions,  special 
diets,  demurrer*  to  cTidence,  and  other  neceuaiy 
•ntries,  records,  bonds  to  prosecute,  and  afiidatits, 
19  cents  fpr  each  sheet  eoDtainina  sereoty-lwo 
words;  hut  no  record,  writ,  return,  pleading, bond, 
covenant,  ot  oiher  writing,  to  be  inserted,  verhatim^ 
or  in  lute  verba,  shall  be  computed  as  any  part  of 
draught;  for  engrossing  the  same,  including  parnh- 
ment  where  used,  and  computing  all  records, 
writs,  returns,  pleadings,  bonds,  covenants,  and 
Other  writing,  inserted  therein,  12}  cents  for  each 
•heel,  containing  feventy-iwo  words,  except  thai, 
foi  such  engrossments  as  were  foimerLy  Died  to 
be  made  on  paper,  there  shall  be  allowed  only  6 
oents  for  eacn  sheet ;  for  every  necessary  moiioD, 
6£}  cents ;  but  no  motion  to  be  allowed  «p«n  judg- 
ment by  coofessionn  by  virtue  of  a  warrant  of  at- 
torney, where  no  suit  isiirougbt  either  for  entering 
the  action,  orarule  to  pleAd;  for  every  attendance 
before  the  court  of  error*  in  order  to  make  a  mo- 


ioqueit,  or  assessment  of  damages  by  the  clerk, 
$1  60;  for  drawing  every  pofteo,  75  cents;  for 
■isning  demurrer,  special  verdict,  or  in  error,  93 
76;  for  drawing  a  brief,  and  a  copy  or  copiea 
thereof,  $1  12)  cents ;  for  drawiogup  a  judgment, 
75  cents ;  for  enleting  the  jadgment  on  the  roll, 
37}  cent*  ;  for  every  notice,  copy,  and  service  on 
the  opposite  party,  or  his  altaniey,  25  eenis :  for 
copy  and  service  of  notice  of  trial  on  the  clerk,  25 
eeota;  formakinganoteoflheusueforthejudgca, 


be  served  on  the  clerk,  with  a  copy  of  the  notice 

of  trial,  and  for  cop;f  and  service,  37}  cent*-,  fo» 

attendance  on  balloting  or  sirikinga  jury,  or  both, 

._.  ienls;  for  attendanceon  examimnga  witness 

out  of  court,  25  cenb ;  for  attendance  on  taxioga 

bill  of  costs,  25  cenU ;  for  serving  a  certified  coi^ 

'  1  rule,  or  a  copy  of  a  dcclorniion,  with  ncett^ 

f  copy  of  a  nils  to  plead,  id  cents ;  for  co^  of 

ill  of  cost*  (o  be  lued,  delivered  to  the  ofqio- 

i  party  or  his  attorney  ;  if  before  ioaiie  joined 

judgment,  37}  cents  ;  if  after,  75  ccntsj  and 

more  than  one  W"' -' ' "— "  ' ' 


it  of  executiDn  shall  be  taxed 


inses. — For  sealing  a  writ,  entering  the  aaM 
filing  the  precipe,  and  enteting  on  the  docket,  ISl 
filing  a  declaration  or  othet  plending,  12i 
entering  an  appearance  or  default,  12} 
cent*  I  entering  every  rule,  19  cents,  a  centfied 
copy  of  a  rule  when  required,  12}  cent* ;  every 
eport  of  damages  assessed  bv  him  S'  >  entering 
very  nonsuit,  19  cents;  calling  and  swearing 
every  jary,25  cents;  entering  the  return  of  a  wnt 
andfiliog  the  writ,  12}ceuts;  filing  a  writ  of  error, 
habeas  corTnis.  or  cerdorori,  with  the  retnm  there- 
of, 12}  cents;  awearing  each  witness,  6  cents; 
swearing  a  constable  to  attend  a  jury,  6  cents; 
readiogevery  writinggivNi  in  evidence,  12} cents ; 
filingevery  toll,  12}  cents;  docketing  a  jadgment, 
25  cents;  taking  a  verdict  and  entering  the  some 
in  the  minates,  19  cent*;  entering  a  jndRmeni,  19 
cents  ;  entering  or  filing  a  ntr^jrit  or  diseontin- 
UBOce,  12}  cents;  drawing  and  cngrdssing  exem- 
plifications of  records,  for  each  sheet  amtminiag 
seventy-two  word*,  12}  teals;  fot.ebpteaof  re- 
cords and  pleadiosa,  for  each  sheet  contawin^  acr- 
enty-two  words,  0  cents ;  attending  and  strikios  % 
special  jury,  and  delivering  acopy  of  the  poitelto 
each  party,  75  cents;  copies  of  records  to  be  re- 
turned upon  writs  of  error,  for  each  sheet  sontam- 
ing  seventy-two  words,  12}  cents ;  filing  an  ofi- 
davit  or  otber  pnper  on  request,  9cenu ;  uttering 
satisfaction  on  recotd,  19  cents ;  searehiiw  the  re- 
cords in  any  one  year,  12}  cents,  and  (or  everr 
other  yenr  in  whichsenrch  is  made,  3  cents;  senreb- 
ing  for  ajudgment,  for  every  term  in  which  snch 
search  is  made,  6  cent* ;  entering  Donfesaion  of 
lease,  entry,  and  oustet,  19  cents ;  reading  nnd  ot- 
tetingapoetea,  25ceDts;  sweatring  each  witneoa 
to  a  willj  12}  cents;  drawing  the  proof  of  wills 
and  codicils,  for  each  sheet  containing  aerenlr- 
two  words,  19  centst  recording  a  will  or  codicil, 
nod  the  proof  a*  by  law  directed,  19  eenn  for  each, 
sheet  cantainiog  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight 
words:  and  for  copies  thereof^  when reqnind,  12^ 
cents  for  each  sheet  oontainiiig  one  hundi«d  and 
twenty-eighlwonis;  examining  aodsignin^n  note 
of  a  fine,  12}  cents ;  exntniDtng  and  signtog  the 
indenture*  of  a  fine,  37}  cents;  ipaking,  enteriM, 
and  endotsiof  eaeh  proclamation  t)i  a  fine,  37} 
cents;  attending  and  examining  the eiiKrfn>et)t<tf 
the  sereral  parts  of  a  fine,  63}  ecnts ;  examining 
and  signing,  and  aflSxing  the  seal  to  the  ezempU- 
Seation  of  a  fine  or  recovery,  63}  cents ;  siting 
ajodgmeiu,25  cent*;  and  (axing  erery  bill  « 
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Aa*  qT  Oghen  q^  ataU  Conrta. 


Fe«9  or  the-  Clerka  of  Ui«  Saprpme  Coart  in 
erimiDal  canMi,  (,not  capital,)  where  the  lerTJce  w 
doDe  at  the  re^DCEt  of  ine  defeadaDt,  but  no  fees 
to  be  allowed  in  any  other  case*. — For  eaterin^ 
an  appearance,  13^  eenla ;  emeriDg  the  discharge 
ofa  penen  upon  iMil,  12^  cent* ;  entering  an  im- 
parlance, IS}  ceoti ;  entering  or  filing  a  plea,  12} 
ocDtB ;  raadiog  a  record  or  otber  writing  giren  in 
evidence,  IS}  cents ;  swearing  a  witneHs,  6  cents; 
respiting  a  recogusaoce  6  cents  ;  takinga  recog- 
•ance  in  court,  and  en fering  thereof,  STiceniB; 
copies  of  all  indictmetita,  informs  t  ions,  and  plead- 
ings when  reqaired,  for  each  sbeei  of  seTenty- 
two  word*,  9  cents ;  entrring  a  relinquishmeni  of 
%  plea,  12)  eenla  1  entering  a  submission,  12} 
cents;  erery  snbpcmta  for  witDessea^  S§  cents;  en- 
tering an  order  or  rale  of  court,  19  cents ;  a  copy 
of  an  order  or  role  of  court,  12}  cents;  taking 
and  enieriag  a  Terdiet  when  for  the  defendant,  16 
cents;  tatiog  and  copying  a  special  Terdiet,  for 
each  sheet  containing  serenty-two  words,  19 
cents  ;enteriDgajadgineQtrordcrendant,'25  cents; 
readingand  entering  theallawanee  ofa  pardon  or 
warrant  of  noOe  prosequi,  or  cenat  prwxtng,  37} 

Fees  of  the  respective  Cterin  of  the  Circuit 
Courts  and  BiHings. — For  entering  in  the  jndge'i 
book  evet^  cauM  noticed  for  trial,  35  eenla ;  fiUog 
every  nin  pn'u*  record,  12}  cents  ;  entering  every 
rale,  19  cents;  a  copy  of  a  nTe,  13}  cents;  enter- 
ing coBfeMion  of  lease,  entry,  and  ouster,  19 
cents ;  for  calling  and  swearing  a  jnry,  26  cents ; 
swearing  eaeh  vitneis,  6  cents ;  swearing  a  eon- 
■taMe  loattebd  a  jnr^,  6  cents ;  reading  every  deed 
and  writing  given  in  evidence,  13}  cents;  filing 
a  plea  or  bill  of  exeeptiona,  13}  cents;  copieethere- 
at,iai  each  sbeei  containing  seventy -two  words,6 
cents ;  taking  and  entering  a  Terdiet  19  cents ;  a 
certified  copy  of  the  minutes  ofa  tneli  96  cents ; 
eopiea,  if  reqaired,  of  original  writing  read  in 
evidence  on  the  part  of  the  defendaai  in  oases  of 
apecial  verdict  or  demurrer  to  evidence,  9  cents 
for  each  aheet  containing  seventy-two  words ;  en- 
tering every  nonsuit,  19  cents;  enteringevery  ap- 
pearance 6r  dehnlt,  12}  cents ;  and  92  SOineaeb 
cause  noticed  for  trial,  and  not  couniernianded  in 
doe  time,  in  lien  of  all  travelling  ehargee. 

Fees  of  the  Clerk  of  each  Cironit  C^art  in  the 
Oyer  and  Terminer  and  Qenara!  Jail  Delivery. — 
For  entering  an  ajipearanee,  12}  eenis;  a  sub- 
KBBai,  25  cents ;  entering  an  order  of  rale  of  court, 
30  cents ;  a  copy  of  an  order  or  rule  of  coart,  18} 
eents ;  entering  a  tioJfe  proaegiri  or  ceend  procMftM, 
20  cents ;  reading  aad  entering  an  allowance  of  a 
pardon,  25  Cents;  swearing  a  witness,  e  cents; 
reading  every  p«)ier  given  m  evidence  12}  cents ; 
reapittug  a  recognisance,  6  cents ;  discharging  a<le- 
fendani  by  proclamation,  13}  cants;  eniering  dfa- 
fandant'a  eonfraaion,  13}  ceatsj  entering  or  filing 
defendant's  plea,  12}  cants ;  lakmg  a  reeognisaDce, 
37}  cents  I  entering  relinquishment  of  plea,  13} 
eenta  1  taUBig  and  entering  verdict  when  foi'  the 
defmaant,  20  eeota ;  taking  and  entering  special 
verdici,  fot  each  sheet  containing  seventy-two 
words,  30  cents  j  eoptes  of  records,  indictments, 
inibrmatiotu,  and  pieadings,  whan  required,  lax 


each  sheeteonlaining  seventy-two  words, 9 cents; 
iiering  allowanee  of  habeat  eorput,  writ  of  error, 
certiorara,  and  rettnning  the  same,  50  cents. 
SheriB^s  Fees  in  the  SupremeCoori. — For  serv- 
ing a  writ,  66  cents;  every  mile  going,  only  6 
cents,  to  be  computed  in  thecoantjr  of  Tiofrafrom 
the  bridge  comrnooty  called  Naoticoke  bridge,  in 
the  town  of  Union,  and  in  every  other  eonntj 
from  (he  sheriff's  place  of  abode,  except  where  it  la 
otherwise  filed  by  law;  abailbond,ara  defendant's 
appearance eadorsed,  37}  cents;  returning  a  writ, 
irserved,I3}  cents ;  every  demand  ofa  d^endan^ 
upon  an  exigent,  and  every  proclamation  upon  a 
writof  proclamation,  or  in  a  real  action,  12}  cents; 
snmmoning  a  jury,  91  i  a  copy  of  the  panel  of  in- 
rors,  13}  cents  ;  serving  an  execution  for  or  under 
two  hnodred  and  fifty  dollars, 2  cents  and  4  milb 
per  dollar;  and  for  every  dollar  more  than  two 
hnndred  and  fifty,  1  cent  and  2  milU ;  the  pound- 
age on  writs  at  fieri  faeiat,  and  all  other  wriia 
for  levying  moneys,  to  be  taken  only  for  the  sntn 
levied ;  adVertisIng  lands  or  tenements  for  sale  on 
any  execution,  ti  67},  to  be  recovered  in  like 
mannv  as  his  poundage;  and  half  that  sum,  if 
such  execution  bfe  stayed'  or  settled  sfteradverlia- 
i»g  and  before  the  sale ;  and  no  ftirlher  sum  shall 
be  demanded  fur  eoniinniiig-  sach  advertisement 
more  than  six  weeks';  for  serving  a  writ  of  poe- 
'estitntion,  without  the  aid  of  the  posse 
.   .__  ,  •!  26;  and  with  the  aid  of  the  poase 

comitatui,  (3  76 ;  and  mileage  for  every  mile  from 
the  place  fixed  by  lax,  6  cents;  every  person 
committed  to  prison,  37}  cents ;  discharging  every 
person' from  prison,  37}  eenta;  bringing  np  a 
prisoner  by  habeat  corpui  in  civil  canses^  $1  50; 
and  mileage  for  every  mile  from  the  jftil,  12} 
cents;  exeCTitiBg  a  writ  of  inquiry,  summoning 
the  jury  for  that  pnrpose,  and  returning  the  Inqni- 
$1  50;  attending  a  view,  gl  87}  per  day; 


and  going  and  returning,  SI  25  per  day ;  attend- 
ing with  a  prisoner  before  a  judge,  on  his  being 
surrenilered  by  his  bail,  and  for  receiving  the 
prisoner  in  custody,  81;  summoninf^  the  jury  to 
inqutte  of  a-  fbrcible  entry  or  detainer,  t^SOj 


jnqntte  of  a-  fbrclble  entry  c 
copy  of  every  writ,  when  demanded,  1 
serving  an  attachment  asainst  the  estate  of  an 
absconding  or  abseiit  dentor,  so  much  as  the 
judge  who  issued  the  warrant  shall  certifv  to  be 
reasonable ;  serving  a  notification  issued  oy  the 
comptTDlter  on  any  person  to  account  for  muoera 
received  to  the  use  of  the  people  of  this  State,  tho 
like  fees  as  oo  serving  common  process;  and  all 
services  done  by  them  in  their  offices  for  the  pub- 
lic, whether  in  the  supreme  court  or  elsewhere^ 
the  like  fees  as  are  allowed  for  the  like  services  in 
causes  between  private  parties;  Prmided,  That 
DO  sheriff  shall  be  allowed  any  fee  for  the  aervioe 
or  execution  of  any  mesne  process  returnable  on 
the  first  day  of  any  term,  unless  the  same  shall  be 
reibmed  daring  such  term,  nor  on  any  suoh  pro- 
cess returnable  on  any  subsequent  day  ofaof 
term,  unless  the  same  shall  be  returned  within 
twenty  days  after  the  return  day. 

The  Crier's  Pe«  in  the  Supreme  Coffrt.— For 
calling  every  action,  9  cents ;  ringing  the  bdl  for 
each  action  in  court,  12}  cents;  calling  the  jnry, 
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Aw  i4  Ofictrw  tf  atiOt  OmrU. 


ioK  a  witoest,  8  eenu;  making 
lEs  diichMge  of  an^  person,  9 


12}  ceois 
procIaniBE 

cent!}  calliDg  (he  plaiDiiffoo'a  DODsuit,  9 , 

calliDE  the  dafendaBt  OD  a  defauIt,Scenu;  call' 
ing  tbe  defeodaDt  on  a  recogDuance,  9  ceaci; 
OTerv  pioelaraaiioB .  upon  a  fine,  9  cenu. 

Tbe  JHror"!  Feei  in  ifae  Supreme  Court,  Cii- 
cuit  Conrti  and  Bittiogi. — For  every  juror,  in 
each  acttoD  in  which  he  is  iworn,  IS}  cent*,  if  iu 
the  citf  aod  county  of  New  York ;  and  in  any 
other  city  or  county,  25  cents  j  every  juror  com- 
ing to  and  BitendJDg  a  view,  and  raiurnios,  75 
cent*  per  day ;  every  struck  juror,  or  juror  from 
a  foreign  county,  coraiog  to  and  attending  at 
court  and  returning,  75  cent*  per  day. 

Fee*  to  the  Attorney  Oeneral. — For  his  ser- 
TioeaDD  ocGMioni  where  he  mav  attend  on 'behalf 
of  the  people  of  this  State,  withom  the  Sute  of 
Hew  York,  at  the  Tet&of  t£  90  per  day,  beside* 
all  char^  for  expenditures  and  disbunements 
necessarily  iocurtea  by  him  in  or  about  tbe  pro- 
Mcution  or  defence  of  any  actioa,  ri([ht,or  claim, 
in  which  iha  people  of  this  State  may  be  inter' 
(■ted  ;  and  the  like  sum  per  day  for  hu  sefviee* 
in  attending  any  court  of  oyer  and  terminer  any 
jail  delivery  in  any  county  of  this  Sute,  other 
than  the  city  and  eountyof  this  State,  other  than 
tbe  city  and  county  of  New  York,  at  tbe  request  of 
tbe  person  admiuisterins  the  government  of  this 
Slate,  or  of  a  jufi^e  of  the  stipreme  conrt. 

Fees  10  the  District  Attorneys.— For  drawing 


every  precept  and  evary  indietmenl,  iqcluding. 
such  as  may  Iw  prepared  "by  the  dirMtion  of  ibe 
grand  jury,  alioough  ailerwards  not  finally  agreed 


o  by  them,  at  tbe  court  of  oyer  and  terminer 
jail  delivery,  aqd  general  seuions  of  (he  peace.  19 
cent*  for  drawing  per  folio;  and  for  angrossiiw, 
13^  cents  pet  folio  J  process  of  subpcsaa  actually 
made  out  and  issued,  25  cents  for  every  subpceoa; 
for  procesK  actually  made  out  and  issued  to  bring 
ia  the  defendants,  25  cenu  on  each  indictment ; 
arguing  the  matter  where  (he  defendant  shall 
aabmit,  %\  25  cents^  every  trial.or  arguing  a 
demurrer,  or  in  oppositioa  to  a  motion  in  arrest  of 
judgment,  in  the  court  of  oyer  and  terminer  or 
jail  delivery,  and  general  seetions  of  the  peace, 
S4;  the  proceedings  in  outlawry  flS  59  cents 
forcacfa  defendant  outlawed;  and  at  Ibe  rate  of 
15  cents  per  mile,  to  be  computed  from  their  re- 
spective places  of  reudence,  for  going  to  and 
returning  from  each.courI  (hey  shall  attend;  a 
transcript  certified  into  the  court  of  eichequer,  35 
cents  for  each  defendant  named  therein ;  makiikg 
up  a  record  by  order  of  a  judge,  19  cents  fOr  the 
draught,  and  12^  cents  lor  (he  copy,  for  each 
sheet  cootaioiDg  seventy-two  words,  and  the  like 
compensation,  if  made  up  at  the  instance  of  a  de- 
fendant, but  then  ;o  be  paid  for  by  sOch  defeudaDt ; 
and  for  their  services  at  any  court  al  which  (he 
aUorney  general  shall  also  attend,  at  the  request 
of  the  person  admlBisEcring  the  goverampot  of 
this  Sute,orB  judge  of  the  supreEoe  court,  15  for 
every  day  they  shall  so  attend. 
In  the  Court  of  ComnKni  Pleas  and  Mayor's  Covrt 
Fees  to  the  First  Judge.— For  a  license  lo  an 
'  attwney,  $1. 


Fees  to  the  Roeorder  in  the  s 
Courts. — For  the  first  moiioB  in  every  eanae,  75 

.Fees  to  be  divided  among  the  Judge*  who  arc 
present  when  (he  serrica  ia  done, — For  tbe  first 
motion  in  every  eauaa  in  the  court  of  eoaunoa 
pleas,  37}  cent* ;  admittiitg  a  pmon  lo  praeiiN 
a*  an  attoroay,  1  87}  eenisi  admittioga  g^ari^as 
on  (he  act  for  the  partition  of  land*.  2&  crnb. 

Fees  to  be  paid  to  the  Judge.  Hayor,  at  R*- 
corder,  who  does  the  service. — For  admiuiogan 
infant  by  guardian  M  next  friend,  19  e«ata;  tak- 
ing bail  in  his  own  court.  25  ccbI*;  ia  the  sn- 
preme  court,  37}  cents;  taaing  aeknowladgn^ 
of  satisfactioD  oat  of  court,  13}  ceuu;  utesdiiig 
or  showing  eause  of  action,  or  other  sjpeeial  mat- 
ter out  of  court,  25  oeai* ;  tiking  an  affidarit,  IS} 
'lowing  «  warrant  of  attorney,  12}  o 

jd  drawing  ac' '"' " 

a  deed  of  tDortgagn,  lea 
ered  a*  on*  deed,  37}  oents ;  a  certi&caie  or  order 
ooncetning  an  insolvent  debtor,  37}  ceat* ;  im  ft 
warrant,  order,  report,  certificate,  or  appoisUn^t 
of  trustees,  ia  porsiHDaeaf  the  act  oOBcerninga^ 
scondiog  and  absent  debion,  37}  cents ;  signiag 
a  judgment,  13}  eania ;  taxiu  a  bill  of  eosb,  ^ 


ts  ;  but  BO  judgment  ihaU  be  sipad 


jHdge  of  aay 


tioo  of  c( 

Fees  of  JtisrisM  of  ibe  PeMW.— For  a  ^eoept 
to  samrooa  a  jury  to  inquire  of  a  forcible  «atry  or 
detainer,  37}  oeataj  admiaiateriag  an  oath,  12} 
cents;  swearing  a  jory  lo  inqni;«  of  a  foreible 
ootry  or  detainer,  S5  eents  j  a  preeept  to  sBmaia* 
ajury  to  try  a  travarae  oT  the  forca, 37} cenu ; 
swearing  a  jury  to  try  the  travarac,  25  cenu-, 
drawing  the  conviction  on  a  ibrcible  entry  o*  de- 
tainer, lit  a  wammiof  restitutioo,  37}ceata;  a 
miKiDUM  for  a  fine  or  JbrCeltura,  19  oenia;  a  war- 
rant against  any  person  for  a  btvaeh  of  the  peaea 
or  mrsdemeftuar,  19  eeats;  a  bond  or  rocogai- 
sai^ce,  35  cen(s )  a  summoBs  upon  a  penal  law,  18} 
cents;  drawing  a  ooariciioa,  37}oeaia;  awat- 
ran(  lo  levy  a  penalty,  19  flents. 

The  Attorney's  Feat  ia  the  Court  of  Commm 
Pleas  and  Mayo^  CoarL — For  a  retaining  fee, 
ts  50  cent* ;  but  where  aeverai  suits  are  broegkt 
upon  one  obligation^  note,  or  bill  of  ezebange,  no 
more  th^n  one  rrtauing  fee  shall  be  allowed,  nac 
Khali  any  retaining  fee  be  allowed  in  any  ski 
upon  a  hail  bond,  o^  to  the  defendant's  attorney 
upon  confessing  judgment  on  a  bond  by  virtue  iff 
a  warrant  of  attorney  \  for  a  warrant  of  attorney, 
12}  cents;  drawiag  a  copy  ofa  i^int,  IScenta; 
every  necessary  motion,  25  cents;  drawiag  a  decW- 
ration,  75 eents;  copy  of  ad>claralion,37}  eents; 
drawing  a  plea,  25BeBta;  copy  tbereol,13}  c«nia; 
drawing  all  otber  pleading^  12}  cents;  for  eaeh 
sheet  containing  seventy-two  wot^  and  foi  a 
copy  iheseof,  d'cenl*  for  each  sheet;  drawings 
writ  of  inquiry  and  copy,  01  13}  cents;  drawing 
every  notice  of  irialv  copy  and  serviee,  25  eents ; 
copyandservingouihejudgeer  judges,  12}  eenta; 
drawing  every  other  notice,  copy,  aiad  aerviee,  19 
cents ;  drawing  a  brief  for  a  tnw,  or  inqticst,  and 
copy,  75  ccAis  i  fee  on  trinl,  or  for  nrgning  denv 
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I  ipeoJB]  verdict,  S2;  fee  aa  ioqaest  or  «■- 
lest  of  damages  bytheolerk,  9^  ;  altendince 
on  a  Judge  ob  eiemining  a  witiMu,  or  ihowiDg 
eftoae  of  aolioD,  or  to  mitifate  bail,  or  other  ipe- 
eial  aMtter,  Sd  eeots ;  aitendance  oa  taxing  ctnis, 
SSeeDtt ;  copy  of  a  tull  of  coats  to  be  lazed  for  the 
iq^xirite  party  or  hi*  altoraey,  when  required,  S5 
ceota;  drawing  and  copy  of  record  of  judgmest, 
%l  50  cents. 

Feea  of  ihe  Clerks  of  the  Conn  rf  Connnpif 
Pleat  and  Mayors  Cotirt. — For  every  writ  of  CO* 

Ct,  eatering  the  action  and  seal,  2fi  eentiij  a 
i  given  by  the  plaintiff  10  prosecnie  when  ne- 
Denary,  26  eents ;  copy  of  a  declaration,  when 
nqoired,  37^  ceqia  ;  for  copies  of  all  aiher  plead- 
ings, when  required,  6  cetiis  far  every  sheet  of 
seventy-two  words;  filing  every  declaration  ot 
othsr  pleading  or  paper,  6  cents  ;  enlwing  a  r*- 
(r(M:{(,ordiwantinuBnce  or'salisfaetioB,  ISlceotb; 
entering  every  rule,  IS^  cents;  and  for  a  copy 
thereof,  when  rei]uired,  IS^  cents  ;  attefidin^  the 
atiikine  or  balloting  a  jury,  or  both,  and  nuking  a 
copy  of  tbe  panel  for  eicb  party,  60  oeata;  enter- 
ing an  sppearaace  or  defanli,  6  cents  ;  entering 
tlie  retnm  of  every  writ,  6  cents ;  and  fllling  the 
writ  6  cents  ;  drawing  special  bail,  wh^  he  does 
it,  lS^ce»W;  reading  and  entering  allowance  of 
Aobaoa  copfwt,  Vrit  of  error,  or  cerHarari,  and  for 
the  retnm  tbereof,  5(^eeiita ;  a  nemre  or  other 
jury  ptaeesa  and  seal,  37^  eetUa ;  ■  aubpcena,  S5 
cents ;  calling  a  panel  and  swearing  a  jary,  IB 
eeats;  awearing  eiich  wiincston  trtaJ,  6  eents; 
and  nreafing  a  nonstable,  6  cents ;  reading  every 
paper  giveq  in  evidfenoe,  6  eenu;  receiving  and 
enteric  a  verdict,  IS^crats;  entering  jadgnnit, 
13^  cants;  Mcling  a  writ  of  inqiitry,'19  oenta;- 
•vary  reptirt  of  danawe*  assessed  by  htm,  $1 1 
dmwinga  jary  and  nukinga  panel  at  the  instance 
of  the  aneri^  or  other  proper  officer,  on  jury  pro- 
cess^ 75  pents ;  making  and  retnrntng  a  bo<^  of 
freeholders  for  striking  a  jury,  $3  75  cents;  an 
execution  and  seal,  37^  cents ;  entering  recogni- 
sance of  bail  on  record,  26  cents;  drawing  and 
copy  of  a  reeordof  judgment,  when  done  by  him, 
fl  60  cents)  and  for  a  oopy  In  be  signed  when 
the  ntomey  makes  tbe  draught,  75  cenl« ;  search- 
ing tbe  records  in  anjr  one  year,  121  cents;  and 


cil^  6  cents;  docketing  a  jodgmeni,  13^ , 

filing  a  record  6  cents;  searcbing  for  a  judgment 
in  one  lerea,  J2^  cents ;  and  in  every  other  term 
in  which  such  search  is  made,  6  cents;  drawing 
tbe  proof  of  wills  Qr  codicils  IgJ  cents  for  each 
sheet  of  seventf-two  words;  recording  deeds, 
wills,  and  codiejls,  and  tfaeproof  thereof  required 
bylaw,  19  cents  for  each  sheet  fiontaining  one 
luindred  and  twenty-eight  words ;  and  for  copies 
thereof,  when  required,  12^  cenis  for  each  sheet 
nontaining  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  words; 
entering  or  registering  each  mortgage,  %l ;  enter- 
ing satisfaction  on  every  mortgage,  25  cents. 
,  And  the  said  clerk,  as  clerk  of  the  general  se>- 
nontof  the  peace,  shall  be  entitled  to  (he  same 
iM*  for  the  like  servioea  Is  he  ts«ititted  to  receive 
■•  detk  of  the  oyer  and  terminei  and  general  jail 


delivery  j  and  no  person  being  bound  by  recogni- 
sanee  to  appear  and  *nswer,ot  indieted  and  fined 
either  in  Ibe  sopreme  court  or  any  court  of  oyer 
and  terminer  and  jail  delivery,  or  general  session* 
of  the  peaee,  shall  be  discharged  until  such  per- 
1  shall  have  paid  the  fees  of  the  clerks  of  tbe 


Pleas  and  Mayor's  Court.— ^For  eetviog  a  wri^ 
37^  cant!  J  mileage  lobeeompnted  as  in  the  sti- 
premecoort,  6  ceotB,per  mile;  every  bail  bond, 
37^  cents;  returning  a  writ,  if  served,  9  centa) 
summoning  a  jnry,  75  cents;  a  copy  df  the  pan- 
nel  of  the  jnrors,  IS  cents ;  attending  a  view,  01 
25  cents  per  day,  and  goiitff  and  returning  Si  par 
day;  every  demand  ei  a  aefeodaat  upon  an  exi- 
gent, and  every  proclamation  on  a  writ  of  proela- 
mationor  inareal  action, 12i  cents;  for  serving  as 
exeenlion  for  orander  two  hundred  and  fifty  dol- 
lars, 6  cents  for  every  two  dollars  and  fif^y  cents ; 
■nd  for  every  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  more,  3 
oenit ;  [be  poandage  so  writs  of  fieri  facia;  and  at) 
other  writs  for  levying  money  to  be  taken  only  on 
theinmlerried  ;  for  servinga  wrilof  poeeession  or 
restiintioD,  with  the  aid  of  the  posbe  comitatns, 
92  50  cents ;  and  without  such  aid,  %\  85  cent* ; 
d  miteage,  going  only,  for  every  mile  from  the 


person  from  prison,  37}  ciais;  for  executing  a 
writ  of  inqairy,  summoning  the  jury  for  the  pnr- 
poae,  and  returning  the  inquisliipn,  ^\  50  cents ; 
for  attending  with  a  prisoner  before  a  judge,  on 
bis  being  surrendered  by  or  in  discharge  of  hia 
bail,  and  receiving  the  prisoner  into  custody,  SO 
cents;  for  copy  ^  every  writ,  when  demanded, 
12}  cenis ;  for  serving  an  attachment  against  tbe 
estate  of  an  absconding  or  absent  debtor,  so  much 
as  the  jtidge  who  issues  the  warrant  shall  cenUy 
to-be  reasonable. 

Pratitlai,  That  nosfaeriff shall  beallowed  anf 
fee  for. the  service  or  exeeuitoa  of  any  mesne  mo- 
oess  retnrnable  oa  the'  first  day  of  any  term,  no- 
less  the  same  shall  be  reiarned  dtiring  snob  term ; 
nor  on  any  saoh  procees  returnable  on  any  rnhse- 
queat  dayof  any  (arm,  unless  the  same  shall  be 
retqmed  within  twenty  days  after  the  return  dsy. 

The  Crier's  Fees  in  the  Conns  of  CootmoB 
Pleas,  Sessions,  and  Mayor's  Courts. — For  calling 
every  action.  9  cents;  for  calling  a  jnry,  13^ 
eents;  for  calling  and  swearing  a  witness,  8  cents; 
for  ringina  the  bell,  for  every  action,  9  cents;  for 
calling  a  defendant,  6  cents;  for  calling  aplaintifl^ 
on  a  nonsuit.  6  cents;  for  making  proclamation 
for  the  discharge  of  any  person,  6  cents ;  for  call- 
ingany  person  on  recognisance, 6  cents. 

The  Coroner's  Fees. — For  the  view  of  eaeh 


vice;  and  the  feea  of  the  coroner  for  taking  in- 
quests  in  each  county  shall  be  certified  by  atteaal 
two  of  the  stipervisors,  and  paid  by  the  treasurer 
of  ihe  county;  and  in  tbe  city  of  New  York,  the 
same  shall  be  paid  in  the  same  manaet  as  the 
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Olber  coDtiDgent  ehirges  in  the  aaid  city  sre  di- 
rected to  be  paid. 

The  Juror's  Fees  in  the  CommOD  Pleas  and 
HajoHs  CoarU. — For  BTiry  juror  sworn  in  e»cb 
action  in  the  roiyor's  court  of  the  ciljr  and  conntjr 
of  New  York,  12^  cenlsi  and  in  anv  other  coorl 
of  common  pleas  or  mayor's  court,  35  cents ;  for 
each  jnror  attendiog  a  Tiew,.60  cents  per  day; 


rerrsi 


£■ 


r,  75  e< 


The' Coostab Ik's  Fe«i. — For  setTioKa  warrant, 
19  cents ;  for  serving  a  sumpions,  12}  cents ;  for 
mileage,  for  erery  mile,  goigg  only,  6  eeois ;  for 
levying  a  fine  or  penalty  to  the  amount  of  two 
dollars  and  filiy  ceou  or  nader,  ISi  cenU ;  and  on 
all  lams  ahove  two  dollars  and  fifty  eeala  at  the 
rate  of  13}  cents  on  every  two  dollars  and  fil^y 
eents-;  for  taking  a  defendant  in  custody  on  a 
watHmtu,  IS}  eents;  for  conveying  a  person  to 
jail,  12}  cents,  if  within  one  mile,  and  for  every 
mile  more,  ffoing  only,  6  cfcnts. 

'Fees  of  ine  Court  of  Probates. — For  admidis' 
teringanoatti,  12}ceDts;  for  drawing  the  proof 
of  a  will  or  codicil.  19  cents  for  eaeli  sheet  con- 
taining one  hundred  and  iwenty-eight  words}  for 
the  probate  of  a  will  and  the  letters  testamentary 
thereon,  or  letters  of  admlDistTstion,  19  cents  fgr 
each  sheet  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight 
words;  for  affixing  the  seal  to  the  same,  75  cents; 
for  drawing  and  copy  of  bond  on  granting  letters 
of  administration,  ^  cents  ;  for  recording  wills, 
codicib,  and  the  proof  thereof,  and  letters  lesta- 
meatary,  and  letters  of  administratioii,  19  cents 
for  each  sheet  coottining  on&bundred  and  twen- 
ty-eight words;  for  anteriog  and  filing  a  careot, 
19  cents;  for  a  citation  to  witnesses,  or  for  any 
other  purposes,  including  the  seal,  75  cents  ;  for 
taking,  and  entwing,  and  filing  a  rennneiation, 
37}  cents;  for  filint  an  inventory,  12}  cents;  for 
aearching  the  reoords  in  his  office  in  any  one  year. 
19}  cents ;  and  for  every  other  year  in  which  sacli 
search  is  made,  6  cents ;  for  fitmg  a  petition,  12} 
cents;  for  making  and  entaring  every  order,  76 
aents ;  for  takiag  depositiant,  19  cents  ior  eaeh 
shMt  containinfi  one.  bandrad  and  twenty-eight 
words;  for  copies  of  all  records,  .depositions,  or 
other  pleadic{^  when  required,  12}  cents  for  each 
sheet  containing  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight 
words;  for  every  decree  or  sentence  in  suits  Tor 
legacies,  or  distributions,  or  order  for  the  sale  of 
aoy  real  estate,  S3  75  eeois;  for  an  exacution, 
91  25  cents ;  for  hearing  and  detwmining  where 
a  will  or  administration  is  contested  or  npon  ap- 
peal, 02  60  cents ;  for  the  sea)  to  exemplifications, 
75  cents. 

Faes  of  the  Surrogates. — For  admioisteriiig an 
oath,  12}  cents;  for  drawing  the  proof  of  a  will 
or  eodiou,  19  cents  for  each  sheet  coataiaing  one 
bandred  and  twenty-eight  words;  for  the  pro- 
bate of  a  will  and  letters  testamentary  thereon, 
or  letters  of  administtation,  19  cents  far  each 
sheet  containing  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight 
words ;  far  the  seal  to  the  same,  75  cents ;  for  the 
bond  upon  granting  Jetters  of  administration,  50 
eants;  for  recording  wills,  codicib,  and  the  proof 
thereof,  and  lettera  testamentary,  and  letters  of 
admioiairation,  19  ««nb  for  eaob  sheet  CDBtaining 


one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  words ;  for  enlo- 
ing  and  filing  a  caveat,  19  cents ;  for  filing  every 
petition  for  the  sale  of  any  real  estate,  13}  cenU; 
for  making  and  entering  every  order  thereoa,  75 
cents ;  for  every  decree  or  order  for  the  nfe  of 
any  real  estate,  $3  75  cents;  for  a  ciiation  far 
r  any  other  pnrp<^,  iochidinK  iba 
;  for  taking,  entering,  and  filiaga 


I  invcDtory, 


seal,  75  c        , 

rsnoncialioo,  37}  cents;  for  filing" an  inv«Dt 
13}  oents;  for  searching  the  records  in  his  M 
for  any  one  year,  12}  cents;  and  for  every  otner 
year  in  "which  said  search  is  made,  6  ceati;  tilt 
tabiag  depositions,  19  «ents,  each  sheet  ooniaiK- 
ing  one  hundred  and  iwenty-ei^t  word*;  for 
copies  of  records  or  depositions,  when  reqnited, 
12}  cents  for  each  sheet  containing  one  hondted 
and  twenty-eight  words;  for  hearing  and  detn* 
mining  where  a  will  or  adminiatratiaa  is  eon- 
tested,  t2  50  centa;  for  the  seal  to  ezempfifiea- 
tious,  75  cents;  but  no  fees  shall  be  demanded  or 
taken  by  any  sum^ate  in  any  ease  where  it  bhall 
appear  to  him,  by  the  oath  of  the  pnaon  ap^y- 
ing  for  tetters  testamentary  or  of  admiaisUattoa, 
that  the  goods,  chattels,  and  credits  of  ike  leda- 
lorot  intestate  do  not  exceed  the  value  of  ^37  SO. 

Witnesses'  Fees  in  thn  several  Courts,  aad  tba 
charges  of  summoning  ihem. — For  each  witaess 
attendiog  in  his  own  couaty,i35  ceats  per  day, 
besides  liili  reasonable  expenses;  for  altendi^f 
from  a  jb reign  connty,  and  coming  and  retntniag^ 
50  cents  per  day,  besides  his  reasonable  expenses; 
for  the  judge  of  the  court  of- probates,  tbe  Secre- 
tary of  State,  or  any  clerk  or  sarragateaiteBdiBg 
qn  sttbpoena  W'th  .wOls,  records,  or  othn  wntten 
evidence,  S'  25  cents  per  day ;  for  every  sorrcy- 
or,  for  going  to  and  returning  from  a  view,  and 
goiog  to,  attending  at,  and  .retnraing  from  the 
trial,  $1  25  cents  per  day ;  and  for  his  acinal  set- 
vie^  on  the  view,  $2  60  e^ts  perday  ■,  for  aeiT- 
tng.a  subpCBoa  00  each  witness,  12}  cents. 

Fees  to  be  paid  to  the  Secretary — Who  shall 
keep  an  account  of  such  fees,  and  exhilnt  the 
same  quarter-yearly  to  the  Comptroller  of  iSuA 
Sute,  who  shall  examine  and  file  the  saute  in  his 
office,  and  certify  the  amount  tbeteaf  to  the  treas- 
urer, and  the  said  Secretary  shall  pay  the  same  to 
the  treasurer: 

Fat  writioga  Gowat,  12}  cents;  for  searehiag 
the  records  in  his  office  for  any  one  year, IS} 
cents ;  and  for  every  other  year  in  which  nek 
search  is  made,  6  cents ;  for  copies  of  records,  IMt 
cents  for  each  sheet  containing  one  hondied  aaa 
tweQty-«ight  words;  for  every  .patent  for  laada, 
for  a  single  lot,  the  snm  of  eight  shillings;  fox 
each  patent  for  more  than  one  and  less  than  fow, 
the  sum  of  iwcl^e  shillings  fw  each  pateat;  for 
more  than  three,  and  less  than  nine  lots,  the  aom 
of  sixteen  shillings;,  and  for  each  patent,  for 
more  than  ei^ht  Jots,  thu  sum  of  twenty-font 
shillings;  which  fees  shall  be  paid  by  the  posoa 
□r  persons  in  whose  favor  any  patent  or  patents 
shall  issue. 

Sao.  3.  And  be  it  JiiHher  enacted,  That  no 
person  empowered  to  administer  oaths  shall  de- 
mand or  aim  any  fee  for  administering  tha  oaik 
of  allegiance  01  oaths  of  office  to  the  munbws  <£ 


dbyGoO^le 


1177 


APPENDIX. 


1178 


the  t<«gislalniv,  nor  more  tb*D  tweatr-Sre  cnli 
for  BdministeriDK  aach  oaths  to  any  officer. 

8bc.  3.  And  Se  iljitrther  enaded,  That  when- 
ever  tfae  tame  persoD  tfaall  act  as  attorney  and 
eonnBel,  6i  m  solicitor  and  counsel  la  the  tami 
came,  he  shall  not  be  entitled  for  the  nme  ser 
Yice  to  fees,  both  as  conasel  and  atlomer,  or  ai 
cDHDsel  aod  solicitor,  bat  shall  be  allowed  thi 
fees  of  comisel  only.  Id  the  coons  of  common' 
lair  and  chanceir,  for  the  partiaalhr  serTice  done 
as  conosel ;  and  the  fees  of  sii  -  Btiprnef  or  iolici- 
tor  only  for  ihe  particntu-  service  done  as  attor- 
ney or  solicitor,  aod  shail  not,  in  an^  such  ease, 
be  allowed  any  fees  for  attending  upon  or  con- 
anltia^  with  oonoSel,  or  fot  any  copies  of  papers, 
pleadings,  or  records,  for  eonosel. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  itfurlhtr  enacted,  That  if  any 
person  shall,  knowingly  or  Wilfully,  exaei  or  com- 
pel may  person  to  pay  for  any  of  the  servieea 
■foresaid  any  other  or  greater  ice,  siim  of  money, 
or  reward,  iban  is  hereinbefore  allowed  for  the 
■ame,  eTery  such  person,  opon  conriction  thereof, 
either  at  the  suit  of  the  party  grieved,  or  npon 
information  or  iodictmeot,  sbalt  pay  to  the  party 
grieTed  treble  damages,  and  sach  fine  to  ihfe  peo- 
ple of  the  Slate  of  New  York  as  the  court  ia 
irhich  such  coaviction  shall  be  had  shalt  think 

R roper  to  impose,  and  iball,  aUo,  if  an  officer,  for- 
Ht  aod  lose  his  offioe. 
Sac.  5.  And  be  it  Jvrther  enacted,  That  all 
former  acts  regulating  the  fees  of  the  Said  sererai 
officers  and  ministers  of  justice,  shall  be,  and  the 
aame  are  hereby  repealed. 


STATE  OF  NEW  JBHSBT, 
An  Act  to  rsgotate  Fees. 

Sbctioh  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  ihe  Cowiteil  and 
Oeneral  A$aemliiy  ^  thiM  State,.aiid  it  m  hereby 
enacted  bji  the  av&^ity  of  theiame,Thu  A  Aeei 
or  folio  shall  conlaia  one  hundred  woida;  and  in 
all  cases  where  an  eoify  of  any  writing  oi  copy 
is  to  be  paid  for,  the  said  sheet  shaU  ceosict.of 
one  htmdred  Words. 

Sbo.  a  And  be  it  enacted,  thai  the  officers  and 
persons  in  this  act  named  shaU  be  enliiled  to  de- 
mand and  receive,  for  the  lerTices  hereioarier 
mentioned,  the  fees  thereto  respectively  annexed, 
■od  no  more. 

The  Oovetnar.— For  a  licciue  of  marriage, 
hand  and  seal,  il  34j  for  the  seal  to  every  pro- 
bale  of  a  will  or  letter  of  administration,  ^1  20  ; 
for  erery  writ  of  error  or  other  original  writrW 
cents;  for  the  first  rule  in  every  cause  in  error, 

!(!;  for  every  jndgm«it  in  a.  cause  in  error,  $1; 
or  a  license  to  an  attorney  and  solicitor,  S3 ;  for 
a  liceuM  to  a  cooDiellor  at  law,  $3 ;  for  the  seal 
to  a  stterifiTs  cotomission,  91 ;  for  the  seal  to  a 
commisiion  for  a  clerk  of  any  court,  SI;  for  the 
seal  to  ewry  certificate,  exemplificaiton,  ar  other 
paper,  SI  20. 

Few  of  Iha  Uonrt  of  Emn. 

The  Clerk's  Fees.— For  reading  and  Sling  the 

writ,  return,  and  record,  34  cents ;  for  filing  every 

affidavit  or  other  proceeding,  13  eents ;  for  enter- 


ing every  rule,  SO  cenle;  for  every  certified  copjr 
ofa  rule,  20  cents ;  for  entering  every  appeaiv 
anee,  IS  cents ;  for  entering  every  judgment^  25 
eents ;  for  entenog  every  judgmeniaod remtOitar 
«n  the  roll,  for  each  sheet,  12  cents ;  for  the  seal 
to  anv  Teeord  or  process,  60  eents ;  for  copiA  of 
reeoras,  pleadinss,  aod  oiber  proceedings,  for  each 
sheet,  9  cents;  for  taxing  a  bill  of  costs,  50  ceo  Is. 
the  Fees  of  the  Secretary  of  this  State.— For 
every  order,  warrant,  at  certificstej  under  the 
Oovemor's  band  and  aeal,  countersigned  by  the 
Secietary,  40  centa ;  for  entering  deeds  and  other 
writings  on  the  record,  for  each  sheet,  5  cents ; 
for  every  copy  of  the  same,  and  othn  papers  in 
his  office,  for  every  sheet,  S  cents ;  for  ■  commis- 
sion for  a  sherifi^  Ql  34;  for  a  commisaioa  for  a 
clerk  in  any  court,  $1  34;  for  seerching  the  rec- 
ords, for.  every  book,  7  eents ;  for  a  ticeniie  to  an 
attorney  and  sblieitor,  $3 ;  for  a,  license  to  a  coun- 
sellor at  law,  S3 ;  and  for  every  other  commission 
to  be  paid  by  the  treasurer  of  this  State, 25  cents; 
for  drawing  a  certificate  to  psta  under  the  great 
seal  or  eny  other  seal,  and  engrossing  the  same, 
for  each  sheet,  13  cenle. 

.   Fees  of  the  Prerogstiva  OfGce. 
- .  For  engtossio^  a  last  testament  and  will  and 

Ktobate,  for  each  sheet,  12ceni&i  for  engrossing 
Iter*  of  administration,  for  e^b  sheet,  12  cents; 
for  recording  last  testaments  end  wills,  and  letters 
of  administration,  lor  each  sheet.  8  cents;  for 
filing  ever^  last  testament  and  will,  IQ  cents ;  for 
recaidiog  inventory,  for  each  sheet,  S  cents ;  for 
filing  inventory,  8  cents ;  for  every  bond  taken  in 
the  office,  34  cents;  for  every  marriage  license, 
SI  SO;  for  entering  and  filing  caveat,  20  cents; 
for  searching  the  records  for  tmf  one  year,  12 

'Fees  of  the  Prerogative  CodtI 

The  Ordinaiy.— For  making  every  order  at 

role,  SI;  for  the  seal  t(k citation,  moaition,  or 

process,  50  cents ;  for  hearing  and  determining 

every  appeal,  S4- 

The  Roister.— For  drawing  citation,  moni- 
tion, or  process,  $1  i  for  entering  every  order  or 
rule  of  court,  2D  cents ;  for  copy  thereof,   14 

for  entering  Bod  filing  appeal,  30  cents; 

g  every  petition,  pleading,  or  other  paper, 
14  cents ;  for  reading  the  same,  14  cents. 
Fees  of  the  Conit  of  Cbaneeij. 
The  Chancellor's  Fees.-'-For  »etl  to  erery  com- 
on  writ,  40  eents ;  for  every  opinion  or  onler  on 
petition  «r  motion  controverted  and  argued  in 
nrt,  $1  34;  for  every  order  on  petition  out  of 
court,  66  cents;  for  every  common  motion,  76 
cents ;  for  every  diimissiDn  of  a  bill  for  want  of 
proeectitioB,  SI  34 ;  for  ^ery  decree,  SB  SO. 
The  Fees  of  Masters,^— For  everv  summons, 
I  oenis;  for  copy  of  all  chirges  and  discharges 
broogfat  before  tne  mister,  end  schednling  wri- 
linga,  for  each  sheet,  10  cents ;  for  every  report  in 
pursuance  of  an  order  made  upon  bearing  a  cause, 
$1  34;  for  every  other  report  made  upon  petilioa 
or  motion  only,  67  cents;  for  drawing  every  re- 
port, Ivt  each  sheet,  14  cents ;  swearing  •  defend- 
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20  c< 


wei  01  plea,  or  taking  &u  kffid&vit, 

Clerk's  Feet.— For  eoteriag  saCion.^O  cents; 
for  enteiiDg  appeanice  of  the  defenttani,  BO  cis. ; 
for  filing  everf  bill.  Rnawer,  plea,  Teplicaiion,  aad 
other  pleading,  and  sTery  aSJlavLi,  petition,  repoil, 
esamiaalioD,  aepofitioa,  or  other  paper.  12  centi ; 
for  copjr  of  the  sapie,  for  each  she«^  8  cenii ;  for 
entering  rule  to  answer,  reply,  or  other  role  in  a 
cause,  20cent«)-for  copy.thereofj  12  cents;  for 
Marching  for  any  bill,  answer,  pluding,  or  other 
paper,  for  every  year  in  which  laoh  search  in  ipade, 
8  cents;  for  entry  of  erery  dismission,  50  eents; 
for  erery  comiaisiion  lo examioe  witnesses, SI  34; 
foe  entering  a  causa  lor  i^rgument  oi  hearing,  50 
cents ;  for  swearing  every  witness  8  cents ;  for  at-, 
ten^u^  court  on  argnsieDl  or  hearing  with  the 
bill,  answer,  pleadings,  and  other  docuofents  and 
papers  filed  in  tiie  cause,  50  Denis  i  for  reading 
arery  bill,  answer,  or  other  pleading,  document, 
or  paper  on  argument  or  heariat,  SO. cents;  for 
moaev-  brought  into  court  hy  order,  and  lodged 
with  nira,  alter  the  rate  of  one  cent  per  dollar. 

Examiner's  Fees.— Taking  the  eiaiaination  of 
erery  witness,  for  each  sheet,  20  cents;  certifying 
every  exhibit  shown  to  i.  witness,  30  cents. 

Fees  of  Solicitor  and  Counsil.— For  a  retain- 
ing fee,  93;  drawing  every  bill,  answer,  plea, 
demurrer,  replication,  and  of  her  pleading,  and 
drawing  exceptions  «nd  Other  proceedings,  for 
each  sheet,  30  cents;  engroasinK  the  same,  for 
each  sheet,  10  cents ;  drawing  and  engrossing  ev- 
erv  snbpcena  or  aiiachmedc,  70  cents;  drawing 
other  process  or  writs,  for  each  sheet,  SO  cents ; 
drawing  notice  of  every  motion,  oopy,  and  set- 
Tioe,  40eei)tB;  every  motion  of  course,  60 cents; 
kut  no  motion  to  be  allowed  for  common  process, 
nor  for  rules  to  answer,  reply,  or  the  like,  which 
are  to  be  entered  of  course  by  the  clerk ;  every 
f  pecial  motion,  $1  50 ;  counsel  arguing  every  plea 
or  demurrer,  or  upon  peihion,  or  exceptions,  or 
olherspecial  matter,  $3;  connsel  arguing  upon 
the  final  hearing,  |il;  but  no  coats  lobe  taxed 
for  more  than  one  counsel  ia  a  cause ;  drawing 
erery  decree,  for  each  sheet,  20  cents ;  engrossing 
the  same,  for  each  sheet,  IS  cents ;  for  copy  of 
every  bill  of  costs  to  be  taxed  before  a  decree,  20 
cents ;  copy  of  every  bill  of  costs  to  be  (axed  af- 
ter a  decree,  30  cents ;  every  term  fee,  80  cents ; 
but  no  more  than  three  tertn  fefs  to  be  allowed  in 
any  cause. 

Sheriff's  Feef.— To  be  iha  same  at  for  ibe  like 
Hrvi«as  i»  the  supramaooart. 

Fee*  of  the  Sergeant-u-auas  in  the  Coart  of 
Chaocery.— For  attending  the  court  'u  aach  of 
its  slWed  terms,  for  every  day,  to  be  paid  bj  (he 
treasurer,  Si ;  for  attending  every  special  sitting 
for  the  argument  of  any  pLea  or  demurrer  in 
any  cause  er  causes,  to  tie  paid  by  the  party  or 
parties  applying  for  such  special  sit lin^f  and  lo  be. 
taxed  to  him  or  them  in  hia  or  their  bill  of  costs 
if  costs  shall  be  adjudged,  %l. 

In  the  Sapreme  Court 

Fees  to  be  divided  among  the  Jndges  who  are 

attending  court  when  the  service  is  performed. — 


For  a  liennse  to  an  attorney  and  solicitor,  (3; 
for  a  liceitse  to  a  counsel,  (3 ;  for  the  first  motica 
in  every  oause,  80  cents;  for  the  trial  or  argn- 
ment  of  every  cause,  $1 ;  for  assessment  of  dam- 
ages, $1;  for  every  recognisance,  40  cents;  for 
every  rule  In  a  caase,  31  ceots. 
Fees  to  be  paid  to  the  Judj^e  who  shall  perform 
e  service.^-For  drawing  order  for  boil,  40  cents ; 
r  everv  justification  or  disallowance  of  bail,  40 
'nls;  lor  taking  every  affidavit,  14  cents;  foe 
allowing  everv  writ  of  error,  habeoM  corfnta,  cer- 
tiorari, prohibition,  procedendo,  tupertMeat,  or 
other  w^rit,  where  an  allowance  is  aeceasary,  50 
canu ;  for  making  a  return  of  a  writ  of  error,  ex- 
amining and.annaxiog  a  transcript  o£  the  reccad 
thereto,  and  delivering  the  same  to  the  court  sf 
appeals,  98;  for  signing  and  returning  paAo, 
si ;  for  order  of  commitment  of  every  peraoa 
surrendered  by  or  in  discharge  of  hia  bail  w  eit.; 
for  signine  judgment  50  cents. - 

Counsel's  Fees  in  the  Court  of  Appeals  and 
Supreme  Conrt. — For  trial  of  a  case,  or  arguing 
a  demurrer  or  special  verdict,  $3 ;  bnt  nacosti  to 
be  taxed  for  more  thaj^  one  counsel  on  each  udc ; 
for  attending  the  court  of  appeals  to  make  or  ap- 
pose a  motion,  $1  50. 

Feci  of  Attorneys-at-law. — For  a  retaining  ttt 
in  each  cause,  except  in  ejectment,  fl ;  iiir  draw- 
ing every  summoDs,  capioa,  Or  other  neane  pro- 
cess, 34  cents;. for  drawinga  vratrant  of  atiMaef, 
10  cents;  for  copy  thereof,  7  cents ;  for  drawing 
every  affidavit,  14  cents;  for  cop^  of  the  same, 
when  necessary.  7  cents ;  foe  drawing  special  bail- 
piece  and  attending  the  judge, 40  cents;  fordraw* 
ing  notice  of  justification  of  bail,  30  cenU;  for 
copyand  service  (hereof,  30  eeots;  &»  erery  decla- 
ration,plea,  or  other  pleading,  not  exceedingihiee 
aheetSj 70  cents ;^  for  cop^  thereof,  when  necesaary, 
30  cents;  for  every  writ  of  ertot,  dower,  replev- 
in, A<lbeas  corpus,  certiorari,  prohibition,  fivat- 
dendo,  tcire  faciat^  venire,  or  (Mrii^ot,  60  eCRts; 
for  every  doelaratien.  plea  rei^icattati,  or  other 
pleadiDg,  eieeeding  inree  8heeU,~for  erery  riieet. 


bond,  note  of  hand,  a 
writing,  for  every  sheet,  9  cents ;  for  *f^'J  special 
motion,  not  exceeding  two  in  any  caua^  80  eeBb; 
for  every  subpoena,  34  cents ;  for  everr  ticket  fot 
the  same,  10  cents ;  for  drawing'  notice  at  crety 
motion,  where  notice  of  the  same  ia  necwMry, 
30  eeols ;  for  copy  and  service  thereof,  3D  eenis  ; 
for  attendance  on  striking  a  jury,  SI  i  for-dra  viag 
notice  of  trial,  36  cents ;  tor  copy  mad  serriee 
thereof,  SO  eents ;  for  drawing  every  bnmat  40 
cents;  for  copy  thereof,  14  eents;  for  argning 
every  special  notion,  $1  25;  for  argnl^  danaa^- 
ret  or  special  verdict,  or  tryins'  erc-y  eaose,  ex- 
cept a  cause  in  ejectment,  0 ;  for  dnwine  notiee 
nf^taxing  costs,  where  necessary,  85  cents  *,  tor  etwy 
and  service  thereof,  30  cents ;  for  drawing  eafim 
ad  tatt^ieiaKhtn,  50  cents ;  for  drawing  execs- 
tion  against  goods  and  chattels,  50  ceats;  Mr<li«»- 
ing  execution  against  goods  and  lands,  70  eeoti; 
foe  term  fee,  80  cents ;  but  no  more  than  two  tata 
fees  to  be  aliened  where  judgment  is  entered  by 
default,  nor  mora  than  uuo&  ia  aa^  caae;  iu 
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drawing  deolantioa  in  qMimant,  %l  50 ;  for  re- 
(ainins  Tee  in  ejeatDMOt  9^  SO ;  for  every  atteod- 
ance  Before  the  court  of  eiron  in  order  to  oiake 
or  oppose  a  rDotion,  91- 

Fees  of  the  A^tocuey .  General. — For  erery  tn- 
dicUneni  to  which  iljedefaadanLor  prisoner  pleadi 
fuilly,910i  for  every  indietmeotiowbieh  the  de-, 
leodaat  or  priaooer  pleadi  cuiily,  and  aflerwardg 
Klracti  liis  plea  and  pleaoi  not  guilty,  $12 ;  for 
erery  indicimenl  lo  which  ilie  defeirdaDt  oi  pris- 
oner pleads  not  guilty,  is  tried,  and  found  guilty 
tld ;  lite  above  sums  t»  be  in  full  of  the  taxable 
eosia  and  charges  of  tbe  attorney  general ;  bat  no 
eo*Is  shall  be  allowed  where  the  indiclmeiit  is 
quashed,  tbe  defendaut  is  aeqaltied,  or  the  >iid^ 
neni  is  arretted. 

Pees  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Buprene  Court  in  civil 
CAsei. — For  drawing  every  stunmODa,  capiat,  sub- 
Kxsa,  oi  9lher  proceai,  if  he  shall  do  it,  34  cents  i 
for  sealing  every  writ,  14  cents ;  for  eutering  every 
action,  10  cents;  for  entering  aa  appefkrauce  or 
default,  14  centaj  for  entering  the  relurnof  awrit, 
14  cents ;  for  entering  every  rule  of  court,  16  cents ; 
for  a  certified  copy  tlMieof,  when  required,  12 
cent*  ;  for,  filing  every  writ,  declaration,  pUadiog, 
roll,  or  other  paper,  8  cenU;  for  ejiieiiog  fvery 
retrvuit,  diaeonunuaaeegOr.BonaDJt,  IScenlaj  for, 
reading  every  petition,  iind  entering  order  ihereon 
30  cenis;  for  every  copy  of  ansb  order  13  cents; 
for  searching  the  records,  30  oenta;  for  calling 
aod  swearingeTeryJDTV, 40  cents;  forswearing 
each  witness  &  ceou;  tor  reading  every  record, 
deed,  or  writing,  given  in  evidence,  14  cents ;  for 
swearing  a  constable  to  attend  a  jury,  8  eeots; 
for  taking  a  graetal  verdict,  and  entering  the 
•ame,  20 cents ;  for  eateting  jndgracnt,  IS  oenu; 
for  entering  every  special  verdict  or  denaurrer  to 
evidenee,  fw  each  sheet,  13  cents ;  for  oopies  of 
write,  deelaratiou,  pleadiags,  speetal  veidieis,  de- 
tunrren  to  evidence,  reoorasi-aiid  other  papen,  fi» 
each  sheet,  8  ccbib;  for  reading  aod  uDtertng  a 
poatea^  30  seats ;  for  eitering  auisfaetion  on  re- 
cord, 20  cent* ;  for  etttating  csnfqMon  of  leaae, 
«Btry,  Sid  ouster,  20  cents ;  for  rcoordint  every 
jodgnMiit  in  |b«  book  of  judgneois,  01 ;  for  luc- 
Mig  every  bill  of  costS)  GO  ceata. 

Fees  of  Ike  Clark  of  tke  Supreme  Court,  o"^  ^ 
tb«  Coarta  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  and,  Qeneral 
jait  Delivery)  in  onmttMl  cases.— F«f  eoMring 
erery  iudicmeat  aad  AUog  the  same,  BO  oenu  - 
6>r  erery  proecH,  Bubpaoia,  at  bthat  writ,  34  ceu  ts . 
for  saaliDg  the  same,  14  owls;  for  .every  ticket 
for  a  aubpoiia,.  10  cent*;  for  entering  an  appeai- 
•nee  or  oefoult,  14  cents ;  for  entering  a  rceogni- 
saoea  taken  in  ooort,  30  oaotsi  for  diecbaiging 
bf  proclaaatKHi  and  eaiering  the  mme,  20  cents  j 
forenieriaf  BBdfiliagaplen,14eenuj  for  enter- 
■Bg  a  relinquish  meal  of.a  plea  8  ocaia ;  for  eniar- 
inn:  an  order  «  role  of  court,  16  ee>ti  \  for  a  cer- 
tified eopy  thereof^  when  reqnired,  12  eeBts;'for 
calling  and  swearing  every  jury,  40  oeiUs; 
aweating  each  witaee^  6  cents ;  for  reading  ev  , , 
record,  deed,  or  writing  given  in  evidenM,  14 
ce«tsj  for  swearing  oonslablc  to  attend  jury,  8 
ceats;  for  taking  and  entering  a  {^eral  vetdict, 
30  -ceniB ;  fpi  entering  erny  epMial  rat&t,  for 


each  sheet  IS  cents;  for  entering  judgment,  12 
cents;  for  copies  of  writs,   indicimenis,   plead- 
ings, special  verdicts,  and  other  papers,  for  each 
sheet,  8  cents ;  but  no  costs  to  be  allowed^when 
the  indictment  is  quashed,  judgpient  arrested,  W 
the  defendant  acquitted,  or  discbarced  for  want  i^ 
prosecution ;  for  taxing  every  bill  of  costs,  $0  cents. 
Fees  of  the  Clerks  of  the  Circuit  Courts.— For 
euieriDg  every  action,  10  cents ;  for  filing  every 
m»i,  privM  record,  10  cents ;  for  entering  every 
nonsuit  and  rule,  10  cents ;  for  a  copy  of  a  rule, 
"    ents ;  for  filing  every  twntre  or  dutrmgat  and 
aio,  10  cents;  for  entering  every  appearance 
default,  10  cents;  for  entering  confeuion  of 
lease,  entry,  and  ouster,  16  cents ;  Tor  caUinc  and 
swearing  a  jury,  30  cents;  for  swearing  each  wit- 
8  cents;  for  reading  averv  record,  deed,  oi 
wriiingj  given  in  evidence,  12  cents;  for-fiU^ 
every  bill  ef  exceptions,  10  cents ;  for  xcopy  theT»- 
ef,  for  each  sheet,  8  cents;  for  swesring  a  constn- 
ble  to  ^Itend  a  jury,  8  cents;  for  taking  and  enter- 
ing a  general  verdict,  20  cents:  for  entering  in 
the  minutes  everv  apecial  verdict  or  demurrer  to 
denc^  for  eacdabeet,  12 cents;  for  copy  thetfr 
for  each  sheet,  8  cents;  for  drawing  poatat, 
len  a  general  verdict  is  found  70  cent* ;  lor  lax- 
ing  a.biU  of  costs,  50  cents;  for  drawing porieo, 
in  easeof  a  special  verdict  of  demurrer  to  evidence, 
fur  each  sheet, 8  centa. 

Fees  of  Sherlffi. — For  serving  an  attachment 
against  the  estate  of  an  abacondina  orabseaidabt- 
r,  82  50 ;  for  serving  s  capiat  ad  rt»pondmdm» 
_r  other  mesne  process,  $laO;  for  serving  acoptof 
ad  aaiisfacittidwm,  91  K) ;  for  returnug  every 
It,  12  cents ;  tat  mileage  on  serving  every  wriL 
ents,  out  and  in,  for  every  mile,  to  be  computed 
m  the  eourt-hoase,  but  the  whole  mileage  shaUi 
in  no caM, exceed  $2 :  Pmmded,  Thatno  mile- 
age shall  be  allowed  on  a  writ  of^^faat,  par-' 
tiiioUj  posaeision,  restitution,  mum,  vtmrefiKiM, 
dittnngaa,  or  inquiry;  for  saving  every  deelara- 
tioQ  in  trespass  and  ejeAment.  and  milea^aaafoie> 
said,  93;  lor  taking  every  Bail  bond  m  the  si>- 
nreine  court,  70  cents ;  for  taking  every  bail  bond 
ih  the  court  of  common  pleu,  35  cents ;  for  aeiT* 
ibg  every  tiemre_^ictas  or  diHivigat  and  reinm, 
91 ;  for  producing  the  list  of  freeholder*,  and  at- 
tending the  jodge  within  the  connty,  13  70 ;  and, 
If  otil  of  tbe  county,  30  cents  for  everjr  mile  front 
the  court-house  of  bis  county  to  the  place  where 
ba  shall  attend  the  jodge,  in  addition  to  the  said 
fee  of  92  70;  for  Ammoningaspeetal]nry,93  70; 
for  attending  a  jury  of  view,  eaM  day,  91^1  f'Oi 
ezecatiftg  every  writ  of  panition,  swearing  the 
jury,  ana  making  reinm  of  thewrit,93;  and,  if 
the  execution  of^the  said  writ  shall  oeenpy  moci 
time  than  one  day,  then,  in  addition  to  the  above 
sum,  he  abtU  be  allowed  after  the  rate  of  91  SO  a 
day,  for  every. day  more  that  he  shall  attend  tbe 
said  jury ;  for  executing  every  writ  of  poasessioB 
and  return,  93 ;  for  executing  every  writ  of  in- 
quiry, sammoniog  the  jury,  and  retumiog  tha  in- 
qnisition,  $S ;  for  serving  every  exectttion|  if  it  be 
of  or  ooderone  hundred  dollars,  $1;  and  if  it  be 
above  that  sum,  Scentaon  every  dollar,  to  be  com- 
puted on  tbe  anunuU  of  the  debt  or  damagea  pnM 
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or  tcani  to  tbe  plaintiff,  br  Mie  ot  otherwiie 
foi  adTcrtUiog  (he  propprty  fbr  sale,  nrovidml  thi 
■heriff  attend  in  pun uaoce  i>f  the  HiiTeTttieaient, 


$3  SO;  for  ibe  crier  of  ibe  veii(lk.c,  w..cu  .uc 
■beriffprMeeds  to  sell,  for  eretr  dtr  he  shall  be 
actoally  employed  in  such  nU,  yl ;  for  every 
adioaTDmeDt  of  a  lale,  tfl ;  but  no  more  than  one 
•djoarDment  shall  be  allowed  ;  and  if  the  sheriff 
■hall  ba*e  seferal  execaiioDs  against  a  defendant, 
fce  (hall  only  be  allowed  for  adTertisingj  Biiendin;, 
and  adjaurniog,  ■•  if  he  had  but  one  execuiion 
for  a  deed  to  a  parehaMr  of  real  property,  t2  50 
for  «*ery  person  eommitted  to  prison,  25  cents 
for-diseharffiDgerery  person  from  prison,  13  cents, 
for  TicfuainDg  a  prisoner  for  every  day,  10 cents; 
for  attending  witn  a  prisoner  before  a  judge,  o 
kit  being  surrendered  by  or  in  discbsree  of  hi 
bftil, ■ndreeeiting bim iotoeusiody, 81  ^ :  Thi 
the  sheriff  shall  file  hisUzed  biUof  coets  with  (he 
clerk  of  the  court,  out  of  Which  execution  issued, 
at  the  term  nest  after  (he  sale  of  the  propcny,  or, 
in  defanit  IheTeofhe  shall  not  be  entitled  to  arlv 
eoftt ;  and,  if  an^  sheriff  shall  charge,  in  such  bilt 
of  coels,  for  services  not  done,  are  nut  allowed  by 
law,  or  shall  lake  any 'greater  fee  or  reward  for 
any  service  by  him  done  (hat  is  or  shall  be  allow- 
ed by  law,  he  shall  pay  to  the  party  aggrieved 
$30,  to  be  recovered  by  action  of  debt,  with  costs. 
In  the  Couita  of  Coinnton  Pleas* 

Fees  to  be  divided  among  the  Judges,  who  are 
attaoding  court  when  the  service  is  performed. — 
For  the  first  motiot}  in  every  caus^  50  cents ;  for 
every  rule  in  'a  cause,  20  cents;  for  the  trial  or 
vganent  of  every  cause,  50centsi  for  asiessiAent 
of  damages,  75  cents ;  for  every  writ  of  error  or 
habeoM  cxtnoM  allowed  and  entered,  20  cents. 

Fees  to  be  paid  (o  (he  Judge  who  performs  the 
aervice. — For  drawing  order  for  bB[l,2G  cents; 
for  ukiagbail,35Benti;  for  every  justification  or 
disallowance  of  bail.  25  cents;  lor  taking  every 
affidavit,  10  cents;  for  order  of  eommitment  of 
•very  person  surrendered  by  or  in  discbarge  of  his 
bail^  20  cents;  for  signing  every  jtidgnteot,  SO 
mots. 

In  die  Courts  of  Genera]  (^uartoi  Sssrions. 

Fees  to  be  divided  among  the  Justices,  who  are 
sttending  court  when  the  service-  is  performed. 
—For  the  first, motion  in  a  causey  60  e^ts;  for 
wery  rule  in  a  caoae,  20  cents }  for  the  trial  or  ar- 
gument of  every  cause,  60  cents;  for  everf  re- 
eonisance,  26  eenla. 

Fees  to  be  paid  to  the  Jtistice  of  tht  Pe«ce,  who 
performs  the  service,  where  he  is  entitled  to  fees, 
and  they  are  not  otherwise  ascertaiaed  by  law. — 
For  every  recognisano^  25  cents;  for  a  pass,^ 
aents;  for  a  htttluntit,  25  een(sj  for  taking  esami- 
nations,  for  each  sheet,  14' cents;  for  every  oath 
or  a([estaiion,  5  cents;  for  a  warrant  sgaiDsi  a 
parson  for  abreachof  Ihepeace  Or  a  misdemeanor, 
SScents;  forasummonson  apeoallaw,  13ceois; 
for  drawing  aconviotioD,  25  cents;  for  a  warrant 
to  levy  B  peaaliv,  35  cents. 

Fees  of  the  Clerks  of  the  Courts  ofGacamoii 
Ptaas.— For  drawing  antj  Btunamuj  capiat,  or 


other  process,  if  he  shall  do  it,  30  cents ;  for  se^ 
ing  every  writ,  14«eiits ;  for  entering  every  action, 
6  cents;  for  entering  an  appeaiaoee  or  default,  10 
cent«t  for  entering  the  return  of  a  writ,  10  cents; 
for  entering  every  rule  of  court,  10  cents;  for  a 
certified  copy  thereof,  when  requited,  8  cenQ;  for 
filing  ever);  writ,  d«clar«tioOj  pleading,  roll,  or 
other  paper,  8  cents ;  for  eotermg  every  rttraxU, 
di  scon  tin  aance,  or  nonsuit,  8  cents;  for  reading 
every  petition  and  entering  order  thereon,  15 
cents ;  for  every  copy  of  sneh  order,  10  cents;  for 
searching  tbe  records,  12  cents;  for  eaJling  and 
swearing  the  jury,  20  cents;  for  swearing  eaeh 
witness,  6  cants;  for  reading  every  r«eord,  deed, 
or  writing,  given  iO'  erideooe,  10  cents ;  for  sweai> 
ing  constable  to  attend  a  jury,  6  oMita;  for  taking 
and  eoterlDgageoaral  verdict,8cr--  ' 
ing  ■    '  .  "        -      - 


;  jadgmeot,  8  cents;  for  eoieriog  every  specid 
diet  or  demurrer  to  evidence,  b»  each  Atei, 
10  i^U;  for  (axiog  every  bill  of  costs,  50  cents; 
for  recording  ever])' judrmeot  in  the  book  kept  few 
that  pnrpose  instead  M  judgment  rolls,  SI;  for 
copies  of  writs,  declarations,  pleading,  ipecial  vet- 
dicu,  i^eords,  and  other  papers,  for  each  sheet, 
8  cants;  for  entering  satisfaction  on  r«cord,  14 
cents;  for  reading  and  entering  every  allowance 
of  a  writ  of  error,  habeas  corpus,  or  otber  writ 
requiring  an  allowance,  and  reinming  the  same, 
50  cents;  for  entering  deeds  of  conveyances  on 
the  reeord,  for  each  sneet,  6  centa;  for  searching 
the  records  of  such  deeds,  7  cents. 

Fen  of  the  Clerks  of  the  CoorU  of  General 
Quarter  Sessions. — For  entering  and  filing  an 
indictment,  16  centsj  for  every  process,  sobprnna, 
or  other  writ  25  cenu;  for  aealiog  the  same,  14 
cents;  fbr  every  ticket  for  a  sabptBoa,  9  cents-,  for 
entering  an  appearance  of  default.  10  cents;  f<« 
entering  a  recognisance  taken  in  oonrt.  IS  cents; 
for  entering  and  filing  a  plea,  8  cents ;  for  reading 
every  petition  and  entering  order  thereon,  15  cents ; 
for^opy  of  such  order,  10  cents ;  for  every  role  or 
Older  of  eoari,  10  cents ;  for  copy  of  aach  mie  or 
order,  8  cents;  for  searching  the  records,  13  ceols; 
for  calling  and  swearing  the  jury,  20  cents ;  for 
swearing  each  witness,  6  cents ;  for  reading  every 
recordorotherwritinggiven  in  evidence,  lOcrais; 
for  swearing  constabfe  to  attend  a  jnry,  6  cents ; 
for  taking  and  entering  a  general  verdict  8,  cents; 
for  entering  jadgmeot,  8cent>;  for  entering  every 
special  verdict,  for  each  sheet,  10  cents;  fat 
copies  of  writs,  indiclments,  pleadings,  special 
verdicts,  and  other  jtapers,  for  each  sheet,  S  cents  ; 
for  entering  (he  atlowanee  of  every  habeas  corpus, 
writ  of  error,  or  egrtionri,  and  retarsJog  th« 
satoe,  90  cents;  but  no  cost  to  be  allowed  wh«re 
the  iodictnant  is  i^oashed,  judgment  arrested,  or 
the  defsndant  aeqgitied  or  ductaarged  for  want  of 
prasecution ;  for  taxing  bill  of  e««s,  50  cents. 

Fees  of  CoroMrra. — For  the  view  i>f  n  dand 
body, 98;  for  aprecepttoanmmonajory,50cenl>; 
for  sweating- (be  jury,  2S  cents;  for  awearing 
ererf  witnasa,  6  cents ;  for  drawing  nod  returniag 
the  (nquisiiioo,  (1;  for  taking  exanaitiationa  in 
writing,  fiir  eaeh  sheet,  14  cents;  for  burying  ■ 
dead  body,  94, 

Which  leca  Um  coUector  of  tb*  covnty  is  bero- 
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bf  luifaorized  ind  required  to  pay,  on  being  taxed 
by  the  clnk  of  the  court' of  eomiiioD, pleas  of  the 
cooBtr;  and  the  Mid  couDtf  colteeior  shall  be 
allowed  the  lame,  in  the  settlement  of.  hii 
eouDis  with  the  Ireaturer  of  the  Stale. 

Berriug  writs,' adverlisiDg  properly,  and  making 
deedt,  the  lame  fen  as  are  by  law  allowed  to 
*herifiB  for  the  same  seirices,  and  nnder  the  like 
restriction)  and  regulations.  , 

Ciiers'  Fee*.— For  calling  etery  action,  9  cents ; 
for  calling  a  jury,  18  cents ;  for  swearing  a  wi*- 
Besa,  G  cents ;  for  calling  the  plaintiff  on  a  nonsuit, 
e  cents;  for  callin?  ihe'defendant  on  a  default,  6 
ceoU;  for  calfing  tnedeftndaDiooa  recogniaance, 
8  cenii ;  far  calling  the  bail  on  a  recognisance,  8 
cenii;  for  making  proclamation  to  discharge  a 
person^  8  cents. 

Pees  of  Juran. — BTeryjaror,  for  each  action 
OD  which  he  is  sworn  or  affirmed,  iqclading  a  writ 
of  inquiry,  coroner's  Inquest,  and  indictment, 
eenls;  for  erery  juror  who  appears  in  a  cause,  I 
is  not  sworn  or  affirmed,  12  cents;  for  every  jui_. 
going  tOi'Bttendiog,  and  returning  from,  ^  view, 
for  each  day,  91 ;  for  every  juror  from  a  foreign 
county,  gOLBg  to,  attending  at,  and  returning 
from,  court,  being  sworn  or  affirmed  in  a  cause, 
for  each  day,  $1 ;  for  every  luch  juror  who  at- 
tendi^  and  is  not  sworn  or  affirmed^  to  be  allowed 
for  going  to,  attendrng  at,  and  returning  from. 
court,  afier  the  rate  of  50  cents  for  each  day. 

[No  compensation  whatever  is  allowed  to  grand 
jurors.] 

Pees  of  Wiinessei. — For  every  witness  attend- 
ing a' court,  or  commissioners,  or  referees,  or. arbi- 
trators, in  bis  own  county,  for  each  day,  50  Cents; 
for  every  witness,  from  a  foreign  county,  atiendin'g 
■  coori,  or  commtssiouers,  or  referees,  or  arbitra- 
tors, after  the  rate  of  (1  a  dayj  in.which  shall  be 
included  bis  or  her  goiuc  to.  and  reiurnrog  from, 
the  same,  allowing  one  day  for  erery  thirty  miles 
from  and  to  his  or  her  place  of  residence. 

Fees  to  the  Seer  eta  it.— For  the  Secretary  of 
thia  'Stale  or  apy  clerk  attending  on  subpcena, 
with  wills,  records,  or  other  written  eviaeuce,, 
after  the  rate  of  91  a  day,  and  mileage  as  aforesaid. 

Fees  of  8urTeyors.'"-EveTy  surveyor,  for  his 
ictual  service  on  a  view,  for  each  day,  (2;  every 
.rarrey or,  for  his  '  -  > 
view,  for  each  ( 


rarreyorgfor  his  going  to  and  returning  from 
~"'ew,  for  each  dav,  $1 ;  for  every  cbaio'bearer, 
I  B  view,  fqr  each  day,  TO  cents ;  for  serving  a 


snbrKena  on  each  wiineGs,  13  cents. 

Fees  of  the  Constable,  Where  he  is  entitled  to 
fees,  and  they  are  nOt  otherwise  ascertained  by 
law.— The  constable  shall,  for  tbe  same  services, 
be  allowed  ihe  same  Fees  as  arp  esl«bli«hed  by  tbe 
act  constituting  courts  for  the  trial  of  small  cau- 
sea ;  and,  also,  sevetity-five  cents  per  day  each,  for 
cTery_  day  he  shall  attend  at  the  supreme  courl^ 
circuit  courts,  courts  of  oyer  >nd  termiDer  and 
general  jail  delivery,  courts  of  common  pleas,  and 
general  quarter  session  of  the  peace,  in  the  res- 
pective counties,  to  be  paid  by  the  county  collect- 
or of  the  said  eonoties  on  his  prodaciag  a  certifi- 
cate from  the  presiding  judge  or  justice  of  each 
coart,  setting  forth  the  number  of  days  he  may 


more  courts  are  held  at  the  same  time,  the  con- 
stable shall  receive  no  mote  than  seveuty-flva 
cents  per  day  for  bis  aiteadaoce  on  all  ihe  said 


STATE  or  PENNSYLVANIA. 

Fees  «tlawed  to  the  ProIhoDOiary  of  tbe  Su- 
preme CourU-^For  issuing  every  writ,  docketing, 
aikd  return,  %\  BO^for  eaterinK  every  appearance, 
13  cent!)  for  entering  at^peeial  bail,  60  cents;  for 
bail  piece  and  seal.  SOcents;  for  filing  declaration, 
ptea,demUrrer.  r£plicalian,&c.,  and  entering  each, 
13  cents;  fur  filing  all  other  papers,  each,  20  cents; 
for  every  eontlnuance,  IScents ;  for  every  rule  or 
reference,  &C.,  17  cents ;  for  copy  if  demanded, 
33  cen'is;  fi)r  etitering  discontinuance,  refrturtt,  or 
qOasbiog  writ  of  error,  13  cents;  for  every  trial, 
•wearing  jury,  and  recording  general  veraict,  67 
cent*;  for  every  trial,  swearing  jury,  and  record- 
iqg  special' Verdict,  gl';  for  swearing  each  witness, 
Scents;  for  recording  each  judgment,  20  cents; 
for  arrest  of  judgment,  13  cents;  for  acknowledg- 
ing sBiisfBctiofl  25  eetits;  for  filing  andj  entering 
report,  25  cents; 'for  entering  judgment  thereon, 
13  cents;  for  subpcena  and  seat,  50  cents ;  for  each 
name  after  the  fiist,  10  ceau;  for  every  ticket,  if 
issued  25  cents;  for  copy  of  narr.  &c.,  per  line  of 
twelve  words,  Icent;  lor  drawing  list  of  special 
jury,  attending,  striking,  and  copies,  $1 ;  for  filing 
narr.  in  ejectment,  and  docketing  the  cause,  50 
cents;  for  entering  concession  of  lease,  entry,  and 
ouster,  13  cents ;  for  entering  every  motion  or  rule, 
13  cents;  for  calling  plaintiff  or  defendant,  and 
enterine  default,  26  cents;  for  ealeriog  ce*»tt  ext- 
cutia,  13  Cents  ;tiefrtre  or  du/ringaa,  $1 ;  for  mak- 
ing up  ni»ipriut  record,  per  line  of  twelve  words, 
1  ctnt;  for  posteii  containing  the  proceediagi  at 
niaj  priuM,  tl  33 ;  for  everv  such  record,  SO  cents ; 
for  copy  per  line  of  twelve  words,  1  ceni;  for 
every  certificate  and  seal,  6?  cents;  for  eommis- 

n  to  uke  depositions  out  of  the  State,  81  50; 
lui  filing  interroffstories  and  copy  per  line,  Iceni; 
for  reading  and  filing  petition  for  divorce  \  docket- 
ing the  same,  $3  33 ;  for  issuing  subpcena  thereon, 
SI  50}  for  entering  decree  or  judgment,  13  cents; 
for  taking  and  entering  acknowledgment  of  sher- 
'"ideed,  and  recoidine  certificate  of  acknowl- 

^enl  anderseat,$l  50;  for  entering  judgment 

ifeased.Sl  50;  for  making  up  record,  per  line 
of  twelve  words,  1  cent. 

Clerk  of  Oyer  and  Terminer.— For  all  services 
performed  in  any  one  prosecutioo,  if  paid  by  the 
party,  (4 ;  if  paid  br  the  county,  $2. 

Froibonotary  of  Common  Pleas. — For  issuing 
Uvari  fa^a»  and  vrndUimd  eamnaa,  $1  30 ;  for 
issuing  every  other  writ,  docketing  the  same, 
and  return,  81  >  for  entering  appearance.  7  cents ; 
for  entering  special  hail,  20  cents;  for  oail  piece 
nnder  seal,  33  cents;  fdr  entering  surrender,  10 
cents ;  for  entering  ezoaerator,  lO  cents ;  for  filing 
narr.  plea,  ^.,  on  each,  7  cents ;  for  filing  reasons 
in  arrest  of  judgment,  and  exceptions  to  report  of 
referees,  6  cents;  for  filing  all  other  papers  of 
each  pBrty  in  one  cause,  and  reading  the  nuae,  if  ' 
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necessary,  20  cents;  for  <Tery  ci 
eents ;  for  evtcj  rule  of  TefereDce  for  [Ti«l  or  othn 
rule,  13  eenti;  for  copy  thereof  under  seal,  33 
ceota;  far  enteriiiK  discoDtinURoce,  7vtrajnt  or 
noMUit,  7  c«Dts;  lor  enteriag  a  writ  qaashed,  7 
eeDU ;  for  iweariog  Jurf  and  conittble,  and  reeord- 
iag  geaeral  *enjici,  50  cents ;  for  swearing  each 
witness  5  eenti;  for  erery  trial  where  there  is 
a  special  verdict  recorded,  67  eeott;  for  racording 
each  judgment,  13  cents ;  for  enieriog  arrest  of 
judgment,  13  cent*;  for  ackDowledging  lalisrsc- 
lioa,  13  centt;  forenreriDg  report  of  referee*,  20 
ceati;  for  eaiering  judgment  iheieoo,  LScenu; 
for  iuuing  subpiEaa  tad  seal,  33  cenu;  for  tveij 
name  after  the  first,  33  cents;  for  every  subp«eoa 
ticket,  10  ceotsj  far  copy  aatr.  or  plea,  per  line,  1 
ccDt ;  for  drawing  list  of  special  jury,  atiandiAg, 
KrikJDg,  &nd  copies,  67  ceois;  for  filing  natr.  in 
ejecttaetil,  doclieliiig  the  cause,  33  centt ;  for  en- 
taring  confaosion  01  lease,  entry,  and  ousttr,  10 
wnts;  for  enieiing  every  moiion,  7  ceninj  for 
calling  plaintiff  or  defendant,  and  en teringdefault, 
20  cents;  for  entering  ctitti  fxectUio,  10  ceatK; 
for  every  March  of  record,  13  lents;  for  copy 
thereof,  per  line,  1  cent ;  for  certificate  and  seal, 
3S  cents ;  for  commission  to  lake  depositions  out 
of  the  State,  $1;  for  filing  interrogatories,  13 
cents ;  for  copy  thereof  per  line,  1  cent ;  for  taking 
nod  entertng  ackoowledsment  of  sberiS's  deed, 
recording  ceriifioate,  and  seal,  $1;  for  entering 
judgment  confessed,  $1  20 ;  for  eoterinic  amicable 
suii,  26  cents;  for  filiug  peiilion  of  insolvent 
debtor,  recording  order  and  proceedings,  (1 ;  for 
issuing  certiorari  to  remove  justice's  proceedings, 
53  cents. 

Clerk  of  Quarter  Sefsions,— For  filing  and  en- 
tering every  recognisanQC  taken  out  of  court,  35 
cents;  for  callinj^  recognisance  and  forfaitgre,  10 
cents;  fur  respltmg  recognisance,  10  cenls)  for 
discharging  forfeited  recognisance,,  ID  casta;  for 
docketing  every  indictment  found  by  the  grand 
jury,  33  cents;  for  entering  discharge  by  procla- 
mation, 13  cents;  for  each  recc^nisance,  13  cenu; 
fQr  enUriag  plea  not  guilty,  13  cenU ;  for  entering 
special  plea  or  demurrer,  20  cents ;  for  entering 
submiasiOD,  13  cents ;  for  retraciiug  plea,  7  cents; 
for  entering  nolU  protequi,  13  cents;  for  aalling 
and  attesting  jury,  26  cents;  for  aliestiog  e»ch 
witnes^S  cents ;  for  entering  verdict  aniTjudg- 
ment,  13  cents ;  for  entering  arrest  of  jut^mint, 
13  cents;  for  entering  every  motion  and  rule, 
7  cents ;  for  entering  process  awardad,  issuing 
process,  taking  reiaro,  and  recotding,  67  eenti; 
for  issuing  subpcena  and  ticket,  33  cents;  for  every 
name  after  the  firs^  3  cents ;  for  reading,  filing, 
and  entering  petition  and  order  thereon,  £  cenu; 
for  copy  of  order  to  view  a  road,  for  every  line,  1 
cent;  for  seal,  7  cenu;  for  reading  and  recording 
return,  for  every  line,  1  cent;  for  order  to  open  a 
road  underseal,  67  cents;  for  performiag  all  duties 
of  clerk  for  each  tavern  license,  $1;  for  copy  of 
reiJord,  each  line,  1  cent.' 

Sheriff. — For  serving  writs  of  arrest  with  com- 
mitment or  bail-bond  and  return.  91  20;  if  more 
than  one  defendant,  caclt  50  cents;  for  assigning 
biil  bond,  13  cents ;  for  serving  summons  in  debt, 


copy  narr.  in  ejectment,  or  copy  of  any  other  pro- 
cess, $1 ;  for  every  dsfendani  besides  one,  50  cents; 
for  serving  BnrtjaeioB,  %l  20 ;  for  taking  and  fil- 
ing replevin  bond,  attachment  bond,  or  other  in- 
demnification, 33  cents;  for  travelling  expensea 
each  mile,  4  cents;  for  executing  jSeri  faaat,  if 
money  paid  without  sale,  %\  20;  Tor  taking  goods 

'    custody,  advertising  and  selling  per  pound, 

exceeding  one  hundred,  7  cents:  for  every 

pound  above  one  hundred,  4  cents ;  for  kecpii^ 

goods  and  chattels,  fees  to  be  regulated  by  the 

irt  in  case  of  dispute ;  foj  aelling  lands  levied 
or  deliverisg  tliem  to  the  creditor,  and  making 

irn  for  every  pound,  not  exceeding  one  htm- 

d,  7  cents;  for  every  pound  above  one  hun- 
dred, 4  cents;  no  poundage  stwll  be  paid  for  more 
tban  (he  real  debt,  dtc;  for  sommoninp  and  re- 
turning traverse  jurjr  in  eacb  cause  thai  ta  tried,  40 
cents;  for  summon^agand  reluruiag  special  jorr, 
10  be  paid  hy  the  party  putting .  on  or  loaiog 
the  cause,  (2;  for  summoning  jury  of  inquiry, 
&c.,  taking^  inquisition  and  return,  S3;  for  ex- 
ecuting writs  and  orders  of  partition  or  valm- 
tion.  atiesiing  jury  and  return,  S3  33 ;  if  ei^mged 
more  than  ooe  day,  for  each  day's  attendance  af- 
ter, $3;  for  summoning  party  to  appear  on  pu- 
lition,  or  summons  of  landlord  against  (enan^  75 
cents ;  for  poundage  and  ooinmissions  for  recav- 
ing  and  paying  money  on  attachment,  capias  ad 
taliffacienaum,  or  notice  to  recover  rents,  for 
every  sum  not  exceeding  one  hundred  pounds,  7 
cents;  for  every  pound  above  one  hundred,  4 
cents;  but  no  poundage  shall  be  paid  for  more 
than  the  real  debt;  turnkey's  fees  on  commi't- 
ment  for  any  offence' or  criminal  matter,  to  be 
paid  on  discharge  of  the  prisoner,  67  cents  i  for 
ftheriO^s  deed  on  saU  of  lands,  S2  67;  for  ac- 
knowledging the  same,  67  ceiitii;  for  every  crim- 
inal c.iuse,  Ql  33t  for  every  capital  cauae  and 
coi7imt((r'(ur  (3  33;  for  levying  fines,  &c^  per 
podnd.  7  centf;  for  making  proclamation  on  di- 
vorce, (2;  for  serving  witness  with  aHbagina,  20 
cents;  for  copy  writ  of  arrest,  for  eacn  liae,2 
cents ;  turnkey's  fees  to  be  paid  on  disckargc  ofa 
prisoner  for  debt  above  twenty  pounds.  50  centa. 

Sheriff.— For  debt,  if  under  twenty  pounds,  33 
eents;  for  serving  process  00  indictment,  SI  20; 
for  serving  oitation  and  return  in  orphans'  court, 
or  registers  court,  67  cents;  forserving  every  at- 
tachment, SI  20;  forrieeuiingha&erij^iciiWDM- 
MMtonetn,  rttomo  habendo  levari  facuu,  or  Kbe- 
rarijaciaa,  each,  (I  20 ;  for  returning  afnoH  eti 
inwtiAu, 29  cents;  for  nuBa  &ona,25  ceais;  for 
executing  every  death  warrant,  $12;  lo  cner,  for 
each  action  called  In  court,  10  cents. 

Juries.— For  everr  day's  attendance  at  coutL 
grand  or  petit  ffl ;  lot  every  inqnisition  on  real 
estate,  26  cents;  for  inqutsitiun  of  damages,  26 
cents;  for  each  day's  attendance  on  view, or  otber 
service  in  the  county,  50  eents. 

Witnesses.— For  each  day's  traveHing  to  and 
from,  and  attendance  at  court,  50  cents;  Tor  each 
day's  travelling  to  and  from,  and  attendance  be- 
fore justice  of  the  peace,  35  cents. 

Clerk  of  Orphans'  Court. — For  reading  and 
filing  every  petition  01  report,  13  ceota ;  for  cntci- 
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melheTflDfcHi  r«coi>d,a5a«nU;  forcDleriitg  srcFr 
jadRTDent,  order,  ar  ririe  of  eourt,'BO  ^ema;  for 
■ealand  ceruBoaie  ■nDesctI  to  any  copies  for  the 
iiMof  the  part7,  SSeeoti;  for  aopv  oT  record,  per 
line,  1  cent;  for  cituion  with  seal,  SScenis;  for 
mbpoBDR  frith  one  name,  33  cents ;  for'erery  name 
ifter  tlie&rtt,  4  ctots;  for  ererr  leercli,  lOctnta^ 
for  CBteiiD^  appointment  of  {Uftrdlaiis,-26  cent) ; 
for  copy,  eerliaeate,  and  teal,  33  e^nte;  for  entry 
of  (eulement  of  KccoQDte  of  exeoslora,  &t^  90 
eenU^  for  every  copy  thereof,  not  eseeedlog  one 
hundred  item,  With  oertificate  and  leal,  $1  S5; 
for  erery  additional  item,  1  cfnt;  for  reading  pe- 
titioa  for  peoeion,  order,  copy,  aad  seal.  60  eeacs ; 
fof  readiu;  k&d  filiai;  petition  oP  administrettirs, 
for  sale  oi  intestate  landii,  (wearing  or  affirming 
them,  asd  miki^  the  necesrary  orders  thereon, 
W  eente ;  for  giving  notice  of  sale,  for  erery  ad- 
veitiiemeDt  ihooght  necessary  by  the  court,  26 
eenti ;  for  raading  ud  6tia(  petittoD  for  partition 
or  ratuatioa.oCiDtSBtate  lands, and  enteringeTery 
order  tfaereonj  8S. 

RegiBter  of  Wilts.— For  the  probate  of  a  wilL 
67e«)ts;  for  regineriag  the  same,  each  line  of 
twelre  worde,  1  cent;  for  bond  of  executors  or 
■dmiaittrattri,  and  recording,  %\  ;  for  filing  and 
anteriog  reDuoeiation,  Sfl  cents;  for  ffrafltinglat- 
tcrsof  administration, TScet^M;  for  innexiag  will, 
each  line,  1  cent;  fo^  issuing  citation.  S6  cents; 
fu  entering  caveat  80  nenis;  for  &dmini»terioa: 
oBlh,  7  cents;  for  filing  list  or  artielea  appraised, 
13  ceinsj  for  filing  list  of  articles  sold  at  vendae, 
13  oenin ;  tot  examining,  paxing,  and  filing  &b- 
aaant  of  exeentor  or  ad  mioistrntor,  Si  ^;  fo' 
copy,  certffieaie,  and  seal,, if  not  -  exceeding  one 
hundred  items,  01 ;  for  eiery  additional  item,  1 

OoTOBer.— For  viewing  a  dead  bodv,t2  67;  for 
Mjnimonng  and  qualifying  inqasst,  Orawiog  and 
reiarning  ioquisiiioo,  (1  33;  for  eaiamoning  and 
qualil^ing  each  wiineei,  SO  cenle,  (to  be  paid  oat 
of  the  e&cts  of  the  slayer,  in  case  of  murder  or 
maiislaaghicr,  if  hehathany;  if  not,  by  theeoun- 
t)r,withmiieagefTom  (he  cottrt-honse  to  the  place 
of  viewing  the  body  \)  for  executing  any  process 
or  writ  of  any  kind,  same  fees  as  sbenff  and 
milenge. 

The  pTothoBotnTies  or  clerks  of  the  supreme 
oourt,  and  the  protboiuiiariAa  or  eterbi  of  the 
••▼em  onnrtft  of  qnarter  sesstona  and  common 
pl^as,  wiAtn  the  Coiamoaweatth  of  PeaDsylra' 
Ilia,  famisb  their  acoounia  annuftlly  to  the  Oomp- 
trmler  aod  Rwimr  OeDeral;  and  of  the  amonnt 
of  ftea  reoeivad  during  the  space  of  one  year,  fif- 
Mea  hundred  dollar*  remain  elear  of  tat,  and  the 
rcaidtie  thereof  is  ined  sevsnly-fire  per  cent. 

The  prochonoiarr  of  the  supreme  eonrt  of  the 
oaatem  district,  and  the  prothoaoiaty  of  the  com- 
moB  pleas  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadel- 
^iaL,in  addition  to  the  above  fifteen  hundred  dol> 
Ibis,  are  allowed  fire  hundred  clear  of  lax. 

Attorneys  in  ijic  Common  Pleas. — For  issuing 
mtedpe,  8k.,  in  suits  ended  the  first  couii,  01  67  > 
i£  after  the  first  conrt,  the  further  sum  of  |l  66; 
tot  ovenr  suit  presecatsd  to  jadgmeot.  discootia- 
oaace,  $4;  on  appeals,  if  settled  the  &tst  coiui, 


It  33;  tfafier  the  first  oourtjC^;  if  jadgnunita 
rradered,  Ac,  $3. 

'  Fees  in  the  suprenie  court  double  the  atnovat 

if  thoM  in  the  eoumon  pleas. 


STATE  OF  DEI^WAHE. 
An  Act  k*  legnlstiog  and  estaNiibing  Pna. 
Bt  Si  enaded,  6y  tht  Seitate  and  Borne  of 
KepretentaJiveg  of  the  StaU  of  DdoMtrt  m 
General  AuemUi/  met,  That  the  fees  to  be  paitf 
within  Ibis  State  shall  be  as  hereinafter  are  ascer- 
tained, liaiited,  and  appointedt  that  is  to  say : 
^  To  the  use  of  the  SiBitf.--Fora  license  lo  keen 
a  public  house  of  enlBrtainmefft,  and  to  sell-  all 
liquors,  signed  and  sealed,  QIS;  for  a  license  for 
the  same,  and  to  sell  all  liquors  eicep't  wine,  98 ; 
for  a  license  to  a  hawker  or  peddler,  iracellinK  on 
foot,  84;  for  a  license  to  sDch  person  travelling 
with  one  or  morelioDes,  9^;  fur  a  license  of  mar- 
riage,  ftj};  for  every  impression  of  the  great  seal, 
in  private  eases,  $1 ;  for  a  commission  for  a  sheriff 
or  coroner,  or  ftrit  ofassislanee  to  a  sheriff,  under 
the  great  seal,  to  be  paid  by  (he  party,  $10 ;  for  a 
coiamission  for  aCMmey  general,  register,  recorder, 
or  clerk,  abder  the  great  seal,  to  be;  paid  by  the 
party,  810. 

To  the  Secretary. — For  drawing  andengrossing 
a  pardon  or  reprieve,  under  the  great  seal,  to  be 
paid  by  the  party,  8^;  for  every  search,  in  private 
cases,  10  cents;  for  a  certificate  under  the  great 
seal  to  anyinstruraent  of  wriiiog,  in  private  cases, 
to  be  paid  by  the  p&fty  requiring  the  same,  gl ; 
for  a  certificate  under  bis  band  aitd  seal  of  offieey 
in  private  cases,  50  cents;  for  an  etempllficaiinii 
of  aay  record,  roll,  or  paper  in  his  office,  in  pri- 
vate cases,  1  cant  pe/  line  of  twelve  word),  to  be 
paid  by  the  parly  requirinj  the  same.  Every 
proclamation,  commission  of  dedimut  potestatem 
to  qualify  .officers,  commission  to  chancellor, 
judges  of  the  supreme  couTt  and  court  of  common 
'""      every  general  commission  of/ihe  peace, 

imissioQ  for  a  single  justice  of  the  peace; 

warrant  for  the  execution  of  a  criminal;  all' 


licenses  to  keepers  of  ^blic-houses,  bawken^  ped- 
dlers, or  petty  chapmen;  licenses  of  mamage; 
all  exesBpliflcations  of  transcripts  of  records,  rolls,, 
or  papers  to  bis  office;  or  other  in^trqmeats  which' 
the  public  service  of  this  State  may  require  to  be 
done  ex  officio. 

To  the  Judges  o(  the  High  Court  of  Erroiv  and 
Appeals.— 'For  takingbail  out  of  court  to  prosecute 
a  writ  of  error,  91- 

'  To  the  Justices  of  the  Bopreme  Court^Por 
allowingandsigoing.oot  of  court,  every  certiorari 
or  Adbfos  corpus,  33  cents;  for  taking  a  deposition 
out  of  court,  drawn  in  form,  33  cents ;  for  taking 
the  acknowledgioenl  ofa  deed,  out  of  coart,  and 
certifying  it  under  bis  hand,  GO, cents.  ^ 

To  ibe  Justices  of  the  Court  of  Common  neat: 
The  same  feesAsare  allowed  to  the  justices  of 
the  supreme  court  for  the  like  services. 

To  the  Justices  of  the;  Peace,— For  writing, 
xigning.andsealingevery  warrant  upon  com  plaint, 
in  criminal  raailersgSO  cents;  for  every  miMmu*, 
recogviMmce,  at  pass,  30  cents ;  for  writing,  tigit- 
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ing,  and  aealin^,  ererj  warrairt  for  debt, -tttaeh- 
meDt,  sirett,  or  buidiiiods,  13  ceBti ;  for  admiois- 
teria^,  aod  certifying  at  large,  an  oath  or  sffirma- 
tioa  ID  proTing  speeialtiei.  notes,  or  acceunia, 
againil  deceased  peiaona,  if  drawn  by  the  justices, 
7  cents ;  otherwise,  withoot  fee  or  reward ;  for 
takiog  the  ackDOwledgment  of  an  indenture  of 
appreotieeship,  signing  the  same,  .and  making  a 
lecord  thereof,  50  cepts;  for  writing  the  usi^' 
■sent  of  agerrant,  signing  the  same,  and  makitig 
a  record  thereof,  SO  cents ;  for  taking  a  deposition 
or  affidavit,  drawn  in  form,  20  cents;  for  writing 
and  signing  a  sumiaons  for  witnesses,  in  all  com- 

Jlaints,  7  cents  for  one  witneia,4nd  not  exceeding 
3  cents  for  two  or  .more  ;  for  signing  jiidgn 
id  cents;  for  execution  thereon,  13  cents j  _.. 
Tiewiog'  a  force,  6?  cents  ;  for  drawing  a  recAd 
thereof,  67  cetlis ;  for  drawing  »  record  in  every 
case  before  ihem  removed  by  certiorari,  and  re 
lurnine  the  same,  33  eenli. 

To  the  Attorney  OeneraL-rFor  the  wholeprose 
cation  in  every  capital  cause,  to  be  paid  by  thi 

Krty  ifconvinted  and  able,  but.  if  acquitted,,  to 
paid  by  the  caonty  or  parly,  aa  the  court 
■hall  direct,  110;  but  if  the  bill  be  not  found  by 
thegraadinquesif'tobepaidby  the  county,  $3  40; 
for  every  other  matter  by  bill  of  indictment,  if 
found  by  the  grand  inqnesi,  to  be  paid  f>^  the  party, 
If  convicted  and  able;  but  if  not  convicted,  to  ^ 

Said  by  the  county  or  party,  as  the  court  shall 
irect,  ^  40  cents;  if  not  found,  to  be  paid  by 
the  county,  $1-30;  for  efery  attachment  io  the 
court  of  general  guarter  sessions  of  the  peace  and 
jail  delivery, »!. 

Sec.  8.  To  the  ftecorder  of  Deeds.— For  re- 
cording, alphabet  ing,  atad  comparine  deeds  and 
Ot|ier  writings,  for  each  line  uf  twelve  words,  1 
cent;  for  a  copy  or  ezempjiQcatioa  of  any  record 
in  the  said  office,  for  each  line  of  twelve,  words,  1 
cent,  to  be  paid  by  the  party  demandiog  the  same ; 
fill  tearchiag  any  ivtf  ui  record,  7  cents;  foi  ^n 
CDdotsement  or  certificate  on  each  deed  proved 
and  acknowledged,  and  every  other  certificate,  and 
his  baud  and  seal  of  raid  office  thereto,  30  cents. 

Seo.  9.  To  the  Sheriff  of  each  county.— For 
serving  and  making  return  of  every  summons, 
capias,  or  replcTio,  47  cents ;  for  aervj'ng  .every 
bench  warrant  or  attachment  fur  contempt,  in  va- 
cation, 67  cents;  for  serving  bench  warrant  or 
attachment  issued  returnable  in  term  time,  $1;  for 
every  writ  <rf  entry  and  retam  in  a  common  re- 
covery, 33  cents;  Jbr  every  writ  of  seisin,  and  re- 
lum  in  the  israe,  33c«Qts;  for  taking  goods  into 
cuatody  for  safe-keefnng  when  any  part  of  ihe 
debt  may  besaliified  on  such  Cxecutien,  47  cents; 
for  lakiog  the  body  into  custody  for  sHfckeeping, 
op  an  execution,  47  cents;  for  serving  a  sumnlons, 
eitalion,  aubposna,  injunction  out  ofehaocery.  or- 
phans' court,  or  from  the  r^iiter/or  the  probate 
of  wills  and  granting  letters  of  admiuistratioD, 


fi3  cents ;  for  every  proclamation  .of  rebellioii  out 
of  chancery,  $1;  for  summoning  and  serving  a 
witoeta  with  subpcnna,  and  making  return  thereof, 
and  mileage,  13  cents;  for  serving  execution. and 
making  leiuro  thereof,  with  an  inveotory  and  ap- 
praisement, dtc,  60  cents;  for  cverj  return  ofntm 


eat  titveftfti*,  nulla  bona,  ttUal  habet,  including 
mileage  20  cents ;  for  copy  of  a  sammonia,aabpeeoa, 
dec.,  13  cent*;  for  detirery  of  a  copy  of  Jeelan- 
tion  in  ejeetmeni,  g7  cents,  and  mileaRC ;  in  every 
other  action;  7.  cents;  for  every  bail  bond,  re- 
plevin bond,  or  bond  of  indemnity,  33  cents;  foe 
mileage  to  and  fromthe  place  of  serving  a  writ, 
to  be  counted  tnm  the  court-house,  except  wImtc 
mileage  is  included,  3  cents ;  for  turnkey  fees  vk 
every  commtStmr,  when  the  pwvon  is  aeiiully  is 
prison  tn,  the  county  jail,  tnit  not  vrithom,  S7 
cents ;  for  a  copy  of  a  pvoel  when  demanded,  7 
cents;  for  assigning. every  bail  bond,  30  e»ta; 
Air  sunimoning  the  grand  jury  to  attend  foi  oh 
year.^S;  for  smnmoDing  and  qualifying  two  ap- 
praisers, to  appraise  goods  taken  in  execntitM,  ta- 
cludiog  mileare,  53  cents;  for  advBrtiang  gM^ 
or  lands  for  sale<  to  be  paid  by  tke  party  ouly  is 
whose  ^uiis  the  said  adTertisements  are  mad^  fw 
once  advertising,  and  bo  Oiore,  67  cents  ;*  for  self- 
ing  goods  or  lands  exeoated,  or  delivering  Id  the 
creditors,  aod  returning  _^en  _/acta«,  tMitnni 
exponat,  lUxrarifada*,  or  levarijacia*,  for  any 
sum  not  exceeding  fifty  dollars,  fifty  three  eants; 
and  for  all  other  debts,  where  the  sum  is  above 
fifty  dollars,  three  cents  per  dollar  on  the  sale 
of  personal  estate,  and  two  cents  per  dc^r  on 
the  sale  of  real  estate,  for  the  whole  debt  aitd 
no  more;  and  that  no  dollarage  shall  be  paid  for 
more  than  the  real  debt  or  damage  due  to  the 
plaiolifi' named  in  the  execution;  and  one  cent  jiet 
dollar  on  all  prior  judgmeota  fioi  on  exccnuon, 
paid  off  by  money  arising  on  the  sale  of  lands  by 
any  execution,  and  that  no  dolleragesAall  be  ex- 
acted in  caie  there  is  not  sufficient  to  utisfy  tbe 
debt  or  damages,  otber  than  to  the  amonot  the 
goods  or  landsaclually  sold  for;  and  thatnoercdi- 
tor  who  may  have  had  ait  execution  laid  on  sack 
goodsor  taitds,  or  judgioeols  on  such  lanils,  they 
beitig  subject  to  piiur  ezecnuous  or  judgmenti, 
ihall  pay  any  dolhrage,  but  ibr  such  snin  as  he 
Jr  she  actually  receives  on  his  or  her  debt;  foi 
sitmrnoning  and  inqniring  into  tbe  vaine  of  rcnta, 
uts  and  profits  of  lands  b^  two  freebolden, 
iking  inquisition  and  return  thereon,  67  cent^ 
1  mileage  to  the  resnective  lands  ioqaired  on; 
for  executing  writs  oT^egit,  stlmmoning  and  qml- 
ifying  tbe  jury,  and  making  return  thereon,  in- 
cluding mileage  and  the  inquisition  thereon,  $4; 
for  executing  writ  of  inquiry  of  damages^  and 
evefy  otfael  writ  of  inquiry,  sammoning  and  at> 
testing  the  jury,  and  return  thereof,  maloding 
i)leage,$3;  executingwritsof  partittoo,siiBmon- 
-jg  and  attesting  Ihe  jury,  and  making  rrtnm 
thereof,  including  mileage,  $4;  for  atteodisr  Mt 
tbe  land  to  be  divided,  the  first  day,  |1 ;  for  ereiy 
day  longer,  67  oents;  serving  a  vtmrtfaaam  for 
a  struck  jury  to  attend  on  view  aod  trial,  in- 
eluding  mileage.ior  serving  a  twitirv/ac' 
struck  jury  to  attend  oo  trial,  9^  ;t  for  s 


Bee  chuitaT  68,  c.  This  sllowanoe  altered,  '  far 
advertising  tbe  fint  tim6,  60  cent* ;  and  for  tbe  aecand 
and  third  time,  4fi  cents  each." 

tSee  chsp.  68,  e.   This  ■llowance  aheied,  to  wii; 
■erviag  a  eenirt  faeitm  fat  a  strack  JU17,  indndiBg 
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.Dcach  venirt  facitu  juratora,  13  ceais. 
tendinff  '^b  R»t  dajr,  Ql;*  for  evetj  day  longer, 
W!  eenu  ;t  for  retumio^  the  habea$  corpora  jura- 
tomm,  and  venirt  fapuu  (hereon,  13  eeafa ;  for 
■erTiog  wriu  of  aluebmeDt,  laking  the  goods  oi 
land^  and  tDakiof  returji,  67  ceoU  spd  mileage ; 
for  le?yiDg.  the  attachmeot  ia  the  hnnds  of  garn- 
itbees,  aitd  Btiminoaiiig  them,  40  oenta ;  for  sell- 
ing goods  or  latuJB.npon  an  attachmeot,  the  same 
>■  a^  fiaifaciat ;  for  execntiiig  precepts  ia  cases 
fff  forcible  entry  and  detainu,  to  wii ;-  for  suin- 
moning  the  jury  and  return,  iDduiIiog  mileage, 
^;  for  attending  tlie  fint  day,  $1,;  for.erery  day 
longer,  67  centi;  for  terrilig  a  precept  or  writ  of 
leitiiution,  and  mileage,  SI  33^  for  execuiiof  ■ 
writ  of  estfepemeiit  for  all  temces,  besides  mile- 
age, QI  33)  for  levying  fine*  and  forfeitures,  2 
senu  per  dollar  J  for  whtppiag  every  person,  by 
judgment  of  court,  67  cenia ',  for  branding  and 
pillorying  a  person,  %\.  33i  for  branding  only,  67 
fieats ;  for  {wliorjiog  only,  67  cents ;  for  e^auiiftg 
a  sentence  of,aeBtl|,  %\t;  for  every  indiclmenc 
tried  or  submitted,  67  oents;  for  samaioniag  ibe 
members  of  the  Oeoaral  Asumbly,  in  their  -rd- 
■pecliTC  counties,  on  a  writ  from  the  QoTernor; 
%%,  to  be  paid  by  tbei  oounty. 

In  the  Courts  of  Over  and  Terminer. — Making 

SrocUmatioa  ihroggnout  the  county,  to  be  paid 
y  the  county,  $2;  for  aummoning  the  grand  jury 
and  petit  jury,  to  be  paid  as  above,  $8;  eve^y 
ammittiiw  \»  be  paid  by  the  party,  53  cents  J 
aeiving  and  retorDing  every  sumtaon*  fm  «  wit- 
oeaa,  13  cents  aod  mileage;  attending  oa  4he:said 
court  during  the  silting  thereof;  to  be  ex  q^!cto. 

In  th4  Court  of  Appeals.— For  bis  attendaaoe 
on  the  laid  conn  every  day  it  is  held,  $1,  to  be 
paid  by  the  Stale ;  same  feet  and  nitotge  on 
writs,  &e.,  b«  in  the  Supreme  Court. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  U  enacted,  That  none  of  the 
above  feea  shall  be  taken  by  anv  aheriO;  on  any 
MxeculioB  issued  by  a  juetiea  of  the  peace. 

Sbo.  U.  To  tbe  Clerk  of  the-Hi^h  Court  of 
Errora  and  Appeals.— For  writing,  iigning,  dfcc, 
«  writ  of  error,  gl  i  fo^  entering  eVery  action  ar 
appeal,  20  cenUj  for  Gline  error*. assigned,,  or 
cause*  of  appeal,  13  cents;  tor  reading  the  record, 
with  all  the  proceedings  helnw,  8&ceats;  for  every 
rstnutf  actually  filed,  13  cents;  for  every  discon- 
tinnanae  or  qua*hing  of  a  writ  of  error  or  appeal, 
13  cents;  for  entering  every  appearance  at  the 
first  term,  to  be  paid  by  the  patty  appearing,  13 
Qents ;  for  every  imparlance  or  conUnuance,  13 
cents;  forentenn^  Avery  judgment,  20  cenisifor 
wriiiog  every  writ  of  restitution,  procedendo,  or 
other  writ  not  before  mentioned,  $1 ;  for  entering 
every  want  of  attorney  or  rule  of  court,^13  cents; 
for  drawing  a  bill  of  costs,  containing  and  speei- 
{yiuff  the  pailioiilars  in  words  at  length,  and  de- 
livering the  Mme  to  the^  patty  applying.  67  cents. 


*  Ss*  chsp.  S8,  c  This  ■Uowsnce  is  Incnsa 
Meenth 

tThMB  allowancss  an  madeoidjin  ease*  of  si 
■■ne  ot  sheriff  in  lajinf  down  pretmuiiKis,  ta  en 
t,  bi  which  *M  diaptar  SS,  c 


Sec  la  To  the  Clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court 
and  the  Prothonotary  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas,  in  thejr  respective  courts. — For  writing^ 
signing,  and  sealing  every  certiorari,  itabeai  cor- 
ptU,  venire  facial,  kabeai  corpora,  juraiorum,  writ 
of  arrest,  attacbraeni,  replevin,  summons,  or  judi- 
cial writ,  if  drawn  by  iheclerk,  417  cent* ;  for  enter- 
ing every  action  or  indictment,  4  cents;  for  Gling 
every  declaration  or  indictment,  4  cents;  for  copy 
of  a  declaration  in  any  action  or  suit,  made  out 
and  delivered,if  required,  20  cents;  fur  withdraw- 
ing or  discoDtinuing  every  action,  4  cents;  fbi 
every  retra^rit, -if  actually  entered  and  filed,  4 
cents :  for  filing  every  demurrer,  plea,. replication, 
and  pleading  subsequent  and  issue,  in  any  action, 
to  be  paid  by  the  nariy  pleading,  7  cents ;  for  fil- 
ing record  relumea  on  a  certiorari,  ^  cents;  for 
reading  certiorari  and  reinrn, ,13  cents;  for  copy 
of  every  plea,  repliaation,-or  [ileading  subsequent, 
to  be  paid  by  toe  party  requiring  tne  same,  one 
eent  for  each  lineol  twelve  words;  for  calling  the 
jury  and  attesting  them,  13  cents;  for  attesting 
each  witness  on  a  (rial,  to  be  paid  by  the  parbr 
producing  suchi,  i  Dents;  for  attesting  the  bailis 
in  attend  the  jury,  7  cents ;  for  entering  an  arrest 
of  judgment,  |o  he  paid  by  the  party  moving,  7 
cents;  for  filing  rsascMu  in  arrest  of  jadgmcnL  3 
cents;  for  recording  every  verdict,  13  cents;  for 
entering  a  judgment,  7  cents;  for  entering  every 
appearance  at  the  first  term,  to  be  paid  by  the 
party  appearing,  7  cents ;  for  every  imparlance  or 
continuance,  3  cents;  (or  eaterii^  A-eoMmittitur, 
3  cents ;  for  admltsioa  of  every  guardian  or  next 
friend,  and  copy  signed  and  sealed,  13  cents ;  for 
entering  and  filing  every  warrant  of  attorney,  4 
ceQis;  for  drawing. a.btll  of  costs,  containing  and 
specifying  the  panjculars  in  words  at  length.  7 
cents;  for  acknowledging  satisl^ction  ,of  a  judg- 
inent  on  record,  7  cents;  for  acknowledgment  ot 
proving  of  a  deed  in  court,  with  a  certificate  signed 
and  sealed,  the  whole  busiitesa.  40  cents ;  for  read- 
ing a  dapcaitieo  fir  affidavit,  3  cents;  for  record- 
ing a  mark  or  brand,  I'd  cents ;  for  search  of  a  rec- 
ord, 7  cents;  entering  an  appeal  from  the  regisiei 
or  otpbisas'  eouct,  7.  ceais;  for  filing  exceptions^ 
7  cents;  for  filing  record  and  proceedings  re- 
turned, 7  cents;  lor  every  rule  of  reference,  uile 
to  plead,  or  other  rule  of  court,  4  cents ;  for  copy 
thereof,  signed  and  seftled^  13  cents;  for  entering 
and-filing  every  writ,  osiginal,  or  judicial,  which 
by  law.  is  atetDrnable  process, 4  cents;  for  taking 
and  filing  9very  affidavit  in  attachment  or  other 
matters,  required  to  be  done  by  him,  10  cents;  for 
reading  and  entering  a  report  of  auditors,. and 
filing  ue  same,  7  cents;  for  entering  on  record 
the  title  of  every  deed  acknowledged  or  proved  in 
court,  7  cents;  for  enterincaad  fiUng  every  rect^ 
nisance  of  ball,  7  cents;  for  a  copy  of  the  same, 
with  seal  and  certificate  signe4i  ^^  ^^"^  '•  ^°'  ^~ 
judieatipn  of  a  debtor  to  serve  his  creditors,  and 
all  proceedings  relating  tbereto,  67  cents ;  for  copy 
thereof,  with  seal  and  certificate  signed,  33  cents ; 
for  reading  and  entering' every  petition,  and  order 
thereon  for  a  sheriff  to  conv^  lands  sold  by  anr 
fm-iner  sherifi,  67  cents;  for  copy  thereof,  wita 
seal  and  certificate  signed,  if  required,  67  cents} 
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for  an  exempliScitioD  in  erery  eommoD  re«of  erf 
Bftder  aeal,  $3;  for  entering,  recording,  and  filiog 
all  the  proceedinga  therein,  $1  33;  for  writing, 
MgDJD^,  bod  sealing  every  subpcena  to  give  evi- 
dence, contBioing  iKc  names  of  foarperMiMi,  to  be 
paid  by  the  psriy  sutmnotiiBg',  33  eelits;  forevety 
subpana  cDniainiti^  a  less  auraber,  to  be  paid  as 
cboVe,  20  cents ;  for  drawing  out  a  list  of  Torly- 
ei^t  names  from  the  sheriff's  book  of  freeholders, 
for  a  special  or  sirack  jory,  and  all  bis  serrices  in 
striking  the  ssme,  40  cents  ;  for  copy  of  every  rec- 
ord or  other  pioceediog,  for  every  line,  iwdve 
words  toa  line,  1  ceoi ;  for  signing  any  ^rriting 
not  before  enumeraled,  or  *here  it  is  not  written 
by  the  clerk,  7  ceDts;  for  affixing  the  seal  of  of- 
fice to  any  wriling  not  before  enamerated,  IS 
cents;  for  eatering  up  judgment  by  warrant  of 
■tiorney,  and  all  She  services  thereon,  67  cents ; 
for  confe>sioD  of  a  judgment  oa  an  .amicable  suit, 
and  all  the  services  thereon,  90  cents ;  for  Record- 
ing a  ieslaium  fieri  facieta.  40  cents. 

Seo.  13.  And  to  fhe  Clerk  of  the  Stipreme 
Cotttt  in  the  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  and 
OeaeTalJail  Delivery,  double  ih«  fees  allowed 
the  Clerk  of  the  Oeneral  Qoarier  Sesaions  of  the 
Peace  and  Jail  Delivery.  (Por  these  ae<  after 
welioB  180 — ^'"^  f(f  i^ftling,  signing,  and  sealing 
a  precept  for  holding  a  Cotrri  ofOyerand  Termi- 
■er,  and  general  jail  delivery,  to  tn  paid  by  the 
eDnnIy,'tl;  fur  maktng  a  complete' transcript  of 
the  whole  record  on  a  conviction  for  k  capital 
ofl^ce,  lo  be  sent  to  the  Qovernor,  QS. 

Sec.  U.  And  iJiat  the  fees  belonging  to  the 
Register  of  the  Courts  of  Chancery  shall  be  at 
fdlows,  Tiz:-^Fm  wriiiBg;  signing,  and  sealing 
every  origJMl  writ,  40  eecls ;  for  erery.  sabpffins, 
bd  retpondendam,  or  other  suhpcena,  wiih  four 
tMiOes,  if  required,  93  eents;  if  only  one  name, 
fiO  cents;  for  every  attachment  ovder  seat,  47 
cents;  for  every  com missioir  of  rebetljoo,  under 
seal,  80  cents ;  for  every  tmdHa  querela  t)r  Writ  of 


puM,  orwextai,  47  cents;  for  a  writ  of  execution 
of  a  decree,  anil  t(;at,  67  cents;  for  entering  every 
Appearance,  7  oenis ;  for  writing  and  filing  every 
decree,  J  cent  per  liAe  of  twelve  wOTd$;  for  enter- 
ing every  dismission,  7  cents;  for  filing  every  bill, 
flea,  answer,  demti/rer,  replication,  or  rejoinder, 
cents;  for  filing  erery  affidavit.  4  cents ;  for  fil- 
ing imerro^tories,  depositions,  per  sheet,  7  ctntS; 
for  filing  a  petiiion,  7  cents;  for  every  rule,  order 
tbplead,  answer,  or  demurrer,  reply,  or  other  nile, 
7  cents ;  for  a  commission  to  exvmiHc  witnessed, 
tinder  hand  and  seal,  67  cents ;  fdr  recording  in 
bodks,  by  him  provided  fot  that  purpose,  of  com- 
tnissien  or  depoaition  of  witnesses,  1  eeni  per  line, 
IweiTe  words  in  a  line ;  for  a  deiJiwm*  potettatem, 
to  cents;  for  searching  for  every  order  or  decree, 
7  cents;  for  C  Of  J  of  arry  bill,  answer,  repllCHlion, 
iecree,  afBdavil,  otder,  &p.,  or  of  any  deeds,  pa- 
pers, letters,  or  accounts,  left  with  him  pnrsuant 
Id  an  order  of  court,  with  certificate  under  hand, 
1  cent  per  line,  twelve  words  to  a  line. 

Bec.  15.  And  that  the  fees  belonging  to  the 
Cierk  of  the  Cftnrt  of  the  Getteral  Quarter  Sea- 


sions  of  the  Peace  and  Jail  Delivery,  sbatl  be  as 
follows,  vix: — For  writing,  si^in^,  aod  snJiag 
ever^  warrant  of  the  peace  or  good  behaviour,  re- 
quiring to  bring  surelieB,  if  drawn  by  the  cierfc, 
10  cents;  for  writing,  signing,  and  seating eveiT 
common  warrant  or  mrtltfRtu,  if  drvwD  by  IM 
clerk,  13  cents ;  for  every  reoognisence,  if  ^wa 
by  him,  10 cents;  f»r  every  recogniaance reiamei 
by  B  justice  or  conservator  of  the  p««ce,  4  emis; 
for  entering  and  filing  an  indictment,  4  cent*;  fv 
copy  thereof,  if  required,  IS  cents ;  for  maki^ 
out  process  against  tbe'detendant  upon  an  iBdici- 
meni,  and  Siing  seal^  ST  cents ;  for  discbarge  of 
every  person  up<ni  bail  f^r  the  peaee,  good  behft- 
viour,  contempt,  or  indictment  retnmed  igtMta- 
mUs,  4  cents ;  for  every  plea  of  not  guilty,  4cenD,' 
for  entering  special  plea  or demttrrer, '4  oentijftc 
entering  every BUbmHsion,  7  eenia;  foreallmg  tbc 
jury  and  attesting  them,  13  ceals;  for  atiesling 
each  witness  on  e*«ry  tnal,  4  eenfa ;  for  ^cermg 
every  verdict,  10  cents;  for  entering  erwy  jod^ 
ment,  4ceniB;  for  cony  of  every  judgmest  wiui 
oerlificat?,  signed  pad  sealed,  20  cents;  for  re^ 
piling  a  recognlsBnoe,  4  cents ;  for  every  writ  at 
restiiutioB,  signed  and  sealed,  33  cents;  for  read 
ing,  entering,  and  filing  every  petition,  20  eeota; 
for  reading  and  filing  the  return  of  a  road,  IS 
cents;  for  recording  tne  aatne,  or  s«opy  iberco^ 
1  cent  per  line ;  foreotermg  Mwe^nMcqui,  7  eesis; 
for  «  nmiliter  to  join  iune,  7  cents ;  lor  a  eettsv 
feuiat,  signed  Bna'aea4ed,  20  cent*;  for  reading 
the  indictment  and  arraigning  the  eriminal,  4 
cents;  for  conlinuing  the  ciase,  4  cents;  for  read- 
ing every  dspoiition  on  trial,  4  eef)ls;forenreriag 
the  allowance  of  certiorari,' writ  of  error,  or  pro- 
cedendo, 4  cents;  for  entering  a  rule  tipon  motion 
to  arrest  judgment,  7  eente;  br  entemig  every 
eommittitw,  13  cents ;  for  entering  the  amat  of 
judgment,  7  cents;  fbr  an  habeas  eorpoa,  sigiied 
and.  seated,  20  cents;  ^drawing  up  and  enmin- 
ins  A«ry  record  of  hU  the  proceedings  npoa  an 
indictment,  in  abook  of  gttod  paper,  for  fereiy  Km 
containing  twelve  wonis,  1  cent ;  for  copy  tbcreoC, 
1  cent  per  line  of  twelve  words;  far  making  ow 
the  estreats  for  levying  fines  and  forieitures,  9 
cents ;  for  writing  everv  recommeadaiitw  for  li- 
cense to  keep  a  publieiioDse,  inn,  mTern,  or  ale- 
koDse,  13  cents;  for  a  process  againat  a  tnaaterio 
answer  the  complaint  of  an  apprentice,  or  servant, 
signed  and  sealed,  SO^esis ;  for  writing,  signiof, 
and  sealing  every  subprana  to  give  evidence,  cob* 
taining  the  names  of  four  wiinesses,  33  cents;  and 
for  every  lesser  number,  80  cents;  for  bilb  of 
costs,  eoniBining  and  ipecifymg  the  partiedera  in 
words  St  lei»gth  on  each  indictment,  7eeais;  fot 
writing,  signing,  and  sealing  every  judicial  ^rril 
in  criminal  causes,  20  oeols ;  for  every  seateh,  to 
be  paid  by  the  parly,  7  cents;  for  hi*  hand  to  any 
writing^  other  than  as  above-mentioned,  7  cents; 
foraflixiiig  seal  of  said  office  to  any  writii^  otba 
than  ss  above-mentioned,  7  cents;  for  rending 
evfry  petition  or  other  paper  to  the  courL  not 
before-mentioned,  to  be  done  ex  officio. 

Sro.  16.  And  that  the  fees  belougmg  to  tbe 
several  Registers  it  this  Slate  sball  Mas  follow^ 
Tiz ;    for  franiing  letten  of  admiiil»iniiM,W)ih 
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■eal,  Bad  registering  the  nme,  and  taking  bond, 
$2;  bat  if  the  estate  be  under  eighty  dollars, 
ihea  hair  feei,  and  do  more;  for  prbring  &  will, 
with  copy  and  seal,  and  recording  the  same,  $2 
37 ;  for  felters  test&mentary,  with  seal,  and  reeis- 
lering;  tbetn,  (1  07 ;  for  dnnring,  taking,  and  filiDg 
erery  bond  to  be  given  by  execucota,  53  cents ;  for 
erery  citation  or  aicaehmeat,  with  seal,  40  cenia ; 
for  entering  erery  Gitatinn,  i  ceii(3|foT  filing  an 
in»etiIory,  7  cents;  for  copy  of  an  inventory,  for 
«rery  line.  1  crol ;  for  *  search,  7  cents ;  for  a  copy 
of  letters  of  admiaittraiion,  adtninielration  bond, 
or  letters  testarneniary.  being  signed  andsealed,  53 
cents ;  for  a  caveat,  13  cents,  for  every  renuncia-- 
tion  entered  in  the  office,  S3  cents ;  for  a  copy  of 
arry  record,  paper,  aceonnt,  or  will,  to  any  person 
teqniriQg  tbe  same.  1  cent  per  line^  twelve  words 
to  B  line;  for  ap^intmg  and  qualifying tWo  free- 
holders as  appraisers^  or  warrant  to  swear  them, 
10  cents;  Tor  adminisiering  an  oath  or  affirmation 
to  executors,  administrators,  or  subscribing  wit- 
nesses to  a  will,  to  be  done  ex  officio;  for  admin- 
istering mn  oath  or  affirmation  to  any  other  wit- 
ness, 7  cents;  for  taking  a  <}epoaition  in  writing 
in  any  cause  before  him,  20  cents  ;  for  definitive 
sentence  in  any  case  before  him,  and  recording 
the  same,  5'i  cents:  for  every  injetlocutory  order, 
30  cents;  fbr  affixing  bit  ha^d^to  any  eertiflcaCt 
not  before  menliooed,  13  cents;  for  tilins:  every 
necDUat,  7  eenti;  fbr  adjasling  and  settling  an 
e3eeuior,'or  administnitar,  or  guardian's  account, 
examining  and  casiinenp  the  inventorv  and  ap- 
praiiement,  entering  the  order  «ncl  Gnu  sentence 
thereon,  roaklng  the  calculations  and  distribution 
OD  said  account,  and  makiWa  record  of  sQch  set- 
tlement, if  such  account  be  one  hundred  and, 
twenty  dollats,  91;  ifunder  eight  hundred  dollars,' 
g2;  and  il  above  eight  hnAdred  dollars,  $3.;  for 
writing,  signingjahd  sealing  every  subjKEna  lo  giie 
eTklecee,  containing  the  name«  of  four  persons. 
to  be  paid  by  the  party  suminDniiig,  33 cents;  and 
for  every  snbpCBna  containing  a  less  number,  to 
be  paid  as  above,  20  cents;  for  enterinKBodfilmg 
every  writ,  which  is  by  law  B'returnable  process ; 
4  ceota;  for  affixing  the  seal  of  office  to  any 
writing,  not  hereinbefore  enumerafed,  13  cents. 

8bc.  17.  That  the  fees  belonging  to  tbe  several 
Clerks  of  the  Orphans'  Courts  in  thio  State  shaU 
be  as  fdlo'w,  viz:— For  reading  and  Bling  a  peti- 
tioo,  7  cents;  for  reading  a  will  or  inventory,  4 
cents ;  for  entering  an  order  of  court  or  final  sen- 
tence, 10  cents;  for  reading  tetters  of  administra- 
tion or  teHtaraeatary,4  cents;  for  tbe  appointment 
of  a  guardian,  taking  bond,  recording- same,  with  a 
oopT,  under  seal,  40  cents;  for  binding  an  orphan, 
wiiFi  a  copy,  under  seal,  33  cents;  for  reading, ea- 
terittg.  and  filing  e  petition  for  a  division,  or  vat- 
DBtioD,  or  sale  of  lands,  j^.,  and  order  thereon, 
20  cents ;  for  recording  and  copying  the  same,  1 
eent-per  line ;  for'filnigsn  appeal,  and  ezeSptions 
OB  an  eocecDior,  administrator,  or  gnardian's  ac- 
count, entering  the  order  and  final  sentence,  mak- 
ing the  CBlcnration  and  diotribation  on  said  ac- 
count, filing  the  same,  and  all  other  services,  67 
eeats;  for  entering  every  order  of  court,  4 cents; 
foi  enteiiog  an  acceptaneeaod  assign  men  I. of  lands 


at  the  valuation,  7  cents;  for  drawing  and  taking 
a  recognisance  at  large,  in  tbe  name  of  the  Sute, 
from  any  person  accepiine  lands  and  (enementa 
valuation,  20  cents;,  for  each  advertisement 
ale  of  land,  7  cents;  for  every  citation,  sign- 
id  sealed.  20  cents;  for  qualifying  every  wit- 
brought  before  tbe  court,  4  cents;  for  eveij 
attachment  for  contempt,  20  cents;  for  every 
lubpcena,  containing  the  naqies  of  four  persons^ 
13  cents;  less  than  four,  ^  cents;  for  recordings 
every  other  matter  and  thing  in  the  same  court, 
of  an  admioisira lot's  account,  or  other  ree- 

,  when  required,  for  every  line,  not  less  than 
twelve  words,  1  cent  per  line;  for  the  seal  of  of- 
fice to  any  writing  not  before  enumerated,  if  re- 
quired, 10  cents ;  far  certificate  to  any  copy  not 
before  enumerated,  7  cents;  for  every  search,  7 
cents ;  for  every  bill  of  costs,  containing  and  apn- 
cifying  the  particulars,  7  cents;  for  reading  and 
filing  every  return  of  division,  valuation,  or  sale 
of  lands,  20  cents. 

Bec.  18.  Attorney  at  Law. — For  every  writ,  if 
drawn  by  tbe  attorney,  40  cents;  for  every  ap- 
pearance, for  either  plaintiS*  or  defendant,  in  ■ 
suit,  $2  60;  for  every  appeal  botid  for  prosecuting 
ap  appeal  in  the  court  .ot  appeals,  one  dollar ;  for 
every  appeal  bond  for  prosecuting  an  appeal  from 
tbe  orphans'  court, one  dollar;  for  drawing  every 
warrant  of  attorney,  thirteen  cents;  for  giving 
oyer  of  a  bond  or  other  oyer,  one  cent  per  Una, 
twelve  words  to  a  line,  to  be  paid  by  the  parly 
craving  oyer;  for  drawing  out  the  general  istna, 
10  ceott;  for  all  pleadings  in  n  cause  sobsequetit 
to  u  declaration,  to  be  paid  by  the  party  pleading, 
every  line  of  twelve  words,  injunction,  pr ohim- 
tio9,  &c.,  1  cent;  fur  declaration,  plea,  &c.,  by 
warrantofattD[Der,$2  67. 

Sep. 19.  And  that  the  fees  belonging  to  tb« 
Notaries  and  Tabellions  Public  for  this  State  shall 
be  as  follow,  viz: — For  registering  a  bill  of  ez- 
change,  piomisaocy.  note,  or  bank  note,  20  cents; 
for  registering  a  foreign  sea  protest,  $1 ;  for  regis- 
tering an  obligation,  letter  of  attorney,  or  writing 
of  the. usual  length  of  one  of  these,  with  a  pro- 
bate, under  se^I,  and  certificate,  Ql  i  for  r^islet' 
ing  a  bill  of  sale,  probate,  4,c^  80  cents;  for  re- 
gistering a  foreign  bill  of  eichang&^  prolesie^ 
with  a  certificate,  67  cents;  for  a  certified  copy  of 
such  protest,  sixiy-seven  cents;  for  drawine  and 
registering  a  common  sea  protest,  with  seal,  siz- 
ty-seven  cents ;  for  drawing  and  registering  a 
prote.it  against  a  merchant  or  merchant)  for  de- 
tain ijig  a  ship  beyond  proper  lime,  with  answer 
and  pcrsistance  to  protest,  with  seal,  and  register- 
ing, $4;  for  a  certified  copy  of  a  common  sea  pro- 
test, under  seal,  $1  67 ;  for  a  certified  copy,  under 
iteal.'of  protest  against  a  merchant,  Slc,  $2;  for 
attestation  to  a  letter  of  attorney,  obligation,  &c^ 
under  stal,  60  cents;  for  notarial  affidavit  to  an 
account,  under  seal,  53  cents;  for  protest  of  a  bill 
of  exchange  for  non-acceptance  for  non-payment, 
or  promissory  note  for  mm -pay  meat,  and  regis- 
tering seal,  &j:.,  BD  cent&. 

'  Sec.  20.  That  the  fees  belonging  to  the  Clerks 
of  ibq  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  shall 
I  be  OS  Ibllows,  viz :— For  reading  every  petition  of 
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k  private  nature,  sod  (he  sereral  eolrtea  alleodaal 
thereoD,  to  be  paid  by  the  party,  50  cent^;  for 
topy  of  BTcry  petition,  when  required,  with  the 
uameE  of  the  signers  thereof,  end  ceriificHte,  50 
centa,  to  be  paid  as  above ;  for  copy  of  every  or- 
^er  of  the  House  in  private  matters,  and  ceriifi- 
«ale.  83  eents,  to  be  paid  bk  above ;  for  copy  of 
any  papers  filed  in  the  House,  when  required,  for 
every  line,  twelve  worda  to  aline,  1  cent  per  line; 
for  certificate  thereto,  7  cents ;  for  every,  search 
in  private  matters,  7  cents ;  for  engrossing  a  bill, 
for  ev^ry  sheet,  2  cents  per  line  of  twelve  words  ; 
for  every  day's  attendance  as  clerk,  transctibisg, 
&c^  (2  per  day,  and  no  more. 

Sec.  31.  And  the  fees  belonging  to  the  S< 
geanl-ai- Anns  shall  be  as  follows,  viz : — For  sei 
ing  every  order,  %\\  for  taking  any  person  ir 
custody,  33  cents  ;  for  travelting  charges,  per  mile, 
%  cents  going,  ini]  the  same  returning;  for  everv 
day's  attendance  on  any  person,  Vhete  committed, 
26  cents. 

Sac.  22.   Fees  to  the  Doorkeepers  of  the  re- 
spective Houses. — For  every  day's  attendance.  SI. 
Sec.  23.  To  theBell-ringer  of  iheGenerat' As- 
sembly.—For  eacb  day,  33  cents. 

Sec.  24.  Fees  to  (he  Coroner  of  each  county. — 
For  viewing  the  body  of  any  person  slain  or 
murdered,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  goods  and  chattels, 
lands  ana  tenements,  of  the  murderer  or  slayer, 
if  he  baib  any ;  but  if  he  hath  not,  by  the  county, 
beeidea  mileage,  from  th^  court-house  to  where 
the  body  is  found,  SI;  for  sumtnoning  and  quali- 
fying the  inquest,  drftwing  and  returning  the  in- 
quisition, including  mileage,  )S  ;  for  ttimmoning 
atid  qualifying  each  witness,  and  mileage  from 
the  place  where  (he  body  is  found,  33  cents  ;  for 
taking  examinations  or  deposiiimis  of  witnesses 
in  writing,  for  each,  20  cents ;  for  taking  every 
recognisance,  10  cent*  ;  for  summoning  orarrest 
ing  the  sheriB*,  or  any  other  person  where  he  ii 
pany,  executing  a  writ  of  peri  f ados,  or  othei 
execution,  the  same  fees  as  are  allowed  the  sheriff 
in  like  cases ;  for  travelling  charges,  13  ci 
per  mile. 

Sbo.  25.  To  the  Crier.— For  every  action 
tered  in  the  supreme  court  and  in  tne  court  of 
common  pleas.  13  cents;  for  every  suit  in  ' 
court  of  appeals,  67  cents ;  for  calling  each 
tieas  on  a  trial,  2  cents ;  for  catling  a  jury  sworn 
at  the  bar.  7  cents  ;  every  indiciment,  13  cents : 
calling  a  nonsuit,  7  cents ;  calling  a  default,  7 
cents;  every  attorney  admitted  on  record,  $1 ; 
every  common  recovery  suffered  in  court,  40 
cents ;  every  prothonotary,  sheriff,  clerk  of  the 
peace,  or  clerk  of  (he  supreme  court,  the  first  time 
after  (hey  undertake  the  execution  of  their  re- 
spective offices,  %\;  clearing  every  peraon  by 
proclamation,  7  cents;  for  every  judgment  in 
the  orphans'  court,  each  10  cents ;  openbg  and 
adjourning  the  court,  lo  be  paid  by  (he  couhty, 
7  cents. 

Sac.  26.  To  the  Surveyors  of  Lands.-— For 
each  day's  attendance  as  a  surveyor  on  view  of 
land,  or  other  service  required  lo  be  performed  by 
any  act  of  Assembly  of  this  Slate,  for  eai;h  day's 
necessary  attendance.  $2 ;  for  every  map,  plot,  or 


aught,  with  explanatory  DOtea,  auch  sum  aa  the 

court  sball  allow. 

Sec.  27.  To  the  Chain  Carriers.— For  each  d»y 

with  accommodation,  90  centa. 

Sec.  36.  And  that  the  fees  belonging  to  the  jn- 

rs  and  inquests  within  this  Slate  afaall  beaslol- 

w,  viz:— For  trying  all  actions  on  i»ue  joined, 

icb  juror  sworn  or  affirmed,  13  cents ;  for  every 

inquisition  on  writ  of  inquiry  of  damagea,  ele^t, 

partition,  inquest  of  office,  or  any  other  isnc^vaj, 

earh  per  diem,  33  cents;  for  every  inqDiaitioa 

de  by  the  coroner,  or  other  proper  officer,  ob 

wof  a  dead  body,  to  each  jurt»,.33  cents;  fbi 

:h  juryman  summoned, and  attending  on  view, 

per  diem,  33  cents ;  for  each  juror  or  freeboldei ' 

appointed  by  the  orphans!  court,  (o  divide  oivaloc 

lands  under  the  ioieatate  act  of  this  State,  or  10 

view  and  make  ah  estimate  of  the  annonl  vsIMi 

dbc,  of  minors'  lands,  under  Ibe  act  for  ameudiiig 

the  laws  rejatiog  to  testamentary  a&irt,  and  for 

the  belter  settling  intestates'  estates,  50  cent*  per 

diem;    for  every  auditor  appelated  by  rule  of 

court,  for  making  report  or  award,  67  centa;  foi 

every  day  after  the  first,  33  cents. 

Every  bailiff  or  constable  attending  the  grand 

jury,  50  cents  per  diem,  to  be  paid  by  the  county. 

Aliending  each  petit  jury  on  a  trial,  till  th^ 

a  verdict,  23  cents,  to  be  paid  by  Ike 


parly. 
Theshi 


andai 


iff  and  every  inspector  wid  clerk: 

iding  the  general  elections  '  ' 


of  Ike 
more,  to  be  paid 


eouQijes.^l  50  per  day,  and  n 
by  the  county^ 

£very  cooatable  who  abalL  attend  tlte  coort  of 
oyer  and  terminer  and  general  jail  delivery,  at 
CDUrtbf  general  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace  and 
jail  delivery,  not  exceediur  three,  to  be  selected 
by  the  court,  50  cents  per  diem. 

Every  grand  juror  summoned  and  awom,  for 
;very  day  of  his  attendance  and  service  in  any  of 
the  courts  of  this  State,  provided  he  is  sw«an  or 
affiroied  before  the  charge  Is  gireo,  lo  be  paid  by 
the  county,  80  cents.* 

Every  petit  juror  summaned,  for  ever;  day  of 
his  attea dance,  provided  he  appears  at  every  call- 
ing of  his  name  by  order  of  the  court,  u  be  paid 
by  the  county,  80  cents-f 

Every  witness,  for  every  day  of  his  or  her  a^ 
tendance  in  any  of  the  courts  of  this  State,  if  be 
or  she  resides  out  of  the  countv  from  wheaca  the 
Bummona  issues,  80  cents}  and  if  i&  the  coauty, 
53  cents.]: 

Every  witness,  for  every  day's  attendance  be- 
fore a  justice  of  the  peace,  30  ceutg^and  no  More. 

Sec.  29.  AtU  be  it  enacted,  That  the  act  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  increase  the  daily  allowaace  of 
grand  aqd  petit  jurors  and  witneaaes,"  is  heieby 
repealed,  made  null,  and  void. 

*  An  addittoMd  all«wano«  of  thrae  conla  par  ais 
from  fimcB  of  abode  to  oaun-hooss,  for  aadi  da;  af  Ihav 
■Itiindancs,  in  chap.  104,  a. 

t  A  likt  additioiial  allowanoa  in  chap.  104,  c  aa  ia 

preceding  Dote. 

^  In  HLid  chap.  104,  c.  like  additional  aUowanee  tt 
to  jaroia  before. 
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See.  30.  To  the  Sbeiid  Tor  serving  eiecuiiODs 
issued  by  a  Joilice  of  the  Fe&ee. — For  a\\  eieca- 
tioni  for  debu  nol  neeedinff  foartecn  dolUm,  tbe 
■om  of  tottf  ceura ;  for  klf  ciecuiions  on  debia 
above  foarteen  dollan,  aod  not  eieeeding  ibiriy* 
twodolUra,  Bi  tbe  »ie  of  fire  per  cent,  on  the 
mm  ■etually  levied  and  raiied  ;  aeii  that  no  mile- 
ice  OT  Dtber  fees  shajl  be  paid  or  allow;ed  to  any 
aberiff  on  any  exeoutioa  issued  by  «  jostiee  of  the 

Sk).  31.  Appiaiien  appomted  by  the  register 
for  tbe  probale  of  wilU  and  griniiDg  leilera  of 
admiDiftration.  for  anf  estate  not  esceediog  on* 
buKdred,and  tbiiif -iiz  dollar*,  by  ibera  appraised 
i>i  rained,  shall  hftve  and  leceive  at  the  rale  of 
two  ceoCa  for  every  dollar;  and  for  all  estates 
above  one  bundrcd  and  thirty-«ix  doltan,and  nol 
exceeding  tbive  hundred  dolUrs,  ai  the  rate  of 
one  cent  for  every  dollar :  and  for  all  estates  at' 
ceeding  ibree  btradrcd  dollars,  at  the  rate  of  one 
cent  for  every  three  dollars,  and  Uo  more. 

Sec.  32.  And  be  it  enacted,  Tbat  the  act  enti- 
tled "An  act  for  apprmiiemeni  of  goods  taken  in 
•xeention,"  sball  be,  and  is  hereby,  lepealed. 

Sec.  33.  To  a  Constable  for  serving  a  warrant 
or  tammcHis  in  casas  of  debL— For  tverv  warrant 
or  summons,  including  mileage,  and  all  ^rvioc^ 
except aDmmoKUgof witnesses, Dntiljadgment  is 
obtained,  33  cents ;  for  snmmonng  witnene*  or 
auditors  for  the  trial  of  any-mailer  before  a  justice 
of  th«  pMce,  10  cents  each,  Xnd  mileage ;  for 
serving- every  warrant  in  criminal  matters,  incla- 
ding  mileage,  60  cents;  for  summoning  every 
witness,  10'  eenti,  and  mileage ;  for  conveying 
person  to  '  ''       '  "" 

mileage. 

STATE  OF  MASTLAND. 
April  seakin,  ITlfi,  ch.  48,  s.  T. 
Fees  allowed  to  Attorneys  mt  Law  in  the  courts 
of  law  and  eqoitjr  io  the  State  of  Maryland. — 
There  shall  be  paid  to  any  attorney  m  oinei  per- 
son practising  the  law  in  any  of  the  coanty  courts 
of  this  province,  for  bringing,  prosecuting,  or  de> 
fending  any  action,  of  wnal  nature  or  quality  so- 
ever, to  final  judgraeni,  agreement,  or  other  end 
thereof,  tbe  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  of  tobac- 
co, unless  the  principal  debt  and  damage,  or  bal- 
ance of  any  debt  and  damage  sued  for  and  recov- 
ered, do  exceed  tbe  sum  of  two  thousand  pounds 
of  tobacco  or  ten  pounds  sterling;  that  then  the 
nid  attornev  shall  have  two  hundred  pounds  of 
tobacco,  ina  no  more;  and  to  any  attorney  or 
other  person  practising  tbe  law  in  the. provincial 
court,  high  court  of  cMucery,  commissary'i  court, 
or  for  piosecmiog  or  defending  any  appeals,  writs 
of  error,  or  ^ny  other  matter  or  thing  whatsoever, 
before  his  Excellency  tbe  Oovemor  and  Cotincil, 
the  several  sums  hereafter  expreued  and  set  down; 
tbat  is  to  say,  for  prosecuiiag  or  defending  anjr 
cause,  plaint^  or  action,  of  wlut  nature  soever  in 
ibe  provincial  court,*  to  final  judgment,  agree- 

•This 


tnent,  or  other  end  thereof,  tbe  sum  of  four  hun- 
dred pounds  of  tobacco,  and  no  more ;  for  iny  fee 
in  Ibe  high  court  of  cbaocerv,  and  court  of  vioe- 
admiralty,  six  hundred  pounds  of  tobacco,  and  no 
more ;  for  any  fee  in  the  commissary's  court,  four 
hundred  ponnds  of  tobacco,  and  no  more ;  foranjr 
fee  upon  any  writ  of  error  or  appeal  which  ahall 
be  before  his  Excellency  lheOoveritorandCoua> 
cil,*  six  hundred  pounds  of  tobacco,  and  no  more ; 
and  to  His  Uajesty's-attorney  general  for  any  ac- 
tion in  tbe  provioeial  court,  at  the  suit  of  Hit 
Majesty,  indictment,  prMntmeni,  or  information, 
the  sum  of  fodr  hundred  pounds  of  tobacco,  ana 

November  sssMoni'ISOSiCh.  GS.a.  16. 

Tbat  all  attoTney&  practising  in  the  court  of  ap- 
peals of  tbis  Stale  sball  be  entitled  to  receive  the 
same  fees  as  aiiorneys  were  entitled  to  receive  in 
tbe  late  Oeneral  Court. 

The  foUowtiig  fees  are  allowed  to  the  several 
officers  hereina^er  mehtioned  by  [be  act  of  No- 
yember,  1770,  ch.  25,  to  wit : 

To  tbe  Register  in  Chancery. — A  subpKna  ad 
resnontienijunt,  with  not  more  than  .three  names 
aoo  return,  12  ponnds  of  tobacco ;  every  name 
more  than  three,  2  pounds;  ftn  injunction,  and 
return,  38  pounds  ;  f  writ  of  sequestration,  and 
return,  per  side,  and  so  pf o  rats,  8  pounds  ;  an  au- 
dita querela,  and  return,  86  pounds ;  filing  every 
bill  in  chancery,  30  pounds ;  every  court  tbe  saute 
shsll  continue  to  be  charged  to  the  complainant 
,o6Iy,  io  pounds ;  filins  every  answer  in  cosocerT, 
17  ponnos;  every  oatn  to  the  same  if  taken  ii^ 
coort,  6  pounds ;  recording  every  reluin  of  cam- 
mission  and  dei>ositioo,  per  side,  and  so,  pro  rata, 
8  pounds ;  a  writ  of  adquod  dammtm,  and  return, 
per  side,  and  so  pro  rata,  8  pounds;  every  order 
on  motion,  12  pounds ;  for  a  ne  exfot,  aod  return, 
64  pound* ;  for  drawing  any  matter  or  thing  not 
menticioed  tbat  pas^eth  the  seal.  If  it  exceeds  one 
side,  computing  seven  words  to  be  a  line,  and  fif- 
teen lines  to  a  side,  aOd  so  pro  rata,8  pounds;  for 
lecordiDK  (be  same,  per  side,  as  before,  8  pound* ; 


and  no  copy  taken,  15  pounds;  if  copy  taken,  nn 
charge  for  the  search;  for  filing  every  plea  in 
chancery  if  not  recorded,  4  pounds;  for  filing  every 
dnmnrrer  iq chancery,  if  not  recorded, 4  pounds; 
for  recording  the  ssme  per  side,  and  so  pro  rata,  4 
pounds ;  an  attachment  of  contempt,  aod  return, 
8  pounds ;  a  proclamation  of  rebellion,  and  re- 
turn, 64  pounds;  a  commission  of  rebellion,  and 
return,  64  pounds;  ^liog  aceonnls,  books  of  so- 
counts,  bonds,  deeds,  or  other  papers  or  writings, 
referred  lo  and  made  part  of  any  bill  in  chancery, 
plea,  answer,  or  other  pleadings  or  process  there- 
upon, if  not  recorded,  4  pounds;  for  recording  the 
same,  per  side,  and  so  pro  rata,  4  pounds ;  for  filing 
every  return  of  commission  and  deposition,  u 
nol  recorded,  fourpounds;  for  recording  the  same, 
per  side,  and  tb  p^  rata,  four  pounds ;  for  filing 
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f^rery  deposition  i&kea  in  coart  of  chancery  with- 
out commisBioD,  if  not  recorded,  four  pounds ;  for 
recording  the  saoie,  per  side,  aod  so  pro  rata,  four 
pouods  ;  filing  every  petilion  in  cbaoceiy  and  or- 
der thereoa  if  not  recorded,  4  pouods ;  for  record- 
u^  Uie  same,  per  side,  and  lo  pro  rata,  4  pouods ; 
fiimg  every  bond  with  or  without  aecuiiiy  if  oot 
recorded,  4  pounds ;  for  recordiog  the  same,  per 
aide,  and  so  pro  rata,  4  pounds ;  for  every'subpceoB 
witb  not  more  than  three  namei  and  return,  12 
pounds;  for  every  Dame  more  than  three,  two 
pounds  ;  aoommissiou  to  examiae  evidences,  per 
lide,  and  so  pro  rata,  6  pounds;  for  copy  of  any 
matter  or  thing  herein  before-mentioned,  if  re- 
quired and  delivered,  per  side,  and  so  pro  rata,  8 
pounds. 

To  the  Clerks  of  the  Oeneral  Court  on  the 
Western  and  Eastern  Shores,  respectively. — A 
rvcordari  and  return,  6  pounds  of  tobacco  ;  a  writ 
of  inquiry  of  damagea  and  return,  per  side  and  so 
pro  rata,  6  poands  ;  for  entering  an  appeal,  eight 
pounds  ;  a  commission  to  lake  acknowledgments 
Bod  return,  64  pounds  ;  a  writ  of  covenant  to  pass 
a  fine,  and  rettirn,  8  pounds;  a  writ  of  assize,  and 
retam,  51  pounds ;  e  writ  of  metms  inquirendum, 
or  monatraventnt,  and  return,  64  pouods;  any 
varraot  or  license,  8  pounds;  aicy  other  pass  or 
discharge,  8  ponada ;  writing  a  sheriff's  caramis- 
sioD,  bond,  and  recording  it,  150  pounds ;  for  filing 
every  special  plea  (Lad  eve'ry  other  pleading  lo 
making;  up  the  issue  for  each  if  iiol  recorded,  4 
pounds ;  for  recording  the  same,  per  side,  and  so 
ij  4  pounds ;  for  filing  ever^  account,  if  not 


Lprocedemi 


pro  raia,  4  puuuua  ;  lor  luiDg  ei 

recorded,  4  pounds;  for  recording'' thi      ,  ^ 

side,  and  so  pro  rata,  4  pounds ;  for  filing  plots 


per 
,     .  .  ^  ,      s  or 

it  of  survey  out  of  the  Generaf  Court,  and 
depositions  if  not  recorded,  4  pounds;  foE  record- 
ing depositions,  per  side,  and  so  pro  rata,  4  pounds  ; 
taxing  and  filing  bill  of  costs,  8  pounds  ;  a  copy 
thereof,  ifdemanded,  with  the  articles  at  large,  8 
pounds;  issuing  every  eSeeution,  and  filing  the 
same,  and  return,  without  any  charge  for  copy  of 
judgment,  14  pounds ;  habere  faeiaapoaiestionem, 
and  return,  16  pounds;  a  writ  of  pome  comitatia, 
and  return,  51  pounds;  a  writ  of  discharge,  if  any, 
and  return,  51  pounds;  writing  and  recording  a 
commission  for  every  county  court,  210  pounds; 
issuing  and  filiog  every  common  writ  and  return, 
13  pounds ;  Sling  every  declaration  if  not  record- 
ed, 4  pounds ;  For  recording  the  same,  per  side, 
and  so  pro  rata,  4  pounds;  every  appearance  en- 
tered or  either' parly  in  the  General  Court,  six 
ponnds;  entry  of  defendant's  imparlance,  fbur 
pounds ;  a  continuance  or  reference  to  he  charged 
to  the  plaintiff  only  4  pounds;  makiog  up  the 
issue  or  issues  in  every  suit,  when  done  by  the 
clerk,  20  pounds ;  rule  to  plead  for  trial  when  or- 
dered by  the  court,  4  potinds ;  a  twitre  facias  for 
jurors,  if  issued  by  the  order  of  the  court.  16 
pounds;  a  copy  of  the  panel,  4  pounds;  entering 
panel,  4  pounds ;  entering  every  verdict,  4  pounds; 
entenn?  and  signing  judgment, 38  pounds  ;  a  short 
copy  or  the  judgment,  ifdemanded,  16  pounds,  a 
transcript  of  the  whole  proceedings,  per  bide,  and 
so  pro  rata,  8  pounds;  scire  facia*  on  a  judgment, 
pet  side,  and  so  pro  rata,witbont  any  charge  for 


search  or  copy  of  judgm^it,  8  pounds  ;  metre  fa- 
daa  against  special  bail,  per  aide,  and  ao  pro  rata, 
ithout  any  charge  fbr  seareh  or  copy  of  jn'f- 
'  8pounds  ;a  replevin, and  refurn,  12  pouD^ 
^ndo,  and  return,  16  poande  ;  a  writ  of 
um,  16  pounda ;  drawiog  derfik 
nui*  voteatatem  to  examipe  evidracea,  32  pouadb ; 
a  habeat  corput,  and  return,  2S  poonds ;  an  dcgiL 
and  relum,  22  pounds ;  a  warrant  of  anrvey,  and 
return,  33  pouods ;  a  certiorari,  and  retara,  3 
pounds ;  a  commission  of  otuitta,  and  retnrv,  32 
pounds ;  a  writ  of  diminution,  and  retnm,  16 
pouods;  a  writ  of  error  to  the  eoonlr  eovrt, and 
return,  38  pounds ;  a  fcire  faciia  tbereapou,  aad 
return,  16-poDada;  a  Mtpenednu  thereapon,  aad 
return,  16  pounds ;  entering  an  acknDwlednDCSl 
of  deed  of  conveyaaee  in  court,  six  poiMib;  re- 
cording a  conveyance,  per  side,  and  »o  pro  rata. 
8  pounds ;  filing  every  reeogoisance  lakm  oai  of 
oourt,  if  not  recorded,  4  pottnds;  reeonfiiw' tfae 
same,  per  side,  and  bo  pro  rata,  4  poonds ;  tab'n; 
every  recognisance  iacanrl,  with  or  withoni  sare- 
lies,  4  pounda;  appearance  cj  the  pnneip^  u 
every  reoognisaoce, 8  pounds;  for  ilingMlaking 
every  special  bail  in  or  oat  of  court,  8  poandi ;  an 
atiaobmeot  with  actre  fadai,-  and  retnm,  36 
pounds ;  discharging  everr  reco^isanee  with  oi 
wJthoHl  seourily,  12  pooaclB ;  a.  copy  of  every  i«- 
cognisance,  18  pounds  i  every  proccsa  lo  appre- 
hend a  criminal,  issued  "by  order  of  court,  and  re- 
turn, 16  pounds ;  appoaranee  of  the  peraon  charg- 
ed to  every  indicinMnlor  yBrdiet,6  p€>ands;acire 
faeia*  against  security  for  cost  oB  a  rttagnisaaoe^ 
per  ride,  and  so  pro^vata  and  reltrrn,  withoni  mnf 
charge  for  search  or  other  nutter,  eight  pounds ; 
swearing  every  jury,  46  pounds ;  swearing  every 
bailiff,  4  pounds  ;  every  ovh  taken  in  court,  four 
pounds;  duoeatecutN^  and  return,  per  side,  as  be- 
fore, 8  pounds ;  affixing  the  seal  of  the  court  to 
the  copy  of  any  judgment  or  a  transcript  of  any 
judgment  or  any  record  or  cenifieaie,  13  poaods; 
taking  security  on  condemnation  On  attachment, 
6  pouods ;  a  writ  of  restitution,  per  nde,  and  so 
pro  rata,  8  pounds ;  entering  action  agreed. straek 
off,  or  abated,  2  pounds;  a  tcirt  facia*  on  acerfi- 
orort,  per  side,  aod  so  pro  tata-Sponods;  a  adn 
facia*  on  cOtdita,  ^tteraa,  per  side,  and  so  pro  raa, 
8  pounds  ;  commission  to  eiamine  evidence*,  per 
side,  and  so  pro  rata,  8  pounds  ;  anatUchmentca 
non-compliance  with  the  common  rule  in  eject- 
ment, per  side,  and  so  pro  rata,  ewbi  ponnd);  a 
genersl  coiDri  commission,  per  sine,  and  so  pro 
rata,  eight  pounds ;  a  sammons  in  partiiion  p«t 
Side,  and  return,  and  so  pro  rata,  eight  poonds  -, 
a  writ  of  partiiioQ,  and  return,  per  lidc^  and  so 
pro  rata,  eight-  potinds ;  an  attacbmeat  in  parti- 
tion and  return  per  side,  and  so  prorata,  eight 
pouods ;  an  habera  JaeioM  teitinam^  and  return, 
per  side,  and  so  pro  rata,  eight  ponnds ;  every 
respite  aiid  continuance,  14  poatKls;  every  order 
in  CTi'minal  cashes,  8  pounds;  every  indictmeoL 
per  side,  and  so  pro  rata,  8  pounds ;  a  copy  of  eve- 
ry indictment,  per  side,  and  so  pro  laia,  8  pounds; 
filing  plea  to  the  s^me,  8  pounds;  recording  the 
same,  per  side,  and  so  pro  rata,  8  pounds;  confe*- 
sion  to  every  indictment,  8  pounds ;  every  indid- 
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ment,  after  the  first  ttRioe,  10  paunda  ;  allowance' 
of  a  writ  of  error,  10  pounds;  inle  of  trial,  eight 
poDDds:  recording  the  verdict,  4  pounds;  enter- 
ing coDTiction  and  sigoing  judgmeut,  25  pounds ; 
every  dealb  warraDt,  36  pounds ;  a  writ  of  wilh- 
ernaiD,  and  return,  25  poifnds  ;  a  writ  of  estrepe- 
meot,  and  return.  25  ponnds ;  for  issuing  commis- 
sion to  trustees  noder  (be  act  for  regQlaiing  ai- 
tachtDents.  per  side,  and  so  pro  rata,  8  pounds; 
filing  same,  and  the  retnrnand  proceedings  of  the 
Irastees,  8  pounds;  attachment  of  eonlempt,  per 
side,  8  pounds;  writ  of  dower,  per  side,  B  pounds ; 
summODS  io  doAer,8  pounds;  forenieringadiuis- 
sion  of  guardian  or  next  frieod,  8  pounds ;  for 
entering  comcnitment,  8  pounds ;  for  entering  sug- 
gestion of  death,  4  poiraas ;  for  filing  warrant  of 
atloTDev,  4  pounds ;  entering  award  of  esecotiod, 
Sponnun;  filing  bail  piece,  4  pounds;  filing  >ii- 
perwedeai,  4  pounds ;  snbpffina  ad  jvttificaTidttm, 
8  pounds;  a  rttomo  habendo.aod  return. perside, 
and  so  pro  rata,  8  pounds ;  a  vril  of  dwtrinpu, 
and  return  pef  side,  and  so  pro  rata,  8  pounds ;  a 
commission  of  oyer  and  terminer,  per  side,  and  so 
pro  rata,  8  pounds  ;  a  commission  of  jail  delivery, 
per  side,  and  so  pro  rata,  8  pounds ;  a  dedimtwpo- 
latatem  to  swear  the  jodges  of  assize  or  sheriff, 
per  side,  and  so  pro  rata,  8  pounds ;  a  writ  of  pub- 
lication to  the  laws,  IS  pounds  ;  search  the  first 
year,  nothing ;  fur  all  searches  above  one  year,  if 
the  matter  !«atched  for  be  found,  14  pounds  ;  for 
recording  or  copying  any  matter  or  thing  in  this 
table  enumerated,  for  whicli  no  other  allowance 
hath  been  already  made,  and  not  prohibited  lo  be 
recoriled,  per  side,  and  so  pro  rata,  '8  pounds  ;  ap- 
pearance and  surrender  in  discharge  of  bail,  eiybt 
pounds ;  filing  every  affidavit,  4  pounds ;  entering 
every  default  on  recognisance,  4  pounds  ;  entering 
list  of  common  law  fines,  per  side,  and  so 


,  ,  jopro 

8  pounds ;  for  cupy  thereof,  per  side,  and  si 
rata,  8  pounds ;  for  entering  security  for  ei 


ptTunds ;  cony  of  orders  for  witt 

' Is ;  for  entering  ainereiamenl  o 


s'  attendance, 
4  pounds;  for  entering  ainereiament  on  sheriQ'oT 
coroner,  on  mesne  process,  8  pounds  {filing  award. 
4  pounds ;  for  recording  the  aame,  per  side,  ana 
so  pro  rata,  dpounds. 

To  the  Clerks  of  the  County  Conria,— For  issu- 
ing every  common  writ  and  return,  10  pounds  of 
tobacco ;  filing  every  declaration,  if  not  recorded, 
2  pounds ;  a  copy  of  the  tame,  if  demanded,  per 
side,  and  so  pro  rata,  4  pounds ;  every  appearance 
entered  of  either  party,  4  pounds;  entry  of  Im- 
parlance, S  pounds;  for  every  continuance  or  lef- 
erence,  tobe  charged  to  the  plaintiff  only,  three 
pounds;  every  subpcena,  ineluding  all  persons, 
applied  for  at  the  same  time,  6  pounds ;  rule  to 
plead,  or  trial  moved  for  and  entered,  2  pounds ; 
for  making  op  the  issue  or  issues  in  every  suit, 
when  done  by  trie  clerk,  6  pounds;  entering  and 
signing  judgment,  15  pounds ;  a  venire  facxoM  for 
jnrors,  if  issued  by  the  court  6  pounds ;  entering 
the  panel,  2  pounds :  copy  of  panel,  (wo  pounds  ; 
taxing  and  filing  bill  of  coal,  five  pounds;  copy 
thereof,  if  demanded  with  the  articles  at  large.  5 
pounds;  issuing  every  execution,  and  filing  the 
same,  without  any  charge  for  copying  iudgment, 
10  poandi ;  for  fifing  every  special  tnil,  tuen  in 


It  of  court,  two  poQuds ;  a  writ  of  inquiry  of 
damages,  per  side,  and  so  pro  raia,  4  pounds ;  for 
entering  so  appeal,  4  pounds;  a  return  of  a  ctriir 
orari  or  hoMtu  eorjmt,  and  copy  of  the  record, 
per  side,  and  no  pro  rata,  four  pounds ;  entering  a 
writ  of  error,  4  pounds ;  every  oath  taken  in  court, 
3  pounds ;  proving  a  deed  or  writing,  4  pounds  ;  a 
copy  of  the  same,  if  required,  per  side,  andaopro 
rata,  4  pounds ;  for  entering  fieri  fadar.  where 
the  same  is  executed,  and  schedule  returned,  bat 
in  no  other  case,  per  side,  and  so  pro  rate, '4  pounds'; 
the  same  fees  in  elegits,  <  pounds  ;  recording  the 
mark  of  cattle  or  hogs,  3  ptiunds ;  taking  and  eei- 
lifying  acknowledgments  of  land  in  court,  five 
poutitK;  recording  a  conveyance  of  laud,  per  aide, 

'  ao  pro  rata,  4  pounds ;  allowance  of  hobea* 
cor^KM,  4  pounds  ;  for  all  searches  the  first  year, 
notning;  for  alt  Marches  above  one  year,  be  the 
time  of  what  length  soever,  if  the  matter  searched 
for  be  found,  10  pounds  ;  ii  copy  taken,  then,  p« 
side,  and  «o  pro  rata,  4  poutads ;  erery  acirefadoM, 
per  side,  and  so  pro  rata,  withom  any  charge  fot 
search  or  copy  ^judgment,  4  ponwla ;  aitacbmeiA 
on  Kirefaaa»,  18  pounds ;  short  copy  judgment, 
if  expressly  demanded,  10  pounds ;  hMeat  corput, 
and  fiting  the  same,  and  letum,  8  pounds  ;  elegit, 
and  filing-tbe  tame,  and  return,  8  pounds ;  ducet 
tecum,  and  return,  40  poundn;  taking  security  on 
condemnalion,  8  pounds ;  entering  action  agreed, 
discontinued,  struck  off,  or  abated,  two  pounds; 
commisfion  to  examine  evidences,  and  return,  pet 
side,  and  to  pro  rata,  4  poands;  «  continuance  or 
refcrence  to  be  charged  to  the  plaintiff  only,  two 
pounds;  fm'  filing  ere^  special  bail,  2  pounds; 
if  reeordrd,  per  srde,  and  so  yfM  ran,  4  pounds; 
for  filing  every  replication,  3  pounds;  if  recorded, 
per  side,  and  so  pro  rata,  four  pooods;  for  filing 
Joinder,  surrejoinder,  iwapounds;  if  recorded,  pet 
side,  and  so  pro  rata,  four  pounds ;  and  for  everf 
other  pleading  for  making  up  the  iune  for  each. 
2  pounds ;  if  recorded,  per  side,  and  so  pro  rata, « 
pounds;  for  filing  demurrer  hud  joinder  in  d»- 
mnrrer,  each,  3  pounds;  if  recorded,  per  side,and 
so  pro  rata,  4  pounds ;  for  filing  every  account,  2 
pounds;  if  recorded,  perside,  and  so  pro  rata,  4 
pounds  ;  for  recording  ot  copying  any  matter  or 
thing  not  herein  enumerated,  if  requested  by  the 
party,  for  which  no  other  allowance  hath  been  al- 
ready made, 'per  side,  and  so  pro  rata,  4  pounds; 
for  entering  return  of  every  writ  ot  other  proceM, 
2  pounds ;  for  filingevery  paper  not  herein  b^re 
mentioned,  2  pounds  ;  for  every  rule,  by  order  of 
court,  2  pounds. 

Criminal  Fets.— Piling  every  rec(^nisanee 
tak«n  out  of  court,  if  not  recorded,  2  pounds;  for 
taking  every  recognisance,  with  or  without  sure- 
ties, in  court,  3  pounds  ;  appearances  of  the  prin- 
cipal to  every  recognisance,  5 pounds ;  discharging 
ofrecognisa  nee.  with  or  without  securilv,8  pounds; 
every  process  to  apprehend  a  criminal,  ifsued  by 
order  oT  court,  10  pounds;  every  appearance  of 
the  person  charged  to  every  presentment  or  in- 
dictment, 5  pounds ;  every  respite  and  continu- 
ance. 5  pounds;  for  every  order,  4  pounds;  a  copy 
of  recognisance,  with  or  without  security,  6 
pounds;  for  filing  every  indietnaent  ov  informa- 
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tion,  6  poaodsi  for  recording  the  ume,  per  side, 
•ad  10  pro  rata,  2  pouads ;  a  copjr  uf  the  paoel,  2 
povnd*;  Ibr  reeordiDg  the  Terdiet,  lOpouada;  en- 
tering and  ligning  judgmeai,  15  pound:! ;  »  copjr 
of  the  iDdielmeot,  per  aide,  and  so  pro  rata  5 
pound*;  entering  ■  plea  5  pounds;  coafeuion  of 
indicinieDC  5  pound*;  for  recording  or  copying 
any  mMier  or  (bing  not  hereia  enumerated,  ifre- 
<ineMed  by  the  party,  for  which  no  olher  allow- 
ance haih  been  already  made,  p«r  vide,  and  «o  pro 
rata.i  pdiuda;  for  copy  of  every  matter  not  here- 
inbafora  enumerated,  pej  side,  and  «o  pro  Taia,i 
poandi;  foTenter)ngthepanel,SponnaB;f 
iDgerery  warraat  of  eiecuiioa  8  pouDdf. 

Bf  NoTember,  1787,  ch.  34,  there  thall  be  a  de- 
dociion  of  one-fourth  part  from  all  officer*'  fees 
allowed  by  thi*  act,  which  are  chargeable  by  law 
to  the  State,  or  any  county,  except  ■heriff's  fees, 
for    the    imprisoDnient    of   penona    criminally 

Chancerf  procwdingi  in  Conoty  CourU.— Ei 
tering  motion,  and  order  thereon,  i  pound*;  et. 
tering  and  Bigniug  decree,  15  pound*;  taxing  and 
filing  co«tB,fi  pound*;  copy  coat*,  with  article* at 
large,  if  demanded,  5  pound*;  affixing  the  aeal  to 
anjr  tranioript  or  cerlificaw,  5  pounds ;  Gling  every 
bill,  2  pound*;  filing  every  amwer,  3  pound*; 
filing  every  plea,  3  pound* ;  filing  every  demur- 
nr,  2  poQDda;  filing  aecauni*,  book  pf  accoui  ' 
bonds,  deed*,  or  other  papers  or  wr-iiiog*  refen 
to,  or  made  part  of  any  bill  in  chancety,  anin .., 
or  other  pleadinga  or  process  thereupon,  for  each. 
2  pounda;  filing  every  return  or(;ommis*Jon  and 
dejiositiona,  2  pounda;  commission  lo  examine 
wiinene*,  per  side,  and  *o  pro  rata,i  pounds^ 
filing  every  retnrn  of  commission  and  depo*itiona, 
S  pounda;  Blingevery  deposition,  if  taken  in  court 
and  without  eommi*sioQ8,  2  pounds ;  filing  every 
petition,  and  order  ihereon,  2  pounds ;  entering 
every  apfmirance,  3  pounds;  filing  every  hond, 
with  or  without  security,  2  pounds ;  for  recordii^ 
or  copying  any  matter  or  thing  not  herein  ena- 
neraied,  if  requested  by  the  party,  and  for  which 
no  olher  allowance  hath  been  made,  per  sidc^  and 
90  pro  rata,  i  pounds. 

To  the  Sheriff,— Serving  writ,  and  return.  27 
pound*;  taking  bail  bond,  U  pounds;  collecting 
officer*'  feei,  for  every  hundred,  six  per  cent.;  for 
every  commitment  and  releasement,  16  pounds; 
empannalling  a  iury,  90  pounds ;  serviof  tcirefa- 
cioM^  including  the  persons  summoned,  33  pounds ; 
MTvmg  citation,  S3  pounds ;  execnting  a  warrant 
of  resurvey,  per  day,  75  pounda;  summoning  evi- 
dences to  prove  the  bound*  of  land,  for  each  per- 
son suinmoned,  23  pounds;  if  empowered  to  swear 
avidence*,  for  every  witness  sworn  by  him,  10 
pounds ;  servings BubpcBiUj  and  relurn,23  pounds 
for  keeping  a  prisoner  in  jail,  and  finding  him  vic- 
tuals, per  day,  12  pounds ;  serving  a  writ  of  pos- 
■eagioa  in  ejectment,  and  return,  112  pound* ;  writ 
of  seisin  on  a  common  recovery,  and  retarn,  10 
pounds;  serving  an  ejectment,  sad  return,  SI 
pounds;  every  uection,  f(»  one  or  more  members, 
1,000  poands ;  serving  an  attachment  of  contempt, 
udretam,  38 pounds;  serving  wriiofesltepemeoi, 


•adrentra,76  pounda;  reiving  ne  exro^aodie-landif  theeataiein  landshallnot  be  diprgei^  bf 


turn,  200  pounds ;  serving  a  copy  of  deetaraiioa 
or  abort  note,  4  pound*;  summoning  appraisen, 
to  value  good*  taken  by  aitachmeat,  Jtmfadat, 
or  replevin,  for  each  appraiver  *ammained,  S3 
pound* ;  *wearing  the  said  appraisers,  every  oath, 
10  pounds;  serving  an  attachment  on  jodgmeni 
or  execution,  and  return,  8  pounds;  executing  ■ 
writ  of  ad  quod  damnum  or  me^ui*  ingwireNdwH, 
and  retnrn,  per  day,  75  pounds;  empanoelling a 
jury  on  the  same,  180  pounds;  swearing  the  nid 
jury,  for  every  oath,  10  pounds;  taking  an  inqui- 
sition, and  returning  the  same  with  the  ^id  writ. 
75  pounds ;  serving  a  writ  of  re-restitution,  and 
return,  112ponnds ;  em|>annellingajury  to  iaquiie 
of  a  forcible  entry  .and  detainer,  180  pounds;  to 
each  person  sammoned  as  an  evidence  on  the 
same,  S3  pounds ;  for  tummonug  chain  carriers, 
each,  if  required,  S3  pounds ;  for  swearing  chain 
carrier*,  every  oalh,  10  pounds;  for  an  arrest  on  a 
wSuranij  and  return,  in  criminal  cases,  18  pounds; 
for  serving  ducei  tiscum,  and  return,  18  pound* ; 
return  on  an  attachment,  when  mtne  process,  8 
pounds;  for  laying  an  attachment  in  any  gar- 
nishee'* hand*,  for  each  garnishee  23  pound*  ;  for 
all  good*  and  chattels  which  any  sheriff  shall  at- 
tach and  lake  into  bis  posaession,  or  wherewith  he 
shall  be  chargeable,  the  samefees  as  on  ezecotioni; 
returning  &rt/acuu  on  repleriu,  each,  S  pounds; 
the  same  fees  on  Jierifaaag  or  replevin  as  npon 
Btiaehmenls;  also,  the  ta^me  fees  on  appraisement 
and  sale  of  goods  distrained  and  sold  for  rent ;  ser- 
of>e(oraoA(iAendo,aadreturo,75ponnds; 
servingawritgfdMfrftwaa^aBd  retarn. 75  pound*; 
serving  the  return  of  dtgtl  tiberaia,  75  pounds  j 
empauneiling  jury.on  eft^  or  extent,  180  pound*; 
for  swearing  the  same,  each,  10  pounds;  serving 
— :.  -^—ttitution,  and  reiurn,  112  pounds;  sum- 
partition,  for  every  person  summoned, 
and  return,  23  pounds;  *erving  writ  of  partition, 
return,26  pounds;  empannetling  jury  thereon, 
pounds;  swearing  lb*  jury,  each,  10  pounds; 
attendances,  per  day,  75  pounds;  serving  an  at- 
lachraenc  in  partition,  and  return,  90  pounds  ;  re- 
turning wri^  inquiry  of  damsges,  75  pounds ;  oa- 
paQQelJing  jury  thereon,  160  ponnd* ;  swearing 
ibe  same,  each,  10  pound* ;  attendance  per  day, 
75  pounds ;  proclamation  of  rebellion,  and  return, 
90  pounds;  serving  withernam,  anci  return,  7S 
pounds;  and  the  lamefees  allowed  as  upon  re- 
plevins. 

By  the  4th  section  of  the  act  of  November, 

1779,  ch.  25,  it  is  provided,  that  poundage  fees  on 

any  writ  of  capiat  ad  aatitfaaetidum  shall  not 

be  demanded  or  taken  for  any  greater  sum  than 

the  real  debt,  bonaJUU  due  and  claimed  by  the 

plaintiff,  amount*  to. 

By  the  2d  section  of  the  act  of  November  aes- 

an,  1790,  cb.  59,  ihs  sheriff,  on  theierviee  of  any 

lecution  for  money  or  tobacco,  shall  charge  and 

ceive  at  [be  rale  of  seven  and  a  half  per  cent. 

for  ihe  first  ten  pounda  in  money,  or  1,000  pound* 

of  tobacco ;  and  three  per  cent,  for  the  Te*idae,  in 

the  same  species  (be  execution  shall  inne  for.     On 

execution  or  attachment  on  landsheld  for  years,  or 

greater  estate,  only  one-half  the  poundage  fees; 
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■ppraisemeDl,  aad  detiveied  to  ibe  plaintiff,  or  by 
nle  or  the  shedS.  oDe-qoHrtet  nan  of  the  ponua- 
age  feea  only  shall  be  cliargeable. 

To  the  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  Appeals,— Re- 
cording cTery  writ  of  fiiror,  tcirt  fadaa,  and  re- 
tnro,  per  ■ide,  and  bo  pro  rata,  computing  one 
kandred  and  dtb  word*  to  ■  side,  the  like  for  re- 
cordiog  a  traascript,  the  like  fees  for  recording 
errort  per  side,  and  la  pro  rata,  8  pounds ;  enter- 
ia^aotl  sigDiDg  judg[ueDt,47  pounda;  taxiogand 
filing  a  bill  of  cost,  8  poandt;  copf  of  the  same, 
if  demanded,  8  ponnds;  filiuebill  of  cost  from  the 
genenl,  cbaneery,  or  any  auier  court,  Sponods; 
writ  of  ditoiiimlDi,  aod  return,  S2  pounds ;  writ  of 
posoession,  or  any  other  ezecalion  and  retorn,  30 
pounds ;  entering  any  motion  or  order,  Sling  or 
recording  any  bond  in  court,  entering  anr  petition, 
entering  aod  drawing  any  afiidavit  or  deposition 
taken  or  returoed  into  court,  copy  erron,  record- 
ing proceedings  tranantitted  from  the  chancery 
court,  or  copy  the  same,  filing  and  recording  any 
plea,  repIicaiioQ,  or  demarrer,  or  copy  the  rame 
tn  common  law  nroceedings,  entering  ind  refer- 
ence in  court,  ana  copy  the  laroe,  or  copying  any 
other  proceedings  per  side,  and  so  pro  rata,  8 
pounds;  issue  and  rule,  24  pounds;  sBixing  the 
seal  of  the  court  to  any  copy  of  proceedings  or 
exenplifieations,  131  pounds;  and  for  all  other 
services  the  same  fees  as  taken  in  the  general 
court;  the  cleik  of  every  court  of  delegates  to 
hare  ibc  same  fees  that  are  allowed  and  limited 
by  Ibis  act  to  the  clerk  of  the  court  of  appeals, 
and  no  more. 

The  court  of  appeals  being  abolished  by  ibe 
Legislature,  a  new  court,  was  established,  to  be 
belU  on  the  Western  and  on  the  Eastern  shores; 
and  by  the  ]5[b  aectioo  of  the  act  of  November  ses- 
sion, 1805,  cb.  65,  it  is  enacted  that  ibe  clerks  of 
the  court  of  appeals  for  the  Western  and  Eastern 
■bores,  respectively,  shall  have  the  same  fees  for 
their  services  as  the  clerks  of  the  county  courts 
are  entitled  to  for  the  same  or  similar  services  by 
law. 

Crier'sFeesinOeneral  Court.— Swearing  every 
jury,  106  pounds;  swe^rinc  every  witness,  10 
pounds;  swearing  the  balifi,  10  [uuuds;  erenr 
oath  taken  in  court,  6  pounds  f  every  apecial  bail, 
54  pounds;  etearing  every  ptiaoner  by  proclama- 
tion, if  required,  W  pouniu;  for  every  racogai- 
■ance,  20  poupda. 

Coroner's  Fees.— Viewing  the  body  of  any  per- 
son or  persons  murdered  or  slain,  or  otherwise 
dead,  by  misadventure,  to  ba  paid  out  of  the  goods 
wtd  chattels  of  the  pirty  so  aead.  if  any  there  be. 
otherwise  to  be  levied  by  the  commiasiouers  of 
the  county  where  such  accident  shall  happen,  250 
ponods ;  arreiting  or  summoning  anv  sfaeriS  sued 
or  [woteculed  in  any  court,  and  for  tat iDg  security, 
26  pounds ;  the  same  fees  allowed-  wurein  the 
aheriffis  Tdainiiff  or  defendant,  on  aU  proeesaes 
to  the  sheriff,  and  no  more. 

Crier's  Fees  in  ibe  Coaoty  Court.— Swearing 
eTery  jury,  36  pounds;  sw^ring every  bailiff  4 
ponnds ;  every  other  oath  in  eoort,  3  pounds ;  for 
fecial  bail,  SO  povRdi ;  clearing  every  priaoBW 


by  proclamation,  if  required,  30  pounds ;  for  call' 
iDg'every  rect^nfsance,  16  ponods. 

To  the  Reeistert  of  the  Land  Office  on  the 
Western  and  Eastern  shores,  respectively.- For  a 
common  warrant  and  entry,  33  ponads;  for  re- 
newing the  same,  and  entry,  whether  in  or  out  of 
date,  33  pounds  ;  for  recording  certificate,  per  side, 
computing  one  hundred  and  five  words  to  a  side, 
and  so  pro  7^0,8  pounds  ;  for  making  out  a  grant, 
90  pounds;  for  recording  the  same.  67  pounds; 
for  special  warrant  on  the  proclamation  of  escheat, 
or  re-survey,  including  petition  and  order  thereon, 
350  pounds;  for  searching  for  any  matter  or  thing 
Brst  year,  nolbiug;  if  the  matter  searched  for  be 
found,  14  pounds;  for  a  special  warrant  for  vacant 
enliivation,  including  petition,  and  order  thereon, 
150  pounds ;  for  renewing  every  special  warrant 
whether  in  or  out  of  date,  33  pounds;  entering 
every  caveat,  and  order,  24  pounds ;  for  every  deed 
or  aesignment,  76  pounds ;  for  drawing  a  petition, 
at  the  request  of  tbe  party,  54  ponnds ;  for  all 
copies,  per  side,  as  before,  8  pounds ;  for  Glinf 
every  paper,  at  tbe  request  of  inc  parly,  1  pounds; 
for  entering  every  application  for  warrant,  10 
pounds ;  for  copy  thereof,  per  side,  and  so  pro  rata, 
8  ponnds ;  for  everr  seal,  10  pounds. 

How  the  fees  allowed  in  tobacco  are  to  be  pay* 
able,  &«.— October  session,  I'^W,  cb.  23,  s.  3.  All 
fees  and  allowances  made  in  totncco  shall  be  paid 
and  diseharg^ed  in  tobacco,  at  tbe  rate  of  12«.  6d. 
per  cwt,,  or  in  specie,  valuing  dollars  at  7*.  6d. 

Pees  allowed  to  tbe  Registers  of  Wills,  in  the 
several  counties  of  tbe  Stale,  by  tbe  act  of  Novem- 
ber session,  1797,  cb.  76.— For  every  proTjate  of 
will,  where  no  controversy  or  tetters  granied,  in- 
cluding demand,  and  all  oaths  necessary  thereto, 
80  cents;  for  eran ting  tetters  of  administration, 
swearing  tbe  administrators,  taking  bond,  issuiiig 
warrant  to  appraisers,  and  warrant  to  swear  them, 
or  for  probate  of  any  will,  granting  letters  testa- 
meularyj  if  required,  lahiDglmnd,  issning  warrant 
to  appraisers  to  swear  them,  63  20;  tUdimu* pet- 
tatatem,lo  lake  answer,  per  aide, and  so  pro  rata, 
8cej]is;  for  recording  wills,  iQveiitoriea,  aecoonta, 
~~  copyine  tbe  same,  per  side,  computini([  seven 
rds  to  tne  line,  and  fifteen  lines  to  a  side,  and 
V)  pro  rofa,  Scents;  taxing  knd  filing  costs,  8 
cents;  copy  costs,  if  demanded  and  delivered,  8 
cents ;  for  drawing  definitive  sentence  on  ptenarf 
proceedings,  and  recording  the  same  per  side,  aod 
»opn>rata,8  cents;  a  wnt  of  eTecuiion  or  defin- 
itive sentence,  per  side,  and  aa  pro  rata,  8  cents: 
sealtodefiaitiveseDlence,ifre<iuired,  30  cents;  seal 
toa  writ  of  eiecution  of  definitive  sentence, 30  cts; 
copy  of  every  litwl.  Bnswer,replicatton,or  rejoinder, 
per  side,  if  demanded,  Scents;  drawing  deposition 
of  witnesses,  per  aide,  and  so  pro  rata,  10  cents ; 
tiling  interrogaiorief,  per  side,  and  so  pro  rata,  4 
cents;  every  common  citation,  per  side, and  sopro 
mta.  S  cents;  every  special  citation,  per  side, 
and  sDprara/a,8cents;  every  atiachment  30  cts; 
—  :hmentondecree,perside,Bndsoprorata.8ctst 
.  mna  for  costs,  SO  cents ;  every  appearance  or 
the  party, Scents;  entering  of  every  return  of  pro- 
cess, Scentn;  jkwiw  ett,  nothing;  for  a  eontlnn- 
aaca  or  reference,  to  be  charged  to  the  rihellani 
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ooly,  6  cents ;  for  a  search  of  the  record,  the  first 

year,  DOthing;  for  every  search  aftei:wsrds,bq  the 
lime  of  what  length  soerer,  if  the  mailer  searched 
fbi  be  found,  20  cenis ;  eiemjilificaiion  of  letter* 
testamentary,  or  administration^  under  seal,  SO 
cents;  comini-isian  or  proeUmaiian  of  rebeilion. 


jg  the  county  or  orphans'  court  the  som  of  {1 
for  each  and  every  day  sueb  witues?  shall  attend 
for  the  djscharere  of  his   duty,  besides   itinenat 

barges  to  be  aHowed  iq  v'—- — " —  ' — 

otber  counties. 


'0 

commission  lo-auditots,  60  eenU ;  tdrefadas,  60 
cents  J  i!uc««<ecuin.  30  cents;  entering  every  mo- 
tion in  suits  depenning  in  court,  and  order  ihereon, 
Scents;  if  above  one  side,  after  the  rate  of  per 
side,  and  so  pro  rota,  B  cents  ;  entering  prayer  for 
appeal,  10  cents;  Qling  every  libel,  answer,  le- 
pucalioQ,  petition,  or  exhibits,  where  not  recorded, 
Kir  each,  4  cents;  for  recording  or  copying  any 
malteror  thing  not  herein  enumerated, If  requested 
by  (be  parly,  per  tide,  and  so  pro  rata,  8  cents ; 
writ  of  sequestratign  and  return,  per.  side,  and  so 
pro  Tola,  13  cents;  filingevery  matter,  if  not  re- 
corded,4  cents;  for  entering  aiid  liking  executor's 
Ten  unci  a  tic  a,  8  cents;  for  entering,  widow's  re- 
nunciation, 8  cents;  for  every  oa(B,4ceoiB;  for 
every  cerliGcate,  S  cents;  for  makios  out  and  fil- 
ing 1  Rebalance,  and  distribution  ofa deceased  per- 
son's estate,  60  cents  ;  for  taking  bond  for  security 
of  said  balance,  40  cents ;  for  6!ing  the  same,  4 
eenu;  for  recording,  the  same,  per  side,  and  so  jiro 
riUa,'8  cents  ;  for  entering  choice  or  appoiotmeni 


ofguardian,aDd  approbation  with  sureties,  8 
for  taking  guardian's  bonds,  40  cents;  foi 
;  recording  the 


and  so jpto  rata,  8  cents;  for  taking  recognisance 
fpr  apprentice  bound^in  court,  40  cents ;  for  war- 
rant to  sheriff  to  sumiiiun  jury,  35  cents  ;  for  filing 
Sind  of  Jury,  4  cents;  copy  of  the  same,  8  cents.; 
ing  every  preaeolment  and  entering  order  [here- 
on, 13  cents ;  for  icirefaciaa  against  executors  or 
%dniinisiratort  fot  costs,  40£enls ;  for  every  seal, 
SOceuis;  for  taking  an  appeal  bond, 40  cents;  for 
filing  the  same,  4  cents;  recordiitt  the  same,  per 
side,  and  so  pro  raiit,  3  eeuta;  tor  stating  on|l 
pajuing  ereryaoeon4t,S0  cents;  for  erery  voucher, 

Allowances  to  Grand  and  Petit  Jurors  and  f^it- 
Desses.— April  sessiaq,  1715.  c.  37,  3.  8,  and  ^ay 
session,  1719,  ch.  3,  s.  2.  For  every  verdict  giTjen 
by  the  petit  Jury  in  any  cause,  to  be  paid  by  the 
party  for  whom  such  verdict  shall  pass,  and  be. 
allowed  in  the  bill  of  costs,  twelve  ahillinga. 

November  session,  1797,  ch.  94.  There  shall  be 
allowed  to  each  grand  and  petit  Jurytnan,  iittead- 
U>g  ibe  general  court,  the  stun  of  t^  60  for  each 
and  every  day  such  g^aiid  and  petit  juiynan 
aball  attend  for  the  diiabarge  of  tiis  duty,  besides, 
ilineiant  charges. 

There  shall  be  allowed  ts  each  grand  and  petit 
jury  man,  attending  the  sevi^ral  county  courts,  and 
aacli  petit  juryman  attending  the  orphans'  court, 
the  sum  of  $1  50  for  each  and  eve/y  day  sucb 
grand  and  petit  Juryman  shall  attend,  for  the  dis- 
cbarge of  his  duty  as  sucb. 

There  shall  be  allowed  to.  each  witness,  attend- 
inc  tbe  general  court,  the  stua  of  tl  50  for  each 
and  every  day  such  witness  shall  attend  for  the 
dischaq^  of  bisdutv,  besides  itiaerant  charges. 

Tbero  sltall  be  allowed  to  eacb  witness  altend- 


STATB  OF  VIRGINIA. 

Table  of  tbe  Fees  sllowed  lij  the  law  to  Attonuysia 

the  Stale  of  Vir^ia. 

In  the  County  Courts.— In  coinmpB  MaeBjO  58i 
._  all  chancery  suits,  or  real,  mixed,  or  persoaal 
actions,  where  the  tiile  or  bounds  of  Uniils  shall  at 
may  come  in  question,  $5;  on  petition  far  siBall 
debis,  $1  25;  for  attending  a  survey  In  the  coiuty, 
for  each  day's  attendance,  (3  58 ;  for  any  opinion 
or  advice,  where  no  suit  is  btoogbt  or  defended, 
<167. 

In  theDistrict  Courts.— When  tbe  titleorbonnds 
of  lands  shall  or  may  come  in  question,  $3;  in  all 
other  cases,  except  ihose  transferred  from  the  gen- 
eral court,^  $3  50;  in  the  cases  so  transferred,  tbe 
fees  shall  ne  the  same  as  in  the  general  conii. 

In  tbe  Qenerat  Court.— For  &□  opinion  or  ad- 
vice, where  nO  suit  is  brought  or  defended,  $3  5S ; 
in  any  suit  where  the  title  or  bounds  of  lan<k  shall 
or  may  come  in  question,  $IS  66;  in  all  oihei 
caries,  S8  33. 

In  the  High  Court  of  Chancery. — In  aQ  cases 
the  fee  U  «16  66. 

In  the  CoorE  of  Appeals. — In  ail  cases  the  fees 
are  the  sanne  as  in  the  general  court. 

The  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  Appeals— Shall  re- 
ceive the  same  fees  as  are  allowed  to  the  eJerks  of 
tbe  general  court  and  liigh  court  of  chancery  for 


The  Clerk  of  the  High  Court  of  Cbancery.— 
For  Glioea  bil1,answer,  replicaiion,  or  other  plead- 
ings, eacn,  26  cents;  for  a  copy  thereof,  for  every 
twenty  words,  2  cents;  for  entering  erery  decree, 
18  cents;  for  drawing  up  every  decree  at  lai^ 
entering  tbe  substance  of  the  bill,  answer,  or  other 

S leadings,  the  substance  of  the  evidence,  and  the 
ecree  thereupon,  for  every  twenty  words,  3  cents ; 
for  filing  tbe  depositions  in  every  cause  in  behalf 
of  each  party,  36  cents ;  for  a  copy  of  (be  depost- 


af  a  warrant  and  inijafeition  of  escheat,  91  9E;  or 
□f  an  inquisition  of  escheat,  83  cent*,-  For  tbe 
probation  of  any  testament,  and  recordii^  the 
same,  for  entering  tha-ordeM  for  apprain^the 
estate,  recording  tbe  invM)torr,-writiBgaBd  seal- 
ing tbe  pritbaie,  or  any  otber  matter  eDacaraine 
the  same,  or  for  a  comniissioDof  BdmioiMiatioaM 
the  goodsof  any  penon  dying  intestate,  for  cater- 
ing tbe  order  or  order*  for  appraimif  tbe  estate. 
reoording  the  inveniDty,  or  for  any  other  wai- 
ter eonoeiniag  the  sane  wbere  ibe  appeaite> 
ment  does  not  amount  10  more  th^  three  hoa- 
dred  dollar*,  $3  50 ;  whira  tke  nppiaiaeiaeai  b 
more  than  three,  and  less  than  nlieen  kaadred 
dollars,  tG;  where  more  than  fifteen  bnadtcd 
dollars,  or  where  there  is  no  appraisement,  $7 ; 
for  a  copy  of  probate,  or  comBiisioa  of  admiais- 
ttation,  70  cents ;  Eat  ncording  the  uemobai  af 
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eaeb  baigtin  sale,  mortage,  or  oiheT  coDTeyanee, 
marriagB  Mttlement.  or  deed  of  trim,  IS  ceott ;  for 
recordin^f  the  eertificate  of  a  prob&'ie,  or  admia- 
ktratioi),  IB  ceats ;  for  a  copf  of  a  will  or  ioTeD- 
torf ,  70  ceatB ;  and  if  the  ori^nal  ii  eoniamed 
in  more  theels  than  one  one,  for  a  eopf  of 
aach  sheet,  C2  ceoia;  for  a  copf  of  bd  accooot, 
3fi  ceatg ;  for  recording  a  deed  or  deeds  for  the 
cODTeyiof  or  settling  sof  lands  or  tenements 
onljr,  or  together  witli  sUves  or  personal  estate, 
or  any  yray  ooDeemlDg  the  same,  acknowledged 
or  prored  io  tbe  general  court.  (3  62 ;  for  a 
oopy  of  such  deed  or  deed*,  with  ineendorietnenl 
thereon,  and  for  a  certificate  of  the  acknowledg- 
msni  or  proof,  and  recording,  81  S7;  for  issuing 
a  eomtniasion  to  take  the  ackoowledgmeDt  and 
privT  examination  ofa/em«  eoverte,  and  record- 
ing K  with  the  retarn  of  the  commissioners,  87 
eeots  i  for  a  copy  thereof,  53  cents;  for  rccordiog 
a  deed  coaoerniDg  slaves,  or  any  personal  matter 
only,  $1  22  J  for  a  copy  thereof,  with  a  certificate 
of  the  Boknowledgmeut  or  proof,  and  recording, 
70  ceott ;  for  a  deed  of  gift  for  slaVes  only,  or  for 
a  copy,  thereof,  35  cents;  for  recording  a  letter 
of  attorney  aekaowedged  and  prored  in  the 
general  eonrt,  and  everything  relating  thereto, 
^1  33  ;  for  a  copy  thereof,  70  cents ;  for  record- 
ing a  bond  with  condition  other  than  for  perform-' 
•Dce  of  cortoairts  in  deeds  of  conveyance  m  set- 
tlement of  land,  70  cents;  for  a  copy  of  a  bond 
without  coDdKioD,  35  cents. 

In  Aeiionsaad  other  Suits. — For  every  writ  of 
error,  niperaedeaa,  or  »cirtjaciai,i3  cents;  for 
taking  bond  on  issuing  a  writ  of  error  or  auperie- 
deoM,  43  ceors;  for  eTery  other  writ  in  action  or 
rait  whatsoever,  35  cents;  for  enteriDg  tbe  sber- 
iS's  reinm,  and  entering  the  bail  by  him  returned 
in  the  entry  bbok,  35  cents;  for  enteriae  special 
bail,  35  cents ;  for  entering  the  personal  appear- 
ance of  lh«  plaintiff  or  defendant,  or  the  af^iear- 
ance  of  an  attorney  for  either  party,  18  cents; 
fbr  eniering  security  for  costs  for  personv  out  of 
tbe  county,  35  cents ;  for  filing  a  declaration, 
and'  every  plea  or  demurr^  in-  any  canse  to  the 
making  up  of  the  isstie,  and  for  filing  errors  upon 
appeals,  writs  of  error,  or  mperttdetu,  26  cents ; 
for  copy  of  every  declaration,  plea-  or  demurrer, 
ot  of  errors,  39  centa;'  fcirevery  rule  entered  in  the 
rale  book,  3S  cents  ;  for  a  copy  of  every  rule,  IS 
cents ;  for  every  order  in  court  before  trial,  18 
eenta;  for  a  copy  of  the  same,  IS  cents;  forfllinfr 
papers  for  each  party  in  any  action  or  snii.  26 
cents ;  for  docketing  everv  cause  on  the  docket, 
(lo  be  charged  but  once,)  18  cents;  for  every 
trial,  swearing  the  jury  and  wiinesses,  and  record- 
ing a  general  verdict,  87  cents ;  for  administering 
an  Data  or  effirniatioR  in  court,  except  witnesses 
to  a  jury,  IS  cents;  for  every  trial  where  there  is 
a  fpecial  verdict,  swearing  the  witnesses  and  jury, 
and  reeordlDg  such  verdict,  $1  30;  where  (here  is 
no  jury,  hut  a  case  agreed,  43  cents ;  for  swearing 
the  witnesses  for  each  party  in  every  cause  where 
there  is  do  jury,  S6  cents;  for  a  copy  of  a  case 
agreed,  or  notes  of  a  special  verdict,  43  cents  ;  for 
entering  every  order  made  in  conrc,  after  verdict 
Of  demarrer  joined,  18  cents ;  for  entering  every 


continuance  on  the  court  docket,  18  cents  ;  for  en- 
tering every  judgment,  18  cents;  for  makings 
complete  record  of  every  cause,  inserting  a  case 
agreed,  or  special  verdict  at  large,  from  ibe  notes, 
and  all  deedsaodother  evidences  at  large,ror  every 
twenty  words,  2  cents ;  for  a  copy  thereof,  or  any 
pan  thereof,  the  same;  for  a  recognisance  in  court, 

35  cents  ;  for  filing  a  return  of  a  habeas  corput, 

36  cents ;  for  filing  the  record  on  a  writ  of  error, 
26  cents ;  for  copy  of  such  record  for  every  tweo- 
ty  words,  3  cents. 

To  the  Clerk  of  the  Oeneral  Court  or  High 
Court  of  Chancery,  (as  the  case  may  be.) — For 
taking  a  bond  upon  issuing  injunctions,  43  cents; 
for  every  dediTnut  potegtatem,  35  cents;  for  re- 
cording the  report  of  auditors,  when  it  is  desired, 
70  cents  j  for  making  a  complete  record  of  every 
cause,  for  every  twenty  words,  2  cents ;  for  filing 
the  reiurn  of  a  cerCiorari,  26  cents;  for  taxing  tbe 
costs  in  any  action  or  sun,  and  a  copy  thereof^  35 
cents;  for  recording  anything  not  herein  parDcu- 
larly  mentioned,  or  for  a  copy  thereof,  for  every 
twenty  words,  2  cents  j  for  a  search  for  anything, 
if  above  a  year's  standing,  or.  reading  the  same  ot 
any  part  thereof,  if  required,  if  a  copy  be  not  taken, 
18  cents;  for  every  order  lo  a  witness  for  attend- 
ance, (to  be  charged  to  the  party  against  whom 
the  oriter  goes  )  18  cents. 

To  the  Clerks  of  the  District  Courts.— For  issu- 
ing a  summonii  on  a  petition  for  lapsed  lands,  87 
cents;  for  every  order  thereon.  36  cents;  in  ell 
other  cases,  the  same  fees  with  those  of  tbe  county 
.conrts  for  similar  services ;  and  for  all  other  ser> 
vices,  the  same  as  those  of  the  clerk  of  the  general 

To  the  Clerk  of  the  District  Court,  or  tha  Clerk 
of  the  High  Court  of  Chancery,  (as  the  case  may 
be.) — For  filing  the  record  upon  an  appeal,  or  tu- 
tor a  coonty  or  other  inferior  court,  36 
a  copy  of  sncbTCcord,  for  every  twenty 
words,  3  cents. 

To  tbe  Clerks  of  tbe  County  and  Corporation 
Courts.— For  every  writ  in  the  nature  of  an  ad 
quod  damnum,  to  be  paid  upon  issuing  such  writ, 
83  cents;  for  recording  the  same,  with  the  inqui- 
sition iherenwn,  to  be  paid  before,  inquisition 
recoTded,81  S2  cents;  for  a  copy  of  such  writ  end 
inqaisitjon,  to  be  paid  down,  83  cents;  for  taking 
a  bond  tipon  issuing  injunciions  in  chancery,  35 
cents ;  for  recording  deeds  of  lease  and  release,  for 
ceitveying  or  settling  of  lands  only,  or  tc^ether 
with  ^aves  and  personal  estate:,  bond  to  perform 
covenants,  certificate  of  Ibe  proof^  or  acknowledg- 
ment, asthe  case  i*,and  alt  matters  relating  thereto, 
93  63;  for  a  copy  thereof,  95  cents;  for  recording 
every  deed  of  feoEEinent,  or  bargain  and  sale,  or 
other  single  deed  for  conveying  or  iteltling  lands 
ortenementsonlT,or  together  with  slaves  and  per- 
sond  estate,  bond  to  perform  covenants,  certificate 
of  the  proof,  or  aoknowledgihEttt,  as  the  cast  is, 
and  all  matters  relating  thereto,  $1  75 ;  for  a  copy 
thiereof,  70  cents ;  for  issuing  and  recording  a  com- 
mis'^ion  to  take  the  acknowledgnient,  and  privy 
examination  otkfeme  coeerte,wiih  the  certificato 
of  the  commissioners,  if  such  commission  be  re- 
({uired,  70  cents;  for  a  copy  (hereof,  35  cents;  for 
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recording  a  pateat,  87  cents;  for  a  cop;  thereof, 
43cents;  for  recording  a  deed  concerniDS  slaves, 
6t  aoy  persoiial  matter  or  thing  only,  with  a  cei- 
Cificale  of  its  proof  or  ackoowLedgmeut,  70  eeats; 
for  a  copy  thereof^  52  cenli:  provided,  ho frerer, 
that  for  a  deed  of  zift  for  alaTca  only,  or  for  a  copy 
thereof,  there  shall  he  allowed  only  35  cents;  for 
recording  a  letter  of  altotaey,  53  cents ;  for  a  cer- 
tificate 01  the  proof,  or  acknowledgment  thereof, 
18  cents;  for  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  attorney,  wild 
iuch  certificate,  43  cents;  for  recoidiog  a  btHtd, 
with  condiliaDB  other  than  for  performaoee  of  cor- 
enanls  in  deeds  of  .conveyance,  or  settlemeot  of 
lands,  35  cents;  for  a  copy  of  a'bondywitb  condi' 
tioD,  other  than  an  appeal  bond,  the  Mine;  for  a 
copy  of  any  other  tibligatioD  or  piomJKSory  note, 
18  cents;  for  the  probation  of  any  wiU  or  teita- 
meni,  and  recording  the  same,,  entering  the  order 
or  orders  for  appraising  the  estate,  and  for  anv 
other  matter  coocerning  the  same,  wljere  the  will 
■hall  be  contained  in  one  sheet,  70  cents.;  and  if 
tba  will  is  contained  in  more  .than  one  sbeei,  for 
every  such  sheet,  35  aents;  for  a  commission  of 
admmisiratioo  of  the  goods  of  any  person  dying 
intesiate,  for  entering  the  order  or  orders  for  ap- 
praisement, and  for  any  other  matters  concerning 
the  same,  70  cents ;  for  recording  an  inventory, 
Where  the  appraite^ient  does  not  amouat  to  more 
than  thirty  dollars,  18  ceota ;  where  the  appraise* 
■sent  exceeds  that  value,  and  is  uoder  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars,  87  cents;  and  «rhere  it  shall 
exceed  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  and  is  under 
three  hundred  dollars,  $1  75;  and  where  it  shall 
exceed  three  hundred  dollars,  or  there  is  do  ap- 
I»aisement,  $4  37;  for  a  copy  of  &  will  or  inven- 
tory, if  the  original  is  contained  in  one  eheet,  62 
cents;  if  the  original  is  contained  in  more  sheets 
than  one,  for  a  copy  of  cia^  siich  sheet  besides 
the  first,  35  cents ;  lof  recording,  the  age  of  a  ser- 
TBOt  or  slave,  adjudged  in  court,  18  'cents ;  for  a 
certificate  thereof,ifrei^uired,  14  cents;  for  attend- 
ing a  court  for  examination  of  critniiials  and  trial 
oislare?,  if  the  court  is  held  for  that  purpose,  (to 
be  paid  by  the  public,)  fc3  50 ;  for  a  cSpy  of  a  list  ■ 
of  tithables in  his  precinct, 35 cents;  for  the. whole 
fee  for  an  ordinary  license  and  bond,  87  cents;  for 
a  copy  of  the  rates  of  liquors,  26  cents ;  for  a  mar' 
riage  license,  certificate,  and  bood,.87  cents v  fpr 
every  search  for  ev^ything  above  a  year's  !>tand- 
ing, if  a  copy  be  not  taken,  8. cents;  for  reading 
anything,  if  a  copy  be  not  required,  8  cents. 

In  Actions  and  other  Suits.— For  every  writ 
other  than  such  as  are  herein  paiiicularly  men- 
tioned, 18  cents;  for  a  copy  of  such  Vrrit,  8  cents'; 
for  every  writ  of  execaiioo  or  tcirefaciaa,  26 
eents:  for«  copy  thereof,  14 'cents;  Ibr  recording 
the  return  thereof,  14  cents  ;  for  a  writ  of  attach- 
ment in  any  action,  26  cents;  for  recording  the 
return  thereof,  26  cents ;  for  an  atiachmentgiaat- 
ed  by  a  justice  of  the  peace,  returnable  to  the 
eotirt,  ana  recording  the  return,  and.  putting  the 
aame  in  the  docket^ 35 cents ;  for  every  summoos 
to  suntmoa  a  gatnishee  on  such  attachment,  18 
cents';  for  filing  every  bail  bond,  oi  entering  the 
bail  returned,  18  cents ;  for  docketing  every  cause, 
cieept  by  pedtioo,  to  fais  charged  bat  once,  8  oenta ; 


foraeopy  of  iheretnmofany  writjSeeatai  fores- 
tering  special  bail,  18  cents;  for  entering seeorily 
for  costs  for  persons  Out  of  the  coanty,  18  eents; 
for  entering  the  appearance  of  the  dereitdaBt  or 
defendants,  where  t]iere  is  no  attorneri  in  any 
suit  except  by  petition.  8  cents;  for  entering  one 
or  more  atiorneys  for  each  party,  8  cents;  far 
every  petition,  declaration,  or  other  ^leadiogi,  ex- 
cept in  suits  by  petition  lor  debt,  de<tntie,  awwy 
til,  or  trover,  16  cents ;  for  a  copy  of  any  deelara- 
'  '    '  demurrer.  18  eenji;  fiv  a 


copy  of  any  declaration,  special  plea,  or  demnrrer, 
18  cents ;  tor  a  copy  of  a  plea,  if  the  general  ian^ 
every  trial,  swearing  Uie  jury  and 


witnesses,  filing  all  papers,  and  recording  a  gen- 
eral verdict,  70  cents;  for  every  trial  where  thera 
i*  a  special  verdiot,  or  case  agreed,  and  recordiitg 
the  same,  $1  13;  for.  sw^riog  tae  witaHMS  ia 
every  other  cause,  where  there  is  no  jfuji  "■'  case 
agreed, except  by  petition, 18  cents;  for  filing  ibe 
papers  of  each  party  in  every_  cause  except  by  pe- 
tition, and  where  there  is  a  jury  or  case  agreed, 
18  cents ;  for  a  copy  of  a  special  TerdLct  or  case 
agreed,  and  everyining  therein  set  forth,  or  for 
making  up  a  full  and  complete  record,  for  every 
thirty  words,  2  cents;  loi  entering  every  jodg- 
ment,  or  for  a  copy  thereof,  18  cents;  for  fifing  a 
bill,  answer,  replication,  and  other  pleadings  U 
chancery,  for  each,  18  cents;  for  »:Copy  Cbereo^ 
for  every  thirty  words,  2  cents;  far  a  coinmiswM 
to  examine  witnesses, 43  cents;  for  f  (tending anl 
writing  depositions  taken  against  inqmclon  before 
justicesof  the  peace.  $1  75j  for  ent^ingevery  de- 
cree in  cbancery,  26  cents;  for  Jtilin^  we  depoat- 
lions  in  any  soit,  for  each  party,  S^^ts;  foe  eve- 
ry deposition  tajceu  in  court,  18  cents;  for  a  copy 
of  a'deposition^  18  cents;  for  administering  aa 
oath  in  court  not  relating  to  the  trial  of  any  came 
then  pending,  and  certiiying  the  same,  IB  eenu; 
for  every  reccffnisance  ^n  court,  IS  qeuts ;  for  eit- 
tering  thq  order  or  orders  in  any  cause  in  one 
court,  26  cents;  for  entering  every  ordca  for  at- 
tendance of  iyitnesses,,18  cents:  for acopytd'aBy 
order,  18  cents;  for  recording  the  report  oTajory 
in  the  county,  surveyor,  auditor,  or  Tiewen,  ^ 
cents;  for  a  copy  thereof,  3$  cents;  for  taxiitg 
costs  to  any  judgment  or  decree  where  eoats  are 
recovered,  or  for  a  copy  of  a  bill  of  casta,  if  le- 

^uired 20 cents;  foracopy  ofanaceonn^lSceolSj 
3r  entering  an  appeal,  and  taking  bond  to  prose- 
cute  it,  35  cents;  for  a  copy  of  the  bond,  18  eents; 
for  reluming  an  appeal  and  security  to  the  dEce 
of  the  court  of  chancery,  or  a  district  coar;,as  the 
case  may  be,  5^  cents ;  for  returning  a  writ  of  er- 
ror, supersedeas,  certiorari,  or  Aabait  eoqmM,  35 
cents ;  for  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the  cause 
wherein  the  aj^al  is  granted,  for  every  thirty 
words,  2  cents ;  for  recording  the  acknowledg- 
ment of  satisfaction  of  a  judgment,  ISeeuta;  for 
entering  each  order  for  a  witness's  attendance,  (to 
be  charged  to  the  party  ip  whose  behalf  the  wit- 
ness is  summoned,  and  taxed  in'the  l»U  of  eost^ 
if  such  party  recover,)  18  cents ;  for  a  copy  iheie- 
of,  to  be  taxed  and  charged  in  like  manner,  18 
cents;  for  an  attachment  ibereon,  to  be  chaned 
10  (be  party  against  whom  the  aitachmeBt  suU 
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trover,  aod  all  the  proceadtnga  ihereiii, 
a  copy  of  the  judgineiii,  bim  laxtng  c 
quir«d,  except  the  reapectire  fees  for.auiQBioiiii^ 


witoeEsea,  eBlering  at4a/oe)rt,  for  evei^  ocder  for 
eoDlJDuaDce,  and  iot  uiuing  exeoutioa,  nhere 
any  of  tfame  matten  bappcn^  87  ccdIs  }  fqr  eoler', 
ing  an  atiotuey  in  lueh  petitiou,  to  be  paid  by  ibe 
party  by  whom  •uch-atiorneyaball  be  employed, 
and  Dot  to  be  taxed  la  the  bill  of  CMta,  8  OMU ; 
fot  a  summoDs  for  sereral  wilaetw*  lifing  in  ooe 
county,  if  ummODtet  for  all  be  taken  out  at  cum 
line^  18  crnts  j  for  reoordiog  aaything  ngl  here 
particularly  mentioned,  or  for  a  copy  ttteroof,  for 
erery  thirty  words,  S  celts;  for  the  aekoowledg- 
ment  and  proof  of  any  tfeed  Ih  the  cagoi?  court, 
and  for  certifying  the  came  lo  be  reo^rdea  in  Jbe 
geoermi  court,  S2  ceDti. 

To  the  Sheriff  or  Bergeuu,  (**  tiu  caie  may 
be.) — For  an  arrest,  bond,  aitd  leluta,  63  peat*) 
for  retaroiog  a  eapitu  non  at  inventut,  21  cent* ; 
for  lerringa  tcire  facuu  30  centij  for  eerTiag 
any  persoo  with  an  order  of  court,  «Bd  oiaking 
return  thereof,  30  cents;  for  pillorying  aoy  per- 
son, 42  ceou;  for  putting  inlotbe  stocks,  21  cenisi 
for  ducking  any  person,  43  cents ;  for  puQing  in 
prison,  And  releasement,  43  cents ;  for  serving  a 
tubpc£na  in  chanaery,  30  cents;  for  serving  a 
summons  upon  a  petition  for  debt,  detinue,  a«- 
MinuMtl,  or  uorei,30  cents;  for  serving  a  subpce- 
na  for  a  witness  inany  c^s«  in  court,  except  sum- 
moued  in  court,  21  cents;  foi  MiiaaMniag  an 
appraiser,  aaditor,  viewer,  or  witness,  to  any 
deed,  will,  oi  writing,  if  required  to  be  summoHed, 
but  not  else,  21  cents;  for-saiomoDiDgaMl  eaii»n- 
nelliDg  a  jury  in  every  cause  wbeFeio  a  jury  thall 
be  sworn,  SI  05 ;  for  coming  to  attending  tbedis- 
Irict  court  witb  lheiieNire,aBd  return  of  toe  nsntre 
facioM,  ibe  ^me  as  is  allowed  to  a  wemre  t^tm, 

J  to  be  paid  by  the  public,)  and  for  atifodiug  the 
itlrici  wjtbsiolee  goodawb^e  there  is  no  nroir^ 
the  same;  for  sammoDing  the  justices  of  the 
county,  and  aitcoding  the  court  for  iheeximiaa- 
tion  of  a  crimioal,  (tp  be  paid  by  the  public.)  ^i 
20;  for  removing  every  criminal  from  the  county 
jail,  for  every  mile,  10  cents;  for  removing  a  debt- 
or by  haita*c«rpitt  from  ibJe  eoHoty  jail  to  a  dis- 
trict jail,  for  every  mile,  4  eents :  for  execatiog 
every  ooademned  persoii,  and  all  fees  incident 
thereto,(lobepaidasaibresaid,)(5  25;  for  sum* 
mouing  a  jury  upon  any  inquiqiiicu,  survey,  writ 
of  dower,  or  partition,  if  the  jury  appear,  tis  id; 
and  if  the  jury  do  not  appear,  $1  57 ;  for  making 
a  return  of  a  writ  of  dower,  partition,  or  in  -the 
nature  .of  an  ad  quod  damtmmi  91  05 ;  for  evejy 
day's  aUeadance  upon  «  jury  in  the  conntry  after 
they  ire  swota,  or  attendance  upon  a  surveyor 
when  ordeci'd  bv  the  court,  tl  05;  fot  serving  a 
writ  of  liabertjacuu  teittnam,  oc  kabtre  faciat 
■pouetiiontm,  jElOd;  for  servii^  an  aitecumenl 
upon  the  body,  63  cents;  for  serving  a  writ  of  t^- 
frtngtt*  issuing  from  a  judgment  in  detinue  when 
the  tpeci&o  tbing  shall,  be  taken,  SI  06;  for  serv- 
ing a  declaration  in  ejectment,  if  against  one 
tenant,  63  cent*;  and  ifagaintt  more  tea  ants  ih'an 
flth  Coir.  Sd  Scsa.— 39 


(»«,  for  BMrving  tbe  deelaraiioa  on  ernry  mbw 
tenant  30  wnii;  for  wliipiuQg  a  aervant,  to  be 
jiaid  by  the  owner,  and  repaid  Dy  the  aervant,  43 
cents;  for  whipping  a'  free  peMou  by  order  af 
court,  to  be  paid  by  such  person, 42  cents;  ibr 
whipping  a  slave  by  order  of  court,  to  be  paid 
by  the  county,  and  repaid  by  the  public,  42 
eeata;  Cor  takiJig  •  boad  or  boads  m  the  erefl- 
itor,  nadar  the  act,  aniiiied  "An  aatfor  reduning 
iato  one  the  aervAl  aeia  oooaetnisg  sMcBtion* 
and  fbt  tlw  falNf'of  ioMlrMt  debtiM,^  63  cents ; 
for  proceeding  to  sett  on  any  cxeciltion  on  behalf 
of  »e  coanMoaWealth,  or  of  any  individsal.  if  the 
pivjierty  be  actually  sold  sr  the  debt  pnd,  tb^ 
oeaamiteiop  of  five  par  centDm  on  the  first  three 
hundred  dollars,  or  ten  thousand  pounds  of  tobae- 
po,  and  two  per  Cealnm  oik  all  sume  above  that, 
and  one-balf  of  saefa  ednHBisanairtiere  be  •hall 
have  ptaeeedad  to  salr,  and  <lie  defendant  sball 
baiva  replevied ;  and  no  other  oOHHiianan|  ffe,  or 
reward,  shaU  be  allomd  upon  any  esemaon,  «ik 
eept  for  the  expense  of  removiiig  and  kaapinflha 
properly  taken;  for«erTing:an  atlaebm«it,orfBC 
mating  dietrew  npon  the  giMda  asceeding  ten 
daliRn,-if  sold,  the  aante  fee  aa  Tor  aeTviiig  an  »Mr 
ecniien  Wtierie  the  mois  do  not  exceed  tbat  valtw, 
or  ve  not  aoLd,  ^  ocala;  far  rrery  garniabee 
atimmoned  oB  sMhatlaclmeat,  21  cents ;  for ex- 
acniing  ihy  writ  <rt  dittriligag  vi  attachment  on 
a  decree  in  ohanenrT,  tha  mbt  fee  or  eommiuiav 

rn  the  wnonnlof  the  vatne  of  tbe  foods  aad 
ttela  raceveied  or  money  Dcntioned  in  sooh 
decree  as  is  by  law  allawed  tot  (erring  any  olbei 
execution;  forierripg^and  ratorningaiianeiaiot 
diMiiMt  court  writ,  sawnons,  or  order,  yibwo  the 
not  cMBprehended  in  any  of  tne  foregoiiig 

,6aecnla;  fbr  HMkingaprDdamaiion, ta 

the  lav  diieeti,  in  proving  mils  «  pnweedittt  M 
outlawry,4SoeDtt;  for  auliog  aaerraut  at  pnblia 
antory,bysrdeTof  Ike  coart,aadaU  fee*  inoidaat, 
42  eenta.;  for  keeping  and  pravidiM  for  a  debtoe 
for  •erring  a  justice^ 


utjail,  eachday,  aie<  .        „     . 

ann-aiit,  81  oeBta;  for  saunoraniDff  a  wiiacss  ba» 
fare  a  jostieei  lOceauj  for  all  poblic  aerriaea  of 
«fae.sheri8;  to  wtt,  BltendiDgtba  coWs  of  elaim^ 
enpanaelling  gcand  jnrica,  pafaliahing  wriia  for 
elM^g  dd^aUs  us  saaaien,  and  aliendaaea, 
serving  all  pnbUe  orders  of  coart,  (except  agaioat 
gaardiaaaj  where  ihay  shall  siaodoutiBeontemp^ 
to  be  charged  ta  auah  goardtan,)  and  all  othes 

KUJe  and  conUy  senncea,  to  be  laned  annoaUy 
tha  iaatioes  an  the  county;,  25  cents. 
To  iM  Cofoiwr.-^Fot.takinK  an  inqoisitioD  «■ 
1  be  paid  out  of  the  ettata  of  the 
isaiBe  be  stifBaiaot,  if  not  by  tbe 
county,  ijtS  80;   for  all  other  business  done  by 
biM,  the  sante  feee  ae  ate  allowed  the  sheriff  for 
tbe  same  Mr.ticee. 

Witnoa«es^— For  attending  the  eouwy  ooom^ 
refereos,  eemmissi oners,  or  other  person*,  for  A» 


purpeae  of  giving  testimoity,  or  on  a  survey  ef 
Ums  ia  tbecoanty  where  they  reside,  for  areiT 
day,  53  cents;  and  tkoae  residing  in,  and^ 


iBoaed  ftott,  another  coanty,  the  same,  togethn 
with  trareUiaf  exp«)*eaasin  thesaperiof  courU} 
fot  altaDdanae  in  the  sgperior  ooiiiti^  for  every 
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fiu  of  Officen  ef  Slate  Omrflt. 


mile  going  and  remroing,  nehj  4  cenU ;  fo 
tendmoee  each  day,  (1  04  cents ;  id  criininBl  c 
«itlier  before  the  eismioiDg  court  or  the  district 


STATE  OF  NORTH  CAROUNA. 


A  tabk  «f  feM  and  a 


B  allowed  b;  ^m  lavi 


.•f  Noitii  OaioliDa  ta  attonHja  at  law,  prolfaonoU- 
liea,  lagiateia,  and  da^af  jnaictal  eoniU,  to  iheridb 
and  cwrorMBra,  to  grand  and  pethjonrBiapd  witoaaa- 

To  the  AUoroey  General.— For  erery  bill  of 
_ijidietment  found, or  preaentment  tnade-Xl  6«. Sd.; 
'if  the  bill  be  fiMind  ignoram\»,  the  proieeuior 
shall  pay  I3«.  4<L 

Ta  the^  Solioitor  Oeoeral. — The  same  allow- 
ances aod  fees  aa  tha  attafnevgeneral. 

To  theGoQDiy  Solicitor. — For  proaecating  for 
the  State,  in  any  matter,  cml  or  crimiiiBJ,  in  tm 
of  the  GOiiDty  ooarta,  the  aaine  fees  which  are  al- 
lowed by  law  to.the  aitorney  generalTor  the  lik« 
>«  vices. 

To  Ationuya. — For  every  suit  in  equity,  £10: 
to*  every  aait  in  the  Bnperior  coort,  where  the 
title  of  lands  shall  come  in  quettlon,  £5 ;  for  all 
other  suits  originally  commeficed'  in  soy  of  the 
aaid  courtaoD  the  law  side,  £5 ;  in  all  appeals  from 
any  other  coarisiosajd  superior  cotirts.£S ;.  in  all 
tuits  in  the  county  courts,  where  the  titles  of  land* 
aball  come  in  question,  £&  ;  in  all  other  suits 
natly  Dommenced  in  the  said  county  oourta, 
in  every  appeal  from  the  judgment  of  a  justice  of 
the  peace  to  said  county  eonrta^  £1. 

To  the  Clerks  and  Masters  in  Equity.— F/ir  a 
leport  on  an  answer,  3a. ;  for  a  report  on  an  so- 
awer  and  plea,  4«. ;  for  a  report  ona  demurrer  and 
answer,  4*.  i  for  an  affidavit  tgan  answer,  la,  6d.; 
for  an  aSdavii  to  a  bill,  1«.  3d. ;  for  a  aeparate 
affidavit,  2>. ;  for  a  copy  of  report  by-  the  office, 
oopy-aheel  containing  ninety  words,  2». ;  for  cop- 
tea  of  procaedinga  and  nempUGcationa,  for  each 
copy  aheec,  2«. ;  for  taking  a  bond,  la.  64L;  for 
evary  rule  giveo  for  aerviee,  2*.  6d. ;  for  ere^ 
ry  rnle  not  for  service,  3*.  3d. ;  for  every^  anb- 
pona,  writ,or  otbet  proceas  Ida.;  for  every  de- 
dtmna  at  conamission,  5a.  4a. ;  for  every  iajonc- 
livn,  10a. ;  for  dnwine  decrees,  by  the  copy-aheet, 
iM. ;  for  enrolliitg  a  IhII  or  aaswer,  by  copy-sheet, 
ia.;  foreatctiDgpleaor  detnurrer,2s.;  forreeord- 
iog  depoeitioBB  to  perpetuate  testimony,  for  each 
copy-aheet,  S*. ;  forsetTch,!*.;  for  every  diamia- 
aiaD,2a. ;  for  a  report  staling  an  aecount,8s  much 
aa  the  court  may,  in  discretion,  think  ad^oate  to 
the  actual  labor  and  trouble  bestowed,  not  axceed- 

To  the  Clerks  of  the  Superior  Couna.— For 
every  leading  process  returned  to  the  first  coort, 
and  all  auMeqnenl  procaas,  appearances,  pleas,' 
ralea,  orders,  and  other  services  necessary  taereon, 
Dntil  the  making  irp  an  vsue,  indusive,  and  also 
Ibr  disinisaion  or  nnal  judgment,  where  either 
happens,  or  for  confession  of  judgment,  10a. ;  for 
•very  cantlDuance  or  reference  of  every  eause 
afier  the  second  court,  includiog  all  the  fees  for 
every  necessary  service 4a. ;  for  the  tfonrt  at  which 


the  cnnse  is  detennined,  tncludioe  all  fees  fv 
every  neceasary  wrvice  thereon,  and  entering  6nal 
judgment, inclusive,  18a.';  for  every  subpana,  pro- 
videid  t-hcparty  iaseTt  nomore  than  fourwitnesm 
in  the  same,  2a. ;  fur  every  execution  or  order  of 
sale,  when  necessarily  issued  and  returned,  inclnd- 
ing  all  services  thereon,  with  taxing  costs  and 
copy,  and  entering  satisfaction;  5a.;  for  every 
tare  Jaaaa  against  bail,  wtlh  tnakins  an  iasot 
thereon,  or  entering  judgment  witfaoni  plea,  ia- 
clading  feeS'for  every  necessary  serTiee  theieoa, 
provided  that  the  i»Tiy  cast  shall  not  be  anbject 
to  this  unless  the  tartjacia*  is  requisite  and  te- 
quired  by  the  plainiifi^Sa. ;  for  giving  s  copy  of 
the  record  of  any  cRDse,  when  demanded  by  either 
of  the  parties,  6b.;  for  ereryrec(wnisnnce,2f.;fi3r 
«very  order  or  rule  of  court,  made  id  matters  fsr- 
eigo  to  the  suit  depending  In  court,  and  copy  tb«r^ 
of^when  demanded, 2t. 8a. ;  for  soarchinga  record 
oni  of  court,  I*. ;  for  a  commission  to  toke  the 
eKaminafion  of  a  ftmt  txverte  or  wiinesses,  in  any 
canse  dependitig,  the  return  thereon  entering,  and 
all  'other  services  neceiaary  thereon,  3t.;  for  a 
special  twitre /ocnra,  in  an  action  of  ejectment, 
or  where  tbe  bounds  of  lands  shall  come  in  qn» 
tion,  when  the  said  writ  shall  beiasued,  8*. ;  fori 
special  verdict,  demurrer,  or  motion  in  arrest  af 
judgment, And  argument  thereon, 4a.;  fbrawtit 
of  error,  certiorari,  or  appeal,  with  a  tnnaeript  of 
the  record,  and  all  services  ncces'wry  thereon,  8f.; 
for  making  out  cerlifieates  of  vitneases'  or  jury- 
men's attendance,  8d.  j  for  every  secariiy  tikn 
to  prosecute  plaintiff's  soit,  or  pay  costiL  St.;  fat 
entering  the  same,  with  tbe  names  of  tbe  secarily. 
2i. ;  fur  advertising  the  distribution  of  the  busi- 
ness of  the  next  term  for  each  county,  £1-,  forGx- 
ingtbe  seal  to  any  instromeQI  of  writing  that  may 
require  the  same, '3*.  W.  j  for  indietmeDi,  calling 
the  prisonet'  to  the  bar,  charging  or  amigning 
hi^  receiving  and  entering  his  |dea  «t  length, 
lOt. ;  for  each  recognisance,  to  be  paid,  ao  hr  u 
respects  the  person  admitted  to  baQ  and  hii  aeenii- 
ties,  at  the  time  when  taken,  2t. ;  for  each  soV 
Siate  cases,  8a. ;  for  tbe  trial,  entering  o( 
bnal  judgment,  and  tssning  a  copy  of  the  aentenee 
of  the  court,  IBi. ;  for  each  eontinuMiee  of  an  in- 
die linen  i,  4t. 

To  the  Clerk  of  the  County  CoQrt.-^FnT  every 

iding  process  retnrned  tt    '     '    ' 

g  all  services,  together  <M 


filing  every  Recognisance,  2a. ;  for  everr  coaihio- 
ance  or  reference  of  any  cause  after  tne  aeeoad 
court,  including  all  fees,  for  every  aerviee  aeces- 
sarv  thereon,  3*. ;  for  the  court  at  which  the  eaose 
is  detenntned,  including  all  aervfces,  7«.  6d. ;  for 
erery  subptEoa,  provided  the  party  insert  do  iDon 
thanfour  witnesses  in  the  same,  \a.%d.;  foi  every 
execution  or  order  of  sale  necessarily  issued,  in- 
cluding alt  services  thereon,  with  taxing'  costs  and 
copy,  and  entering  satisfaction,  3a.  9d. ;  for  erery 
tcire  facial  against  hail,  with  making  up  an  issue 
thereon,  entering  judgment  without  plea,  ittclod- 
ing  all  pleas  for  every  necessary  service  thereon. 
provided  that  the  party  paying  costs  aball  not  6e 
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APPENDIX. 

Feea  of  Offtcen  tf  3laU  QmHt. 


■D^ecf  lo  this  udIbbs  the  teirtfaciai  ia  oecesiiry 
snd  required  bj'  Ibe  plaintifT,  4t. ;  for  copj'  of  the 
record  of  any  canse,  4*.  6rf. ;  for  every  order  or 
rule  of  eoart,  made  on  matiere  foreign  to  ihe  suit 
depep  di  DC  ia  court,  and  a  copy  (hereof^  if  demand- 
ed, 2«, ;  for  eblering  on  the  minutes  the  probate 
of  wills,  qualify  in  g.execu  ton,  making  ceriiAeates, 
recording  the  will,  sail  jiying  copy  ibereof,  f 
for  grantiag  adnSiDistration,  taking  bond,  and 
otber  services.  thareon.B*.:  for  proring,  and  re- 
cording at  length,  and  filing  an  invenlory^aceounr 
of  aales,  or  account  current,  exbibiled  by  any  ad- 
miublrator,  executor,  or  guardian,  or  for  learcli, 
copy,  or  certificate  of  the  same,  if  the  eniate  be 
under  oua  hundred  pounds,  S«.  \  if  above,  4«. ;  foi 
every  marriage  licenaeand  bond,  6e.}  for  search- 
ing a  record  out  of  court,  2«. ;  for  proring  or  en- 
tering acknowledgment  of  lands  or  other  estate, 
■nd  certifying  the  ssme,  with  order  of  registraliooi 
mod  examination  o( Jatu  coverte  without  com- 
mission,  2*.;  foracomjnissioQ  to  lake  tbe«^mi- 
nation  ol  nfeme  eoverie  or  witnesses,  in  a  case 
depending  in  court,  entfering  Ihe  return  ihereon, 
and  other  BccessKry  services,  U».  4d.;  for  guar- 
dian or  other  boiid  taken,  in  eotirt,  ioclvding  all 
serricee,  6e, ;  for  indentures  of  apprenticeship  3*. ; 
for  a  special  verdict,  or  demurrer,  or  motion  in 


recording  a  mark  or  brand,  and  granting  certificate 
thereof.  It..  All  other  services  done  by  the  clerks 
of  llie  said  courts  are  tx  o/flcio,  amongtt  which 
we  ell  notice*  or  writs  ofieirt/aeitu  against  jury- 
men, and  ibe  courts  may  ftllow  reasonable  satis- 
faction for  the  same,  not  exceeding,  per  annum, 
£30;  for  every  security  taken  for  prosecuting  a 
aaitor  paying  costa,  2».;  for  entering  the  rame 
with  securities'  namet,  2g. ;  tot  petition  lo  correct 
error  in  grants  or  mean  conveyances,  6t. ;  for  af- 
fixing the  seal  wherere^uisite,  2f.6(i.;  for  record- 
ing proceisioner's  certificate,  2t.  6d. ;  for  every 
search  of  the  entry  takers  book.  1«. ;  for  copy  of 
every  location,  1*.;  for  iwoing  warrant,  giaiitiDg 
oertifleate,  and  affixing  the  *enl  aa  directed  by  abf 
of  1796,  e.  7,  j  4, 4e.  i  Tor  uvem  license  and  boad, 
-    '  '  -  vera  rate  , 

—Pot  Jtelliog  an  orphan's  eettte,  to 
ne  aiiDwea  oy  the  oouniy  court,  not  exceeding  2j 

Gr  cent.;  for  every  arrest,  5t.  4d.;  for  every  bail- 
nd,  2*. ;  for  serving  eopy  of  deelar«tioB,  le. ;  for 
■erTiog  a  eobpCBoa,  for  each  person  named  there- 
to, 2f.  Sd. )  for  pillorying  a  peraon,  &e. ;  for  an  at- 
tachment, the  tame  aafor  an  arrest,  and,  if  farther 
trooUe  Vf  moving  of  good^  to  be  taxed  by  the 
Qtmrtgfor  eieeniinga  vrarmnl  of  diitrese  or  exe- 
cution against  the  Dody  or  goods,  2i  per  centum ; 
for  sumnUnlBg,  empannelling,  and  attending  on 
every  inry,  in  every  cause  in  court,  1*.;  when  a 
■peeial  iwtnre  shall  issue  by  order  of  court,  for 
BummoniBg  each  juror  and  attenditig  the  same, 
S*. ;  for  patting  a  penon  in  the  stock*,  and  releas- 
ing, St.  4d.;  for  every  oommitment,  St.  Sd.;  for 
every  releaaement,  St.  Sd.;  for  setsrag  a  writ  of 
possession  of  laud,  8«.;  for  serving  aad  attending 
on  any  person  on  a  habeoa  «erpu^'  pet  day,  16a. ; 


for  calling  every  action  in  ceurt,  id. ;  tot  sdling 
the  estate  of  an  intestate,  to  be  allowed  by  the 
court,  not' exceeding  3}  percent.;  for  lumracHt- 
ing  every  warden  of  the  poor)  to  be  paid  by  the 
COUoty,  2>.  l^d.)  for  services  of  equity,  prooeal, 
and  incidental  thereto,  the  ume  fees  as  for  the 
like  services  at  law ;  for  apprehending  any  crimi- 
nal, lOt.;  for  conveying  any  persoo  in  hnenitody, 
for  criminal  offence,  to  the  jail  where  soch  persoa 
ought  to  be  confined,  at  the  rate  of  3d.  per  mile; 
for  each-perons  composing  the  sheriff's  gtiard,  3d. 
per  mile-i  and  4t.  lor  each  day  such  sheriff  shall 
maiatainsaid  prisoner;  fer 'carrying  any'sentence 
OF  order,  on  the  (Mrt  of  the  State,  into  execution, 
where  the  coaviot  is  to  be  corporeally  punished, 
10*.;  for.  the  ezeeullMi  and  decent  buridl  of  a 
felon,  £6. 

'  To  CoronerB-T-Por  attending  on  every  inquest, 
£1  4f:;  the  sathe  fees  for  disc  barging  the  duties  of 
ft  sheriff  as  such  sheriff  would  be.  entitled  to  by 
this  act  for  perfonnin^  the  same  services. 

Jurors. — To  each  joror  to  the  superior  coarU, 
(except  m  the  districts  of  Morgan  end  Salisbury, 
and  the  countteeof  PerBan,  Chowan,  and  Robe-  . 
B0Q,)for  every  thirty  mileain  going  and  returning, 
lOf. ;  for  ^cli  day's  attendance,  lOe. ;  to  every 
juryman  who  shall  attend  the  snperiot  courts  for 
the- districts  of  Morgan  and  Salisbury,  and  from 
the  eonntiet  of  Chowan  andPersaa,  for  every 
day's  atteadauoo  8«. ;  for  every  thirty  milca  he 
sball  travel  in  going  to  and  returning  from  said 
courn,  St.;  and  such  suma  as  shall  be  neceasatily 
expended  by  him  id  crossing  ferties. 

To  Jurota  attending  the  County  Gourt9.-^Ia 
most  of  the  counties  the  jurors  attending  the  court* 
areallowed  nothing;  in  some,  by  particular  laws, 
they  are  allowed  a  eooip^nsation,  which  varies  in 
different  counties,  and  is  paid  out  of  a  tax  to  be 
levied  in  the  county. 

To  WitnesteB.-r-kacb  person,  who  shall  attend 
any  of  the  superior  or  county  courts  as  a  witness, 
shall  be  allowed  for  every  day'i  attendance,  ana 
for  every  thirty  miles  be  sball  travel  in  going  or 
tetaroiog  from  the^d  court,  8*.;  for  everyday^ 
attendance  in  the  county  courts,  At. ;  and  ferriage!. 

Il  may  bft  proper  to  remark,  that  the  earreney 
of  North  Carolina  is  fixed  by  law  at  tweniy  ihil- 
"        ' "     '  "  •!«- 


past  has  been  fixed  by  common  consent  at  twenty 
ient  below  par ;  that  ia  to  sayj  it  has  pnsied 
_e  rate  of  twenty  shitliogs  for  every  two  dol- 
lars. In  this  cnmney,tliefee(  of  Bltornera,  clerks, 
sheriff^  &c.,  have  bemgenemlfy  paid;  and, when 
tbey  are  paid  in  silver  and  gold,  the  dollus  are 
leceived  at  the  rate  of  two  for  every  twenty  riiil- 

8TATE  OF  SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

Table  of  Faae  sstablidked  by  an  act  afthe  LagUatnre 

ofBeathCai(riin*,pw**dFeb.l4,  1781. 

Fee*  of  the  Secretary   of  State.— For  every 

•eorcli,  Sd,;  for  acommission  foraplace  of  profi^ 

16*.  1  for  eni^og  Mtiafaetton  on  a  mortgage,  1*. ; 
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foi  ncordiDg  t  mark  or  brand,  1». ;  for  ttKonAmf 
or  oopyiof  ai>]r  *rill<i|E,  for  every  copy  •beet  coa- 
Uiuog  ninety  voids,  fitl ;  for  drawmy  «  procla- 
mntioD  nnd  eopy  lo  the  printer,  to  be  paid  by  ibe 
State,  6*. ;  for  m  niiljtw  comBuif  ion  lo  be  piud  by 
t^e  Slate,  4«. ;  for  a  pardon  or  reprieve,  vilh  ike 
mai  teal,  and  reoordinf ,  lo  be  paid  b^  tbe  State, 
fie. ;  for  ■Iteadiitg  tbe  court*  of  juBtm  vitb  ra- 
tmi%,  3*.;  Tof  ftodiog  the  wax  and  appending  tbe 
great  Mnl  to  lawi,  to  be  paid  by  the  Suie,  for 
•aeb  law,  2*.;  for  n  geoml  commirnqn  of  tbe 

Since  fui  any  oouniy  or  diBtrict,  to  be  paid  by  ibe 
laie,  10*.  6d. ;  for  making  oat  a  grant  of  laudi, 
rnoordiDg  and  Giing  (be  great  aeal,  10*. ;  fora  tee- 
timontarwith  the  great  leal,  Se. ;  for  refridering 
the  certificate  of  a  penon  bcconing  a  citizeit,  E*. 
Fee*  of  tbe  Master  and  CommisuontiK  in 
Bqnity. — For  every  MimBo«t,  le.  U  ;  for  e*ery 
eopy  of  a  charge  or  ditebarge,  la. ;  br  taking 
eretf  iffidaTJi  in  writing,  1«.  Sri.t  for  every  oath 
ndm mistered,  6d.  \  for  tuing  nvcry  reoogauaaee, 
Si.  i  for  every  day's  aticodaiiee  in  court  on  any 
eauae,  3*.  6d. ;  for  tnking  the  oath  of  evory  de- 
fendant  to  an  ,an«wer  out  of  oficc,  and  aUeadanee, 
S*. ;  for  every  attendaoee  in  offic&  on  antninons  of 
•itber  patiy,oriheiraolicitora,3e.6«l.;_foT hearing 
and  deter miniog  any  contested  matter,  bdiI  order 


thereon,  5e. ;  for  makinK  up  and  returning  every 
report  into  court,  but  onfy  one  report  to  be  ehareed 
m  each  suit,  14«. ;  for  eommiHiona  on  salea,  sMer 


decrees  of  tbe  eourt,  3  per  cent,  for  the  fiiat 
liundred,  and  1  per  ceoL  on  all  snma  above ;  for 
drawing  each  set  of  oonveyanoea,  £1  6*. 

Fees  of  the  Register  and  Gommiieionera  in 
Equity. — For  affixing  the  seal  of  ihoconrttosob- 
MEDB  or  other  writ,  and  signing  (he  same,  2«.  6d. ; 
for  affidavit  ef  lervice  of  ssbpeeoa  or  oibei  writ, 
8f<  6(L;  for  examining  every  Witness,  drawing  de- 
posiiioni,  exem pi ifiea lions  of  proeeedion  in  nny 
ottuse,  if  required,  containing  minutes  ofa  decree, 
ail  orders  of  court,  or  for  copies  thereof,  per  copy 
sheet  of  ninety  worda,  JU. ;  for  every  seareh.  Bo. ; 
for  entering  every  eaoie  for  bearing,  It.;  for  at- 
imdiog  eourt  in  each  cauae,  3*.  6d ;  for  reading 
all  papers  in  a  suit,  2a.  t  for  tnmioiag  decree, 
affixiag  seal  thereto^  and  attending  the  judge*  in 
conn  to  liga,  nod  oeriJBcatea  oS  examinaiiona,  4a. ; 
for  notification  to  iaaert  in  gaactte,  by  order  of 
coon,  and  atteadaoce  on  printer,  la.  6d.;  for  affix- 
inc  every  seal,  and  signing  every  commiMioo  to 
lan«n*weft,  and  examine  witnesses, -or  for  other 
purposea,  2f.  6<L 

FeetaftbeComplainaDi'sSolii 


iqoiiy.— 
Preparing  and  filing  a  bill  in  equity,  wiih  all  ae- 
eestary  exhibits,  £7;  for  drawing  iDterrogatoriei 
in  chief  for  complaiaani's  witnesses,  and  •ross-in- 
terrogwoiies,  drawing  and  engroeaing  com m le- 
sions, attending  to  strike  commissioners,  where 
necessary,  with  proper  inatruetions,  £3  lOw. ;  for 
arguing  exception*  of  law  before  the  master  or 
jndge  St  chambers  when  necessary,  and  stlending 
Uwreon,  inchidiag  atl  charge*  ineideatal  thereto, 
£S;  foratlotlier  aeniecs  in  tbe  eauae,  iaeluding 
bricb  served  on  judge*,  except  the  decree,  £3 ;  for 
drawing  and  eogrotuog  decree,  per  copy  sheet,  0«L 
Fee*  19  Defendant's  Solloitur.— For  ptepariog 


and  Gliog  dcfeadaai's  answat,  and  all  neeesmy 
exhibits,  X7;  for  drawing  interrogatorin  in  ebid 
for  defendant's  witnesasa,  drawing  and  eagroaaing 
cross-interrogatories,  commissions,  attending  lo 
strike  eommissionera,  where  necesrary,  with  in- 
struction*, £Z  10*.;  for  arguing  exceptiona  os 
einu  of  law  before  the  maater  or  judges  at  eham- 
ra,  when  itecetaary,  iocludiag  notices,  attend- 
ance, and  all  incidenul  charges  relative  thereta, 
£2 ;  Sat  all  other  services  in  Uu  cauae,  including 
nerving  judge*  with  brief^  and  except  the  decree 
£3 ;  for  drawing  aad  engroaaing  decree,  per  copj 
ihest,  bd. 

In  lbs  Si^anar  Canrts  of  Law. 
PlaintifPa  A  tlomey.— For  filling  op  wriia,  sigB- 
ing,  attaodanee  to  lodge  tbe  aame  with  aberil^ 
and  all  Ineideoial  chargea,  wben  aatilod  beCirf 
declaration  filed,  in  casea  wban  no  Mlia  required; 
£X ;  for  every  extra  eopy  of  a  writ  mad  BMwe,  In 
M-i  fdr  all  subae<iMbt  proeceding*  wka  lever  t« 
the  filing  of  the  deolaratioa,  or  obiMoii^  inter* 
locatary  judgmeai  incbuive,  where  no  hail  ia  re- 
quired, XI  ». ;  in  all  caaas  whera  apeo^  bail  b 
required,  7a.;  for  all  praeaadiagsanfaaaqMBtioika 
b>rmer,jneluding  final  JRdnient  and  verdiet,  USk; 
for  alt  otbar  services  wMiever,  iaelading  (he 
whole  proceeding*  to  tbe  issuing  of  eneatioa,  im- 
clusiTe,  Oe. ;  for  all  axhibila  in  caaea  ef  coveMUil, 
per  cony  sheet  ot  ninety  words,  6tf. ;  to  the  jary 
in  eaob  oauaa  tried,  Sa. 

Ailomey'*  Fee*  in  eztnordinary  oaaea. — For 
every  demo rrei,  joinder,  and  argniaent  on  a  pouil 
of  law,  £1  9a.  I  (or  every  nutioD  lor  new  trw^  oi 
in  arrest  of  jadgtBcntjOt  ^eaal  matter  aad  argu- 
ment £1  bt.  i  for  (very  renewal  of  writ  or  exeen- 
lioa,&f.i  for  filling  upevetywntofrafanmna,aiid 
four  tiekete,  inclnaivc,  Sa . ;  for  every  rale  to  sh«v 
cause  in  arrest  of  judgraeot,  copy  and  notiec,  nad 
motioa  for  a  new  trisl,  7a.  j  for  preparing  evMy 
commianoo  to  examine  witneaaea,  when  noee^ 
■ary,  attending  to  strike  commiesioaer*,  drawing 
iBterrofatoriea  in  cbief,  aad  croet-iaterro^aMriea, 
andindrootMn*,  jCS;  toaach  material  wiinest at- 
tending (he  eouil,  reaidiag  in  tbe  cities,  towna,  oc 
vUlage*  where  the  conrttare  held,  per  day,  2*.  M. ; 
lo  each  wita***  friom  tii»aetiaUy,iaetaidiDgber«a 
hire  per  day,  4«.  9d. ;  all  witnasses  to  bo  allowad 
their fetriaga and taUj  fo*cowmeneing,aii)l prose 
cuUng,  and  defending  a  nit,  by  *awnn/T  pi«- 
eeaa,  £1. 
-  Attorney'*  Fee*  in  all  aaaea  of  Dowei  or  Parti- 
ioB. — All  lee*  from  .the  eommeMemeat  to  tk« 


end  of  the  prooccdiags,  all  aarvieas  uwliwvi^  H 
veyM's  fees  extra,  JiA. 

Auorney's  Fee*  en  Write  of  Attachment.— Ia 
addition  to  eoramoa  eosls.on  boDd,not<^  or  «•• 
eoool,  except  prioter'a  bill,  £3. 

Defendant's  AtloTney.i^For  appearance,  filing 
bail,  and  imparlance,  £1 ;  for  drawing  and  filing 
plea,  or  demurrer,  or  otha  prooeedinga,  previous 
lo  joinder  in  -demurrer,  or  i*sue  lakeo,  17«  6dL; 
for  verdict  ia  caaea  found  for  defendant;  peafaa^ 
bill  of  costs,  and  attending  taxation,  copy^  aad  do- 
tice,  including  all  charyea,  10*.;  for  drawing  ecu- 
miations  lo  examiae  witacwa*,  drawing  interior 
lories,  attending  to  atrike  eommiasioBcr^  and  iR- 
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■traeitont,  all  JDcidental  charges  lnelasiTe,tS; 
for  oopiet  of  all  exbibiia  aecematj  10  be  filed  bj 
dcfenoant,  per  copf  sheet,  5d. 

Atlorneys  in  the  County  Coarls. — For  com- 
ineDcini;,  and  proseeBiiog,  and  defendiog  a  luit  in 
the  coanty  court,  £1;  lor  defending  a  persoa 
charged  by  indictmeDt  or  information,  or  sued  vn 
a  forfeited  recofnisBaee,  £1'-,  for  eomaWciag, 
and  prosecntiog,  and  defendiDga  snmmoDa  and 
petition,  onaer  the  BDmmary  jnrisdietiot),  iS»  6«.; 
ibr  slating  objeclioni,  and  bringing  up  an  appeal, 
all  charges  inclusiTe,  14*. 

Clerki  of  tb«  Superior  Couria  of  Law.— For  a^ 
tending  to  sign  a  writ  and  affixing  seal,  l8.>;  for 
Bhne  a  deolarBtian,  i^ea,  replication,  demnrrer, 
joinder  in  demurrer,  or  other  pleadirig,  9d.;  for 
eopyint;  a  dsclantion,  or  other  wrillag,  pet  copy 
•heet  id.;  fqr  entering  every  special  order  '  <rf 
coorl,  Of  copf-,  Qd.;  far  erery  tearch  ib  the  reootda, 
where  the  «an>e  is  ended,  Sd.;  for  Mgnhijf  erery 
jndginent,  2»,;  for  attending  drawing,  a  jury  for 
■peetal  court,'  3».  6d.;  for  each  dajr'a  atnnaanee  at 
m  special  court,  3$.  6(1.;  fbr  drawing  a  bail-piede, 
stteoding  aiul  taking  bail,  it.;  for  recording  every 
jod^nent,  or  orher  writing,  for  everj  copy  sheet, 
Sri.;  for  erery  recogmsaece,  a>.;  'for  receiving 
Bfoaey  in  eoort,  and  paying  it  agaiOj  I  per  c«nt; 
for  bJB  attendance  in  every  came  inad  in'eoart, 
sweariog  jury,  and  reading  papera,  and  docketing 
the  same,  2m.;  for  swear)n|;  every  wttntKi,  Ad.;  for 
every  cerrifleaie,  and  signing,  68.;  for  administer- 
ing every  oath,  9d.;  for  recording  tfce  Terdici,  6rf.; 
for  attandiag  at  the  jodgc's  chaiaberaon  a  special 
argument,  2i.',  for  reaordin^  or  copying  a  plat  of 
land,  aad  copy,  3*.  id.;  far  issaing  a  certiorarL  or 
other  special  writ,  and  seating,'3t.  ficT;  for  Making 
oat  a  lieenee  for  the  admission  of  an  altorttey,  ta- 
tafnisteriog  the  oath,  and  recordiag  ^oaltflcatioD. 
£1 10a.;  fbt  a  dedtrntaptttHatem,  and  sealingS*.; 
for  filing  and  entering  return  thereof,  If.;  for  en- 
t«ring  a  decree  on  snoimary  process,  tai  exeeu- 
tioD.  2i,;  for  recording  the  bvaod  and  mark  of  a 
BtMK  of  cattle,  la.  Od, 

Attoraey  QeMral. — On  Mpera  retnrDed,  and 
no  indictment  gIvA  oai,  and  aoUe  pnaeqid  ente*- 
«<],  £l_Se.;  where  an  iDdiotmeat  is  fotind  ;S8; 
Bpoirbill  of  indictmejii  found  and  tried  beftfre 
peril  jury  and  verdict  or  eonfentoD,  £"3  10a. 

Cleilc  of  the  SeaaioRa  and  Peace.— On  a  nelie 
prme^d,  7a.;  when  a  bill  is  feand  or  thrown  out, 
10a.;  npon  bUI  foDud,  and  trial  be fora  petit  jmy, 
and  verdict,  £1;  on  each  writ  of  veaire  for  sam- 
moniDg  jnrors,  I».  6d.;  on  each  writ  o(  htdMot 
corpM,  or  bench-warrant,  7*.;  each  writ  of  sab- 
p«ena  and  tiokeis,  9a.;  for  everyorder  of  bastardy, 
taking  a  recogbi sauce,  and  all  othnr  proceediaffs, 
i*.  6d.;  for  each  order  for  re^tilntiOQ  o4  goods  U. 
3d.;  On  each  certificate  to  (be  coroner,  Set.;  for 
the  Whole  fee  of  a  tavern  license  and  bond,  0*.  id. 

SheriSs.— For  serving  every  writ,  oraamtnons. 
or  other  process,  taking  hail,  returning  and  prov- 
ing service,  and  ■saigning  ball-band,  7a^;  for  copy 
left  i\  ttre  defewlaat^  residence,  or  where  be  can- 
not be  personally  arrested,  retarntDg  and  proving 
aervica,  6a.;  for^milMge  from  the  eonri-botne  of 
tte  Astofela  mapocd'nlr  M  tbe  4rfeBdaat\i 


dAiCe,  01  wheT«  he  may  be  feand  or  takea^  hot 
not  for  returning,  each  mile,  3ri.;  for  eammitment 
and  releasement  of  aov  prisoner,  2«.  id.;  iat  sum- 
moning all  juries  to  toe  sheriff  of  each  district 
court,  £15  pe^  annom,  to  be  paid  by  Ae  State ;  M 
the  sheriff  of  each  eotinty  for  sommoaing  aH  ja- 
ries  ID  his  cDimiy,  and  for  serving  poUio  oriiaa 
for  the  betkefit  of  the  oonnly,  £5  per  annum,  to  be 
paid  by  the  couDty ;  for  serving  any  order  or  nila 
of  cooyt,  except  noUie  orders  or  rul^  and  deiivei- 
ing  a  copy,2«.;  for  serving  every  writ  of  sobpo- 
na  and  tiekeU.  and  returning  the  same,  2a.;  fin 
serving  a  beneh-warrant  or  a  wanaal  of  a  jiMtiee 
of  peace,  and  i«tam  thereof,  and  proving  service 
in  the  satae  manner  as  on  sarvlees  of  writs,  4a.; 
for  every  return  of  a  writ  wheiatfaropods  n  per- 
sons are  not  to  be  foood,  'it,;  for  dieting  wbitB 
persons  in  the  sevetal  jails  and  workbouset  in  the 
Stale,  sllowlng  one  pound  of  breati  and  one  poaad 
of  flesh,  wholesome  prorision^  ^r  day,  la.;  for 
dletine  negroes  or  otho'islam,  allowing  wbtAo- 
some  Food,  per  day,  8d.;  for  exeealing  a  peraon 
condemned  to  death,  to  be  paid  by  the  State,  £1; 
for  pnTtibg  a  perwHl  in  the  stocks,  branding,  pillo- 
rying, Whipping,' or  cropping,  t«  be  paid  by  the 
State,  each,'  6*.;  for  bunging  np  a  prisoner  on 
'  '  "  ~~w,  aiid  discharging  or  reooBveying  M 
paid  bv  tbe  parnr  if  solvent,  an{  if 


habea*  corjmi,  aiid  discharging  or  reooBveying  M 
prison,  to  be  paid  bv  tbe  parw  if  solvent,  an{  if 
msolvent,  then  bf  tnc  State,  5*.;  fin-  conveyiDg.a 


prisoner  on  habem  eorpiu  or  other  wise  from  oat 
dbtrict  6r  county  jail  to  another,  every  tatla  be 
shall  necessarttyride,  going  toaDdretaroingfrom, 
for  each  mite,  3d.;. all  aeeesMry  expenses  tobeal- 
lowed  the  sheriff  in  addition  to  the  i 


the  goods  of  The  defettdaatand  idliiig  the  wuma, 
for  all  snmvwbvra  the  debt  doe*  not  exeee^  £10& 
two  and  a  half  per  eent.  commitsiDiia,  and  for  aU 
sann  where  tbe  debt  exeeeda  £100,  one  par  eeni, 
where  an  eX«ciKion  shall  be  lodged  in  the  sherifl's 
office,  only  to  bind  the  property  aritk  direCCitma 
not  to  lery,  for  enteria;  the  same  in  bis  books,  2i, 
6rf.;  for  serving  an  ezeootion  Maisal  the  body  of 
defendant,  ana  return,  7k;-  ^  enn-  prisoner 
brought  up  fbr  trial  at  tbe  seaiions,  to  be  prid  hj 


of  a  dead  parson,  and'returo,  to  be  paid  by 
the  State,  £S;  in  all  cases  where  tlie  defeadaDt, 
after  the  sbCTcff  may  have  levied  oatheir  proper- 
ty, shall  setlle  With  the  plaintiff  Sefore  actual  sala^ 
the  sheriff  in  soek  eases  shall  only  be  entitled  W 
onefourdiper  cent.,  besides  all  reaaoeatdaditbarse- 
ittetits,  ^hd  also  for  fees  for  entering,  eaecutioa; 
but  if  the  defendaM  shall  par  the  money  to  the 
sheriff,  one  per  cent,  in  lien  a/the«ae-fburth. 


N.  B.  If  there  be  no  eoraoer  within  twefety 
miles  of  the  body  foand,  the  inquest  niajr  be  mada, 
•nd  the  fees  may  be  taken  by  any  jnktiee  of  tbe 
peace  in  Hke  manner;  a«d  wbe  shnU,  in  that  cas^ 
have  all  the  powers  of  the  coroner. 

JniiieesFof^  the  Paaoe. — For  oath  and  wartani 
itt  bU  ariiailul  <ta«Mi,Sa.}  far  a  naogaUaaae  and 
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return,  2f . ;  foe  ■  warniot  in  civil  ewe*,  If. !  for 
a  commimect;  1«. ;  for  a  warrant  of  bne  and  cry, 
Ir  6d)  for  taking  a  depositioD,  )«.  6d;  for 
mioisleriDg  every  oath,  M. ;  for  a  probate  to 
writing,  sigoiog,  and  swearing  witness,  1«.  6d. ; 
for  examiniBg  and  swearing  wiloeues,  and  hear- 
iogand  determining  the  cause,  la.  i  for  every  loll 
olestravs  giveD  in  at  ibe  came  [ime,and  other  in- 
cideDtel  charge!,  agreeable  lo  law,  3a. ;  for  writing 
ud  signing  an  execution,  1«.  2d.]  for  issuing. ai- 
taclnneQt,  witti  ibe  oath  of  the. party,  bood  and 
return  agreeably  to  law,  U.\  for  every  appeal, 
with  ibe  proceBdiDE»,.to  the  county  court  from  a 
jUEtiee's  judgment,  bond  and  security  inclusiTe,  3>. 
Constables. — For  serving  a  warrant,  2*.  6d. ;  fpr 
■nmmoning  a  witneesj  la.;  for  Gumraoniug  a  cor- 
oner's jury  and  wiinesa^  all  charges  iocluBivt 
Ida. ;  for  putting  a  person  in  tbe  nooks,  lo  be  paia 
by  the  State,  2s.  del. ;  for  serrine  an  attachment 
oa  the  effects  of  a  peruiD  absconding,. or  about  to 
kbacond,  making  an  inveDtory  and  tetura,  relora- 
able  10  the  eoiinly  conrt>  4«-  M-  i  for  tbe  like  iki- 
Tices  where  the  atiachaaent  i«  latumable  before  a 
■Dagistraie,  2*.  4d. ;  for  whipping  a  person  by  laW- 
fiil  authority  to  be  paid  by  the  Stale,  2«.  ikf.;  for 


mileage  in  all  criminal  eases,  atlacbmeoca, 
levying  executioos,'  and  in.  no  other  easeE,  for 
each  mile  out,  but  not  lor  reluming.  3d. ;  for  car- 
rying a  hue  and  cry,  lo  be  paid  by  the  Slate,  8*.; 
im  his  attendance  in  aearehing  for  slolea  goods, 
for  every  day,  at  the  request  of  the  patty  aom- 
ptaioing,  3a. 

Notary  Public.!— For  uhing  depositioa  and 
alrearing  witneaaea,  per  popy  sheet,  m.;  for  every 
protest,  10*.]  for  a  duplicate  of  deposition!,  protest, 
aud  certificate,  par  copy  sheet,  bd.\  for  each  attend- 
ance on  any  person  to  prove  anv  matter  or  thing, 
and  certifying  the  same,  3a.|  fiw  every  notarial 
oertificaie  with  seal-affixed,  2a.  Bd. 

Clergy  of  every  settled  church,  of  every  deoom- 
ioatlon. — Fur  r^isterin|(  every  Inrih,  marriage,  or 
burial,  la.  M.;  for  every  search  of  thrregiater,  StJ.i 
for  everjr  eerlificate  from  tbs  register,  la.  M~\  fur 
every  cilalion  read  ia  cbarch,  b»l 

Surveyor  Qmieral.— For  every  search,  8d.j  for 
copying  plat  and  eerlfficate,  Sa.;  for  receiving,  re- 
cording a  plat,  and  sending  tbe  sam*  to  the  sec- 
retary's office,  to '  be  pasted  into  a  grant,  10a.;  for 
a  certificate  in  all  othar  cases,  la.  Bd^  for  a  depu- 
tation and  insrrneliona  to  a  deputy  surveyor,  Sai 

Deputy  Surveyor:— For  aurveying  every  acre 
of  land,  one  half-penny  ]  for  making  out  a  fair 
riat,  certifying,  tigning,  and  retoraing  the  same, 
iOa.]  for  mnBlDg  old  lines  for  any  person,  or  be- 
tween parlies,  where  any  dispmea  arise,  or  by 
Oliver  of  eoor^  while  they  are  on  4he  survey,  14*.; 
per  day. 

Powder  Receiver  and  Inspector.— For  every 
100  Ibt.  weight  of  gunpowder  received  into  the 
magazine,  3a.  per  100  lb*.,  to  be  paid,  one  half  on 
nceiviag  the  same  into  the  magazine,  add  the 
other  half  on  delivering  the  same. 

Clerks  of  the  Benale  and  Uotiae  of  Represaut- 
aiivear- Foe  mj  eopy  oi  exUaet  finm  t!M  jonr- 


:cept  a  member  f>l  eiliier  branch  of  the 
Lrgislature,  or  tbe  Eiecutive,  each  copy  aheei, 
bd.\  for  every  search,  8d. 

CDmmisiionerof  Lpcations. — Fovreceiviaga}^ 
plications,  making  entries,  and  grantiikg  watiapia 
under  band  and  sekl  of  office,  3*.;  for  recordiu  a 
plat  and  sending  ft  to  the  sprveyor  general's  dSat^ 
7*,;  for  every  search,  Sd. 

Reeisier  of  Mesne  Conveyances. — For  asearch, 
Sd.;  ^r  entering  salisfaeiioQ  on  a  m or 
for  recording  or  copying  deeds,  each  t 
Sd.;  for  recording  or  copying  a  plat,  4a.  8 
certificate  from  ibe  office,  2*. 

Fees  of  the  Ordinary. — Far  a  marriafc  liocwe, 
bond,  and  registering,  j£l  ;  for  a  eitatioa  and  te- 
eerdiag,  3a.  Zd.\  for  qualifying  adminiaUatais, 
bond,  letters  of  administration,  and  warrant  rf 
appraisement,  reeqrdinit  letter*  and  oath,  I4i:; 
for  proving  a  wiUj  probate,  recording  aad  £lii^ 
tbe  will,  and  certified  copy,  where  it  dota  not 
exceed  four  copy  sheets,  9a.  4d. :  and  for  every 


ifren£we<r,2«.  9«i.;  for£ling  rcnnaciatioB  of  ex- 
ecniorsaDCI  recQrding,2*. ;  loradedimoatepnFve 
a  will,  and  qualifying  ezecuiora,  oradminisoatar^ 
and  copy  of  oath,  7a. ;  for  gDardiaoabip  beBd,lei- 
ters  and  recording,  14a. ;  for  entering  caveat,  or 
withdrawing,  fi«. ;  for  a  seareh,8(i. ;  for  heaiia^  a 
litigated  cause,  14*.-;  Tor  swekring  and  esaBiniDg 
each  trituest,  6d.;  tat  recording  or  copriagany 
other  writing,  per  copy  shpet,  Sd, ;  tm  fliog  pe- 
tition for  sale  of  teaiator's  effects,  examiaing  iato 
the  propriety  of  the  proposed  Mlea,  and  cndoniBg 
order  thereon, 4*.  Sd.;  tor  examining  the  accouali 
of  executors  and  administratora,  vouchers  and 
Sling,  for  the  first  yearns  accounts,  14a.;  and  for 
every  Other  year,  6*. 
County  Attorney  .—For  commencing  and  pea- 
atin^  an  indictment,  or  infonnaiion,  tried  br 
iiit  jnrv  or  confessed,  £.\  ;  .for  entering  a  aofic 
p-oae^uf  by  order  of  the  court,  5*. ;  for  oommeae- 
ing  and  paosecaling  a  actre  faeSoM,  on  forfeited 
recognitancea,  9*.  4a. 

County  CcArt  Clerk's  Fees.— For  the  whole  fret 
of  a  tavern  license,  or  pertnit  to  retail  aptriraoos 
liquors,  and  bond,  and  farnishing  ratea,  9*.  4dl,' 
for  eveiY  search,  Sd.;  for  reading  any  paper  or 
record  ued  in  court,  6d. ;  for  every  vrni  iaatA, 


petit  J 


2a.;  for  an  attacbineAt  granted  by  tbe  joaiiet  a 
peace,  returnable  to  tbe  court,  and  puitiif  the 
tame  upon  the  docket,  la.  Sd,  j  for  e-very  iftor 
mores  for  a  wilse ra  or  wilaesies,  la, ;  for  eatering 
every  cause  on  the  docket,  to  he  charged  but  once, 
(except  petit i an  and  straunons,)6d.]  for  entering 
eVery  special  bail,  2«;  for  entering  secority  for  cents 
for  persons  outof  tbe  county,  Itt.-Gd.';  for  entering 
the  appearance  of  the  defendants,  (except  on  sum- 
mota  and  ]ieti(ionj)6d.i  tor  all  anbaeqitent  pro- 
ceedings to  final  judgment  and  verdict,  3*^  6d.; 
for  all  oihar  proceedings,  eiecnitoftaineliwive,  St.; 
for  filing  the  JMp«a  of  ead  pvty  in  evwy  cause, 
where  there  la  a  jury  or  ease  agreed  and  ai^a«^ 
la. ;  ftw  kll  aad  every  other  thiag  doa«  by  the 
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clerk  duiiug  tlie  trial  of  lof  isase,  Si; ;  for 
t«ring  Hvery  jmlgaMai  and  copjr  theraor,  1m.  ;  for 
erery  raeogiuunee — tot  enteriiig  ■■  ippeKl  and 
taking  bond,  aad  for  retarniag  the-iame  lo  tbi 
oSioe  of  Ute  cietk.  of  the  wperioi  canrt,  4a.  3d. 
for  eopj  of  proeeedJDga  oflbc  Hose,  wherein  the 
appeal  la  granted,  for  eveiy  cop^  nMet,  6tL ;  for 
■D  BllachntCDt,  1*.  5d.;  for  iMninit  petition  — ^ 
lummoni,  and  eoiering  reiam  theroof^  St. 
eateriDg  d«eree  and  execniion  w  •vtemaTf  .pro- 
ceu,  3*.  6d. ;  for  reoording  eretj  judgment  or 
other  writing,  p<(  copy  sheei,  or  oopy  i)iei«af,  6d. } 
for  entering  every  tell  of  eatrayi,  keeping  tlKtaoM 
affixed  up  at  the  aoUT^hoa«e,  and.idl  jtlker  f 
dental  chargat,  3i. 

County  Qerk'a  Fee«,  an  Lettenof  Adinini(tr»- 
tion  graaicd  by  the  Goaoty  Courts. — Ror  a  eita- 
lion,  1«.  &^  ;  tor  each  adminittratiaD  bond,  It. ; 
for  le(iaraol'appratieBMDt..l'>i  foradediaa^la. ; 
for  probate  of  a  will,  It.;  for  graatiog  letters  lea}- 
ameoiary,  witii  the  will  annexed;  Is.  Qd.4  for  re- 
eofdiog  any  of  the  above  inatruoMiiii,  and  the 
appraitement  per  copy  iheet,  bd. ;  for  examining 
tb«  acconnu  of,  exeoatQrs  and  adminiBtfalOH, 
voucher*,  aiul  filing  the  tme,  under  the  inspec-" 
tion  of  the  court,  for  the  firtt  rear't  account,  &a. ; 
and  Cor  every  other  raar,  Stiid, 

SbOvS.  AiuibeUfirlAa-enaeUdlmHtt.amH»er- 
itjf  qfontaid,  That  if  any  of  the  pabiic  officer*  of 
this  State,  or  other  peruu  or  peMons,  entitled  to 
leea  by  this  act,  and  in.  the  foregoing  Itslaparliau- 
lady  mantioned,  ihall  take  or  tecdve  any  further, 
other,  or  greater  fM  or  reward  for  any  of  the  ser- 
vicM  in  the  Mtid  Jbregoing  list*  respectively  men-r 
lioaed,  or  sball  invent  or  contrive  any  other  or 
fartbcT  fee  or  reward  for  any  of  the  said  services, 
then,  and  in  every  inch  case,  the  person  or  perwrn 
so  offeniKng,  upon  doe  proof  and  oon  vie  [ion,  shall 
forfeit  for  ine  Hrtt  efienee,  four  ilmM  tb«  amount 
erf  the  sum  so  taken,  paid,  or  received,  lo  be  recov- 
ered inany  eourt  of  record  in  this  Stale;  one  half 
to  be  paid  to  i)m  peraoo  who  shall  sue  for  the  same, 
and  the  other  moiety  to  be  paid  into  the  public 
treasury  for  the  oae  of  the  State,  except  Jn  such 
comiica  whare  eonnty  courts  are  established;  in 
which  oasH,  the  said  lart>menttoned  moiety 
aboil  be  paid  for  il^e  use  of  the  county ;  and  for  the 
seoond  oSinoe  .shall  stand  divested  of  his  office, 
and  be  rendered  incapable  of  re-appoiniment  lo 
tha  aamet  and  oa  information  from  the  court, 
under  band  and  seal,  tbe  Gorernor  shall  fill  the 
vacancy,  if  the  L^islaWre  should  not  be  sittJTw; 
and  if  la  the  aoanty  coart^  the  vacancies  shall  he 
filled  up  by  tbe  jusiiees  of  the  said  eonnty. 


8TATB  OF  GEORGIA. 
"  Fesa  ud  oompenaalion  paid  to  Attonteys  at  Law, 
Pmthonotaiiaa,    RegMlen,  and   Clerks  of  jndidsl. 
courts,  lo  Shciifls  and  Coioners,  to  Grand  and  Petit 
JuTora,  snd  Witsfluec,"  io  the  State  of  Geoigia. 
&berifi''s  Fees,  in  civil  case*. — For  serving  a 


if  more  than  one  defmdani, 

copy  served,  3s.  4d.^  for  levying 

bodyor  propatiy,  7«.t  fat  ivrntaoiung  each  evi- 


dence, 2s.  Ad. ;  on  all  sums  where  tbe  ezeeoiiiNi 
doae  Dol  eieoed  £.lb,b  per  oenL  onihoamauntof 
property  sold ;  on  all  sunu  above  £16,  and  wfaara 
tbe  exeeation  does  not  exceed  ;£100, 2^  per  cent. ; 
on  all  sums  where  the  eieontioa- exceeds  £100, 1 
per  cent.;  and  that  n6  commisMon  shall  be  de- 
manded where  property  is  not  actually  sold.  For 
making  out  and  sigiUBf  a  bill  of  sale  of  other 
propefiv,  U.  Sd.:  I*romdtd,  That  fees  shall  b» 
allowao  onty  for  one  bill  of  sale,  where  tbe  same 
will  be  aufficieat  to  convey  the  property  sold  to 
one  person,  or  joint  pnrehiwer*;  uotets  tbe  pur- 
chaser, or  purchasers,  shall  choose  more  thaaone. 
For  conducting  a  debtor,  under  confinement,  b«- 
fore  ■  judge  or  court,  4s.  8d.;  for  summoning  a 
jury  to.  try  a  caveat,  and  attendance,  it.  Bd. ;  for 
summoning  a  special  jury,  and  alt  other  servieeK 
atiendiog  trials  of  appeal  eases,  it.  8d. ;  for  a  bau 
bond,  4«.  8d.  y  for  making  out  and  trxeeuting  titles 
to  had,  14«.;-(if  wrote  by  ihe  purchaser,  4».  Bd.) 

Sheriff's  Fees,  in  firiminal  eases.— For  re-oom- 
milling  any  person  when  a  ^abeat  corput  is 
brought  to  bis  relief,  it.  Sd,;  for  snmmon- 
ing  a  jury,  it.  Bd.^  on  «very  copy-  of  a  nitti- 
flHW,  la.  ad;  for  e.ver7  mile  a  prisoner  shall 
be  removed  oa  a  Aabtat  eorpvt,  li.  2d.;  tm  re- 
movfaig  a  prisoner  by  habtat  eorput,  where  no 
mileage  ("jaid,  per  day,  it.  Bd. ;  for  esecutlog  a 
criminal,  37r  U.;.ror  eondueting  a  prisoner,  be- 
fore a  judge  or  coattj  to  and  from  Jail,  4«.8d.;  for 
ezeeittiug  a  wamat  of  teseape,  3>:  6d. ,  for  each 
mile  U)  serve,  the  same,  Sd. ;  for  executing  and 
tetvrning  a  bench  warrant;  4«.8d;  for  each  mile 
lo  servr  the  same,  M.)  for  putting  a  person  into 
ihe>stocks,  Ss.  4d.  j  for  whippiag,  cropping,  or 
bMadingacrimii)Bl,4«.  8d.;  for  ■ppreheoding  a 
person  suspeoied,  if  conuailted  w  held  lo  bail,  it, 
Bd. ;  for  ea«h  person,  not  exeaeding  two  who  nay 
be  employed  t«  guard  a  pHsoaer  to  jail,  per  day, 

Coroner's  Fees.— For  sammoning  an  inquest 
on  a  dead  body,  and  returning  the  inouisition, 
«».  8d.;  for  providing  a  coffin,  and  burial  expeu- 
ses,  14*.     In  all   other  cases,  the  same  ss  the 

Register  of  Probate's  Fees.— For  receiving  ap- 
phoation,  end  granung  eitntion,  it.  Sd. ;  for  sign- 
ing a  warrant  of  sppraisennDt,  2>.  id. ;  for  sign- 
ing liie  probate'  of  a  will,  it.  8d. ;  for  recording  a 
wHl  or  other  paper,  ner  copy  sheet,  3Jd. ;  for  a 
certified  oopy  of  a  will  or  other  paper,  per  copy 
sheet,  3id. ;  for  receiving  an  apprsisemcat,  and 
recording  thesame,if  under 9100, 2t.  Sd. ;  ifabovg 
8100,  it.M.:  for  receiving  spt^ieaiioc,  and  grant- 
ing letters  dismissory,  4s.  Si;  for  graatiog  cita- 
lion  to  show  cause  why  admin  isira tion  should 
not  be  repealed  or  set  aside,  9s.  id. ;  for  granting 
lettersof  admiaistraiion,  or  letiers  tesiameotary, 
9t.  id.;  forentering  a  caveof  against  administra- 
tion being  granted,  or  will  proven,  it.  Si;  for 
every  marriage  license,  U.  Bd.;  for  attending 
judges  for  determining  a  cawat,  per  day,  4t.  Bd. 

Fees  of  (he  Attorney  General  —For  drawing 
a  capiat  against  s  person  indicted  and  not  bound 
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boltiDg  juror.  Sf .  4d. ;  for  dkwiDf  ib  to^Ktmnt 
agtiiuia  pertoD  prcMiited  by  the  grmnd  j*rf,  iitd 
boDDd  orer,  4«.  9d. ;  for  enwring  ■  noUt  prvrnqai, 
'id.;  forctundiBgat  jadgM' ohwnben  t»i«ke  ib« 
tffidBTit  oftaj  perKwi,  in  cvimiiMl  obbm,  Ai.  Bd. ; 
for  drawiog  aa  affidaTit,  o^  any  gtbcr  initmmcBt 
ft  writing,  pw  oopf  «bc«t,  S^d.  |  for  it-  mbpana 
U  cfimiDal  <»««,  If.  2d. ;  for  rctaiaiDg  fes  a^nst 
pirtoo*  iodicttd,  14*. 

,AtiorB«ya'  FeM.-~OD  aaeb  chm  eoiDm«Beed 
wd  Iried  IB  the  tapcrioi  orinfarlor  coaru,  ISf .  8di 


on  Msfa  appMi   ptMceutad  lo  judgmcBi,  ncept 
mweala  bon  «  juatioeB'  court,  18i.  Sd.  (    ' 
dwe&dBBt  pravaib,  to  racMVe  llie  fee 


1.  Sd.  (where  Iha 

_   .    be  fee  JB.lteu  of 

tha  piaisitn'i  aitonktr). 

Jurora'  and  Witneasas'  Feu,  id  eiTil  cbms. — To 
(he  pelit  jurf,  for  taol)  caaw  irted,  >o  be  paid  br 
llt«pUtDtia',«ad  taiedin  iba  billof  eoau,  4«.8d>i 
to  a  ipceial  jurir,  for  eacl^  appeal  tcied,  lo  be  paid 
by  ibe  appdlaof,  and  taxed  in  tba  hill  of  «osti,  4a. 
Bd.  i  \o  aacb  witaeu,  per.  day,  for  bi*  or  bar  at- 
UndaBce,  atid  for  coming  and  retDTiilog,attowiBg 
thirty  laileafor  a  day,  not  allowing  for  more  than 
tfatce  witnesaea,  lo  be  paid  by  tbe  peiaoB  sDohuod- 
ipg  the  tint,  and  laxed  in  (be  bill  of  ooiia,  3*.  6d.; 
tbe  wiiBeaaei  to  bane  tbeaamoaUowaBca  Incrim- 
inaLcaici,  when  tba  penoo  pjnwacined  ii  fobod 

Clufc'i  Feaa,  in  eiimlBal  eaiea.— For  every  writ 
titdaval,  1«.  2d.;  forerery jmndof  ajoiy,  U.Sd.; 
|br  every  order  on  a  fine  tor  a  jnrof,  fontaH  ei- 
^OM  tnue,)  and  enMriag  ibe  nme,  U.9d.;  tot 
ordering  a  fi««  paretvplory,  enttriag  and  reodiag, 
ia.  2^  ;  for  copying  tbe  aame  for  tba  atleraey 
leocnl,  It.  Sd  i  for  &B  on  a.  writ  of  capiat  and 
•eal,  1m,  2d.;  for  the  elark'a  attendance  in  henritig 
a  motioD  in  acreat  of  jadgmeni,  or  «i  tbe  joA^ 
chiunben  en  a  petition  preferred,  or  a  AaAoo* 
carjnu,  or  to  take  the  enaMisuioa  or  informa- 
tioQ  of  any  peraon,  3«.  6d.;  fai  raking  aa  ei- 
ftinination,  infonaatioQ,  or  afidaviL  per  copy 
*be«t,  BiX'«QdHtH]uart«r  ccbm  ;  for  drawing  a 
watnnl,  1«l  2d.  j  for  a  eomnitmeot  or  libente.  It. 
2d.;  for  taking  an  neknowledgmeai  of  bail  befora 
the  judge,  or  in  court,  and  drawing  recogniaanee 
thereof,  2f.U. i  for  every  eob^na  ticket,  Id.;  for 
every  indiotmeat,  if  the  erimta&l  be  foand  guilty, 
2».  id.i  for  ever*  tmigaiBent,  or  obarging  a  de- 
fendant with  indielmeDt,  if  feand  guilty,  1*.  Sd.; 
for  entering  a  plea,  7d.i  for  salliog  a  jury,  7d.; 
for  clerk's  at  tendance  on  every  e^uMtried,  la.  2d. ; 
for  every  senteooe  or  judgment,  and  enieriog  the 
Hme,  1#.  2d ;  for  every  copy  of  every  indictment, 
01  othet  paper,  4d.;  for  every  copy  of  judgment 
to  the  stieriff  and  order  thereon,  la.  3d.;  for  oall- 
iog  a  traveiM,  or  dicoharging  a  reccvnitance,  1*. 
2a.i  for  recording  the  proceedittgaotaoaOM,  per 
copy  sbsec,  6^  cent! ;  for  every  peraon  acquitted 
by  proclamation,  1*.  3d.;  for  eTWv  Harcb,  7d. ; 
for  a  writ  of  dedimvt  foUttalevt,  4a^  6d. ;  for  re- 
newal of  capiat,  It.  3d. 

Feea  of  the  Clerk  itt  tbe  Superior  Conrt,  in 
civil  caseB, — For  every  tnit  commenced  tbet 
if  settled  befoi    '    ' 

for  each  copy  ,  .    ..__ 

.  Lhan  one  defendftBt,  after  the  fitai  copy,  3*.  U', ; 


for  every  nit  n  cnkmonoed  and  prtMarated  lo 
judgment,  ineludiw  every  lervice,  to  entering  op 
MtifEaetion,  Me. ;  for  encb  appeal,  if  oculcd  bcfoR 
verdict,  it.  Sd. ;  for  eaoh  B)ipeal,  proaeeuleri  |» 
judgDMnl,  including  every  Berriee,  to  entering np 
Httisbetion.  9*.4d.;  for  every  writ  of  mbpsBB 
and  liaket,  7d.;  for  a  writ  of  pattitioa  and  knds, 
14a.;  for  ituiing  a  commiMiOn  to  exnoiine  wit- 
aetseB,4«.  ad. ;  for  raatnog  ont  tettera  of  gnard- 
inn^ip,  and  aecurity  laken,  4«.  Sd. ;  for  every  or- 
der for  the  nie  of  land,  and  copy  theTeof,  9*.  4d!. ; 
for  reeording  any  iuimneni  of  writingi  per  topf 
thcet,  $1  cents ;  for  each  Mareh,  7d. ;  for  a  eerti- 

Jiy  of  any  record,  per  e^y  abnet,  3^.-,  for 
,  oreeloMireof  morigage^aBd  r«eording  pto- 
eeedinga,  4*.  Sd. ;  for  evetf  inquiry  of  ink,  re- 
ipeoting  properly  levied  on  by  the  abetiC  and 
ilaimed  by  4  third  penoB,  4a,  Bd. ;  for  every  lav- 
!r»  beenne,  inetuding  evevy  Mtviee  ibereio,  it. 
Sd. 

Feea  of  Jhe -Clerk  of  tba  Inferior  Coert.— Fw 
each  cauH  fettled  before  jodgment,  and  e«eb  irp- 
peal  to  tbe  soperior  cotfvt,  It.-,  for  each  copy  «c  n 
writ,  where  inere  are  more  than  one  defendant, 
after  the  firat  copy,  Sf.  4d. ;  for  recli  <6Mse  com- 
menced therein,  and  proeenated  lo  jodgnent,  not 
appealed  from,  inchiffiiig  every  service,  to  enle*- 
tng  itliafactioo,  14*. ;  for  fobpcnna  tickets,  eom- 
mianoM,  and  leiien  of  guardinisfaip,  and  inqni- 
rtei  rsapccting  property  eWimed,  nonanits,  and  any 
other  eervke  performedj  the  aame  feea  an  allowM 
to  ibeelerkof  theauperioroowtifweaehnppenL 
prtweenied  lo  JndgmeM,  frodi  a  jnatioea'  eourl,  4«. 
8d. ;  if  feltled  by  the  po'rtiea,  St.  4dL ;  joefuding 
every  eerviee,  to  eaUriog  satialhetim. 

"  STATE  OP  KENTDCKr.     . 
TaUe  of  f  aaa  and  CoavenaHian  aDoved  by  kw  lotbt 

taapactive  Offioan  and  otheia,  aa  hnraiiiafler  •>(■■ 

tinud. 

Attorney  a-at-Jnw  in  the  Court  of  Appeala.— In 
every  ehaocery  eanio,  to  be  taxed  in  tbe  biH  of 
eoiiB,  816 ;  in  every  Bonmon  law  nctioa,  #&. 

Awe. — Theae  are  the  feet  taHud,  but  no  atuwMy 
is  reunined  -from  reoaiving  or  demanding  More 
from  hii  client ;  and'  tha  feea  paid,  in  fact,  are  ia 
the  genetalnot  leaf  than  8S0  ineonuDon  Inwcaato, 
and  830  in  dMneery^  Attorneya  proeeen  ting  Jot 
the  Pummonwealth  are  appointed  tn-encb  oounty 
by.  tbe  coina  tberoof,  tbe  eircaii  court  nppoiniinf 
an  aitorney  in  proaeente  ihereio,  the  county  eo«n 
also  appmnting  their  alterney ;  tbe  nllowance  to 
e&ch  itat  the  diacretion  of  tbe  court  anonaUyiUid 
varying  aecording  to  tbe  popnlaiion,  wealth,  &c. 
of  each  counly,£otn  9100  to  300.  Ho  feea  are 
taxed  foe  aELorneys  in  criminal  caaes ;  in  civil 
cases,  where  the  Suie  prevails,  ihe  nme  feea  are 
taxed  aeaioat  the  deftiMlanr  for  the  use  of  tbe  at- 
torney for  Ibe  CommonwesJtb  »  in  other  sttnilar 

■  ToSberiffs.— FornnBrT«aiaiidr«tam,fl3teeBU; 
fot  every  bail  bond,  (by  act  of  1790;  vol.  8  Brad, 
page  55,)  50  eeniB ;  fAr  rataning  a  eafiat  mm  ttl 
tnoentiw,  21  aenta ;  for  serving  a  neint  Jadat,  31 
eenta ;  fur  aeeving  My  penen  with  nn  order  of 
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court,  tod  making  ntBm  ibweof,  31  hdU  ;  far 
pilloryiog  wj  t^noa,  41^  conis  ;  for  patting  iato 
the  ttoeki,  21  ceutB  ;  for  ducking  ■■!;  pcngn,  41i 
aenn ;  for  putting  in  iwiMU  and  raIca««neBt,  4l| 
ewla;  for  MrvingBBbpau  ia«hani)crT,31ceiiU; 
for  Mrring  aubpow*  for  m  witnea*  i»  aiif  eaoM  in 
court,  except  anmmoiied  in  eourt,  SI  eenti  t  for 
-raiwr,  asdiiM',  n«war,  a 


a  jotf  al 


nriliag  a  jury 

beawerD,91  40;  forsomnKiainja  jury 
inat  eaM,  (actof  isea,)8l  90,*  forcominetoaod 
attmdinf  the  disiriet  coarEwtiti  tbe  omtre,  and 
retnmoftke  iMn»re/«et«^  ttie  Mmeas  isallomd  to 
a  vmirt  mom,  (to  be  pqid  br  ibe  poblie ;)  and  for 
KttendiDg  ibe  diitrict.  coDTt  ^iih  Riobd  gaodM, 
whne  tb«i«  i«  no  wntrc  man,tia  Mma,  81  M) 
for  loininoaiiig  tbe  jniticM  of  ilie  eonnif,  allend- 
in|>a  evart  of  oyernd  terminer,  for  the  esami' 
natien-of  a  erinutwt,  C4  1? ;  ftw  removine  ererr 
ariminal  fron  anf  oounty  jail  to  aoy  pbDiic  jail, 
for  erery  mile.  U^  cents ;  for  avan-  horsa  im- 
pr««*ed  fir  that  parpoM,  fot  each  day ,  (aot  of  ISOe, ) 
aScenta;  fo*  tctno^laga  debtor  by  AaA«woi>f7)W 
from  any  eoBBty  jail  to  anf  pabli^  jail,  for  ereiy 
liile,44  aenta;  foreMoutiiuraeoDdemnedperaon, 
and  all  Imb  iscidcDt,  89  21 ;  for  tranitaoaing  a 
jury  nfoa  an^  iaqnidtioa,  aumy,  writ  of  do«rar, 
or  partition,  if  the  JBrf  apnaar,  $B  13| ;  apd  if 
the  juTj  do  not  anpaar,  $1  50 ;  far  ifitaing  a  re- 
unit  of  a  writ  of  itower,  partition,  or  t&  naisre  of 
•D  ad  jKod  dtnonum,  81  04^ ;  for  etch  day's  at- 
tendanea  on  1  jury  in  the  Cooatry  after  they  ar; 
ammt,  or  aUendanee  on  a  aarveyor  when. ordered 
by  the  comrt  81  044-1  for  aerriocF  a  writ  of  habere 
_^ieuitpo«aeMwM«inoraaMflani,63eta}  ftKraerTiog 
•  daelatMuta  in  ejeetawit,  If  ^inat  one  tanaai, 
6S  eeftta ;'  if  nwre  than  ons,  (br  avny  other  leO'- 
ftBt,  31  eeMa;  (or  whippiM  a  Mtfant,  to  be  paid 
"-  "" '  ■")»«  by  ■' 


eanta;  forwhippiBgafrceperaonbyorder  of  eourt, 
to  bapttidbyMichpenon,4lioenl3;  forwhippiag 
a  stare  by  order  of  eoori,  to  oepaid  by  the  paUie, 


M^cept*}  foraaHinaasemnaat  poblio  outcry 
hf  order  ofcoattgOKd  all  ftc8iooident,41^eeBtB-, 
for  kvapia^and  proriding  fit  a  debtor  injail,  eaeh 
day  31  eeatf ;  for  kacpiag  cm  providiog  ^  a  run- 
away or  crimiaal.  in  jail,  <«aa  day,  to  be  paid  b^ 
thepvUiCtlScentai.faf  Mrringau  execution,  if 
the  property  Iwactnallr  soM,  «  the  dibt  paid,  or 
whnfc  the  sbeiiff  shall  harre  taken  bond  for  the 
delivery  of  property,  wbieh,  if  bm  ooipplied  with 
,t  the  day  ofBale,firepercen[uaiODttlefiMth)ii>- 
'     '  *^and  two  per  eaot.  on  allsmiM  above 

rhercheahaUbaTakriedanflxoeotioD, 

•nd  the  defendant  shall  hare  replevied,  or  where, 
atiderthasam«oirflDiiiBianeaB,eMcationia  stopped 
by  iBJHDCtion,  writ  of  error,  or  attpsraedftw,  by 
OMer  of  the  party  for  whom  it  is  iasiied,  OBO-naif 
the  above  coinmiasioas;  for  .awving  an  atlacb- 
neoton  the  goods  exaeeding  three  pounds,  if  sold, 
tbe  sane  fee  as  f^  aerving  an  execution-'^ where 
the  goods  do  not  «xeeed  that  voiqe,  oraio  iwt  stJd. 


i  poMd^  at 
t :  Bod  whe» 


wygai 


MchoMftt,  St  canta;  for  aarrisg  »  writ  at  ^tftrvf 


gtm.eAewat»j  tothoahariffafPrBnUinforattaBd- 
iBg  the  coort  of  appeals,  for  each  day,  84 ;  to  all 
pnblio  services  of  sherifi^  viz :  attending  eo«rt* 
of  clirims,  empannellitig 'grand  juries,  pubUshing 
writ*  of  election,  nvd  bis  attendanoe  thereat,  *«rT- 
ingal)  pnblicordefB  and  eoorla,  and  all  other  pgb- 
lie  and  oounty  aerrioea,  a  yearly  sum  not  exceed- 
ing 8^  to  be  levied  annually  br  the  iaaticeaof 
the  county;  and  the  shetifi  iball  lay  bclme  the 
aoort  an  Bcaount  of  bis  aervieea^  to  enable  th«m 
to  jadge  of  the  qnanram  with  in  the -said  limiL 

To  the  Coroner^— For  an  inquisition  on  n  deid 
body,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  estate  Df  tbe  deceased 
If  tbesame  besoffieient,  ifnoi,  by  thecoanty.86; 
all  other  services  rendered  by  him,  the  tamtJ  fees 
as  are  albwed  sherlfis  for  simftat  serflces. 

QuAids,  summoned  and  attendiog,  to  secure 
criminals  in  jail  are  allowed,  per  day,  75  cents ; 
for  iravelUog  to  aod  reiurniog  from  guarding  any 
prisoner  to  the  public  Jail,  (the  said  guards  fur- 
oishing  tbemselvea  at  tdeir  own  expense,)  per 
inile„5cenii.. 

To  the  Clerk  of  the  Contt.of  Apneak.— Pot 
every  wiit  of  dedimui  peUUatem,  37 j  cents ;  for 
taking  boBd,  itauiag  d^wraedeaa,  43  cents;  be 
enteung  the  appeBtBooe  of  either  party  is  pntaon 
or'by  aiiordey,  18  eanla;  for  every  rule  enteaed 
ontMrnta  dooket,  16  oeMs;  liw  copy  <tf  every 
rola,  16  eaniB)  for  entering  ovary  contiananoe  on 
the  eodrl  docket,  35  eents  j  for.  administCTing  an 
oath  or  affirivniion  in  eeiut,  16  coats ;  for  enter- 
ing every  jodgmcnt,  35  eents;  for  euiy  thereof 
16  cents;  for.'enleriog  avciy  decree, 50 cents)  for 
oopy  of  t^e  aana  foi  BT«ty  twenty  wetd^  2  ocnls  s 
for  filing  reoord  upan  an  affiaal,  writ  of  error,  or 
auparwoeoa,  SS.canisi  for  copy  of  soch  reoord, 
far  every  twcMj  wmia,  3  oents ;  Gar  taxing  the 
ooita  in  any  natun  or  aui^  and  a  copy-llseteM,  35 
eents;  for  Avery  order  ton  witness  brnttendaaoe, 
to  be  eharfed  to  the  party  against  whom  aneh 
wi&  gocsi  16  aenta;  ior  copy  dtereo^  16  eenta; 
for  attnchuMnt  Ihurnon,  16  cenls ;  for  every  order 
in  oont^  3S  cents ;  for  recording  a  deed  where 
one  traot  of  land  only  is  conveyed,  taking  the  av 
knowledgment  or  proof  thereof,  and  eeit^ing  the 
SMBef^l ;  for  every  tract  oWre  than  one  contained 
ia  such  deed,  35  oenio;  far  raoordintf  eaoh  eerti- 
ficaie  annexed  to,  or  ettdorsed  on  sncn  deed,  when 
offeoed  to  he  rccosded,  16  eenu ;  for  a  cop^  of  any 
dead,  three- fouri ha  of  the  fee  for  reooidiog  th« 
cnnn;  for  recording  a  deed  cooveming  slaves  or 
per^nal  mnttnrs  oily,  91;  tar  *  copy  ihMaof,  75 
centr;  for  racordiogaletlar  ofattornev^  Tftcenla; 
for  a  copy  thereof,  oO  cents ;  for  recoraiog  a  boitd 
with  eandition  other  tbnn  for  the  performance  of 
ooveonnia,  7ft  cents  ;  for  n  copy  of  a  bond  with 
condition,  50  cenia ;  for  a  search  for  anything 
above  one  year's  aiaiidiae.  and  reading  the  snmc 
OiVct,  or  nny  part  tker^^  if  required,  16  cent*; 
for  docketicg  every  canse  to  be  charged  but  onos, 
16  cents;  far  evai^  other  service  M  iha  elci^  n 
reasonable  compenanlion  ahail  be  made  by  Ik* 
party,  to  be  detar^ined  by  the  court,  ancocdinc  ts 
the  eqni.iy  of  the  aw^  Md  a  Mgiwd  to  the  baa 
keiein  allowed;  for  raeoadtngor  tnonmitliag  a 
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memorial  or  a  deed  Id  the  elerk  of  tbe  coiutr 
wherein  the  Unda  lie,  12^  eenia. 

The  followinf  fcca  eatablithed  by  the  Court  of 
Appealt  by  the  poww  hereinbefore  recited,  tiz  - 
—For  filing  error*,  or  fbr  a  copy  thereof,  35  cents , 
ib^  filing  the  recwd  upoit  the  retgrn  of  a  ctrtior- 
an,S9  oenu;  for  eDleriog  (be  re«Dni  of  ~  '  " 
•cror,  tuftrttdta*,  ctriwrari,  uimmoDi  or 
lion,  S8  eeata;  for  recwdiog  a  recital  of  a  former 
grant  at  eonTCyance  of  land,  fto,,  in  any  deed 
contained,  76  centi  i  for  reeording  or  copying  a 
receipt,  16  cent*;  lor  recording  a  cerlifirate  en 
dorsM  OD  □!  annexed  to  any  iniliumenl  of  initio; 
when  offered  for  record,  or  for  copy  thereof,  II 
cent* ;  for  entering  erery  plea  or  for  a  copy  there- 
of, 28  cent*;  for  entering  sheriS^i  retnrn  upon 
any  writ  or  precept,  or  for  a  copy  ibereof|  28 
cents ;  for  iweaiing  a  jnry  in  any  caoH  or  loit, 
75  cent! ;  for  recording  any  rerdict  of  a  jury  or 
matter,  agreed  by  the  parties,  for  erery  twenty 
words,  3  cent! ;  for  a  copy  of  an  eiecution  and 
retnrn  tbereon,  37}  .cents;  for  recording  tba 
award  of  arbilrvtors,  the  report  of  anditon,  view- 
er*, or  eommiasioners,  or  a  copy  thereof,  for  OTery 
tweaty  worda,  2  cent*;  for  a  copy  of  any  bond 
nkea  by  any  clerk  of  the  inpttrior  or  inferior 
CODrIa  direclM  by  law  to  b«  taken,  and  not  inelo- 
dad  in  a  com  (dele  record  in  sDch  ease,  M  oean ;  for 
copy  of  any  aceouai  not  iocladed  in  a  com|d«te 
ncord,  if  it  be  contained  in  one  page  or  lets,  or 
for  recording  ihe  Mine,  35  cent* ;  for  recardiog  or 
copying  an.aeconai  for  arcr^  twenty  word*  mere 
than  are  ooniaioed  in '  one  page,  2  seat* ;  lor  an 
order  <o  advertiie,  or  an  .order  of  aurvey,  37^ 
cents;  for  reeordins  a  eenacxion  of  ■array a,  or 
for  a  copy  thereof  for  every' suriey  in  soeh. con- 
nexion, 16  cents;  for  recording,  making  ont  ■ 
complete  record,  or  for  a  copy  tbereof,  for  every 
twenty  word*,  2  eenu:  for  recording  or  copying 
•very  paper  .not  herein  otherwise  provideo  for, 
every  twenty  words,  S  cent*;  for  reoordiog  a 
oomminion,  or  for  issoing  the  aame  to  ake  tbe 
rdinqnishment  of  a/e«Me  ctnerU,  50  cents ;  for  re- 
cording bond  for  the  conveyance  of  land  or  for  a 
copy  thereof,  50  ceats;  for  recording  articles  of 
agreement  or  copy,  81;  for  filing  the  paper*  of 
each  parly  in  any  caoae,  26  cents;  foraffixingaeal 
of  office  and  cerlificata  aeeompanyiDg  the  came, 
60  eeau ;  for  each  certificate  for  which  no  fee  ia 
harein  BpeciaUy  allowed,  35  cent*;  for  recording 
every  official  certificate  for  which  no  fee  is  here- 
in qweially  allowed  25  cents ;  for  copy  of  a  caveat 
Mparale  from  complete  record.  S5  cents ;  for  copy 
of^  a  grant  or  patent  filed  with  papen,  43  cent* ; 
for  copy  of  a  plat  and  eeriificaie,  with  paper*,  25 
eenta;  for  copy  of  every  entry  from  com miseion- 
er*'  boob*,  25  eenis ;  for  copy  of  every  entiy  from 
surveyors'  book*  17  cents ;  for  recording  ib*  re- 
Inrn  on  a  tnandanua  for  ^very  twenty  word^  or 
a  copy  thereof,  2  cents;  for  issuing "     "" 


Pee*  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Oenenl  Coun.-^For 
timilar  aerTicee,  the  same  fee*  a*  the  clerk  of  the 
easrt  of  aiqtealai*  entitled  to;  and  for  lerTiee* 
BOt  before  specified,  tbe  mmc  fee*  which  were 
allowed  to.  the  lata  district  and  qoart«  aeaiion 


coDrt*,viz:  for  every  writ  ether  tbwi  tboaepu- 
tieul^rly  >pecified  with  the  endoraement,  25  cents: 
foracppy  tbereof,  16  cent*;  for  copy  of  «  bail 
bond,  25  cents ;  for  entering  special  hail,  or  for  a 
copy  thereof,  if  required,  18  cents;  for  filing  de- 
clarationj  pie*,  or  demaver,  10^  cents  ;  for  every 
ectrej'ijcta*,  and. recording  the  return,  40 cents; 
for  every  writ  of  tltgit,-^  cent* ;  for  recording 
the  return  tbereof,  every  tweety  word*,  2  cent*; 
for  taking  b>»da  upmi  injnnctiana  in  chaseery.oi 
npoDappealaor«er(fonih^33cent*;  forretanu^ 
an  appml,  writ  of  error,  m  eertimari,  25  cent*; 
for  filing  the  mme,  12^  cent*}  for  recording  the 
acknowTedgment  of  a  satisfaction  of  •  jadgmea^ 
16  eent* ;  for  cech  Mimmoiu  far  «  witneai  m  wit- 
aessce,  18  oanta;  for  administering  an  onih  in  ccHiTt 
not  relating  to  the  l^ial  of  (ha  aftufa,  and  certifyiag 
the  sam^  18  cenui  for  iaaaing  a  anbpeeae  in 
chancery,  21  cents ;  foieBdorsemenlanaeabptiBa 
or  injunction,  10  eent* ;  for  filing  Hch  bill,  aaawer. 
replication,  or  other  pleading  in  ehaneety,  10 
cents ;  ftfr  r eeordiag  repo^^of  sarvwor  for  every 
twenty  word*,,  S  cent* ;  (wt  a  copy  of  the  sane  fat 
every  twenty  words,  Scent*;  lorevery  writ  of 
tduXa  mguirtndo,  25  eenU ;  for  recanting  return, 
for  every  twenty  words^  i  cents ;  for  making  eaa> 
^te  record  in  every  canae,  for  every  twenty 
words,  2  cents  ;  for  copy  of  tha  aame,  rot  every 
iwenijr  word*.  3  ceola;  lot  copy-of  every  paper  or 
Tcootd  not  otherwise  provided  for,  every  twenty 
words,  2  eenta;  for  public  service*  for  which  bo 
fee*  are  herein  particelaily  provided,  a  yearly  mm 
to  be  adjudged  by  the  court,  not  exeeedmg  960. 

Clerk*  are  allowed  a  reasonable  eompenaatiea 
for  paper,  boek*,And  prenea,  tobeadjadpd  of  and 
certified  by  ihetr  teapeotive  co>tirts. 

Grand  and  pe(it  jurersare  not  allowed  any  eom- 
peaaation ;  they  are  not  called  withont  the  limits 
of  (heir  rMpeetiveeogntiecby  the  prescal  laws 
establishing  the  judiciary ;  an«  repeated  aitea^iU 
have  been  uasueceHfolly  made  is  the  Le^ialaiare 
to  change  the  mode  of  namnoaing  petit  jotie^ 
(who  are  taken  now  ttara  among  the  hyttandcn,) 
and  to  give  ■'^-- 


lyiiem,  where  they  were  liable  to  be  called  with- 
lut  the  limit*  oftthair  reapective  couoiiea,  five 
ihilling*  per  day,  for  aitendanca  and  mileage,  at 
(he  rale  of  two  pence;  and  ferriage*  going  and  re- 
(arning.  Under  the  present  circuit  coaitsystem, 
they  are  allowed  £f.  li-Jiet  day,  for  auendaace, 
and  mileage  at  the  rate  ef^3d.  going  and  rtsloming, 
and  fe^iagea. 

Witnesses/— For  aUeading  the  court  of  appeals 
geaeral  court,  6*.  per  day  ;  and'where  (hey 
sGe  without  the  couoty-in  which  the  court  u 
huldea,  Sd.  per  mile,  going  to  and  returning  from 
the  court,andfeiria)ce*;  for  attendingcircuit  courts 
county  court,  arbitralorB,-to  have  their  depoutioos 
taken,  &c  &c.  2«.  itL  per  day,  and  mileage  go- 
ing and  reluming  where  summoned  beyond  tbe 
limits  of  their  county,  at  the  rate  ofSd.  aad  fer- 
riages; witoesse*  attending  in  crimiuat  caie*  are 
entitled  to  similar  allowance*,  to  be  paid  by  the 
Commonwealilt,  but  not  allowed  in  any  caae  to 
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claim  their  alteadaoce  in  more  thaa  ODe 
for  ibe  same  aiteadaace,  thoagb  summoaBd  in 
icTerai  case*;  doc  more  ihaa  inree  wilnsnes  for 
[Koof  of  an;  oae  fact,  to  be  taxed  in  the  bill  of 

CMtS. 

Fbansport,  KsitTncKT,  Dee.  14, 1807. 
Si«:  The  forrgoiog  ii  a  table  of  fees  allowed 
by  latr  io  this  State,  extracted  and  cpmlwred  with 
the  different  laws  upoo  the  tubjeci. 

Wbilsl  the  lobitfcc  of  ftes  and  costs  of  jodicial 
proceeding  is  before  the  Coiigres>-of  the  United 
Siatei,  it  may  not  be  Dnavaiting  to  men tioa  that 
the  a  object  of  costs  in  actions  proseetited  oa  ' 
half  of  the  Government,  where  tuch  aeiiona  i 
DDsQccenful,  bn*  produced  much  perplezitf 
the  fedenil  courts  of  this  Stale,  and  toe  derk'i 
fees  ia  particular.    By  the  State  re^latioos,  all 
feet  for  public  services  in  cl'iminal  and  civil  cas 
are  included  (some  few  lervieea  excepted)  in 
groM  allowance  to  officers  of  coortt  for  tx  ^fficui 
serrices,  to  be  certified  by  the  ffourts,  not  exceed) 
a  limited  sum ;  m  misdemeanors,  the  prosecoior 
mast  be  named  at  the  Ibot  of  the  indiciment  or  ^rfr- 
senlmeot,  and  is  tiable  for  costs  if  antucoessfal. 
and  may,atthediscreiionoflhc  court,  be  compelled 
to  Eire  Becurily  for  costs ;  if  the  prosecution  sno- 
eeed^  the  costs  are  taxed  agaiobt  the  prosetnited. 
Witnesses  in  criminal  cases  of  felony  are  paid  by 
the  Commonwealth,  but  in  all  cases  moit  look  Ir 
tbeprosecoied  or  prosecutor  as  the  case  may  be. 
The  claims  of  clerks,  marshals,  and  wltDesaes, 
upon  many  pTtMecutwfm  in  ibis  Btate  which  have 
ended  vntttceeajvlly,  psriicularly  in  cases  arising 
Qoder  the  late  excise  taws,  are  very  considerable, 
and,  iitdee.d,  remain  as  yet  undecided  to  a  cobsid* 
erable  eztenl.    What  alieration  or  definite  declar- 
ation of  Leglslatire  will  in  this  respect,  or  whether 
any  is  necesrary,  I  submit  te  yonr  better  experi- 
enceas  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States. 
Believe  me,  sir,  it  will,  at  all  times,  be  pleasing 
to  render  you,  as  an  t^cer  of  the  Government, 
or  individually,  any  assistance  in  my  power, 
am,  sir,  very  respeccfnlly,  your  fellow-citizen. 
GEO.  M.  BIBB. 
C.  A.  RoiiK£T,  Esq. 

STATE  OP  TENNESSEE. 
Liat  of  Fee*  due  to  the  different  Officers  in  Tennesa 

To  Atlorneya. — For  each  suit  in  chancery,  $12 
50;  for  each  suit  in  the  aaperior  courts  on  tbe  taw 
side.  $6  25;  fat  each  suit  origioallr  commenced 
in  the  county  coort*,  $2  50;  for  each  suit  taken 
to  said  county  eoun»  by  appeal,  tl  25. 

To  Ibe  Attorney  General. — For  e»ch  bill  of  io- 
dietment,  in  Supieme.  Coufts^  (true  bill,}  S3  00  ; 
for  each  hill  of  indictment,  in  Supreme  Court, 
(ignoramnt)  Si  25. 

ToclerksuflM  Supreme  Court. — For everv  lead- 
ing process  retornable  to  the  first  couri^  inclading 
alfserTiee*  thereon,  together  with  dismission  or  fi- 
nkl  jadgmcnt,  (if  either  happen)  01  00 ;  for  every 
cootinuance  or  reference  of  every  canse  afier  the 
seeood  court,  inolndinfl  alt  fees  for  every  neces- 
s»r]r  wfTica^  40  tmta;  for  tatwiiv  ertry  pieient- 


it  which  the  cause  is  determined,  includiog 
'ices  in  an tering  judgment,  Ql  60;  for  everr 
suhpaeaa,if  not  more  thanfour  witnesses  inserie<^ 
30  cents;  for  every  execuiioQ  and  order  of  salc^ 
and  all  secvices  in  isMiing,  taxing  costs,  and  receiv- 
ing return  for  the  same,  40  ceouj  for  every  «ci>« 
facia*  for  bail,  aH  aervicea  thereon,  80  cents ;  for 
a  copy  of  a  teaord  of  any  cause  when  demanded 
by  either  party,  60  cents ;  for  every  recognisance, 
20  cents;  for  every  order  or  rule  of  court,  made 
OB  a  matter  foreign  to  ainit  decoding,  and  a  copy 
thereof,  34  cents;  for  searching  a  record  onl  <»f 
court,  tea  center  for  a  commission  to  lake  exam- 


}  take  eismination  at*  feme  atvaie,  and 


for  a  sj 


lUation  of  witnesses  on  any  cause  depending,  or 
,-  ..I ■_-.: !-_  j__j  gppj^ ,oj  allsei^ 

special  venire  facuu 
to  examine  and  return  ihe  bounds  of  laud,  SUcenia; 
for  a  special  verdict,  demurrer,  or  motion  in  arreat 
of  jodgroent  and  ar^meni  thereon. 40 cents;  (ot 
a  writ  of  .error,  certiorari  or  appeal,  with  a  Uao- 
•etipt  of  the  record,  and  all  services,  Ql  GO ;  for 
maxiog  certificates  of  witnesses  and  jurors'  attra- 
dance,  6  cents;  for  e«ch  secnriiy  liken  in  issuing 
a  writ^  30  cents;  for  recording  such  bond,  with 
secnriiy,  20  cents, 

,  To  clerks  and  Masters  in  Equity.— For  a  re- 
port on  an  answer,  40  cents ;  for  a  report  on  a  pies, 
and  answer,  40  «enta;  for  a  report  on  a  demurrer, 
and  answer,  40  cents;  for  an  affidavit  to  a  bill  or 
answer,  25  cents ;  for  a  separate  affidavit,  35  cents; 
for  a  copy,  b^  the  office  copy  sheet,  35  cents:  for 
s  report  stating  an  Recount,  one  per  cent,  on  the 
amount  of  cacn  cei  exhibited,  if  undar  £200,  if 
over,  one  half  per  cent,  j  for  oopicf  ol  proceedinga 
and  cxcmpUfiaaliotts,'(eopy  sheet,)  26  cents :  ior 
copies  of  bills  or  answers,  (bj  copy  aheet,)  25 
cents;  for  every  injunction,  tl  60  cents;  for  every 

""'" a  lo  answer  .v~-- •^—  '—-■■ 

.  for  every  •cir  ^ 
ing  a  plea  or  demurrer,  25  cents;  for  recording 
d^Msitions  to  perpetuate  testimony,  by  copy  sheet, 
35  cents;  for  every  rulegiven  for  service,  35  cents} 
for  every  rule  not'  for  service,  15  cents ;  for  every 
detUmtu  potettatem,  50  cents;  for  commissioners 
to  take  ibe  affidavits  of  parties  to  an  answer,  (1  00 
for  every  s'ubptsoa  for  witnesses  (each  witness,) 
35  cents;  fur  every  order  of  publioalion,  Ql  00; 
for  entering  every  issue  of  fact,  and  every  service 
attending  tbe  trial  by  jury,  8^  00;  for  each  ucn- 
riiy  for  pros- cution  of  a  suit,  25  cents;  for  record- 
ing prosecution  bond,  15  cents  ;  far  drawing  de- 
crees by  the  copy  sheet,  25  cents;  for  enn^iing 
same,  by  copy  sheet,  25  cents;  for  drawing  deed 
of  conveyance,  when  decreed  "for  parlies  to  con- 
vey the  right,"  reciting  suit  &e.  82  OO,  for  every 
notice  issued  noi  for  publication,  25  ceois;  for 
searching  tbe  record  out  of  couri,  35  cents;  for 
very  continuance  after  firsl  court,  25  cents. 
To  Sheriffii.— For  every  bail  hood,  25  cents; 
□r  serving  a  copy  of  a  declaration,  75  cents;  for 
ervio}!  a  subprnoo,  on  each  person,  25  cents ;  for 
pillorying  a  person,  50  cents;  for  each  arrest  on 

firocess,  91  00;  for  an  aitachment,  the  skme  as 
at  a.a  anest}  if  additioul  tiouUe,  to  be  laxod  by 
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(BDertl  court ;  Tot  esccuiinc  a  mmnt  of  di^ireas 
or  executioQ  aifaiDst  the  boSf  or  goudi.  at  2\  pei 
cent,  tnmmoniag' jffTT,  &e.,  18  chii  ;  for  teniog 
a  capiat  a  writ  Tor  the  body,  gl  00 ;  for  putting 
penoDs  Id  the  stockn,  and  irleaslDg,  50  cents ;  for 
commitroent  and  release metit,  eaco,  50  ceDU ;  for 
everr  scire  faciat,  60  eenta;  for  rrtDTniog  (he 
IT  any  Dtber  procem  aot  foaod,  half  of  thi 


ram  for  eteeatinc  i< ;  for  aerrin^  a  aubpceOB  In 

Snity,  60  cedti ;  Tor  aerving  a  writ  of  posseaaion 
land,  tpl  00;  forexeentiagaay  eondemned  peP- 
■on  912  90;  for  serriag  and  attendinff  an;  jwraoo 
on  a  habtttt  eorpui,  per  day.  9t  00 ;  ror  whipping 
■  perton  bv  order  of  court,  50  eenta ;  for  summon- 
ing  ffarnishee,  60  cents;  for  ever jr  lime  an  action 
ia  called  in  eoart,  4  eenta;  for  imnmonDieni  of 
felons  or  any  other  person,  and  finding  them  per 
day,  S5  cents. 

To  Coroners.— The  nmc  fee*  as  to  ibenfis  for 
aimilar  tervieea. 

To  Registers.— For  r^sierin^  ettch  grant  or 
deed  where  only  one  tract  of  land  is  coattjeA  Bl^ 
cent*;  for  each  tract  orer  one,  85  cents ;  for  each 
searen  of  a  regiater's  boot,  13i  cents  ^  fdr  each 
dopy  of  deed,  grant,  A«.,  ana  a  certiSeate,  75 
cents. 

To  Orand  Jurors  and  Petit  Jarora  other  than 
Ta I e«men.— Attend ing  the  inperioi  conrts,  per 
day,-  91  00. 

To  Witnesses. — Altendingthe luperior  courts, 
per  day,  and  for  erely  thirty  miles  traTeinng  91 OO: 


STATE  OF  OHIO. 

An  Aat  raBOlallDf  Iha  Poai  of  C4«il  Oflcatt,  te  dM 

and  niminal  rain 

Sbctiok  I.  Ba  it  enacted  by  the  Omertd  At- 
lembiy  of  the  8taU  cf  Ohio,  Tnar,  from  end  after 
the  takins  effect  of  this  act,  the  fees  and  compen- 
•ations  of  the  several  officers,  and  other  persona 
herein  mentioned,  shall  be  as  follows,  and  no 
Bore,  TLZ : 

Sherifa  Fees  In  the  Common  Pleas.— For  the 
aerrice  of  every  writ  or  summons,  and  retara 
thereof,  (subptEnai  onlv  excepted,)  when  only  one 
dEfeodant  is  named  tnereio,  15  cents;  for  erCTy 
bail-bond,  60  cents;  for  erer^  eommiiment  to 
prison, '30  ceals;  for  discharging  a  person  from 
prison,  30  cents;  for  attending  a  prisoner  before 
a  judge,  or  io  court,  when  required.  30  cents ;  for 
serving  a  writ  of  possessioa  with  the  aid  of  the 
powe  ctrmitatutj  92;  for  serving  the  uid  writ 
without  such  aid,  75  cents  ;  for  executing  a  writ 
of  inquiry,  and  leturnins  the  same  with  the  in- 
quisition, 91  ^5;  for  the  copy  of  any  writ  or 
process  necessary  to  comjdete  a  service,  for 
each  hnndred  words  thereof,  lOcents;  for  serv- 
ing and  returning  a  subnena  for  each  person 
named  therein  ana  actually  summoned,  10  cents ; 
for  tratclliug;  feea  opon  each   writ  of  subpicoa. 


:s ;  for  sammoning  a  jniTi  '<>  ^'  ■"' 
■     ■  ■     'ding    ieea,  50   (     ' 


indadin 


for 


snmmoning  a  grand  jury  to  attend  the 
common  pleas,  including  traretling  fees,  to  b« 
paid  by  the  countjr  9^;  for  making  out  a  iiit,  far 
atiikiagmapecial  jary,  aitd  delrt«nog  the  same, 


icenti;  for  summooine  a  specid  jiirr,  indiid- 
ing  travelling  fees,  tS;  for  travelling  Kca  upon 
air  writs,  precepts,  and  subptsnas  not  otbo-wiae 
provided  for,  to  be  computed  from  the  ;rfaee  of 
return  to  the  place  of  service,  per  mile  5  cents ; 
for  potindage  on  all  moaeys  mMc  on  execution,  2 
percent.;  lor  service  of  a  declaration  in  ejectment 
and  return,  the  same  fees  as  allowed  for  the  ser- 
vice of  a  summons;  for  making  and  execoting  a 
deed  for  land  sold  on  execution,  to  be  paid  by  tha 

Surchaser,  8S;  for  making  a  deed  for  land  sold 
H  taxes,  to  be  paid  by  the  purchaser,  9I ;  for 
serving  a  tdrtfaciat,  and  making  return  thereof^ 
35  cent*;  for  serving  any  person  with  an  order 
of  court,  and  making  return  thereof,  30  cents;  for 
serving  a  subpcena  in  cbaucety,  30  eeata;  for 
keeping  and  providing  for  a  debtor  in  jail,  each 
day  25  cents;  on  each  action  for  opening  court, 
to  be  cbaiged  oaca  ktery  term,  8  cents ;  an  call- 
ing aetion,  each  term,  8  cents ;  for  calling  jniy 
10  cents ;  for  calling  each  witness,  4  ceoia. 

Sberin 's  Fees  in  the  Supreme  CoorL— For  ex. 
ecutiog  a  criminal,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  eoantf 
Ucasury,  98  i  for  bringing  up  a  petaon  on  habeat 
corpiu  ID  civil  causes,  75  cents;  for  travellii^ 
fees,  the  same  as  in  oommoo  pleas;  and  all  other 
services  rendered  in  the  supreme  court,  the  same 
feea  as  allowed  for  similar  services  io  the  conn 
of  common  pleas;  provided  that  d 


tioB  shall  be  allowed  the  sheriff  for  anv  seiviae 
ipteme  court,  for  wbicb  s> 


I  provided  in 


peiformed  ii  , 

vice  a  compensation  la'  not  her 

lbs  court  of  Gommon  pleas.    For  sommoniiv  « 

jury  on  forcible  entry  and  detainer  or  forcible 

detainer,  92  i  for  serving  a  writ  of  testitntioo, 

75  centij  and  mileage  thereon  'aa  in  oibet  cases ; 

for  serving  summons  in  forcible  entry  and   de- 

taiaeis  35  cents,  and  mileage  as  in  other  eases. 

When  the  State  bf  Ohio  fails  io  proaecatino, 
or  the  defeodant  proves  insolvent,  or  unable  to 
pay  the  fees  when  convicted,  no  fees  for  any  ser- 
vices, by  the  sheriff  or  other  officer,  10  such  case 
performed,  shall  be  paid  by  the  county  ireasory, 
(the  ordinary  diet,  fuel  and  water,  furnished  to  a 
prisoner,  only  excepted,)  any  taw,  coatocn,  or 
usage  to  the  contrary  notwirh standing :  Pronded, 
That  the  sherlfls  of  the  iweral  connties,  for  their 
fees  in  all  praaaeuiioaa,  where  the  State  of  Ohio 
fails  in  prosecution,  or  where  the  criminal  shall 
prove  Insolvent,  or  unable  to  pay,  for  pobli^faiog 
writs  for  electing  members  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly, and  all  other  public  and  county  services  aot 
otherwise  provided  for,  they  shall,  reapeelivetr, 
receive,  annually,  a  sum  not  more  than  9^1  noi 
less  than  ftSO,  to  be  paid  out  Of  the  eonniy  trea- 
sury upon  the  order  of  the  commissioneia. 

Cleric's  fees  io  the  Supreme  Court,  in  civil  ea- 
ses,— For  filing  ticket,  sealing  writ,  sod  entering 
the  same,  25  ceois ;  for  filing  declarationB  or  other 
pKpers,  when  required  6  eenta;  for  entering  the 
sheriff's  return.  6  cmts;  for  doeketing  every  eaMe, 
10  be  charged  but  once,  6  cents;  f^r  entering  the 
appearance  of  elj her  party,  by  aiiaroeTor  persva- 
ally,  to  be  charged  hut  once,  8  cents;  for  entering 
evtty  special  rule,  6  cents;  fw  entering  ereiT 
special  bail  IS  oents ;  fcl  Bweaifaf  Mtd  R&tmaet 
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aa  joiTi  ^  ecnts }  for  admiDwteiiiig  *u  oatti  or 
rnuutn  (excopt  tojaroraj  in  court,  4eeMi; 
for  taldDK  and  eoleriug  rerdiet,  6  cenu;  for  en- 
teriog up  avaTf  jxdgioMt,  or  •  copf  ibereof,  16 
UDtti  for  sDgtoBuitg  apecial  verdict,  per  ibeet  ef 
one  hu&drwt  words,  10  eenu;  for  eniertiig  a  di*- 
eoDtiDiunoe,  10  cent*;  for  atteuding  on  aliikiog 
qwcia)  jwr,  and  d«IiTartDg.  copies,  SO  cents ;  for 
MieriDc  s«ti>faeli(ui  on  reeord,  10  oeoU;  for  draw- 
ing proceu.when  requJMd,  for  erery  sheet  of  one 
hnoored  WQid*,  lOcenis;  for  entering  iesge  joined, 
IScenla;  for  drawing  cost  bill,  35  c«nU}  forcopf 
of  B  rule  of  reference,  i5  cents ;  for  comaMssiou 
to  lako  depcaitioos  with  the  seal  of  court,  50 
ecus ;  fer  each  and  e^eijr  coDtiauanccj  10  cents ; 
for  a  venirt/acitu.  25  cents ;  for  mabng  a  comr 
plele  reeoni  in  erery  caote,  for  oTsrr  twentv 
words,  S  oeate;  for  copy  of  record  and  proceeji- 
ings  when,  xeqaiied,  per  tbeec  of  one  bundled 
words,  10  cents;  for  certificate,  witfi  tfie  seal  aa- 
nexed,  50  ceot*(  for  eTerjr  copy  of  every  p^ei 
or  record,  not  herein  olbprwiae  prorided  for^  for 
every  twenty  words,  2  cents ;  fot  every  writ  of 
error.  mpertedetUf  certiorari,  or  htdieat  corjmM, 
S5  cents :  &r  ukiojf  bond  on  issuing  writ  of  error, 
tnperMdtaa,  certiorari,  or  habeaa  corpue,  37f 
Genu;  for.filing  tbe  record  upon  an  appeal,  writ 
of  error,  tuperiedeat,  cerliarari,  ot  haoea*  corput, 
12|  cents;  for  every  order  to  a  witness  for  attend- 
OAce,  to  be  cbuged  lo  the  party  against  whom 
such  order  soes,  6  oepts ;  for  subp^na  ittehancery, 
SO  cents ;  lor  filing  eacb  bill,  answer,  replication, 
01  otber  pleadings  in  chancery,  10  cents  j  for  an 
order  to  advertise,  25  aeais  i  for  ent^ing  every  de- 
cree ftt  l^rgc,  for  every  twenty  words,  2  cenis ; 
for  entering  security  for  costs,  Scenia;  for  a  search 
or  ezaminitiDD  of  ibe  record^  if  a  copy  is  not  re- 
quired,  13^  cents,  (suiton  ajid  officers  of  the  coort 
excepted.) 

Clerk  s  Fee*  in  the  Supreme  Court,  in  criminal 
etoca. — For  eoieting  defendant's,  appearance,  6 
ecoti;  for  discbBrgingonbail,  10  cents;  for  draw- 
ing proceM,  25  cents ;  for  entering  "plea,  6  cents ; 
foT'U't'Witig.aaubpmaaaiid  ••al,'25  ceais;  forad- 
piinisuring  an  oall^  or  .affirmaUon  (excepting  t« 

J'urora)incoprt,4cw)tx:  for  making  up  [be  record, 
or  every  sheet  of  one  hundred  words,  10  cents  | 
for  anUring  iudgmeal,  IS^  cent^;  for  taking  cog- 
nizance, and  euierug  the  ntae,  25  eeott;  foi 
copies  of  indictments  or  pleadings,  per  sheet  of 
ooe  hundred  words,  IQ  cents;  for  copy  of  ihe  tra~ 
T«rte,10c«niii;  foreDUiing  every  order  or  apecial 
tale  of  coprt,  10  c«aU;  tor  copy,  of  the -ss  roe, 
when  required,  6  ceais  j  for  enteiiiu;  a  nalte  prei- 
equt  or  otMoi  proeettut,  6  ceola ;  for  a  .search  or 
«x«naijia(ion  of  the  records,  and  reading  the  same, 
if  ft  copy  is  not  requited,  12}  cents. 

Clerk's  Fee*  i^  the  Court  of  Comioon  Pleas.— 
For  filing  ticket,  and  issuing  capias,  aitachmanl, 
rcplevio,  execution,  certiorari,  supersedow,  oi 
summons,  under  tbe  seal-.of  the  ooiirt,  and  enter- 
ing the  same^  23  cents;  for  drawing  writs,  nire 
facitu,  with  i^e  seal  of  tbe  eoait  annezed,  per 
sheet  of  one  hundred  words,  10  cents;  for  eoteriDg 
the  appearance  oT  either  party,  by  attorney  or  per- 
oonal,  to  be  chafed  but  oace,  8  cenla)  for  enm- 


ing  tbe  iheriS^t  return,  6  cents;  for  docketing 
every  cause,  to  be  charged  but  once,  6  cents;  for 
fitincdeclaraiioa,  demurrer,  pleadings,  deposition^ 
or  OMter  neceisary  documents,  eaea,  4  ceou ;  for 
receiving  the  paDel,  and  swnriqg  the  jury,  IS 
cents;  for  swearing  each  witness,  4  cents;  for 
every  order  lo  a  iviiQ^M  fti  attendance,  to  b« 
charged  to  tbe  party  i^iast  wliom  iaeb  order 
goes,  6  cent*;  for  swearing  a  constable,  4  cent*} 
for  taking^  and  recording  a  verdict,  10  ceni* ;  foe 
entering  judgment,  10  cent*;  for  enteriog  a  diar 
eoalinnance,  10  cenis;  for  enteriog  every  special 
rule,  6  cents ;  'for  a  commission  to  take  deposit 
tiona,  under  the  seal  pf  the  court,  50  cents;  foe 
every  writ  of  subpiieoa  for  ooa  or  more  witnesMs, 
12  cents;  for  tatting  bail,'  12  cent*;  for  isaning 
bail  piece,  when  reauired,  40  eenis;  for  recording 
tbe  proeeediogs  aaa  judgment  in  each  action,  per 
sheet  of  one  hundred  Vordt,  lOoeoU;  for  copy  of 
record  oi  plaadiog  on  file,  wbm  required,  per  sheet 
of  one  hundred  words,  10  cents;  for  enteriog  cour 
feesian  of  judgment,  10  cents ;  for  entering  con* 
feasioaof  lease,  entry,  and  ouster  in  ejectRient,  10 
cents;  for  copy  of  a  rule  of  reference,  with  iha 
seal  of  the.  court  anoexed,  25  cents ;  for  enleiing 
tattsiactian  of  a  judgment  on  record,  12^  etotti 
for  the  writ  of  venire,  to  be  taxed  on  each  issue 
tried,  12  cents;  for. entering  a  continuance,  ID 
cents;  fbr  a  wnsre  faciae  for  a  apecial  Jury,  25 
cenu;  for  attending  ibe  striking  a  special  jury, 
and  furoishiDg  the  panel  thereof  to  eacb_  party. 
50  cants;  for  reading  and  entering  allowance  oi 
habeas  corpus,  writ  of  error,  or  cerltorw-i,  and  the 
return,  15  cetUs;  for  making  out  a  copy  of  a  rec- 
ord, with  the  seal  of  the  coarl  and  certificate  an- 
nexiid,  upon  appeal,  writ  of  error,  habeas  corpus, 
or  certiorari,  and  transmiiiiDg  the  same,  foreack 
sheet  of  one  bondred  words,  10  cents;  for  each 
certificate  to  whi^b  the  county  seal  is  reqaife^ 
and  ooi  herein  provided  for,  50  oeolsf  for  the  pro- 
bateof«ny  v/ill  or  testament,  and  cerliScate  there- 
to 33  cents;  for  re  cording  a  will,  for  every  twenty 
words,  2  cents ;  for  admiDiaiering  an  path  to  ezee- 
uloror  administrator,  and  takiogbond,  40  cents;  fqi 
entering  ih«  order  or  orders  for  appraising  the  e»- 
laic,  12i  cents;  for  copy  thereof,  121  cents;  foi 
letters  of  admioistrtf  tion  and  copy,  $1 ;  for  record- 
ing inventory,  for  every  twenty  words,  2  cents; 
for  a  copy  of  a  will  or  iaveotory.  for  evejy  twenty 
words,  2  cents;  for  filing  appeal  from  juaiice  wf 
the  peace,  and  docketing  the  same,  6  cents ;  for 
entering  security  for  costs,  61  centa ;  for  a  search 
or  eKsminalioo  of  the  records,  and  reading  the 
»aia«,  if  a  copy  is  not  required,  12i  cents;  for  a 
searcD  or  jexamiaaiion  of  the  eatiay  book,  and 
reading  the  same,  if.  a  copy  is  not  required,  6i 
cents;  for  eoieriog  appeal,  and  taking  bond  to 
prosecute  it,  331  cents;  for  subpuiDa  in  chancery, 
20  cents;  for  filing  cacb  bill,  answer,  replication, 
or  other  pleading,  m  chancery,  S  cents ;  for  an  or- 
der (0  advertise,  25  cenu ;  for  etnering  every  de- 
cree at  large,  for  every  twenty  words,  2  cents ;  for 
drawing  cost  bill,  35  cents ;  for  entering  allowauca 
of  writ  of  error,  habeas  corpus,  or  certiorari.  IS 
cents;  and  tbe  clerks  of  the  respective  courts  aball 
be  allowed  by  the  com missi oners  of  their  piopei 
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county,  aDaaallv,  •  reasonable  conipenMtioD  foi 
moBevezpemledin  purchMiog  blank  books,  which 
aum  stiiU  be  paid  out  of  the  coanty  trearary. 

Clerk's  Fe«i  in  ibe  Couht  of  CommftD  Plw 
Criminal  Caiet. — For  ItaDiDg*  a  capiat  or  other 
process  upon  iodiciment,  ondet  ibe  eountf  ml, 
S5  ceou ;  writ  of  sabpaaa  for  one  or  more  wii- 
BCisM,  20  cenis;  a  venire  for  traverte  jurjr,  to  be 
kUowed  in  each  trial,  Sftcenci;  •oterin^  defend^ 
mt'i  appearance  or  plet,  6  cents ;  receiring  ihe 
panel  and  swearing  toe' jury,  13  cents;  swearins 
(Mb  witaei*^  5  cents;  iwearing  a  constable,  4 
eanU^  receiring  ani  entering  rerdicl,  13  eeol 
eoUfing  judgment,  16eetits;  making  up  the  ri  . 
ord,  for  erery  sheet  of  one  hundred  words,  10 
eenii;  copies  ot  a  record  or  original  paper  on  £le, 
when  required,  per  sbeet  of  one  hnndred  wtirds, 
10  cents ;  drvwins  up  a  recognisance  in  form, 
when  reqaired,  25  cents;  drawing  co>t  bill,  35 
eenU:  Provided,  That  the  clerks  of  the  conrtsof 
common  pleas,  Id  the  scTeral  couqKca,  for  their 
fees  in  all  prosecations,  where  tbe  8tat«  of  Ohio 
fail,  or  where  the  criminal  sball  prore  insolvent, 
or  unable  to  pay,  shall  respectively  receive,  annu- 
ally, a  sura  not  exceeding  (50,  nor  less  than  $20; 
and  far  opening,  adjndeing,a{id  ceriifyinfr  the  re- 
torn*  of  members  of  the  General  Asienibly,  and 
COtlnty  officers,  they  shall  respectirely  receive, 
annually,  a  sura  not  exceeding  t6,  nor  less  than 
AS,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  couniy  treasury,  upon 
the  orders  of  tbe  commissioDcrs. 

Recorder's  Fees.— For  recording  a  mortgage, 
deed  of  conveyance,  tetter  of  attorney,  or  r~~ 
other  instrument  of  writing,  for  every  sheet  of  ___ 
hitndred  words,  12^  cents;  all  copies  of  records, 
for  every  sheet  of  one  hundi«d  words,  ID 
every  search  12 J  ceals. 

Coroner's  Fees. — For  the  view  of  a  dead  body, 
$3;  drawing  all  necessary  wriiingi,  and  making 
^  (jjj,  ,^g,y  hnndred  words,  10  "     '      ' 


travelling,  each  mile,  to  the  place  of  vi 

for  Issuing  a  venire  for  a  jury,  26  eenis ;  to  i 

juror,  upon  inquisition  of'^a  dead  body,  50  ci 


paid  out  of  the  county  treasury.  All 
rendered,  under  the  authority  of  the  t. 
tame  fees  a*  are  allowed  the  sheriff  for  Ihe  same 


Pee*  of  Justtcea  of  the  Peace,  in  Civil  Cases.— 
For  a  snmmoni  or  eapiae,  12}  cent* ;  every  inb- 
paoa  for  one  person,  10  cents;  each  person,  in 
addition,  4  cents ;  entering  judgment  on  trial,  89 
cenu;  when  coofesaed,  12}  cents;  gating  and 
issuing  execution,  25  cents;  a  certiGed  copy  of 
proceedings,  on  an  appeal  or  certkntcri,  30  cents  ; 
every  coniinaanee  or  adjournment,  at  the  request 
of  the  party,  10  cents ;  granting  and  entering  rule 
of  reference,  10  cents;  copy  thereof,  10  cents; 
taking  recognisance  of  bail,  25  cents;  issuing  bail 
piece,  IS  cents;  swearing  witnesses,  each,  4  cent*; 
uaning  writ*  of  attachments,-  IS  cents  each;  Kire 
fiidaij  20  cents;  advertising  baas  of  diatrimony. 
60 cents;  marrying,  and  making  return  thereof, 
$1  60  cents;  toe  proof  or  acknowledgment  of  a 
deed  or  other  instrument  of  writing,  with  a  cer- 
tificate ihereoD,  86  ceDts;  taking  depodtioai^  10 


cents  for  every  hundred  words;'for  giantiBg  cer- 
tificate, 10  cents ;  for  entering  diMonti nuance  ot 
■allsfaction,  10  cents. 

Fees  of  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  Crimioa] 
Cases. — For  a  warrant  in  criminal  eases,  25  cenu ; 
taking  an  examination  in  writing,  10  cents  toi 
every  hundred  words;  swearing  each  petHn,  4 
cents ;  taking  reet^niaance,  85  centi ;  a  commit- 
ment to  jail,  89  cents ;  a  search  warrant,  86  cent*. 
'  Constables'  Fees  in  Civil  Case*. — For  serving 
summons  or  otber'writ  not  herein  provided  (ot. 
on  each  pemm  ihereia  named  10  cents ;  far  trav- 
elling, in  going  to  serve  tbe  aforesaid  proees,  pa 
mile,  5  cent* ;  and  when  two  or  racre  peraons  are 
named  in  such  process,  mileage  to  be  allowed  only 
to  the  most  remote  place  of  service.  For  copyw 
a  summons  IKi  at  tbe  place  of  abode,  ISJ  cent*  i 
for  serring  execniion  on  body  or  goods,  ^  cents. 
and  mileage  a*  above;  for  commitnient  to  prisMi, 
39  cents,  and  roilenge  as  above ;  for  summoiiiiig  a 
jury  upon  a  dead  body,  75  cent*;  on  all  sums 
made  on  execution.  4  per  cent. ;  for  attending 
upon  a  jury,  on  each  trial,  3(  cents. 

Constables'  Fees  in  Criminal  Cases. — For  serv- 
ing a  warrant  on  each  person  naraed  dierein,  and 
return,  85  cents,  and  mileage  as  iir  civil  cases  ;  for 
serving  a  subptina  on  each  person  named  therein, 
10  cent*,  and  mileage  as  above;'  for  commitment 
of  each 'person,  85  cents;  for  mileage  from  the 
place  of  examination  to  prison,  each  mlle.S  cents; 
for  every  day's  attendance  on  the  grand  jary,  75 
cents,  to  l>e  paid  om  of  the  county  tretsnrr. 

Jurors'  Fees. — For  each  juror  upon  each  cause 
he  may  be  empennelled  to  try,  40  cenii,  to  be  ad- 
vanced by  tbe  person  in  rhose  favor  tke  verdict 
shall  be  given,  and  taxed  in  the  bill  of  costs. 

Orand  Jntors'  Fees.— For  each  day's  attend- 
ance, 75  cents,  which  shall  be  paid  ont  of  the 
county  treasury  upon  the  order  of  the  eommb- 
kioner*. 

Wilnesaea'  Feet.-~For  going  to,  attending  at 
and  returnidg  from  court,  under  a  sabpana,  per 
day,  50  cent*. 

Fees  under  the  law  against  Forcible  Entry  and 
Detainer. — There  shall  l}e  allowed  to  the  several 
persODi  performing  services  andet  said  act,  except 
(or  services  hereinbefore  provided  for,  the  same 
a*  ere  allowed  and  taxed  in  tbe  court  of  com- 
mon plea*,  for  performing  similar  servteea. 
'  Fees  allowed  for  service*  aetvallr  rendered 
under  tbe  act  for  the  Patiition  of  Real  Estate.— 
To  each  commisaioner,  for  each  day  be  shall  be 
actually  employed  in  the  pariiliffn  of  any  real  es- 
tate, and  in  going  to,  and  retnmiiw  therefrom,  f(\. 
60;  to  the  surveyor,  for  each  day  nelhafl  be  em~ 
ployed  hi  making  a  survey  under  the  said  act,  ffi; 
to  each  chain-carrier  and  ax»>man,  for  each  day 
employed  in  making  snch  survey,  79  cents. 

Fees  to  the  Officers  of  the  Court.— The  same 
lees  as  are  allowed  for  the  nme  or  sinular  service* 

other  oases  of  a  like  nature. 

In  the  Supreine  Court — Attorneys  and  conn- 
sellors  at  law  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  of  tbe 
party  against  whom  jddgnlent  is  entered,  for  a 
docket  fee,  after  trial,  ^IB;  for  a  docket  fee.  if 
it  settled  before  trialj  Wk 
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to  the  Conrc  of  Common  Pleas. — Far  a  diMSket 
fee,  aficT  trial,  96 ;  for  a  docket  fee,  if  caoie 
tkd  before  trial,  93. 

Sac.  2.  Be  iljwiher  macted,  That  id  all  cues 
in  liw  wbera  an  officer,  in  the  due  execution    ' 
hu  office,  shall  be  required  to  write  or  «et  up 
ad rerti semen t  foT  the  tale  of  lauds,  such  om 
(halt  be  allowed  far  every  sach  adTerluement, 
cents;  and  if  such  adTertisemeat  is  required  to  bi> 
published  in  a  newspaper,  the  officer  proving  such 
pttblieaiioD  thall  be  refunded  the  money  he  may 
pay  therefor,  to  be  taxed  in  the  bill  of  costs. 

Bbc.  3.  Bt  it/ttrtha-  enattd,  That  all  and  every 
of  the  respective  officers,  whose  fees  are  herein 
ascertained,  limited,  and  appointed,  shall,  and 
thej  are  hereby  reqoired  to  make  fair  taUes  of 
their  fee*,  respectively,  according  to  ihii  act,  and 
topoblisb  and  set  up  the  same  in  their  respective 
offices,  within  three  months  after  the  taking  effect 
of  this  act,  in  M>me  conspicnous  pan,  for  the  in- 
spection of  all  persons  wno  have  business  in  the 
eaid  offices,  on  pain  of  forfeiting,  for  each  day  the 
same  shall  be  missing  tbroagh  the  said  officer's 
neglect,  the  sum  of  |6,  which  penalty  may  be  re- 
coverea  in  any  court  of  reeora  by  action  of  debt, 
one-half  to  the  inEormer,  and  the  other  half  to  the 
use  of  the  county  where  the  offence  shall  have 
been  committed.  If  any  officer  whatsoever  ahall 
ask,  take,  or  demand  greater  fees  than  are  herein- 
before expressed  and  nmited,  for  any  service  to  be 
done  by  bim  in  his  office,  or  if  any  officer  shall 
cfaai^eor  demand,  and  take  any  of  the  fees  herein 
ascertained,  when  the  business  for  which  such 
fees  are  cliarged  shall  not  have  been  aciually  done 
and  performed,  luch  officer,  for  every  such  offence, 
■ball,  on  conviction  thereof  before  any  court  or 
Kcord  for  the  proper  county,  forfeit  and  pay  lo 
the  party  injured,  any  pum  not  exceeding  fifty  dol- 
lara.  It  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  any  person 
to  refuse  payment  of  fees  to  any  officer,  who  shall 
not  make  ont  a  bill  of  parlicnlara  signed  by  him. 
if  required,  and  also  a  receipt  or  discharge  signed 
by  kim,  for  the  fees  paid. 


Sbo.4.  Ae  tf  iW^Aereruioted,  That  BOmuchof 
the  aet  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  county  levie^" 
as  authorizes  the  county  eomtnissioners,  at  their 
annual  meeting,  to  allow  compensation  to  the  jus- 
tices of  the  peace,  clerks  of  the  courts  of  general 
quarter  sessions  of  the  peace,  sheriff]  and  consta- 
bles, for  services  by  them,  or  either  of  them,  per- 
formed, for  and  on  behalf  of  their  several  eoaoties^ 
respeclivelv  ;  also,  the  law,  entitled  "A  law  aacer> 
taining  and  regulating  the  fees  of  the  several  offi- 
cers and  persons  therein  named,"  adopted  and 
published  at  Cincinnati,  the  sixteenth  day  of  June, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-five ;  also, 
ibe  law  in  addition  to  the  aame,  published  at 
Cincinnati,  the  first  day  of  May,  one  thoQaaad 
seven  honored  and  nineiy^gbt;  and  also,  the  act 
entitled  "An  act  regulating  the  fees  of  coastablea 
in  the  several  counties  within  this  Territory,** 
passed  at  Cincinnati,  the  oineleeotit  dav  of  De- 
cember, one  thousand  seven  hnndred  ana  ninety- 
line ;  and  also,  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  regulat- 
ing the  fees  of  civil  micers,  and  for  other  pur- 
pose^" passed  the  twenty-third  day  of  January, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  two;  and,  also, 
the  fourth  section  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  al- 
lowing compensation  to  the  associate  jndges,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  passed  the  eighteenth  day  of 
February,  one  thousand  eight  hnndred  and  four, 
be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  repealed:  Provided. 
That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  considered 
to  extend  to,  or  affect  the  fees  for  services  per- 
formed prior  to  the  taking  effect  of  this  act. 

This  act  shall  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from 

id  after  the  first  day  of  June  next. 

SacaiTABT  OF  STATB'a  Ofhob, 
CMiaitke,  0M>. 
I  do  certify,  that  the  foregoing  bill  is  a  correct 
copy  of  the  original  roll  in  my  office. 


WILLIAM  CREIOHTOH,  J>. 
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PUBLIC  ACTS  OF   CONGRESS; 


PASSED  AT  THE  SECOND  SESSION  OF  THE  NINTH  CONGRESS,  BEGUN  AND  HELD 
AT  THE  CITT  OF  WABHINOTON,  DECBXBfiB  1,  IMS.     . 


Ab  Act  to  iQtpmi  the  opentioii  of  n  met,  «otitI«d 

"An  kct  la  prohibit  the  imjporlatioii  of  cciUin  goods, 

warei,  and  merdiandiae,'  sad  to  Temit  tliepeiitlties 

incamd  under  the  »me.' 

Be  it  enacted  by  Ihe  Senate  and  House  ofRefTt- 
tentatine*  of  the  United  Slatei  of  America,  in 
Congrees-  attembled,  Thii  the  operatioD  of  the 
actj  pa!i$ed  on  ibe  eighteenth  day  of  April  last, 
entitled  "An  act  lo  prohibit  the.  importation  of 
certain  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,"  be,  and 
the  name  hereby  in,  suspended  until  the  first  day 
of  J.uly  next. 

Scc.2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Tbalall  pen- 
alties, flnen,  and  forfeitures,  ^rhich  may  hare  been 
incurred  by  virtue  of  the  proTJsions  of  the  afore- 
•sid  act,  be,  and  (he same  Hereby  are^  respectively, 
remiited,  on  payment,  by  the  parties,  by  whom 
such  penalty,  fine,  or  forfeiturer  may  bare  been 
Incurred,  of  all  costi  w)tich  hare  accrued,  or  tnay 
accrue  before  notice  of  tbia  act  shall  have  been 
nceired  by  the  attorneys  of  tbe  sereral  districts 
of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  here- 
by, authorized  further  to  8Us|:eDd  the  operation  of 
tpe  aforesaid  act,  if,  in  bis  iudgmenl,  the  public 
interest  should  require  it;  Provided,  That  such 
sospeDsion  shal!  nut  extend  beyond  the  second 
Monday  in  December  next. 

NATHANIEL  MACON, 
Speaker  of  the  Saute  of  Reprettnlatitta. 
QEO.  CLINTON, 
Vic*  Prendnt  of  the  United  Statu 
and  PraideiU  of  the  Senate. 

AppTDved,  December  19,  1808. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 

An  Act  making  upropriatioiu  for  ths'soppoit  of  the 
NaT?  of  tlM  United  Statas,  during  the  jeu  one 
Itkansand  sight  hundred  and  *e*eii..  . 

Be  ittnacled,  f  c.  That,  for  defraying  th«  ex" 

pen«M  of  the  Nary  o(  the  Uniled  Slates,  durin); 

tbe  year  one  thousand  eight  biradred  -and  leveo, 

the  following'  sums  be,  and  the  saHte  hereby  are, 

respectively  appropriiited ;  tbat  i«  to  say : 

For  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  tbe  officers,  and 

pay  of  tbe  sranMn,  two  hundred  and  ulneiy-alx 

thoniiaDd  and  forty-eight  <lollaTS. 

For  protisions,  one  hundred  and  twenty  thou- 

•and  eight  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  cod  three' 

cents. 

For  medicines,  instramenta,  and  hoapiisl  atorea, 

ive  ibooswid  dollata. 

9tb  Cor.  sd  Scss.— 40 


Forrepairaof  veuela,  one  hundred  and  ninety 
ihouaaiia  two  bundled  and  eight  dollars  and  sixty- 
seven  cents. 

For  freight,  store  rent,  commisaions  to  agents, 
and  other  contiBgent  expeniei,  wveDiy-five  thou- 
sand  dollars. 

For  pay  and  aubsisteoce  of  the  marine  eorpe, 
including  provisions  for  ibose  on  shore,  and  foi- 
age  for  tne  sta£  seventy -eight 'thousand  six  han-. 
dred  and  seventy-eight  dollars  and  thirty  ceitts. 

.For  clothbg  for  the  same,  fourteen  Jhonand 
three  hundred  aud  uxty  dollar*.  ., 

For  military  stores  for  tbe  swiie.  five  hundred 
and  sixty  dollars. 

For  medicine,  medical  services,  hoqiitkl  stt»ca, 
and  al!  other  eipenses  on  account  of  the  sick  be- 
longing to  the  marine  corps,  one  thouwnd  one 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  quarter  masters'  and  Wrackmasters' stores, 
officers'  travelling  expenses,  armorers'  and  car- 
penters'bills,  fuel,  premium  for  enlisting, musical 
instfutDeois,  bounty  lo  music,  end  other  contin- 
ent expenses,  eight  Ihouaand  one  bnodrcd  and 
forty-five  dollars. 

For  Ibe  expense  pf  navy  yards,  eomprieinfr 
docks  and  other  improTements,  pay  of  auperin- 
teddent*.  Klorekeeperr,  clerks,  and  laborers,  sixty 
thousand  doHars. 

For  ordnance,  flf^y  thousand  dollars. 

Sb6.  3.  And  be  it  fwrHixr  enacted,  That  tbe 
.several  stims  herein  specifically  appropriated, 
shall  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  m  Ihe  Treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  January  7,  ISCTT. 


SutM^  fin  the- 

jeer  one  tfaoosand  eight  hoadred  and  seven. 

Be  U  ataeted,  fc.,  That,  far  defraying  the  ex- 
pense of  the  Military  Establishment  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hdo- 
dred  and  seven  :  For  the  Indian  deparMuent,  and 
for  ibe  expense  of  fortifications,  arsenals,  maga- 
zines, and  nrDtories,  the  folloiflng  sums  be,  and 
tiie  same  hereby  are,  respectively  appropriated  ; 
that  Is  lo  say : 

For  the  pay  of  the  antty  of  the  United  Statee. 
three  hundred  and  IwolboOsond  nine  hundred  and 
fifiy-lwo  dollars. 

For  forare,  fonr  thousand  six  hundred  and  eight 

For  Ibe  siUiriiteQce  of  the  army  and  corps  of 
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eigtneers,  two  hundred  and  ihirly-fire  thouraod 
flte  faandred  and  fifiy-iwo-dolUn  aai  thy  c«Ati. 

For  eloihiog,  eighif -Kre  tbouMod  doUan. 

For  boaaiiea  and  premiumG,  Gfieea  thoatand 
dollu*. 

For  the  medical  and  hospital  departmeiita,  fif- 
teen thoumnd  dollsn. 

Fot  camp  equipage,  tad,  tool*,  and  tnmiporta- 
tioD,  oineijr  thoiuai^  dollart. 

For  fortiAealioD*,  aneuaU,  magazinet,  and  ar- 
moriei,  two  baodrod  and  eighteen  thoaiaad  five 
kuodtedand  fortf-l wo  dollars,  G*e  ceota. 

For  pDrchatiog  maps,  pItDs,  hooka,  and  iDairu- 
dmbU,  doe  ihonfand  iff  Dnndred  dollan. 

For  coDtiDgeDeiea,  eighleea  ihoutand  dollan. 

For  ibepajrmeot  of  luch  hataDcesaa  have  been 
■aeartainei^  and  wbieh  mar  beBsoertaioeddiiriDK 
tbe  rear«  oae-tboavod- eight  hundred  and  sixsnd 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  aod  lereD,  from  ae- 
tnal  ■eitlemeDtsl>y  the  accouDlani  frooi  the  War 
Department,  and  which  cannot  be  ditcbarged  out 
of  anf  '  ezfftiog  appropriation,  eight  thouwDd 
dollars. 

For  the  IvdjaB  department,  one  hundred  ihoa- 
sand  and  six  hundred  dollars. 

Sic.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
sernal  appropriations  faereiaberorema^e  shill  be 
paid  oat  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  other- 
wise sppropriated. 

Approred,  January  10,  1907. 


Be  it  enacted,  fc^  That,  initead  of  the  times 
beictorore  estabmhed  by  law,  for  the  s«u<ions  of 
the  circuit  court  for  the  district  of  North.  Ceroli- 
IM,  tbe  said  courts  shall  hereafter  commeDce  and 
b«  boldeo  ua  the  twelfth  day  of  May,  and  the 
twelfth  day  of  Noremher,  in  each  year,  aoytbiog 
contained  in  any  farmer  act  or  acts  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding.  And  all  1011008,  suiti^'  process, 
|riaadii)g%  and  other -procpedings  of  what  nature 
or.kiadsoerer,  ciril  or  criminal,  commenced  or  10 
cootm^nae  in-  the  Mid  court,  and  all  recogni- 
aanees  relurnabte  to  the  said  court,  on  the  Iwea-. 
tieth  flay  of  June  nest,  shall  be  continued,  return- 
ed to,  and  have  day.  in  the  session  to  be  holden 
by  this  act,  and  iha  same  proceedings  shall  be  had 
tkareon  aa  heretofore,  and  shall  have  all  the  effect. 

Ewer,  and  virtue,  an  if  the  alteration  had  never 
en  made :  Pnmded,  nevertheUw,  That  when 
the  twelfth  day  ofUAy,or  the  twelfth  day  of  No- 
vember shall  happeo  on  Sunday,  tbe  next  auc- 
ceediog  day  Ehairlw  the  first  juridical  day  of  tbe 
tarm. 

SsiJ.  2.  And  be.  it  further-  enacUd,  That  4he 
district  couru  of.ihe  Uoiied  Slates  for  .the  disuiat 
of  Nortb  Carolina,  ibalL  after  the  pass ioc  of  (his 
act,  commeoce,  aod  be  holden  on  the  fotlowing 
days,  instead  of  the  times  heretofore  established 
bylaw;  that  is  to  say;  at  Wilmii)gion,.iD  and  for 
the  district  of  Cape  Fear,  on  the  first  Mondays  in 
February,  June,  and  October;  at  Newbern,  in  and 
for. the  district  of  Pamptico,  on  the  Friday  next' 
aftet  tbe  fint  MviHlayB  ia  V^mutf,  Jue,  mi 


February,  June,  and  October.  And  that  all  me- 
tionsj  suiu,  writs,  process,  pleadings,  or  other  |rro- 
ceedings,  comnieQped  or  to  commence,  or  which 
shall  be  iMw  depeodioe  in  aoy  of  (be  district 
eonria  of  the  district  olNaith  Carolina,  shall  be 
cooiioued  over,  and  have  day  in  tbe  next  diatiiet 
court  to  he  holden  in  theseveraldistrictsas  kerebr 
established.,  anything  in  any  former  set  or  acta  10 
the  contrary  notwithsianding. 
Approved,  F^iruary  4,1807. 

An  Act  lilt  the  relief  of  tbe  sofbrsrs  Ij  Sre,  in  Iba 
town  of  Portsmooth,  New  Hanpsbitv. 
Be  it  enacted,  ^.,  That  ail  persona,  who,  bemg 
indebted  to  the  United  Slate*  for  merchandise, 
bare^iven  bond  therefor,  with  one  or  more  sure- 
ties, payable  to  the  collector  of  the  district  of 
Portmouib,  fn  the  State  of  New  Hampibire,  or  (o 
the  collector  of  the  disiriciof  Boston  and  Charles- 
lown,  and  who  havs  suffered  a  loss  of  property 
hy  the  late  eonflagation  at  Portsmouth,  sbalk  be 
and  berebjE  are  allowed  to  lake  up,  or  have  can- 
celled, all  bonds  herelorore  ffiven  for  duties  as 
aforesaid,  upon  glriog  10  cofleciors  new  bonds, 
with  one  or  more  sureties,  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  said  collector  or  collectors,  for  the  sums  of 
their  former  bonds  respectively,  payable  ia  twelve 
months  from  and  after  the  day  of  payment  speci- 
fied in  the  bonds  to  be  taken  qp  and  cancelled, 
as  aforesaid  ;  and  the  said  collectors  are  hereby 
authorized  to  give  up,  or  cancel  all  siKh  boniu 
npon  iba  receipt  of  others,  aa  described  in  tbls 
act;  which  Isit  mentioned  bonds  shall  be  pro- 
ceeded with,  Jn  all  respects,  like  other  bonds 
which  are  taken  by  collectors  for  duties  due  to 
the  Unitad  States;  Provided,  hovever.  That 
Qothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  extend  to 
bonds  which  had  fallen  due  prior  to  ibe  twenty- 
fourth  day  of  Decamber  last. 
Approved,  February  10,  ISO?.  . 

Ad  As41a  provide  for  awvayiag  tba  COaata  of  Ibe  Uoi- 
tadBisisA 
Be  it  enacted,  fa^  That  tbe  Pr«sident  of  the 
United  States»hafl  b«,  and  he  is  hereby,  authori- 
sed and  Tequesled  to  caose  a  survey  to  be  taken  of 
the  eoaau  of  the  United  Siatea,  in  wbieb  shall  be 
deaigoated  the  islands  and  shoall,  with  tbe  roads 
or  places  of  anchorage,  within  iweotr  leagues  of 
any  part  of  the  Shores  of  ibe  Uoiiad  Staiea;  and 
also  (be  respective  courMs  and  distanco  faetweea 
the  priaoipal  ea^Ks,  or  bead  laitda,  together  with 
such  other  mutera  as.  ha  may  deem  proper  fbr 
compleiinff  an  accurate  chart  btevery  pari  of  tbs 
coasts  witbin  the  extant  aforesaid. 

.Sbo.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United  Siaiea 
to  cause  Bucb  examinations  and  observatioas  to  be 
made,  with  respect  10  Si.  Qeorge's  bank,  and  any 
other  bank  or  shoal  and  the  soundings  and  cut- 
renia  beyond  tba  distanoe  afiKvaaid  to  the  Qnlf 
Stream,  aa  in  bis  opinion  majr  be  especially  lob- 
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•erTienitDtlieeoiiimcrcislmterMts  of  the  United 
Stales: 

Sec.  3.  ApA  he  UJin^iar  enaOtd,  Thai  ib« 
PresidcDi  of  the  United  States  shall  be,  and  lie  is 
herebr  sutboriKed  ■nd  renjnested,  for  any  of  ilw 
pvTfKiMa  afornaiilfto  cause  proper  and  ioielligent 
person  to  be  em  ployed,  and  also  sach  of  the  pub- 
lic vessels  in  aelaal  aerrice;  as  be  nay  jtidge  e^cps- 
dient,  and  to  give  cueh  iDstraetione  for  reflating 
their  conduct  as  tobtm  maf  appear  proper,  ae- 
«ording  to  tbe  tenor  of  Ibis  act. 

Sec.  i.Jtnd be  U_fitrfher enacted.  Thatforca^ 
rria;  tbls  act  into  eSecitbere  shall  be,  and  hereby  ■ 
u  appropriated,  a  aam  not  exeeadlng  fifty  thou- 
aand'dolwn,  to  b«  paid  oat  of  any  moneys  >><  th« 
TreasQtf,  not  otherwise  appropriated-' 

Appnned;  Pebrbsry  10;  1807. 
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Be' it  enacted,  fc.  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasary  be,  aod  he  hereby  is,  authorized  and 
directed  Cocaaseagogd  and  Bofficientlight-house 
to  b«  built  at  rach  of  the  following  places,  that  is 
to  say  ;  on  Pair  Weather  istaad,  m  the  Stare  of 
CoDoeclicnt,  and  at  NauahAwn  island,  near  Tar- 
paulih  cove,  ID  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  at  such 
points  as  tbe  President  of  the  United  States  may 
select  for  those  purposes ;  and  to  appoint  keepers, 
""  '  "^herwiseprOTideJorsucblight-noosea,  at  the 


rochs-and  shoab  In  tha  cbsone^  leading  iDtotln 
harbor  of  Bale m,  in  the  Sime  of  Massac huaetts. 

'8bC.  i.  And  ke  iijkrther  enacftd,  That,  for  tb« 
pari>OBe  of  defraying  tbe  expenses  wfiieb  may  be 
incurred  in  the  sxecniion  of  this  act,  fhefollowiag 
sams  shall  be,  and  the  same  are'  hereby  reageet- 
irely  appT(iprrat0d,'to  be  paid  -oot  of  any  moneya 
in  the  Treasary,  not  ittherwls^  appropriated:  that 
fs  to  aay,  for  bnildinfc  the  light-boase  on  Fait 
WeathBt-nland,  fl«e  tboasand  dollars ;  for  boi(4- 
iag  tbe  lirht-boueeBtNaMhawB  island,  two  iboti^ 
aiii(lH*6birDdred  dollars;  ft>r pallitie dosrii, an! 
rebsildifig  the  li)tbt-bous«  on  Smith's  point,  sit 
thomand  dollars;  for  rebuildiBg  the  lisiht^hoiise 
oil-  North'  ishnd,  tw«it;y  thmsa'ad  dollars;  ft* 
Axing  traoya  and  alahes  in  Wiityaw  baytODe-tboo- 
sand  ftve  hundred  dollars;  &r  filing  buoys  and 
beaooDS  in  tbe  ctaanne)  leallisg  to  Sueia  harlMir, 
one  thonnn^  ftT.eJiiindred  dothrs. 

Approved,  February  10, 1807. 


I  ofiheUoitedStaies:  Provided,  That 
dcient  ground  for  the  accopiiDodation  of  said 
light-houses,  respectively,  oaa  be  obtained  at  a 
reasonable  price  :  And  provided,  alao,  That  the 
L^islatures  of  the  States  of  Coniieeticui  and 
Massachusetts,  shall  cede  the  iutiadiciion'over 
each  respectively  to  the  United  States.  ' 

Sfio.  2.  And  Uu  farther  enacted,  -That  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treaaury  be,  and  lie  hereby  is, 
anthoriied  and  diFected  to  cause  the  light-bouse  at 
present  established  on  Smith's  point,  at  the'moalh 
of  the  rirer  Potomac,  to  be  taken  down,  and  to 
cause  another  good  and  suJfideal  one  to  ne  built 
at  such  other  spot  on  the  said  point,  as  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  'bailed  States  tnay  select :  Pronged, 
That  su^cient  ground  for  the  accommodliiLon 
thereof  can  be  obtained  at  a  reaaodable  price; 
and  provided  also,  that  the  Leeiilatare  of  the 
State  of  Virginia  shall  cede  the  jilrisdiction  over 
the  same  to  the  United  Stales.  Aod  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  further  authorised 
ana  directed  to  cause  the  light-house  heretofore 
eslablish«d  on  North  Island,  at  the  entrance  into 
Winvaw  bay.  in  the  Stale  of  South  Carolina,  to 
be  rebuilt  iasuch  manner  as  may  In  his  opinion 
be  most  likely  lb  secure  its  future  safety. 

Sbc.  3,  And  be  ix  farther  enacted.  That  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  hereby  is. 
authorized  aiid  directed  to  cause  proper  and  soS- 
cient  buoys  and  stakes  to  be  fixed  in,  aqd  along 
the  channel  in  Winvaw  bay,  leading  to  the  har- 
bor of  Georgetown,  in  the  State  of  South  Caro- 
:   and  also,  to  cause  proper  and     -"  ■  -- 


An  Act  sappUnMnlaijr  to  -the  act,  entitled  "Ab  'mI 

nakini-.pioTisiaB  tot  tha  ledemptisn  irfthe  wbijs  of 

dia  pnbbc  dabt  of  the  Umt«d£t*ias.t' 

Whereas  it  is  desirable  to  adapt  the  nature  of 

the  provisioD  for  the  redetnpiion  of'the  public 

debt  to  the  present  circumstabee&  of  the  United 

States,  which  can  only  be  deni;  b^  a  voluntary 

subscription  on  the  part  of  the  creditors: 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c:.  That  a  subscription  to  the 
full  amonnt  'of  tbe  old  six  per  cent,  deferred  and 
three  per  cent,  stocki  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby 
proposed ;  for  nhich  purpose  books  shall  be  opeo' 
edatthe  Treasury^  of  the  United  States,  and  by 
the  aeveial  Commissioners  of  Loans,  on  the  first 
day  of  July  next,  to  continue  opeauatil  the  sev- 
enteenth day  of  March  next  folio  wiug,  inclusively, 
the  foofteen  last  days  of  each  quarter  excepted, 
for  such  parts  of  the  above  mentioned  descriptions 
of  Slock  as  shall,  on  tbe  day  of  subscription,  stand 
on  tbe  hooks  of  the  Treasury,  and  of  the  several 
GoniTnLssianers  of  Loaue,  respectively;  which  sub- 
scription shall  be  etr^led  by  a  transfer  to  the 
United^  States,  in  the  manner  provided  by  law  for 
such  trapsfers  of  the  credit  or  credits  standing  on 
'le  said  books,  and  by  a  surrender  of  the  cettifi- 
ites  of  the  stock  subscribed. 
Sec  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  ibr  the 
hole  oi*  any  part  of  any  sum  which  shall  tlins 
be  described,  in  old  six  per  cent,  or  deferred  stock,' 
credits  shall  .be  entered  to  the  respective  subscri- 
d  the  subsciriber  or  subscribers  shall  be 
entitled  to  a  certificate,  or  certiGcatea,  purporting 
that  tbe  United  States  owe  to  the  bolder  or  hold- 
ers thereof,  bis,  her,  or  their  assigns,  a  sum  to  be 
eipresAd  therein,  equal  to  the  amount  of  princi- 
pal of  the  stock  thus  subscribed,  which  shall  re- 
unredeemed  on  the  day  of  such  subscription, 
ig  BD  interest  ofsix  per  ceotilm  pejr  annum, 
payable  quarter  yearly,  from  the  first  day  of  the 
quarter,  during  which  such  subscription  shall 
been  made,  transferable  In  tbe  same  manner 
as  ts  provided  by  lafv  for  the  transfers  of  the 
-aioek  subscribed,  aod  subject  to  redeia|>tio 


buoyi  and  beacons  to  be  pUced  on,  oi  near  tbe  { pfeasnre  of  th«  United  Sutea:  Prmided,  Thai 
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■o  dDgle  Mrtiflcale  (bfU  be  iuQFd  for  »  kioouve 
rrmter  ihan Mn  ihoofand  dollarai  AiiA'BTfmdti 
Jia^ter,  That  no  Kimbatsement  iliill  W  made 
axeepi  for  tb«  whole  amoiuil  of  an^  •ucii  Dew 
ccrtiSeate,  nor  till  afler  at  least  aix  months  previ- 
oon  public  Botice of  ■udi  inleDilii)  reimbunement. 
Sec.  3.  And  be  ajwiktr  enaelti,  Thai  for  the 
wKole  or  aa*  part  of  anjr  mm  which  (ball  thus 
b«  rabacribea  in  three  par  oent-^tock,  credits  sball 
UkeViM  be  eolered  to  the  rnpective  MiliacnlieTai 
sodthesnbKriber,  oiiubtieriben,iball  beeotitled 
lo  a  ecTtilicaie.  purporlini;  that  tbe  Uaited  States 
owe  to  tbe  hoidqr  et  boldien  iheraof,  his,  hei,  or 
ikeir  asujnit,  a  lam  to  be  eiprcMMl  thereip,  cqufJ 
lo  sixt;-DTe  per  ccnlom  of  the  amount  of  tlie 
principal  of  the  stMk  thai  sabacrtbed,  bearing 


interMi  of  six  per  centum,  par  yannm,  payable 

Jurlar  yearif ,  from  the  first  day  of  the  quarter, 
uriag  which  su«b  submiriplion  shall  bare  been 


made,  and  traDsferable  and  subject  to  rsdempcion 
in  tbe  same  manoer,  and  under  the  same  regula- 
tioDi  and  rtairieiioD?,  m  the  stock  created  by  the 
pceceding  aectlon  of  Ihis'acI :  Prtmdtd^  Thai-no 
part  of  the  stock  thus  created,  shall  be  reimbnrse- 
able  without  tbe  useot  of  the  tiolder  or  holders 
of  such  sitjck,  UDiil  after  the  whole  of  the  eight 
pet  cent  and  four  and  a  half  per  cent,  slocis,  ■« 
well  a*  all  the  six  per  cent,  stock  which  may  be 
created  by  ririne  of  the  precedijig  section,  shall 
hate  been  redeemed. 

Sbo.  4.  And  he  U  JurAer  aaaeted^  That  the 
Commissioaeri  of  the  Siaking  Fund  shall  be,  and 
they  are  hereby .  authorized  to.  appoint  an  aeent 
in  London,  sdo  another  i_a  Amsterdam,  whose 
duly  it  shall  be  to  receive  subseriptimis  and  trans- 
fers, and  to  issue  new  certiGcnies  in  ibe  manner, 
and  at  tbe  Limei  above  meotiuned,  and  as  tbe 
officers  of  ihe  Treasury  Departmeal,  or  the  Com- 
missioners of  Loans  might  do ;  that  is  to  say,  the 
agent  in  Loodin  in  faror  of  such  stockholders 
residing  in  the  domintoos  of  Orest  Britain,  in 
Europe,  and,  the  agent  in  Amsterdam,  in  fsror  of 
such  stockholders,  residioa>  in  any  oiher  pan  of 
Europe,  as  may  respeciiTeFy  become  subscribers: 
Provided,  That  the  certificates  iiaued  by  the 
aaid  agents  shall  bear  interest  only  from  the  first 
'day  of  the  qoarler  next  succeeding  that  in  which 
the  subscription  shall  have  taken  place,-  aoi)  that 
in  relation  to  subscriptions  made  in  old  six. par 
cent,  or  deferred  stocks,  the  sums  expressed  In 
■tich  new  certificates  shall  be  equal' to  the  amount 
of  the  principal  of  the  old  six  per  ceat.  or  defer- 
red stocks  (bus  subscribed,  which  shall  remain 
Onredeemed  after  payment  of  the  dividend  pay- 
able on  tuch  slock,  on  that  day  from  which  the 
interest  of  (he  new  certificates  shall  commence. 
The  fareigo^  stockholders  thu«  subscribing  with 
either  of  the  said  agents  shall  be  eniiilecTlo  re- 
eeire  the  diTJdend  on  the  old  six  per  cent,  defer- 
red, or  three  per  cent,  stock  subscribed  by  them, 
respectively,  which  shall  be  .payable  on  that  day, 
from  which  the  interest  on  the  new  cenlficatea 
shall  commence.    And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 


nid  ageata,  reapectirely,  to  trsnirait,  before  the 
end  or  each  quarter,  lo  the  Register  of  the  Treas- 
vry-,  and  to  the  •crtral  ComniusioiierB  of  Lous, 


respcetlTcly,  trioleate  afaslixeu  of  the  certificates 
of  slocks  subscribed,  and  of  the  new  eertificaici 
issued  by  ihem,  during  such  qoarter,  in  order  that 
the  t^per  ciediu  may  be  eoieied  oo  the  books  of 
the  Treasury,  and  of  um  Conunisaioners  of  Loao% 
Ks  the  case  may  be,  to  the  holders  of  soch  new 
ceriific^les.  And  the  said  agenia,  before  they 
enter  upon  the  execution  of  their  aeTcral  offieea, 
shall  retpcciiTcly,  take  id  oath  or  afllrniatian  foe 
the  diligeiit  and  faithful  exectitioD  of  their  inia^ 
aqd  ^11  also  become' boand  with  one  or  more 
iureUcfi,  to  the  a«tisf«oti«n  of  the  Cooumisiionera 
of  ihe.Sinking  Fund,  or  of  the .  Secretiry  of  du 
Treasury,  in  the  penal  sum  of  twenty  tbonnnd 
doUafs,  with  condiiioD  for  their  good  bebaTioor 
in  their  said  offices. 

Sao.  5.  And  be  it  Jitrther  enacted.  That  the 
holders  of  old  six  per  cent,  deferred,  or  three  pet 


stock,  who  may  become  subscribers,  i 
aloresaid,  either  in  the  United  States  or  in  Rampe, 
and  who,  on  the  first  day  of  July  neit,  and  also 

.L-    j_..  -r.i..   ...I .'_.: _L-ii   I :j. 


the  day  of  the  subscription,  shall  be  resident 
in  Europe,  may  at  their  option,  which  nlast  be 
made  at  lEe  time  of  subacilbing,  receive  ibe  inter- 
est BccHiing  on  the  stock  created  by  virtue  of  the 
preceding  sections  of  Ibis  tct,  either  in  the  United 
Stales  ps  other  creditors,  or  at  London,  or  Am- 
sterdam :  that  is  to  say,  the  stockholders  residing, 
at  the  times  above  mentioned,  in  the  dominions 
of  Qreat  Britain,  in  Europe,  at  London,  and  at 
the  rate  of  four  shillings  and  six  pence,  sterling, 
fat  eac-h  dollar ;  and  the  stockholders  residing, 
at  ihe  times  above  mentioned,  in  any  other  part 
of  Europe,  at  AmsieTdam,  and  at  the  rate  oftwo 

Siilders,  and  a  half  guilder,  current  money  of 
olland.for  each  dollar  j  in  which  last  menikoned 
option  the  condition  shall  be  eipreiaed  in  the 
new  certificates  to  be  isrued,  and  the  credit,  or 
credits,  to  be  given  <a  the  proprietors  lhere<^, 
shall  be  entered,  and  shall  thereafter  be  transfer- 
able onlyon  the  books  of  the  Treasury:  Prv^itd, 
howetxr  That  the  interest  thus  payable  in  Lon- 
don, ana  Amsterdam,  shall  not  be  payable  nntil 
the  expiration  of  six  calendar  moniGs  from  the 
day  on  which  the  same  would  be  payable  in  the 
Uikited  State;,  and  shall  be  subject  to  a  deduction 
of  one  half  of  oae  per  cent,  on  the  amount  pay- 
able, for  commission  to  the  bankers  paying  tba 
same:  And  provided aU^  Thai  every  propneloi 
of  nicfa  stock  may,  On  surrenderipg  his  ceriificate, 
receive  another  to  the  same  amonnt,  the  interest 
whereof  shall  be  payable  quarter  yearly  in.  the 
United  States,  in  the  same  manner  as  that  aeern- 
Ing  on  (he  stock  held  by  persons  residing  in  the 
United  States. 

Sec.  6.  And  he  itjvrlher  enacted,  That  the 
samp  funds  which  heretofore  have  been,  and  now 
are,  pledged,  by  law,  for  the  peymem  of  the  in- 
terest, and  for  the  redemption  or  retmbursemetit 
of  Ihe  stock  which  may  be  sobneribed  by  virtne 
of  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  remain  pledged 
for  the  payment  of  interest  accruing  oo  tbe  stock 
created  by  reason  of  such  subKription,  and  for 
the  redemption  or  reimbursement  of  the'principat 
of  the  same.  It  shall  be  the  dgty  of  the  Com- 
oustionen  of  the  Sinkiog  Fnod  to  cause  to  be 
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vMU*i  by  rirtoe  ofthii  acL  Tbe  uid  CoD>mi>' 
•ioDcn  «ie  henby  aqlhorized  to  applyj  from  time 
10  time,  anck  mm  and  rams,  ottt  ofibe  B^id  fuail, 
aa  they  may  thiak  proper,  towanl*  redeeming,'  by 
pQiebas^  or  b^  idrabonemeat,- iD'OODformiiy 
wiib  tbe  proTiiioo*  of  tbis  aet,  the  priDoipal  of 
the  *aid  at«ck.  And  (he  annual  mm  of  eight 
milliona  oi  doUers,  Teaiad  by  law  in  tbe  aaid  G«m- 
mlsiioaen,  ah^l  be,  and  etmiioBa  appropriatecl  to 
the  payment  of  intereit  and  redemption  of  the 
IMibfia  debt,  ubiU-  tb«  whole  of  ibe- stock  whicb- 
may  be  enated  by  the  preeedii^  Metiona  of  thiv 
ni.  shall  hare  been  redeemed,  oi  reimbuned. 

Sk.  7.  And  &a  itfiutiu*  tnacled,  That  ther« 
■hnU  be  allowed  to  each  of  tbe  agents  to  ha  ap- 
pointed by  Tirtue  of  ihia  act,  in  addition  to  the 
neMiMry  ezpeOMe  inoorred  by  them  for  prJAtingr 
•tationery,  and  pottage,  a  earn  of-  thKolhoimMd 
dolbtn,  as  a  fbll  oompenMiian  fot  their  wiTioes. 
Theeaid  agenU,  and  the  Cooimitaianan  of  Loaqb, 
■ball  abo  be  Hllomd  aneh  addKional  laiB  aa  tdav 
be  actually  anifDecewarily  expended  for  tbe  clerk 
hire  requisite  for  carrying  this  abt  iolo  effect. 
And  for  defraying  tbe  said  compessaiion*  and  al- 
lowancet.  and  sueh  otiier  coiitnig6Dt<  ebargee  as 
Buy  be  tocDrred  -tot  carrying  this  net  in'ia  effect, 
a  sum  not  exceed ing'sixteoa  thoaatrnd  doilara,  to 
be  paidont  of  an^  monnye  in  -tbe  Tieasury,  ndt 
otberwiee  npproprikted^  ie  bcrAy  appropriued.  - 

8eo..8.  And  be  Ufurlkar  maeUd,  That  wban- 
soerer  aotlea  of  reimbprMmeai  shall  be  given,  as 
praacTtbed  b)[  theaecond  and  third  smUobs  of  this 
act,  the  certificates  iotcadU'  to.be  Kimbnrted, 
shall  be  desigaaied  thereiif.  In. every  reimbana- 
laent  the  pmereneaiball  be  gireo  tosncb  hoLdHs 
of  certiflcatet  at,  pneriwiaio  the  said  uoiioe,  shall 
have  notifled-iaitritiffi^  to  (he  Treasury  Depart* 
ment  their  with  to  be  teimborsed.  If  thamhonW 
aoi  b*  application!  to  the^reaniry  aoffieient  to 
*  the  payment  of  the  whole  aain  to-  be  ap- 
«  that  parpoe^  the  SeeAtatr  of  tht  Trea» 


minir* 


iiry^  afier  paying  off  all  tnnu  for  liw  payment  of 
vbich  application  shall  baye  been  made,  shall  de- 
lemine,  by  tot,  what  other  tartifioates  ahail  be 
reimbursed  >o  as  lo  nnke  ap  the  whole  atnouat 
to  be  discharged:  and  in  case  tbe.  vpplicatioat 
•ball  exceed  tlw  amouot  to  be  diacbarged,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treaeary  tball  proceed  to  de- 
termine, by  lot,  whatappUcattoDs  shall  be  entitled 
to  pcionly  of  payment. 

BKe.  9.  And  be  ii  farther  enacted,  That  the 
agantt  appointed  by  ririne  of  this  act,  and  -the 
several  ComtQistioDert  of  'Loans,  tbalt  oboefve 
and  perfom  such  directioiu  and  regnlatiooss  at 
ahall  be  preacribed  to  them  by  the  Seoretary  of 
die  Trensarr,  touching  the  eieention  of  this  ael. 

Seo.  10.  Aiui  be  itjtirtktr  enacted,  That  noth- 
ing in  this  act  contained  abalt  be  coostnied,  ia 
anywise,  to  alter,  abttdve,  or  impair  the  rights  of 
those  creditors  of  the  United  States,  wba  shall 
Dot  snbseribe  to  the  loan  erented  by  Tlrtoe  of  ihit 
net— [Apprond  Febeaary,  11, 1807. 


An  Act  to  oiland  the  power  of  gi 
junctioas  to  the  jodgos  of  the  district  conits  of  the 
United  Stales. 

Be  it  eaaettd,  f  c   That<  from  and  after  the 

^  using  of  this  act,  tbe  judge*  of  4he  Strict  conria 

of  the  United  Slates  sball  bare  as  fall  power  to 

grant  writs  of  .injunctions  to  operate  wilkin  their 

tpective  dietricls,  in  all  cases  which  may  soma 

tfore  the  circuit  eonrts  withia  their  reepeetije 

itricts,  at  is  now  exercised  by  any  of  the  judge* 

of  tbe  Supreme  Cport  of  the  United  States,  Under 

the  same  rules,  regulations  and  resiriciions,  at  are 

firesenbed  by  the  Beverai  acts  of  Congress,  estab> 
ishing  the  judteiary  of  the  United  8lates,B0Tlaw 
tO'the^ttttrarvnotwiihaiaadina:  Ant«dei^  That 
the  same  abaUnbttUaleiaaanrdcMd  b^  the  oicenit 
court,' cootiane  .longer -than -t» -tbe. circitit  ootut 
next  ensuing,  not  shall  an  injunction  be  issued  by 
a  district  judge,  in  aoy  case  where  a  party  ha* 
'  id  a  reasonable  lime  to  apply  to  the  circtiit 
lort  for  the  witt.  ,  , 

Approved' February  13, 1807. 


An  Act  to  aiUMX  cerfain  shons  and  waters  to  the  dis- 
trict of  ACsusaqipi;  and  to  autborisa  ths  bnildinfa 
etistom-lioase  at  New  OilaMu. 
Be  it  enacted,  fc.  That,  from  and  afte  th« 
tbirlietfa  day  of  Jane  next  all  the  shores  and  wa- 
tervof  the  riyer  Ohit>,  aatl  of  tbe  several  rivers 
and  ore^s  etnptyiag  mto  the  tame;  and  alto,  all 
the  iheres  aad  w«ten  of  the  rivers  which  empty 
into  the  river  Missiwimu,  at  any  of  its  braocheL 
be,  and  tbe  tame  are  hereby  annexed  to,  and  shall 
make  paH  of  tbe  district  of  Mississippi. 

Sao.  S.  And  be  itJwIiLK-  enacted,  That  a  sun 
veyor  thall  be  appuioted  for  each  of  tbe  following 
lownt-or  pUoes,  that  is  tony:  Pitltbarg,  ChaHea- 
town,  Marietta,  Gincianati,  tiiinenoae,LouiavjU^ 
Matsac,  end  NaLchez,  who  shall  be  authorised  10 
■rrant  temporary  registers  to  vessels  of  the  United 
Statee,  in  the  same  manner,  and  oa  the  saoM 
terms  and  conditions  as  may  be  done  by  tbeed- 
Icotors  of  [he  savaial  districts  of-  iha  United 
States;  and  each  of  the  .said  mrveyon^  boaidea 
the  feu  paid  in  relation  to  the  admeaaoremeat, 
and  tegit(ering  of  vessels,  shall  raceiM  an  annnal 
■alary  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  doUnn. 

Sbc.  i.  And  be  ilfiirtker  enacted^  That  tli* 
coUeetor  of  the  diatiict  «tf  Misuietppi  abaU,  « 
the  turrender-of  any  lemjMmry  rcgitter,  ^niad 
to  a  vfssel  of  the  Dniiad  Ststai  as  uonaaid,  issna 
a  nennaneni  r^stai«for  tueh  vaiad:  Prwided, 
That  the  matter  of  stHtb  veasel  ehall  take  ihM 
usual  oath,  and  perform  all  the  other  coodilioai 
rehired  by  the  registering  act,  except  that  ba 
thall  not  be  obliged  to  giye  any  new  bond  to  the 
said  collector. 

r  Sno.  4.  And  bt  A  fiirther  enaeted.  That  to 
maeh  of  any  act  or  acts  at  erects  any  of  tbe 
.  shores  or  waters,  annexed  by  this  act  to  tbe  Ui»- 
siasippi  district,  iqto  aepataie-dtanieta  be,  and  the 
same  is  beieby,  repealed. 

SjK.  6.  And  be  it  JmHur  enacted,  That  tha 
Secntary  ctf  the  Tre8tary'be,and  he  hereby  ia, 
authorisad  and  iKrwted  to  oMaa  to  batoilfpoa 
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PmUie  AdM  of  Congrtm. 


•ame  eoDTCiiFBi  itie,  Moaghig  fa)  tbe  l)»it«d 
BuicB,  Eb  the  ciiy  tSf  New  OrlcaDs,  ■  good  and 
■oSeient  houie,  lo  stne  m  to  office  ind  place  of 
4«poait  for  the  aaWeaor  of  ibe  cmtomi  at  thai 
■la«e.  And  the  turn  of  tweoty  ihoumBd  doUan 
tt  heivbf  afipropriued  to  defray  the  txpenm  of 
anciiu  ihc  itnie,  to  be  paid  dui  of  aiiy  money 
miha  TrMiorr  aot  otberwiae  aypropriated. 
'ApproTcd,  Febtuary  13,  1807. 

AnXctantbonriiirtluFtMidantof  the Unilad Statw 
to  aeeept  tbe  Mrrica  of  ■  number  of  idnnteer  tarn- 
pf^'ts  Dot  ucaeding  thiil;  IhoQHiid  men. 
Bt  it  tuaeUd,  fc^  Tb«t  the  Preaident  of  the 
UatMd  Blate*  be,  aod  he  faerebyu,  anthorized  to 
MoopC'of  any  eonaanyor  compatHeB  of  roLao' 
Men,  aitJiet  cX  artillery,  <»<«lty,  or  iofiiiitry,  who 
nay  SMociate  aad  oSer  ibenuelveB  for  tbe  serrico, 
WH  exceediog  tfaittT  thomnwd  men,  who  sball  be 
eloihed,  fod  fumidied  wtth  boriee,  «t  their  own 
expente,  and  armed  *od  equipped  a  tbe  eipente 
of  the  UDiied  Sralei,  after  they  ihsll  be  called 
into  service,  except  auch  of  tbeiD  an  may  ehooM 
M  famisb  ihlrir  owd  vrni^and  wbae«  oonmW- 
*loB«d  offieM*  thdl  be  appointed  in  the  Mtntier 
pieicribed  by  Uw  in  the  lereral  States  and  Tcr- 
rilorica  to  wbioh  aach  eoiaiNDiea  aball,  rmfjuH- 
iniy,  brion^;  Pr»ttUed,  Tnat  tvhcre  any  ooin- 
puy,  buttlion,  ngimml,  brie«de,.ar  diviiioB  of 
MilitM,  almdy  Mnaized,  afa^U  (ender  tbeii  rot- 
Wtary  terme  to  (be  United  State*,  snch  tovp*' 
ny,  battaltoa,  rcgiiD«nt,  brigade,  or  diriiion,  shall 
uutiiMM  to  ha  coamanded  by  the  officen  faoldinc 
oomraiMioDS'iD  the  Mine,  at  the  tin*  of  inoA 
tcnder,-aDd  anyvacaxioy  lb«ntfihrooaurriQ|almll 
be  filled  in  the  mode  pointad  -otrt  by  law  in  tbe 
State  or  Tarritoty  wbereintbe  taid  coqranT.  bu- 
Mtlioo,  rajginMDt,  brioade,  or  diriuon,  ^lall  naTe 
iMen  originally  raiee^ 

BgC  B.  And  be  it  /wthtr  enaeUdj  Thftt  any 
•ompany,  batiBllon,  rrgioen  t,  twi{adf ,  or  diiition, 
tkna  oSeriitg  itaelf  tbi  tbe  service,  shall  be  liable 
to  he  sailed  upon  (o  do  miUiary  duty  «t  any  time 
dw  President  erf  the  United  States  shall  judse 
^eper,  within  two  years  after  be  shall  accept  the 
mmt,  and  shall  be  hound  -to  {ontinue  in'serTiee 
for  the  term  of  twelve  moBtht  after  ibey  shall 
hare  aniTvd  at  ifae  place  of  TeDd(^Tati&,  unlese 
•ooner  disahaived,  anA  when  called' into  actnri 
Mt«ie«,  a«d  whiliit  renLBining  therein,  sball  be 
mder  the  auie  lulesa&d  ragnTitiDna,and  be  enii- 
Aed  (0  tbe  ■■«•  pay.  raiioitr,  forage,  and  emolu- 
~Mnitirf  every  kind,  boniHy  sad  cwtbing  emepl- 
Itoopa  6f  (he  United  Sutas : 


•d,  with  tbe  Beynlai  troop*  < 
Pramkd,  Thu  u  lien  of  clo(hiBf[,  every 
WtsMoheil  oSocr  and  privkte,  u  noy  oMopwiy, 
who  may  tbns  offet  ibemselve*,  shall  be  aniitlad, 
ivhra  oalM  iMo  aeUal  atrrioe,  t«  Mceive  in  mo^ 
veygAaaiB  e^ual-toibe  ooei  ofthedathinjof » 
•on-eomiBiMioaed  oUctr,  or  {Kivair,  (as  dw  oaae 
m».f  he,)  in  (he  <egalar  uoops  of  the  United 
States. 
'Sic  S.  Aad  ba  it  JiirAaf  vuuied.  Thu  tbe 
PrMMent  of  tbe  tluiad  Slates  bc^esd  be  hereby 


derins'  ibeCr  *etTlee,-a3  aforesaid,  into  fantinliooi, 
sqaadroHi.  refiracn(e,  bri§adef,  and  dirisioaa,  ** 
soon  as  (be  namber  of  vmsnteers  shall  reader 
ancfa  ornnixatiaB,  in  his  jndgment,  espedient> 
bnt  iMitil  called  iaiu  acltial  sprvicE,  snofa  com^- 
niei  sbhll  be  faonnd  to  dore^ilar  militindniy,  aa 
isreqnired  by  law,  in  like  Baonff  as  befne  the 
passBfe  of  IMS  act. 

Sic. 4.  Andbait-^sriAes-eMui^'tbatiBeaae 
any  vohinteer  aboTc-meniiancd,  wbile  in  aotoal 
acrriee,  shall  snsuin  any  daaaage,  by  iajtwy  done 
to  his  horse,  or  MHb  other  e^pBMsit  u  shall 
have  been  fnraiibed  e»  bin  own  azpease,  or  by 
loss  of  the  nme,  wiihovt  a^  ihalt  or  aepigaaea 
on  bis  i)art,a  rcatonaUe  sim,  m  be  aaeemined 
in  stich  maMer  .u  ihe  PreaidAt  of  Iha  Onitari 
Statea  may  direet,  shall  be  aUowedtBd  paid  IB 
sneh  TOlonteer  for  each,  and  «v«ry  anch  rta—ge 

Sao.  A.  And  be  .it  JwrHttf  enaeted,  Thai  tha 
sam  of  five-  hnndrtd  ihoaaDdrdnlteTa,  te  be  nasi 
oa(  of  any  inanfyB  in  the  Treasttry  not  ount- 
wiae  appiopviatrd,  be,  mod  tiK  Aib«'  benbf  m^ 
anilNmrtated  tosrards  defraying  nnj  eipewe  in- 
onrml  by  virtat  af  (he  iwansiaDf  of  this  act. 

Appemd,  Pebswty  M,  1807. 


Aa  Act  esUbiidiing  Ciienk  CJanits.  and  aWdgiagShe 

raiisdiclian  ef  the  Di«iet  Ccnrtoi>f  (te  distwtsaf 

ligattAj,  Tinniisrfr^  mad  OhM. 

ft  tt  maxitd,  f  c,  That  ssmiieh  of  any  act  ar 
acta  of  Oonptas,  as-reata  in  the  diatiiet  conta  at 
the~United  State*,  ta  'the  dtstriets  af  Kpnaneky, 
Bast,  iqd  W«s»  TaonaHe*,  and  Ofaio^-thc  powvn. 
MHfacnity,  and  jnriadiciion  of  iheeinniitiecMitat^ 
die  United  SMtcs,'  shall-be,  and  ihe  mmt  i*  hen- 
by,  repeakd.  ■ 

Sao.  B.  Ai»dUitfmr(htrMiutei,^hml,tat^im 
mrposeofJtoldiiig  (herein  the  eireaiteoart^M 
be  esuhliahed  by  thi*  ae(,-the  8uM  o£  Keancky 
ihall  eonadtute  one  diMiiet,  tbe  State  of  Tenaaa- 
•ee,  one  distriat,  and  tbe  Stabs  «r  OUo,  oae  die- 
irkt;  aad  the  said  diatriet*  of  &eatveky.  Tea- 
neaeee,  and  Obis,  shall 'consiiiaie,a*d  bednuaiH- 
aatcd  the  .seventh  eiroDit.  And  these  akall  ba 
holden  aonnally  in  eaeh  district  of  the  aasd  eif" 
e*it,  two  soaris,  to  be  ealled  ohvuit  coorta,  aad  le 
oiussist  oC  one  josiioc  of  the  8api«me  Conrt  of 
(he  Uoltcd  States,  and  the  jud^  itf  the  dbtriet 
where  ^eh  eourt  shall  be  hMdeo.  And  the  aea- 
flions  of  the  said  oour ta,  a  tbe  district  of  Keatnc- 
ky,  shall  be  held  M  Fiaakfort,  aad  eoaameaee  oa 
the  first  Monday  in  May  andMov«mbeT,aanaally  ; 
in  [be  district  «f  Tennesaes,  at  Khozville  and 
Nashville  altarnstsly,  to  ooBmaaee-  on  the  fint 
HtitdaT  in  Jnae  ana  third  Uoaday  in  Oeisber, 
annually,  beginainc  at  Nashville;  aad  in  tbe  di»> 
„]-...  ontfce 


ally.  Aiid  the  eireait  oantt  of  1 
designate  at  whiah  of  the  two  places,  where  the 
said  conrt  ishaeeby  detected  le  be  boldea,  the 
(Aoe  af  elerk  thereof  shall  he  kepL 

-SH>.a  Beitjurtktrataeled,  That  all  iheaa- 
thotiiy,  power^ud  jtundiatioa,  ?eMart  ta  tbe  mw 
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enl  cireuJI  osarU  of  lli«  United.  Sutra,  or  the 
iudgntbereoCoreiiber of  tbeai,3bkll  bcBodberp- 
Df  are  Teatad  iD,aiid  tnay  be  exercised  hj,  the  *ev' 
eral  ctrcait  oourls  of  tite  (eveBth  eiieuit  aad  the 
jndgci  thereof;  mad  that  all  aciions,  ea/atea,  plna, 
piooen,  aad  othet  proceedinn  relative  to  aky 
eame,  eivil  or  crimiDal.  whiob  aoall  be  retanaUe 
to  or  depending  in  the  several  district  eonrii  of. 
Kaatiiekf,  TeDseaaec,  and  Ohie,  aolios  as  eiranit 
conrti,An  tbeiint  day  of  Uay  next.  ihaU  be  and 
hereby  a»  d«eUr«d.to  be  reapeotiTeiy  tranaferred, 
MtamiUe,  aad  etHitiDoed,  to  the  aereral  eirenit 
oonrtB  coDstiuited  by  Uiia  Ml,  «t  the  tinin  herein 
appointed  for  tbaseasloa  of  each  of  the  nid  coorti, 
and  ihall  be  heard,  tried,  and  deWrmioed  therein, 
in  the  mme  manner,.«n<^  with  ibe  nfeie  efibct,  «i 
if  no  chaape  bad  been  mad'  hereby  in  the  eonrti 
of  tbeiaid  diatrieL  And  thewdotrcinteonrtaof 
the  MTenih  eifciih  ihall  be-gorened  by  the  eame 
law*  and  regatelidns  «a  apply  to  the  other  oireait 
conrb  of  the  United  Stntee,  and  sfaall  appoinl 
clei^  of  the  Mid  coorti,  retpenivaly,  who  iIriII 
reiide  and  Inoj^tbe  reeordi  of  the  «aid  coqn*  at 
the  plaes*  of  holding  thecodrt*;  whereto  they  aball 
retpeetively  belong,  -except. ai  hsteimbefora  p««- 
Tided ;  and  shall  perform  the  sane dbtica, -and  be 
entitled  to  and  recein  the  same  ernojnaieDt*  and 
fees,  respectitely,  which  are  by  law  estaUisfaed 
for  the  clerks  of  the  oiher  oircuii  oonria  of  the 
United  States. 

Bmo.A^  AadbeitfitTtltereHaeltd,  ThatthcBiaie 
of  TntfeaMe  ahall  be  dfrided  ittto  fwfr  dittfleta, 
for  the  tlhr-pOTC  of  hoMiM  fiMriot.  coitrtB  in  Ae 
same-'^nie  to  consist  of  that  part  thereof,  Irhieh, 
by  the  laws  of  the  said  Scale,  now  forms  the  dla- 
trtola  of 'Washiogton  and  Hamilton,  wUch  itMll 
be  called  the  district  of-Bast  Tenaosaaeet  <nd-ooe 
otbm,  to  coHiial  of  all  that  nkrt  of  the  Stale  of 
Tenne«ee  whiek  the  Imwa  ot.tta  said  State  now 
fomnthe  distriol*  of  -Wineheater,  Mero,  and  R»- 
beruon,  which  abnll  be  called  the  district  of  West 
Teoneseea  ;  and  all  &a  aathMity,  powers,  and 
joriadicticsL  reeled  in  the  sAeraldiatftct  courts  of 
the  Uoued'Siatea  md  the  judges  ihateof,  in  ihote 
districts  in  whiefa  ciraoit  conns  are  now  hrid,  ehaH, 
beraiaiQed,and  aaay  baezetcned.by  ika  severMdis- 
[riot  eowtsofEentneky,  East  and  West  Tennenee, 
aiKt  Ohio,andihe>eve[al  jndgeslhpreof.  Andthe 
BiMions  of  the  said  distiicl  Courts  sball,  after  the 
AiMdayof  MByne¥t,baasfoUows:  in  Kentucky, 
>t  Frankfort,  two  snsioo^  to  commenae  on  tbe 
first  Monday^  to  Inne  acd  Daortaber,  annnally ; 
in  Baat  Tenneaace,  at  Knoarille,  two  sessions,  to 
eemnlCnee  on  the  third  Uonday  m  April  and  sec- 
ond Monday  in  October,  attnuaily  ;  aad  ht  Nash- 
rUle,  tw»  aesaions,  to  comineBce  on  the  foarth 
Mondnysin  May  aad.NaTember  annually ;  and  in 
Ohio,  at  Chilicoibe.  three  sefsions,  to  oommenee 
on  the  first  Mondays  in  Joae  acd  October,  aunu- 
ktly ;  attd  all  actions,  anuses,  plena,  process,  aad 
Other  proeeeditgs,  retatira  to  any  cause,  ciril  or 
orimical,  which  shall  have  been  issued,  and  aball 
be  remrnable  to  or  draending  in  tiw  Aid  aereral 
dfiirtei  COOKS  of  the  United  Sutes,  acting  as  dis* 


district  courts,  reapectiTe^,  at  thetiiace  herelB 
hefore  appointed  for  holding  the  same. 

Sec.'6.  Beit  fitrt/urmaeltd,  That  Ibe  SopreiD* 
Conn  of  the  United  States  sball  hereafter  consiat 
of  a  Chief  Jnstice  and  mx  Associate  Justicea,  any 
law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  '  And  for 
this  purpoae,  there  sball  be  appointed  a  sixth  A»- 
sociale  JusiKe,  to  reside  in  toe  seveoth  circuit, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be,  iratil  he  ia  olberirise  allot- 
ted, to  ait«nl  the  eirenit  codtib  of  the  said  aeventh 
sirvnil,  and  the  Sujmna  Coiki  of  jbe  United 
States,  and  who  shaQ  tako  the  SMnnaath  aitd  be 
entitled  tu  the  same  salary  as  are  reqoirtd  (^  nnd 
provided-  for  the  other  Associate  Jnstte«s  of  the 
United  States.  '  .  -       . 

-  Approved,  Pebmuy  S4, 1807^ 

An  Act  to  Continue  in  force,  for  s  tUrther  tine,  sn  act 

entitled  ''An'siM  to  aospend  the  commercial  Inter- 

coorae  between  the  TTnited  Btatea,  and  certain  parts 

of  tbe  tdand  of  BR.  Dotnin^." 

Be  it  enaated,  fc^  That  the  act  entitled  "An 

act  to  suspend  iheeammercial  i^itercounie  between 

the  United  Stales  anij  certain  parts  of  the  island 

of  Sl  Domingd,"  passed  on  the  iwcittr-eighlh  day 

of  February,  one  iDousand  eight  hundred  and  six, 

be  and  the  same  .hereby  is  conlinued  in  force  until 

.ibe  end  of  the  next  session  of  CoDgres^  and  no 

Sec.  2.  And'  be  U  JitrtAer  etiailei,  that  Ae 
prohibitions  and  provisions  of  the  aforesaid  act 
shall  be  conatruea,  and  are  hereby  declared  to  ex- 


in  possessi^D  of,  or  under  the  acknowledged  Qor- 
eromedc  6f  F^iiiice. 
Approved  February  34, 1807. 

An  Act  leapecting  awwim  made  andar  the  anlhonQ 
df  the  Uoitsd  Blates,  and  for  other,  pnrpqeea. 

Be  a  aiacted,  fc.  That  when  any  proaeentioB 
shall  Ue  commenced  on  account  of  the  aaisure  of 
any  ship  or  vessel,  goods,  tfaresror  merehnndias^ 
made  by  aoy  aolleeior  or  oiher  officer,  under  any 
actorCaagreBsauthoriiingsoehaeizure,aBdjiMlg> 
ment  shall  be  given  for  tbe  olaimant  or  claimants^ 
if  i(  shall  appear  to  the  court  before  Whom  auoh 
prosacntion  shall  be  l^ied,  that  there  was  a  rea- 
sotiable  cause  of  seizure,  the  said  court  sball  cause 
a  proper  certificate  or  entry  to  be  made  thet«ofi 
and  in  such  case  tbe  claimant  or  claimants  shall 
not  be  enliiled  to  costs,  not  sball  ihe  person  Who 
made  the  seizure,  or  the  proseonior,  oe  liable  to 
action,  suit,  or  judgtaeai  oa  aecouot  of  such  seio 
znre  and  proBEcution :  Prowded,  That,  tbe  shjp 
or  vessel,  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  be,  afiar 
judgment,  forthwith  returoed  to  such  claimtnt 
or  claimaniB,  bis,  her,  or  their  agent  oi  agenta. 

Sao.  2.  And  be  it fitriha- enacted,  That  the  ac- 
counting officers  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  they  an 
hereby,  directed  to  allow  to  the  collector  of  New 
York,  ia  the  settlement  of  his  accounts,  tha 
amount  of  damages  and  costs  recovered  from  and 
paid  by  him,  by  virtue  of  iudgmeois  rendered  in 
1^  SupNOke  Court  of  ih«  Sute  of  New  Ynk,  «■ 
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it  of  the  wtxare  of  the  ship  Liberlr,  sad 
of  the  ship  Two  Marys  ;  which  feisels  baa  beea 
•eized  aad  libelled  for  RpreBHmedinfnciion  of  ihi 
ftroTiiioDB.or  the  act,  eciiiled  "Ad  act 
lite  regiMeriDff  and  Tecording  of^iiipa 
AppivTed,  Febrmiy  24, 1807. 


Ab  Act  (iutbeT«npplM 


to  the  act,  entitlMl  "An 


act  ooncai^iki  the  DUtrict  of  ColumbiB." 

Be  U  enacted,  ^.f  Tbslso  muoh  of  thc.act  en- 
tilled,  "Ad  ael  addittooal  to,  and  atneDdatsrf  of 
anaeteotitled,  "An  actconcetDiDgtheDiatrtct  of 
Colnmbla,"  at  direct*  thai  no  ^n^Uu  ad  eatitfi- 
wndum  »ball  hneafter  iune  on  bd^  judgment 
rendered  bj  a  (ingle  magistrate,  or  in  aof  earn 
whne  tbe  ludgmcot  shall  not  exceed  Itrenir  dol- 
lars, shall  be,  and  the  tame  i«  herebr  repealed, 
tod  in  all  such  case*  a  writ  or  writs  of  capuuad 
tatUfacieOfl^Vt  may  Weaftar  iuue,  anytliib^  in 
the  said  recited  act  to  the  abntrat)'  notwiih- 
■tandine. 

8ec.  2.  And  be  UJvrlher  eTiocted,  That  such 
writ!  of  cafiia»  ad  tatUJacUndum  shall  be  it&ued, 
4trecieJ,aad  made  retutoablein  like  maDner,  and 
ike  clerk  and  cooitabU  ahntl  be  entitled  to  the 
atmerBeslbereia,ai  the laid  set  hereioberore  reci- 
ted direct!  and  allowi  in  CBHei  of  ezecntienj 
•gainrt  the  mooii  and  chatieU  of  tbe  debion 

8bc.  3.  And  be  it  Jiirther  enacted,  That  the 
eighth  Kclion  of  the  afore«aid  act  eball  be,  and 
the  lame  ia  hereby  alio  repealed. 

Approved,  February  34, 1807. 


An  Act  to  punLih  fi«udi  eommitted  on  the  Bank  of 
tha  Unitod  States. 
Be  U  enaetedj^a.,  That  if  any  person  shall 
fabety  make,  forge,  or  counterfeit,  or  caute  or  pro- 
core  to  be  falsely  made,  forged  or  connterfefted, 
or  willingly  aid  or  usisf,  in  falaely  making,  for- 
nog  or  couaterhitiog  any  bill  or  note  in  imita- 
tion of^  or  parporting  lo  be  a  bill  or  iiote  isstied  by 
order  of  the  Preatdent,  Directors  and  Company 
ef  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statet,  or  any  ordrt-  or 
cheek  oa  the  nid  BaiTk  or  Corporation,  or  any 
Cuhier  ihtreof,  or  shall  falsely  alter,  or  cause  or 
prtwureio  be  falaely  altered,  or  willinglyeid  or 
aauat  in  falaely  altering  any  hill  or  note  issned  by 
Order  of  tbe  President,  Directors  and  Oompany 
of  the  Bank  at  the  United  Slates,  or  any  order  or 
check,  on  the  mid  Bank  or  Corporation,  or  any 
Caahier  theieef,  ot  shall  pasa,  utter,  or  publish,  or 
ktlempi  to  paM,  otter,  or  pnUiab,  as  true,  any  false, 
or  counterfeited  bill,  or  note,  purporting  lo  be  a 
Uli,  or  note,  istoed  by  order  of  the  Preudent,  Di- 
Nolora  and  Conpanv  of  tbe  Bank  of  tbe  United 
States,  or  any  false,  lornd,  or  counterfeited  onler 
or  eheck,  upon  -the  laid  Bank  or  Corporation,  or 
tity  eashier  thereof,  kaowrag  tbe  raiae  to  be 
blsetr  forged  or  eouDlerteiled,  or  <hall  pass,  utter, 
or  puolish,  or  attempt  to  pass,  uiler,  or  publish  at 
(roe,  any  falsely  altered  bill  or  note,  issued  by 
order  of  tbe  Prendont,  Direnon  and  Company  of 
tte  Bank  of  ihe  United  Statet,  or  any  fklsely  al- 
■Md  9T4tr  or  cbeok,  ob  tke  «id  Bank  or  Corpo- 


said  corpomtion,  or  any  other  body  politic,  or  per- 
SOD ;  eTery  such,  person  nhall  ba  deemed  >Bd  ad- 
judged guilty  of  felony,  and  being  thereof  eon- 
Ticted  by  due  courM  of  lBW,ahall  Iw  sentenced  10 
be  imprisoned,  and  kept,  to  bard  tabor,  for  a  perud 
Bol-lett  than  ibree  yeart,  nor  more  than  ten  yean, 
or  shell  be  tropriaOkted  not  csceeding  ie>  yean, 
and  fined  not  ezeeediag  fire  thooiMid  doilan; 
Prowiad,  That  MihiBg  herein  emiuinedahall  be 
construed  to  deprive  the  conns  of  the  ■■dividtnl 
Stalea  iif  a  ju»iM)iclioD  under  the  laws  of  the  sev- 
eral States,  orer  the  o&aeC  ieelared-pauiehahla 
by  thia  act. 

8io.  2.  And  bent JuilMtreaaeted,  Thattkeae^ 
entitled  "An  act  to  paniah  frauds  eommilted  m 
tbe  Bank  of  theUaiiedSutea,"  passed  the  twenty 
serewh  day  of  Jnne,  one  tbonaaad  eereii  hmdrvl 
and  ninety  eight,  ahall  be  and  tbe  mme  ia  bert^ 
repealed :  Promded,  iteMrtheiem,  Thai  the  repeal 
of  the  said  act  afaalt  not  be  so  eooatmed,  as  to  prc- 
Tcni  the  trial,  condemnMion,  or  p«t«shm«at  at  any 
persoir,  or  peraohB^  eharfed  with  or  ^ilty  of  a 
violation  of  nsy  of  its  proriaioBt,  prettoas  to  tha 
patting  of  this  aet. 

Apprond,  Pebrwry  M,  1807. 


An  Act  to  extend  lb*  Una  in  loeatiaB  Yngbm  iuti> 
tsiy  wsmnit,  fcr  retwmjng  annaya  Ibatatti  to  the 
offieeof the  Beeftoiy  rf  the  Papartmeatrf Wat,  anl 
appcc^uiating  lapda  fiK  tho  ue  ofachMiU,  in  tha  Va- 
gipia  military  resarvatiap,  inlton  of  thflaoheretofcre 
appropriated. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  thaoffieers  and  M>UierB 
of  the  Virginia  line^M  cootiDebtal  eel^lMimcnt, 
their  heirs  or  natignt,  entitled  to  bounty  lands 
within  the  tmei  reserved  by  Virginia,  betwcaa  the 
little  Miami  and  Baiot»rirer^  fiir  satirfying  tha 
legal  bounties  to  her  officers  and  aoldierB  umi 
coutineatal  eiUblisbraenL  shall  be  allowed  n  fni^ 
ther  time  of  three  yeah,  from  the  tweaiy-ihird  of 
March  next,  to  complete  their  loeatioite,  and  a  foi- 
tbcr  lime  offlrp  yearrfrom  tbe  satd .twenty-third 
of  March  next  to  reraro  their  mrvcys  and  war- 
nbtijor  certified  copies  of  warranti,  lo.tlie  office 
of  the  Secretary  of  tbe  WarDepartawnt,  aoythiag 
in  tbe  aet  entitled  "  An  not  to  aseertaio  ibe  boas- 
dnryortbclandareserVedky  tbe  State  of  VirgiaiL 
northwest  of  tbe  rirar  Ohio,  for  the  satisfacitaa  of 
her  officer!  and  soMiera  on  eontiaenial  eaiaUish- 
ment,  and  tolimil  tbe  period  for  locating  the  said 
ImdV'totbecaatraryuoiwitbstanding:  Pmided, 
T'bat  no  toeatiooB,' at -aforesaid,  within  the  aboTC- 
mentiDaedir«ct,*balI.  after  the  passiogof ibis  acL 
be  made  on  tracts  of  land  for  which  paleota  had 
preriously  been  iuned,  or  which  had  been  pte- 
rioiiBly  immyed ;  and  any  patent  which  may,  ner- 
Mthelest,  be  obtained  fur  land  located  contrary  to 
(he  proriaioDs  of  this  section,  shall  b«  considered 
as  null  and  void. 

8mo.  2.  And  be  it  fitrther  ■  enacted,  Thai  the 
Soereuiry  of  the  Treasury  b^  and  he  ii  hereby, 
aotborized  to  oham  ec^et  of  alt  the  loeaiiont  and 
torreyt  which  bare  been,  or  nwy  be  nade  within 
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tbe  above  men  licHinl  trtct,  mod 
or  (Utrejred.  ■•  jnaoy  vtnugKi  lii 
lame,  ■■  Jie  maf  deem  neeeuary,  ii«t  ezoeeding 
three;  aod  from  tbew  and  aneb  other  documeou 
ai  majr  be  obutined,  10  name  to  b«  rnadeagisD' 
aral  conoeeied  pUtofall  the  Uniti  located  aod 
■urveyed  wiibin  the  same ;  a  copy  oEwbicb  sbail 
be  deposited  id  ihe  War  Department,  and  iDOiber 
cop;  Bball  be  laid  befora  Con^reas,  tog'etber  with 
an  eslinuie  of  the  tnr|diia  irbicl^  may  remaia,  af- 
ter Hlisryiog  the  bowitieaaboTeBkeBUctBed.  And 
the  expaotea  inciKred  ia«iiiref  iag  the  liaet,  and 
obtaiaiDK  tbo  copies- AforeMid,  a^  \a  prepsriDg 
tbe^DeraJ  plat  abovemeaiioned,  shall  be defirayad 
out  ofthe  money*  appropriated  for  compleMoiT  the 
aurre^s  of  the  poblie.laDda  Dorlfaweal  of  tbe  rirer 
Ohio. 

^-JindbeiifarOertnaeUd,  Thateishteen 

IS, 40  be'selt^ctad 

MiuT,  by  lot,  in  tbat 

tnot  of  laud  in  the  3tal«  of  Ohio,  lately  purpbased 


e  SecTetary  of  the  TroaaiuT,  by  lot,  if 


from  the  Indiana,  aod  lyiae  belweeo  ibe  tract 
cominoaly  called  the  United  SlkteamiliUryinct, 
•ad  the  t^act  commonly  called  (be  ConneMicui. 
naerrei  be  and  the  Mme  are  hereby-  appropriated 
for  tbeusaof  tcbooli,  ia  that  tract  ofiaod  in  tbe 
State  ftfor^aid,  QommoalT caUed  "tbe  Virginia 
militajy  Teiervatian,"  B«d  ba  Teated  in  tbe  L^js.- 
UtuM  of  that  Suto,  itt  trost  foi  the  ase  aforcMid, 
and  for  bo  other  use,  inleirt,  or  parpose  whatever ; 
whiob  s«d  eighteen  quarter  towmbips  and  three 
aeciioDE,  are  thaa  appropriated  and  mted  in  lira 
of  the  one  ib.irty-tistli  pan  of  the  Iract  aforesaid, 
callad  ttac^"  Virnoia  military  reaeiration,"  wiieh, 
byaformer  acl,liBd  bteDapMopriatedaodreatedao 
aforesaid,  ibt  ibs  ihg  of  icnoola  within  the  «arae  =' 
pTarndtd^hmtaMT,  Tbaiiu>qtian»rtDWBiJiipi,in-. 
oludinglbeseeiiiMi  DnmbeTiuxteen  ofiuch  Iowb- 
ahip,  iball  be  selected  aa  afoMaaid  for  the  pinpoM 
ab«Teme«iu>aed.  M>dftnmdai,tdao,aai.ii\m^vn- 
by  HndCntoodand  dealaTedftbatAsMideighleeq 
qiii(tt«r  townsbips  and  three  aca^ions  aball  be.ap- 
propiiated  and  vailed,  for  the  ptfrpoaet  afareaaid, 
oolyoD  oondiiioQtb^theLegiijMareofthvStatc 
erf*  Ohio  shall,  witbia  one  year  afteritM  patiing  of 
this  act,,  pan  ft  taW  aoceptiag.  the  a^d  aighleea 
quarter  townabipaand  ibree  aeoiiona,  for  tbe  por- 
poaes  Bforeaaid,  is  liea  of  the  thirty-sixth  p«rt  of 
the  tract  aoDtmoDlgr  o«lled'"tbeVirfinia  military 
teserTaltoD,"  beretofore  appropriat«l  mA  vested 
by  Uw  for  the  use  of  tchooli  within  the  nma ; 
and  relaaaiag  to  tba  United  Statei  «U  their  clkim, 
licrbt,  title,  aad  internt,  and  all  the  right,  title 
and  ioterest  of  the  inhabiiaots  ofthe  tract  of  land 
laat  meniioned,  to  (ha  tbiity-aixtb  part  of  the  laid 
tr«ct  hereloft«a appropriated  and  vested  by  law  for 
the  uae  of  aehoola  within  th«  satne.  And  if  tbe 
Legialatore  of  tbe  aaid  Slate  sballr  not  pua  a  law 
aa  afofcaaidf  within  one  year  after  Ihe  passing  of 
this  act,  the  said  eighteen  qnapici  townabipB  and 
three  seetioBa  shall  itot  be  caosidefad  aad  heid  as 
appropriaied  and  rested  for  tbe  purpoaea  aferoaaid, 
but  ahall  be^KaptoeA  of  in  ifaa  •ama-naBDer  a>  is 
or  may  be  provided,  by  law,  for  the  diapoaal  of 
other  pohlic  lands  in  the  aame  Iraoi. 
Approvad,  Mnrcha,  18(9. 


An  Aot  to  pnriubit  Um  imporUOian  of  sUre*  into  any 
port  or  place  wilhin  the  jurisdictiao  of  tha  Uaited 
Sutaa,&am  snd  after  ^a  fint  dajof  January,  in  tbe 
yauofoar  Lard  one  tboownd  eight  hundred  and 
flight.  , 

Be  it  enacted,  if  c,  That,  from  ai»l  after  tbe  firat 
day  of  January,  one  thouiaod  ei^bt  hundred  and 
eight,  it  shall  not  be  lawful  to4mport  or  brintt  in' 
toibeUailedStateaor  the  lemtoritis  thereof,  from 
aay  foreign  kingdom,  place,  or  oouatry,  any, ne- 
gro, mulatto,  or  persoD  of  color,  wi(b  intent  to  hold, 
sell,  or  dispose  of  such  aegro,  tnuLaito,  or  peraon 
qf  color,  ai  a  ^ve,  or  10  be  held  to  service  or 
labor. 

Sec.S.  AndbeitfurthtrenaiAed,  Tbat  no  citizen 
or  eitizeas  of  iheUoited  States,  or  any  other  person, 
shall,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  January,  in 
the  year  of  oar  Lord  one  iboosBod  eight  hundred 
aod  eigbt.  for  hiEoself,  or  themselves,  or  any  other 
peraoD  whatsoever,  either  as  master,  factor,  or 
owner,  bjiild,  fit,equip,load,  or  otherwise  prepare 
an][  ahip  or  vessel,  io  aoy  partoi  place  wiibiattra 
jurifidiction  of  tbe  United  States,  nor  shall  cioie 
any  ship  or  vessel  Id  sail  from  any  port  or  place 
within  the  saioe,  for. the  [lurpoie  of  ptocuiing  any 
negro, -mulatto,  or  person  of  color,  from  any  for- 
eign kingdom,  place,  or  country,  to  be  transported 
to 'any  port  or  place  whatsoever,  within  thejurio- 
diation.  of  the  United  Stales,  to  be  held,  sold,  or 
disposed  of  as  slaves,  or  to  be  held  to  eemce  or  la- 
bor: and  if  any  »hip  or  vessel  shall  be  so  fitted 
oat  for  the  purpose  aforesaid, -drsbali  be  caused  M 
sail  s»  as  aforesaid,  ever]'  sucb  ship  or  vesaelr  her 
tackle,  appaiel,  and  furoiture,  shall  be  forfeited  to 
the  United  Stales,  and  thall  be  liable  to  be  seized^ 
prooeouted^  and  condemned,  in  any  of  the  aircuit 
courts  or-dietrict  ebiiTts,  for  the  district  whare  the 
widjbiB  or  vestfel  may,  be  found  or  seized, 

^sc.%.,And  be  it JurUier  enacted,  That  all  ^nd 
every  patfon  »o  building,  fiiiiog  out,  equipping, 
loadiiu,  or  otherwise  preparing  or  seodiog  away, 
any  snip  or  vessel,  ,k  do  wing  or  intending  that 
tbe  same  shall  be  employed  m  such  tnde  or  bu»- 
iness,  from  an^  after  the  first  day  of  January,  0B9 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  ei^ht, contrary  to  the 
true  inteot  and  mieBniog  .of  .ibiB  act,  or. any  ways 
aidiag  or  abetting  therein,  shall  severally  forfeit 
and  pay  twenty  thousand  doilats,  one  moietf 
thereof  to  the  use  of  tbe  United  States,  And  the 
other  moiely  to  the  use  of  apy  person  or  persona 
who  shall  sue  for  nud  prdsecute  tne  same  to  effect. 
Sac  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  If  any  citi- 
zen iH  citizens  ^of  the  United  Slates,  01  any  per- 
son resident  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  same, 
•ball,  (foot  and  after  tbe  first  day  of  Januarr,  one 
tbousanil  eight  hnqdred  dud  eight,  take  00  Doard, 
receive,  or  transport,  from  any  of  Ibe  coasts  ni 
kingdoms  of  Africa,  or.  from  tvy  other  foreign 
kingdom,  place,  or  country,  any  negro,  mulatto, 
or  person  of  color,  in  any.iihtp  or  vessel,  for  the 
pnrposa  of  selling  them  in<iny  port  or  place  witb- 
in  inn  jurisdiction  of  the  Untied  States  as  slave*, 
or  10  be  held  10  service  or  labor,  or  shall  be  in  any 
Wnyi  aiding,  or  abeuiag  therein,  snch  citizen  or 
ottizenc,  or  person,  shall  eeiverally  forfeit  and  pay 
five  ibouaanA  doUan,  one  laotety  iherwf  Jq  tliia 
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PMie  AcU  af  Omgrat. 


me  of  any  n 
proiMUte  tli< 

or  vand  in  which  such  Dffro,  mnlattti,  or  penon 
of  color,  xhalt  hare  been  laken  on  board,  reeelretl, 
or  traniporied,  as  aforFsaid,  her  tackle,  apparel,  aod 
Ibrnitare,  and-ifae  good*  and  effeett  whirD  aliall  be 
fc«ii<t  on  board  tbe  ume,  ihall  be  forfeiwd  to  the 
Uoiled  Statci,  aad  ahall  be  liaUe  to  be  ae(»d, 
proaMBted,  and  eoDAnnaed  in  any  of  the  cireoit 
eonnaar  diitrict  eourti  in  the  diitriec  where 
iha  lajd  vliip  or  Taiael  may  be  fonnd  or  itized. 
And  neittter  tbe  impotter,  nor  an;  penon  or  per- 
MDa  elaiming  ftom  or  nnder  bim,  bmII  held  any 
right  or  title  whataoerer  to  any  o^ro,  mytano, 
«r  paraoa  of  cotot,  nor  to  the  lerrica  or  hbor 
thereof  who  m«y  be  tnipwted  or  brought  irithin 
tbe  United  Stale*,  or  lerriierie*  thervof,  in  Tfola- 
lion  of  thii  law,  bnt  the  Mipe  ritall  reniain  tub- 
JMi  to.any  regulations  not  eoniravpnivg  the  pro- 
TtaioDi  oi  Ibis  aei,  which  the  Legidatnm  of  tbe 
(areral  Statet  or  TMritoriei  At  any  tinlB  hereafter 
may  nMk«,  for  diapoaiog  of  any  snch  negro,  mn- 
iMto,  or  peraoii  of  cotdr. 

8k.  &  And  be  it  Atrtka- enacted.  Thai,  if  any 
citiaeivorcltixeiiaof  (he  United  State*,  or  any  oi  bat 
pcnoD  re*ldenl  within  thejuriadietion  of  the  aame, 
iball,  from  and  after  th«  flrit  day  of  Janaary,  one 
Aonaand  eight  hundred  abd  eight, «ontrary  lo  the 
tne  intent  and  mNalngof  thi*  a«t,tftke  on  board 
aiy.thip  O^  vewellrotii  any  of  ih«eoBits  orkiog- 
Atnaa  of  Africa,  or  from  any  other  foreign  king- 
dom, place,  or  aonntry,  any  oegro.  ninlatto,  or.pef^ 
■no  of  color,  with  intent  to  aell  him,  her,  or  them, 
fota^ve  or  starea,  or  to  be  held,  to  kerviee  or 
Iftbor,  tad  BhaU  transport  the  aame  to  any  ^rt  or 
ylaocwithln  the  j«ri»dictienof  the  United  States: 
Bsd  there  *ell  aoch  negro,  mn  I  at  to,  or'person  of 
color,  so  traa^nrted  as  aforesaid,  for  a  V>*^<  »r  to 
b«  iieM  t«  aerrioc  or  labor,  erery  *tich  t)ffen4e^ 
■baH  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  high  .mUdemeanor ; 
and  being  thereof  cooTieied  before  anycoaK  har- 
ing  compeMnt  jorisdielioii,  shall  nSer  imprnon- 
m*at  for  not  more  than  ten  year*,  oor  less  than 
Av«  ynrs,  and  be  Sued  not  exceeding  ten  thou- 
amd  dollars,  ncr  less  than  one  thousand  ddlan. 

Sbc.  fc  Atid  be  it  further  enaaUd,  That,  If  any 
peraon  or  jMrsoni  whataoaTer  shall,  front  aad  after 
Ike  first  day  of  January,  one  [bouiand  eight  hira- 
dred  atid  «ight,  purchase  or  «eU  aDy  negro,  malat- 
■o,  or  person  of  color,  for  a  slave,  or  to  be  held  to 
scrnee  or  labor,  who  shall  have  been  imported  or 
brought  from  any  foreijgB  kiitgdon,  plaoe,  or  cOnn- 
try,  or  from  the  dominioAa  of  any  foreign  State 
immediately  adjoininirto  the  Ualted  Bisies,  into 
any  port  or  place  within  tbe  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  StaieB,afler  the  taat  day  of  December,  one 
ibonntid  eight  hundred  and  seTen,  knowing  at  the 
limeof  sBch  pnrahase  or  sale  Mich  ne^.mutaiio, 


t  and  teller  shall   severally  forfeit  and 
payfor  every  n^gro,  miriatto,  or  person  of  color,  so 

Cnrcbased  or  sold  as  aforesaid,  eight  bnndred  dol- 
irs~-one  moiety  ihereofto  the  United  Stales,  and 
ihc  other  moiety  to  the  nse  of  any  person  or  per- 
aau  who  shall  *ae  for  and  praaeente  tha  i 


eStet:  Pnmded,  That  tbe  afbresaid  -foTfEiiaK 
shtll  not  extend  t»  the  seller  or  pvrcfaaser  tX  any 
negro,  mulatto,  or  person  of  eolor,  who  may  be  soM 
or  disposed  of  in  virtue  of  any  regulation  which 
mayhereafterbetBadk  bThnyof  the  Lt^shtures 
of  the  savesal  Staies'in  tnat  respect,  in  nursoance 
of  this  act  and  ihc  ConstitutioD  of  the  United 
States. 

8x0. 7.  And  be  it  /itrtAer  MbcM,  That,  if  way 
ship  or  Teasel  shall  he  fbuud,  from  and  'afler  the 
Srst  day  of  JBumir^,  one  thonaaod  eight  buudred 
aad  eight,  in  any  nver,  port,  "bay,  or  harbor,  or  on 
tbe  hi([h'  seas,  witbiti  tbe  ^urisdielional  limits  of 
the  United  8Mtas,'or  hovering  on  the  coast  there- 
of, huTiiw  en  bourd  anyi]egro,'nibluito,or  person 
of  color,  (or  tbe  tnrpoee  of  selling  tbem  as  stares, 
or  with  intent  toland  thesameiaBDyport  or^ee 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  Slates,  con- 
trary to  the  prahtbhinnoflhisact,  erCrysachsbry 
or  reaatl.  to{tetlier  with  her  laeUa,  apparel,  aud 
fttraiinnt  and  tbe  ^ood*  or  edbet*  Which  ■ball  be 
found  on  board  the  same,  shall  be  forftiiied  to  tbe 
use  of  the  United  States,  Aid  maybe  aeized,  pro*- 
eeiited,and  eoodetODcd,  l^tBy-ceunortheUnited 
State*  having  JDriadietran  tbertaf.  And  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  tbe  Prettdent  of  the  Vniud  States, 
and  he  is  herebf  Mithori«ed,  abotlld'  he  deem  it 
expedient,  lo  Muse  any  of  iIm  armed  rcssels  of 
the  United  eiates  M  be  nanned  md  emfrfoTed  to 
orblae  on  any  part  «f  the  coast  of-tbe  United  States, 
or  territories  tBereof.wbenbemayjudgeMiempts 
will  bei»adet()^oiateTlMp;«Tisionsof  thi&aet, 
and  to  Instruct  and  dIrMt  the  commanders  at 
armed  retaeta  of  tha  United  Staiea  to  scire,  tak^ 
and  bring  into  ny  po«t  of  the  United  Sibrs,  uU 
rach'shipe  or  veasds,  abd  moreov«r  to  aeiza,  Take, 
and  bring  into  ny  fibrt  of  tbe  UnilM  Suiea,  all 
sbcpaor  resselsof  the  United  State*,  wherceeerer 
found  an  the  high  -sms,  oontiuvehiog  the  prori- 
stourof  this  act,  to' be  proceeded  agBfuat  aeeord- 
iugiohtwyand  ttt*eaptBlit,mact«r,oreoiBViaBder 
of  every  strab  ahip  or  veaseL  ea  foknd  and  seized 
l*^ore«id,sbBll  h^  daemed  gtritiyofB  bfgb  mia- 
dameanor,  and  sbnil  be  HaWe  to  be  pfoaeeuied 
beforeasy  eeartof  the  UiHtAlfliates  baring fnris- 
dieilOB  thenof;afld  being  thereof  cpnrKted,  shall 
be  #ned  not  exeecdiog  ten  theaMnd  dollars,  and 
be  imprisoned  not  Icsa  than  two  years,  and  not  ex- 
ceeding fonr  years.  And  the'  prtoeeeda  of  nil  tbipe 
and  vesaetB,  thair  twefcle,  apparel,  and  futnirare, 
iBd  tbe  goods  and  effects  on  board  of  ihem,  which 
shall  fae  SB  seized,  proieeincd,  and  eoodemoed, 
shall  be  diridedequaMy  between  the  United  Siaiaa 
and  tbe  officers  aud  men  who  shall  nrtbe  such  scis- 
Bre,  take, or  bringibe  wme  hMopon  for eondem- 
naiion,  whether  sacfa  seianre  be  made  by  an  artned 
*ca«al  of  the  Unhed  Btatet  or  rerenne  cotter  ttiere- 
.of;  Md  tbe  aame  shftU  he  diauribntedia  like  man- 
ner as  is  prorided  by  law  for  the  disCribation  of 
prizes  takoi  f^m«n  eneny:  /Voeided,  That  Uie 
officers  and  men,  to  he  auinled  to  onchnlf  of  the 
proceeds  aforeaaid,  shall  safe  keep  every  ffegvo^ 
mulatto,  or  person  of  color,  found  ou  board  of  any 
Bhiporresselao  by  ibem  seized, taken,  or  brought 
into  port  for  coadeBanatioo,  and  shall  deliver  ererr 
such  negro,  mnlatto,  or  perMm  of  color,  to  sneh 
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person  or  perMoa  is  Aalt  be  appointed  br 
specme  Statei  to  receive  the  nine ;  and  if  i 
peraon  or  penoss  iball  beappointed  by  the  teapeet- 
ire  Siatei,  thejr  sball  deliver  erery  such  DMfro, 
BiiUuo,«r  perton xfoohir, to  tbe oratSeers ofthe 
poor  of  tha  son  or  plaoe  where  lueh  ship  ar  vea- 
sd  may  be  brougiit  er  fbtind,aad  sball  immedi- 
alElf  tTtnamit  to  ibe  governor  or  chief  magblrate 
of  lAoBttUe  anaceoQBtof  tlinr  pt-oceedingt,  toge- 
ihar  'villi  the  ntniiber  of  eacb'oegroes,  mmtttoea, 
or  peraooa  of  color,  and  a  descriptive  list' of  tba 
same,  that  he  may  give  djraciioas  retpeating  such 
aegroes,  -mUlattam,  or  penons  of  color. 

Sbo.8.  AndlMitfitrthereiMtt€d,Tiittao^[t 
tain,  masHr,  ot  cmnmaodN  of  any  tbip  or  veiael 
of  Ibn  burden  than  forty  loaa^fbal),  from  and  afiet 
ihefiiat  daf  of  January,  one  ihonacnd  eight  hun- 
dred and  eight,  take  on  board  and  Iranapwlany 
negro,  malatio,  or  person  of  eolor,  toanyport  or 
plaee  whatsoever,  far  ibenurpMe  of  selling  or  dib- 
poaing  Of  tbe'tame  aa  a  slare,  or'wiib  intent  thai 
the  saaM  may  beaoU  or  ^ispoted'of  te  be  held  to 
lervioe  or  _  labor,  on  penalty  of  forfeitiBg  for 


the  Bum  «f  «ighl  hoodred  doUan— oae  moiety 
thereof  to  the  nse  of  the  Uoiied  Stares,  ahd  tbe 
other  moiety  to  asypenon  or  penoos  who  shnlt 


jng.onboar 
T  or  inland  Bay  of  tbe  sea,  within  ihi.-  ji 
ritdiction  of  the  United  States, -any  negro,  tau- 
latlo,  or  person  of  eulor,  (not  imported  contrary  to 
the  provisioDH  «f  this  act)  is  any  vessel  oi  speeies 
of  cr«ft  wh'atever. 

Scc-dt  Andbeitfitrthertnacted,  That  the  cap- 
tain, master,  Dr. cominaader  of  any  ship  or  vessel, 
of  the  burden  of  forty  tons  or  more,  from  and  after 
the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
died  and  eight,  saitiog  coastwise  from  aoy  port  in 
the  United  States  to  any  port  or  place  wiihia  the 
JDrisdiction  of  the  same,  baring  on  board  any  ne- 
gro, mulatto,  or  person  of  color,  for  the  purpose 
M  ir«ii«port»g  then  to  he  aold  or  dispoaed  of  ais 
slarea,  w  to  be  held  to  aerviae  or'labor,  sbaH,  pre- 
vioai  to  the  deMriure  of  sneh  ahipor  vessel,  make 
out  and  sahKrim  duplicate  manitests  of  everv  Mieh 
negro,  mulatto,  or  perton  of  color,  oo  board  saofa 
■hip  or  vesKl,  therein  specifyine  tb«  name  aad 
■az  of  each  pertoo,  their  age  aoaatature,  as  aeer 
M  may  be,  and  the  c^sa  to  wbtcb  they  reapoet- 
ivily  belong,  wbetbet  negro,  innlBtio,.orperaoli  of 
color,  with  the  name  and  place. of  rCatdeiice  of 
every  xrwner  or  shipper  of  the  same,  and  ahall  de- 
liver anch  BMrtifeata  to  the  collector  of  the  port,  if 
there  be  one ;  otherwise  to  the  surveyor,  before 
whom  the  captain,  maBWr,'Or  oommaoder,  (okb- 
tbet  with  the  owner  or  shipper,  aball  severally 
swear  or  affirm,  lo  the  best  of  their  knowledge  and 
belief,  that  tbe  persona  therein  apecified  were  not 
iitonted  or  brought  into  the  United  Suien  from 
and  after  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousaail 
auht  hundred  end  eight,  and  that  vuder  tha  laws 
of  the  State  ihey  are  held  lo  Mrrie*  or  labor; 
whereupon,  tke  Aid  eoUeeloi  et  aiurvyor  ahall 


eaamein  the  eaid  manifesta,  one  of  which 
eiuro  to  the  said  eapietn,  maiter,  dr  com- 
mander, with  a  pernii,  specifying  ibereon  the 
Bumher,  names,  and  general  description  of  stick 
persons,  and  auiboriziog  him  to  proceed  to  the  port 
of  his  destination.  And  if  any  ship  Or  vessel,  be- 
ing laden  and  deslioed  a?  aforesaid,  shall  depart 
from  the  port  where  she  may  then  be^witbom  the 
eeptaio.  OMSter,  ot  commander  haviag  first  made 
Hit  aaa  subactibed  duplicate-  manifests  of  evenr 
legro,  mulatto, and  person iif  color, on  board  an ek 
ibip  or  veisel  at  aforesaid,  and  wiiboul  luving 
previously  delivered  the  same  to  the  said  collector 
or  surveyor,  and  obtained  a  permit,  in  manner  aa 
herein  required,  er  shall,  previous  lo  her  arrival 
at  Ibe  port  of  her  destination,  take  oo  board  anf 
negro,  mulatto,  or  person  af  eolor,  other  than  thoM 
speciSed  in  ihe  manifests  a*  aforeaaid,  every  aoch 
•hip  «r  vessel,  together  with  her  taekla,  appard, 
anu  furniture,  shall  be  forfeited  to  the  u«e  M  the 
United  Stales,  and  may  be  seized,  prosecuted,  aad 
condemued,  inany  eourl  of  the  United  Siateu  hav- 
ing  jurisdiction  thereof;  and  tha  captain,  maatei. 
or  eDmiBandet  ofeyery  snch  ship  or  reosel  BhaU 
moreover  forfeit,  for  every  such  aCgro.  mulBlto.or 
person  of  color,  so  iratisportedor  taken  on  board, 
contrary  to  the  provigions  of  this  aot,  the  sum  of 
one  .tbodsaad  dollars — one  rooiciy  (hereof. to  the 
United  States  and  the  oibe[  oioieiy  to  the  tiae  of 
any  person  ot  peraooa  who  shall  rae  for  and  proa- 
ecule  the  same  to  effect. 

Sbc.  10.  And  be  itjurther  mdtitd.  That  the 
captain,  master,  or  commaiMler  of  every  ship  or 
vessel,  of  the  burden  of  forty  loui  or  more,  from 
and  after  the  first  (fay  of  Jaaaaty,  on*  thousand 
eight  hundred'  and  eight,  sailing  eoastwiae,  «nd 
having  on  boHd  any  Uegre,  taulatto,  br  person  of 
color,  to  sell  or  dispose  of  as  slaves,  or  to  be  held 
to  aetviee  or  labor,  aad  arriving  in  any  port  with- 
in the  jurisdiction  of  the  Uniied  States,  from  any 
other  port  within  the  same,  shall,  previous  to  the 
unladiiu  or  pulling  on  shore  any  of  the  pertoaa 
aforeaaid,  or  Bufferias  them  togooiisbore,(ileUv(T 
a  the  collector,  if  there  be  one^or  if  aot,.  to  th« 
surveyor  residing  al  the  port  of  her  arrival,  the 
toanifesi  cerlifiea  by  the  colleetor  or  surveyor  of 
the  port  from  whence  she  sailed,  as  i)  herein  be- 
fore directed,  talbe  trulh  of  which,  before  such 
officer,  he  ahalljwesr  or  affirm,  and  if  the  collec- 
tor or  surveyor  abaJJ  be  sausfied  therewith,  be 
shall  thereupon  grant  a  permit  for  unlading  w 
suderin^  such  negro,  mulatto,  or  person  of  colw, 
to  be  put  OB  shore ;  and  if  ihe  captain,  mister,  ar 
commander  of  any  such  ship  or  vessel,  being  laden 
as  aforesaid,  shall  oeglect  or  refuse  to  delinrer  the 
maoifesi  ii  the  lime  BOd  in  the  manner  herein 
directed,  or  ahall  land  or  put  on  shore  any  negro, 
mulatto  or  penqn  of  color,  for  the  pnrpoae  afore- 
said, be/ore  lie  sliaU  have. delivered  his  manifeat 
as  aforesaid,  and  obtained  a  permit  for  that  pur- 
pose, every  such  captain,  master,  or  commander, 
shall  forfeit  and  pay  ten  thoiuttfld  dollam,  mm 
moiety  iheieof  to  the  United  Slates,  the  other 
moiety  to  the  use  of  any  person  or  persons  who 
shall  stie  for  and  prosecute  the  same  to  eficcL 
Approved,  Uarch  2, 1807. 
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Aa  Ael  to  ndnm  (lu  •xpaniM  attaDdiBg  lb»  kdaiBl*- 
Intion  of  jwtws  in  lh«  Dbttid  of  Colnnbia. 
Be  it  enacUd,  fe.,  Thit,  Tor  the  t«rvice  ot*tj 
writ,  warruii,  BittehnrDt,  lummoDs,  or  order  of 
court,  the  mtrstutl  Tor  the  District  of  Columbia, 
•hall  be  entiilsd  lo  receive  the  fee  of  fiflf  cents 


idI;,  for  each  penoD  oit  whom  aerred  ;  end  for 

!;  an;  bond  repaired  by  law,  a  fee  of  '  ' 
J  i   aad  for  luch   servicei  ai  are 


the  taki 


MameraieJ  in  this,  ai  Mme  other  act  of  CongreM, 
he  ehall  receire  the  like  fees  and  compenutioD, 
if  thef  be  perforcned  in  the  county  of  Aleiaodria, 
M  by  the  lawi  of  Virginia,  in  force  on  the  Snt 
Monday  of  December,  io  the  jeat  eigbiesD  boQ' 
dred,  were  altowed  to  the  sheriff  of  a  county,  for 
the  tike  serTieet  j  and  if  they  be  performed  in'lhe 
county  of  Washington,  the  like  leea  apd  eompen- 
aation,  as  by  the  Uws  ot  Maryland,  io  force  on  the 
day  last  nteDtioned)  were  allowed  to  a  sheriff  of  a 
conoty,  iB  Maryland,  for  the  like  terTieea. 

Sao.  9.  And  be  it  Jiirther  maettd.  That  the 
clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, for  the  eouMr  of  AlexBodTla,  ahall  be 
entitled  to  receire  for  h1i  eervieeij  the  same  feek 
Only,  ai  by  the  laws  of  Virviaia,  la  forte  on  the 
day  last  mentioned,  were  alTowed  to  the  clerk  of 
iha  district  coort  in  that  State,  for  th»  like  serri- 
gm;  id  ebanceryproeeedinss,  ifae  same  fees  only, 
as  were  albwed  by  the  said  laws  to  the  clerk  of 
the  high  cMrt  of  chancery,  in  the  said  State,  for 
like  services;  and  for  such  services  as  were  not, 
b^  the  said  taws,  lo  be  performed  by  the  clerk  of 
uiher  of  the  said  courts  in  Virginia,  he  shall  re- 
eeiva  such  fees  only  as  were  allowed  by  the  said 
laws,  to  the  clerk  of  a  county  court  in  (he  said 
State,  for  the  like  sernees. 

Sac  3.  And  bt  it  ^rther  enoefeti.  That  the 
clerk  of  ihe  ssid  cireait  coort  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,  for  Ihe  conoty  of  WashioetoD,  vhall 
be  entitled  lo  receive  the  same  fees  only,  for  his 
aervicw,  as  by  the  laws  of  Maryland,  in  foTce  on 
the  said  first  Monday  of  Deeenber,  in  the  re«T 
eighteen  hundred,  were  allowed  lo  (he  clerk  of 
the  Qeoeral  Court  of  Maryland,  for  the  like  ser- 
vices ;  and  for  hit  serriqes  in  chaaifery  proceeds 
ion,  the  same  fees  only,  as  byibe  seld  laws  wn« 
allowed  to  (ha  roister  of  Ihe  court  of  chancery  of 
Maryland,  for  the  tike  servjeei;  aod  for  such  ser- 
vices as  were  not,  by  the  said  laws,  to  be  perform- 
ed by  the  taid  clerk  of  the  said  Qi^neral  Court,  or 
by  the  said  regnter,  he  shall  be  allowed  such  fees 
and  compensation  only,  as  by  the  said  laws  were 
allowed  to  a  clerk  of  >  eotmiy  coort  in  Maryland, 
for  (he  like  services ;  Provided,  That  nolhtng  ia 
this  act  shall  prevent  the  said  marshal  and  elerk 
from  receivfogthetr  daily  eompeosatioD  forattend- 


lawB'afc 


That  su<h 


ing  court  as  heretofore. 

Sbc.  4.  And* 
of  the  said  fees  as,  by-the  laws 
chargeable  in  tobacco,  shall  be  paid  in  money,  at 
the  rale  of  one  dollar  aod  seveoiy  five  cents  for 
one  hundred  ponads  of  tobacco.  And  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  said  marshal,  and  the  said  derk, 
of  Ihe  said  circuit  coort,  respectively,  lo  make  a 
table  of  their  respective  fees,  io  dollars  and  oenla 
according  to  this  aet ;  and  to  keep  a  oopythereof 


at  all  timea,  azpoaed  to  public  view,  in  their  re* 
speciive  offices;  and  all  fees  and  coats  shall  be 
taxed,  and  fee  btUs  for  colteetioD  stated  in  mooey 
only. 

Sbc.  5.  Aitdbeit/arlkerenacltd;  That  in  nits 
at  common  taw  in  tba  said  circnh  court  the  taxa- 
ble fee  to  an  fcttoniey.  shall  be  five  dollara  only ; 
and  in  suits  in  ehaaeerr,  the  taxable  fe«  to  a 
solicitor  shall  be  tea  dollars  only:  Prowided, 
Thai  noihins  in  ihiahel  shall  extend  to  the  offieid 
services  of  me  -attorney  of  the  Unked  Stataa  for 
the  District  of  Ct^umbta. 

Sac.  6.  And  be  it  fi$Hher  eHoeUd.  That  «U 
Itnporary  slaioierof'  the  Siatea  of  Vliwtnin  and 
Marylnud,  which,  by  the  first  seetioa  of  the  act 
concerning  the  District  of  Oolnmhia,  p«wad  <m 
the  tweoCT-aeventh  of  Febraary,  one  thlwsand 
ei^ht  hundred  nd  one,  were  adopted  for  the  aaid 
District,  shall  not. expire  within  the  taid  Diatriei, 
by  virlne  of  any  linilalion  ia  said  atatoiea  coa- 
tained ;  bnt^ball  remain  in  fore#  as  at  the  tine 
of  their  adoption,  onteea  other  pwviaion  has  been 
or  shall  be  made  by  CoDgress  respeetlfag  the  same. 

Sac.  7.  And-  be  it^JvUur  emaeud,  Thu  all 
laws,  nnd  parts  of  Uws,  contrarr  to,  or  ineonsis- 
teM  with  thisBot,  shall  be,  and  the  a»iao  are  here- 
by reptaled. 

This  act  shall  comiBeaee  aid  be  io  fme  fron 
aad  after  the  passing  thereof. 

Approved,  March  3,  1807. 

An  Act  allowing  an  additional  compensitiott  to  the 

iodgu  of  Ilia  Miisisstppi,  Indisns,  Michigan,  and 

LoninsAB  TeiritDiieB. 

Be  it  tnacttd,  f  c,  Thai  each  of  tike  Jodgea  of 
the  Mississippi,  Indiana,  Michigan,  and  liOnia- 
atiB  Territones^ appointed  under  the  audiarity  of 
the  United  S^ies,  be  entitled  to  the  annual  sum 
of  twelve  hundred  dollars,  ih  lieu  of  his  preaeat 
compenaaiion,  to  commence  on  the  first  day  of 
January  lasL 

Approved,  March  3,  1807. 

An  ^lA  lashiBf  mpeopritf  odSB  Jbr  fioi^mg  AeaaBlfa 
wing  of  u«  Capitol,  and  lor  alhss  pnrpoaaa. 


Bt  it  etfaettd,  fc,  That,  in  addition  to  the  ap- 
prOpnaiiont  already  made,  the  follawiag'  soma  of 
money  shall  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  appso- 

friated,  to  be  aftplied  nnder  the  dii«cliao  oi  Iha 
resident  of  the  tJoired  Blatee,  to  the  porpoaes 
hereiiuifter  mentioned,  that  is  to  say: 

For  finishing  the  sonth  wing  of  the  Oapinri, 
twenty-five  thousand  dollars. 

For  turnishihg  the  same  for  the  aceoaamoda- 
tion  of  the  Honte  of  Representativea  fifteen  thoa- 
aand  dollars. 

For  making  a  new  roof,  and. other  tepain  to 
the  north  wing  of  the  Capitol,  iweBly-five  thiMi- 
safld  dollars. 

For  opening  and  repairiof  avenoes  and  reads 
within  the  (erriiorr  or  Columbia,  three  thottsand 
dollars. 

For  refMirs  and  improTemevta  on  the  Pra«- 
dent't  hoote,  and  the  lot  of  (round  on  which  the 
same  ataads,  fifkeea  thousand  dollan. 
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Sao.  2.  Amd  be  &  Jwlker  maeteOr  Tbit  tbe 
MTeral  •nms  of  monef  herebjr  appropriated,  ahall 
be  paid  out  of.  any  bmikj  la  fbe  TrMUory  not 
other wue  appropriaifd. 

Approved,  Marefa  3, 1807. 


An  Act  makiag  appiapriaticaMfoiliMniiiaMrtof  Qot- 
ami^aiL  during  the  year  one  thoiuaiw  eight  hun- 
dred and . 


Be  if  enacted,  f  c,  That,  for  the  ezpeDdilm*  of 
the  civil  lut,  iit  the  presenl  jan,  tDcladiiiK  the 
coDtioEent  upsnaea  oftht  leTeral  ilapftitments 
and  omeeri;  for  tjie  eompeiuittioD  of  the  aerefal 
loao  officera  and  their  elerka,  Kid  for  books  ftnd 
atatioDery  for  thenme ;  for  the  payoieDi  of  an- 
nnilifs  and  granti ;  for  the  tuppoit  of  tbe  Hint 
Establiahment ;  for  tbe  c^wnsea  of  iDleccottrse 
with  foreign  naiions;  for  tbe  support  of  light- 
houaea,  beacona,  bnoya,  aad  pgblie  piert ;  for  de- 
fraviog  the  eipenscs  of  aiurey  iog  the  public  lands, 
Miii  for  satisfying  certain  miscellBneoag  cUima ; 
the  following  sume  be,  and  the  raiae  hereby  are 
reepceti^ely  apptojH'iaied,  that  la, i«  aay :    ~ 

For  oompenaaiion  granted  by  law  to  the  Meut- 
bera  of  [be  Sena^  add  House  of  Re preaen talipes, 
tbeir  officera  and  attendants,  estimated  for  a  aes- 
aion  of  four  months  and  a  half  continuance,  two 
hundred  and  one  ibouaand  four  hnadred  and 
twenty-fire  dollar). 

For  the  eipeme  of  fim-wood,  aiationery,  prim- 
■tig,  and  all  -other  eontingeat  expeoaea  of  ibo  two 
Hooaea  of  Congreaa,  twenty-four  ibousand  two 
hundred  dollara. 

For  ali  cpniingent  ezpenaes  of  tbe  librvry,  and 
librarian's  allawaDce,for  the  year  one  ihonaand 
eight  hundred  and  aevf  n,  eight  hundred  doltara. 

For  compensaiioD  to  the  President  and  Vice 
President  of  tbe  United  Sistea,  thirty  tbeuMid 
dollars. 

For  compehaation  to  the  SeeneMry  of  Slate, 
clerks,  and  peraona  employed  in  that  DepartiBent,- 
tbirieen  ihouMad  dollarak 

Fftr  the  incidental  and  ooDtiitgeat  Expenaes  of 
the  aaid  Department,  foor  thousand  two  hundred 
doHara. 

For  printing  an^  distributing  eopiea  of  the  Uwa 
of  the  second  aessioo  of  the  moth  Conmaa,  and 
printinS  the  Uwa  in  newspapers,  eight  thouaaad 
two  hi(ndred  and  fifty  dollua. 

For  apecial  meaKUgeia  charged  with  deapaicbea, 
two  thouaand  dollars. 

For  compensation  tp  the  Secretary  sf  the  Tf  eaa- 
nry,  clerks,  and  pertonaeoiplDred  in  hiaoffice^Mx- 
teen  tboiwinil  aeren  bundted  dollara. 

For  ibe'expeoae  of  translating. foreign  lan- 
guages, allowance  to  the  peraon  employed  in  re.-, 
ceivinf  and  franamitting  passports  and  sea  letters, 
stationery  and  piiniing,  one  inoQaaod  dollsta. 

For  eompcDHlion  to  the  Comptroller  of  tbe 
Treasury,  elerka,  and  peraona  employed-in  bis 
office,  twelve  thousand  aiK  hundred  and  seventy- 
sere  n  dollara. 

Fof  expense  of  atationery,  jviniing,  and  inei- 
deatal  and  contingent  expenaca  of  the  Gomptrol- 
let's  office,  eight  bnndred  dollara. 


For  compensation  to  tbe  AndiCor  of  the  Treas- 
ury, tbe  clerks  and  persona  in  bia  office^  twelve 
thouannd.  two  hundred  dollars. 

For  expenre  of  stationery,  printing,  and  inci- 
dental and  contingent  expenses  in  the  office  of  the 
Auditor  of  the  Treasnry.  fire  hundred  dollara. 

For  compensation  to  the  Treasurer,  clerks,  and 

rersoua  equloyed  Jo  his  office,  alx  iboosand  two 
DDilred  and  twenty-aeren  dollara  and  forty-fire 

For  eipeue  of  stationery,  printing,  and  inci- 
dental ana  contingent  expenaes  in  the  Treaauret's 
office,  three  hundred  dollar^. 

For  compen*ation  to  theBegiater  of  the  Treas- 
ury, clerks,  and  peraona  employed  in  his  office, 
sixteen  thousand  and  fifty-two  doUara  and  two 

For  expense  of  stationery  and  prioting  in  tbe 
Register's  office  (Including  hooka  for  tbe  pnblio 
itock,  end  for  the  arrangement  of  tbe  marine  pa- 


pers,) two  thousand  eiKht  hundred  dollars. 

For  purchasing  booka,  mapB,.and  charta  far  ua 
uae  of  tbe  Treasury  Department,  ionr  hundred 


dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Cona- 
missioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  two  hundred  and 
arty  dollars. 

For  fuel,  and  other  contingent  expenses  of  the 
.  Treasure  Department,  four  tnonaano  dollara: 

For  deimying  tbe  expenses  incident  to  the 
Btatiag  and  printing  of  toe  public  accounts,  for 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  nandred  andseren, 
.two  hundred  dollars. 

For  eompeBBttiontoa  Superintendent  employ* 
ed  to  secure  the  buildings  and  records  of  the 
Treasury,  during  the  year  one  ihonaaDd  eight 
hundred  and  seven,  inclndiDg  the  expense  of  two 
watchmen,  and  for  tbe  repair  of.  two  fire  engines, 
buckets,  lanterna,  and  other  incidental  expenaea, 
one  thousand  one  hundred  dollars. 

For  compenaation  to  tbe  flecretary  of  War, 
clerks,  and  persona  employed  in  bia  office,  eleven 
thousand  two  Jivndred  and  fifty  doUan. 

For  the  expense  of  fael,  stationery,  printing, 
end  other  contingent  expenjtes  of  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  one  tnoupaAd  ddlar^ 

For  compenaauon  to  the  Aocoantant  of  tbe 
War  Depart iventjolerka,  and  persona  employed 
in  bia  pffiee,  ten  tbonsaud  nine  handred  and  ten 

.For  contingent  axpensea  in  -the  offiee  of  the 
Accountant  of  the  War  Department,  one.  iboo- 
sand dollars. 

For  compeuMtioo  <o  olerks  «itidoyed  In  the 
Paymaster's  ofllce,  one  thousand  eight  hnndnd 

'  For  fuel  in  the  said  office,  niiiety  dollars. 

For  compeoafiioD  to  the  Pufreyer  of  PabUe 
Supplies,  clerks,  and  persona  employed  in  hit 
office,  and  for  exgwoae  of  stationery,  store  rcn( 
and  foel  for  tbesaid  office,  four  thousand  six  htm- 
dred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secntar^  of  the  Navy, 
clerks,  aod  persona  employed  in  bts  offiee,  nine 
iboasand  eight  hundred  and  teo  dollara. 

For  expense  of  fsel,  atatiosery,  ptiAliB^  and 
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Other  coBriogeHC  •xpsiUM  ia  the  offlcs  of  the  Sci 
MMTf  of  the  N«vjr,  two  ihuannd  dolliri. 

Poi  eorapeDNiioB  M  ihe  AeeounUDt  of  th« 
NtTf,  clerk*,  snd  pertoM  enployed  id  hb  oflfce, 
tan  iDonasod  four  haodred  aM  i«n  dollar*. 

For  coiitiagrBt  expcata  ia  the  office  of  Ac- 
eoontwil  of  tb*  Navy,  five  huadrad  doilin. 

For  eOBfwoMlioo  to  ibe  Poiiaiuiw  Oeaeral. 
to  tha  AMisiaai  Peumaiter  Qeaenl,  and  cletk; 
and  penona  emplof  ed  id  ihe  Pottmaitef  Geoeral'i 
oftca,  foHrteen  ibotueDd'four  handvad  aod  fifir 
doltan. 

For  eipeoie  of  flael,  aaadlsa,  hone*  rent  for  ih* 


Miaer,  iiatioawy,  cheats,  Ae^  exeind' 
paaiei  far  pnMMaiioa,  porlmaDieaM,  mi 
smL  other  expeoMa  inQidaot  to  the  Deporlnent, 


Ihete  beiog  paid  for  by  the  Poiimaiiler  GcDenil, 
Ml  of  the  fuada  of  the  offlee,  two  thonund  five 
biadred  dollaia. 

For  compeuntioa  to  iha  aenni  Loan  officers, 
thirteeo  thooaaad  two  hundred  and  fittv  dolUiri. 

For  compenaaiioa  to  the  clvrfca  of  the  aereral 
ComBiiaaioDen  of  Loana.  aod  foraa  allowaace 
certain  loan  officers  in  lieu  of  clerk  hire,  and  to 
dafrar  the  auihoriiM  ezpeneea  of  the  aereral  Igai 
offiua,  AAeen  ihouMbd  doilara. 

For  contjpeDMiiioa  to  the  SurTcvor  Ghneral,  md 
for  that  of  the  clerk*  emplsjrea  bj  him,  three 
thonaand  two  hnndred  dolUra. 

For  compraratiea  lo  the  Surreyor  of  the  laada 
aoath  of  the  State  of  TeDoeiaee, clerks  emplojred' 
in  hia  uffiee,  ttaiioaerj,  and  other  eoDtiegeacies, 
three  thousand  two  hundred  doilara. 

For  companaaiion  to  the  officers  of  the  Mini : 

Tha  Director,  two  ihontand  dollar*. 

The  Traaauter,  one  thouiaad  two  hundred 
doUan. 

Tb«Asaarer,oDe  thousand  flr«  hundred  doilara. 

The  Chief  Coiosr,  one  tfaonsaod  fife  hnodred 

The  Hekerand  Reflner,  one  thouMtad  fire  hun- 
dred doUam. 

The  Kagiaver, '  oaa  thousand  two  hvndred 
dotlatc. 

Oaa  clatk  at  aeren  hondred  doilara. 

And  two  detka  at  fire  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  wag«s  of  pcraooa  employed  in  the  dif- 
foroot  braachea  of  melting,  caininf,  carpenter's, 
miUwrighi'a,  and  amiib's  work,  iDchidiD^  the  anm 
of  one  inousaad  didlars  per  annnm,  allowed  to  an 
aaaiataat  ooiner,  and  in  forger,  who  alto  oTcr- 
aaae  tba  exeaotitra  of  the  iron  work,  seren  ihou- 
aaod  two  hundred  and  aeveoty-eight  dotlars. 

For  the  repain  of  fnrnaees,  coata  of  rollers  tad 
aorawi,  timber,  bar  iroa,  lead,  atee]^  potaab,  and 
for  all  other  coDiiogeDcietof  the  Mict,  two  thou- 
sand ail  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensaiioD  to  the  Ooreriior,  Jadgea,  and 
Secreury  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  thirteen 
thonaand  dollar*. 

For  incidental  and  contingent  etTMnsca  of  the 
BxecuiiTe  officers  of  the  said  Terrftory,  and  for 
express  hire,  and  compeaMtion  of  an  Indian  in- 
tarpieter,  two  thomand  eight  bnodred  and  fifty 
dollar*. 

For  eompantatiM  to  Ibe  Oorenior,  Ja^ea^and 


For  expense  of  aiaitonetr^affiee  rent,  and  other 
edniingeni  expenses  io  said  Territory,  three  fano- 
dred  and  fifiy  dollars. 

For  compensation  of  the  Qoremor,  Judges, 
and  Secretary  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  fire  thou- 
sand one  haadred  and  fifty  doltao. 

Fbr  cxpenaea  of  aiationery,  offiee  real,  and  otfaet 
oontingeni  espenaea  of  the  aaid  Territory,  three 
hnndrM  and  fifty  dollar*. 

For  compenaation  W  the  Ooraraor,  Jiidgea,  aad 
Becrefary  of  the  Hicbigan  Tertilary,  in  ikoa- 
saad  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollar*. 

Forexpenao  of  a^llionery,  oScareo^  and  other 
conimgent  expenaes  of  the  said  TeffitOTy,  thne 
hundred  and  fifty  dollar*. 

For  sompeosatioB  to  ih«<3ovamor,  Judgea,  asd 
Secretary  of  the  Loaiaiaha  Territory,  fiva  thofl' 
aand  ona  hundred  and  fifty  dollar*.  ' 

For  aKpeaae  of  stationery,  oSce  rant,  and  other 
coatingent  expenac*  of  the  aaid  Territory,  three 
haadred  and  fifty  d«ll«*. 

For  tha  discharge  of  snoh  demands  again*!  the 
United  State*  ODaceoantof  the  civil  department 
not  oiherwiae  proridrd  for,  as  aball  bare  been  ad- 
milled  io  a  dbe course  of  setilemant  at  tbeTreaa- 
urj;,  two  thousand  dolhHs. 

nddiiiooal  compensatiuD  to  the  clerks  of 


exceeding,  for  each  Departmeoi,  mpccliTely,  fif- 
teen per  oentnm,  in  addition  to  Ibe  sums  aJlowed 
by  the  act,  eotiiled  "An  act  to  regulate  and  fix 
the  compeosaiion  of  elark^  and  to  anihorize  the 
laying  out  certain  pabUc  road*,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses,'' thirteen  ibouaand  two  hundred  and  tiziy- 
nine  dollar*. 

For  compensation  granted  by  law  to  tba  Chief 
Justice,  Assoctale  Judges,  and  District  Judgaa  of 
th«  4Jnitad  Slates,  incMding  ihe  Chief  Juatice  aad 
1W0  Associate  Jnogasof  ibeChKrictof  Coltimbie; 
■Co  ihe  Attorney  Omeral  and  to  the  Jtidge  of  the 
District  af  OrManaj  fiftyniae  (honaaad  foot  but- 
drad  dollars. 

For  the  like  cnmpenaatioo  granted  to  the  bct- 
eral'Diatrict  Attorneys  of  the  U)iiied8taMa,thi«e 
thousand  four  bundrad  dollars. 

For  coa)|»enaation  lo  tba  Marshala  of  the  die- 
tricia  of  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  VaranoM,  Kcir- 
lucky,  Ohio,  Beat  and  Weat  Tenaeasee,  aad  Or- 
leans, one  thousand  aix  hundred  doilara. 


icluding  the  Diatrici  of  Columtna,  aa~d-of  jnrora 
and  witneaaea,  in  aid  of  the  funds  artstag  from 
finea,  forfeiture*,  aad  penaliiea,  and  likewise  for 
defraying  tha  expcnaea  of  proseeniioo  for  oO^Mieea 
against  the  United  States,  and  for  aa&4«e^ag  of 
prisoDcrs,  forty  thoniand  dtdlars. 

Por  tba  payment  of  aundry  pensione  gtuitod  by 
the  lata  (SovarMBaat,  aight  hnndred  aad  aixty 
dollars. 

For  ihe  paymeoi  of  the  aanttal  allowance  to 
iha  i  oral  id  pansi  oner*  of  the  United  Siaiea.  from 
the  fifih  ofMaroh,  one  tkoMMid  eight  hiiadMd 
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and  Mveii,  to  tha  fourth  of  Hniah,  ooa  tboiit 
eisht  fanndTed  and  eight,  nioelf-eigfai  tkoataad 
doiiar*. 

For  tke  maiotcDMmandBupjMHt  of  liglit-4i< 
ei,  baasODi,  booffl.  and  pnblie  pun,  and  sUtkntgc 
of  cbaaiiBls,  baia^  and  taoala,  and  .ceftaia  contin-- 
gent  ecBOBMB,  eifhty-llirw-thMiMBd  ni 
died  ana  aizty^oae  doHanaad  eight caMa 

Forvnctinga  ligbt-hoase-OD  3l.  Skdou' 
in  OaoTf  ia,  tbe  foimsr  a(»pfoprialion  t>t  mrea 
thMnaDiTdollata  fbr.that  ebjeai  hariag.  bcaii  ar> 
TtedlotbeaarpluaffDdiiiiiiMeeiithouttBddollara. 

For  anoting  lighl-boiuai  atthe  monthior  Uie 
MiniRippi  rlrei,  and  at  or.  aeat.thapiteliof  Gape 
Laok-attt,'ia  North  CaMliaavia  additioii,  to  taa 
HUDi  bcMtofare  appn>pria(«l  by  law  for  thaaeob- 
jeeta,  Ika  balaaie  of  a  foriser  appro priatloa  for 
tboK  object!,  of  H^eatjbfotiT  thottaaiiii  «jz  hua- 
dced^nd.  twaoty-fiva  dollaia  and' oii>eiy«is.ctiiia, 
hsTing  beea  carried' to  the  aiKploa  fund,  fiE^-fir* 
ihopund  doUam 


For  e 


the 


f  PeooMcot  bay,  the  former  appro- 


dollati  and  eighty  cents. 

For  the  erection  of  beacoua  in  the  barboi 
Ne<r  York,  Id  additioa  to  the  aanis  heretorore  ap- 
propriated, one  Iboofand  two  hundred  doltara. 

For  defraying  ihe  expeas'e*  incarred  in  (Urrey- 
ing  the  eoaat  of  North  Caroliaa,  (ittween  Gape 
HattersB  and  Cap*  Fearj  in  addiifoo  to  the  Bum 
heretofore  a^propriatad  for  that  object,  one  thou- 
sand three  huadreJ  dollars. 

For  eompeiiMtlng  the  ciHniiri*eionerB  in  the 
aforetaid  service  for  the  loss  of  their  effect*  inci' 
deDt  to  the  serTJoe',  on  board  the  rerenue  cutters 
wrecked  at  Ocracock;  the  amoiiat  of  which  loss 
the  aceoaMihg  offieera  of  the  Treaatiry  arc  hai^by 
authorized  to  liquidate  ajut  aUow,u|)i»taatiB&cto- 

S  proof  beinr  exhibited  <o  them  of  auch  Jea^  oaa 
outandsiifiuiidreddollart.   ' 

For  earryrng  od  the  aaraeya  «f  pMie  laikds 
in  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  ia  tha  sereral  Twri- 
tories,  se rant y- three  ifaooaand'  one  hundred  and. 
eighty  dolldTs. 

For  ezpeoses  of  iatareoaiM  with  foreigo  na- 
tions, thirty-three  thoatand  and  fifty.  doUan. 

Far  contingent  expenaa*  of  injwaoMwe  aiith 
foreign  oatioasj  twenty  thowaad  dollata. 

For  eipease*  of' iDtvroeurM  With  tha  fiarbary 
Powers,  fifiy  ihaunad  dollars. - 

Por  GontiDgcni  eapenae*  ofiniaraoonawithiha. 
Barbary  Powers,  fifty  thouaud  dDdlara. 

For  the  reliefand  protection  of  diatraaaed.Amer- 
iean  seamen,  SVe  tbonaaod  doAara. 

For  the -sriattes  of  the  agents  at  Loadoo,  Paria, 
and  hfedrid,  for  proaeonting  claims  in  rohitiaa  to 
captures,  six  tboosand  doUan. 

ForthedieehaTgeof  auch  miaoellaneenrelainM 
against  tha  United  Blatea,  not  otherwise  proTided 
for,  as  sheU  have  been  admitted'  in  due  course  of 
settlement  ai  the  Treasary,  and  whieb  are  of  aj 
nature,  according  to  the  usage  thereof,  to  require 
payment  in  spee^,  four  thousand  dollars. 

8m.  2.  Aid  tn  it  J^rtlUF'  mtxlid,  That  tha  | 


sereral  apprapriaiioBS  heietofora  made  shall  h« 
paid  aad  discba  ........ 

dretl  tboDsand  d 

I  for  ih 

ly  raoneys  in  the  Treaanry  not  etherwke 
appropriated. 
Approred,  March  3,  1807.    ' 


paid  aad  discbarKed  out  of  the  fund  of  sis  buB' 
dretl  tboDsand  dollars,  reserved  fay  an  ae^makiag 
prorisioafor  the  debt  of  the  United  Biatea,  aol 


An  Act  making  eompensaUon  to  Meisn.  Iiewla  and 
Clarke,  and  theti  companioiM. 

Ba  U  eaecttd^  f  c^  That  the  SecDetary  oPWai 
be,  aad  tta  is  bsreby,  directed  to  issue  uitd  \tat^ 
raui*  to  Meriwether  Lewia  and  William  Clarkat 
for  oDo  ihoticand  six  huiijlred.acte*  each  t  to  Jobs 
Oidway^  Nathaniel  Prior,  the  beira  or  koal  rep- 
resooiaiiTes  of  Charles  Floyd,  (deceased.)  Pattieh 
Gast^  William  &attoD,  John  CoUins^o^n  Ooltu^r 
Pier  C/uzatte,  Joseph  Field,  Reuben  F^eld,Bobei« 
Freziet,  Silas  Ooodricii,  Oeorge  Qibioo,  Thomaa 
P.  Howard,  Hugh  Hall,  Fraueis  Labuiqha,  Hugh. 
M'Neal^  J,obn.  Shield*,  George.  Shannon,  John 
Potts,  John  BaptJsie  Le  Pace,  John  B.  Thoaimoii, 
William  Werner,  Richard  Wiodaor,  Peter  wisw, 
Alexander  WiHard,  Joseph  Wbit^onse,  Qaowe 
Prglyard.TousOiatCbarboDO,  Richard  Worf^ 
ton,  and  Jobo  Newman,  for  three  hundred  aad 
Eweaty  acres  each :  which  several  warrants  may^ 
at  the  opIioQ  of  the  holder  or  posaeasor,  beloeated 
with  any  register  or  rrgislers  of  the  land  oSteea^ 
Eobeequent  to  the  public  sales  {n  luch  office,  on 
any  of  the  pultUe  laodaofthe  United  Stataa,  lying 
OD  tbjB  west  side  of  the  Mississippi,  thou  and  there 
offered  for  sale,  or  may  be  raeeivcd  at  the  rate  of. 
two  dollars  per  acre,  in  payment  of  any  aoobjtah- 
lic  lands. 

Sec.  3,  And  be  itfvrther  enacted,  Ihu  double 
pay  shall  he  allowei^  by  the  Secretary  of  War,tD 
each  of  the  before  named  persons,  agraHthly.  to 
the  time  he  or  they  may  hue  served,  in  the  late 
enterprUB  to  the  Pacific  Oceao,  conducted  J)y 
Ueasrs.  Lewis  and  Claike,  and  thu.  the  sum  ofl 
elereix  thousand  dollars,  be  and  the  same  hereby 
is  appropriated  to  discharge  the  sam^  out  of  any 
moneys  in  the  Tieawiy  not  otherwise  «|ipT0pn7 

Approved,  Maxsh  3, 1807. 

B  Act  ispadirtg  ths  acta  lafu^  dottM  cm  jah,  aad 
ooDtinuiiif  in  feres  for  a  forthw  time  the  ftiat  section 
of  the  B^  eatid^  ."An  aol  farfhsf  to  ^tMeet  tha 
Mmmares  and  seamen  of  (ha  UnUad  BMia  against 
tha  Bubary  Powers." 

&  i(  ««actal,fc.i.That,  from  and  after  the  tUr- 
tietb  day  of  June  aeit,  the  act,  eatitlad  ".^  aet 
laying  an  additional  dsty  on  salt  imported  iuiO' 
the  United  Staleit  and  for  other  purposes,"  passed- 
the  eighth  day  of  July,  one  thousand  seeen  hna- 
dfed  and  ninet^aeven,  shall  tie,  and  the  sama 
tiereby  is,  rppealed,  and  that,  from  aad  after  the 
Ihirty-Urst  day  of  Dcoewber  Dext,so  muebafany 
act  as  lays  a  duty  on  imported  salt  be,  and  the 
same  hereby  is,  repealed  ;  aod,  from  aad  aifterihe 
day  last  aforesaid,  salt  shall  be  imported  into  the 
United  States  free  of  duty ;  Promdtd,  That  for. 
ths  ncovety  atd  leciipt  of  asoh  duieaaa  ahalL 
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hare  kccrned,  and  od  iha  dm^a  tfomaid,  mpc«t- 
ivelf,  remaia  autsuiidiiig,  sod  for  the  recovery 
and  diiliibuiian  of  finei,  penmliiei,  and  forfeiiaKa, 
and  tbe  remiMioo  thereof,  which  aka  11  hare  been 
incarred  before  aod  oatha  aaid  daya,  reapeetivel^, 
the  proTiiioDi  of  the  aforeMid  act  abaU  remain  in 
filll  force  and  virtue. 

Sac.  2.  And  bt  it  further  enacttd,  That,  from 
mod  after  the  first  day  of  Jaaaary  D»t,  »o  much 
of  mxty  act  as  allow*  a  bouulf  on  exported  tall 
proviitona  and  pickled  Oih,  in  lieu  of  drawback  of 
the  daiiei  on  the  salt  employed  in  coriBj  the. 
aame,  and  ao  much  of  any  a«t  as' makea  al- 
lowanco  to  the  own«rt'  aikd  crewa  ef  e«hHif 
tcimIb,  in  liau  of  drawback  of  tbe  datin  paid  oq 
the  aatt  nsed  by  the  tame,  aball  be,  and  the  same 
heraby  ia,  repealed:  Provided,  That  the  provJa- 
i  ona  of  the  aforeaaid  acta  ahaH  remain  in  full  force 
and  virtue  for  the  payment  of  the  bountiea  or  al- 
lowances incumd  or  payable  on  the  Hrttilajr  of 
January  next. 

Sac.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  >o 
mneh  of  the  act,  pasted  on  the  twenty -fifth  day 
of  March,  one  tboatand  eight  haodred  and  -four, 
entitled  "An. act  further  to  protect  the  enmnaerce 
and  aeamen  of  the  United  Stales  agaiott  the  Bar- 
bary  Fowera,"  ax  ■■  coatamtnl  la  the  first  section 
of  the  aaid  act,  be,  and  tbe  same  hereby  is,  con- 
tinued in  force  vniil  the  firai  day  of  January  neit, 
and  DO  longer :  Promded,  kowenrr,  That  tbe  ad  - 
ditional  duty  laid  by  the  aaid  section  shall'  be  col' 
leeted  on  all  auch  good*,  warea,  andnierchaDdiBe, 
liable  to  pay  the  same,  as  shall  hare  been  import- 
ed previoua  to  that  day. 

Approved,  Maieh  3, 1807. 


Be  it  enacted,^.,  That  any  officer  orsoldierof 
the  Virginia  line,  on  conttDental  establish  men  t,  or 
hla  leg^al  repreaentativea,  to  trhom  a  land  warrant 
has iisaed, by  vifiueofany  resoluiion  of  ifaeLegis- 
kture  of  Vi^inie,  as  a  boanty  for  services  which. 
by  ihelawaof  VirgtoLS,  passed  prior  to  the  cession 
oflheNorthwesiern  Territory  to  the  United  SMles. 
en  titled  such  (^cerorioldier  to  bo^  II  trlandsfsbali 
if  the  said  watraal  has  been  or  shall  be  located 
within  tfareeyeara  from  the  twenty-tbivd  of  March- 
neii,  and  a  tnrvey  thereof  has  been  or  ahall  be. 
within  five  years  from  the  said  tweQly-ihird  of 
March  nest,  returned  to  the  office  of  tbe  Secreta- 
ry of  War,  obtain  a  patent  for  the  same.  In  the 
same  manner,  and  on  the  same  conditions,  as  pat- 
ents are  obtained  for  lands  located  and- surveyed 
on  other  warrants  of  the  officers  aod  soldiers  of 
the  Virginia  Ijpe,  on  continentA  estaUishment; 
Pnmded,  That  no  patent  shall  be  obtained  od 
aiicb  TesoluiioD  warrant,  unless  there  it  produced 
10  the  fiecreiary  of  Wat  sat  is  factory  evidence  that 
svch  warrant  was  ^ntcd  fu  servieee  which,  by 
the  laws  of  Virginia  ^**ed  prior  lo  the  cesaion 
of  the  Northwestern  Terrtlor^,  woald  have  en- 
titled sack  officer  or  soldier,  his  heirs  or  attigns, 
toboBitiy  lands,andal30aeerlifioaie  of  the  Begia- 
Uf  oftbt  Land  (MBcaof  Vi^inia-thMaooAer 


warrant  has  issiMd  fram  tbe  said  land  office  for  the 
same  ser  vices. 

Bac.  S.  And  be  iifiaiher  enacted.  That  no  pat- 
ent  shall  be  inned,  by  viitoe  of  the  pracating 
seeiion,  for  a  greater  qoantily  of  lend,  thaa  the 
raak'Or  term  of  service  of  theottoer  or  aoUtCT, 
lo  whom  or  whoae-tcgal  repreaenta^rea  Mich  tee- 
olutioD  wanant  has  been  granted,  woald  haree*- 
litled  him  tonndeTibaforaaaidlawairf  Vinpsiai 
and  wheaevar  it  appeata  to  (he  Secretary  of  War 
thai  tbe  survey- or- an rreys^  made  in  virtue  of  any 
retolutioft  wamat,  >•  fw  a  greater  quantity  uf 
land  than  the  v&.%9x  or-  soldier  is  enlttled  to  foi 
his  services,  the  Seeielaiy  of  War  ahall  eerlify, 
on  iheaaid  snrreyxiraurveyajdieamMintarf'aacK 
surplus  qvantily,  and-  the  omcer  or  aoldier,  bis 
heira- or  aasKDs,  shall  have  Jeave  to  withdraw 
his  survey  ifcn  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  and  reinr vey  bis  location,  excluding  soch 
surplus  quantity,  in-  one  body,  from  any  part  of 
hit  leaurveyj  and  a  patMt  shall  isaiie  upoa  aoeh 

Approved,  Uareh  3, 1807. 


An  Act  regulating  the  gnnla  of  lead  in  the  TsiiilM; 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  all  the  decision*  made 
by  the  commiapionera  appoioied  foe  the  purpose 
of  examining  the  claima  of  peraont  claiming  lends 
in  the  disirict  of  Detroit,  in  lavor  of  such  claim- 
ants, at  entered  In  the  transcript  of  dcciiiona 
which  hare  been  ttanamitted  by  the  aaid  commis- 
sioners, to  the  Secretary  of  ihe  Treasury,  accord- 
ing to  law,  be,  aod  the  same  are  benby  coufirmed. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  ix  further  enacted,  That,  to 
evety  person  or  persons  to  actual  posscsBion,  oc- 
ouoancy,  and  in  prove  men  t,  of  any  traci  or  paicd 
of  land,  inhi>,het,sr  their  own  right,  at  the  time 
of  the  passing  of  this  act,  within  that  pari  of  the 
Terrimry  of  Michigan,  to  which  the  Indian  title 
hai  been  extinguished,  and  which  taid  itaei  or 
parcel  of'  land  waa  aetUed,  occupied,  and  improv- 
ed, by  him,  her,  or  them,  prior  to  and  on  the  fini 
day  of  July,  one  thousaBd  seven  hundred  and 
aiceiy-six,  or  by  some  other  person  or  persona, 
under  whom  he/she, <wt)>ey,hold  or  claim  the  ri^ht 
toiheoecupaiiey,ar  poaaMsioD  thereof.and  which 
said.oeoHpMoy.or  posaeiaien  has  been  cantinaed 
to  ihe  time  of  the  paasing  of  this  act;  the  said 
tiael  or  pMeelof  land  thus  poaseued,  occupied, 
and  improved,  shall  be  nauedj  and  such  occa- 
pantiir  oecupanla  shall  De  cooDtmed  in  the  title 
to  the  sante,aaanesiateof  inheritance,  in  fee  sioi- 
ple :  Prtmded,  AoiMMr,  That  no  other  clainu 
shall  be  confirmed,  by  rirtue  of  this  reauos,  thaa 
such  is  have  been  enteied  -with  the  regisier  a€  the 
land  office  of  Detroit  within  the  iime,aiid  in- the 
manner,  provided  by  law,  and  by  the  commiBsioit' 
era,  aforesaid,  hava  been  inserted  in  their  report, 
traavmilted  as  aforesaid ;  nor  shall  more  than 
one  tract  or  parcel  of  land  be  thus  graiued  to  any 
ODepertan,'aDd  the  same  shall  not  coniaiB  laore 
than  the  quaniitr  claimed,  nor  more  than  six  hun- 


Uitot  «tasd  to  any  tnci  hereiolbte 
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TmerTed,  oi  which  tm^,  by  the  Pre«ideDt  of  tba 
Dnited  States,  be  act  iside  for  pabli*  »k»,  in  the 
town  of  Detroit  and  in  rieinity,  or  on  the  islaad 
of  MichiliiBaekiDac. 

Sbo.  3.  And  b»  U  fiirther  enacted,  That  the 
Secretary  of  the  TerritoTf  of  Michigan,  logetbei 
with  the  rrginiet  and  receirer  of  public  nione;: 
of  the  Ifttid  office  of  Detroit,  shall  b«  cominissioD' 
«rs  for  the  purpose  at  ucertaioipg  and  deciding 
00  ibe  rigEK  of  penons  claimJDg  the  benefit  of 
thit  act ;  and  the  *sid  commissioner*  ahall,  pre- 
rioua  to  eoteriDs  on  the  duties  of  their  appoiqt- 
ment,  reHpecIiTeTy .  take  and  subscribe  -  the  fol- 
lowing oath  or  affirmation,  before  some  person 

qnaliGed  to  administer  the  ssme;  I,  — — ,  do 

eolemnly  swear  (or  affirm)  that  1  will  intpartJany 
exercise  and  discbarge  the  dntifs  impoiied  apon 
me,  by  an  act  of  Congreis,  eoiitled  "An  act 
regulation  the  gfantt  of  laod  hi  the  Territory 
of  Michigan."  And  it  sball  be  the  duty. of  tb^ 
said  coraroissioners  to  meet  at  the  town  of  Detroit, 
on  or  before  the  first  day  of  Jnly  next,  and  they 
shall  Dot  adjourn  to  any  other  place,  oi  for  any 
longer  tioie  than  three  days,  until  the  first  day  of 
January  next;  or  Qoiil  they  bare  completed  the 
bnsineus  of  their  appointmeot.  Aod  the  said 
commlssianerp,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  havd 
power  to  bear  and  decide  in  a  sumoiary  manner, 
ail  matters  re^wciing  such  claims,  to  compel 
the  attendahce  pf  wiioesset,  to  adtnioisier  ostbi 
and  examine  witnesses,  and  such  other  tesli- 
mony  as  may  be  adduced,  and  to  determine  there- 
on acGOtding  to  iosltce  and  eqaity.  Minutes  of 
the  proceedings,  decisions,  meetinsa,  and  adjoarn- 
ments  of  the  board,  shall  be  regularly  entered  by 
the  register.  In  a  book  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose, 
tc^ether  with  the  evidence  on  whli:h  sucn  decit' 
ions  are  made,  unlesa  such  evidence  has  already 
been  entered  acctM^ing  to  law  in  the  book  oi  books 
of  minutes,  kept  by  the  commissioners  appointed 
oflder  former  acts,  to  inrestigale  the  claims  to 
land  in  the  district  of  Detroit.  Aod  when  itsball 
appear  to  ihe  said  commistioners  that  the  claim- 
ant is  entitled  to  a  tract  of  land  by  virtue  uf  this 
act,  they  ebaU  gfTc  a  cerlificale  thereof,  auting 
the  circumstances  of  the  case,-and  that  tbe  claim- 
ant is  entitled  to  receive  a  patent  for  such  a  tract 
of  bod,  by  virtue  of  this  act ;  which  tract  shall 
be  sorveyed  in  confotmiiy  with  the  decuion  of 
ibe  eommisiioners,  at  the  expense  of  the  parly, 
and  Hsder  the  direction  of  the  surveyor  general, 
by  such  of  his  assistants,  residing  in  tu  Territory 
of  Hiehigan,  aa  ihe  said  aorveyor  generai  aWi 
appoint  lor  that  purpose:  /Vtmi^, ' That  the 
wiiole  expense  of  sur^eyingand  marking  tbe  lines, 
shall  not  exceed  three  dolkir*  for  every  mile  that 
shall  ba  aetually  run,  surveyed,  or  marked.  The 
surveyor  general  sball  tnasBiil  bo  .the  register  of 
tbe  land  o^ce  at  Detroit,  generaland  ptRicular 
plots  of  all  the  lands  surveyed  as  aforesaid,  and 
shallaiao  for  ward  copieaof  the  aaid  plots  to  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury.  Th««om mi ssiooara shall 
transmit  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  a  tran,- 
seriptoflheir  decisions  in  favor  of  Etaimants,  which 
shall  contain  a  statemeitl  of  the  evidence  on  which 
each  respective  claim  is  founded,  ud  ihaU  be 
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signed  by  the  said  commissionent,  and  shall  state 
the  naisea  oT  the  parties  ia  whose  favor  the  cer- 
tificates' have  been  granted,  the  number  of  acres 
gractcd,  and  (he  situation  of  the  land.  And  the 
certificate  and  certificates  granted  as  aforesaid,  by 
ihe  commissioners,  being  duly  entered  with  the 
register  ot.  Ihe  land  office  of  Detroit,  prior  to  (he 
first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  nine,  shall  emille  the  party  or  parties,  as  soon 
as  Ihe  plot  or  plots  aforesaid  ^shall  have  been 
transmitted  to  the  said  register,  to  receive  from 
him  B  certificate  or  certificates,  for  each  of  which 
certiScatee  the  register  shall  receive  one  dollar. 
directed  to  the  Secretary  of  (be  Tiessury  ;  and  it 
it  ^hall  appear  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  said  Sec- 
retary that  such  dertificates  have  been  fairly  ob- 
taiued,  according  to  (he  true  intent  and  meaning 
of  this  act,  tl^n,  and  in  that  case,  patents  shall 
issoe.in  IHte  manner  hs  is  provided  by  taw  for  the 
other  lands  of  (he  United  States. 

Sec.  4.  And  ht  U  Jitrihsr  enacted,  That  the 
towers  vested  byfbis  act  in  the  commistioners 
bo V ^mentioned  shall  not  Extend  to  the  lots  in  the 
to  WD  of  Detroit,  tbe  claims  to  which  shall  be  as- 
certained and  decided  upon. 'in  the  manner  pro- 
vided by  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for 
''  adjustment  of  titles  of  land  in  the  town  of 
roit,  and  Territory  of  Michigan,  and  for  other 
purposes." 

Sec.  5.  And  be  xt'further  enacUd,  That  the 
Secretary  of  (he  Territory  of  Michigan  sball  be 
entitled  to  receive  five  hundred  dollars,  in  full  for 
all  the  services  rendered  by  him  under  ihis  act,  to 
be  paid  out  of  the  sunis  which  have  been  or  mfey 
be  appropriated  for  carrying  Into  effect  (he  several ' 
laws  eoac(ed  for  (he  disposal  of  public  lands,  and 
for  the  sdjuslmeot  of  claims  in  the  Indiana  or 
Michigan  Territories. 
Approved,  March  3,1807. 


An  Act  making  appropriatiaiis  for  earrying  into  oflbM 

a  treaty  between  tbe  Onitad  Stataa  and  tbe  ChSeka. 

■■w  tribe  of  Indjana ;  and  to  aMabHidi  a  land  office 

in  the  Missiiaippl  Teiiitoiy. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^e.,  That,  for  the  purpose  of  car- 
rying into  effect  a  treaty,  made  on  the  twenty- 
third  dav  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  five,  Utween  the  United  States  and  tbe  Chfek- 
asaw  nation  of  Indians,  the  following  sums,  to  be 
paid  ooiofanymoDfysin  the  TreasDrv  not  other- 
wise aporopriated,  be.and  the  same  hereby  are, 
pproprhted,  in  conformity  with  the  stipulatiooa 
ooiained  in  the  said  treaty;  that  is  to  sav:  to 
the  said  Chickasaw  nation,  twenty  thousand  dol- 
lars; to  Gteorge  Colberi  and  O'Koy,  each,  one 
thousand  doliari;  and  to  Chi  a  ubbe  Mingo,  chief 
of  (be  nation,  aa  annuity  of  one  hundrea  dollars, 
during  hit  natural  life. 

Seo.  24  And  be  itjiirther  muicled,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  surveyjr  general  of  the  public 
lands  south  «f  Tennessee,  to  cause  to  be  surveyed 
and  laid  out,  In  the  same  manner  as  is  provided 
by  law  for  the  other  public  lands  in  the^tissis- 
sippi  Territory,  io  much  of  the  lands  ceded  to  tbe 
Untied  Slates  by  the  Chetokacs  and  Cbickatawi 
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M  lie*  wilbio  the  Mid  Terrilorr  J  wid  the  PreM- 
deol  of  ibe  Vahti  St&ies  it  hereby  auihonied, 
wheneTer  he  shall  think  it  proper,  to  eitabliih  a 
land  office  for  the  iale  of  ine  said  laoda,  and  to 
appoint  a  register  of  the  same,  and  a  reeeiier  of 
the  public  mtmcrs  accfutng  from  the  taie  of  the 
Mid  laods,  whose  te«p«tive  emolameois  npd  dn- 
tiei  shall  be  the  ■■me  as  those  of  the  legtana 
and  receiTers  of  the  other  land  ofBoea  in  the  aaid 
Territorr.  *  . 

ApproTod,  March  3, 180T. 


as  to  tsnd  in  the  Tetritories  of 
Oileana  and  Louisiana. 
J3f  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  so  much  of  the  first 
sectioQ  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  sci  fot  ascertain- 
ing aad  adjustiog  [he. titles  and  claims  to  lad d 
within  the  Territory  of  Orleans  and  the  District 
of  Louisiana,"  as  proTides  that  no  incomplete 
title  shall  be  confirmed,  unless  the  person  in 
whose  name  the  warrant  or  «rder  of  sutrejr'had 
been  granted,  was,  at  the  lime  of  its  dat«,  either 
the  head  ofa  family  or  abofe  the  age  oflWeoly- 
one  years,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, repealed. 

Sbq:  2.  And  be  it  /urOtr  enacted,  That  any 
person  or  persons,  and  the  legal  representative  of 
any  person  or  persons,  who,  on  the  twentieth  ds^ 
of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
three,  had  for  ten  eoDsecntive  years  prior  to 
day,  been  in  possession  of  a  tract  of  land 
claimed  by  any  other  person,  and  not  exceeding 
two  thousand  acres,  aid  wbo  were  qm  that  day 
resident  in  the  Territtyy  of  Orleans  or  Louisiana^ 
and  had  still  possesion  of  suoh  tract  of  land,  shal 
be  confirmed  in  ihev  liUes  to  such  tract  of  land 
Provided,  That  no  claim  to  a  lead  mine,  or  salt 
■pring,  shall  be  confirmed  merely  by-ririue  of  this 
section:  And  provided,  aiao.  That  no  more  land 
■hall  be  granted  by  virtue  of  this  section  than  is 
actually  claimed  by  the  party,  nor  more  thin  is 
soBtained  within  tbe  aekBomedged  aad  Hoar- 
tained  boa»danes  of  tbe  traot  elaiiaed. 

Ski.  S.  JmJ  be  it  Jitriher  etutettd.  That  the 
claim  of  the  Corporation  of  the  city  of  New  Or- 
leana,  to  the  commons  adjacent  lo  Ibe  said  city, 
aad  within  six  hnndted  yards  from  the  foriifiear- 
tiona  of  the  aane,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby, 
leAogaiaed  and  ooafirned:  Providtd,  Thai  the 
aaid  CorpomtioD  shall,  within  six  months  after 
paniog  this  act,  relinauith  and  reloaae  any  claim 
they  may  hare  to  aDeh  oommons  beyond  the  dis- 
tance of^six  hundred  yards  aforesaid:  Provided 
olao.  That  the  Corporatien  ahall  reterve  fw.  tbe 

Cpoie,  and  ooBvey  graiuiiopsly  for  the  pnblic 
efiL  (o  the  eom^Dy  authorized  by  the  Legia- 
tureotiba  Territory  of  Oileans,  aa  «Mchofthe 
laid  commona  as  a^ll  be  neecsMry  to 
the  canal  of  Carondelel  from  the  preaeat  baaitt  to 
tbe  MisaiMlpp),  and  alwllnot  dispoee  of,  for  the 
pnrpose  of  building  thereoa,  any  lot  wiibin  iIxtT 
feet  of  the  spaco  reserved  for  buiUiag  a  eanal. 
wbieh  shall  fcrcrer  remain  ^eo  as  a  public  high- 
way: And  provided,  aito,  That  nothng  bereio 
ootkiained  saall  be  construed  to  aStct  or  impair 
the  righia  of  a&y  tfldtvidoal  or  individmU  t»  i^ 


■af  d  eomttaons,  which  are  terired  ftom  »«t  gtnn 
of  Ibe  Freneb  or  ^oisb  OovemmeBt. 

8sc.  4.  And  be  itfiarOier  maeted,  Thai  ihe 
Commissioners  appointed  or  to  be  1»poipi«l  far 
the  aarpose  of  a^ertainiDg  the  iigfils  rf  pewoat 
claiming  land  in  the  T«ntories  of  Orlennsani 
Looisiaaa,  aball  have  full  powers  to  decide  ae- 
Bording  to  the  laws  and  ^tablisbed  unga  ud 
custom*  of  iheFreofih  and  Spanish  OoTefniD™*. 
upon  i^l  elaima  to  lud«  within  tbelt  mpeciin 
dMirieiM,  where  the  ebim  ia  mnde  by  «ny  perm 
petWDC,  or  the  legal  represeBtati*c  of  any  per 
a  or  persons,  who  were  on  the  twcBtieta  «f 
D^etnher,  one  thouHBd  eight  htmdred  nnd  ihm. 
nhabitanis  of  Looinana,  and  for  n  tmet  mm  a- 
leeding  the  qunatity  of  ncrea  ootiiaiBed  »  ■ 
Ingue  tqoare,  and  which  does  not  incjnde  oiha 
a  lead  mine  or  sa^  «priog,  whiek  4ccisk>a  tf 
tbe  Commnsioners,  when  in  &tor  of  n  daimaiL 
Bhall  he  fibal  agntnal  the  Dnited  SMci,  any  act 
of  CoDgreaa  to  «be  contrary  BotwiChslu«Bg. 

8ao.  5.  And  he.UJwdur  tnacttd,  Tha  tbe 
tine  fixed  by  the  act  abavementiaoed,  and  by  the 
acts  supptemeoury  to  the  same,  for  delircriBg  le 
the  proper  register  or  recordo-,  notices  in  wtvxt% 
Bad  the  written  evidence*  of  ctkims  to  land,  b^ 
and  the  same  is  hereby  extended,  for  tbe  TeTnU- 
ties  of  Orleans  nnd  Loniriana.  till  the  first  day  <tf 
Jnty,  one  thoosand  ei^t  hnndred  nn^  etghl ;  aaJ 
persons  delivering  aneh  notice*  nnd  endcoces 
shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  benefit  as  if  the  same 
bad  been  delivered  within  the  time  limited  byihe 
former  actsj  bnt  the  rights  of  sncfa  ptnetu  at 
ahi&  neglect  so  doing  within  the  time  limited  by 
this  act,  shall,  so  far  as  they  »i«  derived  from  or 
founded  on  any  eel  ot  Congress,  ev«  afiN  he 
barred  and  become  void,  and  the  evidenees  of  Ibcit 
tl«im«  never  itter  admteted  as  eridence  in  a*y 
conn  of  law  or  e^ity  whatever^ 

BBC.  6.  And  be  U  fiuiher  enacted,  That  ik 
commiMOBcrs  appnoted.  or  to  be  appoinied,  fot 
the  pnrpose  of  ascertaining  tbn  rights  of  penaw 
claiming  lands  in  the  Temloriee  M  OtLmbs  ai4 
Louatnoa.  shall  respcctinl}-  tmaunit  to  the  Set- 
niuy  at.  the  Treaw»y  and  to  the  aarfeyor  gene 
nit,  or  officer  aetisg  na  utveyor  gwstiiat,  tnM- 
criMs  of  the  final  de«isioM  aonde  in  favor  d 
dlaimants  fay  virtue  of  ihit  net,  mai  ther  thiB 
deliver  to  the  party  a  eertiiette,  atntrnff  the  ei^ 
cuneiaoees  of  tbe  oaae,  nod  that  be  ia  enuded  ta 
a  paMBt  for  the  tract  of  land  therein  desigaawd, 
which  oeitifiante  ahall  be  filed  with  the  praper 
Hpawr  or.  reoorder,  within  twelra  naonths  after 
dale.    Arid  the  register  or  recorder  ahall  threnpoa 


Splat  of  the  timet  of  land  therein  dtaignated, 
ing  previooBly  filed  with  him,  or  tnasHiited  to 
hiih  by  tho  oaear  aetiDg  as  •nrveynr  gennal  ia 
the  manoer  hei<elD>Aer  provided,)  inne  n  eertii- 
QMe  in  fiTor  «f  the  party,  which  certiScnte,  bttac 
tnnsmlued  to  the  Beeretnry  of  the  Trenaory.shtU 
entitle  tbe  |wny'to  a  patent,  to  be  iaeoed  in  Nb 
mUDerns  is  pinvided  bv  law-  for  the  issningn 
pntenia  far  pnbUc  lands  tying  in  nihcr  Territaria 
of  the  United  Stntea: 

Sno.  7.  Amd  be  it  JurHier  tavKted,  That  the 
taaela  «f  iMkd  UtrngrniiCed  by  Ae  commiaaonBi 
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shall  be  aBTTcrad  at  the  expeosQ  of  [b«  pmrties, 
OBdei  tlM  direviion  of  the  sorTefor  general,  or 
officer  utiDg  ■■  aurvefor  geaeral,  ia  aU  cases 
where  id  aatheoiioated  plat '  of  ibc  laad,  ■■  aur- 
Tejred  tindH  tbe  aachoritj  of  the  officer  aoiing  as 
•OTTej^M  geoeia]  uodeT  the  Frencfa,  SpaniBh,  or 
AmericBD  GoretiwiMniB  reapeotivel^,  during  the 
timeeitheref  t^e  taid  QorenaieiHi  bad  iheaernal 
pOiiEeBsioD  of  tbeaaid  Ternionae  of  OrUans  and 
,  shall  not  have  been  filed  with  the 


lecoid  oa  t^  put^c  recorda  of  (be  said   _ _ 

liea  of  Orleaii*  Bftd  LeuMiaoM.  Tbewid  ooiatnia- 
Bionets  shall  aLao  be  authorized,  whenever  they, 
maf  think  it  necessary,  to  diiaot  ibe.  surveyor 
geoeiE^  or  officer  aciinA  as  such,  to  cause  any 
tract  of  land  already  duly  surveyed,  to  J>e  lesur- 
Teyed  at  the  expease  of  the  UaUed  States.  And 
the  Eurreyor  general,  or  officer- acting  as  such, 
shall  iransmit  general  and  paiiicular  pTats  of  the 
tracts  of  land  thus  suireyed,  to  the  proper  regis- 
ter or  recorder,  and  shall  also  [cassmit  copiei  of 
the  said  plats  (o  the'Secretacy  of  the  Treasury. 

Sec.  S.  And  be  U  further  enacUd,  That  the 
Cbmtnisaioner*  aforesud  Ebell  respeclivelif  report 
to  Che  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  their  opinion  on 
all  the  claims  to  land  within  their  respectire  dis- 
tricts, which  they  shall  not  hare  (laally  coDfirmed 
by  the  fourth  section  of  this  act.  The  claims  shall, 
in  the  said  report  or  reports,  be  arranged  into  three 
general  classes,  that  is  to  say :  first,  claims  which, 
in  the  opinions  of  the  cocnmiasioners,  ought  to  be 
conGrmed  tDconforniity  withthe  provisions  of  the 
lererftl  acts  of  Congress,  for  ascertaining,  and  ad- 
'  jasting  the  titles  and  claimii  to  land  within  Ihe 
Terriiories  bf  0/leans  and  Louisiana ;  secondly, 
claims  which,  though  not  embreced  by  the  proTi- 
sions  of  ihesaidaca,  ought  nevertheless,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  commissioners,  to  be  confirmed  in 
conformity  with  the  laws,  usages,  and  cnstoms  of 
the  Spanish  QoTernment;  thirdl^^  claims  wbi^h 
neither  are  embraced  by  the  provisions  of  the  said 
Mis,  nor  ought,  in  the  opinion  of  the  eonmission- 
an,  to  be  confirmed  in  conformity  with  the  laws, 
onges,  and  custome  of  the  Spanish  Gbvernment; 
and  the  said  report  and  reports  being  in  other  re- 
spects made  in  eonfotmily  with  the  forms  pre- 
•cribed  according  to  law.  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  ahali  by  him  be  laid  before  Congress, 
Ah  their 'anal  determination  thereon,  in  the  man-' 
ner  and  at  the  time  heretofore  prescribed  by  law 
for  that  purpose. 

Sao.  9.  And  be  it  further  enaettd,  That  the 
following  allowances  and  compensations  shall  be 
made  to  the  several  officers  hereinafter  mentioned, 
that  is  to  say:  to  the  principal  dg)uty  of  the  snr- 
Teyor  aeneral,  for  the  district  of  LonisieBa,'at  the 
rate  or  five  hundred  dollars  a  year,  from  tbe  time 
he  entered  into  the  duties  of  his  office,  in  addition 
to  Ihe  foes  which  he  is  entitled  to  receive  by  law. 
To  the  register  of  the  weitem  dictrict  of  the  Or- 
leans Terrtiory,  and  to  the  clerk  of  the  board  of 
commissioners  for  that  district,  one  thousand  AtA- 
lars  each,  for  their  services  as  commissioners  and 
elenk  respeeiivriy,  during  ibe  year  one  thousand 
eight  hviMira!  and  six.    To  each  of  the  deputy 


reKisten  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  five  bundifld 
dollars  in  fuU,  for  their  services  subsequent  to  tbe 


coQiroisitoQers.  at  the  rate  of  two  thousand  dollars 
a  year ;  to  eacn  of  the  clerks  of  the  boards,  and 
to  each  of  the  agents  employed  by  the  Secretary 
of  tbe  Treasniy,  at  the  rateof  fifteen  hundred  dol- 
lars a  year,  and  to  each  of  the  translators,  at  the 
rate  of  six  hundred  dollars  a  year,  to  commence 
from  the  Gtsl  day  of  July  next,  in  the  district  of 
Louisiana,  and  fcom  the  first  day  of  January  next, 
in  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  and  to  coniitiue  to 
the  time  when  each  board  shall  be  respectively 
dbso|ved :  Provided,  That  ao  more  than  eizhleen 
months  corlipensatioa  be  thus  allowed  to  the  said 
commissiooers,  clerks,  and  translators,  and  that 
the  combensalion  of  any  such  officer  absenting 
himself  from  bis  district,  orfailtsg  to  attend  to  the 
duties  of  his  office,  shall  cease  during  such  absence 
or  failure. 
Approved,  March  3, 1807. 


An  Act  making  ftiither  appcopristians  im  Ibrti^ring 
the  porta  and  bu-bon  of  ttie  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  Thai  a  sum  of  money,  not 
exceeding  one  hundred  and  fifiy  thousand  dollars, 
id  addition  to  the  sums  heretofore  sppropriatetl, 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  to  enable 
the  President  of  tbe  United  Slates  to  cause  the 
pons  and  harbors  of  the  United  States  to  be  bet- 
i,ei  foitified  and  protected. 

Sac  3.  Andbeilfitrther enacted,  Thattheoio- 
ney  approprialedlnr  ttiis  act,  shall  be  fwid  ont  of 
any  money  in  the  Treasur|r  of  the  United  Stfttea, 
not  otherwise  appropriate. 

Approved,  March  3,  L807. 


Be  it  maeied,lfc.,  That  ia  all  cases  of  insonec- 
tion,  or  obstruction  to  the  laws,  either  of  the  tTni- 
ted  States,or  of  any  individual  State  or  Territory 
yrhtrt  it  is  lawfn)  for  tbe  P[«sideat  of  the  United 
States  to  call  forth  the  mititia  for  the  purjiose  of 
sappressing  atfch  insarrectidn,  or  sf  eansing  the 
laws  to  be  duly  executed,  it  shall  be  lawfal  fni 
bim  to  eotpley  for  the  Mme  purposes,  sack  pMt  of 
the  land  oe  naval  force  of  the  United  States,  as 
stkalt  he  judged  neoessary,  hariDg  first  obaeercd 
ail  the  |»e-r«qui*i[«a  of  the  law  in  that  retpeot. 

Apprered,  March  3, 1807. 


An  Act  in  addilien  te  «■  set,  entitM  "An  act  in  ad- 
dilioo  (o  an  act,  antUlri  'An  act  ai^plaaiantary  to 
the  act  pravldiiw  fw  a  Naval  Pean  Eat^Uahmnt, 
aad  fin  olkar  pnrpoaea." 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.,  That  the  Freridetit  of  tfa« 
United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  aathariaed,  in 
addition  to  the  present  naval  peace  establishment, 
[0  employ  a  namber  of  able  seamen,  oidinanr 
■eanaa,  and  boys,  not  exeeeding  five  hnndrt^ 
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■hoald  the  exigency  of  the  poblic 
Approved,  March  3, 1807. 


tribe*  of  lodiuuL 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That,  for  eeriyingintoefiect 
■  conreutioD  between  (he  United'  Stales  aad  ihi 
Cherokee  oatioD  of  loditiia,  (he  following  turns, 
to  be  paid  out  of  an;  moneys  in  the  Treasury,  Dot 
otherwise  appropriated,  be,  and  the  same  hereby 


d  dollars  foi 


Cheroki 

further 

four  years  successiyely  , 

chief,  called  the  Black  Fox,  the  aniiual  sum  of 

one  hundred  dollsTs,  during  his  natural  life. 

Sec.  2.   And  be  it  Jvraer  enacted,   That,^fOT 
carrying  into  eflecl  a  treaty  hetween   (be   United 
States  and  the  PiaokHhaw  tribe  of  Indiaos,  coo- 
eluded  at  ViDcenuei,  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  De- 
cember, one  thousand  eight   hundred   and  five, 
there  sliall  be,  and  hereby  are,  appropriated,  in  ad- 
dition to  appropriations  for  carrying  into  effect 
fonner  (reaiies,asuinof  one  thousand  dolUrf.! 
a  ftfrlher  annual  sum  of  three  buadred  dollara 
be  paid  out  (jf  any  moneys  in  ihe  Treaauiy, 
otherwise  an  propria  ted. 

Apprtrred,  Match  3,  1S07. 


Beii  mactrd,  fc.  That  an  act,  eolitted  ' 
act  eoDceroing  the  bank  of  Detroit,"  adopted  and 

¥iblished  by  the  Governor  and  Judges  of  the 
erriiory  of  Michigas,  ov  the  nineteenib  day  of 
September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  tbou- 
a>i  d  eight  hundred  and  six,  is  hereby  disapproved 
of  by  CoDereEB,and  that  the  same  tball  be  of 
force  or  effeei. 
Approved,  MsrcU  3, 1807. 

An  Actio  esliblish  cortaia  Post  Road*  i  and  fbfOlhsi 

Be  it  enacted,  ^,  That  the  following  poat 
roadi  be  establiahcd : 

I»  Orleant. — Prom  New  Orleans,  to  the  BaltEC, 
and  from  New  Orleans'  by  the  mouth  of  the 
Foarebe.  month  of  ihe  oanal  at  Aitakapaa,  Lake 
Veret,  the  ferry  of  Lake  Veret,  the  luoulb  of 
Teaehe,  the  church  of  Attakapa*,  and  the  ohttrch 
of  AppelousBi,  to  Rapides.  And  the  Postmaster 
General  be,  and  he  ia  hereby  authorized  to  allow 
aad  pay  to  tbe  poattnasier,  which  may  be  appoiat- 
cd  at  tbe  Balize,  in  addition  to  tha  legal  fees  of 
office,  such  sum  as  he  may  jadge  leaaoaable,  not 
exceeding  four  hundred  doilani  per  annum,  as  a 
aompeoBBtion  for  hi*  services. 

Sbo.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
Ftetideot  of  the  United  Sialea  is  heretrtr  author- 
ised to  cause  to  be  opeoed  a  ro&d  from  the  thirly- 
fltat  de(te«  of  aorlli  latiltide  to  New  Orleuu^  on 


the  route  from  Athens  to  New  Orleani,  onda 
such  regulations  bb  may  be  agreed  npoB  for  tha: 
pnrpDse  between  the  Executive  of  ibe  Dnited 
States  and  the  Spanish  Govenuneni :  And  he  ■ 
hereby  authorized  toeipead,  in  opening  ihe  same, 
any  pan  of  the  money  heretofore  a  ppropnaied  fee 
opening  a  rOad  oh  the  said  route  from  inefn»liei 
of  Georgia,  to  the  thiriy-Grst  degree  of  nonli  laii- 
tude,  which  remains  unexpended.' 
Approved,  March  3,  1807. 

An  Ad  makinK  appmpiiatioBi  fat  exlia  aervicea,  la 

th*  QaiemDr,  Judge*,  and  Sacmtaij  of  the  bfina 

Tenitoty. 

Be  U  nacted,  «c..  That  the  Beeretsty  of  tke 
Treasury  be,  aDd  be  hereby  is,  directed  to  pay  t* 
the  Governor,  Judges,  and  Secretary  of  the  Ind^ 
ana  Territory,  out  of  aiiy  money  in  the  Treasnry, 
not  oiherwiM  appropriated,  the  asm  of  thrve  biw< 
dred  dollar*  eacn,  as  ■  compenMiIoa  for  the  extra 
services  by  them  performed,  in  obedieoee  to  the 
act. entitled  "An  act  «'eeting  Louisiana  into  two 
Territoriea,  and  providing  for  the  temponrj  gov- 
ernment thereof." 

Approved,  March  S,  1807. 


Be  it  enacted,  ^.,  That,  if  anyperaoa  or  per- 
soosuliall,  after  the  pasting  of  thia  act,  take  poa- 
■essLon  of,  or  make  a  settlement  on,  any  lands 
oeded  or  secured  to  tbe  United  States,  by  any 
treaty  tnade  with  a  foreign  nation,  or  by  a  ces^ioD 
from  aoy  State  to  the  United  Suiea, which laLods 
shall  not  bave  been  previously  sold,  ceded,  or 
leased  by  the  United  States,  or  toe  claim  to  which 
lands,  by  such  person,  or  persons,  shall  not  have 
been  previously  reeo^nisea  and  confirmed  by  the 
United  S,tates:  or  if  any  person  or  peraooa  sbaU 
cause  such  landsHo  be'  thus  occupied,  taken  pot> 
session  of,  or  settled ;  or  shall  survey  or  attempt 
to  survey,or  cause  to  be  surveyed,  any  anch  lands; 
or  designate  any  bound.aries  ibereon,  by  marfciag 
trees,  or  otherwise,  until  tbereto  duly  nuihwimS 


law ;  such  ofiendec  or  effendera,  shall  forfek 

his  at  their  right,  title,  and  claim,  if  any  be 

hath,  or  they  have,  of  whatsoever  nature  or  aisd 


by  law 

all  his  I 


the  sBibe  shall  or  may  be,  to  the  lands  aforeaaid, 
which  he  or  tftey  shall  have  taken  po— eMon  o^ 


veyed,  or  the  boundaries  thereof  he  ot  they  ahati 
have  designated,  oi  cause  to  be  desissated,  by 
marking  trees  or  otherwise.  And  it  uall  more- 
over be  lawful  foi  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  to  direct  the  marshal,  or  other  officer  act- 
ing as  marshal,  in  (be  manner  bereinaf Mr  direct- 
ed, and  alMi  lo  take  such  other  measnrea,  and  to 
employ  such  military  fortje  as  he  may  jodge 
necessary  and  proper  to  remove  from  lamk  ceded, 
or  secured  to  tbe  United  States,  by  treaty,  oa 
cession  as  aforesaid,  any  person  or  persona  who 
shall  hereafter  take  possession  of.  the  aam^  o* 
make,  or  attempt  to  make  a  acillemeat  thereon. 
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nnlil  thereanto  authorized  by  law.  Abd  ever; 
right,  tille,  or  claim,  forfeiled  under  ihis  act, 
■hull  be  lakeo  and  deemed  to  be  vested  ia  the 
U&iied  States,  without  any  other  or  further  pro- 
ceedings:  Provided,  That  uoihiug  herein  con- 
taiaed  shatl  be  coDetrued  to  affect  the  risht,  title, 
or  eUim,  of  any  perton  to  lands  in  the  Terriiories 
of  OtIesDS  or  Louisiana,  before  the  boards  of  com- 
miaaioQen  established  by  the  act,  entitled  "An  act 
for  ascertaining  and  adjusting  the  title?  and  claims 
to  lands 'within  the  Territory  of  Orleans  and  the 
district  of  Lonisiana,"  shall  have  made  their  re- 
ports, and  (he  decision  of  Congress  beea  had 
tbereoD. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  fitrther  enaiUed,  That  an^ 
person  or  persoos  who,  before  the  passiog  of  this 
act,  had  taaen  possession  of,  occupied,  or  made  a 
■ettlement  on  any  lands  ceded  or  secured  to  the 
United  States,  by  aay  treaty  made  with  a  foreign 
nation,  or  by  a  cession  from  any  State  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  wbich  bi&ds  bad  not  been  ptevioasly 
sold,  ceded,  or  leased,  by  the  United  States,  or  the 
claim  to  which  lands  bad  not  been  previously  re- 
cognised and  eonflriaed  by  the  United  States ;  and' 
who  at  the  (ime  of  passiog  this  act  docs  or  do  ac- 
tually inhabit  and,  reside  on  such  lands,  may,  at 
any  time  prior  to  the  Grst  4ay  of  Jaauarv  oext, 
apply  to  the  proper  register  or  recorder,  as.  toe  case 
may  be,  of  the  land  office  established  for  the  dis- 
posal, registering,  or  recording  of  such  lands,  or 
to  such  person  or  peraotis  .as  may  by  such  registers' 
or  recorders  respectively,  be  appointed  for  the  pur- 
pose of  receiviog.sucb  appUiatioos,  staiioe  the' 
tract  or  tracts  oflands  thus  occupied,  settlea,'and 
inhabited  by  such  applicant  or  applicaois,  and 
requesting  permission  to  c'ootinoe  thereon;  aod 
it  shall  thereupon  beUnful  for  such  register  or  re- 
corder respectively  to  permit,  in  cooformiiy  witl^ 
(ucb  instructiotu  as  may  be  given  by  the  Secreia- 

?'  of  the  Treasury,  with  the  approbation  of  the 
resideqt  of  tbe  United  States,  for  that  purpose, 
such  applicant  or  applicants  to  remain  on  such 
tract  or  tracts  of  land,  not  exceeding  three  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  for  each  applicant,  as  tenants  at 
will,  on  such  terms  and  eooditioBs  as  shall  pte- 
TCDt  anyVaste  or  damages  on  such  lands,  and  tin 
the  express  condition  that  such  applicant  orappli- 
csDts  shall,  wheoever  such  tractor  tracts  of  land 
may  be  sold,  or  ceded  by  the  United  Stales,  or 
whenever,  for  any  other  cause,  he  or  they  may  be 
required  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States 
•0  to  do,  ^ive  quiet  possession  of  such  tract  or 
tracts  of  land,  to  the  purchaser  or  purcbasetK,  or 
lemove  ai tocher  from  tbe  land,  n  the  case  may 
be:  Provided,  however,  That  such  permLssiou 
shall  not  be  granted  to  »oy  such  applicant,  unless 
he  shall  previously  sign  a  declaration  stating  that 
he  does  not  lay  any  claim  to  sach  tract  or  tracts 
of  land,  and  that  he  does  not  occupy  the  same,  by 
Ttrlue  of  aoy  claim  or  pretended  claim  derived  or 
pretended  to  be  derived  from  any  other  person  or 
persons  :  And  provided,  alto.  That  in  all  cases 
where  tbe  tract  of  land  applied  for,  includes  either 
a  lead  miue'or  salt  spring,  no  permission  to  work 
the  same  shall  be  granted  without  tbe  approbation 
of  the  Preaidapt  of  iha  United  Stataa,  who  ia 


4  or  springs 


herebv  authorized  to  cause  such  mi 
to  be  leased  for  a  term  not  eiceedio 
and  on  such  eonditioos  as  he  shall  t£ink  proper. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacled,  That  all 
tbe  applications  made,  and  provisions  granted  by 
virtue  of  the  last  precedingsection,  shall  be  dulf 
entered  on  books  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose,  by 
the  registers  and  recorders  aforesaid  respectively ; 
and  they  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  from  the  par- 
ty for  each  applicaiion,  fifky  cents,  and  for  each 
permission,  one  dollar. 

Sec.  4.  And  bt  it  further  enacted,  That  it 
shall  be  lawful,  after  the  first  day  of  January  next, 
for  tbe  proper  marshal,  or  officer  acting  as  mar- 
shal, under  such  instructions  as  may  for  that  pur- 
pose be  .gi.ven  by  the  Presideoi  of  the  United 
States,  to  remove  from  the  landk  aforesaid  any 
and  every  person  or  persons,  who  shall  be  found 
on  the  same,  and  who  shall  not  have  obtained  per- 
mission to  remain  thereon  as  aforesaid  :  Provided, 
That  three  moiiths  previous  notice  shall  be  given 
to  all  such  person  or  persons,  as  aforesaidg  who 
were  settled  on  suth  lauds  prior  to  tbe  passing  of 
this  act.  Aod  every  such  person,  who  shall  at 
any  time  after  the  expiration  of  three  months  ader 
sQch  notice  shall  have  been  given,  be  louafl  on 
soy  part  of-the  lands  aforesaid,  shall  moreover 
incur  a  penalty  of  one  hundred  dollarsj  to  be  re- 
covered  in  any  court  havins  jurisdiotion  of  the 
same,  and  be  moreover  liable,  on  conviction,  to 
imprtsoiunent,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court,  not 
exceeding  six  months;  and  t^ie  certiGcate  of  tbe 
proper  register,  or  recorder,  phall  be  a  aufficienl 
evidence  that  tbe  tract  of  land  wJiich  was  occu- 
pied by  the  offender  had  not  been  previously  sold, 
leased,  or  ceded,  by  the  United  States,  that  the 
claim  to  such  tract  had  not  been  recognised  and 
confirmed  by  the  United  States  and  that  the  per- 
son occupvinff  the  same,  and  removed,  or  to  be 
removed,  oy  ine  marshal,  had  not  obtained  per- 
HMssioD  to  remain  thereoa,.io  conformity  with  (he 
provisions  of  ibis  act:  Provided  altoayf,  atut  it  i» 
Jurther  mulcted,  That  nothing  iii  ibu  section  con- 
tained shall  be  construed  to  apply  to  any  person 
claiming  lands  in  the  Terriloriei  of  Oileaos  or 
Louisiaoa,  whose  claim  shall  hare  been  filed  with 
the  proper  commissioners  befi^re  the  first  day  of 
January  next.  , 

•  Approveil,  March  3, 1807.  ' 

An  Act  eanfiiming  dafaas  to  land  in  the  district  of 
'    Vinevmwi,  and  for  other  pmpoHs. 

Be  it  enacltd,  f  c,  That  all  the  decisions  nude 
by  the  commissioners  appointed  for  the  purpose 
of  examinio^  the  claims  of  persons  claiminE  landa 
In  the  district  of  Tincennes,  in  favor  of  such 
claimants,  as  entered  in  the. transcripts  of  decis- 
ions which  have  been  transmitted  by  the  said 
commis^oners,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
according  to'taw,  bp,  and  the  same,  are  berebjr, 
confirmed. 

Sec.  2.  ilndbei(./urtAerenac^  That  the  co»- 
firmatioQjt  or  grants  of  land,  made  in  the  said  di»- 
trict  of  Vincenoes,  by  tbe  Governors  of  the  North- 
west and  Indiana  Tecriiories,  prior  to  the  esiab- 
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luhment  of  the  board  of  com misii oners  a 
and  in  confonnity  with  the  set,  eotiifed 
for  KrantiDg  laods  to  the  iDbsbilanis  and  telllen 
at  Viocennes  and  ihe  Illinois  country,  in  the  Ter- 
rilorjr  Northwest  of  the  Ohio,  and  foi  confirraisg 
ibem  in  their  poiseBsions,"  be,  and  the  same  are 
hereby,  conBmied  ;  nnleM  when  aeluslly  rejected 
by  the  said  eoinmissioiien;  although  ihe  persons 
entitled  to  the  land  may  not  have  given  notice  of 
their  claim,  as  requirea  by  the  several  acts  mak- 
ing provision  for  the  disposal  of  the  public  lands 
in  me  Indiana  Territory:  PT<mdid,_ho«>ntr, 
That  no  dlher  claims  shall  be  confirmed  by  virtue 
of  this  seetion  than  such  as.  having  been  entered 
on  the  Teniiorial  records,  hav«,  by  the  commis- 
afonent  aforesaid,  been  inserted  in  their  reports 
tnnsailicd  as  aforpsaid. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  furAtr  enacted.  That  the 
aaveral  persona,  or  iheiegal  representatives  of  the- 
Bcrerat  persoos,  to  whom  at  to  vhose  assigns  the 
several  tracts  of  the  tract  of  laad  ttear  Vjnceones, 
known  by  the  name  of  the  "  Upper  Pniri&"  have 
been  beTeiofore  confirmed,  be,  and  they  are  hereby, 
respectively  cqnflrmed  in  their  claims  to  the  re- 
apective  tracts  also  claimed  by  them,  and  in  their 
actual  possession,  lying  in  that  tract  of  land  eon- 
taining  two  hundred  and  forty-bor  acres,  vfaieh 
is  koDiVD  by  tbe  name  of  "Continuaiion,''  ao(~ 
ntuated -between  (he  boundaries  of  tbe  tracts 
ready  confirmed.and  the  river  Wabash. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  fitrther  enacted,  That 
mveral  persons  whose  claims,  are  confirmed  by 
this  act,  aodbad  not  been  actijallvlocatrd  prior  to 
tbe  estbblisbroent  of  ibe  board  ot  commiasioners, 
be,  and  Ihejr  are  hereby,  authorized  lo  enter  their 
locations  with  tbe  register  of  th^  laud  office  of 
Tincennes,  on  any  part  of  tbe  tracts  set  aside  for 
tbat  pnrpote,  by  virtue  of  the  act,  eniided  "An 
act  r^speotin^  The  claims  to  lands  in  tbe  Indiana 
Territory,  and  State  of  Obio,"and  in  conforaiity 
«itbtbeprovisions  of  tbatact:  /'roc^ileij,  That 
■Ucli  tbeatloB  shall  be  made  prior  (o  the  first  day 
of  July,  one  thousand  eight  nundred  and  eight ; 
and  the  rigbt  of  any  person  who  shall  neglect  to 
locate  prior  to  that  day,  ^aU  become  void,  and 
fbrever  be  barred. 

Sbc.  5.  And  be  it  fitfiker  enacted,  Thai  eve^y 
person,  or  the  legal  representative  of  every  person, 
whose  claim  to  a  tract  of  land  Is  confirmed  oy  this 
act,  and  who  had  not  mevtously  obtained  ■  patent 
for  the  same,  fiom  the  GoverAot  either  of  tbe 
Territory  Northwest  of  Ibe  Ohio,  or  of  the  Indi- 
ana Territory,  shall,  whenever  his  claim  shall 
bavelieen  located  and  surveyed,  be  entitled  to  re- 
ceive^ from  tbe  register  of  ihe  land  office  at  Vin-. 
eennes^a  certificate  stating  ibat  the  claimant  is 
entitled  to  receive  a  patent  for  such  tract  of  land 
by  vinae  of  this  act;  for  which  certificate  tbe 
register  shall  receive  one  dollar;  and  which  cer- 
tificale  stkall  entitle  tbe  party  loa. patent  for  the 
■aid  tract,  which  shall  issue  in  like  manner  as  is 
orovided  by  law  foi  tbe  other  lands  of  ib«  United 
Stales. 

Sec.  8.  AnA  he  it  fitrther  enacted,  That  the 
roister  and  receiver  ofpublie  moneys,  in  the  dia- 
ftiet  of  Kaikaokias  be  allowed  till  the  first  day  of 


Decemtker  nezt^  I 
:laims  (o  land  m  ..._  ___  _.  ..  _. 
tbe  said  officers,  and  the  clerk  of  the  board,  sball 
be  allowed  an  additional  eompensatioQ  of  five 
hundred  dollara  in  full  for  his  service  ia  rdatioa 

such  claims. 

Sec.  T.  And  be  iifurther  enaded.  That  the  p«b- 
lic  sales  of  the  pablic  lands  in  the  district  of  Tia- 
es  may  be  contioued  six  weeks,  if  tbe  term 
of  three  weeks,  now  prescribed  bv  law,  aball  boi 
be  found  sufficient  to  offet  aU  the laadi  witkia tbe 
said  district  for  sale. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  fiir^er  enacted.  That  oo- 
_  .ns  eaiitled  lo  a  right  of  pre-emytian  to  lanoiia 
the  Mississippi  Territory,  shall  be  allowed  dlltlie 
first  day  of  January  next,  to  make  the  first  pay- 
ment of  the  purchase  money  of  saeh  landa. 

Approved,  Match  3,  1807. 


An  Act 
Be  it  exacted,  fc, 

I  hereby,  directed  to  place  the  foRow- 


.  That  tbe  Secretary  ot  Wai 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  directed  to  place  the  foRow- 
ing  named  persoDs,  whose  claims  hare  been  trant- 
mitied  t6  Conerese,  pursuant  to  a  law  pa»ed  lb« 
tenth  of  Ap'tl^  one  thousand  eisbW  hundred  and 
six,  on  Ihe  penaion  list  of  iaralid  penwoners  of 
the  United  States,  according  to  the  ratcL  and  to 
commence  at  the  times  herein  ueniioned,  that  is 
losa^: 

Richard  Fairbrofher,  at  the  rate  of  three  dol- 
lars per  month,  to  eomiAeoce  on  the  twenty-sixib 
day  of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six: 

.John  De  Voe,  al  the  rate  of  two  dollars  aatf  fif- 
ty cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  Stat  day 
of  August,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  «x : 

Peter  Demareat,  at  the  rate  of  three  dolUn  and 
seventy-five  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the 
first  day  of  August,  bae  tboDsand  eight  hundred 
"  -id  six : 

Stephen  Ogden,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  and 
flily  cents  per  month,  to  commeoce  on  tbe  iwen- 
ly-fiAh  day  of  August,  one  thousand  eight  hvit- 
dred  and  six : 

John  Berry,  al  the  rale  of  five  dollars  par  mooth, 

commence  on  the  second  day  of  Svptembtr, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six: 

John  King,  at  tbe  rateof  four  dollara  per  month, 
to  commence  on  the  eiahteentb  day  ofOctobet, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six : 

Robert  Ames,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  per 
month,  lo  commence  on  the  eighteuith  day  of 
October,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six : 

Charles  Gowid,  at  the  rate  of  two  doUars  and 
fifty  cents  per  month,  to  connnence  on  (be  tbitty- 
*       ■      of  Ocr  '         -..--.•  -  --  .  -. 


first  di 


'  October,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 


Trancis  L.  Slaughter,  at  the  rate  of  three  dol- 
lars per  month,  to  commence  on  tbe  fifleeath day 
of  November,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  ana 


William  Re  Beck, 
bet  mooth,  to  COD 
day  of  November, 


the  rate  of  Fonr  ddlart 
e  on  tbe  iwenty-second 
thousand  eight  hundred 


Spafibrd' Amea,  at  the  rate  of  fire  doBats  per 
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iiMMUh,  M  •omswnee  cw '  the  elertetli  day  <jf  D0- 
ceatb«r.  dm  thouaand  ei^ht  kuqdf ed  and  six : 

Joaiati  Joaea,  at  -th<  rate  of  (am  dollars  per 
nwntb,  to  c^ameaoe  an  (he  tveniT-aecond  oa; 
of  Deoember,  one  thooauul  aighi  bnndre^  and 
six: 

Saotuel  Dowdoeri  *^  *'>"  i*"  of-iFO  dollar* 
and  fifty  ceata  per  mootb,  to.  commeBea  on  ike 
twcDl?-MTtMh  day  of  Decanbei,  Dne  iboaaaad 
Bi^t  auMlted  and  *<>  • 

ElipiialM  fiailoik,  at  the  imte  of  Grc  dollan  per 
numw,  to  etttttncace  «d  the  tkirty^nt  day  of  U»- 
CBBtiet,  one  tliovaaDd  ai^hl  haadKil  and  lix ; 

Jgaei^  LifOBiU  ihe  late  6f  tbiee  daUars  per 
BoDth,  Ki  eoamuce  on  tlie  eifhih  day  of  Jaaum- 
ly,  OIK  thouMod  aight  huirdred  and  Hereo : 

John  Hobbard,  ftt  the  ni*  of  thKe  dollars  per 
month,  to  eomioeDee  oa  the  cieblh  dayofJaoaa' 
ly^oe  tbouNDd  eight  hundred  Bud  Mveo. 

Daniel  Quard,  at  .the  rate  of  two  doUara  and 
fifty  cent*  per  moothj  to  contnence  on  ifae  twea- 
tylhild  day  of  January,  one  ibowand  eighC  kuD- 
jred  and  seven :     '   ■ 

BItf ha  Farhei,  m  the  nrie  of  ihrve  doilara  per 
HKMth,  to  «oaii»enea  •»  ibe  tweniy-foKrlh.day  of 
Janaary,  oaetfiouMBdeigkt  hODdKd  and  aeran : 

Alesaader  Siiboataa,  Mtbe'  nte  of  three  dol- 
lan  par  BloBih,  to  eonmtace  an  the  nuith  day  of 
Jannary,  oac  (hovnad  eight  hnadred  and  Mreik: 

Koah  RobiBmi,  at  ikA  rate  of  im  dtdlan  per' 
mottt|ii,  to  commaiiae  on  the.  tweo'ty-third  day  of 
Oetobcc.eD^tboiutnd  cifitf  hundred  And  HX: 

Chark*  Mynn  ThniatOD,  at  the  rate  of  twantr 
doUnn  par  aMMth,  loeooMaeBee  ssitie  fauitaemh' 
in  at  July,  ene  Ihaanad  eiaht  hDodrad  aadiix: 

JoDM  Fancuronh,  ai  die  we  ef  lea  dollara  pu 
■tonthf  to  oMBiiMMe  op  (he  Meood  d^  of  Bep- 
tember,  Mie  thouaand  eigbtiwBdred  and  *ix : 

BcMAi  Hathaway,  ai'the  iBie  of  ten.doManpn. 
aeuih,  10 coin««Beib qb  the  uxtbday  of  Sepii 
ber,  e*e(boii«Bd'eigfa»  huadaeit  l^Md  liz:     . 

TboBiae  Marahkl  'Bafcer,  u  the  rate  of  ten  dol- 
lar* per  month,  to  csminBaeeoD.tti*  twefl(y-«iii,ih 
day  of  Beptenher,  ooc  ihouaaad  aifhl  hwtdaod 

Jinaca  Dyasfl,  at  the  raU^f  lea  dol]«I■1te^ 
moetfa,  to  eoBiBinice  on  tbe  eighteenth^ day  of 
DeeeBLhT.onethouaaadeigbttundred  nndaiKi 

Henry  Ten  Eyek,  at  tbe  rate  of  (en  doUais  per 
month,  to  cummcaM  on  the  vcktlf  day  of  .iann* 
ary,  one  thouMuid  eight  hnndtcd  and  Mieo : 

Jo^n  Little,  ai  tbe  ratrof -twenty  doHara  per 
month,  io  eowqenoe  on  ihe  lUiteeiith  day  of 
iaauary,oaftiboiiBtmdei^rbiuidnNlBad  mreD: 

Tbo>BaifIarrifl,«  tbemeAfO/UendellBtapei 
month,  to  oomnence  m  the  third  day  of  Ootobei^ 
one  thousand  eigbt  bandred  and  lin: 

Daniel  Ball^  at  tbe  nte  of  ten  dollan  per  manth, 
to  aniaaaiiie  on  the  l7th  dey  of'  l^ebrnary,  eiie 
tbontand  eisbt  hundred  nod  earcn: 

8m.  S.  And  be  it  >rtA<r -enacfad,  Tbat  tbe 
peBMOB*  of  tbe  Miawitg  peraona,  already  photi 
OB  the  aentiAn  Uat  of  the  UniteA  Stately  wboae 
daimifor  an  inorenaa  of  peaeioB  have  been  taantt 
mitted  lo  CoDgreaa,  puracent  lo  the  aet  aforaMid, 
be  iaueniei  to  tbe  awn  heiein  raapecHraly  an- 


Beth  Wymap,  foor  dollan  per  month,  to  e< 
.«nce  on  the  sixteenth  day  bf^Jnne 
igbt  huodred  a 


mence  on  the  sixteenth  day  bf^Jnne,  one  thottcand 


Oeoige  Bmdibid,  fire  dollan  pet  month,  to 

ramence  on  the  fifteenth  day  «f  AngSBt,  on*' 
ihoQsand' eight  hundred  and  six ; 

Abel  Fumey,  five  doUaii  per  month,  to  epn- 
oaence  pn  the  twenty-oilith  dayof- Angaet,  one' 
tbontand  osht  bnndred  andeiz: 

Cbarle*  Soott,  fife  dollars  per  montb,  to  com- 
mence on  the  first  day  of  September,  one  thon- 

nd  e^ht  hundred  and  six : 

Bphraim  Baily,  fire  dollara  per  month,  to  com* 
Dt'enee  en  tbe  fourth  d>y  of  September,  oni 
sand  ewht  hnndred  and  six : 

A»a  Ware,  five  dollars  per  msndk, ' 
00  the.  niath  day,  of.  September,  1 
^ight  hnndred  and  la:  - 

iHaiet  Hickey,  five  dollara  , 
mence  on  the  twenty-fourth  day  <tf  September, 
one  ifaouMod  eight  hnndred  and  sixi 

DanU  Nutting,  ttro  dollan  w  month,  to  eeM- 
mence  on  the  seventh  day  of  Oetabcr,  one  dtoa> 
sand  Mght  boadred  and  six : 

Abel'  Weeds,  five  dollara.  per  month,  to  een^ 
the  leoth  day  of  Oetober,«      ' 


iieht  handled 'and  six: 
Joseph  liorril,  five  doUnrs  per  moetfa,  to  eon^ 
the  iwcnty-i'oartb  day  of  Oeiobar,  onm 


/,flTedoHari 

e  An  the  iwenty-fbnrth  day 


I  per  monlh,  tonomf 
day  of  October,  one 


Tnnn-om 

eenta  per  mantli,  to  epnwieoce  on  dte  third  da* 
of  N«reni1)cr,  one  thoflaaad  ei^  tmndted  BBS 


William  Buij(t.fi*edallaiepermanth,i 
^eooe  on  tha  third  day    "  "-- 
land  Aigbt  hundred  ftnd 

Benjamin   Smith,  fire  doUan 


■mill  xjavuii,  mvcu ^_. ,  ._ 

on  tha  third  day  of  November,  oike  tha»i 

an  MI  t 
'on  tte' third  day  of  NovemdMr,  one 


month,  t« 


theutatid  eiffht  bandied  and  six: 

OeMge  PittKian,  fin  dollan  pet  naath,  to  ei 
._eBd«  on  the  fitet  day  of  FebnM[y,one  thona 
fight  hnndred  and  seven :  ' 
'  <itaBtsvns  Abiek,  ifarte  dollan  and  thirty-thMa 
oent*  and  one-thiid  of  a  ceiU  per  moMh,  to  com- 
se  00  ihe  tweniy-first  day  of  Noveinber,  ona 
thoasBnd  eight  huodred  and  ia: 

Jabei  PcmbleioD,  itro  dollan  and  fifty  cents  par 
month,  to  comraence  on  tlie  twenty-seventh  day 
of  December,  ene  ihouavnd  eight  hundred  ud 

Wi«  .ntnkley,  five  dollars  pe^  month,  to  cwn- 
meoce  on  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  December, 
one  theneand  ei^t  bundted  and  nx; 

Edward  BTCka,  five  ddlnri  per  month,  to  eom- 
meoee  o*  iheHfteentb  day  of  'Januaiy,  one  tbe«- 
MBd  eight  hbndied  and  sevea: 

Mo«e  Wing,  five  deltan  per  month,  lo  eo<»r 
■Moee  on-\he  twenty-fonrth  day  of  Deocmbe^ 
one  thDOMOd  eight  hundred  and  tic: 
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John  Caveoongh,  three  dotlara  per  month,  to 
eommence  oa  the  neTenieeDth  day  of  Jaoaary,  obe 
thousand  eii;ht  handred  and  seven  : 

Richard  Hardin,  five  dollars  per  month,  lo  com 
Ktence  on  the  eleventh  day  of  September,  out 
tbouHod  eight  hundred  and  six  ; 

Jonalhsn  Holion,  ten  dollsrsper  iflODth,  tocom- 
neDce  on  the  eighth  day  of  Sepicmfaer,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  aix:         . 

JoDBtban  Willard,  fire  dollars  per  month,  to 
commence  on  the  eighth  day  of  Septemtier,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  six: 

Tboman  Pearson,  thirteen-  dollats  thtrty-ihree 
o«oti  and  one-third  of  one  sent  per  month,  10  cam* 
mence'oQ  the  tweniy-eighth  dayof  Julyi.onfc  thou- 
Mod  eight  hundred  and  air: 

John  Maynard;  sis  dolkn  per  mosth,  to  com- 
mence on  the  twenty-Sfth  day  of  <July,  ons  thou- 
sand eight  bnndred  and  six  t 

Thomas  Arery,  sixteen  dollars  aixtt-sii  centa, 
and  two-thirds  of  one  cent  per  month,  to  com- 
mence OD  the  third  day  of  October,  one  ihooaand 
eight  hundred  and  six :   ' 

Ebenezer  Goe,  twenty  dollara  per  month,  to 
cMDinence  on  the  thirty-first  day  of  July,  r- 
thouund  eight  hundred  a    ' 


Ebenfzer  Bancroft,  dz  doUars  per  t 
commence  on  the  thirtv-first  day  ef  Oct 
Aounand  eight  hundred  ai 


William  Worthing  ton,  fifteen  dollars  par  month, 
W  commence  on  the  nineteenth  day  of  Novem- 
bw.  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six : 

David  Hawtey,  ten  dollan  per  month,  to  eom- 
Bunce  on  the  eighth  day  of  December,  one  ihou- 
Mnd  eight  hundred  and  (ix:  - 

8bo.  3.  And  he  it  fyrOer  endOed,  That  the 
pension  of  Benjamin  'Barilett,  of  Massac hnntts, 
vho  was  employed  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States  B&  an  escort,  spy,  alid  ^ide,  at  the -pay  of 
one  flollar  per  dav  during  hostilities  wjUi  certain 
ladian  trIhM,  io  the  year  one  tho^aoj  aeren  bun- 
died '«nd  ninety -Tout,  and  was  disabled  by  being 
wounded  while  in  said  service,  be  incraaM  Hi 
five  dollaiB  per  mouth. 

Sbo.  4.  And  be  U further- enactad,  That  the 
pensioners  becoming  sack  by  nrtoe  of  this  act 
shall  be  paid  ia  the  same  manner  as. invalid  pen- 
■ionen  are  ptid,  who  have  hereloforfe  been  placed 
on  the  pension  list  of  the  United  8tat«,  under 
aoeh  restrictions  and  ragalations  in  all  ropecta  as 
ue  prcMrtted  by  the  laWs  of  the  United  'States, 
ia  such  eases  provided.        ... 

Approved,  March  Z,  1807. 

An  Act  making  praviiton  fin  the  di^oaat  at  lbs  pub- 
lic lands,  aitnsted  betwesn'tbc  Uutcid  State*'  loili- 
taiy  toaci  and  tha  Connaetjcot  reserre,  and  Gn  other 


Be  it  enacted,  fc^  That,  for  the  dbposai  of  tbe 
lands  of  the  United  States,  situated  betwaen  the 
United  States'  military  inot  and  the  ConaectioBl 
reaerve,  a  land  oBiBe  shall  be  eatahliAhed,  which 

tail  ba  kept  atsDch  place  as  the  Prciidentof  the 
aited  Stales  may  direct:  and  that,  for  ih*  dis- 
posal of  the  lands  of  the  United  Smew  lying  on 


(be  Ohio  river,  between  the  Cincinnati  and  Tin- 
cenoes  distrietii,  a  land  office  riba II  beeataUiahed 
at  Jefferaonville:  and  for  each  (^  the  said  o&eti 
a  register  and  receiver  of  public  moneys  shall  he 
appointed,  who  shalUgive  security  in  tbe  same 
manner,  in  ibe  same  sums,  and  whose  compenn- 
tioD,  emoli^ments,  duties,  and  authority,  aball,  in 
every  respect,  be  the  «ame,  in  relation  to  the  laiida 
which  shall  be  disposed  of  at  their  offices,  a*  are 
may  be  provided  by  law.  in  r  '  "' 


rpgisl 


a  the 


several  offices  establisbad  for  the  disposal  ot  the 
lands  of  the  Utiiied  States,  north  of  the  rivet 
Ohio,  and  above  the  mouth  of  Eeatveky  rinr. 

Sbc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enatUd,  That  all 
the  lands  of  the  United  Siatea,  in  the  said  dis- 
triota,  shall,  with  iha  exception  of  the  aeeiioa 
number  ■ixteen,'«iid  with  tne  exeeptioii  also  of 
thirteen  sections,- in  eluding  tbe  low'tr  town  of  the 
Di^taware  tribe  of  Indians,  and  their  improve- 
menis,  which  sail]  Thirtepa  sections  shall  be  drsir- 
naled  by  the  Beerelary  of  the  Treasury,  and  sball 
be  reserved  for  the  use  of  the  said  tribe  and  thar 
descendants,  so  long  »»  they  continue  to  reside 
iheteon  and  euhivatc  the  same,  be  offered  fur  sale 
to  the'  bigheat  bidder^  under  the  dfreetioa  of  the 
register  <rf  the  lapd  offioe,  Aid  of  tbe  reecirer  of 
pubHo'money«,at4he  pttces,.respeBtirely,  where 
the  land  offices  are  kept,  and  on  sDcb  day  or  days 
as  shall,  by  proclimation  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  be  designated  for  that  porpoee: 
the  sales  shall  remain  open  at  each  place  for 
six  weeks,  and  no  longer:  the  lands  shsiil  ool  be 
sold  for  less  than  \m*>  dollan  'an  aare,  and  aball, 
is  every  ether  liesMet,  ba  sold  in  tract*  of  iha 
tame  size,  and  on  the  saAie  terras  and  conditiaiis 
as  have  been,  «r  may  be  by.  law  provided  for  tands 
sold  north  of  the  river  Ohio,  and  abo*«  the  month 
of  the  KtntDcky  rirer.  ~AH  the  lands  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  the  said  districts,  with  the  excep- 
tions above-m'^iioned,  remaining  unsold  at  the 
close  of  the  poblic  sain:  mny  be  disposed  of  at 
private  sale,  by-the  register  of  the  reipeetive  laad 
office*,  in  the  same  manner,  under  tbe  same  r^a- 
lations,  for  the  same  price,  and  on  the  same  tenns 
and  condiiTaiis,  as  are:!^  may  be  provided  brlaw, 
for  the  sale  of  ths  lands  of  .the  United  States 
north  of  the  river  Ohio,  and  above  tbe  aaotiih  of 
tbe  Keaiacky  river.  And  patents  shall  be  ob- 
uined  for  atlJaads  sold  in  said  districts,  in  the 
same  mMoer  and  do  the  same  terms  as  are  pro- 
Tided  by  law,  Ibr  othe^  public  land*  aold  in  tbe 
Bute  of  Ohio- and  the  Indiana  Territory. 

Sbd.  3.  And  be  it  fitrtker  maettd,  That  ih« 
seiTHinl  snperinlendenia  of  public,  sales,  direoted 
by  this  acl^  shall  receive  six  dollars  a  dayforesLck 
day's  attendance  on  the'said  sales. 

Sac.  4.  And  bt  U  fitrHter  enatied,  That  tbe 
President  of  the  United  Sutes,  in  ths  reeoaa  of 
Congres^  shall  have  fail  pgwer  to  appoint  and 
oomtnisston  the  registers  and  receivers  of  pablie 
moneys  ofihe  btad  a&txa  tisiablisbed  by  this  act, 
and  their  commissions  shall 'continae  in  force  un* 
til  the  end  of  the'Mssion  of  Coagress'  next  enMi- 

g  Bsoh  appointment. 

Sed.  5.  And  be  it  fialkar  emaeted.   Tb*t  tbe 
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atrtni  lead  mioes  in  the  lodiaoa  Territory,  to- 
gether with  Bi  maiif  seeiioni  contipiooa  to  each 
at  (ball  be  deemed  necessary  by  the  Preudent 
of  the  United  Stales,  shall  be  reserred  for  the 
fnliire  disposal  of  the  Unitsd  Sialei;  and  rb^ 
gnnt  which  may  hereafter  be  made  for  >  tract 
of  land  containing  a  lead  mine,  which  had  been 
discovered  previous  to  the  purchase  of  soch  tract 
from  tbe  United  States,  sball  be  considered  fraud- 
ulent and  null:  And  the  President  of  the  United 
Btatei  shall  be,  and  is  hereby,  autboriied  to  lease 
asf  lead  mine,  which  has  been  or  may  hereafter 
be  diKOTered  in  the  Indiana  Territory,  for  a  teirm 
not  exceeding  Stc  years. 

8bo.  6.  4md  be  itJvrOter  enacted,  That  Oeor^e 
Ash  shall  hare  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  six 
hundred  and  fonr  acres  of  land,  including  his 
improrement  on  the  river  Ohio,  below  tbe  former 
InaiaD  boundary  line;  the  boundaries  of  the  tract 
ahtll  be  deiignaied  by  the  register  of  the  land 
office,  and  tbe  said  land  shall  M  granted  to  him 


at  the  same  price,  and  on  baymeot  being  made  in 
the  same  manner  as  for  omer  public  land  sold  at 
private  sale;  the  respective  insiatmenta  of  the  pur- 
chase money  shall  become  due  at  the  same  time 


Approved,  March  3,  1607. 


publish  Ibe  report  and  diut  of  the  nr- 
Tcy  of  tbs  coaet  of  North  Cui^s. 
Rfolved,  by  ihe  Senate  and  Boiae  tf  Seprt' 
lenXativett^the  Umted  Slate*  t^Ameriea,  in  Qm- 
grem  oMtm^fed,  That  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Trea- 
sury be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  and  directed 
to  caase  to  be  published  tbe  report  and  chart  of 
a  survey  of  tha  coast  of  North  Caroliua,  made 
by  Thomas  Coles  and  Jonathan  Price,  under  tbe 
act  of  Congress  passed  at  (he  last  session  for  that 
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1  PnOCBBDfNOS  AND  DEBATSS  OF  THB  SECOND  SBSSION  OF 
THE  NINTH  CONGB^SS. 


Adams,  Mt^  oppcMM  lh«  t«Mlnflotl  tea  the  Mhr 
and  fTuit  of  land  to  the  Cheaapnaka  and  . 
DelatraiB  Canal  Compaay      -        -        - 

AIaiBiid«r,  Ivan,  a  charge  of  cooipiiacy  ajatnt^ 
mad<  by  Oeneral  WUkinioa   -        -  "      - 

Alnmidii^  Dutrict,  of  Ctdmnbia,  a  petition  oF 
Hm  tubalntaiiu  oC  prajing  the  Senate  to' 
pa«  a  bill,  aa  peued  bj  tbe  Hoqie  of  Rni- 
raaantatlTea,  far  eredting  a  bridpt  oier  tba 


SENATE. 
Page. 


a  vembrist  of  anndij  dlbeiu  of,  pmrfaiB  to 
1m  ioooipprated  into  a  dompany  (br  mak- 
inB  a  turnpike  road  from  Bridge  Point  to 
aaiddtj  '-  -■  -  -■..'■ 
Allev,  Ira,  a  pefiiloa  ot  Tea4>  iai  relhred  to  a 
select  conmittee  ■        *   .    ■ 

the  ooousitiae  discharged  from  AuIImt  con- 
aidaatioD  tb«(«af  ■  '  **  - 
Amast  ofthe  United  Stalaa,  a  leaahitloa  labtnll- 
ted  to  appoint  a  committee  to  inquire  wtie- 
ther  an?  amendoienta  are  neceAtr^  to  the 
aet  preaeriUng  mlas  and  regnUtmns  fitr 
Ulie  govenuncnt  of  Oe  - 
AexwoluIionagTead  to,  an^  a  camraittefe  ap- 

•aid  committea  diacbarged  fiont  further  con* 

■deration  of  the  subjtct  ... 

B. 

BaldMi,  Mr.,  anggtataaJ— btaalo  lb«.aala«aa 

pant  (rf  land  to4e  CSNaapeah*  a^d  Del* 

■ware  Oaaal "— f—y  -        r 

Bank  *r  *e  Unitad  •«(«,  a 


ttaa  awtnUswr  a«iMd  ta.aBd  aMtanil 

yMMad.        .        ,        .        . 
a{iUi«poited,tMdiaD(l«rd«red  toa 


letnmed  &om  the  House  with  aii—iliasiila, 
wUthiMaeagiwdto  .  • 
Batifat  «Nd  lofowaa  Conpuiia%  «.  (Malitiea 
«utMilll3fcr<«WMimal»inqiib»«Mo 
the  eipedieacj  of  allowing  incoiparatsd, 
to  tdle  and  aetl  «eaM '  " 

the  benefit  of  their  n 


ijard,  lfa<,  apaech  o^  m 

Delaware  canal 
Kadan,  Laarient,  a  palil 

an  adinene  EspM  aai 


da,  tbe  Pieddealtf  Ike  Unit- 
ed States  tranoniU  a  taetuoir  of  Aa  «Iwm 
«<ia«ffarledbj;thaOaTemmanlofFranBa, 
aainat  and  legal, 'whiAbiBBd,aBd  raAH- 
red  ta  a  select  commitlM  ... 
Bndl«7,  Stephen  IL,  Aa-eiadanliali  aS,  read 
Brigga,  EAnud,  a  bill  boB  the  Booaa  of  Bep- 
laeimlaltTsa  ftstfce  selief  »£,  raad    • 


orderedto  a  third  reading    - 

read  a  thM  ti«B«  and  paaaeA 

BtUT,  Theodore,  I 


the  aabject  of  widgea 
BtUT,  AaMD,  a  Msssaga  Am*  the 

taUingtheproceediiigaof        .      -. 

inAnaMkn  fiM  «f  Iha  antmte  a(  to  lb« 

oiTil  anlboritiea  •        -        - 


read  a  second  time,  and  ndened  te 


read*  third  tin^  and  psMsd  as  amaaded   • 
OaasT,  Oaaasal  Leri,  the  Hmiae  of  R^rasenta- 

ti*a  Hifonn  the  Bsaata  of  the  ' 
Obaptataa,  a  joint  laa^tion  adapted 

inwhkh  the  Ha«i    ''  '"  ~ 


ChenAaa  aad  Plaakaahaw  Indians,  a  bill  fram 
Iha  House  of  Bepresenlativee  jaaking  ap- 
paMtiatloaa  to  can;  into  ifbct  a  tiea^ 
with  tha,raad   twka,  and  refened  to  a 


ittaoBt  amandmant,  read  a  third 

1  Delaware  Canal,  a  aamorial  of 
the  C-atpany,  pnaentad  at  tbe  laK  sea. 
aion,  lag«ifaer   with  the  documents  and 


db,Google 


INDEX 

StaaU  ProeeteHngt  and  DebaUt. 


CheMLpaake  uid  Delaware  Canal — coDlmiMd.      R 
a  leport  of  aaid  oDmmittea,  with  a  naolatioa 

tai  the  grant  at  land        .        .        .        ■ 
the  reaoEation   reportoJ  by  tha  commitlMi 

■fiaed  ki,  •nd  a  oonimittee  appointed 
abiU  reported,  for  tha  sale  sad  grant  of  laod 

to  the,  company,  read     .        .        .        - 
read  a  aecoDil  time      -         ■  .         .         . 

farther  action  on  it  partpODed    - 
in  aniandmant  anbrnitted  and  the  bill  again 


taken  up  and  again  portpo&ed    -        -        - 

poatponed  tolhe  next  waMOB  of  Congreaa   - 

a  nariotion  labMltted,  directing  the  Sea*' 

twy  of  Hie  Treaani7  U 


.._.  _.  anacuDre 

■a  to  the  naeftdneea,  metiBaUtitjr,  andez- 
peiM  of  tbe-cantemplatad'  • .     ,  - 

the  above  raaalntii>n  withdnwn  bj  tht  tiorer 
ChMter,  Jtdu),  the  petition  of,  togMber  with  die 
report  thereon  of  the   Secretary  of  the 
Traamrr  at  the  Uat  aewin,  refarrod  t«  k 


a  bill  reportad'fiir  the  T^ief  of;  read,  uid  <ic- 
doredW  a  aecood  loading        ... 

ordered  tu  a  third  rsading  -        .  -      . 

read  a  third  time,  and  pwaad      ... 

Chi^iMw  IndiatH,kbiUfi«t»the  Honaeof  Bap- 

reaentattree  making  apitnipriatkma  tooar- 

17  i^to  eflaet  a  trea^  with  the,  T«ad  t  wioe, 

and  raArred  to  a  commlltae    ... 


Oiicnit  Courta,  a  molnlioD  adbuitled  to  exMmd  to 

the  dkltMt*  of  Kentntkr,  TenMaaee  and  .. 

Ohio,  tbe        -        ,        .        .        -        - 

tha  reeololloB  agraad  to,  and-  rUbmd  ta  a 

committee      -        -        - 
a  biU  reported,  wd,  aad  ordered  to  »  ■taend 


ordered  to  a  third  reading  -      '  - 
amended,  read  a  third  time,  and  ,paaaed  aa 

amended        -        -        -    •    -        -    •    . 
tetnnied  &o«a'lhe  Hooae  bf  Beprwentalma 

With  amdndmeate,  and  nCarred 
the  cooiRuttee  report  an  agraenMBtlo  the 


bridgea,  ordered  10  be  printed  - 
Clay,  Henry,  produced  hia  credenliklB  and  look 

hia  (eat  •■  a  Senaler  ... 

Clerite,  a  UlVfrom  the  Houae  of  SepnaentatiTaa 

to  ameadtheaet  fttlng'thaooinpelHatim 

of,  and  fin  other  puipae<ia,tead  and  ordered 

to  a  aeeond  reading        w        .        .        . 
read  a  leeDnd  tinle,  and  referred  .      .  •■ 

reported  with  amendraenia  .        ^        . 

fljrther  action  on  it  poi^HmM  to  the  next 

■enioD  of  Congieea         .... 
Ooaataofthe  United  ma)ea,abUI  fronthe  Hom« 

of  RepreeenUtlve*  to  pmideler  rarrayiaf 

the,  read         ,...-- 
read  a  aeeond  time,  .'and  referted 
reported  with  amaBdmenla,  and  efdend  to 

lie  for  conaideration        -        -        -  '     • 
amendnenta  agreed  to,  and  MB  erdared  to  a 

third  reading  -        -        -        -        - 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed  ai 


Columbia  Packet,  a  petition  ptiftDg  a  mgiaf 

far  the  ahip    -...-- 

Connecticut  Reaerve,  a  bill  from  the  Hooae  t£ 

BepHMOtatiTea  proridiug  for  the  diepoeal 

of  tbe  public  landi  vtuated  between  the 

United  State*  nilitaiy  tract  and  the 

read  twke  and  referred      .... 

reported  widionl  amendment      ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        -         - 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaed      ... 

Constitution,  Mr.  Clay  eabmittad  a  reaolntioa  to 


seeeion  of  Congreaa 
Contin|«ikt  Fnnd,  an  accoDDt  of  the,  ti 

by  the  Prendent    -        -        .        .        • 

CetlDieau,  Denaii  de,  a  petitioe  ot,  read  and  laid 

OD  the  table   ....-- 

Cieigfaton,  Jainea,  a  petition  oC,  praying  altowaaae 

rfdiawbaek  --.---- 

CrioiM  againat  the  United  Stalee,  a  bin  fi«n  tbe 

Houe  of  Hepi«Mntati*ee  proridiug  fi>l  tha 

ptmiibmetit  of  certain,  read  and  ordered  la 

a  aeeond  reading    ..... 

read  a  aeeond  time,  and,  roffrred  •    .     -  , 

reported  with  amendmenla  ... 

ordered  lo  a  third  reading'  u  amended 

lead  a  third  time,  and  paaaed  a*  amended    - 

Cnmberiand  Boad,  raoott  of  tbe  CoDHUMaonan 

for  laying  out  ttie,  Iraaamitled  by  Am  IVa- 

aidentoftheUo^edStataa  '  - 

.    referred  to  a  committee      .... 

a  UU  reported,  makinf  appropriationa  fbi  Oe, 

read      -  -       -        -       -    _  - 

read  a  aeeond  time,  and  ordered  to  ■  thin) 

read  a  third  time,  and  pawed      .        .        - 
OnatMna,  a  repoK  bom  the  Compholler  cf  the 
Tteaanry,  atatin^  the  emolnmenla  of  &e 
•Sicara  of  the  -        - 

&. 
Dexter,  Daniel,  8.,  a  bill  frooi  tbe  Hooae  «f  Bep- 
re«e«Mati*«a,lbrMllafotMad  ... 
read  a  eaeoad  tinar  and  raftered - 
reported  with  an   anaoiibNeBt,  lAkh   «*• 
agreed  M,aad'lbeinB  etAeiod  l»AlkM  ' 
reading-       ...   -  -       - 

te^  a  tUri  ti«a,  aad  paoMd  aa  aaaadad    - 
DbtiicI  Conrte,  a  bill  ft«a  lb>  Boaae«f  Bay 

aaiilatiiaai iMHUha  aiiwei  iif  |iaitiiiii 

wri^ofiDJiiiictieBeUlhajodfaa  o^Mai 
read  a  aaacMd  tima,  aad  raftpad 
TaoorMd  with  amendmenta  ... 

«>Qai4aMlio.  paMpMud     .... 
aBMndmaote  agreed  toi  aod  bill  erdeiad  M  a 

ililiilriiiiiat         -       - 
read  a  third  time,  and  pwaid  aa  aienAeit  • 
'"  ■  ' ^-  10 radaee tbeexpaaae* 


tkeriead 

Milered  lo  a  third  reading 
read  a  third    ' 
amended 
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•  lull  fiam  Iha  HooM  ctrBvprMeiitatiTai  (nr- 
ihra  mpplemBnUi;  U>  the  act  canoaning 

nad  B  Moond  time,  utd  referrad 

raport«d  without  unendment,  and  oiAwed  to 

a  tlurd  reading        '        -   .     - 
Mad  ^  ttqid  titost  Slid  paand 
Dnkc,  Gilbert,  a  bill  team  tbeHonaeaf  Bapraaall- 

tativa*  to  diacharse  from  imfiiaoiuDUt, 

twke  read  and  refeired  -        -        -'     i  • 
Nported  without  anMudnMnt,  raad  a  tiuii 

tiioe,  and  paMod    • 
Dnwbad,  a  patlttan  of  aimdij  merdianla  ^  Pbil- 

adelphia,  prByia|  Umoftt  at,  raad    • 
Mferrea  to  a  emnntttao      .       .       .       ■ 


the  reaolnUon  adoptad.and  ibe  order  giv«B  •    107 
E. 
Eaton,  Oanaral  William,  «  bill  friHn  (ho  Honae 
ofReprewnlatrTea  authoriiinK  a  uttlanMnt 
of  the  aecounla  of,  read  .        ,        .        - 
read  a  aacand  time,  and  lefisrred 
Hforted  without  ainendiDent,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reiidiiig      -       - '     • 
raad  a  third  tima,  and  paaaad  '   • 
Enrdlad  BUIa,  appointment  of  Mr.  Tarlior  a*  a 
joint  committee  on  .... 

Endeaoea  of  paUie  debt,  a  motion  mbmtlted  to 
■pptMnt  ■  joint  committee  to  inqnfre  Wbe-. 
'  ther  an  error  did  not  oeenr  in  the  enroll- 
inant  of  the  act  to  prohibh  th«  rcucdpt  at, 
in  payment  tot  pnblio  landa  ■-  ~ 
the  metloD  agreed  to,  aod  a  auMMJUae  q>- 

the  ooBmtttB*  nportai  tm  amended  metiaa 


Fee  Bill,  a  report  from-  the  jndgei  of  the  Diatrict 
of  Colombia,  in  oba£anca  to  a  (Moliilioii 
«f  Iholaat  MMwn,eii  ihs  wb^ectof  a  - 
.  (See  DUIritt  ff  CiAmbia,0aU.) 

d  dire«tiBB  the  Attan^ 

1  1^1  be&ue  Iba 

to  attomeja,  &c. 
fm,  %  UU  &oaa  the  Hoaaeof  RaiiteautatiTeo,. 
Ibrreliafof  theauflbrenbj.inJPortvNOHlh, 


road  a  aaooud  time,  and  ordered  ti 


rMd.a  thud  time,  and  pa«ed      -        -        . 

Ftraitn  tutiODi,  a  reiolution  iubmitted  la  refer 

to  a  aeleet  commitleooo  maclt^rf  the  Prepi- 

deat'a  M  eaaafe  aa  relafea  to  ulerpnaaa 


to,  ewdoatiale  ettmA 


anggeite  a  donht  a*  to  fhe  pmprietj  of  grant- 
ing land  to  the  Chaaapnke  and  Delawani 
Canal  Company  -  .  ...  80 
Giat,  Hear;  Gary,  and  othen,  memtnial  of,  relat- 
ing to  their  discovery  of  a  lead  mine  in 
Indians,  read  and  refeirad  -  -  -  78 
GoTerttment,  a  bill  Irom  the  Honse  of  Repreaen- 
ta^Tei  making  appropriatioqa  fbi  lapport 
of,  read  twice  and  referred       .        .        .       gfi 

Reported,  amended,  and  oidentd  to  ■  third 
raiding -        .     100 

Mad  a  third  time,  end  paned  a«  amended     IDS 
Grand  Jorors,  a  motion  iubmitted  fbr  ■  commit- 
tee fo  preparg  ■  bill  to '  r^nlate  \hB  inm- 
moning  of-        -'-  -5S 

Hie  motion  agreed  to,  and  a  committee  ap- 
pointed     ■-.....      81 

a  bin  reported,  and  read      •        -        -        -       SI 

read  a  aecond  time,  and  referred         -       -      n 

teported  wiA  tn  amendmoDl,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  rending       .....      US 

Mad  a  third  time,  and  paiaed  aa  amended   -      07 
Gregg,  Andrew,  tho  credentiBli  o^  read 


organ^Dg  a  government  for  Looiaiana    - 
Gnnboata,  a  Meassge  irom  the  Preeiilent  of  the 

United  Slates,  relating  to  the  effect  of     - 
t  bill  fiooi  the  HoUM  of  RepresenUtivea  for 

building,  and  foi  other  purposes,  read 
read  a  aecond  time,  and  referred  -        -        - 
reported  with  amendmeots 
amend  m  CD  ta  agreed  to,  bill  read  a  third  time, 

and  puaed  ai 


Habeas  Cor 


a  hill  I 


read  three  tines  by  conaeot, 

Harding,  Captain  Selh,  •  petition  at,  read  Bird 
referred  ...... 

•  bin  repprted  lor  relief  of,  and  read    - 
read  a  second  time,  and  poatponed 
amended,  and  ordered  lo  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  postponed 
paiaed  as  amcoded  -       .  . 

Harroy,  Tbonta*,  •  leoolntiMt  mbauttad  to,  pay 


additwaateoMenaalinfi  to       -        -        - 
<h«  reaolutioD  adopted,  and  th*  Etoenlary 


j*y  ■ 

Hays,  John,  memorul  of.    (Baa   Wof^  and 

iUaturtl.') 
Hearn,  William,  a  Ml  ftom  the  Hoase  <it  Rapra- 
leiitatiTes  to  diaehaige  fiotu  ImpriaanmeBt, 

i*fcrred 

laportod  with  amendmeBH,  and  read  a  sao- 


aMandnanti' adopted,  and  wdefef  to  a  ^lird 


wad  a  ttird  Una,  and  pMaed  aa  aiaendid  • 
Henry,  J  amea,  memorial  oil  as  forenan  of  a  grand 
hin  in  MkUgoni  againet  Ate  diiinon  of 
Indiana  Teiriloiy  into  two  goTemmrala, 
faudonth»taMe     -        -        .        - 
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DTOEX. 


Hauw  of  B«preMnUliTM,  •  nuiMt*  from  tbe, 
relating  to  ■  quorum  tipr  buoAeu    - 
ft  mMMfa  that  they  are  readj  [o  adjouai    - 


Indun*  Tatrkpiy,  T««)liitu»i>  of  the  LegUlatin 
Council  o^  on  th«  (oipeerion  of  iho  lii- 

g-aevcnth  srtide  of  compact  bflweeo  Iho 
nited  Statei  lUid  the  .Tarritoriea  and 
State*  Northwest  of  the  mei  Ohio,  to- 
gether with  a  letter  from  the  Governor 

a  bill'  &om  the  House  of  Ilepreientati,Tee 
making  coqipeuulion  for  extra  earrice*  to 
the  Goiemoi,  Judgee,  aail  Secretary  of, 
read  twice,  and  oidcaed  to  a  third  reading     1 

read  a  third  time,  and  puied  -  -  -  | 
Lidiana  and  MitJiuan,  ■  report  from  the  ^ecie- 
tar;  of  the  Treaiury,  with  a-traHaeript  of 
the  dedaioD  of  the  Commiuiooan  in  fa- 
vor of  claimuite  to  land  in  the  diatriot  of 
Detroit 

the  report  refilrTed  to  a  committee 
bdiin  deptedatJona,  a  reaolulion  lobmitted  to 
appoint  a  eommittiee  to  inquire  what  fur- 
ther pnniiion  ia  necesear;  to  insure  the 
indemnitj  guarantied  b;  law  to  niffereri 


the  reeolntion  agreed  to,  and  a  committee 


al  fmpn 


it«d 


Internal  fmpiOTement,  Mr.  Worthington- submit- 
ted a  reeolntion  directing  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treaaurj  to  prepare  and  report  a  {ilui 
lor  the  application  of  such  means  aa  are 
within  tM  power  of  Congresa,  to  pnrpcoea 
of-       .       .  .... 

the  reoolation  adopted        .... 

Invalid  Penaionen,  a  bill  A«a  the  Honae  of  Rep- 
neentatnai  concerning,  read  twice  and 

reported  without  amcn^cnt 
read  a  third  time,  and  yarned 
Jolmi,   Rjn'aej,   and  ether*.    (9ae   Ciemyeake 

and  Delaware  Canai,') 
Jounul»  of  Congieaa,  a  petition,  prajins  that  a 
nnmbot  of  cojKea  of  FolweU'a.  editida  of 
the,  may  be  purchaaed  of  the  preeanthold-' 


to  the  United  Blatea,  a 
to  be  made  by  law.  to 


a  bill  reported  on  the  aab}a«t,'«id  M«d 

imkI  a  awxmd  time     .        ~     .  - 

the  aeeond  reading  reaomed        -        • 


amendmenta  adopted,  and  the  bill  erdwad 

to  a  third  reatUai  -       .       .       - 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed  aa  n>w»lnil 

Latom,  Jokn,  fcenwriat  e(  (m4,  aulkid  «a  Iho 


Levi*  and  lUxweU,  (See  Joumak  ^  Cmgrttt, 


read  a  aecood  time,  and  ratartad 


I^fti*  and  Clarke — as*tiQiw4>  Pi 

repaited  wMeat  aman  AMot  .  .  - 
Offered  to  a  tUrd  reading  -  .  •  - 
read  a  third  time,  aod  paned      ... 

Library,  a  joint  oemmitlee  eppeteled  od  Iha  part 
of  At  Benata,  on  the      - 
a  report  from  aaid  committaa      -        - 

Lighthouse*,  a  bill  from  the  Henae  of  Bef»»- 
•entBtrrei  to  erect  eertafa),  Ac,  lead 
reed  a  eeoovd  lime,  and  nrfMred 
reported  without  UBcndmeM      ■        -         - 


en  up  and  peetyBBe*    - 
i  ■  Uiird  time,  and  pawed 


fin-  lfc«  Fsliif  oC,  r 

reported  wfdwut  amendment,  read  a  wtooai 
tine,  end  postooaed       .... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •      '  . 
-  read  a  third  Haw,  and  paosed      ... 
Logan,  Mti^  ramarks  of,  LRmdnotof;  ef  a  mda 
tioB  to  consider  the  propriety  of  repedng 
'  M  mch  of  any  act  *■  altewa  a  drawbaA 
«r  dniie* 
Louidana, «  co^  of  tfie  lawi  for  ttfe  go»eiBM*Bl 
of  the  "nrritory  of,  tranamitted  by  the 
President  of  the  Upited  State* 


Maaoo,  John,  and  others,  a  petitiqn  ot,  agalnal  the 

Potomac  bridge       -   ,     -        -        -         S(|SI 
Mathen,  Jamee^SErKBaot-al-Arms  and  Dooiha*^ 
rizeXto  employ  an  AatistaBCaBi] 


II 


MathatBt  John,  arsaolution  submitted  lopay  ail- 

ditlonal  compensation  to  ...       90 

the  reeolulion  adopted,  aad  the  Saoalaij 
aothjoriMd  to  paj|    ..... 

Me«d,Cowle>,  the  Pretideot  tranamitskktlM  ■ 


reladTe  to  the  proeeediog*  of  Aaioa  Bnrr  - 
en brderto  print  five  hnadrcd  oopia* «f  aiU 

said  Meange  raAmd  to  the  eoMMttte*  1^ 
pointed  lo  oenaMw  the  *«feJlMi*yof  ea»- 
poiiiltBg  the  writ  rf  hahaaeeoqin*  - 

omnunnieMilig  the  mbm  of  eoftaiBof 
BvrHW'  ■eniaWi,  «U<di  w  reltotad  to  Ae 
eamaoonnitl 

gMng  fciAeri 
mentaef  Sv 

Imwmitting'  a  report  of  the  CommiaiiaMm 
(M  layfng^evt  and  making  theOmibtriaA 

giving 'additJond'tuRumolien  aa  to  DMT^a 

raeom mending  gwbsali    • 
oornmvnJeatiBf  letteiB  fivm  otir  MniatoM  at 

London  and  Para .  -  .  -  - 
five  htmdtedeoplea ef  asH  M**Mf« and  le^ 

ten  onWad  to  be  jHiitted  ... 
a  latter  from  CqwIm  Mead,  in  relattaa  to 
,B«rt.     -  .     -        -    .    - 
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INDEX. 


Miehifao,  a  eopj  of  the  l»ws  a( 

the  Fcendant,  (fbi  1806.)  nArred   -  ST 

ft  report  from  the  commiRee,  ncoouneodifig 

the  Seiuite  >ot  to  duq>pn>*a  awl  kvi  •■  S9 
t  copy  of  tbi  proceadinn  of  ■  i 

of  the  dslegatea  at,  iwbnsd    - 

■  Te|H>it  &om  the  Govemw  ani  Jndgw  o^ 

in  obedUiue  to  act  -        ...      01 

■  bill  to  ngubte  the  franti  of  Uad  in,  read  S7 
read  a  ncand  timt,  and  poa^aed  -  -  48 
•toendad,  and  oidored  to  a  thitd  reading  M 
notioe  fiutliar  to  amaniJ,  tk«  bill  paatpoaad  ■  63 
the  bin  lecoznqitted  .  -  -  -.,  .  61 
ivraiTtad  with  aneDdmanti,  irbich  irera  or- 
dered to  lia  bt  ODnaidentian  -        -        -      ffit 

the  amendmenta  agivad  t(^  bill  mm]  a  third 

tims,  and  paaaed  -  -  '  -  -  -  t% 
meoaj  of.tbe  law>  of,  (fiv^IBOO-?,)  ttaua- 

mitted  by  the  PraaUeot  •  -  -  ■  60 
a  bill  ftMii  dts  Hooae  of  BcpreaanlatiTca 
proTiding  for  Ik*  paytnant  of  expenaaa  iu- 
cumd  in  the  defonce  afi  read  ■  -  -  BB 
read  a  aocDiid  time,  and  referred  •  •  •  M 
ordered  to  a  lltird  reading  ....  100 
the  bill  rejected lOS 

■  bill  from  the  House  of  B^trenntadTaa,  &- 
apptOTing  of  an  act  paaaed  b;  the  Oor- 
•raorand  JbdgMof,  concerainglha  Bank 

of  Detroit,  read 96 

raad  a  aecond  lime,  and  tafatied  .  .ft? 
ordered  to  a  third  mkliflg  -  -  -  .  -  98 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed  ■  .  -  103 
MililaiT  EtfabliahmeM,  a  bill  from  tha  Hooae  of 

Repraaenttrirea  makitag  approprialitHU  in 


second  lime,  and  referred 
reported  with  aneDdments 
eoniideration  poitponed    - 
ordered  to  a  tl^id  reading,  ia  i 
read  a  third  time,  w  aiiMnded     -        -        . 
ntnmed  firom  Ihi  Bouae  of  RepreaaiiteUTM, 

with  agreement  and  diaagreenMint 

tb*  Sanata  ionat  on  diMr  amendment*, 

Hiaiiaaippi,  a  tnll  from  the  Houie  of  Repreaenta- 

tiiea  to  annex  certain  iboie*  to  the  Patriot 

otrerf  -        -        ■        -        - 

mi  a  tecond  timei  and  refened 
teportad  withoDtvaendment  and  vrderod  to 

a  third  reading        ..... 
na4  a  third,  Ume,  and  pawed      .        .        - 


NeTKl  PewM  EetaUiaboMnU  «  bill  ireH  the  Hm 
of  Bmreeeataiiwe  i>  eddilion  to  the  • 
fmtiiitm  fa  n.aad  &>  alhtr  p—f» 


theetqipaitofthe,  t 
reported  withont  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reatUng  -        .        .        .        - 
read  a  thlM  time,  and  p«Med 
Hilttaij  Peace  EatabUalOnent,  a  committee  41- 

pmlad  to  inqnire  wbetbar  anr  additional 

ibrM  be  neoeasarj  t6  (ha 
a  bill  repofted  •np^enentaiy 

ing  the,  and  reaa   • 
read  a  aecMid  tinM,  amended,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  i«a|ling        ■        -        .        . 
read  » thiH  dme.  and  paesed  aa  amended 
Militia,  •  itatamenl  of  the,  trmnamitted  by  I 


Milledge,JebR,a9eiiMerfrei!aOeergla,  watqnal. 

ified,  end  took  hie  aeat   - 
the  endentudi  of,  read 
Mille,  Wfllatt,  a  Mpy  of  the  enmination  at, 

Nt;i«ct  of  bridfeai  ordered  to  be  pr&i 
Mmt,  a  •omuittea  appotatad  to  hiqnire  &to  1 


reading 

aiaended,  redd  a  tbitd  time,  end  poatpmad 
the  ambndad  bill  feoommiltad  ... 
repirlad  wMowt  fltrther  aHMidanBt  -        -      ST 


repeit  ef  Ae  Dtraaier  ef  the,  fraaeahtad  by 
the  pMaUBBt 
KimMftt  TaMitMj,  a  bB  fee*  the  HaoM  of 

RepnaunialiTee  aUowing  additioaal  oom- 
penntion  la  1M  Jadgsa  o<  and  fa  ether 


ai»a>iea-te»eaAatbiid  timetbyanimnni 
eeaaeMt,  otgaeiad  to       .... 

wd  a  Ihiri  ti—  and^eawd  ... 
Navi  >  i>ill  fii^io  Ike  Hooie  of  RepreeoitatiTaa 
making  apprapriatiotu  for  lupport  of  the, 
fa  Oa  year  1807,  read 

read  a  aecond  time,  and  refuted 

reported  wHhoat  amendment,  read  a  third 


relation  to  said    - 
Raw,  Beni,  a  petition  at,  praying  to  be  allowed 

drawback,  reforred 

an  adverae  report  on  tajd  petition 
Ihe  report  agreed  to-        -'-        -        -> 
NewOrt«ul>,8trill  from  tte  House  ef  Repreaau. 
tatitBi  fa  bmlding  aenstom.hotisB  at,  and 
fa  other  pnrpoaea,  read  •         :        •        • 


la  of  permanent  deimee. 


iB-impintation  act)  a  rtaohitlaD  requeaGng  the 
Prsaiifait  to  ooiamnnieate  each  Informa- 
tion aabemay  deem  proper,  respecting  hia 
dated  rteommandatioiito  tn^nd  die,  or- 

the  reeotatlaa  postponad,  and  Aen  rejeoled 
a  Ull  Item  die  House  of  RepreaentatiTes  to 
euspend  the  act  relating  to,  read 


reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading 

read  a  third  time,  and,  on  motion  to  amend, 

reported  with  snndi;  Mnendments,  and  post- 
poned  ■ -        - 

the  amendments  agreed  t»,  and  bttl  paaaed 
aa  amended    ------ 

returned  bota  the  Honse  of  Re^reaeatatlTea 
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Senate  Froeeedaigt  and  Dibalta. 


North  CandiDa,  notiM  oft  laQ  ta  altir  tinu  af 
holding  d)e  drcnit  court  in      - 
]mt»  fnnted,  >  bilt  pinented,  and  nad 
nad  a  aeoond  time,  and  refisrfed      _    • 
rgpoitad  witboat  amendnunt      •    '    - 
Ofoered  to  a  third  reading  -        •        ■ 
nad  a  third  time,  and  paised      - 
returned  firon  the  House  of  RepreeentatiTM 

with  amendmenta,  and  referred 

(he  amendnwat*  of  the  House  cooconred  in 

•  report  from  the  Secretin  of  the  Treaanrj 

relaliDg  to  the  lurrej  of  the  coaat  of,  be- 

tveen  Cape*  Fear  and  HattCTai     - 

a  joist  iHoltitioti  from  the  Hbiue  of  Repe- 

Mutatifea  to  publiih  the  report  and  chart 

of  tlie  nirTej  of  the  coactof    -        .        . 

Mad,  and  orderad  to  a  aecond  reading 

TMd  •  aecoBd  time,  and  iwfcrred         -      '  • 

Mported  «rith  anMndneot*         •        .        . 

aamdMenta  kdoMMl,  aad  <iut  TMolotim  Or* 

derad  to  ■  third  reading  -        ... 

read  a  thkd  time,  and  paaaed  aa  amended  • 

retamed  from  the  Honae  of  Represenlativea 

with  diMgrremeDt,  and  die  Swute  reeeda 


a  biH  from  th»  Honea  of  BapreaentatiTCn  ■•- 
ipacting  claiDU  to  land  in  the  Tenilori— 
of  Loniaiana  and,  read  -        -        -        - 

nad  a  third  time,  and  refttred    .        -        - 

i«(iorted  with  amendmenta         -        -         . 

tnendmenla  adopted,  and  hiH  ordeMd  to  a 


read  a  third  fime,  and  paaaed  aa  amended 


mntativea  Ibr  relief  of)  read 
read  a  eeeond  time,  and  nArred 
raportedwitti  amendment*,  whkh  wen  read 
auendmenti  adopted,  bill  read  a  third  lime, 

and  paeaed  ••  emeDded  -       -        .       . 
Porte  and  Harhora,  a  reaolttliaa  mbnitlMl  to  !»- 

(crMmDctioffhe  Praaidant'a  Maaeagaei 

TOfiMB  to  the~deftnc«o4  to  a  aeled eoo- 


Ogden,  Peter  V.,  a  eharge'Of  ixtnt^nej  made 

againit,  by  GenenJ  Wilkiiuan 
Ohio,  s  petition  from  aundry  inbaLitanta  of  Co- 
lombia coilstj  in,  praying  a  redu<^on  of 
the  pricea  of  reaened  lectiona,  refaired    - 
notice  of  a  bill  giving  thKaasantofCoDBraa* 
to  a  propoaition  cDatsioed  in  the  6th  >ec- 
tioD  of  the  7th  article  of  the  conatitution  of      SO 
leave  granted,  a  liill  preaeuted,  and  read      -      36 
read  a  aeeond  time,  and  refeired         -        -      86 
a  reaolution  cubmitted  ,»ffinaillg  die  pro- 
priety of  appropriating  a  quantity  of  lani^ 
towards  opeai^  the  csual  at  the  Rapida 
of  the  ri*Br    -      ,  -        -        -        -        - 
the  reaolntiDn  adopted,  and  a  committee  ap- 

a  report  made  bj  said  committee 
the  report  read  ..... 

and  agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appoiDted 
to  prepate  a  bill  ..... 
which  bill  ia  prewDtad,  aod  read  -  •  93 
ordered  to  a  lecond  reading  •  -  -  M 
amended,  read  a  third  .time,  and  paaaed  m 

amended  .  ■  .  .. '  -  -  S6 
a  reaelulion  of  the  Legiilalure  of,  teloliQg  to 
an  exchange  of  landa  granted  for  the  nae 
of  achoD[i,reed  .  -  -  -  '  -  -  SI 
uotlter  reaolutioD  of  the  aame,  reqneathg 
the  pasaage  of  a  law  to  prohibit  the  im> 
portatioQ  of  elaies.  •        ...        .      fll 

Mtioe  of  a  bill  lo  explain  the  act  enp ple- 
mentarj  to  the  act  to  divide  the  'Territory 
Northweat  of  the  rivet,  into  two  govern- 

nente   -' as 

leaie  granted,  a  bill  preaented,  and  read  30 

read  a  aeeood  time,  and  referred         .        .      4S 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  -  ■  ■  •  •  46 
read  a  third  time,  and  poctponed  -  -  Vt 
lakan  up,  and  paaaed  -    '    .        -      60 

Oitean^  notifo  of  a  bill  to  eucowage  — Ulamwl 

in  the  waatem  diatnet  of       •       -       •      63 , 


the  reaidatiaD  agreed  (o,  and  •  oonuultee 

•  Ml  reported,  and  read  '  -  '  - 
read  a  leeoud  time,  and  refbmd 
a  bill  bom  the  Honae  of  Reprvrntatrre* 

ing  the,  and  boUdug  gnnboata,  re^ 

read  a  aecond  lime,  and  referred 

reported  with  amendmenta 

amendmenta  agreed  to,  and  UD  ordered  to  a 
third  reading  -        -        '        -        '     . 

rmA  a  third  time,  and  pawed  aa  mmmtiei    -     1 
Porlnnuuth,  New  Hampehire,  a   lull  frm  tbs 
Houee  of  RepreMntatiTei  tor  reBef  of  Ihra 
BuQeren  hy  fire  in,  twice  read,  and  re- 
ferred      31, 

reported  without  anendmeot,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -        . 

read  a  third  time,  and  pawed     - 
Peatoaatar  Oeneral,  a  report  from  the^iu  ab«- 


llaat 


dience  to  the  act  of  Apr 
Foat  Roada,  a  biH  from  the  Ho 

ativiu  to  wtabliah  certain,  twice  read 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed      ... 
PotoQue  River,  a  bill  from  the  Hooaf  of  Repc*' 
aentativee  to  erect  a  bridg^ovar,  read 
read  a  aecond  time,  and  referr^ 
reported  without  «mandmei^  logelher  with 
petition  againat  it 


the  a 


and  the  bill 
-      28,  30,  3t,  37 
eartain  etatemente  anbautted  ia  rdatton  to 

the  Bubject,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  M 

nrliwii  to  poato4ne  the  biU  till  next  at^ 
aion,  not  acted  on  -        -        -        -        47,  M 
1  postponed  to  the  naxt  aHwinn  of 
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INDEX. 

Senale  Pnceedbigv  (aid  IMiaXet. 


P«bHc  Debt—oontinned.  P«t*. 

>  motion  to  Mticnil  ^Mt,  tnd  bill  oideted  to 

*  thfrd  rMding 

read  i  lecond  time,  and  mmed  ■  •  ■ 
■  bill  fhim  the  Houte  ol  ReprewntatiTei  Iq 
sdilitjon  to  the  act  miking  praviaiMi  for 
the  Tedemption  of  the,  reRd  ■  ■  - 
nad  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reporCed  iritbont  smcndmeat,  and  postponed 


PnUio  Landa,  a  motion  submitted  to  appmnl  a 
eommiltce  to  inquire  what  alteration*  are 
□eceiaaiT  In  the  law*  fbr  the  lale  of 
the  motion  agreed  to,  and  a  committee  ap- 

Poblie  Roads,  a  biH  from  (he  Hqum  of  Sepre- 
•entatiTe*  to  aathnnie  the  lajing  oat  of 
certain,  and  for  other  porposoi,  read 
read  a  second  lime,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendment!  ... 

'  a  of  Congress 


Itaed,  Thilip,  prodoced  his  credentisla,  and  took 

his  seat  in  the  Senate     .... 

s  bill  from  the  Hou^  of  Repreeenta- 

M  supplementary  to  the  act  legulatiiig 

grants  of  lands  appropriated  for,  read 

read  a  second  time,  and  referrod ... 

laported  wilhont  amendment      ... 

ordered  to  a  tbird  readiiQ  .... 

poatponed  to  next  lenioil  of  Congreaa 

Slkode  Uud,  menonal  of  sundry  dtii^na  o( 

praying  that  the  act  lajing  duiiel  on  satt 

BMj  not  tMrapeded        .... 

Roles,  a  reaolalioa  suEimittad  propoaing  a  imw 

rale  to  be  added  to  Um    - 

the  reaolntion  referred        .... 

the  amendment  agreed  to,  and  the    rale 
adopted  ...... 

SuwII,  Nathaniel,  and  al]tan,  pctitian  oC,  piqr- 
ing  relief  fi>sm  anSering  bj  the  d«{«ad*- 
tioas  of  }trivatears  under  French  col<nB  - 


MI,ahiIlfnnntheHonaa*f  fl  , 

nfful  the  daty  on,  and  6r  other  p«ip»- 

•eB,(«ad 

raad  ■  seeand  lime,  and  lafauad 

reported  with  amendments  ... 

made  the  order  fiir  a  day  named 

"       '  Apoatpmad        •        •    n,T(l 


9S 


nttimed  trwa  the  Uoiue  of  R^esM««- 
liveawflh  disagieementa  to  all  the  amsDA- 
■lente,  and  adhersBee  to  the  Ml  as  origi- 
nally pasted  ...... 

lb*  SMiate  re«o]*e  to  tdhen  to  theb  anend. 

iDMDorial  praaanted  fiotd  the  citka  of  New 
ToA  and  Pfailadelptua,  pmjing  that  Mdd 
MU  in^  be  posMoned.   -       .       •       - 

•  Mmilar  toemorial  pmasnted  turn  cJIJasas 
•fBhoda  Island 

notiea  cT  a  bdl  to  snq 
9tll  COK.  Sd  Sjas.— 42 


Sntt — eontinnad.  Ptg«> 

a  bill  fi«m  the  Boom  of  RepreaentaliTM  m- 

pealing  the  acts  bying  duties  on,  and  can. 

tinning  the  MediMrraae«n  ffand,  read      -      97 

read  a  seoond  time,  amended,  and  ordend 

to  a  third  reading  .....     ]03 
tb«  third  reading  otjected  to      .        .        •     IM 
read  a  third  time,  and  pawed  as  amended   -     lOB 
Sayra,  BtapfaeD,  a  bill  from  the  Howe  of  Bepgw 

sentstiTeefilr  rehafof,  read      .        •        -      69 

te*d «  awond  timo,  and  rdiured        •       •      70 

reported  without  tmendmeat     .       .       .      7B 

ordered  U>  a  ihiri  reading  ^        .        •        >      91 

mrimtUrdthne,  andTecomraitt«d     -        .      H 

amended,  and  passedss  amended        -        .      9B 

Sayra,  Kst,  Mr.,  election  of,  a*  Chaplain    .        •      M 

additioiial  compensation  allowed  b3     •        •     107 

8b  Domingo,  a  bill  from  the  Honae  of  Sepreeeat- 

•three  ts  eonttnae  in  ftrce  tba  act  to  ni»- 

pend  intencursa  with,  read    .        •        .       37 

read  a  second  time,  and  rehired         .        .      n 

reported  without  amendment      .        .        .       M 

the  Ua  recoounitted S8 

rnoitad  wltb  aoMndment*  ...  Oft 
tnen  np^  and  postponad  •  -  -  -  79 
tbeame&dmmits  aAipled,  and  lnll<«dered  to 

a  third  reading       -        -        -        •        .       74 
read  a  Aird  time,  and  paaaed  •*  amended    -      77 
Sobools,  a  committee  appointed  to  Inqnire  into 
Ae  eipedtent^  of^  altering  so  much  oT  an 
act  as  relates  to  lands  appropriated  fbr  die 
nse  of,  in  Uie  Virginia  imlitBry  reeerration 

in  Ohio. «6 

said  committee  report  that  a  bill  had  pa««ed 
ambracing  the  sBbject,  whereapon    they 
were  discharged      .....      70 
SeiiDres,  a  bill  from  the  Hotue  of  Sepnsent*- 
tires  reepectinK,n)adeT>y  the  United  State*, 
and  for  other  parpoeee,  read  •       '•        -      Oft 
read  a  second  tune,  and  referred         •        •      70 
reported  wiAont  amendment,  and  Ottered  to 

a  tliini  reading        .....       74 
read  a  third  time,  and  pasasd      .        •        .       77 
ittendince  at  the  meeting  of 


the 


member*  who  appeared  daring  dte session  II,  10, 
17,  19,  to,  n,  SO,  SS,  SO,  87,  M 
the,  Mud  a  message  to  the  House  of  Sepre- 
s  that  the?  ha*e  formed  a  qno- 


the,  amxHnt  a 

thenMiden 
the,  send  a  confldantial  message  to  the  Hooie 

of  Repranntativee  with  the  blD  to  sne- 

{■end  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus 
di«  Pnrident  of  the,  reliras  for  tiu 

deroftbe  ai    ' 


adjonmment  of  the   - 
Sinking  Fnnd,  a  report  from  the  Conndarionen 

ofthe OS 

GQaTea,  notice  of  a  b9l  to  pnAibit  the  imporlatiati 

o^  after  1st  Jannaiy,  ISOS  .  -  -  16 
leave  grnnted,  a  bill  ptewnted,  and  read  •  19 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  .  -  19 
reported  with  snndry  amendnents,  and  po•^ 

poned S3,  S6 

ordered  to  ■  tUrd  reading,  frith  fte  ubokI- 


dbyGoo^le 


Senate  Proceediiif  and  Debatet. 


BttTai — continued.  Fkga' 

Taad  k  thiid  time,  and  piwitrt  u  amended  -  47 
retuTDBd  from  the  House  of  RepicMntBtiiei 

with  ameodmetili,  and  reiamd  -  -  68 
•meadinenta  reported  agread  to,  eicepi  the 

prOTieo  diaagreed  to  -  -  ■  ■■  69 
(Iw  Houae  of  BepreeentatiTM  inaiat,  and  aik 

acoDfereace  -  -  -  -  -  •  70 
the  confervnce  agteed  lo,  and  the  Duttageia 

appointed       ......       71 

the  maDBKenmake  a  nport,  of  certain  mod- 

iflcatioDB n 

which  leport  u  concuired  in  ...  88 
the  Honae  of  RaprMentativea  agrae  to  the 

modifintiODa  of  the  ccmtiitM*  .        .93 

fieiith,S*mn«l,re)iiu'fcaor,iDtndiict<n7  of  arv. 

(dntion  in  relation  to  the  Hilitarj  Peaea 

Eitabliahinent  -  .  .  .  ,  jgj 
tbe  elecUoQ  of  a  Pwaident  pro  ItM.  of  the 

^nale  .......      n 

Smith,  John,  the  credentiaLt  o(  read  -  .  •  70 
State,  tlu  Becretuy  og  a*ka  an  appropriation  Gm 

an  additional  clerk  -  •  .  -  .  83 
Stone,  Mr.,  a  letter  fhun.raeigiUDgbiaeeat  in  the 

Senate  -        -        -  -       '.        .08 

Stnbleing,  Capt.  Sigiamnud,  a  petiliono^  pr*. 

aentad  -  .  .  .  .  •  .  69 
referred  to  the  committee  on  the  Virginia 

mititai?  iBMrratioa  .  .  •  -  70 
SofiagB,  a  biU  &om  the  Houatf  of  RepreuntatiTe* 

to  estend  the  right  o^  in  the  Mi>aiiii[^i 

Teiiitor;,  and  lor  olhtr  pnrpoaes,  read  .  38 
read  a  aecond  time,  and  referred  -        -      44 

reported  with  amendmenla  '        -        •      68 

amendmenta  adopted,  and  bill  ordeted  to  a 

thirdreadiDg  ..--..  77 
read  a  third  lime,  and  paased  aa  amended  -  79 
nttuned  from  the  Honaa  of  S^meanUtif  ea, 

with  agreement  to  eome,  and  djaagrerinent 

to  other  amendmeola  ....  103 
Swutwont,  Bamuel,  a  charge  of  conapiracj  made 

br  General  Wilkinaon,  againat        .        -      4D 


TannwaM,  arcMlntion  lobmitted  for  a  committee 

U  inqnirt  whether  an;  further  [Hwceedinfa 

are  necewar;  to  car^  into  efiect  the  act  10 

authqiiiB  (he  State  0%  to  iiaue  granta,  Ae.      S3 

du  reiotution  agreed  to,  and  a  T^mmiltw 

appointed S3 

a  report  made  bj  aaid  commJtlM         .        .       OS 

dte  report  read,  and  ordered  to  baeulercdon 

the  JoutimI  ;  and  the  original  of  an  in-  . 

■trament  of  miling,  making  a  part  tiiartat, 

I         nnder  the  aignatuiea  of  the  Senators  and 

the  Reprea«ntatiTe(  of  said  State,  iraa  or- 

,  dered  to  b«  depoailed  in  the  Department  of 


Tanttorial  GoTemments,  e  committee  qipoiDted 
lo  inquire  whether  copies  of  the  lawa  of 
the,  hBTo  been  retained  in  obtdieDce  to 


73 


Uw 


conunitlee  made  a  report  thereon 
Tncj,  Uriah,  the  credenl]a!i  of,  r^ 
Treasortr,  annual  report  of  the,  with  the  aecoanta 

of  the  War  and  Naij  DepartmeDta 
TieaaniT,  annual  report  of  the  StttcUzj  of  the, 
ordered  to  be  printed        -    .      . 
a  r^ort  of  the  game,  relating  to  pnUlc  bsdi 


Tieanrj — continued.  Pt 

a  letter  from  the  Beeretaiy  of|  aaking  te  an  . 
adilitiabal  number  of  chiiks     .        -        . 

Turnpike  Road,  •  reeolutien  submitted,  directins 
the  Secretarj  of  the  Treaioi;  10  rapott,  at 
the  ^lezt  sasiian,  snch  iofonnation  aa  h« 
cau  procure  as  to  the  practicabilitj  and  ad- 
penie  of  forming  a,  northcait  and  aotUh- 
weat  of  the  Ci^r  of  WaahingtoD,  throo^- 
out  the  AtJantic  Sutfs   .... 


read  a  aecond  time,  and  poetponed 
ordered  lo  a  third  reading  .        .        .        - 
read  a  third  time  and  passed       .        .        - 
retumed  from  the  House  of  KepreeentatiTaa 

with  amendments  -.■..; 
the  bill  and  tiaendments  referred 
a  report  from  the  committee  of  agresrasal 

concurred  in  •        -        .        .        .        -     1 
Virginia,  two  resolutions  of  the  LegJalaMre  at, 

presented  and  read  in  aecret  aesaioa 
Virginia  Militw?  Warrants,  a  bill  from  the  Honse 

of  RepresentatiTes  to  extend  the  time  Gir 

locating,  &e^  read  and  ordered  to  a  third 

read  a  ■aeond  time  and  referred  ... 

reported  with  amendments  .        .        . 

amendments  adopted,  and  bill  ordered  to  > 
third  rending  ...... 

read  a  third  tiihe,  and  passed  as  «m*mU^   . 

relnnied  fkom  the  House  of  BepussiilalJtns 
with  an  agreeioenita'WHne,  and  ilissgme 
ment  to  odier'ameDdmenla,  •adlhe.Sea- 

Virginia  Beeolutiou  Warrants,  a  bill  bun  dte 

House  of  RepresentatiTas  antfaaraing  p*- 

tents  to  issue  for  lands  located  and  ■nrrojed 

by  Tirtue  of  certaiu,  read         ... 

read  a  seoond  time,  and  rvfared 

Volunteer*,  a  biU  from  the  House  of  Kepreesota- 

tiTes,  authuriiiiig  the  PrseideDl  ef  the  Dnt- 

ted  Statea  to  accept  the  serricea  oi,  nad  - 

read  a  aecond  time,  and  reforred  ... 

reported,  with  an  amendment    •        .         . 

amendnient  adopted,  and  UU  «id««d  to  • 

third  reading  ...--. 

read  a  Aiid  time  and  paasad,  as  awidiri    • 

W. 

War,  the  Sevretaij  of^  reports  the  luimber  of  ctwka 

in  his  Departnant,  and  a«k«  far  aa  addi* 

tlonal  number        .        .        .        -        - 

Washiofton,  the  Ci^  of^a  memorial  «f  tlw  citi- 

-aens  of,  prmring  an  a]t«»tion  in  Iheo-cfc*^ 

Weights  and  Mca«ui«i,  •  uMminial  prs^iag  the 


end  referred  ...  -        •       M 

White,  Mr.,iv««ch  of,  on  the  bUl  anihoriring  the 
sale  and  grant  of  land  lo  the  Chesapaalu 


WilkiOMHi,  General  JwM*, the  affidant  of;  il«V- 
ing  certain  peraonswilli  coBspiracjiltNi*- 
.mbted  by  the  PreeUent,  and  refened 
die  committee  report  thi'     ~  *  ---'-'- 


db,Google 


mBvx. 

HouMt  ProcMdingt  and  Debata. 


xvifi 


y. 

Tmi  and  Nkji,  on  ths  rwolutioa  uking  iafarmi' 
tion  of  tbe  Pntident  in  reUtion  to  a  pni- 
poaad  muptxtuan  of  non-iinpmUtion  let  - 

on  poriDoning  to  tha  nixt  laMion  tlw  Foto- 
hmc  Bridge  bill      .        .        -        .        . 

OD  tha  paiwga  of  the  bill  to  pie*ent  uuaa- 
thoriwd  eutiiei  and  aatllamMib  on  land* 
ceded  to  tha  United  StiOM      -        - 

OD  amendmenta  la  tile  bill  Tapaaling  ttia  du- 


n  the  paaaage  of  aaid  bill,  amended 

■"      aeetoaaid ' " 

tt  bj  the  Ui 


TeM  and  naya — continued.  Pi 

OB  tbe  paiMge  of  the  KB  to  appt^l  Gommb- 

aionan,  rBtating  to  the  navigation  of  tbe 

Ohio,  at  the  Rapida        .        .        -        . 

onaqneationaforder  ai  to  reading  aaeeood 

tfane  the  teeond  Intl  from  tbe  Hovae  <>f 

RapreaentatiTaa  respecting  the  acta  laying 

dntiea  on  aalt  ..... 

Ml  Mr.  WmthingtoD'a  naolntion  nlating  la 

pnbKo  impTOTetnent        .... 

'  lo  the  Hanae  bill  relating 


on  onlering  aaid  bill  to  a  third  reading 

on  the  panage  of  the  bill  for  tbe  lettlBinmil 

of  General  Kaloa'a  claims       .        •        -    : 
on  a  motion  to  aboliah  the  twelfth  role 
on  anqtending  aaid  inle  Ibr  the  remainder 

oftheeesekin  ..... 

on  tbe  pa  wage  of  Hooae  bill  relating  to  aalt 
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AeMkaaam,  hi> 


Aeeoanta.BieDibera  of  the  Comnitteeof  -  -III 
^rh-i"'  Baabaw,  copy  of  a  lettat  fion  tbe  Freai- 

dent  of  the  United  States        •  .761 

A4eiae,  hiitorical  iketch  of  the,  tribe  of  Indiana  •  1078 
A^ionnuBent,  mmagu  inlMobanted  between  the 

two  Hooaaa,  and  jmnl  committaaa  •ppwnt. 

•d  to  wait  Ml  President  in  relation  to  theii  6M 
Alexander,  Mr.,  remarks  o^  on  Ibe  bill  to  stupend 

the  Don-importatiMi  act  -        •  .     137 

Mi'Mi.  Dana's  moEioQ  to  refer  hi*  reeolnliMi 

relating  to  eertain  crimes  ...  ui 
«n  an  ameodmeot  offered  to  the  bill  to  pan- 


on  tbe  Senate  bill  fixing  a  Military  Pewe 
EMabliahmBDt        .        -.       •        ...    871 
Alexander,  James,  charged  with  being  oonoemed 

in  Borr'a  eowpncjr  ....  m 
Alsxandcia,  Bistrict  of  Columbia,  Mr.  Dawson  pre- 
sented a  petition  of  sundiy  iohabilsiitii  of^ 
rslating  to  CMnpentalioii  to  jtuyn  in  the 
covrta  of  ssid  District,  which  waa  rsfeired 
to  a  seleot  eMiunitlee      -        -  .    S7& 

Ifr.  Lewis  pmented  a  petition  of  sundry  in. 
.  halntanta  of,  praying  an  act  of  incorpoa* 
tion  tomakeatiimpikeroBd,dCB.,rel«Ted 
toe  select  committee      .        -        -        -    378 
•aid  committee  preeented  a  bill,  whieb  was 
read  twice,  and  committed      -        ■      ■  .    499 
Alexandria  Academy,  Mr.  Claiborne  presented  a 
petition  of  the  President  and  Boardof  Tnis- 
tM«  of  the,  praying  eerteiu  *id,teterred  to 
a  select  committee  .....     S79 
Ahcbes,  historical  sketch  of  the,  tribe  of  Indians  1078 
Allibaaiis,historieel«kelcbofthe,tribeoflndiaiis  1086 
Alston,  Mrq  remarka  at,  on  tha  bill  to  anspaod  the 

non-importation  act         .     .   -        -  118  to  134 
"    ■"  ■  n  to  refer  the  Sen- 

I 
160 


Alston,  Mr.,  remarks  e( — continued.  PigSt 

on  Mr.  BidweU's  motion  to  amend  the  toll  to 
pcohibit  die  tmpoitetion  of  slaves    --    169,  ITS 

on  letter  addressed  to  the  Bonse  by  C.  Bniee     108 

Ml  Mr.  ElUot's  Mileenlh  resolutioa  relating 
to  nMioiuJ  defence         .       .       -       .    sit 

on  Mr.  Eppas' motion  to  striks  oat  id  section 
of  tlie  bill  to  punish  cerUin  crimes  .     !l£8,  SS7 

OB  his  own  motiffii  to  recommit  an  amend- 
ment to  aaid  biU    .       •.      '  -    ati 

DO  the  bill  for  redemptjon  of  the  puUio  debt    SSO 

on   Mr.  Randolph's  resi^ntion  rdating  to 
Burr's  conspiracy  -  -      837,  344,  SBC 

on  the  second  resolntion  relating  to  natinial 
defence 40S 

on  Mr.  Broom's  rsstdutton  relating  to  the  writ 
of  habeas  corpus     -----    648 

on  the  Senate's  amendment  to  the  bill  re* 
peeling  the  dnqr  on  salt  -        -        -     SST,  Ml 

on  hk  own  motion  to  rseoaunit  said  bill  B3S,  Mi 

on  the  bill  making  apprajmatiana  far  Chick. 

aaaw  Treaty gTB 

American  Seamen,  Mr.  Dalia  preeented  «  reaohi- 
lion  lor  the  enoonregttmeBt  andsecnrt^  at, 
which  wee  refacred  to  a  Committee  of  iho 

Whole »S 

Anoaymous  oomtDunicalion,  tbe  Speaker  inform- 
ed the  Boase  that  he  had  received  an,  pnr- 
urtiDg  to  be  from  •  foreigner,  irtio  deeired 
It  might  be  read  with  closed  doors,  on  wfaidl 
no  order  was  taken         ....    1S8 
Appalachees,  historical  sketch  of^  tribe  of  Indians  1086 
Appelousss,  historical  sketch  of,  tribe  bf  Jndians  lOSft 
Arku)sas,historical>ketobofthe,tiibeof[ndiBns  1087 
Armstrong,  Jobn,  Minister  at  Paria,  copy  of  tetter 

Erom,  to  the  Secretary  of  Slate         -        -    8>fi 

correspondence  of,  with  the  French  Minister 
of  Marine  and  the  Colonies    .        .        •    Mt 
Arnold,  Mattiu,  and  wife,  a  petition  oC  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Claimsi  haired  bj  Ike 
itBtnta  of  limitalk«        .        .        .        .    |fi» 

Digitized  byGoO^le 


BovM  ProoeediHga  and  DAalm. 


AnMiaU  >nd  dacka,  Mr.  Stanton  prcMntcd  a  raa> 
oliilion  to  authoiiia  the  Pioaidant  to  caiue 
to  b«  erected,  along  the  margin  of  the  ooeaD, 
4m.,  diatined  to    -        -        -        -        ■    4fi7 

Attakapw^hMtohcalaketchofllie.tribeaflDdiuu  lOSS 
'      oata.  Maine,  Mr.  Euly  praaenled  a  bill  to 
CTtabliib  •  port  of  anU;  at,  and  far  other 
pmpoaea,  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole        ■        -        -    47S 


Bainliridge,  Captain  William,  a  lettw  from,  to 

GeoTga  Davia,  at  Tania  -        .        -        -    7U 
MRTeapoiidence  of,  with  Coamodore  Baimn    71S, 


ate  to  pnaiah  fraada  on  th*     -        •        -    479 
lead  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 

the  Whole 4B0 

lead  a  third  time,  and  paaaed      -        .        .    fi91 
dte  act  approved        .....  isss 
Bank  and  Iniotancc  Conpaniea,  a  bill  fimu  tho 
Senate  to  regulate  the  granting  of  regie- 
ten  to  Tevela  becoming  the  pnipertj  o^ 
twice  read,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 

of  the  Whole 608 

the  eoniideraiion  poa^ned  indefinitelj      -    S73 
BqHirt  Congregation,  (Oitr  of  Wubington,)  a 
patition  of  the,  [nvrrag  an  act  of  incarpo- 
latton,  waa  preaented,  and  leiamd  to  a  ae- 

leet  CMunittee ise 

Mi.  Dart?,  from  aaid  oomniuee,  T^ort«a  a 
bill  to  incorporate  the,  which  wae  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 

Oe  Whole 179 

Baifcar,  Mr.,  remu-ka  oj;  on  Kr.  ffloau'e  notion  to 

amendbiUto  proliibit importatJon of riaTea     171 
on  Mr.  Bidwell'e  amendioeBt  to  the  nme  bill    KU 
on  the  amaudmenle  to  the  aame ...    343 
Xama,  Coaiinodore  Sunuel,  eorreapendenoa  o[, 

with  the  Saoietar;  of  the  Naiy        -    7IS,  739 

with  Captain  William  Bainbridge     718, 7S0,  731 

With  WiiBam  EUm  -         784,  780,781,787,  766 

with  Captain  laaac  Hull    .       718,  787, 738,  737 

irilh  Captain  John  Bodgma       -      740, 7SS,  764 

iriltl  ToUaa  Lear       ...      734,736,789 

mbal  ordan  o(  to  Captain  Hull - 

^^eopj  of  a  lattBT  fina,  to  Hamet  CarainaUi  . 

BiA,a  petition  of  anndiy  merchantaof,  whidi 

din  had  teare  to  withdraw    ... 

BawiBtawfaia, ameaaage  from  the Preald«nt,aad 

Ibe  copy  of  a  note  from  A*  Frewdi  Envof, 

in  rala^on  to  the  claim  of  the  repTMant' 

B  o^  refBRMl    to   the  Committee  of 

«  made  a  r^iort  on  the  same  -    636 
large  in  the  ippandii      • 
IB  of  the  French  Entoj  to  the  objec- 

tfanaofthaTraaanry  .    

Ba£dM,hi«loriealaketchofdie,tribaofIndiwu  1079 
Irtlntw.  Mr.,  reaaAa  ot  on  the  bill  to  prohibit 

the  importation  of  ilaTea  -      177,178 

«■  tlie  motion  to  reject  Oe  Senate  bill  fts. 
ins  •  Mihtan  Peace  BatahHdiment 
Ml,  JtliD  and  Wilbam,  (he  Committee  i^Com- 
mena  and  Mannftctorea  ware  djicbargad 
An*  ftaaaMidaratiou  of  a  pethian  of,  and 
•  BMioil  to  refer  it  !•  the  Traaaarr,  leat  - 


BeneMtj_Aalhonv,  and  otheci,  the  CoBBittae  «f 
lya  and  Meana  m^  a  &Tarable  report 
the  petition  tt,  and  wera  mdered  W 


W.V.I 


bring  in  •  bill  for  hia  relief 
a  bill  waa  pieaeoted,  read  twice,  and  cob- 

mitled  to  «  Committee  of  flie  Whole  -  Mt 
reported  with  anndr;  aMendmenIa  -  -  IH 
reoomntittad  to  the  Oemmittee  of  WaTaaad 

m 


Bibb,  William  W.,  a  new  member  from  Oeeigi>, 

waa  qBdilI»d,  and  look  hia  aeat       -        -    im 
rematke  of,  on  the  Chidlaeaw  trea^  biD     -     <T6  ' 
Bidwell,  Mr.,  remarfca  o^  on  the  biU  to  nieptaid 

the  ntm^mportation  act  -  .  -  -  in 
on  the  bill  relating  to  contealed  eleetioM  -  14* 
ou  the  Senate  amendnenta  to  tile  bill  aa»- 

pending  the  iwn-inpettali^  act  -  ^lU^  1S7 
on  Mr.  aioan'a  amendmant  to  the  bill  to  pw- 

hibit  tbaimpoftationofBla*eB  -        -     ITl 

on  Mr.  Bedinger'a  amendmenlto  the  aane  -  181 
on  bia  own  amendment  to  the  aame  -  18^  ml 
on  Mr.  EUiot'i  aecond  teaolntiiHi  rcdaling  to 

national  defence  .....  m 
on  suing  a  blank  in  the  fliat  of  aaid  reao- 

Inttona »1I 

on  Mr.  Daua'a  reaolntion  relatiog  to  IBtd- 

looa  publiestiona  -  .  .  .  .  S48 
on  Mr.  Bppea'  amendment  to  the  bill  to  pm* 

iah  certain  ciiaiea  ...  US,  35S,  Sn 
m  hia  tlwn  motion  to  add  a  new  aeetiea  to 

aaid  bill  3B7,  m,  tK 

OB  the  bin  to  repeal  the  dnlj  on  mlt,  Ae.  -  SVT 
on  extending  1;he  right  of  avflrage  in  the  Mia- 

naaippi  Tarrttoty  .....  ST4 
on  the  motittn  to  reject  the  Senate  bS  •■»- 

pending  the  writ  of  habeaa  cet^  .  -     47S 

on  Mr.  Brooni'a  reaolntion  in  redation  k>  the 


aaidw 


BK 


reoommit  the  Mil  to  repeal 
tin  det;  on  aalt     .  .      «M,M6 

on  the  bill  making  appmpriationa  to  astj 
into  effect  the  Cbickaaaw  craat]<      -        •    MT 
BheeU,  CapUin,  copr  of  a  letter  frcmi,  to  Oam. 

JackiOn,inrelation  to  Burr'e  cenapirs^  -  4M 
Bleckadm  Napoleon'a  decree  deckring  the  Bnt- 

iih  latanda  In  a  ttata  of  -  •  -  -  MT 
Bolnzaa,  historical  aketcht^  the,  tribe  of  Indiaaa  1086 
Boaton,  mentorial  of  a  cemmittee  of  marduMa  cf  8M 
Briggs,  Edmnnd,  Mr.  Eatly  pw-aanted  a  btt  Jbr 

reliff  of;  lead  twice  and  committed  '        .    tM 
ordered  to  ■  tUrd  reading  ....    379 
rvad  a  third  time,  and  paaaed      ...    383 
Biigge,  Iiaac,  Mr.  Hdmee  pnaanted  a  bffl  lor  r» 

lief  of,  twice  lead  and  committed    .        .    &M 

the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  after  rWnf,    

were  refbaed  leeTe  to  ail  again  -    683 

Sritirit  Admnal^  Courti,  tvpoit  mf  the  BbbM 
committee  on  that  part  of  the  Praaident'a 
Manage  relating  lothe  newprindpls  a>- 
anmed  by  the  .....  8M 
Britiih  Army,  Mr.  J.  day  preaanted  a  petitim 
of  mndry  officera  who  aerred  in  ttia,  in 
the  French  war,  praying  to  be  ooitftrmad 
in  their  titlea  to  eertain  landa  granted  Aea 

S'  his  Britannic  Majeatf ,  nftrted  to  Iba 
ommittae  on  Public  Lande  -        -        -     IK 
a  report  of  aaid  Committee  of  the  Wbcta    •    ttl 
Mr.  Oregg  preaented  a  patitionof  mmikrii*- 
pott,  referred  to  the  aame  commltta*       -    fiM 


dbyGoo^le 


Bmue  Proeea&igt  and  Dtbaitt. 


mabj««Uirfbw'Brit- 
■itmc  Majas^,  on  modoaof  Mr.  01opti»i, 
Iha  petitien  of  ■nndij,  prawiBtod  to  ttu 
Home  IB  18M,  wm  nAvrad  M  m  Ntoct 


Bioon^  Mi^  qwach  ot,  on  tha  bill  to  lapMl  tha 

dU7  on  aaU 308 

on  itttaiJneutg  a  rwcdtitian  lalatinf  to  th« 

writ  of  habeai  oorliiu      ....    SM 
in  reply  to  oljectiam  mada  to  Ua  rMoltUioii    fiSO 
Brace,   Charlea,   tha   Bpaaker  laid    balbra   tha 
Honaa  a  lottar  fram,  eomplainipg  of  tba 
Poatmutai  General,  and   implicating   a 
mambar  of  tba  Hooaa  in  an  illagal  cMi- 
tracU  on  which  no  order  wu  taken          -     19& 
•  ch«nc*t>  at,  given  bj  Meaia.  Alaloo  and 
Berlv    • ISS 


•f  lua  letter  to  Wilk 


Preaident  in  relation  ti 


pending  wMeb  debate,  Mr.  Dana  called  for 
tbe  reading  of  certain  aztrada  from  the 
JonmaU  of  1TB7  and  1798    .        .        .    : 

on  tnetioD,  the  reaolntiaii  waa  firided,  and 
tha  fini  member  of  it  carried  .        -        •    : 

tbe  aacemd  member  DJ^  amended  bj  the  m»*ei, 


BuTwell,  Mr.  William  A^  .a 

Virginia,  wa 

ramaika  ot,  on 

the  loll  to  pn 

on  Mr.  Randolph'! 


^  notion  to rqad  theSenate  bill  to  Btia- 

pand  the  writ  of  habeaa  corpoa 

■edi  of^on  Mr.Broom'a  reaolntienin  reU- 

tiOD  to  the  nid  wtit  -        -      SOS,  66fi 

aarka  of^  m  a  motion  to  recommit  the  loll 

to  repeal  tha  dot;  on  lalt       -        -       639,  660 


BfiS 


Caneee,  hiatorieal  ikcteh  of  the,  tribe  af  Indiana  IH 
Capitol,  a  Maaaage  from  tha  FreaideDt,  ezpUn- 
ing  whj  the  M>Dlh  wing  of  the,  wae  not  in 
readinea  for  Iha  eccommodaiian  et  lb* 
Hooaa,  agrteablj  to  thur  nqaaat  .  -  II 
a  bill  presented  to  Eniih  the  said  wing,  and 
fcr  other  pnrpaeee,  laad  twice  and  eomait- 

ted U 

a  debate  on  aaid  biU 4S 

ordered  lo  a  third  reading  -  -  .  .  49 
read  a  dtird  'time,  and  peaaed  -       •    41 

reramed  from  the  Senate  with  amendmenta  fli 
to  which  amendmenta  the  Hooae  agree  -  VI 
the  act  erarorad  -  199 

Cannhonai,  hiatorieal  aketdi  of  tbe,  trfbe  of  In- 

^ana -lOt 

Caaej,  Qenerel  Levi,  Mr.  Moore  commnnicated 

tba  death  of 

the  Bpeaher  reqnealad  to  infenit  the  Esec«- 
ti*e  of  Oeoifia  of  the  Tacanej         -        .    *sm 
Cadieart,  Jamea  Leandar,  coneapondcnoe  of,  with 

the  Seantaij  of  State    -        T0«,  7M,  TW,  TIO 
Ceiling,  of  the  RepteaentatiTe  Chamber,  a  reaolv 
tioo  fubmitted  b;  Mr.  D.  H.  WiUiama,  to 
poH  down  or  otberwiaa  aeeore  the,  wa« 
apead  U      -  -        -      Ut 

the  Speaker  repoetad  the  opinion  of  the  Oleit 

of  tbe  paUic  wo^         ....    IM 
aaid  dark  waa  reported  aa  ready  to  pioeeed 
in  eecniing  the      '  -  -    14> 

Chnetawa,  hiatorieal  aketeh  of  the,  tribe  ofb- 


Ul 


Chacteoe,  hiatorieal  iketeh  of  the,  tribe  of  Indiam  lOST 
ChandleT,  Hr>,  remerka  Ot,  on  Ihe  Senate'i  amend- 
tnent  to  the  biH  to  ni^ad  the  nen'impor- 

tation  act -    US 

on  Mr.  EUiM'i  aeeood  reaotnUon  rrietins  to 

national  defenoa     ....      WJ,  46& 
■m  Mr.  BidweU'e  amandaient  to  the  MB  t* 

prahitat  the  importetlan  of  elaTca    -        .    tXT 
in  retdftaMr.Randolpb'aremBrkaonBarr'B 


Campbell,  Mr.  G.  W.,  remarki  of,  on  Mr  BOiot' 

reeolutioii  reUting  to  national  defence  -  svb 
on  iheaecondofaudrMolntiona  306,  306,  SOS,  461 
on  filling  a  Uank  in  the  aeventeenth  reeolu- 

tion SIO,  311,  SI4 

on  tha  reference  of  Mr.  Sana'a  reaolntioD  r»- 

lating  to  libelloua  pnblicationi  -     948,  S49 

on  Mr.  Eppn*  amendment  to  the  biU  to  pun- 

iih  certain  Crimea  ■  ■  -  368,  386,  388 
on  the  Irill  to  repeal  the  duty  on  rait  -  -  806 
on   Mr.  Randolph'e  reeolntion  relating  to 

Bunr's  conipiraey  •        ~        -      >U,  367 

on  the  Senate  bill  fixing  a  Military  PeMe 


tbe  bill  to  fortify  porta  and  haAoie         .    an 
Chnplaine,  •  reaolntien  fmn  the  Senate  concmod 

in,  tv  appoint  ......  m 

CiMtieaton,  Sooth  CaroHna,  Mr.  Marion  pnaenl- 
ad  •  pctilian  of  roerclmile  of,  praying  r». 
lief  fioB  depredationa  eommltled  on  Aair 
eommeree  ler  French  priTate«»^  refnred^  XIC 
Cherokee  Indiana,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Chani9er, 
the  Preetdenf  e  Meenge  at  Ihe  leet  eeanan 
•nd  the  treaty  with  the,  accompanying  it, 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Waya 

and  Means 4H 

Mr.  Randolph,  from  laid  committee;  preaent- 
ad  a  bill  making  appropriationa  to  cany 
inio  efict  certain  treatiaa  with  Um  I^au. 
keAawB  and,  read  Iwiee  and  committed  -    ttl 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    fn 

read  a  third  time  and  paeeed      ...    873 

tha  act  approved 1987 

Cheeter,  John,  a  bill  liam  tha  Senate  lor  reUef  at, 

read  twice  and  committed  to  tha  Comnut- 

tee  of  Claimi  .....     ff^ 

the  report  of  eaid  commiMee,  tHsned  to  n 

..   Committee  of  the  Whole        ...    MS 

reported  withont  aaieBdaMRt,  nad  *  thild 


dbyGoo^le 


INDBX. 

Haute  Pfoceedingt  and  Ddialet, 


1  mcdatioD  of  Mr.  O.  W. 

CunpJIwll  in  relation  to  the,  wa>  referred 

to  m  Committee  of  the  Whole 
dM  Heointion  e^ed  to,  sod  the  CammittM 

rf  Wiva  and  MeuM  inalrocted  to  bring  in 

■  bill 

Hr.  Bandidpli,  from  nid  «offimiKM,prMeiit- 

ed  k  bill,  retd  tnke  and  committed 
amendod,  read  a  third  time,  and  paend  aa 


letoTDcd  from  tbe  Senate  with  amendmenta, 

whidl  woe  apaed  to      -        -        -        -    083 
the  act  approved         .....  ISSS 
Ciccait  Conits,  a  bill  from  die  Smate  to  eatabliah, 

in  KentuekT.  Tenneaiee  and  Ohio  •        -    401 
nad  twice,  and  lefemd  to  a  aelect  commit. 


dia  report  of  «aid  committee  referred  to  a 

C<nmitt«e  of  the  Whole 
r^oited  nith  amendment*  irbidi  were  agreed 

to .  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    - 
noommitled,  reported  again,  read  a  third  tinii. 


600 


-  1S60 
B  ot,  with 
SIT,  910,  930 


CUiMViM,  Mr.  C. 

Go*«mor  Heiren  - 
CSUa>a,BemlMr«of  the  committee 
Quki  Daniel,  a  del^ate  from  Orieuu  Territory, 

waa  qualified  and  took  hie  aeat        •        -    IIO 
QiA,  Mr.,Nmarkaar,  on  Mr.  iJUiat'a reaolnlion 

iriating  te  nalioDal  defence     -        -        -    SIB 
di^i  Joeeph,  retnufca  of;  on  the  bill  to  inqtend 

the  wuHmportalion  act  -       -       •    116,  118 
on  tbe  bill  relating  to  CMilMted  eloctjena     •     MS 


-    ISO 
■     IM 

U>  tbe  bill  lopro- 

hibit  the  importation'of  alave*  •  17S 

on  tbe  tbi^  aectioii  of  tbe  bill  to  pnniA  eer- 

taiD  ciimea 918,  330 

tut  Mr.  Btdwell'a  Bmeudment  to  the  bill  to 

pohibit  the  impoctatioii  of  ilavu  -  -  St7 
«n  the  diffidiltf  of  eieanting  a  law,  in  Penn- 

nlTania,  punlahing  whh  death  •  •  MS 
«n  tSt.  Dana'a  tnotion  relating  to  libeQoiia 

pnUicatiOM  -  ■  -  -  ■  -  S48 
on  Mr.  Qaincy'a  motion  to  amend  the  bill  to 

r«Mal  tbe  ijutj  on  ealt  -  -  •  S98,  207 
im   Mr.   Randolph'!  ra«olatibn  relating  to 

Bott'i  conepirac;  -  .  -  -  -  838 
on  the  c*tr7ing  trade  ....  4S3 
€a  Mr.  Broom^  reaolntioa  in  relatitm  to  tbe 

wiit  of  habeaa  corpua  ....  581 
Ckika,  a  report  from  Ike  Poatmailar  General, 

rilowiDg  the  rama  paid  reapectiielj  to  hii  361 
Mr.  Band^ph  proMnted  a  bill  to  amend  the 

act  regulating  and  fixing  the  oonpenaalion 

of,  and  for  other  pnrpoaea,  which  wat  twice 

rMid  and  committed  to  a  CMnmittee  of  the 

Whole est 

■mended  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading      -    636 
Mad  a  third  time,  and  passed  u  amended   .    636 
CSntoO)  Mr.,  remarka  on  the  firat  reaolntioQ  iela> 

ting  to  fortiflcations,  Ac  -  -  386,  390 
Oapton,  Mr.,  ipeech  o^  iDtrodaotarr  of  a  pro- 

poBtion  In  amend  tha  Conatttntion         '    131 


CoMta  of  the  United  Btatea,  Mr.  Dana  entanittea 
■  malation  to  inctrtict  the  Comnittes  of 
CMomerco  and  Mano&ctoree  to  inqoira 
into  tbe  expedient  of  enrrejing  ttia        •     IBS 
the  rew>lQtion  ordered  to  lie  on  the  latlo     -     lU 
amended  and  agreed  to       -        .        -        -     IM 
Mt.  Eartj,  from  aaid  oommiltoe,  preaentad  ■ 
bill  to  proiide  for  the  lurrej  of  the,  wUtk 
waa  twtco  read  and  committed  to  ■  Cooa- 
mittee  of  the  Whole        .        .        -        -     9W 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        .        -        -     SW 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed      ...     sn 
retained  from  the  Benalo  with  a«andnioBta, 

and  relarred   ..--..     4M 
aa  agreement  reported,  and  eoBcnrred  ia    -     4H 
tbe  act  approved         .....  itSS 
Cotleetora  (rf  Cnatoma,  Mr.  Eu^  preaented  ■  hat ' 
concerning  seiiDret  made  bj,  which  wb« 
twiea  ivadsDdoMnDittedtoBColDniltBO 

of  Iba  Whole 43S 

mdered  to  a  third  reading  ....    MS 
read  a  thnd  lime  and  paMed       ...    499 
tbe  act  approved        .....  IMS 
Cidonial  Trade,' extract  of  a  letter  from  AeSecte- 
tar7  of  Stale  to  our  Hiniatn  at  London, 
on  (he  rabject  of  the       ....    791 
Coloniaation,  correapoDdenee  of  (he  Preadentaad 

Governor  ofVi^inia  Ml  the  (obieetar    .    99t 
CoounarM  and  Huiabcturea,  »emben  at  Am 

committee  on          -        •        -        •        -111 
CoDchattaa,  historical  aketdiee  of  tho,  tribe  of  In- 
diana            -        .  108S 

Conneeiicat^  on  motion  of  Mr.  Dana,  the  8ea»- 
of  tbe  Tnanirj  waa  directed  U  lay 
re  tbe  Hanee  oopies  of  certain  aeconnla 

iof  public  proaecotioiia  beloM  tha  Ciicoit     

CeurtofOiedialrictof   ....     S7S 

■  report  in  obedience  to  aaid  reaoIutiOD ,  ndn- 
rod  to  the  committae  appoiBtod  on  tbe 
reeolittion  relating  fo  libcdtona  pnUicatione    43T 

■  tablaorthefeeaof  officcraof  ibeeooitaor  IIM 
Conneeticat  Reaerve,  on  motioD  of  Mr.  J.  Mix- 

TOW,  tbe  CommiUee  on  Public  Lands  were 
imtmcted  to  inquire  into  the  e:  _ 
of  oflering  for  aale  the  pnUie  lands  si 
ated  between  the  Unilsd  States  miEtaiy 
tract  and  die  ..... 

a  bill  in  puisoanca  thereof  waa  preaentad, 
read  twice,  and  committed      -        -        . 

reported  with  amandments,  and  oideied  to  > 
third  reading  ..... 

read  a  (bird  time,  and  passed  aa  amended    - 

the  act  approved        -        -        -        -         -  I 
Conrad,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  rcaolution  fax  tha 

defence  of  New  YoA     ..... 
Conititution,  Mr.  Cloplon'a  reaolation  to  amend 
the,  referred  to  tbe    Corumillea   of   Ibe 
Whole ! 

certain  proceedings  of  tbe  Virginia  I>egiil*- 
lure,  agreeing  with  Kentucky  in  their  pro- 
posed amendment  of  the,  were  proraled 

■  petitioa  of  aandr;  inbabitanls  of  PenDsjl- 
vania,  praying  aa  amendment  of  the,  waa 
laid  on  tbe  table < 

Contested  Electiona,  on  motion  of  Mr.  BidwaH, 
a  committee  waa  appointed  to  irtqaire 
what  pmriaion  ongbt  to  be  made  for  taking 


tan  of  1 
before  Ih 


dbyGoo^Ie 


Eoiue  Proceeding*  andDebatti. 


ContMUdElectiaiu — oontiniMd.  F«fe. 

■aid  oumDiiltae  prcMnted  a  biH  to  rniTa  and 

make  pennment  the  aot  pnaciikng  tba 

mode  of  taking  evidcDce,  Sk.,  read  and 

committad      ......     139 

the  bill  debated 148 

Mi.  J.  Cl^  ofleied  two  naw  aMtiona  U  the 

bill 191 

19S 


Taoommitled  to  a  eelect  committae 
a  repatt  from  nid  eommitlee,  with  tha  bill, 
eommitted   (o   the    ComnittM   of    the 

Whoie I . 

flta  eonaideralim  tlietaof  indefiniteij  poat- 


683 
Oontiiigent  Fund,  m  account  of  the,  tnnimitlwl 

b7  tba  PicddenI 137 

GMk,  Mr.,  raowka  of,  on  the  bill  to  prohibit  tiie 

importation  of  iIbvcb  -  .  .  177,336 
on  the  Senate  bill  fixing  a  Mihtaiy  Peace 

.    eatabliahmenl 309 

on  the  fint  reaalattan  Topactiag  foittfle*- 

ttoni,  Ac  -  -  •  .  .  '  890, 398 
on  the  aeeoBd  of  aaid  naolutioni  •  468,  4SB 
on  fbmiihinf  the  Repraaentative*'  Chamber  496 
on  the  bill  fbt  proteetion  of  porta  and  har- 

bon '693,604,618 

Coideio,  Antonio,  nwreapondeneo  ef  GoTamor, 

with  General  WilkinBon  -  '•  933, 934 
CriflMi  againil  the  United  State*,  Mr.  Dawaon, 
from  the  eoDunittee  on  tbat  part  of  lb* 
Prandeol'i  Meeaage  relating  to  the  aob- 
jaet,  pretenta  a  bill  to  paniah  certain,  whidi 
wairead,  andoommittad  lo  the  Committee 

of  the  Whole 180 

debated,  and  read  a  third  titna    .        •        .    S17 
hill  amended,  and  recommitted  to  a  iclect 


330 


reported  with  an  aoieiidment,  and  referred 

ths  Committee  of  the  Whole  - 
debated,  and  amended        .... 
another  amendment  ofl«red        ... 
a  motioQ  to  dbcluuge  tlie  Committee  of  the 

Whole,  loit 364 

an  additiODal  aeoliMi  propoaed  to  the  bill  - 
which  waa  not  agreed  to  -  -  *  • 
bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading  aa  affleaded  - 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaedi  - 
ratomad  irom  the  Senate  with  amendmenta 
in  which  tha  Hooae  eoocor  ... 
ClowDinritield,  Mi.,  remaika  of,  on  the  bill  to 


133 


depoaita  of  public  moneyi 


on  Mr.  Dana*  leeolation  mrelation  toaaa 
Tej  of  the  coaat*    ..... 

on  the  Senate  amendment  to  the  biH  to  *ne- 
pend  the  noiMmpaitaiion  act         -       - 

Ml  referenoe  of  the  Manhattan  pMitiini 
Onmboitand  Road,  Mr.  Findle?  preaenled  a  peti- 
tion, praying  a  anipenaion  of  the  act  to 
T^nlata  the  lading  oat  and  makingthe    -    ' 

dte  pelitiaQBia  had  Wtc  to  withdraw  their 


a  Me«Bga  from  the  Preaident  eommunleat- 

ing  oat  and  marking  the    (8aa  p.  UK).)  -    430 
the  Meaaage  and  report  referred  to  a  aeleet 


Oamberland  Road — continoed.  Page. 

a  bltl  from  the  Senate  to  regnlate  the  laying 

ODt    and    making   the,    read   twice,    and 

committed    to    the    Committee    of    the 

.     Whole Mfi 

poatponed  indefinitely        ....    681 
Caracoa,  cartificate  of,  andpapen  relating  to,  the 

blockade  of 656 

Ctuhing,  Col.  T.  H.,  coneapondenee  of,  with  Oo*- 

emoi  Heima        ....      916, 016 


Dana,  Mr.,  remarki  of,  introdnctoi;  of  a  reioln' 

tion  in  relation  to  asurvej  of  the  coaat  .  IBI 
on  the  Senate  amendment*  to  the  bill  (a  *a>. 

pand  the  non-impoitation  act  -  -  -  166 
on  Mr.  Elliot'i  leiolutioni  relatiag  to  na- 

Uonal  defeoca  ....  80S,  310 
introductory  of  a  iciolation  for  the  encour. 

agcmeiit,  tec,  of  American  aeamen        •    339 
introductoiT  of  a  reaolation  to  appoint  a  com- 
mittae of  inquiry  telative  lo  proeecntiona 
at  common  law,  for  libeltou*  Publicatione    347 
in  farther  explanation  of  hi*  object    -     349, 361 
on  Mr.  Bidwell'a  amendment  to  the  bill  to 

puniih  certain  crime*  -  .  377,  379,  831 
on  the  bill  to  repeal  .the  duty  on  «a]t  -  •  397 
fpeech  of.  on  the  aame  bill  .  -  -  -  613 
■peech  of,  on  the  motion  to  r^ect  the  Senate 

bill  10  (nipend  the  Labea*  coipa*  .  .  4M 
remaika  of,  on  Mr.  Varnum'a  ruolntion  lor 

defence  of  New  Tork  -  •  •  474, 4T6 
remark*  of,  on  Mr.  Mumfoid'i  reaolution  tor 

uattoiMl  defence 488 

apeecho^on  the  bill  to  fortify  portaandbar- 

boia        •        -        -        -       G9e,  60S,  616, 617 
remark*  of^  on  gunboat*     ■        ■        .        .    617 
Dardin,  Amy,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Claiborne,  the 
petition  ot,  waj  referred  to  the  Coomitttee 
on  the  Statala*  of  Limiution  -        >    9M 

Oaiia,  George,  a  letter  to,  ftotn  Captain  Bain- 

bridg* 714 

«  letter  from,  to  the  Secretai^r  ef  State         -    773 
Dawaon,  Mi.,  oBered  »  praiiio  to  the  aecond 
reading  of  the  bill  to  aaapwd  the  noiMiB- 
poitatian  act  -        -  .        .        •     117 

urged  the  propriety  of  defeniag  the  Poto- 
mac bridge  hill        ■       '-        .        -        .160 
remark*  of,  introductoiy  of  a  taaolation  re- 
lating to  Maaar*.  Lewis  and  Clarke  •        '    340 
remaika  of^  on  the  molioa  to  itrike  oat  the 
■econd  aection  of  the  bill  to  pnniah  certain 
Crimea    ......     366,368 

rcma^f  ol^  on  Mr.  Bidwell'*  new  aectim  to 

■udbiU 877 

on  the  Senate  bill  lo  prerent  ■ettleownl  od 
land*  ceded,  dw.     -  '      -        -        .        -    669 
Debentnraa,  Mr.  Early  preaentad  a  bill  to  avthop- 
ixe,  in  certain  eutm,  read  twice,  and  oon. 

mitled 300 

reported  with  atudiyamendmenta  -  -  480 
debated,  and  oomniitted  to  the  Committee  of 

the  Whole 483 

reported   with    amendment*,    which    weaa 

agreed  to 471 

I  biUrgacled 478 

Decree^  French  Miniater  of  Marine  and  Coloniea, 
oopj  of  a  letter  fiom,  to  General  Ann- 


ab.Googlt; 
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IMawaiG,  t  Ubie  of  fees,  alloned  to  offic 

thi  court*  of  - 
Dcnnuon,  Robert,  &  cam  of  &  letter  liom. 

Secretary  of  the  Wsvy    - 
DepodtB,  Mr.  Cromiiiubifltd  labqfitted  a  leioln- 


7« 


[Blation  to  the  pu^lii 
TiUch  WBi  egreed  to  -        '  -        -     1S9 

■  leport  from  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treaeuiy 
in  leply  to  laid  resolution  ...  ise 
Drtroit,  »  letter  from  the  Becretaiy  of  the  Tret>- 
U17,  encloaing  a  ttanicripl  of  decuioiM 
maiie  bj  the  eommiiBionen,  and  their  r*- 
port  of  rejected  rlaiini  to  land  in  the  dis- 
trict of,  which  nas  referred  to  tbe  Com. 
mittee  on  PnbUc  Lands  ....  814 
Mr.  Qoincy  presented  a  bilUitapproTing  of 
BD  act  passed  by  the  GoTemor,  dec,  of 
Michigan,  coDcerning  the  Bank  of,  read 
tvriee,  and  committed  to  the  Committee 

of  the  Whole 619 

ordered  to  a  third  resding  ■        ■        ■        -    667 
read  ■  tUrd  time,  and  passed      ...    eSB 
the  act  approred         .        -        .        .        .  1387 
Dexter,  Daniel  8.,  a  report  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  TraaiuT;  on  the  petition  of,  referred 
to  a  select  committee      -        .        ->        -    433 
Mr.  Stanton,  from  said  committee,  presented 
bill  ibi  relief  of,  twice  read,  and  commit- 


ted 


476 


ordered  to. a  third  resding  • 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      .        .        -     CSS 
retamed  from  the  SeDste  with  amendments    6S7 
which  were  agreed  to         .        .        .        .     S8 1 
Direct  Tax,  on  motion  of  Hr.  Stanton,  i  resoln- 
tion  wu  adopted,  directing  the  Secretary 
of  Ihe  Treasury  to  report  a  statement  of 
the,  and  of  arrears  due   bf  the  seTeral 


179 
S31 

WiP"-  ■         ...       '      ■' 

the  memorial  of  (he  Legislature  of  Oeor. 
gia  respecting  the,  between  said  State  and 

NMlh  CarolioB 968 

District  Conrts,  on  motion  of  Mr.  M.  Williams  a 
OMnmittee  was  appoinMd  to  inquire  into 
the  eipediency  of  extending  the  power  of 
granting  iajnnctioaa  to  the  jadg«  of  the     ISS 

■  WU  was  presented  in  pursuance,  dec.,  read 

twice  and  committed  -  .  .  .  sss 
repotted  with    amendments,    which    were 

•greed  to,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  379 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  si  amended    •  363 

TMaTDed  &om  tbe  Benate  with  amendments  476 
tbe  UO  and  amendments  were  referred  to  a 

•tfde«Bi 

and  disagreement  to  othen     -        -.        -    480 
District  of  Colnnbia,   *  representstion   of  the 
jndges  of  the  Orphans'  Court  in  the,  pia- 
•entad  at  the  last  session,  was  refelred  to 
a  selset  coanittee 193 

■  rqiort  from  said  oommiltee  reisirad  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole        .        -        .     IBS 

eaidconuniilee  discharged,  and  •  committee 
^ipointed  to  prqiare  a  bill       ...    3S9 

*  bill  reported  to  ascertain  and  provide  fat 
the  salaiiea  of  the  jodges  aforeetid,  which 
was  twice  tead,  and  committed  to  a  Com' 
mitlee  of  Uie  Whole       -        -        -        •.   t74 


District  of  Columbia — contiDiied.  ^R^^ 

on  motion  of  Hr.  R.  Nelson,  a  eoonmiltaB 

was  appointed  on  the  militia  of  the  -     SSI 

a  bill  from  said  committee  was  read  twies^ 

and   committed  to  a  Conimittee  of  the 

Wh<de 4» 

said  committae  diadiarged,  and  bill  referred 

to  a  select  committee  ....  491 
a  report  from  niA  oommittea  ordered  la  lia 

onlhetaUe -     S19 

amended,  read  a  third  time,  and  paacd  as 

amended  ......     est 

a  petition  of  sitndiT  inhabitalits  of,  relating 

to  collection  of  debts,  reteired  to  a  adect 

oDmmillae      ......     3M 

■  bill  pTEsented  supplementary  to  the  ad 

concerning  tile,  twice  read  aira  committed  MS 
emended  and  ordered  to  a  third  leading  -  477 
read  a  thitd  lime,  and  poiaed  ...  4M 
the  act  appraved  .  -  .  -  -  IS6S 
aUllfrom  Ihe  Saiulele reduce  the  expenses 

of  justice  in  the  -  -  -  -  -  433 
read  twice  and  committed  to  a  t'imiiiiiilsii 

ofthe  Whole ITt 

the  oomniittea  diachazged,  asd  Ihe  UU  la- 

ferred  to  a  select  committee  *  .  *  *" 
reported  and  ordeied  to  lie  on  tiia  taUa  -  81V 
amended,  read  a  third  lime,  and  passed  •■ 

amended Ml 

Doris,  ship.     (See  LmoKm,  Gidetm.') 

Drake)  l^bert,  Mr.  Thomas  presented  a  UB  •«. 

thoiixing  the  discharge  of;  from  impriao«- 

ment,rea4tiriee,and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole       ....    81* 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        ■        ■       '-    S8S 
read  a  third  time,  and  peased      .        .        -    S83 
Dmbai,  Wiltinm,  eitnct  from  his  leonisl  of  a 

V^age  up  the  Hed  Bi*er,  &e.  -  IIM 

Dnties,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lyon,  the  Committee 

of  Ways  and  Means  were  instncted  to 

inquire  into  Ihe  expediency  of  taUning  a 

greater  preportioD  of  tbe,  on  foreign. arti. 

des  n-eipotted  .....  47s 
said  oommittaa  report  thereon,  and  Ibe  sbIk 

ject  indeSaitely  postponed       ...    4M 
Dwight,  Tbeodon, «  new  member  from  C^aee- 

tical,  was  qualified  and  todt  bis  seat  -  1 10 
renuiba  of^  on  the  bill  to  pnAOiit  Ihe  impee- 

UttOH  of  sIsTes       .        .  -        .940 

OB  Mr.  BidwatTs  new  section  to  the  biD  to 

punish  certain  orimee    '  -  -     176, 179 

spaed)  of,  on  tbe  same       -         -        -        -    3n 
on  tbe  second  nwdnlion  relating  to  fbitifi. 


B. 
Euly,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  an  aaeadmeotla  the 

bill  to  prohibit  the  hupottation  of  slaves    I6S. 

177, 178 

on  anotbei  amendment  to  the  same  181,  184 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Pitkin         -        -        .        -     188 

on  the  letter  of-Charlea  Braoa,  compUaiig 

of  the  Postmaster  General       ...     )93 
on  the  hill  to  prahOit  the  impottatioa  of 

on  an  omendnent  l«  the  bill  to  punish  ocr- 


on  Mi.  Bidwcll's  new  section  to  the  eam«  • 
on  extending  tbe  right  of  anffiafe  in  Misas 
uppi  Territory        ....     333 
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'Btidj,  Mr.,  nmulu  of— oontiiincd.  P>S"- 

on  Iha  Suiata  btU  filing  %  Hilituj  Petea 
Eat&blUhment 305 

OD  gTBotiog  lull]  Ibr  the  OM  of  a  hMpiUl  at 
N»tchBi "~' 

on  the  petition  of  the  *agar  lefinen 

on  openiog  the  doon  to  the  dieciuaion  oi 
the  8enat«  bill  to  autpend  hsbeia  coipui 

OTI  the  lecond  reaolution,  relating  to  foitifi' 
caliona,  dec  -        .        -        .        .     481, 463 

iotrodoGtorj'.of  •  notion  to  amend  die  bill 
to  pohibit  the  importation  ofslaiM         •    477 

■peacn  of,  on  Mr.  Bioom'i  rstolutibu  relat- 
ing to  the  vriit  irf  habcai  ooipu      •        -    CIT 

zeamke  of,  on  the  moJiGcatiooi  reported  by 
tike  contsroai  to  the  slaTe  bill  '  *~' 

on  the  Senate  ameniJnieati  to  the  bill 
pea)  the  dutf  on  lall 
V*ton,  WiUIam,  on  motion  of  Mr.  VarDum.tbe 
latter  of,  to  the  Speaker,  together  nith  tbs 
acconnti  and  domtDeule  preeented  laat 
■euion,  wai  taltnei  to  the  Comoutle  on 
Claimi 383 

■•id  oommittae  preMUtatl  a  bill  to  authotixs 
a  Hltlement  of  the  account  ol,  which  trai 
read  twice  and  committed  ta  a  Cammittae 
of  the  Whole BST 

otderod  to  *  tbifd  naJing  -        .        -        .    Q30 

read  a.thifd  tine,  and  paoMd      -        -        .    6Sa 

correqiondence  o^  with  the  Seeratai;  et 
State 703, 704, 70fi 

with  the  Secretary  of  the  NaT;  713,  716,  758,  760 

ttitraet  of  a  latter  to,  from  A.  Mniia;  -        -    706 

eilTBCt  of  a  leltw  bam,  to  CaptKbi  Iiaao 
Hoil      -        -  ' 7U 

coire^ondwice  □(  with  Comnodon  Banon   731, 
737,  786 

copy  oE  a  letter  to,  from  Cokinal  Laar         -    746 

copy  of  a  letter  to,  bam  Bamet  CaranaJH  -     760 

espy  of  a  letter  &am,  to  Captain  John  Rod- 

gera 761 

Edncation,  Mr.  Clinton  presented  a  bill  tncoipiS' 
ftliiig  an  i»alinition  for,  la  tbe  City  of 
Washington,  and  for  the  promotion  of 
learning  and  acience,  Aic,  read  twice  and 
committed  .... 
Elections,  memban  of  the  Cominittae  on 

a.repoTt  in  part,  from  said  commtttaa 
ElUat,  Rev.  Mr^  election  of,  as  Chaplain 
Elliot,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  sv 
the  non.lBqxnlation  act  - 

speech  of,  introduclor;  of  a  series  of  leeoln- 
tlona  rebtiog  to  national  defence    - 

intTodueing  a  resolution  of  inquiry  into  tli 
oigBuLiatioa,  Ac.  of  the  Judicial  courts 

a  resolution  in  iclation  to  tbe  public  debt 

ramarks  of,  on  an  ameadiaent  to  the  bill  to 
punish  certain  crimes      -        -        -     284,  SS6 

on  an  amendment  to  the  bill  to  repeal  the 
duly  on  ialt SB4 

in  eiplination  of  his  resolutioiu  relating  to 
national  defence     .        -  -     P-    333 

speech  of,  on  the  motion  to  reject  thu  Senate 
bill  BUBpenJing  the  writ  of  habeas  corpun    406 

remarks  of,  On  uoendmeiitB  lo  (he  second  re- 
solutioa  relating  lo  fortlScationi     437, 447,463 

speech  of,  on  Mr.  B  room's  resolution  relat- 
ing to  the  writ  of  babeaB  corpus      .        •    636 

^eechodnre^ytoMr.  G.  W.CamidwU-    677 
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Elmer,  Mr.,  >«ni«rk*  ot  on  Mr.  Elliot'*  £ist  re. 

solution-  •  -  -  313,316,469,466 
remarks  of.  on  the  bill  to  prohibit  impotta- 

lioD  of  slaves  ......    335 

remark!  of;  on  Mr.  Randolph's  resolution  re* 

lating  to  Burr's  conspiracy  ...  355 
remarks  of,  on  the  Senate  toll  filing  a  Mili* 

t*iy  Peace  EatsbUriuneiit  .  •  -  371 
ramarka  of,  on  the  reaolutioa  for  dsreoca  of 

New  York -    476 

ramatki  of,  on  Mr.  Broom's  resolation  relal. 

ing  to  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  •  -  C0t 
iwnaiks  of,  on  a  motion  to  recommit  the  bill 

to  repeal  the  duly  on  salt  •  -  646,  MS 
Ely,  Mr.,  reinarki  of,  on  the  bill  to  prohibit  im- 

porUtiiU)  of  liavsa  -  •  •  L79,  333,  SSt 
remarks  of^  on  Mr.  Dana's  notion  t«  reiar 

his  resolution,  dec.  ....    35Q 

raoarks  of,  on  Mr.  Bidwell's  new  section  to 

the  bill  to  punish  certain  ctimas  -  .  37T 
remaiks  of,  on  the  bill  for  forti^ing  porta  and 

harbors 6M 

remarks  qf,  reeommitttAg  the  lall  to  repeal 

the  duty  on  I  alt  -  -  -  -  .647 
Eppef,  Mr.,  remarks  of;  on  Mr.  Bidwell's  aueDd- 

meDt  to  Mr.  Elliot's  first  resolution  .    tl3 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Dana's  resolution  relat. 

iitg  to  libellous  publicationa  -  .  349,  361 
lemaika  oi,  on  Us  own  amendment,  to  tbe 

bill  to  puniah  certain  crime*  .  .  364,  8S6 
remarks  of;  introductory  of  a  motion  to  dis. 

charge  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  firom 


remarks  of,  introductory  of  a  motion  to  at 


361 


same  bill 
remaika  of,  introductoiy  of  al 

to  Mt.  Bidwell's  new  section  to  the  leme    SSI 
remark*  of,  on  the  motion  to  postpone  Mr. 

Randolph's  resolution  relating  to  Burr's 

coniptracy      ......     8B3 

remarks  of,  mtrodactoryof  1  motion  to  reject 

ths  SetiBle  bill  filing  a  Military  Peace  E*. 

labtisbmsnt 361,364 

remarks  of,  on  bis  motion  to.pottptme  the 

second  fortification  resolution  -        -     467,468 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Mumford's  resolutions 

for  national  defence        ....    433 
speech  of,  on  Mr.  Broom's  resolution  relating 

to  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus    -        ■      611,679 
remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to  recommit  the 

bill  to  repeal  the  duty  on  «alt  '        -     638,648 
remarks  of.  In  explanation  of  his  absence  at 

the  call  of  tiie  House      -        -        .        -    666 
remarks  of,  on  the  motion  for  indefinite  post- 
ponement of  the  Senate  bill  relating  to 

pnUic  lands 666 

remarks  af,  on  the  bill  for  eariyiiig  into  effect 

tiie  Chickasaw  Treaty    ....    673 
ETana,  Oliver,  ths  petition  of     .        .        .        .    MC 

F. 
Fetrand,  General,  a  decree  of,  in  the  name  at  the 

Emperor  of  the  French  •        -        -        .    776 
Finances,  report  of  the  Seorstaiy  of  the  Traasii< 

ry  on  the  sUle  of  the      .        -        -        .MS 
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remarka  of,  on  the  bill  f^ifoiti^iagfliepntt 

and  harbon,  fai.  •  •  -  '  -  -  tOt 
remark*  of.onrecommittingAie  trill  to  i«]ImI 

thedn^ona^t MT 

Kinarka  of,  in  reply  lo  Mr.  Randolph  00  Atf 

aame 663 

remarks  of,  on  the  Senate  bill  relating  to  pab- 

IFcland* 671 

remark*  of,  In  reply  to  Mr.  Randolph'*  lar. 


FortificatiDDi,  dK^,  Mr.  R.  NeI*on,  from  the  com- 
mitteo  on  bO  mucbof  tbePreaident'aHea- 
iage  a*  related  to  the  *ubject  of,  reported 
two  reaolutiona,  which  wer«  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  aaU  ordered 
to  be  piuted    . 
tlM  finrt  reiolution  debated 
Mr.  Mumford  moved  an  amendment 
which  waa  not  agreed  to     > 
fhrther  consider^  and  postponed 
debate  on  the  second  reaolncion,  to  which 
Mr.  Van  Cortlandt  oflerad  an  amendment 
« ino&n  by  Mr.  LIo;d  to  poa^ne  QQtil  tlie 

reloin  of  the  morer  &om  Baltimore 
which  waa  not  agreed  to  -  -  -  - 
the  qneation  on  Mr.  Van  Cortlandt'*  amend- 
ment taken,  and  loaf  .... 
a  notion  by  Mr.  Eariy  to  poa^ne 
which  wai  not  agreed  to  -  -  .  . 
Mi.  Bppea  renewed  tha  motioa  to  poa^ua*, 
which  prevailed  -  .  .  -  . 
ft  committee  waa  appointed  lo  prepiuv  a  bill 

in  putmsnce  of  tha  firit  reaolntion  . 
(Fonheactionon*aidbm,*eePori<and/£>^ 


Prcnch  caplnres,  a  detailed  atatement  of  •  -  < 
Frigate^  oa  motion  of  Mr.  Newton,  a  committee 
waa  appointed  to  wait  on  the  Preaident 
with  a  resolution  reqneating  him  to  caose 
to  be  laid  before  tbe  Boose  the  number 
and  Btate  of  the  .  .  .  .  .  ' 
•  Meaaage  fton  the  Preaident  in  reply  to  (he 
reaolotion : 


GameRi-Mr.,  was  eicnaed  lix>m  eerting  on  tha 
Committee  of  Weya  and  Means,  and  Mr. 
J,  Randolph  appointed  in  hie  place  -        -     IIS 

Oetskin,  David,  a  petition  of,  praying  reiinbDrae- 
ment  of  eipenaea  incurred  in  attempting 
to  detect  fi-anda  on  the  revenae,  waa  j^r- 
red  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Hanuiactnres  .....  SU 
•  bill  Irvm  the  Secntaiy  of  the  TrcMorT  en- 

eloaiiig  Tonchers  in  the  caan    .        -        -    431 
(For  furdier  action  in  the  cue,  ace  CoJtcdar* 

Georgia,  a  petition  in'  relation  to  laud  dsim  un- 
der the  Bute  of,  laid  on  the  laUe    -        -     Ml 

a  memorial  of  the  Legialatnre  of,  respectmg 
disputed  boundary  with  North  Caroiins  -     f60 

a  corrsapondenoe  of  the  Qovemon  of  Bid 
State* -        -    91% 

copy  of  an  act  of  the  State  at,  tpfoiatm^ 
Gommi**ionen  to  aacertain  the  ditidi^ 
tioe  between  North  Carolina  and    -        -     9M 

a  table  of  feea  allowed  to  officer*  of  court*  of-    IXSS 
Goldiborough,  Mr.,  remark*  of,  on  the  effieaejef 

gunboat* 611 

remarks  of,  on  the  modifieatian*  repotted  bj 
tha  conferee*  on  the  slave  biQ  -        .        -     CM 

remark*  of,  on  the  Senate  amendmenta  to 
the  bill  to  repeal  the  doty  on  aalt    -        -     SS 
Gonialea,  J.  M.,  agreement  of  Bruigo,  wMl  Cap- 
tain E.  D.  Turner  to  remove  hia  troops    -     111 
Oore,  C,  oopiea  of  lettan  from,  to  the  Secretary 

oftjtate 843,854 

OoveiDment,  Mr.  Randolph  pnMBtad  a  biD  be 

support  of,  read  twics,  and  conmilted      -     4M 

reported  widi  amendmenta,  and  ordereJ  to 
lie  on  the  table 6SS 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -  -      CM 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .        -         -     6S7 

netamed  from  the  Senate  vrith  amendaicBta    68S 

which  were  agreed  to         .        -        -        •    68S 

tiie  aot  approved        -        .        ■        -         .  |S73 
Grand  Jurors,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  regulate 

the  Humming  up 481 

read  twice,  andcommittod  to  the  Commitlee 
ofthe  Whole 48fi 

read  a  third  time,  and  reieeted    •        •        -    MI 
Great  Britain  and  France,  Meitaa^  and  doc*- 

ments  lonching  our  relations  with  -  776,  9M 
OreenviUe  Trea^  Boundary,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Parke,  the  Comratttee  on  PaUio  Lands 
ware  instructed  to  inqnire  into  tha  expe- 
diency of  establishing  an  office  f<nlhBMla 
ofland*  tvestofthe  ....  Ut 
Oregg,  Mr.,  remarts  of,  on  Mr.  Randolph's  reao- 
lntion relating  to  Burr's  coospiney  -    SfiS 

on  Mr.  Rhea's  resolntion  relating  to  Loov- 
iana  land*      ---...     343 

on  tiie  Senate  bill  fixing  a  Military  Peace 
EsUbliBhment 3M 

on  Mr.  Lloyd'*  motion  to  pos^Kme  the  aoc- 

6aA  fortificatian  reaolntion       .         -  .      439 

on  the  merit*  of  said  resolution  .         -  .     4M 

on  the  bill  for  repairing,  Gnidung,  and  for- 
nishing  the  Capitol        .        -        .         .     4W 

on  Mr.  Broom'i  reaolntion  relating  to  the 
writ  of  habeaa  corpus      .        -        .        .     Mg 

on  iha  Senate  bill  relating  to  aatttnnent  on 
poUieland*  -        -        .        ■      flSl,  «M,  SS7 
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Sntae  Proceedingt  and  Debates. 


Oroton,  ContMcticnt,'  in  adverw  nport  on  dM 
ptUtion  of  mndcy  inhabitants  ol^  relnTed 
ta  the  CommittM  of  the  Whole      - 

Gunboati,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Eirly,  ■  committAe 
wtM  eppoinlwl  lo  reqneat  of  the  Preiident 
■ueh  inlinm&tian  as  be  maj  haTe,  tending 


Cirmatiiia  aaked  for 

which  Meaige  waa  reterred  to  a  Comtnitlmi 
of  the  Whole BSl 

on  molioii  of  Mr.  Thomas  ■  new  aeetion  int 
added  to  the  foitiScation  bill  providing  for 
buildiD{,  &c  .....  608 
H. 
Habeaa  Corpoa,  Mi.  B.  Stoitb,  from  the  8eaat«, 
deliverad  conSdeatialty  a  tnll  to  iiM^end 
the  writ  of,  which  wai  read     -        -        -    403 

Mr.  P.  R.  Thompun  mored  that  the  aoois 
■hould  be  opened   -        -        -        .        .    402 

which  motion,  after  dUcoeeion,  prarailed     -    403 

and  Mr.  Eppea,  thereupon,  moiei]  the  lejai}- 
tion  of  the  bill        -        -        -        -     ,  -    403 

and  the  bill  waa  rejected    -        -        -        -    4S4 

Mr.  BrDom  (nbmiUed  a  reaolotion  that  it  ia 
expedient  In  make  further  provision  to  ae- 
cnre  the  privit^e  of  the  writ  of      -        -    47S 

tb«  reeolation  debated        .        -        -        .    soi 

the  Houie  adjourned  without  taking  the 
question         ......    S37 

the  debetn  reeumed    -         -.        -         .         ■     6SB 

and  the  snlgecl  indefinitalj  postponed         -    (68 
Hamet,  Caiamalll,  convention  between  the  Uni- 
ted Sutei  und 711 

aletter  &om,  addressed  to  the  pe^e  of  the  . 

United  atstcs TBB 

Haidiof,  Captain  Selb,  a  bill  from  the  Senate 

Jor  relief  of 401 

re*d  tvrice.aDd  committed  to  the  Uommltlee 
of  the  Whole 4M 

read  a  third  time,  and  paseed  ...  489 
Haigisbeimer,  John,  •  petition  0^  leTeired  to  the 
Committee  on  Claims,  barred  t>j  the  ilal- 
nies  of  limitation  ■  .  .  ■  .  160 
HaniaOD,  William  B.,  Governor  oflndianaTer- 
litoiy,  Mr.  Puke  prsaeDtnd  a  pethion  at, 
prajing  compensation  ibr  certain  eitM 
senices,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Claims 2£3 

(For  farther  action  on  said  petition,  see  hi- 
diana  Terrilorj/.') 
Hastings,  Mr.,  remarkt  of,  on  the  bit]  to  prohibit 

the  itnportation  of  slaves  ...     337 

on  ths  Senate  bill,  relating  to  settlements  on 

public  lands 789 

Hsam,  William,  Mr.  M«gruder  presented  a  tnll 
to  discharge  from  imprisoumetit,  which 
ws*  twice  read,  and  committnl  to  the 
CommiUee  of  the  Whole        ...     igs 

reported  williout  smendment,  end  ordered 
to  a  third  resding  -        -        .        .        .    363 

read  a  third  time,  sad  passed      ...    t69 

ntumed  from  the  Senate  wilb  an  amend- 
ment    .......    470 

which  was  agreed  to  ■        .        .        -        .    47S 
HeR«v,  Governor,  conespondence  of,  with  Co). 

Cushing eiB,  916 

with  Ooveriwr  Claiborne    -        .        .     BIT,  SI9 


Page. 
Bietana,  hi  Comandes,  hietorical  sketch  of  the, 

tribe  of  Indiana 1083 

Highland  Tompike,  Mr.  Tan  Coitlandt  pre. 
senCed  a  petition  of  the,  Compwiy,  prajr- 
ing  aid  to  complete  said  road,  mm  lun^s 
bridge  to  Hodion,  which  was  read,  and 
referred  to  a  select  committee  •        .     193 

an  adTsrse  report  fiom  said  committee,  which 
was  concnrreJ  in    -        -        -  -    SGS 

Holland,  Mr.,  Tsmsrks  of,  on  &e  bill  to  prohibit 

the  importation  of  slaves  ...  S39 
on  the  bill  to  punish  certain  crime*  -  .  388 
on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  dut^  on  sell.  Sec.  -  SOT 
on  Mr.  Randolph's  resolution   relating  to 

Burr's  conspiracy  ...  -  343,  844 
on  the  first  fortiEotion  resolution  -  -  374 
on  the  second  fortification  resolution  ■  -  469 
speed  of,  on  Mr.  Broom's  lesdlalion  relet- 

ing  to  habeas  corpus  •  .  -  '  -  645 
remarks  of,  on  &e  bill  to  fortify  porta  and 

harbors 69T,  S04 

on  the  Senate  bill  relating  to  settlements  on 

pobfic  lands  .--.-.     tW 
on  the  Chickaeaw  treat;  bill       -        -        -     BTS 
Honae  of  Kepieeenlathes,  members  in  attcod- 

ance  at  the  meeting  of  the      -        •     109,110 

members  of  die,  sppearing  at  Tarioue  times     111, 

112,  114,  ntr,  ISe,  130,  160,  1«6, 179,  ISO,  1S7, 

S10,  3»,  3fiS,  374,  SS8 

Hull,  Captain  laaac,   cCTTespandenee   of,  with 

Commnlore  Bsrron       -        71S,  797,  738,  7S7 
aitraetofalettei  to,  iTom  William  Eaton   -     714 
Hontar,  Doctor,  extract  Grom  a  Journal  of,  on  a 

voyage  np  the  Red  and  Washita  rivers    -  1  IOC 
taeteorological  tables  of,  made  during  said 
voyage  -------  1148 

I. 
Impmtation,  on  motion  of  Mi.  Gregg,  the  Com- 
_:»—  of  Commerce  and  Mannfactniea 
aider  what  amcad- 
the  act  lo  prc^bit, 
goods,  vrans,  Ac    ...    US 
Mr.  Bariy,  in  pnrauanse  of  swd  instraction, 
presented  a  bill  gupplemantsiy  lo  the  act 
to  probilrit,  which   was  lefaned  to  the 
-  CommittM  of  the  Whole        -        -        .486 
lupoTto  end  Tonnage,  tha  suns  cwnmittwe  wera  . 

ordered  10  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
amending  the  act  to  regtilat«  the  eoUec- 
tion  of  dntiea  on    -        -  -        -    380 

Inqnesment,  extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  te  Jamek  MMUMy  on  th«  eob- 
ject  of   •        -        -        -  -        -    788 

Indiana  Territoij,  oerlain  leaotntiona  of  the  Le- 
gislative C(iuncil  of,  relative  to  e  sus- 
pension of  the  eiith  article  of  compact  dtc 


STS 


a  report  presented  by  said  committae  - 

which  was  referted  to  the  Committee  of  tLe 
Whole 483 

on  motion  of  Hr.  Holmes,  the  Committee  of 
Claims  ware  directed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  iDakiug  compccsetion  lo  the 
Governor,  &c  tot  extra  services      -        -    377 

Mr.  Holmes,  in  pnrsnanee  thereof,  preeenled 
■  bill  which  was  twice  read  and  committed    439 
~  ordered  to  a  third  reading      -     t8S 


dbyGoo^Ie 


INDEX. 

fibuM  Pnetedine*  and  Debatet. 


InJiuiB  T«mtarj — oontianad.  ] 

rtad  •  Uiird  time,  and  puwd      ... 

the  act  ipfnTed        ..... 

Mr.  t*Aa  pna&nUA  the  petitkiD  of  iiairj 

inbalMtuiU,  prajinfadiTiuonof  th«  wim* 

into  two  MpmlegOTetnmeDt*,  which  wu 

Mfened  to  >  ■tltictcommitlea  .        .        - 

Mr.  Puke  ilw  preMnted  a  petition  in  opfw- 

■     -      ■  '-    I  totha 

dfent  to  dirida,  waa  anaed  to  .        .    ( 

Mr.  Paxke  ala»  UM«ntad  a  patilion  of  the  in- 
b^tanu  of  Uw  Illinoia  and  Tillage  of  Pe- 
oria in,  pnTing  that  dw  Board  of  Com- 
■nwuonen  n»^  he  empowered  to  eiamiBe 
and  decide  tbaii  daima  to  land  in,  read  and 


■I)  act  aUowinf  additional  companaatioa  to 
the^dEtaof ISTS 


Indian  Natu 


Louiaiana,  Ac- 


cel ii 


-  1040 

>aoftheaauie    -        -        -1076 

Inirr,   an  hirtorieal  aketch  ef   ttie,  tribe  of  In* 

diant 1079 

Innmnca  Cempaniaa  of  Philadelphia,  ueinorial 

*fthe 971 

iHnmclian,  an  Mt  anlboriiing  the  employment 

of  the  land  andnaTalfbiGaain  caaea  of        -  IS86 
Innlid  PenaianarB,'  a  letter  from  the  Seeretarj  of 
War,  tranimJHlng  a  hat  at,  on  the  panaiOD 
liala  of  the  aeTcnl  Statea,  in  obedience  to 
a  iciolution  at  the  laat  aueion,  read  and 
referred  to  the  ComoutUe  of  Claima 
Mi.  Hoimea,  horn  the  laid  committee,  pte- 
aented  a  bill  concerning,  read  twioe  and 
eotDmitled      ...... 

oidated  to  a  third  reading  .        .        •        - 

the  act  apprOTod        .....  isn 

J. 
Ja^oD,  Mr.,  rMnarki  eli  on  the  UH  to  pnnUt 


on  altering  the- north  wing  of  the  Capitol    - 

on  Mr.  Bioom'i  habeea  eerpna  reairintion  filB,  MS 

on  reeontmittlng  the  bill  to  repeal  the  dnlj 


aaid  committee  diadlMged,  and  leave  gtraa 
to  withdraw  the  petition  ■        -        -    4Sl 

Keatackr,  aUUe  of  feea  allowed  to  «flb*Mef  the 

oonrtaof ISB 

Keychiee,  biatoiical  aketch  of  Ae,  tribe  of  *-■*' —  lOTS 

Kincaid,  William,  a  paiitioB  «t,  refcned  to  the- 
Committee  of  CtaiBahemdbTtfaaetatalea 
of  limitation  ....--    lU 
on,  Stephen,  Mr.  Gariy  pMeented  a  tall  to 
relief  ot  twioe  read  and  eomnitted  -        .    SM 

Kiihn,Lndwig,  apetition  of, retcired  to  the  Coin- 
mittee  of  Cliimi,  barred  b;  the  italntea  of 
limitation       ......     lU 


Lake  Erie,  the  Committee  of  ConmcKe  and 
Manoftetnre*  were-  inatnicted  u  inquire 
into  the  ezpediencj  of  extending  to  the 
revenue  dlatrict*  on,  and  within  the  Statu 
of  Ohio,  tha  pTOTiiioiu  of  the  act  to  ex- 
tend jnriadielion  in  certain  caaea  to  State 
judgea,  dec.  -  -  -  - 
a  report  from  aaid  committee,  that  it  w«a 
inexpedient,  egieed  lo    -        -        -        - 

Lamaon,  Gideon,  an  Bd*eiaa  report  on  the  pelitioa 


on  the  Cbiekaaaw  Treat;  bill      - 
knaon,  Riealdo,  Mr.  R.  Ndion  preaented  a  Ull 
fcr  relief  ot,  which  wai  twice  read  and 
oranmittcd  to  Iha  Committee  of  the  Whole     3O0 
filial  Coarti,  on  motion  of  Mi.  Elliot  a  com- 
mittee   waa  ifipeinted  to  inquire  what 
aaacndmenta  ere  necmiaiyin  the  aereral 
laws  relating  totiieorgamaation,  dec,  of.    S46 
Mr.  8.  Smith  piceentad  the  petition  of  enndry 
inhabilanti  of  PennijWania,  for  a  rerieioa 
and  amendment  of  the  lawi  to  ertabliah, 
which  waa  laid  on  the  table 


Kelly,  Mr.,  remarka  of,  on  the  bUI  to  prohibit  im- 
portation of  alaiea'        .... 
on  the  firat  reioiuticn  relating  to  national  de- 

on  Mr.  Broom'*  hateaa  corpna  naohilion    •    665 


petition  ait,  which  waa  read  ai 
Uie  Committee  of  Claima        -        •        -     ; 
on  their  lepert,  the  petitioner  had  leave  to 
withdraw  ba  petition      -        .        .         .    i 
Landa  «ded^  to  the  United  State*,  a  bill  fiom  Ota 
Senate  to   prerent    nnanlhoriied   eettl*. 

a  the  ConmiilteeoB 


read  a  third  time  and  paaaed  aa  amended    -    C7I 
the  act  a^prored        -        ...        -  IMS 
Laltimore,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  right  of  ml- 

frage  in  Hiatiaaipp  Territoi;  .    >St 

on  granting  lenda  f^  a  hoapital  al  Natchea    976 
Lear,  Tobiu,  aitraet*  of  letter*  to,  from  the  Sec- 

TKar;  of  Bute        -        .        -      710,  7U,  761 
eorreapondenoe  of,  with  Commodore  Barron    736 
7S» 
copy  of  a  letter  from,  to  WiUiatn  Eaton       -    746 
hia  letter  to,  and  appointment  of  John  Ridgely 
aa  UnitMl  StatN  agonl  al  Tripoli    -     743,  745 
Learning,  Mr.  J.  Clay  preientcd  a  bill  for  Iheen- 
eouisgemenl  of,  and  promotion  of  the  nee- 
(hl  arta,  whicb'Wai  twice  read  and  com- 
mitted  lo  the  Committee  ofthe  Whole     -     M5 
Leib,  Michael,  aletterfromtheOo*eniorof  Fenn. 
■ylvania,  announcing  the  reaignation  of, 
ai  a  member  of  the  Home,  wb>  preaented 

by  the  Speaker 148 

Lcwii,  Mr.,  remarki  of,  againat  deterring  action 

on  the  Potomac  bridge  bill      .        .        -     ISt 
Ml  Iha  bill  for  flniching,  repairing,  and  fur> 
uiahing  the  CajHtol  .  49^    49S 
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Jibiue  Proeeedittga  and  DebaUt. 


htmJM,  Captain  Meriwether,  cop;  of  a  Idtler  fnm, 

to  Ifae  Prraident  of  the  United  Statea      -  1037 
Lewia  and  Clirte,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Datraon  a 
committee  wai  appointed,  to  Tepart  nhat 
compenMIiciii   ooghtto  be  medo  to,  Wid 
their  compuiiottj    ---.■.    SM 
Mr.  Allien  from  laid  committae,  presented 

a  bill,  read  twice  and  committed  •  -  S83 
reported  with  amendmenu         ...    Ml 

the  bill  reeommitl«d fi&l 

■manded  and  ordered  to  •  UUrd  readinc  .  BS8 
read  a  third  time,  and  jtiaarirl  a*  amended  -  069 
the  act  apprOTod  -  .  .  .  .  iSTS 
docnmanta  accomp«n;nig'  the  Meiiage  in  re- 
latioD  to  die  eipeditioa  of  -  ■  -  lOU 
Idbdlou  poblicatioDB,  Mr.  Dana  offiired  a  mo- 

tabon  rliUlinK  to U8 

which  waa  reierred  to  •  Comoiittee  of  the 

Whole Sin 

LibraiT,  a  joint  rewlntioii  from  the  Senate  ap> 

painting  a  comgiUlee  on  the  -        -        -     188 
which  waa  concnrred  in,  and  tbe  Hoom 
appointed  a  committee    .        ■        ■        .    |79 
Mt.  J.  Clay,  from  Bud  committee,  presented 

a  report 463 

Light-honaet,  Mr.  Earij  preeented  a  bill  for  the 
erection  of  certain,  tirice  read  and  com- 
mitted     8S0 

npcTted  with  atnendmenta,  agreed  to,  and 

ordered  to  •  third  reading  ■•        -    873 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaied  aa  amended  -    378 

die  act  apprOTod ISCS 

Limitation,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Stanton,  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  inquire  what  de- 
acription   of  chuma  againat  the   United 
StiUee  are  barred  bj  the  stalutaa  of  -        -     ISI 
a  report  from  laid  committee  was  read        -    381 
and  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole    879 
on  motion  of  Mi.  Hobnea,  aondrj  petition! 
were  referred  to  the  a^d  Comnittae        -     IfiO 
Little,  George,  a  report  tram  the  Committee  of 
Claims  recommending  a  bill  for  the  relief 

of,  agreed  to S30 

Mr.  Holmes  preHnted  a  bill  in  purananee 

thereof,  twice  read  and  committed  •  -  S31 
reported  without  amendment,  and  'Ordend  to 

a  third  reading        -        -        .        .        -    158 
read  a  third  time,  and  paised      -        .        .    360 
Lloyd,  Edward,  a  new  member  horn  Maryland, 

waa  quali&ed  and  took  liia  seat  •     IIZ 

nmarka  of,  on  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  impor- 
tation of  ilaTe*      -       -       -       .       .    980 
on   Hr.  Randolph's  reaolutioD  relating  to 

Burr'a  conspiracy  -  ,  -  -  .  343 
in  defence  of  his  callBsgne,  Mr.  R.  Nslaon  488 
on  the  second  fortificetion  resolution  -  449, 463 
on  recommiltiog  the  bill  to  repeal  the  dntj 

on  salt 819 

Loninana,  Mr.  Rhea  laid  on  the  table  a  reaoln- 

tion  in  relation  to  landa  in  the  Tenitorr  of    381 
the  Preudent  transmitted  •  copy  of  the  Ter- 
ritorial laws  of        .        .        -        -        .    470 
referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  were  re- 
ferred the  law*  of  Michigan    -        -        -    470 
Lncntia,  brig,  a  proteit  of  the  master  and  male 

of  the B30 

Ljoii>  Matthew,  remaiba  of,  on  the  Senate  Mil 

filing  •  MilitBiy  Peace  Establiahmeat  38S,  387 


Lyon,  Mathew,  Mr.,  rema^  of— continneil.        Page. 

on  Mr.  Lloyd's  motion  to  pos^ione  the  sec- 
ond lortificalion  resolutioli       .        -        .  44Q 

in  ridicnle  of  Mr.  Sloan's  phraseology        -  471 

on  the  bill  to  finish  the  south  and' repair  fbe 

north  wing  of  the  Capitol      ,-        -        .  4t7 

on  the  Senate  amendments  to  the  lill  to  te- 

praj  the  duty  on  salt       •        -        .        -  tl38    . 

on  the  motion  to  recommit  said  bill    -        -  850 

M. 
McCreery,  Mr<,  remarks  of,  on  the  report  of  th» 

committee  on  the  petition  of  the  sagu       ' 
refiners  -        -        -        -        -        - .       .    3Bg 

Hacon,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  (he  bill  to  prohibit  im- 
portation of  davea  -        .       173,  176,  178,  3Sfi 
on  the  firat  fortification  resolution       -        -    389 
on  Aunkhing  the  Reprasentalire  Chamber    498 
addroM  of;  to  the  House,  in  re^y  to  *  Tote 

of  thanks 884 

Madiaon,  James,  a  report  from,  to  the  Senate      -    777 
Manhattan  Company,  Mr.  Clinton  presented  a 

C'tion  of  the,  praying  a  depeait  in  their 
k  of  custom-honae  bonds,  which  Waa 
referred  to  a  select  committee        -        -     IH 
Marine  Corps,  on  motion  of  Mr.  J.  Cl&y,  a  eon- 
.   mittee  was  apfwinted  to  cotuidBr  the  pro* 
priety  of  eiplaining  the  seiera]  acta  rela- 
ting to  the,  Ac 4M 

a  bill  to  explain,  Slc,  was  presented,  read 
twice,  end  committed  to  a  Committee  of 

the  Whole .'    BM 

Marine  Lunranca  Company  of  New  York,  me- 
morial of  the.  to  the  SecretMy  of  State    BW 
Marion,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  for 

dafance  of  New  York     -        -  -    474 

.    on  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  importation  of 

slavea 478 

on  Mr.  Mumford's  raaalutiDiu  for  defence     494 
Maryland,  table  of  icea  allowed  to  officers  of  the 

courts  of        -        -        -        ..        -  1301 
MwMadluseUs,  «  table  of  fees  allowed  to  the  offi- 
cers of  the  courts  of        -        .        -        .  HM 
Masters,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  first  fiwtifiealion 

resolution       -.--..    31% 
on   Mr.  Randolph'a  resolution   relatiTe  lo 

Burr's  conspiracy  -----    S40 
on  motion  to  postpone  the  second  foQifica^ 

tion  reeolntion 460 

on  Mr.  Mumford'a  resolntion  tbr  defence  4B9,  484 
on  famiahing  the  Represent&tiTe  Chamber  498 
on  Mr.  Brown's  resolution  relatiTe  lo  the 

writ  of  habeas  corpus     -        -        .        -    8B8 
on  Ibrtifleations  -----     618 

Hayes,  histoiical  sketch  of  the,  tribe  of  Indiana  1079 
Me»d,  Cowlea,  a  letter  from,  to  the  Preaident,  in 

relation  to  Aaron  Bon    -        •        .        .    479 
Heny,  Mr.,  (Tate  British  Envoy,)  w«ting  the  ia- 
sne  of  the  bill  to  snspend  the  non^mpor- 
Utionaet        -  -        -      '.        -     119 

HcBBSge,  the  President's  annual,  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole        -    lis 
communicating  information  of  the  state  of 
negotiation  with  Great  Britain,  referred  to 
•  aelect  committee        -         -        .        -     lis 
a  reierenca  of  the,  to  certain  oommitleea      •     118 
a,  touching  s  combination  against  the  peace 
of  the  Union.    (Bea  Satatt  Froeeidirtgt, 
page  39.) 
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Meiiagea  of  Out  Prendont— coBtinaed.  Page. 

tranimitting  letl«n  from  the  Miniiten  at 

Irfjndoii  and  PkrU,  Ac,  -        -        -        -     S54 
toaebing  our  relatioiu  widi  Tripoli   693,  BM,  696 

.    eea 

ttannaiUiDg  Idlen  from  Minutera  abioad    -     9SS 
HeteoTological  Tablo,  kept  b?  Mr.  Dunbw  and 
Doctor  Bqiitar,  on  the  Red  and  Waatuta 
riTen    .------  114J 

IQdiigan  TerHtory,  a  cop;  of  Itie  lavt  o^  tnoa- 

mttted  b7  the  Preudint  .        -        .        .    SOS 

the  Meeaase  and  law*  refened  to  a  icleet 
committee      ......    287 

anodm-  topj  at  lawa,  from  Jnlj,  1806,  to 
Jmotry,  1807,  refert-ed  to  aama  commit- 
tee   483 

proceeding!  of  a  eonrentioh  in,  referred  to  a 
aeleet  committee     .        -        .        -        -    gSS 

wbieh  committee,  on  motion  of  Mr-Horrotv, 
waa  diaebaTgiHl,  and  the  lubject  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  -        -    378 

a  lepreseutatioil  from  the  GoTemOr  of,  pray- 
ing an  wproptiadon  to  defray  the  ex- 
petwea  of^defanding  laid  Temtot;  from 
the  Indiana,  waa  referred  to  a  aeleet  com- 
mittee     S90 

Ifr.  Vamnm,  from  laid  committee,  preaent- 
ed  a  Inll,  which  waa  nul.  twice  and  com- 
mitted    3T8 

die  bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading       ■        -    620 

read  a  tiiird  time,  and  paaied      -        -        -    eSI 

a  report  &ani  the  Goremor  and  JodgM  of, 
in  obedience  to  law        -        -        -   An,  10&3 

■  bill  from  the  Senate  to  regulate  graati  of 
land  in,  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the 
Committee  on  Pubfio  Lands   -        -        -    400 

an  agieement  reported,  and  the  Intl  referred 

to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole        -        -    481 
TSad  a  third  time,  and  paased      -        .        .    673 

the  act  ^profed 1380 

an  act  allowing  additional  compensation  (a 
the  Judgea  ot       -        -        -        -    '    •  1373 
ICIitaTj  Bftdblidiment,  a  lull  presented  for  sup- 
port of  the,  for  1807,-  read  twice,  and 

committted 198 

reported   with    amendmenta,    which  were 

agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  •  third  reading    Vt9 
read  a  third  time,"  and  paaaed  aa  amended    -    S31 

flu  act  approved 1348 

Hilitary  Peace  Eitablishment,  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate BupplemeataiT  to  the  act  fixing  a      -    SM 
the  bill  read,  and  Mr.  Eppea  moTed  to  re- 
ject it    863 

■  debate  on  the  motion,  end  its  adoplion  not 
agreed  t» 378 

the  tnll  reftrred  to  a  select  committee  -        -    439 

postponed  indefinitelj        -        -        .        -     681 
MIUbB,  a  Measage  from  the  President  tianunit- 

ting  a  statement  of  the  -        -        -        -    481 

the  statement  accompanying  said  Meaiage  1030 
Hint,  a  Meseege  from  the  President,  transmitting 

e  report  of  the  Uirector  of  the        -        -    437 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  in  addition  to  the  act 
eatablisbiQE  the 46S 

read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  eelect  com- 
mittee     4M 

a  report  from  said  committee  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole       -       -       -    fiS4 

pectponedi&defliiitel;;       .       -       .       .    674 


Miamssippi  TerrilMj,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Latti- 
more,  the  petition  of  the  LoguUtiTV  CoDM- 
cil,  dec,  of,  so  far  as  it  refened  to  a  bo^i- 
tal  at  Natcbei,  an  increase  of  ^mij  to 
the  Judges,  and  eilending  the  right  «f 
snffiage,  was  referred  to  a  select   com- 

tnittse 1 

said  oommittee  presented  a  bill  emInaciDg 
theae  anbjecta,  which  wai  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  •  Committee  of  tbo  Whole    1 
the  section  extending  the  right  of  mOiaie 

considered      ,.-.--    J 
Hr.  Esrlj  moTed  to  itrike  out  the  aedioa, 

whii^  motion  was  lost    -        -         -         -    1 
tben.nponbis  motion,  the  section  rdeting  to 

the  boipitsl  was  stiidcen  out  -        -         -    ) 
aod  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  readinc    3 
read  a  tliird  time  and  passed,  aa  amended  -    i 
retomed  ^m  the  Senate,  wiUi  amendmcDta    I 
some  of  the  auendinenta  agreed  to,  and  oth- 
ers diwgreed  to       -         -  .       -         -         -     t 
the  Seosla  insist,  and  the  House  recede      '    < 
a  memorisl  of  the  Legiilative  CooDcil,  &&, 
of,  praying  a  reTJaion  of  tlie  land  lawa,  and 
further  time  for  the  Erst  payment  on  lande, 
dtc,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pidilic 

a  petition  of  the  Grand  Jorore  of  Waahinf' 
ton  county in,malunga*iinil>rpa7sr,aiM), 
in  addition,  that  some  effectire  cncounge- 
ment  maj  be  given  to  schools  -        -         -    i 

certain  patriotic  resolutions  of  the  Legiala- 
tire  Cound],  &c,  laid  on  the  table  -         -     < 

a  bill  presented  to  annex  certain  eboree  ltd 
waters  to  (he  diitrict  of,  leid  and  refcatd 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole      -         -     3 

reported,  with  amendments,  and  recommit- 
ted to  the  ComAiUee  of  the  Whole  -    3 

reported,  with  amendmenta,  which  wei* 
agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reedins    4 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        -        -    4 

the  act  approved        -        -        -        -        -  H 
Monroe,  Jamea,  a  letter  from,  to  the  BritiA  Sa»- 

retan  of  Foreign  Afiaira  -        -    7 

a  joint  letter  of  William  Piniaiej  and,  (o  tbe 
Secretary  of  Slate  -  .  -  .  .  I 
Montour,  Montgomery,  (a  Delaware  ChieO  b 
petition  of,  stating  that  an  impoution  has 
been  practised  on  the  CommwaioDcfv,  ut 
making  a  treaty  with  his  tribe,  end  praj- 
ing  relief,  waa  referred  to  the  Committee 

on  Public  Landa t 

Moore,  Mr.  T.,  remarks  of;  on  a  mottoa  to  reject 
the  Senate's  bill  fixing  a  Hilitaty  Peace 
Establishment       .       -       -       .       .    j 
Morris,  Commodore,  ei  tract  of  a  letter  from,  to  the 

Secretary  of  Slate  -     '  -        -        -        -     7 
Mosely,  Mr., remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  preTcnllhe 

importation  uf  slaves       .        .        -        -     1 

on  the  second  fortification  resolution  -         -    4 

in  reply  to  Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  -        -         -4 
Mnmfbrd,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  first  fortification 

resolution       -        -        .        -      384,386,3 

on  gunboite,  ea  •  meana  of  defence     -        -4 

on  Mr.  Lloyd's  motion  to  postpone  the  sec- 
ond fortification  resolution      -        •        -    4 

on  the  merits  of  said  resofution  -         -      4C7, 4 

on  the  reaolodon  for  defence  of  Hew  Toik  •    4 
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HnmfoA,  Min  MUtrka  of— coDtinned.  P>g«. 

jntrodactoiy  of  naolntioiu  relating  to  the  lu- 

tinnal  dsfsDce         .....    4ST 
on  the  bill  to  fortify  ports  tud  harbon  -        •    610 
Mniraj.  Alsiander,  extract  of  a  letter  fioni,  to 

William  Salon 706 

Miimll)  Mt-i  oopj  of  a  lelteT-frain,  relating  to 

Aaron  Burr 438 

N. 
Nabedachra,  hiitoiical  aketch  of,  tribs  of  Indiana  1079 
Nandakoei,  hislorieal  iketch  of,  liibe  of  Indiana  107B 
Nanjemoj,  a  bill  preientad  to  change  the  name 

of  the  diatrict  of,  which  wax  twice  read, 

and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 

Whole 


Natdwc,  a  bill  prsaented,  with  a  aeetion  authiw. 
iiing  ft  gi«nt  of  land  for  the  ute  of  a  hoa- 
pitaT  at,  which  section  wia  read  twice,  and 
committed      ......! 

and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Earlj,  atricken  out  -  1 
Ml  notion  of  Mr.  L«ttitnara,  the  Committee 
of  Comtneica  and  Hanqlaeturea  waa  in- 
•tractad  to  inquire  into  the  eipedienej  of 
ealabtiatiing  and  maintaining  an  inatitu. 
tion  fbr  relief  of  (Kk  and  dUabled  boat- 
men at '. 

■  anrvajor  of  the  cnatoma  to  be  apjiointad 

fbr 1! 

Nalohitochea,  hiitorica]  aketcb  of  the,  trUie  of 

Indiana.        -  •        -        -        •  II 

National  Defence,  epeech  of  Mr.ElIiot,^Ting  no- 
tice of  hia  intention  to  taoTe  a  eeiiea  of 
reeohitioni  in  relation  to         -        -        •     i 
hia  raaolutionij  introduced   •        .        .        •     1 
and  ordered  to  tie  on  the  taUe    -        •        •    ! 
the  fliat  raaolu^n  debated  -  -    ! 

and  adopted      ......] 

tba  aaoond  reaoln^n,   after    debate,    alas 
adopted 


IW 


hia  aaeond  randutioD  withdrawn  ■    ' 

Naral  Peace  Ealabtiahment,  on  motion  of  Mr. 

PlewtoD  a  eonuniltee  waa  appointed  to  in- 

qairo  whether  an;  addition  ooght  to  be 

made  to  the  eiiMing  •        .        -    ' 

Mr.  Hewton  preeented  a  bill  enpfleouAtaiv 
to  the  act  on  die,  wUeh  waa  twiee  read, 
and  rafatred  to  the  OoiBniitleie  of  tita 
Wh<de 

ordered  to  a  third  tvudtBg  .... 


H«*f ,  Mrt  RttMolpb  preeenled  ■  bill  for  the  *np- 
port  of  the,  for  1 807,  wbidh  wak  twice  read, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 

Whole 

rapoilad    with   unendnienla,   whi<li    were 

agreed  to,  and  ordend  to  a  third  reading  - 

read  a.  third  time,  and  paaed  aa  amended     ' 

the  ad  approved        -        .        .        -        -  1 

SelaOD,  Mr.  R-,  remarka  of,  on  the  bill  to  ntapend 

the  noD-impoitatiai  act  •        •        -        - 

on  the  bill  to  pnniab  ontaju  eriniM    • 

en  the  flrat  fbrtifliwtion  raaolatiea       -     Mfl, 

OB  the  aerrioa  of  gnnboata  ... 


Nebon,  R.,  Mr.,  remarka  of — eontinnad.  Page, 

on  the  motien  to  reject  the  Senate  bill  ana- 
pending  the  halMaa  coqiua      ...    413 

on  fortlBealiona BOS 

on  the  Benate  amendment  to  the  bill  repeal. 

ing  the  duty  on  aalt        ....    684 
OB  the  nurtion  that  the  Home  recede  -        •    C44 
NewburrpoTl,  memorial  of  the  merchanta  of,  to 

the  Becretai?  of  SUto    -        •        -        -     81B 
New  Hampahire,  a  table  of  the  feea  allowed  to  of' 

fleers  of  the  court*  of      ....  HVt 
New  HsTen,  memorial  of  the  Chamber  of  Com. 

mereeof 90« 

New  httaj,  a  table  of  fees  allowed  to  officer*  of 


and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 

Wboto - 

a  aection  irf'  a  lull  paiaed  anthorimnf   Um 

erection  of  a  coitom-honee  at  -        -        '    ' 
a  coMDiKtee  «ppabtad  to  bring  in  a  lull  to 

eaUbiish  a  poit  road  from,  to  the  Baltie 

and  Rapide,  dte.    -        .        .        ■        . 
•  bill  to  that  effect  preaenlsd,  read  twice,  and 

commitledMtha  Committee  of  Iho  Whole    ' 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaMd        .... 
the  act  approTcd        -        -        -        •        -  I' 
Newport  Insurance  Com'pan]',  memorial  a(  to  ' 

the  Becretar;  of  State,  Iranamitting  a  list 

itf  captorea  by  foreign  cntiaels 
Newapapeta,  an  order  U  furnish  each  member 

with  three      -....- 
Newton,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  resDlotton  fbr  the 

defence  of  New  Fork     -       .       .       .    ■ 
on  Mr.  Mumfbrd's  resolution  for  national  de- 

on  Mr.  BrDom'a  reeelnUon  relating  to  the 
habeas  corpna         .        .        .        .        -    I 

on  the  fortification  of  porta  and  harbor*    608,' 
Now  York,  Mr.  Clinton  preaented,  andmoredto 
print  snndrj  petitions  of  the  intubitantsof; 
pnjing  that  their  citj  maj  be  adaquats^ 


Mr.Var 

of 


n  oflered  ■  reaolntion  ibr  deieliM 


which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  .        -    ' 
■  memorial  of  the  merchaats  of^  relating  to 

Ibrsign  aggressions  .         .         .         .     : 

a  toblo  of  fees  allowed  to  oSoera  of  tte 
conHa  of  the  State  of     -        -        •        -  1 
Nisaeo,  N.  C,  (Danish  Consul  at  Tripoli^  •  let- 
ter to,  from  Commodore  BaitiNi 
KKt-importation,  Mr.  J.  Randolph  pteeented  « 
bill  to  suspend  the  act  rating  to,  which 
.  was  twice  read,  and  referred  to  tbo  Com- 
mlUee  of  the  Whole      - 
reported  without  amendment,  and  theteport 

ordned  to  a  ibiid  reading  .... 

retnniad  from  the  Senate  withunendneiili, 
and  referted  to  a  select  committee  . 

a  toport  from  aaid  eommittee,  concurring  in 
the  Erst  amendment  with  an  amendment, 
which  was  agreed  to  bj  the  House 

the  aecood  tmenilnent  was  agreed  to 

the  act  appro>ed        -        -        -        -        -  1' 
Norfolk,  a  Eepreaantotion  eS  the  marehants  of    .    i 

mamovial  of  the  tatixfus  of  PfvtMMVth,  ftsd 
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P«ge. 
North  Cuolina,  ■  biU  fiom  Ihs  8leiul«  to  altei 
&e  time  of  holding  the  drcnil  court  in  the 
diatiict  ot,  ie*d  tnice,  nnd  commitud  to 
the  ConmultM  of  the  Whole  -        •        -    S7S 
UMiided,  iimI  oideied  to  *  Ihird  mdiii(    -    4S8 
read  a  thud  tim«,  sod  pwwd  w  MMnded    -    4S9 

the  tet  qiBioTed 1!M9 

t  lepoit  of  the  lacvej  of  the  eout  oQ  buu- 

mittedb;  tbeSecntarjrortheTreunnp  -    136 
Hi.Evly  rabmittedajointreeolatumtapnb- 
tiah  the  fDrrsj  abore  reported,  which  wM, 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whtde  -    479 
twke  lekd,  uiended,  and  otd«i«d  to  t  lUtd 
reeding .......    601 

read  a  tlurd  time,  and  paMed      -        .        .    AST 
ratumed  &om  the  Senate  with  amandmeiilt^    . 

iriikb  were  diugread  to  •        -        •     8U 

the  reulution  approved      ...        -  l!9S 
cop7  of  the  act  of  tlie  Lagidatuce  o^  ap- 
pointing rnmmieiinnnn  to  extend  the  twnn- 
0*17  line  of  said  Btate,  and  South  Caio- 


a  table  of  fees  allowed  to  the  offieen  of  the 

coorta  of        ---••-I 

Northvevt  of  the  Uhio,  a  bill  from. the  Senate  to 

eiplain,  &c.,  the  act  to  divide  the  Teiri- 

toi;,  into  tno  govemmenta     ■■        .        • 

read  twice,  and  cranmitted  to  the  Committea 

of  the  Whole 

(vdered  to  a  third  leading  .        .        .        ■ 
d  indefinitalj        .... 


Ogden,  Peter  T.,  charged  with  being  engaged  in 
Btirr'a  conepiracj  in  the  affidavit  of  Gane- 
tbI  WilUngon       ...... 

Ohio,  Mr.  Morrow  preaeoted  a  petition  of  stmdt; 
inhabitanta  of,  prajing  a  reiurve?  of  cer. 
tain  landa  in,  and  correction  of  errors  in 
the  original  survey,  which  was  rererred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Landa  -  .  ' 
a  bill  ftom  tlM  Senate  to  appdnt  Conunia- 
aionera,  dec,  nfatltng  to  <A»tTQC^na  in 


S78 


twice  read,  and  committed  to  the  Oommlttee 

of  Ute  Whole,  which  toae  and  were  lejiiaed 

leave  to  ait  again    .        .        .        .        - 

a  table  of  feet  allowed  to  officer*  of  Ac 


Olin,  Mr^  rcmarka  of,  on  the  biU  to  prohibit  the 
importation  of  alavea       .... 

on  fbrtifications  and  gonlMate    ... 

OA  the  Senate  amendmenta  to  the  bill  repeal, 
ing  the  duty  on  aah        .... 

o>  Ae  moUoB  to  poa^MBe  iadefiuitaly  the 
Senate  bHl  ralating  to  Utida  -  -  - 
OlleaBa  Teiritoiy,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ulark,  the 
Commitlee  <m  PuUk  l^wids  were  in- 
(trueted  to  inquire  whether  alleiallont  an 
neceaaary  in  Ae  act  relating  to  lillea, 
Ac,  to  landa  in  the  dirtiiot  of  LoaiaiBMi, 

a  bill  waa  piaaantad  in  poranance  tberaof| 
twiee  read,  and  eommlned      .        .        - 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  i 


returned  fiom  the  Senate  wiA  amendmanti    6SS 
to  whieh  the  Honae  agree  . 

.  ■      .        .  I3S3 


Ovid,  New  York,  an  adrerae  report  on  tlie  peti- 
tion of  aundry  inhabitanta  of,  waa  csn- 
cnired  in  by  the  Honae  .... 


Patent  righla,  Hr.  J.  Clay  preaented  a  petition  of 
lUDitry  patenteea,  praving  the  privilege  of 
renewing  their,  wbicn  waa  referred  to  a 
■elect  committee     .        -        .        -         .     ; 
Jhcful 


.  of  inndry  inhabitanta  o:, 

ferriad  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
Peace  of  the  Union,  a  Meaaage  inm  tlie  Pnni. 
dent,  communicating  information  taac&- 
.  ing  an  illegal  combtnatioit  rgfin^t  th^  i^ 
lanad  to  a  xdect  eomtaittee  -  .  .  1 
1  motion  of  Mr.  Randolph,  aaid  oomanttee 
WOTS  diacharged,  and  the  auhject  laieuMl 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  -  -  ' 
Pennaylvania,  table  of  feea  allowed  to  oScen  of 

the  conrta  of-         .         -         -  .         -1 

Peter,  Bobait,  end  otheia,  on  motion  «f  Mr. 
DawaOD,  the  petition  o^  preaented  at  the 
laat  aeeiion,  waa  rofaired  to  a  aelaet  con- 

(For  (lirthar  action  on  aaid  petition,  lee  City 
qf  Vfathit^Um.) 

mcmoiial  of  the  citiieni  of  - 

Philadelphia,  Mr.  J.  Clay  preacBtod  a  petitian  of 
aundiy  mercbinta  of,  pia^i^  ttteaiam  «t 
time  fbr  taking  the  oath  and  pving  hondn, 
in  caaei  of  gooda  entitled  to^wfaaA,and 
the  ranin&m  of  certain  lorfiitnnn;  re- 
fetrad  to  Comuiittee  of  the  Whole 

PMipa,  Jcdin,  payment  aothoriiad  to,  far  ertn 

Piankaahaw  Jndiana,  on  nratian  of  Mr.  Handnlph, 
the  toeaty  with  the,  waa  referred  to  tba 
Committee  of  Wan  and  Heana      . 
(for  the  aelion  of  aaid  Commitfe,  aee  Cfar- 


apaech  of,  in  nply  to  Mr.  Bariy,  cm  the  earn  a 

in  replyto  Mr.  Fiak  .       .       -       -       - 

on  ma  aeoond  GntiOealion  laadnlioa  • 
Ptymonth,  Hr.  Early  preaented  ■  hai  to  aoftor- 
BO  vaaaela  Gmu  p)a«ea  beyond  the  Cnpe  tf 
"     '  "  -      at,  &c,  vAkhwBB 


Pvlodt,  Oliver,  the  Comntltea  of  Claima  ww 
Ofdarad  In  prapan  a  bill  far  rdief  of 
Mr.  Haim«apmMntedBnchabm,whidiw 


ordered  to  a  thitd  reading  • 
read  a  third  ttma,  and  paaaed 
rvtomed  from  the  Sanam  with 


Potar,  John,  a  naw  membor  ftom  Penn^tre 
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Fortar,  Kt^n  Moat,  extnots  of  letters  from, 

to  tbe  Secrituj  af  War  -        .     913,  Sli 

am  of  1  letter  le,  from  E.  D.  Timer  • 
Fbrtkod,  aiiDdrr  merchuti  ot,  had  leave  to  irtth- 
dMw  tbwr  petition  -  -  -  •  >. 
ForiOMiiith,  New  Hampdure,  Mr,  Tei>iwrpr«- 
■entcd  a  petition  of  eandrr  merchanti  of. 
Paying  »  remieeion  of  dntlci  doe  on  g«ada 
dMtnyed  hjr  Are,  &c,  which  wm  referred 
to  the  CommHtee  of  Wa;i  and  Heaoa    - 

Mr.  Randolph  r^mted  a  bill  fiw  tbe  ralief  of 
the  anflenra  oj  fire  at,  whkh  waa  twice 
read  and  eommittm]  -        .        .    216 

Kipotted  iritboat  ameiKtiiieiiti^  Md  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  -        -        .        .        . 

lead  a  third  liiDa,  and  psMod    '  - 

tbe  act  approved  .'       -        .        .  1353 

Porta  and  Harbon,  Mr.  Thomas  pneented 
fcr  fartifyii^  the,  which  waa  twice 
and  oMnnritMd 

debate  on  aaid  trill      -        -  .    HS 

amended  and  rniorted  to  tbe  Honae   - 

ddiated  in  the  Uooae,  and  amendm'eni  made 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 
read  a  third  time,  and  puMd  ... 
fatwned  fVom  the  Senate  with  amendmenta, 

^tkh  were  tcreed  to      -        .        .        . 
Iheaot  approved  -        .        .        .1 

Poat  Officea  and  Poat  Roada,  on  motion  of  Hr.  J. 

Clay,  a  conmitlea  wa»  ai^mnted  to  in- 

ipiinwhat  a " 


n  of  the  aame,  the  ooumiltee  on, 
we*B  inattuetad  to  inqaire  into  the  eip«<- 
dienc^  of  authotiiiiig  the  poetmaatera  of 
certain  atitm  to  eatabliah  receiving  and 
diatribntinB  offima  vrithin  aaid  eitiea,  or 


Paat  Roada,  Mr.  Tamam  preaentad  a  HD  to  alter 
and  aatabliah  certain,  whieh  waa  raad  twice 
and  conunittad        ■        .        .        .        . 

dtliate  OB  tbe  bill       ^       -       .       . 

paatpoDrd  indefinitely        -        .        - '      . 

Mr.  Vanmm  preaNtled  anotbar  bill  to  eilab- 
Mi  ceKain,  arhicb  waa  read  twice,  and 
•ommilted      ...... 

i«ad  a  third  time,  and  paaaad      ... 

the  act  approved        -    '     .        .        .        .  i 
'  mas  Uver,  on  motion  oTMr.  Lewie,  the  anb- 
jeet  of  a  bridge  over  Ibe,  poetponed   at 
&t  laat  aeadon,  waa  refened  to  a  oommlt- 


a  bill  waa  preaented  by  the  aame,  to  aodior- 
Ixelbe  erection  of  abridge  over  the,  whi^ 
waa  Tead  twice  and  committed     ~  - 

a  dAate  hereon         ..... 

the  bill  amended,  and   ordered  to  a  third 


nwl  a  diird  time,  and  paaaed      . 
(See  fcnate  proceedinga,  nnder  atmc  head.) 
Preabyterian  Congregation,  (of  Georgetown,)  Mr. 
Findley  presented  a  petition  of  the,  pray- 
ing anectofincorpOTBlion,  AciTeArredto 
.  a  aelect  committee  .... 

RocIamaliDn,  the  Pr«ddent'a,  in  relation  to  the 
murder  of  John  Pierce    .... 
in  relation  to  Burr'*  con^iracy  ... 
flthCoir.  SdSxss.— 43 


Public  BuiUiiiga,  the  Praddent  tranamHted  a  re- 
port of  Che  surveyor  of  the       . 

Mr.  Randolph  aafamittad  a  rasalnliiHi  lUMBt- 
ing  Ihe  Preaident  to  cause  to  be  laidfcafcre 
the  Honaa  a  Hatament  pf  the  sMmaeipand' 
ed  on  the,  b  Waabington,  Ac. 

the  rasdalion  agreed  to,  and  a  eomn 
appointed  to  wait  on  the  Preaident  • 

a  Mf  age  firon  the  Presdent  e 
ling  Ihe  atatemeDtsakedior   - 

m  motioD  of  Mr.  R.  Nalaoo,  aaid  MeaMge 
ma  MDorted  to  a  ■  elect  oonuniltee  • 

i;For  fiuttMr  action,  aee  Ci^riioL) 
PlUtHe  Debt,  Mr.  Randolph  prmiDtwl  a  Utl  a«p- 
plemantaiy  to  the  act  makiag  pievi«on  fin 
redemption  of  the,  which  waa  read  twice 
and  committed 


,      ^.  ,  -..atbMiaaAiil 

read  a  third  time,  aiid  paaaed 
Mr.  Randolph  pMMtad  a 


■niUaeofdiaWbcte       -       .       .       . 
a  motion  to  atiiba  out  the  fliat  'aeetlan  diia' 

agreed  (o,  and  the  bill  twice  laad    . 
read  a  thiid  line,  aad  paaaed      . 


Mr.  EUiot  anbnilted  a  raaotnticn  e«lHM  ob 
the  Secretary  of  the  TreaaniT  fcr  a  atAa- 
ment  ofthe,onthe  lat  April,  1801,  aa» 
the  lit  Jaonaiy,  in  each  year  ainae  t  dta. 

-  tingniahing  the  raapeclne  amonnta  of  far- 
eign  and  domeatie ; 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Borwell  the  rewilution  waa 
amended  ao  aa  to  extend  tbe  Hme  hack  to 
1791,  and  then  agreed  to        .        .        .    • 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaanry  in 
reply  i«  said  reaolntion   .        .        .        .    ( 

a  letter  from  the  Secretsry  of  the  Treaanry 
to  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Waya 
■ndHcans,  on  tbe  aUteofthe  -  .  ( 
Public  Grounds,  Mr.  Bonlhsnl  presented  a  peti. 
tion  of  aondry  inhabitants  .of  iba  City  of 
Waihiogton,  praying  legal  anCfaorily,  on 
certain  conditiooa,  lo  cnltivate  the,  which 
waa  re&ired  to  a  setect  committee  .        .    ] 

a  bill  waa  preaented  aothoiiiing  the  Proi. 
dent  to  leaie  the,  which  waa  twice  read, 
commilt«d  to  Committee  of  the  Whcde   -    J 
PnblicLsnda,  members  of  tbe  committee  on        .    ] 

»  motion  of  Mi.  Msrroiv,  the  committee  on, 
were  instractedto  inquire  into  the  expedi. 
ency  of  providing  for  the  atle  of  lectiona 
heretofore  reaerved  ...        .    ] 

I  bill  preaented  in  pnraoance  thereof  twice 
read  and  committed        .        .        .        .    g 

I  Tc^rt  of  tbe  committee  appcinted  to  in- 

qnire  into  tbe  eipedienqy  of  repealing  audi 

parte  of  all  acts  aa  authorise  a  tiedit  on  -  K 

Poblic  Roada,  Mr  Randolph  preaentml  a  bill  to 

amend  the  act  aathoriauig  the  laying  ont 

of  certain,  Ac,  which  waa  read  twice  and 

committed      •-'-..    g 

ordeiod  to  a  third  reading  -        -        .        .    fl 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed      •       -       .    fl 

(Iniaey,  Mr.,  ranarki  e(  e«  the  UII  to  prevenl 

tbeiMpeiutioaofalama        .     IT6,  lU,  1 
on  tbe  Manbattaa  palitian         .       .       .    1 
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Qldnc;,  Mr.,  lemulu.or — continued.  PaRB- 

onMi.  EUiot'i  Mcond  rcMlation  for  iiktion* 
kl  defence      -        -        -        -        -        -     808 

on  Mr.  Duim'*  motion  TBipacting  libellom 

»nblic«tion» MB 

on  Mt.  Bidfrell'*  new  MCtion  to  Ibe  bill  to 

piiniih  certain  crimei  -  -  -  -  276 
on  the  biU  to  repeal  the  dutT  on  nit    990.  391, 

sgs,  seg 

■peach  of,  on  the  third  readlns  of  lud  bill  -    800 
romarkji  of,  eiplatiktorj  of  >  motion  in  leU- 

tion  to  shiptnineni  -  .  .  .  S74 
on  the  leeolntion  for  defence  of  Hair  York  476 
■peech  of,  on  Mi.  Muufbrd'l  leaolutioni  for 


fiisdolph,  Mi.,  nmirk*  of— contiouvd.  F 

on  the  8entl«  bill  to  prevent  MttlecMirti  «i 
public  luidt  .-.--. 
on  the  bill  to  alter  and  cetaUkh  cwtain  poet 

on  the  nodificstioni  afiMd  to  hj  the  e««>- 
mittee  of  conlereneo  on  the  bill  to  pralulat 

the  impoitation  of  alaTti 


raDMdu  of;  OB  the  Senate  bill  to  prerent  id- 

tlemenls  on  public  landa         >        .        - 

on  Iba  Senate  amendnienti  to  the  biU  to  m- 

.  paal  thedntf  on  salt       .        .        ■        - 


OB  tlM  bill  prariding   for  the  ChiekaMw 
tn»l^    ------- 

Qnomn,  interchuige  of  ntaeagea  on  die  fonna- 


ig  electad  by  the  Committee  of  W»j%  and 

Meani  ae  their  chiiiman  -  -  -  I 
romtiks  of,  introducing  a  retolulion  to  refer 

the  Senate's  amendmeula  to  hie  biU  juit 

menoontd,  lo  a  (elect  committee  -  -  1 
on  Mr.  Quidcj'b  motion  to  poHtpoDe  the  bill 

to  repeal  the  ilnty  on  salt  -  -  -  3 
on  hia  motion  to  amend  the  game  -  -  9 
in  repl;  to  Mr.  Atrton,  on  the  bill  to  redeem 

the  public  debt ! 

■peech  of;  on  Ban's  censpiracj  -        -        •    i 
on  a  motion  to  postpone  hii  reaolution  on 

that  auhject  --.---  I 
remarks  of,  on  aud  leaolution  -  .  .  I 
ihtroductoiy  iff  an  anletidment  to  the  eecotiil 

memhei  of  hi*  reeolution  -  -  ■  i 
on  the  BeDite'g  injuoction  of  aacrecy  on  their 

habea*  coipua  bill  ~  ■  •  •  -  4 
■peech  of,  on  the  motion  to  reject  the  aaid 

biU ■    ■* 

remaika  o^  on  the  aecood  fbiUfication  leio- 
'  tutioD    --,.---        -4 
introductoij  of  hii  additional  bill  to  redeem 

the  public  debt ^ 

Bgainat  recrding  from  the  ninth  amendment 

to  the  bill  to  piohibit  impoitation  of  aUvef  ( 
■peech  of,  on  Mi.  Broom's  hobeaa  corpui 

reaidution       ....        -     5M,  ( 
nmarka  of,  in  repW  to  Mr.  Sloan        •        -    E 
OH  thebill  tofbrdly  putaandharbon-        -    ( 
Ml  the  liUe  of  the  bHt  for  tba  •atdcneal  of 
'  General  Baton's  aoemiti       -        .  ■      -    t 


Senate's  ameadmenla  to  the  bi 
the  dutj  on  aalt     -  -       '-      6X8^  CK 

on  the  motion  to  recomnit  *aid  bUI     -      SU,  Ml 
■peech  o(  on  the  mmv  mibject    -         -         -    6M 
lemarka  of,  on  the  call  of  Uie  Homb    -         -    <SC 
on  the  bill  relating  to  the  Chicknew  ttoatf    f74 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Piak  ...         -     OTS,  STT 
Red  RiTCT,  an  iateiealiog  scoaunt  ttf  the     -        -  1081 
Befined  Sugar,  Mr.  Crow  nin  shield  made  a*  ad- 
verse report  oo  the  petition  of  raa^  m- 
habiuntu  of  Philadelphia,  pnyiag  ■  ^aw- 
back  on,  nhich  was  referred  toa  CoUBit- 

tee  of  th«  Whole IM 

the  Tspoit  contideied  -        -        -  -      •        -    319 
and  concurred  in        -        ■        -        -        •    >8> 
Mr.  C.  offered  a  reeolution  that  it  i*  inaip*- 
dient  to  reduce  the  dotiea  on,  whick  ma 
referred  to  a  CoDunittes  o^  the  Whok     •    111 
Reftigeea,  on  mobm  of  Mr.  Thomaa,  the  iifwl 
of  the  Commianonen  under  tbe  act  far  le- 
Lef .  of  certain,  made  at  lart  ■eawon,  waa 
referrad  to  a  aelect  eomailtee  -        -        -    III 
a  bill  presented  to  regulala  grants  to,  road 
twice,  and  leferred  te      "         '         -'-t- 
WhoU  -       .        .        - 
progreaa  reported,  with  lean 
the  hill  reported,  and  ordered  to  !■■  on  the 


ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 
read  a  third  time,  and  paMwd     ... 
Reporter,  a  note  of  the,  ivplying  to  Mt.  RaB- 

dolph'i  afaais*  of  inacoBiacjr  -        -        -    I 
ItBTeoue,anDiolioaof  Mr.  IUndi>lpli.«^>di7  pe- 
titions of  persons  engaged  in  tke  caUae 
.  tionofthe  public, preeented at lail ssmm, 
were  refernd  la  Hie  Cwnmklaa  of  W^a 


sn 

m 


111 


Rarolotienarf  War,  a  report  from  tba  8acTatai7 
of  War,  under  the  act  to  protide  ttt  par- 
■au  disabled  in  aeniee  duting  the,  nita- 
led  lo  the  Committee  of  CUiaa      - 

BeTie^  and  unfinished  IwsiiMai)  membeia  of  the 

reports  bom  Mid  coniaittee        •        -      MS,  ttS 
Rhea,  Mr.,  remaika  of,  in  eiplanation  of  hia  rsae 

Intion  relating  lo  I^oaiaaaa  lawa    -        -    Ml 
n  the  Senate  amendments  to  the  hill  ispea) 
in;  the  duty  on  salt  -     CSS.  CM 

Rhode  Island,  a  table  of  feea  allowed  to  «Sixa  V( 

CMTls  of IISS 

Rhode  Island  Insurance  Company,  meBorial  of 
the,  to  the  Sacntary  of  Suta,  with  «  list 
of  captmes  bf  foreign  Tesacla  -        -         -     881 
Ridgely,  John,  copy  of  letter  (ram  Colonri  Lear  to     711 
appointment  of,  aa  United  States'  agent  at 

Tripoli 746 

Rodgeta,  Captain  John,  copy  of  a  letter  &om  Ceai- 

modore  Barton  to  -  -        -         -    7W 

copy  of  a  letter  from,  to  WiDiam  Eaton        -    tU 
<y  cf  a  letter  frara,  to  the  Secretaiy  (rf'tfce 


"S. 


■1 


74T 
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Kolei,  Mr.  SkMti  rabniittad  a  Temlution  so  to  aj- 
tsT  tile,  that  ituidinK  coiumitl«ei  aball  ia 
fbtuie  be  appointed  b;  ballot,  and  that 
■aid  commiUeei  be  called  OTe^ever;  Han- 


tlie  Toaolntioii  withdiann   • 


Sabioe,  a  mewast,  with  documents,  relating  to 
the  pasnge  orSpaniKh  Iroopa  acronthe  • 

Sadler,  Benjamin,  Mr.  Holmci  made  a  report  on 
the  petition  of        -        -        '        -        - 

Salem,  on  motion. of  Mr.  Crowninahield,  the 

Comtnittfie  of  Commerce  and  Maitn&o- 
lurei  were  initructed  to  inquire  into  tbs 
aipediency  of  erecting  buoja  and  beacon*, 
near  the  iboBla,  &c.,  in  the  pawage  lead- 

a  memorial  of  the  citizen)  of,  to  Congreaf    - 
Salt,  Mr.  Randolph  presented  a  bill  to  repeal  the 
acta  lajing  datiea  on,  and  for  other  pur- 
poiei,  which  wbi  twice  read,  and  cottiBiil- 
ted  to  the  Committee  of  Che  Whole 
a  motion  to  poatpone  aaid  bill  wu  loet 
a  motion  to  amend  it  waa  made  and  [oat      -     ' 
another  motion  to  amend  wm  loct 
the  bill  waa  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
Mad  a  third  lime,  and  paaaed      -         •         -     '■ 
retnmed  from  the  Senate  with  amcndraenta 
the  amendmenta  debated   •        -        -        -    I 
the  Haiue  adhere  to  their  original  bill 
it  was  resolved  to  be  expedient,  and  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
repeal  tbe  duties  on,  &c         -        •      .  -    ' 
Mr.   Fiak  presented  a  bill   to  that  effect, 

which  was  twice  read,  and  rsferred 
amended,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed  a* 
amended        ...... 

retorned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 
ment, which  wu  agreed  to      -         .         • 
the  act  approTed         -  -        .        .  1 

correspondence  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Com. 
mittee  of  Wars  and  Means  with  tlie  Sec- 
Tetary  of  the  Treasnry,  refating  to  . 
Sattds,  Joshaa,  Collector  of  New  York,  Mr.  Mum. 
iaiA  presented  a  petition  of,  praying  to  be 
allowed  for  debeaturvs  issued  on  mei- 
diandiae  eiporlad  In'New  Orteana,  Ac  ■ 
Sajie,' Stephen,  the  Committee  of  Claims  were 
erdered  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  settle  the  ac- 

c«untB  of 

a  bill  prsaented,  read  twice,  and  committed 

to  Oe  Committee  of  the  Whole      - 
mderad  to  a  third  reading  -        .        -        • 
ntDTDsd  from  tbe  Senate  with  amendmenta 


Shipowners,  on  notion  of  Mr.  Quiocy,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce  and  Manulkcturea 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  eipe> 
diency  of  providing  by  law  how  fai,  shall 
be  responsible  for  the  conduct  of  masteta 


St.  Domiogo,  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Mannlaetaree  were  instructed  to  inqoire 
into  die  expediency  of  eontinning  in  fiirce 
-Ibe  act  taapttidinK  inlercoune  with 

Mr.  Baity  preaented  a  bill  to  continue  in 
fnee  saia  act,  leid  twice,  and  committed 

oriend  to  a  third  reading  .       .       -       . 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed      ... 

returned  from  the  Senate  wllb  an  amend- 
ment, which  waa  agreed  to     -        -        . 


a  report  from  said  committee,  and  the  sub- 
ject indefinitely  postponed      ...    687 
KUey,  John,  an  interesting  account  by,  of  Bed 

river,  &C. 1079 

Sinking  Fund,  a  report  of  tlie  Secretary  of  the 

l^esaery  on  theauteoftiie   -        •     931,  H3- 
SUiea,  a  bill  presented  to  prohibit  the  imports. 

iion  of,  read  twice,  and  committed  -  -  IGl 
debate  on  the  biU  -  •  •  -  167,  IWT 
reeotnmilted  to  a  select  committee 
■aid  committee  reported  an  amendatory  tnll, 

which  waa  read  twice,  and  committed 
debate  on  the  same    .        -        -        -     3 
the  question  taken  on  Mr.  Bidwetl's  ament 
ment,  and  loat 


endments  w 


lades 


to  tbe  HonsG 
detwte  on  the  amendments 
aeveral  amendmenu  agreed 
Ht.  Sloan  moves  another  amendment,  whidi 

tsloat 

Mr.  Early  moted  an  amendmetit,  which  was 


Mr.  Bidwell  ollered 

Mr.  Pitkin's  amendment  adt^tad,  and  the 

bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  a  motion  t 

to  a  select  omnmitlee 
the  bill  recommitted,  •■  moved   . 
said  committee  reported  another  amendaloiT 

IhII,  wfaiebwaa  twice  Teed,and  committed 

to  tbe  Committee  of  tbe  Whole 
Mr.  Early  moved  an  amendment 
R  biU  from  tbe  Senate  on  the  same  lalgect, 

read  and  committed 
all  the  bill*  conndered, 

reported  with  amendu 
die  amendmenli  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  fiir- 

dier  stn  ended 
ord<*ed  to  a  third  reading  - 


read  a  third  .... 

relumed  from  the  Senate  with  dtaagieement 

to  Ae  nimth  amendment         ... 

the  Honse  insist,  and  a  confarance  agreed 


the  Senate  agree  to  the  modifieatiotia  re 
ported  by  the  c«mmittee  of  conierence    ' 

thoie  modification*  debated 

and  agreed  to    - 

Mr.  Randolph -presented  an  ei[daoatoi7  bill 
on  the  subject,  which  was  twice  rea^and 
committed    to    Uie    Committee    of  the 

Whole 887 

SlaTB  Trade,  a  memorial  on  the  subject  of  the    -    90S 
Sloan,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  rapidity  of  action 

on  luU  to  suspend  the  non-importation  act     13S 

on  Cie  bill  to  prohibit  the  importation  of 
■laves    -        •         169,  17B,  IB4,  SSS,  231, 47S 

amtued  the  House  witik  anecdotea  illustrat- 
ing disputed  pasaagei  in  the  Bible  -        -    343 

remark*  of,  on  the  lull  to  punish  certain 
erimte 368, 379 


dbyGoo^Ie 


BauK  Pfoceedingt  Mtd  Dibatt». 


'Mmii,  Mr.,  remirka  oF— «onliniiad.  Page, 

on  the  bill  (a  repral  the  Jntiri  on  hIi  -  39S 
on   Mr.  Randolph'!  roolatioa  relating  lo 

9017*1  conipiiacj  .....  3M 
on  the  notion  to  tejecl  tha  Senate  biD  to 

•ntpend  the  habeai  corpiu  •  •  .414 
on  Mr.  Broom's  reaolution  relatins  to  the 

writorhabcweorpoa      .        -  533,  SS3 

on  the  motion  lo  reromniit  the  bill  repeal- 
ing the  dotin  on  nil  ....  64S 
in  replj  to  Mr.  Randolph  .  -  -  •663 
on  the  Senate  lull  to  preTent  aeltlement*,  dec.  S69 
Bmelt,  Dennia,  a  nair  member  tmax  Georgia,  WM 

qualified,  and  look  hie  aeat  ...  sis 
Smilie,  Mr.,  remark*  of,  on  the  blil  to  aiupend 

the  non-impartalioa  act  118,  113,  133,  1ST 

on  (he  bill  leUting  lo  contested  elecljoiu  .  14B 
on  the  Senate  amendment  to  the  bill  to  aoa- 

pwid  the  Don-irolwrUlion  act  160,  163,  166 
on  the  bill  lo  piahibit  importation  of  aUTei  170, 
IBB,  S36,  S36,  US,  SBO 
on  Mr.  EUiot'i  fint  reaolution  for  national    , 

dafenee  .        .        -       211, 3S8, 3SS,  477 

on  the  bill  to  pnniih  certain  crime*  .  .  S67 
on  Mr.   Randolph'*  reaotution  relitinf   ' 


BtaadiDt  Rolaa,  Mr.  J.  Clay  laid  on  the  table  are- 

Bolation  to  amend  the     ....     G54 
the  reeolalion  indefinttelf  paelpoDcd   .        -    GM 
Stanton.  Mr.,  remnka  of,  on  the  bUI  to  pitAiiMt 

the  importation  of  *Ia>ea         ...    240 
on  the  fint  fbrtiflcMion  reealafion        .        .    898 
on  the  ieeond  fbrtificaiiMi  molution  .        -    469 
State  Acts,  leconl*  &C.,  a  committee  mm  kppaint- 
«d  to  ituiaire  whether  larther  pmniiao 
ought  tobemuIeforgiTinBeflectto,  witlun 
the  reapeetiTe  State*        ....    sw 
Mr.  Alexander  prcaented  a  hill  malung  pro. 
Tiaion  Ac,  irbichWH  tniceread  and  cam- 
mined  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole    .     9M 
State  Cotirti,  a  report  of  the  Atlomej  General, 

with  tablre  of  feci  in     -        •        -        -     114T 
Slttioneij,  Printing  Sea.,  a  reaolution  Jiivctiiig' 
the  Clerk  of  the  Houae  to  advartiae  for 

Sropoaala  for  -  -  •    681 

,  Richard,  pajmentaDthoraed  to,  for  ex- 


340 


n  of  Mi.  Randolph 
on  Mr.  Rhea'*  laaolntion  relating  to  Looi*. 

on  the  Senate  bill  fixing  a  Militarj  Peace 
EitaUiahment    .    •        -        •        •        • 

on  the  motion  to  reject  the  SenaU  bill  ana. 
pending  babeu  corpua    .... 

on  Mr.  Lloyd'*  motion  to  po*lpon*  tlia  aac. 
ood  ibrlincalion  reaolution       ... 

on  aaid  reaolution  iUelf      468,  46B,  463,  467,  469 

on  fiimiabiog  the  Repreaentative  Chamber    4S7 

on  Mt.  Broom'*  habea*  corpoi  reaolution    •    670 

on  the  Talne  of  time  •■        •        •  "" 

on  fbrtificationa  ... 

on  the  Senate  bill  to  prevent  aettlemenU,  dec     623 

on  the  Senite  amen  Jment  to  the  bill  to  pre- 
vent importation  of  alave*       -        .      63S,  634 

on  the  motion  to  recammit  the  bill  to  repeal 

the  dutj  on  aalt      .  .  -         ■       639,644 

on  the  Chickaaaw  Treaty  bill     - 
ITwilh,  Robert,  Secretarr  of  the  NaT^,  eopjr  of  i 

letter  from,  to  William  Eaton  •        -    T7S 

Sonthard,  Mr.,  remark*  of^  on  the  bill  to  prohibit 
importation  afalavea       .... 

on  tiM  fbrtiSeatlon  leaolutiona    •        •        - 
Banth  Carolina,  table  of  foe*  allowed  to  oflicera 

ef  the  conrta  of       .        .        -        •        •  1333 
Sonfli  CarotifiK  Inaurance  Company,  memotial  of, 

to  the  Secietarj  ofState 
8pB&,  Ml.  Randolph  offered  two  reeolutiona  re- 
lating to  defence  agalnat  the  inroad*  at, 
which  wa*  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ih*  Wh<^     -        .        .        •        • 

docnmenti  touching  our  relation*  with      067 

Spalding,  Etexlua,  a  bill  preiented  to  provide  fbr 

payment  of  certain  eipenars,  incurred  b^, 

lead  twice  and  committed  lo  the  Commit. 

tw  of  the  Whole 483 

a  reaolution  authoriziog  payment  to,  G>r 


664 


^  the  Seae- 


SUwait,  Jamei,  copy  of  a  tetter  from,  to  Jdin 

Black I 

to  Mr.  Wallace : 

Stonington,  Connecticut,  an  ad*ene  report  on 
the  petition  ofiundrj  inhabitanU  of,  ro- 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  - 

SnfTrage,  the  right  of.  (Bee  H/Uiitrippi  Terri- 
lory.) 
ran,  Jame*,  and  othen.  Mi.  Qmnry  prevent- 
ed  a  petition  of,  piajing  that  the  (ribnnala 
of  the  United  States  may  be  authorized  to 
try  the  qneaUon  of  right  to  certain  lands 
ceded  by  Oeoigia,  which  waa  ordered  ta 
tie  on  the  table       ...... 

Saptcme  Court,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Birfy,  a  com- 
mittee wi>  appoini«d  to  inquire  into  the 
eipediency  of  altering  the  teima  of  the     . 

Swartwont,  Samuel,  charge  age  inal,  of  being  eon- 
cemed  in  a  conapiracy    .... 


TaUmadge,  Mr.,remai1uof,on  the  bill  toptohibit 

impoiution  of  alavei       ....    ss) 
remark*  of,  on  the  Senate  lull  fixing  a  Mib- 

tary  Peace  Establiahment        ...     363 
remark*  of;  on  the  •econJ  fortilicatiaB  raa*. 
lulion 4W 

Tankaway*,  hlitoiical  aketch  of  Ike,  triba  «t  In- 
dian*      1081 

Tawakenoea,  biatorical  aketch  of  Ihe,  tribo  ef  In- 
diana      lost 

Tennewee,  Mr.  Morrow  presented  a  bill  fartbar 
to  regulate  thegranU  of  land  Hiuthaf  the 
Stata  of,  which  was  read  twice,  and  oom- 

mitted 601 

a  table  ofleai  allowed  to  offioeis  of  the  court* 
of-        -        -        ,        -        -        .        -  13»7 

Teniaawa,  hjatoiical  sltetdi  of  the,  tribe  of  In- 
dians             .  1087 

Tenitoiiea,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Parke,  a  ooomiUee 
wai  Bppointed  to  inquire  what  alleralioiis 
ought  to  be  made  in  the  lawa  fixing  aala- 

rie*intb 476 

a  bill  in  pursuance  thtereof  was  reid  twice, 

and  committed         .....     637 
an  act  approved,  allowiog  additional  oomp^B. 
aation  to  the  judge*  of    •        -        .        .  ISTt 
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liU 


Awfe  Proceeding  amd  Dtbaka, 


Page. 
Thomu,  Mr.,  raoMAf  d,  on  Hr.  lUndolpli'i  w- 

(olatton  relating  to  Barr'i  compincy    3fifi,3B8 
iwnirki  at,  aa  the  fint  fbrtifiutioD  reialn- 


mnejk*  of,  on  Mr.  Llayd'i  motion  to  po<t- 

pone  the  lecond  leaolution      •  439, 446 

lamaiks  of,  on  the  muita  of  the  eecond  reeo- 

Intion U8 

Nmerki  of,  on  the  tmoIuIioii  fof  defence  of 

New  fork 474 

ramarke  o(  on  the  Inll  to  fbitift  porta  and 

haibon 611 

remark!  of,  on  the  8«nat«  amendmenta  to 

the  biH  lepealing  dutie*  on  lalt  •  .  •  693 
Towiachea,  hiatoiical  aketch  of  the,  tiibe  of  Ijl- 

dSani lOai 

Tn<7,  Mti  remark*  o^  on  the  fint  ibrtifieation 

leMlntion       ......    891 

Tripoli,  docnmenti  tonduDg  ani  relationa  with 


Claim*,  haired  by  Uie  etatate* 
oflimitetiMi  -  -  -  -  .  -  160 
Tmnpike,  a  petition  praying  the  incorporation  af 
a  company  for  making  a,  from  HaKrn'i 
Caiueway  U  Aleiatidria,  wa*  proaented 
and  referred  to  a  aelect  committee  .  •  166 
a  bill  to  that  effect  jneiented,  read  twice,  and 


milled 


Torreati,  eortecpondence  of^  with  the  Secretary 

.ofBtate  on  the  lubject  of  tlui  Beaamai- 

chftii  claim     .-•-.. 

reply  of,  to  the  objection*  of  the  Trearary  to 


United  In*tuBnoe  Company  ef  New  Yeric,!**- 

■orialof;  to  tkeSwretaiyofState-        .    676 
DMAiI-Arti,  a  bill  for  the  eneonragemenl  of  leara- 


■    346 

Y. 
Tan  Cortlandl,  ATr.,  rema^a  of,  on  the  motion  to 

poatpone  the  aecond  fbrtiScalion  r««olu. 

tion        .....'        •     449,468 
remark*   of,  on   tlie  appropriation*  for  tlte 

Capitol 498 

Van  Benaaelaer,  Mr.,  apeeeh  of,  on  the  motion  to 

poehione  secand  fbrtiScation  resolution     •    451 
Vamtun,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Elliot'*  Snt 

reaolntion 309 

remark*  of,  on'the  btll  to  prolubit  the  import- 
ation of  alave* 343 

remark*  of,  on  reeommiltbgthc  bill  to  repeal 

the  duty  on  lalt      ■        .        ■       300, 306, 648 
remark*  of,  on  Mr.  Rhea'e  reaolntion  relating 

to  Looiaiana  land*  -        .        .        -        -    aei 
rsMarka  o(  on  the  Benate  Inll  fixing  a  Hlfi- 

taiy  Peace  Eitabliihment        -        -        -    3SB 
ramaik*  of,  en  the  motion  to  reject  the  8en- 

ato  Uil  to  atmend  tha  habcM  corpna       -    411 
remark*  of^  on  the  lecond  fbitification  roso- 

lotion 468 

remark*  of,  on  lii*  reaolntion  for  defence  of 

Hew  York 471,476 

remark*  at,  on  Mr.  Mtimfbrd'*  retolulioiia  -    493 


Page. 
Vermont,  a  laU*  of  !!)••  allowed  looBicenof  the 

coaitiin -  1160 

Vincaonee,  a  report  from  the  Secretair  of  Uu 
Treiamry  of  dedrion*  made  by  the  Cora, 
miadonen  appnntodto  examine  the  claims 
to  land  in  the  diatriet  lA,  referred  to  die 
Committee  on  Public  Land*  •  .  .  |B7 
a  bill  fivm  the  Benato  confirming  elaima  to 

Itnd  in  the  diitiiot  of  -  -  •  .  (38 
tMtd  twice,  and  relerrrd  U  aame  committee  471 
an  agreement  reperted,  and  teftomd  to  the 

Committeeof  the  Whole         .        -        -    664 

ordered  to  a  tliird  reading  -        .      -  •        -    67S 

read  a  Alrd  time,  and  puaed      ...    eso 

the  act  approved        .....  isM 

Virginia,  ■  table  of  fee*  allowed  to  offleer*  of  the 

eoviteof [SIS 

Virginia  mditary  warraata,  the  Commtttee  on 
Public  Lend*  were  initraeted  to  inqniie 
into  tlie  expediency  of  repealing  so  mndi 
of  the  act  in  tlie  cue  o^«*  limit*  the  time 

oflooatioQ IW 

a  report  of  aaid  committee  wa*  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committae  of  the  Whole     .    Mt 
a  reaolntion  reported,  and  the  Committee  mi 
Public  Land*  instmeted  to  bring  in  a  bUI 
to  the  eflect  propoeed      .        .        -        .    S74 
a  bill  preeenled,  read  twice,  and  committed    438 
repotted    with    araendmenla,    wliich    were 

agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -    4S6 
retd  a  third  time,  H»d  paaeed  a*  amended    -    4M 
retnmed  from  the  Senato  with  amendmenta    608 
reJerred'  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Landa    Sit 
said  committee  agree  to  aome  and  diaagree 
to  other  amendment*,  ib  which  report  the 
Hon**  conctir        .....    tn 

the  act  apprarcd        .....  1SS4 

Virginia  reeotatlon  wamnta,  a  bill  presented  an- 
thotiaing  patent*  ta  iiane  fbr  lands  located 
and  aorreyed,  'bj  virtno  of,  read  twice,  and 
committed      ......    4St 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         .         -         .     667 
read  a  thnd  time,  and  pawed      ...    QM 
the  act  approved         ......  1379 

Volulileen,  a  bill  presented  authoiixiag  the  Pres- 
ident to  accept  tlie  eervicea  of,  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed      ...    364 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    MS 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...    639 

W. 

Wa*haa,historiealAeldiofthe,tribeofIndiuU'  1087 

Washington,  Bnahrod,  and  Lawrence  Lewis,  a 

petition  of,  presented  at  last  (enion,  wa* 

referred  to  the  Committoe  on  the  Pobbo 

Land* -    SW 

Washington,  City  of,  a  bill  to  anthorize  proprie- 
tors of  lou  and  square*  in  tlie,  to  have  the 
same  subdirided  and  admittod  to  record, 
twice  read,  and  committed      ...    S04 
Way*  and  Mean*,  membors  of  the  Committee  of    111 
Weld,  Edward,  and  Ssuiacl  Bcebee,  a  bill  fbr 

the  relief  of,  twice  read,  and  eommittod    -    377 
peetponed  indefinitely        ....    6SS 
Western  waters,  a  report  from  a 

the  President's  Message,  recomi 
an  annual  appropriation  for  the  explora- 
tion of  the,  wa*  refarred  to  th    " 
of  the  Whole 
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.BbuM  Procetdin^  and  Debattt. 


Wilkiiuuii  Gin.  June*,  the  affidaTit  o^  chufiac 
conipincy  ..-.-- 
jol^  letter  froin,  to  the  Seorctai;  or 


"^w 


931 


Willivne,  D.  R,  remuki  of,  on  the  bill  to  pro- 
hibit importationa  of  itara     .        -        - 
on  the  coat  tad  ezpeDM  of  gaoboats    -     MO,  607 
avowed  a  "  tancoroua  boatilit]'"  to  the  cann- 
ing tnda        ..-.-. 
ramaib  ia  replj  to  Mr.  Moaelj 


474 


n  Mr.  Vimnm't  reaolotion  for  do- 

Jenoe  of  Hew  Yoik         .        .        -        . 
ramarka  on  Mr.  Mnmfbrd'a  reaolntiona 
remarka  on  alterins  the  north  wing  of  the 

Capitol 

lamarke  on  the  madificationa  to  the.bill  to 

prohibit  the  importatian  of  ilaiea    ' 
remarks  on  indefinite  poatpanwnent  oftbe 
bill  bata  the  Senate  relating  to  the  pshlic 

landa 666 

WiDiuna,  laaac,  (a  deranged  man,)  a  letter  fiom, 

to  the  Speaker        ..... 

IVillianim,  N.,  remarka  o^  on  the  bill  t»  {xmiah 

certain  criUM        '  -      U7, 376, 379 

lemaika  on  the  bill  to  reduce  the  do^ 

aalt "o 

qiMch  of,  on  fint  foctittcation  raaolalion  3M,  8W 
remerkeof,  «D  the  Senate  bill  topre*entaat- 
tleraenti,  &0.  .        .        -        .        .    eM 

WiUiama,  LianL  Col.  Jonathan,  opinion*  of,  on 

fiirtificalian*  ..---•    44! 
WiQiani,  M.,  remarks  0^  on  Mr.  Broom'a  hahraa 

oorpoireaolution    ....        -    661 
reuaika  of,  on  the  Chickaaaw  treat;  bill    -    680 
Wind,  Tiolenl  eflect*  (r(  in  the  RepteMUtetiTea' 

Chamber         - 47S 

Wiacaaaet,  aundi;  inhUiitanta  o(,  hwl  !•**> 


■ithdrai 


their  p*titii»ia 


-  1077 


Tattsweee,  historical  aketi^  of  the,  tribe  of  In- 

TeM  and  Naja,  on  filling  the  blank  time, 

bill  to  suspend  the  noD -importation  act  126,  136 
on  the  second  amendment  of  ths  Senate  to 

laidbtU  -        •  .     • 

on  the  paaaage  of  the  I^  to  erect  a  bridge 

OTetPolomBC  river         .... 
on  concurring  wilb  the  Committee  of  Claims 

on  the  claim  of  George  Little  • 
on  Btriking  out  the  penalty  of  death  biat 

the   bill  to  prohibit  the   importation  of 

on  the  passage  of  the  bill  lor. the  talief  of 
George  Little 

en  Mr.  Bidwell'a  amendment  to  the  elave  im- 
perUtion  bill 

oaa  proviso  ojbredby  the  aame  to  tbeaaid 

bar 

tion  to  re«ammit  the 


Yeas  and  Nays — eoDlitiaed.  Fefe- 

on  striking  oat  the  word  "salt"  in  the  Irat 

section  of  the  same  -  .  -  -  IM 
on  the  pasaage  of  the  aaid  bill  -  -  -  Sl> 
on  Mi.  BidweU'a  new  aection  to  the  bin  to 

ptmish  certain  crimr s  ...  -  an 
on  the  piaagB  of  the  bill  for  redemptioa  of 

the^uhlic  debt  -  .        -    Ml 

on  Mr.  Randolph's  rewilntion  of  inquiry  in 

relation  to  Burr's  eonipiracy  -  -  367,  366 
on  the  motion  to  reject  the  Senate  biB  fixing 

a  Mihtaiy  Peace  Batablishmant  -  -  ITS 
on  ths  motion  to  open  the  doors  to  the  Sim- 

cusnoD  of  the  Senate's  habeu  empns  bill  401 
on  the  motion  la  reject  the  said  bill  -  •  431 
on  Mr.  Ll^d's  motion  to  postpone  the  wcxad 

fortification  resolntton  .  .  -  -  4H 
on  the  bill  luthoriiing  die  iMiiing  rfdefaen- 

tures  in  certain  cases  .  .  -  -  47J 
on  the  passage  of  the  bill  concerning  Sia 

Btstrict  of  Columbia  .  -  -  -  48t 
on  the  pwaage  of  the  Senate  biU,  with  amsod- 

ments,  to  prohilnt  the  importalion  of  shma  4M 
on  the  passage  of  the  Mil  estahTishing  certain 

drcmt  conrla,  Ac  ...  -  -  5N 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  Mr.  Broon  a 

habeas  corpoi  resolution  ...    60 

on  the  amount  appropriated  to  fMtrfleatiOBB  III 
Mr.  Dana's  motion  in  relation  to  gunboats  '  617 
on  the  amount  of  appropriatioD  for  the  aaiDO  616 
OD  Ae  pantge  of  the  additional  IhU  lar  re- 
demption of  the  public  debt  .  -  -  Ht 
on  agreeing  to  the  modificstioDa  retorted  by 

the  conferees  on  the  olsTe  bill  -        -     CSS 

on  the  Erst  amendment  of  the  Senate  te  th« 

salt  hill "• 

on  adiLering  to  said  Ull,  as  originallj  piasad  «H 
on  postpoaing  the  eifriauetoty  Ull  idatrng 

to  importatioil  of  alsTea  -  .  .  -  •W 
on  sn   appeal  from  the    deaaioD    of   Iha 

SperiLi « 

tn  the  rewilntiou  that  it  ia  eipadiMt  to  f 

peal  the  duty  on  a^t  -  •  '  -  -  •6S 
on  dividing  aaid  resolution  ...    US 

on  inserting  certain  namee  in  the  hill  com- 

penaating  Lewi*  and  UlaAe  ...  666 
on  the  paMage  of  said  bill  ."  "  "  *** 
on conaidaring biH  totapoaldntieeonaah  •  6U 
on  another  appeal  from  the  dedaioa  of  ibe 

Speaker         ...        -        -  S6f 

on  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  to  amMid  the  hOl 

last  mentioned  ....  661,681 
on  a  motion  to  amend  the  bill  relating  to  in- 


dbiU 


on  etriking  ont  the  third  section  of  the  bin  to 


378 


OD  indefiniU  pos^onement  of  the  Senala 

bill  relatinf  to  aettlemenla,  &c. 
on  a  motion  to  emend  the  aaid  bill  < 

on  the  paaaage  of  the  aame  .        .     < 

York,  sundrr  iohaUtaBU  «t,  had  l««,ve  to  wilfc- 
draw  their  petitions        .        .        -        - 
Yrujo,  ttafe  Marqni*  de  Caaa,  a  dnsalsr  et,  mA- 
dressed  to  foreign  Ministers     ... 
a  Imulatlon  of  his  note  bo  the  : 
Stats  (endosed  in  the  share)  • 


dbyGoogle 
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Ajipendix—PiibUc  Act*. 


PUBLIC  ACTS. 


An  Act  to  iDipeiiJ  the  operatioii  oT  an  set,  en- 
titled "An  act  la  prahifail  the  impartation 
of  eeitun  ffoodi,  wum,  uid  mercbuidiM," 
and  to  remit  the  peneltiei  incnired  ondcr 
the  mme 1^9 

An  Act  making  appn>pri>lions  fin  the  nipport 
of  the  NsTj  of  the  United  Statee,  during 
the  year  one  thooaand  eight  hundred  and 
■eian 1349 

An  Act  making  appiopriationa  for  the  mpport 
of  the  Military  Eitabliahmcnt  of  the  United 
Btatca,  for  the  fear  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  Mven   •        •        -        -  -  llfiO 

An  Act  to  alter  the  time  of  holding  the  Circnit 
and  Diitrict  Cotirta  in  Uie  Siitrict  of  North 
Carolina 12S1 

An  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  lulTeTen  b;  fire,  in 

the  town  of  Portimouth,  New  Hampahire  -  ISfiS 

An  Act  to  provide  for  snrrejing  ttie  coasta  of  the 

United  SUte* 1258 

An  Act  anthoriung  the  erection  of  certain  light- 
honaea,  and  the  fixing  of  atahei,  bnoji  and 
bMcona,  at  certain  place*  therein  named      -  1S63 

An  Act  iopplementarj  to  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  making  prodaion  for  the  redemption  of 
the  whole  al  the  pafalic  debt  of  the  United 
Slatee" 1S54 

An  Act  to  extend  the  power  nf  granting  wriu  of 
iojnnetioDB  to  the  jndgea  of  the  diatrict  court* 
of  the  United  Statei ISfiS 

An  Act  to  annex  certain  sfaorea  and  walera  to 
the  diatrict  of  Hiaaiaaippi ;  and  to  aulhoriie 
the  building  a  cuatom-boiue  at  New  Or- 
lean* 1S68 

An  Ad  audiarizing  the  Preaident  of  the  United 
Btatea  to  accept  the  aervice  of  a  number  of 
Tolunteer  companien,  not  exceeding  thirty 
thousand  men   ----..  1269 

An  Act  eatabllshing  Circuit  Conrti,  and  abridg- 
ing the  juriadiction  of  the  Diatrict  Courta  of 
the  diitricla  of  Kentucky,  Tenneaaee,  and 

Ohio laao 

An  Act  to  continue  in  Ibrce,  for  a  further  time, 
an  act  entitled  ''An  act  to  aoapend  the 
oommeicial  interconne  between  the  Unitisd 
Btatea,  and  certain  parta  of  the  ialaud  «f  BL 
Domingo"  ......  isa2 

An  Act  reapecting  aeiiurca  made  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  United  Btatea,  and  for  other 
purpoaea -  12fl8 

An  Act  liulher  snpplementaiy  to  the  act,  entitled 

"AnactconcemingtbeDiatnctofColambia"  1263 

An  Act  to  poniah  frauda  committed  on  the  Bank 

of  the  United  etatea 1368 

An  Act  to  extend  tbe  time  lor  locating  Viiginia 
military  warrants,  for  retnining  of  aarreya 
thireOD  to  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  (he 
DeparUnenl  of  War.  and  appropriating  landa 
forthe  uae  of  achooli,  in  the  Virginia  military 
reaenation,  in  hen  of  thoie  heretofore  appro- 
priated        1264 

An  Act  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  alaTca  into 
any  port  or  place  within  the  juriidiclioD  af 
the  United  Btatea,  from  and  after  the  fint 
day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
dwnaand  eight  hundred  and  eight  -  lS6t 


An  Act  to  reduce  the  expenaei  attending  the  sd- 
miniatrathn  of  juatice  in  the  Diatrict  of  Co- 
lumbia        1S71 

An  Act  allowing  an  additional  compensation  to 
the  Judge*  of  the  Mtasiasippi,  Indiana,  Mi- 
chigan, and  Louisiana  Territoriea        -        -  1272 

An  Act  making  appraprialions  for  finishing  the 
south  wiog  of  the  Capital,  and  far  other  pur- 
poaea ....  .        .  1^72 

An  Act  making  appropriationa  for  the  eupport  of 
Oovemment,  dormg  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hnndrnd  and  seven    ....  1273 

An  Act  making  campenaatlon  to  Meaara.  Lewis 

and  Clarke,  and  their  companiona      -        -  KTS 

An  Act  repealing  the  acts  laying  duties  on  salt, 
and  continuing  in  force  for  a  further  time 
the  firat  section  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act 
further  to  ^tect  the  commerce  and  eeamen 
of  the  United  Btatea  againat  the  Baihary 
Powers'*    ..-.--.  1878 

An  .\ct  authorizing  patenta  to  issue  lor  lands 
located  and  surrejed  by  *ittue  of  certain 
Virginia  resolution  warrants       ...  ISTH 

An  Act  regulating  the  granta  of  land  in  the  Ter- 
ritory af  Michigan      1880 

An  Act  making  appropriation*  far  carrying  into 
eflect  a  treaty  between  the  United  Bute* 
and  the  Chickasaw  tribe  of  Indians,  and  to 
establish  a  land  office  in  the  Hiasissippi  Ter- 
ritory                 -  128* 

An  Act  respecting  claims  to  land  in  the  Territo- 
riea of  Orieans  and  LouUiana     -        -        -  1S88 

An  Act  making  further  apptopriations  for  fortify- 
ing tbe  ports  and  harbora  of  the  United 
Btatea 128S 

An  Act  authorixing  the  employment  of  die  land 
and  naral  fbrcea  of  the  United  Btatea,  in 
eases  of  insurrectioru        ....  IS86 

An  Act  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  "An  act 
in  adilition  to  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  anp- 

flementary  to  the  act  providing  for  a  Naval 
eBceEstabliahment,andforotherpurposea"  1386 
An  Act  making  appropriations  for  carrying  int4> 
effect  aertnin  treaties  with  the  Cherokee  and 
Fiankeahaw  tribes  of  Indiana      -        -        -  1887 


gan,  entitled  "  An  act  concerning  the  Bank 
ofDetnfit"  ....  1887 

An  Act  W  establish  certain  post  roada,  and  for 

other  purposes  ...--.  1387 

An  Act  making  appropriations  for  extra  aervicea, 
to  tbe  Oovemor,  Judges,  and  Secretary  of 
the  Indiana  Territory         ....  1S88 

An  Act  to  prevent  settlements  being  made  on 
lands  ceded  to  the  United  States,  until  au- 
thorized by  law 1388 

An  Act  confirming  claims  to  land  in  tiie  district 

of  Vincennes,  and  for  other  purpose*  -         -  1290 

An  .^ct  concerning  invalid  penuonen        -        -  ISM 

An  Act  making  provision  for  the  disposal  of  the 
pnUic  landa  situated  between  the  United 
States'  military  tract  and  the  Connecticut 
reserve,  and  fi>r  other  purposes  -        -        .  129G 

Resalntian  to  pi^lish  the  report  and  chart  of  the 

aorvey  oftheooast  of  North  Carolina  •  IS98 
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